Press Conference #694,
Executive Offices of the White House,
November 8, 1940, 12.10 P.M.
Q (Mr. Godwin) Catch some sleep?
THE PRESIDENT: I got a load of it. I am going to catch up some more next
week., I need a lot more. Don't you need some more?
~Q (Mr. Godwin) God, I had all tHere were of hours of sleep last night.
THE PRESIDENT: You do have the worst hours of anybody I heard af;
Q (Mr. Godwin) I know it. All night long on that New York thing. That
was tough.
THE PRESIDENT: Do you get double time for night work?
Q (Mr. Godwin) Not with this Wages and Hours Administration.
THE PRESIDENT: I think you ought to do something about it.
Q (Mr. Godwin) I do. I attack them every now and then. (Iaughter)
MR. DONA.L_DHJN: All in.
THE PRESIDENT: I -do not think there is any particular news. I have a party
tamorrow night, as you know, and on Monday we have 11.00 o'clock at the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and a little fairly short speech after that,
about ten minutes.
Q At the Tomb? _
THE PRESIDENT: No, at the -Amphi‘hhaa‘hef right hehinﬂ_ it. And then, on Hondgy
afternoon, at 4.00 o'clock we lay the cornerstone of the new hqspita.‘l..'
And then next week sometime -~ I do not know what, Tuesday or Wed-
nesday -- I think I will get on board the U.S.S. POTOMAC and go down the
- river for three or four days of sleep and read a lot of documents that
have not been read for the last two weeks.

@ You were speaking of the Naval Hospital?




THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q In that connection, have you anything to do with the disposition of the
present Naval Hospital sits in Georgetown or, at least, down here a
little way? It is a very beautiful site for somebody and I wondered
whether the Govermnment was gn;l.ng to build a building or have a park?

THE PRESIDENT: There is no disposition of it yet. It still is allocated to
the Navy Department, but the architects have been working on a really
lovely design -- this would take Congressional action, of course -;
by which the new War Department building on its west end would have
some kind of == ihat would you call it? a colonnade, with perhaps

. offices over it, that would tie in on the base of the hill, the south
base of the hill, tie in the War Department hﬁildin.g with the new Navy
Department building. And that, being half way between the two buildings,
would be occupied by joint organizations, like the Joint Board, tying
the two defense departments together.

~ Then, the hill itself, according to these architectural or land-
scape plans, would be turned into a park, which would be a very lovely
thing.

Q Mr. President, I think the country would like to know whether you were
closer than Mr, Gallup on your electoral vote?

THE PRESIDENT: I was away uff. My guess was made, as you know, way back
about the first of August, and I saw no reason at any fima in the campaign
to change it. It was 340 for me. |

Q 3407

- THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I was away off.

Q Mr. President, have you made any prophesies in regard to the House?

THE PRESIDENT:  What?




worried as some other people were.
Q You never had any figures?
THE PRESIDENT: No.
And, basing the thing more or less on that 340 -- up there at i
Hyde Park the boys had a p:i'hl on different sections and regions =- I |

—

lost them all. %

Q@ Mr. President, what state surprised you?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, about a hundred and ten votes did.

Q Would you care to identify them further?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Mr. President, the Pan American Union Governing Board, representing the
twenty-one American nations, congratulated you unanimously on your elec-
tion and expressed the view that the vote was an endorsement of the Good
Neighbor p.uliay. Could you =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing). That was awfully nice of them.

@ Do you share that view?

THE PRESIDENT: I think they probably were correct. !

Q Mr, President, did you get anything from Herr Hitler or Mussolini?

THE PRESIDENT: No. &

-Q I understood you got something from Marshal Petain?

THE PRESIDENT: No. It may be here, Constentine (Mr. Brown), but I haven't
seen anything.

Q But Hitler did not say anything? :

THE PRESIDENT: NO == not yet.

-
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of asking Mr. Willkie into the Cabinet or a Government position. Have
you anything to say about that, seriously? |

THE PRESIDENT: Only this, that I have not considered anything along those
lines one way or the other, and I have to warn everybody, Brr the record,
that this kind of a story (indicating the newspaper in fromt of him) is
8illy. Where was it? Oh, yes, (reading)

"That some Cabinet changes were likely was reported in New
Deal circles."

(The President was quoting from the front page of the New York

Times of even date.)

What I want to emphasize is that it was not reported in New Deal
circles; it was written in this particular office.

And the next sentence, (reading)

"It was said thet the resignation, etec.”

If was not said in official quu:&ers, it was written in the office.

' Q Is that off the record?

THE PRESIDENT: No, you can use that if you want to.

Q (Mr. Godwin) As a matter of personal defense, every time I ask you a
question and you pick up a newspaper, th'ay say that it is a planted ques-
tion. Will you solve that? (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I will solve it. I will say, "ﬁarl,"it was not a planted
question."® (Laughter)

Q (Mr. Godwin) I happen to be well infommed; that is all. (Laughter)

Q Mr, President, toward the end of the campaign you made certain statements
that were regarded by many people as indicating that you mld not ac-

cept a i‘.‘nurth term. Did -wu definitely mean that?
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school amd learn English? It was perfectly clear to me snd
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everybody else in this country.

Q That was your meaning?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, read it. I am not teaching you Engligh; read it.

Q I have read it, sir. ' |

THE PRESIDENT: Well, read it sgain. It was a statement, and perfectly plain
English. Read it again.

Q llrf\Praaidant, a plo‘pf:uit- in Hawaii voted two to cne for statehood.

Would you care to indicate whether ym:l have any tentative opinion or
general inelination in that regard?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I have no inclination on that at all, It is all right.

Q@ Mr. President, anything you have in mind now that would require the at-
tention of Congress between this time and the first of January?

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot tell you because I have not seen the Congressional
leaders yet. Most of them ere away and I suppose they will be back on
!ilunday and I will see them then.

@ Will you comment on the report that Leon Henderson wml:} hacunia_ a
Secretary?

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think that uigi:mtad any place in the Administration.

Q@ You met yesterday witﬁ the Defense Commission and we were told afterward
that the Priorities Board was meeting and might give consideration to
this 12,000-plane order for Great Britain. Anything definite on that yet?

THE PRESIDENT: I would not put :Li; that way. You ala,"thu Priorities Board
1.||1v::+u.1.d not take up things like completed nrtidlns, among them plgn-.i,
which is a umplaiaa article. They will take up, in the first instance,

certain component parts, of which there might be shortages, that go




Mn a !mm!& u-unlo. In n‘lhﬂ ﬂﬂl, let us try‘tn mm
ny th-:r mld: luppou, for the sake of argument, there were lu'd-u
for 12,000 planes. First, they would look into the question of the
manufecturing facilities, the buildings and the labor, skilled labor,
and the assembly end of it, and the putting together of the thing, and
then they would say, "Where an-hnttlannckué What are we short of®"

Now, -thoru might be some agsantiul things we were short uf;
especially raw materials, so far as getting them up to the line on time.

Well, just for example, just trying to illustrate, yesterday we
talked about the steel situation. Probably, through the winter, until
next spring when the Great Lakes are open again, there won't be any
ingot shortage. In other words, there is enough ore on hand to make
ingots. of to keep that going. On the other hand, there might be a
shortage of manufacturing facilities for some steel process after tha

~ingots are all melted down. There might be a shortage of rolling faeili-—.

ties, or stamping facilities, or something of that kind.

So that is what the Priorities Board is doing at the present tiﬁa,

to check on the primal bottlenecks at the bottom of the line.

Q@ Mr. President, iﬁ dealing with this request of 12,000 planes, you said
the Defense Commission had been asked to give its sympathetic considera-
tion. Has that sympathetic consideration resulted in a final decision?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet; it is being studied. | a

Q Anything to be said about Kemnedy (Ambassador to Great Britain) as to
whether or not he will go back to London? Any news?

THE PRESIDENT: No. He is carrying on and giving us some very valuable
information.

Q There was a suggestion from somewhere that he is going to remain here and
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for the next few weeks on information he has and advice.

Q Mr. President, from gemerel word I got from Buffalo, it seems on your
trip you qualified pretty much as an expert. IlLarry [ﬁmnn-} Bell
said he never had anyone ask him so many technical questions on air-
plane production. Can you tell us anything at all about the two plants
you saw up there on your vimit?

THE PRESIDENT: I think they were getting on pretty well. I don't pretend
to be an expert but, having started in on the problem of industrial g
output in the year 1913, I know some of the major questions that ought
to be asked to bring out things on manufacturing plants.

Q Mr., President, what happened to your idea of locating the steel industry
on the West Coast?

THE PRESIDENT: They are going ahead with that. They are turning out more
and more of certain types of steel and trying -- we are studying the
putting in of the manufacturing of other types of steel out there. For
instance, you take this new plant up on the Columbia River. It is an
aluminum plant and it is hoped that they will build not only the alumi-
num billets that they will make out there, but that they will do the
ﬁnnuiialcturing there 1na1-;-aad of shipping them east and then shipping t-ha
finished aluminum back west again.

Q@ Who can use the word I"prinrity" on completed articles to which the Govern-
ment has not yet taken title? I mean, such as airplanes? Is it possible
that Britain could get airplenes almost completed and them they could
be turned over -- .

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Well, that has nothing to do with priority.



s case? ui’iua nm e O R

THE PRESIDENT: Probably come npthrmahthtlnrudhw tou, I suppose.
It has in the past.

q' Is there any movement nlong that line now?

THE PRESIDENT: Hu. I will tull you, there is one thing which you might as
well print. I think it is all right. I am very often called "The rule
of thumb man.” Quite a long while ago, about three weeks, four weeks
ago, there came a question about munitions of mrioulh f:m: for Canada
and Great Britain, as they came off the line, murnkn both needed th_m
same thing. ;

Nt

Q That is what I meant.

THE PRESIDENT: And I laid down & rule of thumb, which is only a general rule
and, of course, is absolutely aubjactvt:u exceptions. And the rule is a
50-50 rule. In other words, we take half; they teake nalf.

Q Do::q that apply to the large bombing planes, the flying fortresses?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

. Q Mr., President, in connection with the western steel development, is there
anything in the wind in the nature of a drrelapneilt to inn;r.'aaéu the
steel capacity near the iron mines in Minnesota?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I have heard of. -

Q Mr, President, does that 50-50 rule apply to big bombers, meaning also

~ flying fortresses? - |

THE P!EESIDmu': As they come off the line, I should say yes, the new ones.

Q Would it apply to planes that are now coming off the lines? |

THE PRESIDENT: Yes and no. In otﬁﬁr words, we might need more thn-n the

fifty per cent for a while, or there might be some article that we
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of an individual article.
Q Does this 50-50 ratio increase the ratio that has been in existence for
the past several months, or by how much does it increase it?

THE F I should say a little bit. I think before that it was

perhaps 55-45 and now it is 50-50.

Q@ The 55-45 being in favor of the United States?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q@ Have you in mind any arrangement with Mexico paralleling that which we
have with Canada? '

THE PRESIDENT: I think that the armies of both countries have been carrying
on studies, Jjoint studies. Didn't we have the chief of staff of the
Mexican Army up here?

Q Yes, sir..

Q Reports have been circulating in usually good quarters in Europe that
some sort of peace move may be anticipated in Washington in the next
few weeks. The reports seem to say that ome step in the move would be
the withdrawal of Germany fram Belgium, Norway and the Netherlands.
Have you heard such a report? |

THE PRESIDENT: I never even heard of it; never even read it. Thé_nm way,
there was a U, P. rapaft this morning of some kind .of agreement --

I don't kmow what it said - "high official sources in London" end I am
quite sure it did not come from high of ficial sources in London -~
about an agreement between, I do not know what it was, Great Erituin,-
Australia and the United States. I am quite sure it dd not come from

high sources. ¥ -




Q That is to say that such ummm m-m even gétee in prinety ' .

THE PRESIDENT: I -huul.d say the r-p:rt did not come frﬂmnﬁ gﬁ“m | N+
isas. S o st confine curdelven $o- Mas » |

 Q Mr, President, London is wondering whether you might u.uln your gdoa offices

to bring Churchill and De Valera together on the question of the use of

Irish ports?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, George (Mr. Durnoc); I never heard of it.

Q Also I have been requested to ask whether any immediate Federal funds

are in sight for this Washington-Baltimore Boulevard as a national de-
fense project?
THE PRESIDENT: No. The last I heard about that was when I went to the plant,

the aviation plant that day and we came back, you know, from Aberdeen,

and the Governor of Maryland (Governor 0'Conor) told me that he had

a board or something that was looking into the question. He said he
would let me know about it as soon as they made a report. I have not
heard anything since then.

MR, GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.
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Q Hyde Park tomorrow night, sr?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
Q I will ask thet for the record, as soon as we start.

T

THE PRESIDENT: Yes; in fact I will tell you beforehand.

MR, DONALDSON: All in. '

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only news I have @t is that Joe Davies
(Ambassador Joseph E. Davies) has resigned as Special Assistant to the
Secretary of State and letters aﬁ being given out over there, and I
have asked Joe to be the Chairmen of the Inaugural Committee -- what-
ever it is called =--

Q (interposing) Has he accepted?

THE PREIDM: == like Cary Grayson had.

Q Has he accepted, Mr, h‘aaiﬂoﬁt?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

@ Was his resignation necassary.i‘or the acceptance of the chaimnship?

THE PRESIDENT: No, but I think he wanted to spend a good deal of time on
the chairmanship.

Q There has been some speculation about going over to London?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q (Mr. Essary) Have you accepted Mr. Bullitt's resignation, sir, as Ambassador
to France?

TR PREsIm The only thing I got, Fred, is to tell you off the record
that I understand from the Secretery that a letter from Bullitt came

in, that it was dated on the seventh and arrived here and was ac-
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knowledged and I ain't been able to find it .;,,. T4 A axoasd i
somewhere, [-Iliﬁéhtnr] '
Q I am taking it for granted --

- o &

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) If you want fun, you can stay afterwards and

go through my basket. You will probably find it. e,

Q (Mr. Essary) I would like it, sir. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: It uill.talce you two or three hours.

Q (Mr. Essary) Well, I em willing. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: It is in there somewhere.

Q The last word from the Vultee factory strike is that apparently, while
they are talking and negotiating, they are not making very much headway
and the plant may be tied up indefinitely. In view of that report,
which may or may not be correct, are you considering any appeal to either
or both sides -~ any move you are interested in making?

'I':'EE PRESIDENT: I have not heard anything about it, one way or the other.

Q Can you tell us, sir, whether you think the incident out there demonstrates
the need for any new =-

THE PRESIDENT: (im#erposing) No, I do not think --

Q (interposing) I was thinking about machinery, generally, to settle these
disputes?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't R:;mm "Each ca.su"dapnnds on its merits, you know.

Q There is one other thing on that situation: There have been suggestions
that the War Department might recommend to the company that they grant
an increase to the strikers and, since these are all fixed price con-
tracts, the War Department might rensgotiate each contract m add to
cover the added labor costs. Can you comment on that?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I haven't the faintest idea.




rm m: " That is a new one,

Q Another report that Marshall Field is to be semt to London?

THE PRESIDENT: That is a new one. 5 ey

Q Mr. President, have you any comment to make on Mr. Willkie's ;pon-ulu-;
tion speech? ;

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Probably going up to Hyde Park tomorrow night -- first Thanks-
giving I have had up there in -- I don't know how many years -- eight
years, I think, since I have been away .

Q There have been more increasing demands that this country semd food to
Europe, gapanialiy to those sections, Belgium and dhoccupied France,
thet are in danger of starvation. I wonder if this Administration has
any new plans -- -A

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No.

Q Mr. President, have you any comment on Senator Mintom's visit today?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we talked over the Indiana situation.

Q Have you any camment on the visit to you by Assistant Secreteary Patterson,
former Assistant Secretary of Commerce?

THE PRESIDENT: No; we talked over the political situation.

Q How about Assistant Secretary Patterson of the War Department?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we were talking about a lot of things that there ﬁnft
any public news on.

Q Did the strike come up, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. (Laughter)

The only thing I was very glad about, while he was here the Navy
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the news on the ticker that they had a six-alarm fire u'i-imw
Q Anything you mmlbuui; the appeal of Greece tnrd.r;lmnund other
militery supplies? ‘ | 1
THE PRESIDENT: Only what I saw in the Star.
Q Mr, President, does it nﬁn any difference to you that the House refused

Pt

to adjourn today?
—
THE PRESIDENT: No, No. (Laughter)
Q Was there any further word on Mr. Wallace's visit to Mexico City?
THE PRESIDENT: Vieit to what? |
Q On Mr, Wallace's visit to Mexico City?
THE PRESIDENT: I think it has been received with a great deal of acclaim,
both in Mexico and the United States.
Q Will you send a message ﬂoé there with him?
THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. You will have to ask the Protocol whether it
will be a public message or a private message or what.
Q Mr, President, there is now an Argentine Economic Mission here. Have
you yet been consulted regarding a possible. ;grum? . T
THE PRESIDENT: No, I am to see them when I get back next Monday or Tuesday.
Q After your return? I oa 3
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
Q Monday or Tuesday?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes. e st 4
Q Do the reports out of the Carribean indicate there might be any develop-
— ments in the near future on Martinique?

THE PRESIDENT: No.




ahead of anything. I don't care to make any prognostications at all.

Q Have you any report on this Tampico incident, the German ships being ap-

parently almost intercepted by some ships which were either American or
a foreign country? ‘
THE PRESIDENT: Don't you think that is a matter that it is advisable for the

President not to comment on but for all of us to bave a very quiet
chuckle about? (Laughter) That is entirely off the record.

Again, off the record, what obviously happened, as far as we can
make out, as far as any of us can tell, is that we have had a patrol,
which has been going on there for over a year in the Gulf of Mexico.
And, when word came beforehand that these ships were going out, there
were some of our patrol ships somewhere off there, twelve or fifteen
miles, something like that, and when these ships came out, they thought
that n;.:l.‘r ships were British ships and three got back as fast as they

could and the other was set afire and went to the bottom.

Q Maybe they thought they were destroyers that were turned over. _{Iaughtnr]

Q Mr. President, there was another report from Tampico that United S‘;:a.taa 3
destroyers had\.._gtnppad a Honduran and Mexican freighter. Have you any
confirmation of that?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard of that at all, no. No, I talked to Admiral
‘Stark about an hour ago and I think he would have told me if there was
anrbh.tng we had. _ - ) =« 3

Q You have intimated that you had nothing for Congress to do. But, if it /
continues to sit here anyway, will you find amlthiﬁs for it to do? J

- -1

:

1



all the time. (Leughter)
Q Anything an the dufnupmmmnm send up? | /
THE PRESIDENT: No, not at this time. : |
Q Will you tell us what you and Bill White talked about this morning, Mr.

President?
THE PRESIDENT: His future activities.

Q What are they to be, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: You had better ask Bill., I would not want to encroach; he
might have a good story there.

Q Mr. White won't talk, eir; we did ask him. (Laughter)

Q One report said that Mr. White 15. going to start asitatinn for the t}mﬁ-_F
fer of war destroyers to the British. You did not discuss that by any

chance?

THE PRESIDENT: No, we did not discuss that.

Q Is there any possibility that Mr. White might go into the Administration

in any capacity?

THE PRESIDENT: We did not even discuss that.

. Q Mr, President, can you tell us what you talked about with Mayor LaGuardia?

* THE PRESIDENT: Oh, we talked about lotes of things. We had a very good time.

Q Was a Cabinet post mentioned?

THE FRESIDENT: No, it was not mentioned.

MR, REYNOLDS: Thank you, Mr. President.
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In mt-m at Hyde Park, N.Y.,
November 22, 1940, 11.40 A.M. ;

Q Good morning, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: How are things back home? (

Q@ Very good. Very nice weather.

Q Almost like Warm Springs air.

" THE PRESIDENT: We ought to be in Warm Springs instead of here. Ac-
tually, it is the first -Thankagiving I have had since I was
Governor.

Q Yes, you went to South America in 1936. Everything else has been
Werm Springs.

THE PRESIDENT: How is the old station (radio station) coming?

Q (Mr. Coons) Pretty well.

THE PRESIDENT: Are you in the black yet?

Q (Mr. Coons) We missed the election. If we had one of those a
month, we would be fine. |

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think there is a blessed thing. There is a
story in Washington, in the Post -- they telephoned to me that
General Pershing had been asked by me to go as Ambassador to
France -- and that was perfectly true -- last week because, a&s
I felt, he knew the old Marshal Petain, they would understand
each other, and I asked him to go. He waited for three or four
days and tried to persuade his dooctors that the right thing for
him to do was to go, end that was one thing he couldn't win out
on. The doctors won out and they told the Gonprnl' th-y thought

it would be & very, very grave misteke for him to go abfoad at




he had to take the orders from thn' doctors ﬂthtf’%m from me,

and that he could not go. He was grand about it.

Q Does that mean, sir, that Mr. Phillips' resignation has been accepted?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet.

Q He still remains Ambassador to France, thuné

THE PRESIDENT: Obviously.

Q Have you anyone else in mind, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Haven't got to that stage yet.

Q@ How about Joe Kennedy?

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a word except what I read in the papers.
I have not heard a thing.

Q Have you seen the Dies repé;t?

THE PRESIDENT: What? %

Q The Dies Committee report?

THE FRESIDENT: Only read the headlines. I have not had a chance to
read the whole report yet. I can talk to you, off the record,
about one thing I read about. It has got to be off the record,
and for your own information I think some of that stuff about the

= o0ld library, the German library, (the German Library of Informa-
tion) I think it is awfully old. I think it is positively
hoary. I think we have known about it for months and I think it
has been ended for months. It is sort of a dead fish drnggad
out again. You had better check on that but I think that is the

fact. i

Q The Rome radio said there were reports going around the ihxioan

il that after your reelection, through the papal delegate in Wash-
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12gben, you mmma to sound out the Pope on issuing
some sort of joint appeal for peace?

THE PRESIDENT: I guess that is just another one.

Q In view of these bombings of Britain in the last week or so, there
are a lot of questions being asked by people as to whether we
will step up this 50-50 rule of thumb you mentioned before in
order to give them more help? %

THE PRESIDENT: That is altogether too general a question. If, at the
same time, they would poin’lr/u/'l:l_t how it could be done, it would
be & different story. There could be an answer, maybe, to any
definite proposition.

Q There has been talk in the press and among the public about getting ~--
making it possible for Britai;_:t to get credit here, and some talk
about convoying ships half way across the Atlantie?

THE PRESIDENT: There has been nothing in the Govermment:-

Q@ Mr. President, do you have any plans for any additional inspections
of defense facilities? -

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q In the near future?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q Could you tell us anything about them?

THE PRESIDENT: Neo.

Q Could you tuil us anything, off the record, for our own personal
.guidance? ; S .

THE PRESIDENT: No, except keep your bags handy.

Q Will it be in the month of December, do you think, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
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Q 'Ilﬂm“wmlfﬁirlh“klﬂr-

THE PRESIDENT: No. I think you will get Christmes and New Years;
nothing doing that part of the month, -hut otherwise you have got
to work. '

Q May we ask how long you plan to remain in Weshington when we get

; back from this trip? | ‘

THE PRESIDENT: I will be there all next week.

Q When do you plan to go back?

THE PRESIDENT: Sunday night. Then the- usual Monday morning confer-
ence if anybody is there. B

Q Mr. President, may we take it from what you said about General
Pershing that somebody will be going to --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I don't know; I have not got beyond
that. f

Q Mr. President, on the Dutchess County situation: In view of Mr.

Hardy Steeholm's wonderful run and, of course, the considerable

talk that one might expect after an election, I wonder 1if 1t is

all right for me to ask whether he might be appointed to some

| post? _ | |
THE PRESIDENT: T have not got the faintest idea. I never heard of
it before. It ies all right.
Q In that comnection, Mr. Pruidan_.t, of ocourse there has b“:_t Mr.
Fish's lament over the result, and that has been carried down i
to Washington. I see he 15 LEiNE shaus hobssmhinbine s s

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No! I never heard that. Was he the



A

'Q No, he wanted somebody to be the whippee. ke

Q He wanted to horsewhip the colleagues who put out the story about
his house in New York being rented tﬁ the Nazis.

THE PRESIDENT: I have not heard a peep about it, one way or the other.
(There was a slight pause.) |

Can't you think of anything else?

Q Could you amplify -- would it be possible to amplify at all on your
statement on being more specific on this further aid to Britain,
that there might be something --

(interposing)

THE PRESIDENT:/ No, that has got to come from other people; in other
words, any suggestions. So far we are just talking glittering
generalities that don't mean one darmmed thing.

Q May we 'taka it for granted that serious consideration has been

. given? -
THE PRESIDENT: No, I do \not think you can write a story. _JLE you

know, we are doing everything we can at the present time. In

other words, if you will show me a way of turning out airplanes

faster than we are doing it now, that is a different thing. You
cannot pass & bill and issue an order and/E;.: plane the na:l:g. day.
Q Mr. President, I see Mr. Benson and Mr. Townsend oiitside?
THE PRESIDENT: They are both there? g
Q Oﬁtnid-. |

THE PRESIDENT: I told them to come up this morning.

/Q Anything you can mention in connection with them?

S

THE PRESIDENT: Thay just wanted to come up and say, "Howdy do," I

guess. I do not think there will be any story.
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Q You sent mo message to the C. I. 0.7
THE PRESIDENT: I do not kmow. Did I, Kannee?

Q (Mr. Kannee) I have not seen any request, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: You had better not say I did not, because I may have.

MR. CORNELL: Thank m, Mr. President. : %
THE PRESIDENT: Have a good time. I think it is good golf weather,

=t

isn't it?

—
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MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have anything; I asked Steve (Mr. Early) and
he said he had nothing.

Q Mr. President, will you tell us about your conference with the War and
Navy defense officials? g

THE PRESIDENT: .Hothing much to tell you about it; we had a good chat -~ no
news.

Q@ Did you hear about thé gettlement of the Vultee strike?

THE PRESIDENT: That was done last night.

Q Done last night? (Laughter)

Q Mr. President, what are the mrospects of a veto on the Walter-Logan Bill?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't read it. It is to go to conferemce, isn't 1t?

e ‘Hal;.ar said he would move to accept the Senate amendment.

THE PRESIDENT: I will have to see it.

Q _Did you discuss the general labor situation with the defense men?

THE PRESIDENT: Only in gemeral -- nothing specific. t

Q Can you give us some comment on your conference with Dr; Prebisch yester-

day on the financial mission?

-y

"THE PRESIDENT: I just said, "How do you do?" That's all.

Q Did he say anything? (Laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: He was awfully glad to see me; and I reciprocated.
Q@ (Mr. Godwin) Mr. President, than' young gentlemen want to know mﬁhﬁ.ng

about lir, Dies, the Vultee strike, Commnists, the unions, sabotege, the

1 defense program, et cetera and so on; may I ask whether you care to say ;

T Ty B i Vo e e e i Vet Lt il



anything about those matters which have besn in the public primts
yesterday and today? Mr. Dies has telegraphed you --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) T saw that. '

Q Is that all, sir? (Laughter) | .

THE FRESIDENT: No, as a matter of fact, I am probably gning.ta have a talk
with Martin Dies as soon as he gets back here, and of course there will
be a conversation -- a round table -- with Justice and State to try to
iron out certain things in regard to procedural matters, it being, of
course, perfectly clear that the House Committee has every right in the
world to make any kind of investigation, but that the House Committee
cannot conduct the administrative functions of government under the
Constitution. Somewhere in there lies a lins of demarcation where co-
operation is undoubtedly needed. I think we will get it, all right.

Q@ May I ask you another question, sir? |

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q@ Are you satisfied with the reports that the F.B.I, has made -~ satisfied
with their work?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes. You see, there is one thing I have got to say that
is off the record, just for guidance, you might say; there is an awful
lot of stuff, I think -- an awful lot of stuff that comes in from time
to time about Communist activities or the belief that certain indivi-
duals might sabotage something that the Government is doing, information
which 18 not sufficient in a court of law to warrant a conviction, but
where there is a danger. There is always a very, very close line where
you have people who are suspected, as to what you can do abaut it,

whether you should k&ap them on under surveillance or discharge thnm-?ight

away -- those being cases where you can't get a conviction under existing

lﬁ'-




~ Every case has to be determined on its merits. Let me give you

an illustration: It was suggeste not by the Dies Committee but
by some entirely outside source -- in talking this whole subject over,
Just what is a Communist? Well, there are probably same people in this
room that have signed Communist nominating petitions -- I should not
be a bit surprised. Does that make you a Communist?

l All right, suppose Mr. Bill Jones, in the back of thé room, is
caught having signed a Communist nominating petition. We have him up
on the carpet. We say, "You are a Communist." He says, "Not a bit, but

it is my belief that under the law they have a right to their place on

the ballot; therefore, in furtherance of my belief in free elections, I

I signed to bave him put on the ballot."

You can't convict a man for Communism, for having done a thing of
that kind. Every case has to be determined on its merits. And it is
perfectly absurd to say that there are 300,000 dangerous people in this
country. I daresay some would give me thelr names .a.nd glve me the facts
on which I have got to separate them from Government service or de-
fense industries.

No, it ja a qugstion of orderly administration. I will give you
another example: There have been a number of cases, as you know, where
people are not only suspected. r;f Bubversive activities but probably we
have got an open-and-shut case on them. All right. Now, it may be
advisable not to arrest them but to leave them rigl.;t there because by
watching them we may get inft;mation from mtchiné them as to connec-
tions with” other people. It is a matter for discussion; it is a matter

for law-enforcing agents of the Government. Of course if we try all



these cases out loud, we automatically do a great deal of hamm to

proper law enforcement. In some cases it is a good thing to try out

loud, but not in all. B
Q‘ Mr, President, is there any law or interpretation of law whereby you can

keep Communists out of defense 1ndnl‘hrries? l
THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes.
Q Is there such a law? ‘
THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes, on the grounds that their retention in the Navy

yard or arsenal mig,'ht be dangerous. ‘
Q I am talking about those having Government contracts.
'IﬁE PHESIDEH‘I‘ There is no law on that bmt you carry it into effect by

another process, Take a case: What is a nearby plant? -- that Martin

factory in Baltimore that we looked at, you k::.:ow. Suppose the Govern-

ment Inspector for the Army and Navy ple;nas should pick ocmt four or

five people, whether they are Communists or not, whom he suspected very

seriously of something subversive, some kind of a plot, and had a pretty

good case; he could go to .Glenn Martin and say, "Now, listen; you ought

not to keep those fellows -- you ought not to keep them any longer, be-

cause I.am the Government Inspector and it is my job to see that this

contract is cgrriaﬂ through withoﬁt an explosion." Glenn Martin does

his inspecting, and if he chaéka up with our .iﬁapectio;, the fellows

are discharged.

Q But suppose he is merely a member of the Communist Party and they have no

case on him? Y

P 1y

-

THE PRESIDENT: It would depend on the individual case. He might be a per-
fectly innocent little fellow that you would never suspect of hurting a fly.

Q Mr. President, I should think probably the main thing in all this controversy




and discussion is keeping the factories open.

| THE PRESIDENT: That is right -- open and undemaged.

Q Mr., President, were all of these remarks off the record? j

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, all are off the record. I think, frankly, it is not a
thing that is very much in controversy; I can't see that there is very
much controversy about this problem.

Q Mr. President, may I repeat one question that I asked last week?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q TYou say the objective is to keep the factories open and undameged. There
has been talk on the Hill the last three or four days about the need
of some additional legislation, same law to prevent strikes in defense
industries. Can you say whether as a result of your subsequent dis-
cussions there is need of new machinery?

THE PRESIDENT: It is under daily study at the present time. As of today, I
should say we are asking Congress for no additional legislation -- as of
today.

Q Sir, the remark you made about Igaapmg factories open and unﬁamaged -= is
that off the record?

THE FRESIDENT: You can use that.

Q Mr. President, did the British Ambassador present any specific requests
for additional help? ' .

- THE PRESIDENT: I am sorry, I will have to disappoint quite a number of papers;
nothing was mentioned in that regard at all, not one single thing -:
ahiﬁa or sealing wax or anything else. (Laughter)

Q@ Mr., President, as I understand it,'wa may use what you said about getting
Mr. .Diea around the table?

'THE PRESIDENT: You cen use that; in fact, I hope Mr, Dies will come up here




nltunplw. I don't kmow. :

Q Any decision on where --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No decision when or where.

Q You aaid_xaut:lu and State Department would come in around the table.

THE PRESIDENT': Yes.

Q Does that mean the activities of consular agents might be discussed?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. |

Q Could you answer one more question about aviation? As you undoubtedly
noticed, there has been talk about minimizing production =-- if not
stopping mroduction -- of commercial aircraft. Some of the companies

think that would be contrary to public interest, that it would prevent
I

the normal development if all emphasis were given to military production.

THE PRESIDENT: I think a very, very fair answer to that is this: We want
to keep commercial aviation going on its present basis; in other words,
as far as we can tell, the construction of new commercial ships should
proceed at the -- what shall I say? =-- 1940 level; but as between in~-
creasing production of commercial ships over that amount and thereby
teking that away from the military progrem, the military progrem ought
to come first; I don't wan;; to hlave to put on priorities. I think it
is a matter that the producers of these big emﬂér&ial ships will see
that we do not need to have to put on priorities, and that they ought
to go along as they are going, an_;d turn all increased facilities over
to the military :|:ueuerr:1ﬂi of the country.

Q@ Thank you.

=%

THE PRESIDENT: That does not mean cutting down at all; it means that they

must oot increass.
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THE PRESIDENT: Oh, jist said, "How do you do?" And we enalyzed the oleo-
tion with a good deal of joy. (Laughter)

Q Mr. President, who are you going to send fu Puerto Rico to replace
Governor Leahy?

THEfFH!BIDEﬂr: I don't kmow yet; probably won't know until next week.

Q@ Have you anybody in mind for London yet?

THE FRESIDENT: No.

Q Can you say when you will see Mr. Carmody on the publiec roads defense
plcture? I understand he has prepared something.

THE PRESIDENT: i:I: haven't seen it. I can give you a étary on that now which
might as well seep in. It will save me some trouble if it seeps into
8 lot of Congressmen and Senators between now and January -- save a lot
of time down here. The general poliey in this coming Budget is going
to be to cut down to the bone on mn-military public works, because we
believe that in the course of the spring and summer the defense program
is going to use the very greatest number of people who are cut of work
and who want wurﬁ and are able to work; in other words, cuttiné down
on the total namﬂer of employable needy unemployed. Also fram the finan-
cial point of view they are spending an awful }nt of money and we uught
to cnneantrata as much of that as possible on defense rather than on
non-military public works.

Now, on those public works, if you think of them as individual
projects == an individual road or bridge or this, that or the other
thing, we are going to spend & very small amount of money on perfect-
ing the project from tha-plhnning point of view; in other words, have a

Jacket -- a folder -~ for these Projects that everybody has approved,




including the Congress, in such shape -- all the prelimimary engimeer-
1&@ work done -~ in such shape thlt we can jut it up on a shelf; when
this great employment on dafanu'cmn to an end -- as we hope it will
some day -- as fast as people are thrown out of work in munitions fac-
tories, we will be able to take pro jects that are all engineered, all
ready to shoot, off the shelf and put the people who have been working

on defense things back on useful pabliec works which have been deferred,
thereby taking up the slack and preventing a serious depression. |

That is going to be the general policy and that means that we are
going to put in for just as little highway money as we possibly can --
only encugh actually to carry out the obligations that were incurred by
this previous Congress and the Congress of last year., This year's and
‘last year's Congress cut down on new rivers and harbors work that are
not connecfed with defenss.

Now, of course you do have to remember this, that if the Congressmen
from a __pnrticnn of-Chesapeake Bay wanted such and such a creek deepened
from four feet to six feet, so that the oyster boats could get in and

¢out more handily, we probably would have all kinds of briefs up here to
prove that it was a matter vital to national defense; and almost_ every-
thing in the way of public works they try to tie in with national de-

fense. Nn_w, I am trying to lay down a very strict rule that natiunal de~

fense means actually national defense, :primarily munitions, ;.nd not
things like highways,

Q@ And oysters?

THE PRESIDENT: And oysters. Y

Q Mr. President, would that call for modification of the policy that you

stated about a year ago of not putting more public works on the shelf -

until some were taken off?
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THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I am going to just £ill up that shelf, with nothing being

taken off of it at the present time; for .tnltlnﬂ. I expect t'n save
money on the thing you are interested in, Pete (Mr. Brandt), -- the pur-
chage of public lands, park lands and forest lands, things of that kind.
This is not the time to spend money on that kind of projects -- parks,
roads, national forest trails, highways -- except for fire prevention;
that is a different thing.

Q Ihtllt I had in mind was that there would be nothing in this policy to
prevent authorizations by Congress for future =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Oh, no -- no objection at all.

Q@ It sounds like the P.W.A. is on the way out, or at least very much
| diminished. i

THE PRESIDENT: Yes and no; we are increasing the percentage of defense work
that is being done by W.P.A., on the actual numbers; and of course nobody
has ever been willing %o admit this: We bhave, let us say, a million,
nine hundred thousand people on W.P.A.; why hasn't it gone down? You
can't get certain editors to admit any such a problem exists. They very

j

carefully overlook it., The raasonl is that :.n:;u have got three-fourths
of a million people who are on the waiting list -- maybe a million who
are on the waiting list of W.P';J;L- In other words, we have got to absorbd
gradually as many people as we can out of :_;hn 1,900,000, and also as
m;ny as possible of the 750,000 who.are on the waiting list. It is not
telling the truth if you refer to one side of that without referring to

the waiting list too.

Q I have seen some figures about one-half of W.P.A. workers on national de-

fense; do I understand it is your idea to increase that on W.P.A.?
. ~

THE PRESIDENT: This is a thing I would not have you say =-- it is for illustra-
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tion: Suppose we have two and three-fourths million people on W.P.A. .

e ¥ - gt

or waiting for it; and suppose we reduce that in the course of the win-
ter and spring until you have only a million ﬁnd a half all told; out ur_
that million and a half, instead of having three or four hundred thousand
that are now working on defense things, we might have six or seven
hundred thousand working on defense projects -- an increased percentage.

@ Mr, President, does the ban on the highways include the ao-c&lle;i defense
_highway proposition, like the parﬁing shoulders?

THE PRESIDENT: Parking shoulders?

@ Yes, widening out on the edge, supposedly to let the civilians park as the
military goes by. (Laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: You don't mean necking places? (Prolonged laughter) .

MR. GODWIN: Time to go, I think! (More laughter)
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