CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #650,

Executive Offices of the hWhite House,
June 7, 1940, 10.45 A.M.

Q Good morning, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning.

§ How about Charlottesville -- will you be able to get down to the
Commencement?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

@ (Mr. Godwin) Did you see this in the New Yorker? (Handing to the
President a slip of paper on which was written, "Hell hath no
fury like Hugh Johnson scorned.")

THE PRESIDENT: (Leughing) I love that. It rather implies that he
is a superannusted female. . (Laughter)

%y, 8 lot of people coming in today.

§ Biggest one in months. They are all the way up to the front door.

@ You have got to deliver this morning.

THE PRESIDENT: I have got guite a lot of things,

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I have a number of things. I will start with
the least important first. I am not going to Hyde Park over the
week end and I have no other plans, 1 am on an hour-to-hour basis.
I am going to try to get down to Charlottesville on londay but
that is still indefinite.

No. 2, on the meeting of the Advisory Committee of the Coun-
cil of National Defense yesterday, I hed -- I was given a prelim-

inary report by ir. Stettinius on the entire strategic materiel

matter. Necessary plans ere progressing repidly and on some of




the things there has been a lot of hysteria on, like rubber and
tin and -- what was the other thing? -- manganese, the situation
is well in hand.

Then No., 2 (No. 3), I asked the War and Navy Departments to
cﬂn;ult the Production Division, in charge of lir. Knudsen, in re-
gard to the placementlaf all importent contracts, in order that
such contracts may be placed to the best mdventsge from the pro-
duction standpoint and be properly expedited.

And No. 2 (No. 4), I appointed Mr. Stettinius to a committee,
chairman of a committee, to study and make recommendations to me
concerning the general problem of purchases to be made by the
Federal Government, looking to the desirability of further con-
solidating responsibility and suthority for such purchases through
the Procurement Divieion of the Treasury Depertment. I have asked
the Secretary of War to designate General Harris, C. T. Harris,
to serve on that committee, the Secretary of the Havy to designate
Admiral Spear, and the Postmaster Geﬁeral eand the Secretary of
the Treasury to designste br. lelson, wur. lonald kelson, to serve
with Mr, %;ettinius. And I am asking for a f%port end recommends-
tions on this consolidation of purchasaéhapd, as far as possible,
to make thet r:apnrt as soon as they can.

well, I think that is about sll on that topic of the Council.
They are getting on extfémaly well.

Then comes the question you all asked sbout, the disposition
pf certain Army and Nevy materiel. 'Hﬂw, I have an opinion from
the Attorney Genersl that Steve (wr. barly) will have -- it has

not been copied yet -- and he will give it to you. I will read
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ME.

it to you because it explains itself.

Solieitor General -- well, I don't know.

This is an opinion, not from the Attorney General but the

ing it "Acting Attorney General," so I do not know whether he is

doing it as Attorney General or Soliecitor Genersl.

capacities.

EARLY :

The department calls it the Solicitor General's opinion.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

This is to the Secretary of War snd the opinion is concurred

in by the Judge Advocate General of the War Department: (Reading)

"You have requested my opinion whether and
under whet conditions the War Department may with-
out advertisement sell or dispose of by exchange
to privete corporations or individusls the materiel
set out in two lists submitted by you.

"The materiel liate& consists of supplies fcrl
the use of the War Department. All of such supplies
which were owvned by the Government om July 11, 1919, --"

In other words, this is the old World War stock. (Reading)

"—— and which have been or may be declared to be
surplus, may be sold by .the Secretary of War under
the provisions of the act of July 11, 1919 (41 Stat.
104,105), which reads in part =8 follows: :

"tThat *** tne Secretary of War be,
and he is hereby, authorized to sell any
surplus supplies ineluding motor trucks
and automobiles now owned by end in the
possession of the Government for the use
of the War Department to ** eny corpora-
tion or individual upon such terms as
may be deemed best.!

"The provision that sueh surplus supplies may
be sold upon 'such terms as may be deemed best! un-
doubtedly gives the Secretary of War power to sell
without advertisement,."

And then there are various decisions quoted in here, (Reading)

Francis Biddle is sign-

FProbably both




Now,

"The mct of July 9, 1918, as amended by the
act of February 25, 1919, limits the sales of guns
and ammunition to other depsrtments of the Govern-
ment, to certain foreign states or governments,
and to certain specified associstions; but the act
of July 11, 1919, supra, supersedes these provisions
a8 to supplies on hand on July 11, 1919, including
guns and ammunition, if they are at any time declared
to be surplus. Once such supplies are determined
to be surplus, they may be sold under the aet of

July 11, 1919,

"is to exchenge of ammunition, the act of June
1, 1926, provides:

"1That the Secretary of War be, and
he is hereby, authorized to exchange de-
teriorated and unserviceable ammunition -
and components thereof for ammunition or
components thereof in condition for im-
mediate use.!

"Under this statute the Secretary of War may
exchance any deteriorated and unserviceable ammuni-
tion for other useful ammunition or components
thereof without advertisement. All that is neces-
sary to protect the Govermment's interest is the
ascertainment of the fair value for the exchange.
This ascertainment of fair value may be arrived at
through an appraissel and the obtaining of en ex-
change value of not less than the appraised wvalue.
A determination thus made would not be subjeet to
review."

that is the opinion of the Legal Department.

Then we come to what has heppened, first on the Navy end,

the stetement, I think it was, given out either last night or

early this morning: (Reading)

"In scecordance with an sgreement with the
Curtiss Aeroplane Company of Buffalo, fifty air-
planes from various naval aviastion reserve saquad-
rons are being returned to that Company for re-
placement with planes of a superior type, eguipped
with leakproof tanks and armor. These airplanes
are temporarily in excess of requirements due to
the fact that many of the reserve aviators, nor-
mally attached to the reserve squadrons, have been
transferred to Penseecolas as instructors becsuse
of' the large expansion of treining at that place.




It is expected that the remainder of these planes
at reserve bases will be similarly turned in as
replacements are received.”

Now, in regard to the general situastion, ever since 1919 the

Army and Navy have had on hand very large supplies of ordnance
materiel -- this is ordnance -- which is now old-fashioned and
whiech has been graduslly deteriorating. Having in mind the sale
of this materiel, Congress in that Aet of July 11, 1919, gave the
Secretary of War the powér to sell these supplies as surplus.
Ever since that time -- in other words, for nearly twenty-one
years -- the SBcretary of War has been declaring portions of these
supplies to be surplus and has been selling tgam. I can add to
that, in addition to selling them they have been tﬁrﬂing them
over to other departments. For instance, when the C.C.C. was set
up in 1933, the War Department turned over shoes and clothing and
slickers and things of that kind from the old World war stock.
They were still serviceable, but would not have remained service-
able very much longer.

The same statute authorizes exchanges of supplies snd ﬁQuip-H
ment between the Army and Navy and_aﬁgo%; many such exchenges have
taken place..

The world situation has developed a demand for this deter-
iorated meteriel, the sale of which would not have been possible
a short time ago but it néw_haa an immediate value.

In other words, during these twenty years it has been very
often difficult to find a buyer and whenever a buyer has come

along for some of this meteriel, we have taken advantage of the

existence of a buyer and have gone ahead and sold. Well, today




we have more buyers -- in other words, it is a buyer's market --

Q (interposing) Seller's market.
THE PRESIDENT: -- and today a lot of materiel that could not have

been sold a short time ago, today has an immediate value.

‘ On June 1, 1926, an Act of Congress provides the Secretary

SE WS SO b A1 fhe deteriorated, unserviceable smmunition

for new smmunition, and that has been done whenever there was a

buyer to absorb the ﬁldar ammunition. There is a demand for this

deteriorated ammunition at the present time and it is to the ad-

?antaéa of this Government to turn in this ammunition which can,

for only a brief period of time, be continued in stock with safety.
In other words, thia ammunition is of a type that is still

serviceable but, in a very short time, would either not be serv-

iceable or would have to be reworked.

Under the statute of July, 1918, the Secretary of War may

‘trade in airplanes just in the same way that an individual may

trade in his automobile fo} a new model.

Now, we are asking the Senate ta put into the present author-
ization bill -- as a matter of faet, I think it is now out on the
floor of the Senate -- a clauae which would permit the same pro-
cedure to be followed in the case -- let us say the procedure in
regard to ammunition -- to be followed in the case of other ma-
teriel which has come pretty close to the end of its useful life --
guns and other equipment of that character. The ssme thing that
is now authorized by law for ammunition.

The purpose of this amendment is a very simple one -- we can

do it now. We could sell guns and things of that kind, but the




money goes into the general fund of the Treasury instead of put-

ting it, like ammunition, on en exchange basis.
So this amendment would merely be for thﬂ.ﬂlﬂﬂr type of guns,
like the old mount 75's of the World War, just the same thing =as
we could put it on an exchange basis, instead of putting it on a
 Bales basis and thereby, instead of the money going into the Treés-
ury and the buying of replacement guns out of new appropriations,
WB'EDuld use the sales value without going into the Treasury
toward the purchase of the new guns and other materisel.
Q@ Would that authorization, Mr. President, apply also to airplanes?
THE PRESIDENT: Same thing.
& Is it contemplated that these replacement guns shall be by private
manufacture or in the Government arsenal?
. THE PRESIDENT: Private manufacture.
§ Wr. President, d¥d you say there is now authority ;; exchange air-
planes, or doesfhat require legislation?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, pes.
€ Do I gather that when you have this final clause or authorization,
that you then heve = uniforﬂlahiiity to exchange planes, guns and
ammunition, plus any other equipment?
THE PREEIDENT:MFYGB, plus any other equipment, so that instead of selling
. it direct, we could exchange and get the new thing. We can do that,
of course, with airplanes today.
Q My thought was that you could do it with evervthing?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, instead of the money going into the Treasury.

Q@ That means, theoretically, the old guns would have to go baﬁk to

. the manufacturers. You could not sell them directly to a foreign




government?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that is right.
'@ Would that, sir, apply to destroyers?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not taken that up at all.

@ Mr. President, then you couldn't do this with new armament?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

@ You could not turn back new armament and sell it abroad?

THE PRESIDENT: No, not if it is brand new armament, unless it is out
of date - - - —-and, as you know, a plane can get out of date
darned fast. (Laughter) 8o actually, you know, it sounds funny
but it is sctuamlly true, you teke these new avy bombers, they
haven't got the new bullet-proof tanks that-close up of their own
accord. They have not got armor on them. They have just been
delivered to us a short time ago but they are out of date.

& Do you know about how many plenes are in this outmoded condition
that can bé turned back?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think there are fifty on this list.

& Will there he some more?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; I am no prophet.

Q ?he papers this morning said there are about a thousand or 1500 of
them.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

€@ MNone of our plages a8 yet have armored or leakproof tanks?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, some of them have.

¢ Very few. 1Isn't it very few? As of the last hearing before the
Senate, I think General Arnold tastifiad that there were none.

The only ones that nave are of comparatively recent delivery, are




they not?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

§ br. President, will these planes be stripped of their confidential
equipment before they are sent back to the menufsecturers and
swapped in?%

THE PRESIDENT: What is the confidential equipmﬂnt'that is on them?

& Bomb E‘.& LMI

es on bombers and other devices we have heard rumors about?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think you need worry sbout that. Anything that
is confidentiasl will be kept confidential.

Q On this econsclidation of purchases thing, will that mean that =all
futuranilitary purchasing will go throuzh Procurement, or will
it be retained in Army and mafy?

THE PRESIDENT': Well, that is what they are doing this studying omn.
Of course, one thing we are trying to do now which we didn't gzet
around to ir the World War, until the thing had been going on for
about a whole year, is a greater consolidation of purchasing and
a greater uniformity of contracts. That was one of our troubles
during the whole first year of the World War. We didn't have uni-
formity of contracts between the different departments of the Gov-
ernment. |

4 Mr. President, I do not believe we are quite clear. I believe you
said you are asking the Senate to put into the present esuthoriza-
tion bill authority to transfer equipment. Is that Message going
up today? |

THY. PRESIDENT: No. I am just telephoning up to the people in charge
of the bill.

may
Q@ As we trade back our planes -- as we/need to replace them, are we




likely to get them more uniformly built?

THE PRESIDENT: That is an entirely different subject, That is a ques-

tion of type and, of course, Lir. Knudsen, with the committee that

he took over from the Secretary of the Tregsury. is working on

that question at the present time veryv hard. We are tryving to

simplify and get a much smaller number of types thhﬁ we have been

getting in the past, I think I said the other deay, at the Confer-

ence, one reason we have a good many -- what was it? fourteen dif-
ferent types of training planes in the Army? That was deliberately
done to encourage a diversity of manufacturing; in other words, to
build up a lot of little plants so that they could train men and

be in & position to go ahead with the manufacture of standard--

typee when the time came. That is the reason for this multiplicity
of types in both the Army and kavy. It has been déne deliverately
and it has worked out very well because it has built up, I suppose,
eight or ten small airplane plents that otherwise wouid_gnt have
been built up in the past Tew vears. Iow the tiﬁe has come to
standardize, using those same plants,

% In this coordination of purchases, have they got to the guestion of
priorities? As I recall the oid War Industries Fﬂﬁrd, tnat was
their first job, to decide on priorities of deliveries.

THy PREGIDENT: Pete (ur. Brandt), I do not believe we have quite got
to that point. I do not believe that -- I suppose thev are begin-
ning to study it but I do not think thére is any jam.

4 Reports from several towns across the countrv seem to indicate that
a8 great many army plenes are heading toward the East Eﬁasﬁ, which

seems to surgest that there might be some Army planes goinz to be




turned over?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard of it at all. It is a brand new one.

@ Have any arrangémunta been completed for the sale of World War muni-
tions to manufacturers?

THE PRESIDENT: I think soj; quite e lot of it.

& Will the receipts be held in the form of eredits to the Gﬂvarnmant
on books of the corporations?

THE PRESIDENT: I could not tell you.

@ Could you clarify that for us a little further? I don't believe
there are manufacturérs in this country that make guns :; the 75
mechanism is supposed %o be a secret between our Government and
the Freneh Government?

THL PRESIDENT: Certainly -- I do not know about the breech mechanism --
but certainly the gun itself, and the mount, that isn't snybody's
secret. Well, that is the major part of the operation. When it
comes down to any secret thing in the gun, I suppose that might
be made in one of the arsenals.

) Pennsylvanias thinks it is important for nationel defense that the
Federal Government should extend the superhighway now building up
there further eastward to connect Pittsburch sund the lavy Yard.
Will you comment on that? (Lauzhter)

" THL PRESIDENT: Well, I will tell you whet I would do. If I were you,
I wauld.ﬁo and ask Halph Buda, beceuse he is in cnarsze of clearing
bottlenecks, and if there is any bottleneck up there -- (laughter)

4 wr. President, have any restrictions been imposed on.tne export of
machine tools? | : |

Tk PRESIDENT: No. No action has been taken on thnt vet because -- is




~ the bill through?
@ lNo.
o

THE PRESIDENT: It is not through yet?

Q Ho.

( Mr, President, has any action been taken on tin and manganese in
serap steel?

THE PRESIDENT: What do you mean?

@ Has any action been taken of the fact that there is tin and manganese
in scrap steel snd scrap steel can be used to build up reserves
of tin and manganese?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. Frenkly, that is a little too technical.
I do know this, that we hove been, we are studying at the present
time the capture, the purchase of a whole lot of scrap rubber and
scrap steel that is lying ell over the country and has not been
picked up yet. I know a certain bern -- I won't say where -- that
hes two old plowe and a broken-down tractor and sbout six old
automobile tires that sre hanging on a peg. (Laughter) There
is a lot of it that can be picked up. ——

Q Why don't you put them in the Library? (Laughter)

¢ Stories are becoming active again ebout prospective changes in your
GPbinBt‘?

THE PRESIDENT: I have been too busy on tin and menganese and rubber,

Q Do you agree with whet Governor Lehmen told you yesterday?

THL PRESIDENT: Well, I don't think there is any story on that.

( How many of the old guns of the Army are you going t9 be able to
turn in?

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot give you the figures because I do not know.




Q Mr, President, have you done anything on the First Circuit Judge-
ship?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

@ 1Is there anything new to be said on the civilian training program?

THE PRESIﬁENT: There hes nothing much been done. I am waiting for
Sidney Hillmen to get down here next Monday before we start to
coordinate all this wvarious eivilian training of all kinads.

MR. GODWIN: Thenk you, Mr, President. .

¢ Have you any comment on the New York Times! editorisl for compulsory
military training?

THE PRESIDENT: I only read the first paragraph and I liked it.

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, iir. Fresident.

(The first paragraph of the New York Times' editorial, referrgd
to above, reads as follows:
"T0 DEFEND AMERICA

"The time has come when, in the interest of
self-protection, the Americsn people should at
pnce adopt = national system of universasl compul-
sory military training. We say this as s newspaper
which has never hefore believed in the wisdom of
guch a policy in time of peace. We say it because
the logic of events drives us remorselessly to this
conclusion.")
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Press Conference #0651,

Executive Offices of the White House,
June 11, 1940, 4.08 P.M.

THE PRESIDENT: Plenty of news today all right.

-

Q Not very big. You knew about that submarine, I suppose?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
3 A lot of news from Charlottesville yesterday.
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I scooped you.

MR. DOMNALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I have only two or three things. I have just signed
the Naval Appropriations Bill. That is done. I have sent up
gquite a number of judieial appointments, judges and district at-
torneys and mershals this af'ternoon, end I have also sent up a

‘ letter to the Senate, addressed to the Vice President, in regard
to a special appropriation for relief. Steve (Mr. Early) can
1 give you a copy but it 1is perfectly simple. I have not had it
copied yet, (Reading) -
"June 11, 1940
"iiy dear hir. Vice President:
"world events ha;e made it clear to the Amer-
jcan people that in the interest of American de=

fengse it is necessary for us to engage in a greatly
- enlarged program of training and armament.

"it the same time our deepest sympathy has
gone out to the civilian populations of war-torn
areas, and I believe that this sympathy should be
expressed by & concrete gxample of our inherent
and decent generosity.

: “iany millions of dollars have been given to
the American Red Cross for relief purpoges in

. Furope, but I feel that the Government itself should
greatly add to the assistance that is now being given.




"In the pending Relief Bill before the Con-
gress we are making possible the expenditure of >
over one billion dollars for the relief of the
needy unemployed in the United States. And in ad-
dition to this, large further sums are being spent
from day to day by states and municipalities in
the care of the needy who cannot be given employ-
ment on work relief projects.

"In view of these large sums spent at home, E
I feel thet the Congress would receive nation-wide
support if it were to sdd an appropriation to the
Relief Bill in the sum of at least fifty million
dollars as a token of our deep-seated desire to
help not only Americans but people who are desti-
tute in other lands.

§ =

"Clearly the greater part of the amount ap-
propriated will be spent in the United States for
the purchase and export of food materisls -- nearly
gll of which represent surplus in this country.
These surpluses are due principelly to the war
situation in other lands. We have used and are
using a part of these surpluses for distribution -
to our own needy families. But there is still en
excess which tends, incidentally, to depreciate

. the prices which American farmers receive for their
producte. Further export of these surplus food
products will help the economics of our very large
agricultural population.

"There are other things which the destitute
refugees need across the seas -- medicines and
medical and nursing aid; bandsges, surgical dress-
ings, hospital garments end even cots and blankets

- and sheets; ambulances; clothing against the winter
which will be upon them soon; safeguards sgainst
epidemics which could well spread throughout the
world.

"The funds of the Red Cross will be needed
and used for these purposes. The appropristicn
I am suggesting will supplement their efforts.

"The appropriation should, I think, be kept
in somewhat elastic form because it is clear that
at this time it is impossible to forecast either
the exact needs or the exact methods of meeting
them.

"I call attention to the faet that such an
‘ appropriation in no way lightens the burden which
the American Red Cross has already assumed. It is
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necessary that the American Red Cross continue its
splendid service for wounded and sick soldiers and
civiliens. An eppropriation by the Congress will
supplement the work of the Red Cross to meet the
many additional erying needs of the civilian popu-
lations who have been driven from their homes,

"Very sincerely yours,
(signed) "FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
"The Honorable
The Vice President of the United States
The United States Senate."

Then I sent a copy of that over to the Speaker for the in-
formation of the House because, if the Semate puts this on by way
of amendment to the Relief Bill, it will go back to the House for
cONcurrence.

Q@ Wr. President, Senators Lee and Pepper, I believe, today sponsored
a move to repeal the Neutrality Act and the Johnson Aet, or to
modify them, I do not know which. Will vou comment on that move?

THE PRESIDENT: I did not know about thet.

@ You spoke yesterday at Charlottesville of giving msterial aid to
the opponents of forece in Europe. Do you contemplate in that any
direct Governmental action or merely an extension of ﬁhe present
private corporation sales of planes?

THE PRESIDENT: Primarily that. ' Of course there will be additional

Governmental action because we are uncovering further articles

which could be of use, which might be called excess or surplus

goods owvned by the Government.
Q@ VWould that involve any modification of the cash-and-carry?
THE PRESIDENT: No; no.

Q@ Mr. President, have you gotten around to consideration of (the sale




of) destroyers?
THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Mr. President, will the benefits of this $50,000,000. for the Red

Cross go to all the countries or only to the Allies?

THE PRESIDENT: Practicelly -- might as well be perfectly frank -- it
will go prineipally to the Allies because you can't get them into
the other countries.

g lNr. Prasidani;'ﬂn you hope -- still hope for an early adjournment
of Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Of course I got entirely misquoted the
other day. I did not say I hoped they would go home. It is per-
fectly clear they can stay here all summer if they want to, but
as far as I can see the prineipal, work wil%}be finished in about
a couple of weeks —- teﬁ days.

@ What do you list as principal work?

THE PRESIDENT: What they got. You know just as well as I do what they
have got before them.

§ Do you care to comment on the page ad today, put out by the Committee --

THE PRESIDENT: (internosing) Bill White's? ¢

@ Yes, sir.

THi PRESIDENT: Well, I had not read it and I read this morni;g that
Bob Sherwood wrote it so I read it then. It is a great plece of
work, extremely educational for the people of this country and,
without going into a specific endorsement of every phase, it is
a mighty good thing that Bill White end his committee are getting ,
things like that out for the educetion of this country.

@ As I understand this Senator Pepper proposal, it gives you suthority
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%o 1ift the Neutrality Act and the Johnson Act. Is that desirable
before Congress adjourns?

THE PRESIDENT: Here is the story: As you know, I cannot comment on
things thet I have never read.

 Mr. President, there have been %arious editorial suggestions that

; in view of the troubled state of the world generally, the United
States should study some modification of its policies in the
Pacific as, for example, possible negotiatian of a commercial
treaty with Japan. Would you care 1o comment on those expressions?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so. I should say the only conment
I could make, which would have to be off the record, is thet there
isn't any editorial writer in the country knows one-third as much
about it as the State Department and I do. ©

Q That ie off the record?

THE PRESIDENT: That is off the record. (Laughter)

@ I hope -- I hope.

THE PRESIDENT: That is just between us girls.

Q@ With respect to the Japs, Wr. President, might it be a fair assump-

tion that any negotistions looking for better relations would
await sction by the Congress on the hay Bill? which would empower
you to embargo materisls needed --

THL PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, I do not think there need be any
connection between the two.

¢, Mr. President, can we expect in the near future any modifieation of

B

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. It is supposed to be coming up to me this efter-

the combat zones, as at present defined?

noon, a new map, and I have not seen it and, when I get the map ==




as you know, I love maps -- I will probably spend some time check-
ing distances. |

Q@ Is it the intention to maintain Euma of the shipping servicee in
the Mediterranean to neutral countries, provided the war does not
spread throughout the whole Sea?

THE PRESiDENT: I am afraid you are & little optimistic on that. nrl
course possibly one could go, without going through a danger zone,
from Constantinople to the other end of the Black Sea.

@ I was thinking of going from Constantinople through the Suez Canal.

THE PRESIDENT: That raises a nice guestion. That is2 one of the things
I have to study. In order to go down from Constantinople to the
??az Canal, you would have to go pretty close to the Dodecanese
Islands, which are owned by a belligerent, and you would have to

. go past Palestine and I do not quite know, frankly, what the sit-
uation with regard to Palestine is at the present moment.

@ Asia seems to be now in the combat zone?

THE PRESIDENT: TYes. F

@ Mr. President, there have been rumors that at West Point and Annapo-
lis the requirements for gradustion might be lowered so they could
get out in three years. I think that was done in the World War.

THE PRESIDENT: No, the only thing that has happened so far is that
the Navy recommended that the class of 1941 be graduated in Febru-
ary, that is the mid-yvear, and I sent that over to the Secretary
of War to ask whether he thought the West Point elass should also
be graduated in Februsry and, so far mas I know, I have not got &

reply to that yet.

. ¢  Did you teke action on the Navy recommendation, aside from sending




it over to the Army?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q It 1s still pandingf

THE PRESIDENT: It is still pending.

Q@ Will you tell us what you talked to Maritime Commissioner Moran
about on Saturday?

THE PRESIDENT: I will try to let you know tomorrow morning. As a
matter of fact, I think you hed better hold it because I have not
written my letter of appreciation to Ed Moran, so if vou will be
good enough to hold it until I can get my ietter to him. He had
to resign for purely family reasons, on eccount of his mother (it
was the Commissioner's father) died and he has to go back to look
after his own family business. It is a great shock to himj purely
a family matter snd I am regretfully aucaptiﬁg his resignation.

I will try to get this off this afternoon.

§ Does your 1nfnrmati§n give eny possible clew to the nationality of
the submarine that stopped the WASHINGTON this morning?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing has come in yet. |

Q Any comment on the incident?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

q In the course of your official daily routine have you heard any-
thing from the Italian Embassy this morning?

THE PRESIDENT: The Italian ﬁmﬁaasadnr saw the Secretgry of State.
What was said you will have to find out over there.

Q Thank you.

Q When you say, "Wothing hss come in vet," with reference to the sub-

marine, does thet meen the Government is making inquiry?




THE PRESIDENT: As I understand it, they got thie very short flash on
the episode. I suppose there will be something more on it later.

Q When will you send the Congressional Leaders your usual letter thank-
ing them for their cooperation, and that your program is over?

THE PRESIDENT: Whenever they want to go home. %

& Don't you do that before that?

THE PRESIDENT: Not until I know they want to go home.

@ On the combat zone, will it be possible to maintsin communicetion
with Portugal still, as far as you know?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes; I should say offhand, yes.

3 Both by air and sea?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Mind you, I have not seen this map. You ecannot
tell what the recommendations will be, My ovn idea is we still
would keep communications with Portugal.

% Vho is preparing these maps?

THE PHESIDENT: State and Navy.

Q Any movement contemplated of the American Fleet from the Pacific?

THE PHESIDENT: No.

& ﬁnyﬁhing new to report on the National Advisory Committee on De-
fense -- Stettinius?

THE PRESIDENT: No, they will be in on Thursday at 2.00 o'clock. I am
going to try to make thet s weekly conference.

& Can you stipulate any of the iteme that vou sav have been uncovered
that might be of possible value to the foreign governments, that

is the opponents of force, France snd Britain? What the nature

of the new items is?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I just gave you one today, 50,000,000, [Laughter;




Q& Do they ineclude any military items, lMr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

@ Do they include any military items?

THE PRESIDENT: No. As I said, we are going over them ﬂil the time to
see if we cen find any more items we can spare. I haven't got” the
gpecific items yet.

@ Have you eny indication of how many Army plsnes can be released to
manufacturers?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

& How many Army ;1anes can be relessed to manufacturers?

THY PRESIDENT: I do not know.

i In your conference today with tﬁe French industrialist Renault,

did he give you any experiences in the chanesins over f?um the
manufacture of civilian goods to war meteriele in hie factories?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

G Can wyou tell us anything ebout it?

THr PR=ESIDENT: Well, he told me sbout his factorv and how they had
gone into the three-shift basis last summer and how it had worked
extremely well. Also he told me, very interestincly, sbout how,
when the French mobilized the end of August, it toock a very large
number, & great many thousands of his employvees, out 0; the plant
and into the Army, and that he went right around, locally, and
got the mothers and sisters and brothers, and so fﬂrth, of people
who had been called to the colors to come in there end, in an
amezingly short time, he was sble to get his production back to
the normal,” They learned very fast.

§ DMir. President, would it be possible, in the light of present events,




%o use the term, "non-belligerent" se applied to the United States,
instead of the term "neutral"? |

THE PRESIDENT: John (Mr. O'Donnell), I.haven't had time since yester-
day to open my thesaurus. (Laughter) '

Q What about Mr. Hassett? (Laughter)

Q Is the fact that Commissioner bMoran resigned -- is that off the
record? |

THE PRESIDENT: MNo. We witl let you have it a little later.

Q Mr. President, have vou got eround to the excess profits tax yet?

THE PRESIDENT: No, they are still discussing it up there. I saw EH%“
very fine resolution that was passed by the Bob Doughton Gnmmittaa.

§ Thet goes over —-

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes, and as far as the louss Committee
is concerned, end I think as far as the iouse is concerned. Of
course there may be attempts made in the Senete, either by the
Committee or by individusls, to put an excess profits tax onto
the bill. Tﬁat ie something I do not know.

¢ Will you have any cobjections to it?

THe PRESIDENT: Well, I would like to see it 1t'irst.

MHd. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.

S g




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #652,

Executive Offices of the White House,
June 14, 1940, 10,57 A. M.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.
THE FRESIDENT: I do not think I have very much news this morming.

Last night I signed the Army Appropriation Bill carrying a total of
$1,499,000,000.

And, in case somebody asks the question, the State Department,
Agriculture and myself, we are -- we hope that the Cummings Bill for
continuing the sugar program in the form in which it was reported by
the House Agricultural Committee will go through.

I am setting up, with the full approvel of the Advisory Commission,
by Executive Order, a National Defense Research Committee and asking
i Wan s B, BT sstASY oF B ORvanets TaabLbast iR et Washington,
to act as ;hairman. It i3 to be a committes of eight members and is to
study, through research laboratories, Govermment laboratories, also educa-

tional and seientific institutions and laboratories within industries,

everything relating to experimental investigations and reports, to accel-
erate the defense program. There will be an Army officer and a Navy

officer attached to them and they will handle practically all research

problems with the exception of the problems of flight, which will con~
tinue to be handled by the NACA -- in other words, the National Advisory
Commnittee far-ﬂarnnautics == but, of course, that committee will also
work with the general research committee.

The Bureau of Standards, the Nationsl iAcademy of Sclences, the
National Research Council, they will all ccoordinate through this new
commi ttee. Ve are nﬁt ready yet on the membership because I want to

talk some more with the Advisory Committee and also with Dr. Bush before




I can give you the other seven names.

Q Does Dr. Bush remain the head of the National Advisory Committee for Aero-

nauties?

THE FRESIDENT: I suppose 80, yes.

Q Have you, sir, received a second personal appeal from the Premier of France?

THE PRESIDENT: Only what I read in the papers this morning. It has not come
through yet to me.

Q Have you in mind eny reply, directly or indirectly, other than the
Charlottesville apaaﬁh?

THE FRESIDENT: Of course we have to get it in. Of course the answer is a
perfectly simple one and that is that we are doing everything we possibly
can,

Q Mr., President, I have a couple of queries here that I kmow very little

about -- I have to state them to you -~ one is reporte that the Govern-
ment or the Administration is contemplating an embargo on serap iron to
all but France and Britain and, secondly, that the Japanese Government :
1s seeking to place a very large order for serap material, and the ques-
tion 1s, Can you say whether you favor an embargo or can piaua an embargo
or what can you say about it?

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose the easiest thing 1s to say that I do not know eny-

thing about it. I have not heard of further demands for serap but, of
course, there is a certain amount of purchasing of scrap that is going
on all the time. I never heard of any large order. In the second place,
on this guestion of embargoes, we haven't the law yet, and in the third
place, when we do get the law, the primary obﬁectira of the law is to
keep within this country things that are definitely, clearly needed for

national defense. Now, whether that would apply to the serap metsal

situation at this time, I bave not the fogglest idea. I do not know.
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Q /You say you were not aware of this large shipment or order? e
THE PRESIDENT: No. AL, o

Q What kind of machinery will be set up under this provision in the law -- g '

the embargo provision?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I do not think there will be any special machinery set

up. In other words, we would undoubtedly consult, on a thing like scrap

metal, with Mr., Stettinius' sectlion, we would consult with the Conmerce

Department and clear the whole thing through the State Department,

Q Mr, President, do you believe that we can extend our material resources

to the Allies in sufficient volume and with sufficient speed to save

them?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I could not answer a question like that. It would take

me two hours to answer it.

& I have annt]_mr question: There is a dispateh just came in from Berlin,
saying th;al.t truﬁtwnrthy sources say that Bullitt has been placed in
protective custody by the German military forces in Paris., Have you had
any word along that line?

THE FRESIDENT: No. Perhaps the only question I could ask would be —- well,
no -- the only question I could ask would be, Protection against what
and whom? (Laughter)

Q (by Mr. Godwin in a stage ;hiapar] Mr, Trohan,

Q To return to augar'for a moment, do you care to comment on the amendment
pending, which would restore the limitations on Hawaiian and Puerto Rican
sugar?y

THE PRESIDENT: Sugar?

Q Yes, sir,

THE PRESIDENT: The only thing I got here is that the State Department and the

Agricultural Department are in favor, and so am I, of the Cummings .B:I.i.'l.




. Q@ May we pu::}dirent guotations around that first part?

in the form in which it was reported out by the House Agricultural Com-

- mittee.

Q Did you say whether you might veto the bill if it had that amendment in it?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know; you will have to ask the other departments.

(Laughter) I do not think there is anyhudy"l'in this room that know any-

&

thing about the sugar situation. (Laughter)

3 Q@ Mr. President, I have two more minor things which I am instructed to ask
you, One is about loan contracts for low cost housing at Pensacola,
the aviation field, and the Army base at Montgomery. Do you recall hav-
ing signed papers on that?

THE FRESIDENT: No. For Government housing?

Q Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: No -- I signed two projects yesterday for the U. S. Housing
Authority, but which they were I could not tell you.

Q@ That might have been it. rif came to me from the office at Pensacola and

Mobile,

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know; I signed two yesterday -- what they were I

haven't the foggiest idea.

Q The Chancellor of Germany, in an inmterview granted to Mr. Von Wydgenmd of
the Hearst newspapers, described as grotesgue any suggestion that Germany
might invade the Western Hemlisphere. Will you comment on that?

THE PRESIDENT: No, except that it brings up recollections, (Laughter)

Q Can we qudte that?

THE PRESIDENT: I think that is quite sufficient comment. It can be enlarged
on with dates and nations, et cetera and so on, going back for quite a

period of years.

THE PRBBIDE;';IT: Yes -~ "It brings up recollections™ -~ right.



Q There are reports today that Spanish-Moorish troops have taken over ﬂu
~ international city of Alglers? :

THE PRESIDENT: You mean Tangier? (Laughter)
Q Tangier. (Laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: I hed & flash from the other side -- I have forgotten, frankly, @

whether it came from Madrid or somewhere else, but it was a report and

that is all -- just what you got., 7
Q Do you have eany plans for coddling the domestic manganese industry?
THE PRESIDENT: No. No. (Laughter) Did you say Peoddling® (Laughter)
or "éuddling"? (Laughter)
MR. @HIH: Thenk you, Mr. President.
Q Have you any reports from Mr. Hillman on what skilled trades there may be
need for speedy training om, or retraining in order to provide --
THE FRESIDENT (interposing) No, we haven't got to the report form yet.
MR. GODWIN: Thenk you, sir.



CONFIDENTTAL
Press Conference #652-A-

Held with the National Conference of Business Paper Editors,
Executive Offices of the White House,

June 14. 1940, 11.20 A, M,

(Mr. Paul Wooton introduced the members of the Association.)

THE PRESIDENT: (referring to the faet that Mr. Wooton, with one or two ex-
ceptions, had been able to introduce each of the members by name) Well,
that is an slmost peri_‘ant record., It is perfectly grand.

MR, WOOTON: Mr. President, you know how ;mpurtant it is for publishers to be
behind editors on any cooperative effort. Now, the publishers have
written you a letter and I think, if I can teake a minute to read real
rapidly a 1little thing here that shows we are trying to help out in

this emergency. They say: \
(Reading) "Twenty-two yeers ago this month, when this
nation found its commerce being driven from the high seas and
‘ was forced into war to defend the welfare and the very lives
s of its citizens, The Associated Business Papers, Inc. - the
national organization of business paper publishers - offered
its services to the Government in marshalling the forces of
Industry and Commerce for the successful prosecution of the
first World War. These services were accepted.

"Touching intimately the business lives of more than two
million key men in every major branch of commerce, industry,
and the professions, the editors and publishers of the organ-
ized business press were, and are, peculiarly well situated
and fitted to serve the nation's needs in this capacity. To
these editors business men look for the specific interpreta-
tion of important events in terms of their specialized busi-
neas interests. '

"Today, with our country a second time facing the vital
necessity of speedily rallying the forces of production and
distribution to the urgent need of national defense and mater-
ial aid to the Allies, The Associated Business Papers, through
the National Conference of Busineas Paper Editors, again comes
to Washington to offer its facilities. Active as we have been
ig the past in this respect, we want to assure you of an in-
tensification of this effort. A National Defense Committee
has been set up to keep in comstant touch with your needs and
desires, and to transmit these speedily to the hundreds of

. editors who are daily, weekly, and monthly counseling with
the very business men, from foremen to presidents, upon whom
we will depend to carry out this great effort in office, store,
and factory."




These, you know, are editoriel writers and they have a good many
hundreds of thousands of readers who take those editorials seriously,
Mr. President. Industries really read these papers. They have to pay a
pretty good subscription price for them, you know, and after spending
their money they feel they have to read them.

THE PRESIDENT: They aauﬁt a lot end I have been very, very happy in the real
understanding, I won't say of all, but of a very large percentage of the
papers in the general national picture.

MR, WOOTON: We thought, Mr. Presidemt, you might have some little suggestion
that you might meke to them on something they could write editorials on
in the next two or three months, when we will be in a pretty critical
time, perhaps.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, one thing is pretty important at this time -- we have
to sey this off the record, for background --

MR. WOOTON (interposing): They understand.

THE PRESIDENT: -- and that is a real danger we all recognize in this country.
I used a phrase the other day, down at Charlottesville, about this
country being put in prison, put in prison behind bars and fed at the
will of people on the outside. Well, of course you all know exactly what

I meant. It meant that on world trade, which does have a good deal of

influence on our domestic trade, first and last, unless we have falrly

free world markets, we are graduslly going to be put in behind the bars.
Well, just as an illustration, Kerl Von Wedgand -- it is in some

of the papers this morning -- got an interview with Hitler yesterday in

which Hitler said he had no thought of doing enything to the Americas --

not a thought at all. They asked me in the Press Conference whether I

had any comment and I said, "Eés, I have a comment and in very few words =--

it brings back recollections.™ (Laughter)
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Now, of course, the danger is that we have today a Burope which is

" completely dominated by a completely different ideology which does not
have to come into this country with its armed forces, of necessity, but

it can, through trade chamnels, gain practically e complete domination

over other countries in this hemisphere who are'dapandant, even more than

we are, for their existence on purchases made by Ebrope.

I think it was about a year ago, about the time you were down here

last summer, I was formulating that in my own mind., I try, always, to

put myself in the place of the other fellow, I said, "Suppose I were

President of the Argentine and Furope were completely dominated by the

dictatorship ideoclogy. Well, the Argentine is solely dependent for its

existence on exporting certain agricultural products, beef emnd corn and

wheat. And this dietatorship of Europe would come and say to me, "Senor

Ortiz, you may -- you may, with our permission, sell beef and corn snd

‘ wheat to Durope -- that ends it -- provided you do it through my agency,

which will charge a commission and will tell you how much you can sell

and where you can sell it. And there are certain other catches attached

to it. You have got to put your army and navy under our domination.®

And, of course, the President of the Argentine would say, "But that

is pretty rough; that takes away the independence of this netion, to be
told how much we can sell and where we cen sell it and how much we get
paid,"™ because, of course, Europe would say, "We will pay you in our
manufactured goods and we will choose what kinds nf goods we will ship
to ﬁrﬁu.“
Well, the Argentine President would say, "That is terrible, we can't
do 1t; 1t would destroy our independence.™ /And the Huropean dictator-
. ships would say, "All right; teke it or leave it, Why don't you, if you

do not want to sell it to us, sell it to your North American friendat®n
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Well, of course, he would say, "But the United States camnnot buy
beef, wheat .-.ﬁ:nd corn; they have a surplus themselves."™

"Well," Europe would say, "it is just too bad -= just too bad,"

In other worda, you can gain domination over a large portion of
this Continent without sending troops over, and that is something we have
to wateh out for. And that applies, of course, to exports and imports, =
and it would be a perfectly logical conclusion of the domination of
Europe by those powers.

Of course the domination of Europe, unless sa'-a power is maintained, i
meens also the domination of Africa because Africa belongs to Europe.

That 1s why I think that every business paper in this country ought
to fight against what nﬁy be =z tendency over here on -tha part of unthink-
ing people and on the part of polif-ici&ns who try to gain some politicel

end by assuming to believe stories like the Karl Von Weigand story of the

interview with Hitler this morning., There are a lot of gullible Americans
that will say, "You see, he says he won't do anything over here. Why
shouldn't we go easy?"
In other words, we sll have to work for the continuance of the free- y
dom of trade through the world -- equality, put it that way, equality of
trade.

MR. WOOTON: We rather feel that the balance of power at this moment, in

this struggle, lies in American industry. Isn't that true? Shouldn't

they all --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing): I would not say "balance of power™ becasuse it

may be an European dominated industry on the one side as against the

American industry on the other.

. MR. WOOTN: I was referring to the more immediate situation, that while the

English keep the struggle going shead, Americen industry can be helpful




THE PRESIDENT: Yes, very helpful.

MR. WOOTON: Do you know of any bottlenecks or anything that they might say

something about in their editorials, or that industry can do to make itself:

more efficient?
PRESIDENT: You know, it is a lot of nonsemse to talk about shortages and
things like that. You take, for example, on the problem of manganese:

somebody asked me a question about it at the Press Conference. We have

- got pretty good supplies of mangsnese on hand and even if we could not

get any more over from the Straits Settlements, the cheapest source, we
could still get some in Brazil, some in Cuba and, as a last resort, we
have gzot mangenese mines in this country, which are high-cost mines and

which would cost us a lot of money, but which could be put into produe-

‘tion.

The same way in the case of rubber. The mhhér companies are work-
ing with us very well. We will probably get by end if it should come
to the point where our ocean communications were cut off, there are one
or two processes of making synthetic rubber that, at the present time,
are probably higher in cost than the matural form of rubber but, in case
of need, we could put those in and start them to work and get them in
production in six months. Stettinius, for instance, has been working on
that and 1s entirely satisfied.

I do not think there are any partieular bottlenecks. On the cost
end, we are all trying to keep the spiral nf the World War from starting
in again and, of course, I think we should all cooperate on that. That
spiral was a very dangerous thing because the cost of living went up and
wages went up and then the cost of living went up and wages went up, If

we can keep prices down to a reasonable level, it is going to help an




E awful lot. | ..
| I do not think there is anything else. It is good to see you. J"') : 7'.:
. MR. WOOTON: We have had very inspiring conference with Mr., Stettinius and 7,, _

Mr. Knudsen and various officials. Steve (Mr. Early) has been helpful . ‘-;_i

in fixing up the arrangements.

Thenk you very much, Mr. President.
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Press Conference #653,
Executive Offices of the White House,
June 18, 1940, 4,04 P, M.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, how is everything going today?

Q Fine,

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you (Mr. Godwin) very nearly missed a good place,

Q (Mr. Godwin) Those fellows don't like me to run around that end, They

block me.

THE PRESIDENT: I know it; it is bed.

Does Portland, Maine, want an ironclad today?

Q (Miss Craig) What?

THE PRESIDENT: Does Portland ; Maine, want an ironclad today?

Q (Miss Craig) Well, we got 70 per cent of a two-ocean Navy this morning over

‘ at the House (referring to Admiral Stark's teatimony before the Naval

Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives),

I
Q We understand May's (Miss Craig's) neme is on that Navy Bill. (Laughter)

Q They are after a seven-seas Navy now.

(Discussion, off the record.)

MR. DONALDSON: All in,

m PRESII)ENT'? I have only got a couple of matters here -- probably won't be

first column, first page. The first relates to newsprint, just as an

illustration of the efforts that we have been making and are still making

to improve the readjustments -- economic read justments in the Americas,

Down in South America, when the Scandinavian market for newsprint

was cut off, all the papers down there were up against it because they

did not have enough supplies on hand and they had to turn to Canada and

. the United States on a large scale and, of course, our newsprint over

here costs a good deal more money than Seandinavian newsprint. One of




the chief troubles was the cost of carrying it down there -- it was
$15 a ton -- and, through negotiations here in Washington and through
cooperation between the State Bepartment, the American Republics Division
and the Maritime Commission, the rate on newsprint from New York to
Buenos Aires has been reduced from $15 a ton to $9.75 a ton, which is

a very definite improvement over the position the papers pad down there.
It has helped them out a lot. Those rates will apply to all countries
on the East Coast of South America.

Q 'The same rate, sir?

THE FRESIDENT: TYes.

Q The same rate applies equally to Rio end Buenos Aires?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know if it is the same rate. It is the same reduc-
tion in rate. The seame proportionate reduction in rate is what it .15.
It is over 3% per cent.

- ‘ Q Mr. President, who bears the reduction -- who absorbs the reduction?

THE PRESIDEI'P: Well, I guess that the American shipping lines absorb 1t and
I doubt very much if they are losing money at $9.75 a ton. So you can-
not say it is a gift on their j;nart necessarily. "

ind the other thing: Secretary Wallace was talking to me today end

T asked him to write out what he said in regard to our general agricul-

tural situation in this country at the present time. He says that
through these recent years, through an effective national farm program,
i1t has resulted in a situaticn where the reserve supplies of food re-
serves that are stored in warehouses and granaries have now reached what
might be called a "safety point," at the same time that we have bullt
up the fertility reserves in the soil by better land use. For example,
1111 the situation of wheat, we have in reserve at the present time about

three times the previous carryover, average carryover, which seems to

[
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be sufficient to take care of any problem of the future that we can
foresee in the way of having to feed very large portions of the world
population.

‘The same way with corn: the reserve supply is at the present time
about three times the previous average normal (carryover). This corn,
if and when needed, can be fed to livestock for the production of meat,
eggs, poultry, milk, butter, cheese and the production of other 1m§0r-
_tant foods.

In other words, we are feeling satisfied with the size of the food
reserves that we have in this country, allowing at the same time for the
export of food reserves to other countries which either need them or
may need them because of the war in the near future.

In the case of cotton, we have on hand, in reserve, as mich as one
year's crop, with a new crﬁplcuming on this fall., The question of cotton
is not quite as easy because it is perfectly possible that we may have
too much cotton on hand as s reserve, but on the main erops, food erops,
we have sufficient reserves at this time and can, if necessary in the
future, inerease those food reserves and at the same time protect farmers'
income, which we have never been able to do before.

And, finally, he points out that with this increase of reserves,

~ we have been safeguarding the health of the people by distributing very

large quantities of surplus quantities of nutritious food to families

in Ilﬁéd-

And this, finally, has been accomplished, all of this -~ the

greatest strength of agricultural preparedness lies in the experience
of more than 6 million farmers who, through their own elected county

comuitteemen, are cooperating with each other and the Government in

'carrying out the farm program, and the farmers are showing a splendid
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cooperative spirit in the working out of the defemse plans.
I think that is about all I have got.

Q@ Mr. President, can you tell us anything about this increase in the Navy
that has been recommended?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, as I understand it, it is prineipally an suthorization'
bill. ' I believe, in some items, that there is sufficient in the way of
appropriations to do a certain amomt of actual starting of construction
in some types, but I think I would emphasize the fact that this is pri-
marily a Congressional euthority for the future building of more ships,
if and when it becomes desirable to lay them dowm.

Q@ Admiral Stark sald this was not a paper program but would be started at
once if authorized by Congress. Does that meet your views?

"THE PRESIDENT: Well, of course, I haven't seen the exact language he used.

I would have to check.

Q Would you say, sir, there would be a corresponding increase in the military

strength of the Army?
THE PRESIDINT: I do not think you can say "corresponding," Fred (Mr. Essary).
In other words, they are on different lines -- like trying ﬁo compare

apples with pears,

Q It is the third increase in the single session of Congress,

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q,,A third increase in the Navy atrengfh.

THE FRESIDENT: Yes. Of course, on the Army side we are working cut -- Mr.
Knudsen, for instance, is talking about two things in which the same
general thought applies to both the Army and Navy, in building up pro-
ductive capacity, for example, for 50,000 planes. The question remains 3
atill aélta how many actual planes would be turned out by the additionsl

productive capacity. You might confine a portion of the program to build-
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ing the factories for the planes instead of building all the planes
. that that production would make possible. In the same way, with the

Navy prasn:am, we might go ahead with the creation of shipbuilding
facilities at navy yards and private plants without, of necessity, lay-
ing down the full number of ships that those shipbuilding facilities
would meke possible. Do you see the point? I cannot tell you the
number of ships but probably we will use a good part of this authori-
zation and the money that we already have on hand to increase, oh, things
like the machine tools to build ships with, the tools for electric weld-
ing, just for example, and the actuasl building of ways with the overhead
¢ranes, without of necessity deciding now as to whether we will start
ships o.n those ways.

@ Mr. Fresident --

Q (interposing) Have you, from your sources, sir, any intimation of the terms

. of the Axis powers to France? _

THE FRESIDENT: I have not a word. The last I got was one of the press associa- :
tions' reports that the meeting was over. Nothing has been given out yet
that I know of. |

Q Mr. President, the other day you said you likedthe (first) paragraph of a

New York Times' editoriasl on compulsory military training. Can you

elaborate on that in any way?
THE PRESIDENT: Well, only to this extent: Perhsps I should not have -- should

not have spoken so fast, I did not, frankly, intend to imply that there

should be compulsory military training for every boy in this country,

because, after all, the word "military" may connote to some people turn-

ing the boy into an infantrymen or a pilot of a plane, a war plane, or
. an artilleryman or a machine gunner at the front. Of course, what I was

personally thinking about at the time was the mich broader definition of




the word "military.™ As you know, for every combat soldier at the front,

you have to have --= I have forgotten what the Army figures are -- but at
least another soldier who is in uniform but is not a combat soldier be-
hind the lines, and when I say "behind the lines," I mean airplane
mechanics at the different airports -- just using typlecal examples ==
" people on the line of supplies of the Army, bringing uf ammnition and

food, et cetera and so on. Well, those people are, in one sense, military
and they are probably in uniform but they are npt combat troops.
Now, we ought to train people for that. 5

Then you come to, let us say, a third category, the training of young
pecple in work bebind the lines where they are not in uniform -~ airplane
factorles, amminition factories, eclothing factories, all kinds of indus-
trial work which is necessary to keep Army and Navy forces going.

And then, perhaps, you come to a third -- a fourth category, and
that is the maintenance of certain -- certain necessary conservation so
that war won't wreck the future economies of the Nation, so that in the
event of a future war we would not make the mistake of 1917 and 1918 ami

plow up the prairies, cut down &ll the forests, as has happened in some '

countries in Furope., In other words, that, in conduecting the war, we

would still remember the fact that the Nation had to exist on itz re-

sources after the war was all over.

Well, in a sense, that is a military duty and using the word "mili-

tary"” in the sense I =m talking sbout, its very broadest application,

I do think that we undoubtedly are going to come to some form of Govern-
ment service for every boy, no matter what class in 1ife he belongs to,
where he will be under some form of discipline because even the CCC Camps

. have discipline.

It is rather an interesting thing that a certain gentleman who had




Just teken an automobile trip out through the Middle West said to me

the other day. He said, "I saw a lot of young people, a lot of young

people out there. They were all patriotic, without any question, but

a whole lot of them had all sorts of weird ideas in their heads, what
I call '"isms.' They thought they kﬁew a lot more about the problems of
the Nation, government sociasl, economic, than anybody else did.
. "And the place where I found,"™ he sdid, "probably the sanest end
soundest idealism that was not running off after all kinds of isms, was
in the CCC Camps.,™

I sald, "Why?" "Well," he said, "I do not know why except this,
thatlparhaps it is because they have two things: they have diseipline,
which does not mean military training, but they have got discipline and,
secondly, they have got to learn -- they have all had to learn that in

their daily life they have got to think of somebody else besides them~

gelves. In other words, thet they cannot make a mess without cleaning
it up because it would affect the lives of 199 other boys who have to
live with them, end that, after a very few weeks, they learn how to live
with their fellows without being nuissnces to their fellows, and they
get a point of view of a certain, what might be called, 'responsibility
t0 mankind' which has been very, very helpful to them and glven them a
pretty sane point of view." e
Well, that is not military training but it is diseipline, which is
a darned good thing for all of us, probably every one of us in this
room. It would be a mighty good thing if we could be put into -- there
are probably 200 of us -- if we could be put into a CCC Camp together,
and o good many of us would have to get over some darned bad habite.
Isn't that right? Oh, well, we don't have to neme any names but we know.

(Laughter) It would be one of the best things that could happen to us




and, of course, if that is true with us older people, it is probably
equally true of young gentlemen = young ladies, for that matter --
eighteen or twenty years old.

Well, that is the general idea -- I think that we are coming to some
form of universal Government service.

Q@ When, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, don't be too didactic. I =m in the middle of studying it

| now. I will have to say something ;:m it pretty soon, I am getting ready
but do not go into any details because I haven't gone into any.

Q One more point on that: you mentioned boys, how about éi.rls?

THE PRESIDENT: 1ell, that is one of the things we are studying very definitely
and there again one of the difficulties on the girl end of it, quite
fraﬁl.y', is to find enough different ?aﬂetie&ll of things for them to do.

Q Well, make this coeducational., (Laughter)

THE FRESIDENT: We are going to have twenty-five miles -- it is a big country --
between sny boys' camp and any girls' camp. (Laughter) .

Q And no autos. (Laughter)

Q¢ Mr, President, when will you have something to say -=- ' .

(At this point Mr. Godwin was interrupted by a correspondent behind him who,

simultaneously, asked a question about "wearing out shoes.")

Q Mr. President, whem will you have something to say in furtherance of the

gtatement that was glven out yesterday by Mr. Early with respect to the

control of surpluses? :

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the report on that yet, Earl (Mr. Godwin). I think

it is due on --

MR. EARLY (interposing) Thursday.
THE PRESIDENT: Thursday.

Q Would you care to say anything about that now?




THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Will you say anything about what you discussed with Charles F., Roeser of
o

Fort Worth, the o0il man?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, he came up to talk about oil and I turned him over to

. Secretary Ickes.

Q@ Did he talk about the Texas shutdown? o~

THE PRESIDENT: They are having & meeting down there now and, of course, on
the oil production problem, it probably has got to be handled realistically
on what the Treasury would call a 24~hour basis because the events in the
world may on one day greatly curtail our export field and then the events
of the next day may curtail some other oil field in a different part of
the world and meke our oil more available., It ought to be handled on a
day-to-day basis, with the different states in the oil compact ready to
take action at a minute's notice to meet the fluctuations.

Q@ Mr. President, the United States at wvarious times has indicated its general
interest in the probable disposition of the Dutch East Indies. Would you
care to comment whether the United States would have a similer interest
in the possible disposition of French Indo-China in the light of this
situation?

THE PRESIDENT: No, i1t is over my head.

@ Mr. President, are you gniﬁg to bring any new persommnel into the Government
right soon? |

THE PRESIDENT: Pretty soon =-- pretty soon,

Q lr. Forrestal?

THE FRESIDENT: I think you had better wait. I think you had better wait.

& Does Tobin mean anything to you?

. “THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I know him very well. He is an old friend of mine. I

think you had better wait.




Q Several weeks ago various representatives of South American countries signed
a project to create an Inter-American Bank. Will you tell us, sir, if
you expect to ask the Congress to ratify that convention at this Session?

THE PRESIDENT: Did it bave to be ratified?

Q Yes, sir; calls for ratification.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know -- I had forgotten sll about it. You might send
word up to the Hill that if I ask for ratification I hope to God they
will ratify it. (Laughter) .,

MR, GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.

Q Mr. President, may we ask one more question on universal training? Your
remarks -- does that imply there will be a Message to this session of
Congress on the subject?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I do not know because that is a question -- because on
the question of when Congress will be here, none of us know, but the

‘ chances are that they will take a recess of some kind and come back.
Oh, by the way, I cleared up one point the other day. I did not
know in my own mind whether, if Congress were in recess, I could still
call them back into extraordinary session and all the good lawyers say

that I can, so 1t is all right. In other words, if they were to take a

recess for six weeks or eight weeks, as long as I have the right to call
them back in the meantime because of something 43'1:11511: has heppened, I am
perfectly safe. In these days I would wa1nt to be able to get them here
on four days' notice and soms people thought in a recess to a future
definite date that I could not call them back, but everybody says now I
can. And probably on this universal Government service -- oh, I don't
know, I might have it ready -- something to say in a letter or a Mess-
age -- in the course of three or four weeks and maybe not for six weeks.

I do not know,
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Q 1Is that likely to be a year's training?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Is there anything you care to say, Mr. President, m:' can say at this time
‘about the possible ultimate disposition of French or Mtiﬁ possessions

in the Atlantle or {Jaribbaa;:.?

THE PRESIDENT: No.
MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.

L
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