
CCIII lll&ifl'IAL 
Preaa Coatereaoe 1751, 
B.al4 1a Ue Prea14ed 18 8tU47 d lf:7de Park, B • Y •, 
1uu 27, 1941 - 11.40 .A..II., K.D.T. 

'l'fm PRBSI D!Hl': Well, Uat' a all there 1a. (Ben lfoada71 • no~ oa tlae 

4ed1eaUoa ot tlle J'ruklia D. RooHnlt Library) We are aot h&Yia& 

07 broadeaaUq be .. uH 1 t 1a eo abort u4 aillple. .......__ 

Q. Bow loq will it laat, llr. Preaideat? 

THE PRESID!!fl': About titteen miautea. 

Q. That 1 a tu whole ~rograa, rather tlaa.Jl your apeeeh? 

'MI PR&SIDBIT: About tin llimrtea. (aeuiJI& apMClh) Little leaa. lliae 

will probably be leaa. I don't thiak I kaow ~h1Dg at all. 

Q. Do you thillk 70u will be 1a .. ahillg\oa OJI. tlle Fourth? 

'l'BE Pm:siD:&m': I hana't got the taiateat idea. Sc.ebody aaid it •• 

supposed to be UJUlaual. Bau't U7bod7 been ia Waahiagtoa oa tlae 

Fourth? 

Q. Not it t lle7 caa help 1 t, Mr. Preside at • (laughter) 

Q. llr. Preaiden --

'IRK PRRSIDKN'l': ( illterpoai~~g) What 1a that tamoua tellow -- you ought to 
-! 
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bow. He ia quite a aaiat to all tba Ital1au, who tire ott tirnorka 

all the tille. Thia 1a ott the record. 

Q. • Roooo. 

TJm P.RESIDBm': Yea. When I •• Gonraor ot thh state - laugb.ter) --

there waa -- he had a -- he had a b1rthda7 two or three tim.aa a year. 

( laupter) PerteeU7 1aoorr1&1ble. Ript cloM to the exeeuU n 

.Muaioa' ud enry t 1ae that Roo co cue aloq, each churah -- there 

nre ou or two clulrehea quite aear ~- sot up a apeoial celebreUoa 

tor hia, u4 tba7 nre tlrlq ott theN sreat bi& bcaba 1a tla.a :park -
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111l1oh la about a blook trca tbl :benUYO lfauloa -- beplq uo an.D 

till tbroo o'olook 1Jl tu 110ra.1Jag - u4 ~u poor old bluop ot ne 

diooeae he had ao ettect, bocouH tiauo1al.l7 tbe churcua were 1a a 

hole all tu tiM; they had to be helped out by tho diooeH - tUJ' 

nre allooting ott all their IIIOUY ln tirnorta. (laughter) 

Thlo h all ott the record, but I thlllk eJl tho Fourth ot .1\alJ' 

it ion't a patch Oil this old tellcnr Rocco. (u laupa) 

MR. HASSX'l'l': You lalcnr, w cae up oa tbe other aide, oao daJ' last au.er 

-- Olle eTeal:ag, ud it was Oil tu riTor baalc dowa hero. It •• --

THE PR&SIDlDll': (iJI.terpoai:ag) Yea, ,.... Great dhpla;y. It •• on St. 

Peter'•• That's oa st. Peter's. 

MR. HASSX'l'l': SUre eaough the papers nre full ot it Jl.lil:t daJ'. It •• 

Saint Rocoo'a agaia. 

THE PRESIDDI': 1\lot see to it that w doll't pa .. Poughkeepsie oa St. 

Rocco'• DaJ'. (llughter ) 
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Q Same gonr-.ollts are sp .. diag iaccaea about the SBJIIe .,ay, Kr. Proaideat. 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Yea. (he laughs} 

Q Kr. President, sane colUJIUlist aaya that the tin-billioa-dollar l ead­

lease bill 1s COIIliag through into Congress. 

THB PRESIDBHT: I doa't kaow about it. 

Q Ia the new ---

THE PRESIDENT: ( coatlnuillg) I suppose it he liYOa long eaough it will be 

true. 

Q Isn't the figure about right? 

THI PRRSIDJm': I bana't got the taiateat idea. I hann't had aaythiag · 

rr. tu a&dgot J'et. 

Q About hcnr loag would he un to 11YO? 
$ 

• 

.. 
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'l'BI PBISI Dlll1': ftat? 

~ Boat how loq 1101&14 u han to lin? 

'1!11 PR&Sll>Df: I hann't got tlul taiat .. t idea oa tllat. 

~ Mr. Pre1ideat, 7011 laa4 a rt•it tu other 4&7 trc:a ... Iria le&hl&ton, 

no •id theJ o ... 4owa to lee JOU about tu Iria too4 lituatioa. 

We qu .. tioae4 thea about the po11ibilit7 ot aen41q ama 111lieh the 

Irta gonruut he• asked tor, we under•too4. I• there ~kiac 

tlaat . 70u oan tell u about that? 

'!'1m PRl!SIDid'l: I don't thiat 10. That 11 not the -- JOU lal.ow - :yo\t 

l'Gelllber, aa I laid betore, we didn't baTe U7 IU'III8 an1lable. There 

jut plain wrea' t uy. I said, howeTer, I would look 1Jlto the quea-

tion ot ritlel, but that I didn't thiat there wa1 U7 ammUAition to 

go with it, becau .. we are •7 behind oa ewnu•ition. C&rtridgea. So 

I am haTing the thiag looked iato. Now, ot course, CCBDJng to the 

other ~ueatioa, the -- aome tairl:y detiaite aa.urance that the7 will 

4etend theaaelTes against any German attaek. 

Q HaTe J'OU receiTed U7 auch asau.rancea, Mr. Preaideat? 

mJ: PRESID.B:Nl': No. No. 

Q Mr. President, han we taken up ottioiall:r ' with tlae Iriah the queatioa 

ot buea? 

THB PRESI DEI'f.l' : No. Nenr. 

Q There hae been a l ot written about it. 

THI PRISIDENT: I am quite aure that there ha• beea nothiag said bJ the 

Bziti1h about a aeizure ot ba881 in Ireland. 

Q Mr. President, how about -- aren't the Iriah hedging aroWL4 again? 

'ml PHISIDD'l': Wb&t? 

~ Aren't the Iria ohtDgSag their rt ... a bit, ia Tin ot G&t b uppeaia& 

. ~ -
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1a other parte ot JUro~? 

'l'RI PRESIDDr: I doD t t !mow. How ehould I lmow? (he laapa) 

Q Mr. President, the orlgbal ahlps which J'OU ottard to tua, the7 haTaa't 

achall7 cleared trca thb oouatr,. han thaJ'? 

'l'RI PBESIDDl': Bo • ao~ 78~ • r 
Q Ban ~he7 bean loaded, do J'OU bow? 

'l'HB PimSIDDI'r: I coulda'~ tell 7ou. Aa I ua.darnud i~ ~ll.e7 leased two 

ud bought oaa . 

Q I uadaratood it •• to loaa oaa, aad the other two were chartered or 

leaaed. 

'l'HB PRESIDINT: Yes. I don't know what has happeJted to thea. 

~ Mr. President, anythiJtg new oJt this priaa-ooatrol legislatioa? 

THE PRESID.li:NT: Not a thing. 

~ HaTe you heard, air, trom Mr. Sullner Wellea, oa the baokgroUJtd ot hia 

ooJtterenoe yuterday w1 th Kr. OUIIIaJ1aq? ( Coututine A. Oumauq, 

Ambassador t'rolll the u. s. s. R.) 

THE PRESIDENT: ~ haven't talked to him yet. I just got down here. (mean­

iJtg to the Study) 

~ Do you expect to talk to him on the subject toda,-? 

'l'HE PRESIDENT: Yea, I will probably talk to hiD. 

Q How about Mr. Hull? 

'l'Bl!: PRESIDENl': He ia doft-.at White Sulphur Springa. .No, I will probabl7 

talk to SUmJter aroUJtd quarter to ou, just betore lUJtch. 
7 

Q Mr. President, the ocamu•tn praaa 1a Bew York says that 7our polic,. 

o~aid to Ruaaia ia halt-hearted. Welles waa asked tor oa..aat t••-
tarda7, and he referred all queat1ou to you. Is there u,.th1q J'OU 

\ 

wut to •7 oJt this? .. 
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'1!11 PRESIDDr: I refer tua all to :you. 

pletel:y aa.were4. (he laugha) 

(laughter) lfow :you are oca-. ·- ... 

Q. llr. Prea14eat, CoDgreaa atill ae ... to be ldckill.g thla ~ labor 'eool-

1ag-ott' .bill aroua4. Have rou &JI1' aew ideaa? 

'rHI: PRBSIDINl': I hann't heard a word about 1t aiace -- ia web. 

Q. llr. Preaident, to oaae back to thia Irish •tter, :you aaid ·rou were 

lookiag 1ato the question of aeDdiag riflea. I• it poaaible there 

aight be ac:ae put 1a these ahipa that are now --­

'l'RE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, oh ao. 

Q. Not as aooa aa that? 

THE PRESIDENI': No. No. The onlr reason I said r1tlea was that -- J47 rea-
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aoa waa that the actual processing of rifles 1a getting on prett:y well. 

Now, nether we are up to the point where we haTe any reaene or not, 

I don't know, but I am reasonablJ certain that we are ~ behiad on 

•nmnuaition. We haven't· got enough tor ouraelTes. . •. 
Q. How does that happen, llr. President? 

'l'RE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. 11h7 1a it, ill that particular field, that we are wa:y behind? 

mE PRESIDENI': Because we had to build new Ulllluaitioa pl !Ulta. That •• 

not the case with rifles. Very few. 

Q. The Irish group, air, wanted arma cona14erab]J 1D exceaa ot just plaill. 

riflea though, didn't they, air? 

'l!ll PRESIDINT: , I doa't know. I haTen't Q7th1JI.g. 1fhe11 waa it that the 

K1.D.1ater ud llr. Aikeu,f C&M ill? A loq ti.U ago. 

Q. Amoath ago. 

>~ THE PRESIDENT: Well, the7 WBJI.ted all kinda of thinga, and ot course we 

hann't got tb.em ouraelna. 
' 
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Q. Ban 70\\ Mde aJl1' deoieion, air, aa to whether the aid that n O&A gin 

to Ruaaia will oa.e Wlder the lend-lease program, or *hat it will bet 

'l'BI PRESIDJ:NT: I hann't aot aJl1' more ideae than I had the other da7. 

IIR.J. IIISI..E!': Kr. President, there are two looal eituatione that eugpet 

tbntelne -- er -- pertioularl,- with reference to material• u.4 eo 

tort h. 
-

'lEI PRES~ENl': (i.Jlterpoei:llg) How, b7 the •T. ie the new oouol1datioD 

workiag out? 

MR. 1. BMSLEY: It'a ewell, ao far. 

THE ,PRESIDENI': Grand, grand. The7 keep moat ot the atatt oa? 

KR. 1. EMSL!f: Yea, air, the,- do. 

THE PRESIDENT: Fine, fine. 

417. . 

MR. 1. FVST-Ef: There was defiai te asauranoe of aeouri t7 ill tlaat conuotioD. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea, ,-es. How is the plaat of the new buildillg cOIIi.ng on? 

MR. J. J!JIST-Ef: Ver,. n1cel7, it should be started nr,. shortly aow, aad it 
:~ . - ' ' 

ie a nioe building, ot course, as ,-ou know. · 

THE PRESIDENT:. Awfully nice. Xr. Cook sent me a picture ot it -- Speidel 

aent me a picture. 

MR. J. llKSLEY': We are pleased to see that it contorma with the architecture. 

'l'BI PRESID.ENI': Yes. Well, ,-ou know, I came back with aaother auggeation, 

that waa that the7 all.ould take up with the oit7 tathera the buildiag 

ot a deceat cit7 hall. 

:am. 1. :DISLEI: Oh. 

THE PRESIDENT: Right acroaa oa the wet aide ot the same plaza. 

YR. 1. mlSLE!': And that probably _ _:_ 

'lEI PRESIDD'J.': ( illhrpoaiag) lhat? 

KR. 1. wsr:a:r: 11aJ I uae that , air? 

,. 
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'1'111 PlmSIDitft': I un beoa at U tor tweat7 ,..ars. I hojle I lin loq 

eaougb to set a decent cit7 hall ia Pouebkeepsie. 

KR. 1. wsr.'lf: Ia tbat . ooDUotioa, air, the old post ottioe - ( tu PNsi­

doat laughs) -- what do 70u suppoH 'ft could do with tU.tt 

'1!DI: PRBSIIIIl'll': I doa't k:Dow. I coulda't toll 7ou, otthud. I Jauen't 

heard about it tor au acntu. The o1t7 waated it about quanor-

priee and under the law tlae7 oould olll7 get it at halt-price, aoaotlaiae 

lilce that. 

KR. 1. l!IISLE!': tlh hu. 

(the Preaideat laugha) 

MR. 1. l!KST.XY': It h probable that some eventual use will be touad tor it. 

There was one wsgestion at one tillle tor a county -- tor a J'ederal 

court set up there, but apparently the Department ot tlae Iaterior 

which had the -.tter ill hand, I bellen, hadn't found 8111 detia1te 

plan t or it. 

THE PRESIDENT: There wasn't enough J'ederal court businesa -- waan't enough 
-
' to · justify it. 

YR. :r. :m.tsLEr: No. There was oae eusgeation that they 1118rge J'ede":l otticea 

in thia area. 

'mE PRESIDll:m': Yea, 7es. 

MR. 1. l!IISJJ!:f: Ot eourse, I would assume that there will be acme use toua4 

tor it. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea. Well, it'• a good wbstantial building, it ian't 

awfully good arohitectarally, but it will last a good maDf yeara more. 

MR. 1. DIBI-KT: Tea, air~ 
' t• 

'l'RI PRESIDKNT: It will be und, all rigllt. 

KR. 1. !liSLE!': 11&7 I 1Adulge tor oae maaeat oa tkia .... oa taotor,. below 

./ 
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Uoud the ol4 plot, au that 1a sn, ot oovao, au U.o:r are soiac 

ah .. d w1 til O.o t'oudaUoa atnoture ot Uo an b1S pl.ut. ot OOIU"M 

tu:r are ahori ot atool, ad tu:r han had ben prioru:r, bat Lftia 

S...:uoa, tho ooatraotor, aa:ra tha~ thq would like aOM help oa s•t­

tiJag that noel. (the Preaido.at laupa) I auppoao there ia aoth1q 
..) 

:rou caa ---

THE PRBSID!Nr: (iaterpoaiJag) Which plaat ia 1t, which old plaatt 

IIR. 1. wst.EI: The old Delapeaha plut. (the R. U. Delapeab.a & Co. pla.at, 

South Road ) 

THE PRESIDENT: The old Delapeaha plut? 

MR. 1. l!JISLEr: Yes. It 1a the place the:r haTe recoaditioaed, aad tho:r are 

going ahead , probabl:r a:tter J'ul:r t'irat. But ia the meaa.tiJia, the:r are 

buil diq that huge plot which 1a oae hundred thousaad aqua.re t eet ot' 

apace , and that plant or course will need a lot ot i t. Ot courae, I 

suppose it is l ike eTerythiJlg el se, the:r haTe t o wait tor steel like 

encybody el ae. 

'!HE PRESIDENT: They hann't done aa;rthiAg with the old lloliae (Kolbe Pln 

CCIIIpuy ) plot • The:r han 'goae ~ead w1 th the plana tor the aowago 

diapoaal. Did they publ:iah 'a7 letter? 

MR. 1. JIJL'3T-KY': I didll't aee it. You meaa the receat oaet 

mE PRESIDIHl': Yes, t o the cit,. e~~giaeer. 

MR." 1. JNSi.Ey: No. 

THE PRESIDENT: Get itl (laugk) It'• hotl (more laughter) 

MR. J'. DISLB!': I a that r1glatt (the Preaideat laugha, thea tluly all laqll) 

Q. Are we pttiq aa auoh u.Uoaal. un out ot tb.ia ooatereaoo u w are leoalt 
t 

'ml PRESIDIRl': (he laupa) 

' . 
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Q Ban JOU hea1'4 Q7thiq abou~ a uw .:TaJ~Ue•• a~Uhde? . 

'l'BI ~IIIDl': Hot a thlq. 

Bo, really, oa tJlia ae•p 41apoul ~hiq, U.e - I ~iak 7011 

u4 the ~- tellon 1lill be iahr .. ted 1a tJlia. Abou~ tw•y -

nat ia ~hh? -- 21 - 21 - &bon tlairty yeua aao -- I su••• wbea I 

•• up ia U.e stab aeah -- I called athlltioa ~o ~ taot tha~ U• 

oity ot Pouglakeepaie -- whicah 1a a bit aallar tllaa it ia 1101J, 35 ,000 

people en• thea -- •• duapiag raw aenge into the Hudaoa rinr, .., 
' -· 
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which 1a a tide rinr. Ia other worda, it tlon b~h war• u:p aad 4oa, 

aJM1 thea up aad thea don, tour time• a day, to a poiat abou~ a mile 

trom the iatake ot the water .upply ot the o011111u.aity • 

. Aad I BUgge steel a se•ge diapoul plant. And nothing •• do•, 
and we had a sueoeaaion ot city admiJliatrationa aad mayor• ot both 

partiea, etc. They did a lot ot th inga, but they at ill contiaued, 

and atill continue -- you people at the Nelaon Bouse, you are atill 

drillkbg •ter out ot the Hudson river, juat one mile trca the plaoe 
' - . 

that raw ae•ge f§lea into the same rinr. (·laughter) 

YR. .:r. EMSLX!': We are taking atepa ---

THE PRBSI Il!Nl': ( oont iauing) This 1a rough atutt on 11rf owa oouaty towa. 

Am I right? 

YR • .:r. lDISLEr: Right. 

'I'.IfE PRESim:N'l': &.t it' a true. Oh, I auppoae 1 t 1a sate trcm the point ot 

view ot health, because the water 18 about oae-quuter ohloriae to 

three-quarter• w.ter. (he laugha) And that'• what you all live oa 

wben you are ia Poqhlceepaie . (laughter) Perbapa tllat atatem .. t -­

(loud laughter breaka ott hie aell'tnae, ud he alapa his haad on the 

deale) Therein liea aa eaouae. • What a beNt it? 

,. 
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Q Pert••~ alU.1 aowl 
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'1'lm PRISIDII!IT: 'l'ha~' a rlpt. Well, aa JOU bow, alaoe U.e period troa 1933 

oa, to abaa~ a ,.ar qo, ••• ~ c-.Wlit}' •• a nry UMtal projM~ 

ot tlaat oouatr, r ou could get aot oal7 W .P • .A.. J'edera1 tunda but alao 

P.W.A. J'ederal tuada oa a tortr-dxt7 -~olllas baela, od I plea4e4 

with Pougllt .. paie to take adTUtage ot 1t aad put 1a a ... ge dhpoeal 

plant. Well, the Uu •• up. The l aat we had wu a year ago l &n 

J"uuary, had ther been started b7 that time. And they did a~h1118 

about it. 

At this particular time, when as you kllow we are trying t o aToid, 

oa account or the defense program, aDd infinitely greater emploJ~~eat 

all oTer the cou.atry -- we are teyiag t o u oid all oTer the c0Wlt17 

buil diag public work& t hat can be det erred, put t hose public worka 

that caa be deterred into -- it might be called a 'kitty' -- a pool 

traa uich we can draw whea thia detenae program is over, 80 that it 

won't be ' t remudoua let-doWJl, under which we can tranater people who 

atop belag .. ployed on detease t h ings, and put them oa ~ertain Tel7 

essential but deterred public worka. 

Well, it just eo happe.ud at that particular time, the dear cit7 

ot Poughlcee~ie decided to go ahead alld do the aewage diapoaal, attar 

nearly thirty years discuaaioa or it. 

And I wrote to the city tathera in Pougbkeepaie &ad t old them 
• 

that, in Ti .. ot the thirty years del~, I thougbt they migh~ ftit 

uother ,.ar or two, and it it •• s~thiq that •• -- that •• braa4 

n .. , 1t llisllt be Tery easential., but p1 opl.e got alo11g drhkhg tllia 

' IJtutt tor thirty rears. {laugtlter) .b4 er -- er - I thought tll•J' 
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Poqllkeepaie. ( laupter) r . / 

Q Quite a ehloriie abonap. 

THI PRESII!DI'l': What? 

Q You han got quite a ohloriae ahortage now. It 1a iaportaat ill defeue, 

tu:r aa:r. 

THE PRJ:SIDJ:N'l': Shortage in ohlorille? Well, where are :rou tellowa goiag to 

m.on to? (he laughs) 

UR. 1. EWll'·XY: I tballk :rou, Kr. Preaidut. 

THE PRESIDENT: You brought it on )'O.lrseU'. (laughter) .. 
Q. Kr. President, do :rou atill hope to get up to Q.uouet Poiat a0111eti.lu 

thia summer, to look oYer tile baaea? 
- , 

THE PRESIDINT: I hann't got any i dea. I would like to get ott where U 

1a a little cooler than arouad this neck of the woods. I hann't got 

&ll1 plua. 

Q llr. President, oa all these requ .. ta for aid from nrioua couatriea, the:r 

all run into this si tuatioa that the production :ret -- hasn't yet 

reached its peale. How long do you thillk it is goiag to take, sir, be-

tore we are reall:r turaillg out things ill trem.eadous TOl\1118? 

THB PRESIDENT: You will ban to ask somebody that baa got the agreem.eat 

ud wants to show :rou that. You can't uae a glitteriag generalizatioa 

on a program ot that kind. Some things are at peak, eom.e thiaga are 

ccmins to peak, ~e thiaga 11111 ccme along t o peak, and aix or eight 

of those things won •t ccme to peak tor another :rear. You can't U8ftr 

tbon quatioaa oD.l:r ia a general way. It depends oa the particular 

&Miole • 
• • 

Q. ~ a general propo.ttion, llr. Preaident, are :rou .. tiatied with the 
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u .. p ... t ot the 4eteue ettort? 

'1'HI PRISI.uatr: That 1a a110ther glltteriq gunall~. ac-e thiap - 78•: 

ea.. thiqa -- ao. 

IIR. RB!NOLm: Tha.ak you, Jlr. Preeiden't. 

'l'HK PRISIDIN'l': J'iu. 

MR. DtJRHO: Back to ou quarter ohlor1ae u4 three quarter• •terl 

'l'HE PRISIDINI': Tha.ak God at last I han ginn 70U all an al1b1. 

Q Do we need it? 

THB PRESID!NT: Yes. 

VOICE: Good-bye, Mr. President. 

VOICE: Thank you • 
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