
O<lli'UGiiAL 
Preu Collferaoe 1679, 
Belt 1D U• stud)- of the Preaide!R 'a Hcaa 

at B7U Park, !l. Y., 
Sept•ber 10, 1940, 12.25 P.M., D.S.T. 

Q Oood aorning, .Mr. President. 

THI PRESIDINI': Good morning. I am sorry I kept you waiting. I was 

shooting all oTer t he place. 

Q. Beautitul morning (Laughter -- it had been drizzling all morning) 

Q Damp weather. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I asked Sten (Mr. Early) it there was anything 

at all and be said there was nothing nationally and lett it t o me 

. whether there was any-:thing locally, and I said no, there •an' t enn 

that . Nothing at all. Going back tonight~ 

Q Can you tell us anything about your speech? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes, it you -will define what is political and what is not. 

Q. (Mr. Hurd) We have to see the speech first. 

THE PRESIDENI' : You could not tell then. Well, the speech will probably 

say something about .American history. Now, whether .American his-

tory is political or not, I do not know, and not even do the broad-

casting companies know. 

Q. (Mr. Carlton Smith ) That is still open for interpretation from day 

to day. 

THE PRESIDENT: If I were to mention what has been done fo'11 organized 

labor in the past eight years, that is American history. It is 

gone, finished. Now, is that political, or isn't it? Nobody 

.; knows, not even carlton. So, you see, 1j; is a great question 

on bow you define the word "political." 
. .. 



, ------------------------------

/ 

Q (llr. Slaith) You ban 1lD ntoh JOUl' iDtleoUon, too. (La•sbhr) 

'!'1m PRBSIDIN'l': And that does not appear in tbt OOPJ· 

IIR. EARLY: Jfae West got into trouble. (Laupter) 

Q BOw tar back will that history go? 

'l'BE PHESID:DiT: Well ,' the speech isn't written yet. 

Q. Mr. President, you didn't change the date ot Labor Day, did you? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q You did not change the date ot Labor Day, did you? I see that --

TH! PRESIDENT: (interposing) My gosh, Georg~. (Mr. Durno), it is too 

late. It happened. ·' 

Q Wendell Willkie says something -- which I do not think can be done 

about organization for aggressive action after Labor Day. 
' 

THE l?RESIDENI': When did he say that? 

Q In the Times (New York Times). (Laughter) 

THE ImSIDEm': No! (Laughter) 

Q Any comment on the Maine election? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not read anything about any complete returns yet; 

I do not know. 

Q Can you tell us something more in detail about Mr. Taylor's (Mr. 

Myron Taylor) call beyond what Steve (Mr. Early} gave us? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think: so, except just llhat Steve told you, that 

of cou:x;,se the Vatican> is doing everything it can to bring about a 

more peaceful world -- so are we. 

Q Mr. President, I am tempted to ask one p~litical local question: 

Would you like to say something about the' candidacy of Hardy 

Steeholm tor Congress? .. 
. 

THE .PRESIDENT: I th~nk you can put it this way: that I expect to Tote 
• 
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tor ~ -- ua4 IUft jut 'beoaue • 18 a Dr a nat. 

'ml PRl!'.'UDIN'l': I thiDk that statement o't aiDe i8 prettJ' sood. In taot • 
I 

I thilllt it is ratber olenr, don't ;rou? 

Q lhat is his name? 

Q Mr. President, aDJ' denlopaants on tbe National Labor Board Tacano7? 

THE PRESID!!NT: No • not ;ret. 

~ Expect to han something soon? 

THE PRESIDmr: I don't k:D.ow. 

Q Was that Commissione~ Carey that lett here just a moment ago? 

(William P. Carey, Commissioner ot Sanitation, of New York City) 

mE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q AD:r special message trCIII the lla;ror? 

THE PRESIDEm': I expect to see the Mayor -- I hope t o see him and the 

canadian members ot the Joint Board, it they have not finished 

their work today and are able to stay oTer tomorrow in Washington --

I hope to see them tomorrow, to meet them and probably talk with 

them and get their ideas on this problem of permanent joint de.:. 

tense. 

Q '(:tlr. De.ly ot C.B.S.) ~ developments as to when you ~ect to 

call out the Organized ReserTes? George (Durno) was threatening 

to ask it I did not ask this question --

.MR. mARLY: Charles is in the Naval Reserve. 

'ME PR&SIDENT: What are you talking about, the A:rmy or t he NaTY? 

QJ The NaTy, sir. (Laughter) 

'ml PRESIDmfl': .Ho, aa I understand it on the NaTal end, that relatiTelJ' 
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w an .o ••11 ·- I •aD, tu BaT7 1a .o .-11 •• I onn~ aJ 

._. u4 n IIU.ft Do~ put ~-~ dcnm beoaue the A:l!lq kick a abolrt i ~. 

I al'ft7a ~al.k about "ua &l"f'7 people," JOU mow, ud lt la Dot doDe. 

lhen it cc111es to the actual recruUi~~g ot the TOlUDhera troll the 

Reserves, they are doi~~g so well at the present time tbat I haTe 
,· 

not beard', trankly, ot any pl8J18 to call out more ot the Reaenes 

than we haTe got out at the present tiu. 

~ That is the big story ot the day tor Daly. 

Q And a big disappointment to Durno, Mr. President. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Charlie, what 1s your rating? 

Q (Mr. Daly) Lieutenant, junior grade. · 

mE PRESIDENr: Fine. Deck duty, or engineering? 

Q (Mr. Daly) Special. 
?· 

THE PRESIDEm': He does not have to worry. They ne,:er would put him down 

in the fire roam because he would get even skinnier. 

Q (Mr. Daly) Then I shan't put on any more weight. 

THE PRESIDENT: There are some others around here that would be very 

good. (Laughter) 

Q (Mr. Hurd) How about the Army Reserves? 

THE PRESIDEm': That, frankly, I do not l.olow. I'd have to ask about i.t; 
!. 
~· 

I do not know. 

Q (Mr. Daly) I do not dare get any bigger; I won't be able to get 

into J117 unitorm. 

THE PRESID.I!!NT: Have you got one yet? 

Q (llr. Daly) Yes, and the gold braid is getting rusty, too. 

Q Mr. President, may I ask it, this morning, you 'happened to visit any 

ot the schools or aeything? 
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0 '•810MI' att it •• ftl7 MediN alii lin. au.,. a1t tt .. 

'ft%7 lOYel.J' • 

Q Do J'o.& han •117 plau tor tufther 8J)eeohee in a44iUon to ~e oae 

W.dMe4aJ' night? 

1'HK PBISIDDlr f Bo. 'l'he nen ou I hoe is the twnUeth ot Septeaber, 
• 

munr•itT ot PellUylftD1a, IID4 'the ODe after that is tbat I ban 

to take pan in the dedioation ot the thl'ee schools. B7 the •T, . . 
tbat is a etor,y tor you, it you haven't got one. 

Q TentaU nly, onlf? 

THB: PRKSIDJ:NT: ~ tar as we know, it is all set tor Saturday afternoon, 

October titth. You had better t alk to Snith, the Chairman of the 

Board ot Trustees. 

Q. Dedication ot wllat, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: The three schools, the hign school end grade schools. 

Instead ot trying to dedicat e tbem in three different places, the 

i dea is to have one cersmony at the high school. 

Q. Is tlBt Hyde Park? 

'mE PRESIDENt': Yes . Well, the high school is out on the Van Wagner 

Road, ott tbe Creek Road. 

Q You are very well pleased with it? 

'1'BB PRJI:SI.IliiNT: Absolutely, and the people from the outside, who have 

seen those schools, are tremendously keen about the looks ot thea. 

Q Will that be a political speech, Mr. President? (tm,ghter) " 

nm PRESIDJNr: No. All I can A7 is, ott the recor d, that I hope 

nothing will be printed·about the se schools because sc.ebody wril 

say that I aa trying to praoUse profession«! architecture without .. 

' 



1679- 6 

• u ...... 
Cl lfaYe 10• nat U.. dGr7' 1n ~ paper a'bcnl• Ue JlaiM retvut 

m:l PBISIDIIII'l': Jro. 1 ODl.J' 8C)t - wba•eftl" U WU -- the Oi'J e41UOD 

ot the 'l'iaea thh aorD1J18. '1'he7 h84 about -- what? 125 41atr1oh 

out ot so.ethillg, 600. I haven't ha4 &ll7 more. 

Q '1'haDk 70U, llr. President. 

Q I think that 1e where we p ame in; that •• t he first question 

asked 70u. 

Q We will do bette r on lrida7. 

. ;. ' 
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PnN Oaate:ruoe #640, 
Baodlft ons.o .. ot ... White Bouse, 
S.P'•ber 13, 1940, 11.09 .A.K. 

Q (llr. OOcbrin) lfhat is it? Tbe old fllibuner? 

'ml PR!SIDBRT: What? 

Q (:ur. Godwin) 'l'hoqht perhaps )"'U might be baTiq a filibuster aoM• 

where • 
. 

THE PRESIDDJT: No. It ia the old ll8llloey. I forgot it (the Press Oon-
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terence). 'l'bat ia all it was. I t oriJ)t it was J'riday the thirteenth. 

Q (Kr. Godwin) I see. 

MR. DONAI-OOON: All in. 

'lRI PR!SIDl!Jfl': I baTe @Pt to apologl ze to eTerybody for beiDg late. I 

guess it is the old Friday the thirteenth ji.nx. I told Earl (Kr. 

Godwin) I just plain forgot it was Friday. 

I haTe got two things tba t are or some interest. The first 

was an ExecutiTe Order yesterday -- it wasn't an Executive Order, 

it was a Proclamation, which subjects the following additional 

materials to license requirements t or export from the United States: 

"Equipaent used for the production of aviation motor tuel 
and tetraethyl lead ar any plans or specifications useful in 
the design, construction, o r operation ot such equip118nt 
or i n coDDection with such processes. Plans, specitioationa 
and descriptiTe or technical information of any kind set­
ting forth the design or construction of airc"ra.ft or air­
craft engines." 

And these items are in addition to the products themselTea, and 

steve (Kr. Early) has got a copy cit it tor )"'U. In other words, 

tbat i s •rely an att•pt to tighten up on tbe processing or 

certain gasoline • t o keep it tl'CIII . going out , except under a 

l1Mue. 
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which 1.8 not tor release until it 111 deliYerecl, either to the 

Bouae or tbe Sqate. I can tell you about it now. I baYe ~ a 

OOPJ ot it. SteYe (Mr. EarlJ) will haYe plenty ot copies tor you. 

It is tor the intomation ot the Congress tbat (reading) 
i 

"'!'he National Defense AdYieoey Cclllll1asioa: on Sept•bftr 6, 
1940 unaniaously agreed to and adopted seneral principles 
gonrn1ng the letting of D&t1onal detense contracts. On 
Augu8~. 311 the Commission also nnenimously adopted a state­
ment "or labor requirements as a guide tor contractors who 
haYe received national detense orders tram the united States 
Go'Yerl:llll8nt • . , . 

"I consider these t110 documents to be of such importance 
as to justify my sending them to the members ot the Senate 
and the House ot Representatives as a matter of information. 
The values ot these policies and principles to the government, 
to industry, agriculture,) labor and to the oountey, ·section­
ally aDd as a whole, will be seen at once." 

And then it goes on to describe the general principles governing 

the letting of defense contracts. (Reading) 

"1. Speed of delivery· ot all items on the Defense Pro­
gram is essential. This means:" 

I am just summarizing as I go along. (Reading) 

"e.) Tlis.t orders should be placed in such a manner 
as to insure the most efficient use ot each 
particular facility from the point ot view of 
the program as a whole; 

"b) That proper consideration shoul'd be g1 ven to 
contributory industries, .!Noh as the machine 
tool industry, to avoid creating underlying 
bottle-neclca; 

•c) That once del1Yery dates are fi-xed, assurance 
Y" · be given that they will be met by the supplier • 

. 
•2; Proper quality 1a also of prim~ importance. It 

is therefore necesBa17 to determine first of all whether or 

20 

not the supplier can uet the quality requirements, as specit1.ed. 
There should be a willingness on the part of both the ~ and 
Navr, on the one band, aDd ot the supplier on tbe other, . to 
adjust specifications on a cooperat1Ye basis in order that such 
specifications may came as near aa possible to meet1ns coaero'ial 
standards while at the 1181111!1 time fulfilling the military require­
ments. I 



1610-' ... 
•3. PriM, 111l11.e .- tke Hle tould.ezoaUoa, 1a ot 

oanavdsal 811Dit1oaM, Ull en17 etton aut be ad.e to 
Moare a tail' prioe. !ld.a ..at tab reoop1Uoa, DOI!I 
cnher thillp, ot 4et~Uov ot proper ooat tanora. 

•4. !'b.e iapact ot the 4eteue proszwa UJIOil tbe oon­
auura aut be .reoop1ze4. 'fbi a :relates to auob taotora 
as: 

•a) Due l'epl'd to the necessity ot protecHD.B ./. 
ciY1l1an n .. ds od JlOl'al.e; 

•b) Proper health od houaing ccmditiou aons 
employees; 

"c) Oon.ideration to possible ott-~eason produc­
tion 1D. order to dontail the JlilUal'f progra 
into production tor cirtlian :requir•euts. 
Ott-season production should aleo lead to lower 
OYerbead.end consequently to lower prices tor 
both .the consumers and the GoTel'lllllent." 

I thinlc probably tl:le easiest illustration of that is the garment 

induatry and, as you know, the garment industry in the country baa, 

rough.ly, two alack periods in the course ot each year and, in Jllak-

ing garments tbr the ArfAy or the Navy we are trying to dontail 

the orders in so that they can be, i h part at least, tilled in 

those slack seasons of the normal garment industry. That means 

less dislocation of the ind.ustry than if we try to put up c0111pletely 

new plants tor it. (Reading) 

"5. Adequate . consideration must be giYen to labor. 
Thi.s means compliance with the principles on this subject 

.stated by t he Ccmaiasion in its release ot Allgust 31st, copy 
ot which is attached hereto. 

· •6. Undue geographic concentration of orders should be 
avoided, both as to procuremant districts and as to industrial 
sections within any such procurement district.• ·. 

In other words, that 1s to giYe us a geogrl[pbic spread. (Readiug) 

"Bea80D.8 tor such decentralization relate to factors ot 11111-
tary etrategy, aa well as &Toiding oongeetion that will elow 
down production. 

•7. Financial responai blli ty of th8 aupplier ehould be 
e:mained. Ability to poet a bond does not necessarily dispoee 

2 
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ot nta PI'Obl•· ~ PI'O'-'W~ aaal4 eztat tllat * 
nppl1u w111 'e able to oou1mae 1ll lN.aiDeN, a lMn 
loq •DOIIIb to o•plne 111• ocmtan •Uataotol"ilr. 
hrtbu, an al»ll1 ty to tiJ~Uoe b!luelt tbl'oush pr1 .ate 
eouroes aboul4 hlce pretc-enoe (JifU neoeasit;r tor Mour1118 
SOftl'IUIClt aid. 

•s. The avoidaDoe ot COJI88ation of transportation 
taoilltiea should be sou81lt. The aaae applies to ware-
houling taoiU ties • ·· 

•9. Due consideration should be ginn to the adequaq 
ot power tacili Uee, particularly where turniehed by publio 
utilities. 

•10. A general pretel'ence should be given to til'lla haTing 
experience w1 t h so-called educational orders. 

"ll. The moral reapouib1lit7 ot the supplier 1a im­
portant, and in SCIIIS respects, fundamental. There should be 
evidence ot honest and sincere des~re to cooperate with the 
U'my and Navy in producing what is ce.lled tor, and on tillle, 
w1 th.Oiit prot1 teering; to as8UIII8 some risks himself rather 

·~ than attempting to shift all such rialcs to the Government; 
and to furnish a cor;rect statEIIlent as to his oepe.ci ty and his 
experience. The supplier's general standing and reputation 
among reputable business men (as distinct from his tlnancial 
rating) is one index ot such qualifications. 

"12. The Commission recognizes that competitive bidding 
is the better procedure in certain types ot industry and 
circumstances. However, it is often impossible to make 1a1re 
that the principles outlined above are followed when contracts 
are placed on the basis ot price alone and are let to the 
lowest bidder. Therefore, in cases where competitive bidding 
will not fulfill the above stded need.s of national defense, 
the Commission recommends that the use of the negotiated con­
tract be authorized where necessary in order that these ob­
jectives be obtained in making defense purchase s." 

Then t hat is based on t h e labor policy that they passed the pre-

vious resolution on, which is very important. They have had that, 

haven't they, steve (Mr. Early)? 

!IR. EARLY: Yea, sir. 

THI PRESIDl!NT: You have bad tbet. It 18 verr well ,rth readiq again 

because ,it carries certain desires, obj.ectives relating to all this . . •. 
reanaament 110rk. That ia worth carrying apin, 1t 70U will refer to 

\ 



1~, Moaue 1t 18 JUt ot ~- 1daole aobae. 

!'lla~ 1a l»elD& aa~ to the 00118"•• 'oda7 110 as to bep tile 

CoDgl"eaa aoquatue4 with 11hat is solDa ·on. 

Q. Ia that point oDe ill there general enough to take care ot pr1or1Uea? 

mE PBESIDD'l': Yes. 

Q That is one ot the reasons tor point one, the priorities? 

'l'.lm PRl!::JIDERl' L Yes. 

Q The other one as to licensing --

THE PRESIDENT: ( intel'l'osing) Yes? 

Q. Is that part ot the Department ot Justice plan at keepi.ng patents 

in this countr,y? In other words, not haTing internatiODill cartels? 

THE PRESIDENI': Patents, designs, formulas, et cetera and so on. 

Q. This interchange of patents with foreign countries, that will stop 
' 

that? 
,. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but that is only incidental. 

Q That reminds me to ask you, ~re you aware of any action you m~ght take 

with regard to scrap steel or iron i.n some of these licensing 

policies? 

THE FRESIDEm': No. On scrap steel and iron there . have been a great 

JI&Jly suggestions, by people who do not know the cole stor,y, aoout 

starting a pickup campaign for tin cans and old scrap iron. We ) 

.. would, undoubtedly, frCIIl tbat get a good deal if it were needed, but 

the coat of' such a local campaign is fairly high and tbe question 

ot transportation is inTolTed. The experts tell me it is not 711t 

necelisar,y. 

Q I was th1Dking particularly of' sou possible action ot yours with· 

regard to --

. . 
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!!m JIIEII 1: (:Unezopoe1DS) Ob1 Oil tM ezpon till 

difterut t111118. I a Dot reaq a tllat ,.t. 

~ »q o~nt on the pe .. ap ot the 'l'Nneponation .loU 

'1'H:B: PR!SIDIII'.r: Not :ret; it has not co• to me :ret-. 
J' 

~ Kr. Preeident, back: again to JOUr ProclUI&tion, 1a tlwre an:rthiDS in 

that which can be oonetrued to limit or restrict the interutioD&l. 

circulation of teQhnical ..agazines and other publications which, 

trc:m tille to Ume in the past, have carried certain plllllB of aircraft 

engines and designs and, in tact, they had some that we nenr knew 

about before. 

THE PRESIDENT: You had better ask somebody. I do not know. 

Q Who would you recommend, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would ask Knudsen and Stett1n1us, those two. They 

probably know a lot more about it than I do. 

Q Yr. President, there are some reports that the success of the anti-

aircraft. barrage in London is due to the use of American range 

finders on guns. Have we released our detector to the British? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. 

~ We have not? \ 

THE PRESIDENI': No. 

Q Yr. President, do you have any c0111111ent to make on your conference 

on Monday on the St. Lawrence Waterway? 

.· THE PRESIDENT: I think the oDl:r thing that can be said on tbe St. Lawrence 

ie this: On "this question ot defense needs, the i.Jimediate thiDS 

seems t o be to look forward to tba need for additional power as en-

tire!y distinct tr0111 navigation and we are IIIAking, we are talking 

' ) 

now with the C&nadiane and among ourselves about the poss1b1lit:r ot 
. ' 

' 
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•• if it aisht be serioua in tbl course of the ~~ext two or three 

years, and to denlop power takes two or three ,ears. 

Q. Jlr. President, 4o you plan to send to the S.Jl4lte soon the conven­

tion adopted at Bava:oa in ·J'uly? 

TBE PRESIDENT: I do not know. 

MR. ElRLY: Yes, I think that is ready, sir. 

'IKE PRESIDINI': Steve thinks .it is ready but you had better check. 

Q. Do you plan, on the St. Lawrence, to send any Message to Congress? 

'!'HI P.RESIDINI': That I do not know. I mean, we haven't got to that 

stage yet. Certainly everybody will be kept in touch w1 th it. 

.... .. 

,. ·· Q. It won't be immediate? 

THE PIDSIDENT : No • 

Q That would not prejudice the development of navigation at any tuture 

time? 

THE PRESIDEm': No. But that is not the immediate problem before us. 

Q. Have you any week-end plans, . sir, you want to announce? 

THE PRESIDENI': Oh, I thought I would go down the river, to give you 

all a holiday, tomorrow afternoon late and come back Sunday after-

noon. 

Q. Anything about your plans for next week, .sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: It de:pends a little bit. I am goiJl8 up to the 2001;11. 

Anniversary ot the University of Penn&ylvania and whether I 4o any-
~· 

th1ll8 else up there depends largely on Congress, becaliile I em 
' 

told by the press that they Jiight adjourn the · end of next week. 

' 
Q. Well, 81r, they have anticipated -

212 
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DIIIIIBI.-rs . (1JR.rpo81DC) 01' 1'...... Jlow c1o DOt ad it Wl"'OII• 

A4jOili'D or reoe••· n 18 ~ to th•. (Laqbtezo) 

Q lh1oh 4o JOU thiDk tuy ahoul.d do? 

'1RI PRJ:SIDBNT: · It doaa DOt llllka aJa7 difference, in rq judpesn, whether 

·they reoeaa or .adjourn because, obTi~aly, if aJ11th1ng ia needed 

1n the way of legislation, the7 would come right back wheneTer it 

•• needed. 

Q Ban you ~h1Dg t o aay about the corneratou laying at the Waeh-

ington Airport? 

THB PBESIDD1'1': I think that is on for --

MR. EARLY: (interposing) Tuesday arternoon. 

'lllB PRESIDBNT: Tuesday afternoon. I would like , ,-ou know, out there to 

tell the history of the l egislation or the buildiDg or the port 

213 

without legislation, but I am going to l ean that t o the l ocal papers. 

(Laught er) 

President Coolidge started it , di dn't he? 

Q. ·I think so. 

Q. (llr. Godwin) I wasn't around when ba started it. I know this much: 

when you get through with that thing , there are about four or tlve 

thousand relief workers from Washington that have tf)t to find 

other jobs. Can ,.ou start SOIII8thing el se? (Laughhr) 
\ 

THE PRES IDENl': Well, - serape the old bean and give me a. aug~~n. 

Q (Mr. Godwin) Commissioner Young and I are d&ing that. 

'IRE PRESml!m': That is all rigtlt; tba.t 1s fi.ne. 

Q .A1'e 7011 considering making our porta anilable to Brithb warah~pa, 

if necessary? 

'lEI PR.BSIDilllr: Oh, 1ll'l God; I don't kliOir what ,.ou mean. I ahoulcl say 



1'HI PRESIDINl': Double •u .• 

Q can you tell ua cat ihu will be Deeded in the tiDal Det1o1en07 

Bill? 

'l'H! PRESIDENT: It 1s in the Budget at the present time. Ot oouree, the 

great bulk ot it will undoubtedly be the pay md •1ntenanoe and 

housing and tood ot the National Ouard and the selectin .. rYice 

people. I cannot- gi Te you any figures but that will be the great 
f 

bulk ot the bill. 

Q Will there be anything necessary, l!r. President, any appropriation 

at all necessa~ in this session tor the new Naval bases? 

THE PRESIDENT: No; no. 

Q May I a sk one more question a bout the st. Lawrence Waterway? Are 

you contemplating hooking up the St. Lawrence with the grid system 

that was discussed sCIIle t1me ago? 

'IRE PRESIDl!Hl': What system? 

Q The grid ayatem, connecting New England with the T.V.A.? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I do not think so. I don't think it has anything to do 

with preliminary plane. Wha~ we are concerned about 11!1 the imediate 

need tor power .on both sides. 
'J 

Q A:sly news on the Labor Boal'd?·' 

'lHE PRESIDmi': No. 

Q Soon? 

'l'Bll: ffiESI IJINl': I do not know. ' , 

Q (ltr. Godwin) '!'hank you, Kr. President. 

21~ 
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( Gnlral. Wa\IOA QOte \o ne Prea14eAt.) 

'1'BI PkiSIW: Ob, ,...; O.Nnl Perah1118 1a 00111118 1n th1a attenocm 

to get the D.s.c. 1n the preeenoe ot tbe C&b1net at 3.30. 

Q. Who? 

'1m: PRESID!M': GeDeral Perah1ng; eightieth birthday. Girt.D.g him tbe 

D.s.c. It will be a nice perty. I do not know whether w will 

allow the photographers in or not. 

: 

' 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conterenoe #681 1 

Held while the President was seated in his ' 
automobile, just betore leaving the 
Philadelphia Navy Yard, 

September 20, 1940, 11.30 A.M.,D.s.T. 

(The President bad just completed his inspection or the 
Navy Yard on League Island, the inspection trip having included 
the various shops; two ot the new type torpedo boats, near com­
pletion; the battleship WASHINGTON, launched and 70 per cent 
completed; the battleship ~V JERSEY, under construction, and 
the keel of the VTISCONSIN. 

The President also iOspected the shops of the Naval 
Aeronautical Station, saw SOllie of the pursuit planes under con­
struction and had demonstrated to him a biplane which took oft 
from the ground with a short run of not more than fifteen feet • 

. 
Seated in the car with the President during the inspec­

tion trip were Senator Guffey and Mr. Kelly of Philadelphia 
and Admiral A. E. Watson. Captain McCleary met the President's 
car at the exit gate and participated in the Conference.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you have seen an awfUl lot, a great deal more 

than any of you realize, and just as a general idea you have 

seen one of the new battleShips over 70 per cent completed · (the 

WASHINGTON) , and alongside of the keel of the t"EVf JEP.SEY that 

has been laid. A great deal of structural material is on hand 

for her . And t hen there is another ways alongside of that, 

which will be occupied by the Wisconsin . 

We.. are speeding up on the c~struction and some of those 

shops are new; in fact, most of the shops have been put in, the 

larger shops, in the last few years. 

Then, · let us see, the aviation plant, which was my child 

origi nally, when did I build it? 1916? I think so. 

AD~L WATSON: Yes , sir. 

THE PRESID:ENT: 1916. That v.as the first effort on the part of the 

. Government to go in for it s own aviation manufacturing and ex-
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per1mental .,rk. About a third ot the plant 111 now used tor 

manufacturing, confined principally to what? training planes? 

CAPrAIN McCLEARY: Yes, sir. 

THE P.RESIDENT: There will be, shortly, the production ot sixty a 

month, most or the planes going trom here to Pensacola. That 

is about one-third of their work, and the other two-thirds is 

Naval eiperimental work. Captain, what else? Oh, on the total 

number employed --

CAPTAIN McCLEARY: (interposing} About 19,000 men. 

ADMIRAL WATSON: About 19,000 men in the yard today. 

THE PRESIDENT: Taking them all together. In 1941 you will get up 

to what? 25,000? 

CAP!' AIN McCLEARY: Almo at 30,000. 

THE PRESIDJ!NT: Almost 30,000 by next year. A year ago what did we 

have? about 8,000? 

CAPI'AIN McCLEARY: 8 ,000, about that; yes, ·sir. 

ADMIRAL WATSON: The expansion started when we started to recondition. 

THE PRESIDENT: Then another thing is this: The expansion in this 

yard dated from the order of last September put.t ing a portion of 

t he old destroyers ba ck in commission and, as I remember it, we 

had here, that you put back, about thirty, I think. 

AmiTRAL WATSON : Yes,sir, 

THE FRESID~~ : About thirty of the old destroyers of those were back 

here in the basin. 

AmURAL WATSON: About fi:r-ty originally. 

THE PRESIDENT: But last September only about thirty were recommis­

sioned. And you see, now they are recommissioning the final lot 

' 
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of the destroyers and the final lot of the old submarines. 

AIIr!IRAL WATSON: Everything that can be restored to use. 

Q (Mr. Cornell) Any of those destroyers part of the fifty? 
' . 

(Refer-

ring to the fifty to be turned over to Great Britain) 

THE Ht:ESIDENT: You ~aw some of the famous fifty this morning. 

(Mr. Durno said something, in an inaudible tone, about a 

destroyer No. 81, which the motorcade bad passed.) 

THE ffiESIDENT: Fifty. You heard me t he first time. (Laughter) 

Q Are you pleased with the progress -you have seen here? 

THE PRESIDENT: Very much. This whole thing is a. very amazing illus-

tration of what has been done in t he Navy Yards. One of the in-

teresting things is that we are stepping up on our time -- the 

time of construction is a great deal less than it was a year 

.. 
ago and the t ime of repair is less than what it was a year ago. 

We are l earning the art of speed in an emergency. 
' 

I cannot think of anything else, can you? 

CAPTAIN McCLEARY: No , sir. 

'l.'HE PRESIDENT: We are going to the Naval Hospital now. 

. . 

. ·'-~ 

. 
' 

'I 
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CcatlDWUAL 
Pnu a-teNDDe 1682, "' 
BuouUn Otfioes ot the DJ.te House, 
Sept•ber 24, 1940, 3.03 P.M. 

Q. Here we are again. 

21S 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. How •re things over the week end? I did not .hear a 

peep. 

Q. We kept them very. quiet. 

'IRE PRESIDENT: How was the bowling? (Referring to the bowling match held 

in Poughkeepsie) 

Q Pretty well, a fM~~ broken backs and a fM~~ Charley horses. 

Q Still trying to get a date tor that game at Lowell Thomas'. It is darned 

near impossible, I guess. 

'IHE PRESIDEm': A lot of his teams quit on him. They are voting the other 
. ' 

way and he cannot hold, them together. 

Q Well represented here this morning. (Referring to the number of news-

papermen in the room) 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have got a bl essed thing. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

00: PRESIDEm': I think the only thing I have S.teve (Mr. Early) stole from 

me and gave to you about this communications study committee. I do 

not think there is aDj'thing else. 

Q Can you tell us ~nything of the conversations with the oil people that · 

have been going on? 

THE PRESIDENI': No, I cannot. You will have to ask the Attorney General 

and the people who saw him. The only person I saw was -- what is~is 

name? -- was Rosier (llr. Cbarle a Hosier) and he said so t .ar it is 

going along all r1gbt. 

• 

• 
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~ llr. PNalda,, la aJI1' ooui~:raUoD be1D& siTeD •o • eu.rso or UJ 

other eoODc:alo ... llll"e •sat•• .Japan beoaue ot •bla ID4o-Cb1Da buaiu••t 

·.LHE PRISIDBlfl': You will han 'to aak the ~cretary ot Stab. I ban not 

eeen him yet since I sot back and I u going to see hila later on thle 

afternoon. I don't know. 

Q. Did you eay this discussion was on anti-trust (tbat we are) to see the 

Attorney General? 

Q. :ur. President, do you have any CCIIIID.ent on your conference with Mayor 

McDonough (:Mayor .Tohn McDonough), of st. Paul this mornlng? 

THE PRESIDml': No. He ca:me in at the same time with the :Mayor of Atlanta 

and I shook him warmly by the hand and bad a very nice social visit. 

We did not talk politics. 

Q. Mr. President, on the subject ot oil, there have been soma suggestions 
. 

that there might be a new effort to put that Cole Bill through that 

is .up there for Federal regulation. You remember last spring you 

-
wrote a letter asking the Rouse Interstate Commerce Committee to do 

something about Federal regulation of the oil industry. Was that 

discussed by any chance? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, we did not discuss that. 

Q. Nothing --

'IRE PRl!:3IDENT: (interposing) You know the general attitude is that as 
' 

long as it can be regulated without Federal regulation -- and, as I 
J 

remember it, the Cole Bill did not set up Federal regulation. I 

have not heard anything of the Cole Bill tor several months. 

Q. Still hoping --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Right • 

. . 

" 

t 

, . 
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n 1• a 41111 4q; I 4o An t1101r a ~h1Jla. 

Q Call 70'l stn u aD1' llaolrpoull4 Oil 1lb.7, up to this point, llO llaai•Uoll 

ot a oonacriptioll director has bea sent up? 

'lHB PRBSml!iltt: I han not s>t around to it , that is all. We han been 

working pretty hard, oTer tt.e, as you know. 

Q Ooillg to sign that Export-Import Bill shortly? 

mE PRBSIDEtll': It has not come t o JU yet. It ought to be bere. I don't 

know even if i't has come down to the White Rou.se. Do you know? 

GENERAL WATSON: No, sir. 

THE PRESIIENT: I do not know it it has actually got here yet but when it 

comes, it goes over t o the Attorney General. 

' Q. Mr. President, on the subject ot coal, the~e is a bill which has passed 

the Senate and is now in the House Committee to set up a Federal 

safety i1lspection of mines. Will you camuent on that and the bill, 

as to whether you favor the idea? 

THE PRESIDENT: Isn't that the bill the Bureau or Mines recommended or 

S!lpported? 

Q. Yes, it was recommended . 
\, 

' 
nm PRESmENT: I can only talk to you backgroUIId on it, that the objective 

is probably necessary because • haTe been having too heaTy' casualties 

in lllines , due t o what might be called the uncoordinated or insufficient 

inspection. Now, on this particular bill I cannot ·say anything be-

cause I do not . know what it contains, but the objectiTe is to make 

working in mines eater. An4 I think the Bureau ot IO.nes las apprond it. 

Q Kr. President, do you care to 1COIIIIIIent on the conscientious objector on 

the SelectiTe SerTiCe Billa? 

~PRESIDENT: No, not unless you can def ine wbat a conscientious objector 
•• 
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Q. 111'. Pn•ldm, . --

'ml PBP.SIW'z (1nterpoa1ns) RN.4 acaa at the Toluua of regul.aUou aa 

the7 cc:. out. That 11 the easiest wa7. I did not eTen read the': 

whole two/..olumes, I bad to baTe them briefed tor me before I apprond 

thea. 

Q. When will we get the remainder of those Toli.Uiles? 

'!HE PRRSIDENr: I do not know, Fred (Mr . Essaey). The7 will be briefed 

tor 1118 as soon as t he7 come across this W8.7· Of course you will read 

t hem all? 

Q. (Mr . Essaey) Oh, without a doubt. ( LauShter) 
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Q. Is there a.eything new that 7ou can tell us on t he St . Lawrence Waterwa)'? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not hear d a peep ~ince we tallced about it l ast . 

Q. Mr . President, there have been complaints ar, at least, objections 
' 

not compl aints -- from one or t wo communities. In the Cit7 of 

Philadelphia , particularl7, they are complaining about the tact that 

they do not have the money to pa7 their local registration boards 

tor the work to be done on the sixteenth of October , and· ibe7 do not 

quite know how to get it done . AJJ.7 comment 7ou can make? 

'lHE PRI!'.SIDEm': That is complaint No. 2 . I got a telegram yesterdar from 

one man in a rural count7 -~- 'I won't even sa7 wllere -- tbat they 

wanted to be paid, and that is the onl7 county out of 3, 150 that has 

objected to the voluntar7 system. And I have heard nothiJ18 from 

Philadelphia . 

Q. Witho~ntioning the Cit7 of Phi ladelphia, is there aD7 general feel-

1Jl8 tbat you have an that subject, air, of cooperation from the local 

connmmi ties? (Laught er) 

-
•• 
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1 lell, oal7 tlllea ~ I bne 'alb4 1ll •• 1&-' •• •a,-1111, 

I 'lllDk u ••• wUh lo'h u4 l«Re ot •nnOI'e, alllon -.rt IDftl'IIO:I" 
,/ 

~bat baa been in here, and ablon en1'7 J1810r ~hat has 'bea 1n here. 
I 

I ea14, "What do you thiDk: about p&yill8 these clftft boards 01' Mk1q 

tor pay. Bow, that ia a pretty good general oro88 section ot the 

country beoause all you han to do i~ tq check baok and see the 

\ 

gonrnors and mayors that ··I have seen in the last two or tb.J:ee months. 

Aa they say, it OOTers the country like t h e dew. 

Q llr. President, in connection with the st. Lawrence develop~ent of power 

and nartgation, is there any plan for the improvement or the scenic ·· 

spectac+e at Niagara Falls? 
.I 

THE PREsT1ID"".I5NJ:"""'': The scenic spectacle? (Laughter ) 

Q I t hought I'd t ool you on t hat one . I wanted to say that instead ot 

"beautiful ." 

TliE PRESIDENI': I 11111 tell you, the only thing I can t hink: ot is more 

floodlights. (Laughter ) (Shaking his hands i n negation) That 18 a 

bad pun, i sn't it? 

Q. ' In view or your recent trip to New England and the ,inspection ot Naval 

tacili '1;ies up t here and other defenses, do you t hink: ther e should be 

additional coastal defenses along the New Engla.Dd shorel ine? .. 
1'BB PRESIDBNr: You mean guns and pexman.ent emplacements? 

Q Yes, sir. 

'!HE PRESIDENT: I feel there should be no more. In other words, I have 

ceased talking in terms or 1890. 

Q bcua~ 1118 tor aslciDg. 

Q Have you set a date when you 11111 go up to dedicate the nnr Pennsylnnia 

turnpike? 



' 

!HI ltiSIJars Jro. 

Q WeU, that roa4 1a 1'Mq to be ue4 (laupte:r) an4 the ec.iii .. ion -

sc.e ot the Co=' .. iODe:ra 11&7 the7 are losiq a lot ot tolls eT•l'f 

07 that you do DOt eP up and open it. 

'l'HB PRESID!NT: 1fh7 don't they op~n it and dedicate 1t atte:rwa:rda? 

Q Is that all :risbt? 

'l'HB PRESIDEm': It 1e all right with me . You know, my ellg8gementa -- I 

canDot make them far ahead and 'I can only make little flying trips 

these days. I hope to get there as soon as I can but I cannot set a 

date. 

Q. You think they ought to open it and --

'mE ~IDml': (interposi ng) I do not know about their finances but, as 

you say, ~f they are losing .money, it 1 s a good way out • 

Q. On these gun emplacements, you s_aid you should not talk in terms of 

1890? 

'mE l'RESIDl!Nr: Oh, I thi nk: all you have to do ia t o read the pe.pers tor 

the last year and find out all a bout it. 

Q. Kr. President, do you contemplate a trip out to Ohio to look oYer the 

defenses out there? 

'I'HE PRESIDENT: No . I wa.nhd to go . As you know, I wanted to make these 

flying trips within an overnight radius alld I would like very much to 

go and see wbat they are doing in. the general Pittsburgh area, and I 

would like to see what they are doing on aTiation in several places. 
~t; ' ,. ., 

Q. Is there anything definite in that connection, sir? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: No, except that I baTe been asked to speak at the openiq 
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ot that new ahort-•ve station in Cincinnati, which is supposed ·to scd 

broadcasts to Latin .America. They han set the opening date tor aroUDd 
. ... "t l 

-- -"'I 
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tM Mlfth ot Gnoller, Ool•llu· BIT I Wu 1t wa. I to _...-M-
I 

. - ./ 
lien I ou pt u tar •• 011lo1uat1 lle•ue I th111k I'"Wal.t lie a little/ 

_,./ ~., ./ 
tar ott t1r.t baae. l i would lJJol to 10 out and aee acae ot tile aY1a-

Uon factories aJid t1elda on the other aide ot the Al.lepa1ea •• lcac 

as I do not get too tar ott base. I haven't sot ~hing apeo1t1o in 
. ' 

the -., of plans. 

Q. Kr. President, could you oca.n:t on this Harriet Elliott's report on 

nutrition as a problem of national defense? 

'lEE PRESIDBNT: Well, I don't know. Nutr1 tion -- of course, here is the 

thill8 that encybody ought to keep in mind: We are trying to keep the 

words "national defense in an emergency" limited, as far as possible, 

when we use t _bat term, to things that definitely and directly affect 

the immediate problem of national defense. -· 

Now, of course -~well, for example, as to whether ladies are 

eligible for White House Press Club dinners, is a matter of national 

defense, but it is not immediate. Do you see llha t I mean? As to 

whether my CJu'istmas trees a~ a success this year, in the long run 

affects the nat i on&.l prosper! ty as well as my own. But, in the same 

way, you can talk about health and education and things like that. The 

matter ot health, nationally, is an exceedingly important thing for 

the ultillle.te defense but not the immediate defense .or this country, ex-

cept in one particular. The 88lll8 thing w1 th education. Mal.nutri tion 

of children is a serious thing in this countcy. Now, what this De-

tense Council is limiting itself to is not the general nutrition 

problem of young people all over the Uni'ted ·States, but it does relate 

to malnutrition or good nutrition among .the children of people employed 

in turning out defense things. As, tor example, if you start a new 

.. 
. . 

,. 
\ 
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plat. I al.WJ8 p Hok to * ol4 Br14 .. :poft o ... , w!wzoe JW 4oUle 

or treble tile popalaUOA of t~ DOI'al oity, •• •• 414 1a 1917 ul 

1918. There are not eaougb doctors to go arou.Dd. The too4 aupply 11 

1nauttic1ent, looau,.. 'l'bere are not enough aohoola to iP around. 

So 10u have, in some •1, to look atter the health 8.D4 the education 
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ot that extra hundred thousand people, wbich haa auddenl1 c~ to town. 

The work of the Defense Council draws the .li:oe so.ewbere between 11M 

immediate needs, because ot this present current defense program, end 

the general definition f}t what is going to be good tor the countey in 

the next fifty or one hundred years. Do I make myself clear? I draw 
·' -

the line --I have to. 

Q Have you received a protest fran the Pittsburgh Board of Education 
\ 

agai.nst this proposed $40,000 ,000 . appropriation for N.Y.A. for train-

ing for nat i onal defense purposes industrial training? 

THE PRESIDENT: '" I never heard of it . 

Q They are supposed to have sent you a wire of protest and they are pre~ty 

much aroused. They say it ought to be done by the schools. 

THE PRFSII'IENI': I never beard of it. 

Q Along the lines of your coast defenses, is it because we have acquired 

these British bases that no further lK>rk is needed on them? 

THE PRFSIDENT: What bases? 

Q British? .. . 
THE PRESI D1!Nl': Where? 

I 
Q Is it because we have acquired the outlying bases from the Br1 tish that 

no tllrther coast defenses are needed here? 

'mE PRESIDENT: No, no. '!'he answer is "!To. • (lAughter) 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. '. 
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(Kr. Godwin told the President that Karle Sullinn -.a narins Indian 

Jfocouiu. ) 

THE PRESIDD'l': Is he, really? 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Yes. 

'IRE PRESIDENT: Is he here? 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Yes. 

'lHE PRES I DEN!': I think we ought to have an exhibit afterwards on the big 

table. 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Yes, a · er dance. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT': ;rust a little light pleasantry in tha front r ow. Som.e ot 

the colleagues of Mark are telling me about what he has got on his 

feet, and I suggested a little exhibit of Indian moccasins on the big 

table outside afterwards -- admission ten cents. (Laughter) 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) That is Tammany stuff. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not know where Mark is but I am told he is here. 

Q. (Mr. SUllivan) I am he~ :Mr. President. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': I do not t~nk I •have ~t anything today. I am going to 

leave tomorrow night, probably fairly late, around six, seven o'clock, 
''· .. 

and fl6' down the river and up the bay to Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 

getting there on Monday morning, about 200 miles, •lind ins}>ect the Aber-

.. deen Proving Grounds, and if you people, the whole gang goes with me, 
.. 
if you ent to meet me there abput ten o'clock in the morning, I think 

you can make it in about two hours by motor or train. ADd then we will 
.... . 

•I 

'1 
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qsal a-•• , a ,_. tbeN ... tlla H •t 'bi an u1 ..-.. llaot to 

tu llutill ~1as p1.ut -- tbe llut1D ... ._.,.. tllq oall1t - •• 

lfarUD Ooapm7 p~, which 18 -- .-u - tu llOl'theaat Motion ot 

Baltimore, aDd tram there go to Camp lfeade, which I have Dever Nell, 

aUhouah I •• here ill Waahiugton at the ti.a it wae beiDg built. We 

will get back here to the White House about tour o'clock in the atter-

noon. No speeches. 

Q Will you stop at the Chemical Warfare plant? It is within a stone's 

throw ot Aberdeen. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I suppose so. 1 think so. ·Fred (Mr. Essary), is 

there anything else I sliould see around there? 

Q (Mr. Essary) Yes, sir; there are a few little matters over there tbat 

I will confide to you. (Laughter) 

THE .:mESIDENT: All right. (La.uthter) You '8.nd Pa (General watson) can go 
" 

into conference. It is all rtght. 

Q Mr. President, you are aware or· the tripartite treaty -- I believe they 

call it -- between J'apan, Germany and Italy, signed this morning? You 

know about it? 

THE PRESIDENT.: I can't I just heard the rumor. I cannot say anything 

about it because I baven 't bad anytliing official. 

Q It was not unexpected, was it? 

THE PRESIDEN'l': Well -- ~es and no. 

Q Will they inform you, Mr. Pres ident, ot the treaty officially? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , I suppose we will get nen of what bas been done~ They 

may have it in the State Department by now. 

Q They never have. (Laughter') <; . 
' ' . 

THE PRESIDmt': I am sending to the Semte a long list of appointments, which 
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up to 1ille ft!T larp nua!ler of a441Uoaal MD who will be 1n \be Hl'Yioe. 

There are about thirty, I th1Jlk, so.thlq like that, br1pd1er pu:rala 

to b"e promoted to major generals, in other warda the rank of a d1Yia1on 

' 
ci'I!!Mnder, and a lot of colonels to be promoted to .bripdhr generals. 

The point that I th1Jlk should be •de in tairneee 18 that tbe .. 

are all temporary promotions, which can be rescinded at ~ tj.u 1a the 
-~ . 

eYent ot a lesser n~ber of men. It is applying, in the case ot the 

ArlAy, what ..., did in the World Yar -- gan all sorts ot people tem-

porary rank because ot the importance of the collllll8lld, and when the •r 

was over they reverted to their regular rank. Just in the same way, 

1n the Navy 11e have a number ot admirals and vice admirals. The title 

goes with the place and, as soon as you leave the place, you go back 

to where you were before. ·-
There is only one thing -- this is ott the record -- at the re-

quest ot Mr. Early, who •s not promoted, be wanted me to call your 

special attention to his colleague, Mr. Watson, who was promoted 

(laughter), and there is a l ittle hard feeling in the office about it 

(laughter), but t hat is a t h ing --

Q. (Mr. Godwin, interposing) Is Pa a major gimeral? Is that r i ght? 

THE ffiESIDENT: Yes. (Laughter) 

(Mr . Godwin exclaimed, "Uh, uht" in wmt your reporter might describe 

as a mixture of cynicism aDd amuasnent.) 

Earl says, "Uh, uhl" What do you mean by that? (Laughter) 

Q. (llr. Godwin) What division will he coWMnd? 

'lHE PRESIDINI': You see, the Wh1 te House staff is getting 80 t'rigbttully big • 
. 

Q. (:Ur. Godwin) Are they going to have any pri n.tea aroulld here? 
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Q AJq :politoal .S.pit1ouoe to JOV wekeD4 trtpt 

'mE PRISIDDt: PoliUital sipitiouoet J'igure it out, please. I cu•t. 

Q Ill'. President, han JOU decided on a director ot the d.re.n, air? 

-· THE PRISIDEm': Not 18 t. 

Q llay I ask, Ran you decided whether it will be an otticer ot the ADq 

or a c1T1liu? 

THE PRESIDl!:NT: I can't tell you, Earl (llr. Godwin), beoauae n han -- this 

1s ott the r~ecord again -- we have selected a person and the question 

is whether he can a~cept the place and n have not heard yet. 

Q Mr. President, t here i s a report that t he British are not as eager for ., 

the flying fortreaaes. as they were because tbe present f'lying fortresses 

have nO' rear gun turrets, and that negotiations have now about been 

cpmpleted so that the British get at least halt tbe p~esent production 

ot new flying fortresses . Can you tell us the facts on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: l do not know anyth ing about it. 

Q In view of the need of the national defense, do you plan to put an em-

bargo on the export ot oil? 

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask the State Department, Constantine 

(Mr . Brown). 

Q Mr. President, have you followed your customary procedure, or the pro-

cedure which has become customary, of sealing certain and sundry en-

velopes ot political predictions this year? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q They are all sealed? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have got one right here in the desk . But you know I al­

ways understate things . (Laughter) 

' 
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Q Jlr. Preside•, will tree entZT ot t1ah proo .. N4 in JfewtouDdl•n4 by tU ., 
Gel'MD Sea J'oo4a Compa~ be a coD41 tioD ot leas1Dg the base there! 

•I 
T.BJ: PRKSIDmrr : ot wba t? 

Q l'iah processed in Newfoundland b7 the German Sea :roods COII1p&JI7 be a con-

41tion ot leasing the base there? There have been stories published 

in Newfoundland that it will be one ot the tactors i .n leasing thll 

Newtoundland base? 

THE PRESIDENT: I saw the gentlemen who came back the other day, who haT~ 

been selecting sites, and f'ish were not even mentioned. I did not 

even ask them whether there were fish. I am sorry. (lAughter) 

Q. Mr. President, have you had occasion to talk with or get a repon trom 

General Strong on his operations in London? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not seen him yet. I expect to see him tomorrow or 

Monday or Tuesday. I have a preliminary. report, which is just a sum-
t 

mary, and the main report is now being written. 

Q. Can you tell us whether you agree with his conclusion that the British 

can and will win the ~? 

'mE PRESIDEN!': You do not e~n know what is in the report, do ,-ou? In other 

words, it is a purel,- confidential summary to me, that is all. 

Q. I have reference to his statements? 

THE PRESIDEtfi': No. 

Q. Have you any report tram Admiral (Thomas c.) Hart of Shanghai on conditions 

in the International Settlement? 

THE PRESIDEN'l': You will have to ask the State Department. I suppose between 

. 
the state .Department and the Nav,- we get reports at lea,st once a day 

and have right along tor. several years. 

Q. Is Major General Watson going to stay at the White House? 
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'1'BE PRISIDIN'l': Do you aeu I have to gl .... hill a ro0111 in ~he lbite Houae? 
he 
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Q. You said when/ goes to the place 1» gets the xank and when .he leans i ~ he 

gins up the rank, or something like that. I was just wondering whether 

there is going to be a change in his status? 

THE PRESID:!m': No, just one ot those rank stories. That is all right. 

( Laughter) 

Q (:Mr. Godwin) God Allllighty-t that is terrible. (Laughter) 
r-

Q :Mr. President, any- thought being given to additional licenses on exports? 

THE P.RESIDEm': Nothing special. Of course they are checking all the time on 

a great many different things . I don't think there is anything new on 

that, Pete (Mr. Brandt) . 

Q. Mr. President, have you taken up the question of appointing a new Trans-

portation Board under the Tr ansportation Act? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have not. I have not done a thing about it. 

Q How about the .tabor Board? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: Same thing, no news. Same thing with the Naval Academy 

Board -- no news yet. That is the celebration of the lOoth Anniversary 

of the Naval Academy. Baltimore papers please copy-. 

Q (Mr. Essary) They- will. (Laughter) 

Q. The last time an official p1rty visited the Aberdeen ProTi~ Grounds 

Lester Barlow attempted to knock over some goats tor the boy-s. Will 

they try to have some such show w1 th an aerial torpedo? 

THE PRESIDENr: I think t here are no goats th1B trip. You will be perfectly 
..... 

sate in going. It is all right. (laughter) 
.. 

Q. Thanlc you, Mr. President. 
'> 

. . 
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'"•• Oollh:NDOe 1684, 
'l'bla Ccmtenue •• held 1n two J)arts, 

a .Ol'll1DS Coatennoe at the Aberdec Prortq 
Groun4a, after ocapleUCil ot m 1nepeotion 
tov thl"'ush t.be QrOUDds; ud an attemoon 
Conference at ~ort Meade, tollowiug completion 
ot the inspection there, 

September 30, 1940. 

(The President had tl"lns!erred tran the POTCJ4AC to the BANGBR 
about 10.00 A.M. : Shortl y thereafter he dia .. barked trail the RA.NGBR 
at the dock and' ~diately started on his tour ot inspection. 
Seated in his car with the President were Aasiatmt Secret81"7 
Patterson, Gonmor O'Conor and Kajor Genel"ll Wesson. ~ the order 
DAIIled, the President inspected 8-inch railway mounts, 37-ml; anti­
aircraf"t guns, 90-mm. antiaircraf"t guns, 3-inch antiaircraf"t gQ.Da, 
B-17-A and B-23 bombers, tanks and other mobile equipment, including 
mounts tor anti tank guns aDd antiaircraft guns. Be inspected, at 

233 

close hand, ~rious types of submachine guns, a Springfield army ritle, 
and was g1 ven a firiug demonstration of the new Garand rifle. Be wa·s 
shown the various types of shells in use for antiaircraft aDd anti­
tank guns. There was also drawn up tor his inspection various types 
ot artillery and trench weapons, one of the latter beiug demonstrated 
to him. 

Upon completion of the inspection at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 
and just prior to leaviug tbe grounds, the following Press Conference 
was held at 11.45 A.M.) 

'IRE PRESIDENI' : Well, you have seen just what I saw. They are getting along 

awfully well. You saw a lot of things that have just begun to come 

into production and also quite a number of things that are still models 

that have not yet got into pr oduction but. t he contracts tor whJ,ch have 

been let. 

Anything el se, Bob (Assistant Secretary Patterson)? We are talk-

ing about the guns end tanks. 

ABSIBTA.Nl' SBCRETARY PATTERSON: That covers it ,- l4r. President. 

'mE PRESIDENI': I think that covers it pretty well except thia, that we 

have got to the point now, from what you have seen to day, to where we 

can say that while we are continuing to experiment, thia type is the 
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That uane greater speed. 

One ot the ditticultiee in the World War, as the Genere.l (llajor 

Genere.l Wesson) said, was that we spent an awtul lot ot tills, pre.otioall;r 

all the way through the war, in changing the design after the oontraot 

had been let. 
J 

Q Speoitically, Mr. President, to ,y:t:Ja~~are you referring? 

THE PRESIDENT: Guns, tanks. Guns' of' 'all kinds , including bombs and aviation. 
' . 

' Q How long a tillle, Mr. President, do you think this standardization will take? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is standardized today. 

Q That anti tank gun that was bogged dOwn there, was that standard? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. \ I did not even see it bog down. 

Q It got out , anyway. 

THE PRESIDENT: He says it got out. 

MAJOR GENERAL .WESSON: The gun did not bog down, it was the commercial truck 

that bogged down. 

ASSISTANI' SECREI'ARY PATTERSON: Very good. 

MAJOR GENERAL WESSON: It wasn't one of' Mr. Knudsen's. 

THE PRESIDENT: As long as it wasn't one of' his trucks ~ is all right. 

Can you think or anything else, General? 

MAJOR GENERAL \'lESSON: No, sir. I think you have given a very good des-

cription or it •. 

Q I understand yau are the first President ever to visit this place? 

THE PRESIDEm': Really? Really? Well, it carries me back -- this is an old 

story -- to 1917 Wben we bad a joint conterence, the Army and Nav;r, 

and decided ~hat we would put a joint proving ground down at Solomon's 

Island. Having decided that I there was soine trouble over the price of' 
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SolCIIIOn' a Ialand, ao •• moTed up hen and down to Dahlgren. 'lhat ' • 

how it happened. 

Q Thank you, llr. President. 

(Accompanying the President in his car during the ride trcm 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds to the Glenn Martin plant were Mr.·· Knudsen, 
Assistant Se,cretary Patterson and Governor O''Oonor. ()n arriTal at 
the Glenn lle.rtin plant, Mr. Glenn Kartin was invited into the President's 
car and explained tbe operations as the President made ~is tour ot in­
spection through the plant. The President 's car was driven i nto one 
building where small parts were being stamped and ti tted together tor 
inclusion in the new bombing planes. He also inspected at close band 
the f inal assEIIlbly lines in the hangar set aside tor the Army bombing 
planes. -

Following tbe inspection at Glenn Ya:rtin, the President motored 
to e. secluded spot off the main highway, where luncheon was served to 
the President and his entourage. 

Luncheon was concluded about 2 P .M., and the party started for 
Fort Meade. Seated in the President 's car in the ride, along the out­
skirts of Baltimore , t o Fort Meade, were Governor O'Conor, Senators 
Tydings and Radcliffe and Mayor Jackson. Mayor Jackson lett the 
President's car on reaching the Belt imore city line . 

Colonel Gilbert M. Allen met the President at the entrance to 
Fort Meade and was invited into the President's car. The President 
immediately started on his tour of inspection throogh Fort Meade. 

The President was particularly interested in the new barracks 
being constructed to accommodate the draftees. The construction 
operations were explained to the President by Major s . W. Mcilwain, 
Construction Quartermaster in charge of tbe work. 

The follOWing Press Confennce WaS held in front of the Head­
quarters building just before leaving Fort Meade, at about 3.25 P.M.:) . " 

THE PRESIDENl': Gather around and the Colonel (Colonel 'Allen) will tell you 

something about this. The gist of it is- that we are building up the 

main center of this Corps Area where the troops will come in, will 

stay a relatively short time and then go out . The capacity will be 

increased trom what? 

COLONEL ALLEN: 2,0~0. 

THE PRESIDENT: To 21),000. 

Q. What was the fJ.rst figure? 

• 
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m. PRI8lmlft': 2,000 to 25,000. These barracks here, whioh are rolat11'01J' 

DIW, are to be turDid into the Kedical Center tor this Corps Area, aD4 

will be a 120o-bed m1l1 tary hospital. The other new barraolca will be 

ueed tor troops, and the rest of the troops will be put into those two-

story wooden barracks you saw going up. They are ahead ot schedule . . 
e.nd will be ready to receive the troops as soon as the troops can be 

sent here , which will be about wbat? February? 

COLONEL ALLEN: No, sir. They will come in between the second and eighth 

ot January. 

'!HE PRESIDENT: The first week in January. 

What else shall I tell them, Colonel? Everything seems to be 

coming along in fine shape . 

COLONEL ALLEN: The Recruit Center will be open in December. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Recruit Cente1,' will be open in December. 

~ 'Rhat i s that? 

COLONEL ALLEN: The Recruit Center, which will take care of 1500 men. Of 

course they will stay only for two or three days at a time and then we 

will turn them over at the rate of 300 men a day. 

Q. You are spending seven to eight million dollars here? 

COLONEL ALLEN: Well, counting the Recruiting Center, practically$30,000,000 . 

no, I mean, $10 ,000 ,000 . The Twenty-ninth Division setup will cost_ 

about t 7 ,500 ,000 . The Recruiting Center will coat about $3,025 ,000., 

and then they are now contemplating building temporary barracks to take 

care of the troops in the first permanent barracks, aD1 I do not know 

what the cost is. 

~ That will run close to $1-1 ,000,000 .? 

COLONEL AU.EN: It will be more than that when they get the other thing in. 

,., 



Q OYer 111,000,000.? 
" 

COLONIL AJJ.DT: llore than that. I just heard that thia ws to be done tb1• 

11101'Ding and I have not seen the figures and don't know what it is 

going to be. 

Q. You say t3,025,000~ tor tbe Recruit ' Center? 

COLONEL AT.T.KN: J!'or the Reorui t Center. 

q, Thi~ will be sort ot a gigantic receiving barracks tor the whole Nation? 

COLONEL ALLEN: J"ust this Corps Area. 

Q This is the Reception Center for the Third Corps Area? 

COLONEL A.L!..EN: Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT: Right. 

Q What tank detachment do you have here, sir? 

COLONEL ALLEN: The Seventieth, one battalion • .. 
'lHE PR:ESIDENI': An antitank battalion. 

COLONEL ALLEN: The Ninety-third Antitank Battalion. Then we have an Eva-
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cuation Hospital, Ordnance, Quartermaster and Medical Detachments besides. 

Q What is the strengthhere now? 

COLONEL ALLEN: 2,000, 2100. 

Q Will the tank activities be continued here? 

COLONEL ALLEN: I don't know. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know either. 

(Mr. Douglas Cornell asked a question, evidently about sane 1iY 
ot the old World War tanks, of which quite a number were lying in 
the open field.) 

COLONEL ALLEN: Hardly. There are no spare parts tor them. 

THE PRESIDmr: They have taken a bout forty of them tor training purposes. 

Q IS it going to get up to 25,000 next summer? 

COLONEL ALLEN: About the first part of February • . That is the plan • 

•. 



Q. AD4 that will 1M :RatioDal. QQard aD4 S.leoUTe S.rri.oe? 

COLONBL unm: Yelf. aDd Regular A:J:rq. 

'mE PRBBIDENI': The main point is that the reception facilities will be 

read7 when th' men a.re ready. 

Q Will th•y be in tents, sane ot them? ·· 

COLONEL AI.LEN: No. All permanent or tempo~ry barrecka. 

Q. All permanent or temporary barracks. 

Q. .Thank you, Mr. President. 

'IRE PRESIDENT: Food and clothing goes w1 th it. It is all right • 

• 

.. 

• 
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OCIU'IDINTIAL 
Preas Conference #685, 
Executive·Ottices ot the White Hou.ae, 

·. October 1, 1940, 4.05 P.M. 

(The President had asked Mr. Godwin why he had not taken the 
trip to Aberdeen, Glenn Martin plant and Fort Meade. Mr. 
Godwin r•plied to the effect that he let the other fellows 
do that.) 

THE PRESIDENT: It'~ just too bad, these poor millionaires like Earl, 

That they can't go out on ·trips like that. Just think what they 

mean. 

One thing, this excess profits tax is going to catch them. 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) I am just worried to death. 

THE PRESID:ENT: Worried to death and getting thin over it, 

Q. (Mr. Godwin) Ye~, sir. 
I 

THE PRESIDENT: 
. 

(referring to .the cigarette case which Mr. Godwin was 
/ 

examining) That is what I wanted, 

Q (IJr. Godwin) It is beautiful. I remember the night they gave you 

that. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes~ It is a grand ~hing because it is pretty heavy 

to carry in my pocket, so I keep it on my desk. It keeps them 

(the cigarettes) from getting too dry. 

' Q" (Miss Craig) Ylhat · 'is it? 

- - . Q (Mr. Godwin) The Press Club membership gift . 

'liD! PRESIDENT: The ·women never gave me anything like that. (Laughter) 

Q (Miss Craig) You are not a member of our club. 

MR , DONALDSON: All in, 
f . 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not ~h.ink . there ·is any particular news except 

Lowell Mellett has b.een appointed Administrative Assiste.,nt to the 

.. 
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President --,gGeral handy man. 

~ Does that relieve him ot his duties in the --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Still supervises that wor k. But that 

does not mean it will be more than a portion of h i s ttme on that. 

Q. Mr. President, if you have read the pal).ers in the last twenty-tour 

hours you will notice that a Presidential candidate has been 

subjected to rather harsh treatment in Michi gan. I think it ... 
was throwing cantaloupes or something at him. 

-. 
THE PRESIDENT: I have not rea d it because the only paper I read this 

' ;. 
morning was t he Washington Post and I did not see anything about 

it in that. But Steve (Mr . Early) told me about it and all I 

can say is t hat it is thoroughly reprehensible to do a thing like 

that . I imagine under the laws of almost every state it is crim-

inal and it is an assault . And the only other thing I can aug-

gest is t hat Steve says it is an R.F . C. employee and the employee 

should forfeit employment, of course, tor doing a thing like that . 

~ What was the last part, ~!r . President? 

THE PRESIDENT: The employee should forfeit employment for doing a 

thing like that. 

~ The French Ambassador, following a call on you t his morning, was .. 
represented as 'having said that you t hink the United States and 

t he French Governments were in substantial agreement on the 

French proposal to fortify Martinique, Will you comment on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Vfuo said that? 

~ The French Ambassador . 

THE PRESIDENT: He did? 

~ I did not hear h1ril, sir, but I understand tbe:t was the purport, 
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TBZ PBESIDENT: I do not think they shoul.d carry that. It 1e sate1"' 

not to . 

Q Mr. President, there has been same complaint in the press about 

the kind of clothes the newspapermen wear. I wondered it you 

had noticed 

THE PRESlllENr: (interposing) 'I .can tell you why, because I talked 

about dear old Mark's (~~. Sullivan's) moccasins, and he said 

I was guilty of levity, and so I cannot be guilty of levity and 

therefore I cannot say anything about the other clothes of the 

Press. 

Q, Can you tell us anything further about Mr. Mellett's duties as 

Administrative Assistant? 

THE PRESIDENT: Odd jobs. 

Q Will that have any connection with press relations, sir? 

THE PRESID:ENT: I don't know; I haven't the faintest idea • . 
Q Anybody take his place over there, or will he keep on? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I guess he will keep -- what do they call it? - -

a ·motherly eye over it -- a fatherly eye, I should say. 

Q, Is J. Warren Madden among those still under consideration tor the 

... vacancy on the Labor Board? 

THE P.RESIDENI' : I haven't any news on it; I wish I did. 

Q, Have you any objection to the expenditure thi~year of funds 

authorized by Congress totalling $6 , 000,000 . for the Boston 

pry Dock? 

THE PRE3lllENT: I do not lmow. I did not know I had. What is it for? 

Q, To expand the fac ili t 'ies of the dry dock. I think you wrote a 

letter on it. 
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'l'BI PRBSIDENT: I do not remember; I may have. You will have to dig 

it out for me. Frankly, I have no recollection of it. 

Q Mr. Fresident, I have missed the White House news the last three 

or four 'hours, at least. Have you made ~ny appointment, or 

will you make one, for the Director of the Draft? 

THE FRESIDENl': Not yet. I have not heard yet. 

Q Mr. President, is there any background you could give us about 

the fortifying of Martinique? 

THE PRESIDENT: We have had absolutely nothing -- at least, we ,had 

not a couple of hours ago -- from France in regard to that story, 

so I just hesitate to talk a bout it. We have had nothing. 

Q Mr. President, you had a lengthy conversation, I think, with the 

Attorney General, and I believe Mr . Welles (Under Secretary of 

State) was in part of the time. Can you tell us about that'? 

THE PRESIDENT: I guess it was just happenstance that he (Mr. ~<Telles) 

came in about the time the -Attorney General left, about the same 

time he was going out. There was no connection. 
/ 

' .._ 

Q. Last Friday, following the Press Conference, the day of the an-

nouncement of t he mutual aid pact (betv1een Germany, Italy and 

Japan), you saw 6-delegation from the British Embassy, also a 

delegation. from a committee to defend America by a iding the 

allies, and then a Cabinet meeting. Is there anything you can 
. 

tell us sinca .our last Press CRnference? 

TEE !'RESIDENT: Except pure coincidence; that is alL 

Q Reading the Viashington Post this morning, did you·· chance to see 
' .. 

a story on page one which says t here was a broad measure o"fc 

Administrative support for the proposal to modify or repeal 

.. 
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the .Jobneon Act, 1D order to allow the OoTermnellt --

THE PBWDRN'l': (interposing) I never beard about it before and I 

haven't since. 

Q Anything you can tell us about flying fortresses, Mr. President, 

a t this time? 

TEE PRESIDENT: I do not think there i s any news on it at all, one 

way or the other. 
: 

Q. Three governors from the Mid.-West were in here today. Were you 

able to give them any assurances that more defense orders will 

go to the interior? 

THE PRESIDEI\1T: They had seen several people on our Defense Council 
· ~ 

and, I think, the Arm:y and Navy, and I think they were completely 

reassured on the subject of our building up facilities in t he 

central part of the country as fast. as we can do so without loss 

of time. 

Let me talk to you, just for a minute, off the record, on 
' 

" ' 
j 

that. Some of you went along yesterday and saw the Martin plant 

just outside of Baltimore. The ques~ion came up -- this is off 

I 

~ 
the record, just for background -- the question came up a little 

i 
' 

... while ago as to adding to the Martin bomber · output and we, all 

of us, wanted to put the necessary addition to the plant, which .. 
meant doubling the plant, wanted to put the addition somewhere 

. . 
out in the Middle ·west , and ·then came the . question of time:· 

• 
And the production experts believe that to double the' plant by 

'putting it, the other part of it, out west under ~he same man-

agament would cost several months ' in time of starting produc~ 
. . 

tion over building another unit within a mile of the old plant • .. 

' 
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Well, that happened to be tbe decision on that particular can, 

that particular company. It is a question of administration, 

management, et cetera. In the case of some other company, the 

experts decided they would not lose time by going out to the 

Middle West. There are a great many management factors that 
I 

none of us understand. We have to take t _he word of management 

experts and it was felt in this particular case that you had 

yesterday that it was better to build the ot her plant just one 

mile trom the old plant. In the- case of the North .American and 

CurtisiManufacturing and perhaps the Vultee, and one or two 

others, they felt there would be no loss of time in putting the 

new plants, instead of the old place, putting them in some new 

point in the Middle Vi est. So each case is being taken up on 

the merits of the individual case, with the objective of put-

ting as many new plants in safer places than they would be on. 

either _the East Coast or the ·Paci fi c Coast, there being certain 

exceptions to th~ genera l rule, as we saw yesterday. 

MR . EARLY : The latter part is on the record? 

THE PRESIDENT: _ No , 1 . think not, because that bri.ngs in an individual 

plant.. I am just telling you t his because I v.anted to give you 

an ide8_2f how they are going about it and the why for it • 
. . 

Q Can we use this for backgro~d without mentioning any plant? 

· -THE mF.SIDENT: Yes. 
'T 

Q Has there been any disposition on the part of the owners of these 

plants to insist on the East and· vrest Cpaats? They say that 

fre ight r ates and t r ained personnel are not available. Is there 

anything to that? 
' 
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'J!II & I th1Dk •err little, Pete (Mr. Bre.D4t). ~ han 

been 'Yer'J oooperative and it has been decided wholly on the 
,, 

merits and not only on the merits but with the a ppron.l ot the -
plant s t hemselves , the cCIIlpanies. 

Q Mr. Pres i dent , t o go back to the Dratt Director . a minute, is Preei-

dent Cl arence - -

THE PRESI DEN!' : (i nter posing) I cannot tell you any names and don 't 

tell me any names . We ought to bear soon . 

Q Mr. President , do you have any general observations to make about 

your t r ip yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not any more than I told the boys yesterday , that work 

, 
is goi %18 on and we are trying , as a general proposi t i on, to a vo i d 

changes in all kinds of things atter the contract has been l et . 

In other words , when we decide on a light tank, to keep on build-

ing l i ght tanks of the plan that has been decided on, rather than 

make minor changes e very two or .three weeks after the order has 

been given . The idea .is to get production . 

Q t~ . President, we had an item trom Spain yesterday, apparently 

cleared through the censor there, to t he effect that you !fad 

s ent some k i nd of communication to Franco . Is ther e anything to 

that at all? 

THE PRESIDENT: Certainly I have not , and I do not believe the Secr e-

tary of State ~as , or I would probably have hear d about it. 

Q Mr . President , is there anything you can tell us about your son, 

Elli ott, getting a captain 1 s COllllli ssi on? There has been soJIIII 

crit ici sm on i t . 

THE PRESI DENT: No . I read wh~t Hugh Johnson said a nd I read what 



nllott aid about Hugh 1ohllaOD end I su••• that hold• it prettJ 

well. 

Q In ooDJleotion w1 th treezing the designs ot muni tiona tor the Artq, 

haa any policy been adopted about treezing the de81gns ot ships 

ot the Navy atter contracts are let? 

THE PRESIDENT: We made very, very great improvements_ 1n that, but 

.. 

those improvsnents have been going on tor over two years . In 
. · .. 

other words, two years ago we gave a hurry- up order to all the 

yards , private and public, that were building ships . The length 

of time, tbre~ years to build a destroyer , was perfectly terrible 

a.nd we found the reason that both ~he yards and private shi p­

building companies gave was that no sooner had they started to 

work on bluepr ints than the (Navy) Department here changed the 

blueprints on tham. For the last two years we ~ave been making 

steady improvement on retaining and sticking by the original 

design . 

~ And by doing that, sir , you speed up the procurement of ships? 
.. 

I s that so , sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Very much . You take our present destroyer s that ·we 

are taking , the ones that we let about fiv.e years ago they were 

taking t hirty-six mont hs for completion, and the destroyers or 

the same size that we let this past winter ought to oame out in 

twenty months. \'/ell, that is a whole lot better than thirty-six 

months . 

Q Have you read t he article in the New Republic, the current issue, 

on t hat subject? 
' 

THE PRESIDI'ln': No, Who b~? 



Q I th1Dk the D&me •• David M1 tohell. 

'Iml: PRESIDENT: No. Do you know who he is, Dan (Captain callaghan)? 

CAPTAm CAI.IAGHAN: No , sir; I have not heard, 

Q. It was along the same line but it bl~d the lack of control over 

the different bureaus in the Navy Department . 

THE PRESIDENT: \'Tell , that was one reason, it is perfectly true . I 

have not read t he article but it is per fectly true that there 

was divergence, as you know, last spring between the Bureau of 

Engineering and the Bureau of Construction Repair . So ~e put 

them both together and you have the Burea~of Ships , and now it 

is al l one bureau, with one man at the head of it, with control 

both over the designs of hull and machinery. 

Q. V~ . President, do you have any other travel plans or inspection 

trips? 

THE 'PRESID»TT: Oh, I am going up to Hyde Park to dedicate three 

sc~oolhouses on saturday and maybe -- this is purely tentative 

probably not -- it is just possible I may go to Watervliet on 

Monday and come back here from Watervliet . But , instead of t hat, 

I may come straight back here. I do not know yet , 

Q Regardless of any particular measures, can you te11 us whether or 

not the Johnson Act ·should be modified withyreference tq Great 

Britain? 

THE PRESIDENT : I have made np recoimllendations and expect to make no 

recommendations. 
. 
' 1lR. GODVTIN: Thank you, 'Mr. President . 

I 

2'47 


	0202
	0203
	0204
	0205
	0206
	0207
	0208
	0209
	0210
	0211
	0212
	0213
	0214
	0215
	0216
	0217
	0218
	0219
	0220
	0221
	0222
	0223
	0224
	0225
	0226
	0227
	0228
	0229
	0230
	0231
	0232
	0233
	0234
	0235
	0236
	0237
	0238
	0239
	0240
	0241
	0242
	0243
	0244
	0245
	0246
	0247
	0248
	0249

