CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #7.40,

Executive Offices of the Prasipant,

May 2, 1941, 10.50 a.m., E.S.T.

THE PRESIDENT: Are we taking Earl (Mr. Godwin) with us? I thought you were
going to be Apple Blossom Queen (laughter) -- I mean Apple Blossom King.

LR. GODWIN: No, sir.

Q@ What gender did you say?

THE PRESIDENT: Are you going to do that down there?
(Mr. Godwin laughs)

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I thought that's why you were going. I didn't say
Applejack King, I said Apple Blossom King. {laughtari

MR. GODWIN: I would like to go. They forgot %o tell me.

Q@ TYou'll have to hitch-hike. (laughter)

MR. GODWIN: The ﬂpplejaék King! (laughter)

THE FRESIDENT: In the old days in Dutchess County -- (to the reporter) don't
take this down --

iR, GODNIN: (interposing) I may be down there tomorrow.

THE PREEIBENI: That would be nice. Yes, yes.

You have had this mimeogrqphed? (turning to Mr. Early)

MR. EARLY: It's all ready.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I have sent a letter to lir. Knudsen and lMr. Hillman. Steve
(Mr. Early) will have it ready for you when you go out. It is:

"My recent discussions with you have emphasized in my mind
the urgent necessity of expanding and speeding up the manufacture
and use of critical machine tools. I have watched the steady and
substantial growth of the machine tool industry during the past

months. At the same time I have seen the critical machines in
our defense plants used in an ever growing number of hours each




Q@ Mr. President, in that connection, have the plans been worked out to speed
ﬁp plane production by having auto and pPlane manufacturers turn out about
500 four-engine bambers a month?

THE PRESIDENT: I couldn't tell you any figures, but naturally, of course,
that has been under way for several months; getting auto manufacturers
%o turn out something. It is not a complete plan.-- turning out parts
toward a plane.

MR. GODWIN: Mr. Preaidaﬁt} your reference to the men to work the machines

strikes me as haiﬁg an interesting part of that letter. I think the
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week. I know that this increase has been caused by the hard
work of yourselves, of your associates and of the men who manage
and work in the plants throughout the nation.

g |

"But it 1s not enough. The ever increasing demands for muni-
tions, planes and ships, caused by the eritical situation which con-
fronts our nation, requires that they be produced in even larger
quantities and ahead of the schedules assigned to them. It is essen-
tial that industry continue to increase the number of vital machines
manufactured and that every single critical machine in the United
States be used the meximum number of hours each week.

"Every effort should be made to utilize to the very limit
those critical machines; if they be in defense plants by inereased
hours of operation on the work at hand; if in other plants by find-
ing defense items or parts for them to make or, as a last resort,
by moving the tools to defense plants where they may be urgently
needed. 1

"Our problem is to see to it that there is no idle critical
machine in the United Jtates. The goal should be to work these ¥
machines twenty-four hours a day and sewen days a week, relieving
the machines only for such time as is required for overhauling and
repair.

"The country should be further combed for men who have had
experience on these machines. We should ask them to transfer their
efforts to this operation which is so essential to our defense. No
effort or justifiable expense should be spared in speeding this
program, in order to obtain the objective which our national interests
require.

"Workers and managers will, I believe, join with you with
spirit and determination in pursuing and achieving this goal at
the earliest possible moment ."
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country thinks that there are nnt‘anough skilled workers on those mauhinaa.
Is that correct?

THE PRESIDENT: There are a great many skilled workers who are capable of
running mechines who haven't been married to the machine vet. In other
words, they are doing something else, and that ineludes, of course =--

a thing which we are beginning to realize from experience, and there
are a certain number - not very many - in other words, it's not worth a
lead -- all people who are subject to the draft or have actually been
taken for Selective Service who are capable of working these machines,

MR. GODWIN: Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) So the War Department at the present time is

making a recheck and a new study, so that we will not turn into an artillery-

man, or an infantryman, or engineers, the younger men under 35 who are
perfectly capable of running the machines. I might say the same thing --
this re-study based on experience is being made in certain professions.
Well, just for example, a youngz man who is on his way to being a doctor
Oor an engineer, he probably should not be turned into an infantryman
because we want to keep the flow of the young men of the country into the
-- what might be called -- the necessary defense professions. We know
probably that we would need to keep the flow going in doctors and engineers.
I was talking yesterday with the Cabinet -- we were all joking more

or less -- as to what professions would work in and what would not, and
we decided that lawyers, like myself, and newspapermen, like you, would
not come in as an essential profession. (laughter)

€ Mr. President, did you say that you can put these machines on a 24=hour,
7-day basis and they will find enough men --

THE PRESIDENT: (interpnging} Yes, we think we can.
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MR. GODWIN: Mr. President, as I happen to be a member of this local draft
board machinery, it is perfectly impossible from the War Department's
stuff that we have before us to differentiate these men. They have got
to get somewhere near the draft or into the Army before the War Depart-
ment will ever find out that they are capable of working --

THE PRESIDENT: lintarpnsing} Yes, that's it. That's exactly what I mean.

Q Does thia imply a new inventory of machine tools in the country?

THE PRESIDENT: I couldn't tell you that, whether they have got it now or not;
I don't know.

Q The National Association of Manufacturers made a great to-do on turning
over to Knudsen and Hillman their survey of the middle-sized plants, and
the Army and 0.P.M. already have the large-sized plants.

TEE FRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

€ Now, how much farther does this go?

THE PRESIDENT: It goes down to the smaller plants.

Q@ They claim they go down to five-men plants.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that's right. Perhaps the Army had same of them bafo;a-
hand. They may have had a lot of smaller plants too. In other words,
this is a pool of information.

Q What I am trying to get at -- what could Knudsen and Hillman do now?

THE PRESIDENT: Just as I said in the letter. In the first place, to get a
pool of all the useful or potentially useful machine tools in the country.
Whether it is -- whether there is one of them in the garage at Hyde Park,
we will be under- the five-men plant basis, right down to the smallest
plant that you are talking about.

Number two, either use them where they are, or move them where they

can be used.
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Q Oh, yes.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And the third, to comb over the men again to
see if we can't get enough of them to man all of these machines.

Q@ In that connection, what about the man who is already in the Army and it
is then found he could operate one of these tools?

THE PRESIDENT: That is part of .the study.

Q Shouldn't he be taken out of the Army and put on this job, or would part
of his job =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) That is being studied now.

Q Mr. President, the London reports this morning speak of a British desire
for more active participation on our part in the economic blockade of
Germany. Would you care to comment on that?

| THE PRESIDENT: You would have to ask the State Department .

Q It speaks particularly of the desire for general freezing of Axis funds.

2 Do you have a new job for Myron Taylor (President Roosevelt's special
representative to the Vatican)? I understand he has taken a house here.
Is he going to be given some new set-up? | :

THE PRESIDENT: DNot that I know of. I don't think that he is quite ready to
work yet. I hope his health will be improved very soon, but I do not
think it is to be taken up yet.

Q@ Is there anything new on the Coast Guard?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

@ Mr, President --

Q@ (interposing) Mr. President, did you see John Cudahy's (Ex-Ambassador to
Belgium) sfary this morning that the German government had made a study
of a possible invasion of the United States?

THE PRESIDENT: No.




'THE PRESIDENT: ' No, no. -(laughter)

mo—-6 R

Q Mr, President, anything new on the appointment of a minister to New Zealand?
THE PRESIDENT: Minister to where?
Q New Zealand.

.-"'-F'-

THE PRESIDENT: Négui-haven't heard a word.

Q Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the mission of your son,
Captain James Roosevelt?

THE PRESIDENT: About what?

Q About the mission that he is performing?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea. You would have to ask the Marine
Corps.

Q@ Mr. President, as a matter of fact, in your letter to Knudsen, did you say
that there would be sufficient machines supplied so as not to increase
the hours of work?

THE PRESIDENT: We hope so.

Q DMr., President, is there anything new on the appointment of a Supreme Court

Judze?

CONSTANTINE BROWN: NMr. President, any amount of stories are floating around
abo&t large quantities of gasoline and oil going to Japan persistently
up to now. I have not checked this. It is difficult to check up on
that, but do you know anything about it?

THE FRESIDENT: You can get the figures. Of course, you have to di fferentiate.
When you come down to -- gas and oil is a pretty broad term. I think
the State Department and Department of Commerce have the figures on what
is going out in some of the categories that fall under the term.--1I

haven't got them, =-

Q@ Is there any pan --
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THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) -~ octanes, and things like thaf.

Q High strategy.

Q Is there any plan to reduce those exports?

THE PRESIDENT: No. You would have to ask the State Department.

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.

Q@ Mr. President --

Q@ (interposing) Mr. President --
( laughter)

Q@ (interposing) Mr. President, there has been a report here that you might
transfer some of the administrative agencies to the Middle West.

THE PRESIDENT: No, you know what the housing problem is here. I think that
Mr. Carmody (Administrator, Federal Works Agency) has been looking around

to see if there was any modest, self-contained unit which could be moved

out of Washington to some point nearby.

Q@ Mr. President, nearby?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got any details.

Q@ One of the.agencies mentioned was the I.C.C. (Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion). I thought that might go to the Middle West.

THE PRESIDENT: I hadn't heard that.

Q@ Thank you, sir.

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, lir. President.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #741,

Executive Offices of the President,

May 16, 1941, 10.40 A.M., E.S.T.

(Press Conferences for May 6, 9 and 13 were canceled due to minor
illness of the President) |

MR. GODWIN: How do you feel, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Coming along all right. Still feel a little week, but
otherwise I am coming along all right,

- 1R« GODWIN: TYou look swell.

THE PRESIDENT: Complexion is better, and everything else. It's a good thing.

FEMALE VOICE: He looks very nice.

Q@ I see Steve (Mr. Early) sneaked away.

THE PRESIDENT: Isn't that funny? It appears every time that this Pinehurst
tournament is on, something terribly important is on too, and we catch
Steve out.

@ Is he inspecting something?

THE PRESIDENT: I understand last night he had to issue the White Hﬁusé state-
ment through McDermott (Michael J. McDermott, Chief, Division of Current'
Information, State Department).

MR, GODWIN: Yes.

Q@ We understand it too.

THE PRESIDENT: Poor old Steve called up from Pinehurst this morning. (he
laughs)

I don't know why everybody's coming in. I haven't any news, and I
haven't prepared any news.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think that I have any news. I have got so much that
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I haven't even tried to find something for you.
(slight pause herse)

Q Mr, President, do you think there is likely to be.a change in the status
of Martinique?

THE PRESIDENT: I can't answer hypothetical questions.

Q Mr, President --

Q (interposing) Are you asking Admiral Leahy (U. S. Ambassador to France)
to come back and report?

THE PRESIDENT: I th;nk that is a hypothetical question too. I don't think
there 1s anything in it.

Q@ Mr. President, what is the status of Franco-American relations on the basis
of the statement which you issued last night?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there is any more news than what you have got;
you have got all there is.

Q Er -- if there should be any --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Hypothetical! (laughter)

% You mean the status, Mr. President?

Q@ Isn't it true, sir, that you made that statement -- that is, your statement
that was made over the heads of the govermment to the French people?
At least that is the way --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Just.apoka for itself.

@& And at the same time our Coast Guard took over?

THE PRESIDENT: That is interpreted perhaps on your part. (he laughs)

Q Does the diplomatic status quo remain?

THE PRESIDENT: I can't frankly do any interpreting, obviously, on things
these days. They speak for themselves, and they are too serious to try

to interpret.
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_Q' Can you say how you feel about those personally?

MR, JOSEPH K. SMITH: MNr. President, if it was necessary to take some action
in regard --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) How did you start the sentence? (laughter)
(In a previous Press Conference =-- #738 of 4-25-41, Mr. Joseph Kingsbury
Smith of I.N.S. had addressed the President "Mr. Secretary".)

Q@ Mr. President, are there any further steps on French escorting --

THE PRESIDENT: {intarﬁﬂsing] I have no news on that,.

Q@ Mr. President -~

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) One more chance -- what about those two shiploads
of wheat a month?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Really, I don't know.

Q@ Mr. President =--

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) That is really a straight amswer. -

@ The pact at Havana with the 21 American Republics provides for taking over
the islends of any European nation if they are a threat to this hemisphere.
Do you plan any action?

THE PRESIDENT: You would have to ask the State Department.

Q Mr., President, here is a specific one. Ships will soon leave for North
Africa to distribute food there. Has that plan been changed?

THE PRESIDENT: That I don't know.

@, Mr. President, can we take up a domestic subject for a moment? Did you
know in advance about the regulations that the Federal Communications
Commission issued two weeks ago on broadcasting?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

THE PRESIDENT: No, I haven't read them.

¢ Thank you.




@ Mr, President, is the Eth;ldge statement -~

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

Q@ Did you receive --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Did what?

Q Mr, Ethridege's statement to the N.A.B. (National Association of Broad-
casters) said that you had been ﬁecei?ed and almost betrayed by --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No. I have been thinking -- frankly, it is
an awful thing to have to say, but there have been more important things
in the last two or three weeks.

W& Mr, President, this is the first opportunity to see you since Secretary
Stimson mage his speech. Does that speech have your approval, sirf

THE PRESIDENT: You know the usual answer to that question. I have had it
so many times and I have always made the same answer.

Q Mr. President, do you intend to send any representative to General De
Gaulle's government?

THE PRESIDENT: General who?

& General De Gaulle's government?

THE PRESIDENT: What about it?

Q@ Do you intend to send aﬁy representative to his government in London?

THE PRESIDENT: Never heard of it at the present time. Not a subject for
discussion, obviously.

Q Mr. President, does this dispatch from Vichy indicate the actual --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) From where?

Q@ From Vichy, indicating the extent to which the French govermment has agreed
to collaborate --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) You would have to ask the State Departme nt

about that -- about dispatches. They won't tell you anything. (laughter)




Q@ I wonder, sir, if you have had any direct communication from Admiral

}
Leahy?

THE PRESIDENT: I think you would have to ask the State Department. They
won't tell you.

Q Can you tell us anything about your conference with Commanding Officer King
of the Atlantic Fleet?

THE PRESIDENT: No, except that we do it right along.

Q@ Mr. President, what is the --

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Sometimes you hear about it and sometimes you
don't.

Q Mr. President, how successful -- how successful do you consider the patrol
system to be, as it is now operating?

THE PRESIDENT: How ﬁld is Ann? How old is Ann?

Q@ Well, we thought perhaps that Admiral King answered the question 'How old
is Ann?' -- and how successfully the patrol is operating.

THE PRESIDENT: You would have to ask Admiral King. He won't tell you.

Q Ilir. President, would you comment, sir --

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Now of course, that is a question -- let's be
perfectly frank =-- you know it is perfectly silly. These things are
matters of current action right along, things that happen from hour to
hour, from day to day. I cannot talk in hypothetical terms; neither can
I answer questions that call for glittering generalities like that last
one, for instance, "Is the Atlantic patrol working?" -- a thing like that
== I just can't do it. I am not trying to lay down on this, but those
are questions when things are terribly serious that I can't create hypo=-
thetical news for all of you good people. You have got to go on facts

as they happen. No human being can prognosticate or guess what is going

to happen tomorrow.
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Q Mr, President, is this specific --

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I would like to say all these things; but I

just can't.
Q@ This is a spapirié instance -- do you recognize the action of the German

government in extending combat Zones to the Red Sea area?

THE PRESIDENT: I think things -- things of that kind are a question of fact
almost entirely. Almost entirely a question of fact.

9 Mr. President --

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) 1In other words, it is a little bit like this --
You remember that way -- way back, I don't know how long ago, certainly
a hundred years ago, there was the question of 'when is a blockade',
and I am just using that as an analogy, a simile you might say, in which

there are a good many points of difference because of change of method

in wvarfare, but along during the -- back as far as -- certainly as far

as the Napoleoniec era, and possibly before, they were then called blockades,
and it became pretty well recognized at that time that a blockade would
be -- I won't say recognized, because that was a question more of state
departments -- the question of a blockade was its effectiveness. You
couldn't simply by a decree create a blockade. Furthermore, the whole
idea of blockade involved something else, which was freedom of the .seas,
which was an historic American poliey. I have given you a lead, if you
want to follow it up.

In 1803 or 4 =- you all know the story, I have used it so often w7l
there had been ten years or fifteen years of depredations by the Barbary
Corsairs against our cummefce. We bought them off. We sent them gold,
and finally they demanded a fully fitted-out frigate as a gift, and the

United States Government, in order to pay that tribute to assure the

*‘-“q




safety of ships over there, actually built and paid for a frigate, armed
her, put on her guns, and sent her over as a present to one of the Deys
(a governor of Algiers at that time) in North Africa, and hoping to buy
reaceful commerce. The thing did not work, and they kept on capturing
American ships, and finelly it got to the point where they said in ef-
fect -- they said, "The Mediterranean is closed to ﬂﬁerican commerce.

We say so." In other words, ™ie hereby create a blockade of the
Mediterranean against American ships.™ Well, the first question was
also the effective number, because they were only able to capture per-
haps one ship ;n a dozen, and number two, it was interferiLg with the --
with the freedom of the seas, and we sent Comnodore Preble over there,
and in a couple of years we made the Mediterranean Sea free for American
commerce.

. A little bit the same thing without the blockade element which
happened before that down in the West Indies -- the French privateers,
and the English privateers and the gpanish privataeﬁs -- mostly French --,
and we, without declaring war, we sent the infant Nﬁvﬁ down there, and
we cleaned up. I think they had something like 101 different actions —-

engagements -- in the general West Indian area, and made it -- the whole

area -- safe for American shipping., The thing last two and a half years.

% Do you think --

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Again, freedom of the seas. I don't think --
that's just a little lead for you to follow up. Read the history books
about it.

Q@ Mr. President, what is the present status of the Civilian Defense pro-
gram, -- Home Defense?

. THE PRESIDENT: Almost ready.




Q Where have I heard that before?

THE PRESIDENT: It really is. I Qaally think it is. Probably over the week
end or by Monday I will have something on it.

2 Mr. President =--

Q (interposing) Mr. President --

Q@ (interposing) I was just going to ask if there were any modern counter-
parts of the Barbary pirates?

+ THE PRESIDENT: Well, I told you to use your haid. (the President used this
pronunciation) (laughter)

MISS MAY CRAIG: Mr. Fresident, has Mr. Hopkins been sworn in, or is he
functioning, or what is -~

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I haven't seen him this morning. Last night
he was functioning. (loud laughter)

MISS MAY CRAIG: Has he been sworn in?

THE PRESIDENT: Sworn in? I don't know.

MISS MAY CRAIG: What is his job?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. You will have to ask the fellow that pays him.

MISS MAY CRAIG: I don't know where that is.

THE PRESIDENT: Uh huh!

@ Mr, President --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Well, askBill Hassett to find out for you where
he gets his pay. Then go and ask the fellow that pays him. Then go ask
the Comptroller General, and then the Treasury. Finally you will find
out just how he is functioning.

MISS MAY CRAIG: Well, that's what I would like to find out. [:'I.a.ughtar}

MR. RAYIIOND P. BRANBT: Mr. President, have you or the -- reached any point

yet where you can say ahything about a ceiling on price legislation?




¥ & #UL == 9 321 '

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think,Pete, the thing is under study at the present
time, and I ought to probably begin to get reports on it wi thin -- well,

within the next week.

Q@ Will that include wage rates and other compehsation?

THE PRESIDENT: That I don't know.

Q@ Mr. President, you saw the Argentine Foreign Minister yesterday. Would
you say a word about your visit with him?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we had a very delightful talk, and we talked about the
general problem of the Americas, but only in general terms; nothing
spacific.¥

0 Mr. Presidemt, does our Govermnment consider Petain a free agent?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know., I would have to do a lot of studying on that
gquestion.

‘ Q@ Mr. President, do you have any suggestion as to whether the million dollars
that Secretary lMorgenthau suggested could be cut from nondefense expendi-
tures, where thﬁt million -- billion =-- could be cut?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I would like to have some suggestions on that for the

protagonists of that theory. They would be very helpful,

| Q9 Have you asked Secretary Morgenthau for them?

| THE PRESIDENT: No, I am asking you for them,

€, I think he would be a better authority.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you know there are a great many people who say it is so

easy to cut -- why don't they go ahead and cut? Then this group of

people who write or talk along this line, you say to them, "Give me a lead
for a bill, give me a suggestion." And then the answer is, "I don't know
anything about it, it is none of our business". It is a very clever game;

. / beautiful game. Passing the buck. And whose responsibility is it? Well,
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I should say at the present time it is primarily the respomnsibility

of the people who say it can be done. (emphasizing)

Q Doesn't that include Mr. Morgenthau, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no.

Q@ He said it could be done, sir?

@ That's right he did.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

@ Do you think it can be done, Mr, President?

THE PRESIDENT: It is up to the people in the House and the Senate who say it
canlha done. DNow, let us hear from them.

JMR. GODWIN: Here are three items that have been mentioned -- National Youth
end C.C.C., and I think that Fam Parity.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

| MR. GODWIN: (continuing) Those have been definitely mentioned and so far as

I know there have been no attempts to follow up that suggestion.
THE PRESIDENT: No, no.

Iet's do a little analyzing on those three.

On the N.Y.A. we are turning out at the present time, through N.Y.A.,
a very large number of men and women -- young men and young women -- who
are being taught to be useful in defense industries. Now, that is a
tremendously important thing. Now, I don't care particularly what ap-
propriation it cames out of, but we do need their skill, Somebody ought
to teach. Therefore, I don't believe that from the practical point of
view it would save anything toward this department if we were to cut
down on the N.Y.A. and do the same thing -- teaching these people through
gome other appropriation. It's as short as it's long.

' Now the C.C.C. is, of course, a little bit different, because most
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of the boys are below the draft age, and something uhdcuhtadly will be
done to tie their work in more closely with that of the Selectees. Ve |
are not quifa ready yet, because frankly we haven't any bill that every-
body has approved, but we are working on it.

As to the change -- possible change =-- in the Selective Draft age,
I think we can be quite certain that the C.C.C. will work in more closely
with the general trﬁininé for National Defense than it is at the present
time. Again, if you cut off the C.C.C. you probably spend the same

amount of money in other forms of defense in which these same boys would

be used. Then the third thing that Earl (Mr. Godwin) aﬁggests is this
Agricultural bill, and of course, that hasn't come to me yet. The total
amount involved is far greater than the estimates whieh I sent to the

Congress. I think that is a very fertile field to consider, but the

total is not anything like a billion dollars.

Q Mr, Presidentt_s?cratary Morgenthau's suggestion related to the $5DD,DGQ,DDD
A.A.A. soll conservation --

THE PRESIDHNT: (interposing) That's it.

Q@ Already appropriated and pgovided for.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, look, I suppose the easiest thing to do is to mention
something that I haven't seen mentioned, and that is -- I think it would
simplify things for the country.

They talk about p&ritf. What do they mean? They mean the total
amount. of money -~ cash e that a farmer gets for his erop, and the figure
is based on certain -- a certain relationship that did exist between
Agriculture and industrial wages. Way back -- I forgot -- what was the
period, 1910 or 1911°%

Q 1914 ‘isn't 1%7?




R 1909 to 1914.

THE PRESIDENT: That was called -- that was set as an objective for cash --
let us say money to go into the hands, the pocketbooks of the farmers,
and when that amount was fixed a good many years ago, it looked like
an almost unattainable ideal. Thé parity for cotton the farmer was to
get was as I remember it -- I think -- around fifteen cents. At that
time cotton was selling around 8-5. Well, that was a long ways to go.
That was, what? -- 6-% cents more to éo.

The parity for wheat that the farmer was to get was around, --
oh, == $l.15, and wheat was selling at around 67¢. Well, that wﬁk a
long ways to go. And so, in order to help to bridge the gap and at the
same time do a lot of future good for the country, we put in payments,

direct payments to the farmers, for certain agreements on théir:part.tn

1 maintain their soil in such a way that it would not run off into the ocean,
terracing and so forth and so on, and they were paid a certain amount
for that. That was one form of benefit. Then there came along another
form of benefit that was another cash amount, all of whieh beyond the
soil conservation and the other benefits were intended to help briﬂge
this gap between the existing price to the farmer and this ideal price
of parity.

Well, that was the objectif& then, and we made rather definite

progress towards 1t, as for example, at the present time, let us take
the price of cotton. The parity is still, -- oh, somewhere around 15
to I;-éc, and the cotton fammer is gettiﬁg about 2-3/4¢ in the way of
benefits toward that price, in cgah. Now that is an amazing thing, which

means roughly that if you add those payments on loans of the Federal

. Government to the market price, that he would get -- oh, call the market

price ten or ten and a quarter cents -- let us take any figure, of course




it varies from time to time -- but in that general neighborhood, sup-
pose he gets ten and a quarter cents for his cotton, and you add paymanté
from the Government of 2-1/4¢, what does he get? He gets 13¢ cash to

the farmer. Now that is pretty good.

Oh, no, it's not parity, but it's better than he ever got before,
since nineteen hundred -- I don't know -- oh, -- twenty-four, something
like that, It's working aﬁ the way up toward parity.

Now in any bill which carries a loan of 85%, you have got tb figure
whether that 85% takes into consideration these benefits that the Govern-
ment is paying out anyway, because if you don't take them into considera-
tion, the actual price to the farmer might go way above parity. DNow, of
course, there are some farmers that are getting more than -- more than
parity today; like the cattle growers, they are way above parity, and
' " there are three or four other different kinds of crops that are way above

parity, but the important thing is always to figure those cash benefits

into the actual price received by the farmer (the President emphasized

these words by tapping his fingers on the desk), and the question is on
- this bill Have those cash benefits been taken into consideration on it?

Now that is the simplest way of putting it. I haven't acted on the

P
bill yet, because it hasn't come to me, but that will be one of the prime
considerations when I take it up.

€ Are you ready to answer that question yourself at all?
THE PRESIDENT: ©No, not yet, because I haven't got all my figures.
@ There are still reports, new reports, going about that the Government will
g0 into the steel business. Have you any comment, please? i
| THE PRESIDENT: Where?
. Q@ Birmingham, Alabama, for example.,

THE PRESIDENT: Never heard of it.
" MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #742,

Executive Offices of the President,

MB,}" 20' 1941, 1'31‘:.5 E.m-, E-S-Ti [inst&‘r&{i Gf .{;-UU P.Ill-]
(Two guests were at this Press Conference: Dr, and Mrs. Lewis A.
Hopkins, brother of Harry Hopkins)

THE PRESIDENT: All kinds of things today.

(Pause here while waiting for newspapermen to file into room, during
whieh Mr. Early and Miss May Craig engaged in conversation)

THE PRESIDENT: You haven't got this yet (indicating mimeographed release).
It hasn't been handed out.

iR. GODWIN: No.

IR, DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I have a lot of things here., Steve (Mr. Early) has outside
the copies of the Executive Order that was signed this morning creating
the Office of Civilian Defense. The Executive Order explains itself
and sets up this 0ffice as part of the Office of Emergency.Manﬂgament,
in t£e Executive Office of the Presidenmt. Mayor La Guardia will head
it. He will be the Director. |

In paragraph two it lists the objectives of this Office, -- a,
b, ¢, d, -- e, £, g, h. The Director sets up the internal organiza-
tion. There are two principal subdivisions of the 0ffice == I am sum-
marizing for you. The first is a Board for Civilian Protection to be
composed of the Director as Chairmen, and a representative from War,
Navy, Justice, Federal Security, and in addition representatives of
certain organizaetions -- the Council of State Govermments, the American
Municipal Association and the United States Conference of Mayors.

This Board will advise and assist in the formulation of civilian de-




fense programs and measures, appropriate to the varying needs in each
. part of the nation, designed to afford gdequate protection of life

and property in the event of emergency. Members serve without com-
pensation; so does the Director.

Secondly, there ‘i_s in this Office of Civilian Defense a Volunteer
Participation Committee of not more than twenty members, with the
Director as Chairman, This Committee will serve in an advisory =-
as an advisory planning board in considering proposals and develop-
ing programs designed to sustain national morale, and to provide
opportunities for comnstructive civilian participation in the defanﬂe.
effort. Those members also serve without compensation. The general --
the Mayor will be.down tomorrow and take office and start things, get
the machinery together and put it in operation.

Mr. President ==

<

Q@ (interposing) Mr. President --

Q@ (interposing) Does he remain as layor?

'THE PRESIDENT: What, what?

Q Does he remain as Mayor?

THﬁ PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

Q@ Mr. President, the suppusition is that this Directorship will be almost
a Cabinet rank, is that true?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know., I should say that the lead was the defense
need, not any small question as to ramk. It is rather small compared
with the defense need.

.R. GODSVIN: Would you like to give us a little picture of what this might
do?

- THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think this -- I think this covers it fairly well.
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(indicating the mimeographed copy of the Order before him) I think
these -- |

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) Maybe it's in it.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) -- It covers it pretty well. Well, the first
is that it serves as a center for the coordination of certain civilian
defense activities that involve relationships between the Federal
Government and the State and the local governments, keeping contact
with those State and local governments and their defense agencies, and
fapilitate relationships between such units of government and the agen-
cies of the Federal Government in respect to defense problems. iell,
in other wards, out of the 48 States =-- I don't remember how many --

but about 42, I think, already have State councils of defense, and

this Office of Civilian Defense will work in large part through them,
probably on a decentralized regional basis, with regional centers. We
are considering, for example, the establishment of nine regional offices
to take care of this decentralization in accordance with the nine Corps
Areas. It séems to be a logical way of putting it together.

The next is to keep informed on problems that arise from the im-
pact of the industrial and military defense effort on local communi-
ties, to take necessary steps to secure cooperation of appropriate
Federal departments and agencies in dealing with these problems.

Third, assist State and local govermments in the establishment of
State and local defense councils, or other agencies designed to coordi-
nate civilian defense activities. Well; that means that in, for
instance, the States that have not yet set up councils of national de-
fense, or those States which have set them up but where they are prin-

cipally still on paper without active functioning, they =-- this -- er =-
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Office will help them to function on a generally similar plan, based
on the needs of the State or the region.

Er -- fourth, with the assistaﬁce of the Board for Civilian Pro-
tection, study and plan measures designed to afford adequate protection
of 1life and property. That -- that involves the tieing in of the ==
all these new State Guards, which are not National Guards, on defense
of public properties, bridges and culverts, plants, and so forth and
so on; the organization of fire departments, the planning for the pro-
tection of -- physical protection of key points against bombing and

"things of that kind, using the sxisfing local machinery, -- includes
recruiting and training ;f auxiliaries.

At the same time, on that elause in the Order, I am sending word

to the War Department on the Selective Draft that I want them to cooperate

. with the Director, and in letting him have the names of a great many
people who for one reason or another would like to help but who have
been put so far down on the Selective list that the chances are they won't
be called. In other words, people back in the home towns who have got
a wife and a lot of children who are'dependent-cn them for support, but
who could devote a certain amount of time to this kind of home defense --
civilian defense work. Those people will be given the opportunity to
come in on this. It is a volunteer proposition.

Er == the next -- the Volunteer Participation Committee consideys
these proposals, suggests plans, to promote activities designed to sus-
tain the national morale, provides opportunities for constructive
civilian participation in the defense program; review and approve all
civilian derl'ense programs of Federal departments involving the use of

. : volunteer services to assure unity and balance in the application of

such programs.,
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I might sﬁggast there, to you ladies, that there are a great many
women's organizations thaet want to do something to help. This is the
coordinating body so that they will perform -- they will give useful
activities instead of scﬁttering them where they might not be so use-
ful. More than a clearing house. That's about all.

MR. RAYMOND P. BRANDT: (St. Louis Post-Dispatch) MNMr. President, how does
this differ from the somewhat similar organizations set up in the World
War?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

LR, BRANDT: They had councils, State councils of defense and local organi=
zations.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I don't know, Pete. I never came in touch with that.

Q@ There was. =

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

¢ Mr. President, what disposition is made of the functions of Frank Bana'é
office {Divisicniof state and Local Cooperation, 0.E.M., Frank Bane,
ﬁirector] under this order?

THE PRESIDENT: That I don't know.

Q That is the Division of State and Local Cooperation which has been set
up down there.

THE PRESIDENT: I couldn't tell you because I don't know.

Q@ Mr. President --

Q@ (interposing) Does this involve any Federal financing, in other words,
if they need some training programs?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, yes.

Q In different places would the Federal Government help finance that, or

dy r

would the local government?




THE PRESIDENT: I think the local government would probably finance that.
. Q Not Federal? T
THE PRESIDENT: No. :
Q@ You will need some appropriation for --
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes.
; Q@ (continuing) -- payment of personnel.
! THE FRESIDENT: Oh my, yes.
Q ﬁill there be a request to Congress for such appropriation?
THE PRESIDENT: I suppose temporarily it will come out of my emergency fund.
I didn't ask the Director of the Budget about that. (turning) (Director
of the Budget Harold Smith was not ther;] I imagine so, and then after

that it will come out of a Congressional appropriation, probably re-

imbursing my fund., I hoﬁd so. (laughter)

q Q@ lir. President, have you received a letter from 0.P.lM. on the feasibility
of a West Coast steel plant?
THE PRESIDENT: I think I have had four or five different letters. I thinﬁ
they have all been pagsed on to various agencies for further study.

@ No conclusion?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no.

Then, number two -- if you are all through with that - wa-havé'
offered the Irish govermment to sell or charter two ships to take -=-
under the Irish flag =-- food supplies for the civilian papulaticn.pf
Ireland. I asked Mr, Davis -- I think he hés already done it -- ﬁo see
the Irish winister and say that we are ready and willing to authorize
an expenditure of about #500,000 from the relief fund for thq'purchaaa
of food for tha civilian populations in Ireland. This food would go

‘ ~ over on the ship -- or ships -- if the offer is accepted.

—4
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& Is there anything about defense materials for them?

THE PRESIDENT:1 ﬁb, no.

MR, GODWIN: Mr,., President, what relief fund are yéu speaking of?
THE PRESIDENT: That fifty-million-dollar fund.

KR, GODWIN: Oh.

Q Mr.LPraaidant, are there any canditicné atﬁachad to this offer?

THE PRESIDENT: No, except the condition of need.

Q@ Any designation of ships, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q@ Is this to be handled and disfributed by the Ameriecan Red Cross?

THE PRESIDENT: Red Cross? Yes, yes, yes,

Q@ The ships would be manned by Irish crews?

THE PRESIDENT: Irigh crews? Oh, yes.

4§ Is there any designation of what ships you have in mind?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Mr. President, is that a preliminary to anything else?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

4 Is that a preliminary to anything else?

THE PRESIDENT: Preliminary?

Q Preliﬁinary to anything else?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. (he laughs)

Q@ Lir. President, we get the impression from Mr. Aiken (Frank Aiken, De-
fense Minister of the Irish Free State) that Ireland wants to pay for
anything they get over here. Will they pay for that food?

THE PRESIDENT: The ships, of course, will carry a great deal more than five
hundred thousand dollars worth of food. - |

Then, the third, which has been hanging fire for some ﬁima, you




VOICE: (not loudly) Hurray!

Q@ Mr. President --

Q@ (interposing) Mr. President =--
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might just as well =- you have nothing else to do except to write --
I will give you this one too. ﬁhe laughs)

For some time, in fact for just about a year, we ﬁave been check=-
ing up on this Thanksgiving Day date. (loud laughter) And as you know,
at the tim&lthe change was made, it ﬁas done at the earnest solicita-
tion of all the retail == the great ma jority of retail -- er-- selling
people, department stores, small stores, chain stores and everything
else in most of the country, they claiming that the -- that their sales
would go up very much, and it was much needed at that time -- if Thanks-
giving and Christmas did not come so close together. So it was done

as an experiment, and the experiment did not work. (laughter)

The Commerce Department has been obtaining data now for some time,
on whether the retail sales would increase, and so did the Conference
of Mayors in the different cities, and I have an enormous file here,

(indicating) which shows in general that the large majority of the re-

tail stores now reluctantly -- most of them say that it hasn't made
much difference one way or the other in their sales, and the Conference
of Mayors are about divided across the middle as to whether it has made
much difference or hasn't., Some say iﬁhgas and some say it hasn't, by
what might be called a majority survey of the retailing agencies.

It is too late this year, in view of the faet that wé have made
rather definite commitments to our calendar makers and the retail
stores themselves as to the date this year. So this year it will be
the second Thursday before the first of December, and next year it -

will return to the last Thursday of November, as theretofore.
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Q@ (interposing) Can you tell us something about Mr. Lubin's appointment?

THE PRESIDENT: There isn't any. ¥

Q What is he geing to do?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, he is =~ he is helping on some special work. He 15 help-
ing Harry Hopkins, and helping me.

@ There is some thought that he might be in charge --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I read it in the papers.

Q@ (continuing) -- of economic warfare.

THE PRESIDENT: 1It's a poor guess. (he laughs)

@ lMr. President, the Congress passed a little bill which places the
Philippines under export control. Is there any significance that you
can put oﬁ this?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

¢ Mr. President, could you tell us what these Irish ships will carry be-
sides foo0d?

THE PRESIDENT: Food. Liore fuod.l

Q ©Oh, I see, in addition to the five hundred thousand dollars the Red Cross
gets,

€ Mr. President, could you tell us when you plan to make & report to Con-
gress on the Lend-Lease program?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't plan.

Q Doesn't it -- aren't you recuired to every ninety days, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: I guess I am. (laughter)

MR. GODNIN: I think you are. (more laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Will somebody please check on that; and get me up a report
to Congress, Steve. (Mr. Early)

MR. GODWIN: Mr. President, have you anything that you care to say about

i
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the moot subject of convoys, and the --

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have any news on it at all.

MR. GODWIN: There is -- there is a greaé daai-of news about it somewhere
around -- printed stuff -- which is exciting the public.

THE PRESIDENT: That's not news.

MR. GODWIN: TWell, we give you a golden opportunity right now.

THE PRESIDENT: It's printed stuff; it's not news. (laughter)

Q Mp, President, does this arrangement with the Irish mean that the dis-
cussions concerning their desire for defense materials are at an end?

THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of. I didn't know there were any.

Q Aiken (Frank Aiken, Defense Minister, Irish Free State) told us that they
are very eager to get defense materials over here as well.,

THE PRESIDENT: Well, all I can tell you on that, on the cuestion of de-
fense materials =-- I should think it would be ﬁuite obvious -- I will
have to tell you, though, off the record -- you can use it for back-
ground. As you know, we are turning out defense materials, and the de-
mand for them is at the present time at least twice or three times the
supply, and the general rule 1s that because of the shortage of supply, -
we are sending all we can == out of those short supplies before we get
into full production -- to those nations which are actively waging war
in behalf of the maintenance of Democracy, and there isn't anything
left over. I suppose that's t?e easiest way of putting it.

Q Thank you.

Q Mr. President -=

WR. RAYMOND P. BRANDT (interposing): Mr. President, what is the status of
this price-ceiling legislation?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, Pete; haven't heard a word about it for two

L3

weeks.
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Q@ Mr. President, several Cabinet members have been emphasizing the netes-
sity of seeing to it that our war supplies actually get across the
water., Now, Senator Barkley says that the supplies are getting there.
Is there any discrepancy that you see in those two positions?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think he said that.

Q@ You mean you don't think Barkley said that, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: No. ,

Q Maybe not. (laughter)

@ Mr. President, after your conference yesterday with the so-called Big
Four, éevaral of them made direct indieation that therelhad been some
discussion of the possibility of a special message to Congress from the
White House.

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing in that. We talk about that every week.

Sh Q& It was merely an exploration of the possibility, rather than any deci-
gion to send a message.

THE PRESIDENT: We talk about a special message nearly every week. Some-
times they materialize and sometimes they don't. There is no -- no
decision.

Q Hctﬁing in the near future?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

& Your Congressman (Hamilton Fish, Republican, of New York) says you will
declare a full emergency within this week. |

THE PRESIDENT: Who told him?

Q I don't know. (the President laughs].

& Mr. President, is Dakar still in the realm of amafeur strategy?

THE PRESIDENT: Is what?

i Q Is Dakar --
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' MR. GODWIN: (interposing) (to the President) Dakar, Dakar,

Q (continuing) == still in the realm of amateur strategy?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I am rather looking for some people to put
that in the same ironical -- or perhaps sarcastic -- category. There's
a place called Ding Dong (Dong Dang, on the northeast border in French
Indo-China) which was used in editorials all over the country, that
we were going in opposition to -- that we were going to send an ﬂmﬂri;
can expeditionary force to Ding Dong.

Q@ Ding Dong?

THE PRESIDENT: Dang, or Ding -- Dong.

VCICE: Dong Dang.

THE PRESIDENT: I had better look it up on the map. I guess most other

people did.

§ Have you looked up Dakar?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

I/R. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.




EXECUTIVE ORDER

ESTABLISHING THE OFFICE OF CIVILLML DEFENSE
I THE OFFICE TOR EMERGENCY HANAGEICNT
OF THE EXJCUTIVD OFFICE OF T™HE FRESIDENT

By virtue of the authority wvested in me Ly the Constitu-
tion and statutes, and in order to define further the functions
and duties of the Office for Emergency Management of the
Executive Office of the President in respect to the national
erergency as declared by the President on September &, 1939, W
ts assure effsctive ccordination of Federal rclations writh
State and local governaents engased in defense activities,
to wrovide for necessary cooperation with State and local
governments in respect to uweasurss for adeguate protection
of the civilian population in emergency periods, to faeili-
tate constructive civilian participation in the defense.pro-
gram, and to sustain nationzl morale, it is hereby ordereld
as follows:

1. Thers is established within the 0ffice lor Emergency
Mxmagement of the Gxecutive Office of Lhe President the Office
of Civilian Defense, at the head of which shall te a Director
appointed by the President, The Director shall discharge and
perform his responsibilities and duties under the direction
and supervision of the President. The Director shall receive
no salary or other remuneration for his services, but shall
be entitled to actual and necessary transportation, subsistence,
and other expenses incidental to the performance of his duties.

L 2, Subject to such palicies, directions, and regula-
B tions as the President nav from time to time prescribe, and

@ with such advice and assistance as mey be necessary [rom the
s other departments and agencies of the Federal Goverament,

g ard utilizing the operating services and facilitlies of such
i departments and agencies as far as possible, the Director

[ shell perform znd discharge the following described duties
s and responsibilities:

=

a., Serve as the center for the coordination of
Federal civilian defense activities which

G

ﬂi_ involve relationships between the Federal
E. Covernnent and State and local povernments,
ﬁEﬂ : territories, insular possessicns, and the
i ® District of Columbia (as hereinafter used

in this Crder the tcrm "State and local!

shall include territories, insular posses-

sions, and the District of Columbia); estab-

lish and maintein contact 14th State and . :
local governments and their defense agencies;

and facilitate relationships between such

undts of government and the agencies of the

Federal Covernment in respect to defense

problemns.

b, Keep informed of problems vhich ariss from
the impact of the industrial and military .
defense effort upon local commnities, end
take necessary steps to secure the cooperation
of appropriate Federal departments and agencies
in dealing with auch problems and in meeting
the emergency needs of such communities,
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¢. Assist State and lecesl povernments in the sstab-
lishment of Stats end local defence councils or
other agencies desizned to cumdim*a eivilian
defenas activities.

d. With the assistance of the Foard for Civilian
Protaction, described in paragraph 4 of this
Order, study and plan measurss decipned to
afford adequate protecbion of 1ife and property
in the event of emerpgensy; and sponsor and carry
out such eivil defense programs, including the
recrultment and braining of eivilian auxiliaries,
and disseminate %o appropriets officisls of the
Federal Government and State nnud local povern-
ments such information soncernins ecivil defense
mensures as may De necossary Yo meet emergenay
neads,

"8 Vith the assistanee of tha Voluntesr :urtiﬁ:p&-
tion Committen, desoribed in parapraph § of
this Order, cunsi:ﬁm‘ proposals, russest plans,
and promote mctivities desizaed to sustain the
national morale and to yrovide opportunities
for consiructive civilien partisipation in tie
deferse propram; review end approve all civilisn
defense programs of Federal dapariments and
apencies involving the use of volunteser sarvices
in order to assure unity and balunce in the nppli-
ention of suzh programs; and assist State and
locul defense councils or other mponcies in the
orcanization of volunteer service units and in
the developmant of their setivities.

f. Maintein a clearing house of information
on State and logaAl defense astivities in
cooperation with approrriate Federal de-
partmants and agoncies.

E- ieview existioe or proposed ncasures relas-
ing to or alfacting State wnd local defonze
petivitlies, ana recommend such acditiouml
mepsurgf a8 muy ho necosssary or desirabla
Lo assure mdeguate civilian defense,

he. Perform such othur duties relatine te parti-
'i,nﬂian in the delense progrom by Stabte and
ocal nrencles as bthe Prosident may from
h1mu to tins proscribe.

3. The Director may provide for the internal organiza-
tion nnd management of the Offico of Civilisn Defense. He
shell obtain the Presidunt's approvel for the cstnhliahment
of the prineipal subdivislons of ths Cffiee and “ha uproint-
mant of tho hoads tharsof, .

4, Thare shall ba in the Office of Civilian Dafense a
Bonrd for Civilimn Frotection (harcinafter raferred to ns the
Board) to by composed of the Dirsctor as Cheirman and a repre-
sontative of ench of tho following departments and agencles
of the Federal Government te be desi-nated by the hoods
therzef: Depnrimont of Var, Dopartmeont of the Navy, Depart-
mont of Justice, Fuderal Security Assncy, and such othirs as
the President may from tims to time dytermins. In addition,
ench of the followin organizations shall be invited to
desimats o roprosontative to sorve as o mombor of the Board:

f. The Council cf State Govornnonts
b.  The American liunieipnl Asseciation
Tho Unlted States Conferdnce of Mayors

-1
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The PBoerd shall sdvise and assist in the fommulation of
eivil defense progrems and mooswres, aprropriste to the
varyin- needs of each part of the listlon, desipned to afford
rdequate protection of life and propsrty in the event of
amerrency. The membera of this Board shall serve &5 such
without compensation, but shall be entitled to actual and
necessary travsportetion, subslstence, and other sxpenseos
irdeidental to the performance of thefir duticsz.

5: There shall be in the Office of Civilian Delensa

& Voluntser Farticipation Committse {hersinalter refsrrad

te as the Cémmittee) consisting of the Jirector as Chairmen
and not more than twenty members, represontative of the various
‘regions and interests of ths Mation, Lo Le oppointed by tha
Freaident. The Committas shall serve as an sdvisory snd

l plamming body in consiaerins jroposals and developing pro=
Y rrams desirned to sustain national morale and to provide

| oppo.tunities for constructive sirilisn participation in

5 . Lha defense effort. The members ol e Comuittes shall serve
i as such without compensation, but shall bhe antitled to aetual
! and necessary transportation, subsistunce, ard other expensns
| incidental to the performsnce-of° their dubties.

1 6. The Diroctor is muthorized, with the approval of the
Fresident; to appoint such additional advisery commi“tees and
subctomaittees, with respsct to State snd locsl couparation,
nationnl mormsle, civil deilense planning, civilisn participation,
nfd related defonss activities, as he moy find necessary or
desirabla to assist hin In She perfornence of his duties.

] Such advisory committees mav include repreasntavives from
Fedoral departitonts and apancies, Sta*a and locsl rovern-
nents, private organizations, and the public at larpe. The

} mambers of advisory committees shall serve as suah without

compensation, but shall be ontitlad to secbual snd necessery

transnorsation, subsistence, and gther crpensas incidental

to the perfomeoneca of their duties,

I

7. Vithin the limitation of suel: funds as nay be
nppropriated to the Offize of Ciwvilian Defensa, or as may
Ga allocated to it by the Preosident through the Bureau of
Lhe Budget, the Dirsctor may euploy nrcessary porsonnel and
mele provision for the necessar supplies, feeilities, and
soivieas. Hovaver, the Office of Tivilian Defons: shall
uso such ghatistiesl, Infoimutionnl, i'lscal, personnel;
end other genernl husiness services nud facilitiss ns may

. be made aveilable %o it Shrough the Office for Emergency

Managemant or other apencies of the Jovaromont.

i v FrABHLIN D. HOOSEVELT

THE VWIHITE HOUSE,

May 20, 1l94l. _ "




CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #7473,
. Executive Office of the President,
May 23, 1941 -- 4.10 P.M., E.S.T.
THE PRESIDENT: Steve, (Mr. Early) have you got anything for me?
ﬁﬁ. EARLY: No, sir; we are dry -- blank.
THE PRESIDENT: Right, Charlie.
THE PRESIDENT: (turning to gentlemen seated in chairs behind him)
. Rail birds! (laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: I hear a lot of gals are coming in. Who is the man
to accompany the ladies?
Q@ Charlie is an escort, you know.
MR, GODWIN: That's a convoy. (laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: A convoy! (he laughs)
Q Are you a Destroyer? (more laughter)
MR. GODWIN: No, no; I'm a little antiquated.
Q He is in the capital ship class. (laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: Are you implying that he (Mr. Godwin) looks like a
blimp? (more laughter)
MR. GODWIN: No.
MISS CRAIG: Nobody would ever sink me ﬁithaut a trace.
THE FRESIDENT: Whet?
MISS CRAIG: Nobody would ever sink me without & trace.

THE PRESIDENT: That's right.

Where's Steve? (Mr. Early) (To Mr. Early in & low voice):

What date was that report due to Congress -- tenth of June -- T
think so.

MR. EARLY: Ninety days. It's being prepared for you.
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes, tenth or eleventh.

MR. GODWIN: It's golng tc be good and short today.

MR. .DONALDSQN: All in.
THE PRESIDENT: Did he say "All in"?

Steve (Mr. Early) says he hasn't got anything except a report
that he checked up on that Lend-lease responsibility of his and
that he thinks the date is somewhere around the tenth or eleventh
of June, on which a report is due to go to Congress, and it will
be made, on or before that date.

Q Mr. President, from reading the newspapers one gathers the impres-
slon that some consideration is beilng given to possible change
in the Hsutralit} Lct.

THE PRESIDENT: | I only know what I read in the newspapers.

@ Do you believe them, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

-Q Do you believe what you read in the newspapers?

THE PRESIDENT: It depends & little bit on the writer. (laughter)

& Well, there are two Cabinet officers who have said they consider

it & blunder and would like to have it ---

| THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think they have. One of them said that
he had bteen misquoted.
MR. GODWIN: He was very heavily misquoted then. (laughter)
Q@ What did the other one say?
THE PRESIDENT: What? I didn't ask the other one. He would have said
the same thing.

s
@ Mr. President, may we ask you directly, sir, do you feel that the

. Neutrality Act might interfere with delivering the goods to
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Great Britain?

THE PRESIDENT: I have gbgsolutely no news on it at all, except what
I read in the papers.

Q Mr., President, about four months agec you were handed, according to

& rumor, & report on defense highweys, and according to rumor it

was referred to Mr. Elliott in the National Resources Plenning
Cormission -- Board. Also, sccording to rumor, it is supposed
to be somewhere between downtown and the Capitol, but it has not
arrived at the Capitol or downtown. Can you say what is being
done about that matter?

THE PRESIDENT: No, as far as I am concerned I don't know where it
is either.

Q Well, do you ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Except th&t.I suppose -- my impression --
you had better check on this -- T may be entirely wrong -- is that
a certain amount qf estimﬂtes‘ware approved, or are about to be
approved.

Q@ The remaining seven million?

THE PRESIDENT: I eouldn't tell you, but it is somewhat less than
people thought.

Q _Well, 1s there something likely to happen soon in the way ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes, yes; but these would be primarily
the necessary excess roads to new plants, or new camps, and even
those plants would be very greatly cut. Instead of building two
or three roads to & plent, or a caﬁp, we would cut it to about
one road.

Q Do you have the over-all idea?
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't remember the figures at all. It is a little

less than was recommended.

Q Was it four and e half or five hundred million?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing like that. Nothing like that.

Q Do you happen to know, sir, if an approved road Eetw@an Baltimore
and Washington is included?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea.

Q Mr. President, is there ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I shouldn't think that that was a great
essential. Why should it be?

@ Is there certuin data that has to be withheld in your report to

Congress, because of military secrets, or can you make a full
report?

THE PRESIDENT: Details to be withheld, yes, not the totals -- not
the sums involved.

Q For instance, bombers, you could give the exact number of bombers?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Probably give the totals on plents, not bombers.

@ Mr. President, would you care to say whéether you think the French

situation has improved as & result of the recent statement of

Viechy spokesmen?

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't care to say.

Q Is it possible to give a preview of your June ten report?

THE PRESIDENT: No. The June ten report, of course, would be up the
tenth of June. I don't know what would come up, because it takes
some time to collect all the figures.

1 I mean anything ---

. THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) No, I don't know. The actual report, I
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. suppose, would take in all the allocations up to -- Oh, what? --
say the 20th of May, somewhere along there --that is about the
latest date.that we could collect the materials -- the figures.

Q@ Mr. President, would you care to say what you are going to do on
the 85% Parity bill? '

THE PRESIDENT: It hasn't come to me yet. They say that =-- Rudolph
(Rudolph Forster) I think has got it, but it hasn't got over --
way across from Hudclph to me. It may be in this afternoon.

@ Mr. President, this is not national defense, but have you acted on
that Supreme Court judge in Puerto Rico yet? (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: No, and Secretary Ickes lunched with me and he didn't
mention it. (more laughter)

Q@ What about the Supreme Court of the United States? (laughter)

K THE PRESIDENT: Seme thing -- he didn't mention it. (loud laughter)

Q@ Is he one of your consultants?

THE PRESIDENT: Sure.

@ Mr. President, have you had any report about this threatened strike
of the North American Aviation plant?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no.

Q It was supposed to be certified last night to the Mediation Eaarﬂ,
but nobody that I can reach in the Mediation Board ever heard
about it.

THE PRESIDENT: I hadn't heard about it.

@ Mr. President, Mr. Knudsen said this morning, when he left the con-
ference with you, that plans for the proposed new set of steel
plants on the west coast would not be accepted, that some other

. means of expanding steel capacity would be used. Could you give us
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some background on that Qituﬂtian?

THE PHEEIHENT: Well, there isn't any, except the thing is being
held in abeyance at the present time until we get a little bet-
ter picture of future needs. Nothing has been turned down or
accepted.

Q@ You say nothing has been turned down?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing has been turned down, and nothing has been
accepted.

Q@ Dces th&t.ma&n you are awaiting the new Dunn report?

THE PRESIDENT: That is one of the elements, but only one of the ele-
ments. We are also awaiting new 'need' reports.

€@ Mr. President, now that you have a new agreement with Canada on the
Niagara Falls power about to be sent up to the Capitol, can you
talk about it today?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. Right there in the basket. (pointing)

Q@ Do you mind if I look at it? (laughter)

Q Mr. Presldent, we are monopolizing things over here, I am afraid.

Would you go back to the time when you spoke about the desire of

| extending west coast industry -- for the steel industry. Do you
recall a year or two ago you saild you were considering that?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, still very, very keen about it, and & great deal
has been accomplished, especially, of course, on aluminum and on
magnesium, and there have been extensions mada; already author-
ized, only they are existing steel plants, not west coast new
plants, but extensions of new plants. When we come to new plants

it is in abeyance.

. @ Thank you, sir, -
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Q How much of an extension of existing plants is under way?
THE PRESIDENT: _ Which one?
Q@ The existing steel plants.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

Q@ Mr. President, can you tell us what proportion of the Lend-lease
appropriation has been issued?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. I haven't got my figures.

Q Sir, could you tell us how the general European situation looks
to you at present?

THE PRESIDENT: No. (he laughs)

@ Mr. President, there are & lot of rumors going around about peace
moves. Have you heard of anything?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no.

Q@ Mr, President, Secretary Enox in a speech this afternﬁon said that
unless there is a sudden change, this generation 1s going to be
called upon for sacrifices as great as any previous American gen-
eration has made. Could you go into any detail as to what the
nature of those sacrifices might be?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you might have to go into the Army and Navy.
(laughter)

Q@ Just one at a time.

Q@ Mr. President, have you received any reports from London abcout the
Hess affair that you could tell us about?

THE PRESIDENT: No. A

Q@ Mr, President, would you care to comment on the apparent unanimity
of the people in approving the Selective Service laws?

THE PRESIDENT: Apparent what?
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. Q Unanimity; with 93% of the people who thought it was a good idea.
THE PRESIDENT: Well, it 1s very satisfactory to have such a high
percentage. (he laughs)
MKE. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.
THE -PRESIDENT: (as newspapermen file out of room) I hope you will

have a peaceful week end.




CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #744,

Executive Office of the President,

May EE‘. 1941 -~ 4.30 P.M., E.S.T. : .
(This Press Conference was held especially for editors of busi-
ness magazines and papers. All present were introduced individ-

ually by Paul Wooton, Secretary, White House Correspondents’

Association, and shook hands with the President.)

THE PRESIDENT: TFor the presidency of the United States Chamber of
Commerce, or the National Association of Manufacturers! Now
there he is, right here -- (indicating Paul Wooton) (warm
applause) |

MR. WOOTON: Mr. President, I think after eight years you should not
be in my favor. I have attended seven hundred of your Press Con-
ferences.

THE PEESIﬁEHT: Do you want to ask questions about foreign affairs,
like the front row?

MR. WOOTON: No, I keep out of that.

Mr. President, I thought that since you have this group here,
and behind these men are several hundred thousands of readers,
that you might like to say just the sort of editorial they could
write, or what kind of an article they might rumn, that would be
most helpful in forwarding the defense program. They are all
anxious to do something constructive, and they go to the key men

in industry in the papers, and if you have any thought at all
that would be helpful along that line, I know they would appre-

ciate it.
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, I tell you, on the -- on the writing of the
editoriel end, the public as a whole -- the business public --
I think you can't overstress the seriousness of the present sit-
uation. I think it does need stressing, because we all know that
this world situation, if it goes the wrong way -- the axis powers
win -- it is going to hit business far more than any one thing
that has ever hit them. It will hit them far worse than a mere
ending of all of these emergency orders, because it will mean
that you will get 'put in a vice', not by our own volition, or
the volition of all the Democratic nations that have an economy
that is somewhat similar to ours. We will get 'put in a vice',
a 'strait jacket', by the axis powers; and I don't think that

this seriousness of that situstion can be underestimated. I

think it ought to be played up all the time. And furthermore,
that if we are going to meet the situstion as it develops, and
as it is becoming increasingly serious, that we have got to quit
all this silly buainaﬁa of "business as usual.™ The nations

that are actually at war certainly are not conﬂuctiné:“buaineas
s usual", and the more we help to defeat the control of the
world by dictatorships, the less "business as usual™ we are going
to have.

It means giving up, of course, on the part of the American
public, and therefore of the manufacturers of the country -- the
businessmen of the country -- a great many things which were all
very nice and pleasant in our normal lives, and substitute for
them the things tha£ are necessary to carry on this aid to the

Democracies that we are giving at the present time.
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Well, it is going to hit a lot of people, sure, but you
can't eat your cake and have it too. That is the one, the one
message to give to the American people: "You can't eat your
cake and have it too."™ (emphasizing) If you do one thing you
have got to go all out for it. If you are going to do the other
thing -- lie down and take it on the chin -- it will be putting
us in a strait jacket that we won't get out of for one hundred
years. I think that should be told quite frankly to the public.

Er -- after all, the country can get on without a great many
things that it uses normally. Is it worthwhile to give up cer-
tain things in order to carry through an effort to survive, or
isn't it? I am -- for instance -- of course, we know in the

country =-- we know that there is & very great lack of understand-

ing at the present time of the seriousness of the world situation
as it affects us. You teke, for example, =-- for instance -- the --
a great deal of this perfectly well-intended publicity has been
stupid. I begged them when they started the so-called Aid to
Britain movement -- I said, "You know there are an awful lot of
people in this country that don't personally 'give a continental!
about Aid to Britain, but on the other hand, if you tell the whole
sentence you get people to understand.”

What is the whole sentence? "America First Through Aid to
Britain.“ Now that's a very different thing that tells the truth.
You are not working for America first because England today is
holding the line and 1is doing practically all the fighting. Now
the real sentence is, "Let us kaeﬁ American going by giving aid

to Britain while we are arming ourselves,™ and that is the thought
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to get across. And I think you can all help tremendously to
make people realize the seriousness of the situation, and elim-
inate a lot of the perfectly silly prejudices that exist today
because of wrong slogans -- literally, the wrong slogans.

I suppose, for a:ampla; that if there is any person in the
United States who happens to be the leader of the America Fifst
movement, it is the unfortunate fellow wpo happens to have the
responsibility -- who happens to be President of the United States.
He is the leader of the America First movement. Now these other
fellows jumped, and nobody's printed the fact that they have
grabbed off something that does not belong to them. There's a
whole lot in that. I am just talking ordinary, old-fashioned

common senss.

Of course, -- well, of course, one of the things we don't
talk about an awful lot -- we come into the question of profits,
rates of profit, rates of taxation, and so forth and so on. Well,
you have got a simple answer on that. We are all pretty well
agreed that these are times not to make large profits, and we have
to go back in working things like that out. We have a curious
situation. I notice one or two -- the best friends that I have
in the world -- are very large stockholders, and T will give you
the illustration -- the Coca Cola Company. There are some of the
original people that went in, and they went in what to them was an
awful lot of capital =-- ten fhouaand dollars -- and today on that
original investment of ten thousand dollars -- figure out the per-
centage on that investment that they are getting in the way of

dividends. And yet, under the present tax laws -- mind you, that

5
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happens to be, of course, one shiniﬁg example under the present
tax law -- Coca Cola -- you take the everage they would get dur-
ing the previous five years. They don't pay any excess taxes on --
what? -- a thousand percent of profit, yet that is an awfully big
profit on an original amount of capital that you put in.
On the other hand, you take some other organization like --

Iuh,-what? -- United States Steel. Er -- taking it over a period
of ten years the yield to the individual who bought United States
Steel common is not high, while they are hit today because the
average ur-thair earnings this year is way ahead over the average --
above the average of the last five years. They are paying enormous
excess profits, but it -- and it 1is hitting the fellow who made
the investment in United States Steel. He is lucky if on the
average of the past ten years he has made four or five percent on
his money. Those are things that we have got, I think -~ there
is another subject for an editorial -- which are perfectly legit-
imate and nobody tekes note, but it would be funny to have some
of your humorists -- you all have them on your papers -- (1aughter)

€& In & business press?

THE PRESIDENT: You have all got humorists.

@ Even in our business press.

Q@ Unconsecious humorists.

THE PHESIDENT¥ Write a pilece on the people who have appeared before
Bob Doughton's Committee, (Ways and Means Committee of the House
of Representatives) the chewing tobacco people, (laughter) and --
oh, what? -- the cosmetics people, and so forth and so on, who are

weeping bitter tears, and getting the whole Committee weeping with
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them. The most amazing thing that has ever happened. Now, it

is perfectly all right for them to have their little speech, and
pull the tears out of the Gﬁmmittaa's eyes, but in the last anal-
ysis it is a sub ject for humorists' treatment, isn't 1it?

MR, WOOTON: It certainly is. We had a session with Jere Cooper (on
the sub-Committee of Internal Revenue of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee) this morning and he touched on that same thing.

THE PRESIDENT: There is a whole lot in it. ZEverybody's for free
speech, It is fine for them to go up there. Let's smile occa-
sionally!

MR, WOOT(N: That's right; that's right.

THE PRESIDENT: Well I think -- I think that, taking it by and large,
that a lot of the -- the business papers -- business as a whole
is going ﬁlong awfully well in this whole thing, and we are having
very, very few complaints.

I was talking the other day to one of those people who had
been during -- in the old days -- er -- largely responsible for
the great effort of 1917 and 1918, and there were three of the
fairly top people who were running the production -- the war
production of the country, which began, mind you, not until the
day we got into the war in 1917. There had been a certain amount
done in the way of orders from the -- from the British and the
French before we got into the war, but the great volume of orders
came after we got into the war with no preparation for 1t: _To
these three people I asked the straight question: "How does the

speed of our present production effort, on a relative besis, com-

pare with the speed -- and we have been going now for a year ==
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compare with the speed from the 6th of April, 1917, to the 6th
of April, 1918%" And all three of them -- although they are not,
in this particular year, responsible for this thing, and they
were then -- all three of them said, "You are way ahead of what
had been done in the first year of the World Wer." I said, "How
far?" And they said -- I think about -- they agreed about three
months ahead in the first twelve months of effort. Well, now,

that is quite a record to have that admitted by three fellows who

were responsible for the 1917 war. (meaning war effort)

MR. WOOTON: It certainly is.

THE PRESIDENT: I think that is a pretty good -- a pretty good compli-
ment to pay to American business. I really do.

MR. WOOTON: And that is the text of these editorials that industry :
by and iarge is doing --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes.

Mi. WOOTON: -~ & breath-taking job.

THE PRESIDENT: That's right. 0f course, there are an awful lot of
things that -- oh, what will I say? -~ interpretative writers --
some people call them -- columnists some people call them. (laughter)
They are not fair to business, not fair to government, either onms.
I will giva you & very good example.

Sqmﬂbﬁﬁy came out the other day -- 1t makes no difference
who it is -- it is perfectly terrible -- er -- we are way behind
on tanks, way behind, where we ought to be on the production of
tanks. And look at this thing! Tanks are needed. They are
needed by the Britigh in Egypt, in England, all over the place.

We need them also, and yet we are way, way behind. We have only
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just begun turning out a few tanks. Of course, it did not tell
the real story, the real story on tanks -- mind you -- that is
the trouble -- most of these fellows are right -- they just get
told one little thing and they don't know all the background. It
is not their fault. They put the thing down on paper without
checking.

Now, on tanks, what happened? Last year, about last summer,
from about the end of May on up to July, when they were working
out the priorities, that is to say, the classification that these
orders would go into, we needed to make four main divisions of
production. One was airplanes, of course, and another was guns --
‘anti-tank guns and all other kinds of guns. A third was ammuni-
tion -- I would say powder and shot and shell. And the fourth
was tanks. And we couldn't give an A-l priority to all four
groups because it would have slowed up the whole program group
if we had given equal pribrity to all four groups.

So the military people were called in, and the British were
called in, and we said to them, from the production point of view,
one at least of these groups has got to be put in the second --

the second category. Now, we fellows were laymen -- business-
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men -- and the Army and the Navy and the British said, ™7ell, about

the last thing we need today is tanks." (he laughs) They didn't
see the need at that time for tanks. Now, that is the best pos-
sible opinion that we could get, so out of those four. groups we
put the tank group into the second prio;ity category -~ deliver-
ately -- on military advice ~-- which we have to go on. Now, of

course, everybody is cussing out the tank manufacturers, and
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cussing out the Government for being behind.

Well, that is just an illustration of how you have to
know all of the surrounding facts before you can write intelli-
gently on some particular thing that you hear. I think it is
probably a good illustration.

MR. WOOTON: It certainly is. Well, Mr. President =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) As you know, if there is anything you
want to know about -- if it isn't highly confidential -- we have
to keep things -- some things, as I said in the Press Conference
today =-- when I make the report on the Lend-lease Bill on the
allocations of money, I will -- T will use fairly large sized
categorlies, but I cannot break it down. For -- for axampie, in
American production of airplanes for the -- for the British, I
will probably give the total number of dollars that have been
allocated to airplanes, but I won't be able, for military rea-
sons, to break it down, say X number of bombers and X number of
training plenes, and X number of pursuit ships. I mean, I shall
not be able =- I think it wise -- to gi;e the total of planes. I
can give the total number of dollars.

MR. WOOTON: That's right. Well, Mr. President, I think --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) It's good to see you all.

MR. WOOTON: I think it's mighty fine of you to see us, and in behalf
of these editors, I thank you very, very much.

THE PRESIDENT: If there's anything we can do to help, let us know.

MR. WOOTON: Thank you, Mr, President.
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