CONFIDENTIAL

Conference #649-A,
Held with Representatives of the American Youth Congress,

In the State Dining Room of the White House,

June 5, 1940, 8.50 P.M.

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose I might as well begin by reminding myself
that this i1s the first time I have had a party like this since
last April, when I had my annusl gathering, about this size -- a
little bit bigger -- of the editors and publishers of America, a
very formidable group.

I was scared to death the firet time, in 1933, and I have
been getting over it bravely ever since. .

I told them -- I asked them a question, in a way -- I eaid,
"You editors end publishers, you are responsible for the dissem-
ination of most of the news in the United States." I seid, !
have got no gquarrel with you whatsoever if you act to the best
of your own ability and in accordance witﬁ your best consclence
and in accordance with the news -- news. But not if you act and
put, base your policy on what you read by the commentators who
coptributa to your papers."

In other words, there ie all the difference in the world be-
tween straight news, honestly written, factual, and e whole lot
of people -- of course not confined to editors -- but there are
a lot of other people who make comments to the genersl publie,
sometimes not in sccordance with their own conscience. I illus-
trated that to the editors and publishers by a remark that was
made to me by one of the nationally known commentators. I said

to that commentator, "I believe that in your column, three days
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out of six, you are consistently taking a crack at every known
kind of social reform or betterment program of the Government that ;?ﬁ}';
!

we have been trying to put through in the last seven years. ﬁhw
is it?" I said, “i have known you for a great many years and you
are not as anti-social or as unsociel personally."

"Well," he said, "of .course I am not; of course I am not,
.But I can sell my column if I teke this line that I have been tak-
ing now ever since you have been President. I can sell my column
to sixty papers and if I commented the way I really feel, I would
not have any clients left."

Now, that is a sort of human interest story but it also goes
to show that an awful lot of people in this country believe an
awful lot of things they are told because they see it in print --
and I ean illustrate that -- because they see it in print’ or be-
cause they have been told by somebody that they respect. And I
can illustrate that by te}ling you a little story about the 1928
campaign:

Al Emith had been placed in nomination and duly nominated
and I hed worked at headquarters that same summer because I be-
lieved that Al had made a fine governor and put through a géeat
deal of legislation thet wes really of definite social benefit.

That fall, in September, I went down to Warm Springs.

One morning, when I was sound asleep, it was around about

daylight, about 5.00 o'eclock, socmebody benged on the shutters and

kept on benging on the shutters. So I got into a little wheel

chair and went over and opened the shutters and there was an old

gentleman from over in Shiloh Valley. And I said to him, "I do

-




not want sny eggs this morning; I do not want any chickens -- I
got plenty in the larder. Why, in God's name, do you waken me
at this time of the morning?™

He said, "Mr. Roasavalt; I did not come to waken you at this
time of the morning -- I don't want to sell you chickens and eggs.
We are all upset over in Shiloh Valley." i

I paid, "Why?"

He smid, "Oh, we are all upset about you."

I said, "Why?" !

"Well," he said, "we people over in Shiloh Valley, we are
sort of old-fashioned and we believe the written word. We believe
the wriﬁﬁ;n word."

I said, "Yes, snd what happened?"

"Well, the prescher on Sunday, after church, he gave ue a
lot of handbills and," he said, "if what those handbills say is
true, we do not see how you can be supporting this fellow Smith."

I said, "Why not?"

"Well," he said, "we could not go along with Smith. We have
been Democrats sll our lives; we never voted snything but the Dem-
oeratic ticket. And we cannot go along with Smith., We don't see
how you can because when you first came down here to Georgle we
thought you were a damned Ysnkee but," he éaid, "we got to know
you. You haven't got any horns. You did not go through Georgia
with General Shermsn and, well, we like you and we respect you
and you understand us. And, what we can't understend is why you,

a friend of ours, can be fo. Smith." Just becsuse of this written

word -- the written word.
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I said, "Let me see it." 8o he goes down into his pocket
and hauls out s couple of posters, handbills, and the firatmiand-
-bill says, in large type at the top, "Do you know that if Al Smith
becomes President you will be living in adultery with your own
wifel (Laughter) Because" -- a great big BECAUSE -- "the Roman

)
Church does not recognize any marriasge as valid unless it has been
performed by s Roman priest.”

So I said, "That is pretty bad, isn't 1t?" I said, "Funny
sort of thing. Thatrfellaw Al Smith has been Governor of New York
for eight years and, after'all, a8 question of marrisge is purely
a state question. It 1s not a Federal question. And," I said,

"I think T am still legally merried to my wife even if Smith has
been Governmor of New York for eight years.™

I said, "Let's look at the other one." It said, "Do you know
that if Smith becomes President ell your children will be illegit-
imate?" And then the same reason, that the only legitimate ehildren
are children that are baptized into the Roman Catholie Church.

I said, "I have got five pretty husky kids" -- one sitting
over there now (indicating Elliott Roosevelt) =~ snd I said, "I
have efary reason to believe thet they are still legitimate.m

Well, that is just an illustration of = f;rm of being credu-
lous and helievipg.ail sorts of things that you are told or that
you read in the printed word, without going any further, any more
then this old man from over in Shiloh Valley did. He did not go
down into the facts of the case. He believed what he read and
there is an awful lot of that in this country, not only emong the

uneducsated -- hecause they_ana mostly uneducated people over in




649-A == 5

Shiloh vnilay -~ but slso in much more highly educated circles in

every state in the Union.

That is one reasson why, when Mrs. Roosevelt asked me if I
would come down here and talk informally about some of these prob-
lems of the present day, that I said I would do it, because I be-
lieve in talking things over, although there are some people you

eannot talk with, even Senators.

~ About a year ago, nearly a year ago, I had the Foreign Rela~-
tions Gummittée come down -- you resd about it -- and I pointed
out at thet time that I thought there were certain dangers to
civiliiation. I pointed out that, very unfortunately, we were
faced with a very great growth of physicel power by certain sys-

tems of government, a growth thet had got so big that 1t was pos-

. gible that they would extend their sphere of control over various
parts of the world and weeken certein relationshipe thet the United
States had had with most of the world for 150 years, and that I,
frankly, thought that we ought to change the Embargo Act, that we
had made a couple of mistskes in the past, quite frankly.
I think this will ﬁrobably interest you because Mrs. Roose-

velt mentioned it to me the other day, something that perhaps you

don't know because, there again:_tha papera_have-not printed all_
the facts. Remember this always: 85 per cent of the papers of

- the United States are opposed to this Administration -- 84 per
cent of them, because they regard the Adminietration as being too
damned radiesl, and one per cent because they regard the Adminis-

tration as being too conservative. So we have practically an 8}

‘ per cent opposition from the conservative press of the country




that seid, "It is s grand idea but it won't work. It is a useful

end they do not aslways print everything.

Well, let me just go back a little ways: In 1920, 1919,
there was a thing that was started in good faith, called the Lesgue
of Nations. The people over here were scared to death that we

would get put into a war if we joined it, that we would have to

send troops to the other side. It did not do any good to explain

that the League of Nations did not provide that in the covenant,

because the question of participation in any action by the League

would be subject to review by the Administretion and by the courts.

It did not do amy good beceuse the people were afraid and, there-

fore, we did not go in, Nevertheless, the Lesgue was set up, 88

I say, in great part in good faith, end there were & lot of people

experiment beceuse we will learn from this new League that hes
been set up later on what to avoid. There will be a smashup of
some kind" -- and they were right -- "but out of it all, out of
the lesson of cooperation we may get, later on, something that is
better then the League," and they advanced sll kinds of ressons
why the League would not succeed, Well, whether their ressons
were right or not, the League did not succeed.

The thing came along to probably the first instance of an
open and clesr violation of internetional contracte that happened,
and that was the case in 1931 when Jepan violated three or four
different tresties and went into Manchuria. The United States
et that time -- Harry Stimson was Secretary of State -- asked the

other nations that were signatories of what we call the "Nine-

Power Pact" whether they would go along with the United States in
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this rather flagrant case of a violation of an international agree-

ment and put an embargo on Jepan as a pfﬁuticul method of srraign-
ment of a nation that had violated its written word.

Well, the other nations said, "No; no, Mr. Stimson, we cannot
do thet. There will be a war. Anything to avoid a war. It will
mean we will all have to go to war in the Far Fest. We are ter-
ribly sorry. It is & long ways off, an awfully long ways off and
it is not our business,"

"Well," Mr. Stimson sald, "we made it our business when, a
few years sgo, we signed these treaties.”

They ssid, "No, it means s war and it might extend to other
parts of the world."

So, the other netions would not go along with the American
. Seeretary of State and Japan had a completely free rein in Man-

churias and, of course, some of us who have studied the subject
know what has happened tc the population of Manchuris since 193l.
It is not a very pretty story. And the League was responsible --
not the Lesgue, the eight powers -- the seven ?f them who would

not go slong with us in calling Japan's hand for failing to keep

its international word.

And that is half the trouble with iﬁa world today. Pecople
have been msking a lot of promises and they have not been living
up to the promise. The promise has become an unused agreement
in the covenant, to be taken out, trotted out, shown around, with
no idea of ever living up to the solemn word.

And then came 1934 -- Ethiopia. And there sgain, Italy vio-

‘ lated three or four promises -- covenants. The gquestion of inter-
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national decency was raised. In that case it went to the League
of Nations and the question of sanctions came up and the League .
of Nations people said, "My God, do not do it; it means a war."
So, because of rEar-uf war at that time, they let paés unchallenged
-the violation of & solemn covenant between nations.
And then came Austris, Czechoslovakisa qu Poland.
Oh, yes, and in between, the other things: one wes the Spanish
War and the action thet was taken by nuf Congress at that time was
based, in the case of ;ha Spanish War, not on the desire or the
poliey of the Administration, but because the League of Nations
was afraid, afraid of war, a general European.war, unless they put
a complete circle sround Spain. Well, as a result, Franco won.
The action taken by our Congress at that time was in complete
violation of our normal, usual practice, which was to help main-
tain in power, by selling arms and ammunition, the government of
that nation that was in power at the time and not indirectly help-
ing the revolutionists by saying to the constituted government of
the country, “You.can't ﬁava arms and sammunition.”
What I am trying to eey is the fact, not easily understood,

but the record is perfectly clear that the resson the other nestions --

the primary resson the other nations, led by Scandinavia -- it is

a thing you got to get into your heads -- led by Scandinavia, Nor-

way, Sweden and Denmark -- put e ring around Spain was because they

feared that if they went in and in any way assisted the Government
in Spain, it would bave meant en European war. Then Holland and
Belgium joined in, snd all the other nations joined in, and the

League of Nations said to all the other nations in the world,
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whether they were in the League or not, "Draw a eircle around

Spain and don't let anything go in."

Of course you and I know that things did go into Spain both

ways. ]

It was fear of war that led to Manchuria, later on to the
present war that ie going on in China. It led to Spain. It led
to any other action, Austria or any.other place, because the na-
tions of Furope said, "Do not do enything, it will mean a general
war if you do it." In other words, the desire for peace led to
WET. .

Now, that is a perfectly simple historical fact.
] And the thing came along from bad to worse, and I do not
think, frankly, it is an swful lot of use to talk about the past,
' | as to whose fault this was and whose fault that was. I do not

think you get & long distance forward in trying to pass judgment
in a very critical time today on episodes that are closed eplsodes.
I reslly do not think you get very far.

It is an swful thing to say, but what good does it do? Where

do you stop? Why not go back to the Franco-Prussian War and ask

questions about that? It 1s not so ieng ago -- seventy years ago --
why not go back twenty years, thirty years, forty ﬁaara?

I am not, frankly, intaraatéﬁ in past history because current
events that are beginning to form history are of much, much greater
importance than trying to go back and rehash things in the past.
Mistakee were made -- of course they were., The fact is today the
world is facing -- well, when you come dowﬁ to it, & choice, from

' i our point of view, between different kinds of government. If you
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realize it, it is the simplest way of putting it. In the last

analysis, 1t is a question of different forms of government.
Frankly, I have seen s good deal of the world, probably more
than anybody in this room, first and last, and a war. I don't
think I would like to live, if I were eighteen or eixteen -- I
dontt think I would like, knowing what I do, what we have, having
seen it all -- that I would cere to live the rest of my life under
Communism or under Neziism or under Fascism., If I did want to
live that way, I think I would probably go over there and join
them, If I wanted to live under our form of government, I think
I would stay here and I think I would do what I could -- yes, to
improve it, but elso to support it..
So I think, if there are any questions that do not relatslto
‘ the too distant past but relate more to things of the imediate‘ -
a8 I said to the editors -- I will conduct this just like a Press
Conference, in which I have certain formulae. One of them is "off
the record." "Off the record™ means off the record --
MRS. RCOSEVELT: (interposing) I told everybody that before.

THE PRESIDENT: Right. You understend what it is. Of course it is

much better and we can telk much more freely. They (the Press)
all understood it perfectly well and we have been getting on now

| : for seven years. There have been, oh, some mpoeryphal stories

that have come out a week or two later in the columns as to what

we sald but, on the whole, they have lived up to the gentlemen's
agreement pretty well.
L think we can go ahead on that basis and if any.of you have

‘ questions that are pertinent -- some of them we won't be able to




answer, either because of lack of knowledge or because there are

things that, from the standpoint of national interest, camnot be
disclosed at the present time, obviously -- you can go ahead and
shoot.

Q@ I speak from the standpoint oflfhaae who share in great concern for
the democratic form of government end who come from stetes where
more than half of the citizens who shoyld be voting according to
the democratic form of government and our Constitution are denied
thgt right today and, when they try to vote, are in some instances,
as some of us know, beaten up by thugs and thrown into jail because
they are trying to do the thing which they think they have the
responsibility to do, to vote and to get their fellow eitizens to
vote.

. : THE PRESIDENT: What are we going to do about it?

Q@ What are we going to do about 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: I will tell you one thing, you can't change it in the
year 1940 or you can't change it in the year 1941, I will give
yYou an illustration: I was in Chattanooga two years ago and I

drove around Chattanooge: with old Judge =- I have forgotten his

name -- en old Tennessean. : —
We were driving through this street and, if you know your
geography, you know the State of Georgla comes rightlup to the
f city line of Chattenooga. We wareagtill out in this street, a
big wide avenue, in the State of Tennessee, and there was = large
portion of the population out in the streets, and they were waving
their hats and yelling, "Hello, Mr. President."

‘ I said to the Judge, "Do these people frc-te?" "Yes, there’
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are about 80 per cent of them vote."™ I said, "What? In Tennessee?"

He sald, "Sure, not in every part of Tennessee, but they vote in

Chattanooga."

Then we came to a sign, a little sign and it said, "State of
Georgia." We went over past the sign, still in the same suburb,
end the colored population was standing there, not saying a word.
I said to the Judge, "You don't vote in Georgia, in this suburb
in the seme city?" He said, "No; none vote in Georgia."

I said, "Judge, what is going to happen?" "jell," he said,
"there i3 going to come a time, largely through education.™

I said, "How long?" He said, "I think they will begin vot-
ing -- it is a gradual process -- I think in Georgis they will
begin voting in perhaps another five years."

b} I said, "That is s long ways off." T said, "What about the
court ruling, the Supreme Court?" He said, "That is a possibil-
ity." He seid, "I think we have got to pﬁrsuﬂ ell possibilities
and bring it along as fast as we can." He said, "I have always
worked for it in the State of Tennessee and now we have caught on

substantially in most parts of the State and now it is spreading.”

There is a time element. You cannot get it in one year or
two. We are all working and in time it will happen. Of course,
part of it is the pruhlaﬁ of education and, as you know, in my
State of Georgia what education there is, is not so hot, poor
whites or otherwise.

Tk @ In the Workers! Alliax:_::a we were considerably disturbed in January
when, in your Buﬂga:f Message, thai-a was a proposal for approxi-

‘ mately a billion dollars more for armaments, for war purposes
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. : ™ generally, and about a billion dollars less proposed for relief

to the farmers, the youth and the unemployed --
(interposing) That is not true. ;

THE PRESIDENT:
Q Perhaps my figuree may not quite jibe with yours but we will spend
. an aggregate -- :
¢ THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) In other words, the Message said in re-
gard to unemployment that I would send to the Congress -- if you
look it up -- when I knew more about it, in April, the spring of
the year, an estimate in'acunrﬁa;nna with the new figures, and it
has gone in on the same basis as in previous years.

At the same time, on the farmers, that was definitely deferred
until we knew farm prices. That went in for $350,000,000. additional
already this session, over and sbove the Budget Message, in accord-

8 ance with the statement made.

Q Well, it was our understanding then, from sources that we considered
to be authoritative, or in the lmow, so to speak, that, the Pres-
ident felt that he did not have sufficient control over Congress
to ask for additional funds for relief., He did, but it could not
get through --

THE PRESIDENT: [1nt§rposing} At that time, in January, yes, but with

the proviso that we would do it in April and I did it.

Q However, since that time we have had indications that the President
is now in control of Congress, which is an unusual thing for the
last year --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Now, wait a minute! (Laughter) Now,
you see? Ho;, we will check right there. You are a little bit

‘ as if you came from Shiloh Valley. Today and tomorrow there is

P




up in Congress an effort to completely emasculate the National

Labor Relations Act, and there is a distinet possibility in the

House that that bill that Congressman Smith of Alexsndria proposed

may go through. I am utterly opposed to it, as you all know.

In other words, a statement that I am in control of Congress
is just like the Shiloh Valley statements about the illegitimate
children -- it is a half-truth.

At the present time, I could ask écr another billion dollars
on top of four billion dollars for national defense and I will
get it. But I am not in control with respect to a thing like the
National Labor Relations Board or the effort to emasculate the
wages and hours thing.

So your étatemﬂnt 1s”a statement -- a generalization. It isa

‘ true as to one thing and false as to the other. You see the point?
@ I believe I do. But we feif the President could ask for more and
get more, and we suggested to some of the Congressional leaders
that that could be done and thatrna felt that there would be no
more by way of -opposition than seventy-five votes on the President's
Budget recommendation, including his recommendation that the money

be spent in eight months if necessary.

THE PRESIDENT: That I am going to get.
' _ Q And our feeling in that matter was borne out because there were only
twenty-one votes against it, which indicated considerable strength.
We feel, in#fﬂ; light of the recommendations of the President
for ineressed armament expenditures, éhat the President has not

been, let me say, diligent enough in calling upon the Congressional

‘ leaders in his own party to push through additional appropriations
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for relief. There are now over a million people who have been

investigated by local relief authorities and certified for W.P.A.

employment, including, we estimate, between 2 and 3 hundred thou-
sand 3ﬁuth of less than 25, who have never yet had an opportunity
for & W.P.A. job, '

On this basis we suggested, and a major ‘portion of the or-
ganized labor movement endorsed, a minimum of 3 million W.P.A.
Jobs.

We feel that internal defense in this respect is vitally
necegsary and we would like to ask the President -- I would like
to ask tonight, as an individuel in this meeting, Why hasn't the

President insisted upon that?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, a very simple reason: If there had not been this

war -- I am not at all sure and I suppose, whether I like it or
not, I suppose from somewhat long experience with different kinds
of legislatures that my case is as good as your case -- I do not

know if it is any better but it is at least as good as yours --

end if there had not been this war problem, I am not at all sure

that Congressman Woodrum and his Committee would not have prevailed

in limiting the appropriation to a billion dollars for a whole

twelve months.

That is rather a startling statement but it is given in ac-
a* ¥

cordance with the best guess I can mske, and that would have meant
a further serious curtailment of W.P.A. in point of rolls, very
serious. As it was, as you probably know, the subcommittee re-

ported out the bill to the full Committee with that provision,

that the billion dollars should last for a whole year, and in the




full Committee we only carried what I was after, which was a bil-

lion dollars in the first eight months, by two votes in that Com-

mittee. If we had not carried it in that Committee -- and that
was after this war started -- if we had not carried it, I am not

et all certain, with the knowledge I have, that I would have gotten
a billion dollars for a whole year -- twelve mqaths.

In other words, I am inclined to think we have got the maxi-
mum we cen possibly get out of this Congress. It has not gone
through the Senate yet. DNow, I can assure you if there is a hope
or uhancé-of getting an additional amnuqﬁ out of the Senate, when
that relief bill comes up -- I have talké& to them all and they
know I want more.

@ May I ask another question, and that is in regard to the layoffs
' now taking place. It was our understanding that,the President
was interested in seeing those layoffs stopped. However, I do
not recall having seen a public pronouncement by the President to
that effect. We were hoping at least that, since the layoffs have
taken placé during April and May, that now the President would
ask. for an immediate effectuating of the present bill, the present

Act, which is now before the Senate Appropriations, so that at

least approximately 200,000 layoffs scheduled for June may be
stopped.

THE PRESIDENT: I have been asking for that since the fifteenth day of
April. It is in the record. I wanted it to apply to May and June.
and they adopted the very simple expedient of not taking action on
the bill until the end of June. Therefore we are not getting it.

t Q@ I represent one of the largest colored groups in our country, inter-




ested as much as anyone else in freaarting this way of life end

political form of government despite all the difficulties. We

nru.curtain it means far more to our life and happiness than any
other form I know.

Ve afa all interested in the defense of our country and we

use the term "our" very strongly. But nﬂ'ﬁrﬂ é bit alarmed about

asking for so many fighters and planes and then not receiving any
help or interest on the part of a great many individuals by their
not teking cagnizanéa of the desire of Negross to represent their
country too. For instance, we would like to get into aviation or
get into other forms of defense, taking the situation as it is
and not saying whether we ought to go to war or not.

But that has slwaye been the case and we were wondering
whether, in the policy of boards being set up, whether Negroes
are to be considered -- to be considered by people who are in
closer touch with our own side, forlthera is another side -- we
have the peculiar problems of Negroes.

We are wondering as to two things: one is the policy of not
using Negroes, and the second thing, on various committees of
Government, whathe; we are to get representation. What can be
done about it? What can we do?

THE PRESIDENT: On this specialized training of =ll kinds, the thing
we are examining at ‘the present time -- is Harry (Mr. Harry Hopkins)
here?

MRS, ROOSIEVELT: Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: Harry, what are we doing right now on the specialized

training? We talked about it a week mgo and Sidney Hillman is




going to get here -- he hes got the flu -- next Monday and he is

going to take up the question of this specialized training.

MR, HOPKINS: It is perfectly clear on that -- you know perfectly well

that amongst the Negroes there are two schools of thought about
negro representation on the committees, Some Negroes believe
that Negroes should be represented on the committees because they
are Negroes, that on all committees there should be a Negro repre-
senting the Negroes. Then I think it is fair to sey -- I might
be wrong but I thiﬁk that most of the liberal Negroes do not agree
with that. They believe people should be on committees, should
hold jobs, because they are coﬁpetant to hold them and not because
of thelr race or religiuﬁ:

Now, I do not want to state that or push it unduly, nor do

‘ I want to seem to indiecate that Negroes are adequately repre&gented
in various places.

On the training course, kir,-President, where we had 10,000
pilots trained last year and 20,000 this year, and 45,000 will be
trained this coming yeasr, those to be trained are trained out at
universities and colleges in Amerieca, and Negroes are included in
that group. I think the young man, however, is talking about some-
thing else, in terms of fighters rather.than that.

@ I want to say something in this aituatién with respect to the point
of view of labor: Looking back a little while -- not too long --
to the period of even N.R.A., when the right of labor -- when they
were permitted to orgﬁﬁlze and collective bargeining was protected
and then denied and then, recently, through the National Labor He-

. lations Board, wes once agsin reemphasized, it seems a little con-

P




o

470
649-A -= 19

fusing to us that in this present situation, this whole program

of national defense, that the Administretion has taken no stand

on the recent attacks and indictments under the antitrust laws

of the labor unions, smongst whom is my own, the Fur Workers' Union,
for no other reason, as the Judge and others have stated, than

that it is a conspirecy for the purpose of organizing the whole
industry. And many people --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What industry did you say?

Q The fur and leather. I am vitaelly concerned with this whole recent
attack on the trade union movement asnd the need to protect the re-
cent gains of labor, eﬂﬁenially in this emergency. I would like
to know your stand on these questions?

THE PRESIDENT: T em afraid I am a little confused. Can you specify
a little more?

@ Yes, the Sherman antitrust indictments.

THF PRESIDENT: Who have they been sgainst?

@ The Fur VWorkers' Union, the Teasmsters! Union, the Flectricians!

Union --

TEE PRESIDENT: (interposing) The Teamsters! Union, es we know, certain
local teamsters' unions are perfectly clear-cut rackets, you have
got to admit that. OSome of the-building trades in New York and
other places have been rackets, That is why antitrust indictments.
And it was not only the unions that have been involved, but there
have been rackets and combinations end conspiracies among the
owners of th; industry -- you know that. What I have been rather
surprised at is that some of the leaders of those particular inter-.

national unions have not come out and made more of en effort to




get rid of the rackete in some of the locals.

Q In our own field, in t;a CeliOu ==

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I do not mean the field. A fair case --

Q (interposing) I do not think they found against us.

THE PRESIDENT: What was the indietment based on?

Q Conspiracy to organize the entire industry. For instance, there
were some three thousand people in New York orgenized and their
gonditions radically altered for the better under this whole so-
called conspiracy. That was the indictment.

THE‘PRESIDENT: I would like to see that indictment because I'cannot
imagine any indietment that would hold water over ten minutes that
was based on an effort to organize the whole industry. I do not
think it lies and I would like to remd it before I answer your
guestion. I am quite sure, if your statement was right, that the
indictment was based on the attempt to organize the fur and leather
industry, and you stop there, that when you get to the next court
they will throw it out on itg ear. 1 hope they will if that is
true, and I think they will. I know enough law -- I am not an ex-
pert lawyer -- thet thet is not the basis for an indictment.

Q That mey be, but Thurmsn Arnold represented the Department of Justice
and I presume he is an Administrstion appointee. He conducted,
very vigorously, the whole affsir., The result was the conviction
(indictment?) in an effort to bresk up the union and the industry.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I will read it.

Q Mr. President, I was particularly interested in Mr. Hopkins' answer
to the questions raised by lir. Robinson because I think it reflects

one ¢f the things in which all Regro youth in America are particu-




larly interested on a general scale, snd that is our equal partieci-

pation in all phases and opportunities in the government and the

1ife of America. It is for that reason that I want to hark back,
for a moment, to the first question raised and that was the ques-
tion about poll taxes.

Now, you said thet in your opinion the euluﬁion to this prob-
lem will come through education? | it ;

THE PRESIDENT: Right.

& Well, I want to raise the guestiom: Is it not true that the people
we have to'educata today are Congressmen and Senators? For in-
stance, there is s bill that hes been proposed by Rapreaanfative
Geyer of é;lifornia, the Anti-Poll Tax Bill, which would eliminate
the poll tax as a requirement Tor voting in Pederal electiohs =

s THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) And if it is constitutional, it ought

to go through. I hope, frankly -- I could not give you my opinion

a8 to whether it is constitutional because that has to go through
the courts' -- I hope it is constitutionsl.

Q@ I hope it is too, and I would like to talk, just for & moment, on
the assumption that it is cﬁnstitutional because, at thelprasant
stage of the game, the only people of America that are backing

this bill are organized, such as the one for which I work, the

Southern Negro Youth Council, and there are other organizations --
THF PRESIDENT: (interposing) And you ought to get more people because
it is a difficult thing, as you know, in our civilization unless
you have sentiment. You teske the voters in Dutcﬁesa County, New
York, where that problem of poll taxes does not affect their lives:

‘ we are all human and I think probably most of the people of Dutchess




County, New York, if it was explained to them would get behind

I
sy
I the bill. *q;fxl

@ The point I am trying to make is that I think the fact that our Sen-
S ators and Representatives, people in official positions who should ’
be supporting this bill but are not today, is a fact which creates

a great deal of uneasiness in the minds of American youth, for

the reason that we connect their attitude of lack of activity on

this question with the fact that they are concentrating all their

efforts on the program for rearmament aﬁd are neglecting not only

the poll tax effort but it is.true also in asnother case, another

plece of legislation that particularly affects the Negroes, the

Antilyneching Bill, for which we had achieved a majority of signa-

tures in fevor of this bill., Now we find that these Senators re-

. fuse to teke action to bring the bill to the floor and have a vote

on it.

Now, it is the genmeral impression, not only of Negroes in
America but probably of the majority of people, that one of the
dangers inherent in our present rearmamﬁnf program is that such

pleces of legislation as these ﬁﬁvé not only been sserificed --

they have already been sacrificed -- but will continue to be, de-
) spite pronmouncement that we may make to the contrary, unless we
are able to organize our Senators and Representatives and people
who have the power to form our national policy sc that the security
and civil liberties of the American people msy be preserved.
THE PRESIDENT: I think it is a very good point. You have to remember

on that point that when you get to a crisis of this kind, you also

. avold the repeal of a lot of good legislation we already have.




Especially in a campaign year, it works both ways. I think we

have to keep pushing all our social legislation to improve Govern-

ment machinery.

Now, you spoke about that Antilynching Bill: You have got

a situation up there on the Hill which goes back well over a hun-

dred years, when the Senate began calling itself the greatest de-

bating soclety in the world -- the most exclusive club in the
world -- "We operate without any rules whatsoever." One of the
inherent rights of a Se:;mtur is to filibuster just as long as h-e
can stand on his feet, "We operate without rules."™ Now, one of
the things that is a perfectly practical thing for everybody here,
y - and that 18 to put to every candidate for the United States Senate
the gquestion, "Are you in favor of the Senat; continuing its right
. : to filibuster and prevent bringing to a vote certain legislation
that a minority of the Senators, a rather small minority, is op-
posing -- the majority in favor of it?"
If you can get a vote on the Antilynching Bill in the Senate
it would g; through -- we all know it.
Q For that reeson, the question I want to emphasize, and it i=z one
which should be of perticular concern to eall who are here, and

that is, What can we do, what can you do, Mr. President, in your

position as the offlieial representative of our Gn:mrrrment, to see

that our Congress takes some position, some stand, on these issues,
' for the very serlous reascn that, I believe, among a large section
of the population, the program for defense and rearmament, in some
places, is held in suspicion because they feel that the first line

: . of defense of America should be that of the socisl needs of the

w4
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people, and that this is the thing that our Senators should cer-

tainly concentrate on with equal ardor as their concentration on

our military objectives..

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing more than you would have done right along. It

means getting ninety-six Senators to say, "Go out and teke a vote

on the Antilynching Bill." 7You have had some rather definite ac-
cessions of strength this year. Take the Vice Préaiﬂant and sev-
eral other southern Senators: they have given up and said, "Yes,
we think it is better to teke a vote." W® are gaining on it but
you won't get it this year. |
G I was very much interested to note in your statement, after the
rapid development of the emergency and after your bill for the ex-
tended arms program, that the hard won gaina of labor should not
. be lost sight of in the present situation, and then the Congress,
by a volce vote passed the Vinson Bill, which would, I think, be
an opening wedge for undermining the thing that has been so slowly
ﬂuilt up. =
THE PRESIDENT: I have been trying to get it eliminated in the Sensate.
Q& That is what I went to ask you, What will happen in the Senate?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope it will be eliminsted. I do not know yet; they

! : I have not taken a vote.

| Q@ What would you advise us to dﬂ‘i;

THE PRESIDENT: If they do pass it, of enufsa, obviously, I will have
to sign the bill but with it will go s statement that those clauses
;rill not bhe used.

Q@ In other words, those clauses are virtually voided by the way you

‘ sign the bill?




THE PRESIDENT:

Yes.

Q And will that be true of legislation of a similar type?

THE PRESIDENT: I have been fighting it right along.

Q . Because, what we have been struggling for, for eight years, is being

eliminated in the course of a few weeks.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. And then, of course, snother thing too -- on the
actusl administration, people want to get things done. Haw, in
one of the departments I eaught the ntﬁ&r day an order going out
for the Navy Department to the effect that any commandent of any
industrisl plant, Navy yard, has the right to wﬂrﬁ people forty-
eight hours a week without reporting it back to the Navy Depart-
ment and fﬂ me toc get permission. I just caught it by pure chance.

| It 18 legal to do it. As soon as I caught it, I said, "No comman-
. dant is going to get that suthority."

Wow, we all know in s Navy yard, for exsmple, there may be
some speclalr trade like die sinkers. Well, if you know anything
about die sinkers, you know it is practicelly impossible to find
a dile sinker today. Therefore, in that case, s very, very small
trade, in order to keep the rest of the plant running forty hours
a week, you may_hava to employ your die Binkeré forty-eight hours

a week., There are not very many of them.

Now, that is the kind. of an exception you ﬁﬁ?a to have for
~ the benefit of the other ninety-nine per cent of the workers in
the yard.
But the genersl rule from now on, slthough they have the
suthority -- I eaught it and they are not going to work forty-

. eight hours except in those special ceses where one trade has to
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work for a period until they cen get more people in in thet trade,
that highly skilled trede. That will be the rare exception to

the rule and we are gaing to keep to the regular stendard of forty

hours a week.,

Q@ Mr. President, I am chairman of the Conneecticut Youth Counecil., In

our State seven thousand yﬂung.peaple are alded by N,Y.A. out of
125 thousend people that need it on relief certification. That

is still the moet importent problem for young people within our
borders. We know that you, on January fourth, said that the plight
of youth was the special cun&arﬂ of Government. We' feel that.suuh
a tremendous problem must be a constant concern to the leaders of
our Govermment. On February tenth we heard from you that ten,
twenty, thirty years sgo unemployment had no sueh worries for roﬁng
people as now. Since then we have not heard anything to the con-
trary. Nevertheless, the N.Y.A. end the C.C.C. sre at the same
figure that they were last year so that the disparity between those -
thet ere given and those that need help still continues. We want

an answer from you and we want a conerete ‘proposal.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think Mr. Hopkins has the general figures and

plen on that. We are extending, when we get this bill passed, we
are extending the C.C.C. end N,Y,A, and, of course, the C.A.A. em-
ployment, What do you suppose the total will be, Harry (Mr. Hop-

kins)? Have you got any idea of the sdditional numbern?

MR. HOPKINS: I think it will probably be about two million young people

all together.

6 May I ask a question of Mr. Hopkins about that program? I am very,

?ar& much concerned that in the kind of training, apprenticeship




érainiﬁg particularly, which these young people are to be given,

that it ought to be of sufficient breadth so that after the war
we do not have the same situation for young people that we had

after the last war. In other words, s necessity for a reorienta-

tion of skills snd occupations for a vast number of people who
have been trained with such & narrow conception of trainigé, be-
cause of the emergency, that they have not the kind of skill which
can be reoriented. Will there be provision, or will the plan in-
volve a sufficiently broad training so that there is possibility
of a rather rapid réorientation after the crisis is over?
MR. HOPKINS: To the best of my knowledge -~ I find this going around
the Government -- that is a difficult objective to identify with
defense and the desire on the part of the Army and the Navy and
’ the Air Force to meet a potential enemy. vaiuusly,'tha‘h ought
to be organized with all the brains and intelligence that it can
be.
. ‘ I know a good deal sbout the difficulties of some of the train-
ing prior to and during the last war, when we had all these people
.undar mobilization and demobilization and I doubt whether it is
possible to organize the thing as meticulously as you indicate.

None of the experts in that field whom I have seen think that it

can be,
W
On the other hand, I think the problem you raise is one being
given consideration by the people who will manage the program be-
cause these people are very critical of the kind of training we

got last time. I do not want to underestimate the problem you

-I ‘ present --




THE PRESIDENT: {inmarpcuinél It is practically a new subject that we i

"Paltz." I said, "Why do you want to be a teacher?" "Well, I
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have been only talking about, disoussing, the last five or six

yuai; and, of course, into it enter a whole lot of things that are

new to all of us. Well, I always cite the thing that happened to

me when I was Governor (of New York). They passed two bills ¥

through the Legislature to provide two new normal schools for the

State of New York, one in Long Island esnd one in the .western part

of the State. Before I signed them I sent for the Commissioner of ~
Education and I said, "You have got a 1list, I think, of school -
teachers, that is to say certified school teachers, who are look-
ing for jobs?" He said, "Yes." I said, "How many are there?"
He said, "I don't know."
So he went snd checked up and there were six thﬁusand men
and women, certified men and women, who had gone through Hunter
College, normal school, teachers! collageaf et cetera, and who
had been certified for employment as teachers. There were six
thousand in the City of New York slone who had no job, end there
were seven thousend up-State who were certified and looking for
jobs. MNow, they had gone through the entire educational period.
They had become qualified taqcherﬂ and there were thirteen thou-

sand more in the State of New York than we had jobs for.

Well, what is one of the answers? There was a little girl

up in Hyde Park Village, a nice kid, seventeen years old. She

wrote to me and said, "I want to go to normal school over in New

don't know. I rather like the ides. I think I would like to be

a teacher."™ °




Well, she did not have any particular quilirinatium-,.nnv
o

more than the average girl in the world when it comes to teaching.

Nobody had ever looked her over. If she had gone to normal school

she would have waited three years and then gone on the list because

she did not have personality. She was a nice kid but no person-

ality. She might have been employed teaching in the grade school

somewhere but I wouldn't have picked her out, if I were running
a school, es the kind of girl to teach those youngsters.

Well, why? "I think I would like to be a tescher." Well,

I telked to her and I said, "I would not like to go to normal

school if I were yoﬁ."' So, inatead of that, she warllt down to a

business college and became a stenographer and is doing real well.

It eo happened down in that region that there wes a need for ste-
. nographers.

Eventumslly, out of this study we are meking we are going to
present a lot of misfits in life, people who want to do a partic-
ular thing for which they are not fitted.

I don't know what kind of an examinstion there will be -- we
do not know enough about it, but we will have to pick and ecull

the people for this particular trade, that particular occupation,

| . thﬁt particular profession.
., Well, you take one very praﬂtigﬁl illustration of this prob-
_lem: Almost everybody tells me -- it is a good many years since
I was in college -- that there are an awful lot of boys and girls
who ought not to go to college but who do go to college and, as
you know, take a graduate class today, I think probably in most

. of the colleges in this country you will find that the majority



13
it

of boy and girl graduates in those colleges come to Class Day,

Commencement Day to get their diplomas and they haven't the fog-

glest idea of what they are going to do in life. e

Q Mr. President, I would like to get back to the question of the

-

{ .
rights of the negro people because I feel that the final test of

any group that is interested in extending end preserving damnnrhor1
is the position of the negro people. There are 15 million American
Negroes who still do not anjﬁy full citizenship rights and we are
in entire agreement on the proposition that thtﬂra‘t line of de-
fense is the security and well-being of the citizens of any country.
The iigrn people are particularly interested 4n this theory
because they feel %hat they do not have complete welfare and secur-
ity in the United States, which is a democracy, and we feel that
since defense 1s the burning question, that certeinly the Adminis-
tration should go out vigorously, even perhaps more vigorously,
on the question of the rights of Negroes as being as much a part
of the program for defense as any other thing.
Things thgi have been brought up here are just a small part
of the vast guestion with respect to the rights of Negroes. 1In
the S:_Juth they are under the system of Jim Crow; in the North it
is more subtle but it has its forme. and I feel there should be a
vigorous indication on.the part of the Administration on the stand
it takes on the negro gquestion. |
THE PRESIDENT: I think you are dead right. I do not know much esbout
the women's end of the negro questian; but I know a lot about the
men's end. I went down to Tuskegee a year and a half ago and at

that time, because of our tremendous forestry program, we were
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looking for two types of trained people. One was the graduate V.

forester. Well, that means just ebout as much time as it takes

to become a bachelor of laws. And I said to Dr. Patterson, "Is

there any school in the country that has ever graduated a negro
forester?™ He said, "As far as I know, no."

"Have any of them gone to the northern forestry schools?"
"Not that I know of."™

Secondly, we need s tremendous number of what is called
"working foresters" who have not had the long three-year course
but have had the short two-year course, which does not require a
college degree. Now, there is no school in the United States, no
negro school that teaches f;restry. Did you know that?

q DNo. |

THE PRESIDENT: That is a true thing.

MRS, ROOSEVELT: Would they have been taken on if they had taken the
course?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and particularly in the South hecﬁusa there is a
tremendous need. There is a profession at the present t}ma where
there is demand. It is as big, bigger than the supply -- graduate
Tforesters and working foresters.

Q@ They work in grnups: do'thay.nct?

THE PRESIDENT: No -- what do you meman? =

Q@ You don't send one lone forester to a special place; you send a
group?'

THE PRESIDENT: No.

€ You would have to send & unit of colored workers?

THE PRESIDENT: Not necessarily, Believe me, they are so scarce today
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that they would teke anybody. There are a good many things we

have not gone into along that line for definite occupations for

negro men and negro boys. We are not teaching them. Take simple

engineering. Out through the West, on these soil erosion control

projects, we have not got enough young engineers that know the

practical engineering field work to fill joba on the different

projecta that we are running all through the Middle West and the
Prairie States. There is no place to train them,
@ The question I am raising is that there are definite policies that
have grown to be such a definite part of our American system that
we have come to accept them, that prevent Negroes from taking a
: full part in the life of America.
o THE PRESIDENT: I am not so much interested in the statement of policy
. a8 I am interested in the training. What I am trying to do is to
get negro colleges to train people in the work where there is a
real need for them. That is practical. |
Q@ I think, since we have had all of these Yankees speaking, we ought
to let a Southerner speak. Down South we are having an awful lot
of talking these days, and newspaper editorials, about fifth col- -
umns., In Nashville there was an old man wﬁgihaﬁ a map in his

pocket, I believe of Memphis, and they had banner-head columns,

"Fith Column Men Arrested,"™ and two days later they released him.
He was not an agent of a foreign government, He was a little de-
mented.

Down in Houston, Texas, we had a young Negro who was to speak

on the un-American activities of Mr. Dies. The American Legion

protested to the agency that had charge and the permit was with-
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drawn. Many people, nevertheless, came to the meeting in carloads

but the policemen ceme with the speaker to the meeting to see that
the meeting was not held.
We have all sought in the South to find out about the un-
American activities. What I wonder is where are these un-American
activities that we are having and do they exist? I have asked a
lot of people coming down in the train, "Do you see any fifth ocol-
umn?" At first people say, "They muat. be here because the edito-
rials say so." 1 wonder whether the great interest in your speeches
and other speeches of people in the American Gﬂ?arnmént about the
dangers of foreign elements working among us, and if thah increased
appropriation for the Federal Buresu of Investigation, and if the
subtle and, I think, partial endorsement of the Dies Committee
. which you recently gave in saying that you got some information
from the Dies Committee -- I wonder if you yourself and members
of the Government are not partly responsible for this great scare
and I wonder if the fifth column activities actually exist among
us?
THE PRESIDENT: They do, very definitely. I will give you a very simple

example: There are at the present time, within the past couple of

l months, I suppose there are at least between forty -- that is =

| guess on my ]]-ﬂrt but I think it ie sbout right -- about forty or
fifty factories in this country where somebody in the factory has
attempted to destroy the tools in those factories. T_hat is fifth
column., That is the emsiest example I know of. Those are per-
fectly known cases.

‘ ¢ In your Reorganization Order, which trensferred the Alien Immiératian




i ; ol e
“E L ST R O A £ <

L 1= T

’:;'.-i$g§§§§§§§§g¥;$$qugz

Winy N nd

Bureau from the Department of Labor to the Department of Justice --

I did not have a chance to read it ell -- did it proriﬁl at all

for the &etapsa of aliens?

THE PRESIDENT: It does not change the law. ‘&
G Q@ It did not change the law at all?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Doesn't it seem to you like -- I think it has been shown that the
aliens are brought up before this commission. It is not a trial
in the sense that it is a court, it is an Administration commis-
sion appointed by the Administration and the Administration halts
there. Although these aliens in the paaf have had the right to
coungel, it is a sort of hazy right and not many of them have
lawyers. Don't you think, especially in these hysterical times,

. these persons --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Do you know of any cases where, before
these commissions, there has been any denial of justice proven?

Q@ I know in the World War, right after the World War there was defi-
nitely, I think,

THE PRESIDENT: I think there was. I think a good deal of it wemt on

at that time, which accumulated into the bomb that was set off up

here on R Street to try to blow the Attorney Ganarai_nr the United
pe: e States into small satoms. It was hysterical, of course; no question
about that. In the same way, I do not know how many judges you
have got in this anuntr} all told, but thousands and thousands.
Well, in any large number of offieimle you are bound to find prob-
ably the same number, the same percentage of people who go off

. half-cocked, of people who do stupld things, the same number as
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you do in eny other welk of life. There are probably just as

many stupid or crooked people among the lawyers or the clergy as

there are in the American Youth Congress.

Q@ I know a lot of people.

THE PRESIDENT: In other words, you are bound to have down at the bot-
tom, in those things, certain denials of justice. What we are
trying to do is keep the percentage as low as possible.

Q If I could go on a little more. IIt seems, though, in this situation --
I believe you are in favor of the public defender system -- that
in these Administration trials, that these persons should be al-
lowed some sort of counsel beceuse the rules of evidence are dif-
ferent in Administration tribunals than they are in the courts and,
in hyﬂtagiual times, with the Department of Justice being the tryer

. ?‘ and prosecutor, unless --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, because the same people are going
to do that. The personnel has not changed. There will be no .
change in the personnel.

Q@ I think, as you probably know, the majority of American young people
support the national defense policy and internal sctions against

- fifth columnists. But I think the thing that worries a great

meny of the progressive young people -- there are two things that
really worry them: one is the fact that so many people who have
been opposed to all the socidl legislation of the New Deal are

now suddenly coming around snd giving support to armaments and
things like that, and the second thing is the_pnint made here
about so many evidences of real hysteris among such men as Governor

‘ ) Rivers, who are coming out sgainst the fifth column. I know of




'Q And the second question is, Just who ere the fifth columnists in

German Americans who say that people are spying on them and meking

life migerable,

There are two questions I have: (1) How can we guarantee
thet a rearmament program, the national defense program, will not
fall into the hands of reactionaries who have always been against
-us?

THE PRESIDENT: Eternal vigilance is the only thing I know., The fact
that some of these people have suddenly shifted over is probably
a good sign. Some of them I did not think JoLE ever SHAFL over.

Q But in loecal organizations, in the R.0,T.C. and C.C.C. and other
places, there is slways a danger that education and everything
else will be in the hands of traditional militarists and others
who are pretty reactionary people, and i'l:- Eeems t'c me -- I think
that many people who have questioned this thing could feel so much
more certain in their support of the arms program if we felt that
there wasn't a graa.tly strained relation going on and people who
are suddenly coming to the support of the arms program might not
automatically --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) ZEternal vigilance.

the United States besides the obvious spies? Aren't there people
like Mr. Girdler and Ford snd others who really ari.a the fifth
column? _

THE PRESIDENT: Just exacltl;r,r ‘the same category -- I agree with you --
people who avoid the consequences of it, the Girdlers in life as
well as the people who try to put emery into the machinery. I

think eternal vigilance is the only answer. You are going to have
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a certain percentege of cases, like I said, that will be badly

handled and everything else. You have got to watch that, the in-

dividual case.

Q@ TYou suggested in your speech at the haginniﬁa of the meeting that
the choice of the people of the world today was a ghoice batwae;
forms of government, so my questions are these:

First, do you believe that the Allies are defending any par-
ticular form of government, whether they are concerned with Asmoo-
racy?

And the second, if that is true, is it borne out by their
imperislistic policies?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think that is the gquestion. I would put it
the other way around. Where would you rather live, in France or

. Germany, today?

@ You are asking me?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. _

§ Is there much choice toﬁay? I would answer that I would much prefer
living in the United States. |

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but between Frence and Germany I would certainly
much rather live in Frence. After all, the civil liberties in

£ France have always been, on the whole, pretty good. The French

people are an extremely independent people, if you know anything
about them. I think their form of government is very cumbersome
and I think this chenging of administretion every few months is

an extremely bad way of running a government in any country. But

L

they have a pretty free method of life and you will find that the

.-' average French femily hes & great deal of ciﬂi liberty. DNow, if
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T hed to choose between the two, I would rather live in France
than in Germany.
Q The question now is whether I would enjoy living in the Freﬁnh
colonies and I would have to answer, "No."
THE PRESIDENT: I egree with you. I am talking as between France and
Germany. I would say this -- have you ever been to Martinique?
. \ Q No.
+THE PRESIDENT: Martinique is a French colony and they have a very in-
teresting form of local government for nearly all Negroes. They
get on extremely well with the small number of French white people
who are down there. They never have any trouble. They have a
1ow;§tandard of living but that is so all through the West Inaiaﬂ.
They are a happy, cheerful people and, surprisingly, they have
' mueh better education among the Negroes of Martinique than we have
in most of our states in the South. Now, thet is an interesting
fact and that is a French colony. The same thing applies to
Guadelupe.
§ Not in Indo-China?

THE PRESIDENT: Indo-China, no.

G-I .dont't want t? prolong this discussion but I would like to ask one

IF' more -- the first question I asked you, whethsr you believed that
the Allies were fighting for demoeracy, whether they are concerned
with -- '

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Put it the other way eround. They are
fighting for a better form of democracy, certainly, than Germany
is fighting for. I would say it is an idesl.

' Q Do you believe that England can regain the democracy that the British
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people have recently given up?

THE PRESIDENT: Who is suffering from that?

Q Well, T would think that in the long run the world is suffering.

THE PRESIDENT: No, I am talking about England.

Q The British people. '

THE PRESIDENT: Most of the people in England who are guing.t; be caught
by that last order in Council are the richer people in England.

| They are tﬁgfghﬂs that sare going to have their property teken away

from them. And, furthermore, E:nc:wing history, I do not believe
for a minute at the end of this war that they are.gning to continue
a thing like that, not for a second.

@ Mey I bring a message from the Mi&waﬂt?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

. G May I bring a messsge from the Midwest? I come from the State of
Wisconein, the home of the elder Senator La Follette. During the
past four or five years I have been working there in the Y.M.C.A.
and during the last three years for the National Peace Couneil.

In talking with some of the "Y" people throughout the ccuntry who
have been following these questions of the Americen relationships
in the fntarnatiunal-snhame, I find there are quite a few questions

thet come into the offices with respect to what is the best de-

| fense policy i‘or this country to follow. That seems to be a ques-
tion that is before most of the persons who are asking these ques-
tions at the present time,

The questions seem to run along these lines: Tirst of all,

Whet is the best defense policy for the United States to follow?

. And then most of them raise a second question: Where is our real
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enemy? Most of them, they tend to indicate in their letters and

- W, eSS L b . TR

in their statements that they feel the real enemy is within this

ecountry, fhnt there is very little danger of the United States of
 Americe being invaded by a foreign invader, that if we are going
to adequately protect this country and the things for which it =
stands and the Western Hemisphere stands, we have to talk in terms
of the defense of the democratic privileges of the members of all
the minority groups, of =1l the different class interests in this
country. And meny of them are wondering why, when the guestion
is raised in the various places, the Administration or the Congress,
that when the question is raised more attention is not given to
what they consider to be more important, the quﬂatinn‘of defense
from our enemies who are within this country instead of talking
. in terms of the distance of certsin points in the United States —
from possible air raid bases, and the question of a foreign invader,
and the question of protecting ourselves by building up armies
against that foreign inveder, which they think will protect us
against a foreign enemy?
THE PRESIDENT: Tt is & little bit s question of the English language.
TP T any to youl, Whhab is'ths Seballof $1ve Apples and Four peeree

give me one word that describes it," you cennot. It is still five

apples and four pears.

| What you are doing and so meny people are doing, perfaaﬁly

| naturally, is to fall for the ﬁisuae of the English word "defense."
That word "defense" means two separate things, just as different
a8 apples are from peers. Yup’ﬁ?e talking in one breath.about

. the American's defense of his way of life end trying to build up
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within our own Nation a better way of life. We have got to have,
for the future of the Nation, irrespective of armiau,.irraapautira
of navies, irrespective of aviation, we have éotlto have better,
stronger, more prosperous and hatt;n living people than we have

~ got today. Now, that is one problem,

Now, you cannot ¥alk about that problem exactly, using the
same words, a8 you do about the possibility of the invasion of the
United Statas; or letting people put & stone wall or a concrete
wall or an armed wall around our country. That is an entirely
different subject, just as different as apples are from pears.

Now, I am all for what you are falking about and what they
are talking about in the Y.M.C.A.'s throughout the West. Of course
we are talking about it but do not let us make a comparison between
that and a different subject, because it is a different subject.

Q@ I think also there is a distinction between the two subjects. My
point is that many of the inquiries that come in believe that the
most important of the subjeets is not being stressed edequately
at the present time. ’

THE PRESIDENT: Well, perhaps it is not. It is a little bit difficult
in our system of government to pursue two equally important things
with equal emphasis at the same time. That is darned hard.

Q Mr. President, the C.I.0. Executive Board has been in executive
session here for three days and that Executive Bo;rd aﬂaptad a
resolution on national defense based on the fact that we believe
that one of the most important elements for national defense is

keeping up the morale of the people and their confidence in our

A

country and its institutions and, in order to follow that out,




that it is absolutely necessary to maintain the rights that the
'

people have geined, particulerly the rights and gains made by

1abni the paet few years under your administration.

It was during these sessions of the Executive Board that it

" was reported there that many employers are uaihg the war hysteria

and using the cry of patriotism and nationel defense as an excuse

to try to take away from labor some of the gains that labor has

made.

Now, the question is this: We know your position on this

because you have stated it clearly and positively. Would it be
possible for you to issue an Executive Order which would provide
that in every contract made by the United States Govermment for
arms or for any other goods or services required by the Government,
to include in there, as a condition of this contract, that every
employer shall aahere to and shall obey the laws on the statute
books, such as the National Labor Relations Act, the Weges and Hours
law and such other legislation as has given to labor and to the
people such rights as they deserve?

That does not require any lagisiation. It merely requires
an Executive Order by the President instructing the administrative
agencies of the United States. It certainly would be a tremendous
sigﬂ to labor snd the people of this country that, as far as the
Administration is concerned, Epat it intends to see that these laws,
which will maintain morale and which will heighten confidence, are
going to be enforced, and that at least every possible effort is

going to be made to enforce them. Would it be possible for such

an Executive Order to Pe made?
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THi-ﬁn!BIﬂEHT: ‘When Sidney Hillman gets down on Hhﬁﬁu?f;—‘it:1§
1ittle bit of -- what do lew students call it? -- it is & bit of
iurplunaga to say in a contract that you have got to live up to
the law because they have to anyway. But I will talk to Sidney
Hillman, You mean fha moral effect of it?

Q@ Because, actually, our experience has Bhﬂﬂﬂ.ﬁhat employers are using
the situation, the cry of patriotism, the ery of "We have to do
everything fnr.national defense" to break down the morale, the
organization, and create the thought in the minds of the people
that perhaps this war is a pretext to produce tremendous prufifs
for employers end misery for the people. We have got to stop the
development of that psychology or else the internal part of the
national defense, the morale of the pgnple, will be broken down
and create s situation detrimental to the country.

THE PRESIDENT: There is, I believe, in the present Government contracts
a clause to the effect that this contract is subject to the full
force and effect of all statutes, et cetera, of tﬁa United States,
I imagine that is in sll Government contracts still, I am not
dead sure. Anyway, I am glad you mentioned it. I will take it
up.

& During the coming summer I shall be et a lot of conferences of church
youth and, as you kmow, they spend freely of their time in the
discussion of social end political problems. One of the questions -
in the multiplicity of them there mre conscientious objectors --
end they are sgain asking, end I know they will be msking all sum-

mer, "Will America give the same agsurances and the same guarantees

that England is giving to her consecientious objectors?" The last
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war showed a lesson we sll remember and the question is whether

they have learned thet lesson?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; sure. There is no doubt about it,

& I wanted to get back to the question of Jobs., In the Youth Commis- L

sion reports last November it was pointed out that there were so

many more youths today than there ever have been before and would

be in another decade. It was pointed out further that even in a

normal expansion of war industries there would be few jobs open
to young people and that the.ﬂu?ernment should sponsor some type
of Federal projects, I presume similar to the H;f}ﬁq or the W.P.A.,
bqt'cn a national scale and on a muech more substantisl and secure
basis, presumably something like the American Youth Act.
I would like to know your expression of opinion on that recom-
. . . mendation?
' THE PRESIDENT: Well, of course this thing divides in about fifty or e
hundred different weys. As Mr, Hopkins sazid, we are going to have

a great many more opportunities for young people to get jobs.
Right, Harry?

MR. HOPKINS: Yes, sir.

MRS. ROOSEVELT: Have you got that appropristion or is it still subject

to Congressional action?

?HE.PEEEIIENT: We haven't eny money. There hasn't been & bill gone
- through. I haven't a penny in my pocket.
@ Mr. President, one of the main groups that suffere from or is in
danger of suffering from the fifth colﬁmn talk is the group of

refugees in this country. I know, in working with church groups

who are trying to place refugees, that recently the groups that
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would naturally take and try to fit in refugees have been very

much disturbed as to whether or not these refugees, driven out il
by injuuﬁina, were not lika}r to be fifth columnists. We were
wondering if something could not be done from headquarters which i
would tend to allay the suspicions of aliens ss such, particularly £ Tk

those who have come to this country as refugees. -

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we are trying fo be just as feir on that proposi-

tion,as we can. ZILuckily, the refugees have got‘intarasted in them
a good many private organizations. Now, it is up to those private
uéganizatians to see to it that no diserimination is shown to the -
refugees. Now, of course, the refugee has got to be checked be-
cause, unfortunately, among the refugees there are some spies, as
has been found in other countries. 4And not all of them are volun-
. tary spies -- it is rather s horrible story but in some of the other

countries that refugees out of Germany have gone to, especislly

| Jewish refugees, they have found a number or definitely proven

sples. It sounds like a horrible thing but, in most cases, the

reason for that is this, that the refugee has left Germany and

. then hes been told by the Germen Government, "You have got to con-

duet this particular spy work and if you don't meke your reports.
regularly back to sone definite asgent in the country, you are going
to -~ we are frightfully sorry, hutlyﬁﬁr old father and old mother
will be teken out and shot." It has been spying under compulsion
and it is an emezing story that we have rather fully. Of course

it epplies to a very, very small percentage of refugees coming out
of Germeny but it does apply and, therefore, it is something that

we have to watch. Isn't it rather a horrible thing?




Q Mr. President, I was going to follow up with this C.0. (conscien-

tious objector) question: ﬂﬁa of the problems we have is whether
the group they will have to come before, s tribunal or whatever
they happen to be, is a sympathetic group, or what kind of apﬁfuuoh
they have to meke -- whether it will be the War Department or the
Justice Department that will handle the cases, or whether it will
be under civilian control, like under the Americen Friends' Com-
mittee, or something like that?

THE FRESIDENT: We are going to try to keep all the existing machinery
without putting in new machinery and, of course, the existing
machinery is civilian machinery.

@ In your enalysis of one of the reasons why cooperative efforts to
prevent eggression failed, you mentioned specifically fear of war
on the part of people everywhere that led them to fear the appli-
cation of sanctions. I think there was also an element of fear
caused by groups of people who did not want to halt esgression. I
think that reactionary forces played on the fears of people and
led them to refrain. We are told that international growth of
disorders reﬂu;tslin growthe of disorders at home.

The big problem for the future, snd the problem that agitates
young people more than anything else is, what hope -- I think it
is a real problem -- what hope is there that even if the Allies
do win, that even twenty years from todey that the same thing
won't happap? that we won't go through the same tragic story?
Doesn't it effect the domestic organization of the country when-
ever we have nations in power? I do not know whether you can an-

swer that question, but what possibilities are there for the future
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’  which will keep this thing from happening all over agnin'!

THE PRESIDENT: Well, again you are getting into a guessing field, but

let's put it chia way: OSince -- well, the Hu}-olaoniu era -- prac-

tically there '}:.msn't been any real aariuuu.- widespread aggression

on the part of nations that call themselves democratic -- since

about 1815, There have been minor episodes, yes, but no wide-

spread military effort to dominate the world. I mean, that is
history. .Thut is 125 years.

On the other hand, there have been certain very definite ef-
forts to expand the field of military aggression to very, very

wide areas and very, very large numbers of human people on the

part of non-democratic nations and, just on the doctrine of chances
well, let us take a simple problem: Suppose in 1912 Canada passed

‘ into German control. Well, we would have a very difficult problem
in our relationships with Canada today, twenty-two years later,
than if we had an armed Canade under a more or less democratic form
of government like ours. That is on the doetrine of history. I
think that is the easiest way of putting it.

Q@ I agree with that, Mr, President, but let's take this assumption

| that the world, the people of the world entrusted you to write the

| | next peace snd you had_td meet around a conference table with repre-
sentatives of other nations to discuss the treaties of peace? How
would America be effective in establishing democratic governments
if that is the clue to ?uture peace? I do not know that I am making
my question clear --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) - We have a pretty good ide;;-of what we
. would seek. That is something. In other words, we have a program

ﬂ}
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that ie no secret. It is the elimination -- I have put it that e

way on several occasions -- it 1s the elimination of four fears.
Well, let us take them: first, the fear they have in a great

many countries that they cannot worship God in their own way.

That is another way of saying, "freedom of religion."™ In autoc-

racies they do not have freedom of religion. That would be a con-

dition of the peace,

Secondly, the fear of not being able to speak out, the fear

of repression of the press, of news services, and in autocracies
you have not got freedom of expression. Therefore, freedom of 1
expression is one of the cardinsl principles for pesace.

Then you come to two other femrs: first, the fear of arms
and the only way to eliminate the fear of arms is to stop arms.

. That is something tc work for snd the country is working for those

things, Whether we will have eny success, Gpﬂ knuﬁa, but at
least we are working for them and have got a program.

And the final thing is the fear of.nnt being able to have
normel econcmic and social relations with other nations. In other
words, what we are after is freedom of commerce and freedom of

culture, because the two go hand in hand.

There are four things, four fears we are trying to remove,

four objectives we are trying to attain. That is something to - P\

bS]
i J

think over, something to work for.

Now, we may not have anf influence at all when it comes to

making a peace at the end of this war. On the other hand, when
we have a nation of 140 million people, with a fairly well under-

. stood program, it may have some influence on other nations of the

i' L7
f
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world.

Q But in Germany, in e sense, after the World War, those four fears
were eliminated. There was democracy in Germany, freedom of re-
ligion. Germany was given an opportunity by other nations. I
will qualify that: Germany did have suma.nppurtunity to get loans
anyway from other nations. And yet, Garﬁkny went autoeratic, Ger-
many went fascist because of the inability of the economic system
to function within Germany. Doesn't it seem there should be a fifth
item, that of giving people economic security in all countries?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that is the fourth point I am making. Freedom of
interchange of goods, of articles of commerce, and human beings --
culture.

Q Do you think the men who built up Hitler, if they should be around
a conference table with you, would be the kind of men that would
give that kind of freedom to their own people?

THE PRESIDENT: Not under present conditions. No, not for a minute.

@ I live in Pennsylvania, in a county where I am afraid the Republi-
cans are going to think I am in the fifth column. (Laughter) The
question I ask is, What do you think of makiﬁg a statement to the
Nation to allay this fear: Ve are living in a world of féar and
when a atatamenﬁ'nn fifth columns comes from the Prestdent, it

— frightens them a great deal and it seems to me all the papers took
it ups TFor example, the Ledger in Philadelphia is running an ex-
pose' -~ they are not exposing anything but they are creating fear
in the minds of people. Could you make a statement to stop this

fear, which is a wastage of the --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Of course I have seid that, in effect,




on several occasions, it does depend on the individual case. If
you are not guilty of anything, for God's sake, don't get scared.
When people like the Ledger make all sorts of glittering statements,
gomebody should say publicly, "What are you talking about? Who

are you talking about? Come down to brass tacks."

Q You spoke in your speech of the fifth column. That fanned the flame.

THE PRESIDENT: I spoke for a half hour and I had to cover fifty subjects
in helf an hour. I could nﬁt go into detail.

Q But it edds fuel to the fire -- the war hysteria.

THE PRESIDENT: You know, when I start one of those things I have, from
different groups around the country, requests seying this, that or
the other thing. This last Fireside Chat, if I had put in, telked
about various requests made to me, I would have had to telk for
three hours and a half.

Q If Hitler should win this war, there has been all kinds of talk about
readjustments that this country would have to go through, the loss
of foreign trade, and building up a tremendous armament machine.
Now, hss thé Aﬂminist¥atian gone into that? Have you any ideas --
ean you give us an idea of what sort of readjustment, reorientation,
this country may have to go through if Hitler should win the war?

THE*PHEEIDENT: First of all, I have to ask you to consider yourselfl
Hitler. Suppose you were a victnriaué Hitler, what would you do?

I do not know him, never met him. I know all sorts of stories.

I have heard the story that he wanted to go back and paint pictures --
that that is his one desire, to go back and paint pietures. He may
do it. I don't kna*- It is anybody's guess. Or he might do like ﬁ&

other successful conquerors; he might say, "I have got a third of
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the world and I have fixed up relations with amother third of the [ oA
world, the Far Fast. Why should I stop? How about this American |
third?" I m_nmi saying that is a probability, because it would

be silly. I am saying it is a possibility, which is correct, and
therefore, if it is a poseibility, which i¥.is, we have got to say

to ourselves, "We have got to prepare against it."

And then we go back to Hitler's mind and say, "How is he going
to do it 1r‘ha adopts that thesis?" And we are going to say, "Well,
one obvious thing would be to go down to the A}gamtina, where we
have a large German population that has never assimilated with the
Argentine people." They are not like our Germans, they have re-
mained by themselves. They have over g million Italians down there.

He (Hitler) Would say to the Argentine Government, "Now I have
a nice little traga bléc here. It is very nice. Do you want to
join it?" (Argentine woulad say,) "No. What are the terms?"

(Hitler would say,) "Well, you can't live in the Argentine unless

-you can export your beef and your corn and your wheat. You will

all go broke. We will give you a quota and we will take s0 many
tons of beef and take so many bushels of wheat and corn, and we

will tell you where to send them. We will allocate them and you

have got to sell them through the Germania Corporation at a charge

of two per cent commission on it. And we will tell you where to

send it. We don't like the way the Belgians are behaving; now,

they can fend for themselves this year." So next year they don't
- : £

like the Danes, so they will keep Argentine corn!out of Cenmark.

It will be completely in the control of a little group.

"Well," says the Argentine, "how are you going to pay us?"




"Well, there is no such thing as gold in the uﬁciﬁ; we will pay

you in steel rails."™ "Hell, we don't want steel rails."™ "Hell,

you have got to teke steel rails." "Well, there is no longer any

independence when we do th;t.'. And then Germany, the Germania

Corporation says to the Argentine, "Take it or leave it. By the
way, we forgot, you cannot have planes or an army, except pl;;aa
and en army and a navy that are run by German officers." Argen-
tine says, "We cannot do that. Weé will loee our independence,
We are Argamtiﬁiana." The Germania Corporation will say, "Sorry,
we can't take it. Sell your uu£plua products to the United States,"
knowing darned well that the United States has a surplus of beef
and wheat and corn of its own.

Well, that is not infiltration; that ie something very, very

. I different. That is highja':king._

Q@ It seems to me we are all getting critical, talkiﬁg about our Amer-
ican way of life, and we have had demonstrated clearly here tonight
that democracy does not exist in the United States --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) That is some statement.

@ .In fact, it does not -- the poll taX and such things as that -- we

know in peascetimes and even in the best times it is not a fact.

Well, it is going to be worse in the event of war., And the first

l ; thing is that there is much talk now -- the Dies Committee -- of
' un-Americsn activities, Communists and fifth columns, Well, I
would like to know who is going t; define them, what they are and
é what is happening to them. I think the first indication of what
is haﬁpuning to the American people ass a whole is this attack on

‘ Communists.
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O THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think the first definition to put in that class ' b ..i

are those people who prefer to live under the Communist system of L
- J '-.'""1. .
government instead of the Americen system. My |

Q@ Isn't that a democratic right?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes.

@ Then why do we permit laws to be passed which keep such people off

the W.P.A., rolls? \:
THE PRESIDENT: It is s democratic and, ineidentally, it is a consti-

tutional thing, but you have not got a chance in these times and

you never will have, in my judgment, of establishing the Communist
form of Government.

G That is not the question.

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is sort of silly to waste time on it.

‘ @ Isn't it sgainst the Constitution, its provisions?

TEE PRESIDENT: You can amend the Constitution any time you want.

o Has it been smended?

THE PRESIDENT: TYou have a swali chance of doing it on that law.

;EL On the guestion of eivil liberties, we see in the Senate an amend-
ment introduced by Senator Reynolds whom, by his associations, it

Pt

hes been established, many pa-:?:ple consider to be one who is not

par‘t-i.cularly a friend of the American Communists. This amendment

pertains to barring aliens, Communists and Nazi Bund members, from
industry engaged in interstate commerce,

Vie see a sequel to this in t1he House wheré there waes, not re-
ported by the Committee but from the floor of the House, without
discussion, accepted by the Committee, en amendment introduced to

. the Relief Act of the same kind. And I wish to speak particularly
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about this as it would apply to people who sre unemployed and who

T
Pl

desire to remain members of an orgenization, such as the organiza- ; {ﬁ
tion I em a member of., But firﬁt, let me say that both of these Ay

emendments will have a tendency to work a great hardship on panplq? ' ! ThiTe

who mey choose, at the present time, to disasgree with the haéﬁ;

whether on W,P,A. or on eny other jobs. T think there is a great

danger they may be immedietely branded as subversive or fifth col-
um elements because they disagree with the hosa; and thus rail-
roeded out of their jobs,

Now, let us deal with the Relief Act. It already has one

clause which prohibits employment to enyone who advocates the
overthrow of our Government. Secondly, there iz a clause which,

by the way, sll members of the Workers' Alliance have taken, snd

. in the Act it applies to supervisory end administretive personnel
who are to say that "We hereby pledge to defend our Constitution
and our ccuntry against all enamieé, foreign or domestic."

It is our feeling -- I should say'it is my feeling -- I spesk
as an indivicdusl here tonight -- that this kind of amendment in
the Act should not be permitted to go through but, f;thﬂr, this
clause, pledge, or if it is already in the Act, should be substi-

tuted therefor and made mendstory for project workers, and it should

B say that any worker who takes this oath to defend our country against

all enemies, foreign end domestie, including aliens, if you plesse,

i should have the right to work, becsuse the right to life and the
pursuit of happiness includes the right to work.
We feel that this elause is direetly contrary to law, which

" provides for {2,000. fine or two years in prison or both as s




THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Who hos not spoken? (Laughter)
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penalty for anyone who discriminetes or disturbs anyone because

of race, religion or politics, élso another section which prohibits

diserimination against anyone because of his support of any polit-

ieal cempaign or the support of any political party.

And lastly, we feel that these amendments are sll unconsti-
tutionsl. I had & discussion a couple of days ago with Senator
Thomas, Chairman of the Gommi%tae on Fdueation, who concurred in
that view.

In view of this and the danger of this, and the fact that
this seems to have been thrust in here because of the wer situa-
tion, we feel that that should not be permitted to, get past your
desk.

PRESIDENT: I think the Senator Reynolds' amendment is utterly
stupld snd the other smendment is wholly unnecessary, snd I am
doing my best to get them out in conference.

lir, President, =-=-

(interposing) Ilir. President, --

Mr. President, I have come here tonizght in order tc ask one very
simple and one very basic question and vet it touches rather deeply
everything that was ssid here tonight. I went to go back a little
bit, keeping in mind your warning, to the time you ceme into the
Presidency, snd it occurs to me as we are sitt{ng here tonight
thet for a long time there we looked to President Roosevelt as &
leader who, in the.cﬂaﬂ of eivil liberties, in the case of the
rights of aliens, in the case of the right tc work, in .the case

of expension of opportunities for young people for jobs, for trein-




ing and a@uoatinn, in the case of the housing program, in the case

of the health program, was a fighter, was a msn who did not offer

to us the excuse that such a thing ecould not be got by the House,
thet there were forces in the Senste who would net listen to this

or thet proposasl, but a man who carried the fight to the people

and from the people he got the support which pushed these bills

through the House and pushed them through the Senate.

Now, what has alarmed us and the resson we gather here tonight
is that something has happened, something serious has happened,
that this war haes caused the President, has caused the members of
his Cabinet to somehow forget this very important, this first line
of defense, of socisl security, the peaﬁa and happiness of our

people, and has definitely, snd I think we may say very positively

‘ placed in a secbndary position these things that we réquire, food
and housing and clothing, end hes placed in front of those things
the needs for national defense, which we sll grant -- we are all
in unity, we grant these things, but we demand -- ves, I say we
insist -- that first, the lines of defense, must come our homes,
must come our training, must come our educetion. And we are be-

coming very highly suspicious that billions of dollars sre forth-

| { coming for rearmements, guns, battleships, and yet millions of
dollars’éra not fortheoming for a Job-treining program, are not
forthcoﬁing for a program of relief, are not Tortheoming for a
ﬁﬂalth program and a'hnusing program., :
And also we are very -- shall I say, are sick? -- yes, but
at the semé time we are a little bit angry that the President and

-
. _ the members of his Cabinet have not carried this fight once again
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to the people, It is ali right to say that the Congress is op-
poged but if the Senators end Representatives are opposed to the
expansion of a public works program, et cetera, if the fight is
carried to the people, they will force them to act. But they need
your leasdershlip, they need it badly banausé the people of America
have been stampeded, stampeded by a war hyatérialand, in some way,
it appears the responsibility for that hysteria must be put here
tonight.

VWhen we in St. Louls heard one day the military experts of
the Military Affairs Committee express the thought that it was
militarily impossible for the United States to be invaded by air,”
and then went on to stete these wvarious ressons why heavy bombersl
cannot fly here or there --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Whoever told you that?

Q@ I believe you will find those statements made in the Naval Affairs
Committee. I mean stetements showing just how far the bombers
will ~=

THE. PRESIDENT: (interposing) No. I guess the old preacher down in
Shiloh Valley gave you that. |

Q@ 411 right, the preacher down in Shiloh Valley gave --

THE. PRESIDENT: (interposing) Young man, I think you sre very sincere.
Have you read Carl Sandbrg's "Lincoln"?

& No, sir._,

THE PRESIDENT: I think.the impression was that Lincoln was a pretty
sad man because he could not do all he wanted to do at one time,
gnd I think you will find examples where Lincoln had to compromise

to gain a little something, He had to compromise to make-a few




THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and so often the individual Congressman or the

gains. Lincoln was one of those unfortunate people called a "pol-
itician™ but he was a politician who was practical enough to get

a great many things for this country. was s sad man because

And nobedy cen. Maybe you would

he couldn't get it all at once.

make a much better President than I have. DMaybe you will, some

day. If you ever sit here, you will learn that you cannot, just
by shouting from the housetops, get what you want all the time.
ROOSEVELT: Isn' it true? I would like to elsborate on thet a
little because I think thgre is one thing they do not quite get,
namely, they think of ecarrying a fight to the people as carrying
it to people who will think as they do, whereas you think a bit
in the terms of what you get as the opinion of the people through
what Congress rgparts on as their backing =t home asnd, therefore,

you are bound to teke that because the people have elected Congress.

Senator is way behind the people snd the people have got the re-
eponsibility of bringing him up to date. I don't have to nnma:any
names. You know & lot of them., They are Congressmen and Senstors
who are way behind the peopls from their omm distrlcts.

Merely shouting from the housetops -- you esmnot do it that
way.
am sorry I z&veiﬁnf impression such as that. But what I did.sa&
end what I meintain is that here tonight and for the past seversal
months we have consistently allowed, contrary to the npinion of
the majority of the people of this country, allowed the problem
of nationalldafense, the need for military srmaments in terms of

steel snd guns --



THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Do you know an interesting fact? It .

costs Government money and Government expenditures to give work -:'
to -- a large proportion of it gives work. In the firet place,

every thousand dollers we spend, we have to employ more peopla.

right in the Government to rum, to supervise the expenditures.

The fact is that this fiscel yesr of 1941, instead of all these

curtailments, you are talking sbout, the Government is spending

more money than it did last yesr or the year before, not counting

the armaments program. That is a very interesting thing. I will

glve you an illustration:

We are spending quite a lot of money on the housing program,
which will continue to be spent throuzh next-year, of last year's
appropriastion and this year's appropristion., I do not know whether
I am going to get it (this year's appropriation) through or not.

I have written letter after letter. I must haﬁa geen =-- J must

have had twenty visits, where I have brought Congresswen down, -
trying to get them tc give me more money for the housing program.

When I started off I asked, es you know, for a $600,000,000. ip-
erenge in the hoﬁsing program expenditures., Up to two weeks ago

T did not expect to get one dollar. I have had conlerence after
conference; I have uritfan letter after letter and I hope now,

but I 'am not sure, that T will get $300,000,000. Well, I suppose

T spent a good part of twenty or thirty days talking to these

people, "For God's sake give me all you e¢sn. If you can't give

me $£600,000,000., give me all you cen." They started out with

$150,000,000. T said, "No." I said, "Thet i& ridiculous.” I

did the best trading I c¢ould, I said, "Give me §500,000,000."
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They came up to #éﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂa.nﬂﬂ. and I think ndﬁ-mnyha T have got

them up to $300,000,000. I don't know. I have done everything I
humanly could. TE?ra is & practical i1llustrationm.

Q Mr. President, will the Administration protect the right of labor to
organize and, if necessary, to strike in those industries which
are vital to our national defense?

THE PRESIDENT: It depends entirely on the circumstances, and I will
give you a darned good illustration: TUp at Kearny the other day --
in New Jersey -- the contract had run out and they had negotiated
another contract and the representative of the men had signed 1t.
It was subject to ratification and they did a stupid thing. They
called a ratification meeting for the evening of May thirtieth,
and there was a group in that Kearny plﬂ;lt -- we al1l know gbout

‘ ! it; I mean it is not subject to question at all -- and thslt group

' went out in a perfectly deliberate effort to have a strike called.

May thirtieth was & holiday and a good m;ny of these ];Buple had

had & great deal of beer to drink. We g8ll know -- the C.I.O0. told

me. They were horribly upset that the day laborers had not got
the same increase that the skilled or semi-skilled trades had got,

and they went in lit to this meeting -- the most of them were just

right on the erest of the wave -- and they howled ratification

dovn.
Well, the thing was all straightened out a couple of days
' later and ﬁaw it 1is &ll right. But, suppose it had not been?
What did I have? I had & group of crulsers, destroyers and other
Navy ships in there. Those ships have got to be built, strike or
' no strike. DNow, that is the power of Government that has to be

used.
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Q@ Is the power of Government going to be used to compel employers to

bargain in good faith with unions?

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely. Now, this union had gone through the com-

plete bargaining. The C.I.0. was completely satiefied. The em-

ployers were satisfied. But there were a lot of people that said,
"We won't work; we won't back our leaders." Under those circumstances,
AR 4 thay}had not gone back after their collective bargaining had
come to a successful conclusion, well --
Q@ (interposing) Will employers, such as Bethlehem Steel, be required
to bargein with their employees?
THE PRESIDENT: You bring any csse that violates the law about collec-
| tive bargaining right to me.
¢ T think that queation is going to be eslled toc your ettention by
. the C.T,0. because they osre faced with that proposition. I know .
something about the Kearny plant snd that dispute, and we had =
similer case in an i;ﬁustry I represent irn the Westinghouse ﬁiant
in Esst Pittsburgh. There was a genergl agreement in the industry
not to pey common labor shove a certain amount and we found that
the company was willing to give {300,000, incresses to skilled
labor rather than $60,000. to common labor beecause the §60,000,

would apply tc common lsbor and they had sgreements with other

corporations and tpat same agreement affected the Kearny plant.

| ; That is one reason why we had the difficulty in that area. I
think we will ha?a-the game difficulty in other types of armament
industry. The radio machine industry, composing a large part of
the machine industrgﬁaiﬁ faced with that problem. We took steps

. several months ago to protect that situstion and we had great




ai£eiculty, soms salling us diotators and oviers called us irre-
sponsible., Of course that is part of' our problem.

The gquestion I ﬁnuld like to put is one I face as ohairmaﬁ
of the C.I.0. Committee. We asked the Government to call a con-
ference of the economic forces -- employers, labor, sgricultural
groups and others, and have the conferences called by the Govern-
ment end have subcommittees established, subeémmittees established
whigh would deal with the mejor questions, which would represent
these factors, snd they would take up the principal guestion of
attaining full employment. The €.I.0. believes in proper defense
but I believe it is their opinion thet proper defense, the best
defense today, is full employment vwhere everyone wculd have a
stake in our democratic institution.

I cannot see why the Administration has not called such a
conference to work ocut the reasons why we do not have full employ-
ment in this country.

THE PRESIDENT: Because there are twe simple things: In the first place,
thet conference has been going on every day for seven years -- that
same thing. In the second place, if you had them in here, you
would have a beautiful lot of words and, so far as I can tel; you,

H}uu would heve no permanent sclution. You can mske a little gain
here and there but you eannot get, from a conference of that kind,
a permenent plan that you can get anybody to agree to. It just
won't work, Practical people will tell you that it is beautiful
window dressing but it 1§ mostly window dressing. Ve are engaged
in thet every day that goes by.

@ I am afraid that we are not Ppgagaﬂ in it in the sense -- at least




the proposal -- as it was intended and that was that thﬁ leaders
of industry, labor, finance, snd the laa@ars of what groups we
have organized under the agricultural workers, that they should
be called into conference and the problem placed before them and
then broken down into subcommittees. One committee would have
before it the qﬁgatian of foreign trade, another compensation,
anotler labor legislstion, and we would see whether or not some --
of the fears that we have and employers have about certain lagis-'
lation -- this is real, the fears are raai. I have participated
in a lot of conferences with employers and I find we sre in almost
complete agreement on a great number of questions. You have a
great number of leaders in the electrical industry and we ha?é B
lot of discussions and I doubt if we can find a point of differ-
ence on many guestions. I think if that matter wasz plgcad before
the country in that way, with the leaders partieipating, I think

we can have greater national unity than nthﬂrwiae. I do not think

" it cen be done by sacrificing the confidence of the masses of the

pecple by Baving the confidence of a few.

@ Coming back to the question you cited before about apples and pears,

that you could not add them together, it seems to me it is a ques-
tion not so mueh of apples and pears but of asking a person whether
he prefers to starve or freeze to death. I think it is essential
we neither starve nor freeze. If it is a question of concentrating
on national defense, if national defense is the one and only thing
to absorb our attention, we are, perhaps, not going to starve but

freeze to death becsuse national defense is being used --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) You are dead right.
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Q -~ not only for tha:reautinnarr influence in Congress, but in private

philenthrophy and social service and all over there is a dominant

retrenchment going on which is curtailing services and curtailing

labor and employment. You cannot go to young people and say to
them, "Well, we hava.tu concentrate on netional defense and there-
fore we cannot do anything about these other things., Perhaps in
five years or ten years you will get a job, or perhaps you will
have an opportunity to go to school or develop yourself."™ DBefore
those five or ten years go by, those people will freeze to deasth.
What are we going to do to answer them? We do not want to
say, "No guns, give us schools!" We say, "Give us guns end air-
plene production but we lhave to have the others too."
} ' THE PRESIDENT: You want the apples and pears both? »
‘ Q& Thet is right.
THE PRESIDENT: That is right; I agree with you.
MRS. ROOSFVELT: What they ask is, "What can they do?"
TIE PRESIDENT: The only thing to do is to keep on demanding the apples
and the pears.
€ Young people whose voices are not very effective in a lot of places-—
we are told that the pears are important and that we cannot have

L]

the apples.

THE PRESIDENT: They are both equally important and you can say I said
so, Here is one trouble in this particular period we are going
through. You have got to realize it existed long before there was
any question about defense or war. It is a curious thing that a
great maﬁy social organizations, and I think it is true of charitable

' ‘ organizations, that they found a certain lack of response in raising
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money to carry on their work because a lot of people, who have

money or scme money to give, sort of got the idea that this radiecal

Government down in Washington was going to do it all and that they

would not have to do it. Have you run up egainst that? I think
that reelly is the fact. Now, that has nothing to do with defense.
It was the idea that the Government had taken over a lot of funec-
tions tha£ had been previously handled through private ohag?ty and
people used it as a defense, if not an excuse, not to support the
charitable institutions of their own community. And it has been
harder, since the Govermment stepped in to do these things in the
last seven years, it has been harder for the private organizations
to carry on.
Q I want to ask you a question: There was a law passed in 1916 that
. stated that in the event a state of war existed or a state of im-
1 N minence of war, a National LCefense Council would be set up. I
would like to know what is the imminence of war that exists today
} that necessitated the setiing up of the National Defense Council
of the United States today?

THE PRESIDENT: Because you cannot tell what some people are going to

do next. That is it and that is ali.

Q The question of apples and pears brings something to my mind and
it ie this: Somebody fomﬁulatad the same thing in a different
way by saying that Congress had the choice Pf ﬂ&cidiﬁg whether
or not they should feed and clothe the American people or defend
them, and they decided to defend them.

TEE PRESIDENT: I do not think that is a fair statement at all because

. you are implying they abandoned everything that has been done.




Q Not that Congress has abandoned but there are indications which

point to the fact that things are being abandoned, the social se-

curity, the appropriations to W.F.A. --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) The W.P.A, is going to be as much as it
was last year and, I hope, more. It is not going to be lessened
from the present fiscal year. The sociel security program has
not been weakened -- it is going ahead.

Q Thﬁ_& hqalth Act has been abandoned.

THE PR}!‘;.:‘IDM: But the prﬂaant. program has not been weakened at all.
Now, we have got to expand social security. There are only 38
million people who come under the old-age at the present time
and they ere nearly all old ﬁarkerﬂ. Now, we have 90 million
more people who do not come under the old-age pension. We have

‘ got to find means to reach them. We have not slid back from the
gains we have made.

@ We are certainly not geiﬁé forward as fast as we should.

THE PRESIDENT: I agree with it. But that is a different thing. I am
perfectly willing to say that we are going forward this year or
last year, even if it is not as fast as we ought.

Q The N.L.R.B. (National Lebor Relations Board) has slipped back in

the sense that the appropriation has so curtailed their staff .

that they have been --

THE PRESIDENT: [mtﬂmusﬁg] We will have to get a deficiency appro-
priation on it. There is more than one way of skinning a cat.

Q After the experiences of the last war, in the last development of
the armements program in this country, many people were gladdened

‘ by your statement that there would be no millionaires in the
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present srmament program. We wonder if you could give us any in- :;;'.Lj
timation of what has been dome to implement that statement? W

THE PRESIDENT: I have recommended to the Committees that if they can

put on this present tax bill en excess profits tax, it ought to
be done now. I hope too, if it can be done at this session, that

the provisions of the income tax laws will be further tightened

so as to prevent a new crop of millionaires.

Q@ Could millionaires come into being within the existing tex law?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q@ Could millionaires be made within the existing tax lew?

THE PRESIDENT: Not if they put an excess profits tax on. Pretty hard --

pretty hard.

Q. Am I correet in steting that the T?easury has recommended a tax pro-

. gram that will increase most of the indirect texes a flet 10 per

cent?

THE PRESIDENT: No, not at all.

Q Where did that statement come from? I mean because --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I do not know.

Q@ I mean because the general opinion is that the general program is

an increase in liquor taxes and cigarette taxes and 10 per cent

of income texes.
THE PRESIDENT: No, that happens to be the Senate Finance Committee
that is recommending that.
@ Is the Aﬁminiatratiﬁn going to recommend a tax program?
THE PRESIDENT: You know the way that thing works out. We tried two
or three years ago to get e four-wey tax bill and we got absolutely

nowhere. The Committees come back to the Treasury and say, "We
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are interested in jacking up the cigarette tex or the liquor tax.

Whet will it bring in?" Of course we have to give the figures. :
We have recommended none of those thmés.
Q@ In 1933 there was an emergency in the benking system and the Admin-
istration used that to institute all kinde of national reforms in
the banking system. It would appear there is thatl opportunity
now, as far as the fiscsl system is concerned. Ay %
THE PRESIDENT: I thought so until ten daye ago but I do mot think so now. : .
@ You do not think that will pass?
THE PRESIPENT: No. I think you sre going to have a tax bill that will
not t;e a particularly good bill., But it is the best I can get.

I have got to run along; the Secretary of State is waiting

to telephone me. I don't know about what.

‘ Q@ Recently the so-called imeginary line of the Budget debt limit df
45 billion dollars was passed, overcome, and I think the record
of public spending indicates that as soon as public spending is
decreased there is, naturaslly, a lowering of the standard of living
here. I wonder if you foresee a time when there will be a pos-
81bility of stopping public spending, or do you think it is not

necessary to stop it, or if it is forced to stop, what alternative

| ' _ : there is?

| I | THE PRESIDENT: You will find the answer if you will read several Mes-

. sages of mine. It is figured out. Mind you, anybody's figure is
Just as good as anybody else's as long as itxé-b ai.neeraly and
honestly done. The people connected with the Administratinnl_,‘lh::aw
held for three or four years that if the national income as a whole

’ . A can be brought up to between 80 and 90 billion dollars, from between




60 end 70 billion dollars, where it is now, in other words, raised
that amount, that it will give substantiaslly a great.deal more em-
ployment at that national income and that, by the same token, the
Government expenditures entering into this total picfﬁra of 80 or
90 billions will be balanced because of an B0 or 90-billion aéilar
national income per year. The taxes that come into the Treasury
of course will be very greatly increased. So, therefore, we get

a balanced Budget. Now, that is the thgory and it is about all
one can say. It is about thg simplest theory I knmow of, but it
has not been accepted by & large number of people in the Congress
end, until it is accepted, we are going to continue to sﬁend and
will have to spend more money out of the national Treasury.

@ The guestion that worries me is the following: In Washington we
have been working very closely with young people, the lé-year old
group, making a survey and endeavoring to spot youngsters. We
find that when you reach the age of 16 in Washington you are auto-
matically thrown off the relief fﬂll& because you are considered
physically able to take care of yourself and, if you are 16, you

are not eligible for relief. There is the C.0.C. and the N.Y.4.

but there are many more applicants for them than tharg are posi-
tions and, consequently, we have a lot of éoung people for whom
there is absolutely nothing. And the question thﬁt it seems to
me should be raised is that if the Government of the United States
can find ways and means to raise money for defense, to spend money
for armaments, but can't find ways and means to give opportunities

to young people, what is there for me in the democratic way of

life? I think that is one of the most dangerous things that face
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us today. I think it would be tremendously easy to build a youth

movement with these people on the basis of no opportunities for
these people and, very frankly, I could not answer a young person
who asked me that question because I do not think there is any
answer because, in Washington, we have a very serious situation
in that, politically, we have no rights. There ien't a thing we
can do.

THE PRESIDENT: I em glad you brought up that example. That is a thing
that ought to be stopped -- these age groups of 16 to 18. Some-
thing ought to be done about it. It is the first time I have heard
of it. Harry (Mr. Hopkins) will make a note }::f it and that is 81l
I can tell you at this time. We will find out about it.

Harry, do you want to come over here? Because I have got to
' telephone to the Secretary of State. I am awfully sorry. Harry
will answer any more questions you have in mind.
It has been a really grand evening and I am gled to meet all
. of you. I have hed a grand time and I hope I have done something
to clarify questions in your mind and to point out why we have
to keep our feet on the ground and do the best we can if we believe
in our system of Government, and I believe everybody in this room
does.

Good night. ' (Applause)
* k Kk k %k ok k K K %
Q Are you ready to answer questions?

MR. HOPKINS: Firet, we are going to have some beer. (Laughter)

. I think any questions you ask me would be a terrible snti-

iy




climax to what you have been going through the last couple of
hours.

Q I would like to ask a question about the N.Y,A, and the kind of
project it is going to expand into?

MR. BDPKINS: Defense projects for this defense work -- military de-
fense, naval defense -~ so that if a boy is going to be called
into the Army or Navy he could be moved into the Army and Navy
quicker and into industry quicker in the event of war. That is
what it is going to be.

Q@ In this suxiliary defense progrem, how many people of the estimated
4 to 5 million young people now out of work will this take up?

MR. HOPKINS: I think ﬁ?ehahly anoth&r\ﬁillinn. Are you going to ask
me now if I think thet is adequate? I can give you fhe answer --
the answer is, "No."

& Is there going to be a continued fight, then, for an expansion of
N.Y.A., such as through the American Youth --

MR. HOPKINS: I do not think you can put it by the N.Y.A, specifically.
I do not think that is -~ the answer might be "lo" if you talked
about N.Y.A. partieularly. If you talk about the question of op-
portunities for young people, for the unemployed, I think the
answer might be something else. I think the agency is unimportant.,
The problem is important. | .

Q@ I Just want to say that our problem has been, for a decade, of deal-
ing with young people and of trying to give them some help about
this problem of unemployment and any information you can give us --

MR. HOPKINS: (interposing) You know what is being dome just as well

ag I do.




Q You suggested there were some other things being done?

MR. HOPKINS: There are some things planned to be done and there are

things that are going to be before Congress in the immediate fu-

ture. But you know what is being done probably a good deal better
than I do.

would like to pursue the question I raised before: There has been
a great deal of argument about not being able to find people for
skilled trades in terms of our President's program and I fhink it
one takes a trip, as many of us take, between here and New York
City, on the railroad, one finds a thousand or more plants where
those in skilled trades, 3 million or more, earn their living. I
think the C.I.0, and the A.F, of L. ought to be cognizant of this

too, that there are a greast many people who would like to be skilled

individuals. There are a great meny individuals who are not Grover
Bergdolls end not unwilling to do their bit, as the President spoke
of, and yet there is an attempt, for example, on the part of the
Navy Department to keep out those individuals despite thelr need.

It is not a question of giving those individusls a chance -- it
appears that the Negroes have to fight to get into the Navy in order
to die for their country and so fgrth.

Now, my question is this: What can the Administration do to
assure the opportunity of fulfilling the obligations that the in-
dividual has to his country and to his people? And second, Can
the Administration or will the Administration desire to do it, to
say that the Negro is acceptable in all these activities? The

best example is here in the City of Washington where $2,000,000,000.

ie appropriated for an armory which the Negro will not be permitted




to use, or it is not to be opened to Negroes, according to General

Cox.

We ought to get beyond the stage of platitudinous terms and
say something concrete and definite about the Negro.

; MR. HOPKINS: You are meking a speech and now you want me to meke one.
Well, I have had this discussion meny times in the last ten years,
men and women of your race who have made exactly the same state-
ment with just a little shading in the words. And I think you
have made this statement many, many times because it sounds like

1t.

; I do not want to, by any implication, seem unsympathetic with
what you have said. In the first place, nobody knows better than
you what this Administration has done for Negroes in the last seven

‘ years -- nobody. I am not going to recite those things because

I know you know them just as well as I do.
Now, what you get down to is this: that you have not got
everything you want and ought to have and deserve and which, in

a demoeracy, you think you are entitled to. I know that. You

r

are not telling me anything new. I know there are Jim Crow cars

in America; I know you have difficulty in becoming Army officers

or privates; I know you have problems in housing; I can repeat,
just as well as you can, the whole list from beginning to end.

And simply because this Administration has not been able to ex-
pedite all the things for Negroes that ought to be done in America

and will be done some day, does not mean for a moment that this

Administration does not understand them, is not sympathetie with

ll' them.,
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And you know perfectly well, too, why some of these things

cannot be done. One does not need to be naive about these things.

You know perfectly well some of the problems here. If you and I o)
were talking together, alone, you would bring them out just as |
well as I do because you know them just as well as I do. I know
there are certain great injustices with respect to Negroes. Any-
one who knows anything about the problem knows it.

Some of us happen to he.in administrative offices for a time --
in power -- and then you fellows say, "If we believe in these
things, why don't we get them?" Well, in a democracy it does not
work that way. 7You do not get everything like that. And if you
could just project that negro problem - - - - and, of course, the
real one is unemployment. Everything we talk about, I don't care
what it is, gets back to that. I feel very strongly that the
whole difficulty with this democracy is that everybody should be
working instead of talking sbout a million youths and 500,000
Negroes. Of course the whole population should be put to work,
Hitler puts them to work; the whole kit and caboodle of them are
working for him and everyone in Germany is at work and I could
say that it provides great unity and great strength and there is
nothing I would like to do better. You ask us why we don't do 1it.
Did you ever bump up against this Democratic ﬁﬁngraas in a resl-
istic way in Congress? We never have had enough money for relief,
yet this Administration has spent more money for relief and will
spend more money this year than all the administrations before in
the history of the United States -- just in one year. I know thers

has never been enough money for relief, there has never been enough
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b money for the Youth Administration, there has never been enough o
money for anyone, housing or anything else, but I know this Nation "_‘:,..,.' i

never had any relief, I know the Government of the United States S

- never put a soul on the payroll in the whole 150 years of its

history prior to this period. I kmow no young person was ever

put to work before thia'idministration came in here, and we have

got 6 or 7 hundred thousand of them today that are getting bene-

fits every month.

Now, I am quite frank to say that I get irritated about this

sometimes because I get the assumption from you people that you

. are the only people that think asnything about trade unions and
¢.I.0., and industrial unions. Who put the Wages and Hours Act on

the statute books? Who did that? Who really went to town and

. bat for labor? It is this Administration went to bat for labor
and I think this Administration is going to continue going to bat
for labur.l -

Now, you know the headaches we have had. You know this po-
litical system. You might be a Democrat but that does not mean
anythiné. It is how you feel and what you believe in.

Now, you can jump on this Aﬁministratinn and you can point

to people who do not believe in organization of labor and you can

point to people who dt‘.ll not believe in the Youth Administration.
} But my contention is that a good fight has been made.
Now, I agree with everything you say when you talk about this
double-ended defense. It is perfectly absurd to have a powerful
military defense and not have a strong civil defense. P&}opla

' ought to be working. People ought to live in decent ‘houses.
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Now, this Administration -- certainly the President -- cer-

tainly most of the people under him, espedially those people under

him who have these particular jobs in hand, are trying to handle

this. If you fellows knew the number of headaches and heartaches

that go on in this town, you would know about the difficulties of
getting what you want to get. You know that this business is not
very simple. It is awfully easy to sit and talk but it is not so
easy if you have the responsibility yourself for these jobs.

Now, tharé may be some in this room who could have got more
money for relief in the last seven years than I did. I have no
doubt you could have, But remember one thing: We made every ef-
fort to get every nickel we thought we could and we did not take
"No" easily. I never felt we got enough and I know perfectly well
we have not got enough today.

(Several people in the sudience endeavored to interject ques-
tions.)

Now, wait a minute. I promised to make this speech and this
is the last speech you are going to get.

This Administration knows and believes that the defense of
this country centers primarily in the well-being of its peopls.
Now, if we do not get everything, you can bet your bottom dollar
that we are just as unhappy about it as you are, just exactly as
unhappy as esnybody in this room, and just as understanding as you
are of what goes on in the homes of the American people who have
not got anything. Just as much as anybody in this room.

Now, in a month's time the whole temper of the American people,

it seems to me, has chenged. The American people now, I think,
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have made up their minds that we are going to take care of our-

\ selves in a tough military way. And I think it is important that

. every one of yq# -- it don't make me mad and I take everything

you say at face value, that you believe in this defense program
but you want to make darned sure that this third of the population
does not get kicked around. I think we should teke the two to-
gether. I think thg other program should move fast just because
' .. we are in danger. The men out of work -- aomehﬁdy asked about
the fifth column -- the fellow out of work, broke, busted, who
hasn't got anything, potentially, it seems to me, potentially he
could be a fifth columnist.
Now, I am going to shut up right now.
@ I want to be excused, I have a reservation on the plane,
‘ ¥R. HOPEINS: That is quite all right.

@ Whet is the Administration doing to get these measures forward? It
was the ﬁeeple of the United States that put tremendous pressure
on the Administration. It was the Administration that gave the
leadership. It was the people of the United States that did this
because the Administration was acting in defense of their needs.

Now, today, thet partnership no longer exists. We are standing

;till. as the President himself says: We believe that we do not
defend déemoeracy unless we keep moving forward.
I would like to ask you this brief question: Which way is
= America going if plans are already set up so thet two million
troops can be sent fruﬁ the port of New York?
MR, HOPKINS: I do not understand your question.

. G The Port Aﬁthnritf of New York --

e

‘ ¥




MR, HOPKINS: (interposing) You have got some information that I have

| not got.
Q It was in the newspapers sbout & month ago.

MR, HOPKINS: You have got some information that I haven't got.

MRS, ROOSEVELT: It was also in the newspapers that there was a full

.+ draft system and draft blanks printed and yet I cannot find that
there is any such blenk anywhere in the Govarnmané, nor any such
plan. I have been unable to find anything of that kind anywhere.

Q@ May I esk a simple question? Dorothy Thompson advocated that we
declare war today. What is your opinion?

MR, HOPKINS: I would not declare war,

Q Under what conditions would you declare war?

MR. HOPKINS: Oh, well, now --

. MRS, R{)DSEF'ELT-: You cannot declare war very well. You havéto wait
until Congress declares it.

€@ This is merely a point of information. It seems in the last war
the Defense Council was headed by a group of prominent men and,
as you &ll know, they were very busy. It is probably the lesser

5
men who carried out thelwork. The gentlemen on the Commission
su?erviﬁaﬂ it or, it would seem from the experience then, they
did not supervise it at all. What are you doing now to prevent
the mistoekes that were made then?

MR. HOPKINS: Well, they certainly have combed over all the mistekes
they made last time in the hope they won't be made again. I have
no doubt some mistakes will be made but I think every effort’is
going to be made to avoid that.

. Q@ I was very much interested in your speech because I felt there was

i it 649-A -- 78
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in 1t & certain implied criticism -- perhaps not implied -- of
the groups who push out beyond the point where the Administration
is. Now, parf of my. work with the T.ﬁic.ﬁ. is on the economic
section of our problem and I find a very strong feeling in some
Querters that the President and the whole Administration is up
aéainét a véiy'ﬁritinal and tough situation; therefore, any effort
to say what we have said this avaning in terms of the emphasis
upon the work that must be &oné is blocking and is adding to the
problem which the ﬂﬂministratioq iz facing.

MR. HOPKINS: I can only say that I do not think that st ell. T think
some of the most useful things that have been done around this
town in the last two weeks have been by people, pfinuipally in-
dividuals, who push awfully hard on some proposal to move the
thing substantially ahesd. I think, if I may be completely frank
with you, I think if I showed any feeling of being disturbed about
it, it is because of the impression I got that you implied that
we do not see the needs of this Nation as well as you do.

Q My question is, What is ¥ha best way to push, in the given politiu&l
realities, to push for the kind of things you want?

MR. HOPKINS: If you knew the answer to that you would know the answer
to democracy almost, if you knew how to get home with all the
things you want done. I do not Know the answer. I can advise
you on some things but I would rather not do it right now.

Q Certainly one way would be to push a little further than the pro-
gressive people in the party in urﬂar.tu counteract the effect of
the group that are wanting to draw back.

MR, HOPKINS: I certainly see no difficulty about thet. Quite the con-
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Q@ I have two questions on health.

MR. HOPKINS: Yes, I have been sick, (Laughter)

Q There is a lot of feeling ciroulating in medical groups that the

great strides that were begun with the Eﬂucationa.:i. Committee on
Health have been halted, A great deal was done to start to life
one of the great social needs of our country, an adequate health
program. I think it ranks before the others. Since the war hys-
j:&ria has begun end in the very recent past, the Wagner Health
Act has been forgotten, the civilien program has been aurtailed,l
money for it has been withdrawn. In fact, one of the people in
the Commonwealth Fund, which has a great deal to do with the pro-
gram, has stated that funds are being withdrawn so rapidly that
. all of the advances gained are sliding back.

MR. HOPKINS: I will‘give you my frank opinion about that one, I do
not think it had any public opinion behind it. T don't think it
had a real wallop or punch on the Hill. Never anything like that
heard about unemployment inau.;:-anae or old-age pensions. I think
Some men, some of them a group of House members and others who
were genuinely interested, got a resolution passed by a lot of
organizations. That helped and we got newspaper publieity, but
I do not think that thing had the kind of wallop that could put
it thru;.-rugh Congress, and ‘I;h‘gra is no bill that I would rather --
that is not true, there are other bills -- but I would like to see
that go thr-:m,gﬁ'. T have talked to some people; they sit around
and pass resolutions about the Health Bill and it seems to me to

‘ be a perfect waste of time. There are ebout fifteen people in

-
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Congress, and that is all, who have been approached to pass that

Health Bill. It is my private opinion that that thing never had
a real public wallop behifid it. PRS- :

MRS. ROOSEVELT: Hhrry.{nr. Hopkins), I would like to say one thing
which I sense from this meeting tonight is not really in the minds
of most of the people here, and that is that anything that you
want to get done in a dqmncrany has got to be wanted by the major-
ity of the people and, if you believe in democracy, you have got
to work for that majority and you have got to be willing to wait
for it. You see? Now, I sense that you feel very much the way
I have often felt in my life. "My gosh, I am tired of waitingl®

m
And yet, if you believe in democracy, you have to wait and you
have to work for that majority, and it goes just as much for the .
Health Bill. I think it is one of the most importent things we
have but you won't get it until you get from your people back home,
back of that Congressman, a demand for the Health Bill.

Now, until you can get that, until you can do that -- I have
done organization work practically all my life and I know that
until you organize a thing down to the precinets and get a real
demand from there up, there i5 not that majority demand for the
thing end you cannot get it. |

& It just seems to me that some of the people -- perhaps you are right
about not having a wallop. On the other hand, I do not Eelieve
that American people themselves do not believe about health. That
is one of the inadequacies, That it is not organized in small
groups, is true. But it is because people, mostly closely 88580~

clated with the medical societies, have been people that have

i
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strangled the growth.

It is one of the principles and policies of the Administra-
tion to promote the, health of the people and in a situation of
this sort I think they can well find a widespread appeal amongst
the people because I think we ell feel stranglf about this. But
they are blocked in many ways from e:preaaiug:it and any leader-
ship would effect a tramandan;“fclluwing because there are very

few people, because the majority of paoplé in the country do not

_get medical care and there would be very few people against it.

The other point I wanted to bring up was the request that
many people heve been making, nemely, that war hysteria is sweep-
ing our country and there is a fear that many things we know and
YTove in demoecraecy will go with it, that under ihe influence of
war “hysteria many of the things that happened in the last war
will recur, There iﬂn'ﬁ énybud? who would not lay down their
lives for their country. But everyone is worried that the machin-
ery and everything else may be twisted by the people who got us
into the last war. It is reassurance that the American people

need, the reassurance that we will never leave cur shores.

Q There have been several statements made tonight to which I should

like to meke a contradictory statement. The statement was made
by several people that the partnership between the Administration
and the people is gone, particularly on the defense program. I
want to say I think that partnership is not gone, and I want to
aéy fhat I think that large masses of young people are with the
Administretion on the defense program and will continue to _fight

for the other defense program.

5 R it ﬂ,?"ﬁii;;;ié;{ﬂf!iﬂli;




MR, HOPKINS: I want to say this: I know if any one of us were talking

1ndiiiduullr with you people -- because I know many of you -- you

know perfectly well and I know you would say, "You have done a

lot of good. things but you have not done enough."™ Tonight you have

not had time to tell us sbout the good things we have done and

therefore you tell us only about the things we have not done, I

do not want to appear irritated because I know that you know that

as well as I do.

@ Mr, Secretary --

MR, HOPKINS: (interposing) This business of being called "Mr. Secre-

- tary" --

Q@ (interposing) 1Is that the right term?

MR, HOPKINS: That is the right term. You are supposed to call me

"Mr. Secretary." (Laughter)

@ I have been attending a meeting in the last few days, a meeting by

Catholies, Protestants and Jews on unemployment and there has been

s sifting out of various viewpoints, guite a wide veriety. Certain

things have become apparent, First of sll-was the unanimous agree-

ment that defense is not the only element, that after the war we

would have more serious repercussions than we have had at the be-

ginning. It is ruled out. Consequently, national defense, as it

hes been remarked here tonight, is not the ansawer.

Then there is the question of where the money is coming from.
v -

Ae 1t 18, it is certainly a stopgap. That does not solve the

problem of unemployment fundamentally either.

The only way that seems open is to increase consumers' con-

sumption -- let the consumers begin consuming -- and that can only




be done by increasing production, and the two work together hand

in hand, and they can only be brought together either by lowering

the coet of production or raising the consumer dollar. We have

.. been talking about raising consumers' wages but not about raising &
the production. And one of the solutions brought out at this
particuler meeting that got more support than any other -- and I
want to ask you if the Federal Government is doing any planning
along that line at all -- is the term of "incentive taxation."”
Has any thought.bean glven to incentive taxation?

MR. HOPKINS: Yes, there has. -
Q Any hope yet?
MR. HDPI{II"IS:I 0f course my personal belief is that you should not in-
crease texes when you have 10 million unemployed, that you do not
. - takes money awsy from the consumer at the time you want the con-
sumer to be spending.
In the Tirst plece, the national income is going up this
year, under any circumstances, and the taxgs will go up eclose to
a billion dollars, even if you do not do anything with taxes. I
think the patiunal'incume is going to continue to go up. At some
point of the game we are going to t;; it and you will know that
it is taxed. A Cabinet Officer of the United States gets $15,000.
a year and last year I paid $1400. and six in indireect taxes.
That is §2,000. Suppose I paid $4,000.? Thet would be nothing.
In other words, we are taking in 6 or 7 billion dollars and if
the thing gets above that a;md you have got to have money to do

b

this job, you cen raise 15 billion dollars if you want to. Per- .

. sonally, I think i{ would be bad economics to raise the tax rate
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and thet is why I am glad Congress is not shooting at it in a big fL £l
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way. All the Budget balancers are out of town. There aren't eny
more.

Q@ Also exemption tax for married couples?

MR. HOPKINS: I personally don't think much of that either. I do not
think t%iﬂ tax thing is very important.

Q I think & lot of people in this room tonight have underestimated
the ability of the President of the United States. I myself have
the grea;est respect for his ability becsuse no man in the country
can swing pghlic opinion as he hes and as he will in the future.
For that reason, insisting also on your frankness, I want to ask
your opinion about this problem which bothers me:

Ve have this problem of the pol} tax and we want the people
. | , in I::ut-cheaa County to know what is going on in the South. They
do not understand there are millions of people 4in the South who
do not vote. Well, it is my opinion that the President could con-
vinece the people in Dutchess County and make them come out against
the poll tex, T think thst same thing is true of the apples and
pears problem, I think that there is ar equation snd that they
are both fruit. We do not beliéve there has been enough done in

the way of soelsl legislation although I think the Administration

has done a grest deal. The question is not alone of holding and
of not sliding back, but of how we are going to make progress in
"the future.
The President indicated that he felt thi; country wag & one-
horse show, that you could take conly one problem et a time and

]

. could not work on both, I do not see it that way because we have




L lﬁ".- s tan = ; SRR Gl . e
B sl P LA P 1] s | PR e A SV i o
2 = T T Iretd S b R A e~ A A RS P e

- S 4 o Tyl by i
' “ﬁriﬁ4 N il ™ ' k

L

- ’ never had in this country as easy a wey of getting social legis- > -|_.' _

T W g

lation. There is elways money for national defense snd I think

']

the way we cen create a demend for that (social legislation) is S |

the way we created a certain demand for the present defense pro-

gram, The President certainly laid that thing down; he explained

the need, explained his proposals in conerete terms and lined up

a tremendous amount of public opinion, The &5 per cent of the
newspapers which opposed his election in 1936 joined with the re-
maining 15 ﬁer cent in complete support of that program and I think
that was a magnificent piece of work that the President 4id in
lining up the Nation's public opinion.
I think it would be a2 tremendous help not only to bne-third

of the Nation but -- what I think is ineviteble -- the majority

& ' ' of the populetion that wants the advance of socisl legislation,

if they got the same kind of leadership, not only on the defense

question but on soecisl legislation. I think the President eould

be of tremendous help, of great help, in lining up the country.

Of course it has been said that Congress won't stand for it, but

I would like to ask your opinion on this:

MR. HOPKINS: (interjeeting) I will give it to you.

Q I sald thet we could always, in this country, find the monsy for

| ‘ anything thet looks like a battleship or a gun and only with dif-
ficulty find texes for thinge that look like houses.

MR, HOPKINE: I have got en opinion shout Lhe genersl point vou make
and it seems to me that %hat goes on In your mind ie this: Here

are the problems sbout which you feel deeply. Let us say it is

’ the poll tex or the Housing Bill or the Health Bill or the Vinson
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Bill, which you think is pretty bad end on which I agree. - ;‘:F;

i X Now, what you sey is that if you were sitting in the Presi- |
4 =11 25
iy dent's chair snd with this situetion now, the wey it is right e
g
today in the world and the stuff on the pages of the newspapers, RSN

with the things which are going on and being discussed in every ; EROE
home in Amerieca and every time a few people get tﬂgethe;_—— if you
were the President you would teke up these various things. Each

-

of you feels strongly -- you may sey about the problem of upempluy—

ment and one of you feels very strongly about the poll tax and

another may feel very strongly-.sbout labar lagislatinﬁ and you, -

each of you have your emphasis which you put on the soecial program

and, in effeet, what you sey is that if you were here, if you were
the President, you, today, would go out and prnjeeﬁ a great public
." cempaign to get public support behind one or the other of the
; things you are telking ahout, or sll of then.

Now, I think the real problem there is this: After all this
man is Presicent. De wcul& sgree with most of the things you
peaple agree on. Mot all of them. I am sure he would not have
a meeting of minds with you sbout all things.

But, really, what, in the last =nalysis, you sre doing with

 him is saying to him, "Now, T thin# you are mesking a grest mis-

: . ; take. You do not sense what public opinion is. YGL could move
this thing this way, if you wented to." And, furthemm?re, it seems
to me you go a little further and say he is making a serious mis-
take on broad defense fronts, including both the apples &nd the
pears.

' | ‘Now, sfter ell, that gets down to a matter of opinjon. It
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is not a factusl thing, it is an opinion thing. That is your

T I opinion. Now, his opinion mey be different as to where publie
opinfon could be teken. After sll, enybody who has watched him

in the last seven years knows he is a pretty good judge of public

opinion agd where it is. Now, I think you got intﬁ & long and

Y

- pretty needless discussion of your point,

MRS. ROOSEVELT: Barry (Mr. Hopkins), you could illustrate, give them

the fact that é'§ear end a half, two years ﬁgu, he ssaid every

single thing on defense that he said aloud today to individusl

members of Congress and gave the very same reasons.

It is not what he wants -- and the resson that he cen get

them today is that eircumstances hit the people of the United

States in the head, He saw a1l these thinge and I think you
. could pick out members of Congress -- am_I telling the truth?
MR. HOPKINS: Right. |
MRS, ROOSEVILT: -- to whom he said, "We should do thus ﬁnd“;u now."
And they said, "Oh, noj ol, no, y;u ere dreaming, lr. President.
No, those things sre not ever going-to happen. No, Mr, President.
[ . Such a thing is ridiculous to-econtemplate,”

Today, they are all running.t: him because the circumstéances,

the life of the worldé, have hit them in tﬁe face, And they are

l all saying, "Oh, Mr. PreSideant, yes, we E}E rea%y to do it." But
they were not reaﬂ& two years ago, when he could not get 1t dene.
You see the diffar?hce?

It is the same tiing sbout {he other thing, The day that the

other thing hits the people of the United States hard enough, they

will want it. That is the reasson, in 1933, you got s lot of other
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things done. Thet is the reason that, before that, you could not

get 1t done. There were too many people who were comfortable and

too few who were pushed. Tn 1933, too meny people got uncomfor-

table and you could get a lot of things done.

T have heard it said egain ‘and again that we only progress

by coming up sgainst o bad time when somebody says -- like what
has happened -- "We must do something sbout it right streight off.™
And I am afreid thet, looking at people cerefully, that is exactly
whet happang. We don't reslize a thiég until it gets so bad it
hits us right in the face. Thet is the resson why we move so
slowly. |

MR, HOPKINS: Ton't you people ever want to g0 home? lrs. Roosevelt,
do you want to sey a word bhefore vou go?

: . WRS, ROOSEVELT: T just went to gzet & trein and that is the reasson I

have to go.

@ T think we went to express our thanks to irs. Roosevelt for this
opportunity.

MRS. ROOSEVILT: The President wes very much interested by you or he

never would have stayed so long. You made your own opportunity.

- o w ww
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