
COlO'llJEN'liAL 
Preee CODter -e #6S7 
Executive otr1oes ot the White Hause, 
July 2, 1940, 4.15 P. M. 

'mE PRESIIENT: Where wer e you the last time? 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) I was a t Ph1ladal.ph1a -- r emember that? (Laught er) 

mE FRE3:rm:NT: Oh, yes. 

Q. What tor? 

001 

THE PRESIDENT: Some people went to Ph1ladal.ph1a and got back FridST morning • 
tor the Press Conference? 

Q. Well , then, .they didn' t do thei r duty. 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) I had to go to Atlantic City. 

THE PRESIDENT: Had to go? 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Yes. 

'!HE PRESIDENT: I see. What assignment did you have there? 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Meet my wife. 

~ That is a "must" assi_gnm.ent . 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I think ill French the word "assignm.ant" and the word "assignati 

are the same . (Laughter) 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Don' t look at me. (Laughter) Don' t look at me . 

Q. Mr. President - -

'mE PRESIDENT (interposing) 1 I am just l'WD1nnt1ng -- just !,UJI!1nsting. (Laught er) 
Q. (Mr. Belair) It is a good word tor it. 

'lHE PRESIDENT: It is a good name. It is a good name. In Greek they have a 
w r d tor it . 

' Q. Yes. .... . -. 
> MR. DONALDSON : All in. 

'lliE PRESIDENT: I have got very 11 ttle news . I a1gned today H. R. 9850 • 

• 
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S'"e (Ill'. l'arlT) - 7011 uedJl't tab thil all don - S'"e bal aft 1t 

tor 7o.l outs1de. It 11 a bill to provide lepl authori t., (reading) 

•tor the control ot exports from the United Stat .. ot IIIW11tiou, 
materials , end llll!.chiner:r eaaantial to our national deten~e. A 
proclamation i1eued under this authorit., --• 

which I also 111aued tiYe minutes later, 

w __ sets up the controls considered necessary at th1s time. 

W'Jhe i tema and materials listed in the proclamation !A­
elude certain strategic· materials as 'lrell aa semi-finished 
producta aDd machine tools ot which there are actual or 
prospectiYe shortages as a result ot the National Detenae .. program. 

W'Jhe Materials and Production Divisions of the National 
Defense AdYisory Commission are collaborating with the ~n­
istrator ot Export Control in the determination of the items 
to be controlled and the extent and character ot the controls 
to be exercised. 

mwhile t he control of exports is primarily a nAtional 
defense matter, the Department or· State provides the machinery 
tor the actual issue of licenses under which any controlled 
items are released tor export .• 

In other wordJ, all these items -- the export ot them -- i s not forbidden 

but hereafter they have to be licensed. 

And I also signed and issued the following Military Order: 

"The administration of section 6 of the act of Congress 
entitled 'An Act t o expedite the strensthening ot the national 
defense' approved July 2, 1940, i s essentially a military 
function, and by virtue of the author1 ty vested in me •as 
President of the United States and as Commander-in- Chiet af 
the A.r1J:rT and NaYy ot the United States, I hereby designate 
L1euteii8Jlt Colonel Russell L, Muwell, U. s . Arar:J, Adm1n1etra­
t 'ar ot Export Control to administer the provisions ot the said 
section under the direction and supervision of t he President 
as Commander-in- Chief ot the Arar:J and NaV'1 ot the United States.• 

And then follows a copy ot the Proclamation, with a whole lons list--

a page and a halt -- ot items, most of which will mean nothing to you at 

~ Mr. President --

'IHE PRESIDENT (interposing): Don't ask; me what d1metbylan1l1n.e is because I 

do not know. What were you going to say? 

-
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~ Mr-. Preai4ct, will the •Oba.mp• accept Mr-. Willk1e' a ohallace7 

mB PRBSIDEN'l': What'l (Laughter) I 414n't get that. 

~ l.lle sa14, "Will the ' Champ • accept l&r. W1llk1e's ohall enp'?• 

'1HE PRmiDllm's I don't know what he is ta.l.k1ng about. (I,.ngbter) 

~ Mr. President, Yr. WeDdell Willk1e sa14 a 4~ or two ago t hat in the 

November election he would like to meet the Champ. '!be word, the term 

"Champ" being taken generally to indicate you. Will he be accOIIIIIOdated'? 

THE PRRSIDl!NT: I don't know -- I hadn't rNd it. (Laughter) 

~ Mr. President, there was a champion once named .John L. Sullivan who, on be-

ing interviewed about his chances, said , "All I need to lick that guy is 

a shave and a haircut," and, 11' I am not mistaken, you got a good haircut 

just now. (Laughter) 

mE Fm!SIDENT: I also wish you would say something about IllY shave. (Laughter) 

~ Those are symbolical possibili ties • 

~ Mr. President , getting back to H. R. 98501 I believe there was a provision 

'\..there to enable you to suspend the 40-hour week tor employees and others 

engaged in production tor military use. Any prospect ot action on that 

eoon'? 

'lHE PRJiSIDENT: I thought I bad that power before'? 

~ I know; i t is in this bill also. 

THE PRESIDENT: No. You see , the whole point on all this is this : I have had, 

oh, a number of people trom the ~ and a number ot people from the Navy 

and they bave said , "We cannot get enough mecha.nic 11 in the Navy Yard or 

an arsenal. Please let us work 48 hours a week -- two shifts . " 

I said , "!J:sten, th.e general policy tor arsenals and nsvy yerda is 

the same policy for industry and that is a 40 or 42-hour week." Some 

trades are 42, most ot them are 40. I said , "You come back to me it and 

when you Arm:! and NaV?' people,. plus .industry, have e;s,similatsd the people 



• 

• 

• 

• 

liM-' 
004 

trca the uneJIIIl OJIUIIlt rolls aD4 t alk to me again, i t • • need U then.• 

It 1a a nry pr aot.lcal t hillg. 

Alld , inci dentally, I held out a baH to them. I told them t bat it we 

could san a billion .or a billion and a hill ot unempl OJlllent pll)'lllllnta b:r . 

putt1118 those people to work t hat I might r eoomme:od t o Coll8ress t hat that 

money be used tor national defense. But i t i e up to them first to put 

them to work. 

Q Those instructions assume, do they ·not, the ava1lab1li ty ot aki lled labor 

on the relief rolls? 

'lEE .PRJ!SIDENI': Yes , and of course the law has always been - - tor i nstance , a 

' month ago in one of the Navy Yard.s they said they couldn' t find enough, 

locally, enough of one trade , rather speciali zed, highly skilled trade , 

and they advertised in the papers to see if they could get twanty- five or 

fifty men in this trade and nooody anmvered. Then they asked me to let 

them work fprty- eigbt hours in that trade, They said it was a bottleneck, 
. 

I took it up with two sources , one was the »Dploymant Service and the 

other was the International Union of this trade and we dug up the necess~ 

twenty- five or fifty people in two or three days. 

Of course, one reason for it 1s this: Well , I was tailing to Dan 

TObin the other day. I said, wnan, hasn't there been a great deal of 

shifting around since 1929 of peOple who had a trade and went somewhere 

else?" 

"Well ," he said, " fifteen minutes ago I was driving down here f rom 

the station in a t axicab and the t axi driver said, 'You are Mr. TObi n , 

aren ' t you? ' and I said , 'Yes.• He sai d, ' You know, I am a machinist 

and,' ho said, ' do you suppose I am really needed in this nati onal defense 

thing? I have. been dr1Till8 a taxicab her e in Washington for s i x or seven 

years. It I am needed in national defense as a machinist , I will go .'" 

, 
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A great JIIIID1' people -- I haTe up in the OOWltry, I haTe a looal 

painter, house ~ barn painter. Wellt he was once a meoh1n1at •. · He 1B 

ready to go back and become a mach1nist, if lie is needed. A great lll8lQ" 

people, because of the depression -- they were highl1 sldlled in one .. 
trade. or another -- have gone back into someth1ng else and what we are 

• .. .. .. • .... • 0 • 

trying to do is to get those people as we need them back into the trades 
' . ·· .. 

in which they were originall1 apprenticed and worked at in their 10Wlger 

deys. 

I ~not very nn:ch concerne<! about it 1et. Later on we may need 

longer hours but certainly not at the present time. We want to absorb 

and emplo1 a million unemplQ1ed. 

Q. Was it the Machinists ' Union, which 1ou spoke o:f, here, in re:rerence to the 

Navy Yard? 

THE PRESID:ENT: No • 

Q. Can you give us some comment on either the plat:form or t .he candidate put up 

by the Republicans? 

THE PRESIDmi': No, I do not th1nk: so. 

Q. Ei~her or both? 

THE PRESIDENI' : I have been working. 

Q Mr. President, in that connection, the Democratic Convention is two week:.s 

from yesterday. Is it to be expected that before that time there will be 

any statement whatever from you as to your availability :for this job? 

THE PRESIDENT: I run not even a minor prophet. 

Q. Have you any plans for the week b.eginning J'uly fifteenth? 

'lHE PRESIDEm': I ' rather expect to be down here that week end and probabzy 

down the Potomac and I will be at Hyde Park, I hope, this coming week 

Q. Will 10u be w1 thin reach of a telephone? 

'IHE PRESIDmi' : I do not think so. We haven't got a r adio telephone. 



• 

• 

• 

.. 

~ Can you she ua aJV' 1111'CIE'IIIlt1on conoerld.ng the na1t at Mr. 800118, the 

bSDker at ChiDat. I believe he had lunch w1 th you. 

'mE PRl!SID:EHI': I do not think so. It was a large part social . He 11 a TBrT 

old friend of mine end we talked about Tar1oua world affairs. 

Q. Mr •. President, from What you said , I take 1t Mr. Tobin accepted your ap­

pointment7 

THE PRESID!NT: No. The arrangement is this: Mr. Tobin feel~t he has a 

great deal of work to do 'llhich he can't Tery well leaTe permanentl7 but 

I think he is going to come dOWD here for about thirty days to do leg 

work end o«c! job worlc in this more or lese prelim1n.e.ry period -- help 

out in various things. But I doubt if he feels 'he c·en stay nn1ch longer 

than the thirty days. 

Q. Does this present split in organized labor threa t en t o impede the national 

defense program? I meen, from what you have already found? 

'lHE PBESID:!!NT: No. No. 

Q. Mr. President, will Mr. Tobin have t he s t atus of Administrative Assistant 

during that 30-day period? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I suppose that is as good a t1 tle as any. 

Q. Mr. President, the administr ation of this Embargo Bill in line with national 

defense, .will that b e a blanket embargo or a selective embargo? 
• 

'IHE PRESIDENT: It is not an embargo, it is a ltceneing system. 

Q. That includes scrap iron, Mr. President? 

'lHE PRESIDP.m': I do no t t hink it does . • 
Q. The last section authorizes an Executive Order to issue the embargo? 

mE PIUSIDENT: I do not think it includes_.scrap iron. I do not see it. I do 

not think so because the scrap iron situation in this country is pretty 

good . In fact, it is so good that when I asked the Advisory council to 

check up and see whether 1 t would be a good idea to han a pickup campaign 
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1a eTerr t01111 IID4 .,.7!1 h.ome 1a the United Stdes, tbq oheaked U onr 

pretty oaretull.)- IID4 they repOrted baok th.,- eaw DO need at it at the 

preeent time. 

~ Yr. Preeident I I would eay I from the Tiewpoint or the Ohineee Govel'DIIII!IDt 

,"he sorap iron situation.·is too good, 1sn1 t it? 

'lHE PRESIDmr: Oh, I do not think it makes DllOh ditterence one way or the 

other. I think -- I would have to say this orr the record -- I think 

that as a matter or practical tact, J apan has all the ecrap iron she 

needs, even it we out orr supplies from here. 

~ Mr. President, is there any development in the process at shifting etrategio 

defense industries toward the interior or the country? 

'mE FRE3IDENr: Yes . I think they are bearing that in mind all the time. It 

depends a l1 ttle bit, or course, on t he plant and the industry. Where 

there a re to be new plants located, we are going to try· to put them in 

the interior or the country, but where it is a question or adding a 10 or 

20 per cent addition t o an existing planT on the seaboard end not a sutti-

o1ent addition to warrant the setting up or a new plant , we will probably 

add to the plant whi ch is' already in existence. 

Q. Are Government funds being used to assist that? 

mE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes; in several ways. Sometimes it is pri>vate oapi tal 

wholly, sometimes it is part private and part Government and sometimes 

it is llholly Government oapi tal. 

Q. Mr. President, a r ew days ago you said you would be ready to tal.k--to Yr. 

Willkie . Have you invited him to come here? 

'mE PRESIDENT: Oh, you cannot make much or an episode out or that. I see 

some people who try to. You all know exactly what the in tuation i s . Juet 
}. 

as normal as anybody else coming to see me and that is all • 

~ Now that the Fleet is back - -
' ' 

'!HE FBESII11!21T (interposing): Who was it wrote themselves out on a limb on 

that? ( LauSb ter) Almost everybody. ( Laugbt er) 

.. 
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Q. (Ia'. 0od111n) What Willi the litlbt 

• 
mB FBJSIDElfl': 1b.e Fleet going to Pena!M • Did 7011 get ott on that too? 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) I don't cover the Fleet. (Laughter) 

Q. Is BJlyth1ng to be said to clear up the~m;rstery as to how this story 

origi,nated? . It was attributed first to the wives of NaTal officers? 

'IBE PRJ!SIDENT: Oh, nol Oh, nol J?on•t -- now, really, don' t pass it otf on 

innocent :irromen. You know where it originated. It originated where som&-

body thoogbt it was a good ne~story that might come true and 1t it had 

come true, the writer would hav& had a lot of kudos, only it just di:dn·•t 

happen to come true. So don ' t blame it on the wives. That is not done. 

(Laughter) 

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President • 

i 
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(The President took the members of the Press on a tou of inspection of the 
L1bra.ry) . 

'I1lE PRESIDENT: Thes~ are the · secretarial offices • • • •• This is the room ot 

the ArQhlvist in charge. This is where the head man will hold out • . . .. .. 
Q. Very Dice. 

THE :P.RESIDENT: And then there are the Secretaries ' rooms in there and then 

down below, directly under this, there is a series ot stenographic rooms 

and card index rooms and things like that • • • • • This next room is the 

Dutchess County Room. 

Q. It i s like a ship ' s deck. (Referring to the flooring) 

'1HE PRESIDmT: This is one of the exhibition rooms. Where is the Dutchess 

County representative? There you are. This will be the Hudson River 

R~ with everything that is to be displayed. 'lbe manuscripts, of course , 

will be kept over in t he speci al Stack Room. Don't you think that this 

will be Die a? 

Q. Yes. 

Q. Where is your room? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: We a re coming back to that , •••• 

'lben this i s the Naval Room for models and prints . Look, get them 

(the Press) all in here so they will all know it. 'lbat {indicating a bust) 

i s off the record . Nothing is to be said about it because the sculptor 

sent it up tor inspection and it has not been inspected yet and you might 

hurt his feelings it you mentioned it at all. 'lbey wanted to know if I 

would like to heve it boxed up today eo you would not see it. I said that 
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I trusted you ••••• This 1a the ma1n Exhibition Room 8ll4 it will haTe 

·pictures ot various kinds, paintings and also glaes oases to show Tarious 

t hings that have~een given to me by the prime ministers of foreilh 

governll1ents and things ot that ldnd which, ot course, I cannot accept as 

personal things -- they belong to the Government ••••• These cases here 

(indic.ating cases built in along the wall) are for all kinds ot small 

brio- a- brae , et cetera and so on, that have been given to me ••••• This 

(indicating the tar corner room) is the Study_ Room. 

Q. What for, research? 

THE PRESIDENT: Research, alld then there is another olie upstairs, above this. 

There is no particular reason for you to go upstairs, It is the third 

story and mostly open, It has two study rooms in it and' then the rest 

of it is open. That will be used as needed. 

Q. Where will the stacks be -- the files? 

'lHE PREsiDENT: Right across (indicating) ••••• 

The next room is the Index Room. This is the card index room, 

t he classification room ••••• You .can see in there, into the stacks 

right in there (indicating) . Go right in there. It goes up three 1'ull 

stories of stacks. ·Six million documents, between six and seven. 

Q How many books? 

'IRE PRESIDE!.~: Oh, I would say around 10,000. That is to say, the run of 

mine, the historical books, the books on government. That does not crunt 

the pamPlil.ets. 

Q I had an idea there were 40 , 000. 

THE PRESID»lT: l'lai t a minute, That does not count the pamphlets. It is 

always difficult to differentiate between a book and a pamphlet . There 

will be another 15 or 20 thousand pamphlets and that does not count the 

Naval 90l lection. There will be about 7 , 000 Naval books and _about 20,000 
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NaTal pamphlets - just u. s . Naval. so, you see, it Will t elce llll awtul 

long time to get those indi viduall:r catalogued. I Will be not untU next 

spring s om:et1me before we can open it up to the public • 

Then, ot course, on the manuscripts, the letters and documents -- I 

• . . 
don't know -- I suppose that may t ake tour or five :rears. o:r course, it 

will be a relatively small staff, only about three arch1 vista and three 

or tour stenographers and typists. 
,. 

~ What can you do, sir , with certain important Proclamations that 110uld have 

to st~n Washington? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, they do. They go right to the State Department . All the 

ori"ginal Proclamations go right to the State Department. 

Q Are you going to have a little study of your own? 

THE PRESIDENT: I will take you in there last. This (indicating) is the -B'tllil:k 

Room. It goes up three tull stories •• ••• 

And now we go (]ffer here. Bill Moore, where are you? Bill, take 

t hem down and show them through there. 

(Mr. Moore took the correspondents down to the lower floor where he showed 
them en ice yacht which had been owned by the President's uncle. He told 
the Press that it had carried 1 ,000 square feet of sail and that it bad 
won three world championships. He also showed them an ice yacht, I!DlCb 
smaller, which had been owned by the President . He also showed them a 
sleigh which bad been g1 ven by Alexander the Great to Napoleon the Third 
end which the President's father had bought in Paris for an insignificant 
amount. 

(The correspondents then returned to 'the President• s office in the Library, 
where the balance of the Press Conference was held. ) 

'lEE PRESIDENT: How do you like the Dutch tiles? (Referring to the tiles 

around the fireplace) 

Q Very nice. 

'IHE PRESIDENT: This is to be rrr:r room and there are going to be pictures and 

books, et cetera, and cupboards underneath for various things, 

We managed to find some old Dutch fish tiles , which are rather amus-

? 
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i~~g, tar the IDIUltelp1ece. so- of t hoee t11h are, I em a1'ra14, m:rtJ!~ 

logical but it 1a all right . We have not found t hem on our t rips :ret. 

Downs tairs -- I guess Bill Moore t old you about them; he knows a 

lot about them now. The big iceboat -- this i s probably the on.ly place 

in the world where original i c eboats will be preserved. The big boat 

was my Uncle John ' s "ICICLE," which won the world chs!r!pionship three 

times and was in Cl ass . I, which was the biggest class ot iceboats. 
" " The little one was the first Cl ass VI lateen that was ever built. 

It was the first and only iceboat -- ice yacht , they called them -- I 

ever owned . And if you know anything about sailing, that lateen ice 

yacht was probably the first effort to1'181'd what is now known as the Marconi 

rig -- same principles and sails. 

And then, what else? One slei gh down tJ;lere i s quite interesting. 

It is a sleigh that was given by the Emperor, Alexander the Second, of 

Russia, to Napoleon the Third, :EmperOD • of the French, After the fall or 

the French "Empire in 1871, following the Siege of Paris a nd the Collllll1ne, 

there was a sale of all of the Emperor• s stables and my father happened 

to be in Paris at the time and bought it, I t hink for fifteen dollars 

which is rather interesting, Yle have used it up to a few years ago , 

Then, one of t he other s leighs is t he Quebec sleigh that belonged to 

my great grandfather, dated about 1840. Then the big three-seater: 'the 

tlontreal s l eigh, is one that my father bought when I was five years old. 

It was a big family sleigh, 
"" 

And then the old carriage, that was g1 ven to my grandmother by her 

family, the P.spinwalls, when she was married in 1827 and she drove up 

here to Hyde Park in it. 

Q Who was that, that marriage? 

'lEE PRESIDENI' : Aspinwall . 

And then we have co:ning down here for these exposition rooms one or 
~ 

' 
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two other old Dutchess County carriages and sleighs that are ot historic 

interest. One of them goes back to about 1790 , I have also got the 

promise' of a nwnber of very old farm implements , such as the machine that 

you made candles on, and an old wool- carding machine , and an 1810 plow --

things of t hat kind -- so 1 t will really represent the kind of collection 

down there that ie too big to put upstairs and-, at the same t11ll8, hae 

det1n1 te r elationship to Jiudson River history, 

As I told yo~ resterday, I have 32 cases of books packed and I t hink 

10 or 15 cases of models end 3 or 4 cases of prints in Washington and 

then they ere bringing down, next week, the Governorship papers t hat are 

'-
in SO packing cases, so that the staff will have plenty to do to get 

these things set up on d1 splay and begin the cataloguing of all the papers . 

I think t hat is about all. 
., 

~ May I ask you if there is anybody that is sort of in charge of the physical 

property here, who I might know -- I mean, a local person? 

mE PRESIDENT: Vie haven 't got that defin1 tely decided , There will be one of 

the assist ant archivists, preferably somebody from Dutchess County, who 

will have charge of the Hudson River collections but I am using Miss 

Belen Reynolds ' services as consultant and this thing vdll be set up , 

more or less, under her supervision. She kncms more about the County 

than anybody else. 

L'iR. E:un.Y: Some of the newspapermen thought you were being facetious yester-

~~ when you told them some of your papers would have to be sent to 

Washington to be deloused. 

'1JIE PRESIDENT: Of course, in starting a neVI building they have to be very 

careful not to get the various animals in tb'et attack books and papers, 

~or instance, the Governorship papers have been up i n Albany for nearly 

. -
eight years, in the basement of the Capital, and it is perfectly possible 

' 
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while they have all been i n boxes , that s ilverfish, tbre~quartere of an 

i nch long and a sort of centipede, that eats paper, may have got i nto 

them, or worll!B, so we will send t hem r i ght down to the Libr ary of Congress 

where they put them i nt o a gas chamber, We talked about having one here 
J 

but they cost too IID.Ich. So they will be trucked to W'ashlngton and put in 

a gas chwnber. The process is that you take out the air first, create 

a vacuum, and then put. in this parti cular kind of disinfectant gas, under 

pressure, and you do not even have to take the things out of the box. 

You take the lid off the box and the pressure of this gas is sufficient 

to force it through all the papers, even through the pages of a bound 

book. It is absolutely foolproof and we don ' t want to bring anything in 

here that is not perfectly safe . lie don ' t want any eggs that will batch, 

That bas been done with everything that comes in here, even the books, 

~ Tbat is the Library of Congress? 

'I'Hb PRESIDENT: The 1\rchives. 

· And thjln , downstairs, we will have here, eventually, a photographing 

room, that will photograph on these new micro fil!ns so that you can take 

any l ong manuscript , for instance of a thousand pages, and photograph 
. 

them, feed them right in, into a regular feeder, 11ke a press, and they 

\ 
are photographed on the micro fil!ns . '!ben that micro film 1s sent arrund 

-- you make any number of copie·s you want of it -- to different libraries 

all over the country so that t hey get copies for their historical r~ 

sear ch, either through a microscope or by having the individual pages 

bl o\m up . 

Then there wil~ probably be a Repair Room so that we will b~ able t o 

repair books and put on simPle new bindings and make cases and things of 

that kind. 

~ Hr. President, are you working on the Defense ~!essage up here this week end? 

r 
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'lHE PRE3IDENT: On the what? 

(( On the supplemental Defense Message? 

'mE PRESIDENT: No; I haven't had any figures yet. I thought I would have 

t hem yesterday but I suppose they will come today, 

(( ' Do you expect the recommendations to go up to the Hill on Monday? 

• 'IJlE PRESIDENT: I hope so but 1'/e are not certain. In other words , I have to 

wa1 t until I get the figures . '!be Army figures are about three-quarters 

done; the Navy figures, when I left, had not been totaled, 

Q. With relati.o'il to national defense, is there anything that occurs to you 
I, 

that butchess County -- I mean, in a manufa9turing way -- would be partie-
•· ... ; 

ularly suited to do or perform? Anything you could suggest as to what 

Dutchess County may do outs i de of training in specific skilled trades? 

THE PRESI DENT : The only thing I can tell you, you cannot print, 

Q. May I hint? ' 
'IJlE PRESIIIEN.l': No , I think not. There i s some s tuff being made in the County 

but it is just as well it should not be 1tno1vn, 

(( !.!r. President, Mr . Hoover and various other people have been talking about 

a unified contr ol ror national defense . What do you think about that? 

THE PRESID:ENT: We have it , 

C( I r a ther imagine tha t t hey still are --

'IRS PRESIDmlT {i nterposing) ; Oh, well , t hat is political; everybody knows we 

have it. 

~ l·lr-:-President , can you comment at all on the naval clash between Great 

Britain and France? 

mE PRESIDENr : I guess not. 

Q. I had in mind, perhaps, how it might be brought home to us in tha t they both 

have naval units in t he Caribbean? 

THE PRE:llmNT: No. 7/e haven ' t got any news on it and anything I said would be 

-
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specula tin. Ood lmowe we are getting enough epeoul.ation w1 thout IV 

adding to it. 

Q Mr. President , to continue your thought about unified control, you feel 

that the Defense Colllll1ssion 1s working out pretty satisfactorily in 

getting these orders and contracts? 

'l!IE PRI!SIDENT: I suppose probably the best thing to do would be to ask them. 

cl can tell you one thing, ott the reoor4, but just for your guidance. It 

has to be ott the record. There have been a great many efforts made with 

the members of the Advisory Committee to bring them into a pol1 tical 

picture, to try to persuade them that they are dissatisfied, or course, 

they have not fall en tor it and , of course, i t has purely a political 

• motive, These efforts have come from certain political sources aDd 

certain press sources-- I might say political-hyphen- press sources , We 

do not have to specify; John (L!r. O' Donnell) knows , I t h1Dk all you han 

to do -- this i s ott the record -- is to a sk the direct question of all 

seven ljlembers as to vlba t they think about it e.nd then print what they say, 

-- -I will leave that ca se in their hands. But we know that there have been, 

definitely, people who have tried to sabotage the whole thing by trying 

to get some expression that they were not satisfied, You go ask them --

• that is the easiest way to put it, 

MR. EARll': They can get it when we get home. 

'IRE PRESIDENT: But it is rather an interesting coamentary on people who are 

t~ng about un1 ty for the Nation, 

Q. That is a very good story, 

mE PRESIDENT: I know it. It has to be off the record, You go ahead . Tbat 

is an off-t he-record tip . Now you fellows can go and build it up, but I 

am not sure your pepers will print what you write. You know that, too, 

Q. \'/hen the Defense Mes sage goes up, will that complete the defense program? 

~ . 
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mE PRESIDENT' I hope so . But, or oourae , you han t o bear t his i n minAh 

'Ihi a thing ch8J18es all the time -- t he whol e pi cture dep8Jida on world 
' events . Last April we bad something which, f rom our knowl edge of world 

events, might have satisfied us then. That was, attar all, only two 

months ago. That was a comiiete progrt>m but, as we lcllow, it was out of 

date by the end or May. What we f i gured on at the end of MBy has had t o 
~ 

be supplemented between then aDd the fif'th of JUly. As f e as I can tell 

now, there won ' t be anything beyond this Message that goes up next week. 

That i s subject to any Ch8J18e in world cond1 t1ons. 

Q. The morning paper s say that 1'/illkie will be in Washington Monday to see 

Senator McNary and then, on '1\J.esday, there will be a reception for 

Republican members of the Congress , Have you i nvited him? Do you int end 

t o? 

'IHE PRESIIJ!!NT: I will simply have to repeat what I said at the last Conference 

read it . It wa s carried in the papers . 

Q. Have 8JlY efforts been made to s ecure permissi on to use American cratt to 

evacuate chi ldren from the Briti sh Isles? 

mE PRESIDENT: Not that I lcllow of. 

Q. (MI.". O' Donnell) 'Ihat just came up to my mind because I am arr8J18ing to bring 

two children myself. 

THE PRESIDENT: You bad better ask Norman Davi s aDd the State Department . 

Q. They did not go on the VIASHING'IDN, ' 'Ihis is a.n English gi rl of seven -­

'IBE PRESIDENT (interposing): There again is another off- th&-record story. I 

have to be very much off the record on these things. When we sent t he 

f i rst ship over there, it was supposed to take everybody back, every • 
American, but Joe Kennedy knew there were still thousands. 

Q. In September there were 15,000. 

'lHE PHESim;NT: Then we sent the ship to Galway end she took every American 

, I 



that wanted to lean. And then, suddenly, a whole lot or Amerioan.e in 

Ensle.nd said, "We will be llllOh better ott at home," and suddenly there 

was a dlllll8lld for 3,000 passages, so we sent another ship. I do not know 

whether there will be any more. 

~ I meant that those are restricted to Americans? 

mE PRJ!SIDENT: It is not up to me to talk abQUt Americans who prefer to live 

on the other side until bombs come dropping down. 

~ Not Americans -- I was speaking of English children. 

'!HE PRESIDmT: As tar as I know, John (Mr. O' Donnell) , there are no arraDge-

menta being mde for any American ships going for children, but you had 

better check with Davis and the state Depart ment. -
~ Ott the record, last January -- I think it v:as January -- you spoke about 

certain long- range peace objectives you had. Have we given up hope on 

that? 

• 'IHE PRESID.ENI': I would not se,y we have g1 ven up hope. Nobody can tall what 

will happen. Those peace objectives are still as sound today, from the 

point of view of' democracies, as they were then. 

Q I have read everything you have said on foreign affairs, speeches to the 

Congress and formal state~nts. I have also read what Secretary of state 

Hull had said, speaking of those peace objectives the other day, and put-

ting the two together , I think I find four objectives there. The first 

would be to prevent aggression --

mE PRESIDENT (interposing): Let me put it this way for you aDd then let me 

know i f there is anything else. There is no question -- this is really 

an 8JIU)l1f1cation of what I said yesterday afternoon whan we read the . 
Declaration of Independence: Today the world is facing a very definite 

upheaval because certain new systeme of Government have arisen to such • ' an extent that they already contr~l and are seeking to enlarge their 

• l 
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control onr a Tert large portion ot the worl4'• population. :ft 1!1 a 

qatem of gonrnment which denies certain tuDdameatala that AJeltrioau 

were the first to seek 8lld establish. In other words, going back a8'9'eral 

hundred years, the thought that some for m of representati"f'e gOYerument 

was adrt sable in order to check tyra.nny by indi rtduals, kings or barons 

or whateTer it might be·, conquerors, and to assure certain indirtdual 

rights. 

In 1776 we began to establish those -- this new form ot· representa-

tive government, which was based on three -- they call them checks and 

balances but probably that is a pretty weak term; three fundamental 

agencies i s a better term -- an Executive, a Legislature and a Judiciary. 

Well, it is-- I call it almost an American invention because , while 

it had been talked about philosophically by various writers before 1776, 

we were the first people to put it into effect . Other countries followed. 

They established a triple control of government. Sometimes they retained 

or added a ki,ng who, however, was moDe a symbol ot unity than a person 

wielding real power. That was called the parliamentary system but, 

essentially, under the parliamentary systems you have the three agenci es -­

you had the Ex~ti.ve , which was the Prime Mi.nister and his Cabinet, you 

had the Parliament of f reely chosen legislators and you had the .Court. . . 
Today those have been threatened all over the world. A great many have 

been ended by conquest and they hav~ _ s et up a new form of' government 

which is based essentially on the elimination of two of the safeguards 

of representative democracy. It i s called by various names;' probably 

the easiest name, as a syuilol, is the corporate state. The oorporate 

state -- .we thinlt of Italy but it e.~plles.. equally to Oe1"1118D7 and Rus!Jla -­

i s extremely efficient. It has abolished two ar the .three. safeguards of 

democracy, the Legisl a ture and t h.e Court s . It puts the supreme power into 



a sroup, in 110118 ~uea YflrT . amall, in some ouea .,.17' large, wld.oh aa-

o1aea a4m1n1atrat1Ye tuDctione and there are no leg1alat1Ye tunotiona aD4 

there are no court tunctions. And it is erricient. ADd there a re a 

l arge number or Americans , I am sorry to say -- not proporti onately to 

the population but --still a large number or Americans -- who are willing 

to consid~r, because of its efficiency, the corporate state. 

The efficiency of our system of government i s not as great as the 
!< 

corporate state because there are delays and compromises whi ch are inherent 

in any danocracy. The Executive, pr<>perly, cannot pass laws; that bas 

to be worked out in conjunction with the Legislature , called the Congress, 

and in wor king it out it takes a long time for it to spread, sometimes, 

a t the least, several months and, at the most , a good many years. And 

then, after that has .been done and your legislation, through the process 

of compromise, has been passed, you still have another place to go and 

that i s the courts . The best example is the income tax law which was 

passed in the Cleveland Administration, by agreement between the Legi s-

lature and the Executive , and was held unconstitutional by the courts. 

~nd then, after a long period of years, I think twelve or f ifteen years , 

. under our p~o~ess of constitutional amendment was passed wu~re an income 
J 

-tax law was passed, based on the amendment. There was your lag of be-

tween fift ee·n and twenty years . 

In the State of New York the Workmen's Compensation Law was passed 

under the Hughes ' Admiljlistration. It was declared unconstitutional . 

Some four or five years later , under the Dix Admini str ation, a consti tu-

tional amendment was passed and we got a Wor kmen' s Compensation Act. 

That represents the lag, the time lag, in a dan09racy. It is not 

based on inefficiency of executive departments because ~ne of the -- I 

won't mention any names -- because one of the best known industri alists 
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111 the oountl/7 who has been in Washington t1Te or a1x 1i'eeka •a14 to • 

the other day, "The thing that amazes me is the tact that the department• 

of' the Government, from what I have seen of' them, are as efficient aa aD7 

large corporation. '!bat seems to me an amazing thing." 

The delay is because of the compromise necessary in working things 

out constitutionally between the three di:f"f'erent agencies. 'lllere are a 

lot of people in this country who object to t hat time lag and, unthink-

ingly, play into the hands of the people who advocate the corporate 

state. In so doing they are , in effect, saying to this country, "We .are 

perfectly willing to give up certain essentials in order to become etf'i-

cient." 

Nmv, I come down to your questions: 'lbe first is -- you might say 

there are certain freedoms. The first I would call "freedom of informa.-

tion," which is terribly important. In other words, it is a much better 

word than "freedom of the press" because t here are all kinds of informa.-

tion so that the inhabitants of a country can get news of what is going 

on in every pert of the country and in every part of the world without 

censorship and through nany forms of conmnmication. That, I think, is 

one of the objectives of peace because you will never have a completely 

stable world without freedom of knowledge, freedom of information • 
. 

The_second, 'of course, is freedom of religion which, under democracies . . . . 
has always -- not always but almost all the time -- been fairly well 

maintained and is not maintained in t hose nations which have adopted oth.er 

systems of government. I don't know how J"ohn O'Donnell likES thi,s, but it 

is all right. You have to take it as it comes, and that, in~ mind, is 

an essential of permanel\t peace. 

Then, a third freedom is the freedom Ito express one's seli' · as long 

as you don't advocate the overthrow Qf' government. That is a different 
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Wq. In other words, the Jdn4 ot tq:pr-eaaion that we certa1Dl7 han 1Jl 

I 

this count17 aDd the. t they have in most dEIDooraoies. '!hat, I think, 1• 

an essential of peace -- I mean permanent peace. 

Fourth, f reedom from fear, so that people won't be afraid of being . 
bombed from the air or attacked, one way or the other, by some ot her 

nati on. And, of course t we have maintai)}ed all aloq-that f reedom from 

fear must be based on a removal of the weapons that cause fear -- in other 

words disarmament . 
r -

And that is an essential of pea~. 

And so the question really comes down as to whether we ar e going to 
' 

continue 4to seek t hose freedoms or whether we are going to give up , at 

the behest of certain elements_ give ~p those freedoms in our system of 
"' 

government or encourage by lack of opposition -- I don' t mean armed op-

position -- encourage those nations which have r emoved t hose four free-_ 

doms in the interest of a greater efficiency o~ government -- a "tempo-

rary efficiency-" I might say. · 

Does that cover it pretty well? 

Q. (Mr. Harlmess) Well, I bad a f i fth in mind which you might .descri be as 

"freedom from wantn -- free tradet opening up trade? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: ~es, that is true. I had that in mind but forgot it. Freedom 

from want - - in other words, the removal of certain barriers between 

nations _ cultural in the first place and commercial in the second pl ace. 

That is the fifth, very definitely. 

Q. I hadn't got to f reedom of expresaion. 

TBE PRESIDENT: There are a great mimy people actually in this country who are 

so "hipped" on the efficiency of the new type of government that, as I 

say·, they are willing to compromise, vr111ing to keep their mouths shut , 

the.y are willing by silence to give the impression of acqui escence . That 

i s a good line. 

--
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Q. Does that group ot people centralize in e.D;J partiaular graup ·in the country? 

'!HE l'Rl\SIII!NT: Oh, no; I am just talldng ph1losoph1cal}7, not pol1 Uaall7• 

I have got to go. I am awtully late. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President . 

• 

.. 

• 

· ---------------------------------
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~ P.RESIDIRTs (addressing Mr. Claude Mahoney ot the Wall Street J'ournal) 
·> 

Well, I understand you think I am dishonest. (Laughter) 

~ (Mr. Mahoney) How 1a that? 

~E PRESIDENT: I understand you think I am dishonest. 

~ (Mr. Mahoney) You? Dishonest? Oh, no. 

~ (Mr. Godwin) You say he thought you were d18honest? 

'!HE PRJ!SIDENT: Yes. He se.fd it in the press conference the other day. 

. . 
(The oonferenoe ·with the Postmaster General, held on Sunday, J'uly 
7th a t Poughkeepsie) 

~ (Addressing Mr. Mahoney) Is your face red. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no; I take it all back. It wasn't him. It was Felix. 

I beg your pardon. 

~ (Mr. Godwin) You have got me suspicious now. Maybe you were. (Laughter) 

THE PR.E3IDmT: Kannee i s taking it down. I have him dead to rights . 

~ What is that , the honest count? 

Q (Mr. Belair) I s)lould have sa.id any kind of a count. (Laughter) 

(Note: Mr. Belair told the President, at the close of the conference, 
that>- he had not meant to imply anything by the use of the particular 
expression during the conference with Mr. Farley.) 

·t.m. EARLY: The President has a transcript of that conference. 

THE PRE3IDmT: Are they s till ooming in? 

~ Yes, sir. 
' 

MR. DONA.LDSONtf All in. 

THE PRESIDEm': Steve (Mr. Early) 1 have you aey burning words? 

m. EARLY: No, sir. . ' 

'IRE PRESIDENT: Stne says that there are no burning words. 
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'lKE PRISIIDTs l!Jo, not nen that. 

Q There 1a a report trom Wisconsin that J'ohD CUdah7 is reaisniDS as .AJIIbuaa4ar 

to Belg1wn. Is there anythiDg to that? 

'lHE PRESIDENI' : No, not that I heard ot. I hope not. 

Q The report was that he was going to run for Governor or Senator. 

'lEE ffiE3ID:mT: Haven' t heard anything at all . As you know, the only thiDg on 

that is that the German Govermnent asked t;hat we w1 thdraw diplomatic 

representati ves in-- what was it? -- Holland and Belgium by the titteenth 

of July. 

Q Well , General Watson bets Cudahy $300 to ~200 tha t President Roosevel~ will 

be renomina ted and re-elected. (Laughter) 
, 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Well , whoever wins, the money will go into good hands. (Laughter 

Q. Along that line, Mr. President, there are two or three ~el'): prominent news-

papermen, and one that is not so prondnent, going to have · a fireside 

chat this evening, a round table, n~tion-wide hookup -- Ray Clapper is 

one of them -- and they would like to t ell what you are going to do 

about the Convention and the attendant circumstances and this is a 

golden opportunity to let us know. 

'IRE PRESIDENT: What time do you go on? ' 

Q. Vfuo is we? 11.15. 

'mE PRESIDENT: 11.15? ley' God, I will be asleep then. (Laughter) 

Q. Could you help us? We will be very much awake and we'd like to collliii1Dicate 
'. 

something. 

'lEE PRESIDlllfl': It it were, perhaps, 9.15 or 9.45, I would give you somethiJ:18 

to say but I will be asleep, so what ~s the use? 

• 
Q. Following that same line, you told us at Hyde Park once that when you did 

have something to say on that subject tha t it would be at a time and 



plaoe ot 7oar ohooeiq. lllsbt we ant1o1pate tbat that time will oCIIIII 

betore the Convention? 

THE PRESIDl!Nl': '!bat 1e a very, very "iff7" question. 

Q. (Miss Craig) I have been away some -- (interrupted by laughter) 

1'HE PRESII>nn': I know you have. You must have had a chance to think up sane 

good ones. 

Q. No , I haven' t, really, but will you be here or at Hyde Park or a t the Con-

vention? 

'IRE P~ID:ENT : The only plan I have -- a few people got it wrong. '!be 

question _(at a previous conference) was , "Vfuere are you going to be for 

the following week end?" -- this was a week ago -- and I said I thought 

I'd probably do what I had done for a good maey SUndays , go down the 

River Saturday afternoon and come back on sundSy afternoon aDd beyond that 

I haven' t got a plan. 

Q. Mr. President, what are your preferences as to t he vice-presidency? (Laughter 

THE PRESIDENT: Tha t is frightfully crude . (Laughter) 

Q. Have you heard of any plan for the Feder al Government to take over the 

District Building or purchase t he site or any possibiltty of utilizing 

that? 

'IHE PRESIDELill' : For the Convention? 

Q. No , for -- (interrupted by laughter) -- for Hoover's folly, for ins-tance. 

'lliE PRESIDENT: Where Harry (Hopkins) 11 ves'? 

Q. I have got to find out. 

THE PRESIDENI' : This District Building? The old District Building? 
. 

Q. 'Ihe one where J. Russell Young now holds forth. 

'IHE PRES! DJlNT :· I don 1 t know. 

Q. There :has been a lot of talk about that. 

THE PRESIDEN'l' : I haven't got anybody here who would know. You mi~t ask 
.. 

'·· 
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eatillll!ltes so up to the Congress that didn't go through in the la:•t bill 

because they were put on in the Senate am then thrown out in contere:nce 

for two new governnie:nt buildings in the District -- the Federal Building 

No. 2 ~ some other building -- and I have sent those up again to the 

House to be included in the next deficiency bill. 

~ Mr. P~esident, is there anything you can tell us about the Packard Motor 

cf'ar --

niE PRESIDENT: I haven't had a line on it and I haven't talked to Mr. Knudsen 

about it since I read it. 

Q. Mr. President', is there anything you can tell us abou'J; your conference w1 th 

Admiral Richardson? 

THE PRESID:ENT: Oh, we talked about the United States Navy and the Fleet and so 

on. 

Q. I believe he said when he 'left, .Mr. President, tha t he knew of no plan to 

remove it from the Hawaiian Islands at the present time. 

THE PRl!SIDmT: He was telling the truth. 

Q. Does that mean, s 'ir, that there is no such plan? 

'lHE PIUSID:ENT: There is not-. , There is no plan at the present time. 

~ Vlhat did you talk about , Mr. President, yesterday with -Chairman Burke 

(William H. Burke , Chairaa.n, Massachusetts Democratic State Cou:mittee) 

am Congressman Mc,9orma.ck? 

'lEE PIUSIDENT: They told you }'Jhen they went out. That is all they did. 'nley 

simply mde same very nice U ttl·e speeches _ to me. 

Q. Were you impressed by them? 

THE PRESIDENT: I did.n't answer. (Laughter) 
. 

Q. There w~re five gentlemen to see you today from assorted neighborhoods. It 
• 

came under the head of the American Legion, a s I understaDd it, and they 



aa14 that 1:t there was ~118 1n their T1a1 t that rou. bad 1 t. ~ 

J'OU care to say about 1 t? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Most o:t them e.re goiq to Chicago to take up w1 th Bob Wagner, 

to talk w1 t h him about the plank relating to veterans that will go into 

the platform. 

~ ~~. President, while Secretary Hopkins is here, can you tell us about the 

progress of your universal government service bill? 

THE PRF.SID»n': Nothing f'urther. It is being studi ed and they e.re holding 

hearings on the Hill. The Senate started on it and I und.erstaDi the 

House Committee is going to begin tomorrow. 

~ I mean the plan to train boys and girls in labor ·experience. 

'rnE PRESIDENT: '!ha t is still being worked on. No announcement yet. 

~ It has not been dropped? We heard · tha t it was being dropped. 

'IRE ffiF.SIDENT: Oh, no . Oh, no. 

~ In that connection, anything you can say about the Burke-Wadsworth Bill 

that is up before the Senate Committee on t he same subject? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. It is just being mulled over; considered. 

~ Mr. President, did you discuss the situation at Martinique w1 th the French 

.Ambassador today? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I haven' t had anything on that for about fwr days. I don't 

know anything except wha t I read in the press and I don't think the State 

,. Department or the Navy Department ha s anything on it. 

~ A:re there American ships there wa tching that situation? 

'IHE PRE3IDENT: Not particularly; they are running all over the place in the 

·~ 
· Caritsean. 

~ Can you tell us an;rthing about"'yolir conver·eation w1 th the French Ambassador 
·' 

today? 

THE PmSIDENT: No. 
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Q. Mr. President, Mr. Earl)' had something to a~ thie morDins about tileae 

EDg11sh refugee children and the people trying to sponsor them here sq 

they are still being tied up in al.l kinds of red tape and UDB.ble to get 
\ 

them in. Has there been a ruling b)' the Attorne)' General. on that? 

'!HE PRl!SIDKfl': Well, don't you think the first angle to clear up is how m.any 

can physical.ly come in? In other words, the shipping end of it? Isn't 

that more important than anything else? In other words, I understand 

from New York that there were quite a large number of names of Qhildren 

' in England who have been al.l cleared in every way and it will take quite 

a while to get them over here. Now, isn't that the first consideration? 

In other words, have we got a problem at the present time? It is a matter 

of common sense. 

Q, Mr. Presfdent, is that situation at Martinique a subject for consultation 

with the other PJmerican governments as yet? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: You had better ask the Secretary of State or Sumner Welles 

about it. I don't know. If so -- if they are I haven't heard of it. 

Q, Vllien may we expect a message on national defense? 

!I.'HE PRESIDENT: Tomorrow • 

Q, Will it be a message, sir, or a letter? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Message. 

Q, Will you go up, personally? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q, Is the. t it? (indicating papers on the desk. ) 

'mE PRESIDENT: 'nlat' s it. 

Q, Tell us anything of your tax conference yesterday? 

'!HE .FRESIDmT: No. I ·think the two chairmen are coming down tomorrow. Tllat 

is the next step. Down here. 

Q, To see you? 
} 
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'lHE PRBSlDBlfl': Yea. 

Q. Mr. President, has the agenda tor the Hav8Da Pan Amarican conference r~ 

oeived your personal attention yet? 

'mE PRESID»n': Not yet. 

Q. Any possibility ot your making a radio address or,other comm1n1cation? 

'mE PRE3IDEN1': I don't think so. 

Q. Mr . President, how is the Latin American cartel plan progressing? 

'IHE PRESIDENl': Well , ft is still under study by the coiiDlli ttee. 

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. }>resident. 

> 

.. 

• 
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m. DONAlDSON: All ln. • 

I think the only thing I have is a rather interesting 

letter that came in last Ilight from Colonel naming of the Wage 

~~!vision. We have bee~ doing a good deal of talking, 
' 

as you know, in the past about the question of lengthening hours 

in the det('nse program. I did not ask him far this; .it came in 

on his own hook, but it was so interesting I think I will read it 

to you. He says: 

(Reading) "!.t' dear Mr. President: 

"The question whether in the light of the 
national defense emergency it will be necessary to raise 
the ceiling f or hours, above which time and one halt lllllSt 
be paid, has given me much concern. 

"As a soldier, the nation's defense is m7 
primary interest. My assignment to the administration 
of a l abor law has in no way lessened that interest. 

"Were there any defense need in certain 
industries for abrogation of' the time and one half' ru.le, 
nothing could keep me from so reporting. In ley' contacts 
w1 th industry no such need has yet been demonstrated to 
me. 

"'!Wo documents from the last war should be 
called to public attention: 

"One is the wartime report of' the British 
MUnitions Commission. The report· stated that trom ex­
periments spread over thirteen am a halt months, a l,"eduo­
tion ot working hours ot munitions workers was associated 
w1 th an increase ot production. l!'or example, in one fac­
tory hours of' work were changed, first from a 66-hour weelc 
to a 55-hour week, and then to a 4~hour week. Consider­
ing the weekly output at the 66-hour week as 100, lt was 
found that the 55-hour week yielded a relat1Te output ot 
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lll. !M ~hoar wet nel4e4 a rmthe OGtplat ot lOt. 
!bu the ~lloar net nel.4e4 mare 1Jl p:rocluta thaD the 
66-hour net u4 praot1oal.l7 u •oh u the ~~hoar net. 
'l'he 881118 re8ul \8 were obtainecl 4u1"1D8 the 13-liiOilth period 
in Yarious other anitiona faotor1e8o 

"'l'he other dooument i8 GeDeral Order No. 13 
issued by the Chief of OrdDance,· United State8 A:ntt, Oil 

NOYember 15, 19171 seven months after the declaration of 
war when the United Sta tea waa at the height ot 1 ta pro­
curement effort. The Order stated: 

"'In rtew ot the urgent necesai ty tor a prOJIIIt iD.Crea8e 
in the volUIIIe of prodUction of practical~ eney article re­
quired tor the conduct of the war, YigilaD.Ce is . demanded at 
all thos.e in any way associated w1 th industry iest the sate-

. guards w1 th which the people ot this countey have sought to 
protect labor should be unwisely and Ullllecessarily broken 
down. It is a fair assumption that for the most part these 
safeguards are the mechanisms of efficiency. Industrial 
histoey proves that reasonable hours, fair workins condi­
tions, and a proper wage scale are essential to bi~ . pro­
duction. During the war every attempt should be mde to 
conserve in every w~ possible all of our achievements in 
the way of social. betterme.nt.'" 

In other words, the words "social betterment" are not new. This was 

1917. 

{Reading)"'But the pressins argument for ma.1ntain1J18 
industrial safeguards in the present emergency is that they 
actually contribute to efficiency • . To waive them would be 
a shortsighted policy, leading gradually but inevitably to­
ward lowered production. '" 

Then Fleming goes on to s~: 

--

"These documents were drafted almost a genera­
tion ago. The production line techniques of industey have 
been, greatly developed since then. Tod~ maximum production 
cal~s for maximum efficiency of the machine. Maxiw1m e~fi­
ciency of the machine is usually obtained by using ralays of 
workers in shifts short enough to make constantly intense 
effort possible. 

"I thiJilc it also should be called to the public's 
attention that the French 40-hour week in effect from 1936 
to 1938 had little resemblance to our "ceiling tor houra." 
The French 40-hour week generally was a rigid 11m1 tation. 

"Germany was on an 8-hour day 1 48-hour week 
baais from J"uly 24, 1934, to January 1 1 1939. A auryq' e~ 
titled "Labor Policy in GermaDJ" appearing in the 1une 1940 
issue of the Mont~ Labor Renew reports that a 10-hour dq, 

I 



10-Mu- ..u b .... 1a .. tet .... ,. .... ,1'1• attu Zn w 
1, list, cJDe 1ao a labor ahariap. Ia tile 110ft •tUal. ,_.. ... 
trlea, halN a,p to 16 per 4q Jlisht be pel'lll ttet bT ~ 
faotar;r 1upeotor. Bot thia 1.asthea1118 of work1 .. Jaaara 
wu not suooesatul. '1!1e arUole atatss: 'Procluotlon bepD 

to fall off rapidlJ, accompanied b7 sucla an e.lal'm1D& iacreue 
of industrial accidents aDd stoppagea as to attract ~· 
serious attention of ~e goTel'IIDIIIDt antlaori Uea ••••• !he 
SOTel'DIII8Dt a.ppUed the atrichst measures apiut auapeded 
aaboteura but also began to lighten aomewlaat ~· har4 labor 
ooll41~ions.'" 

Fleming again: 

"luJy complaints from the key defense industries 
that the payment of time e.nd a. belt tor overtime 18 maldng 
difficult their- 'operation will be promptly brought to ;rour at­
tention. TO date the Wage and Hour DiTision bas receiTed but 
three such complaints, all from snall establishments. · 

"Respecttull;r, 

"Philip B. Fleming 
"Administrator." 

Well, that i s rather an interesting checkup by an iDdependct 

source and I t hink -- I think in the light of that we will go ab¥4 

with the present policy. 

~ Was the first a Briti sh experi ment? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: 'lhe first was 1917 and the other was wr own Chief of 

Ordnance report. 

~ The first, was that a British or an American? 

'.IHE PRESI Dl!NT: British Munitions Commission and the second was the Chief 

ot Ordnance report. 

~ Is that all the news you have today? 

'1l!E PRESimm': IVhat? 

~ Is that all the news you have today? 

THE PRESimm': 'Blat is all I can think ot. (Laughter) 

~ Mr. President, it seems that some of the editorial writers have been 

getting a little technical with the statement the other d87 that 

\ _ 



• 
n wUl Mt a..a aar •• to tab part 1Jl :.u., ... w.n. 'Ill.,_. 
to kDow wbether that 1aola4ea the Yariae Oorpa u4 the lla"J u 

nll u the Arrrft! 

'lEI PRBSID:DI'l's I thillk we will juat eia.D4 OD the atat-at. I thiDk lilT 

Bnglieh 1e ae good aa the1ra. 

Q. Mr. President, are you going to Chicago! 

mE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q. May we have tha t (indicating Colonel Flaming' s letter)! 

'lHE PRESIDEm': Yes; Steve (Mr. Early) will have it mimeographed for you. 

Q. If you do go , wil l you fly? (Laughter) 

'lHE PIUSIDENT: (Shaking his head amiably) I should say I oug!lt to be 

insultllld by that. Isn' t that rather a slur on rq veracity? (Laughter) 

I just said I wasn't going to Chicago. 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) You know, nobody would slur your veracity. It i s too 

interesting to talk about t his matter, (Laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, will you say whether t he Poli sh Ambassador discussed 

any minority or retugee problems during his visit yesterday? 

'lEE PIUSIDENT: Vlho? 

Q. 'lhe Polish Ambassador • . 

'lBE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q. It you are not going to Chicago, will you say whether you will haTe 

any personal pert in the Convention? 

' 'IHE PRESIDENt' : That would be ditticult, wouldn't it? 

Q. It is too difficult for me , that is why I asked a. 

'lHE PRESIDENT: It is too d1 !1'1 ou1 t tor me. 

Q. Will this also be an unbossed conTention? 

'lHE PRESIDEm': What? 

• 
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'lHB PR118IJlllft's UDboaaed or UDtoroed'l 

Q. UDbossed. 

'1m: PRESIDBN'l': UDbossed. I haT en' t the faintest idea. 

Q. 'nl.e Republicans are nry proud of that policy aDd I was wondering 

whether the Democrats would match it. 

Q. Mr. President, the Dunce Cap Club, which you formed a ffi'R years ago --
0 

'IHE PRESIDl!NI' (interposing): The what? 

Q. The Dunce Cap Club which you formed a ffi'R years ago and which has a 
• 

· large membership at reporters who have asked third term questions, 

will hold a meeting in Chicago to dissolve the organization and turn 

in their dunce caps. (Laughter) 

Could we hope for f r om you, as the founder of the organization, 

some sort of cornnn>nication formally dissolving it? (Laughter) 

' 'IRE PRESIDENT: Well, I will tell you: I 1d have to look at the list of 
• .. 

the membership of the organization. Do you think I could g1 ve a 

blanket coverage to all members of the organization applying .to 

the fUture? 

Q. Yes, sir; I think so. 

\.. 'lHE FRESI:DllNr: Do you? (Laughter) I will say this, that the progress 

that has been made on the whole has been pretty good. I should say 
. 

that probably quite a percentage of the people who used to stand in 

the corner are now back, sitting at their desks in the sohoolro~ 

They have removed their dunce caps but I don't say that th4!. corner 

-t is empty. (Laughter ) 

Q. Mr. President, he said to turn in their dunce caps. Where are they 

goill8 t o turn them in? Put them in your Library? 

• 
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~ I don't kDow either. 

'mE PRESIDBl'fl': Don't you thiDlc we ought to turD the11 OTer to the laq 

oorrespoDdents tor their disposal? (Laughter) 

Q. o. K.; we will talce care or it. 

Q Mr. President, do you contemplate !lilY Message to the Convention? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't eJ17 thoughts on it one way or the other. 

Q Mr. President, the House Mill tary SUbcommittee has suggested the. t, 

tor the Atlantic coastal defenses , · it might be necessary to build 

bases in Nova Scoti a and Bernuda.. Would you care to comment on 

that? 

'mE PRESIIIENT: No.. No. 

Q. 'l'he SUbcommittee also suggested the. t they nught need a great deal 

more money to protect the Atlantic coastal defenses between New York 

and Portl!llld, Maine? 

'lHE PRE3IDXN!' : Well, you remember T. R.'s old story about towing the 

Civil War MONITOR ott the mud ,tlats at Philadelphia to Portland, 

Maine and everybody was happy and they brought the silverware and 

children back that they had removed to the country and they felt 

perfectly satisfied with a. 15-inch gun that would throw a. solid 

shot almost a. mile. However, they were perfectly sati sfied so it 

i s all right . That is merely an illustration of the defense or the 

individual ports. Modern warfare calls for a defense ot this country 

in the sanae that we will try to keep the enemy trom getting any-

whare near the country • 
. 

Q. Mr. Presidant, have you UDder consid eration again, at this time, the 

idea or giving the National Guard some real honest-to-goodness in-

tensin ;training? 
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pruent IDC88D1i. We are goiq to talk abou.t it iD abou.t t1 ... e lld.mat•• 

' 
~ Aze :you tuorable to the idea ot mob1llz1D8 the Ollard tor tra1D111.8f 

mE HUSIDBNT: 'lbat 1e one ot the things we are 8oiD8 to talk about 1D 

ti ... e miDUtes. 

~ Mr. President, could :you tell us what our warship~ are doing in the 

_rtciD1 t7 ot Martinique? 

'lEE PRESIDENr: I told :you that the other da;y. '!bey are maintaining, the 

regular patrol. 

Q. \'/hen do :you expect to go to H:yde Park? 

'lHE PRESIDENI': I have no plans. I hope Sunday attar next but, of course, 

subject to change. I am leartng tomorrow e.!ternoon and I'll get 

back att8r lunch on Sunda:y, at t he Navy Yard. ADd then, if things 

are quiet, the following week I will go up to H:yde Park for two or 

three da:ys bec8.UjJe, ot course, I have t here direct telephone co1111111ni-

cation with the White House and can get back in about ~ix or se ... en 

hours. In other words, that would be practicall:y the program for 

the rest of the swmner, just what I have been doing for the last 

three months. 

Q. That was a cruise tomorrow and Sunday? 

THE PRES! DEN!': .rust down overnight on t he boat. But also, when I go down 

on the boe.t, I stay within a very close distance of Quantico so 

that I can, it I am called on the radio, ~can pull up to the dock 

at Quantico aDd telephone or come right back to Washington in an . 
hour and tive· minutes. 

Q. Are those going to be :your plans, regardless or what happens at Chicago, 

the rest or the summer? 



. : .. - . . . 1 I don't lmolr 11hat that baa to 4o with it. After all, I 

am Preaidat of the 0111 ted States. 

YR. QCI)WI!h 'nl,enk )'OU, Mr. Preeidat. 

, 

• 
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~ 
Prul Coateraoe 1161, 
:lnou~n ott1c•• ot the 1lh1 te Hou.ee, 
1\117 16, 1940, <l.lO P. K. 

THE PRESm:mrs How come? How is it all 'the tamiliar faoil happen to 

be here in Washington. I thought ther had sent you out. (Laughter) 

~ This is where the story is, even if we cannot get it. (Laugbter) 

THE PRFSID!NT: I think 1 t i s sort of on Steve (Mr. Early) . Steve said 

there woul d not be anybody here today except second s tringers. 

(Laughter) Isn' t that terrible? Isn't that terrible? 

~ Steve will leave by the back door now. 

MR. EARU': They won't believe anything you say now. 

THE PRESIDEm': I have a long thing (referring to the papers in front of 

him) here. I don 1 t know -- Steve, is there an.:y reason why they 

should not see these afterwards? 

&39 

MR. EARLY: Mimeographed copi es of i t will be ready for them, Mr. President . 

'1HE PRllSIDl!NT: Good . 

:MR. WILLIAM COLLINS: All in. 

'mE PRESID»rr: I have a lot of long stuff here. I woold try to Sltmmerize 

it but it i s fairly important. 

As you know, we bad a meeting of . the Advisory Committee with 

the A.rrriy am Navy people and Procurement am they have g1 ven me 

these s even reports on the defe.nse program with respect to progress. 

Steve will have them mimeographed for you but they are fairlJ' 1m-

portant • . I s hould say they are of at least equal importance 

:DB.tionall3' -- probably more -- than the news ftom the Chicago Con-

vention, although most editors, I mean desk editors, will not ap-

preciate that f act , so the on+J' thing I can do 1a give to you this 



leut I will ha'f'e done 111J part. 

Pirat is Knudsen's Production. Di via! on. (Rea41DS) 

"h-om J'une 6. to date, this Di'f'ision baa cleared 
coDtracts in the amount ot $1,661,891,494, which r ... 
presents $1,390,575,404.87 tor the Nav,y --" 

which, of course, isn't all but a large part ship contracts -- (readiDS) 

"and $271J316,0B9.13 for the Arm1· Materiel cOYered --" 

i s enrythiDS -- (reading) 

"airplanes, tanks, 'battleships, emmnn1 tion, anti-tank . 
guns, anti-aircraft sear~hlights, machine guns, various 
fire-control precision instruments, tractors, trucks, 
blankets, overcoating, serge cloth, worsted shirting, 
service shoes, ship propulsion machinery, storage 
batteries for submarines, airport and airatation con­
struction, barracks and many other items necessary in 
equipping t he United States Army and Navy. 

"Production of this material is being undertaken 
in plants from Maine to California. 

"Awarding of contracts by the Army for tank con­
struction has begun through a commitment w1 th the Ameri­
can Car and Foundry Company for 627 un1 ts." 

Those were the light tanks. (reading) 

"Mr. Knudsen has inspected at Aberdeen the light tpnka 
and the revised designs for the heavy tanks which'have 
.been changed in certai.n respects on the basis of combat 
experience in Europe. 

"The contract for the production by Packard Motor 
Company of Detroit of 9 ,000 Rolls Royce liquid-cooled 
aircraft engines is about to be signed, ths Company 
ha'f'ing stated tbat it is prepared to undertake this 
project. 

"EYidence has developed indicating progress to­
ward solution, for the time being at least, of the 
bottlenecks in the DB chine t~l industry." 

They are coming down tor another cout·ereuoe tomorrow. (reading) 
.,. 

"The embargo authority has contributed substantiall7 
to the retention in this country of vi tal mchine tool 
un1 ts which othernse would have been exported. Pl.sns 
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ba bea WC&"bt OQt to a polat 1Mn "'-'UOii (hl:r U.) a 
Uq at the llaohl• Tool Deteue cc-lttM, H. s. 

Tanoe, Bead or the llachine 'lbol SeoUOD or the Pl'oclaotton 
D11'1.S.on, and Donald K. Belaon, CoC&"d1nator at Det••• 
Purohues, will be held to take up a cooperat1Ye pl.U 
UDder which a detiDi te percentage or maohiM tool •m­
tacturing facilities will be reser'f'ed tor detenae needs.• 

No. 2 is Stett1Dius' report. (Reading) 

"'lbrough the prOIJI)t cooperation or the R1C and the 
Treasury with this Division, substantial supplies or 
strategic and critical raw UBterials are being acquired. 
Actual purchases have been negotiated and the UBterial , 
loaded aboard ship w1 thin a period or tbree or tour days 
atter t!le a'f'ailabili ty of the product was made known. 
1his DiVision, through the cooperation between experts 
in various Goverlllllent agencies and specialists on the 
staff of this Divis ion , has UBde surveys o~ the entire 
field of strategic and critical materials. · Where ·~ottle­
neck.s which might develop in connection w1 th a t.otal 
defense effort have been discovered, 'red flags~ have 
been marked on the chart and a detailed study is t hen 
made to explore every possible means of relieving the 
pressure that might develop. 

"For example, we have always been dependent upon 
imports for rubber. By the end of the mont h , it is 
expected that a plan will have been worked out whereby 
it would be possible in an Emergency t o supply most or 
our needs through the manufacture of synthetic rubber. 

"One point of concentration, at present, involves 
the production of 100 octane gasoline. This pr~uct is 
essential to t he airplane program end substantially in­
creased producti on \s being worked out to assure the 
air services of adequ.ate supplies. Plans are under WfiT 
for the storage or large quantities of this gasoline at 
strategic locati one underground." 

That is~ new one. (reading) 
• 

"This Division is working on plans to relieve our 
dependence upon foreign smelters for our tin supply and 
has obtained the cooperation of industry to this end. 

WUr. Stettinius, Mr. Knudsen and Mr. Geno Dunn, the 
Division Head 's Senior Consultant, went before Committees 
or the House and Senate to urge expansion or the 'IVA's 
power producing racili ties in the total amount or $65,000 ,000 
or which $25,000,000 was to be available tor construction 
during the current fiscal year~ Both Committees reported 
out the proposal favorably but Represantative Donald B. 
MCLain (R., N. 1.) objected to consideration by the House 

QtrcL~a~ 
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IUI4 ... nppone4 'br Rtpzre•ed•.U•• J'oa M•, (L, B. r.) 
u4 Rapzre..aatln ben" 11. Dlrba (L, Ill.). Thl• 
~· pa••aae 1111P0•8l'ble 'befozre reo•••1DC tor 1111e oo•at1oa. 
'l'hh D1na1on hu taken tbe poe1Uon that it 1a a'beolutelT 
e .. ent.ial to the national deteue that the 'rVA power pr~ 
duction be increased in the amount asked. Delar ot a tn 
weeks in authorizing tbie Wldertald.DS mlgbt mean del&J' ot 
a :year in tilling the d8111 tor the generation ot power as 
it is necessary to catch the fiood waters next spring." 

' I don't suppose that will be written by the famous ~ per cent ot 

the Press -- in view of the confidential aside I made just then. 

~ It has been, Mr. Presi dent . 

TBE PRESIDEK' : It ought to be done again as coming from the President . 

It should be emphasized. 

This is Sidney Hillman ' s report: (Reading) 

"This Division has emphasGed forlll1.18.tion ot plans for 
training skilled workers in industry under the direction ot 
Mr. Owen D. Young as advisory aid to Mr: Sidney Hillman. Al­
ready between 30 ,000 and 40,000 enrollees are actively taking 
training th.Dough facilitieR provided by this program. In the 
vocational schools being uUlized , training is made available 
to workers on WPA and NYA rolls and other interested in s~ 
curing such courses, particularly those who feel the need 
for refresher training --" 

whatever that is -- (Reading) 

11to retrieve their earlier skill. 

"Combined facilities of the NYA, CCC, and Office at 
Education are being coordinated to assure maximum use of 
existing facilities and agencies of the Government.. All 
training is in anticipation of meeting such demands for 
labor a~ may arise in connection wi-th the defense program. 
The first and major consideration is to provide employment .. 
to those who are employable and now without jobs. The un-
employed, in the opinion of this Division, constitute the 
greatest l abor resource which can be used most expeditiously 
in this connection. It is interesting to note that up to 
the present there have been no specific requests for skilled 
labor made to the Defense Conmnssion." 

That bee,rs out what we talked about before, how there really is 

not any shortage at the present time . VIe are using what we have. 

(Reading) 

"It is evident that thus tar needs ot private industry tor 



.. 
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ald.llecl aD4 o11her labar are beiq mn • • 
• 

"This D1rta1on baa orpnized a labor adrtao17 board oozr 
aiating of representatives of the American Federation of Labor 
and t~e Congress of Industrial Organizations, tosether with 
the Railroad .Brotherhoods. It meets each week with Mr. 
Hill.nwin and has pledsed COIII.Plete cooperation ot its combined 
membership to the national defense program. 

"Through the intervention of the labor supply division 
acting wit h the Conciliation Service ot the Department of 
Labor, several serious production stoppe.ses have been averted 
in the General Motors Corporation, on Pacific Ooast Shipping, 
in shipbuilding on the ~lf Coast, in the copper industry in 
Utah, and. in the aluminum industry." 

Leon HSnderson, Division of Price Stabilization: {Reading) 

"The primary effort of this Division during the past 
few weeks has been directed toward the determination of the 
etfecta of the Rearmament Program on the nation's price 
structure. 

"A central Bureau of Research and statistics ·has been 
organized under the direction of Stacy ·May as a clearing 
house· for information required bythe various divisions of 
the Commission, particularly in respect to intonnation 
developed from other government agencies . Much of this 
information deals with the determination of materials and 
facilities required by the armed forces and t he nature of. 

- the resollrces of the nation available · to fill both military 
and civilian requirements. 

"Analysis of both the materials and resources have been 
coupled wit h consideration of measures for control and price 
stabilization. Numerous proposals for price regulation are 
being studied. With Donald Nelson, Coordinator ?f Defense 
·Purchases, cons'ideration is being given application of pri­
orities from the viewpoint of their impact on prices. Sur­
veys are also being mde by t his Division of the economic 
organization and controls within the belligerent countries." 

I might say on t.l).at question of priorities we have not reached the 

point yet where we need to apply priorities and we cannot assign 

any date. 
. I 

~'fe may not have to at all. Vfe are studying it so as 

to be ready in case of need. {Reading) 

"Standards are being i'orill.llat ed to guide procurement 
agencies in connection with recent legislation authorizing 
negotiated contracts in lieu of competitive bidding. 

"The domestic price structure is under constant sul.'­
veillance." 

.. 
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(The Prea14m 414 Din :read to the Press the tolloriJI&, 11h1oh 
was inolu4e4 in ~he Jld.llleographed releue: 

(When prioe iucreases appear UDjustified conterenoitl have 
been held and will continue to be arre.used. Voluntary 
agreement i s sought in this connection, and thus tar basi­
ness has evidenced its desire to cooperate. 

(The complicated problems .involved in amortization 
for incane tax purposes, as well as those inherent in the 
goveriilllent policy for lending t h rough the R!'C to expedite 
plant expansion, bave occupied considerable time in this 
Division. The whole problem of plant expansion is being 
studied in cooperation with Commissioners Knudsen and 
Stettinius as well as representatives of ather government 
agencies involved.) 

On the Agricultural Division -- Chester Davis: (Reading) 

. . 

"Development of a unit of this Division has been under­
taken to work on t he problem of new plant location for 
defense purposes with the view to utilizing surplus l abor 

•particularly in agricultural areas and thus avoid uneconomic ., 
concentration of induatry." 

We talked for quite a while today in the meeting about that general 

policy of trying to extablish industrial additions in the agricul-

tural areas am, especially, in the areas in the country where 

there is the most unemployment, end that is the general policy. 

(Reading) . 

"Under the new powers created by Congress to the Recon­
struction Finance Corporation, advance payments can be made 
against future deliveries of strategic ma...teria.ls. Funds 
thus mao.e available can be used for the purchase of agri­
cultural commodities. A .substantial project in this connec­
tion is now in the process of preliminary negotiation. 

"This Division has collaborated with Mr. Hillman in 
connection with the development · of plans for training Ameri­
can youth vl'ith a view to affording equal opportunities to 
farm youth and those of the cities in the program soon to be 
inaugurated. 

"Extensive collaboration with the Department of Agricul­
ture has been undertaken in developing plans to: 

"(a) Promote increased use of surplus farm products at 
home and, where possible, abroad to minimize the effect ot 
curtailed export outlets. 



,.._ 'o•s 
"(b) lll11lt8ln qrioultural pl"'ddloUon at meet tavqrable 

twela tor at1oDal. deteue aD4 health Meda, prCDOtiDS 
s1lll1ltaneou.sl)- the objeotin ot parity pr1oea tor farm pro­
ducts. 

"(c) Wor~ out in adV8DCe specific plana to protect 
producers from unfavorable effects or changes that may r~ 
ault from international developments. 

Consumer ·Protection: (Reading) 

"This Divi'sion has laid the ground work tor an extensive 
educational campaign to mobilize public sentiment behind the 
idea that the civilian population must be prepared peysica.lly 
to meet the defense responsibilities placed Upon it by sny 
emergency. To this end t he Commission has approved emphasiz­
ing '!;he ilr\Portance of health and public welfare in t he defense 
program. A coordinating committee has been organized to 
facilitate development of these aspect.s of the program. The 
committee includes: Surgeon-General Thomas Parran, Dr. M. L. 
Wilson, Director, Extensio.n Service, Department of AgricUlture, 
Miss Katharine Lenroot, Head of the Children's Bureau, Depart­
ment o~ Labor, and Arthur~. Altmeyer, Chairman, Social Security 
Board. 

"Definite plans ha ve been prepared for meet ings with: 
(l) leaders --" 

·'· 
this is coming next week -- (Reading) 

"-- leaders of civic organizations called together to mobilize 
human resources an4 direct them into constructive channels;" 

I might add t hat leaders of civic organizations, I think, will con-

sist very largely of women's organizatioll.'i like t he federated women's 
• 

clubs, the League of Women Voters, consumers' associations, et cetera, 

and that will be followed by the retailers coming in. (Reading) 

"Protection of the public from unjustifiable increases in 
consumer goods prices is a major project of this Division." 

(The President did not read the following, which was included 
in the mimeographed release: 

("The staff in cooperation with economists of other 
government agencies is on the alert in this COl;lllection anq 
continuing studies are \.ulder way to form the basis for what­
ever recommendations may be needed.") .. •. , . ' 

And, finally, the Division of Transportation: (Reading) 

"Emphasis bas been placed by t his Division upon securi~~g ' 
• 
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a Rltable -.zo •Dl7 11o •et ••Pur ct•""• .,.. atl ,,..._ 
poJtaUcm. lfo n.1a · 11114 11ll1a D1T1•1cm 1• WOI'kUI el ... l7 11Lt• 
illle Aa.o1aUon ot .AMrioaa Bail~cb aal the -..1ou aort Lt.M 
Ba1ll'oa4 .baoo1at1on. '!'heN ia, ail preMnt, a 41alooaUoa ot 
oar loa41DP in the OOUD't1'7• Certaia areu are oGilhonh4 11lth 
definite 1DDreana while otllera are exparieaoiJls a deorea ... 

•concrete reoa.un4&Uona haTe already been drawn up tor 
aoqu181Uon ot Ter7 mbstantial nuabera ot special rolling atook 
for baD4l.1ng troope aD4 their equiJBant. Conferences have been 
held '!11th repreaentatiTes at raUwa7 oar shop~ in lllinoia, 
Indiana, Kiasouri aD4 PeDlUiylnnia to diacuaa coat and t'J'P8• ot 
cars. 

"As a result ot the atud1' ot the ava1lab1lit7 ot serTiceable 
freight cars, Mr. Budd baa urged upon the A.soo1ation ot Am.ericen 
Railroads, 'the need tor full performance b7 all lines ot 'the 
re:tair work neceuarr to reduce cars in bad order to not more 
than 6f,, as was agreed.'" · 

Tbat would be tlle lowest percentage of bad order cars, I think, probably 

in the history ot American railroading. 
1-

(Reading) .. 
"The entire subject ot rail transportation, including special 

reference to fiU'IIIY' maneuvers scheduled later this year, is re­
ceiving earnest and intelligent consideration by Mr. Budd and 
his entire staff • 

. 
"Special attention is being given by the Consultant to the 

Commissioner of Transportation representing the Great Lakes 
Carriers in connection with the movement of iron ore, a basic 
factor in the defense program. 

"Four consultants representing the highway users are making 
a study of defense program re quirements in their field to estialte 
demmds which may be made upon that form ot tre.nsportation in an 
emergency." 
. 

ADd we t .alked about, in that connection, the use of b~g busses ot· all 

kinds, inter-city busses and lar~ school busses, so tbat we will know 

exactly llhere everr one is and what its status is as a possible carrier 

tor troops in tillle ot war -- infantry. (Reading) 

"studies inTol ving tb.e inland waterways 8Jid pipe liD& problema 
are being lllrTeyed, Action has been taken to interest the nriou• 
pipe llne operators in effecting the most efficient trana~rtation 
ot petroleum end its by-products by pipe line tor emergency re­
quirements." 
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qu.sUon ot ooastal nhr op~ration ao that n won't get ill'to the ... 

jam that I got into in Deo•bezo, 1917, when we did DOt han en<Ngh 

seagoing tugs to go IU'Omld and bring coal from Cbeeapeake and Dela-.re 

Bays to the New Englan.d factories; that problem ot'' the tugs · is being 

studied at the present time. 

SteTe (Mr. Early) will have copies of t bose :fbr you all and it is 

a progress report. We will have more of them, of course, from now on. 

They are getting on extremely well. The. contracts are goj,ng out. 

Q, Kr. Preside~t, on tbe acquisition of transportation equipmant, how is 

' 
that to be financed'? 

'mE PRESIDENT: What'? 

Q, The acquisition of rolling stock: for the troops, how is it to be financed'? 

'!HE PRESIDENt': The special rolling stock i.e to be paid for by the Govern-

ment -- certain types of cars. Well, just tor example, there are cer-

tain car s that they -- the technical term for them is "cellar" cars. 

In other words, instead of the floor of the car being -- what'? -- Ji 
teet or 4 feet above the r ails, it is cut away, the floor, so that you 

can take scmething that is pretty high like a tank, an Army tank, and 

set it in there and 'the tank goes down to perhaps within six inches of 

the r ails and you gain, on height you gain 3 feet and enable that carload 

ot tanks to go through a normal railroad tunnel that it could not go 

through otherwise. Now, things like that, of course, are no good for 

civilian tranaportation and the GoTernment would have t o bUJ' those and 

own them. 

Q, Mr. President, did this discussion include the poss1 bili ty of establishing 

new gunpowder plants in the interior, a long the liue ot --
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I can't -- tuy tid DOt tell u tU 8Jie01t1o plaoea. 

Q. We und.erstud the pl.aD has matured ad h about rea~ to be •nnOWloed. 

18 that correct? 

'lD PRISIIIIR'l': I think so; I think they are ready to be announced. -· 
Q. Do you know how many plants are iDTolnd? 

'lD PRESIDBRr: I could DOt tall you. Didn't they announce one 1n the 

Tennessee Valley? 

Q I could not say, sir. .,. 

'IRE' PRESIDENr: I think so. That may be depeDdent on this question ot more 

horse-powei down there. 

Q. Mr. President, I should like to as!t you very honestly and sincerely wby . 
you have retrained from making your position known on the third term 

' question? 

'!HE PRESIDENt': Well, I think you might get on the air tonight and listep. --.• 
• 

listen to your radio. In other words, I think you can properly say t.lat 

there will be an axmounoement in behalf of tbe President made by Senator 

Barkley tonight after his address, that being the f i rst meeting of the 

Convention under its permanent organization. 

Q. Can you giTe us a hint? 

THE PRESIDI!m': No • 

Q About what time, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: After his address. Now you bave got SOJile real news. (lAughter) 

Q ¥1'· ~sident-, I don't mean to press this -­
~ 

'!HE PRESIDENT: (interposing) There 1a no use pressing it • 
.. 

• 1 
, Q; BUt your IIJlswer to m:r question did not IIJlawer my quesiion. 

THE PRESIDJ:NT: Ot course it did not • (lAughter) 

' 



Q .,. ... nta ae, ell',._ JOQ laaft Htra1111114 tzoa •"1• lt blat 

!Ill ftiBTftW: I jan tol4 JW nat. ftia 1a tu ftrn a1Pt •• o.r.u .. 

Q. llr. Preaicleat, tor the 1nto~t1on ot our e4Uora, ooul4 JOU tell ua w)Q­

JOU rep.rd th1a ato:ry as more importalli than the CoDeti.ont 

m:l PRBSIDmr: Yell, wouldn't J'OU put the aatet,. ot the oou1R1"7 ahead ot . . 
~bo47'• conTention? 

Q. Ill'. President, Secreta:ry Hull toda7 said that to stop traffic on the Burla 

Road would be an un•rranted interposition ot obstacles to world trade. 

Could you enlarge on that? 

THI PRESIDENT: No. 

Q. Co~l you say whether this represents a break with the ilri..\ish on the 

Far East policy? 

THE PRESIDENI': I could not discuas it at all. 

Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate any personal statement subsequent to 

that ot 1lr. Barkley? 

THE PRESIDENT: I told you all I can possibly tell you at the present time. 

0. Mr. President, have you considered any plans with regard to the mobilization 

ot the National Guard as tar a s the Social Security card is concerned, 

or whether these fellows are going t o rece!Te their jobs back when they 

daobili ze? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. You mean --

Q. (interposing) I mean, generally, what is going to happen to them after they 

sene their year or so and are d•obil1zed? 

TBB PRESIDENT: I don't know . I frankly could not answer the question. I 
, - . 

.lcnow the subject is being studied but I baven 't got to the point ot even 

atud71ng that pbue ot it yet. 

KR. R!lNOLOO: Thank J'OU, Mr. Preaident. (Laughter as the. Press ruahed tor t)le 

door.) 

( \ 
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