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O<llrlDJllt'IAL 
Press OODtereDOe I&M 
Held while the Prea14ent wu seated in hie aut~Ue, 

1D!De41ately after leavins the PresidenUal. Speci al Train 
at lqde Park Station, Bew York, 

1une 21, 1940, 9.40 A. M. E. D. S. T • 
• 'f". 

'mE PR!SIDll:tiT: They said, "What did you hurry ua tol'?" (Referr1ns to Miss 

Leha.Dd and Mr. Hopldns, seated in the ear w1 th the President, who had 

not known that the Press Conference was to be held.) 

Did Bill (Mr. Hassett) give you those? (Referrins to release which 

the Preas was then readins, as follows : ' -

"FOR 'IHE PRESS IMMEDtATE RELEASE PCDClHKJ!:EPS.D-1 Nl!W TO:Rit 
JUNE 21, 1940 

11STATE:.lENT BY THE PRESIDENI' 

"Our discussions have gpne forward in regard to action 
designed to adT8IIOe the eeonanic relationships in the western 
Hemisphere aJld to create new means and ba.aea or econanic eo­
operation among the American Republics. In some of its essen­
tial features, this program or cooperative economic action by 
the American Republica and possibly by other countries is beins 
undertakan in response to new -- but, we hope, temporary -- de­
Telopments in internAtional relations• It is not intended to 
replace the program or reciprocal trade agresments which hal 
been steadfastly pursued by the Government of the United States. 
\1e continue to belieTe that the basic priDCiples or that pro­
gram otter the most ettectin basis fw: mutually beneficial 
economic relations amons nations, and we are determined to work, 
as circumstaDCes permit, for their fullest possible application. 

"The program of action now beins fonaalated involves a 
proposal, which is beins placed before the American GoverXIIIIIII1ta 
tor their consideration, to create by mutual agreement an appro­
priate inter-American organization for dealing w1 th certain 
basic problems or their trade relations, includiDS an effective 
system of joint marketins or the important staple exports or the 
American Republics. We intend also to proceed pr0111ptly and 
rtgorously thrOUgh meny existing agencies to deal with various 
immediate difficulties now facing some American Republics. Ap­
propriate legislative proposals necessary to make possible 
certain of the operations in connection with the projected pro-
gl;'SJII will be submitted to the Congress in due course. ' 

"These masures are a part of a program of economic defense 
designed to supplement our military defense program. 'lhl!f" are 
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intended u a turtMr satesuard tor the peace at this Bt11111a­
phere and u a 11111111.118 at proteot1q our eo01101111 and t he eoOD­
c.iee at the other Amer1oll.ll Republ1oe tl'OIIl the reperou.esiou 
ot the disturbed international situation.•) 

'Diat is juet a statement about the eoonomS.o th1q on the Am8rioe.n 

Republ1011 report made and that ill t he 11\11111181'7 o:r it. It i ll not Tery loq. 

'lbe actual report ie about three page11. I think t he onJ.y important thing 

to add to it that isn ' t br ought out clearl)-in the wey this wu INIIllllllrized 

is that 1n the second paragraph, "an ettective system ot joint marketill8 

, ot the important staple exports ot the American Republics ." 'Diat means , 

obviously, a joint marketing of those important staples out11ide of the 

Ameri can Continent. But , untortunately, there are so111111 people that are 

crooked enough to say that this.-means the imDediate importation o:r the 

whole ArganUne beef crop ll.lld_ s i milar things: Well, of course, it does 

not. It means that we pool staple crops which we grow in co111110n and get 

t hem ott this continent. 

~ Mr. President , can you give us anything on the mechanism by which this 

would be accomplished? 'lhat is, the corporate mechanism or it it 1101.1ld 

be done --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing): Yes . Probably , I should say offhand, some 

corporate mechanism, with representation in that :from the different 

countri es affected. 'lhat is a thing that is too early to f!P into detail 

because we would haTe to wa1 t until this conference is over, In other 

words, if you, for ex8J11Ple, had a series of corpor a tions , each one deal-

ing w1 th a specitic staple commodity, or it might be one corporation 

w1 th subdivisions, each one of them deali ng w1 th a specific coomodi ty. 

'Diat is a thing I don ' t know yet, 

~ Mr. President , you speak in here of Tarious 1omed1ate difficulties now 

facing some Ameri can Republi ca , Could you elabor ate a little on that? 

' 
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'1BI Plll!SID!Ill': Well, in the last six montha the exports at meat troll the 

Argentine, Par~ and Brazil to Dlrops haYS tallen a ·yery large pel'-

.. centage. The export ot cottee trom Brazil to ~e hall tallen. When 

I say "a very large percentage", in most ot those cases it is more t han 

hal1' . And, the S9JIIII way, beet t r om the Argentine end wheat trom the 

Argentine - - and cotton trom the Un1 ted States. 

Q. . Is it too early yet to say, Mr. President , what the paid-iD capital or this 

corporation or corporations might be? We bav e had f i gures ot a bi llion 

and t hen, also , two billion. 

'mE HtE9IDENT: Oh, no; nothing like that. You see , you can add w1 th a cor-

porat1on - - you oan ordi narily add enywhere from Uve to ten times as 

ruch volume ot business as you have in your capital structure. And the 
I 

total amou.nts at all or these crops I don ' t suppose runs more than two 

billi on dollars all told • 

Q. 'Two billion, did you say? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: That i s just as a _guess. That i s a very rwgh guess. 

MR. HOPKINS : It i s just over a billion outside of the United States and, 

including us, it gets up - - -

'lEE PRESIDENT (interposing) Counti ng cotton it is under two billion. 

Q. Mr. President, i s the South Amsricen debt problem to come i nto this picture 

at all - - their bonds? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: I doubt it. I doubt it. Except , of course , it may be dia-

cussed tor the simple reason that most or those countries would like to 

clean it up. One or their chief desires in settl~ng the old debts --

which are not rrom government to government rut government to private 

individuals - - is, .in making the settlement , to bave the money paid 

spent in the country that owes t he money, end there ~s rather derin1 te 

prC?~ess being made along that line. 



• 
~ I take it, Ml'. Prellident, that !lD:J' capital involTed in this plan 1101114 be 

Uni tad States oapi tal? 

mE PRESIDENT: Oh., no, Oh, no. E'lerybody 1s · OOm1D8 i n. 

Q. HaTe they ~t it? 

mE PRESIDENT: Yes. It is not a very large amount. 

Q. (Mr. Belair) Ur, President, don't look now, but Mr. Landon s~s your ap.. 

pointing ot those two Republicans to ycur Cabinet means you w:>n•t run a 

third term. (Laugllter) Air! comment? 

'mE PRESIDENT: I saw all ldnds at th.ings -- all kinds of th1D8S -- this 

morning. If I started commenting on one, I ' d have to comment on I don't 

know how many different th1D8S because I think the only comment I can 

make is what I was th1nkiD8 last night after I went to bed -- and a good 

IIl8liY other people were thinldng, too -- and that was some sort of a 

difference between different ldnds of people who really, honestly do 

think in terms of their patriotic motives and people who think in terms 

of partisan motives when a very difficult time is on. Further than that 

deponent saith not. 

Q. Can you say, Mr. President, whether those appointments yesterday just 

about comple te your Cabinet appointment plans? 

'mE PRESIDENT: As far as I know. 

Q. Does that statement answer the general charge that you are creating a war 

party and a war cabinet? 

'IHE PRESID:ENT:- I think from what I said I could doubt it very easily, and 

also wha t I wrote yesterday. 

Q. Did you happen to read an editorial in 'l\1esday's St. Louis Star-Times on 

' your defense program? 

mE FRESIDmT: No. 

Q. Sentiment in the Middle West, 

.. 
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'l!m HU!SIDJHT: Do you 111811.11 to say the edi torie.l wri tera asw.ed to apeak tor 

sentiment in the Ml.ddle West? (Laughter) 

Q. ihere se-d to be a controversy up there as to who was speaking tor tbem. 

(Laughter) 

Q. (Mr. Durno' I think we have done better than Wt:~ usually do at 8 . 30. (R~ 

terr1ng to E. s. T. ) 

'lHE PRliSIDENT: I think, George, you are looking extraordinarily we},l. this 

morning. 

Q. (Mr. Durno) I do, too. I planned it this way. (Laughter) 

'mE PRESIDENT: It takes intestinal forti tude. 

Q. ~~. President, do you plan to stay the week end, if possible? 

mE FRESID:ENT: Yes. I hope not to go back until Sunday. I don't know, ot 

course. I am always subject to call -- I never can tell. 'lhe old train 

will be spotted up there in Albany or Tr.oy and ready to cane down here in 

an hour and a halt. 

Q. Haven' t any local plan.s -- dedication or anything of' that sort? 

'IRE Plill>IDmT: No. 

Q. Anything new on the Vanderbilt property? 

mE PRFSIDmT: I think it is all done. 

Q. It i s except, apparently, the deed has not been passed, I don't think. Has 

it? 

mE PRESIDENT: I haven' t checked. rthink it has but I em not dead eure. 

Q. At any rate, there i sn't anything to prevent it? 

'IKE PRESIDENT: As far as I know, there isn' t anything to prevent it. 

Q. Has the appropriation anything to do with the pr~osition? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: · I think the deed has been cleared. Whether it has been r~ 

corded or not , I don 1 t know. Better ask the County Clerk • 

Is tbere ·anything in line tor announcement concerning Mr. Forrestal ot Dillon 

• 
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Read, Wb.o wu a oaller a t the White House not 10 lODB agof 

m:B l'RESID!NT: Not yet. You ban got plenty ot news today. 

16M -S591 

~ Do you expaot to see Colonel Stimson or Colon.el Knox whil e here, Mr. Prea:Ldtlnt 

'1m! PRJ!SimNr: No. '!'her wiU be down juet as soon as oont11'11111d. 

Mlss LeHand says she 1s hUl:lgr')'. 

~ 'l'henk you, !.!r. Pres1dent. 

mE PRESIDDIT: Otherwise, I don ' t th11Jk there will be anyth1Da. 

I will let you laiow. 

• 

.. 

It there is , 
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CCfiPIDl!NTIAL 
Press Conference #6~5, 
Executive Offices or the White House, 
~une 25, 1940, 4.12 P. M. 

'IRE PRESIDENT: Well , how is everything? -

592 

~ 'nle throne (indicating the chair usual1y occupied by Mr. Earl Godwin) is 

unoccupied today, I guess. 

~ Mr. President, I have been asked to give you this as a present. I do not 

know whether it will be or practical use to you or not. 

'IRE. PRESIDENT: Good -- Gracie Allen -- that is all right. 

Q. Read t he first page - not the introduction but the first page. 

'lHE PRESIDENT: All right. I wiso Gracie would put her name in it tor me. 

Q Her publisher brought it . Read just the first page -- not the introduction 

but the next • 

(The President was reading) 

That is the introduction, isn' t it? There it is (indicating) . 

'lHE PRESIDENT: That is a new one -- "stujent." (Laughing) That is perfect. 

"A complete nut." It is all right. I like them that way. 

~ I will tell the publisher to get her to write her name in it . 

THE PRESIDENT: I know a lot of nuts but they are not complete nuts . 

~ Yes, it takeS' a complete one· to be good. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing I have : got is worked out this morning, 

the complete pl ans tor the training of candidates tor line officer com­

missions in the Naval Reserve. Steve (Mr. Early) will give you a mimeo-

graph on this afterwards. 

Roughly 1 , it will mean the enUstmen t oftJ5 , 000 young men who have 

had a minimum of two .years of college education and -- to go into the 

I 
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Naval Reserve and be g1 ven, this BWIIIIBl' and fall , a month of training 

at sea, similar to the routine used through the RO'ro boys a good lll8Jly 

years, At the end ot this training crui se ot a month, conducted on a 

competitive basis , selected candidates will become eli gi ble for en ap-

pointment in the Navt as Naval Reserve Midshipmen. Thereupon, upon such 

appointment, they would be eligible to take a further course or three 

months' special instructions on shore, leading to qualifications for 

commissions as ensigns in the Volunteer Reserve for general line duty, 

These midshipmen, during their three months' course, would receive the 

same pay and allowances as midshipmen at the Naval Acadell\Y and the 

three-months ' special course after the cruise could, of course, be de-

ferred if the young man had to go back and fin.ish college. He could take 

it ·next spring or, in the event of national emergency, leave college and 

take it then, In other words, it doesn't have to follow, of necessity , 

after the training cruise. 

We are making available three battleships in the Atlantic for this 

crui se. It will begi n about the middle of July and run different classes 

of them until the middle of January next. They would be given a r egular 

training in gunnery, navigation, eng1neering, comm,nioations, standing 

watch a nd so forth, and they will be paid their railway fare and get free 

board and lodging , together with. food , with their necessary uniforms, 

books and equ1pmen t . They would not rece1 ve regular pay on this cruise, 

not until they were welacted to be midshipmen and took the 90-day shore 

course , 

The first 90-day course for the first batch who finish the month• s 

cruis e would be conducted on the USS ILLINOIS at New York, starting about 

the middle of August and, in case the number of applicants for this in­

struction exceeds the capacity of the ILLINOis ; we would give further 

. . 
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1natruot1on, t1rst i n the Chicago area, second in the Cali fornia area 

lllld fourth (third) in t he Gul1' Coast , the New Orleans ·area. 

Also, next February we will have room at the NaTal .A:cadq" because 

ot the graduation or the class of 1941 in February. We will baTe room 

tor 500 Naval Reserve midshipmen for the three-months ' course there. 

Tbos'e who graduate from this 90-dey course will be g1 ven collllllissions 

as ensigns , Volunteer Naval Reserve, and , or course , then will be eligible 

for- - as long as we have a l imited national emergency -- for service on 

active duty in the fleet , with full pay and allowances , jus t like the 

ffi11I1Y Reservists who are now already on active duty. 

They have to be .~rican born, nineteen to twenty- six years old, 

and they have to be Ulliiiarl'ied. They have to present abstracts of college 

records aDd recommendations from responsible citizens. If they are under 

twenty- one, they have to get t he consent of their legal guardian 8lld the 

physical requirements are the same as those for l~aval AcadeJIIY graduates. 

Applicants may begin on Friday, .Tune twenty- eighth, three days from 

now, and epply at head~uarters in any Naval District or Naval Reserve 

Unit or NaVY Recruiting Station nearest home to !lllllce out t heir application 

forme and take the physical e::camination. 

Well , that is ab~t all there i s to it. Steve (Mr. Early) will give 

you the same thing, mimeographed. 

~ Isn ' t tha t substantially the same program as you started in 1917? 

THE PRESIDENT: Practically the same thing, yes. 

~ Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the movement of the Fleet from 

Hawa117 

'!BE PRESIDENT: No. No news. 

Q. Is there any thought being given to establishing a South American Squadron 

of the Fleet? 

'lHE F!USIDENT : Not that . I know of . 
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Q. 'lhere baa been some draft leg1alat1on introduced on the Hill. Would you 

care to say e.n;rth1118 about the advisability of that step at this time? 

'IRE .PRESIDEm': I do not think that I can say e.n;rth1118 more on it than that 

it is in the study stage and, of course, on various lines of it we are 

moving ahead, like on this trainill8 course for officer materi al in the 

Navy. But, on the gener al subject, we· are still study1Jl8 it. 

Q 'l'hall.k: you. .. 
Q. Mr. President, there seems to be a little contusion about t hi s Fleet move-

ment. Secretary Hull, in his Press Conference at ~2. 30, was asked about 

the matter and he said that at that hour the St ate Department's information 

was that the Fleet was still in Hawaiian water. 

'IBE PRESIDENT: Well, t here is no news at the Wb1te House. (Laughter) 

Q '!be story is being carried that Secretary Perldns is resign1Jl8, effect1 ve 

July 1 . Is that correct? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: Oh, I have been reading that for almost every first at J\1ly 

si nce 1933. I guess it falls into t he same category as the previous 

stori es . 

Q. Is the Postmaster General going to resign? 

'mE PRESIDENT: No. I had not even beard that one. (Laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, i s there anythi ng you would like to say on Governor Stassen' s 

speech l ast night? 

'IBE PRESIDENT: 'lot on the record. (Laughter) 

Q Thank you. 

'lEE PRESI DENT: No, I 1Yish -- this i s off the record and just between us 

somebody gave me an excerpt from a story written by a very good friend 

of ours , an old friend of ours. I have not read the speech -- I wi sh 

everybody in the country would read it, though, and see whether t hey 

interpret the speech the wey Ray Clapper did . I would r eally like to 
' 
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have a cross section to see whether the country -· don't write all this 

stuff down, this is off the record --

Q. ( interposi~~g) SOIII8times you put it back on. 

THE PRESIDENT: -- to see whether the country as a whole , on reading t he speech, 

agrees with Ray's interpretation because I think it i s a joy. It says 

thiS: "Ray Clapper says in his column tO'day, 'Governor Stassen _pointed 

~~ out the challenge of the hour called for the Republican Part y to rise 

above narrow partisanship. 1 Be goes on and says , 'Governor Stassen was 

not merely stringing words together when he said it fs the duty of the 

Republican Party to place the future of this country above all other con­

siderations, j,ncl uding the- desire to win.'" 

Well, all I can say is that if Ray is right, it is the most extra-

ordinary event in American politics in the last 150 years. 

Q. Mr. Presi dent, doesn't Governor Al Smith have a word for that? 

'lllE PRESID:ENT: I think he had several words for it . 

Q. Would you reconsider your construction that that should be off the record? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no; that is off the record. (Laughter) In other words, 

that is talking about a mEmber of the family and we do not do that on the 

record. 

Q. Are you ready, 1~. President, to announce any more Executive Assistants, 

or r ather , Administrative Assistants? 

THE PRESIDENl': Not yet. 

Q Would it be desirable for 'the national defense, in your opinion, that the 

1917 statute, which prevented your carrying out of this torpedo boat 

thing, would be repealed? 

mE PRESIDENT: You do not mean torpedo boat , you mean motor launches. It is 

an entirely different thing • 

Well, of course, that is a matter of opinion. It seEmS to me it 
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would han been a demned good deal., from the point of Yin ot uat10llal 

defen.se , to put through. Obviously. In other words, illatead of getting 

these twenty small boats in the course of this 8UIIIIlAir, w1 th an inadequate 

torpedo, of which we have very few, by delaying the d~veries a few 

months, we wtiUld g et a uuch better boat w1 th a standard torpedo. Well , 

there, of course, it is always a question of j udgment. I think, from the 

point of view of the Navy and national defen.se , it would have been a 

damned good trade. 

Q. Do you think any of the officer~ of the Navy might try to bring the Seooto 

and House Committees around to that poi nt of view? 

TEE PRESIDENT: I do not know . It is just e. matter of COIIJIIIOn sense, I shoUld 

say. As you know, I am supposed to be a pretty good horse trader. 

Q. Mr. President , what progress is being made on the inter-American economic 

development - - coop eration? 

'mE P!mSIDENT: You mean on- t his 

Q. (Interposing) The program you spoke about last week. 

TEE PRESIDENI': The program I talked about on Friday up at Hyde Park? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

TEE PRESIDENT: Well, they a re going ahead with it . I talked this morning 
t 

w1 th the Secretary of Agriculture an.d Milo Perkins about it. I suppose 

we will have something in the course of the next week or two on it that 

is fairly definite. 

Q. You are not going to extend the stamp plan to South /UDerica, _ Mr. President? 
, 

(Laughter) 

, Q. Have you bad any reports from Knudsen on the progress of procurement plan-

ning you can tell us about? 

TEE PRESIDENT: Not since I saw him last Thursday. He seemed satisfied we 

are making pretty good progress -- he did then. 

I 
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Q. Ia there eJ11 possibility this GoTel'J1111811t misht w1tb4raw ita recognition or 

the !'ranch OoTerDiliCit at Bordeaux? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: I have not heard ~U~.Ything about 1 t, one wq or the other. 
Q Will 8JJ::f consideration be given to recognizing the French 'Government that 

has not surrendered? 

THE PRESIDENT: Same thing; I have not heard SJ~Ything about it . 

Q. Are you planning to ask for an expanded health program as part of the 
national defense plan? 

'niE PRESIDl!Nl': No. No. On t he question of health -- in other words, you put 
it the wrong wa:y . 

Q All right; you put it right. 

'mE PRESID»>T: It is still, again, in the s tudy stage. VIe are making national 
defense plans that relate t o health and education . Well , I always 
remember, for example , in the World 'Jar there were a number of coDJDUnities 
that suddenly doubled, tripled or quadrupl ed in population. In other ., 
words, new munition plants were put up in these eXisting communities and 
workmen moved in there, in many cases w1 th their families -- wife and 
number of children - - and the Government want ahead , because t hi s thing 
had not been sufficiently planned for, and put up houses for these people 
to live in, and sort of trusted to the comm•nity and God for the necessary 
health and educational facilities. Well , in some cases the communities, 
because they were fairly large, were able to provid e those faciliti es and, 
in other cases, t he community did not, and there was a great deal of 
troubl e. There were not enough schools to take care of the children and 

the additional population and, in the same way , there were not enough 
hospital facilities to take care of the additional population. 

So we are studying the best wey of setting up -- I won ' t call it a 
f program, but a plan which could, be put into effect in case of need, by 

, 

~----------------~___:::o;;~ __ .. i:::;;;l 



• 

#655 - 8 

599 
which, where ther e were any new plant s or IDIOVeDIIInta or populat i on f rom 

one pl ace t o anot her, we would be able to take care or t he healt h of t he 

people who come into those new places and, at the same time, take care 

ot the educati on of the children bel onging to those people. 

'"""' Then, ot course, the~e i s a further st ep on the health end of it, 

which is the su.rveying and the working out of a plan in case t here should 
I 

be an epi demic of large proport ions. We all know that in the hi story ot 
~ 

cF . things wars that cover very large areas are often followed by epidemics 
• 

ot one kind or another, With the help of the three medical Services or 
the Government - - Public Health, the Army Medical and the NaVY Med.i cal 

and w1 th the hel p of the American Medical Associ ation and , I suppose , 

other groups of doctors and hospitals, we are working out a complete 

survey of the facili ties and needs and ways of meeting t hem to t ake care 

of anything like a general epi demic in better shape than we were able to 

take care of the flu epidemic in 1918 , because we made practically no 

preparations for that flu epidemic , 

~ AD:y i deas of a pe=ent tax program, now that the Tax Bill has been signed? 

'mE PRESIDE2fl': Vlhe.t? 

~ Any infor mation on a permanent tax program? 

'1IIE PRESID:ENT: I do not think there is anything on th:<t . I have signed the ·. 

Tax Bill. 

Q. 'lbere won' t be anything further? 

'lJ!E PRESIDENT: There won't be o.nytbing further until I talk to some of the 

people next week, when they get back. 

Q. Can you tell us about your conference yesterday w1 th Mayor LaGuardia? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Y/e talked about everything, including the kitchen stove . 

'1, All:! possib1li ty tba t i.lr . LaGuardia might appear ultimately i n your Cabinet? 

'1HE PRE3IDENT: We did not t alk about tha t (laughter) so that is an excepti on. 

Q. 'lba.nk you, !Ar. President , 

.. . , 
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MR. DONA.I.DSONa All in. 

600 

.. 

'mE PRE3IDENT: ' I am sorry to be late this morning but I tried to get downstairs 

and the elevator was not world.ng. Somebody had turned the power ott and 

I hope it is not a connotation of what happened in Philadelphia last 

night (referring to the nomination of Wendell Willkie by the Republican 

CoDVention at Philadelphia) . (Laughter) 

Another step in' the defense program: Donald M. llelson ha.s been ap-

pointed Coordinator of National Defense Purclw.ses . In association with 

the }htional Defense Advisory Comnission, he will be responsible for 

coordinating ell purchases of various Government agencies that may be 

involved in the defense program. 

And then Steve (Mr. Early) has outside for you a page and a half 

rele{lse showing the various details of this purchasing coordination. 

So, wha t else? I have asked Dan Tobin to be an Administra tive 

Assistant and he is coming down Sunday afternoon t o ta.lk it over w1 th me. 

I think t hat i s all. 
. 

Q. \'fill !Lr. Tobin be in charge of 8llY specific functions in ca se he !iCCepts? 

niE PR:CSIDElfT: No, no; general handy man. 

Somebody will probably ask the question: We had this meeting yes-

terday of the four Cabinet officers who have been working in their 

departments on t he economic problem of the American Republics. We made 

further progress yesterday and I have asked -- I have not actually asked 

him yet , I am going to in a few minutes -- Jim Forrestal to act as TfiY 

legs and ears on the coordinating of this particular program - - just for me. 

I thin)c t hat is all I have got . 
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Q. Mr. President, 8.J1Y i ndi cation ot when that may be ready tor submission to 

the American Republi cs? 

~ PRESIDENT: Well , we are working on 1 t very hard. I cannot g1 ve you any 

specifi c time or speoificati one on it. We are making good progress. 

Q. On that , there have been some reports that the orig1J;lal corporation idea 

has been abandoned. Anything in that? 

THE PRESIDENI' : Well -- still haven't got to it yet. I do not think so. You 

would have to have some corporate entity to handl e it. 

Q. Along that line, it is also reported that t here may be several corporations 

to deal with different commOdities such as wheat and coffee? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: 1'/ell , that is a n:att er of pure detail tharis not the least 

bit important. That is n:achinery. Nobody knows. It is a 1m tter of 

convenience more than anything else. 

Q. Do you have any preliminary reactions from the other governments in a very 

general way a s to their idea of this thing? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would say very ge9-eral interest . 

Q. Coul d you give us anything a s to the r aw materials which may be in~ed 

besides agricultural products ? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: Everything. 

Q. Everything? 

mE PIDSIDENT: Agricultural and mineral and vegetable and animal. 

Q ~x. President, in the absence of May Craig, coul d I ask if you would like to 

discuss politics this mor)!ing'l' 

'IHE PRE8IDENT: I do not think so. I have been very busy on other things. 

Q. Did you have any thought of getting in touch with Mr. Vlillkie on a common 

approach to forei gn .affairs? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: No. I would be very glad to talk to him if he wants to talk 

aboot it, naturally. 

-.. 
•', 
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Q. I s there any news or the Fleet movement yet? 

'Jim PRESIDENT: or what? 

Q. '!he Fleet movement? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no news at" all. (Laughter) 

Q. When might we expect some news on the Fleet, Mr. President? 

mE PRE3IDENT: I do not know. 
)·· 

Q. Have you any idea of where it is? (Laughter) 

mE PRESIDENI': Well , 1f you mean by latitude and longitude, no. 

#6e6 - 3 
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Q. Would you 8P so far as to say, Mr. President, that it is still in the 

Pacific Ocean? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you know we have been working on -- we have li.een working 

to see it we could oot develop lots of wings and put them on battleships 

so that they·would be able to fly across the Continent just the same way 

we have been working on the beautiful suggestion that came from out of 

Colorado that we dig a tunnel through the Rocky Mountains so we could ship 

the Fleet from ocean to ocean. 

Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate using the powers referred to in your 

Proclamation of yesterday to take vessels or to detain such vessels as 

the NORMANDIE in American wa ters? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I think the way to expl ain that is merely the fact that 

under t Qat Proclamation any foreign flag ship that there is any question 

about would be held for clearance by 1/ashington. It makes it easier for 

the different local people in different harbors. It enables them to hold 

the ship, if there is any question, until they get some kind of clearance 

from Washington, and that is the only objective, really, of the Proclama-

tion. Each case is determined on its Ol'tn mer! ts. 

Q Mr. President, I notice that the Espionage Act, under which the Proclamation 

was issued, begins ''Whenever the President by Proclamation or Executive 
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Order decl ares a natio:oal -ergensy to enst, he has such 8Dd such powers." 

Has that tindins been made? 

'lHE PlUSl DENT: 1 don' t know. You had better ask the Attorney Gener al. All I 

got was clearance trom the Attorney General. I do not know the details . 

Q (Mr. Belair) He sin' t talkins. (Laughter) 

Q Mr. Presi dent, reports persist around the War Department that the ~ is 

drat'ting a new request tor au thorhations and tuDds that might ruu into 

very large figures . Bas such a program been brought to your attention? 

THE PRESIDENT: Vlell, I think t he only way to explain that is this: that 'llhen 

new production facilities are created, it is cheaper in the long·run to 

give a sufficiently large order to keep them going, at least tor a while. 

That i s the thing that is being determined at the present time, whether 

1n some particular t1elds of procurement, or producti on, it would not 

really save us money it we increased the or ders now so as to give assurance 

to industry, on the pl811Ding end, tha t they, at least._ will get part Of 

their money back through a larger order, so that they take less risk of 

making a pretty heavy loss. 

Ncm, that may inv~lve a request for additional appropriations for 

these particular things that may be involved in it, with the feeling that 

it will pay to do it in the long run. 

Q Figures have been mentioned in that connection that run into the billions 

of dollars, sir. Do you think it will run --

mE PRE3IDliNT (interposing) : I have no idea from preliminary studies on it. 

It might -- well, just for EmUDple, on airplanes it migllt mean actually 

ordering more planes than we have got appropriations tor at the present 

time, working toward the objective ot 50 1 000 even though it did not reach 
(!' 

the 'llhole 50, 000. It i s a .matter of studx as to ho;rt many more we ought 

to order, and good business principles in order to break even. 

' 

I 
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~ Does the plan far coordination of purohues extend to the purohuea ot 

American and foreign governments, or is it only our own? 

'!HE PR.l!SIDl!NTs I think it 1a only our own. 

Q Mr. President, you said' the other day --

'!HE PRESIDmT (interposing): Well, of course actually it does work in because 

on the foreign government purchases, that clears through the 'D:'eaaury and 

the Procurement Officer of the 'D:'easury coordinates that w1 th this Co-

ordinator. 

Q Mr •. President, have you got anything to se:r on the cooperation of i:pdustl"T 

in expanding our defense program? 
• 

'IRE PRESIDENT: All .I can say is t hat yesterday, at the Councn meeting, eve17'-

body seemed to be extrernely happy end to be making e:xtrEllllely good progress 

and they were very well satisfied w1 th t he way industry is coming forward. 

Q . How is your Hyde Park Library coming, sir? Are you going to d&dicate it on 

the Fourth of July? 

'IRE PRJ!SIDENT: No. llo. 'Ihe dedication of that - - this is not the time to 

dedicate. The dedication will be deferred until next spring when we are 
., 

hoping to bav~ the exhibits in place and to admit the public. You see, 

today it is just an empty building. But we may , on the Fourth of July, 

have the legal procedure of turning it over to the GovernmEIIlt from the 

Corporation. I won't go into any more details because it is a good story 

for later on. 

Q We could use 1 t up there. 

Q Have you authorized the National Defense Council to take over the new Sooial 

Security Board building and the Railroad Retirement Board building? 

'lEE PRES'IDENT: Oh, yes; yes. In other ·,words, we have asked the Social Security 

and what 1s the other one? 

Q Railroad Retir.S!Jlent. 
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'mE PRliSIIIIZfl': Ra1l.ro81 Retiram&nt to at&7 1n Baltimore aDd not man 1nto 

Washington because we need their space. 

~ We did not get the answer back here to that question on authorization. Haa 

a atate ot national emergencr been declared? , 

'l'fiE PRI!SID.l!NT: I told Felix (Mr. Belair ) he would han to ask the Attorn&T 

General. 

Q. Thank rou, Mr . President. 

'IHE PRESIDENT: And Felix sars the Attorner General. won't sar SD7thing, so I 

don 1 t know. (Laughter) 

~ '!bank you , Mr. Presi dent . 

Q. (Mr. Belair) I tried him. 

'lBE PRESIDI!Nr: '!bat is a new one on me • 

• 

• • 
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