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CONFI IlENI' IAL 
Press Conference #774, 
Executive Otti ces ot the President , 
October 10, 1941 - - 10.45 A.M. 

THE PRESIDEN.l': How are you all this morning? 

Q. Any chance of Hyde Park this morning? 

THE PRESIDENI': What? 

Q. Hyde Park this week end? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

Q. That ' s good news . 

(pause here ) 

THE PRESIDENT: Lots for you today . 

Q. Health figures? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q Health figures? 

THE PRESIDENl': Yes . 

L~. DONALDSON: All in . 

20 7 

i 

-·· 

THE PRESIDENl': I have a lot of things for you t oday , for a change . 

Er -- charity begins at home . This morning, Mr , Crim, Head 

Usher of the White House , came to me and said that he had been rum-

maging around in the basement, and had turned up about half a ton of 

copper and brass waste . Now, if that happens in the ~fuite House , isn't 

• it reasonable to assume that an awful lot of GOvernment-ovmed metal, 

which is not only usable but extremely useful, is lying around all 
• 

through Washington , and in other Government buildings , and other parts 

of the country? 

This particular metal happened to be sane valves and joints , and 

things like that , that were put aside many year s ago, Vlith the idea 
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that they might possibly be used. They are out of date, and they are 

going t o be sent down to the Navy Yard to be melted up. And I am a sk-

ing Mr . Peters , the Buildi ng Superintendent for the D1 st rict , to go 

around and make a search , and see what else he can dig up i n the way 

of -- er -- met als like copper and brass , things we are short of , and 

deliver them to the nearest point where they can be melted up for Govern-

ment use . And one building in which you can dig up a half a ton --

a thousand pounds is pretty g:> od . And we hope t o do our oon house-

cleaning , so that we can ' t be charged with not being thorough. 

I~R . GOJJ.VIN: Sounds like Calvin Coolidge . 

'l'HE PRESIDENI' : Sounds just like President Coolidge all right . (laught e r) 

Q ~ . President , why couldn ' t you have such a campaign and have school-

children bring in ---

'l'HE ~RE3IDENT: (interposing) &cause we aren' t ready t o have a campaign for 

brass, copper and t h ings of that ki nd . 1'/e have had an aluminum campaign . 

Q Do you plan t o melt up any brass hat s? (loud laughter ) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we are doing that now , and vre have a much politer term 

for it . ·:/e call it ' liquidating' . (laught er} Essentially the same 

thing . 

: . .R. GOD!iiN: Mr . President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing} Er - - on the -- anything else on that subject? 

!.:.R. GOn'liN: Er I want to ask about aluminum , when the time comes , sir , 

that was all. 

'l.'H.E PRESIDENI' : Yes . What about aluminum? 

MR . GOIMIN: There have been criticisms that the aluminum campaign was a fake , 

or a phony , that it was not necessa r y -- in ve ry bald language , Do you 

care to say anything about that? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Ot course it is necessary , because we are terribly short 

ot aluminum in every part of the world . Now., how much actually came in 

as a result of that campaign you will have to find rut from the people 

who ran it . lt ·was very successful on the whole . 

And , the next point is that I am going on -- I am going to call --

this year Navy Day , the 27th of October - - broaden it out . I think 

it should be broadened out . The same way next year -- Axmy Day - - we 

will br oaden that out . And the t hought is that on the 27th of October 

we will call it -- er -- Naval and Total Defense Day, and -- er -- I 

probably am going to go down to the hotel here to a dinner -- I think 

) 
it is under the auspices of t he Navy League, and say a few kind words 

into the microphone . 

Number three, I have - - Steve (Mr . Early) has mimeographed it for 

you - - t he checkup on the people who were disqualified under the Selective 

Service Act for physical, mental or educational reasons . There were 

about a mill ion young men rejected , whic h is about fifty percent , just 

under -- a fraction of a point under f ifty - - er -- fifty percent of 

all those who were called . That is a pr etty serious thing . Something 

the country ought t o t ake unto i t self . The bre~~down of this fifty 

percent, or a million men , is roughly somewhat as follows: 

About a hundred thousand of t hem were turned. down -- er because 

they couldn ' t meet the fourth grade educational requirements . 

Q (interposing ) How many, Mr . President? 

THE PRESIDENI': A hundred thousand . Or the other 900 ,000 , they were re-

jected because of physical or mental disability . So on the basis of 

, that 900 ,000 , this memo Steve has had mimeographed t:or you shows the 
• 

l percentages along -- er -- physical or mental reasons . And -- er --
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there is no use your taking this dovm , you will get it afterwards . 

Dental defects -- teeth -- 188,000. Little over 20% of them. That is 

the principal trouble . Defective eyes thirteen and something . Cardio

vascular diseases -- well , I will call it heart and circulation 

relatively the sem.e thing -- ten percent . Musculo- skeletal defects 

6-8/lOths percent . Venereal disease 6 . 3%. 57 ,000 people . ~ental and 

nervous diseases 6 . 3%. Hernia 6 . 2%. Defects of the ears , 4 .6%. De

fects of the feet 4%. Defective lungs , including T.B., 2 .9%. And then 

a very large miscellaneous group , 17%. Those include loss of an arm, 

or a l eg , or an eye , or something of that kind . They are - - a very 

large percent age in the miscellaneous are· caused by accidents . 

Of this number, General Hershey-- er -- estimates t hat 200 , 000 

out of the 900 , 000 can be completely rehabilitated and made available 

for general service in the Armed Forces . The remainder -- many of the 

remainder can be rehabilitated t o perform only limi te.d service . Some, 

because of mental and nervous cardiovascular and pulmonary diseases , 

and musculo-skeletal defects are incapable 9f rehabili t ation, or even 

limited service, and are t herefore not being considered under this new 

rehabilitation program for the Selective Service registrants . 

Tne initial objective , that I decided on yesterday afternoon in 

this rehabilitation program, will be the 200 ,000 registrants who can be 

completely rehabilitated and ~Ade available for general military ser- · 

vice , at a relatively small cost and a reasonably short period of time . 

Certain t ypes of diseases , such as . deficiencies of teeth , operable 

hernia , venereal diseases , and eyes, and other minor defects , will be 

corrected in cases where the Army determines that the registrant \•.111 

then be acceptable for gener al military service . 
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The regist rant will have the privilege of hav ing t he services 

performed by his family physician , or his dent i st , i n his own com-

munity. The cost of it will be borne, by the Federal Government , as a 

necessary part of the national defense program , and additional funds 

will be made available to the Selective Service System for this pur-

pose . 

".'/ell , I think that covers it fairly well. I suppose the easiest 

1~y of putt ing it is this -- you have t o take some specific cases : 

Suppose a boy turns up , and he has got bad teeth . l'lell , the fi.rst 

thing you would fi nd out about is whether he has hie teeth or not , eo 

we could fix it up . He will t hen be all right for general service . 

And probably in the majority of cases, that can be done in a less - -

short time -- probably inside of two weeks , for the very simple reason 

that most people with defective teeth at that age -- it ' s just because 

they have never gone to a dentist, and they have got a lot of holes in 

their t eeth that need fillings . To be a l ittle more specific, it 

doesn •t make much difference if one of his front teeth are out_,_ .but 

it does for his general health and availability for general service, 

that means a lot if his molars -- the things he chewswith -- are out . 

So if he has -- as sometimes happens -- completely lost - - m has had 

his molars taken out, he '-is a pretty bad risk to be taken into the A;rmy 

with false teeth . Something always goes wrong . (laughter) • 

t;R, GODI1IN: Grant had them. 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

MR. GOUVIN: Grant had tham. He lost them . (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Er -- indeed , if he still has enough molars t o fill , he can 

probably be f i xed up in a couple of weeks , and then -- er - -to do it, 
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pick his own family dentist . If he hasn' t got any family dentist , as 

he pr obably hasn't, the idea is that the Selection Board in the locality 

will send him to a dentist , and that the dentist, through a - - er --

scale which would be agreed on by the -- er -- American Dental Associa-

tion, and the local dental association, and so forth and so on, in ac-

cordance with some scale of pay , the dentist would be paid for this 

boy at -- er - - oh , what? -- so much an hour and - - er - - that the 

actual cost to the Gove:t:nment will be very low - - relatively low per 
-

boy vmo is rehabilitated dentally . 

Well , the same - - the same procedure will apply to some or these 

other categories , and we believe that a large -- a large maj~rity of 

the dental cases can be rehabilitated -- put back: - - put into the ser-

vice . 

In the case of defective eyes , there are some defective eyes which 

can be sufficiently corrected by the use of glasses - - as we all know 

-- for er -- specialized - - er work: in the Army -- er - - in Army 

' positions where you don t have to be able to see ten miles . Er --

pr obably a smaller percentage of defective eyes could be er - - taken 

in er -- than defective teeth . Then you come down to a couple of --

er categories cardiovascular diseases , and the musculo- skeletal 

diseases . Probably -- er -- a great deal smeller percentage of those 

cases can be rehabilitated . 

Now they are going after those in this way , that t hose cases will 

be set aside by the local Selection Board, with a report of those that 

are what might be called doubtful cases . Then a traveling -- er --

medical board, from the Army Medical Service , will go ' round from place 

I - to place -- not one board , but teams . i suppose 'teams ' is the easiest 
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WfiY of putt ing it . They will go around -- t hey will look over these t 
4oubtful cases , where there is a possibility ot rehabilitation, and 

they will make t he f inal determination as t o whether -- er -- such 

cases should be taken care of by a doctor , for the purpose of rebabili-

tat ion. 

Then you come t o the 57, 000 cases of venereal-- 6. 3%. ~ell, of 

course we know nowadays that the ver y large major i ty of those can be 

cured, and cured in very short order . So they will not be merely di s-

charged , t hey will be kept under the orders of the Selection Board 

and t·old to go and get cured , and report back . I 
There won t be any 

• 
evasion of service, of \'lhich t here have been a number of cases because 

of that particular t hing. They will be compelled , under orders, to get 

cured up and report back for service in t he Army. 

Then you come to mental and Dervous diseases . Again 57,000 of them. 

6 .3%. Well, probably a very small proportion of those can be rebab111-

tated , but that requires again a recheck by these traveling -- er - -

medical boards . For instance, we have had quite a number of cases of 

youngsters who have gone before the Board , and there -- they were so 

scared t hat - - e r - - they were so nervous that their pulse went up 

from a normal t o about 150 . {laughter) And they were put down as a 

nervous case . Well , that doesn ' t necessarily unfit t hem for t he Army . 

Possibly a good regular life and much better food than they have had 

before might cure t his nervousness. In other words, it isn ' t an or-

genic nervousness from which they ' re suffering . It may be just plain 

fright . 

Then t he next category is hernia . 7iell, we all know that a cer-

'- tain percentage probably a Quarter of all people who suffer from 
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hernia -- I suppose at that age -- wit h a relatively simple operat ion 

can be put back on their f eet and made per fectly sound . Now , at the 

present time, practically all of the hernia cases are being r ejected . 

1'/e hope t o salvage about a quarter of those boys, and have t hem fixed 

up and go into t h.e service . 

Then you cane to defects of ears . We all know it is a migh"1 diffi

cult ~hing to cure deafness , and there isn' t very much that can be sal-

vaged out of tha t cat egory . And defects of the feet -- you can ' t 

change that very much . And it depends , of course , on the degree of 

flat - foot . Defective lungs, including T.B. There isn ' t - - 2 .9 --

there isn' t very much t hat can be done on that . \'/ell , that makes up 

a rough picture of the 900, 000 who have been rejected , and add those 

still at about the same average -- er - - we would expect to rehabilitate 

as the first step . And in this general problem -- this program - - it 

is a problem to rehabilitate about 200 ,000, salvage them . 

Now t hat leaves, of course, certain -- what is not down here on 

t he paper , because that is tha t is what might be called the im-

mediate program, and it it brin~s up other larger questions of vroy , 

roughly, half of all the boys v1ho are called for military service are 

physically, and in some cases !dent ally defective . It raises the ques-

t ion as to why ten rercent of all the boys who were called - - er in 

all the boys that were rejected -- had to be rejected because they 

didn ' t hcve enough education to get by . 

Well , that is -- that is quite an indictment of this nation of 

ours , the physical, the ~ental, and the educat ional . And it is a thing 

which people are going to give a lot of t hought to . We have go t t o do 

a lot of studying as to -- er -- bov: the general health of the young 
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men and young women ot the nation can be ~proved in the future . 
I 1 

~ 
215 

It' s a long range thing . It isn ' t at this time a matter so much 

of aiding immediate national defense for this year , or the next year , 

but it is of get t i ng a st ronger race of American& in the days to come . 

And that is why this subject is going to be of a good deal of interest 

in the papers , and people talking about it . It requires a more de-

t ailed study than anything that we have ever attempted . It requires 

the cooperation of -- er -- States , and counties, and cities , and town-
' 

l 
ships . And we hope that --sr -- out of it all , we are going to ac-

•. complish s_omething toward the better healt h of the nation . . . 
li'.R, GODi,flN:' (interjecting ) Yes . 

THE PRESID&\~ : (continuing) The - - one of t he phases which we can' t ap-

prove yet, because we haven' t studied it - - is the phase that has been 

talked about a great deal in the - - in the past few years , and t hat is 

the periodic checkup on everybody . 

I suppose, under the Constitution, a person has a right t o die 

at an early age . Constitutional , But I think -- I think the - - er 

what we call government , local government, state government, has a 
I right to say to that fellol': , "Now, look , don t die . ·.Thy don ' t you get 

better? Why let thi s thing go on?" - - and know more or l ess as to 

whether t hat individual insists on dying or not . Constitutionally, 

he has the right to do it . But t he Government ought to know what his 

attitude is . (laughter) 

MISS lf.AY CRAIG: Mr . Chairman, by what authority - - - (loud laughter) ... 
1.1R, GODWIN: lJental case, Mr . President . (meaning hliss Craig) 

lliR . GOIY.\'IN: Go ahead, May . 

~ISS MAY CRAIG: I'm sorry , 
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THE PRESIDENI' : Yes, Senator? (laughter) 

MISS MAY CRAIG: By --- .. 
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Thank you . 

hiTSS ~~y CRAIG: By what authority can you make a man have an operat ion, or 

be cured, before you take him into the Army? 

THE PRESIDENT: When he appears before the Selection Board he is under the 

direction of the Selection Board . No question about that. 

Q (interposing) ~ . President, there was t he ---

THE PRESIDENT: (cont inuing) You can always induct him right then and there , 

if you have to . 

MR. GODiVIN: He is induct ed and given a rating , sir , I t h ink? 

THE PRESIDE!~: Yes .---

MR. GOir.fiN: (interposing) Isn ' t the rating on - --

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Yes, but t hat is a matter of r egulations . You 

can induct him if he is recalcitrant, and f ix him up , and in probably 

a great over whelming majority of cases he will prefer not to go into 

uniform that day , but get cured up by his local doctor or dentist . 

MR . GOI];ITHT: J.lay I ask a question , sir? In the :Selective Servi ce , with 

which I have some sJ.i gb.t experience , we f i:ld differences of opinion by 

!.:edical Boards, which have made dentist examinations, who are ---

THE PRESI DEi.JT: (i nterjecting) Surely . 

1\lR, GODWIN: (continui ng) --- contradicted . Is that .being simplified at all 

under this procedure? 
. 

THE PRESI DENl': Under the procedure , there may be differences between doc-

tors in the -- who are attached to the local 

UR , GO~~: (interjecting) Yes , 

TilE PRESIDENT: (conti nui ng ) --- Selection Board . Now, where those dif-
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, terences exist , of course -- it ' s a very small percentage of ca ses - -

one of t hese traveling boards will come in and ma.ke a f air deci sion . 

!JR. COD.iiN: The Army itself , sir, I 1;b1nk has the final decision? 
' 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes , that ' s what I mean. They will do it . Practically all 

the re~orts of one of these traveli ng boards which come around here --

they might be a traveling board that will --take t he ·selection Boards 

in -- what? - - Maryland , and the District , and West Virginia , and 

Virginia , which -- that board will go around to the Selection Board 

localities as a continuous process . 

Q Mr . President , vthat will it cost to rehabilitate the 200, 000? Have you 

any estimates on it? 

THE P?.ESIDENT: I can ' t give that cost, but relatively far less than if the 

Army were to take them all in , a nd pr ovide housing for them, and food 

and clothing for them, and their own medical service , Then , of course , 

there is anot her that was -- we talked over about that yesterday . 

The Army - - er presented a plan , whi ch they did not approve of, 

for just that, to take all these 200 , 000 cases into the Army and put 

up barracks for them, put them in uniform , and start paying t hem , which 

you would have t o do, and then turn them over t o Arm.y doctors , or den-

t ists, to fix them up . 

Well , that wruld cost a lot of money , probably cost $500 , 000 , 000 . 

Novt it ' s a great deal cheaper , and a great deal more satisfactory t o 

the average Select ee to forego that -- l ive at home and get fixed up 

by hi~ own local doctor . 

Q Mr . Presicent, -- er - - the primary pr ogram is supposedly a salvage pro-

·, 

gram. Do you expect to launch any immediate program to start behind 

I - tpe conditions? 

' . 
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THE PRESIDENT: That ' s what I have just b~en talking about . 

Q wen. you said itt 8 a long range program. 

THE PRESIDENT: Perhaps . 

Q Do you e~e~t ¢0· launch a preventive program soon , sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Of course we have made studies on it . . . 

Q (interposing) Has that been ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Pretty complicated thing . 

Q Mr. President, does that have any connection with the general question 

of socialized medicine? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . None at all . 

Q Mr . President, it has been suggested that an easy way to cut down the 

number of rejections would be for the Army to correct their education . 

Do you think the Army should do that? 

THE ?RESIDENI': No . 

Q Mr . President, that 100, 000 rejected becau.se they haven ' t a fourth- grade 

education, are they people who cannot be educat ed? 

THE PRESIDENI': No, no. People who are poor , as well as ignorant . 

Q Will anything be done about them? 

THE PRESIDENI': Well, that is of course primarily - - always has been -- a 

State matter, because the Federal Government ' s educational work has al-

ways been limited to -- er -- suggestions , and -- er - - a clearing house 

of informa tion tor all the States ' educational departments. It is 
•. ,4 ' 

primarily a St ate matter. 

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) Mr . President 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Education is a local problem. 

Q :Vould you not then tavor Federal aid to education? 

l THE PRESIDENT: What? 

--
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Q Would you not favor Federal aid to education? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t like to say ' yes or no ' to that question . There are 

as we know, there are cer tain sections of the United States that are 

so poor that t heir tax valuations -- their assessments -- ar e necessaril y 

insufficient to bring in the revenue to run modern and adequate school s . 

Now, perhaps some day we may come to some form of Government aid for 

the - - not the poorer, but the poorest sections of the United States. 

As it is , this only proves that they can ' t afford to educate their own 

children, but I don' t think that the Federal Government ought to under-
) 

take running the educational field . Government as a -- I think there 

are so maoy - - a great majority of States have pretty good ,educational 

systems . 

Q (interposing) Mr . President ---

THE PRES!~~: (continuing) And certainly the richer states do not need 

any Federal money . 

Q l.l.r , President, on these below normal in education ---

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q Are the people who are -- who are handicapped in health , and in educa-

tion, grouped in any particular part of the country, or are they pretty 
. 

THE PRS:3IDENI' : (interposing) ?lell , that depends -- it depends on which 

classification that t here are many classificati~ns . It is perfect ly 

true that the -- er larger part of the -- er -- people who failed 

in education come from the South . Now, when you come down to the - -

er -- the medical end of it -- medical and dental -- er - - in some 

diseases there is a greater proportion in the North , Some -- there is 

a greater proportion in the West . And some-- er -- of these cases, 

the greater proportion in the South . I don ' t know. I haven' t got the 
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figures, so it ' s a general guess on my part , I would say, ofthand , "--

that on the heart disease t hing, and the nervous disorders , you would 

find a higher JBrcentage coming from t he cities than you would from 

the farms . Now that ' s just guess . But i t i s based on what you might 

call common sense reasoning . We farmers are ~ot so nervous a s you city 

slickers . (laughter ) 

Q llir . Pr esident , is ther e any canparison bet ween rejections in the United 

Stat es and in England? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have no idea . I don ' t know . 

Q 1.1r . President , -- er -- :.:ay we leave this suO.Ject now, and may I i nq,uire --
f' .. •. 

(laught er) - - er - - whether you have any r eport s , sir, that Russia might 

be nearing the poi nt where she will have 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing ) No . 

Q. ( continuin~) --- to accept an armistice? 

THE PRESIDENl': None at all. 

l.ffi , GOD.\'!1\': Have you any knowledge of the manner in which your letter t o Mr . 

Stalin was reported in Berlin before anywhere else , or are you awar e 

or t hat? 

THE PRESIDENT: I got a hunch . 

tlR . GOD'.\'I.N: A hunch? How does i t -- do you care to share the hunch? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

MR . GODNIN: Are you interested at all? Is it a matter of int erest - - -
~ 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes . 

~.1R . GOD'.VIN: (adding ) --- to the Goverlllllent? . .. . . ... 
11m PRESIDENT : You might say interest, but not very great surprise . 

Q hlr . President , have you any information that the letter was broadcast to 

t he Russian troops in the field? 

' 



#774 -- 15 221 

THE PRESIDENT: I have no idea . I think not . 

~ Mr . President , would you favor the Federalization of the Unemployment 

Compensation System? . -
THE PRESIDENT: -The what? 

~ The Federalization of Unemployment Insurance? 

TBE PRESIDENT: Well , we are still working on that . 

~ Is that one of the matters under consideration? 

THE PRESIDE~~ : Yes and no . Partial is under consideration , but not total . 

Q Partial? 

THE PRESIDENT: Partial Federalization. 

Q Oh , I see . 

Q Mr . President , do our diplomatic relations with Panama continue unchanged 

despite the switch in government down there? 

TfiE PRESIDENI' : Absolutely. 

Q Do you care to comment any further on that change of gover~T.ent? 

THE PRESIJJEm' : No . No , I don ' t think so . I talked to the State Department 

last night, and - - er -- apparently the only thing I can say is that 

the change was apparently made in accordance with the provisions of 

t he constitution of Panaw~ , and no question of re- recognition is in-

vol ved . 

Q Mr . President, have we guns enough to arm the merchant ships now? 

THE PRESIDENT : I can only tell you that off the record, which of course 

will be in B~rlin immediately . It doesn ' t make much difference . 

(laught er) -- (adding ): and in Tokio . We expect to have enough guns 

to arm them as fast as -- pretty nearly as fast as they come in . Or 

course, they are scattered all over t he Seven ~eas • 
• 

{ - ~ Will that include anti -aircraft? ' 
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THE PRES! DENr: What? 

Q I nclude anti- aircraf t? 

THE PRESIDENT: It depends on what you call a n a nt i -aircraf t gun . That ' s 

a mili t ary secret . 

MR . T . ~YNOLDS : (aside) Let ' s br e ak up . 

!JR. GOafiN AND tffi . REYNOLDS: ( t ogether) T.hank you , Air . President . 

MR. GOD7/IN: 7/ho can keep tha t off the record? 

THE PRESIDENT: i'fhat? 

MR. GODI'T!N: \Vho can keep that off the record? 

MR . E.t\RLY: You can ' t . ( l aughter) 

222 
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THE PRESIDENT: I got some figures here , and I have been -- on Lend-Lease 

- - and as t he people in the front row who heard me talking to steve 

(Mr . Early ) -- er - - I am trying t o simplify them down . Unt il Steve 

came in with these figures in -- er - - t erms of what we know about 

the 100,000 people who have been rejected l acking education , I was in 

the third grade , but now I am in the fourth , since I t alked to Steve , 

and I am assuming that al l of you are sti ll in the third grade . 

Q (aside ) :•Je are i n t he second grade , 

THE PRESIDENT : During the month of September, Lend-Lease aid exceeded that 

of any previous mont h. There were actually transferred to nat ions re-

sist ing Nazi - ism, articles and services - - actually transferred - - of 

appr oximat ely a hundred and fifty-five million - - billion dollars --

No . (laught e r ) We all learned that in .~ indergarten . That is about 

three t imes the averaGe monthly amount of transfers durrng the previous 

six mont hs . 

Next , t he total Lend-Lease aid .during t he month of September , in-

eludinG articles and services in process -- in othe1· wor ds , t his is not 

deliveries, this is payr~nts made for articles in process -- was about 

two hundr ed million . Er -- fourth , well , those - - those two --· two 

categories they went to Brit~in , China , South America, the Poles and 

the Norwegians . 

GOIYt.'IN: Bot h of these? 

THE PRESIDENI' : Yes . Fourth , the Lend-Lease aid a l one is only a part of 
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t he t otal aid which is actually flowing to the people fighting the ag

gressors . I n other words, since the beginning of the war -- the first 

of Sept ember, 1939 -- the total amount of export s to Brit a in a lone has 

'amo'unted to. about five billions of dollars , all of which were paid for 

in cash . And that ' s rather an inte resting -- r ather a significant 

figure . 

A very large part of the present exports, which are going direct ly 

to Britain at the present time, are still those articles which are being 

paid for, in cash , by Britain , but \'Vhic.h were ordered before the Lend

Lease Bill went into effect last ~arch . Now that proportion that is 

going t o Britain , at t he present time , is of course a dimini shing 

ratio , but is being more than made up for by the increasing ratio of 

Lend-Lease Act deliveries . 

It ' s -- for example , if you v:e re to take a - - what shall I say? 

-- a square piece of paper t hat was a littl e er -- wider at the 

riB}lt- hand side t han the left-hand side , and beginning at the left - hand 

side -- the shorter end - - you would find up to last April or ~ay that 

everything was stuff t hat England had ordered beforehand, and was 

actually being paid for . l!o•:, , f rom t hat left - hand corner - - up at the 

left-hand lower corner up to the right - hand upper corner -- if you fol 

low me , t here ' s a line , and the top half is gradually getting smaller 

until i t reache s t he upper right-hand corner . Draw a picture of it, 

if you like . (Mr . Godwin di splays a drawing he just made) And the 

lower part - - the loVJer portion of that piece of paper b.elow the lines, 

starts at nothing -- last spring - - and is constantly increasi ng , until 

you reach the ri gbt-!land margin, where it occupies the whole of the 

line. That will be aft er the previou.sly plac~d British orders have all 



11775 -- .3 22 5 

been delivered , and then ever ything delivered will be under Lend-

Lease . 

r.m. COI1//IN: Th~t - - that -- that graph means that the diagonal line is the 

increasing - - ? 

TliE PRESIDENT: (interposing} Yes . The lower piece is the Lend- Lease , and 

that is getting bigger and bigger all t he time , and the upper part is 

what they ordered beforehand , and is getting smaller and snaller . 

(To Mr . Godwin) You've got a good picture there . You can even 

draw a straight line . That ' s more than I can. 

MR. P . BRA..'I!IYI' : 'Nhen do you estimate that t he cash orders, or the cash now 

spent, will be exhaust ed , and it wi ll be on Lend- Lease? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know, Pet e . I would say quite a long while . 

?.:ilL P . ~RAl\1JJI' : You said the end of 1943 on some of the orders? 

THE PRJ::SIDENI': ,,'fell , I hope not as far as that . I should hope that t he 

bulk will be all cleaned up by the end of 1942. 

I n Se~ember -- No -- as of t oday, all but five percent of the 

original seven billion dollars appropriate d last March has been allo-

cated to .. ar , !iavy , Agriculture, Trea sury and the Maritime Commission , 
• 

for the production of arms, ships , food and othe r defe nse articles and 

services . 

During -- since hlarch , contracts bave been -- this is 95% --

have been let at t he average rat e of seven hundred million dollars a 

month , and we onl y have f i ve per cent still to contract for . That means 

/ 
Q. (interposing ) Mr. Presi dent , does that mean , si_;:.ytha.t all but five per -

cent has been placed under cont r a ct or merely allocated? 

THE PRE::>I DEIITI': Allocatad is right . Not placed under contract . 

l !.m. GOI7.'11N: 'May I est, a question? ;'/hat was the seven hundred million dollars 
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, a month? Is that an allocation? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . That ' s contract . Well, in other words , you can figure 

it out . In six months, seven times six is what? 

Q (interposing) 42 . 

THE PRESIDENT: 42 . Four billion , two hundred million dollars have been 

actually contracte d . That means the period of program -- programming 

and allocating under the first appropriation i s now virtually completed . 

The work of production is on the way, and we are ready to take on the 

additional amount . 
; 

Q w.r . President , -- er before you ; ot to the seven billion , my under-

standing is that there were certain tentative alloc&tions . A:re you 

making any tentative allocat i ons of the five billion, 985? 

~hE PRESIDENT: Only the ones that are in the bill itself . All of the --

they are all in categories , just like the first bill . 

Q Is that as far as the details have sone? 

THE Pru:.::.IDE~·lT: Yes. 

UR . GODt:IN: Mr . President, you used the word ' transfe rred ' in the opening 

of your - -- That is a transfer of cash, is that what you mean? 

VOICE: (interposing ) No . 

!.!R . GODl'llN: (cont inuins ) Or is it transfer of goods - - delivery of goods? 

THE PRR3IDE1li' : Articles or services transferred . 

!JR. GOD7t'IN: These gotten. delivered? 

THE PRESIDEi.fl' : Yes . 

Q I.:r . President , you said t hey went , part of t hem , to the Norwegians and . . 

Poles . Where would they be? In Canada and England? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, throush their respective governments . .. 

Q J.:r . President , Senator ·.'/heeler was quot ed as saying that we were being 
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urged to send an expeditionary f or ce of t hree million o en to Europe . 

Have you any comment on that? 

THE PRESIDE!\'!': I am not surprised at his statement . 

I sent t oday a letter t o Mr . Stettinius , which I vdll try to put 
• 

into English . I t allocates-- allocates . -- Lend- Lease f unds to the full 

extent of the balances that remai n under the first appropriation. It 

gives him authority to do that . Secondly , to transfer defense ar ticles 

to the value of five hundred million, which is an extension , that is 

to say , without my signature . It is a - - e r - - a delegation of 

authority . I ' d already , as you know, done it beforehand , t o save 

time . This gives him authority to do t hat - - without my signature 

five hundred mill ion more . And third , to make the necessary transfers 

v1hich \'iere allowed by law, between t he various categories under the 

first appropriation bill . The fourth thing is a technicality . 

~ ~- President, does that clean up the outstanding f ive percent? 

THE PRESIDEl\11' : Yes . Yes . 

Q Tha t is all cleaned up now? 

THE PRESIDE!~: There hasn ' t been - - that last five percent hasn ' t been al-

located, but that gives ~x . St~ttinius the ri ght to do it without ask-

ing me first . 

Q KX . President, I am not clear was that five hundred million in addi-

tion to the original three hundred million, or five hundred million 

altogether? 

-~ THE PRE3IDENT : An additional , I t hink that is quite a strain on us . That ' s 

all I have got for today . 

Q ~r . President , v~uld you care to comment on the var ious proposals in 

Congress to put a limit on defense contract profits - - seven or e ight 
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percent? 

. THE PRESIDENT: No . I don ' t think I have got any neVIS on that at all. I 

haven ' t t alked t o anybody about it for weeks . 

Q Mr . President , is there anythi ng i n the situation on the Russian f r ont 

that would cause :YOU to doubt the ultimate va lue of the Lend- Lease pro-

gram? 

THE PRES! DEN!' : No . Nothing . 

MR . P . BRANM: Will it be necessary for the Russians to have Lend- Lease 

aid? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don 't know yet, Pet e . I have got to have -- I have got 

t o· see Mr , Harriman before I would have any idea on that subject . 

Q. A:.re they asking for furt he r financial aid , Mr . President? 

T.HE PRES I D.!l:i-<T: They are buying right along . 

Q They are buying right along? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q For cash? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q Is that paid for by gold transfer, sir? 

'!'HZ PRESIDEr-n': Er - - part of it , and part of it was by a -- a purchase by 

Mr . Jesse J ones of -- what was it? - - I t old you last ,.,eek -- manga.nese, 

I t hink it was . 

Q. (inte rjecting) Strategic materials. 

Q (interjecting) ' Strategic materials. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , various materials . 

Q Yes . 

MR . GODWIN: (haltingly) Thank you, l::r . President . (and then to the 

President) : That was all ri ght. 
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Press Conference) 

present a t this 

THE PR<:SIDE!·n': {as newspapern:en file in) Hello , good people . {short 

pause here) '.'/ell , I don 't know what you are getting out those books 

for . {pause here) I don' t think I have anything . 

Q l.!r . President, have you heard about the torpedoipg_ of the Kear ny? 

THE PRESIDENT : Had you got that already? 

Q Yes, sir . 

THE PRESIDENT: Given out by the Navy Depart ment? 

Q Yes, sir . 

Q A very brief co~~unique, vnthout any detai ls . 

THE Pa~~IDE~~: Ye s . I got that as soon as I got here this morning, and 

vnt hin , I think , three minutes. 

Q Three ~inutes f r om your arrival here? 

THE PR35I :JEIH': Yes . I don 't think t here is -- any comment is necessary 

on my part . All details will be g!. ven out by the Navy Derartn:ent as 

they cane in . 

Q Did your reports indicate whether t here have been any casualt ies? 

THE PRESIDENI' : No . I asked about t hat . '!'hey didn' t have anything yet . 

Q Did the reports indicat e whether any attempt at r etaliati-on was made 

against the submarine? 

THE PRESIDE?\'!': They have no f acts a t all , exce]. t just the sinking -- the 

torpedoing . 

\ 
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Q Our ship apparently was within the defensive zone , was it not -- three 

hundred miles southwest? 

m E PRESIDBII11' : Oh , yes . Oh , of course . Certainly . 

~ Just another act of piracy? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? That ' s what -- I have just said I am not cozmnenting 

on it at all , until the Navy Department has established all the facts . 

11R . T . REYNOLDS : Superficially , Mr . President, do you -- the most remark-

able thing seemed t o be t hat t he de stroyer could be hit by a torpedo 

and _still remain afloat . 

THE PRESIDENl' : What? 

MR. T • . REYNOLDS: Doesn't one of those torpedoes have a pretty devastating 

effect on a lightly-arme~ destroyer? 

THE PRESIDE~~: I vdll have to put you in the Navy, Tom . (laughter) 

VOICE: That's a EPOd idea . 

MR. G. DURNO: !!lay we use direct quotes on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: There is one thing about it George , he floats, doesn 't he? 

We know that . At least we know he floats in the Pacific . The ques-

tion is whether he will float in the Atlant i c . It ' s a different density 

of water . This is all off the record, of course . (laughter) He's 

taking i t down , though. 

Q. ·,'iell , he ' s not ninety-nine percent pure , !.lr. Pres i dent . (laught er) 

Q Mr . Pr esident , the headlines t his morning are very grim , both from 

Russia and Japan . You met yesterday wit h your small group of ad-

visers . Is· t here anytt ing that you can say? 
. 

THE PRESI DENT : I don't thi nk t hat I have any news at all . 

Q Well , may I try this? (laughter) In Philadel phi a , we have a--

THE PRESIDENT : (interposing) I thought it was coming. Go ahead . 
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Q (continuing) --- sewage system, v:hich literally stinks . 

THE PRESIDEtJT: (interposi ng) I am primed . 

Q (continuine) If you are primed 

THE PRESI!}ENI' : (interposing ) You go ahead and develop the story through . 

Uost of t hese f ellows ~on't read the Inquirer an~~y . You go ahead . 

Q (continuing ) For many years it --they have had a very bad situation 

where the water has t o be treated with so much chlorine that ---

THE PRESIDENI' : (interposing ) A little like Poughkeepsie. A 11 t tle like 

Poughkeepsie , only VTOrse . 

Q (continuing ) --- And the sewage system is so bad . And at a time like 

this when the river i s lower - - it literally stinks . It 1 s an 1m-

possible situation. Pl:iladelphia at t his time has become very much 

of a defense center ,wit h a large percentage of our def ense contracts. 

And it ' s your ball now, sir . (laughter) 

T"JE PP3SIDEl~ : You are absolutely correct . The situation is -- there --

is f i guratively and literally a stench in the nostrils . And it is a 

thing t hat has been developing over a great many years . There is 

apparently no borrowing power in the city t o -- er -- modernize their 

,·.~ter supply and their sewage systen: . Of course , as l understand it, 

t he -- er both systems have been hocked - - borrowed a6~inst , up to 

the hilt • . ;ell , it is because of the -- of that situation, that v.-hich 

has been developing , that I sent a l etter - - I think Bill Hassett may 

just as v.ell 1:take copies of it -- whi ch is the easiest way -- then you 

won~t have t o take it down -- to J.dcUutt, (Paul V. McNutt, Joldmin~strator, 
~ 

Federal Security Agency} which I sent yesterday . 

(Readi ng): "Reports have reached me to the effect that the water 

and sewer systems of the City of Philadelphia have been allowed to 
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fall into such a state of disrepair as to c onstitute a threat to the 
- ""'! 

defense vcrk from fires, ~d a menace to the health and welfare of 

the City, on which we are counting for so large a portion of our de-_ ... .... 
• 'l'"t" 

fense ·production . 

"Defense contracts for more than a billion dollars -- that ' s 

an awful lot -- have been placed in Philadelphia, and in addition, 
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the Philadelphia Navy Yard, the Frankford Arsenal , and Quartermas·ter 

.Depot, make, the Federal Gover nment the single largest direct employer 

in the City . The entir e nation has , therefore , an espec ial and -im-

mediate interest in the health and living conditions of the people .of 

Philadelphia, and the safeguar ding of all the ~reat industries of that 

city . 

"Will you pl ease c etermine by a prompt investigation whether or 

not t here are conditions in Philadelphia which constitute a menace to 

our defense progr am a nd , if you find that t here are, will you recommend 

ways and means by which the Federal Gove rnment may cooperate vii th t he 

local a uthorities to insure that national as well as local i nterests 

wi Tl be served and safeguarded ." 

. ' 
So that ' s started on i ts way . 

Q. Yes . l'iell, ~i.r . Pres i dent, assuming t hat Mr. Mct.Tut t does find t hat , 

what ---

THE PRl"SID:i!:NI': (interjecting) Yes . 

Q. (continui ng) --- what would -- what might t he Gove r nment do? 

THE PRESI D&\""T : 'Hel l, you see , I can 't I can 't say , because I have just 

asked him that question. (reading}: "If you fi nd that there are, will 

you recommend way~ and means . " 

Q. 1.!r . Pres i dent , t o get out of Philadelphia for a minute -- er -- er 

·: 
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. ' are you hopeful of keeping these ne gotiat ions with Japan open? 

THE PRE::>I!lENl': I haven ' t got any news on that . 

Q "'l'e you keeping in touch with Secretary Hull? 

THE PR:ESIDID:T: I talked to him this :norning . 

Q I see . 

Q hlr . President, may I get in a local plug? Have you been readi ng the 

seri es that we started t his week? 

THE P:aESIDENl' : No . 

Q Were t hey brought to your attention? ilho brought this situation t o your 

attention? Was it liT . Biddle? 

TIIE PRESIDENI' : Gosh I don' t know. The -- e r - - No, I haven ' t - - I 

couldn ' t tell you . So many t hings coming in all the time -- just 

temporarily have forgotten. I have been -- I have been hearing about 

i t f ff d f l t · S 1 "'he thing , o course, o an on or a ong Lme . avera year s . ~ 

goes back v:hen I was in the Navy Department a.nd started to v;or k down 

at the rhiladelphia Nav-1 Yard for the first time, in 1913, and there 

again I had to hold rey nose all the way down there . 'l'hat was caused 

by compl ete lack of sewage . You remember t hat situation . 

Q ~r . President, do you after you receive t his full report from t he 

Navy , do you expect to make any ki nd of a statet:tent? 

THE PRESIDE~~ : Can' t tell you . Have no i dea until I get a f ull report . 

!.lL G. DURNO : Er -- r.!I' . President, having done so nobly by Philadelphia, 

would you do as much by San Francisco? (laue;hter ) They seem to be 

interested in the possibi lity that t he - - er - - Raker Act might be 

amended . I s that 

THE PRESIDE:~ : ( interposi nz) Go ahead a nd explain it to the boys . 

:.:R. c. DURNO : No . I don ' t want to . (laught er) 
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It (to the President) You are trying to duck work today . 

THE PRESID:!llT: No . I got the answer , ( l aughter) 
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MR. G. DURNO: (continuing) So this Hatch Hetchy power could continue to 

be piped out by the Pacific and Electric -- Gas Company. 

THE ~IDE11l': Well, George , I suppose the easiest way -- as long as you· 

won ' t give them all the facts ---

~ (interposi ng ) He is going to give them. (lau6hter). 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Way back in 1913 , the Ra..ter Act 

Q (interposing ) Hov1 do you SJ:ell t hat, sir? 

THE PRESIDENI': R-A-K- E- R, I think.-- Yes . ·.fuich is to parmi t the City 

of San Fl·ancisco to build t he Hatch Hetchy water and po1·:er facilities 

on Federally ovmed land . In that Act there was a public power pro

vision which had already been ruled on by the court , The prov ision 

was that the Ci ty of San Fr ancisco , when the system was built , had to 

distribute the po\'ler through public facilities . Now that VJas in the 

original Act, and it was -- probably the Act •1.ould not have got through 

the Conpxess if it had not been for that provision . The present situa

tion is that t he City of San Francisco has made a c ontract to dis

tribute this power through th'e Pacific Gas and Electric Company , and 

that matter is now being re- litigated , As I said , it has been passed 

on once, and we are going to do it again , 

Q You mean, ~ . Presi dent, that they are taking a further appeal? 

THE .PH.ESID.ENr: They are taking an appea l from --- . Well , as I -- I am 

not dead sure of that, so don't put it in-- it doesn' t make very much 

difference , There has been a Supreme Court ruling . But they are try

i ng , in this suit , t o differentiate the new suit from the old suit, 

and the Government is saying that the old decision applies . In other 
• 
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words , carries out the perfectly clear intent of what the law said . 

Er - - there has been some political effort t o t ell people that 

the Congress will change the Raker Act, and let the Ci ty out of the 

definite obligation under which the -- er -- Hetch Hetchy was built . 

I think all on that I can say is that -- er -- my own personal opinion • • 

is that t he passage of such an Act is the height of improbability . I 

doubt ve ry much if a prudent Congress, or a prudent Administration, 

would be willing to relieve the City of San Francisco of the oblige-

tiona of the original Act under v~ich the whole thing was started. Is .. 
that what you wanted, George? 

MR . G. DURI.JO : Very nice, sir . 

Trm PRESIDEtiT: Right. (laughter) 

Q Er -- getting back to the Kearny , .fur . President, did Secretary Knox - -

e r -- give you the information? 

'l'ID: PRESIDElTl' : Yes, yes . 

: !R . T • ~"YNOLDS: Er still on t hat same question, Ml' . Pre s i dent . Uay 

\•:e assume that the illstructions you issued in the case of the Greer 

to hunt down the marauder -- apply in this case? 

THE PP.ESID~~: Regular Havy orders . I don ' t k now that I would say to hunt 

down the marauders . You ought to f!P into the Navy, Tom , -- really --

honestly . Sea-faring - - sea-fa ring - - e1• -- ouest ion . 7!hy , Lord 

we'll get you to Annapolis and put you on the football team . You 

will be all right . We are t urni ng them out -- this is off the recod 

they are ninety- day wonders -- over at -- in Annapolis . It ' s a short 

course . You get paid for the taking of it , and graduate as an ~n~ign , 

and--- (he laughs) . 

Q I want a story not a commission, Ur . President . 
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Q Let ' s throw him over the side . 

TEE PRESIDENT: ·,'!hat? Yes . I don ' t t hi nk ther e is anot herthing . I finished 

up last night before I l e ft , practically a ll - - what we call the home-

work . In ot her words , just waiting , sitting here in case anythi ng 

develops . 

Q Have you gi ven any thought, Mr . Presi aent , t o th i s - - to this increasing 

number of strikes in defense? 

THE PRESI DENl' : Yes . I think probably that t here will be something from 

O.P .M, on that pretty soon . ·:lhen , I don ' t know. Pretty soon . 

0 mr , Presiuent, by any chance, you are not going to n~ke any vi s it do'wn 

to that munitions plant today - - t his week e nd? I wouldn' t t h ink so . 

THE PRE.:>IDEli!T: I don ' t believe so . 

Q You haven't any thought s ---

TID: PRESIDENT : (int erposi ng ) 1:nen are t hey going t o open it up? 

Q ~iell , you s ee , it ' s a progressive t hing , and they haven ' t - - well , they 

have gone int o pr oduction in a limited way -- it ' s very limited as yet . 

And t hey haven ' t got any number of employees y et . 

THE PRESI:lRl.Jr : Is t her e any more news in Poughkeepsie about building neVI 

so-called defense facilities - - stores , and hospita ls , a nd s chools , 

and so forth and so on, at the expense of the :F'e deral Government? 

Q· Nell, t here is a hospital addition ·:1hich er - - is contemplat ed here . 

THE PRE.SI:J~~T : ·.'lhat ha s the population of the city s:>ne up in t he past year? 

Q Very little - - couple of hundred . 

THE PRJ~JIDENI' : That 's what I t houg)lt . 

Q In the decade , y ou mean? 

• 1 THE PRE.:>I DENT : No . I mean in t he last yea r . 

(.. Q Oh . It might have gone up about three or foor hundred, because of the --

( l aughter) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Of course , this is off the record - - you can ' t use ~t --but 
.. ' __ .... 

actually , just for guidance in the office , where the population of a 

city has orily gone up four or five hundred , from forty thousand to forty-
,-.... - \ " 

four -- forty thousand t o four or five hundred, we can' t call that de-

f ense and create a defense need . If we are building a new school, or 

bui lding a n addition to a hospi tal anywhere , t he Federal Government is 

only doing these t hings where t here has been a t remendous influx of 

population and the city can' t t ake. care of it . Well , four or five hun-

dr ed additional people is not a great influx of populati on . 

Q Yes , si r . Of course this plant down below does intend to employ say fif-

teen hundred or more , when it gets started . And as I understand it, 

there is another contemplated addition • 

..J THE PRESI DENI' : •:;ell , of course , a great many of t he fifteen hundred will ,,. 
• 
t be people who live in Poughkeepsie , anyway . ,. 
t 
! Q, Or surrounding . 

THE PRESIDEI:\lT : Yes . 

~ '-·r . President , when you talked to Secretary Hull, did he inform you that 
\}t i~e \4. t. ~ l 

General Tojo (Lieut . General Eiki Tojo) was appointed Premier of t he 

gove r nment i n Japan? 

Tnc PRESIDEl.\lT: I haven't any nev;s on that at all today . 

~ Thank you . 

Q Thank you , Mr . President . 

Q Ur. President, it cruldn't be referred to in a defense -- gener al way 
•.. 

could it , about t he local situat ion with r efer ence t o the hospital? 

TID: PRESIDENT: I think that would be a ll right . I t hink that would be all 

right . I wouldn't rel'er t o it --t o the hospital , or any :;;articular 

project . I think it would be all right to refer t o the -- er -- general 
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idea , and we can on).y spend Federal money when t here bas been a great 

influx. 

Q Then I can draw my own conclusions. 

*** 

' 
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THE PRESIDEln:': Are we all here? Still coming in? 

Q Big house t oday . 

I~ . GOD".viN: A big house today. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in . 
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' 

THE PRZSIDENT: I regret t o say - - I got I just had a nash announcing 
. 

the sinking of another American ship - - torpetloed -- the Anterican ship 

LEHIGH -- torpedoed in approxiJnately B degrees north, 14 degrees west , 

which is - - er -- just north of the Equator, and between South h.merica 

and Africa , near the - - pretty well offshore -- but nearer t o the 

. 
southern end of the bulge of Africa . Night before l ast, at nine o ' clock . 

One boat of survivors has been picked up . 

1.:R. GOIY.'TIN: (interposing) Sunday? 

THE PRESIDENI': (continuing) And it is understood that two other boats are 

missi ng and are now bei ng searched for . And people in the boat that 

v~s picked up believe that no one v~s killed by the explosion , but 

that some ware wounded . I have been trying -- I have only got this 

hnd t his for about five minutes -- I have been trying to find out 

where she was . Apparently she is an American snip t hat l!ad ..;onE> over 

to Bilbao , in Spai n , discharged her cargo , and was running without 

any cargo -- empty-- to the Gold Coast, on a trading voyage . And I 

think we can all draw our conclusions from those statements . 

l.:R . GODWIN: What flag , s ir? 

THE PRESID&\li' : ·~ American flag . 

.. . ' How large a ship , sir? 
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THE Pffi:SIDE)II' : What? 

Q How large a shi p , sir? 
.• I • 

THE PRESIDEI1l' : About 9 , GOO tons , the Marit ime Commission reported . 

~. GOU.¥IN: ( interposing) Can you ---

THE PRESID~~T : (continuing) A sizeable ship • 
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!IR. GOD:'.'Iti: Can you tell us , or would you tell us how the message got to 

you? 

THE PRESIDE!\'!' : I can ' t tell you that . 

Q Did you say, sir , it was an American flag ship? 

TI-IE PRESIDENT: So the Mar it i.'lle Commission says . 

Q Did t he r eport s , sir , say how many men were aboard? 

TI-I.l!: PRESIDENT: No . 

Q That was in American defense waters? 

THE Pffi!.3IDE1\'T: What? 

Q That ~~s on the hmerican side of the Atlantic? 

T:rE PRE..-IDEI!T : 7/hat do you mea n? 

Q I mea n t he s i nking took place - --

'r.t{E PIC.""'3I DZIJT: (interposing) On the Seven Seas . 4 • . - . 

Q ·,'lho owned the ship? 
• 

THE Pftt:3I DENI' : That I couldn 't tell you . You wollld have to find out , 

Q (interposing ) Do we knov1 who sunk her? 

THE .PRESIDEHT: ·.\'e ll, put on. your ' t hinking cap ' • ~/ho do you suppose? Cer-

tainly wa sn 't a British submarine . It cert ainly wasn' t one of our 

submarines. And certainly wasn ' t an Argentine submarine . It certainly 

was n't a French submarine . So what kind of s ubmarine was it? In 

other wor ds , a process of elimination . Sometimes a ver y useful t h ing 

to do , even in -- e r -- writing stories for newspapers . Of course , 
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·it ' s ve ry rarely done . Leave t hat off the r e cord . (lau&hter) 

Q (interposing) Is it certain ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Is that fair? 

MR. GOD:'IIN: Yes , I suppose it ' s below the belt . 

Q Is it certain, sir , that it was a torpedo from a submarine? 

THE PRESIDEl.'JT: Surely • . Yes . 

Q Any passengers aboard , Mr . President? 

THE PRESIDENI': I don ' t think so -- just an ordinary merchant ship . 

Q Can you tell us what cargo? 
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THE PRF.SID'Sifl': I don ' t know. That ' s all I got from the Marit ime Commission . 

Q i'lell outside of that so-called blockade region ---? 

THE PRESIDE1'!I': (interposing) Whose blockade region? 

Q. The Germans ' so-called blockade region . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that's all right , so long as you use the vrord ' so- called.• 

~ ~ . President, can you tell us what you propose to ao about it? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I just got it three minutes ago . 

MR . GODlVIN: Well, Mr . President , -- er - - the Secretary of State , when asked 

a similar quest ion , said t hey weren ' t going to waste any t ime or station

ery on, I think he said , international pirates . -

THE PRESIDENT : Yes , which is good . 

IJR. GOD\'IIN: Would that be a -- a good -- e r - - er ---

THE PRESIDE!:'!' : (int er posing) My answer is ' ditto ' . 

MR . GOJJ.liN: That's it: 

Q Mr. President, could you tell us whether the American Navy has taken 

control over the Port of !ialifax? 

Trl.E PRESIDENI': No . I s aw something from er -- the Toronto Star , somet~ing 

like that - - which carried this story . Of course ther e ' s nothing t o it . 
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It's all -- I have forgot ten how -- it was a cert ain -- somethi ng - -

a very polite way of putting it . 

Q (int erposing) Ur . Pr esident - --

THE)>RESIDENT: (conti·nuing) The way I got it was this , tbat - - er --we 

underst and that this report - - what ' s that -- (meaning someth~ng ~a 

was reading) -- does not confonn to the fact that anything is being 

done immediately . But , of course, as we all know, the -- er - - joint 

commission, of which Mayor LaGuardia is the American Chairman, has for 

a long time been considering, in the event of attack, the joint 

American-Canadian defense , in the same way that we have taken up with 

other nations of this hemisphere the hemispheric defense. I suppose ---

Q. (interposing} Mr . President ---

THE PRESI DENT: (continuing} --- they have mentioned Halifax in that, and I 

guess they have probably mentioned Toronto, and Chicago . 

Q Will that mean, if the -- if the Canadian - - er -- fleet has been moved 

east of Iceland, would that mean that we would take over t he protection .. ·-of that area in the North Atlantic? 

TH3 PRESIDEl\'1': I don' t know . I never heard of it . East of Iceland? It 

would be avrf'ully rough out there . 

Q It would be . 

Q Mr. Pr esident, apparent ly ---

THE PRiSIDENT: (interposing) There isn' t any land there. I don' t know 

what they base on . 

Q Apparently this thing of keeping ships out of the so-called combat zones 

doesn ' t keep them from being sunk, does it , sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Apparently not . 

MR. GOIY.1!N: (aside) That 's all right . 

Q Mr. President, would you say t hat the action of Panama in removing the 
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ban on arming of merchantmen, now make s the combat zone restrictions 

in the Neutrality Act less pressing a matter tlia.n arming our merchant men? 

THE PRESIDENl': I would have to think that one over. 

~ Mr . President , can you give us any further det~ils of the attack on the 

destroyer · KEAJU~ 

THE PRESIDENT: I think nothing else has come in . I talked to Admiral St ark 

about it, and he is going up on the Hill this afternoon . And I talked 

to him this morning . He didn ' t have anything new at that time . 

MR . P . BRANDT: Mr . President, can you tell us about Mr . Harriman ' s report? 

THE PRESIDENI': OnJ.y what he said yesterday at the airport , Pete . That 

covers it pretty well . 

~liR . P . BRANIJ!': He 5aid there might be a statement from. you today . 

THE PRESIDENI' : I haven't seen him today . He is coming in as soon as you go 

away . That will be too late , 

Q Mr . President, you said that that the LEHIGH was sunk at nine o'clock 

the night before last . Is that rur time, or do you know? 

THE PRESIDENT: Honestly, I don' t knovt. 

~ Mr. President , is t~ere any information on where these submarines operat-

ing 1n the South Atlantic might be based? 

THE PR<:SID3:t~ : ~'i'ell, if I said No , you would say we don' t know anything. 

If I said Yes , i t wouldn't be wholly correct, so you' ve got me in an 

awful hole . (laughter) Some of them come all the way from the Occupied 

part of France , and some of them probably refuel from -- er -- tankers 

' that get out from the same relative area . And where they refuel in t he 

middle of the ocean varies from voyage t o v oyage , and day to day. And 

we wish they would have one defi nite place to refuel , and then we coul d 

catch them . 
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Q. Sir, are there any indicat ions that they are using any of the islands 

along th.e African coast -- Vlest African coast -- as temporary bases? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no . Lot of reports . 

Q Mr . President , could you tell us what - - er - - the orders to the Navy 

cover in a case like that? 

THE PRESIDE!\'!': Why, nothing new on that . Same general orders . 

Q Shoot-on-sight order? 

THE PRESIDENT : What? 

Q Is it a shoot- on-sight order? 

~ ~ PRESIDENT: You ' ve got to see something before you shoot . 

Q I said •on sight .• 

THE PRESIDENT: l'lhat? 

Q I said 'on sight,' 

TEE PRESIDENT : Yes , that isn' t worth much, is it , if you can' t see the fellow . 

Q Mr . President ---

?.!R. GODi\'IN: (interposing} Mr. President, what do you think of shooting an 

empty ship on the ocean , carrying our flag , with 

THE PRES1D&1T : (interposing) On a trade voyage . 

t.lR. GOD:'IIN: (continuing) On a trade voyage . How would you like to express 

that? 

THE PRESIDENT: That's what I have been saying . I didn ' t really think in 

this case any comment wa-s necessary , because it speaks ---

Q (interposing) \'/hat was that? 

TiiE PRESIDENT: I said before, I . di d not think any comment was necessary. 

It spoke for itself . .. 

Q. (interposing) Mr . President 

THE PRESIDENI': (continuing) As you say , it was an empty ship on a trading 
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voyage, way down somewhere near the Equator, and there is no fighting .. . 

going on . Cordell Hull is absolutely dead r ight when he calls it -piracy . 
r -. . ' 

It means that ships of any nation, on any of the Seven Seas, may be 

attacked and sunk v.1. thout v;arning. .And you might say -- a good many 

. ' 
of the younger •people"have forgotten the words , but the older people 

remember what a commotion vas caused by the message that was dug up 

in the -- the Argentine in 1917 -- I think it was the German Ambassador 
• 

down there -- about the German policy of saying that ships were sunk 

"Spurlos ---" . ' •• 

MR. GO~Ifl.N: (interposing) Spur los Versenkt . (Sunk without trace) 
.. 

S-P-U-R-I - 0-S-S ---

~ (interposing) L-0-S . 

THE PRESIDE~IT: S-P - -- I have forgotten my German . 

MR. GOD\'IIN: S-P-U-R-L- 0- S 

Q (interposing) I - s . 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

~ I - S. 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Only one ' S. ' That ' s right . You are right . 

l~y Lord - - a long time since I was there . 

~ (interposing) Mr: President - --

MR. GOV~IN: (continuing) V- E-R-S-A 
. 

Q (interposing) Is the LEHIGH t he type of ship that would be armed , if 

the armed ship bill goes through? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t think -- I suppose because - - because you can' t say 

that one vrill be , and the next one won ' t be , 

~ I mean type . 

'1m: PRESIDENT: What? 

.. 
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Q. Type 
.. 

THE ·PRESIDENl': ( i nterposing) Type? 

Q (continuing) --- would be armed . It ' s the type of ship that would be 

armed . 

THE ~IDENT: F.rcen the way things ar e going now, if a ship is goi ng from 

here to Cuba , we might have to arm her. How can we tell if it reaches 

there safely? Arm them all . 

Q Mr . President , could you tell us in relation to this case, what is the 

distinction between a.n act of piracy and an act of war? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, htr Lord -- I ain ' t thinking quick enough today . 

Q Mr . President -- er -- do you want to endorse what Mr . Hull said about 

repealing Section 2, as well as 6 , from - - -

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I think I wrote a Message on it , didn ' t I? 

Q i'lell , you weren' t quite as specific as that . 

THE PRESIDENT: Have you read the Message? 

Q Yes, sir . 

THE PRESIDENT: Do i,t again . It will grow on you . (laughter) 

Q Mr . President, have you seen Representative Vinson about his bill for 

a ceiling on defense profits? 

THE PRESIDENT: Representative who? 

MR . GO~IIN: (interjecting) Vinson . 

Q Representative Vinson of Georgia . 

'1m PRESIDENI': About doing what? 

Q About a bill for placing ceilings on defense profits? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , 

Q There is a report that you did talk to him. 

THE PRESIDENI': No , no, 
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MR. T. REYNOLDS: Mr . President, last Saturday , Mr. hlacKenzie King, the 

Prime Mini ster of Canada, announced hi s price-fixing scheme to freeze 

prices at approximately their present level . Do you think that has 
• 

any parallel in this country, or do you have any message which )OU 

could ---

THE PRESIDENT : (interposing) Tom, you ' ve got me , because I just got --

Steve (Mr . Early) just brought in a memorandum for me which I haven't 

bad a chance to read . It ' s QUite long , and it ' s from Leon Henderson . 

And if you go over and ask Leon to show you, or give you vmat is proper 

out of that memorandum-- I think it ' s all proper-- you can get the 

answer . 

Q Would Henderson release it to us? 

THE PRESIDE.I\'T: What? 

Q l'lould Henderson release it to us? 

THE PRESIDENI': I don ' t see why not • 

laiR. EARLY: I will talk to him. 
; .. ; 

THE PRESIDE?-."!': Steve says he will talk to him first . 

Q Mr . President, has the Navy reported inflicting any damage on Axis ships, 

since they receive1i the ' shoot first' order? Do they believe they have 

been able to capture or destroy any of them? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t think I could answer the question, except off the 

record , because that is a thing we don' t talk ab.:> ut . Off the record , 

the answer is that I don't think so, although maybe some of the people 

who drop the depth charges do , because I had long experience in the 

World War. The young men on board ships -- sub chasers, and so forth 

and so on , if you had added up all of the submarines that they sank , 

it would have been about three times more submarines than the Germans 
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ever owned . 

Q Thank you. 

Q Mr . President, your Civilian Defense Administrator , Mr . LaGuardia, is 

running for re-election. How do you regard his candidacy? 
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THE PRESIDENT: If you will ask me that on Friday, I don ' t want to --probably 

-- I will probably say something about it , but you have got such a 

big story, I .don' t want to 

!JR. T. REYNOLDS: (interposing) (loudly) Thank you , l.ir. President . 

{laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- push the Mayor . -. 
THE PRESIDENr: Is that right? 

MR. GODWIN: Yes, Do they still call them •ashcans ,' t he depth charges? 

THE PRF.SIDENI': Yes , yes . 

.. - ... 

•' 
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~. OONALDSON: All in . 
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THE PRESIDENT: You will have to wait a minute and see if I can f ind some-

thing which Steve (Mr. Early) says there ' s a story on . I am not sure 

whether I can find it ar not . (laughter) (looking thr ough papers in 

his workbasket) That's not it . I guess that ' s it . I guess I can 

make . . something out of i t. Yes, that's it . (pause) Just let me take 

a glance at it . (pause) 

VTell , now that t he Lend-Lease bill has passed both Houses , al-

though it is still in conference , I think it is all r isht for you to 

say something about the development and extension of the whole pro-

gram of - - er -- supplies for our own Army and l~vy for the future , 

and also under Lend- Lease . Studies along this line , the eventual ob-

jective of loof, ing ahead as far as is possible , because, as you know, 

things change all the time . It might be called a comprehens ive pro-

gram -- call it an all- out program. Those studies have been going on 

for two or three months , and they are of course not ready f or presenta-

tion as a whole at this time . That will oome later . But , in the mean-

time, in making t hese studies , there are er -- certain items that 

appear to be of immediate importance in the sense that -- er -- the 

st arting of these particular items was not dependent on the whole 

pr ogram . 

One of them, for example, is the question of tanks, and we 've 
, . 

' . agreed on a very great increase of the tank program. I suppose that 

the tank problem is as good an i llustration of what happens in a world 
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war as anything else . 

About -- er -- oh , what? -- a year ago last spri ng, all at our 

Amy people , w1 th the best infonnation that could be got from the people 

who are· actively fighting against Hitlerism - - er -- caused our ex

perts to lay down a tank program which met with the general approval 

of everybody -- all the experts both here and abroad . And that pro

gram was, of course , immediately undertaken, and is -- I m1ght almost 

say 1t 1 s in full swing at the present time. Actual dell varies have 

been made for a @'Od many months, and we are reacliing the -- the ...-

er -- peak of production in it, according to the original program. 

Now, since then, certain factors appeared which nObo~y could tell 

about over a year ago . Er - the use of tanks in certain areas, · not 

necesaar1ly all areas, but certain areas, has became more important 

r elatively than was believed a year and a half ago , and that is why 

for some time we have been working on this increase in the tank pro

gram . The Army will give me the actual-- er -- figures -- er - - re

quest for funds -- er -- of which the tank item is the large st . Many 

thousands more tanks, alld of course in addition, certain other critical 

items of ordnance that - er relative to tanks , are part of the 

developing program which I hope t o have -- I won' t say in final form, 

because nothing is final , but it i s in a fairly complete, r ounded 

picture , but we hope soon this autumn, or possibly. the first of January 

the Message to Congress . 

I can ' t give you any actual figures, except that the program on, 

for instance, tanks , will be vastly greater .than it is today , and in 

other words , it is realistic. It will mean the -- er -- increase ot 

output in existing plants, and will probably mean new plants . These 
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are known immediate needs of essent ial ordnance items. And pr obably .,. 

the request t or this will go up fairly soon, with an appropriation to 

be put into whatever it is -- the n.ext appropriation bill, whether 1 t 

. is called that or a deficiency bill, or something else . 

MR. GOJ)f!Nj Can you properly give any figures --

'mE PRESIDENl': (interposing) No . 

MR. GODIIN: (continUing) - -- on existing 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No . Except that the present program is 

coming along . 

MR . GODWIN: It 1 s in full swing? I m'ean for the benefit --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes. 

MR . GO!WaN: (continuing) --- ot the public , if you could give any f igures 

on t anks or not . That is what I meant . 

THE PRESIDENl': No. I think you could say t hat the program -- er -- will 

call for about twice the total of the present program. 

Q Mr . President , it is not for the public ' s information what the present 

program is , is it? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is not given out . Just in the same way that O.P .M. 

the end of this month will cease giving out the t otals on airplanes . 

Merely give the assurance that it is an increase over the last figures . 

Q Is this distinct from Lend-Lease? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q This is dist-inct frc;nn Lend- Lease? 

Tm: PRESIDENI': This is distinct from Lend-Lease, Yes . 

Q Did t his increase grow out of t he Russian experi ence? 

THE PRESIDENT: lhat? 

Q Did this increase grow out of the Russia.n experience? 
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THE PRESIDENI': No . I ' d say that it came primarily fran experience in 

North Africa last year -- Cirenaica - - Benghazi, and those places . 

Q Mr. Pres ident , are there other items going to go up, sort ot piecemeal 

fashion in this way, and then appropriations to cover all of them? 
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THE PRESIDENT : Yes, yes . Ther·e will be certain essential things that will 

go up during the balance of this year, and then the over-all program 

well , probably in my Annual Message , or with the Budget . 

~ Well, these first ones will be merely authorizations? They will not be 

ask ing for appropriations? 

'!HE PRESIDENl' : I don.' t lqlow . I don' t know. In other words, we will have 

to ask the House whether they prefer to put through an authorization 

bill or an appropriation bill . 

~ Mr . President, does this involve any shift from artillery to tanks? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no. No. No. 

~ Does it affect the size of the Army? 

'!HE PRES I D:s:m' : No • 

~ Mr . President, is this in addition to the announcement of Mr . -- testimony 

of Mr . Knudsen of plans to step up medium tanks from a thousand t o two 

thousand a month, or is this t:art of that? 

THE PRESIDENT : It ' s part of that, but it will increase that . 

~ Mr. President, will the new program include heavy tanks as well? 

THE PRESIJENT: I couldn't tell you that. Somebody would like to know~ 

Q Mr . President, will there be no figures at all on airplane production 

after this month? 

'!HE PRESIDENI': No what? 

Q No figures at all on airplane production? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . No figures at all . 
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THE PR""SIDENI': (continuing) Except , I think , they probably will t ell you 

that it is increasing , and I think they will also tell you whether it 

is up to the schedule, or behind the schedule . Now ar course it ' s 

true you've never seen the schedule -- (laughter) -- but -- er -- (he 

laughs) . 

Q Mr . President , will deliveries to ~urope take precedence over these --

new program? 

THE PRESIDENI': Oh , I don't think there is any question of that . 

Q There is any question of what? 

~. GODWIN: (interjecting) As to preference . 

'!HE PRESIDENr: Any conflict . That ' s it . 

Q lJr . President, it was just a short time ago that you told us that you 

were going to give the totals of aircraft product i on hereafter , but 

not break it down into categories - - -

THE PRESIDEl'n': (interposing) I don' t think we will give you even the totals . 

Q I was wondering what was mak~ng that change? 

THE PRESIDEl-11': Because it ' s information that the other s ide would like to 

have . 

Q ~ . President , the existing tank program is being carried out largely in 

automobile factories . .uoes this new program contemplate further con-

version of automobile facilities? 

THE PRESI DENI' : That I don ' t know. 

Q Mr . President, there have been sane discussions in the defense agencies 

of doubling t he heavy bomber program too . Can you t ell us anything 

about that? 
' 
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THE PRESIDOO': No . That ' s what they would like to lalow, too . 
( 

Q Mr . President, might it be said that you try to conceal large numbers ., 

given you instead of small numbers? (laughter) 

MR. GODWIN:. (interposing) Mr . President 

THE PRESIDENT: It reminds me -- I don't know I have probably told you 

,: this story many times before . 
. 
! During the l'iorld i'lar -- er in the spring early summer of 

1918 , we were getting an awful lot of men over to Europe . Of course, 

they weren't equipped . We all know that . We didn't send any any 

artillery with them, and we didn ' t send any planes with them, so when 

they got there they had t o be furnished with French or British e quip-

ment. Still an awful lot of men t o keep secret , and -- er -- we were 

pretty happy about the whole ~hing. They were actually being landed . 

And we had a policy, as you lmow, of complete secrecy about numbers , 

and that lasted all through t he -- er -- spring -- early summer of 

1918 . And everybody wa s asking the same question: "Why this secrecy? 
~ 

·- .Does · i t inean an awful lot of men , or are they behind schedule?" 

·.iell , I got over to Paris in early July, and they had a meeting of 

the -- er -- er - - Inter-Allied ~~a val Council, and of the Army end o'f 

· it , and they talked a couple of days as to whether the time badn ' t come 

to do a littl e boa sting . So I wa s -- somebody else ha.ndled the Army 

end -- and we came out with a big splurge announcing that we had got 

I don' t know what it v~s -- a million and a quarter men, actually in 

France . And I er - - v:as deputed to receive the French press , and 

tel l them that t he Navy , in cooperation with the British and the French , 

had very greatly cut down on submarine sinkings, anq that our Navy had 

a complete line of anti- subma rine aircraft patrol the whole length of 
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the - - er -- west coast of France -- Bay of Biscay , etcetera . 

And the French press came in, and I -- e r -- t old them the story , 

and I made it just as big as I possibly could . In other words, the 

. 
psychological mo~en~ had arrived , which made it perfectly clear to Ger -

many that t hey couldn ' t win under any :possible circumstances . n.nd 

it ' s a question of timing • . ~d t he thing went through, and of course 

it leaked back to Germany and probably was done in just about t he right 

way . 

Of course I personally had a little episode that was very fU.nny, 

I received the French pr ess at eleven a .m. in the hotel -- t his is all 

off the record - - it's j ust a personal story er - - eleven a.m . at 

the Hotel Meurice . And the peopl e in charge of i t bad pitepar ed one 

end of the room as a bar, with all the champaene and ilors d ' oeurves, 

etcetera , that you could put on it . 

;•;ell, I went in there . It was a great, bi g room , And the French 

press arrived a t eleven -a .m. , and they were a ll in -- er - - full dress 

suits , with white ties . (laughter) And t hey weren ' t the working news-
; 

papennen -- a few were -- nearly all of t hem were the redacteurs --

the editors -- of the papers , and they were seen . They were having 

t he privileze of being r eceived by • t:onsieur le hli ni str e . 1 Apparent ly 

it created the most awful fUror e . 

i':en, I had a translat or there, and started in translati.ng . He 

couldn 't translate it, so I sat on the edge of t he table , and in per -

feet ly awful Fr ench told the story . "Well , " I said , "go ahead and .!l-Bk. 

questions . " <lell, that was s omething that t hey had neve r heard of in 

the newspaper busi ness in France -- asking quest ion of a ' Ministre . • 

Unheard of. So t hey asked a few questions , and I answered them as far 
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as I was allowed to . And then at the end , one of these editors in 

the full dress suit -- er - - said , "tlonsieur le !.:inistre , is it really 

true that in i'lashington the Members of the Cabin.et receive the press 

once a day? " I said, ''Yes . Twice a day . " (laughter) Whereupon I 

thought nothing of it . 

Next morning I went around to breakfast with ol d wan ~lemenceau, 

and as I went into the room , Clemenceau came at me -- just like a 

tiger - - wit h his claws out - - (holding up his hands) . Be said , "Ah, 

you overthrow my government . . You oVerthrow my government ." (laughter) 

''You lose the war . " Well , I was horrified . I said , "My God, what 

have I done?" He said, "The French news men, t hey come -- tJ:tey vant 

to see me - - they want to see me and my cabinet once a day , and some 

of them say twice a day ." (laughter) 11I will resign first . " (more 

laughter) So I darn near overthrew the g?vernment and l ost the war. 

Q Wr . President - - -

' r.>R. GE>DWIN: (interposing ) llr . President, you said you might have something 

to say about Mayor LaGuardia today . 

THE PRSSID.ENT: Oh , yes . I have got it ri ght here . (lau.;hter) I will read 

it -- I t ol d Steve (Mr . Early) that i t could be quoted. It is to be 

mimeographed for you . You will get it on the way out . 

l.iR • .EARLY: It will be . 

THE PRESIDENI': .(reading ): 

"Although my voting residen~has alv~ys been up-State , I have lived 

and worked in the City of New York off and on since 1904. I have knovm 

and observed New York ' s 1~yors since that time . I am not t aking part 

in the New York City election , but --- (laughter) --- what are you all 

laughing at? - -- (more laughter ) --- but, because the City of New York 
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contains about hair the population of my St ate, I do not hesitate to 
.. 

express the opinion that ~yor LaGuardia and his Administration have 

given to the City the most honest and, I believe , the most efficient 

municipal BQVernment of any within my recollection. The fact that the 

City election has no relationship to national policies , but is confined 

to civic policies , is attested by the fact t hat the Constitution of 

the State pr ovides for the municipal election in off years, when neither 

a Governor, nor a President , nor Members of the House of Representatives , 

or Senate of the United States are to be chosen . " 

That ' s all. 

Q Mr . President, do you have any additional details on the I<EARNY? 

.THE PRESIDENT : Not yet -- for publication: In other words, they are com-
·. 

ing in slowly but are not important . Chiefly about technical things ---

Q (interposing) ~~ . President -· 
I...R . GOD"JIIN: (interposing) Mr. President 

THE PRESIDmiT: (continuing) - -- Where the explosion probably was , and what 

damage it was . Things of that kind. 

c;, Is i t permissible to say - - for you to tell us whether it was seriously 

damaged? 

THE PRESIDEi':T : Oh yes. 

Q It was? 

THE PRESIDE!IT: Yes . 

MR . GODWIN: Mr . President, we have a story that one or two papers issued, 

~ ..... about a seaman in Honolulu who said he passed through the Red ~ea . 
1 •• 

His ship, he said , was subjected to a very severe Nazi bombing . He said 

that they couldn ' t hit a bull vnth a bass fiddle , but indicated that 

there is a great deal of t~t in that area . 
" .. Are you aware~ of that, or 
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have you had anything on that line? 

T"rlE PRESIDENT: No . The only thing I heard on that was that Hitler had been 
' .. 

going to one of the few -- er - - prominent Jews left in Germany , and 

told him that he could stay 
1 

if. he would explain to him h0\'1 Moses 

managed to get t he waters t o stand aside and get the Children of Israel 

across . (laughter) 

!.:R . GOD'IIIN: Is the.t a good story? Okay . 

Q Mr . President, do you believe that farm product s should be exempt from 

the prov isions of t he price control Bills? 

THE PRESI Dll:NT: I don ' t know enough about it , I don' t know what t he status 

is a t the pr esent time . 

~ ~r . President , one of our New York papers publi shed t he rwnor t hat ~d 

Flynn was resigning over thi s LaGuardia situation . 

THE PRESI DENl': No . I don' t thi nk t here i s any story in that . 

MR. GOII.'IIN: Thank you, Ux . President , 
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