
... 830 

cc:atl l IUL Pft•• Coatereue #098, 
~outiTe Ottioea ot the White Houae, 
BOY•'ber 29, 1940 - 10o40 .l.ll. 

IIR. DOBAim<ti: All here\ 

mx PR!SIDH': I don't think there h any nen. I am baTing Senator 

Harrison, Senator George, Cbail'lllan Daughton aDd Mr. Cooper, the ,. 

Secretary ot the Treasury, and I don't know cether . :-.- (the Presi­

dent paused} 

KR. EARLY: Sullivan, I thi.Dk. 

THE PRESIDENI': And tbe Director of the Budget -- just to talk; it will 
'· 

be exploratory, no decisions . I think that's about-all there ia. 

Q Kr. President, have you _heard any talk about the possibility ot ~sales' 

tax to finance the additional cost of government? 
. 

'mE PRESIDENT: No. . .. 
• 

OJ 

. 
Q Would you look with favor upon such a proposal? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: No . 

Q "You would not, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 
J 

MR. GOIMIN: Is that (ret'erring to the stat~& on a table in the earner) the 

Hatch Act? (lAughter) I ..,. 

THE PRESIDENT: It is. a great question ot ·who it looks like most. 

' 
Q Wendell Willkie? (More laughter} 

·-
THE PRESIDENl': Several people haTe said they thought t hey looked like it. 

-· 
It's good. 

Q Is' it your "loyal opposition,• Mr. President? 

THE PRESID.!N'l': . No; it says , "I am Democrat • " (Laughter} 

Q Who said ·.that? 

• 
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'· . 
it waa QOI..-'"DJ' a Kenoan artlat 111. lall . .Ailtolllo, u4 1t la hia ocaoepUo11. 

ot what a "toiptlllg Olriall Demoo~•· l'ooka llkel (X.11ghter) 

Q. I ••• a picture ot Steve (llr. Barl7) OQ!Ii»g out ot tbe station, Mr. 

Presidentl (Prolonged laughter) 

MR. EARLY: "!Dee action." (:More laughter) 

Q. l4r. President, have you seen the Philippine amendment yet, sir? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: I don't think so; I think that is being given a ·recommenda-

tion. 

~ 
. . 7] :0 I V"'S IO"r'l 1 

the Public Utilities ommission. Q Mr. Pr&sident, there is a vacancy on 

THE PRESIDENT: I will look it up. " 

Q. :Mr. President, the Census Bureau was going to send you some figures on 

reapportionment. 

'mE PRESID.Em': ' S'j;eve (Mr. Early) says that's not ready; about :Uonday. 
~ . ~ 

Q. Does this exploratory meeting deal mainly with taxes, or expenditures? 

THE PRESIDEm': Both. 

' Q. Can y:ou tell us anything about your trip, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDEN:I': Not yet ; I don't know. 
• 

I hope to get otf next week; and it's ' 

' . 
perf~ctly vagUe where I go. You can.~ay that if I should have to go m<?re 

~ 

than twelve houra by rail I will have something available by air that 
•' .. - . 

. would get me 'Qack here in abQut twelve hours. 
' 

. ' . 

Q. You mean to sa~you would fly back? 
• 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q. That's a storyl 

'IRE PRESIDmT: That's a real story -- but only in case of anergeney • 
.... 

YR. GODifiN: There has been· a suspic'ion, tradition, Olt rule that the Secret 

Service would not pem.it you to ny. 



•• 

'!Ill JIR!81[ I: I doD't thlak ao; tbef llan Aid 1t '1101114 H fti'J 41tt1ftlt 1 

tbat I woal.4 lan to ban a 111lole amada of plaua to take t._ aloac. 

Q. Did rou han to sell this idea to the Secret Senioe? 

THB PRISIDINT: I hann't nen told 'em\ (laughter) 

Q. '1'ha t ru1 na .2!!. 1 dea • 

Q. Who is the real boss here, Kr. Pres1deut? 

THE PRESIDENr: I don't know; I think it is one of those things that could 

be amicabl7 worked out , w1 thout laying down a rule. 

Q. Mr. President, Representative Smith of Virginia bas put in a bill provid-

ing tor life imprisoument for sabotage of industries ; would you care to 

camment ·on that? 

THE PRESIDENI': I don't believe I could . Only lite imprisonment? (laughter) · 

Q. Nominations for the Transportat ion Board comi.ng along soon, sir? 

THE ~ID!Nl': Steve (Mr . Early), I asked somebody to give me same recan-
--........ ' 

mendations . .. 
MR. EARLY: Not in yet. 

• .I 
THE PRESIDmr: I have asked tor recommendations and haven't bad a reply. ·-
Q. Is t here anythin~ n.ew you can tell us about European relief? 

THE PRESIDl!Nl' : Still bei-ng studied. -· 
Q. Would you say lma.t your mileage was it you have the plane auiliary? 

THE ·PRESIDENI': You Will have to figure 1t ·out; it depends on the speed of 
· u • 

the plane. •• 

Q. Would it cove~ the $ole continental Unibd stat-.s? 

nm PRES!~: ~t? • 
1 

Q. Would it cover the wh9le continental united States? 
" 

THE PRBSID!NT: I suppose, conceivably, it might. 

. ... 
li' 



... 

\._ " 

Q Who na ~he laa~ U• you ftre up in ~be air, lfr. P.reai4enU (Laup~ar) 

'!HI PJmSmllft':· Bot since Chicago, '32. 

Q llr. President -

'lEll: PRBSIDJm:. ,(interposing) I we.s up a lot iD the earl7 days -- the war daJ'•• 

Q Can you ~ell. us about your conference with Dr. Amand Hemmer on the nanl. 

datense bases? 

'lEX PR!SIDl!Nl': Never talked about it. 

Q He rather gan the impression that you had talked about it. 

'lEI: ~ID!NT: No, be gave me a long book here which I have :aot had a cbaDoe 

to look at yet. If you are really interested, you may look at it. It 

has (picking up the book) 28,636,940 ~we clippings. 

Q All for Willkie? (Laughter) 

'!BE PRESIDEtll': What? .. .. 
. (The quest:l:on was repeated.) 

THE PRESIDEm': No; no, but these news clippings are o~ a bill proposing 

settlement- of World War debts. I tho~t it was political, but rit ~an't, 
' ... 

for_,it says, "Leasing ,of Pacific Bases and Granting Cre~ts to Great 

Britain," and the~ eacth paper tbat- bas favored it,. editorially;, with the--
' .. ; , ... • c-

OirCulatiOD of the paper atter it; aDd there are 28,000,000 or. those; 

and -- 0, yes, editor-ials favorable for buying th& earth, 5,577,;80; -
unfavorable, 456,8,32. It is a nrr interesting compilation -- whi~h I.. 

I 
haven·'t had tiM to soan. (IAughter) 

Q We underst&Dd you still ba~~ a rule ot twelve hours tram Washington -­

eit~er plane or wbatever it is? 

• 

' ' 

• • 



, , t Ia · I !lid' I J1alat • 

Uou OD thlll 'baH ill 'l'r1D1dad. 

Q lheD do JOU aee Chairman Diea? 

THE PRISID:ml': 'l'welTe o'clock, I \h1Dk. 

WR. XARLY: Noon. 

Q Will i\ be a long conference? •. 

'1m!: PRESIIII:Nr: I haTen't \be faintest idea. 

-Q. Do you ban anybody elae with Mr. Dies? 

'mE PR!SID!m': No. 

Q Yesterday Kr. Secretary Ickes said, when questioned regarding a letter ot 

reaigDation, "It there is any news on that, it will baTe to COJU t1'CB 

the White House." Can you tell us anything tLbout it, sir? 

'IRE PRESIDENI': I think not • 
...; .. 

Q Ia \here any .canment on your conference w1 th tbe members ot the Defense 

Commission ;yesterday atternoon? 
·· 1 r . 

'IRE PRES+DENr: No, we talked about a good many things. The aluminum story 

•• ginn out, I thinlc, by Stettin.ius. 

MR. &\RLY: Yes. 
.. ~-

. .. 
THE PRESIDINI': The question ot building up certain machi.Jle tool bottlenecks 

... 
wea taken up and ret erred to Mr. Xiludsen! especially in regard to the 

speeding up of the time tor building destroyers. . . 
Q. ADJthing new on prioritiea? 

'mB PRISIDENT: No . ' 
... 

Q ~· President, dQ. you anticipate that \here will be any neoeaai\y now, on 

the 'basis of what ·JOU aaid at \be lut Preas CoDterezace, about PlUiD& 
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·• Q. C~roial airplanes. 

THE PRISIDBHr: I don't belieTe so. 

Q. Last ni-t there •s a stol')" that cae out tl'OIIl the Natioll&l. Detenae ill 

connection with the Priorities Board in which it ... ind1cate4 they 

would make aaae statement today about making this speed-up without 

priorities. I imagine that came tram here; do you know anything about 

that? 

THE PRESIDENI': They said the:y were Tel')" glad tor what .~ said about worlcing 

this out without any to mal order. I am inclined to think it will be 

worked out w1 thout an:y 1'omal order . 

Q. Will the speeding up ot the delivery of destro:yers have anything to do 

with the deliver:y to England of more destroye~s? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, this relates to a long list ot new destroyers which were 

contracted for -~ allocated to be delivered last August, I think, or 

September; and the date of completion of those destroyers is much t oo 

far ott: In other words, the:y will wait their turn to be begun. 
_,. 

Q. Mr. ~sident, s ame tim.lf ago we asked a question which :you an81iered ·1'avor-
' . 

abl:y, in t~ atf1r.mat1ve, if :you we~~ satisfied-with progress being-made - ~ .. 
l -· t,. • 

on the defense. program,; ma:y we ask that question again' now? -- ar~_you • 
. - . ' - ~ 

satisfied with the progress being made. on the defense prog1'am? 
. 

THE PRESIDENT; No and yes; 11' :you begin to specif:y and ask me .,sane particula'r. . . 
item out o1' a great many hundreds ot item~ I would probably sa~ no on 

that one item. 

Q ~nerall:y • you are satisfied with the progress of the program? 

'lHE PRESIDENI': Yes. . "' 
,. 



up the CODAl"UOUOil of our OWD DIW Ol'W.eera Ud battl.eabi:p~~. 

'1EB PR!SIDINI': No, Stettiniua says tbe 81'110r plate 1a iD iD.t1Dihl7 bettor 

shape -- iD tact, J'OU might put it as ahead of aohodule. It 1a bettor 

tbaD 3 months ago 11'8 thought it would be at this tiu. I thiDk 

StetUniua can g1Te J'OU some figures. 

Q. On this trip llf:rl week, is it possible J'OU might see Mr. Camacho? 

'l'BE PRESIDBNr : No • 

Q. When will you get this re port? 

THE PRESID!Nl': I don't kllow. 

Q. The officials of Greece have renewed the plea, I understud, for aid fl'OIII 

this country, and Under Secretary Welles has already said it would be 

given ay.mpathetic consideration. Can J'OU tell us whether you think it 

possible to extend any material aid to Gree~e, under the p~esent cir­

CUIII8tances? 

THE PREsiDENT: You will han to ask Mr .. ·. Welles about that. 

:MR. GODWIN: . Thank: you, sirt 

• •• 

. . 

. . .. 

,. 

, 
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oomDII!'UL \ 
Preu Oollfe:renoe #699, 
Rel4 Oil Board th•·Presidellt '• 'l'raill, 
~uta Waahillgtoll, D. O., to Jliami, nor14a, 
Deo•ber 3, 1940, l2 •· . 

Q Good morning, Mr. President. . '· 

Tim PRESmXNT: How are you? 

Q Well. 

'lHE PRESIDEN!': How are your seagoing legs, and how are you? (To newspaper- _ 

woman): If y.ou were in sailor clothes I :might take you along. Sit 

down over here. 

Q. Couldn't you tell us where you are going? 

THE PRESIDENT: I wish I ·knew. Well, I'll tell you. The last time we started 

I told you about some phoney islands that weren't on the map. This time 

I won't deceive you at all. We are going to Christmas Island to buy 

Christmas ca,rds then we are going on to Easter Island to buy Easter eggs. 

Q Are you going to arrive· th~re on Christmas Day? ·-
'mE PRESIDENr: We have to get thEtre before then to get the cards ott. 

Q Do you think you might stop in to look at any bases? 
-' 

·-

THE PRESIDEN!': I haven't t ·be faintest idea. -"' Obviously I have a ganeral ·idea, ·· 

' but I 8111 not going to even tell you that, not.-...even a geb.eral idea. I 
. ~ -- . 
- ' • 

don't believe the~ -ia any other news and I wish we could have .arranged it -· ~~ . . . ~ 
0. • t" -

80 tba~ out.side otwtbe ~e· Wuak:eteers the rest could bave gone along 

to jus~ity expenses at Mia:mi. I honestly tried to work it and coul.dfl't. 

Q Mr. Pre'sidezxt-, it you ,._are going to pu.t in at one specific island we might 

be able .to -tly down there. 
< 

'IKE PRESIDENI': That always raminds me .:. it really wasn't a tri!)k on rrry part. 

It concerns Herbert Bayard Swope, who at that time was really one ot tbl 
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top - ca the ol4 "Worl4• • 4ur1DC tU • 'I' ot '19 - u4 w taft• 

hllrworke4 up the liC boat tlipt to Bllrope. It •• to be the t1rft 
• 

" oonUnuou :repl.ar fiisht ot plaJ:les aoro.s tbe ooean. We t1tte4 o\R 

three of the at New York. There were an awtul lot ot stories - eTery-

'bocJ7 Wl"'te it up - big persoDDel • . We sent a ahip to !iewtoundlenil to 

tuel thea up &D:d another to the Azores to tuel them up. About two &l7s · · 

be tore they were to push ott I recei nd a telegram t.roJB Herbert Bayard 

saying, "Do yw really thiDk these ships will get through and is 1t 

important enough tor me to go ~· to Lisbon to cover it?" I 'thousbt 

it was a big story, wired back and said, "Thi~ it ot utmost impo~anee. ,.. 
Strongly recommend you go to Lisbon and be there by Thursday," because 

it was always possible they would have got to Newfoundland, retueled, 

refueled at the Azores the next d~y and got to Lisbon the next. Herbert 

Bayard packed up and went down to Lisbon. The weather was bad and it •a 
• 

a drear.y place. He gets down there 8.lld the three boats, due to stress 

of weather, were )leld u~ in New York, expecting to go the next day, 'then - . . 
the next and the, next day. They were · there 'tor, 5 day~J. At 'last they 

. 
hop:Ped and got as far as Newtoundl,and; where the tog shuts in and they . . . 
were read;y to hop the next day. Herbert Bayard cabled me, "When are .. .. 

. _; 

t)le.:r. leaving?" They ~re 5 \lays . in Ne~oundlahd, then hopped ott and 
- · . ~ - ' J 

- ' "" _,\.'J 

only one of· the.!!! got sat-ely to the Azores. · ·The other two were in the 

ocean. The plane at the Azores- busted· an aileron and took two tull ••lea 
tc)"'get to Lisbon, and every· day Herbert Bayard wwld sit on the end ot the 

' pier. He never forgave me. 

Q We would just as soon do the same thing here in 181118.ioa • ..• 
THE PRESIDE!fi': · Yea? -• · 

Q Do you think you would be interested. in looking 1n on the .A.tlu'Uo ~trol ~ 
Squadron's maneuTere? .. 

,.. . 
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Bl W~z !ban a1Jlt 110 .-ll ~Jd.q. 

I 
~ na~ are ~u,t 

'1!11 PRISIDIMl': '1"he Pa~rol Squa4ron h out on petrol. 

Q. He UIIDs tile AtlallUo Squa4ron. 

THJ: PRESmmr: ~,. are out on dll ty. 

Q. tl'here are ,c.e aaneunrs ot scm. sort. Secretary xnox ia going dolm. 

THB PRISIDINl': They are hartng · the uaual 'll'illter landing ~ties on Culebra 
I 

Island - mostly Marines. They ban at the _.. tillle, I think, the at-

tack in the middle ot the night, and defense in the middle ot the night. 

It is primarily a landing party. It isn't the Patrol Squadron - they are 

out working. 

Q. Can you tell us, Kr. President , when you are coming back and mere? 

'DIE PRES!Dl!Nr: I haven't got the faintest idea - I really haven't. We have 

talked about four different :ports, all the way tram Texas to Norfolk. 

Q. Where is the fishing good at this tillle ot the year? 

THE""PRESIDENT: There won't be much fishing. That fishing stuff is the bunk, 

as we know. 

Q. Can't you give us any hint where ...e might waste a week or ten d:ays? 

THI PRESIDENT: - Hialeah isn't open yet, is it? 

• .Q. Is the dog going aboard? 
0 

THE PRESI :q!!:NT: Yes, and he is very good -too. We had him on the POl'OKAC the , 

other day and he was ju~ as good as gold. The chief trouble was to keep 
, .. 

the crew trom feeding him. 

Q. You han the same trouble 'lfith Pa Watson, don't you? (IAuf#lter) 

'1'HB PRES! DINT: Yes, 'tee~ 

1 

r ' 
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OCID'IDIIIl'UL ~ 
Pl'eu OODtereDOe 1'/00 
On Board u.s .s. 'l'OSCALOOSA., 
Kl.euthen lalaDd, B.W.I., 
December 13, 1940. 

(The President, H.R.H., The ~e ot Windsor, Keasra. Cornell, Re;ynol4a 

and Durno were present.) 

(Preas representatives were introduced to H.R.H.) 

• 
HRHl You have been with the President same years? Do you like these trips? 

Q Yes, very much . Your Highness, I a1ppose since you became Govem~ ot the 

Bah8JIIas you have given some thougb:t to the question ot mutual defense ot 

the islands? 

HRH: We have not .organized any defense. There are no British defenses here. 

In what way do you mean? 
I 

• 
Q Mutual defense • 

• 
HRH: Surely. You know about how you would use your bases here in connection 

' 
with our problem at the present time. Whatever the President wants we 

will give him the best we have. 

Q no -the people under your jurisdiction look w~th favor on the establishment 

of these bases? 

· ~ ·- . 
HRH: Oh yes, of course. The only way you can develop these hlands is .to , 

J •• - .. 

have ~eparate developments. The Qovernment cannot do much d!Veloping 

. . 

' 

on its own because ~he7 ~haven't got th~ funds . We welccme any endeavor -

the people who will come and spend moner, train _and teach the natives 
. ·• 

in agriculture or anything that is suitable for them. We have tour 

. 
thousand islands of different sizes and about 60 of them are here. 

Q When are you p_lanning to ·return to the States, at a la~er time? 

HRH: I talked to the President - one ·or tba things that I hope we shall be 



able to adapt ill a ••11 ~ here 1• a OCO, beoaue w have a hlltl)-

taken care of by priTate enterprise. ('l'he Duke then D&Md a DUIIlber of 

I 
large scale employers) • Suppose that o1rcwutanoea Could prevent 

them froa oonunuins, nll, th8n n should have quite a bad problea. I 

would like to build up an orgaDization that could be quite easily en-

larged. I asked the President 1t later on, perhaps in the new year 

same time, he would give lll8 a letter of introduction to the authorities 

, who run the CCC, especially tbe one for colored people. I hope to come 

over l ater on after taking it up with my Executive Council. I hope to 

cOllle a nd study later on. The President said he would be very glad to 

have me. We would have segregated CCC camps - t.be white people won't 

affect it in any way. It is the unskilled colored people that are tbe -
problem in our islands - they don't know how to feed and get .pellagra. 

It wil l teach them to eat and advance skilled trades. They are a little 

shy of anything new.· The President said he knows 'th ese islands very well 

' 
(much better than I do) and he thought it w6uld be possible to do sane-

t h ing . 

Q. Is this your first meeting, Your Highness? .. --
KRH: No!- We met 1D 1919 when he was Under Secretary of the Navy with Secre-

- ~ 

tary Daniels. We had oi.n- pictures taken at Annapolis when I was inspect-

ing the Regiment of Widship!len. 

THE PRESIDlml': (To Press) Are you all fixed up? I gave you a clean bill of 

health and told H.R.H. I would censor anything you wrote. · 

I went out this morning and caught a little yellow fish that long 

(indicating) • 

HRH: 1ust trolling. 

•• 
. ' 

.. 

-
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Bopnu oa~ a tillh nat I thiDk 1• tM Noor4 t1& ot the trip. 

(B.R.~., 'l'be Duke ot '111l480r, lett tl» 8b1p) 

Q. llr. President, atter your tour heN ot the tour baaea, I thillk t!ae CCIQDtr, 

-would be Ter'f iDtereated iD haTing any report or reacUoD tlat you aisbt 

have atter your en•1natioD. 

'!HE PRESIDENI': I wtUlt really to go don to the ' cabin and show you the chan. 

(Durno produced a cbart - conference cantiDuee on deck.) 

Ncnr nuaber one is a movie I saw the other night. You can't uae this -

it is March of Tillie. It illustrates. The whole amphasis of March ot , 

Time was 011 the defense of the Panama Canal, which is, ot course, a verr 

simple thing to say, because it over-simplifies the entire problem. 

Actually the Panama Canal is only one point, the other pointe having to 

be equally guarded. The coast of the United states - it is juat as important 

as the Panama Canal. 

Q. The Gulf and East Coasts?· -
. 

THE PRESIDllNl': Yes , and Central .America as a whole a.nd South Ameri!'a. 

Q. Are you saying this tor publication then? .- - . -'mE PRESIDENT: ;No, I am gi Ting· 11 t • to you tor ba~k:ground. Now ·thi~ing in 
• 

terms o_f this map, clep up t o Newfoundland;· 1t,_!s obvious that the turthar 

you c~ keep a potential attack against the .American continen~ tr<& tl» 
~--

-continent, or a base near the cont 1nant, keep it away from there, ( indicat­

ing on map), the safer 1 t is for · the continent . That means thll t we want 
•• 

1 to be as far out aa we can, as tar away. Newfoundland 1s as tar away aa 

we can get in t be north. Bermuda is as tar away as we can get ott the 

coast. The Bahamas are away in. There is nothiDg iJl· the way ot an island 

betwee_n Bermuda and Puerto Rico, so we shall do the next b11at thing, 
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1da1oll 1a ... plaoe 1A 'tM Bt)s a, u4 alftJ'a r ·Mr1Ja8 nat lt 1a 

:part ot 'the plan w keep ~hinp •• tar HilT trc:a the oall't1Aa't •• we oaD. 

Then there 1a acaethlng in the Bah••a, as a base there baa aDOther ob-

jeot, which 1a. to act as one ot 'the stepping atones tor t.tw aalnteua.noe, 

in case ot attack, or the southem end ot the outer llu. In other words, 

the WiDdward and Leeward Islands. Then the other thing tor background 

too, that I would emphasize, tor there is no such thing as a Gibraltar. 

Impossible. You have ~t to have a great many places to act as bases .. 
' because naval war in these waters is so much more motive than it 1s in 

any place like a narrow strait like Gibraltar itself . Even it- the islaDd 

ot Puerto Rico were to;-titied all the way around and you had a million 

people in it, all that an attack force would have t o do would be to pass 

by on one side or the other. 

As you know I have been in Newf'oundland and know that geography, and 

I did not· gp to Trinidad because· I know Trinidad very well, but I did want 

to see St . ~ucia and Antigua because I had never been close inshore around 

there, but only at a distance. As you look at distances in this- plan of 

stepping stones , a stepping stone to any one ot them' has to be good for 

three things. ··The first is ses::planes~ the second is lllll;d plane~ .. and the .. 
-· third is ships. Because any one ot these bases for land planes ~.er sea-

planes has got to be maintained and supplied by ' the shilfaethod. Take 

the islands that we have seen - J'amaica is taken in turn - ·it merely 

misbt be called on the inside ot the outer line, not in the outer line, . 

and it is a stepping stone to the c~. Cent~l ~rioa and Colombia, 

. . . -

and planes or patrol .ships based there are nearer to the Western Caribbean 

-
than. fran Guantanamo Bay. But it is not part ot the outer line. bcellent 

harbor - it would need some dredging - but could be made submarin. proof. 

J .. 
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Ill other words, larp lfaV llll1pa oould lie ill there 'bebtJid ut• u4 'be 

• Q. Along tbe shore. 

'l'Bll: PRESIDXN!': Yes, no ditt1cul ties there. st • Lucia - a good lee, a goo4 

ancho:ra~ tor llllllller ships and apparently in every •Y satisfactory tor 
• 

land end seaplanes. Antigua - very good for land &;nd aeapla:Des, DOt so 
·' .. ~ 

good tor ships. The proposed base at Mayaguana Island is by no means satis-

factory because, as you know, we couldn't anchor there. There is no lee 

with an anchorage. You are either in a thousand tathCIIlS or water or on the 

beach. I see no ·reason why you shouldn't say that and also say that we 

haTe looked at three other places - long Island, whare we were yesterday; 

and -Lit~le San Salvador, which is just around the point frcm here; and 

this i Bland or Eleuthera, and we still ha:ven 't t"ound a satisfactory place, 

and will probably, on the Bahama Base, have ~o take the best we can find, 

and it won't be very good, but it is a near stepping stone. 

Q. Is there anything at Nassau, Mr. President? 
• 

TEE PRESIDENr: No, you are too close to Miami. -'\! •• 

~ 

Q About 70 miles? 
,.. ... 

THE PRESIDENT: (Indicating) There is Miami and there is Nassau. The ideal 

place is 16ayaguana. Long Islam· is good because there is Puerto Rico, 

and long Is1ahd to Miami 1-s about .the flgb.t d1B'tanc~ . 
.:;-

Q. Mr. President, I take it' tha~ Mayaguan.a I8l&nd is oot at all settled. on? 
··~ 

THE PRESIDENT: No, it isn't. Merely held up, and we will hold it in abeyance 
~· . • I 

until w can get batllc and look at some more places. 

Q. HoW do they word the spelling or that name .- "14-a-y-a" or "14-a-r-1"? 

'mE PRESID!M': I always knew it as llarigwlna bUt now on the chart·s : it is . . 

Mayaguana, tht;~ lates.t spelling. 
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'lEI PRBSIDlml': Yea. 

Q Did he haTe any euggestiona? . 

'1m PRESIDERI': No, except that we are all tor cooperating in findiDg a place. 

Q He said that all he had to do -.s .to accommodate you as soon as possible. 

THE PRESID:B:Nl': We also talked about the economics of the islaDds eich is a 

problem in all these places. I think it is sate to say that the BriUsh 

and ourselTes are of course jointly interested in the economics and the 

t'uture of the British isla.nds . and the American islands. In other words, 

the eco?y ot one sets into the econany of e very other, and we talked 

that o~ every place we have been. For example, in Jamaica I talked wi~ 

the Governor about sane experiments they are doing on rice planting, be-

cause the population ot Puerto Rico is a great eater ot rtce, and in 

the same way in Antigua we talked to the Governor about the problem of 

fresh milk, becau~;~e it we ba:ve six or seven hundred officers and men in 

a place like Antigua there is an industry right a_way tor- the _island to 

keep cows and give us fresh dairy products tor the American sailors, sol-

diers and marines that will be dovm there . The same thing in St. Lucia. 

Q. The radio ~port!' indicate some disagreament with the Trinidad Goveriiiilent 

on location. -"" ·-.... .. ,. . .;-
THE ffiESI DEN!': 

' . 
I am sure· it -has not been settled. 

-
I think with us there is 

.. 
Q. Are we headed back to Charleston? 

1 

. . 

THE PRFSIDmT: Yes. 

' ' 
Q. May we· say you are going on into warm Springs? 

• - II 

THE :ffiESimNr: Yes, going into Warm Springs ·and g~~ there Sunday morniDg &n\1 
...! 
~ .. ~ I 

stay there until about four o'clock in the afternoon -better say late 
...... 

' 



1'100'- ? 

8nn4q attel"DDOD - u4 pt baok to Waab1118tCil Moadll,- aftenaooa. 

Q I don't suppose • are going into tb8 cit,- at all. Probabl,- West 

Charleatonf 

[HE FRESID!Nl': Dock at the Na"YY Yard. Han you bad a good t illle? 

Q. Yea. 

'!HE PRESIDENI': We have covered an awfUl lot or t erritory but did l ittle 
• 

fi shing. 

Q. What 1a the mileage? 

'mE PRESIDENT: Over .3, 000 . 

Q. We haven't been seasick. 
' 
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THE PR.ESIDENT: Great 1 We bave had a little difficulty but 't hey will live 

• .· 

until tomorrow. 

-. 

·' 

I 

____ .. 

.. 
•II 

.. 
. . 

•• 

I ... 

·~ ' 
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<X1IriDIH1'UL Pre•• Coaterenoe 1701, 
OD Board u.s.a. TOBQAI.OOSA., Obarleeton, s.o., 
Deo•b•r 14, 1940. 

ml PRESIDENT: Hcnr' a the boy, Tea? (To Reynold•) • Get ashore all ri @J1 U 

Q. We cSIIIII over a very narrow gangplank on a fuel oil dock. 
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THE PRF.SIDI!.Nr: Great t I am glad to see you. I bad to do a l1 ttle censoring 

ot despatches but they went through; 

Hello, Anne . How a.re rou? I have missed you. I thou@Jlt you were 

coming aboard onr the bawser • 

Q. I tried to, but I didn 't bave my sailing shoes. 

How' s the dog? 

THE PRESID:I!NT: I will have you know t hat he is a better sailor than Mr. 

Reynolds. He don't fall overboard. 

Q. (Mr. Reynolds) That ' s ancient history. 

Q. Mr. President, would you pet him just once more please? (Referring to 

President's dog) • WouJ,.d you pick him up? 

~ PRESIDENT : He ' s not a lap dog • 
. -... .Let's get t.Q it. I think probably the best thing you can do is to 

• 
talk to the Three Musketeers. They will tell you all they were told 

~1 yesterday, which is a legson in strategy that is contrary to reports you 
• 

will read .. in most papers. Better talk to them. 

Q We will yield .to you, sir, then they won't quote us . 

Q Could you tell us anything about the --

THE PRESIDENT: (Pictures are still being taken) I can' t do two' things at 

the same time , yw will have to wait until this --
' 
Q. Can you t ell us 

T' .••• 

Kart ini g,ue? 

about the report that was made by the Naval Obeernr at 

' .· 
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'ml PRISma'l': 'fbe:re ••' t ay ~~en at all. 

~ llr. PNaideDt, SeCl"etiU'f Korpntbau baa been ~Tillg 14Dt•reDCea with 

Br1 tiah Treasury experts -- t/ \ 
TBX PRESIDEN!': (interposing ) I can't say anythiDg new~ He probably knows 

more a bout it than I do , or cl aim to. That last i s ott the record. 

~ Mr. Pres i dent, have you made up your mind on t he Logan-Walter Bill? 
. 

'!HE PRESIDENT : Pretty well . • I think y our guesses are whol l y correct. I 

t hink the guesse s are pretty accurate. 

~ Is that bill with you now, Mr . Pres i dent ? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I haven ' t gott en it yet • 

. Q When do you have to act on it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Wednesday, I thi nk , i s t he ~st day . Got pl enty of time after 

getti ng home Monday . 

Q Mr. Pres ident, on Ws Bas e s ituation , apparently t hey are not making much 

progress in TriniQ.ad . Ha ve you heard anything about i t ? 

'mE PRESI D.FN!': ' Don' t know anyth ing a bout i t except what I read in t he papers 

and came over . the radio . 

Q Still going to W~rm Springs? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, get t her e i n the mornin~, l eave in the afternoon and get 

t o Wasbi ngton Monday a f t ernoon •late'? •• 
Q. Mr . President , I seem t o be asking a lot of que s t i ons , but there were re-• 

~ A, ~orts that _Mr . Knudse.n said that plane production was running thi rty per , 

cent b'eh ind s chedule and Secretary Stimson. s~id that barracks ·were r unning 

. ' two mont hs beh ind s chedule for the conscrip t s . We wondered i f you were 

going t o . do anything about speeding i t u p . 

THE PRESIDENT: That' s not t he -.y -it came over the radi o . The s hip's news-

paper didn't carry it t hat way . 
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Q. CaD w laTe a couple JaON pictures, alrf 

'l'BJ: PRISmlllrrz Yea. I a T81'7 much pleased w1 th progress being made u 
Cbarleston. New •:rs and additional construction are being planned tor 

) 

in Cbarleston. I ban been worklng tar a number ot years to increaae the 

shipbuilding f&cilitiea ot this Yard. 

Q. Mr. President • you are also going to go through the Yard? 

'""' 'IRE PRESIDENl' : Yes. 

Q. Mr. President • you won't get a cbance to see any more in connection with 

defense progress? 

'mE PRESIDml': I don't think so. I - passed by l!'ort Moultrie this afternoon. 

Fort Moultrie bas 2,800 men in training there. 

Q, Anything about the fortificat i ons along the coast? 

THE PRESIDENT: What kind of fortifications along the coast? 

Q, Road building projects. 

THE PRESIDJ!Nr: That's out of date - Spanish War stuff. 

Q. They are talking about it agai.n. . .~ 

THE PRESIDENT: That's not the way t o d., rend a nation. 

Q. Do yoo feel that the SC!Uth can play any distin£~ive part in. National Defense? 
• 

, 'mE PRESID~: I have a very good answer to t~at. Of these million tour 
·r . hundred thousand people that are going' t o be trained. h'1 many are golng 

to be t:l:'e,,tned in the South'? .'!'hat 1 s a ~ret ty· go.od e.pswer. ..,. _, 
. -· 

.. • l 
~-

I .. 
J . -· 

, 

' 
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o• DWtW. 
PH .. Oa.t•••• ,.,01, 
.. 011t1•e ott1ee1 ot the White BoUN, 
Deo-.ber 1'7, 1MO, •• 10 P.K. 

MR. IQTUMnW: .&.11 inl 

. / 
/ 

TBI PRIS:m:&Nr: I ha•e one appointment; I •s goiDg to take thia 

opport'Uility of aayiag _.th1Dc to Chail'lllllll Godwin, but he ia't 

here in hie accustomed s•t tode7. When I came back 7esterday 

I began to note 1Dtimat1o:na that this iuugural part;r •s setUna 
• 

out of hand -- all these chail'men, _._ ~t ~etera, tr;riil& to JUke a 

rM.l part;r out of it, and I •s··trying not to. 
:, 
I 

simplicity I still think should be the keynote, 

IJI\othsr words, 
.. ,J, 

and I am trying 
.J. 

to catch up and find out what people haTe be~· doiDg While I 

• 

. OUtside of that I have been tryiDg to catch up ~n quite a 

· number of other things. 

I don.'t think ther~ is any particular news, except pOssibly 

one thing that I think 11!1 worth my ~alkil:ig about tram. -- wpat 

will I cal~ it? -.., the bacltground method. In the present world 

situation of course there 11!1 absolutely no doubt in the m1n4 of 
~ . ~ 

a T.ry OTerwhelm1ng number of .berioana that the best illlnecUate 
' ' ' 

.. ~ " ' 

defense· of the United States ill the 81lcceu of Great Britain 1n 
~ . r .. .. ~ .. 
defending itaelt, and that, therefqre, qui1!8' al!lide,;_trcm our hh-

J e 

toria and current interest in the surTiT&l of d~cracy •a a 
•' 

whole in the wor14, 1 t ~· equally blportant. trca a aeltillh point 

of Tin of Jlurioan defense that we should do ner,.thins .to help 
-~ 
-1- ~ 

the Briti ah BID.pire to defend 1 taelt • 

-I . ~•e read a ~-t dMl ot ncmaenae ot people wJao can ~ 

I .. 

. 
~. . 

' 

•. ' 
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' ~ . 
U,e, a'boat tballoee. stne (Mr. :IU-17) ._. ukiq • about it 

......-....,~• .o1"1l1Dg, aa4 I thoqht 1t wae better that I ehould tali to 

,-ou tban for stne to talk to ,-ou; but I gan him one liDe 'llhioh 

he would haTe ueecl this aorniDg if ~body had aeked hia, and 

that was thie: ID 11fT -.or,- and ,-our MmOry ud 1D all hietori 
,. 

no major war has ner been won or loet through a lack ot monq. 

I r•ember Tery. well in 1-91'-, and I will giTe ;rou an illus­

tration: ID 19~4 I ~a 'up at B8.8tport, Jfaine, with ihe family 

the end of' .1U17, aDd I got a telegram f'rcm the Naoyy Department 

that it looked like war would break out in :Europe the next day; 
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'; 
ud, actually it did break out in e. f'n hours, when Qemany innded 

Belgium. So I went ac.ross from the island and took e. train d0111l • 
.. 

to Ellsworth, where I got on a thing known as tbe Bar ._~bor Ex-

press. I went into the 111110king roCII1, and the smoking roan of' the 

hpreaa was :till~ with gentlemen 1'r0111'· banld.ng aDd brokerage or-

f'ices in New York, most or whom were o1cr friends or mine"; and 

they began giTing me -- qujte young -~ their opinion about the 
.., -

. . 
impending world ~ 1n Europe. And nen thoUgh I --~ yoUDg, I 

had the sense to take up s~me .. ~ I suppose they eho~d, be call,.:~ 
forme o:t wagers • ... 

. . 
, . ~ .. l. I 

'l'bese- am.inent''bankers and brokers assured me, 

• 
• 

and made it good with bets, that tliere wasn't enough money 1n all 
f . 1.~ 

o • L 

the world to carry on a European war tor more than_ 3 months --

enn aon•y; -that the bankers would haT~ atopped the, war within 6 
t 4 • j\t .. 

months ~-- odde ot 2 to l; that it was htJII!IInly ~·•1~• -- p~•i-
' 

oall7 impoaeible •- tor a European' war to laet for si~ months --

'r r 

--
.,. 

' 

•· 
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oU1 of • to 1; u4 10 forth ad 10 ca. Yell, aot•ll7, .I IQp­

po .. I -..t ~~a .... woa tbo•• --tiler were ~1. t&·Mt•- I 

auet baTe •te a hUD4re4 dOllarl • I wish I )lad bet a lot IIOH • 
r C 

There •s t~ beet eoonc:.io oplllion in the world tat tM 

continuance o~ ar •s abeolutel7 dependent on .onq in the bank. 
--......_) 

'fell, 70u Jmow what uppened. 

Now we baTe been gotttag in etories, epe~hee, et cetera, 
.... ~ 

which baTe been going back a little bit to that attitude in re-. 
ge..rd to this particular ur that 1a going on. It _isn't merelr . . 
a 'question ot doing things the traditional wa7; tbere are lotB ot 

other wa7s ot doing it. I go back -- I am just talking back-

ground, iU'ormall.7; I haTen't prepared a117 ot this -- I go back 

to the idea that one thing that is necesa&r7 tor American national 
., 

defense ia additional productiTe taollltlee; and the more we in-

creaee those .taoilities -- taotories, shipbuildtag ware·, munition 

plants, e~ cetera and so on -- the stronger American national de- . 

tense is. No.-, -orders trCI!l Great Britain are tberetore a tre-

mendaus asset to American national defense, because the7 create, , 

autoaaticall7, additional ~acillties. _ I am talktag ael~ishl7, 

_ trom the American l.pPint ot Tiew -- nothing ebe. Therefore, trca 
• r 

~r ' 

1
_ the seltisb point ot Tiew, tba~ production ast be encouraged by 

! . 

.. . .,. 

ue; and there are sneral ware ot encouraging it -- not juat one, r 

the wa7 the narrow-minded ~ellow I ban been talking about mi~t .. 
ae.ame, and hae a88UIII8d. He baa aaau.ed· that t.be Oll.li wa7 wae ~-

. ' 
to :repeal certain· existing . statutes, like the N~tralit7 . .Aot ad < 

the old 1ohnaon Act and a tn other thillge like that, and then 

lend t:tie aone7 to areat Britain to be epent OTer Mre ~- ei the:r 
.• 



•' 

,, 

'01-' 
• 

ln4 1' ~ap, a• •a• 401le u the eul1er .S.,• ot the prer1aa• 

wu, pr1 ft te buk1JI& ci:roles ozo ate it a lou. h'ca thh Oot'R'Il· 

•nt to uothv &OT~nt -- the BZ'itillh 00Y61'DIIent. 

Well, that ia the -- what will I call itt the beMl (7ou 

will han to tind another word tor b&Dal) the bend type of iilD4 
(' 

that can oDJ.7 think ot that •ethod. 
' 

There is another one which is also aomewbat banal --we •7 • 
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came to it, I doD"t know. .. -- and that 1e a gitt; in other worde, tor 

us to pay tor all these munitfons, ships, pl&JSts, guns, et cetera, 
., 

ud make a gUt ot them to Great Britain. I am not at eJ.l 11\U"e 

that that 1s a necessit,-, and I am not at all I!IUre that Great 

Britain would care to haTe e. gitt tran the United States -- · the 

taxpayers ot the United States. I doubt it Teey much. 

Well, there are other ways, and those ways are be;ng explored; 

but they are possible • . All I can do 1s to apeak in Tery general 

terms, because we are in the middle of it. I haTe been at it 

/ thr~e or tour wee~s, e_:Eploring ot·her methods ot continuing 

the buiiding up ot our productiTe tacilities and continuing the 

' • I tlow ot munitions to Great Britain automatically; and I will just_ 
• - I 

t. 0 • • --~ .. -

J,PUt it this .a,-, as not a tinal tother me~hod but as· one ot 'poseibly 
• r 

sneral other metho~~ that might be dnised toward tha~ end. It,__ 
..... . .,... 

is possible -- I will put it that way -- tor tlie Un~~d States to 

take OTer British orders, and, because they are e•senti&lly the 

.ame kind ot munitions that we use ourselTes, turn them into 
r 

.Aaerican orders. We haTe got enough mon97 to do it ... And there-.. . . 
-~ ... .. . ,.,.,.....,. . 

upon such por~ion ot them as the militaey ennt~f the future 

' 
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' 
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woal4 ~n.,..s. to be rlaht U4 ~ for ua to ~llcnr to 10 to 

the o~e lli4e, either l•N ~e •teial.a or Nll the ate1al.a 

abjeot to aorisaae to the people on the other a14e, on the sen-

el"al. theo17 that it •Y atill FOTe true that the best deteue 
/ 

ot Gl'eat Britain ia the beat defense ot the U:Uited States, an4 

therefore that they would be more uaetul 'to the deteue ot the 

United States it they were used in Great Bri taiD than it tJiey 

were kept 1D storage here. · . 

Now, what I am trying to do is to eliminate the dollar sign, 

• and that is something brand new in the thoughts ot practically 

.everybOdy in this r oom, I think -- _get rid of the llilly, foolish 
( 

old dollar sign. All rightl 

Well, let me give .you an illustration ~ Suppose~ neighbor's -
home catche8· t1re, and I have got a length ot garden hose tour or 

I 

five hundred teet away; but, by Heaven, it- he can ta.Jte m;v garden ~ 

ho-se and connect it up _:fith his hydrant, · I · may help him to put 
' . 

out his tire·. Now, what do I do? .I don't say to him before 
'. 

that operation, "lleilghbor, my garden hose cost me tl5; you have -. 

got fo pay me $15 tor it." What is the transaction that goes on? 
t' 

) 

I don •t want tl5 -- I want m;v g~den hose be.c~ atter-:1-the f~re ill 
I ~ • 

over·~- All right :--.l:t it goes through the tire all right, intact, 
. - - .. ~~ • 1 • 

t" ,.,..._ .,.. 

without any damage to it, he gives. it back to me and thanks me 
t- • 

very much tor the use of it. But suppose it gets l!lllllllahed up -- · 

holes- in it -- during the fire; we don't have taphave too much 
r 

for.lity about it, but I aay to _him, "' •• 'glad to ;lend you 

that hose; I see I cuft uae 1t any .ore, it's all .. ahed up." 

He aays, "How many feet ot it wttre there?" I hll him, "'!'here · 

... 

.1 . 
' ' 
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,.... 1150 f .. , of u.• . Bl ..,., •AUriaJd, I ··w NJla" it.• 

••• if I pt a aioe pnn MM Mek, I aa 1ll Jl'ft~ 1oM IJape. 

Ia o~er wol'Cls, if you lend oerM1a IIDDiUODs ad pt ne auai­

UODI back at the ellA of the .ar, it the:r are 1aMot -- hann•t 

b"D hurt -- ;rou are all right; it the;r have been 4eeepd or 

deteriorat .. or lost ca.pletely, it ae ... to ae :rou caae out 

pretty well 1t yw have' th• replaced b;r the fellow that you have 

lent them to. 

I can't go into details, and there is no uae aski.Ds legal 
·' 

quea'tiona about how f.OU would do it, becauae that 111 the thhg .-· . --. ' "t 
that 11!1 now under study; but the t'hotight -- the bright thought 

111 that we would take oTer not all but a Tery large nW~ber ot 
. . 

tuture Bl'i hsh orders, and when they came ott the line, whether 

they were pl&Des or .guns or something else, we would enter ' into . 

1!101118 kind Of arrangement tor their use by the. Bl'itieh OD the 

ground that it we.s the best thing tor ~rican det.ense, and that , 
• 

when the show was o!er we would get repaid 1D kind somettme, 

t)lereby leaTiDg out the dollar mark 1D the form ot a dollar 
'· . . 

debt and subst.ituting tor it a gentleman's obligation to- repay 1D 
I -

~ --·r .. J 

·-kind. I tbink you all g-et it. - · 

Q Mr. President, that suggests a question, all right; Would the title . -
still be 1ll our JWil8? •. 

'!BE FR:rB:m&:NT: You ban gone !lDd asked a question I baTe told you not 

to a1k, because it would take lawyers much better than ;rou or I 

to U .. er it • Where the a gal t1 tle is would depend largel;r OD 

' 
what the lawyers ay. Bow, tor eDJaple, it ;rou get .llixed up 1D 

,. 
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the lepl. •• of th18, J'OU 1ft 1a all ld..t• ef Wwcl•· tn • 

ut J0u th18 •ia»le tu .. Ucal You 0Wil1 let U ~~ a hoaM, a 

pie .. ot propert7, a tafta, &Ad it 18 not eno••Mirect 1Jl &Q a7 --
,_ 

tbere h no mortaaae on it -- but JOU had •c:ae trouble • aD4 J'OU 

-.nt to borrow tour or tiTe thousand dollars on it; and 70u go 

to the bank and rou eaT, •I want to ~rro1r tour or t1Te thoul!lll.lld 

4ollara on ·m:r !louae or wrr tarm." 'fhBT e&J, "Sure; giTe me a 

mortgage.• And' JOU gin them a mort&&ae, it JOU think 70u rill 

be able to p&J it ott in three or tour year a. And in rour miJI4 

JOU atill th1nlc you on your own house; JOU still think it ia 

your house or your farm; but tro.m the strictly legalistic point 
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ot Tiew the bank 1a the o..lner. You/deed JOUr houae OTer to the 

bank; JOU pledge it, like goillg to t~!' paR broker. Let' • take 

the othar aide ot it.: The title yo Jour gold •toh ill Tested iJl · . .. .. / 
··, 'the :p&lrnbro~er. · You can redeem it; you can p&J ott JOur mortgage 

and get"title to JOUr house. 

On ' this ptt.rticular thi~ --let's eay it'a a 8h-1p --I don't 

' know, I haven~t- ·got t .he faintest id~, in whQil the legal title 
~ 

' would be ot that parti-oular ahip. I don •t think that ~~~akea e.nf 
• 

\ dit~erence in the traJieaotion; the po1nt ot the tranaaction H 

tbat it that ahip 1rere retU;ned to us in tirst-o!aia condition 

attar pe.yment ot wbat mipt be called a reaaou.ble amount tor 

the ~P dur1ng that tillle -- the other people lllight han had a 

-legal title to make it eaaier to require lese le&ialation or a 
I 

different torm ot ;Lec1alat1on, or the title aight r-in 1n ua; 
, 

Q Let ua lean out the lepl pbue of it entirel7; the quenion I 

' 

'f 
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tho we aret 

'rHI PRISIDJift's Bo, aot a bit • . 

Q ben thonp sooda that we own are beills uaed? 

'l!m PllJSDlJIIT: I don't think 70u go into a war tor leplhUc r•aou; 

in other worda, we are doillg all we can at the pre~ent tiM. 

Q Mr. Preaidmt, did you mean un.l cratt? 

TBE PRISID1!1QT: Xo, no1 I am talking about merchant ahipa. 

Q It is J1I3' understanding that this is all for purpose~ ot bacJtsround, 
' . 

but at one point here I was w~derillg whether you would attribute 

this t o the necessity for facilities ~d tor encouragement of pro-

duction? 
' ' 

THI..-!'BIBilJBN'l': I think you can attribute this -- what we haTe been 

talking abOut -- to me. 

lli. EARI:Y: That's the best. 
• I 

•' . 

TBE PRESilliNT: Don't do any quotations on this thing. 

Q. Kr. Pr.esident, would.-we take our bw:ri 'soods abroad? , 
f .J,. ~ . . . . 

THE PRESIDINI': What do you mean _;.. take our own goode? 
-:>. -.J • ~· 

. ~ 

Q ·Aa long aa this is being made· to our account and we are lending 1 t . , 

.:1_ 

to Great Britain, "WOul41 ~e deliver the goods in Gr~t Britain ~-

that are going 'to be ua.f!CfFin that. W117? 

TB! PRBSlllil:N'l': O, I suppose it would depend on wbat flag •• flyiJI& 

at the st~n ot the ship. You can work it out any way.· ,.ou.Jw8nt. 

It might be en!La BoliTian 'nag. That question ie ·a detail. 
. 1 \ 

Q Would it be an··.u.rica.n flag? ., 

THE ~IDD'r: Not neoea-.ri17. That would brillg up another aubjeot; 
• 

that would b~ing up a subject which lltght be ·a daJ18erous one, 

) 



... 

• 

\ 

' . ' 

' 
• ,. • L' .. . • 

' 

\ 
' 

,01- t . . "' . 

tal te fnDkl7, ot Aaerlou Kllcwe aa4 Aaerloaa ,. • .....,.. et 

~etere., tak1Dg the Allerlou tlq uto a :Wl' ~. You Deed DOt 

WOI'l'J' about that cme bU, beoause 70u don't have to send an 

Allerioan flag and an American crew On an --ricall Tes .. l. 

Q I •• backing into the queetion that this whole theory ot yours 

do .. n't involve Ul8ndment ot the Neutrallt7 Act. 

THE PRJISIID'r: Right 1 

Q You referred to tuture orders 1n thiB ooeection; aa' I Wl.derstand 

it, the orders the British have given 110uld go ahead on the bash 

ot existing contracts and would be paid tor? 

'lBE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think so. They have plent7 of exchange, 70u 
' 

know. There doesn't seem to be very much problem about p81W8At 

tor existing orders, but there might be a problem about paying 

. tor adcli tiona to thos.e orders or tor replacement of those orders 
,, 

.. . · ' . now. ; 

~-

Q Is this a sate conclusion on what you have said, that -what the 

' . 
I 4 ... " 

I 

British are interest-ed in is to have us lend them the suppli-es? 

~ Bll!SIDENT: ,.That's the point. I am trying to eliminate the dollar 

mark. 
. ·r. 

Q Does this r .equire Congresdonal appro..al? -•· ... 

. 
' . . 

• ~ . 1-

'1m m:ESIDmT: o, yes, thie would require nri!?UJI types ot _legiala­

tion, in adciitlOB tol>appropr1at1on. Let me give you an eDmple: 
' 

Let's take anything -- a sh~ll factory; and the p~sent shell tac-·'.4 ' ' I 

tortes are aH tilled up with orders a ,.ear· -- two )'ears -- ahead; . ' 
but they need more shells 1101r, and the shell ~utacturers eay, 

. • -I ' 

"'l'h.at 1s all very well·, but we have got to get a new factor,..• 

ADd the United States Government has ordered several uw taotorles 

• 

' . • 
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' 

au ,a up u.e ._,. tbl'oqll tu a.:r.o. or ... otJa• wqo tor 

tile oapUal.. We bann't loeu4 the capital tor that nn tanOil'J • 
. 

Well, 1t the BrlUeh w.nh4 a D81r tactorr tor a441Ucmal U.ll.a, 
"" or want aboTe pre•ent orders, it we take that or4er OYer we 

....,,~J - ~ ' • 
would do the tiDaDci~~a ot the factory just the •Y we ban done 

it tor oureelves, thereby increaaillg the productive capacity 

tor tum ills out .. ehell.s. 
-· • r 

Q Kr. Preddent, betore you loan your bose to your neighbor you ha·n 

to have the hose. I w.s 'IICJMeriJlg, have you any plane to build 

up auppliee? There has been a good deal or d1scu881on about lack 

ot authority to tel l a manutactur~ he ahould run two or three 

shitte a day. There is no one now that has that authority. 

THE PRISIDIIN'l': Isn't t here? 
•' 

Q I don't belieTe s o. 

THE FRESIDJNT: I t hink so, yes . After al.J., you have t o tollow cer-
. 

~in laws ·ot the land. Ot course t he law i s , and al.w.ye •s --;-
• i n the WqrlQ War, tor instance-- that the contract by the .Navy, 

--.' . ' . 
t or instance (t used t o place a sieat l!IUly ot tbem) -- au ot 

-.· ·, 
• those contracts were siglled by the Navy, the Secretary ot the 

' -,. t 
NayY O!': t he Aasiatant Secretary ot the NaT!. That ,.. DeTer, 1n 

r 

the b18'tory ot the United states, bats been taken aw.y t1'Cial the . . . . . ., 
two main contracting department.. ·· 

This is a pretty important thing to rcember, and a lot ot. 
I 

people in the last w~ek or two tor got that ta'ct. There never baa 

. been one lndi vidual 1n ~is country, outside ot the kniT or Jravy, 

t o do aD)"thlng more t!Wur recaillmend very stro~~aly that th . .,- 4o 

thua and eo and supeTiae 1 t -- supeniae the aeplng up to date; 

.. 



-

. 
• • 

• • 

You j•t fQllow •••n wbat •• done in the World War • 
. 

The number of perfectly crazy a .. ertions that ban been 

made in the laat couple of weeks b7 70u ohUdren who didn't grow 

up until after the World War i s pertectl)' extraor41DAI7· . You 

assigned all kinds of authorities and powers to people in the 

World War~ that never existed, except in the ~!pent ot imagina-

tion. I went through it. I bappen to know. 

Q .Mr . President, on your statement that we nner would get into war 

tor legalistic reasons -- could 70u amplify that a little? . . 
THE PRESIDJ:NT: Only t his, that I would not try, fran what I baTe said, 

to make it appear -- who was it who asked that question a whUe .. 
ago? 

' . . .. 
MR.~EARLY: Jim Wright. 

'mE PRESIDENT: Jim Wright asked as to whether any of these steps 

.. 

•• 
' 

. 
·• 

·would be a greater danger to the Uni t,ed States ot getting into 

~ than t he existi1lg situati on, and the answer is, No, ot course 

not. In other words, we are furnishing naeytliiz8 we possibl7 can ..,. 
· ~ . at the present mam.ent . This will ake easier a continus.tion of -- ., 

that program. That ' s all there 1111 to it~ 

360 

- .. 

..• 

Q .Mr. Presi~nt, it 1a interesting about t.ak1ng oTer the tuture orders 

for the British, but Mr. Knudsen sa7s that the tirst halt ot that 

is crucial. Can 70U do &ll)'thing 110re than you are doing? 

THE PRESIDBNT,: ~oept etticisnt people) thi!.i'• what he is teying to . ' 
do - - push th•· 

·. ~ . ~ 

Q Mr. President, baa the dhhion ot or4ez:e been cbeuged? It ~· 

•• 



• 

' I 

• 

• 

TBI HliSIDJ:N'l's That •• a rule of thab. In 8CIIle pl.aoea it 1• .0-

60 and in other• 60-&0. 

Q Mr. Preddent, do 8.117 production delays at the present time ind1-

oah any need for authority to take over plants? 

THE PR!SIDiNT: That h a thing I asked Sten (Mr. EarlJ) to look up -
this 110rning • 

MR. lWU.Y: No one 1a reporting today, si.r. 

'mE PRESIDJNT: That is a thing I asked Stne to report on. No one 

reported today • But I think it is ra·1r to say there are two or 

three companies un~er inve~tigati~. 

Q· Kr. President, do you expect to place thi s general idea before 

. this session of Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT: J:ither that or sCPJilethi:ng s1JIIilar. 

Q Within a ~ew days? 

mE PR&SIDJ!NT: No, probably not until the 3rd, because the thing has 

not only to be worked out here but in London too. I 

Q Mr. President, i s there any plan under Cl)nsideration tor building " . 
up our Defense Program because of this? 

' I ,. o 

·r THE l'Rl!:St:DENT: Well·; that 1 e a p~etty ge~eral 
• "'f ~ 

e:Dmple? _ • 

1·· r 
question; on ~at, tor 

") ~ ~ .... 

Q I wondered it JOU had 8.117 specific pr~gram for bu1ld1DB up any 

phase of defense. • 
r 

THE FRl!5miNT: You can't answer a general question like t hat. It 
. . . 

JOU ask about an artielle that is CQ!I1ng along in good ~pe, 

the anmr 'is No. It depends on wh.a't you ·&re talkiDB about. 

Before I lett I think we talked a'b!:lut the Ravy destroyer progra 
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11b1oh, 1A rq juds nt, •• ocapletelJ 1Aaattio1ent 'beoaue a lot 
' 

ot the planned destl'O)'ere ooal4 not be lAid don euept 1D tUl'll.. 
' 

lD 'Other words, after No. l DeetrO)'er bad ben built &Dd 1Aaohe4 
2 . 

trom the l•r•. then the)' would start No.1 s~ ot. the deetroyere on 

the same ~ys, build tbat and launch it, aJid after that •e 

launched the)' would put No. 61 on the same W&J'&, and that No. 61 
../ 

would JJ.Ot be launched tor perhaps tour 7ears tram now • 
I . 

Well, now, the answer to that program, which was laid d011D 

by the NaTY Depertment, was that in Jll1' judsment it wae too darned 

slow. .And how can you speed it up? By building more way e.. So 

that was an illustration ot how the..,program as laid d011D prond 

insutticient and we are now studying how we can build more de-

strayer ways. 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Knudsen said the whole Defense Program was 

lagging .pretty severely; do you see anything 1D thi:s picture 
• ..I ,. 

that would_ require you to exten& the present limited ~rgeoey? 
... ';.~ . ,·~ 

THE BU'.SIDENT~ No; that agai.n is largely a legalistic probl8111.. tt 
~ . 

• o;- f~· •,' 
i'B a great quest":ton whether it would · speed' it up .or not -- ·a 

"~to --c .,,. 
~-

' -great te~hnical qll8etion • . 
,-·.: . 

- .. 
<t ._Kr. Presiden~ •.. when the Govel'Jlm&nt refuses to take 'in a union,~ 

. i . 
...... ' ' A 

on a defense project,. don't Y?U think it is because the uni~ne · 

' ask exorbitant tees? 
' . 

- I THE PRESIDmn': You would haTe to giTe me the name of the JDII.D and 
• • ! • 

.,. 

•,. .. 

information about the case. ·. 1' 

. Q. . ~·!about el~ting t ·he J'riday to Monday blackout? 
;, ., .. , . 

·THE PRIS~: ~t 4.ep.;d~1ntirely on. the ~ticul~ type ot indue-

• trial plant and the conditions 1D the 'locality, and the t'be ot 

, 

.. 



.. 

d'ble; ad the one thing we han got to avoid, all of ua, 1a 

senerallaation. lfow tor eDmp'le on that, there are certain --

well, you take down here in the W...hillgton JlaTy Yard, there are · 

certain very, very akilled trades, and there is a ahortqe in 

those trades and because there 1a a ahortage we probabl y have to 

employ the people in that particular trade, because there 1a no 

relief, no additional labor in that trade, we have to employ · 

th• more than 40 hours, and for the extra hours they get tillle 
.... 

and a halt for overti.Jae. 

You take the other extreme -- COJIIIIOil labor; there's plenty 

oi'.. it. With oommon labor it is not ne.oesaary in that p&l'ticular 

yard to work men overt~~ and yet you can run the yard 6 tays a 

week, or even 7 days a week. It takes a lot more work on -the . . 
part of management to .work out , · but you can employ o~~ group 

of cODmon labor the first 5 days in the week, 40 hours -- 'that 
. - . 

is, S hours a day; and then another group ,-ou can auploy on 

Tuesday, Wednesday , Thursday, P'r~day and Saturday and give them 
,. ,. . . ... 

Sunday and Monday off; and another group yolf'' can employ lrednea-, 
day, Thursday, l"ridB..y,, Saturday and SUnday and giTe tham Monday 

' ' 

.. 
• • 

• • 

1"/ and Tuel!day ··ott ;, and in that way you ~an keep a plant going 7 

days a week .it you want to. It takes a 11 ttle aore -- wha. t shall , ... 
I say? -- figuring it .~~t onr sheet of paper, a rli ttle JIIDre tl'OUble; ' 

and aome people will get their holiday in the middle of the w .. k 
1 

-.for .a while, aDd others. will' get it at the elld ot the week; but 
' .,. 

,_ 
; 

·-

it can :t'e done,_ and it 1a being done -- ·that 1a the point ot it -- ·,"'-

in a great 118D7 pl.a.Jlh in the thii'ted States. It h beina done, 
" 

. ' . 
I 
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u4 that oan be enaud, io a sr•t ~other planta. It 1a a , 

nuiaanoe from the point ot Tiew ot plant •nac ... nt; we all 

!mow that. 

~ere 18 still another point -- plants which obTiou•l7 could 

not run 7 da7a a week, t .he plant that has to be laid up tor re-

r· pairs l da,.. ou.,t .of 7; or a p~ ot a particular -plant bas to be 

laid 'up tor repairs and closed down l _day out· ot 7. You see you 
... l-4-

can't apply a general rule.· It's just plain tmmature to tr,. to 
' 
' llo it. It's people th~ understand manutacturi~~g~that will be 

the first to say 70u can't apply a general rule • 

Q Mr. President, one argument that is advancH ia where it is ucea-

sary tor a man to work 55 hours a week~ a trained<man, and he 

can't be replaced; and since the public is· begging tor this 

364 

umamant, that is putting undue stress on the public's shoulders --
'•' 

·time and a halt. 
,, •, _ , 

In the case of that particular man that is ·irreplace-

~., a'bie working 55 hours a week, we are trying, as you know, to . .... 
train other people to'"tit into those positions. It take f! time 

r <. ~ . ~ 
to do. it, but .gradually we are getting a large number of people 

.. .... ' . ' .. \., . 
~ :~. Jt • 

who are trained' to ··do these. specialized jobs. 
'· . . 

\.... ... .. . 
. ,Q, :Mr. President, on tlifs ' defense setup,1 do we understand 70U "to fiean . . 

' 
that 70u are not interested in appointing a chairman of the 

. . I 
. ~ . 
National Defense? ~ . 

• _, . . ' • 

. 
·' 

THE FRl!SID.Drr: I would not draw 8D.7 interence.s on"a detail. '!'hat ·is ·· 

''"'Q One more question: J; belieTe )ir,. budsen referred to the · blackout 
., . 

ot JD!lOhine time rather than hU1118D tiae. I belien he ns re~er- .-
'(, 

• 
' "': 

----------------------------· -··--------------------~~1----~-( ----------~~ 
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:rl~~e ,ulh .,.oltioallJ to the taot that 'he •oh1a81 w:re u.a• 
4011D ttet••• 1'1'14&1 u4 lloD4aJ. 

that :runa the ~~aohhe. 

I 

In aCIIl8 0&881!1, Jea; in aome cases, no. The objeothe 
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ia to uep all the aohines that will run 7 da:ya a week in opera-

Uon 7 dqa a wek. 

Q Thank :you, Mr. Presidents 

' 

. . 
.. 
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OCili'lDDTW. 
Preu Ooatwace 1'103, 
~eouU'Ye ottic .. of the White BouH, 
Deo~er 20, 194.0, 10.4.0 A.K. 

11R. D<IULD8Cili: All ill. 

TBI PRISIDD!':' I think 70u people are crowding • a little; there 

isn't any news today -- really, literally, there isn't any 

news. In otber words, I am not ready on anything. 

Q About this announcement ot the rearrangement ot the Defense ocm­

; mission setup -- is that --

TH! PRESIDENT: (interposing) __ No, no, just a ne11fspaper story; might 

ha'Ye been any one ot thea-- tour or 'tive ditte~ent setups, with 

combinations thereof • tl:iat are being considered; neither _has 
Y, • been decided on. yet. -. 

. 
~'1-
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' Q. Mr. President, did you have any special instructions that you -r . oof""" ,. 

• 

could tell us about for Ambassador Leaby? 

THE ~IDRNT: Just the UBUfU ambassadorial instructions. r did . 

, ~ 

-
giv~ him •:.- 1 see no reason why this should not be 1mown -- a , . .. 

" personal note trcm me to the Marshal, which merely l!lllJS t .hat · 

' the Admiral is a very ;old friend Qf~mine ~~ that I feel sure 

that he will be -- what do you call it? -- persona grat18st.Q. . . 
to the Marshal; and I add~ a littl~ · note that I felt sure 

they both talk the SIUIIB language. • 
That was about all ·-- just 

a personal note to the Marshal. - -· 
Q. Mr. PreJident, do you han anybody in mind to succeed the Admiral 

as GO'Yernor ot Puerto Rico? 

• '1m PRBSID.INT: Not yet. 
. ' 

Q Ho• did you write that 

--------------~~------~---~ .. ~·1-L~- -~~~-----~ 
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m1 PRISIDIItf: Don't put it bto the national progra -- that'• '· 
•• 

Q Well, 1ir, I don't mow, but. I th1Dk that would be about the. 
) 

only thiq in it tor •• 

' "Q )lr. President, there was a rather intereatins story broke in 

Chicaao J&aterday ot a munici'pal j\adge baTiq a 11 ttle minor 

tax matter with the local Bund; and 1n the rai~ the otticera 

tound what purported to be a ledger ot Bund members 1n the 

United States who baTe joined the armed torces ot the UD~ted 

States. Had that been brought to your attention? · 

THE PRESIDl!:N";t':~ No, really; that is ney interesting. Well, ot 

course -- I suppose this better be off the record ·-- there are 
~ 

a lot ot people who are not members of the Bund, fPld who ht ve . 
•' 

not joined the armed forces of the United States 1n that guise, 

l who are doing just as much tor the objectives ot the Bund as if 
' . 

't h~y were. I don't th;i~ I ,need to elucidate on that at the 
'• ·. 

presen~~ tim:e .• 
. '• 

Q, I notice you are reading t he Congressional Reoor4l (Laughter ) 
- c 

-~ . 
ll - eould it be that -Loui s Ludlow and J'oe Kennedy bad an~hiq to do 

,. 

• 

. . t· • 1. 
r 
I · -=· · THE 'PRESIDJNT: · ~ said I wmP:d .~no't elucidate any turther. , ('l.fore 

,• 

l aughter) .. . 
-

Q,"- That wa,s all ott the recC?rd? 
~ 

THE PRJSIDl!NTf _ "{es, all ott the recori-~·-
. . . . .. -. 

Q Kr. President, baTe you perauaded anybody to go to London yetf 
~(;; 

~ - THE PRISIDM: I h&Ten't chosen anybody, or even aek.d 8.D.1bodyl' 

(Laughter) 
' . --

.. 

•, 
. - ) 
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-· 
~ xr. Prea14ent, oe.n rou tell ua anrthiDs about thia etorr tbat 

the United ·states ~s to take OY-er ~.hirty Danillb ahips? · 

'lD PRmiDDT: '!bat's a brand new one on •·~ Thia 1a alao off tbe 

re~ord -- just for your own guidance: Before you people write 
' " . 

anything about requisitioning or cnmmendeering foreign-flag 

ahipa 1n our harbors, you better look up the law • . I em baTing 

it looked up at the present time, but 80 far -- this is off the 
.. 

record -,- 80 far we haven't found an)'thing in the law that would 

enabi e us, if we wanted to, to cOJIIIII8Jldeer, let us say, Danish 

abipa. Jfaybe there is sOIDIJthing that somebody can find, but so 
\ 

tar it has not been. found. 
. 

~ Does the ~ooking up of the law indicate you are trying to do it? 

'niE PRI!'.SIDENT: I want to find out every right that we have; it 
' 

doesn't mean that we have to do it. 

~ poes the law permit -":the owners of those ships to sell them? 
-- . 

'THE HU!:SIDl!NT: They can .sell, res; but <a_gain COmBS the ques'j; lon if 
., -

h - • """· ..,.._ .... 
they sell-- I am just · givi~ you what might be called a skim-

, . . 
-~ " . . 

,- ming of the law~ because ·we are not sure about -it yet, but it 
....... . 

...... _,. 0 ... • 

. -~ -
loocs as i~, - if the Danish owners of tbese .ships would s~ll, 

- . \ · .. 
~ . ' .L 

we would •. have to pay· ~Jlty on them -- :t.he purchasers . onr here --. 
; I 

before we could fly the Al!r~can flag; ~nd if we · could fl7 the-
r 

~rican flag on them, we ~ould .haT~ to keep t _hem out of the 
,. 

war zone. There are all kinds of compl~cationa. 

..:' . ~ But suppose they sold directly to Cana~a or Great Britain' in our 
_. 

port? ' ·I - .. 
'(" . 

TBE PRESIDENT: · You ·are getting awtul.ly suppositioua now, because 
' . 

•' 

nobody. has eT~eated that -- -J: m.ean t~ owners ot the 
.. 

. · 
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~ Do 70U intend to au the D .. Coqre.. tor more llOiley tor the 
I 

R.F.C. tor building~tione tactorie•? 

'lEE PRISIDJNT ~ Again r~u better check Oil the law. M,y 1Jilpreee1on 1e 
...; ~~ 

that there is enough in it tor all purpo•••· You better check 

on it, though. 

' -Q Is there anything you can tell ue about the strengthening of the 

.A.a1at1c fleet? 

'lEE PRESIDENI' ~ I don't think there is; one C .A. was brought back 

and another C.A. was sent to replace her. A C.A. is a heavy 

cruiser • 

Q Mr. President ; the editorial writers and some of tbe eCIIIIIlentators 

said this P,lan of lea~ing and l ,ending would require th~ repeal: .. 
..r •, 

of the 1ohnson Act and the Neutrality Act • 

.' THE PRES:ni:NT: I think I said the other day it would require Con-

gressional actio~ , but not necessarily the repeal ot the 1ohnaon 

Act. Probably not • 
.J:' . . ' Q Mx'. President, the Duke of Windsor last night ' signed a bill au-. . . . 
t horizing' the United States~ to bui ld a base on Mayaguana Isl and, 

369. 

. . . 

..... 

-., .... 
whi.ch sourids~ very much like the "bne you and he discussed • 

• '\ . , . 
I think ~ told s~e of you people on· caming down to -. 

Charleston about the 
) 

.... :.-
stiitf, the awful nonsenee, beilig written 

about those bases. ~ere are only three out of eight on which 

. .. 
~.f,... • 

there is any delay in making a definite decieion ae to location --.. 
three out of eight. One is Trinidad; •of course it is a very big 

island - qUite a DUilber of s1 ti.s. One is . Bermuda, where it is 

a probl• ot interfering least with 'Mieriean tourists' sleep 

·, 

. . 

• 

.. 
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u4 happlaeaa. (t.upter) .b4 the thir4 h the probl• iit 

II&J&PDA; &D4 as I told the boys the other j!&J -- three ot 
~ 

rou saw it - ther got there. betore sundown -- about aundo1m 

and we tried three separate times to find a place where the 
' 

a.nchor could reach down to the bottom and at the ~ time not 

have the ship blow ashore; because under the water, at the 

water• s edge, there 1e a cliff, and it rou are just outside the . 
r- .. 

cliff rou are over thousands of teet ot water -- can't anchor; 
~ -. 

and it your hook talls on the cliff, under .the oondi t~~ne that 

' tit, it is too close to the shore. So, having tried until dark 

to tind a place to anchor, with a 30-mile wind blowing,. I stood 

ott, and we stood ott, up and dOWD, all nisht under •r· 
. ' .. Tllat- is not a veey good pla9e, but, on the other hand, 

while we looked at a number of other places, we hadn't c0111e to 
• . ~ ~ any c.oncnusion, and we are still . loo1dng. *ybe we will have 

tc>'" go b&Ck to M!iyague.na, because, M!lya-guana .has veey excell~nt 
' - --.... seaplane landing tacilities -- in~~ther words, a lagoon, a .. . 

• t. • • 
' .... shallow lagoon, that seaplanes can _land on; but it has not got .,. -t . 

> ' • 
any anchorage tor ships tor the island, and we a~e looking · tor. . . 

·"' .... a better place -- ~d we havep't to\ipd ~t. When we tind it, 
~ . ·, 

ther~ won't be any prob~~ with the Bahamas • ., . 
~ Could you please tarnish the Press with the common apel~ing ot 

"under way" (under ~eig~?~ 
~ P~: · It's an old Navy ii::ute --nobody 1mon. (Laughter) 

\ 

";'-... Q llr. PresiQ.ent, wouid you inc!J.cate wh" ther announoanent ot change 
......... 

ot detenee setup would be •de late 1n the dar? 

THI PRISIDENT: Detenae what? 
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'mB PBlrSIDIN'l': I can't .Ue &DT prcaises; I ·aon•t tnow. 

Q Mr. President, since rou haTe told us the substance ot this let-

.ter to Karll,hal Petain, would rou care to release the letter? 
. ~ 

.~ 

'l'BE PRl!BIDJmr: No -- perao!l&l letter . 

Q Why 1a Mlbasaa.dor Leahy going oTer on a destrorer, Kr. Presidct? 

TBE PRES;u>»I': Well, because his w_ite is going, and it seems the 
' . 

eaaie~t war ot doing it. 

Q There WOUld be considerable delay in going over on a merchant ahipt 
-~ 

THE FRl!SIDliNT: Yes • 

.MR. GODWIN : Thank rou, Mr. PresidenU 

~ 
' .: 
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8JH1al. PI'••• OGDferenoe #'103-1., (C->.._""',j, ;<r>" ~J 
nan•• after ••Uaa ot A4'W'18017 Det••• oinmoll, 
WPouti'W'e otttoea ot the Wh1 te. Bouae, 
Deoe.ber 10, 19-&0, ~.00 P.K. .. \ 
'lEI PRBSJDINT: I th1Dk you might aa well all cane in. It ·will a't'e 

you rtmning around to get a 11 ttle piece here and a little 

piece tlrere, getting an inaccurate stor,. as a result, which ,-ou 
·: - '\ 

would otherwise ban to do. Am I right, !'red? (Mr. Eeear,.) 

Q (Kr. Essary) Do it ~tten. 

~ It will also preserve Steve's· OMr. Early's) sleep too. 

THE PRESIDENT: That's right. 
~ -

Well, the stor,. -- let me put it this way: About a month 

ago it became apparent that we were can.ing ' to .!\he end ot the 

study period, and had learned thereby ot certain needs. During 
• l : 

•. 

the past month the· various methods ot organization to meet those 

' ,_needs have been _studied and all manner of sUggestions had been . ' ' . . ,. 

received~ There were two or three cardinal principles which, ot· 

course, are n.ot accepted but are uDaerstood -- this is ott the · 
.. J .. ---

·•·r~cord · -:.. by editorial ~ ~ers who d~n 't know a thing about . . ' .. . . ~ .~""·. ·~ 

. . 
. . ' 

GovenuneJ;lt ·business, but ,wh9 are perfectly willing t o write ,· . ~- .. . . 
..; 

about it, and one of them is the tact that ~you cannot,~ ~der the 
- ., 

Constitution, set up a second President Df tbe United States~ .. _ 
' ' 

~ Are you back on the record? - ~ 

THE PRBSIIlENT: Yes, te.~~ about .e. prtnoip_;? · , In other~ 
c ' ... .,....<;.. 

BO.. that man can· 
. . 
Constitution states: one ~ 18 r•sponaible. · 

'<J -·. 
d!_legate, surely, but in the deleDA>t:'fion he does not delepte 

-. •. 

c'· . responsibility ••Y tram the ~timate reswnsibility that rests 

, ,1. 

. ' 
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The HCOJld prillciple 1e that th1B 1e a Ooniw.at of lna· 
....._ 

a a well ae of men, ancfr-'the a4minietrat1 n procedure baa to fol-

low as cloaely ae poesible the lawe of the United Statea, or 

aak for changes in t~e laws -- one or the other . It it is pos­

sible to accomplish better o~ganization through existing laws 

without asking for changes, that's the method of procedure.~ 

The third criterion is the thing that 1s so often forgotten 

by amateurs, and that is that in every process of production 

there are three elaments, which in practically no case vest in . 
any one 1ndi vidual's exper'ienoe. 

Let's take, as an illustration, any article: a gun, an aero-

plane, . an office desk, or a lamp. The three elements are, first, 

the ccxnbinat1on of the buyer and the user . Now, it is very im­

portant to turn out articles whiob are sati~faotori"for tA-e _.., 

buy~r ·and the user. In the case of the national defense program 

the buyer and the user, because tt is military and ~aval, are 

the two defense departments, the 'ar Department and the Navy 

Department. That 1s one element. The other two elements are 

things we have ~k:e.d .about and written about -- they are noth-
• 1.. • .. ~ :,.__ .. 

Number t~ is manage-
. \ 

ing new. They ·are management and labor. 

ment. and nmer three • . labor. 

Into the J?r~uctiQn of every article there · goe.a those_ two 
J• • 

· elaments, and as I said before, it is impossib1i1 to find any 

one Czar or Poobah or Akh'Oond, of SW.ta, who combines all three 
• 
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of those elements in h1s own person. Therefore, 'the amateurs • 

~o ta1k ·about aole responsibility in one man, prove their 

'-) 
. · .. 



.,;.,JJ 

,·. 

..9 
lf) 

( . 
1!- :· 

I 
\)" 

• 
~ 
v 

Y-
I 

·' 
~ 

'-

( 

"' . 

•• 
'10W- 3 · 

ipOl'Uoe. Robocl:r ner toad that pare.aon jet, and u I ex-
• • 

plaiDed the other dar, nobod:r did in the World war either. 

J'red (ll:r. J:ssar;y) lmowa. I al•rs uae J'red because ~ad....aD. 

myselt are cont~raries. The rest ot ;you are just childrn. 

~ 
ADd, therefore, with those two primary considerations in 

mind, tirst, that I bad to if I could, operate under uisting 

law and, seeondl;r, tind same kind or or~ization to repre-

sent those three elements, I looked around and tound what most 

everybody had torgotten. That was that a couple of years ago, 

in ~e tirst Reorganization Bill, .wasn't it, Harold? (addressing 

Budget Director Harold ~th) -- in the first Reorganization r 

Bill, we provided tor ·providing a father tor certain fatherless 
I -. . ., 

children. One of them was th~ Budget Office, as it was called 

p 
in those days, and 1t had no tathl)llr.. so, un~the Reorgani~- : ~ 

\ 
;tJioD'•Bill, we set up in the office ·or ·the President ot the ..., 

. ' • 
United States, several ottices, one of them the Of~ice or the 

orphan; .the Nationel ~ 

called at that t .iJIII!I .• 
. ~~ t. 

The S'ecreta:ey- ot the Interior WJ~.s - .. ....~.. .~ 

··on it but, obviously, it was doing as ·Dillch work tor 'othe.J': depart- ·' ,., 
·-ments ·and agencies as tor th~ 1nterior Department, eo we set up 

' ' 
.. . 

that as an oftice under the President. 
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And then there were certain remains ot what used .t9._. be called · 
\ .. .· ... 

the _National :&nergency ~oll!!.'cil, which had to be presern.d, ~ut it . 
• , ~. • .J . . 

> 
didn't belong in ·&iy one existing deJ)Brtment ot the. GoYernment • 

•• 
So we put the Ottice ot Govel'tllll8nt Report!! under the otfice ot · 

the President. What else was there, Harold? (Smith replied he 
•. f .. 
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• 
could not'1recall.) 

·Well, there are the Acbiainiatrative Aaaiatante, t~t 1a 

another. Then there •a e. clause called Clause Six, which 

eaid -- I can•t quote, but 1n ettect, ~ere is hereby author­
[of--r) 

ized\.an Office ot :&nergency K8nil.gament in the ottice ot the 
J 

President.• But I told Congress at that tt.e thAt there was 

·' 
no sutticient emergency to set it up. All I wanted was author-

i ty to set it up in case at any time in the future we needed it. 
' 

So, there it is on-the statute books, with very bro~d powers --

real powers. Have you got it there,Harold? 

DIRJ'.C'l'OR SMITH: I haven't, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: N"ver mind, it had. very broad powers. 
tft.,U . . 

Now, in that Office ot ~ergency Management, because ot 

the powers given to it, I c,an do a number ot th,1ngs. And I am 

setting up in that authori~ed Otticecot Emergency Management a - . . 
... 

~ew Qrgan1zation~ called the Ottice ~or Production ~gament 

' ' 
tor Detense. You can leave ott the two WQrds "tor Defense" it you 

- I 

! ·, · .want to. It will be called the "Office tor Production Management." 

. . . 'We then: ~ome doWn to the problem 'ot how to simplifY and 

concentrate 'resp'onsibility. And coming back to the parable ot ., 
. ~!·} 

the desk and the gun, .or whatever it is tha~ is made tor defense, 
' . 

we still have those three elements. ,And the.retore the Ottice tbr ·. 
' I • ' • 'ft... 'J 

• 

1 

. -:. .... 
' 

· Production Management will consist o~ those three elcents, · · 

divided 'among tour people-- the Director, Mr. Knudsen, and the 

"' Associate Director, Mr. Hilllllln. Th&t gives you the two elements 

. ot 'management and labor, .. and ~k' th~ element, which hi wt.t I 
~ ( . . 

call the buyer and the user, will be the Secretary ot War and 
' 

y 
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are the bu7er and the u.eer of all thee• thing• that u. 'tumid 

out. Yo!l ••• the poiDtt 

• - So from now on the reepon•1biUty for t'I11'Xling 0\lt thie 

. ' 

production and purchasing, and priori ties, those are the three 

' important things -- production, parchaaing and priorities -- will 

be in the Office for Production ~nagement. 

Q lfhat becaaes of the Defense Ccaai81ion? . , THE mESIDJ:NT: I em coming to tbat now • 
• 

' . The Defense Comaission, the Advisory Of'DD!•s1onera of the 

Council on National Defense, remain just as they are exactly, 
~ because in the case 9f &..lmost every one of the seTen they have 

a great many f~ctions, each one, which do not directly relate .. 
to production 1118llagement, such as --.- well, I will give you 

/'-
sane ~lea. . . 

• 
' ,. 

For exampl~: Stettinius, in his office, is respon~ible 
. ' 

tor the coordi:oation or the entire steel production of the united ' . ' • ' If. • .:;~ • 
0 

• 

States, of the ~lem or keeping <:>~ hand enough co~l?er e,t all 
' , , -times, or providing enough wool at all times. Now; when you 'l .... . . 

think o! i f , the maJority ~r~&ll steel .prod~~ed •go~s to civilian 
. . . l ., 

~>~, and not to defep.ee purposes. The overwhelming bulk of all cop-
' ~ 

per that 1a used in the United States goes to civilian and not · 

to defense purposes. The same thing 18 true of wool. The over-

vwelm1ng. majority of all the wool ua,t goes into ~.he clo~hing ~: 
the one hundred and twenty-five million people who are not in • •• r .. ·• ..:.r ... l 

·The 88Jile 1a true 1D the caee of Chester Davis. The great 
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bulk Of &ll aa:ricul tur&l produce goea illtO ci"r111an uae r&t~r 
• 

than ill to Arlq and BaTT uae. 

The 8&DI8 thiH 1e true ot t:ransP9rtat1on -- Ralph Budd. I 

.. .uppoae wben thia program gets goiq at ita •x1•• capacity ot 

production, somewhere between tiTe and ten per cent ot. the 

transportation ot this country will be detense transportation. 

The other niD.ety or ninety-tive per cent will be normal ciTUian 

transportation. 

And so it goes. That is why there is a very definite need 

tor the continuation o~he .work ot these Advisory Commissioners. 

But ther~ct strictly in accordance with what I have just said. 

The Advisory CQmmlss1oners, seven~t. them, each one responsible 

for his own tield , the coordination ot the civilian life of the 
~ 

nation with this Ottice ot Production Management. 
~ 

\ · . Now, there ,are tla'ee m8.1~ heads that tall under the Mtice 
.. , ~ ' 

ot Production Management. One is ·the actual production ot more 

munitions, which woul~ probably either run as one or~ization --

" I mean, as . one ·offioe, or ~wo offices, or three ottices --with 
'-. . ~ ,; ~ .. 

,..... same ot the people who are at work a t the jll"esent·) time. Il'or 
~ . instance, it ~ght · include Biggers. •It might include Stettinius . ' 

· on- the production of steel d~stings, aside tram the collection, 

ot raw materials,. which is a ditterent thiq. ~y, it is 

separate. It is~- what shall I say? what is the word? I hate 

the word "Bureau." •. . .... 
,. .-

~ A Subdivision? 
~,. 

•• • • 

.... .,. . . 
I • , 

• 

'1m PRESIDENT: It is a subd1Tision tm.der this Office tor Production t f. "'7't; 
. • I ""\ 

llanagement, a.nd it might han. sei'eral bureaus in it. ~ ) 

. . 

.. 
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Then' ·'there 1a Jiuaber two ·-- the _office with a Director 
\; '1 

tor detense purchasing, whioh. will .te headed, as it is todar, . . . 
' . 

b7 Don Nelson. Then there is the third subdh'ision, called 

the ·Detense Priorities Board, which mar shitt trom time to 

time in ita personnel. But at the present time it .,uld b~ 

ocmposed of Mr·. Knudsen and llr. Hillman; and Mr. Henderson on 

prices, because prices and prio~itiea are inttmatelr related. 

It would include Mr. Stettinius in that portion ot his field 

which relates to raw materials, and Yr. -Nelson, so that there 

will not be any clash between different articles. It would be 

run by an Administrator, who 1110uld carry out the orders ot that 

Priorities Board • . The :reason is th~s -- I will give you some 

stmple examples tor the sake ot argument; 

Suppose the production ottice wanted to buy some of -- let's 
of> 

go back to the old thing ot the desks --and there 'was an awtul 
r,'"'l. 

1 r 
shortage, and at the ~e~time Mr. Nelson in the Detense' Purchas­

~ 

ing Agenor. wanted to buy a lot of desks. In view of this short-a . ~ 
' . 

age there would pe a oontlict ot priorities, and t he two ot ~hem 
'l • 4 ' , 

w~uld take lt to.: this Px;,io~ities B~d, t .hresh th~~ tbioi out, 
\~ 1, 1 • : ~'1 ' ; 

reach ~ <j,ecision and tali the Admillt8:~rator liow those· desks' J 
• I , ~ , , I ' 1 

~ ,lj. . • .... u • . 
were to be delivered • 

1 ' ·1 

Now, 'that is the s'impl~st thing. It ~ou could have se6n . . 
some. ot the charts, and sUggestions and plans that have been . . . ) . 
made, you would give me a vote ' ot thanks tor ru{Ting gotten this 

\ ::.f j' • • . , . . . .) 

s~ple ev~luti'on ot the ' program out. ·' · 

Q Mr. President ,., do you teel fO\!. bs.ve ample powe~under the Biller gen-
. ·~ . . 

oy Act to dre~te this witho~t . going to Congress? ., . 
• (The Pr.esident did not have tims to answer before the next 

r 

' 

' 
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•• question) 

Q Ill'. PHaident, will thh be etteothe S...41atelJ? 

'mJ: PRISIDBJrr: Yes. In other words, this beins a Bol1d&J seaeon, 
~ 

with Chrlstllas qoming, it will take a little time to get the 

wordin& ot tlie Executive Orders -- it will be done bJ Executive 
Order -- and the total leqth ot time to put it i.nto actual . -

'· ettect will be eight, or say, ten days. And they (meaning . 
Orders) will be ccmi.ng along trca time to t ime. 

Q. Mr. President, could I aelt one question? You mentioned that Man­
agement and' Labor are co-e~ua1. Will Yr. Knud~en and Mr ; Billman 
have more or less co-equal positi~s on tbis? .. 

' THE PRESIDENT: I think it is fair to assume you will get unanimous 
' • 

agt'eement. 

Q. Mr. President, tn. outlining these three ..... subdivisions, you ga-.e ~~~ 
•r · a Director t or defense purchasing and- the membership ot the ·1 . ' - . 

petense Priorities Board. Is there an act ual Director ot the 
~ ,1 

.. 'f;. Purchasing Commission? 
., 

·, 
THE PRES!Dl!NT: ~bat I carefully did not giTe you -the d~tails on. I 

.~ 

. ' 1 'I used the illustr:ation that :We might have' one ot!'tice or~ we might . 1' !~ ( have one o~tice with. several bureaus in it. It is a matter ot 
pure detail • 

• 
Q. Mr •. President, wben you were describing i t.t you ~d the Secre-

. ·-. , ..., taries f?.t' War and Navy bo.th • Does that mean ~hey will vote as 
one, or haTe two TOtes? 

THE lRESIDENT: No~ they will agree. They· won't -.ote. I don't thiDlc ~- , "-
you will ner find a vote taken;, :· 

•• 

• 

--._..____..__ _ ... ~------ - - - - - - -
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Q 11r. Preeidnt, will lofr. Nel.aon ban contract eipiq power• tor 

the Artq ad Na~ 

'l'HI· PRBSIDINT: No, you can't do that under the law. He wi!l plan, 

achedule and coordinate all defense purchases, and clear all 

contracte prior to executlon. But, under th~ l~w, they ha·n, 

those contracts, to be signed by the Arm1 and NayY. · 

Q Kl'. President, is that designed, tor example, to do away with con-

know ( tlicts whiob .bave arisen when Hillman, tor example, did not 

that a contract was to be awarded to the Ford Motor Company? 

THE PRESIDENT: Look here. (Holding up chart) ThAt i~ all down on 

this line. Look at this chart . These .three subdivisions --. . 
. ... everything that is done ·-- goes on up here between Knudsen and 

~··' . . 
!Ullman, and the War and Navi. ·Everythi ng goes up that -.y. 

• - r 

Q Kr. President, does tt se·ein: t~ yo~ that you haje ample pe~sonnei 
- . . . 

&·t ~e present ~fme. ~o ca~ throu~h this program? 
./ \ ' ' THE PRESIDENT: I should say so.' 1· 

;I 
• 

• I 

Mr. President, will the Commission continue ·r 
.; 

to meet with you every 
• ~ ~ 

week as it has been? 
' t 

; 

THE PR!SIDENT: I don't know. 

. . 

, :· ! 
r 

. " · ~·! 

., 

l .. 

I 

' f 

Q Will they have headquarters in the White .Ho~se by any chance? .~ 
. . 
No, t p.ey will not. 

.. THE PRESIDENT· 
~ ' 

Q )(r. President ; do you think' there will be a material 
'\.._ 

~t the program as a result or this? 

' . 

'\ ' . 
apeediJtg up 

'ffiE PRESIDENT: I didn't say that because the program baa been speed-
,:. 

ing up every·'twenty-tour hours. Therefore, I would not put it 

that way • You· see what I mean? And let me talk ott the record ";-lr;· 

-
to you on one other thing: 

, ... ' . 
•I 

•• .. 

.· 

., · 
' 

t 

( 
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:~ The ~blq we tal.ke4 ewer a~ the ~niD& jut ncnr 1• the -
t1D4 of th1D& 70u ou' t p!'bt because people woal4 8&7 1 t ••' 

a 81• at ecaebo~. Do .J'OU reaUze tha~ e011111t1M• people han 
• 

to get the ooUDt%'1 exoi te4? Bow, all !'ight. The ooUDtr)' n .. uct 

to get excited. Therefore, I waa ticlclecl to death when Bill 

Knu4een told thoee people the other da7 that hie ai!'plane p!'O-

gram was thirt:r per cent behind. Behind whatt Did 70u eTer 

think ot that? He was trying to impress the United States With 
, r 
the need tor epeed, the need tor pushing t his thiJI&. Grendl 

So I was Tery much pleased. But what 1a he behindt Let us 

analyze • 

"i : He was behind an estimate, thirty pe,9.cent behind an 
'·. 

' f • •. 
eatilllate made back last August. Now, bybody that knowsl any-

• thing about it knows that he could haTe put it the other way 

around • 1 • It he wanted to, he could ha~" eaid, "Last ~st when 
. h . 

___. ----- . we d.idn't ~ow aeything about it, our estimate .was thirty per· 
t ~ -~..._1 

cent too high. We estimated thirty per cent higher than the .• 
'· . ' country could baTe done." I ' -~ ~ 

Now, eamewhere in there, aetual~y in between the two, .is 
f 

probably -- ,I don't want to bring good old B~ll in-- ao.mewhere _ 

in between iiee the real. trut~ . And, personally ; I think that / 

the esti.JIIate ot las~ ~st was impossible tor human beings to 

han carried out. It was -too high • . Hold it to a rule ot thumb --

. let's ear it was titteen pe;r cent too hikh. 'l'he~ w o~~, it . 
1 • -- . pe!'tect," to han been fifteen pel' cent. bette~ tlan we ¥-n b .. n; 

' ~ ' 

But the objecthe which be had in Jlind, which was a ~d one, 
~ '1 

' ' ~ .· 
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.. to •" the ,_,le 11l this ocnmtrr a 'bU M&H4. Be let 
-

th• 'bellne that we nre aotuall)" thir~ per oet 'behla4 aa4 
( ~ - . . 

that we have to speed up ·to catoh up. 

The. reaaon I NJ •ott ·the record" is that it 1a so terri-
"' . 

bl7. difficult t,o expla.i'll a t~ill8 like t~t in a sto1 or radio 

·apeeo)l to &JI7body else. But .• pqchological method fike this 

Q 141'. Preei~nt, are they very ott achedule? What do 700 expect to 

· get? 

THE PRFBIDINT: Well, it is the old sto:ey. You ban heard it before, 

~ and I think it f!_tarted with T. R. He said, "Al•ys ask tor 
. . 

twice as much as you expect to get.• 

Q 141'. President, _ as this now stacks up, will you be the top? 
• 

~ . 
'!"HE· ,P.RESIDINT: No, I am not the top, except consti tut1onal.l7. The 

• 
' I 

responsibility ot that you cannot di~est yourself ot. It rests 
" . 

•• ·in this ottice ot which Knudsen is Dire~'tor and Hillman Associate 
' I •. 

' Dire.otor, ~~ the Se~retari~s ~t War and Navy who are t .he order~~~ 
' ,, "' 
' ' . ,., . '\ I ' 

and users, ar'fl the 
1 
o:ther two peo?e. ;.'; , 

1
, ., ·, 

Q. · Mr. Pr,Siclent:~> .J~1st t o what extent can you divest ' yourselt ot 
. . . 

.. 
'1 • 

responaibUity? 
.. _,.., 
• • • 

' 
THE P.RESIIBNT: I can't, under the Concftituti<?n• · Because, untor-

.• ;., I 
I; 

· tunately, I t ook an oath. . . 
Q Mr. President, will thh Board have. power to Jllake dec1si011ll and 

all that, without reterriilg them toi'iou?• 
. t,; ~: 

mt8 TBI i'RKS t: Yes, dr • . 
1 ' 

,. 
' (I 

) 

Q Mr. Presi~nt, you don 't hav/ to give the t1Q&l appronl.f 

TBI PJUsiDINT: No, no, but' believe me, it they •k~ some kind ot a 

• .... -
, 

I t~ .' . ·- \ 

., 
' 

,. , 

. 
-----~--=--- - ~ 

. . . 

)• 

• 

•• • 

·t: • 
I ' 

\ 

•, 
I~ 



,. 

,, 

• 

, r · 
'PC)J-1.- 11 

"():·· ' 4Nt.1CIIi wbioll so-• ftOBC all4 I ay tbat 1t 18 ooat!U7 to tM 

'.! . 

MUCIII&l. illtere•t, I will probaltly call tb• 1a aD4 ay, "'lere, 
! .. 

here, .Ut 1a this?" 

-Q 141'. Pr .. 14ent, will tber ban power to -.lee loq-raqe policy 

4eo1s1oas and do planaing on a 'Droad pqe, euob ae inoreasiJl& 

the NtiO of planes that we are supplying to Britain? 

'l'BI HiEIDDT: .Ro, tbat is a military question. That 111 purely a 

' . 

' 

lllili tarr . question. In other words, the policy is detini tely 

, 

outlined. Today we gin nerything t o Engl and t hat we can poe-

aibly spare in t he jud8JD8nt of the · mili te.ry experts. 

* * * * * * 
; 

• ' . 
.I 

. .. 
' 

..t ' / . . 
\ -

,. 

.. .. .. \ 
\ 

I I I, 

:, \ 

·' 
.. ,... . 

\ . 

.. 

~. J • •. I .. 

\ 
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C<IIJ'IDIIft'IA.L 
Preas Ocmfvaoe 1704; 
ltl:eouUn otrioea ot the Wblte Hou.ee · 
Dec~ber 27, 1940, 10.45 ~.K. 

MR. DONALDSCfi: All in\ 

\ 

' . 

mE PRl!SIDEtfl.': Sorry to be late; it ian't lilY raul~ -- it's all the fault 

·or that clock the Gridiron Widon gan mel 

f Q. What time did you set that clock? 

'1'.111 PHESI.DENT: Oh, early1 Cell ae early, Mother deart 

• 

lLaughter) 

Q. Did you receiTe an opillion ·trom Mr. jaclCscc on the seizure of toreisn alrl.ps? 

•' 

THE PRI$SlDENT: No. ) I 

Q. Mr. President, the japanese press this ·morni.IIg carries r~ports that the ~ 

J 
• 

( 
United States ~11 withdraw all ita· shipping from japanese waters and 

. . 
' . ' 

also withdraw its consuls from Manchukuo and. ~apanese-occupied China; 

any comment on that? 
i ~ 

' 
- ... 

No, e~oePf' that I am interested in the source ot1it. ~ PRKSIDENT: . . 1 ... l 

•' Q. vMr .,,President. a japanese ' raider blasted out of existence the Nauru Island. 
" • i 

m.~IDENT: The wbat? (' 
;- {I 

Q. ' The Nauru I~:and, south of the "Equator. The report is that the japanese . j 
' raider • blasted the island out ot existence. ~ ,, 

...... __... - ... . .. -TBI PRESIDENT: Probably an earthquake . (lAughter) . . . 

. . ' 
Q. It had a f'lag; sir t There was a japanese nag hoisted on the earthq\1alce1 

/ 

THE . PRESIDENT: 
' . 

That's awf'ully interesting. That's -- wha~ do you call it-? 
. . 

-- seismological. ' • 
. . 

.. 

Q_.Tbat is an i sland with a British mandate that was toxmerly German. This ia 
•.t ~ t~~ 

Austra'lian neWII giTen., ~ut bY_ the .. Austral~~ Fees. . . . . .., , 
'IKE ~l!SIDENT: With that loDg history, but DO tuture h1'sto1')'. -
Q Who ia going' to conduct the funeral ceremonies? ( I.a~ter) . ' 

. . . . 
• 

---'-..:.~..:........:·:....:· - - - . --

!' 
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' . . . 
Q Ill'. PNe14eiS! tbe ••sp•Uon baa been_ made --

Till PRISIDDI'l': ( 1nhrpoe1Dg) 'l'his 18 a ~ery . inter .. t1Dg conter.DOe;· so alaead. 
\ . . 

Q '!'be augeeUon as been _ade b)' lleTeral Seator11 that this Gonmaat now 

-take the .lead in trylng to establiah a negptiated peace, or take an a~ti~e 

pert in auoh an ettort. Have you &DJ' .co.-ent?. 
I 

mE PRESIDJ:m': The easiest •Y ill to say, I ha~e no DIWS on that. 

Q Does that imply there is someth1Jlg going on? ·' 

, mE· PRES;t:Dl!m': I just said I have no Dewf on that. 

Q Will there be 8CII1e news OD that SWlday \.igbt? 

• THE.PRESIDl!Nl': I c~ot tell; I ~ave only got t .o Dratt No. 2 . 

·~ ~ Yr. President, there were publish~d in the Congressional ~~cord today some 
I ; . . ' letters from Nichol as Murre.y-Butler to youauggestlng the a_dvisab111ty ot . . . • .·' 1 

-fo~ng a Depa.rtment o_r lllsular Possessi9ns, in ·v~ew -of our acquisition of 

' leaseholds. Have you a.J;l.Y comment? ' 
.. . ' ... 

• 
'!HE PRE3IDEN1' :. No,· I don~ t think I .ba ve , any. alws on that , . either. 

. . '-.... . • I 

• .! ~ ~. Presidant, do you have any ne.~s hli t~ Reuther plan? 

. }. 

i 'IHE ·PRESIDENI': It is being studied. It Was ·unfert~en with the ut)!lost serious-

Dess ... It 
' .. .. . " ' . \ } . . 

is &question of induSt~~al p~duction t~at none of us would . . ~ - ....... . . -. .... 
I 

1 really knOW anything about Or be able tO Offer any Opinion abOUt. until 
·. . ~ . , 

turther .study, 'land that study is being given to it; and tt -we can work out 
t • t! . . ' som.etbiilg that will be helpful, it will be a real contribution. . . 

·~ -· . 
~ That will require plans tor the -flltirT tnaustry, won't it? 

' . . 

... 

THE PRESIDENr! Tbat is being doae. This is a li~t~ qitterent method . It ia ., 
a question ot technical mit.nagemeut. It I were -- what do 'you ca~l thell? --

~ a COJIIItftator, I •Ofld stop, and just S'f i .t was beyond my ken. _ 
·~ . \ . MR. · GOI1NIN: It }'Quh rere a o0111aentator, you would not stop -- I'll tell you tbat t 

(/ 
They· never dot (Laughter) '1'01 whom did you turn over thi8 plan Murra:r gave · .. , 

• I 
·. 

. . ( 

I , . 
'· J -----
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'lEI PRBSIDINI': To the Knudsen crowd. That includes ArtiJ:y and Na..,- • - -
J 

- Q. Kr,. Pr.aident, ~~ i~ suggested that you may han had scmething to do with 

; . 

this air true• O't'er Br1 tain and Gel"'ll8.lly. 
\ 

'mE PRESIDENT: Air wba.t? 
,. .-

Q. Truce. ' . 
•. 

. ~ .. 
I ~ 

. ~ 
I THE ffiESIDENT: No, I don't think so. 

Q. :ur. President, J.s there anything in regard :t'o the alwiilD.\Dil ' supply? 

'lD PRESIDENT: No; again I would not care to colllll18nt .-.· 

.. . . · 

'. 

• 

Q. Mr. President, when will the Executive Orders be out on the new' :Production 

-.c,\ 
Mallagement? 

i . -
. THE PRESIDENT; Tb.ey 1~e being ~rked ~ ~t the present t_~e-~don't ~~when 

the Budget and other people will have them rel}o'iy in: a few days . ' · · 
.. ~ . ~ 

Q. .·Mr. ·Pre;Bident, in your discussion wfth the ~dget; can: you give us· ~Y 
. .,, _ I · . . 

tentativ:e figures? I han seen reports ,you are thinking about ilO;ooo,ooo, 
.. \. ' ' 

'mE PREsiDENI' : I haven't even seen an over~_).l ~6tai; I hope to get. it in about 
,, 

· !1 ve minutu. 
;f ~·· \... ,_ 

• 
1 

; 
< 

. 

.-

Q. Do you intend to . have- a Budj et Press Conferedd-e? -~ . ~ ... '.1 ·I' .. ... 
' 

L 
·t ' 

........ 
'--

___,1 
~~ THB PRESIDENT: 0,. yes! . . 

. 't " 

' lo,:-. 

Q. Do you propose 
" I 

to go to Congress ih person, or. haven't. you thought ot that? . -
. ' 

'mE PRESlDENT: I don't know; I haven't thought of it. 
·! .. ; ~.. . . 
• 

Senator Bar~l~s here, 

or was 'here yesterday, and I probaply w6n•t take_ it. up until the ~peaker 

gets back. Ot CoUrse 1 always fit t he time to t he conv._e!lience ot Congress. 

. ' • . I 
It may be the 3rd or 4th, or it might' be .the 6th. 

I 
~ You mean ~or the Budget Message? 

I 
' 

1.• 
'IHE PRESIDENT: o, no --. the J\Dn~' Messaf$e . .- Tb.e Budget ~ssage would noraally ..• 

'· ~ .... -
toll ow along tb.e next day. 

' . .. . 
t,_' • .. " 

--._; 

~ 

~ 

• 

~ 
'. 

~ 

·I . ' • . 
' . ' J 

I '· 

I ) u 
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mE ~Dim': 
.1.,.1 i 

1' J Q There i a a story that Senator W.nton will join your 

Sclletiaea; last year it was the tirat da7. 

~ 

• 
'lHll: PRESIDEm.': I hann't got any news on that. 

start, ai;r. 

Q I t~ink this ia the first Press Conference since a German official apokea-, 

~ man in Berlin declared that the sei~re ot foreign-flag shipa in 

.American waters would be a "warlike" act and spoke ot our foreign policy 

. "l 

I ' ' 
as one ot "pinpricks"' • 

. THE PRESIDOO: We haven't got any "official spokesman": 

Q When do you think you will be finished w1 th your speech for Sunday night? 

THE ,PRESIDENT:· As fou know, Steve (Mr • . Early) will ask t or it about l o'oloclc; . ~ . . ' 
• ' I aJi.d I will get it to him as soon as I can. The ·...ay it is going, it is 
~ ' ~ 

pretty difficult t o put twq hours of what I want to say into halt an hpur. 

I doubt very much ff steve will have it before 4 or 5 o ' clock in the .. 
j '· afternoon . 

I' I 

I ' 

.. 

.J 
.. 

MR. EARLY: 5 or 6. 
J 

' ) •' t., -
'Q Have you thought about the Firs~ Circuit judgeship assignment? 

empty a long time. 
"' .11 

' 

It bas been 
r:"~ 

. 'l'HE_PRESIDENT: No . 

• 

.. . 

' I . I ' ~ ' I• 

Q H<?!' about ,the Gove~of of Puerto Rico 8lld Virgi\l_ Islands? 

THE PmsirlENT: Not ready quite yet. 

Q Wouldn't. this be -- this being a dull day -- a ~ed t 1me to tell us what 
' . 't. -.you alia going to talk about Sunday night? 

'mE PRESID.I!Nl': I have only I!Pt to Draft No. 2; Draft No . 7 or 8 may b'e nry .. 

. different • 

• Has ~cretary ·Stimson submitted his resignation? 

No,~f course not. . , • 
I 

·' 

• 

, • 



I 
I 

/ 

' 
1'104 -- .5 

.. 
Q Do 7011' baT oo .. ent on the letter you reoe1Ted r-~.ter~ traa. the 

170 proaiDent people? 

'lEE PRESIDlml': . No. 

• 

• 

Q Abo,ut t~t story on wi~hdf-wing all shipping fl'Ola J'a~. you said you w~ 
. . 

like to hear the ltource ot it. 
'"'\ ./ . . . 

( 

'mE PRESIDENT: · · I han nenr hear'd .o,t rt before. . . 

. . / 

Q S"ell!ltor Thomas said that we are negotiat,_ng for bases co.-ering the western 
<.. 

ent nee to the Canal . • 
.., . '-

. "' It' s remarkable what people will say\ 

I ' 
I • , 

Q · One. JDI;)rt? <i)lestion, Mr. President; Have you made up your milld about the 

Londqn ·~bassadorship? . . 

THE PREsiDENr : No, not yet. .. 
MR o GOI1.'iiN: Thank y'au. Mr o President t 

l .. 

• •I 

)· 
/ 

r 

\~ 

. . 

r' • 

1 

"\ 
. ) 
;J, 
~ 

· "'- · ( . • • I 

r 

I .. 
• 
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• 
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OCIIJ'1DIIl'LtL • 
l"l'e•• . Coate renee ·#705, 
:laouUn ot~e• ot Ue lhite '1{0u•e• 
Deo.Uer 31, 1940, 4 .• 10 P.M. 

• 

' ( 
'1m: PRISIDIIT: Where' • the tat boy? 

. \ 
Q Be 1 • reatiq up tor Nil11l Year' a :!Yet (Laughter) 

. 
. ! ,· : . , 

.. 

.. 

... .. 

'l'ID: P.RBSIDDl'l': 
. . . . . ,.-
Probably made a aiatake in hie calendar and thought it was 

yeeterdayt · (More la~ghter) ,Jieally, i ,en 1 t Earl here? 
. ~ 

Q No. 

THR PRESIDINT: Kay (~y Craig), ·you· · sit down there. 
4 

MAY C;RAlG: Th.ink I should? 
. r . . 

'lEE PRESIDENT: Sit)aown t~ere. (She did so.) -
MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

·~ 

. ,. 
ofo T o . 

' · .. 

THE PRESIDENT: I suggested it was sahr f?r my health t o have the windO.a 

open behind me so that the dratt would' bl ow from ~ to you rather than • 

ffr~ you t~ me •• 

Q It '.s a l1 ttle early, 
• ,-l ' . . 

Mil. President\ 
• 

(Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: 
I • ' • ' .;;\ ·~ 

So m~ people have coi'ds around' these parts-; the White Ho~e 
~ ~- . '. is no exception -- a lot ot co'lds around here. 

. . ;;' ' -.:, 
I ... 

I don't t~~ I've got anything~- ·not ~oday. ~. 
I -

,., 
' 

~ . 
Q ~· ~sident_, do you have any coliiiUnt o?,y< reaction to t~e stateme!).t 

~'Xl Mr. J!tler'e order o~ the day to the~ a:nnies in which he men-
. .., ·-' I! \...;, 

tione~ .~emocracies? 

'!HE ~IDl!Nl': i:laven't heard of it. 
•' 

I -...:. 
Q Had yo)J. seen any of the reaotion to y;:.our speech 

I. • . " ~ ., • l • j ~ 
• 0 ( J • . ~ . 

'l'ID: ~IDBN'l': Oh, yes, this mornills'• paper.· · 
\ . . 

. ~ 
• 

.. 

Q xr. Presi.dent. ~ pres~ ill Gemany this ·~·moon cbargea that your speech 
~ 

' as tilled with notorious untruth~;- .it was atale, ~·tetul, a!Dl . tille~ 
o- .~ I 

-
.. 

. 
' 

t 
~ .. · .. 



4. "o'- a 3~0 
( 

-. 
... 

)'our nr&Oit)'. \More laughter) Would )'OU like to CQIIIIIIUl'tf 

TBB PRESIDDIT: I don't think ~o. \ 

Q \Jan 10~ co .. eDt on the st~tement 

• ' : 

' )'e&hrda)' ot Verne Maralall about the 

..j'~ .,, 

, 
) peace propOsal that was said to h&fe been brought to you bf. W. R. D&Yi~?· ' · . 

...... . 
'1m: PRESIDENT: 

r-"" 
I don't think eo, any mor'e than )lbat. the State ~nt 

, I • I 
· J 

said. 

Q Do you plan any conversations now. w1 th . thevirish Legation here ·looking 

toward cooperation. on those ports? 
·, .. 

·. • I 

'Jli.ll: PRESIDENT: No • 

Q I was talk:1ng about some remarks in your speech that Ireland was in danger. 

Anything t .urther on that? : 

Q. "Can' you say anythi!ng about whether or not 'the Productio~ Management will 
': ' 

'give any 'increased authority to those people ot the· 'Defense 'commission 
1 ~···· . ' .. . . ~-· 

on the question of decentralization? · 
. r i. ; 

THE PRESIDENT! No. 
.;.., fl • • 

That is ~ terribly general questi~n; c~ rou giv.e me a 

..... -
ape c itic . case:?. 

·'t Will Mr. Davitr,- for 
~ 

example, hr ve any more 
'. 

tra1ization of ple~ts? • 
'mE PRESID.EN'l': What Mr. Davis? 

Q Mr. Chester Davis. 
;\. 

•• 

' 
authori.ty to· plan t.or decen-, 

·. •·. 

' 

• 

i 

.9 . 
' _; ·THE PRESIDErfl': No, tbat would b&ve to be tak!n up with tlle whole AA.2~ry 

oo Committee .,_ Two or" th8 JMmoers of the new Office of Produ~ Manage-
~ - . - . 1:"C'<>....,.....,,'~iun~J I 

• tt ment are members ot · tbe Advisory CCIIIIinil ttee. 
• '• '-.., I ' ./ • . - ~ ·' 

Q . There. bave " een sane reports, Mr • . President' that tb,ey han not been able 
(· .._, 

l · 
to get their ideas on decentralization across because they lacked 

,. 
autliarit~ .· 

·""' •, .,. .. 

u 

r 
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~­

'!Ill JIRISU 1': .btboritTt • ., 
' . I . Q IA.oke4 authority to ge~ it· Across to .their o• Mabers. . ; I .--m PRBSl~: Tbat'a nllttt-; it doesa•t make MDse. (Laughter) 

" 

., . 
-· \ \ Q Kr. Pr4'sidellt, in ;your speech Sun4a;y night ;you spoke ot tlle t~ct that this 

~- ~ 

' 

"' oountey has DO inteuti~~ ot sending an expeditionaey torce outsi4e our .. . . . . . / ,, . 
borders. SCIIUI newspapers and some .U.bers ot Congress ive mde the. ·. 

.:,.~ that ~1!01 thcUBI>t you ohculd have. been more .;;;i. c11t1~ ,..ntioned 

the individual armed ;orces. The;y thought not mentioning the Navy, tor t__ • • ~ 

example; there still was a poasibiiity that n .migbt seDd a ~val force. 
~-Would you care to co111111eut on that?' 

THE PRESIDENT: · Onl;y this: I read all kinds of things in/ te-e paper that I -
- • personally had never tho~t of in my life. I f ind interp~tationa 

galore in_ .t,lle Press and in the Congress that just hit me between the 
• - r, .... 

eyes ,becau~e I ba~ never thought of ~hem . 
t i J. • 

Q. Some of those -interpretations in Mr. Wheeler's speech last n1ght, ' lr1r. · . . . 
President? 

_/ . . ... ,. 
(HE PRESIDENT: . ~ dq~'t know; I di~_'t get a chance to• re~d it • 

. -- fpl"' . ' . Q. Refe~ring back . to ~the Defense Prpgram for a moment, there' have been ~.,. 
~ . ./ . lot ot labor protests ov,er the last~ Ford contract. 4. "'-...... • ~ 

lEE PRBSIDENr: I thi,nk· that is a matter ~der discussion up there .at the . .,. .. I \ . .. • 

present time. I don't -~hink t ,here is any news on it. I do know that ' . . . 
/ 

it· is und~ iDT~stiga~ion and study and discussi~n and everything el8e 

up .there~ ·the ,Office ot. Production Maneg.-nt and in the Office ot the Cc:.~ISsW....] · . 
Advisol"J, ounc11 · an~ in the lAbor Di]l8rtment and Wages end Hours and • 

' 
• l f • 

NLRB and I .'t!hink. a lot 'ot otq.er fla~~s. 
' J l .... • I f"~! ( 

Q. What are yoll1' Tie_n _on t)wlt, Mr. , 'Prea1dent, not li8C~Ssarily th~ J'ord .' 
I . . ) ' . . C0111pe.n;y def•n~e contracts but' 'in _general? - ' 

' . 

. : 

·: 
'· -

• 

• 

·- - -----~-----~ -----''--~~------'-
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\ 

• • na JOU ut • tat, it 1e a 11 tUe bU •• 1t ,-oa hal. 

.. a4 •· ••. ~._ people did bact at the tiM ot tu n a ' ait-4oa 
I '> 

• atria, 'whether ' it •s lepl. Well, DOW, to ·ave ana• d tat quea-. 
~D that daf would av; be~n veey: bad governing ot the 0 ed st1lt .. , -

' because the ·objecti'Te was to end that strike witbout bloodshed. Ot 

' course it was illegaJ._-- everybody knsw that. lt ~s a questiolr-~~ 
\ . 

should not have been asked at that · time, because we had a much higher 

objective in mind tmn to pass on the legality or it; we bad in mind 

the objective or getting the peopl~ out· or the factory wi~out .bloo~~ 

shed and without ca.lling out the troops. I suppose t _hat i~ the best 
') 

illustration I can give • 
.... "~c ... . 

Q Mr. President·~ do you hav~ any comments to make on your conference with 

14r. Berle today on the St .• Lawrenc~ Waterway? ,. 
THE PRESIDENT: No. They are getting, I think, to 1!he point where they--hal:_e 

/' 
a substantial agreement 

and the next step is to 

gard to it. 

• 
in mind between t~ United states and canada, 

talk with Tarious leaders on the Hill in re- · 

• . 

~ Would you discuss the question ·vd:J.et~er it would be a treaty or legifla~ive 

action? · 
' ~, 

• ........... •• Q 
THE PRE::>IDENI'; That is one or the question'S involved. ' 

Q They are taking that up? 

'IE£ PRXSIDBNr: Yes. ' \ 

. '· 

• Q l!r. Pres-ident, do you have any comment to make on t~ s.uggestions mad\t . . ( 

in scme so\frces -- 'mably,. Al ~t~, ror example -- that these varioua \ 
r:-· • r. • ' • ,__... . 

orgallizations such aa tba William Allen White Committee ought to "pipe 
• . 

.. down" and let the GoverDIIlent· run the foreign poUcy? 
, 

- 'lB.B: PRESIDENI': Soaetilles I ban that idea, ail.d soaetiUa I'm "agin" it, de-
• 

... 

I 
t • 

> . . 
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. / 

· ... ~~"~ Oil 111l1tb a,. tho,. or&Uisatiou are 't;a41q. .(x.a:'~~•r) 
J ~ • I . • 

~ Jtr.- .Prea1dat, hay you bad any recent CODTeraaUou ar ooDtenDOe8 ' 
t I ~ ~ - • " • '• ~ .· / - . 

wbich would lead yo~ to. expect 8J17 iainallt chug .. a tM pe~~l · r 
• 1 • . • ·=· , 

...... -- .. 
of th~ Defenae ~~salon? 

. ' 
'"' 

'1'HI l'RISIDENT:. . N~ J 
o I ~ 

.. . 
Q. Ill'. Presidlmt, ban you made up 'your mind are going to send to ,. 

. ..;'~ . -
. · Puerto "Rico as GoTernor? 

TBJI: PRl!:SIDl!:&T:. ~ think ~hat will go up h omorrow. · ( . . . 
\ 

MR. EARLY: .Not tom,orrow. 

mE PR&SIDENT: The firs/ day. .. · · ,;:; , _-.· ·r 

" Q llr. President, you lent a ~essage to the King of Italy ·aDd -- which ·wi_fhea , . 

1 

. the Italian peopie ~\ce next yea~;_;would:: ·it be pe~missible tp draw a 
j \ ~ 

\. 
drstinction between Mr. Mussoli~i and the Itali-en peop~e? 

'nil PBJISIDDIT: . You started to say, the King of Italy and the Ql.leen of. Italy~ 

• 

•, 

( Laught' er) 
• r 

No, those messages be~een· head~ ~f peoples are drawn up .. 
between 'tht" foreign offices; nobody. shOUld re~;d anything into that type . . . . . 

No, there . wouldn't l>e very much on that.~ You .lcnow the plan; . ~ . . 

you know' the situation. A ~lan of that kind, after all, req~re~ · fai~ly 
- . "- . ·' J 

• • '• On! • '\ . 

' general language, because, for example, it cClJl·'t ill be 1n the deta-1111; 
~ • ~ J /' 

it can't be co~_ered by :~aple.te •legia,~~:"e de~ail. I -riu __ s ; v;;rou a 

very silllplJ"- e:ram~e: It we w~re to S'e~d ·three anti-aircratt gulls- onr 

t o Engl~d and one of them ~a ' put ~p op t,tlf!t ~st coast of s 'cotland) . 

. and neyer was fire_~ -- put up ·as ~t 9f their uti-aircraft defenses 

"' and never was fired but. WaS kept in g9od' order;' well, ObTiOU8lJ i 

' ·(~ I . 

: 

. .. 

. I 

,\ .. 

,. ~ ... '\.. 
' ... . . . j 
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~ su ~4 e~ ~c~ -- 1i~e anual .PIL• All rip1i, ,~ 

so that na tired a good ~ t-imes but waa aUll all right except 'that 
. . 

it needed relining; if 1t ·as relined 1t would be just as good as be-. . 
tore, aad ...... befare it was returned to us, -samttbod)' relined 11i on,: there. 

( 

.An4 your' third gun happened to han a bc:&b dropped right square on top ., 
ot it. and u · ~· bent 'all to pieces. and could not h retiU'Bed and ~ould 

' 

not be reps. ired and cou·ld not be !PUt in shape;- then the,. would han to 

giTe anoth8r _gun in P!ace of it. That is what I call ~etail . · The 

. objective is to get ~n back tor each of those. ' 

(~-.'-~ ~ q~estion was. direct~d specifical1; to· the nature of le~islation, if . . . ~ . . . . . . 

t 

. ) 
legislation Will be necessary. . . ' 

.·, . 
' THE PRESIDENT: Well i if TOU nave any idE!aS on it. it 'will be very helpful, 

· because what· I want to · do is to get legislation in such language that .-· 
• • ... 4 • • • 

we get three guns back. You see the point? We don 't know whether i! . . 
. •·: . 

;_io;· 

would be the same gun in the first pl~e, o~ the second ~ reU.ned, or 

a coapletely itew,. different gun· in the third place. I wo~d like to 
' I ~ • 

• I 

\ 
; . ~ ~ 

,· r haY& SO!Jlebo'dy put that in language fOX: me, 
.. . 

rubber or something else? Q. Does that have to 
c . 

be a gun·, or coUld. 1 t be tin or 
' . • I 

• 
. . '· 

'lHE PRESIDENT: 
' ~ 

That depends{.:.it ~ight be tin or rubber; in other words, a -... 
' .. 

replacement · that could be 4ecided on by t-wo friendly nations., . . .. 
;. 0 -

Q. Mr. 'President, could it. be islands off the Atlantic coast? -· 
mE. PRESIDJ!NT: Oh, no, ~o, no! That's silly·. . . 
Q. Mr. President, ·are you malci1lg any New Year resolut-ions? 

. . . . . I '\ 

'.im!: PRESIDENT: I .lfill make the usual one -- make a resolution to . try ~o be 
,_ . . 

on tilll8 at Preas ConferenceS' -- and it ne'ter works\ 
, .. '!,. ,, " 

Q ~- ~hat th~ o~,. one? j .. 
(Laughter) 

. . ·' .. . . 

The onl,. onea ·I know ot that are serious. . . .. . • • . ' • 

- ' 
' . ~ 

• . -... 

t ~ 
·• . 



•. 

• 

• • 

.. 
' ' 3 

• 
' Q llr. Prea161at, .oaa ,.ou tell u, do ,.ou haYe • ap:pi'OZSate elate oa .. 

,. • 
11h1oh ,our lead-le... plan will so. 1ll~ etfeott . 

. t. .-

'1m: PIISIJIE-11'1: fteUYel' CODSHU aota 'on it. 
) 

··;·,. 

Q Do rou han an idea when the Br;itiah will be · rwmi)l8 out ot oaeh? 

TO PRISIDINT: No, DO, DO • . I Would not . :.~l'1'1 .,n awtul lot. ~bout that. In· 
-,_ 

other 110l'b, they are •DOt goi)l8 to be eolYinlt ne~ ~clq an4 inaolnnt 

, the week atter • 

JIAY CRAIG: Thank you, Mr. Presidentt 

'lRE PRKSIDEHT: .All right, llayt Happy New Year to 

Q (llalJ7 Toicea) Happy New Year to yout 
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