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OOJ.U'IDJ'm'IAL 
Conference 1649-A, 
Held with Representatine or t he .AJnerice.n Youth Congress , 
In the State Din:l:ng Room or the White Bouse , 
~une 5, 1940, 8.50 P.M. 

THE PRESIDENI': I euppose I might as well begin by reminding myself 

that this is the riret time I have had a party like this since 

last April, when I had my annual gathering , about this size -- a 

little bit bigger -- ot the edit ors and publishers or America, a 

very formidable group. 

I was scared to death the first time, in 1933, •and I have 

been get ting over it bravely ever since. 

I told them-- I asked tham· a question, in a way-- I said, 

"You editors and publishers, you are responsible for the disaem-

ination of most or the news in the United States. " I s~id , "I 

have got no quarrel ~th you whatsoever it you act to the best 

of your own ability and in accordance with your beet conscience 

and in accordance with the news -- news. But not if you act and 

put , base your policy on what you read by the commentators who 

contribute to your papers." 

In other words, there is all the difference in the world be-

tween straight news1 honestly written, tactual, and e whole lot 

ot people -- ot course not confined to editors -- but there are 

a lot of other people who make comments to the general public, 

sometimes not in accordance with their own conscience. I illue-

trated that to the editors and publisherp by a remark that was 

"' made to me by one of the nationally known commentators . I said 

t o that commentator, "l believe that in your column, three days 
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out of six, you are consistently t~ing a crack at every known 

kind of social reform or betterment program of the Government that 

we have been trying to put through in the last seven years. Why 

is it?" I said , "I have known you ,for a great many years and you 

are not as anti-social or as .unsocial personally." 

"Well," he said_. "of .course I am not; of course I am not . 

But I can sell my column if I take this line that I have been tak-

ing now ever since you have been President. I can sell 'my column 

to sixty papers and if I comment ed the way I really feel, I would 

not have any clients left . " 

Now, that is a sort of human interest story but it also goes 

to show that an awful lot of peopl6' in this country believe an 

awful lot of things they are told because they see it in print 

and I can Hlustrate that -- because they see it in print ·or be-

cause they have been told by somebody that they respect. And I 

can illustrate that by te~ling you a little story about the 1928 

campaign: 

Al Smith had been placed in nomination and dul y nominated 

and I had worked at headquarters that same .suJtuner because I be-

lieved that Al had rnade a fine governor and put through a great 

deal of legislation that was really of definite social benefit. 

That fall, in September , I went dovm t o ~arm Springs . 

One morning, when i ~~s sound asleep, it was around about 

daylight, about 5 •. 00 o ' clock, somebody banged on the shutters and 

kept on banging on the shutters. So I got into a little wheel 

chair and went over and opened the shutters and there was an old 

gentlema.n from over in Shiloh Valley. And I said to him, "I do 
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not want any eggs this morning; I do not want any ohiokens - - I 

got plenty in t he larder. Why , in God ' s name, do you wakan me 

at this time of t he morning?•· 

He said , •Mr. Roosevelt , I did not come t o waken you at th.ie 

time of the morning -- I don ' t want to sell you chickens and eggs • 

• 
We are all upset over in Shiloh Valley.• 

I said, " Wh;y? " 

He said, "Oh, we are all upset about you. " .· 
I said, "Why?" ,· 

' 
•' 

"Well," he said, "we people over in Shiloh Valley, we are 

sort of old- fashi oned and we beli eve t he written wor d. We believe 

7 
the written word. " 

I said, "Yes , end what happened?" 

"Well , the !)reacher on Sunday, after church, he gave us a 

lot of handbills end," he said, "if what those handbills say is 

t rue, we do not see how you can be supporting this fellow Smith, " 

I said , ·~by not?" 

"Well , " he said , "we could not go al ong with Smit h. '1\e have 

been Democrats all our lives ; we never voted anything but the Dem-

ocratic ticket . And we cannot go along with Smit h. We don ' t see 

how you can because ~hen you first came do~~ here to Georgie we 

thought you were e damned Yankee but, " he said , "we got t o know 

you. You haven' t got any horns. You did not go through Georgia 

w1 th General Sherman and, well, we like you end we respect you 

and you understand us. And , what v1~ can' t understand i s wby you, 

a friend of outs, can be fo ... · Smith. " Just because of this written 

wor d -- the written word. 
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I said, "Let me see it . " So he goes down into his pocket 

end hauls out a couple of posters, handbills, end the first hand-

· bill says, in large type at the top, "Do you know that if Al Smit h 

becomes President you will be living in adultery with your own 

wifel (Laughter) Because" - - e. greet big BECAUSE - - • the Rome.n 
1 

Church does not recognize any marriage es valid unless it he.e been 

performed by e Rome.n priest .• 

So I said , "That is pretty bed, isn' t it?" I said, "Funny .. 
sort of thing . The.t fellow Al Smith has been Governor of New York 

for eight years end', after all, e question of me.rriege is purely 

a state question. It is note Federal question. And," I said, 

"I think I em still legally married to my wife even if Smith has 

been Governor ot New York for eight years. " 

I said , "Let ' s look st the other one ." It said , "Do you know 

that if Smith becomes President ell your children will be illegit-

imate?" And then the same reason, that the only legitimate children 

are children that ere baptized into the Roman Catholic Church. 

I said , "I have got five pretty husky kids" -- one sitting 

over there now (indicating Elliott Roo'sevelt) -- end I said, "I 

haYs every reeson to believe that they ere still legi t imste." 

Well, that is just en illustration of s form of being credu-

loue end believing-all sorts of things that you ere t old or that 

you read in the printed ~~rd, without going any further, any more 

than this old man :f'rom over in Shiloh Valley did. fie did not go 

down into the f~cts of the case. He believed whet he read and 

there is an awfUl lot of t hat in ~his country, not only emong the 

uneducated -- because they ere mostly uneducated people over 1n 
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Shiloh Valley -- but also in much more highly educated circlee in 

every state in the Uni on. 

That is one reason why, whe~ Mrs. Roosevelt asked me if I 

would come down here and talk informally about some of these prob-

lams of the present day, that I said I would do it, because I be-

lieve in talking things over, althoug~ there ere some people you 

cannot talk with, even Senators. 

About a year ago, nearly a year ag~, I had the Foreign Rela

tions Committee col!le down - - you read about it -- and I pofnted 

out at that time that I thought there were certain dangers to 

civilization . I pointed out that , very unfortunately, we were 

faced with a very great grovnh of physical power by certain sys-

tams of government , a growth that had got so big that it was poe-

sible that they would extend their sphere of control over various 

parts of the world and weaken certain relationships that the United 

States had had with most of the world for 150 years , and that I, 

frankly, thought that we ought to change the Embargo Act , that we 

had made a couple of mistakes in the past , quite frankly. 

I think this will probably interest you because Mrs . Roose-

velt mentioned it to me the other day, something that perhaps you 

dont t knot: because , there again, the papers have not printed ell 

the facts . Remember this always: 85 per cent of the papers of 

· the United States are opposed to this Administration 84 per 

cent of them, because they regard t he Aruninistration ae being too 

damned radical, and one per cent because they regard the Adminis-

tration ae being too conservative. So we have practically an 84 

per cent oppoe1 tion from the conseJ'VatiVe press of the country 
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end they do not always print enrything . 

Well , let me just go back a little ways: In 1920, 1919, 

there was a thing that wns started in good fsith , celled the League 

of Nations. The people over here were scared to death that we 

would get put into a v~r if we joined it , that we would have t o 

eend t roops to the other aide. It did not do any good to explain 

that the League of Nations did not provi de that in the covenant, 

because the question of partici pation in any action by the League 

would be subject to review by the Administration end by the courts. 

It did not do any good because the people were afraid end , there-

fore, we did not go in. Nevertheless , the League was set up, as 

I say, in great pert in good faith , end there were e lot of people 

that seid, "It is a grand idea but it won' t work. It ie a usefUl 

experiment because we will learn from this nev1 League that he.s 

been set up later on what to avoid . There will be a smashup of 

some kind" -- and they V/ere right -- "but out of it ell, out of 

the lesson of cooperation we may get , later on, something that is 

better then the League ," end they advanced ell kinds of reasons 

why the League would not succeed. ~ell, whether their reasons 

were right or not, the League did not succeed. 

The thing ~e &long to probably the first instance of an 

open end clear violation of internetionsl contracts that happened, 

end that was the case in 1931 when Jepen violated .three or four 

't different tree ties end went into Manchurie . The United States 

at that ttme, -- Berry Stimson was Secret ary or State-- asked t he 

other nation~ that y;ere s1gno.torie8 of what we call the "Nine-

Power Pact" whether they would go along 'ldth th~ United States in 

' I 
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t hi s rat her f l agrant case or a violation of an i nt ernational agree-

ment and put en embargo on Japan as a practical method or ar raign-

ment of a nat i on t hat had violat ed its written word . 

Well , the other nations said, "No ; no , Mr. StimBow, we cannot 

do that. There will be a war. Anything t o avoid a war. I t will 

inean we Ytill all have to go to war in the Fer Eest. We are ter-

ribly eprry. It is a long ways off, an awfully long ways ott and 

it is not our business. " 

"Well," Mr. $t imaon said, "we made it our business when , a 
' 

few years ago , we signed these treaties." 

They said , "No , it means a v~r and it might extend to other 

parte of the world." 

So , t he other nations would not go along ~~th the American 

Secretary of State end Japan had a completely free rein in Man-

churia and, of course, some of us who have studied the subject 

know what has happened to the population of Manchuria since 1931. 

It is not a very pretty story . And the League was responsible - -

not the League , the eight powers - - the seven or them who would 

not go along with us in calling Japan ' s hand for failing to keep 

its international ~·ord . 

' And that is half the trouble with the world today. People 

have been making a lot of promises and they have not been living 

up to the promise. The promise has become an unused agreement 

in the covenant , to be taken out , t~otted out, shovm around , wit h 

no idea Of ever living up to the solemn word. 

And then came 1934 -- Ethiopia. And there again, Italy vio-

lated three or four prom1ses - - covenante . The question of inter-

'• 
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national decency ~~a raised . In that cess it went to the League 

of Nations end the question of sanctions came up and the League 

of Nations people sai~ , "My God, do not do it; it means a war." 

So, because of fear of war at that time, they let pass unchallenged 

the violation of e solemn covenant between nations. 

And then came Au.strie , Czechoslovakia and Poland • . , 

Oh, yea, and 1n between, the other things: one was the Spanish 

War and the action that 'II''S.S · taken by our Congress at that time was 

based, in the case of the Spanish War , not on the desire or the , 

policy of the Administration, but because t~e League of Nations 

~'as afraid , afraid of war, a general European war, unless they put 

a complete circle around Spain. Viall , as a result , Franco won. 

The action t aken by our Congress at that time was in complete 

• violation of our normal , usual practice, which was to help main-

tain in power, by selling arms and ammunition , the government of 

that nation that was in power at the time and not indirectly help-

ing the revolutionists by saying to the constituted government of 

the country, ''You can' t have arms and ammunition." 

What I am trying to say is t he fact , not easily understood , 

but the record is perfectly clear that the reason the other nations 

the primary reason the other nations, led by Scand1nav1:e -- it is 

a thing you got t ct_get into your heads -- led by Sca.ndinavia, Nor-

way, Sweden and Deronark -- put e ring around Spain was because they 

feared that if they went in• and in any way assisted the Government 

in Spain, it would have meant en European war. Then Holland and 

Belgi um j oined in, end all the other nations joined in, and the • League of Nations said to all the other nations in the worl d , 
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• whether they were i n the League or not, " Draw a cir cle around 

Spain and don't let anything go in ." 

Of course you and I know that t hi .nge did go into Spain both 

ways. 

It was fear of war that led t o Manchuria, later on t o the 

pr esent war t hat is going on in China. It led t o Spai.n. It led 

to any other action, Austria or any .other place , because the na-

tiona of Europe said , "Do not do anything, it will mean a general 

war if you do it. " In other. words, the ~esire for peace l ed to 
,-

war. 

Now, that is a perfectly simple historical fact . 

And the thing came along from bad to worse, and I do not 

think, frankly, it is an al'r-ful lot of use to talk about the past, 

as to whose fault this v;as and whose fault t hat was. I do not 

think you get a long distance :forward in trying to pass judgment 

in a very critical time today on episodes that ere closed episodes . 

I really do not think you get very far. 

It is en aw:f'ul thing t o say, but what good does 1 t do? Where 

do you stop? Why not go back to the Franco-Prueeian War and ask 

questions about that? I t is not so long ego -- seventy years ago 

why not go beck twenty years , thirty years , forty years? 

I am not , frankly, interested in past history because current 

events that are beginning to form history ere of much, much greater 

importance than trying to go back and rehash things in the past , 

Mistakes were made ~- of course they were. The fact is today the 

world is feeing -- well , when you come do~~ to it , e choice , from 

• our point of view, betv1een different kinds of government. If you 

. . 
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realize it, it is the s impl est way of put ting it. In tne last 

analysi s , i t i s a question of different forms of government. 

Frankly, I have seen a good deal of the world, probably more 

than anybody in this room, first and last , and a war. I don't 

think I would like to live , if I were ei~hteen or sixteen -- I 

don 't think I would like , knowing what I do , what we have, having 

seen it all - - that I would care to live the rest of my life under 

Communism or under Naziism or' under Fasoisin. If I did want to 

live t hat We.y, I think I would probably go over there and join 

them. If I ~ted to live under our form of government , I think 

I would stay here and I think I would do what I could -- yes , to 

improve it , but also t o support it •. 

So I think, if there are any questions that do not relate to 

the too distant past but relate more to things of the immediate - -

as I said to the editors I will conduct this j ust like a Press 

Conference, in which I have certai.n formulae . One of them is "off 

the record. " "Off the record" means off the record --

MRS. RCOSEVELT: (interposing) I told everybody that before , 

TRE PRESIDENT: Right . You understand what it is . Of course it is 

much better ~d we can talk much more freely . They (the Press) 

all understood i t perfectl y well and we have been getting on now 

for seven year s; There have been, oh, some apocryphal stories 

that have come out a week or two later in the columns as to what 

we eeid but , on the whole , the:( have lived up t o the gentlemen' s 

agreeme~t pretty wel l . 

t think we can go ahead on that basis and if any. of you have 

questions that ere pertinent - - some of them we won' t be able to 
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answer, either because of laok of knowl edge or because there are 

things that , from t he standpoint of national interest , cannot be 

disclosed at the present time, obviously -- you can go ahead and 

shoot. 
, .. 

Q I speak 'from the standpoint of those who share in great concern for 

the democratic form of government end who come from states where 

more then half of the citizens who ehoqld be voting accorciing t o 

the democratic form of government and our Constitution are denied 

that right today end, when they try to vote , are in some instances, . . 

as some of us know, beaten up by thugs and thrown into jail because 

they are trying "to do the thing whioh they think they have the 

responsibility to do , to vote and to get their fellow citizens t o 

vote • 

THE PRFSIDENl': Ylhat are we going to do about it? 

Q What are we going t o do about it? 

THE PRESIDENT: I will tell you one thing, you can' t change it in the 

year 1940 or you cant t -change it in the year 1941. I,will give 

you an illustration: I YISS in C¥ttenooga t,o years ago end I 

drove around Chattanooga· with old Judge I have forgotten his 

name -- en old Tennessean. 

We were driving through this s~reet and, if you know your 

geography, you know the State of Georgia comes right up to the 

city line of Chattanooga. We were still out in this street, s 
/' 

big wi d'e avenue , in the State of Tennessee , end there was a large 

portion of the population out 1n the streets, end they were waving 
' their bats and yelling, "Hello, Mr., President ." 

I eaid to the Judge, "Do these people vote?" wyes , there · 
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are about SO per cent of them vote.• I said, "What? In Tennessee?• 

He said, •Sure, not in every part of Tennessee, but they vote in 

Chattanooga. • 

Then we came to a sign, a little sign and it said, "State of 

Georgia." We went over past the sign, still 1n the eeme suburb, 

and the colored population was standing there, nqt saying a word. 

I said to the Judge, wrou don't vote in Georgia, in this suburb 

in the same city?". He said, "No; none vote in Georgia . " 

I said, "Judge, what is going to happen?• "Well," he said, 

"there is going to come a time, largely through education." 

I said, "How long?" He said, "I think they will begin vot-

1ng it is a gradual process -- I think in Georgia they will 

begin voting in perhaps another five years.• 

I said, "That is a long ways off." I said, "What about the 

court ruling , the Supreme Court?" He said , "That is a poesibil-

ity." He said, "I think we have got to pursue ell possibilities 

and bring it along as fast as we can." He said, "I have always 

worked for it in the State of Tennessee and now we have caught on 

substantially in most parts of the State and now it is spreading. " 

There is a time element. You cannot get it in one year or 

tliO. We are all working and in time it will happen. Of course, 

part of it is the problem of education and, as you know, in my 

State of Georgia what education there is, is not so hot, poor 

whites or otherwise. 

Q In the Workers' ·Alliance we were considerably disturbed 1n Janus~ 
I . 

when, in your Budget Message, there was a proposal for approxi-

mately a billion dollars more for armaments, f.o~ war purposes 
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generally, and about a billion dollars leaa pr opoeed tor relier 

t o t he tarmere, the youth ·and the unemployed --

'l'HE PRESIDl!Nl': (interposing) Thet is not true. 
' 

Q. Perhaps 1117 figures may not quite j ibe with yours but we will spend 

an aggregate --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) In ot her words , the Weaaage seid 1n re-

gard to unllllployment that I would send to the Congress -- it you 

look it up -- when I knew more about it , i .n April, the spr~ng ot 

the year, an estimate 1n accordance with the new figures, and it 

has gone in on t he same basis as in previous years. 

At the same time, on the farmers , that was definitely deterred 

until we knew farm prices. That went in for $350 ,000, 000. ~dditional 

already this session, over and above the Budget Message, 1n accord-

ance with the e t atament made. 

Q Well, it was our tmderetanding then, from sources that we considered 

to be authoritative, or in the know, so to speak, that~the Pres-

ident felt that he did not have sufficient control over Congress 

to aek tor additional tunds ' for relief. He did , but it could not 

get through - -

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing) At that time, 1n .January, yes, but with 

the pr oviso that we would do it in April and I did it. 

Q._Jlbwever, since that time we have had indications j;hat the President 

is now 1n control ot Congress, which is an unusual thing tor ·the 

last yea,r 

THE P.RF.SIDENI': (interposing) Now, wait a minutel (Laughter) Now, 

' you see? Now, we Will check right th~re. You are a little bit 

as it you oame from Shiloh Valley. Today and tomorrow t here is 
...... 
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up 1n COngress en effort to c0111pletely emasculate the National 

Labor Relations Act, and there is a distinct possibility in the 

House that that bill that Congressmen Smith of Aluandria pr oposed 

may go through. I am utterly opposed to it, ·as you all know. 

In other words, a statement that I am in control of Congress 

is just like the Shiloh Valley statements about the illegitimate 

children -- it is a half-truth, 

At the present time, I could ask for another billion dollars 

on top of four billion dollars for national defense and I will 

get it . But I am not in .control with respect to a thing like the 

National Labor Relations Board or the effort to ema~culate the 

wages and hours thing. 

So your statement is a statement -- a generalization, It is 

true a.s to one thing and false as to the other. You see the point? 

Q. I believe I do. But we felt the President could ask for more and 

get more, and we suggested to .some of the Congressional leaders 

that that could be done and that we felt that there would be no 

more by way of·opposition than seventy-five votee on the President's 

Budget recommendation, including his recommendation that the money 

be spent in eight months if necessary. 

THE PRFSIDENI' : That I am going to get, . 

Q And our feeling in that matter was borne out because there were only 

twenty-one votes against it, which indicated considerable strength. ' ., We feel , inA{e light of the recommendations ~ the President 

tor increased armament expenditures, ·that the President has not 

been, let me say, diligent enough in calling upon the Congressional 

leaders in his own· party to push through additional appropriations 
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tor relief. The~e are now over a million people who have been 

investigated by local relief authorities and certified tor W.P.A. 

• emp~oyment, including, we estimate, between 2 and 3 hundred thou-

llalld youth or lees thaD 25, who have never yet had an opportunity 

tor a w.P.A. job. 

On thie basis we suggested, and a major •portion of the or-

ganized labor movement endorsed, a minimum or 3 million W.P.A. 

jobs. 

We feel that internal defense in this respect is vitally 

necessary and we would like to aek the President -- I would like 

to aek tonight, ae an individual 1D this meeting, Why hasn ' t the 

President ineis~ed upon that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, a very simple reason: It there had not been this 

war -- I am not at all sure and I suppose, whether I like it or 

not, !- suppose from somewhat long experience with different kinds 

of legislatures that 1ny case is as good as your case -- I do not 

know if it is any better but it is at least ae good as yours --

and if there had not been this war problem, I am not at all sure 

that Congressmen WoodruJII and hie Committee YIOuld not have prevailed 

1D limiting the appropriation to a billion dollars tor a whole 

twelve months. 

That ie rather a startling statement but it is given in ac-
.· 

cordance with the beet guess I can make, and that would have meant 

a further serious curtailment of I.P.A. in point ot rolls, very 

seriou8. As it was, as you probably know, the subcommittee re-

ported out the bill to the tull Committee with that provision, 

that the billion dollars should last for a whole year, and in the 

466 
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tull OOIIIIIlittee we only carri ed what I wee after , which wee a bil-

lion dollars in the f i rst eight months , by t wo votes ~ t hat Com

mittee. It we had not carried i t in that Committee -- and t hat 

wee after this war started - - if we had not carried it , I am not 

at all cer1;a1n , with t he knowledge I have, that I would have gotten 

a billi on dollars for a who~e year -- twelve mq~ths . 

In other words, I am inclined to t hink: we have got the maXi-

mum we can possibly get out of this Congress. It has not gone 

through the Senate yet. Now, I can assure you if there is a hope 

or chance of getting an addit i onal amoun~ out of the Senate, when 
I 'I 
~ that reli ef bil l comes up -- I have talked to them all and they 

know I want mor e. 

Q ~y I ask: another question, and that is in regard t o the layoffs 

now taking place. It ~~sour understanding that.the President 

was interested in seeing those l ayoffs stopped . However, I do 

not recall having seen a public pronouncement by the President to 

that effect . '1\'e were hoping at least that, since t he layoffs have 

t aken place during April and May, that now the President would 

ask. for an immediate effectuating of the present bill, the present 

Act, which is now before the Senate Appropriations, so that at 

least approximately 200,000 layoffs scheduled for June JlU!Y be 

stopped. 

THE PRESIDENI': I have been asking for that since the fifteenth day of 

April • .. It is in the record. I wanted it to apply to May and June 

and they adopted the very simple expedient of not t aking action on 

the bill until the end of June. Therefore we are not ge~ting it. 

Q. I represent one of the largest colored groupe in our country , inter-
,. 
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• eeted ae muoh as anyone else 1n preserTiDS this way ot lite and 

political form of government despite all the dittioulties. We 

are certain it means far more to our lite and happiness than any 

ot her form I know. . . 
We are all interested 1n the defense of our oountl:'y and we 

use the term •our" Tery st:N>ngly. But we are a bit alarmed about 

asking for so many fighters and planes and then not receiving any 

help or interest on the part of a great many individuals by their 

not taking cognizance of the desire of Negroes to represent their 

country too. For instance , we would like to get into aviation or 

get into other forms of defense , taking the situation as it is 

and not saying whether we ought to go to war or not. 

But that has always been the case and liB were wondering 

whether, in the policy of boards being set up, whether Negroes 

are to be considered -- to be considered by people who are in 

cl oser touc~ with our own side, for there is another side -- we 

have the peculiar problems of Negroes. 

\·/e are wondering as to two things: one is the policy of not 

using Negroes, and the second thing, on various committees of 

Government , whetheF we are t o get representation. ~bat can be 

done about it? ~hat can we do? 

THE PRESIDENl': On t his specialized training of all kinds, the tiling 

we are examining at '·the present time - - is Harry (Mr. Rarry Hopkins) 

here? 

MRS. ROOSEVELT: Yes . 

THE P.RESIDml': Rarry , what are we doing right now on the specialized 

training? We talked about it a week ego and Sidney Hillman is 

.. 
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going to get here -- he has got the flu -- next llonday and he is 

going t o take up the question of this specialized training. 

MR. HOPKINS: It is perfectly clear on that -- you know perfectly well 

that amongst the Negroes t here are two schools of thought about _ 

negro representation on the committees. Some Negroes believe 

that Negroes should be represented on the committees because they 

are Negroes, t het on all committees t here should be a Negro repre-

senting the Negroes. Then I think it is fair to say -- I might 
., 

be v~ong but I think that most of the liberal Negroes do not agree 

with that. They believe people should be on connnittees , should 

hold jobs, because they ar e competent to hold them and not because 
- ~ .. 

of their race or religion~ 

Now, I do not want to st ate that or push it unduly, nor do 

I vront to seem to indicate that Negroes are adequately repre~ented 

in various places. 

On the training course , Mr. -President , where we had 10, 000 

pilots trained last year and 20,000 t his year, and 1.5,000 will be 

trained this coming year, t hose t o be trained are trained out at 

universities and colleges in America, and Negroes are included in 

that group. I think the young man , however, is talking about some-

thing else , in t erms of fighters rather than that. 

~ I want to say something in this situation with r espect to the point 

of view of labor: Looking back a little while -- not too long --

to the period of even N. R.A. , ~hen the right of labor-- when they 

were permitted to orgb£lze end collective bargaining was protected 

end then denied and then, r ecently, through t he National Labor Re-

l ations Boar d, was once again reemphali!ized, it seams a little con-. 
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tueing to us that in. this present situation, this whole progr am 

o~ national defense, that t he Administration has taken no stand 

on the recent attacks end indictments under the antitrust laws 

of the labor unions, amongst whom is my own, the Fur Worker s ' Union , 

for no other reason, es the JUdge and others have st ated, than 

t nat it is a conspiracy for the purpose of organizing the whole 

industry. And many people --

THE PRii:SIDENI': (interposing) What industry did you say? 

Q The fur and leather. I am vitally concerned with this whole recent 

attack on the trade union movement end the need to protect the re-

cent gains of labor, especially in this emergency. I would like 

to know your stand on these questions? 

THE PRESID~~: I am afraid I am a little confused. Can you specify 

a little more? 

Q Yes , the Sherman antitrust indictments. 

THE PRESID~: Who have they been against? 

Q The Fur \'Jorkers ' Union, the Teamsters ' L"nion, the Electricians ' 

Union -

THE PRESIDJ!:r.l"T: (interposing) Tlle Teamst ers• Union , e s we know, certain 

local teamsters ' unions a re perfectly clear-cut rackets, you have 
~ 

got to admit t hat . Some of the- building trades in New York and 

other places have been rackets. That is why antitrust indictments. 

And it was not only the unions that have been involved, but there 

have been rackets and combinations end conspiracies among the 

owners of the industry -- you know that . What I have been rather 

surprised at is that some of the leaders of those particular inter- . 

national unions have not come out .. and made more of an effort to 



• 

• 

,. 

649-A -- 20 

get r id of t he rackets in some of the locale. 

~ In our own field, in t he c.r.o. --

THE PRESIDENT\ (interposing) I do not mean the field . A fa i r case 

~ {1nterpoeiJl8) I do not think t hey found egainat· 'Ua. 

THE PRESIDENT: What wee the indictment baaed on? 

~ Conspiracy to organize t he entire industry, For inst ance, there 

were some three thousand "people in New York organized and their 

conditi ons radically altered for the better under t his whole so-

celled conspiracy. That wes the indictment • .. 
TEE PRESIDENT: I would like t o see that indictment because I · cannot 

imagine any indictment that would hold water over ten minutes that 

was based on an effort t o organize t he whole industry. I do not 

think i t lies and I would l i ke to reed it before I answer your 

question . I am quite sure, if' your st atement wee right, t hat the 

indictment was based on the attempt t o organize the fur and leat her 

industry, and you stop there , that when you get to the next court 

they will throw i t out on its ear . I hope they will if that i s 

true , end I think t hey will. I know enough law -- I am not an ex-

pert l awyer -- that t hat is not the basis for en indi ctment . 

Q That mey be , but Thurman Arnold r epr esented the Department of Just ice 

and I presume be is en Administr ation appoint ee . He conducted , 

very vigorously, t he whole affair, The result was the conviction 

(indictment?) in an effort to break• up the uni on end the industry. 

THF. PRESIDENT: ~ell , I will read it . 

Q Mr. President, I was particularly interest ed in Mr. Hopkins ' answer 

to the quest ions raised by Mr. Robinson because I think it reflects 

one cf the things in which all negro yout h i n America are particu-

• 
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larly inter ested on e general scale , end that is our equal part ici-

pation in ell phases and opportunities 1n the government and the 

.life of America~ It is for ·that reason that I want to hark beck, 

for a moment , to the first quest ion rai sed and that was the ques-

tion about poll texas. 

Now, you said that in your opinion the sol ution to this prob-
.• 

lem will come through education? 

THE PRFSIDENI': Right. 

Q Well, I want to raise the question: Is it not true that the people 

we have to educate today are Congressmen and Senator s? For in-

stance, there is e bill that has been proposed by Representative 
' 

Geyer of California , the Anti-Poll Tax Bill, which would eliminate 

the poll tax as a requirement 'for voting in Federal elections --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) And if it is constitutional, it ought 

to go through. I hope , frankly -- I could not give you my opi nion 

as to whether it is constitutional because that has to go through 

the courts' -- I hope it is constitutional. 

~ I hope it is too , and I would like to talk, just for e moment , on 

• the assumption that it is constitutional because, at the present 

stage of the game, the only people of America that are backing 

this bill aTe organized, such as the one for which I work, t he 

Southern Negro Youth Council, and there are other organizations 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) And you ought to get more peop~e because 

i t is a difficult thing, ~s you know, in our civilization unless 

you have sentiment . You take t he voter s in Dutchess County, New 

York, where that problem of poll t axes does not affect their lives: 

we are ell human end I think probably most of_ the peopl e of Dutchess 
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County, New York, if it was explained to them would get behind 

the bill. 

~ The point I lllll t1'7ing t o make ie that I think the tact that our Sen-

atore and Represent atives , people in official positions who should 

be supporting this bill but are not today, is e tact which orestes 

e great deal or uneasiness in the mi.nds or American youth, tor 

the reason that we connect their attitude or lack or activity on 
'· this question with the teet that they are concentrating all their 

etrorts on the program for real'lll8lllent and are neglecting not only 

the poll tax effort but it is .true also in another case , another 

piece of legislation that particularly atfeots the Negroes, the 

Antilynching Bill , for which we had achieved a majority or signa-

tures in favor of this bill. Now we find that these Senators re-

fuse t o take action to bring the bill to the floor and have a vote 

on it. 

Now, it i s t lie general impression, not only of Negroes in 

America but probably of the majority of people, that one of the 

dangers inherent in our present rearmament progrtUn is that su.ch 

pieces of legislation as these have not only been sacrificed --

they have already been sacrificed -- but will continue t o be, de~ 

spite pronouncement that we may make to the contrary, unless we 

are able to organize our Senators and Representatives and people 

who have the power to form our national policy so that the security 

•· and civil liberties or the American people may be preserved. 

THE PRESitlENr: I think it is a very good point. You have to remember 

.on that point' that when you get to a crisis of this kind , you also 

avoid the repeal of a lot of good legislation we already have. 

' .. 
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Eapeoially in a o8lllpa1gn year, it works both ways. I think we 

have to keep pushing all our eooial legislation to improve Govern-

ment machinery. 

Now, you spoke about that An~ilynohing Bill: You have got 

a situation up there_gn the Hill which goes back well over a hun-

dred years, when the Senate began calling itself the greatest de-

bating society in the worid -- the most exclusive club in the 

world -- "We operatl,l without any rules wbatsoever;" One of the 

inherent rights of a Senator is to filibuster just as long as he 

can stand on his feet, "We operate without rules." Now, one of 

the things that is a perfectly pract ical thing for everybody here, 
' 

and that is to put to every candidate for the United States Senate 

the question, "Are you in favor of the Senate continuing its right 

to filibuster and prevent bringing to a vote certain legislation 

that a minority of the Senators, a rather small minority, is op-

posing -- the majority in favor of it?" 

If you can _get a vote on the Antilynching Bill in the Senate 

it would go through-- we all know it. 

Q. For that reason, the questipn I wa.nt to emphasize, and it is one 

which should be of particular concern to all who are here, and 

that is, What can we do, what can. you do , Mr. President, in your 

position as the. official representative of our Government , to see 

that our Congress takes some position, some stand, on these issues, 

for t he very serious reason that, I believe, amone e large section 

of the population, the program for defense and rearmament, in some 

pl aoes , is held in suspicion because they feel that the fir~t ~ine 

of defense of America shoUld be that of the socrial needs of the 

., 
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people, and that this is the thi.Dg that QUl' Senators should oer-

tainly concentrate on with equal ardor as their concentration on 

our military objectives~ 

THE PRESIDENI': Nothillg more than you would have done right along. It 

means getting ninety- six Senators to say, "Go out and take a vote 

on the Antilynching Bill," You have had some rather definite ac-

cessions of strength this year. Take the Vice President and sev-

eral other southern Senators: they have given up and said, "Yes, 

we think it is better to take a vote." ~~ are gaining on it but 

you won' t get it this year. 

Q l was very much interested to note in your statement, after the 

rapid development of the emergency and after your bill for the ex-

tended arms program, that the hard won gains of labor should not 

be lost sight of in the present situation, and then the Congress, 

by a voice vote passed the Vinson Bill, •Nhich would, I think, be 

an opening wedge for undermining the thi-ng that has been so sl owly 

built up. 

THE PRESI'DENI': I h&ve been trying to get it eliminated in the Senate. 

Q That is what I want to ask you, What will happen in the Senate? 

THE PRESIDENI': I hope it will be eliminated . I do not knovr yet; they 

have not taken a vot e. 

Q What would you advise us to do? 

THE PRESIDENT: If they do pass it, of course, obviously, I ~~l have 

475 

to sign the bill but with it will go a statement that those cK8usee 

will not be used. 

Q In other words, those clauses are virtually voided by the Vlay you 

sign the bill? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q And will t hat be true of legislation of a silllilar type? 

THE PRESIDEm': I have been fighting it right along. 

Q ., Because, what "e have been struggling for , for eight year s , is being 

el1.Jninated in the course of a few weeks , 

THE PRESID~~ : Yes. And then, of course , another thing too -- on t he 

actual adlllinist ration,· people want to get things done. Now, in 

one of the departments I caught the other day an order going out 

for the Navy Department to the effect t hat any collUllandant of any 

i.Ddustrial plant, Navy yard , has the right to work peopl e forty-

eight hours a week without reporting i t back t o the Ne.vy Depart-

ment end t o me t o get permission. I j ust caught it by pure chance: 

It i s l egal to do it . As soon as I caught it, I said , "No commsn-

dant i s goi ng t o get that authori ty." 

Now, we all know in a Navy yard, for example, t here may be 

some speciaL trade like die s inkers . Well, if you know anything 

about ? i e s inkers , you know it is pr actically impossibl e to find 

a die sinker today. Therefore, in t hat case , a very , ve~ smell 

t rade , in order t o keep the rest of t he ple~t running forty hours 

a week, you may have to employ your die si~~era forty- eight hours 

a week, There are not very many of them. 

Now, that is t he k'ind. of an exception you have to have for 

the benefit of t he ot her ni~ety-nine per cent of the workers in 

'the yard . 

· But the general rule from now on , although tliey have the 

authority -- 'r caught it end t hey ere not goi.Dg to work forty-

eight hours except i n those speci al oases where one trade has to 

' -' ' 
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work t or a period unt il they can get more people in in that trade , 

t hat hi ghly skilled trade . That wi ll be the rare exception t o 

t he rule and we are going t o keep to t he regula r st andard ot forty 

hours a week. 
.· Q Mr. Presiden~ , I am chairman of the Connecticut Youth Council . In 

our State seven thousand young people ere aided by N.Y.A. out of 

125 thousand people that need it on relief certification. That 

is still the moat important problem for young people within our 

borders. Vie know that you, on le.nuery fourth , said that the plight 

or yout h was the special concern of Government. We· reel that such 

a tremendous problem must be a constant concern to the leaders of 

our Government . On Februe17 tenth we heard from you that ten, 

twenty , thirty years ego unemployment had no such worries for young 

people as now. Since then we have not heard anything t o the con-

trery. Nevertheless, the N.Y.A. end the C.C.C. exe a t the same 

figure t hat they were lest year so t hat the disparity between those 

that are giveu and those t hat need help still continues. We want 

an answer from you and we went a concrete proposal . 

THE PRESIDENT: ~ell , I think Mr. Hopkins has the general figures and 

plan on that . We ere extending, when we get this bill passed, we 

are extending the c.c.c. end N.Y.A . and , or cour se, the C.A.A. em

ployment. What do you suppose tlie total will be> B'erry (Mr. Hop

kins)? Have you got any ideo of the additional number? 

t.m. HOPKINS: I think it will probably be about ho million young people 

ell together. 

0, May I ask e question of Mr. Hopkins about that program? I ern very , 

very much concerned that in the. kind of training , apprenticeship 

I 
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training particularly, which these young people ar~ t o ba given, 

that i t ought to be of sut(icient breadth ao that attar the war 

we do not have the same situation for young people that we had 

after the last war. In other words, e necessity for a reorients-

tion of skills end occupations for a vast number of people who 
·-

have been trained with such a narrow concepti_on of training, be-

cause of the emergency, thst they have not the kind of skill which 

can be reoriented. Viill there be provision, or will the plan in-

volve a sufficiently broad training so that there is possibility 

of e rather rapid reorientation after the crisis is over? 

MR. HOPKINS: To the best of my knowledge -- I find this goins around 

the Government - - that is a diffi cult objective to identify with 

defense and the desire on the pert of the Army and the Nevy and 
\ 

the Air Force to meet a potential enemy. Obviously, that ought 

to be organized with all the brains and intelligence that it can 

be. 

I know a good deal about the difficulties of some of the train-

ing prior to and during the last war, when we had all t hese people 

under mobilization and demobilization end I doubt whether it is 

possible to organize the thing as meticulously as you indicate. 

None of the experts in that field whom I have seen think that it 

can be, 

on the other hand , I think the problem you raise is one being 

given consideration by the people who will manage the program be-

cause these people are very critical of the kind of training we 

got last time. I do not want to underestimate the problem you 

present --

I 
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THE PRmiDl!Nl': (interpoaiJig) It ~s practically a new subject that we 

only t~lking about, discussing , the last five or six hav/ b..!'en 

years and, ot course , into it enter a whole lot of things that ere 

' new t o all of us . Wall, I alW'SYS cite the thing that happened to 

me when I was Governor (of New YorJI:) . They passed two bills 

through the Legislature to provide two new normal schools tor the 

State ot New York, one in Long Island and one in the . western part 

of the State . Before I signed them I sent tor the Commissioner of 

Education and I said , Wfou have got a list , I think , of school 

teachers , t hat is to say certified school teachers, who are l ook-

ing for jobs?" He s&1d , wree." I said, "How many are there?" 

He said , "I don ' t know.• 

So he went end checked up and there were six thousand men 

and women , certified men and women , who had gone through Hunter 

College, normal school , teachers• colleges, et cetera , and who 

had been certified for employment as teachers . There were six 

thousand in the City of New York alone who had no job, and there 

wer e seven thousand up-State who were certified and looking for 

jobs. Now, they had gone through the entire educational period. 

They bed become qualit~d teachers and there were thirteen t hou-

sand more in the state of New York than we had jobs for. 

Well, what is one of the answer s? There was a little girl 

up in Hyde Park Village , a nice ki d , seventeen years old. She 

wrote to me and sai d , "I want to go to normal school over in New 

· Paltz." I sai d , "Why do you want to be a teacher?" "Well , I 
. 

don' t know. I rather like the idea . I t hink I would like to be 

' . 
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Well, abe did not have any particular qualiticationa1 .BnJ 
~ 

110re than the average girl in the world whan it colll8a to teaching. 

Nobody had ever looked her over. It she had gone to normal school 

she would have waited three years and than gone on the list because 

she did not have personality. She was a nice kid but no person-

ali ty. She might have been employed teaching in the grade school 

somewhere but I wouldn' t have picked her out, it I were running 

a school, es the kind or girl to teach those youngsters. 

Well , why? "I think I would like to. be a teacher. " Well, 

I talked to her end I said, "I would not like to go to 'normal 
, 

school if I were you," ' So, instead of that, she went down to a 

business college and became a stenographer and is doing reel well. 

It eo happened down in that region that there was a need tor ste-

nographers. 

Eventually, out of this study we ere making we ere going to 

present a lot of misfits in life, people who went to do a partie-

ular thing for which they are not fitted. 

I don't know what kind of an eX811lination there will be -- we 

do not know enough about it, but we will have to pick and cull 

the people for this particular trade, that-particular occupation, 

that particular profession. 

Well, you take one very p.recticel illustration' of this prob-

lem: Almost everybody tells me -- it is a good many years since 

I was in college that there are an awful lot of boys and girls 

who ought not to go to college but who do go to college and, as 

you know, take a graduate class today, I think probably in most 

of the colleges in this country you will find that the majority 
•• 
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ot boy and girl graduate• in thoee oollegee come to Cla11 Da7, 

C.,....enc .. nt 1la7 to get their diplou.e and tiler haYen1t the tog-

g1eet idea ot what tiler are go1D8 to do in lite. 

~ Mr. Pfeaidant, I would like to get back to the question ot the 
r I 

rights ot the negro people becauee I feel that the final teat ot 

any group that is interested in extending and preserrtng d8111ocraoy 

is the position ot the negro people. There are 15 million American 

Negroes who still do not enjoy fUll citizenshi p rights and we are 

in entire agreement on the proposition that th,.tirst line ot de

fense is the security and well-being of the citizens of any co~try • 
.$) 

The negro people are particularly interested 'in this theory 

because they feel that they do not have complete welfare and secur-

ity in the United States, which is a democracy, and we feel that 

since defense is the burnin8 question, that certainly the Adminis-

tration should go out vigorously , even perhaps more vigorously, 

on the question of the rights of }legroes as being as much a part 

of the program for defense as any other thing. 

Things th~ have 'Qeen brought up here are just a small part 

of the_ vast question with respect to the rights of ~egroes . In 
the South they are under the system of Jim Crow; in the North it 

i s more subtle but it has its forms,. and I feel there should be a 

vigorous indication on.. the part of the Administration on tile stand 

it takes on the negro question. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you are dead right. I do not know much about 
. 

the women's end of the negro question, but I know a lot about the 

men' s end. I went down t o Tuskegee a year and a half ago and at · 
l• 

that time, because of our tremendous forestry program, we were 

. . . 
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look1Da tor two tfl)el ot trained people. One wa1 the Sftduate 

forester, Well, that means just about as muoh time as it te.kll 
' 

to become a bachelor ot laws. And I eaid t o Dr. Patterson, "Is 

there any sohool in the country that has ever graduated a negro 

forester?• He said, ·"As tar as I know, no." 

"Have any ot them gone to the northern forestry schools?" 

•Not that I know ot." 

Secondly, we need a tremendous number of what is called 

"working fores~ers" who have not had the long three-year course 

but have had the short two-year course , which does not requi re a 

col.lege degree. Now, there is no school in the United States , no 

negro school that teaches forestry. Did you know that? 

Q, No • 

THE PRESIDENT: That is a true thing. 

MRS. ROOSE'I]!;LT: Would they have been taken on if they had taken the 

course? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , and particularl y in the South because there is e 

tremendous need. There is a profession at the present time where 

there ~s demand. It is as big, bigger than the supply -- graduate 

foresters and working foresters. 

Q, Thdy work in groups; do they not? 

THE PRESIDENT: No -- what do you mean? 

Q, You don ' t send one lone forester to s special place; you send a 

gr oup? 

THE PRESIOEm': No . 

Q. You would have to send s unit of colored workers? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not necessarily. Believe me , they are eo scarce t oday 

... 
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that the:y would take ~bod7. There ·are e good 1114DY thi<llgs we 

have not gone into alOllg that line tor detini te occupations tor 

negro 111en and negro boy&. We ere not teachillg thiiiiiL. Teke aiJiple 

engineerillg. Out through ·the West, on these soil ero&ion control 

project&, we haTe not got enough young engineer& that know the 

practical engineering field work to till jobs on the different 

projects that we are running all through the Middle West and the 

Prairie States. There is no place to train them. 

Q The question I am raising is that there are definite policies that 

have grown to be such a definite part of our American system that 

we have come to accept them, that prevent Negroes from taking a 

full part in the life of America • 

THE PRESIDENT: I am not so much interested in the statement of policy 

as I am interested in the training. What I am trying to do is to 

get negro colleges to train people in the work where there is a 

real need for them. That is practical. 

Q I think, since we have had all of these Yankees speaking, we ought 

to let a Southerner speak. Down South we are having an awful lot 

of talking these days, and newspaper editorials, about fifth col - r 

r'l 
umns. In Nashville there was an old man who had a map in his 

pocket , I believe of Memphis, and they had banner-head columns, 

"Fith Column Man Arrested," and two days later they released him. 

He was not an agent ot a foreign government . He w:as a 11 ttle de-

men ted. 

Down in Houston, Texas , we had a young Negro who was to speak· 

on the un-Amerioan activities of Mr. Dies. The American Legion 

protested to the agency that had charge and the permit was with-

. . ~·. 
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drawn, 'llany people, nevertheless, 081118 to the meeting in carloads 

but the pol1o8111an o8111e w1 th the speaker to the meeting to see that 

t he meeting was not held. 

We have all sought in the South to find out about the un-

Americen' activities, What I wonder is where ere these un-Americen 

activities that we s.re ~ving .end do they exist? I have asked a 

lot of people coming down in the train, "Do you see any fifth ool-

umn?" At first people say, "They must be here because the edito-

rials say so,• I wonder whether the greet interest in your speeches 

end other speeches of people in the American Government about the 
~ 

dangers or foreign elements working. among us, and if the increased 

appropriation for the Federal Bureau of Investigation, end if_ the 

subtle end, I think, partial endorsement of the Dies Committee 

which you recently gave in saying that you got . some information 

from the Dies Committee -- I wonder if you yourself and members 

ot-the Government are not partly responsible for this great scare 

and I wonder if the fifth c.olumn activities actually exist among 

us? 

THE PRESIDENl': They do, very definitely, I will give you a very simple 

example: There are at the present time , with.in the past couple or 

months, I suppose there are at least between forty - - that is a 

guess on my part but I think it is about right -- about forty or 

fifty factor~es in this country where somebodY, in the factory has 

attempted to destroy the tools in those factories. That is fifth 
' 

column. That is the easiest example I know of. Those ~e per

fectly known cases. . . . 

Q In your Reorganization Order, which transferred the Alien Immigration 

I 
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Bureau from the Department of Labor to the Department ot J'uetioe -

I did not han a ohanoe t o read i t all -- did it provide at all 

tor the defense ot aliens? 

THE PRESIDENI': It does not change the law. .... 
Q It did not change the law at all? 

THE PRESII)ENl': No. 

Q Doesn' t it seem to you like -- I think it has been shown that the 

aliena are brought up before this commission. It is not a trial 

in the sense that it is a court, it is an Administration commie-

sion appointed by the Administration and the Administration halts 

there. Although these aliens in the past have had the right to 

counsel, it is a sort of hazy right and not lll8llY of them have 

lawyers. Don' t you think, especially in these hysterical times , 

these persons - -

THE PRESIDENl': (interposing} Do you .know of any cases where , before 

these commissions, there has been any denial of justice proven? 

Q I know in the World War, right after the World War t here was defi-

nitely, I think. 

THE PRESIDENI': I think there was. I think a good deal of it went on 

at that time , which· accumulated into the bomb t hat was set off up 

here on R St reet to try to blow the Attorney General of the United 

States into small atoms. It was hysterical, of course; no question 

about that. In t he same way, I do not know how many judges you 

have got in this country all told, but thousands and thousands. 

Well , in any large number of officials you are bound to find prob

ably the same number, the eame percentage of people who go off . . 

halt- cooked, ot people who do stuitid things, the same number ae 
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you do 1n any other walk of lite. There are probably Just as 

many stupid or cr ooked people 8111ong the le.ley'ers or the oleru aa 

there are 1n the Amerioan Yout h Congress. 

Q I know a lot ot people. 

THE PRESIDENI': In other words, you are bound to have down at the bot-

tom, 1n those things, certain denials ot justice. What we are 
-

trying to do is -keep the percentage as low as possible. 

Q It I could go on a little mor e. It seams , though, in this s ituatiQn --

I believe you are in favor of the .public defender system -- that 

1n these Administration trials , that these persons should be al-

lowed some sort of counsel because the rules of evidence are dif-

ferent in Administration tribunals than they a re in the courts and, 
.;; 

1n hysterical times, w1 th the Department of .Tustioe being the tryer 

··and prosecutor , unless--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No , because the- same people are going 

to do · that . The personnel has not changed. There vrill be no 
' 

change in the personnel . 

Q I think, as you probabl¥ know, the majority of American young people 

support the national defense policy anq internal actions against 

fifth columnists. But I think the thing that worries a great 

many of the progressive young people -- there are two things that 

really worry them: one is the fact that so many people who have 

been opposed to all the socfil legislation of the New Deal are 

now suddenly coming around end giving· support ·to armaments and 

things like that, and the second thing is the point made here . . . 
about so many evidences of real hysteria among such men as Governor 

Rivers, who are coming out against the fifth column. I know or 

... 
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German Americans who eay that people are spying on them and making 

lite miserable. 

There are two questions I have: (1) How can wa guarantee 

that a r~rmament ' program, the national defense program, will not 

tal l into the hands of reactionaries who have always been against 

-us? 

THE PRESIDEt~: Eternal vigilance is the only thing I know. The fact 

that some ot these people have suddenly shifted over is probably 

-a good sign. Some of them I did not think could ever shift over. 

Q But in l ocal organizations , in the R. O.T. C. and C. C. C. and other 

places, t here is al~~ys a danger that education and everything 
' . 

else will be in the hands of traditional militarists and· others 

who are pretty r eactionary people, and it seems to me -- I think 

that many people who have questioned this thing could feel so much 

more certain in their support of the arms program if we felt that 

there v~sntt a greatly strained relation going on ana peopl e who 

are suddenly coming to yhe support of the arms program ·might not 

automatically - -

THE PRESID~: (interposing) Eternal vigilance. 

'Q And the second question is, Just who are the fifth columnists in 

the United Stat.es besides the obvious ~pies? .Aren' t there people 

like Mr. Girdler-and Ford and others who really are the fifth 

column? 

THE PRESIDENI': Just exactly tlle same category -- I agree with you 

people who avoid the consequences of it, the Gir~lers in life as 

well as the people who try to put emery into the machinery. I 

think eternal v~gilance is the only answer. You are going t o have 
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a certain percentage of oases, like I said , that will be badly 

handled and everythi1J8 else. You have got to watch that , the in-

dividual case. 

Q You suggested in your speech at the beginniiJ8 of the meeting that 

the choice of the people of the world today was a ~boice between 

forms of government , so my questions ere these: 

First, do you believe that the Allies are defendi1J8 any par-

ticular form of government, whether they are concerned with democ-

racy? 

And the second, if that is true, is it borne out by their 

imperialistic policies? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think that is t he question . I would put it 

the other way around. Where would you rather live, in France or 

Germany, today? 

Q You a re asking me? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q Is t here much choice today? I would answer that I would much prefer 

living in the United States . 

THE PRF..SIDENT: Yes , but between France and Germany I would certainly 

muc~ rather l ive in France. After all, the civil liberties in 

! France have always been, on the whole, pretty good . The ~ranch 

people ere an extremely independent people, if you know anything 

about them. I think their form of government is very ·cumbersome 

and I think this changing of administration every few months is 

an extremely bad way of runniJl8 e government in any country. But 

they have a pretty .tree method of life and you will find that the 
-· 

average French family has a great deal of civil liberty. Now, if . ' ' 

'· 

.. · 
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r had to choose bet ween the two, I would rather live in lrance 

than in Germany. . 

~ The question now is whether I would enjoy living in t he French 

colonies and, I woul~ have to anBl'rer, ~No. " 

THE PR.ESIDENI': I agree with you. I am talking as bet ween France and 

Germany. I would say this -- have you ever been to !.lsrtinique? 

Q. No. 

j THE PRESIDENI' : Martinique is a French colony and they have a v~cy in

terest ing form of local government for nearly all Negroes. They 

get on extremely well with the small number of French white people 

who ere do·HD there. They never have any trouble. They have a 

low st andard of living but that is so all through the West Indies. 

They are a happy , cheerful people end , surprisinely, t hey have 

much better education among the Negroes of Uertini que t han we have 

in most of our states in the South. rlow, that is an interesting 

feet end thnt is a French colony. The same thing appli es to 

Guadalupe. 

~ Not i .n Indo-China? 

THE PR.ESIDENI' : Indo- China, no . 

Q. ~don t t want ' prolong this disc~Lssion but I would like to ask one 

more -- t he first quest ion I asked you , whether you believed that 
. -

the Allios were fight ing for democracy , whether they ere concerned 

with --

THE PRESIDENT : (interpos ing) Put 1 t the other way a r ound . They are 

fighting for a bet ter form of democracy , certainly, than Germany 

i s fighting for . I would say it is an ideal . 

Q. Do you believe that England can regain t he democracy that the British 

' 
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people have recently given up? 

THE PRESIDENI': Wbo is suffering from that? 

Q Well , I would think that in the long run the worl'd is suffe:dng. 

THE PRESIDENI': No, I am talking about England . 

Q The British people, 

THE PRESIDENI': Most of the people in England who ere going. to be caught 

by that last order . .in Council are the richer people in England , . 
They are t~ that ere going to have their property taken away 

from the111 , And, furthermore, llmowing hiat9ry, I do not believe 

for e minute at the end of this war that they are going to continue 

a thing · like that , n.ot for a second . 

Q May I bring e message from the Midwest? 

THE PRJ!SIDENT: What? 

Q May I bring a message from the Mid~est? I come from the State of 

' 

Wisconsin, the home of the elder Senator La Follette . During the 

p~st four or five years I have been working there in t he Y. M. C. A, 

and during the last three Y'ears for t he National Peace Council . 

In talking with some of the ''Y" people throughout the country v;ho 

have been follo~~ng these questions of the /<merican relationships 

in the international· scheme , I find there are quite a few questions 

that come into the offices with respect to what is the best de-

fe.nse policy for tllia country to follow. That seems to be a ques-

tion that is before most of the persons who are asktne these ques-

tiona at the present time . 

The questions seem to run along these lines: First of all, 

What is the bes t de-fense policy for the United States to foll ovr? 

And then most of tllem raise a second question: \'there is our real 
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enemy? Most of them, they t end t o indicate in their letters and 

in their s tatements that t hey feel the real enemy is within this 

country, that there is very little danger of the Unit ed States of 

Amerlca being invaded by a foreign i'Ilvader, that it we are going 

t o adequately protect this country end the things for which it 

stands and the Western Heni1ephere stands, we hays t o talk in terms 

of the defense of the democratic privileges of the members of all 

the minority groups, of ell t he different class interests in this 

country. And many of them are wondering why, when the quest i on 

is raised in the various places, the Administration or the Congress, 

that when the question is raised more attention is not given to 
' 

what they consider to be more important , the question of defen·se 

from our enemies YlhO are within this count ry instead of talking 

in t erms of t he distance of certain poi nt s in the United States---

from possible air raid bases , and the question of a foreign invader, 

end the question of protecting ourselves by buil ding up armies 

against that i'oreign invader, which they think will protect us 

against e foreign enenw? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is a little bit a question of the English language. 

If I say ~o you~ "What is the total of five apples end !'our peers? 

give me one word that describes it ," you cannot . It i s still five 

appl es and four pears. 

! What you are doing and so many peopl e are doing, perfectl y 

naturally, is to fell for the misuse of the English word "defense. " 

That word "defense" means tv;o separate things , just as dii'ferent 

as apples a r e from pears. Yo~e talking in one breath, a.b~ut 

the American' s defense of his way of life and trying t o build up 

•' . 
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• witb.ili our om Nation a better way ot lite . We han got to han, 

tor the future of t he Nation, irreepectiTe of armies, irreepectiTe 

ot naTies , irrespective of aviati on, we ' have got t o have better, 

stronger, more prosperous and better living people than we haTe 

got ~9dB1• Now, that is one problem. 

Now, you cannot tal~ about that problem exactly~ using the 

same words, as you do about the possibility ot the invasion of the 

United States, or letting' people put a stone wall or a concrete 

well or an armed wall around our country. That is an entirely 

different subject , just as different as apples are from pears. 

Now, I em all for what you are talking about and what they 
' 

are talking about in the Y. M. C.A.• s throughout the West . Of course 

we are talking about it but do not let us make a comparison between 

that and a different subject, because it is a different subject. 

Q. I think also there is a distinction between the two eubjectEI. My 

point is that many of the inquiries that come 1n believe that the 

most important of the eubjects is not being streseed adequately 

~t the present time. 

THE PRESIDENT: ~ell , perhaps it is ~ot. It is a little bit difficult 

in our system of goverrunent to pursue-two equally important things 

w1 th equal emphasis at the same time. That is darned hard. 

Q Mr. President, the C. I.O. Ex~cutive Board has been 1n executive 

session here for three days end that Executive Board adopted a 

resolution on national defense based on the fact that we believe 

that one ot the most important elements for national defense is 

keeping up the morale of the people end their confidence in our 

country and its institut~ons and, i·n order to follow that out , 
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~bat it ie absolutely necessary t o maintain the righ~s ~hat the 

people have gained, particularly the right s and gains made b7 

labor the past rew years under your adlll1n1etrat1on . 

It was during these sessions ot the Executive Board that it 
-. ~ 

was reported t here that aany employe.rs are us1n8 t he war hysteria 

and using the ory ot patriotism and nstional derense as an exouse 

t o try to take away trom labor some ot the gains that labor has 

made, 

Now, the question is this: We know your position on this 

because you have stat ed i t clearly and positively. Wo~d it be 

pos~ible for you to issue an Executive Order which would provide 

that i n every contract made by the United States Government for 

arms or for any other goods or services required by the Government , 

t o include in there, as a c,ondition of this contract , that every 

employer shall adhere to and shall obey the laws on the statute 

books, such as t he National Labor Relations Act, the Wages and Hours 

law and such other legislation as has given to labor and to the 

people such rights as t hey deserve? 

That does not require any legislation. It merely requires 

an Executive Order by the President instructing the adm~nistrative 

agencies of the United St ates. It certainly would be a tremendous 

sign t o labor and th.e people of t his country that, as far as the 

Administration is concerned, that i t intends to see that these laws, 

which will maintain morale and which will height en conf idence , ere 

going t o be enforced , and that at least every possible effort is 

going to be made t o enforce them. Would it be possible for suoh 

an Exeouti ve Order to be made? 

• 
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'1'BI PRIBIDitll': llben Sidney Hill.mall gets down on Kolld~ - U ill a 

little bit of -- what do law students oall it? -- it ill a bit of 

1111rplueage t o say in a oontreot that you han got to lin up to 

the law because they have to enywey. But I will tel.k to Sidney 

Hillmen, You mean t he morel effect of i t ? 

Q, Because, actually , our experience has shown that employers are using 

the situation, t he cry of patriotism, the cry of •we have t o do 

everything for national defense• t o break down the morale , t he 

organization, and create the thought in the minds of the people. 

that perhaps t his war is s pretext to produce tremendous profits 

for employers and misery for the people . We have got to stop t he 

development of that psychology or else the intern.al part of the 

national defense , the morale of the people, 1Yill be broken down 

and create a situation detrimental to the country. 

THE PRESIDENT: There ie, I believe, i n the pr esent Government contracts 

a clause to the effect that this contract is subject to the fUll · 

force and -effect of all statutes, et cetera , of the United States. 

I imagine t hat is in ell Government contracts still . I am not 

dead sure. JIJJ.ywey, I em glad you mentioned i t. I will ;:.take it 

up, 

Q, During the coming summer I shall be at a lot of conferences of church 

youth and , as you know, they spe~d freely of their t ime in the 

discussion of social and political problems. One of the questions 

in the mult iplicity of t hem there ere conscientious objectors 

and they are again asking, 8lld I know they will be e eking all sum

mer, "Ifill America give tbe same assurances and the same guarante~s 

t hat England is giving to her consci entious objector s?" The last 

• 
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war s howed a lesson we all r emember and t he question 1s whether 

they haYe learned t hat lesson? 

THE PRESI DENT: Oh, yea ; sure. There is no doubt about i t. 

Q I want ed to get baok to the question of jobs . In the Yout h Commis

sion reports lest November it wee pointed out that there were eo 

many more youths today than there ever have been before and would 

be in another deoede. It was pointed out further that even 1n s 

noma! expansion of -,;ar industries there would be few jobs open 

to young peopl e and t hat t he Government should sponsor some type 

of Federal projects , I presume similar to the N.Y.A. or the W. P.A., 

but on s national scale end on e much more substantial and secure 

basis, presumably something like the American Youth Act. 

I would like to know your expression of opinion on that recom

mendation? 

TID: PRESI DENT: Viell, of course this thing divides 1n about fifty or a 

hundred different ~ys. As Mr. Hopkins said , we are going to have 

a great many more opportunities for young people to get jobs. 

Right , Harry? 

MR. HOPKINS: Yes, s ir. 

MRS. ROOSEVELT: Eave you got that appropriation or is it still subject 

to Congressi onal act i on? 

.THE PRESIDENI': Vie haven' t any money. There been tt been a bill gone 

through. I haven' t a penny 1n my pocket . 

~ Mr. President, one of the main groups that suffers from or is in 

danger or suffering from the fifth column tal k is the group or 

r efugees in this country. I know, in working with church groups 

who are tryins t o place refugees, that recently the groups that 

' 
' 
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• would naturally take and try to fit in refugees have been 'Very 
• 

much disturbed as to whether or not these refugees , driven out 

by injustice , were not likely to be fifth columnists. We were 

wondering if eomethi.ll8 could not be done from headquarters which 

would t end t o allay the suspicions of aliens as such, particularly 

those who haTe come t o this country as refugees. 

THE PRFSIDENT: Well, we ere try!.ng to be just as fair on that propos!-

tion. as we can. Luckily, ·the refugees have got interested in them 

a good many private organizations. Now, it is up to those private 

organizationS t o see to it that DO discrimination is ShOW!! to the 

rerugees. Now, of course, the refugee has got to be checked be-

cause, unfortunately , among the refugees there ere some spies, es 

bas been found in other countries . kud not ell of them are volun-

• tery spies -- it is rather e horrible st ory but in some of the other 

countries that refugees out of Germany have gone to, especially 

Jewish refugees , they have round a number 0 1' definitely proven 

spies. It sounds like a horrible thing but, in most cases , the 

reeaon for that is this , that the refugee has lett Germany and 

then bee been told by the German Government, "You have got to con-

duct t his particular spy work and if you don ' t make your reports 

regularly back t o sonia definite agent in the country , you ere going 

to -- we ere frightfully sorry, but your old rather and old mother 

will be t aken out end shot." It ·has been spying under compulsion 

• 
and it is an amazill8 story that we have rather fully . Of course 

it applies to e very, very small percentage of refugees corning out 

of Germany but it does apply end, therefore, it is somethill8 that • . 
we have t o watch. I sn t t it rather a horrible thing? 

., 
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Q. Mr. President , I was goillg t o f ollow up with this c. o. ( oonso1en-

t 1ous obJeot or) question : One or the problema we haTe i s whether 

t he group t hey will haTe t o come before , a t ri'bunal or wbateTer 

t hOT happen to be , is a sympat hetic group, or what kind of approaoh 

t hey haTe to make -- whether it will be the War Department or the 

Juattce Department that will handle t he cases , or whet her i t will 

be under oivil i an oontrol, l ike under the American Friends ' Com-

mittee , or something like t hat ? 

THE PRESIDENT: We ere going to t ry to keep all t he exiating machinery 

without putt ing in new machinery and, of course, the existi ng 

machinery is oivilian machinery. 

~ In your analysi s of one of the reasons why cooperative efforts to 

preve.nt aggression failed, you mentioned specifically fear of war 

on the part of people everywhere thet led them to fear the appli -

oation of sanctions. I think there was also an element of fear 

caused by groups of people who did not want to halt agreaaion. I 

think that reactionary forces played on the fears of people and 

led t ham t o refrain. We are told that international growth of 
I 

disorders res~ts in growths of disorders at home. 

The big problem for the future , and the problem"that agitates 

young people more than anything else is , what hope -- I think it 

is a real problem - - what hope is there that even if the Allies 

do win, that even twenty years f rom today that the same thing 

won' t happen? that we won ' t go through the same t ragic story? 

Doesn' t it ef fect t he domestic organization of the oount ry when-

aver we have nations in power? I do not know whet her you oan an-

swer that quest ion, but what possibili ties are t here for the tut ure 
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whioh will keep this thi~~g fl"OIII happening all onr agein? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, again you are gettiDg into a guessiDg field, but 

let's put it this way: Since --well , the Napoleonic era -- prac-

~ioslly there hasn't been any real serious, widespread aggressi on 

on the part of nations that call themselves demoorat1c -- since 

about 1815. There have been minor episodes , yes, but no wide-

spread military effort to dominate the world . I mean, that is 

history. That is 125 years. 

On the other hand, there have been certain very definit e ef-

forts to e:xpand the i'ield of military aggression to very, very 

wide areas and very, very l arge numbers of human people on the 

part of non- democratic nations and, just on the doctrine oi' chances --
.' 

well, let us take a simple problem: SUppose in 1918 Canada passed 

into German control, Well, we would have a very dii'ficult p roblem 

in our relationships with Canada today, twenty-two years later, 

than if we had an armed Canada under a more or lees democratic form 

oi' government like ours. That is on the doctrine of history. I 

think that i s the easiest way of putting it , 

~ I agree with that, Mr. President, but let t s take this assumption 

that the world , the peopl e of the world entrusted you to write the 

next peace and you had to meet around a conference table with repre-

.sentativee of other nations t o discuss the treaties of peace? Ho?l 

would America be effective in establishing democratic governments 

if that is the clue to fut ure peace? I do not know that I am maki ng 

my question clear -- '- J 

-. 
THE PRESIDEm': (interposing} · We have a pretty good idea of what y;e 

would seek. That is something . In other words, we hsve a program 

!' ... 
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that is ·no secret. I t i s t he eltainetion -- I have put it t hat 

way on several occasions -- i t is the el iminat ion ot tour tears. 

Well, let us take them: first, the tear they have in a great 

ID8Jly countries t hat they cannot . worship God ~n their own way. 

That is another way ot saying, "freedom of religion," In autoc-

racies they do not have f r eedom of religion. That would, be. a con-

dit i on of the peace. 

Secondly, the fear of not being able t o speak out, the fear 

of repression of the press, .of news services, and in autocracies 

you have not· ~ot freedom of expression. Therefore, freedom of l 
expression is one of the oardinsl principles fo~ peace. 

Then you come to two other fears : first, the fear :or arms 

and the only way to eliminate the fear of s.rms is to stop arms , 

That is something t o work for and the country is working for those 

things. Whether we will have any success , G?d knows, but at 

least we are working for them and have got s program. 

And the final thing is the fear of not being able to have 

normal economic and social relations with other nations . In other 

words, whet we are after is freedom of commerce and freedom of 

culture, because the two go.Jland in hand . 

There are four things , four fears v:e are trying t o remove, 

four objectives we are trying to attain. That is something to 

think over, something to work for. 

Now, we may not have any influence at all whiur it comes to 
. 

making ·s pesos at t he end of this war. On the other hand , when 

' .,, 
I 

we have a nation of 140 million people, with a fairly well under-

stood program, it may have some influence on other nations ot the 
' · 

.\ 
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worl d. 

Q But 1n Oe!'MJ11', ~ a sanae, arter the World Wer, those four feera 

were el1.111nated. There na demooraoy 1n Oel'IIII.D;r, freedOIII of re-

l igion. Germany was ginn an opportunity by other n~tiona . I 

will quality that: Oel'llaDy did have some opportunity t o get l oana 

anyway from other nations. And yet, Germany went autooratio, Ger

many went fascist beoause of t he inability of the economic system 

to function w~th1.n Germany. Doesn' t it seem t here should be a fifth 

item, that of giving people economic security in all countries? 

THE PRESIDENr : Yes, that is the fourth poi nt I am making. Freedom of 

i .nterchange of goode, ot articles of commerce, and human beings --

culture. 

Q Do you think the men who built up Hitler, if they should be around 

a conference table With you, w6uld be the kind of men that would 

give that kind of freedom to their own people? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not under present conditions. No, not for a minute. 

Q I live 1n Pennsylvania, 1n a county where I am afraid the Republi-

cans ar~ going to think I am in the fifth column. (Laughter) The 

questi on I ask is , What do you think of making a statement to the 

Nation t o allay this tsar: We are living in a world of tear and 
' when a statement on fifth columns oomes from the Presldent , it 

- f rightens them a great deal and it seems t o me all the papers t ook 

it up. For example, the Ledger 1n Philadelphia is running an ex-

pose' -- they are not exposing anything but they are creating fear 

i n the minds of people. Could you make a statement to stop this 

fear, which is a wastage of the --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) 01' course I have said that , in effect , 
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on eneral oooasions, U does depend OD the indh'idual oase. It 

you are not guilty ot enJthiDg, tor God's sake, don't get soared. 

When people like the Ledger make all sorts of gl itter1Dg statements, 

somebodJ shoul~ say publicly, -what are you talking ~bout? Who 

are you talk1Dg about? Come down to brase taolcs." 

Q You spoke in your epeeoh or the firth oolumn. That fenned the flame. 

THE PRESIDJ!Nl': I spoke for a half hour and I had t o oonr f.irty subjects 

in half en hour. I oould not go into detail. 

~ But it adds tuel to the f ire -- the war hysteria. 

THE P.RESIDENI': You know, when I start one of those things I have, from 

different groups around the country, requests sayi ng this , that or 

the other thing. This last Fireside Chat , if I had put in, talked 

about various requests mads to me, I would have had to talk for 

three hours and a half' . 

Q If Hit ler should wiD this war, there has been all kinde of talk about 

readjus tments that this country would have to go through, the loss 

of foreign trade, and building up a tremendous armament machine. 

Now, hes the Administration gone into that ? Have you any ideas --

aan you give us an i dee of what sort of' readjustment , Teorientat ion, 

this country may have to go through if Hitler should win the war? 
.. 

THE P.RESIDEm': First of all , I have t o ask you to consider yourself 

Hitler. Suppose you were a Victorious Bitler, whet would you do? 

I do not know htm, never met him. I know all sorts of stories . 

I have heard the story that he wanted t o go back and paint pictures 

t hat t hat is hie one desire, to go beck and paint pictUres. He may 

do it . I don ' t know. It is anybody' e guess. Or he might do l ike ~ 

other successful conquerors ; he might say, "I have got a third of 

' . 
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the world and I ha't'e f i xed up relations wit h anot her third ot the 
world, the hr laet . Why ehould I s t op? Bmr about this Alleri oan 
t hird?• I am not eaying that i s a probabi lity, because it would 
be silly. I am sa:ying i t is a possibilitx, which is correct , and 

' therefor e , i t it i s a possi bility , which it is , we have got to say 
t o ourselves, "We have got to pr epare against it. • .. 

And then we go back to Hitl er' s mi nd and say, "How i s he going 
t o do i t i t he adopts that t hesis?• And we are goi ng to say, "Wel l , 
one obvious t hi ng would be to go down t o t he Argenti ne, where we 
have a l arge German population that has never assimilated with t he 
Argent ine peopl e . • They are not like our Germans, t hey have re-
mained by t hemselves. They have over a million I talians down there. 

He (Hitler) Would say to the Argentine Government , "Now I have 
a nice littl e trade bloc here. It is very nice. Do you want to I 

j oin it?" (Argentine would say,) •No. What are the terms?" 
(Hit ler would s~y, ) "Wel l , you can' t live in the Argentine unless 

.you can export your beef and your corn and your wheat . You will 
all go broke. We will give you a quota and we will t ake so .many 
t ons of beef and take so many bushel s of wheat and corn, and we 
will tell you where to send them. We wil l all ocate t hem and you 
have got t o sell them through t he Germanie Corporation at e charge 
ot t wo per cent commi ssi on on it . And we wil l tel l you where to 
send it. We don' t l ike the way t he Belgi ans are behaving ; now, 
t hey can tend,t or thems~lvea this year. " So next year they don't 

I 

like the Danes , so t hey will keep Argentine corn: out ·ot Denmark. 
I t will be complet ely in t he control of .a l ittle group . 

•Kell , " says the Argentine, "how are you going t o pay us?• 

.. 
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.. ell, there 11 no auoh th1118 ae gold 111 the world; we will P87 

you 111 steel reUs. • •Bell, we don't want steel reile. • •Hell, 

you haTe got to take steel rails.• .. ell, there is no lol18er any 
~ 

independence when we do that. • . And then Germany, the Ge:nDania 

Corporation eaye t o the Argentine, "Take it or leave i t . By .the 
(' 

we,y, we forgot , you cannot have planes or an an~~;Y , except planes 

a.nd a.n a:rmy a.nd a navy that are run by German otticeJ!s." Argen-

tine says, •we oa.nnot do t hat . We will lose o~r independence. 

We are Atgentiniens." The Germania Corporation will say, •Sorry, 

we ca.n tt t ake it . Sell your surplus products t o the United States ," 

knoWing darned well that the United states has a surplus of beet 

and wheat and corn of its own. 

Well, t hat is not i .nfiltration ; that is something very, very 

different . That is highjacking. 

Q It seems t o me we are all getting critical, talking about our Amer-

icen way of life, and we have had demonstrated clearly here tonight 

t hat democracy does not exist in the United Stat es 

TBE PRESIDENT: (int erposing) That is some statement . 

Q .In feet , it does not - - the poll ta~and such things as that -- we 

know in peaceti.mee and even in the beet times it is not a fact . 

Well , it is going to be worse in the event or war. And t he first 

thing i s that there is much talk now -- the Dies Committee -- ot' 

un-American activities, Communists and fifth columns. Well, I 

would like t o know who is going to define them, what they are a.nd 

what is happen1II6 to them. I th1nk the first indication of wlie.t 

is happening to the American people as a whole i s this att ack on 

Communist s . 

-· 
• 
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THE PRESIDENT : Well, I think the first definition to put in that class 

are those people who prefer to live under the Communist system of 

" government instead of the American system. 

~ Isn' t that a democratic right? 

THE PRESIDEm': Oh, yes. 

Q Then why do we permit laws to be passed which keep such people oft 

the W.P.A. rolls? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is e democratic and, incidentally, i~ is e consti-

tut.ionsl thing, but you have not got a chance in these times and 

you never will have, in ruy judgment, of establishing the Communist 

form of Government . 

~ That is not the question. 

THE PRESIDENr: I think it is sort of silly t o •taste time on it. 

Q Isn't it against the Constitution, its provisions? 

THE PRESIDENI': You can amend tile Constitution any time you want . 

Q Has it been emended? 

THE PRESIDENT: You have a swell chance of 'doing it on that law. 

Q On the question of civil liberties, we see in the Senat e an emend-

ment introduced by Senator Reynolds whom, by his associations, it 
, . 

has been established , many pe~ple consider to be one who is not . 
particularly a friend of the Americ8ll Communists. This amendment 

pertains t o barring aliens , Communists and Nazi Bund members, from 

industry engaged in interstate co~nerce. 
· .. 

~ie see a sequel to this in the House l'lhere t here was , not re-

ported by the Committee but from the floor of the House, %~thout 

discussion, accepted by t he Committee , an amendment introduced to 

the Relief Act of the same kind . And I wish to speak particularly 

.. 
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about this ae it would apply to people who are unemployed and who 

desire to remain members of an or ganization, such as t he organize-

t i on I em e member of . But first, :j.et rno sey t hat bot h of t hese 

amendments 1'1111 heve a tendency t o work a greet har dship on p~opl~ 

who msy choose, at t he present time, to disagree with t he boss; 

whether on ~ .P . A. or on eny other jobs, J t hink t here is a great 

danger they may be immediately branded sa subversive or fifth col-

umn elements because they disagree with the boss, end thus rail-

roaded out of their jobs. 

Now, let us deal with the Relief Act. It already has one 

clause which prohibits employment to anyone who anvocetes the 

overthrow of our Government . Secondly, there is a clause which, 

by the way , ell mer~bere of the Workers ' Alliance have taken , end 

in the Act it applies to supervisory end administrative personnel 

who ere to say that "We her eby pledge to defend our Const~tution 

and our countl'Y egllinst ell enemies , :foreign or domestic , " 

It is our feeline -- I should sey·it is my feel ing -- I speak 

as an indivie~al bare tonight - - that this kind of amendment in 

the Act should not be permitted to go through but , rather, t his 

clause, pledge, or if it is already in the Act, should be substi-

tuted t herefor and mode mandatory for project workers , and it should 

say that any worker who takes this oat h t o defend our country against 

all enemies , foreign a,nd domestic, including eliens, if you please , 

should have the rlght to work, because the right to lite and t he 

pursuit of happiness includes the risht to work. 

Y:e f eel that this clause is directly contrary to law, which 
• 

provicee f or ~2 , 000 . fine or ~~ yesre in prison or both as a 
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penalty tor anyone who discriminates or dis turbs anyone because 

of race, religion or politics, also another section which prohibits 

discrimination against anyone becouse of his support of any polit-

ical cnmpaign or the support of any political party. 

And lastly, we feel that these amendments er e al l unconsti-

t utionsl . I bad e discussion e couple of days ago with Senator 

Thon~s, Ch~irmsn of the Connntttee on Education, who concurred in 

that view. 

In vlew of this end the danger of this, end tha foot tlwt 

this seems to have been thru&:t i n here because of the war situo-. .. 
tion, we fel'l that t hat shoul(l not be permi tte•l 11<t.,gst pAst your 

desk. 

THF PRESIDF.N'l': I think the Senator Reynolds ' amendmen t is utterly 

stupid end the other amendment is wholly unnecessary , end I tlll1 

doing my best t o eet t hem out in confer ence. 

Q !1r . Pr esiC.ent , 

Q. (int erposing) Ur. President , -

THE PR'F'SIDEJzy: (int e::-podng) 'the:- lll:s not spoken? (Laughter) 

q, l.'r . President , I havt> ccme here tonie;ht in order t o ask one very 

simplA and nne Vt'ry basic question and yet it tollchee rather deeply 

everything that y,as sei<l here t onir;ht. I want t o t::O beck a 11 ttle 

bit , keepiltg in P•inil your warnine , to the time you ce~re into t he 

Presiden<:y , auo 1 t occurs to me as we ore sitting here t onight 

thr>t for o long time t here we looked to 'PreRident Roosevolt oe e 

l eader. who, in the case of civil liberties , 111 th& oeea of the 

rights of aliens , in the cAse of the right to wox:k, in .the oaae 

of expension of opportunities for young people for j obs , for train-
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1ng and education, in the case of the housing program, in the case 

o f the health progrem, was e fighter, wee a man who di d not off er 

t o us t he excuse t hat such e thing could not be eot by t he House , 

that there were forces in the Senate who would not listen t o t his 

or t hat proposal,, but a man who carried t he fight t o the people 

and from the people he got the support vthich pushed t hese bills 

through the House nnd pushed them through t he Senate. 

Now, what has al armed us end the reason we gat her here t onight 

is t het something has happened, something serious he~ happened , 

that this war hns caused the President , has caused the members of 

his Cabinet to somehow forget this very import ant , this first line 

of defense , of social security , the peace end happiness of our 

people, end has definit el y, and I think we may say very positivel)r 

placed in a secondary position these t hings that we require , food 

end housin.g and clothins , end hee placed in front of those things 

the needs for nati onal defense, Vlhich we ell grftnt - - we ar e all 

in unity , we grant these t hings , but we demand -- yes , I say we 

insist -- that first , t he lines of defense , must come our homes, 

must come our training , must come our education. And we ere be-

coming very highly suspicious t hat billions of dollars ere forth-

coming for r earmaments , guns , batt leships , end yet millions of 

dollars er e not forthcoming for a j ob- training progrRm, arft not , 
forthcoming for a progr am of relief , .ere not forthcoming tor a 

health program and a' housing program. J 

And elso we are very shell I aay, ere sick? yes , but 

_, at the s!iDI4 'f1n1e we er a e little bit angry that the Pr esident and 

the ~embers of his Cabinet have not carried this figh~ once egeln 

• 
• 
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to the people, It is all right to say that the Congress is op-

posed but if the Senators end Representatives are opposed to the 

expansion of a public, works program, et cetera, if "the fight is 

carried to the peopl~, t hey will force them to act. But they need 

your leadership, they need it badly because the people of America 

have been stampeded , stampeded •by a war hysteria and, in some way, 

it · app·ears the reeponsibili ty for that hysteria must be put here 

tonight , ·, 

When we in St . Loui s heard t:me day t he military experts of 

the !.!111 tary Affairs Committee express the thought-that it was 

militarily impossible for the United States to be invaded by air, 

and tb,en went on t o st at e these vari ous reasons why heavy bombers 

cannot fly here or ther e 

THE PRESID~~: (interposing) Whoever told you that? 

Q I believe you will find those statements made in the Navel Affairs 

Conuni ttee. I mean statements showing just how.fer the bombers 

will --

THE.P.E!ESI DENT: (interposing) No , I guess t he old pr eacher down in 

Shiloh Valley gave you that. 

Q All right , the preacher down in Shiloh Valley gave 

THE PRESIDENr : (interposing ) Young men, I think you a re very sincere . 

Rave you r ead Carl Sand~g' s "Lincoln"? 

Q No , sir. ,. 

THE PRESIDENT : I think.\the impression was t hat Lincoln was a pretty 

.. 

sad man because he could not do al l he want ed t o do at one time , 

~nd I t hink you will f i nd examples where Lincoln had to compromise . . 
to gain a 11 ttle somethin~. lie had to compromise to make ·a fey; 

508 
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gains. Lincoln was one of those unfortunate people called a "pol-__. 

itician" but he waa 

a great many th'ings 

a politician who was practical enough to get 

for this country. ~e was s sad man because 

he couldn' t get it all at once. And nobody can. Maybe you would 

make a much better President than I have. Maybe you will , some 

day. If you ever sit here, you wil l learn that you cannot , just 

by shouting from the housetops, get whet you want all the ~ime. 

MRS. ROOSEVELT: rsn•t it true? I would like to elaborate on that a 

littl e because I think there is one thing they do not quite get , 

namely, they think of cerryine a fight to the peopl e as carrying 

it to people who \':ill think as they do, whereas you think a bit 

in the t erms of what you get as the opinion of the people through 

what Congress reports on as their backing -a t home and , t herefore, 

you are bound t~ take that because the people .have elected Congress. 

THE PRESI DENI' : Yes, and so often t he individual Congressman or the 

Senator is way behind the people and the people have got the 're-

sponsibility of bringin~ him up to dat e . I don ' t have t o nan1e any 

names. You know a lot of them , They are CoJJGressmen and Senators 

who ere way behind the pt>ople i'rom their ov.n districts. 

Merely shoutine from t he housetops -- you cannot do it that 

way . 

~ I am sorry I gave~ any impression such as that . But (wb.at I did. say 

and what I maintain is that her e t onight and f or the past several 

months we have consistentl y allowed, contrary to the opi.:lion of 

the majority of the people of this country, allowed t he problem 

of national defense , the need f or nLili t ar-t armament s in t arms of 

st eel and guns --
'. 

·. 
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THE PRESIDENI': {int erposing) Do you know an inter esting fact? It 

costs Government money and Government expenditures to give work 

t o -- a large proportion of it gives work. I n the first place , 

every thousand dollars we spend, we have to employ more people 

right in t he Government to run, to supervise the expenditures . 

The fact is t hat t his fiscal year of 19U, instead of all these 

curtailment s , you ere talking about , the Government is spending 

mor e money t han tt did lnst year or the year before, not counting 

t h.e arllt8J!lent s prdgram. Th.at is a. very intereetins thing. I will 

gi ve you an illustration: . 

We ere spending quite a lot of money on the housi ng program , 

which will continuf t o be spent through next year, of last year' s 

appropriation and this year ' s appropriatio& . I do not kLow whether 

I ~going to get it {this yeer' e eppropriatioti) thrOU£h or not . 

I have written lett,!'r after letter. I must have seen -- J must 

have bad tv1enty visi t s , where I have broueht Cong t'flS!llHE'n do~.n , 

trying t o get them to si ve me rr.ore money for the houGing jlrogrem. 

V.hen I started off I llSked , es you know, for a t6oo,ooo,ooo . in

crease in the housing program e'E}lendit,ure!l . Up to t,·.o we~;lcs eso 

I did not 6~pcct to get one dollAr. I hnv& had conferenc6 after 

confe~ce ; I neve ~ritten letter after lett~r and I hope no~ , 

but I ' 11m not sure, t~ I will get ~300 ,000 , 000 . \\ell , I suppose 

I spent a good part or twenty or thirty dayo telkine to these 

people , "For God ' s seke give me all you c~n . If you can' t g ive 

me ~6oo,ooo,ooo . , give me all you can . " They etartea out v(ith 

Cl50,000,000. I said , "No. " I sail , "That ls ridiculous, " I 

did the best tr11dill{; I could . I said , "Give ne ~ 500 ,000 , 000 ." 
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They came up to $200,000,000. and I think now maybe I have got 

them up to $300,000 ,000 . I don't k:now. I have done everything I 

humanly could. There is a practical illustration. 
•• 

Q ~~. President, will the Administration protect the right of labor to 

organize and, if n~cesaary , to strike in those in.dustries which 

are vital to our national defense? 

TEE PRESIDENT: It depends entirely o.n t ·he circumstances, and I will 

give you a darned good illustration : Up at Kearny tne other day 

in New Jersey -- the contract had run out and they had negotiated 
. 

another contract and the representative of the men had signed it . 

It was subject to ratification and they did a stupid thing. They 

cal led a ratification meeting for the evening of May thirtieth, 

and there was a group in that Kearny plant -- we all know about 

it; I mean it is not subject to question at a l l -- and that group 

went out in a perfectly deliberate effort to have a strike called . 

A!ay thirtieth was a _ holiday and a good many of these people had 

had a great deal of beer to drink. fle all know -- the c .r.o. tol d 

· . ' me. They were horribl y upset that the day laborers had not g ot 

the same increase that the skill ed or semi- skilled trades had got, 

and t hey went in 11 t to this meeting - - the roost of them were just 

right on the crest of the wave - - and they howled ratification 

down. 

Vlell, the thing was all straightened out a couple of days 

later and now it is all right. But , suppose it had not been? 

Vlliat did I have? I had a group of cruisers, destroyers and other 

Navy ships in t here. Those ships have got to be built, strike or 

no strike. Now, that is the power of Government that has to be 

used . 

f •I f7'j 
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Q, Is the poY1er of Governlllent going to be used t o compel employers to 

bargain in good faith with unions? 

THE PRESIDENr : Absolutely. Now , this union bad gone through the com

plete bargaining . The c.r.o . was completely satisfied . The ern-

players wer e satisfied. But there were e lot of people that said , 

"ll'e won ' t work; we won ' t back our leaders . " Under those circumstances, 
\ 

1f they had not gone back aft er their collective bargaining bad 
. 

come to a successful conclusion , well 

Q (in t erposing) Will empl oyers, such as Bethlehem Steel, be r equired 

to bargain with their employees? 

THE P?.ESIDID<'T : You bring any case t hat violates t he law about oollec-

tive bargaining right to me. 

Q I t hink t hat question is going to be called t o your attent ion by 

the c.r .o. beca~tse the~ are facerl with that proposition. I know v 

something about t he Kearny plant and that d ispute , and we had e 

similar case in an indust.ry I represent iu the \last inghousE> pl ant 

in East Pittsburgh. There was a general aereernent in the industr y 

not t o pay common labor above a certain amount and we found that 

t he company l':as willing to give tJOO , OOO. in creases t o skilled 

labor rather than ~60 , 000: to common labor because the ,~60 , 000. 

would apply to common labor end t hey had agreement s wit h other 

corporations end t hat sa~ agr eement affect ed the Kearny pl ant . 

That is one reason why we bad t he difficulty in t hat area . I 

t hink we will have t he same difficult y in ot her types of armament 

i ndustry. The r adio machine industry, composing a large part of 

~ 
the machine indust ry, is faced with t hat probl em . We to~k st eps 

several montlJs aeo to prot ect thet si t uation and we hod greet 

.. 
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difficulty , some oelling us dict ators and ot her s called us irre-

eponsible. Of course that is part of·our problem. 

The quest ion I would l ike to put is one I face as chairman 

of the C. I . O. Committee . We asked t he Gov.ernment to call a con-
' 

terence of the economic forces -- empl oyers , labor, agricultural 

groups and others , end have the conferences called by the Govern-

ment end have subcommittees estsblished , subc6mmittees established 

which would dee.l with the major questions , which v;ould represent 

these fact ors , and t hey would t ake up the princi pal question of 

attaining full employ111ent . The C. I . O. ba.l.ieves in proper defense 

but I believe it is their opinion that proper defense , t he best 

defense today, is full employment v;here everyone wculd have s 

stake in our democratic institution . 

I cannot see why the Administration has not celled such s 

conference to work out the reasone why we do not have full employ-

ment in this country. 

TRF PRESIDE!\'!': Because there ere t ... o simple things: In the first place, 

t hat conference has been goi ns on every day for seven years - - t hat 

same thing. In the · eeoond pl ace, if you bed them i n here , you 

would have a beautiful lot of wor ds and , so far as I ·can t el~ you , 

you would heve no permanent sol ution. You can make a little gain 

here and there but you cannot get , £rom a conference of that kind , 

a permanent plan that you can get anybody to agree to. I t just 

won ' t work. Practical people wi ll tell you that it is beautiful 

w1.ndow dressing but it is mostly window dressill8· l';e era engaged 

i n t hat every day t bet goes by. 

n I am afraid t hat ~e are not en~sged in it in the sense - - at least "" ,;:-c 

" 
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the proposal -- as it was intended end that was that the leaders 

of industry , labor, finance , and t he leaders of what -groups- we 

have organized under the agricult ural workers, t hat they should 

be called into con.ference snd t he probl em placed before them and 

then broken down into subcommittees. One committee would have 

before it the quest ion of foreign trade , another compensation , 

anot l:er labor legislation, and we would see v;hetber or not some 

or t he fears that we have and employers have about certain legis

lation - - this is reel , the fears are reel . I have participated 

in a lot of conferences with empl oyers and I find we ere in almost 

complete agr eement on a great number of questions. You hsve a 

great number of leaders in t he eleotricel industry end we have e 

lot of discussions and I doubt 11' we can find a point of differ

ence on many questions . I think if that matter 1·:as placed before 

the country in that way, with the leaders participating , I think 

we can have gr'eater national unity than otherwise. I do not t hink 

it cen be done by sacrificing the confidence of the masses of the 

people by saving the confidence of e few. 

Q Coming bpck t o the question you cit ed before about apples and peers, 

that you could not add them together, it seems to me it is a quee

tion not so much of apples and pears but of asking e person whether 

be prefers to starve or freeze~o death. I tkink it is essential 

we neit her st arve nor freeze . It it is a question of concentrating 

on national defense, if national defense is the one and only thing 

t o absorb our attention , we are, perhaps., not going t o starve but 

freeze to deeth because no.tionel defense is being used 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) You a r e deed right . 
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~ -- not only tor t he reactionary inf luence in Congress, but in private 

philanthrophy and eooial service and ell over t here is a dominant 

retrflnchment going on which is curtailing services and curtailing · 

labor and empl oyment. You cannot go to young people and say to 

them, "Yiell, we have to concentrate on national de:fense and there-

fore we cannot do anything about these other things. Perhaps in .. · 
five years or ten years you will get a job , or perhaps you will 

hsve an opportunity to go t o school or develop yourself.• Before 

those five or ten years go by , those people will freeze to deet h. 

What are we going to do t o answer them? v;e do not want t o 

say, "No guns , give us school s !" ' fe say, "Give us guns end air-

pl ane production but w·e liAve to have t he others too." 

THE PRESIDE.Nl': You want t he apples and pears both? .. 
Q That is right . 

THE PRESID~~ : That i s right; I agree with you. 

MRS. ROOSEVELT: What they ask is, "What can t hey do?" 

THE PRESIDENI': The only thing t o do is to keep on demanding the apples 

end the pears . 

Q, Young people whose voices are not very efi'ective in a l ot of places--

we ere told that the pears are important and that we cannot have 

' the apples. 

TID~ PRESID:mT: They ar e both equally ilnpo.r:tent and you cim say I '(laid 

so. Her e is one trouble in this particular period we are going 

through. You have ~ot to realize it existed long before there was 

any question about defense or war. It is a curious thing that a 

great many social organizat ions, and I think it is true of charitable 

organizations, that they found a certain lack of response in r aising 

.. . 
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money to carry on their work because a lot of people, who have 

money or some money to give, sort of got the idea that this radical 

Government down in Washington YI8S going to do it ell and that they 

would not have to d.o it. Have you run up against that? I think 

that really is the fact. Now, that has nothing to do with defense. 

It was the idea that the Government had taken over a lot of tunc-

tiona that had been previously handled through private charity and 
& 

people used it as a defense , if not an excuse, not to support the 

charitable institutions of their own community . And it has been 

harder, since the Government stepped in to do the.ae things in the 

last seven years , it has been harder for the private organizations 

to carry on. 

Q I ~~t to ask you a question: There was a law passed in 1916 that 

stated that in the event a state of war existed or a state of im-

minence of war, a National Defense Council would be set up. I 

would l ike to know what is the imminence of war that exists today 

t_hat necessitated the setting .up of the National Defense Council 

of the United States today? 

THE PRESIDJ!l.JT: Because you cannot tell what some people are going to 

do next. That i s it and that is all. 

Q The question of apples and pears brings something to my mind and 

it is this: Somebody formulated the same thing in s different 

way by saying that Congress had the choice of deciding whether 

or not they should feed and· clothe the American people or defend 

them, and they decided to defend them. 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not th.ink that is a fair statement at all because 

you are imply.ing they abandoned everything that has been done. 

( 
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Q. Not that Congreee hae abandoned but there are indicaUODe which 

point to the fact that things are being abandoned,· the social ee

o~ity, the appropriations to W.P.A. 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) The W.P.A, is going to be as muoh ae it 

was last year and, I hope, more. It is not going to be lessened 

from the present f iscal year. The social seouri ty program has 

not been wee~ened -- it is going ahead. 

Q. The health Aot ha's been ebendoned. 

THE PRESIDJiNl': But the present prosram has not been weakened at all. 

Now, we have got to expend social security. There are only 38 

million people who come under the old-age et the present time 

and they are nearly all old workers. Now, we have 90 million 

more people who do not come under the old-age pension. We have 

got to find means to reach them. We have not slid back from the 

gains we have made. 

Q We are certainly not goi~ forward as fast as we should. 

THE PRESIDENT: I agree with it. But that is a different thing~ I am 

perfectly willing to say that we ere going forward this year or · 

last year, even if it is not as fest as we ought. 

Q The N. L.R.B. (National Labor Relatione Board) has slipped beck in 

the sense that the appropriation has eo curtailed their steff 

tllat -they have been -

THE PRESIDENr: (interposing) We will have to get e deficiency appro

priation on it. There is more than one way of skinning a cat. 

Q Attar the experiences of the last war, in the last development of 

the armaments program in this country, many people wsre _gladdened 

by your statement that there would be no milli onaires in the 

• 
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present armament prosraa. We wonder i f yo~ could giTe us any in

t imati on of what has been done to implement th~t s t atement? 

THE PRESID!Nl': I han recommended to the Committees that 1t they can 

put on this present tax bill en excess profits tax, it ought to 

be done now. I hope too, if it can be done at this session, that 

the proTisions of the income tax laws will be further tightened 

so as to preTe.nt a new crop of millionaires . 

~ Could millionaires come into being within the existing tax law? 

THE PRESIDENl': V.'hat? 

~ Could millionaires be made within the existing tax law? 

THE PRESIDENI': Not if they put an excess profi'ts tax on. Pretty bard -

pretty hard . 

Q Am I correct in stating that the Treasury bas recommended a tax pro

gram that will increase most of the indirect taxes a flat 10 per 

cent? 

TBE PRESIDENT: No , not at all. 

Q Where did t hat statement come from? I mean because 

THE PRESIDENl': { interposing) I do not !mow. 

Q I mean because the general opinion is that the general program is 

en increase in liquor taxes end cigarette taxes and 10 per cent 

of income t axes . 

THE PRESIDENT: No , that happens to be the Senat e Finance Committee 

that is recommending that . 

Q Is the Administration going to recommend a tax program? 

THE PRESI DENI': You know the way that thing work:e out. We tried two 

or three Y.&ars ago to get a four-wey tax bill and we got absolutely 

nowhere. The Committees come back: to the Treasury and say , "We 
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are interested 1n jacking up the cigarette t ax or the liquor tax. 

1\'hat will i t bring in?• or course we haTe to giTe the tigures. 

We have recommended none of those things. 

~ ln 1933 there we~ an emergency in the banking system and the Admin-

tetration used that to institut e all kinds or national reforms in 

the banking system. It would appear there is that opportunity 
" 

now, as far as the fiscal syst em is concerned. 

THE PRESIDEt.'I': I thought so until ten days ago but I do not think so now. 

~ You do not think that will pass? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I think you ere goi ng to have a tax bill that will 
(.. 

not be a particularly good bill. But it is the best I can get . 

I have got to run along; the Secretary or State is waiting 

to telephone me . I don ' t know about what . 

Q Recently the so-called imaginary line of the Budget debt limit of 

45 billion dollars wns passed , overcome, and I think the record 

of public spending indicates t hat as soon es public spending is 

decreased there is, naturally, a lowering of the standard of living 

here. I wonder if you foresee a time when there ~~11 be a poe-

sibility of stopping public spending, or do you think it is not 

necessary to stop it, or if it is forced t o stop, what alternative 

t here is? 

THE PRESIDENT: You will find the answer· if you will read several Mea-

sages or mine. It is figured out . Mind you, anybody' & figure is 

just as good as anybody else' s as long as it~1 sincerely and 
,, 

honestly done. The people connected with the Adminietration
1

have 

held for three or four years t hat if the national income as a whole 

cen be brought up to between 80 and 90 billion dollars, from betwee.n 

.. 
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60 and 70 billion dollars, where it is now, in other words, raised 

that amount , that it will give substantially s great -deal more em-

ployment at that national income and that, by the same token, the 

Government expenditures enter ing into this total pictbre of 80 or 

' 90 billions will be balanced because of an 80 or 90-billion do~lar 

national income per year. The taxes that come into the Treasury 

of course will be very greatly increased, So , therefore, we get 

a balanced Budget, Now, that is the theory and it is about all . . 
one can say. It is about the simplest theory I know of, but it 

has not been accepted by a large number of people in the Congress 

and, until it is accepted, we are going to continue to spend and 

will have to spend more money out of the national Treasury. 

~ The question that worries me is the following: In Washington we 

have been working very closely with young people , the 16-year old 

group, making a survey and endeavoring tq spot youngsters. We 

find that when you reach the age of 16 in Washington you are auto-

matically thrown off the relief rolls because you are considered 

physically able to take care of yourself -and, if you are 16, you 

are not eligible for relief . There is the c.c.c. and the N.Y.A. 

but there are many more _applicanta for them than t~e~are posi

tions and , consequently, we have a lot of young people for whom 

there is absolutely not hing. And the question that it seems to 

me should be raised is that if the Government of the United States 

can find ways and means to raise money for defense, to spend money 

for armaments , but can ' t find ways and means to give opportunities 

to young people, what is. there for me in the democratic way of 

life? I _ think t hat is one of t he most dangerous things that face 

. ' 
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ua today. I think it would be tremendoualJ eaey to build a JOuth 

movement with these people on the basis of no opportunities for 

these people and, very franklJ, I oould not anawer a JOung person 

who asked me t hat question beoauee I do not think there is aDJ 

answer beoauae , 1n washington, we have a very serious situati on 

in that , polit1callT, we have no rights. There i~'t a thing we 

oen do. 

521 

THE PRESIDEm': I am glad JOU brought up that eXI!IIIple. That is a thing 

that ought to be stopped -- these age groups of 16 to 18. Some

thing ought to be done about it. It is the first time I have heard 

of it. Harry (Mr. Hopkins) will make a note of it and that is all 

I can tell you at this time. we will find out about it . 

Harry, do you want to come over here? Because I have got to 

telephone to the Secretary of State. I am awt'ully sorry. Harry 

will answer an1 more questions you have in mind. 

It has been e really grand evening and I am glad to meet all 

of you. I have had a grand time and I hope I have done something 

to clarify questions in your mind end to point out why we have 

to keep our feet on the ground end do the beet we can if we believe 

in our system of Government, and I believe everybody in this room 

does. 

Good night. (Applause) '. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

~ Are you ready to answer questions? 

MR. ll>PKINS: Fir st , we are going to have some beer. (Laughter) 

I think any questions you eek me would be a terrible anti-
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climax to what you have been going through the last couple ot 
hours. 

' 
Q I would like to ask a question about the N.Y,A. and the kind or 

project it is going to expand into? 

MR. HOPKINS: Defense projects for this defense work -- military de-

tense, naval defense -- so that if' a boy is going to be called 

into the Army or Navy he could be moved into the Army and Navy 

quicker and into industry quicker in the event of war. That ie 

what it is going to be. 

Q In this auxiliary defense program, how many people of the estimated 

4 to 5 million young people now out of work will "this take up? 
,, 

MR, HOPKINS: I think probably another million. Are you going to ask 

me now if' I think that is adequate? I can give you the answer --

the answer is, "No." 

Q Is there going to be a continued fight , then, for an expansion of 

N.Y.A., snch as through the American Youth --

~~. HOPKINS: I do not think you can put it by the N.Y.A, specifically. 

I do not think that is -- the answer rnight be "No" if you talked 

about N.Y.A, particularly. If you talk about t he question of op-

.Portunities for young people , for the unemployed, I think the 

answer might bs something else. I think the agency is unimportant. 

The problem is iJllportant. 

Q I just want to say that our problem hes been, for a de~ade , of deal

ing with young people and of trying to give them some help about 

this problem of unemployment and any information you can give us 

MR. HOF.tC!NS: (interposing } You know wh3t is being done just as well 

as I do . 



. . . 

649-A -- 72 

~ You suagested there were some other thill8s being done? 

liR. IDPKINS: There are eome things planned to be done and there are 

things that are going to be before Consress in the immediate tu-

ture. But you know what is being done probably a good deal better 

than I do. 

Q I would like to pursue the question I raised before: There has been 

a great. deal of argument about not being able to find people for 

skilled trades in terms of our President's program and I think if 

one takes a trip, as many of u.s take, between here s,nd New York 

City'· on the railroad, one finds a thousand or more plants where 

those in skilled trades, 3 million or more, earn their living. I 

think the c.r.o. and the A.F. of L. ought t o be cognizant of this 

too, that there are a greet many people who would like to be skilled 

individuals. There are a great many indi viduals who a re not Grover 

Bergdoll a and not unwilling to do their bit, as the President spoke 

of, and yet there is an attempt , for example, on the part of the 

Navy Department . to keep out those 1ndividuals despite their need. 

It is not a question of givins those individuals a chance -- it · 

appears that the Negroes have to fight to get into the Navy in order 
..... 

to di~for their country and so forth. 

Now, my question is this: What can the Administration do to 

.. assure the opportunity of fulfilling the obligations that the in-

dividual bas to his aountry and to .hie people? And seaond, Can 

the Administration or will the Administration desire to do it , to 

say that the Negro is acceptable in all these sativities? The 

best example is here in the City of Washington where t2,ooo,ooo,ooo. 

is appropriated for an armory whiah the Negro will not be permitted 

1. 
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.I t o use, or it i s not to be opened t o Nesroee, aooordina to General 

Cox. 

We ought to get beyond the etage or platitudinous t el'll18 and 

say somet hing oonorete and definit e about the Negro. 

MR. HOPKINS: You are making a speech and now you want me to make one. 

Viall , I have had this discussion many times in the laet ten years, 

men and women or your race who have made exactly the same state-

me.nt with just a little shading in the words. And I think you 

haTe made this statement many, many times because i't sounds like 

it. 

I do not want to , by any implication, seam unsympathetic with 

what you have said. In the first place, nobody knows better than 

you what this Administration has done for Negroes in the last seven 

years - - nobody. I am not going to recite those things because 

I know you know them just as well as I do. 

Now, what you get down to is this: that you have not got . 

everything you want and , ought to have end deserve ana which, in 

a democracy, you think you are entitled to. I know that . You 

are not telling 1ne any-thing new. I knov: there are Jim Crow cere 

in America ; I know you have difficulty in becoming Army officers 

or privates; I know you have problema in housing; I can repeat , 

just as well as you can, the whole list from begirining to end. 

And eimp~y because this Administration baa not bean able to ex-

pedite all the things tor Negroes that ought t o be done in America 

and will be done some day, does not mean for a moment that this 

Administration does not understand them, is not sympathetic with 

them. 
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And you know perfectly well, too, why some of these things 

cannot be done. One does not need to be naive about these things. 

You know perfectly well some of the problems here. If you and I 

were talking toget her, alone, you would bring them out . just as 

well as I do becau.se you know them just as well as I do. I know

there are certain greet injustices with respect to Negroes. Any

one who knows anything about .. the problem knows it. 

Some of us happen to be in administrative offices for a time 

in· power -- and then you fellows say, "If we believe in these 

things, why don ' t we get them?" Well, in a democracy it does not 

work that way. You do not get everything like that. And if you 

could just project that negro problem - - - - and, of course, the 

real one is unemployment. Everything we talk about, I don ' t care 

what it is, gets back to that . I feel very strongl y that the 

whole difficulty wfth this democracy is that everybody should be 

working instead of talking about a million youths and 500,000 

Neghoes. Of course the whole population should be put to work. 

Bitler puts them to work; the whole kit and caboodle of them are 

working for him and ever}rone in Germany is at work and I could 

say that it provides~reat unity and great strength and there is 

nothing I would like to do better. You ask us why we don't do it. 

Did you ever bump up against this Democratic Congress in a real

istic way in Congress? We never have had enough money for relief, 

yet this Administration has spent more money for relief and will 

spend more money this year than all the administrations before in 

the history of t he United states -- just in one year. I know there 

has never been enough money for r elief, there has never been enough 

. ., 
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DIODe)' tor the Youth Administration, there has nner been enoll8h 

money tor anyone , housing . or anything else, but I know this Nation 

never had· any relief, I know the Government ot t he United States 

never put a soul on the payroll in the whole 150 years ot its 

history pri or to this period. I know no young per son was ever 

put t o work before t his Administration cam.e in here, and we have 

got 6 or 7 hundred thousand of them today t hat are ·get'~ bene

tits every month. 

Now, I 8ll1 quite frank to say that I get irritated about this 

sometimes because I get the assumption from you people that _you 

are the only peopl e t hat think anything about trade unions and 

c.r.o. and i ndustrial unions. Who put the Wages and Hours Act on 

the statute books? Who did that? Who really went t o town and 

bat tor labor? I t is this Administration went to bat t or labor 

and I t hink t his Administration is going to continue going t o bat 

for labor. 

Now, you know the headaches we have had. You know this po

litical system. You might be a Democrat but that does not mean 

anything. It is how you feel and what you believe in. 

Now, you can jU!!Ip on this Administration and you can point 

to people who do not believe in organization ot labor and you can 

point to people who do not believe in the Youth Adl!linistra'tion. 

But my cont ention is that a good fight has been made. 

Now, I agree with everything you say when you talk about this 

double-ended defense . It is perfectly absurd to have a powerful 

military defense end not have a str ong civil defense . People 

ought t o be working. People ought to live i n decent houses • 

. . 
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Now, this Administ~tion -- certainly the President -- cer

tainly most ot the people under him, especially those people under 

him who have these particular jobs in hand, are trying to handle 

this. It you fellows knew the number ot headaches and heartaches 
' 

that go on in this town, you would know about the ditticultdes ot 

getting what you W8.llt to get. "You know that this business is not 

very simple. It is awtully easy to sit and talk but it is not so 

ea~ if you have the responsibility yourself tor these jobs. 

Now, there may be some in this room who could have got more 

money for relief in t he last seven years than 1 did. I have no 

doubt you could have. But remember one thing: Vie made every ef-

fort to get every nickel we thought we could and we did not take 

"No" easily. I never felt we got enough and I know perfectly well 

we have not got enough today_. 

(Several people in the audience endeavored to interject ques-

tiona , } 

Now, ~~it a minute. I promised to make this speech and this 

is the last speech you are going to get . 

This Administration knows and believes that the defense of 

t his country centers primarily in the well-being of its people, 

Now, if we do not get everything, you can bet your bottom dollar 

that we are just as unhappy about it as you are , just exactl~as 

unhappy as anybody in this room, and just as understanding as you 

are of what goes on in the homes or the American people who have 

not got anything. Just as much as anybody in thi s room. 

Now, in a month's t ime the whole temper of the American people, 

it seems to me_, .)las changed. The American people now, I think, -

.. • 
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ha·u made up - their minds that we are going to take car e ot our-

eelne 1n a t ough military way. And I t hink i t is important t hat 

every one ot y~ -- it don' t make me mad and I take everything 

you eay at t aoe value , that you believe in this· defense program 

but you want to make darned sure that this third of the population 

does not get kicked around . I think we should take the two to-

gather. I think the other program should move feet just because 

we are 1n danger. The men out of work -- somebody asked about 

the fifth column -- the fellow out of work, broke, busted, who 

hasn ' t got anything, potentially, it seems to me,1 potentially he 

could be a fifth columnist . 

Not~, I am going to shut up right now. 

Q I want to be excused, I have a reservation on the plane, 

MR. HOPKINS: That is quite ell right . 

Q Whet is the Administration doing to get these measures forward? It 

was the people of the United States that put tremendous pressure 

on the Administration. It was the Administration that gave the 

leadership. It was the people of the United States that did this 

because the Administration was acting in defense of their needs. 

Now, today, that partnership no longer exists. We are s t anding 

?till , as the Pr esident himself says~ We believe that we do not 

defend democracy unless we keep moving forward . 

I would like to ask you this brief question: Which way is 

America going if plans are already set up so that two million 

troops can be sent from the port of New York? 

UR . lllPlUNS: I do not understand your question • 

Q The Port Authority of New York 
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MR. lDPKINS: (interposing) You have got some information that I han 

not got. 

~ I t was in the newspapers about e month ago. 

MR. lDPKIN.S: You have got some information that I haven ' t got. 

J.!RS. ROOSEVELT : It was elso in t he newspapers that there was a full. 

draft systeJD and draft blanks printed and yet I cannot find that 

t here is any such blenk anywhere in the Government, nor any suoh 

plan. I have been ull!lble t o find anything of that kind anywhere . 

~ May I eak e s imple question? Dorothy Thompson advocated t hat we 

declare war today . ~~at is your opinion? 

MR. HOPKINS: I would not declare war. 

Q. Under what conditions would you declare war? 

MR. HOPKINS: Oh, well , now - -

MRS. ROOSEVELT: You cannot declare 1'.'8r very well. You havt41tto v:ai t 

until Congress declares it . 

q This is merely a point of information. It seems in the last war 

the Defense Council was headed by a group of prominent men and , 

as you ell know, they were very busy. It ie probably the lesser 

men who carried out tbe work. The gentlemen on the Commission 

supervised it or , it would seem from t he experience then , they 

did not supervise it at all . ~nat are you doing now t o prevent 

the mistakes that were made then? 

MR. HOPKINS: Well, they certainly have combed over ell the mist akes 

they made last t ime in ihe hope they won' t be made again . I have 

no doubt some mis t akes will be made but I think every effoDt' is 

going to be made to avoid that • 

Q I was very muob interested in your speech because I felt there was 

.. I 
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• in i t a oe~ein impl ied criticism -- per haps not implied -- ot 
t he groupe who push out beyond the point where the .Albliniet rat ion 

..,. 
i s . Now, part of my. work with the Y.W.C.A. ie on t he economic 

secti on of our problem and I find a very strong feeling in ·some 

quarter s that the President and t he whole Administration ie up .. 
against a very critical and tough situation ; therefore , any effort 
to say what we have said this evening in terms of t he emphasis 

upon the work that must be done is blocking and i s adding t o the 
pr oblem which the Administration ~s facing • . . 

YR. I:i)PKINS: I can only sey that I do not think that at all. I think 

some of the most useful things that have been done around this 

town in the last two weeks have been by people , principally in-

dividuals, who push awfUlly hard on some proposal t~ m~ve t he • thing substantially ahead . I think, if I may be completely frank 
with you, I think if I showed any feeling of being di sturbed about 

i t , i t is because of t he impression I got t hat you implied t hat 

we do not see the needs of this Nation as well as you do. 

~ ~ question is , ~nat is the best ~~Y to push, in the given political 
realities , t o push for the ki nd of t hings you want? 

MR. H>PKINS: If yoUilew the answer to that you would know the answer 
to democracy almost, it you knew how to get home with all the 

t hings you want done . I ·do not ~ow the answer. I can advise 

you on some things but I would rather not do it right. now. 

~ Certainly one way would be to push a little further than the pro-

greesive people in the party in order to counteract the effect of 
the group that are wanting t o dr aw back. , 

MR. EDPKINS: I certainly sea no difficult y about t hat . ~uite the con-
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Q I have two questions on health. 

MR. !I>PKINS: Yes, I haTe been 81ck. (Laughter) 
Q There is a lot of feeling circulating in medical groups that the 

great strides that were begun with t he Educational Committee on 
Health have been halted . A great deal was done to start to life 
one of the greet social needs of our country, an adequate health 
progrem. I think it ranks before the others. Since the war hys-
teria has begun and 1n the very recent past, the Wagner Health 
Act has been forgotten, the civilian program has been curtailed, 
money tor it has been withdrawn. In fact, one of the people in 
the Commonwealth Fund, which has a great deal to do with the pro-
gr8lll, has stated t qat funds are being withdrawn so rapidly that 
all of the advances gained are sliding back. 

!AR. HOPKINS: I will give yo'! ~ey frank opinion about that one. I do 
not think it had any public op1n1on behind it. I don't think it 
had a real wallop .. or jlunch on the Hill . Uever anything like that . heard about unemployment insurance or old-age pensions. I t hink 
some men, some of them a group of House members and others who 
were genuinely interested, got ~ resolution passed by a lot of 
organizations. That helped and we got newspaper publicity , but 
I do not think that th.ing had the kind of wallop that could put 
1t through Congress, and th~re is no bill that I would rat·her -
t hat i s not true, there ·are other bills - - but I would like to see 
that go through. t have t alked to some people; they sit around 
and pass resoluti ons about the Beslth Bill and i t seems to me to 
be a perfect waste of time. There are about fifteen people in 

531 

---~----------~--~--

·. 

I 
I 



, 

• 
, 

• 

• 

. . 
• • 

649-A -- 81 

Oongrees, and that 18 all, who have been approached to pus that 

Health Bill. It is 111;y prints opinion that that t hing nenr had 

a real publio wallop behi~d it . .,._ 

K.RS. ROOSEVELT: Harry (L!r. Hopkins) , I would like to say one thing 

whioh I sense from this meeting tonight is not really in the minds 
ot most of the people here, and that is t hat anything t hat you 

went t o get done in a democracy has got to be wanted by t he major-

i t y of the people and, if you believe in democracy , you have got 

to work for that majority and you have got to be willing to wait 

tor it . You see? Now, I sense that you feel very much the way 

I have often felt in my life. "My gosh, I am tired of waiting!" 

And yet , if you be~ieve in democracy, Y.OU have to wait and you 

have to work for t hat majority, and it goes just as much for the 

Health Bill . I think it is one of the most important things we 

have but you won ' t get it untiL you get from your people beck home , 
back of t hat Congressman, a demand for the Health Bill . 

Now, until you can get that , until you can do that -- I have 

done organization work practically all my life and I know that 

until you organize a thing down to the precincts and get a real 

damand from there up, there 1s not tha t majority demand for the 

thing and you cannot get it . 

Q It just seems to me that some of the peopl e .-- perhaps you are right 

about not having a wallop. On the other hand, I do not believe 
I that American people themselves do not believe about health. That 

is one of the inadequacies. That it is not organized in small 

groupe , is true. But it is because people, mostly closely esso-

oiated with the medical societies , have been people that have 

. I 
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st rangled the growth. 

It is one of the principles and policies of the Admin.istra-

tion to promote the. health of the people and in a situation of 

this sort I think they can well :find a widespread appeal amongst 

the people jLeoause I think we all feel strongly about this. But 

they are blocked in DlSllY ways :from expressing it and any leader-
~ 

ship would effect a tremendou"s "following because there are .very 
! 

f.ew people, because the majority ot. people in the country do not 

. get medical care end there would be very :few people against it. 

The other point I wanted to bring up was the request that 

many people have been making, namely, that war hysteria is sweep-

ing our country and there is a fear that many things we Jmow end 
) 

rove i n democracy will go 1~th it, that under the influence of 

war·hysteria many of the things t hat happened in the last war 

will recur. There isntt anybody Vlho would not ley down their· 

lives for their country. But everyone is worried that the machin-

ery and everything else may be twisted by the people Vlho got us 

into the last ~~r. It is reassurance that the American people 

need, the reassurance that we will never leave our shores . 

Q There have been several statements made tonight to which I should 

like to make a contradictory. statement. The statement was made 

by several people that the partnership between the Administration 

and the people is gone, particularly on the defense program. I 

want to say I think that partnership is not gone, and I wa.nt to 

say that I think that le~e masses of young people are with the 

Administration on the defense program and will continue to~ight 

for the other defense program. 

,, . . 
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MR. ID.PKINS: I 11llllt to ssy this: I know if any one of us were talking 

individually with you people because I know many of you -- you 

know perfectly well and I know you would say, "You have done a 

lot of good. things but you have not done enough." Tonight you have 

not had time to- tell us about the good things we have done and 

therefore you tell us only about the things we have not done. I 

do not want to appear irritated because I know that you know that 

as well as I do. 

Q Mr. Secretary --

MR. HOPKINS: (interposing) This business of being called "Mr. Seers-

· tary" --

Q (interposing) Is that the right term? 

MR. HOPKINS: That is the right term. Yo:u are supposed to call me 

"Mr. Secretary. " (Laughter) 

Q. I have been attending s meeting in the last few days, a meeting by 

Catholics, Protestants and Jews on unemployment and there has been 

a sifting out of various vie~~oints, quite a wide variety. Certain 

things have become apparent. First of sll·was the unanimous agree-

ment that defense is not the only element, that after ~he war we 

would. have more serious repercussions than we have had at t he be-

ginnine. It is ruled out . Consequently, national def~nee, ~a it 

has been remarked here tonight , is not the answer. 

Then there is the question of where the money is coming from. 
' l-

As it is , it is certainly a stopgap. That does not solve the 

problem of unemployment fundamentally either. 

The only way that seems open is to increase consumers' con-

sumption -- let the consumers begin consuming -- and that can only 

. . 
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be done by increasing production, and the two work together hand 

in hand, and they can only be brought together either by lowering 

the cost of production or raising the consumer dollar. We have 

been talking about raising consumers' vmgee but not abou~ raising c 

the production. And one of t he solutions brought out at this 

pat11cular .. meeting that got more support than any other -- and' I 

want to ask you if the Federal Government is doing any planning 
' 

along t hat line ,at all-- is the term of "incentive taxation. " . 
Has any thought been given to incentive taxation? 

MR. HOPKINS: Yes, there has. 

~ Any hope yet? 

MR. EO!T~S: Of course my personal belief is that you should not in-

crease taxes when you have 10 mill ion unemployed , that you do not 

tak< money away from the conswner at the t ime you want the con-

sumer to be spending. 

In the. first plece, the national income is going up this 

year, under any circumstances, and. the taxes will go up close t o 

a billion dollars, even if you do not do anything with taxes. I 

think the pational income is goi ng to continue t o go up. At some 
. I 

point of the game we are goiog t o tax it and _YOU will know that 

it is taxed. A Cabinet Officer of the United States gets $15, 000 . 

a year and last year I paid $1400. and six in indirect taxes , 

That is ~2,000. Suppose I paid $4,000.? That would be nothing. 

In other words, we are taking in 6 or 7 billion dollars and if 

the thing gets above that and you have got t'o have money to do• 
I 

this job, you can raise 15' billion dollars if you \':ant t o. Per-

so~ally, I think it ·would be bad economics to raise the tux rate 
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and t hat is why I am glad Congress is not shooting at it in a big 

way. All the Budget balancers are out of town. There aren' t any 

more . 

Q Also exempti on t ax for married c.ouples? 

MR. HOPKINS: I personally don ' t think much ·of that ei ther. I do not 

think t~is t ax thing is very important . 

Q I think a l ot of people in t his room tonieht have underestimated 

the abil i t y of the Pr esident of the United States . I myself have 

t he great est respect for his ability be9ause no man in the country 

can swing publi c opinion as he has and as he ~nll in the future . 

For that reason, insisting also on your franlmess. I want , .to a sk 

your opinion about this problem whi ch bothers me : 

v:e have this problem of t he poll tax an<1 we want the people 

jn Dut chess County to know what is going on in the South. They 

do not under stand there are millions of people in the South who 

do not vot e . Well, it i s my opinion that the President could con-

vince t he peopl e i n Dutchess County and make the~ come out against 

the poll tax. I t hink that same t hi ng is t rue of t he appl es and 

pears problem. I think that there is an equati on end that they 

are both fruit , We do not believe there has been enough done in 

the way of social legi slation although I think the Administrat i on 

has done a gr eet deal , The question i s n~t alone of hol ding and 

of not sliding back , ·but of how we. are going to make progress in 

1'the future . 

The Pres ident indi cated that he felt this country wall a one

horse· shol'. , that you could take only one problem et a time and 

could not work on both, I do not eee it t ·hat way because we have 
• 
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. 
neyer hed in this count ry as eesy a ~~ of getting social legis-

lation. There is always money for national def~nse and I think 

the wey we can oreete a demand for that (social legislati on) is 

the wey we created e certain d•emand for t he present defense pro-

gram. The President certainly laid t hat thing do•m; be explained 

the need , expl a ined his proposals i n concret e t erms a nd lined up 

a tremendous &~owlt of public opinion. The 85 per cent of the 

newspapers which opposed his election in 1936 joined with the re-

537 

meining 15 per cent in complete support of that program and I tnink 

that was a mngnificent piece of work t hat t he Presi dent di d i n 

lining up t he Nation ' s public opini on . 

I thi nk it woul d be e tremendous help, not only to one-thir d 

of the Nation but -- what I t !J.in..lt is inevitable -- the majority 

?f the population thHt want s the advance of social legislati on , 

if they eot the same kina or leedershlp, not only or. t he def~>nse 

queetion but on social legi slation. I think the President could 

be of t remendoue h~>lp , of treat' help , in linint: up the count ry . 

Of course i t hus beeL said that Co~gre~s won ' t stan~ r~r it , but 

I v·oulcl like to eslc your opinion on this: 

MR. HOPKI NS: ( interjecting) I will c;iv~ it to you. 

Q I SAid tbat we- could Always , i n thi s count1·y, find the money !'or 

anything that l ooks like a bett-lesilip or s eun and 011ly 1·:i'th clif

ficuH y J'ind t R;o;es f or t hinge t hat look like houses , 

MR. ROPKI NS: I have got an opini on about Llle gener al !>Olnt you '11ake 

Anrl it seems t o me that wllat goes on in your mi n<l is tbJ o: Har e 

Al'f'l the pr oblo111s about l':hich you feel dePply. t.E·t 1111 say it is 

tbf' poll t mr or the H:mei n:; Bill or thP Health Gill or L h~> Vinson 
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Bill, which you think is pre~~i bad and on which I agree • 

t\ow, ~•hat you say is t hat if you were e1ttine in the Preai-

dent' s chair and with this situation nor. , the way it is right 

today in the world end the stuff on the pages of t he newspapers , 

t.ith the tlJings which are going on end beina discussed in e very 

home in America end every time a few people est together -- if you 

were the President you \'iouJ.d take up these various things . Each 

of you fe~ls stron~ly -- you may say ~bout the probl~m of ~employ

ment enll onP of you fCl~:>ls very strongl y about the llOll tax and 

another may J'et>l VN 'Y strongl y ·about la.bor ],egislatiol'l an<l you , 

each of you have yoar e1nphas1s t.lli ch you put on the soclnl program 

end , in effect , what you 6ay is thHt if you v:Ere here> , if you ::en• 

the'Pr esiuent , you , t oday , would go out and project e great public 

cempsien t o get public support behind one or tbe other of the 

thioss you s r a t alking shout, or all of t hePl . 

:Jow, I t hink t h& rt~&l ? r:>blo:'J:: there is thic : Aftrr s.l.l thi c 

r:an is Pre11i..:t<nt . He 1·.culd agree 171 tjl r.ost of tha things you 

peopl e e.,;rf'o ?n. ::ot aH. of theJL. . I a:-. sure he ~.ould not bave 

a meetiug of mind~< "'Hh yell shout all t hin.;s . 

But , really , r.hat , i n the l ast ·,.t fll y:;i s , :rou fire d~ing wit h 

bt m is saying t o him , "Now, I think you-urE> maki nt: a greet mie-

take. You olo not aensr. what publ ic opiui nn i s . Yoo,. oould tJ,ove 

t bis tiline; t ltis woy , i f ygu \'rented t o ." Ant'l , .furtltet'lllor£•, t t seems 

t o me you go a little f urther o.nd say he is maki ne o serious rr.is-

t oke on hrooll defens e front s , i ncladi ng both the epplos and tho 

pee r s . 

!low, ofter ell , t hat gets dov:n t o a matter 0 1' opi ni on . It 
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is not a factual thing, it is an opinion thing. That is your 

opi ni on . Now, hie opilli on may be different as t o 11har e public 

opinion could be talren . Jitter 11.11, anybody -..ho bee wat ched him 

in the l eat seven years knows he is 8 pr etty good judge of publi~ 

opini on on,d IVhere it i s . :>:ov: , I think you e;ot into 8 long and 

• • pret ty ne.edless di~:~cussion of your point. 

!fJlS. ROOSE.'VR'l' : Harry (Mr . Hopkins), you could illustrate , give them 

tllf:t ffl ot t hat a year end a lullf , t wo years ago , ha said every 

singl e t hiug on defens e 'that he said aloud todny t o individual 

members of Consress ttnd gav e the very s ame reason£! . 

It is not what l1e wants -- and t he reason t hat he can get 

them today i s t h::tt ctrcw,st atLces hi t the people of the Oni t nd 

Ctetes i n the head . He sev all t hese thiLge and I think you 

' could pick out ~'eiTlbers of Congt"ess - am I tEJlling the truth? 

Mil. HOPKINS: Right . 

t o whoo he said , "We should do t hus 11nd so now. " 

And they said , "Oh, no; oll , no, you ere drea!r' lng , 'lr . ?t-Aei.!f'nt . 

No , thoot> t hi ng s are not ever goinr;·to he.ppen . ::o, :.!1' . Pl'Psident . 

Sucb a thing is rioiculous to·cont cmpl e t e . " 

Today , they ere all t'Uilning to bim beeause the c1rcw1st imcee , 

the life of t he worlc , have bit them in t he f a ce . /•nd they ere 

• 
ell saying, "Oh , ', r . Presidant , yes , we a't'e r eedy t o rlo i t . " But 

they were not r eady two years age , when he could not eat Jt done . 

You 11ee the diffflr~uae? 

. It is the same ttne about the other thing . The day t hat t he 

other thi ng hits the people of the United St utes hard enoueb , they 

1• ill want it. That is the r eaP-on , in 1933, you -ot n lot r'Jf o t bor 
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things dona, That is t he reason that , before tbet , you could not 

get it done. There t:er e t oo many people v bo trere co!ll!ortable and 

t oo few who were pushed . !n 1933, t oo many people got uncomtor -

table end you could get a lot of things done . 

I heve> beard it said agai n 'nnd ega in that we only progress 

by coming up against e bed tilne when somebody seys -- like what 

has happened "We muct do something about 1 t rieht straight off." 

And .I am efreid that , looking at people carefully, that is exactly 

whet happen~ . We don 1 t realize a thing untH it gets so bad it 

hi t s us right ill the face . That is the reneon why we move eo 

slo1\ly. 

MR. IIDPKINS: J:'On ' t you people ever want to t;o home? Ur s . Roost·velt, 
. ' do you want to say a -;o;ord before you t;o? 

ms. ROOSEVELT: I just want to get e train am! that is toe reason I 

have t o go. 

Q I think v1e went to e:xprE-ss our thanks to 1.:rs . Roosevelt for this 

opportunity . 

'•IRS · ROOSIVJl:LT : The Pt·esident was very much interGsted by you or he 

never ~ould have s tayed so long. You ~~de your o~n opportunity . 

, 
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