ss Conference #662,
In the President's Study at his Home
in Hyde Park, New York,
July 23, 1940, 11.05 A. M.

THE PRESIDENT: Charlie (Mr. Burd), when did you get back? It is good
to see you. ..

Q (Mr. Burd) I just got back on the job, Mr. Mdaﬁt.

THE PRESIDENT: (addressing a local reporter) How is everything locally?
You caught a murderer this morning.

Q Yes, or what it might develop into., We cannot tell very well, -

THE PRESIDENT: Also I read in the paper sbout some awful trouble down in
Wappingers?

Q I was going to ask you to comment on it.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know anything about it except what I read.

Q@ Well, from time to time there have been minor disturbances -- I don't
knmow whether you would cell them disturbances. There was a religious
goclety of Jehovah's Witnesses and then this Communist group did
seek permits on different occasions. Of course, it is a village and |
they seem to exercise their own authority, more or less, in deter-
mining the ordinances and once in a while deny a permit. And, sup-

pnaédly, this group did petition yourself in their behalf. I do not

know just how official that was, but at least the Sheriff's office --
THE PRE;DENT (interposing): How did the Federal Govermment come into 1t?
Q I don't know. It is just, I suppose, that this Communist group felt
that they had certein civil rights and probably the fact that youm
huppana-li to live in this County.
THE PRESIDENT: I guesas that is it.

Q@ There isn't anything you would like to say about it?
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THE PRESIDENT: I had not heard anything about it until I read it in the
paper. t

Q Would it be all right to mention that you were interested, or would you
rather not?

THE PRESIDENT: No, because I don't know whether the Epdnral Government has
any jurisdiction. I suppose, whatever it was, it would be referred
to the Attorney Gemeral, but I cannot comment on it because I do not
know anything.

I think the only thing I have here is a request thing from
Norman Davis, The Red Groaa-ﬁava had quite a mumber of letters from
around the country aéying that some form -- it is pretty vague --
gome form of fifth column activities are trying to sabotage the rais-
ing of money by the Red Cross for supplying the people in Europe, and |
they are starting the rumor that the Red Cross war relief supplies
are falling into German and Italian military hands, and Norman Davis
is somewhat exercised because these reports of the stories come from
various parts of the country, and he asked me to say, which I do with
a great deal of pleasure, that those reports are utterly and completely
unfounded and that all supplies that have gone over have been actually,

" physically, distributed to people in need. And it is expected that
that will continue., Apparently somebody 1s starting one of those
whispering campaigns. What is back of it I do not know, but it is
a lot of smoke. I think that is ahqgt all T have.

The Ambassador {Ambaauado; Bullitt) and I have been doing a little
chatfing but there has been no conference. In other words, he is a
house guest and occasionally he will mention something, or perhaps 1

will say, "By the way, you did not tell me about this or that," and
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there 1s anything that oen be added to that.

Q Is the Ambassador going tonturn to his post in France?

THE PRESIDENT: My Lord, he hu‘onlr Just turned around. I think he needs
a ;'n days' holiday. .

Q Mr, Prni.d-gﬁ. have you given any consideration to the National Chair-
man to succeed Mr. Farley?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet, George (Mr. Durno).

Q When do you think you might get around to it, Mr. President?

- THE PRESIDENT: I don't know,

'Q.  There was a story --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing): I will probably see Jim in the course --
elther in Washington the end of this week or the beginning of next
'I'Illk- |

Q -There is a story out of Chicago that he is going to tender his resigna-
tion as Postmaster General on Friday.

THE PRESIDENT: I guess that is just amother story out of Chicego. (Laughter)
Further comment is unrecessary.

Q Senator Reed has called a meeting of the Jeffersonian Democrats in
Chicago. _Hava you any message to send?

@ PRESIDENT: Again? Well,-he did it in 1932 and he did it in 1936 emd
I think he did it in 1528, Ee certainly is well qualified from ex-
pa_riannu. And, of course, on top of that -- I don't know what the
date was but I think it was since 1936 -I- as we all rmb_m‘:. that
sweatshop matter came up.

I Q That was under NRA, wasn't 1it?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. X may have been after 1932 and before 1936. I don't




Q M. mant. mumruamd-w. tnmmn-auﬁ-
gestion as to the Dutchess County Fair, which I know is clmto TR

your heart, and I thought possibly you might use your own influence
to maybe get some military unit there for one day, ct.thﬂ going baock
end forth to meneuvers in New York, as a feature, you know,
THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I will look into it but it is a pretty aiffi-
cult summer to do it because all the military units are working over-
time on maneuvers this summer and I think -- I am not sure -- that
those meneuvers in northern New York will still be on. |
Q It is possible, because the Fair comes the last week in August, it is
possible that some may be returning.
THE PRESIDENT: I will look into it. Kannee, make a note to look into it
and see if there is any regiment on the way down on the Post ﬁm& at
that time,
Q In that comnection, they would welcome any suggestions of something new
for the Fair, and I thought maybe you might have some suggestions?
THE FRESIDENT: You caught me off balance. I might, if I thought it over.
Q Do you expect to be thara?j
THE FRESIDENT: Who is running it?
Q Ben (Benson) Frost, as secretary. He is asking a Poughkeepsie committee
to cooperate, to pep it up from that angle, L
THE FRESIDENT: I will probably see Ben in the course of the next week or
two and talk things over. | I
Q M:r. President, do you consider that the word "bolt" accurately desoribes
Burke's action 1nﬁ going over to Willkie?
THE PRESIDENT: No. As I understand it, the Democratic Party bolted from

him recently. (Laughter)
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Q Would the word 'bolt' acourately ducrﬂuiﬂ '-tm&tq)

Q How do you regard these Jeffersonian Democrats leaving the ticket?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, take amother couple -- you take good old Lew Douglas
and Johnny Henes. Lew Douglas did not vote for the Democratic ticket
in 1936 and I doubt very much if Johmny Hanes did. They were both
in the Govermment and they are thoroughly honorable and amiable young
gentlemen, and I think the Govermment found that thelr E_;lant of mind
ran more to dollars than to humanity. |

Q Have you made any definite engagement yet to see Wallace (Secretary of
Agriculture) on your return?

THE PRESIDENT: I think he will be back on Thursday.

Q You will see him at that time?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Mr. President, have you any word from Secretery Hull as %o the. progress
of the Conference at Havana? .

THE PRESIDENT: Not directly, only through Summer Welles, He talked to
Sumner and said things are going very well. Sumner telephoned that
up to me but I did not talk to the Secretary (Full) himself personally.
In fact, I was out at the time -- I was down 9:1: Newburgh at the time
he called up.

Q There is an unconfirmed report around New York that some shift in the
Labor Board is possible, with Governor Winant mentioned as a possi-
bility?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a word about it.

Q Winant is back in this country..

THE PRESIDENT: Is he back?

AMBASSADOR BULLITT: He came back with me,




Q Is Mr. Wallace going to comtinmue as Secretary of Agriculture?

THE PRESIDENT: I assume sa, orrth-num—m|1-nrrfh-roem-
I was terribly amused; three papers that I have seen tried to differ-
entiate between Hoover remaining as Secretary of Commerce when he was
nominee for the Presidency and Wallace continuing as Secretary of
Agriculture, and they Jﬂgﬂ.ﬂ 2 wonderful differentiation == the amount
of mnna:a:"- the two departments spent. In other words, it was all right
if you spent only 40 or 50 million dollars but 1t was not all right
%o continue 1f you spent 300 million dollars. I think it was a

| perfect scream. (Laﬁghtar) ¢

Q Can we use that for background without attribution or memntioning you?

THE FRESIDENT: It is all right, if you will mention the three papers.

Q@ There have been stories originating in New York about some daatrnfara
being converted into possible troop transports for marines, and
around the hraaicfaat table this morning we were rather curiocus as to
where they would find space to take any appreciable body of troops?

THE PRESIDENT: They would not take any appreciable body of troops -- a
very small number., Really, that is an experimental thing and we are

using a number of these old destroyers for certain experiments, and

| I think there were two of them that were being fitted out to carry
a very small number of marines. I think it is --

(At this point Franklin Roosevelt, Jr. came in to speak in a whisper to
the PI'Eﬂidﬂnto]

~= it is just an experimental thing and I do not remember -- I would
be afraid to mention any number, but it is, of course, a very small
number of men.

- .

Q Could you say in what type of operations these destroyers would be

utilized?



those old destroyers are still capable of doing, oh, x np;pui 32
or 33 knots., If you want the number, I suppose the easliest way to
say is "less tham a company." :

Q This request that you sent up for the Export-Import Bank yesterday,
Mr. President, do you view that as strictly supplemental to the
cartel program which me; being dﬂalopeﬁ prior to the submission?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, it is supplemental to it.

Q It will all d?ratail in together?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q It won't interfere --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing): Of course, as a matter of fact, the cartel
thing depends entirely on the definition of the word. Some people
define it one way and some snother. The only way you cen define it
is that 1t is to improve the markets for certain Pan-American sur-
pluses for the benefit of the Continent as a whole and the hurting
of no one individual republic. That is the easiest way to define it.

Q@ Mr. President, with respect to the flax crop of South America, it is
my understanding that llorth America has raiise-ﬂ suffieient flax this
year on the crop forecast to take care of a.:l.l their needs. Is there
any plan to buy the surplus purely on the basis of storing it away
to maintain the economic level?

THE PRESIDENT: That is in the mere discussion stage. We have not got
beyond that. No details of how and where,

Q There were reports floating around town yesterday that you had inter-
ceded with Great Britain and urged them to turn down Hitler's latest

peacé proposal? S

THE PRESIDENT: I am afraid those are just wild reports -- very wild.
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Q Any comment to make om the report that there is going to be a pretty

definite case of mass starvation next flll in Europe? There is a
report that France lost 50 per cent of their crops because of no
planting and, generally speaking, throughout all Europe there is

to be a frightful shortage of food.
X /

THE PRESIDENT: There seems to be a definite thought to that effect but I

cannot give any figures because, for one reason, there is very little
infarmation that 1s definitely reliable, It is very hard to say any-
J'r.hing thaut is factual on it. Just for example, I was gliven an illus-
tration. Oh, just about two weeks ago we got a repaft -=- again it 1is
not official, has not been verified -- that a very large portion of
the cattle and poultry and pigs in Denmark have been -~ one report
‘said ordered destroyed and the other one said actually killed, and
that the carcasses had been taken into Germany. Of course, if that
is true -~ I mean, the reports run as high as 50 per cent of all the

livestock in Demmsrk -- and if that is true, it would be, naturally,

a pretty serious thing for the Danish population,

Q@ The Government has no report as yet on the percentage of arable land

which had, prior to the war, been cultivated and which is not being
‘cultivated because there is no sufficient farm lsbor or because of

war ﬁa.ﬁﬂuvera?

THE PRESIDENT: It is all a guess and because of the lack of definite in-

formation == Bill Bullitt will confirm that -- you cannot even tell

about the whole of Fremce. That we know more about than possibly

any other country at the present time, and estimates run anywhere

from, oh, 10 per cent up to 25 per cent., I would say that I would be

-awfully gunarded in giving any definite picture because we have not

the detailed facts,

i Sy — T
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Q In Philadelphia we bad a discussion on that with Mr. (Herbert) Hoover,
as a former relief administrator and not as a potential candidate

for the Presidency, in which he painted a very, very black picture
and said it was based on pretty detalled conferences with spokesmen
for various governments. He forecast the worst famine in all history
if this war went into the fall.

THE PRESIDENT: Of course, I would like to have that information very much.
I would give anything in the world to have 1it.

Q Hasn't this committee that he is titular head of-had gny/::nferanua
with you?

THE PRESIDENT: - They are with the Red Cross and the Red Cross has had no
spacifi-; information from them.

Q I was wondering how much he was talking in generalities?

THE PRESIDENT: I think probably the best way to check up would be to go
to certain embassies and legations in Washington and yoﬁ might find
amongst them an ambassador who will give you a generalization, but,
frankly, I doubt if those ministers and ambassadors have any detalled
informatli on whatsoever because, probably, in that case we would have
it.

Q@ I am sure you would have.

MR. REYNOLDS: Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: ) Well, everything else is all quiet. I have this ceremony
now (the presentation of the pin commemorating the President's twenty-
£ifth anniversary as an Odd Fellow), and outside .of that I am -- oh,
T will tell you what I have: 1I'am beginning to unpack some boxes of
books in the Library and several shiploads -- I mean, vanloads of
mail have arrived, and thiq afternoon I am going to have a carpenter

(L umtl

cabinet maker up here from Poughkeepsie, Mr. Lum, to go over with me
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great many of these ‘models that have been litt:lng muml thn hpl
bookcases and on window 8ills in the White House. They have just
been tucked away anywhere. They have tﬁ have stands made for them,
8o I am going to telephone to hh'[%umwand try to get him to come up
and work out some methods by which these tables can be made.

Q@ Those were the ship models and other marine things?

THE PRIBIDEH‘I' Yes.

Q What is it you are going to get from the 0dd Fellows?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q What is it you are going to get from the 0dd Fellows?

THE PREIDEH’I': I do not know. <You had better stick around and see. It
is a suﬁrisa. (Laughter)

Q What lodge is this that you belong to?

THE PRESIDENT: Hyde Park.

Q@ And it is twenty-five years?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, twenty-five years, but I think it is about two years

. overdue. I have been putting off this ceremony for about two years.
Q Is that schaduled, Mr. President, right now? A |
THE PRESIDENT: Right off; now. They are waiting outside. In fact, I
- don't lkmow but tilatl the cameramen are there. They n;n qget: a picture

of this beautiful gift.

Q@ Is it another pin with a jeweled setting?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know, but it is something very important.

Q@ Do you plan to be back in Washington Thursday morning?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and then, off the record, I have the Luxembourg boys

coming to lunch. Papa Luxembourg and six or seven children, EO.'l

are having a family dinner. And this -- also wery strictly off the

i
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Q When do you expect to be back here again?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, in about ten days.




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #663,
Executive Offices of the ‘lhita House,
July 26, 1940, 10.40 A.M.

PRESIDENT: Good morning.

Q Good morning.

THE PRESIDENT: My, it is sure hot. I think I have taken off two
inches around my waist.

Q That is the only good effect of heat.

THE FRESIDENT: Yes.

Q It does not affect me that way, though.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the nniy news I have is that I am going down,
late tomorrow evening, dnyn the Bay, and I am taking with me the
Secretary of the Navy and Chairman Vinson of the Naval Affairs
(Committee) and Senator Walsh -- I am trying to find him; he is
up in Massachusetts somewhere and I hope he can get back in time --
and going down the River, down the Bay, and on Monday morning I

am going to inspect the Norfolk Navy Yard and the new building
operations there and then go to the Fleet Base and Training Sta-
tion and inspect all the new buildings that have been put up
there. That is one of our largest training stations. And then
I am going to go across to 0ld Point Comfort and inspect the
fortifications there and then out to Langley Field and look at
the experimental work that is going on and then to the Newport
News Shipbuilding Company and 16ak at all of their new antivi-t
ties. They are running, I think, probebly on a bigger schedule

than they were during the World War, doing a lot of work for com-



mercial ships and also Navy ships. And then I*wiil go back to
the POTOMAC and back here Tuesday morning. I wish I um.:ld take
the Press aboard but, as you know, there isn't any room. You
will have to find your own way down to Norfolk.

Q Press Conference, as usual, Tuesday morning?

Q Tuasﬂaf afternoon.

THE PRESIDENT: I do not believe I ﬁ}ll get back in time.

MR. EARLY: It is Tuesday afternoon.

THE_PRESIDEHT: Yes.

Q@ Mr. President, we expected some clarification of the embargoes of
petroleum and scrap metal in your extension of the licemnsing
gystem yesterday?

THE PRESTIDENT: Of course it is not an embargo.

Q I said "extension of the licensing system.™

THE PRESIDENT: It is not an embargo. Practically all the leads and
headlines this morning that I read called it an embargo, which
it is not. It is putting them under a licensing system and the

only thing that needs to be done is the technical problem about !

categories and, sometime today or tomorrow morning, there will be
a supplementary Order redefining the technical categories.

Q We have had reports out of Japan, sir, that the Japanese Governmantl
has made some representations about the application of this licens-
ing system to shipments to J’e.pan.l Have you haat;:}‘ anything on that
sub ject?

THE FRESIDENT: No, I have not heard anything about it. I think the
Japanese Ambassador was told about this thing hafora,gﬁutard&;.

o

'Q Any connection between this and the closing of the Burma Road?




THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no.

Q Mr. President, -~

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No. The only -- it is purely a matter
of national defense. That is one of the problems ntin. to be
worked out and that is the problem of the shortage of aviation
gasoline. That is the chief thing:__w_a are all ﬁunnurnad about be-
cause we have not got any ln:ge surplus stock of aviation gaso-
line in this country at the‘presant time. Not that -- what do
they call it? Octana®

Q High octeme. |

Q Mr. President, can you elaborate on your point that it is not an
embargo? That implies there would be some shipments allowed.

Can you tell us whether there is a quota being worked out?

THE PRESIDENT: That I do not know. You will have to ask State,
Treasury, et cetera about 1it.

Q I have been regquested to inquire, in view of the District aurfraga
plank in the Democratic pletform, what your views are?

THE FRESIDENT: I think all Fﬂudfin say is that the matter is under
study and that is stretchiﬁg it a little bit because during the
past week I have not thought about it at all.

Q@ Can you tell us anything about your conference with Secretary
Wallace yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I think the only thing you can say on it is that --
I can tell you a story which is fairly apt. Just twenty years
ago, after the San Francisco convention, I came back here and sew

President Wilson. I had been put on the ticket for Vice Presi-

dent and I said to the President, "When do you want my resignation?"
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He mmiled and said, "Well, you know, it happens to be one of

the subjects which," -~ I think hubn:ld -= "T wrote a thesis

on once when I was at Princeton." Anyway he made & historical
study of it nqd he said, "I have concluded, not only from what
might be ealléd the average of precedents, the historical pre-
cedents, but also from the point of view of the right thing to
do, that you should resign when but pnt until you start activu
campaigning. And,"™ he said, "when will that be?" I said, "I
think I am going out, as far as I can tell, to Governor Cox's

notification ceremonies early in August and then back to Hyde ey

Park to my own notification ceremonies, and then come down here
to Washington for three or four days et the Navy Department to
pick up ali.the papers out of my desk, and then start west on a
campaign trip." And that was when Steve (Mr. Early) and Mac !
(Mr. McIntyre) went along on that famous trip. And he said, I
"Well, that is all right. I think you should make your resigna-

tion effective the day before you start on the western campaign

trip."

; \
| So that is the way it was done and I think it 1s probably
a pretty good precedent and pretty good common sense.
Q When does Mr. Wallace start on his campaign?
THE PRESIDENT: I haven't any idea. I should say offhand not for
gome time yet.
Q@ Does that preclude the possibility of a long leave of absence by
Mr. Wallace rather than a ¥asignatinn?
THE PRESIDENT: No. Wilson did not say that.

Q Anything about your National Chairman yet?
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THE PRESIDENT: I do not know; I haven't any news and T do not know
~ anything about it.

Q On the radio yesterday Governor Stark (of Missouri) was mentioned
for Postmaster General.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, really?

Q That is a local paper. (Laughter)

Q There is a report from the Havana Conference that you might go
down there?

THE FRESIDENT: Whet is the Havansfreport?

Q@ There was a report from the Havana Conference thet you might go
down there?

‘THE PRE‘EIDM Oh, no; that is a wild one. |

Q (Miss Craig) Mr. President, who thought up the idea of Mrs. Roose-
velt going to Chicago to meke & speech? :

THE PRESIDENT: You did, didn't you? (Laughter)

Q (Miss Craig) No, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: 7You didn't?

Q (Miss Craig) No, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: I thought you did it.
- Q (Miss Craig) No.
THE PRESIDENT: It spoils a nice story. I got that from several com-
mentators, May. (Laughter) :
Q (Miss Craig) Is that the answer?
THE mﬁsmm: That is the answer. (Laughter)
Q Mr. President, the correspondents, American correspondents in

Shanghai, some of whom were threatened with deportation and

baatﬁn, et cetera, cabled you asking that Japan be held respon-
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sible for the safety of lﬁariunnn in Chins, nl;o asking that
retaliation be taken against Japanese correspondents in this
country if this treatment continues. Can you tell us what you
have done about 1t? |

THE PRESIDENT: I think I will refer it now to the White House Cor-

~ respondents' Association.

Q Mr, President, can you tell us anything about your conference
yesterday arfarnnon with Secretary Morgenthau?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we were .working on the Excess Profits Tax Bill
and they were gilving me fepnrts on the tax yilelds of wvarious
suggesteﬁ bracketse. It 1s still in the preliminary stege. As
I told you before, the general thought is that if this -- after
ell we have adopted the policy and that is that people should
not profiteer out of the daf?nss progrem. At the same time, we
want to speed it up all we can. Now, there are two -- there are
three things that we think ought to go together. If we repeal
the limitations of the Vinson-Trammell Act, the lﬂ'par cent
profit -- 12 per cent profit -- the Treasury of the United
States ought not to suffer thereby and that ties in rather in-
timately to the simulteneous passage of the excess prnfifh tax, -
and in the same way, if we reduce fha emortization period for
new plans, again the Treasury ought not to suffer therefrom and, |
therefore, it should be -- the reduction of the amortization
period should be simulteneous with the excess profits tax pas-
sage. That is the thing they are working on up in the Committee

at the present time because, obviously, if we were to go ahead

and reduce the amortization period immediately and repeal the
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§ - Vinson-Tremmell Act without passing an mn-'ﬁm&”ﬁm WA
would be a form of increased miuritibn for private companies;
in other words, making a great deal more money out of the defense
program than they would make under the existing law, and the
Treasury would lose money unless, at the seme time, there was
put through an excess profits tax.

Q@ Mr. President, can you tell us what the range of ylelds was that °

was discussed?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, my, no. I haven't got the faintest idea offhand.

That is a purely technical question.

Q Have you any further prograem that you will submit to Congress that
will keep them here until November or some such date?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I have heard of. Of course they have got the
Selective Service Bill, which is very important.

Q@ I mean, any other requests for new additional appropriations that
might keep them here?

THE PRESIDENT: Practicelly not. Of course there is.elways a certain |

number of reletively small items which are needed from time to

time to fill in items that you couldn't have foreseen. They are
not of any importance whatsoever and would not make a sufficient
reason for the Congress, because of those items alone, to sit

here in session, but I am not recommending that they go home.

b

It is entirely up to them.

Q@ I know your position. I was wondering if anything was happening
abroad that would keep them?
THE PRESIDENT: No.

|
Q Do you know, or can you tell us, if-you do, how soon you will be i
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able to ship 3.000 planes a month?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got the faintest idea.

"Q On that excess profits tax question, are you still in favor of

hﬁving it apply both to corporations and to individuals?

THE PRESIDENT: Obviously, 993 -per cent applies to corporations. We
want to make quite sure that the law covers any existing or pos-
sible future loopholes in personal returns, such as, for instance,
the methodof organizing femily trusts and so forth and so on.

Ceaitnolled?] |

Q The German control of radio says that ecivilians have appealed to
you and asked 1;-11,&1: you undertake peace negotiations or under-
take to bring abﬁut peace between England and Germany?

THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of it.

Q@ There are reporte floating around that this Government might qxtend
the combat zones to include the Iberian coasts, in view of the
English blockade in that region. That might preclude shipments
to Portugal and Spain?

THE PRESIDENT: I would put it this way: That is the last channel of
communication that we have left and we will keep it open as long
as we possibly can.

Q@ Do you want to comment on a bill before the House Foreign Affalrs
Comnmittee to use American ships to evacuate English children to
this country?

THE PRESIDENT: I think I would put it this way: There are two sides
to it -- three sides to it. TFirst, there is the British Govern-
ment's attitude and th_ere is our own very, very deep desire to

do everything we can. Almost more important than either of

those two is the question of the safety of the children. That




is the real crux of the matter and if we were reasonably certain

that we could get American fleg ships in and out with those chil-
dren without their being torpedoed or bombed, thntrwould be one
thing. B;t in the ahaanéa of reasonable assurance of that safety,
that is a pretty big responsibility for this Government to take,
to send ships in there and £111 them up with children and then |
have them sunk. ‘

Q What would you regard as reasonsble assurance, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: That is a question in each case. For instance, you
read this morning of the sinking of a French ship under the
French flag, full of F:ench Naval officers and sailors, that
were being repatriated from Purtsmuutﬁ or Plymouth, I have for-
gotten which it was, over to France. The British say thet they
had a safe passage guaranteed hy the Germans, aﬁd the Germens
sald they had no such thing. Well, now, that is a pretty good
illustration. In other ﬁords, the British say, "We afe aanding
these French sailors back in perfectly good faith, in a well-
marked ship, flying the French flag, for repatriation in France."
In spite of that, when the ship was out in the Channel, she was
torpedoed, or anyway she was sunk with the loss of three hundred .
lives. . &

Well, suppose we should get assurances? It might be still
taking a risk to bring children back through that war zome.
Q Are we trying to get them?
"THE PRESIDENT: What?
Q Are ﬁa trying to get such assurances?

THE PRESIDENT: Only in this way, that we are building up =-- we haven't
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quite got to that point -- we are building up th{.lxlfi"- of avout
10,000 children in England with their pessports and everything
ready, and I suppose the next stage will be to ;ﬁk the British
what they can do on their own ships and find out next what the 5
attitude of the British Government is towards sending them £o
this country on their ships that are still coming in here, or to
Halifax, or Montreal, on the ships that are still going in there.
S0, we ara‘ﬁuat a little previous. It may come to that other
stage a little later on.

Q@ Is there any thought of linking that with the relief problem in
Europe, outside of Germany?

THE PRESTDENT: No.

@ It is a question of safe conduct.

Q@ Thank you, Ir. President. =




CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #664,
Taken at verious points, as indicated,
during the President's Inspection Tour
of Portsmouth Navy Yard, Norfolk Navy Yard,.
Fortress Monroe, Langley Fleld and Newport
News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock ow,
July 29, 1940.

(The Pﬂuidant apaku extemporaneously as follows, following his disem-
barkation at Portsmouth Navy Yard, 10.10 A. M.)
I am delighted to come back to Norfolk after a great meny
. years, to see the splendid work being done, not only to facili-

tate new construction but also repair work.

I am very much reminded of 1917 and 1918 when this was one
of the most important yards we had in the Navy,

(The following Press Conference took place just before leaving the Ports-
mouth Navy Yard, at 10,30 A. M., Admiral Manly H. E:I.mnns, Commandant of
the Navy Yard, took part in this Conference,)

THE PRESIDENT: Admiral (Admiral Simons), stand right out here and tell
the newspapermen what has been happening here. #

ADMIRAL SIMONS: I think most of them have that broadcast. (Referring to
the copy of his report to the President with respect to the activities
of the Portsmouth Navy Yard.)

THE PRESIDENT: But they haven't what I want, quite. And now, I will just
ask you some questions:

How many men do you have in the Y&r&, all told?

ADMIRAL SIMONS: 12,000

THE PRESIDENT: - How many did you have a year ago?

ADMIRAL SIMONS: Last September we had 76 hundred.

THE PRESIDENT: On construction work, we are building the ALABAMA, the first
battleship to be built at this Yard.

ADMIRAL SIMONS: No, sir; the first modern battleship. The old TEXAS was

built at this Yard.




THE PRESIDENT: mtmnlnolthotdféyuuMImbom

ADMIRAL SIMONS: Yes, sir; thet was in the gay nineties, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: And we are preparing ways for nna' more battleship?

ADMIRAL SIMONS: ﬁhn new submerged ways will take care of three battleships,
They will be 1186 feet long and will take 47 feet of water ;:rrnr the sills.

THE PRESIDENT: The Admiral told me one interesting thing that is worth
putting down and that is the great deal of work that has been done the
past few years by WPA labor. There are quite a mumber of these new
ships that are being built by WPA labor. That is just as en illustre-
tion. It is a pretty good Iillustration. 'ﬂ;'a have taken on, permanemtly,
as permanent Iamplnraas, about 40 per cent. Is that right?

ADMIRAT, SIMONS: Those figures are correct.

THE PRESIDENT: F;:rtr per cent of WPA labor, and they are now under Civil
Sar'r.‘l.cel. In othe_rr words, that shows that a fairly high percentage of
WPA labor is ;fﬁciant. That is the easiest way of putting it.

ADMTRAL, SIMONS: Yes, sir; and a good many of them would have been taken on
ha.& they been capable of meeting the physical requirements. A great
many of them were unable to meet the physical requirements.

THE PRESIDENT: Anything else to bring out, Frank?

SECRETARY ENOX: I thought that the new machine shop 'n'a.s tremendously inter-
esating.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that new machine shop.

ADMIRAL SIMONS: It is one of the largest shops that is under one roof in
the world.

THE PRESIDENT: In the world. It certainly is bigger than any other Navy
Yard. | |

SECRETARY ENOX: When running the Yard- at ulﬁmte'capnuity, what would be

your total of men employed?
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ADMIRAL STMONS: T think between 16 and 20 thousand.

There is one peint we haven't brought ﬁf.tnﬂ that is about our
relations with labor at the present time. They are very satisfactory
and a great many of the Union -- the biggest men in the Union in the
Yard are wondering why we don't go on a six-day week. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Thqf want to make more money.

ADMIRAL SIMONS: They are willing to do anything in the emergency and I
think they are all working with that spirit. -

THE PRESIDENT: That is fine. And now we will go down to the (Naval) Be;n.

ADMIRAL SIMONS: Thank you, sir; I am very much honored.

THE PRESIDENT: I am very happy.

* X *x %k ¥k k ¥k X%

(The President and his party then motored down to the Naval Operating
Base, arriving there at about 11.40. Following inspection, he boarded
the POTOMAC at Pier 2 at 12.30 P. M. and arrived at 0ld Point Comfort

at 1.15. He commenced an inspection tour of Fortress Monroe at about
2,00 o'clock and then motored to Langley Field, arriving about 3.00.
After the inspection and review at Langley Fileld the President and his
party motored to the plant of the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry
Dock Company, arriving about 4.30 P. M. Following his inspection of

the plant, the following Press Conference was held just prior to leaving
the yards, at 5.00 P. M.:)

THE PRESIDENT (introducing Ceptain Roger Williams, Vice President of the
Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company): Captain Roger
Williams was one of my Navy boys in the old tiag'a. We used to cruise
together and he is now Vice President of the Yard., I wanted Ceptain
Williams to tell you what they are doing and what they have been do-
ing the last year or two as compared with what they were doing the
last ten years or so.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: 1933 was the low point smd that year we were assigned
two large aireraft carriers and two cruisers, the construction of the

cruisers to be scattered over the following years. Those aircraft

™



carriers were the ENTERPRISE and the YORKTOWN, After that we par~

ticipated in other Naval work, which came along. We got a few
destroyers and considerable work for the Maritime Commission.

We built the AMERICA here; it left the Yard day before yesterday
and has just gone to New York.

THE PRESIDENT: You have got a battleship, a ni;tar ship of the omne over
at Norfolk.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: The battleship, that is the INDIANA.

Q Is that a 35,000 or 45,0007

GAPTAIN WILLIAMS: That is a secret. (Laughter) That is a secret. It is
35,000 off the record, but we do not knmow what it will be when we get
through. We don't quote the tonnage. Wu/ﬁ?thu aireraft carrier
HORNET about 45 per cent completed. And we have just taken on new
contracts for seven more aircraft carriers and four light cruisers.

THE PRESIDENT: As many as that?

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. Today I made a terrific decision which in-
volved 380 million dollars' worth of work. 380 dollars means a lot
to me, =, (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: How many men have you?

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: 12 thousand, and we will work up to between 18 snd 20
thousand. But we have 1501; afmttn around here, "no housee, no shippee,”
If you put that in the paper and work up the housing people, it will

help a lot. They are doing everything possible; they have one 500-unit

housing project and one slum clearance project which will take care
of about 250 more, but we do need a much larger housing development
and if you say, "No housee, no shippee,™ that will --= no ladies
around here? (Laughter)

Q No, air;
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GAPIAIN NILLIAMS: Y will put the oms on the U 8. Housing Administra
or whoever dou it. 5% A

Q (Mr, Durno) How does that 12,000 m- with normal?

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: Our normal is 6,000, 67 hundred, 65 hundred.

Q (Mr. Durno) How many ways have you?

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: We have nine ways and they are building two large ways
in addition and one large machine shep and turret shop.

Q You said something a while ago, Ceptain, regarding seven more carriers?

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: Well, we have actually got awards for three carriers
and two cruisers but the award written today will be four more carriers
and two more cruisers.

Q@ Did it break? £

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: Did it break?

Q@ The new award is dependent on the munaf being appropriated?

THE PRESIDENT: It is in that new bill of amthorization.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: It depends on the money being appropriated.

THE PRESIDENT: This is not only one of the most successful Yards but also
one of the happiest. |

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: That is perfectly true. I have spent ten happy years
in 1t, not always active ones but always happy.

THE PRESIDENT: Nearly all of the people here are local people who are
third-generation employees in some cases.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: That is true.

THE PRESIDENT: Also they have one of the most wonderful Naval museums
that Mr. Buntington started. I em sorry we haven't time to see it.

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: It is a mariners' museum.

'IHE PRESIDENT: It is a marine museum, all kinds of models, but more

Merchant Marine than it is Navy. Mine at Hyde Park is more Navy



than it is Merchant Marine.
Q Anything else you can give us? .
THE FPRESIDENT: I should also say that it is good eye demonstration of

what we have been doing for national defense since last summer, I

think they told you at the Airport just now that over the last three
years they have quadrupled the facilities and the actual work which
is going on. At the Fleet Base, with all the new ‘l'ﬂl;k that is going
on, I should say we have increased it 50 per cent in the last six --

I should say the last year, and in the Navy Yard at Norfolk, I guess

e e T . . T~ . e ot -

about the same thing. m I guess you have taken on 50 per cent more
work in the last year?

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. i |

Q@ Would you regard what we have seen as an adequate answer to the Adminis-
tra.t;ion critics?

THE PRESIDENT: This is just a beginning. We are going %o see a lot more,
George (Mr. Durno), before we get through.

Q (by a local reporter) We hope some of it comes down this way,

THE FRESIDENT: I think you are doing pretty wail down here. I don't think
you have any kick coming. The whole Hampton Roads ara;. is working
over time,

CAPTAIN WILLTAMS: All we nln handle.

THE PRESIDENT: Incidentally, do you happen to know about WPA? Have you
taken a lot of people of £?

CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: We have not had so much of an unemployment problem
down here. We have never really had it. We have always had some-
thing doing. You can elways go fishing; if you can't build ehips.
(Laughter) |

Q In some of your speeches you have called attention to the fact that




, Washington was omoe imvaded by the British?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes? | _
Q Now that you have looked over the outer defemses, I wonder if you
think that can happen again?
THE PRESIDENT: It would depend entirely on when it ceme and who it was,
(laughter) which is a good way of putting it. But in about -- well, |
a year from now we are going to feel a lot safer.
CAPTAIN WILLIAMS: I feel very inhospitable in not being able to offer you ==
THE PRESIDENT (interposing): It is all right. I have got to get back.
Q Does this trip indicate that you might make future inspections of |
Fleet Bases? | :
THE PRESIDENT: Yes; not only that but of Army stuff and aviation, et cetera. ‘
Well, I guess that is all. Captain, I have been quite happy to

see you again,




Press Conference #665,
Txecutive Offices of the White House,
July 30, 1940, 4.08 P,M. :

Q Good aﬂar;non, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, how did you recover?

Q Very well. We flew up this morning. It was & very nice flight.

THE PRESIDENT: Where did you stay?

Q The Monticello (Hotel, in Norfolk).

THE PRESIDENT: You did. You did not stay at the Chamberlain (at
0ld Point Comfort)?

Q No, we wanted to get the plane this morning. It was a nice warm
trip.

THE PRESIDENT: Fine. I took off about five pounds, which is a good
thing to do.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing I have got todsy relates to
something I spoke to you about three or four weeks ago and that
was the possible shortage and possible increase in price of pulp
paper, and we have been working on it since then .W I have a story
here thet Bob Horton will have more in detail in case you want
it, but the net result is that two of the divisions of the Advis-
ory Commission have been working on the problem of paper pulp
and they have had an excelldnt meeting with the trade as a whole.

Mr. Henderson says, (reading)
"The recent ﬂurveﬁ.r of prices indicated that
paper and pulp offered a dangerous possibility of
developing an inflationary spiral. It appears, for

the time being at least, that this threat has been
removed as a result of a lengthy discussion between
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- representatives of seventeen of the principal pro-
ducers in the industry and members of the staff of
Mr. Stettinius' division and Mr. Leon Henderson's
division. The spot prices of paper and pulp have
been rieing in recent months, due prinecipally to
the fear, fear of shortages that might develop from
the elimination of Scandinavian imports, fear of
increases in the export demands from our Americas,
such as South America, which had been cut off from
the European exports, and the posasibility of ex-
tensive uses of pulp in making explosives under
the defense program. Paper and pulp have a very
wide general consumer use. Prices constitute an
element of consideration in practically all the
production and distribution actiyities. Runaway
prices in such essential might have a serious ef-
fect over a wide range of our economy."

Mr. Stettinius' group, his division, surveyed the industry's
capacity to produce and Mr. Henderson's group, utilizing the serv-
ices of several Govermment agencies, canvassed the price situa-
tion and on that basis they had the talk with the representa-
tives of the industry. Thay1eama to certain conclusions which
are of interest to newspapers. First, there is no actual short-
age of pulp, with the possible minor exception of & few special
groups. Secondly, there is no immediate danger of a shortage be-
cause additional capacity can be made available readily. Third,
the export of pulp may be expected to decrease because of the
inability at the present time of France and Ttaly to utilize
our markets, and the rayon pulp, which they have been taking
heretofore, can be diverted to grades that we must nsaq over here.
Fourth, the imports from Canada are expected to increase and the
excess of imports over exports will probably ease the American
domestiec situation, removing fears of depletion arising from
anticipated export demands that might advance pridas.. Fifth, a

striking spirit between public stock prices and contract prices
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* has existed, an importent element becsuse 90 per cent of pulp
1s 8014 on contract and a spiraling spot price is becaming the
basis for contract renewals., Sixth, the present spread between
cost and contract prices seems adequate to protect production
necessary to meafl:. foreseeable needs. Seventh, further price
changes would result only from actual changes in basiec costs,
such as wood and labor and fuel and chemicals and taxes, but
not through psychological factors. And, finally, the tonnage
likely to be required for defense purposes is not expected to
demand substantial diversion from the normal requirements of
the industry itself.

Thalindividual members of the industry, Mr. Henderson, said,
have assured us that they are firmly nppoged to permitting an
inflationary situation to develop. They offered full coopera-
.tion through individual price policies to prevent such a devel-
opment. The representatives of the Defense Commission were
assured the Government may at all times obtain complete coopera-
tion in production for defense needs. )

So 'hha't;. 1s another hurdle that has been taken.

I don't think I have got anything else. You can get copiles
of that from Bob Hortpn. |

Q Did you know that Sanat::r Barkley was going out to Missouri to
speak in behalf of Senator Truman?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I did not kmow.
Q@ You did not know?
THE PRESIDENT: I did not know.

Q Mr. President, you said yesterday you would be making other
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inspection trips. Can you: announce any plens?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, no; I haven't got any plans as to the other

~_ places I will go to. I do not know when.

Q Have you any word, sir, from Louis Johnson as to whether he is
coming back into the Govermment? -

THE PRESIDENT: I hdve not. He is out in the Bohemian Grove, I under-
gtand, and pedple do not =--

Q (interposing) Do not get in a hurry out there?

THE PRESIDENT: They do not get in a hurry out theres.

Q Mr. President, London reports say that the Duke of Windsor is
coming over on the American liner EXCALIBUR and will be escorted
by British men-of-war. Does that in any way --

(interposing)

THE PRESIDENT: /George (Mr, Durno), I do not know anything except what
I read in the paper. Maybe the State Department has something on
it, but I rather doubt it.

Q@ Mr. President, the Havana Conference is about to wind up. Do you.

care to offer any comment on the achievements?

THE PRESIDENT: Only to say that from the general reports we have had
it seems to have been very, very successful.

Q@ Do you halieva, sir, that the anti-trust action against many of
the major oil companies would prejudice the national defense
program?

THE PRESIDENT: That is too general a question. I haven't the faint-
est idea. I'd have to ask the Defense Council.

Q Mr. President, can you tell us anything about your possible selec-
tion of a National Chairmen on Thursday?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea.
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They are coming in Thursday at 12.00 ofclock. “4’ .

Q You have not discussed 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not discussed it with anybody. :

Q Has Secretary Knox indicated that Mr. cthtni: is a satisfactory
assistant for him?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not talked it over with him at all.

Q Do you endorse the principles of the Burke-Wadsworth Bill as it now
stands in the Committee?

| THE PRESIDENT: I dq.not think we can go into the deteils of that legis-
lation at the present time. I already said what I have to say on
it when I spoke that night on the general principles of the neces-
sity of man power for defense -- that a whole lot of men without
machines are not worth much, and thet a whole lot of machines
without adequately trained men are not worth much.

Q As I understand it, the Comnmittee hag delayed the bill while attempt-
ing to get your views on how this bill should be formed.

THE PRESIDENT: Will you check on that, because I am not sure that that
is exactly what happened.

Q Mr. President, the British Government today extended its blockade
to cover virtually all ﬁr Europe. Would that affect the applica-
tion of our neutrality laws? .

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I'd have to £ind out about it. It is e
little bit broad.

Q Any possibility of extending the combat zone to include the Spanish
and Portuguese uu;t?

L

THE PRESIDENT: Not 'at the present time. The situation has not changed

.
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Q Mr. President, the extension of the British bmm-wmm,
almost directly, to the blockade of the Portuguese coast.

THE PRESIDENT: You see, there is the trouble. I cannot comment on an
alleged Brit-:l.'sh blockade until I find out exactly what it is. I
don't know. | ;

Q Mr. President, Mr. Wendell Willkie said in Colorado Springs that he
saw no reason why !om Wilson Democrats should not vote for
him, that he stood Hs clearly for what they stood for. Do you
have any claims on their fidelity?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think any comment is necessary.

Q Thank you, Mr. President.

E .
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Executive offices of the White House,

August 2, 1940, 10.57 A.M,

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think I have got any news t;day. I expect to --
put it the other way, I hope to go up to Hyde Park tomorrow sometime --
when, I Idn not know -- for a few days, and have no definite plans
about what day I will come back.

Q There is a very definite feeling, Mr. President, in Congressional
circles that you are not very hot about this conscription legis-
lation and, as a result, it really is languishing. |

THE PRESIDENT: It depends on which paper you read.

Q (Mr. Essary) Well, I read my own, which I believe in., (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Now, Fred, you know I was thinking -- I was thinking the
other day. It is just one of those things -- nothing*nay e it has
been going on for about twelve years. I am in a%a?‘i!ﬁi:ﬁésition:
I am damned if I do and I am damned if I do not. In other words,

I am bound to be criticized whatever I do. Now, on this particular
bill, everybody knows that if I were to come out and send up to the
Hill a particular measure, what would you boys do, most of you?
'fuu would say that the President is "ordering Congress." ™0ld Mr.
Dictator, he is just ordering Congress to pass his bill."

Well, of course, the actual fact was that back in 1933, when
we were in the middle of a very serious crisis, with all the banks
¢losed, et cetera, in that hundred-day session and in a very few
cases in the 1934 session, we did send up ready-made bills, all

ready-made, and they were put through, most of them, without hear-

ings and, of course, afterwards they had to be amended and so forth
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fence to the Governmemt end a comvenience to the Congress. m,
I got beautifully panned. :

S0, scmewhere around 193,, I got pretty careful. I am just
talking to you, I might say from the heart, and very, very ninpl;r..
I got pretty ecareful and we did not send up ready-mede bills. We
were asked on many occasions, by Coomittees, to submit some form of
tentative draft, and we did it at the request of the Committees,
whereupon one of you boys, or several of you, invented the word
"must™ legislation, and I got panned on that.

Well, of course I have been absolutely -- tried to be -~
scrupulous in my relations with the Congress and I said -- I got
tired of saying it after a couple of years -- that literally there
was no such thing as "must" legislation. There neyer had been.

I would recommend certain policies, certain objectives, hut.

. from that time on we never sent up a ready-made bill with the Tre-
quest that that bill be passed.

Now, I was ruding a couple of editorials this morning. One of
them said, "It is an outrage; it is a terrible bill, a perfect out-
rage. We are in the middle of a crisis. Congress has got to do
samething --quick -- quick =-- quick." And the other one said, "My
Lordl why rush tﬁil thing? This is a very big subject. We ought
not to pass things without due mndultinm'
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total defense. Well, under modern ecircumstances, -- and we have

learned a lot in the last year -- that means a great deal in the way

of new machinery and equipment of all kinds, which we haven't got.
We are beginning to get it and, as Knudsen said to me yesterday, we
have let contracts for about -- either let contracts or the work is
proceeding because a great many of these companies are proceeding.
with their work without actual contracts having been signed, and that
applies in various cases to planes, ammor, tanks, et cetera -- we are
actually proceeding with the building of a billion, eight hundred
million dollars' worth of materials. That is quite a figure; quite
a figure.

Q Materials for what, machinery?

THE PRESIDENT: A billion, eight hundred million dollars.

Q What are some of the items on that, tanks?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, everything; everything.

Now, we also learned -- that is the material end -- we also
learned from the Iumgaan war that the people who have not had the
trained man power to use those machines have been in a bad way.

I would nihor you did not use the neme in the following sen=-
tence -- this is off the record: England had ﬁn trained people to run
their machinery a year ago and even eight, ten months after they got
into the war they only had a trained amed force of about 350,000 or
400,000 men, most of whom were caught in Flenders. Well, today --

two months, three months later -- they have a bat'tur figure, they

have 4,000,000 men in England. Of course they cannot have been as




men in two or three months.
I always @0 back to the same old thing I harped on in 1917,
when we built up an army of 4,000,000 men.

Q@ Is this back on the record?

‘fﬂ:l PRESIDENT: Yes, I am back on the record now. Do not refer to England

because I do not think it is a polite thing to do.
We built up an army of 4,000,000 men and they did not go into
action for 13 months or until the twenty-seventh day of May, 1918,

before that fighting force was able to fight. In the meantime, dur-

ing those 13% months, remember that no shot was fired against us over
here. We were completely free from any attack. Now, that will

never happen again in the history of the United States. As far as’

I can see that was just a bit of sheer luck. In other words, you

have got to have trained men.
0.K., and I will go back and repeat this: What is an ammy?
An army consists of combat troops, supply troops, transportation

troops, all of them in uniform. It consists of all kinds of mechanics,

still in the army. It consists of all kinds of factory workers,

specialized factory workers, who would not wear uniforms but they are
still essentially a part of the defense forces of the country and they
require training just as much as the man with a rifle requires train-

ing. And then, there is the final factor we all know and that is for

the purposes of defense we got to have men who are already trained
~ beforehand. In doing that, we save lives -- we save human lives.
That is the important thing. We all know from experience that im

an untrained force or an untrained army or an untrained navy, rela-
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they are in the case of the trained army and navy. Thet is the human
element . And that might also be said to apply to the sick in wartime.
A trained army has much fewer casualties from disease and accident

than an untrained army or navy. It is a case of saving lives.

Now, I have made it perfectly clear many times that you cannot
get a sufficiently trained force of all kinds at the front, in the
Navy yards and the nraauiiﬂ, transportation, supply system, and muni-
tion output, you cannot get it by just passing an Act of Congress
when war breaks out, and you cannot get it by the mere volunteer system.

That is why we figured out pretty well in 1917 that the selective
training or selective draft was the fairest and in all ways the most
efficient way of conducting a war if we had to go to war., I still
think so and I think a great majority of the people in the country
think so, when they understand it.

There is a debate going on with respect to certain details -~

| columns and columns written about the problem, t-ha advisability of
registering men up to the age of sixty-five. Well, it doesn't make
an awful lot of difference whether you register the people over forty
and up to aixty-ﬁva or not. It is a good thing to do. We are not
going to put rifles in their hands and send them to the front, but it
is a good thing to know the capacity of those people. v

Well, I will give you a very good illustration: I happen to
know a fellow who is volunteering. He is m\gbmlutaly first-class
mechanic, one of the most highly skilled or, rather, specialized

trades thet I know of, and he has volunteered because he wants to g

to the front as a soldier, with a rifle in his hand. Well, he is so
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good at his regular skill that he ought not to be allowed to go to
the front with a rifle in his hand. Now, there is an illustration
and that is why I have made it perfectly clear that I am in favor
of a selective training bill,

Now, when you come down to the details as to whether you are
going to register people up to thirty-one or forty-one or fifty-one
or sixty~-five, that is purely a matter for the Congress to decide.
Out of it all, out of all this discussion, I not only hope but I /
defintely believe that Congress is going to do something about it
because it is very important for our national defemse.

I think that covers it. |
Q@ There is a very quotable sentence right there, if you will permit it.
THE PRESIDENT: What is it?

Q That you are distinetly in favor of a selective training bill --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) And consider it essential to adequate
national defense. Quo_ta that.

@ Mr. President, would there be any argumaﬁt in your mind about having
the voluntary service first and then the draft?

THE PRESIDENT: It presents just the problem of the young man I was talking

Uahaut who wants to go into the wrong place by the volunteer method.

@ Mr, President, do you think that women ought to be trained in service
for their country too?

THE PRESIDENT: Not in legislation at the present time. I think probably,
as‘rar as we can tell, that when we get to what we call home defense,
and possibly without legislation, we will follow out what has been
done of necessity by certain countries in Europe, where the women

back home organize themselves into local methods of helping to the

best of their ability.
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For instance, I was talking last might to Mrs. Roosevelt. We
took, as an example, the Town of Hyde Park. We would need, in case
of a major defensive war, we would need prublﬁlr to take quite a lot
of trained nurses out of the Dutchess County Hospital. Now, those
trained nurses -- we do not want to denude the country, the county,
their places ought to be filled, possibly not by registered nurses
because there won't be enough to g around, but by the -- what do
they call them? ;

Q Practieal nurses?

THE PRESIDENT: Practical nurses. Now, that requires a certain amount of
organization beforshand so that if there were ten or fifteen nur‘a
that were taken out of the St. Francis Haui:-ital or Vassar Hospital
in the City of Poughkeepsie, their places would be filled locally by
local practical nurses. That is ﬁraiy organizing beforehand, so as
to know what to do.

@ How many men do you think are necessary to be drafted?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know.

Q@ Is that just detail, or aren't there some figures on 1it?

| THE PRESIDENT: I do not know. I could not tell you that because I am

. first getting down to figures.

Q Mr. President, after your conference yesterday with Mr. Herbert Agar,
he said he had the impression that you were in favor of the sale of
World War deﬁtroyars to Great Britain in the present situation. 1Is
that a true impression, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is any news on that at all.

Q@ Mr. President, in ounnuct:hon with the arrest or holding of eighty-one

people down in the Canal Zone, I understand that eighty out of the
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eighty-one ave Jewish refugess, technicians and what not, en route
to South American countries and asked by the Amy to stay there end
work on the Canal,

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't any report on it. All I saw was what the Secre-
tary of War said. You would have to see him.

Q Any indication from the Britiah yet as to whether we can send food,
under the $50,000,000. appropriation, through the blockade?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of.

Q@ Did Secretary Hull talk to you about that yestard;y?

THE PRESIDENT: No, just mentioned it.

Q Senator Hiram Johnson is running in the California primaries on the
Republican, Democratic and Progressive tickets. Do you regard
Senator Johnson as a Demoeratic candidate?

THE FRESIDENT: No. No, I do not _t:hink anybody in their wildest dreams
could consider a very, very old friend of mine, because he is, dating
back -- I don't know what -~ nearly thirty years, as being in any way
a Liberal or Progressive Democrat in the year 1940. He was a grand
old Liberal and Progressive for a great many years =- I am still very
fond of him ~- but he certainly has changed an awful lot in the last
four or five years. I guess that is pretty genmerally recognized.

Q Can you tell us anything about the Democratic campaign setup, what it
is going to be?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea, not the faintest.

Q Anything about your proposed trip up in New York State, in which you
might touch Buffalo? |

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing arranged and I do not know when I will have a chance

to go or where I would go., If I do go it will be later on.
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Q May I-ssk, Mr, President, if that is in connection with thi- air re-
search laboratory? "

THE PRESIDENT: The air research laboratory? Where?

Q There is an engine research laboratory to be put up, untnting about
$8,000,000. About fifty-eight cities are applying for it and among
them Buffalo and Rochester. I thought maybe --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I don't kmow. I Imnsr;ar there were an awful
lot of people after it but I don't think any decision has been made.

Q@ When is Mr, Farley leaving the Cabinet?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. We have not mentioned it.

Q Mr. President, are you going to make an inspection trip to Narragansett
Bay sometime this summer?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't any idea.

Q Any poaﬂibility. you may do it in connection with the New York trip?

THE PRESIDENT: No; that would be a different trip.

Q@ In connection with the New York trip, do you plan to visit the camps
up in northern New York State?

THE PRESIDENT: I had an invitation from General Drum, but, as I say, I
haven't any de;finite plan. General Drum w&nt_aﬂ me to come up there
on the seventeenth or the eighteenth. They have 100,000 men at those
Maneuvers, but I have not looked as far_ahead as that.

@ The seventeenth of August, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q That is a bad day.

THE PRESIDENT: Why? What is happening? (Laughter)

Q Willkie is accepting the nomination. (Laughter)

THE 'PRESIDENT: I thought you meant it was my son, Franklin, Junior's,




birthday, (laughter) which it happens to be. (Laughter)
Q Could you give us a fill-in on your talk with Pat Harrison (Semator Pat

Harrison, of Mississippi) yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think I cen. There is a general agreemsnt from Bob
Doughton and Jere Cooper, whom I saw the day before, and yesterday
from Pat, that we should put through, just as soon as possible, an
excess profits bill -~ again no laying down of the law by the White
House -- an excess profita tax bill and at the same time clear up the
question of amortization and the limitations in the Vinson-Trammell
Act and several other Acts that have been passed since then. They
hope to get fairly good speed on it.

Q Mr. President, have you said anything new recently on the sugar legis-
lation? Have you been approached on that again?

THE PRESIDENT: No; I have not heard of sugar for a month.

Q Mr. President, have you any idea how long it will take properly to cone
sider this excess profits bill and put it in some kind of shape?

THE FRESIDENT: I can only tell you what Pat said. He said he hoped they
could get it through in a month.

Meanwhile, of course, on that thing there are a good many --
aviation, for instance, where they are proceeding, the manufacturers
are proceeding to assemble the material and get tl;eir plant ready, even
though the contracts have not been signed. Of course a great many
have been, and there will be actual deliveries of planes as early as
October.

I have got a long thing here which I am not going to explain to
you hacauﬁa it only relates to three papers, three utufiua, whieh I

think are what are known as black sheets, and I will (laughter) --
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three papers and I will let Steve (Mr. Early) go over afterwards

these perfectly cockeyed stories with anybody that wants to go over
them with Steve. In other words, they are broken down, paragraph
by paragraph, as to the insinuation and the implication of the
stories which are, ¢ampletely, misrepresentation of the facts -- the
implication. I am not going to take your time in going over them
because, as I say, it is broken down paragraph by paragraph and they
just don't happen to be true. So we will say nothing further about
that and Steve will take the material and anyhady'éhat is interested
can get instructions from Steve.

Q Do these airplane companies have a pretty good idea frnm you or the
Administration in general that such legislation is going to be passed?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, my, yes; everybody =--

Q (interposing) And they are going shead on that asaumptibn?

THE PRESIDENT: Sure.

Q@ Thank you, Mr. President.
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Held in the President's Study at Hyde Park,
August 6, 1940,

THE PRESIDENT: Let's see, I don't think -~ I wish I had some news but |
I haven't, ;
_ uarnrnnr Lehman came up to supper last night, primarily socially,
The only thing of any interest was the/problem of Home Defense which

we are working on in Washington, In other words, primarily from the

point of view 61‘ the ﬁrty—eight states, if and when the National
Guard is celled into the Federal service on Federal training -- just :
how the several States will replace the regular regiments of the ‘
National Guard for purely home defense. Of course, that will probably
be built up. The only thing we can say at this time 1s that it 1is
s8till in the study stage, but it will probably be built up eround the
World War Veterans and their organizations such as the American Legion
and the United Veterans of Foreign Wars. That, in other words, will
be a macleus,
And then tonight == I was just talking to Bill Hassett as to
whether 1 shaul;l tell you, as it 1s a purely social eall, they always
come over every summer -- Justice Frankfurter and Mrs. Frankfurter will
spend the night, - {
Q Mr. President, Mr. (meaning former Governor) Bramnn is out here this
morning. Anything on 1t?
| THE PRESIDENT: No. 3
Q He is a candidate for the Senate? .
THE PRESIDENT: He wanted to see me and is coming here instead of coming

to Wa.ﬂhin.gto N




Q Justice Frankfurter?
THE PRESIDENT: No, Governor Brann,

Q Isn't he a candidate for the Senate?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Can you give us your defense tour?

THE PRESIDENT: I can't George, (Mr. Durno) not ready with it.

Q When dn‘ygu_ﬁhink you will have it?

" THE PREIDEHT I can't even tell you that. You see the trouble is with
these trips that there is necessarily a good deal of planning but
there is no dacisiﬁﬁ' until the last mimute. I don't even know when |
the last mimute is going to come.

Q Would it be likely this week?

THE PRESIDENT: I can't even tell you that, You see what the trnublul i8 ==
if I say this week and then it were not this week, it would be called
a change of plans, where it wouldn't be a change of plan,

Q@ In other words, you won't be starting out tomorrow?

THE PRESIDENT: Tomorrow is Wednesday -- no, you are perfectly safe in
making your golf engagements for tomorrow.

Q Could you tell us, Mr. President, what the mission was that Wild Bill
Donovan went on to London?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the Secretary of the Navy and Wild Bill,

Q We asked Wild Bill. |

Q Euﬁlﬁ you throw any light on your conference taﬁay'witvaariaua Chairmen
from the Habana Conference?

THE PRESITENT: It isn't a conference, it is a soecial luncheon. And, of
course, I expect to have a very delightful conversation with them,
but we will probably talk over general aspects of what was an extra-

ordinarily successful conference. Amd, of course, one of the things --
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for the firet time in the last few years we have besa gattiie’dh 65 Vi
- a social footing with our I.lti:: American neighbors, lu that things
are not purely official as they were for many years, They have been
put mich more on a personal and social basis. In other words, we
have learned to talk the same language, which is a great thing.

Q You rarurréd to the Habana Conference as extraordinarily successful.
Would you amplify that thought as to what in particular, or rather
what general aspect impressed you as successful?

THE PRESIDENT: I think on the three main lines of the conference, the
first relating to the defense of the hemisphere against any non-Ameri-
can powar.; We are at a meeting of the minds on that. And the second,
on what is, because of the events of this world, looming much larger,
and this is the mutual economic problem of the whole continent, North,
Central and South. And finally, on the queétinn of what we refer to
as the Fifth Columm, the boring from within, which is, of course, es-
sentially a part of the other two, because it relates to non-American
powers. We are not in the least afraid of boring from within -- within
our own continent, It originates, without question, from outside of
the Americas.

It could be fairly said that the unity of the Americas is more
nearly a fact than ever before in history, without any question. .

Q Do you have any’camant to make on ideas put fam;arﬂ in the mass meeting
at Soldier's Field in Chicago, with respect to our cooperating with
Germany?

THE PRESIDENT: Never heard of it. -

Q They had a mass meeting Saturday in Chicago. Colonel ‘].:.indhurgh spoke

and Senator McCarran.




SR AER R e ks b s
¥ 1

’ | }
i | L - l
. |
.l __..rr W e
+ £ e

ms Imummuq,

Republics has been accomplished, and that now thlr would be given further
expression in the economic field. I understand that since we were at
Habana you have taken numerous steps in that direction. Could it be

presumed that this is part of a contimued policy and purpose of

|
nirangthoning these various material relations? . %
THE FRESIDENT: I think a very good illustration ;_a the problem of aviation j
gasoline, which we find for defense p'urponaur“ cannot afford, on 3
account of our own needs and Pan American needs, to have our gasoline :
go to Buropean continants; or the Asiatic continent. And again, I I
think there is a complete meeting of the minds on that particular step.
It might be called a Pan American defensive meeasure, and of course,
the other Republics understand that thoroughly. One of the problems,
of course, of aviation gasoline is the lack of refineries in a good
many places. I think in the oil fields of northern Argentina and
Bolivia, there are no refineries for aviation gasoline. Am I ri@l?'
on that? And I think in VeneZuela there are no refineries. There
are refineries in the Dutch Islands, Aruba and Curacao. S0, we are
looking at it from a hemispheric point of view,
Q Could you tell us your view, Mr, President, on tha suggestion of General

Pershing that we sell fifty destroyers to the British?

THE PRESIDENT: George [Mf. Durno), there is no news on that at the present ti
Q HEI."I!'H you been consulted by Dutchess County sources about establishing or
@utim your help in establishing, the State's million dollar Aviation
Training Sehool at New Hackensack?
THE FRESIDENT: No, I haven't.

Q Any views on that?
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THE PRESIDENT: That is more or less in the field of State Goverzment

isn't 1t7 MItMﬁthminmtnuIﬂuﬁwhu-u
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background. In other words, not as coming from me in any way.
You have read about the increase in population in the County ia
the last ten years, and I think the county should think twice be-
fore it seeks a blg training field where the flying would neces-
sarily be over an extremely populous territory. TYou can't eat your
cake and have it too. People don't like to live normally in a place
where there arel hundreds of plames flying overhead all of the time.
They meke a good deal of noise.

Q Do you plan to visit the new Vanderbilt National Park?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of. Mrs. Roosevelt went up there and
gsaw 1t the other day with some guestas. I went up there about two
weeks ago and found that the Interior Department had put on a fifty
cents entrance fee, I thought that was going too high so I recom-
mended it be cut in half, I think twenty-five cents is quite enough,
I think it may have been done.

Q Yes, it has.

THE PRESIDENT: It has been?

'Q Do you plan to replace lir. Forrestal when he leaves as your Administra-
tive Assistant? _

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, |

Q Have .you heard anything from Louis Johnson?

THE PRESIDENT: Not a word. Agein, off the record, for your iﬁtormat&.un, ‘
Tommy Corcoran did mot fly out to see him, Whet happened was he had
promised his bride a trip to the Coast, |

Q Thank you, Mr. President.

Q Did you talk over politics with Governor Lehman?
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m MI k. only Home Mﬁlﬁ
Q You know he mde that reccmmendaion to the owm Comnd ttees?
THE PRESIDENT: What was that? ‘
Q That they put in the resolution the suthorization to the States to raise

a Home Guard. | oy N
THE PRESIDENT: We discussed that, It is one of the things we discussed.

We have got to do something about it and I am trying to nnd. out now

what the recommendation of the War Department is., That is something

that ought to be done. You remember what happened in 1917 and 1918

to some of the old defense regiments we had around here. We have to |

get something better than what we had.

Q Thenk you, Mr. President.
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