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CONFIDENTIAL

Press Coaferemce #751,

Held im the Presidext's Study at Hyde Park, N. Y.,

June 27, 1941 == 11.40 A.M., E.D.T.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that's all there is. (Next Monday's story oa the
dedieation of the Franklim D. Roosevelt Library) We are not having
any broadeasting because it is so short amd simple.

Q How lomg will it last, Mr, Presideat?

THE PRESIDENT: About fifteen mimutes.

Q That's the whole program, rather than your gspeech?

THE PRESIDENT: About five minutes. (meaning speech) Little less. Minme
will probably be less. I don't thinmk I kmow anything at all.

Q Do you think you will be im Washington om the Fourth?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got the faintest idea. Somebody said it was
supposed to be umusual. Hasn't anybody been in Washington on the
Fourth?

Q Not if they cam help it, Mr. President. (laughter)

Q Mr, Presideat ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What is that famous fellow =- you ought to
know. He is quite a saint to all the Italiamns, who fire off fireworks
all the time. This is off the record.

Q Roeeo.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. When I was Govermor of this State -- laughter) =--
there was -- he had a -- he had a birthday two or three times a year.
(laughter) Perfeetly incorrigible. Right close to the executive
Mansion, and every tm.thnt Rocco came along, each chureh -- there
were ome Or two churches quite near -- got up a special celebration

for him, and they were firing off these great big bombs in the park --
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which is# about a block from the Executive Mamsion -- keeping us awake
till three o'cloek in the morning -- and the poor old bishop of the
diocese he had no effect, because financially the churches were ia a
hole all the time; they had to be helped out by the diocese -~ they
were shooting off all their money in fireworks. (laughter)
This is all off the record, but I think n the Fourth of July

it isn't a patch on this old fellow Rocco. (he laughs)

MR, HASSETT: You kmow, we came up om the other side, ome day last summer
-= one evening, and it was on the river bamk down here. It was --

THE PRESIDENT: {intorpnling} Yes, yes. Great display. It was on St,
Peter's. That's omn St., Peter's.

MR. HASSETT: Sure emough the papers were full of it next day. It was
Saint Roceo's lgﬁi:l.

THE PRESIDENT: Just see to it that we don't pass Poughkanpn-in on St.
Roceco's Day. (Bughter)

Q Some govermuments are spending incames about the same way, Mr., Presidemt.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. (he laughs)

Q Mr, President, same columnist says that the five-billiom-dollar lemd-

lease bill is coming through into Congress.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't kmow about it,

Q Is the new ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I suppese if he lives long emough it will be
true.

Q Isn't the figure about right?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got the faintest idea. I haven't had amything
from the Budget yet.

& Q About how long would he have to live? \
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THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q About how lomg would he have to live?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got the faimtest idea om that.

Q Mr. President, you had a visit the other day from some Irish legislators,
who said they came down to see you about the Irish food situationm.
We questiomed them about the possibility of sendimg arms which the
Irish government has asked for, we understood. Is there anything
that you can tell us about that?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't thilkliﬂ. That is not the =-- you know =-- you

remember, as I said before, we didn't have any arms availeble. There

Just plain werem't any. I said, however, I would look into the ques=-

tion of rifles, but that I didn't think there was any ammunition to
go with it, because we are way behind on ammunition. Cartridges. Seo
I lﬁ.hﬂting the thing looked imto. Now, of course, coming to the
other question, the -- some fairly defimite assurance that they will
defend themselves against any German attaek.

Q Have you received any such assurances, Mr. Presidemt?

THE PRESIDENT: No. No.

| Q Mr. President, have we taken up officially with the Irish the questiom

of bases?
THE PRESIDENT: No. Never.
Q There has been a lot written about it.
THE PRESIDENT: I am quite sure that there has been nothimg said by the
British about a seizure of bases in Ireland.
Q Mr. President, how about -- aren't the Irish hedging around again?
THE PRESIDENT: What?

’ " Q Aren't the Irish changing their views a bit, im view of what is happening
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in other parts of Europe? _

THE PRESIDENT: TI don't know. How should I know? (he laughs)

Q Mr. President, the original ships which you offered to them, they haven't
actually cleared from this country have they?

' THE PRESIDENT: No, not yet.

Q Have they been loaded, do you kmow?

THE PRESIDENT: I couldm't tell you. As I umderstand it they leased two
and bought ome.

Q I understood it was to loan ome, and the other two were chartered or
leased.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I don't know what has happened to them.

Q Mr. President, anything new on this priee-control legislation?

THE PRESIDENT: Not a thing.

Q Have you heard, sir, from Mr. Sumner Welles, om the background of his
conference yesterday with Mr. Oumansky? (Comnstantine A. Oumansky,
Ambassador from the U. S. S. R.)

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't talked to him yet. I just got down here. (mean-
ing to the Study)

Q Do you expect to talk to him omn the subject today?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I will probably talk to him.

Q How about Mr., Hull?

THE PRESIDENT: He is down-at White Sulphur Springs. No, I will probably
talk to Sumner around quarter to ome, just before lun;?h.

Q Mr, President, the communist press in New York says that your policy
on aid to Russia is half-hglrte&. Welles was asked for comment yes-
terday, and he referred all questions tq you. Is there anything you

want to say on this?
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THE PRESIDENT: I refer them all to you. (laughter) Now you are com-
pletely answered. (he laughs)

Q Mr. President, Congress still seems to be kicking this May labor 'eool-
ing-off' bill around. Have fou any new ideas?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard ﬁ word about it simce -~ in weeks.

Q Mr, President, to come back to this Irish matter, you said you were

looking into the question of sending rifles. Is it possible there

might be some put im these ships that are now ---
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, oh mo.
Q Not as soon as that?

THE PRESIDENT: No. No. The only reason I said rifles was that -- my rea-

gon was that the actual processing of rifles is getting on pretty well.
Now, whether we are up to the point where we have any reserve or not,
I don't know, but I am reasonably certain that we are way behind on
ammunition. We haven't got emough for ourselves.

Q How does that happen, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Why is it, in that particular field, that we are way behind?

THE PRESIDENT: Because we had to build new ammunition plants. That was
not the case with rifles. Very few.

Q The Irish group, sir, wanted arms considerably in excess of just plain
rifles though, didn't they, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: .I dom't know. I haven't anything. When was it that the
Minister and Mr., Aikeng came in? A lnng time ago.

Q A month ago.

‘ THE PRESIDENT: Well, they wanted all kinds of things, and of course we

haven't got them ourselves. -
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Q@ Have you made any deeision, sir, as to whether the aid that we can give

to Russia will come under the lend-lease program, or what it will be?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got any more ideas than I had the other day.

MR.

J. EMSLEY: Mr, President, there are two local situations that suggest

themselves -- er -- particularly with reference to materials and o
forth.
PRESIDENT: (interposing) How, by the way, is the new comsolidationm

working out?

J. BMSLEY: It's swell, so far.

PRESIDENT: Grand, grand. They keep most of the staff on?

J. EMSLEY: Yes, sir, they do.

PRESIDENT: Fine, fine.

J. EMSLEY: There was definite assurance of security in that conmection.

PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. How is the plamt of the new building coming on?
J. EMSLEY: Very nicely, it should be started very shortly imr, and it
is a nice building, of course, as you know. 2

PRESIDENT: Awfully nice. Mr. Cook sent me a picture of it =-- Speidel
sent me a picture.

J. EMSLEY: We are pleased to see that it conforms with the architecture.
PRESIDENT: Yes. Well, you know, I cames back with amother suggestion,
that was that they should take up with the city fathers the building
of a decent c¢ity hall.

J. BMSLEY: Oh.

PRESIDENT: .Right across on the west side of the same plaza.

J. EMSLEY: And that probably =--

PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

J. EMSLEY: May I use that, sir?
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THE PRESIDENT: I have beem at it for twenty years. I hope I live lomg
emough to get a decent city hall im Poughkeepsie.

MR. J, EMSLEY: In that.commection, sir, the old post office -- (the Presi-

dent laughs) -- what do you suppose we could do with that?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I couldn't tell :;nu, offhand. I haven't
heard about it for six months. The city wanted it about quarter-
price and under the law they could only get it at half-price, something
like that.

MR, J. EMSLEY: Uh huh.

(the President laughs)

MR, J. EMSLEY: It is probable that some eventual use will be found for it.

There was one suggestion at one time for a county -- for a Federal
court set up there, but apparently the Department of the Interior
which had the matter in hand, I believe, hadn't found any definite
plan for it.

THE PRESIDENT: There wasn't enough Federal court business -- wasn't enough
t:u'jutify 5t

MR. J. EMSLEY: No. There was ome suggestion that they merge Federal offices
in this area.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

MR. J. EMSLEY: Of eourse, I would assume that there will be some use foumd
for it.

THE PRESIDENT: TYes. Well, it's a good substantial building, it isn't
awfully good architecturally, but it will last a good many years more.

MR, J. EMSLEY: Yes, sir. 4

THE PRESIDENT: It will be used, all right.

MR. J. EMSLEY: May I imdulge for ome moment on this cammon factory below
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Poughkeepsie. Of course, they are goimg ahead. They have recondi-
tiomed the old plant, amnd that is small, of course, and they are going
ahead with the foundation structure of the new big plant. Of course
they are short of steel, and they have had best priority, but Louis
Swenson, the contractor, says that they would like some help on get-

ting that steel. (the Presidemt laughs) I suppose there is mothing

ot
you cam =--

THE PRESIDENT: (imterposing) Which plamt is it, which o0ld plamt?
MR. J, BMSLEY: The old Delapemba plant. (the R. U. Delapemha & Co. plamt,

South Road)

THE PRESIDENT: The old Delapemha plant?

MR. J. EMSLEY: Yes. It is the place they have reconditiomed, amnd they are
going ahead, probably after July first. But in the meantime, they are
building that huge plamt which is ome hundred thousamd square feet of
space, and that plant of course will need a lot of it. Of course, I
suppose it 1s like everything else, they have to wait for steel like
everybody else.

THE PRESIDENT: They haven't done amything with the old Moline (Moline Plow
Company) plamt. They have gome &head with the plans for the sewage
dinpoul.. Did they publish my letter?

I didn't see it. You mean the receant ome?

-

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, to the city engimeer.

MR. J. EMSLEY: No.

THE PRESIDENT: Get it! (laugher) It's hot! (more laughter)

MR. J. EMSLEY: Is that right? (the President laughs, them they all laugh)

Q Are we getting as muech natiomal news out of this conferemce as we are local?

THE PRESIDENT: (he laughs)
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Q Have you heard amythimg about a mew Japamese attitude?.
THE PRESIDENT: Not a thimg.

No, really, om this sewage disposal thing, the -- I thimk you
and the other fellows will be imterested im this. About twemty ==
what is this? =- 21 == 21 -- about thirty years ago -- I guess when I
was up im the State semate -~ I called attention to the fact that the
eity of Poughkeepsie -- which is & bit amaller than it is mow, 35,000
people even thul ;-- wags dumping raw sewage into tIP Hudson river,
whinh“j:l a ;m: .1-:1.“1*. In other words, it flows both ways up emd down,
and then up and them down, four times a day, to a point about a mile

from the intake of the water supply of the community.

And I suggested a sewage disposal plant. And nothing was dome,
and we had a suecession of ecity administrations amd mayors of both
parties, ete. They did a lot of things, but they still continued,
and still continue -~ you people at the Nelson House, you are still
drinking water out of the Hudson river, just -ona mile from the pllﬂlﬂ
that raw sewage goes into thﬁ game river. (laughter)

MR. J. EMSLEY: We are taking steps ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) This is rough stuff on my own coumty town.
Am I right?

MR. J. EMSLEY: Right.

THE PRESIDENT: But it's true. Oh, I suppose it is safe from the point of
view of health, because the water is about ome-quarter chlerime to
three-quarters water. (he laughs) And that's what you all live om
when you are im Poughkeepsie. (laughter) Perhaps that statement --
(loud laughter breaks off his sentence, and he slaps his hamd on the

desk) Therein lies am escuse. " What about it? (he laughs) ZEverybody
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looks at everybody else. (he laughs again)

Q Perfect alibi mow!

THE PRESIDENT: Thet's right. Well, as you kmow, simce the period from 1933
on, to abaut a year ago, when any camunity was a very useful projeet
of that county, you unuid get not only W.P.A. Federal funds but llin
P.W.A, Federal funds on a forty-sixty matching basis, and I pleaded
with Poughkeepsie to take advantage of it and put im a sewage disposal
plant. Well, the time was up. The last we had was a year ago last
January, had they been started by that time. And they did nothing
about it.

At this particular time, when as you know we are trying to avoid,
on account of the defense program, and infinitely greater employmeamt
all over the country -- we are trying to avoid all over the country
building public works that can be deferred, put those public works
that can be deferred imto -- it might be called a 'kitty' -- a pool’
from which we can draw when this defense pruérnm is over, so that it
won't be a trememdous let-down, under which we can transfer pecople who
stop being employed on defemse things, and put them om certain very
essential but deferred public works.

Well, it just =0 happenmed at that particular time, the dear city
of Poughkeepsie decided to go ahead amd do the sewage disposal, after
nearly thirty years discussion of it.

And I wrote to the city fathers in Poughkeepsie and told them
thet, in view of the thirty years delay, I thought they might wait
another year or two, and if it was something that was -- that was brand
new, it might be very essential, but psople got along drimking this

stuff for thirty years. Illughiar} And er -- er -- I thought they
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might go amother year or two. So¢ that's the story om the city of
Poughkeepsie. (laughter)

Q Quite a ehlorine shortage.

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q You have got quite a chlorime shortage mow. It is important in defense,
they say.

THE FRESIDENT: Shortage in chlorine? Well, where are you fellows goiag to
move to? (he laughs)

MR. J. EMSLEY: I thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: You brought it on yourself. (laughter)
Q Mr. President, do you still hope to get uén to Quonset Point sometime
this summer, to look over the bases?
THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got any idea. I would like to get off where it
I) is a 1little cooler than around this neck of the woods. I haven't got
any plans.
Q Mr, President, om all these requests for aid from various countries, they
all run into this situation that the production yet -- hasn't yet
\ reached its peak. How long do you think it is goimg to take, sir, be-

| fore we are really turming out things in tremendous volume?

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to ask somebody thet has got the agreement
and wants to show you that. You can't use a glitterimg generalizationm
on a program nlr that kind. Some things are at peak, some things are
coming to peak, some thimgs will come along to peak, and six or eight
of those things won't come to peak for another year. You can't amswer
those questions only in a general way. It depends om the particular
article.

. Q As a general proposition, Mr., President, are you satisfied with the
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management of the defense effort?

THE PRESIDENT: That is amother glittering gemerality. Some things -~ yes;
some things =-- mo,

MR. REYNOLDS: Thank you, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Fine.

MR. DURNO: Back to ome quarter chlorime and three quarters water!

THE PRESIDENT: Thank God at last I have given you all an alibi.

Q Do we need it?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

VOICE: Good=bye, Mr, President.

VOICE: Thank you.
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