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#779 , 
... 

of the President , 
-- 4 .10 P .Ll. 

' 

THE PRESIDENT: (to Lir . Godwin) I'd get a better chair, Earl. 

i.:R, GOI1.VIN: Look at it spread out. 

THE PR3SIDEm': You have been p.1tt1ng on weight , you know that? 
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MR. GODWIN: The more I exercise the more appetite I get . You know how it 

is . (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': (softly) Let me ask you if you knew Doc O'Connor . Ten 

years ago he used to be terribly fat . He ' s as thin as a rail now . I 

asked him how did he do it . He said , "Perfectly simple . I keep my 

mouth shut at the table , " (laughter) A lot in that . 

MR. GOI1NIN: That's right . (pause) Is that the map? Hhe President laughs) 

I Q You will be going up to Hyde Park to vote:· I presume? 

THE PRESIDENI' : Yes . Friday night . 

Q Fri~ay night? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ye·f> ~ _ _,. • 

MR. EARLY: (to the President) You know, Tom (Mr . Tom Reynolds) will be 

writing literary pieces as special correspondent very soon . 

THE PRESIDENI': W'hat is he studying? 

MR. EARLY: He is going to be special correspondent for the new morning 

paper in Chicago . 
J 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh yes, that ' s right . Really? I didn ' t know that . Gosht 

You had better get out your dictionary . (laughter) 

Q All he needs is scissors, Mr . President . 

THE PRESIDE1'11': V/hat? 

Q All he needs is scissors, Mr . Presi dent , 

,_-
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes . (laught er) Any female assistant s? 

MR. T . REYNOLDS: No . I ' m afraid not . 

MR. DONALDSON: All in . 

THE PRESIDENr : I don' t think I have anything today , except t hat it has been 

.. brought to my attention that it is the first anniversary of the attack 

on Greece , one year a go . There isn 't very much to be said about it , 

except t hat it is another example of a completely unwarranted attack 

on a small and exceedi ngly brave nation . 

Q Mr . President, have you got a reply yet from Mr . Lewis {John L . Lewis , 

• Pres i dent of the United l'.~ ine Wor kers of .America, C. I.O.) to ycur 

'· letter of last night? 

THE PRESIDENJ.' : No . Not yet . 

Q Have you written any more letters? ... 

'raE PRESIDENT: No . (laughter) 

Q Er - - would you care to give any general statements on t~e situation - - -

THE PRESIDENT : (interjecting ) I don ' t think so . 

Q. (continuing ) - -- that exists no'" • ptu·tioul arly with reference to the de-

mand up on the Hill that legislation be passed? 

THE PRESIDENI': I don ' t think I have any news at all at t his time . 

:JR . F . KLUCKHOIIN: Ur . President , I am instructed by the New York Times to 

ask i f you will release for publication that map and document younen-

tioned last night? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . And for a very , very good reason. The map has on it --

it ' s in my basket at the present ttme -- (indicating) -- it has on it 

certain manuscript notations , whi ch if they were reproduced wculd in 

all probability disclose how - - where the map came from. And on account 

• 
of these manuscript notations it might be exceedingly unfai r to a number 
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• of people . It might also dry up the source of future information • 

Q Mr . President, are the notations in German? (laughter) 

Q Mr . President, could you give to us the nations .mntioned on the map ot 

the so-called vassal states? 

THE PRESIDENI': No , because that might be the same trouble -- same general 

idea. 

Q (interposing) Mr. President, was it ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Fourteen all lumped into five , 

0 Fourteen what, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Fourteen -- entirely recreated -- all the boundaries changed . 
q 

· And· out of the fourteen came five vassal states . 

Q Mr . President, the-- er - -I understand that The Chris~ian Science 

Monitor for October 22nd printed - - er -- a general plan for eliminating 

Christianity. They said it came from neutral sources . Is that the 

same one? 

THE PRESIDENT: Steve (Mr. Early) told me about it five minutes ago , and I 

haven ' t seen the plan, so I couldn't tell you whether it is similar 

to, or even identical to the one that I have . 

Q Wr . President, could you tell us where the meeting between John L. Lewis 

and l.ir . Taylor (Myron C. Taylor) v1ill take place tomorrow? 

THE PR1::3IDENT: That I don ' t knovl. 

Q Mr . President, are there _any new details that you could give us on the 

ICEARNY incident? 

THE P~IDENT: Don ' t t hink so . I saw photographs of the ship as she was 

09ming into port yesterday, but - - er -- I don ' t think the Navy Depart-
•• 

ment -- they didn ' t have anything else yesterday . 

Q Ur . President ---

' 

- \ 

• 
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Q ( i .nterposing) Was it 11 sting badly, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Wba t? 

Q i7as she listing badly? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no . 

~ (interposing) Mr . President 

• THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) She wasn ' t listing at all . She was on an even 

keel . Of course that compartment was flooded, both on the starboard 

side where she was hit clear through, and on the p~rt side , so the 

weight of the water was evenly distributed . 

• Q Mr. Presid~nt, can you tell us the direction from which the torpedo came? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I could disclose it from outside the ship l 

{laughter) We don' t know . The -- the er -- the torpedo , of course, 

struck pretty well below the water-line, and the effect of the explosion 

was forward and upward - - (demonstrating w1 th his bands) -- after it 

hit on the starboard side , about a third of t he way from the stern . 

And the explosion went under and up, so t hat th~ deck plates -- in ~ 

these phot ographs, on the port side above the engine room - - were 

blown upward . In other words, it very nearly cut her in two . 

Q Then it came from the port 

THE PRESIDENl': {interposing) What? \'fe don •t know . It was hit -- she was 

hit on the starboard side . Now whether it was coming in with a glancing 

blow from the port , or a glancing blow from the starboard , or straight 

on - - head on -- I don ' t know . 

(interposing ) Mr . President 
. '" 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I suppose that may come out, because they 

might have seen the track of the torpedo before it hit her, but we 

haven ' t got any of that yet , 
. ' .. 
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Q Was the KEARNY alone at the tillle , Mr . Pres ident? 

THE PRESIDENl' : What? 

Q Was the KEARNY alone at the time, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENl': No . She was hunting submarines , in the midst of quite a 

number of ships toot were scattered --or had scattered all over the 

ocean . Now, whether she was within a mile, or five miles , or ten miles 

·: of any ships that were scattered all· over the ocean, I don ' t know. 

f 

~. Had the convoy been attacked? 
. 

THE PRESIDENl': What? Oh yes . Some hours before . 

MR . GODWIN: ll:r . President, the - - -

Q (interposing) Vlere any British ships in that convoy? 

THE PRESIDENT: That I don' t know. - . 

UR. GODWIN: Mr. President, if you have had time to r ead the German conunent 

-- Berlin comment -- you may have noticed that they were accusing you 

of having faked the map . They speak of the map as a fraud, a f orgery , 

a fake - --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) (picking up some teletype copy from his desk) 

You people -- if you people haven' t had a chance to see it, I will get 

Steve (Mr. Early) to pin this up. 

ldR. GODWIN: What ' s that? 

THE PRESIDE.I'i'I': 1'/ha t? It ' s the news ticker , 

THE PRESIDENT: If you want some good -- er -- good method of i mproving your 
I 

vocabulary er -- you will find it good stuff that has come out of 

Berlin today. It ' s a scream. ~ ' s good . I will get Steve to pfn it 

up , because it is really a liberal education for a.nybody that ~ants 

to improve their vocabulary. 

Q Do you think it gained in translat ion? 
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THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Of course it sounds better in Germany . 

(laughter) 
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MR . GODWIN: Yes . Let me pursue my question. I won' t ask you specifically . 

What would you say to the charge of the suspicion that that map was --

had been foisted on you in some v:ay? That it was also a forgery or a 

fake of some sort? 

TFlli PRESIDENT: Well ---

M..R. GODiflN: (interposing) They rnak:e that very serious claim. 

- -THE PRESIDEI-n': Well , you know, they made the serious claim about t en days 

ago that I had torpedoed the ~~. 

tffi . GODWIN: Personally . 

THE PRESIDENT: Per sonally . (laughter) I suppose that is as good an answer .. 
as you can make . 

Q. (interposing) l.ir . President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) No~1 it . comes from a source which is undoubtedly 

reliable. There is no ques~ion about that . 

Q t:r . President, have you had occasion to make that map available to the 

Latin American nations concerned? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Only -- it would only be done in the very strictest 

confidence . -
1 

Q ( interpo-sing) Mr. President ---

THE PRESIDEl-n': (continuing ) The l<ind of a confidence t hat would be - - I 

suppose so that they could not trace -- er - - the poor devil that we 

got 1 t from . 

Q Llr . President, regarding the labor situation , aside from the coal mine 
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incident , have you given c onsideration to such legislation as com-

pulsory mediation recently , or suspending the rights of strikers? 
. 

THE PRESIDEln' : · If you will -- if you will not be so sp~cific , if yo'u will 

say - - i~ you will say .le&islation and not go any further t han that , 

the answer is in the affirmative . 
' 

~ Well, I was interested in those particular ideas , si r. 

THE . PRESIDENT: I can ' t tell you about ideas . If you limit it to that , 

there are probably ten ideas besides your own . It wouldn ' t be fair . 

Q Mr . President, bow much time do you think Ur . Lewis should reasonably 

have to reply to your third request that the mines be opened? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know . I haven' t thought in those terms yet . 

~ Mr . President, has the Chief Executive got any power to act in this case , 

or will 'rt need special legislation? 

'IRE PffiSIDENr: It depends on what we decide to do . Of course it will in 

very large part , as you kno\'1 0 at the present time . One :nethod would 

not call ---

Q (interposing) Mr . President 

TiiE PRESIDENT: (continuing ) - - - for the use of any more than exi sting po,~rs , 

and another method would call for the use of legislation 't o implement 

them . It would be a different method . 

~ You speak of existing powers . :'That are they? Can you tell us? 

THE PRESIDENT: !/ell , I will g ive you a couple of examples , There were two 

pl ants that were taken over by the Government lately. 

Q (interposing) Mr . President, do you· think that your powers are adequate? 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Now t hat doesn ' t mean that I am going to seize 

all the coal mines . This is just illustrat ion . 
( 

Q Do you tliink that your :Povrer s are adequate to deal with the situation --
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this coal mi ne difficulty? . 

THE PRESIDENT: It depends ent irely on the method adopted. 

~ Mr. Pr esident , would you have authorit y to take --say the coal that i s 

above ground in the collllllercial mines? \'Tould you have authority to take 

that, and reallocate it to defense industries , in the event there were 

prolonged shortages in captive mines? 

THE PRESIDENI': I don ' t know. I don ' t know . We are lookin~ into all those 

things • 
... 

MR. GODWIN: Thank you , l.tr . President . 

•' 

... 

. . 
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Press Conference #780 , 
Executive Office of the Presi dent 
October 31 , 1941 -- 11 .00 A.U. 

MR. DONALDSON: All i n . 

THE PRESIDENI' : You have had t he Navy Department announcement a little' 

2 6 7~ 

while ago . (on the sinking of the U. s . DESTROY"~R REUBEN JAMES) There 

has been no further news since that time . · 

The er -- one of the other t hings I have got is - - l ast night , 

very much to my regret , Ambassador Daniels ( Josephus Daniels) told me 

he had to gi ve up his post i n Mexico , on account of t he condi tion of 

1Jr s . Daniels ' healt h . And Steve (:t,ZJ.• . Early ) wi ll give you the copy 

of his letter to me, and my letter to him , in which I accept his re-

signation ve ry , very regretfully , but - - and suggest that before it 

takes effect , he should return to L~xico to say good- bye to his col-

leagues and friends, and t o the President of Uexico , and the ::>ecretary 

of State for Foreign Affa irs . 

I don' t k:now 'that t he country as a whole real izes tha"k of all 

of the people in t he last eight and a half years who have been in 

foreign posts in Central and South Aloo rica - - .Jerico -- I think tha t 

t:r . funiels probably has done more t o encourae;e and live up t o t he 

Good Neighbor Policy than anybody else I know . And today our rela-

tions with Mexico are on a basis of understanding and friendship ; 

with a very great improvement, as we all know, over conditions that 

..J 

existed when he went down there in the spring of 1933. 

Q. I.lr . President, anything to say about his successor? 

'IRE P.RESIDEilT: No • 

Q Ur . President , does the Administration ~bject -- vnl l t he Administration 
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object if the Canadians establish a news service in New Yor k City, ~ 

similar to the Australian and the British news services theret 

THE PRESID&~: I don ' t know . I never heard of it . 

Q. !Jr. President 

Q. (interposing) l:r . President - - -

Q At Hyde Pare recently , Y?U commented on this Hatch Hetchy po~~r referendum 

in San Francisco . I am requested now by the San Francisco Examiner 

to ask whether you are aware that Oakland, Berkeley and Alameda have 

been s.iven grants to devel op power on Federal land --­

THE PRESIDENT : (interposi ng ) No . 

Q, ( cont inuin6 ) - - and sell that power to 

THE PRESIDENT: ( interposing) I will have to find out . I don ' t know the 

details , but I will ask Steve (Mr . Early) to find out , and let you know . 
I 

Q Thanlc you. 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) The general - - the general tenor of what I 

sa id at Hyde Park of course was perfectly true er - - and that is 

that the question is living up to the ori~inal the t e r ms the 

original terms of the c harter, or permit -- y1hatever 1 t was \'/hen - .. -. . 
it v~s first given a great many years ago . That ' s the issue . 

Q ~r . Pres ident, is t here any possibility of a severance of diplomatic 

relations with Germany as a result of t hese sinkings? 

~IE PRESID~~ : I hadn ' t hear d anythine about it until you askeu the ques-

tion . 

Q. Mr . President, now t hat one of our own warships has now - - has been 

~unk, is there any diffe rence in our i nternational situation? 

TilE PRESIDENl': I don' t think so , Car rying out the duty assigned. 
\ 

Q k r . President, t here has been a great deal quoted about the expansion 
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of arms production in this_ country, a nu some people have su~gested 
,. 

thnt goals of the program have been doubled, and that output next 

year will also be dcubled . I wonder i f you could discuss that matt er ? 

THE PRESIDENT: You would have to come down to brass tacks more than that , 

before I could discuss it . You mean the whole program? 

Q Those are reports that have been coming in fr01~ newspe.pers . 

THE PRESIDENI' : No . A good many i t ems, whic h of course will be doubled . 

That doesn ' t necessarily mean the whole program • . 
Q. Stacy May, (Director, Bureau of Research and Statistics , O. P . 1." . ) Mr . 

President, said that it vrould be stepped up fr01n f orty billion dol lars . ' 

to eighty billion dollars , i n a speech he recently made . 

TirE PRESIDENT: I guess he ' s a l ittle ahead of me . I haven ' t worked out 

any - - -

1 
1 

Q (interpo~ill3 ) Mr . President 

((, (interposing ) l•lr . President 

THE PRr~IDU~ : (continuing ) --- figu~e~~t all . 

Q. jave you any information t aAt Ger1:.an submarines have been sunk, or any 
l 

that you could give out? 

THE PRESIDE~11' : I wouldn' t tell you if I d i d . That was answe red by the 

Secretary of the Navy categorically yesterday . 

Q t.r . President, would you like to comment on the theory expressed at the 

America First Meeting last night, that you could wave a wand and bring 

pea ce in Europe? 

THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of it . 

Q 14r . Pre s ident , does this mean t hat if we do actually knov; that submarines 

are sunk ---
• 

THE PRESIDENt': (interposi ng ) Yes-. You are starting off on the wrong word . 

' 
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Q Then ' provided . ' (laughter) 

VOICE: (inter j acting) ' Vihereas . ' 

Q. (continuing) I was just wondering whether it is the policy that we are 

going to, (know) when our sh,ips are sunk, and we are not going to 

(know) when those attacking us are sunk?, 

THE PRESIDENT: Really, -- I think you were here in the ~orld War? 

Q. I was . 

THE PRESIDENI': Sure . ·.vell, you and I remember perfectly well that we didn' t 

announce any casualties to German submarines at any time during the 

vl9.r . We of course did announce casualties to our own ships . For 

very obvi ous reasons . 

Q :'iell, v;e can ' t :\:eep the secret from Germany, can we? 
-, 

THE PRESIDE:\"!' : \':hat? 

Q .ie can ' t keep the secret from GerJ,,tmy, can we? 

THE PRESIDEm' : Oh yes . fie kept the secret from Ger1nany for a long time . 

That's the point • 

Q. fur . President, supposing an Ameri.can airplane captured a German submarine? 

THE PRESIDEl~: If t (laughter) iie might tell about i t , and we might not, 

inwediately . Of course ~ t nere are perfectly obvious reasons for t hat . 

Everybody knows, when they come to think about it . 

I ahl9.ys remember one episode in the \lorld .iar . I went out 

summer of 1918 -- with - - in a French -- er - - it v/9.sn't -- Yes , a 

.. French blimp , out over the Bay of Biscay . We took a ride and I ran 

the thing . I v/9.s sitting in anarmchair, and pull ed a stick up and 
•' •, 

down , and turned a wheel right or left . Anyone of you could have run 

it -- it v;as perfectly fascinating . l'ie were up four or five hundred 

feet above the surface . I was out a couple of hours . 
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... 
And the next daJ , that ~ I had ~one -- that same blimp thought 

she saw -- er - - the' shape of a submarine , way down on the bot tom 

of f a place called Penmar ch Point . \'I ell , there had been a Ger iUan 

submarine operatipg off t her e - - oh , for sever a l months -- and she 

had sunk quite a lot of ships that were going i nt o t he mouth of the 

Loi re river . And ever ybody '1.'9.5 trying to get her . She would be on 

station a v;eek or ten days , and then go back: t o Germany and refuel ; 

then retur9 to Penmarch Poi nt . 

This blimp saw this s hape , down on the bottom about a hundred ..• 
f eet below the water , and dropped a buoy over it , ~.:ame back , and one 

of the planes went out ·and -- er -- dropped dept h char ges . And I 
.!'. 

thi~c some of the sub- chasers went out and dropped depth charges all 

around the buoy. 

\'Tell, s ome oil came up, and the people who had done it said , 

''Hey . ·.~e ' ve got a submarine . i'l.:~ ' ve sunk a submarine . " ilell, of 

c ourse, we were aVIfully , awfully careful , a nd we didn ' t claim that 

' 
submarine at all . -- I~ ~sn ' t claimed as a ' get .• 

' 
,• 

After the war was a ll over -- months 1a tel' t hey sent some 

divers dovm, a nd sure enough i t was a submarine they got her . But 

we didn ' t know at the time . 

!\ow , of cours e , obviously , the Germans didn ' t k:no1·1 what had hap-

pened to that ship either . · She might have been wrecked . She might 

have been sunk: . She might have been capt ured . The fac t was that she 

was missing , and that ' s a ll that Germany knew . '1/hich , of course , had 

a pretty -- a pretty -- an - - er -- important effect on the morale of 

t he crews of other submarines . It just didn't come home . 

Q. ~. President , do you think that Germany has any reasQll t o l.Onder about 
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some of the submarines that have been in contact 1•.ith our --- (laughter ) 

THE PRESID&~: Go to a good psychologist • 
. 

~ Ur . President, are you goi ng t o r ecommend legislation Feder alizing the 

Unemployment Compensation benefit system this -- er -- ::>ession? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . There will be a Social Security message , as I t hink 

I said a couple of weeks a go , but it isn ' t ready yet . 

~ (interposing) Ur . President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Various kinds of Social Security . 

~ And it does mean ~·ederalizing Unemployment Compensation? 

THE PRESIDENT: That I dpn' t know yet . 

?.ffi . J. VTRIGi'I': Some of the States , like Wisconsin , think they have an even 

better scheme than the Federal scheme ; and it ha.s. been worked out on 

percentages of a cc idents, etcetera, and percentages of unemployment . 

They very much resent the idea of complete uniformity in ffederaliza-
i+ .... • 

tion . l.s ther e going to be any exception made on States that have 

experimented with t his sort of thing? 

THE PRESIDE!\'!' : I couldn ' t tell you on ',/isconsin, Jim , be cause I don' t 
. . 

know enough about it, but 

1ffi . J . :•JRIGHT: (interposing ) So do I. 

THE PRESID.ENI': What? 

;,~ . J . ·::RIGHT: So do I. (laughter) 

VOICE: (a side) Ask me . 

' . 

TrlE PBFSIDENT: There is one thing that I think can be said . un the sub-

ject of Social Security, not just Unemployment Insurance , but Old Age 

Pensions, and so forth -- er - - if you · .. ake uniformity for all the 

States, you help those t hat have , and you don' t help t hose that have 

not got the wherewithal • n nd it results in the richer States being 
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able t o pay a great deal more than some of the States that are rela-

tively poor in their taxable values . And -- er -- this -- what we 

are working on a t the present time i s a metho_d - - er -- which will 

give more .l!'ederal aid to the -- a great deal more Federal aid to the 

Stat es t hat haven ' t got the riches -- er -- on same k ind of a standard 

basis, which probabl y would take the form of the per capita income 

of the population of the different States . 

In a couple of weeks, probably, we will be going t o Georgia, 

an illustrat i on of a State that is large in area, large in population, 

and very low in taxable valuep , o.nd very low i n the -- erA yearly -

er -- per capita i ncome . Obviously , t hey ought t o have -- t his has 

nothing to do with their State government , or t heir legislature , but 

t hey obviously ought to have more Federal aid than the State of New 

York, which has an --an i nfinitely higher- -- er -- yearly per capita 

income , and that -- that is probably what the basis of tht recom-

mendations are going to be . 

Q. Mr . Pre-sident , is there anything new to be said on the subject of re-

commendations on anti- strike legislatio~? .. ..... 

THE PRESID&~ : No news on t hat today . (he laughs ) 

Q t;r. President , woulc! you say that the strike situation by and large is 

getting better or getting worse.? 

THE PRESIDEi!T : That -- I -- I haven 1 t had any f i gures on for two or three 

weeks . .. 
Q (interposing ) Were you ---

. THE PRESIDEln' : ( continui ne ) It isn 't as bad as i t was at one t ime. I t's 

a l i ttle worse t han it was recently. But what t he pe rcenta ges of slow-

up caused by strikes are at the present time, I will have to get the 

' ,. 
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figures , And, of course, there is also in some individual cases --

er - - not a strike but a slow-up . 

Q Mr . President, is there any agency , or are there any individuals in the 

Government , . .no can be appealed to , to speed up decisions by some of 

these -- er -- other Governmental agencies? . 

THE PRESIDE!H': I don't quite follow . 

Q. V/ell -- er - - put it this way, A defense industry in the City of 

Toledo ---

THE PRESIDEl\'IT : ( interposi·ng) V/hat? 

Q A defense· industry in a city-- call it Toledo - - has been held up 

er -- for l ack of water and. sewers . Applications for funds to build 

these facilities have been pending for over a hundred days , with no 

decision from here , 

'JliE PRESIDE!•Yl' : Well , of cours.e, I don ' t -- I never heard the individual 

case of Toledo , but it may be same of the fact s - --. You mean to -say r. . - ·-

the plant can't run? Is it proved that the plant can'~ run unless t hey 

put a new sewer in? 
-, 
' 

Q The construction can ' t go for,...ard until the sewer and v..aterlines are 

built . 

THE PRESIDENI' : I wish you would check on the story, because I have had a 

number of cases where -- I am not saying anything against Toledo - - this 

had better be off the record - - I have had other cases brought t o my 

attention, where a community was trying to get a new water system, or 

a new school , or a new hospital -- all kinds of things . Said they 

could not start the- plant until they got it , where the actual facts 

were just the reverse . And they were trying to get something from the 

Government for not hing , where they really could have got along under 

_, 
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their own steam in putting through t hese additional facilities . 

And there are a lot of communities that are trying to get things , 

• · '( on the -- on the ground that the Government is going to make it a 

defense area, etcetera . One COJODlunity I happen to know very well 

tried to get a new hospital the other day because -- er - - there were 

three or four plants in the region that were turning out -- er -- de-

fense articles, and - - er - - the t ot al additional populati on of the 

eollllllunity lad risen from forty thousand to forty thousand three hun-

dred , And now of course you can' t eet a new hospi tal because the 

population has risen three hundred people . They were trying to get 

somet hing for nothing • . I don' t know because that -- maybe it ' s all 

right . 

Q llr . President, my interest is not whether or not t hey are entitled to 

it , but whether it should take a hundred days . It has been cleared 

by the Defense Public Works for over seventy days . Now it has been 

in the Budget over a month, without any dec ision. 

THE PRESIDENT : There must be something phoney in the :r;s.rtieuiar ease . In 

other words I am sure it wouldn' t have happened . 

MR. T . REYNOLDS : Thank you, Mr . President • 

• 

.. 

. ... 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #781 , 
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• • _, 

In the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 
Monday, November 3, 1941 -- 12.45 P .M. 

'n!E PRESI DENT: \'fell? 

Q Good morning , Ur . Pr esi dent . 

THE PRESI DENT: You can ' t have t his today. (indicating statement) l!'or 

7fednesday morning release , I understand the pictures - - the films were 

put on it . 

Q Is it good? 

THE Pllli.SIDENI' : It ' s not very st art ling . I just dictated a few words . I 

don' t know what I am going t o say this afternoon , but I dictated a 

few thoughts just now t o use this afternoon . I don ' t think t hey will 

let you people in , will t hey , i n the high school? 

Q I imagine so . 

~ Sure hope so . 

Q '.1e haven ' t hear d . 

THE PRE3IDE~1l' : I think they only let ili gh school graduates in . (laughter) 

Maybe you have your certificates with you . It ' s all right . 

oi Sa have been drinking Poughkeepsie water, sir . 

THE PRESIDE1-Tr : Yes . That would admit you t o almost anything . 

I don ' t think I have got any news at all , . Bi ll , have I got any-

t hi ng? Where ' s Bill? 

~ffi . HASSil.'.ri' : Here , Mr . President . 

THE PRESIDENT : 
., 

Have I got anything at a l l? 

MR • HASSETT: Just your own thought s . 

Q (interposing) Can you---

: 
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• 
· THE PRESIDENI': No . I shall j ust put t ham on paper • 

Q. Have you any thought s on your meeti ng with the Prime Mini ster? (lJ.ackenzi e 

King of Canada) 

THE PRESIDENT: Not hi ng more than what he said . 

Q. Tha t was ·pretty scanty , s i r . 

'I'liE PRF.SIDENT: '!That? 

Q. That was quite scanty • 

........ 
THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q. He said 1 anything and everything . 1 

Q. He said he had a ' profitable visit ,' Mr . Presi dent . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . That is perfectly true . 

Q (interpos ing ) Could y ou el aborate 

• 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I don ' t think -- I don ' t t hink either I can 

elaborate, or that you can elaborate . I saw somebody' s elaboration in 

t~e papers this morning . I t just wasn' t true , but that's "one of the 

penalties oi' e l aborati.ng, . Fred ~ (laughter ) 

MR. FRED PASLEY: There ' s a s t ory behind that, Mr . President . 

THE PRESIDENT: That 's what I call space-filling . 

Q Did you -- did you reach any concrete agreement wftli t he Prime Minister 

this time , Mr . Pr esident? 

'I'liE PRF.S:Im:ioll' : Jell - - and incidentally there wasn' t any conference . Of 

course , Bill tried t o tell you that today , but nobody believed it . 

You all do lalow that t here wasn' t any conference . (he laughs ) 

Q l'le had t o vn·ite about something . 

THE PR.ESIDElfl': \'/hat? 

Q • e had to write about something . 

'IRE PRES I DENT: ~re , sure . 

•• 



• 

li78l - - 3 278 

Q Well , Mr . Presiden~. could you say whether you think there has been any 

greater bond of understanding established , or ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Continuing bond . (laughter) That doesn' t 

help at all . 

Q Not much . 

Q Mr. President , I would like to ask a question, off the record if nebessary . 
\ 

Lots of people who think just as you do .on t llis war issue, also think 

that a continuance of diplomatic relations vdth Germany is a form of 

dishonesty . Could you elaborate your thoughts for background? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Only off the r ecord , I would have to make it completely 

off the record . 

As you know, we have taken the position-- the Secretary. of State 

was repeating it the other day -- that we are actually and truly only 

acting on the defense . That' s all . That is literally true on all the 

oceans , and various other places , There are a great many other t hings 

to support that, t hat haven ' t come out . 

Hell , I can -- you can ' t use this, but as an intimation , one of 

the dispatches this morning showed a ve r y definite attempt on the part 

of Germany to establish itself , by the infiltrat ion method, in a funny 

----litt le' place called Liberia . 'Hell, t hat ' s a thing we can' t use, be-

cause the - - the Liberian government realizes exactly what the purpose 

was -- establi shing an airline down there . Well, Liberia , of course , 

is awfully close to Sout h America . I t ' s just another step . And it 

~ d'epends anti rely on how you like t o look at it . Is it an attack , or 

isn' t it? In one seijse it is an att ack , because it is the first stage 

of the development of Gennan control, pr obably down to a point directly 

opposite South America • 

• I. 

( .. 
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And as I say, there are constant instances of trying to spread 

their power all over the wor ld lvhich are not ' shooting' down there , but 

it ' s a very definite attempt to attack the Americas . You know the 

point of view. And mturally we are resisting for the purpose of our 

own defense , and hemisphere defense . Things of t hat kind . 

AnC t he question always arises here . We don ' t want a declared 

war with Germany because we are acting in defense -- self - def ense --

every action . And to break off diplomatic relations , why, that won ' t 

do, any good, I really frankly don' t ~now t hat i t would do any good . 

It might be more. useful t_o keep t hem the way they are . 

Q. There is the t hought that in that way t he s ituat i on would be brought 

home very direct l y to the American people . 

T"rlE PRE8IDEN1': Oh , I t hink t he American people understand it pretty welL 

Afte r all, in days like th i s , you don ' t -- you don ' t do things for the 

sake of the record . And that is about a ll it WP\M.<a b~ • 

.. :R. F . KLUCAHOHN: Why can ' t s tuff like that Liberian incident be published , 

; .• r . President? 

THE P!lliSIJE:.'T: i'lell , because , Frank, it isn't the time to do it . Publish-

i ng things of this ki nd i s a question of timing , as you will pr obably 

see in the course of t he next two or three days . 

Q Mr . President , thi s -- t here isn't any 1nore you could say about tlli s 

New York Mayoralty cont e st, is there? They seem to be doing some 

awfully harsh talking down there? 

THE .PRESIDEN!' : A lot af' hard talking . I got one report yesterday ---, 

Q. (interposing) Is this on the record? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes , this is on the record . I got a report yesterday that 

~here was a story in New York tha t I had I'\;pudiated what I • .ad said 
' 
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about the Mayor . And that -:-- that story was being circu.lated . Of 

course there is absolutely nothing , not one word or vestige of truth 

in it . I think t hat is all. · 

Q Really? I don' t believe the report was publiehed . 

THE PRESIDENT: l'lha t? 
' 

Q I don ' t believe the report was published . 

THE PRE$IDE1'T: No . I got it over the telephone fron1 two different places . . ~ 
0. Oh, oh . 

Q. Mr . President , is there any comment you would like to make on that t hing 

- . 
of mud- slinging instead of issues down there? 

THE PRESIDENT: About what? 

Q Mud- slineing down t here instead of issues? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I said I vms taking no part in the campaign . ~verybody 

knows wba t I said . 

Q Are you going to touch on any local issues t h is afternoon in your speech, 

:tr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not local issues . I am going to talk ~bout a thing in edu-

--
cation that I have alvmys talked about a great deal , and this morning 

a 11 ttle bit that way. I have talked about it for thirty years, a.nd 

that is: giving the boys and girls in high school a little bit more 

firsthand knowledge of how, and where, and why the wheels go round . 

I am going to use -- t t hink Bill can give you a -- I don' t know 
""' 

' that I will fol l ow copy , so you people will have to check me on it . 

Of course, what I dictated this morning is just very rough. - - ideas . 

I ' ll use an illustration of the fact that the average boy and girl 

doesn ' t know anything about the procedure of local law. They don' t 

'. know what a Justice of the Peace does , what his duties are . They don' t 
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know what the police force does in Poughkeepsie we hope . They 

don't know what t he County Court does . They don' t know what the 

Supreme Court i n Poughkeepsi e does . They have never been 1n a court-

room • 

i'iell, that happened to me . I always think of my own experience , 

I got through school , and college , then went three years t o a law 

school, and was duly admitted to t he Bar of the State of New York . 

And in 1907 , or in there somewhere , I went into a great bi g law office 

as a sort of a glorified off(-ce boy . 

And the day after I ·got there I was told to go up to the court and 

answer a calendar call . Now , mind you, I was a full - fledged lawyer , 
• 

duly cert i fied . _I didn't ·know what a calendar call was . 1 had never 

been in a courtroom, and yet I was a lawyer . Never been in a courtroom. 

And then the next day I was sent up t o record a deed in the County 

Clerk1 s Office . Well , I hadl:t't the foggiest idea about the recording 

of a deed . I had to learn all t hose practical t hings . Never been in 

a County Clerk ' s Office . I had never been in a big factory, mind you, 

at the age of -- what? - 25 . Didn' t know what a factory meant , where 

the st uff came from and the different individual processes, and t he 

assembly processes, and the selling processes . Had to learn that long 

after I had graduated and was in a profession. 

I am going to use some of these examples this afternoon . The 

general idea that in the high schools -- take this County as a per-

fectly eood example , it is a practical thing to take around high 

school students and let t hem see the wheels go round . Of course~ the 

County highway system, the Sanitation, County health people , what a 

Surrogate ' s Office is . Some of them haven ' t the faintest idea what a 
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Surrogate ' s Offi ce does , and so f orth and so on. '.'/hat a department 

store i s and how you r un it , And going back to my old example -- in 

t he spring of 1933 , what a bank: is , what happens t o your money when 
• 

you put it in the bank . A great many people still think they put it 

i n t he safe until you call for i t . 

Q \'/hat doe s a Surrogat e 1 s Office do? 

j 

THE PRESIDENT: What did you say? 

Q What does a t>urrogate ' s Offi ce do? (laughter) I want to be there for 

that . 

THE PRESIDENT: You will never get t here until you are dead . It ' s all right . 

Q You mean, Mr. President, v:e are going to qualify them for I nformation 

Please -- our school children? 

TEE PRESIDENT: Right . A very good idea . 

Q I~r. President, to c ome back t o the i nt er national situation , it seems to 

be pretty well established that the sta tement the other night from 

Germany that .America has declared a shooting war on the Reich comes 

. -
from 11r . Hitler himself . Is there any Pre s i dential reaction to such 

a statement as t hat? 

THE PRF~I~~ : I don' t know except what I read in t he papers. 

Q Is there any more on the REUBEN J.AMES , hl.r , President? 

THE PRESIDEN'I' : No . Not Ling . There wasn' t last ni ght . I haven ' t talked 

this morning . 

Q t.1r . President , the Neutral ity Law revi sian is moving t oward the end • 

.Are you going to ask -your Congressional leader s t o speed up this Price 

Control? 

'mE PRESIDENI': I think we will probably talk about i t on Wednesday morning . 

1 They are coming i n t h en . 
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Q. Did you di scuss with Mr . King (Prime Minister Mackenzie King of Canada) 

how his Price Control plan is working? 

-
THE PRESIDENT: The trouble is t his , t hat 1f I said I talked about that , 

it wouldn' t be a fair thing to lift out of the general conversation . 

We talked about anything. I think he said ' anything and e verything .' 

(he laughs)· 

Q ldr . President , are you going to vote? About the usual hour tomorrow 

morning, I mean . 

THE PRESIDENl':' I think so . We haven• t worked it out yet . I think Mrs . 

Roosevelt and I will go up t here about , I would say, eleven or twelve 

o • clock . 

Q. Yes, sir . I don' t assume you have anything much to say about the local 

election campaigns? 

THE PRESIDENI': No . I can ' t say anything out loud about it . But for your 
t:"~00\~1 

own private information , ~ . Van 1'/agoner (Elmer Van Wagoner ) I 

think he has been an awfully good Supervisor of the Tovm . We got --

we got two people that are running for Superintendent of Highways , 

and they are both named Marshall, isn' t that ri ght? 

Q. Yes . 

THE PRESIDENT : I hope the Marshall v;ho --- (laughter) - - - is in now will 

s t ay in, because I think the roads are - - I drive over them a great 
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deal they are in better shape than I have seen them for a long time . 

]' Q Those two Marshalls , Mr . President - - regarding those two Marshal~ did 

you ever hear about the time Tuxedo Park vot ed ~imously the Socialist 

Ticket? They got a new voting machine, and t he handle of the Socialist 

came down over the Republican . They all voted wrong , (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': I love it , (laughter) 
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Q. Mr . President, we were looki ng over sane of the exhi bits out there , 

while we wel'e waiting . How is the Library (Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Library) getting a long? Lots of people coming up? 

'l.'liE PRESIDENl': Getting along . Much larger attendance than we had expect ed . 

I think the figure for the first f our months was aboo t 40 , 000 . Am I 

right on that? Who lolows? Where is Shipman? 

MR . SHIPMAN: Yes , sir about 40 , 000 . .. ... 

Q Is that total for the first four mont hs? 

THE PRESIDE1~ : Yes . 

THE PRESIDENT : And of course I~. Shipman is getting a little bit worried 

because the - - there are so many more things that we are getting, 
• 

that we are already faced, or will be soon , with the quest ion of space 

-- adequate space . Or course there are -- a great many people don' t 

realize i t, but the space we have will f ill up very quickly from 

material that is nov• in Washington for about six or seven million manu-

scripts . Of course the general publ i c doesn ' t see the manuscripts . 

Q. What are those , Mr . President? 

T!1E PRESIDENl' : What? 

Q I n a general way? 

THE PRESIDENT: 1.'/ell, I would say -- those manuscripts I would say are not 

only mine , but papers that I have been associated vnth -- st a rted back 

in 1910. Thr ee --nearly three years in Albany . Then aft er t hat , t he 

Navy files through 1920. And t hen , of c ourse , a . gre?-t many •'political 

files, l ike the campaign of 1920, and the Madi son Square campaign in 

1924, aud the Houston campaign i n 1928. And then my campaign in' l928 

for Governor, and the four yea r s of Albany paper s . Then , of course , 

the -- the White House files . Then all you have to do on that is to go 

• 
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• downstairs in the White House and look at what hasn' t cane up y et . 

There is an awful ' lot hasn' t up, but a great many already in come 

the stack . Then , of course , besides that , there are a very large 

number of my own books , and those are 1n the stack too . 

Q (interjecting) Yes, sir . 

THE PRESIDENI' : (continuing) And t hose are consta.ntly being added t o . For 

instance, we are getting a great many supplement~ry dovetaili ng docu-. 
ments and reports from different part s of the Government . Just for 

example, I got a telephone call yesterday from Dr . Buck , who has been 

the .t~.rchivist, who has been given , for -permanent keeping , the old Navy 

Depart ment files . They haven 't got room in the Navy Building any more 

!'or them -- the files go back t o the French war, and Tripoli War , and 

the War of 1812 . And for - .:. as soon as Doctor Buck gets them, he 

is going to have them micro- filmed. 

Q That ' s the new system? 

THE PRESIDEi"l': That 's the new system. Have them all micro- filmed, and as 

I understand it , he will -- I think three copies . Tney will keep one 

in a dif·'erent part of the Archives Building, and they will put another 
' 

one in the Navy Departme.nt Building. And they will send one copy up 

here , so that if anything shpuld ever happen to the originals , we should 

still have the micro- film . Of course they t ake up a certain amount 

of room . 

And then -- well, t here are a lot of things . Remember N.R.A. ? 
• 

Well , those files are down in Washington . They oughtn 't t o come here, 

but the more important N . R.A. files are going to be micro- filmed and. 

bring t he copy up here, because a lot of t his dovetails i'n wit h my 

-paper s . So any student would be able t o get here a pretty large portion 

-
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of everything that has been connected with the Admini stration, and 

not have t o run around all over t he place to get something here or 

something there . 
• 

~ There ' s a slight argument 

THE P~ID.El\'T : (interposing) What? 

Q There's a slight argument among t he boys this morning on how old is the 

tree in front, out there, t hat >s c hained up-- the limbs? 

THE PRr.$ID.El~ : I think --the story has been printed, but it is r ather an 
. 

interesting one . I had a t ree ma n here ab . ut t wenty year s ago with 

a simi lar tree, about the same age . 

A.nd he counted the r i ngs and figured out that t he tree sta rted , 

t o gr ow about. 1640 , which is t hree hundred years , and t hen he advanced 

the extremely interesting t heory the tree obviously grew under field 

conditions . In other words, not in a forest -- in those early years --

-because the lower limbs started out at a very low level , and br anched 

out fifty or more feet on all sides of the tree . So it taust have been 

an open space . it meant necessarily almost that t h is r1as a f ield , 

and if i.t was a fi<~ ld , t hen it was an Indian f i eld . Therefore there 

was an lndi&n encatil!Jnent , or village , right here . 

Q In other words , an accidei!tal tree e;rew, su t o speak? 

THE Pn.:...;;Iuull' : Yes . It had t o row up unuer field conditions, ana the 

only fields in the Bast in those days were Indian cultivated fields . 

Evt: r ywhere else were woodlands , 

Q. Is t hat a· hi ckory? 

TH£ Pffi:SI DE.o~'T : :'lhat? 

Q. What is that t ree? Oh , I ' m sorry . 

Till!: .PRE::>IDEl.fl' : ·.:rhite oak . They are all white oaks . And I thi nk: it is 
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rather an interesting t hing. Of course, .1e find all ki nds of arr ow-

beads . Right on t he drive we dug up a deer bone -- a shin bone that 

had been made into a needle . And vre have quite a lot vf arrowheads 

and t hi ngs like t hat that are dug up . I t's rather good . 

Q. Yes it is . 

~ Isn' t it one of our oldest parts of America up nere - - in terms of 

history then? 

THE PRESIDENT : \'That? 

~ In t enns of Revolutionar; history? 

THE PP.ESIDENT: Yes , yes. This Couz~ty did not get settled until 1690, some-

thing like that , so it couldn' t have been a white man' s field . I t 

must have been an Indian ' s fie ld . Of course the othe r side of the 

river was sett l ed about 1640. over i n Uls ter County . 

;.:R . T. Rl!."YNOLDS : lllr . President, have you decided when you are going to send 

a r equest to Congress for t he vastly increased t ank producti on, about 

- ' which you t al ked a fort night ago? 

T:li:E P!~IDENl': I don ' t know, Tom. 

!~~ · T. Rl!."''YNOLDS : You haven ' t got t o t he point where you will- use your 

dr aft t hen? 

THE PRESI DE!\'!' : Not yet . ... 

Q That is just a part of the general rai s ing of the s i ght s? 

T !E PRESIDEtrl': Raising what? 

Q Rai sing the sights of t he defense program? 

TT!E PRESIDEI-ri' : Yes , pru:t of the whole t hing . Yes . There isn ' t any t ime 
e 

being lost , because of course t he re are still-- they have allocated , 

but t hey are still av~rding actual contracts on some of the old money . 

l t i sn ' t all actually contracted f or yet . 
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Q. Ur . Pres i dent, it is probably all right t o mention those two ca ndidates? 

THE PRESIDE...\Pl' : Oh , I think so . Only jus t vn the ground t hat they have 

been very good in their j obs . 

Q. There will be no news today , Ur . Presi dent, on other candidates , will 

there? 

:.:R. T . Rl:.'YNOLDS: Thank you , Mr. Pre sident . 

THE PRESID~1I' : Did Tom (Mr . T . Reynolds) bave a good birthday on Saturday 

night? 

Q. Yes. indeed, Ur . President • 

Q I t was last night, hll' . Pre sident, t hat the party--­

THE PRESIDENT : (interposi ng ) Continuing? 

~ Yes , sir . Ve ry good . 
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!.!R . GODWIN: tlr . Hassett of the secretariat~ They s peak of him as lJr , 

Hassett of the White House secretariat ~ 

THE PRESIDE!':!': Do they? 1'/h&t do t hey call him Judc;e for? 

::R. ·GOD".'iiN: Ee looks like i t . 
. . 

THE PRESIDENT: Tnere are a lot of criminals that look l i ke Judges, you 

know . (laugb~er) 

MR. J , HENRY: Mr . Presi dent, we have a successor to Tom Reynolds . 

THE PRESIDENT: ','/hat ? 

t:R . J . HENRY: :•1e have a successor to Tom Heynolds here t his morning . 

(introducing him to the President): This is~~ . Smith . 

i.:R. !...BR.'qll:AN .::>?.:ITH: How are you, ltr . President? 

r.:R. J . H~'!RY : I.e doesn' t take up qui te as much room . 

THE PRESIDENT : By the way , \'I hen does the publication sta rt? (the new 

Chicago morninG newspaper) _ 

~ First of December . 

Ta:E PH.B.:::; IDE:!! : :'ihat are they goi ng to call it? 

Q It hasn ' t been decided . 

?.lR . OO:l4.LD50N: All in . 
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. . 

THE PRESIDEl'lT: I don ' t think I have got anyt hi ng , except t hat I didn ' t II/8.Ilt 

t o g ive t J,is out outside . I might as we ll read i t to you . It ' s quite 

short . And incidentally t here isn ' t any other infonnation , so t hat 

vnll serve you then . (reading) : 

"The President said today that t he Governn:ent of t he United ~tates 

is g iving consideration to t he questi on of wit hdrawal of the American 
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Marine detaclunent s now maintained ashore i n China, a t Peipi ng, Tientsin 

and Shanghai." And that i s all -- literally. 

C1 111' . President, can you tell us what our forces are over t here? I heard 

that t here were six hundred men in Shanghai : 

THE PRESIDEill' : I don' t know . 

Q r.:r . President , have you any comment on the Railroad Na (5e Report? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I don' t· think so . 

Q. Mr . President , do you plan to ask Railroad :..anageu1ent, and Labor, to ac-

cept the decision of your Board? 

T1iE PRESIDEt~: I don ' t know . I haven • t got any news· on it at all. 

Q. r,;r . President 

Q. (interposi ng) llr . President, is there any news on the -- on the probable 

new labor leg islation you spoke about? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

Q. Do you still t hink there is need novt for i t? 

THE PRE::iiDENr: No . I don • t know . 

~ Lr . President 

!~ . President ---
-

Q {interposing) 

Q (interposing) h!r . Presi dent , do you think that a fift een percent payroll 

tax t o avert inflation is necessary now? 

T"rlE PRESIDE£.'!': I don ' t; know. (he laue;hs) 

Q ~. President, a great many people are suggesti n g that the status quo , 

as to the closed shop conditions , be adopt ed for t he period of this 

emergency, as in the ilorld War . Have you any comment to make on t hat? 

nJ;E PRESIDENT: No . You ' re having a bad time t oday:. (he laughs) 

i.:R . GOIJ.'iL~ : 1ll' . President , has it -- has i t at any time -- the presence of 

the ~ines in China been a subject of conversation between this Govern-

ment and Japan? 
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THE PRESIDENT: I told you . 

J.:R . GOD.'TIN: That is old stuff . Is t hat all on that? 

THE ~DENT: As a matter of conversation between us and Japan? 

l.lR. GO\VIN: Yes, sir . 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Haver bas . 
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MR. G. DURNO: !lir . President, a high naval authority reports t hat the patrol 

has already disposed of 42 Nazi submarines . 

Tl:IE PRESI.iEJI!T: Who did that? 

:.:R. G. DUR..\'U : A high naval authority . 

THE PRESIDENT : v.n10? 

r.lR . G. DURNO : l.ly office didn' t tell me what his name was . 

T:IE PRF.SID.SN'l' : Oh! ( lau~ter) That 1 s a grand s tory . And that -- that 

that particular question - - reply is so good that it is going to go do1•m 

in the papers of t he President , which Sam Rosenman will edit sometime 

in the future . So you have bec~~e histori c . 

Q Wil l you mention the nome of the reporter? 

THE PRF.SIDE.m' : Sure , if he will g ive it to me . 

~ George Durno . 

~ George Durno . 

'!HE PRESIDEUT: Oh ! (laughter) George , you 1 re going in Sam 1 s book . It 1 s 

all ri ght . 

:.:R. G. DURNO: ·.athout an answer? (lau(5hter) 

THE PRESIDENT : No charge ! (more laughter) 

Q. Mr. President , will the wi t hdrawal of the Marines in Ch ina bring any 

new status of the American situation over there? 

'!liE PRESIDEl-.'T : I haven ' t -- you heard what I said 1 fust . 1 

~ Mr. President, have you received any indication that Finland may w1 thdraw 

' 

.... 
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f rom t he wa r ? 

TIIE PR.,SIDENT : No , no , Unless somet hing came i n during t he night . 11e have 

had absolutely nothing on it except what I r e ad i n th~ papers t his 

morni ng . 

Q ~tr . Presi dent , can you say anything about a gricultural pr i ce ceilings? 

THE PRES! DENT : No . I don 1 t t hink so . 

Q. How about a ceiling on wages , Mr. Presi dent? 

THE PRESIDE!~ : I don ' t think I have any i nformat i on on i~ at all . 

.. 

Q. Ur , Pres i dent, just t o make anot her try , what interpr etat ion should we put 

on your f irst speech t hat you gave us this mor ni ng? 

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn ' t . ( l aughter) I wouldn ' t try t o i nterpret , b ecause 

you know it i s a c;r ave quest ion as t o whet her i nter pret ation i s news . 

Q. It passes f or i t sometimes . · (laughter) 

Q (interposing )_ l.!r . President ---

THE PRESIDZI\'1' : ( c.ont i nuing ) ·:;nen I used to edit a paper, i nterpr etation wa s 

ge ner a lly consider ed a duty of t he edit oria l desk , but of cO,urse , time s 

have changed a gr eat deal . (he l a ughs ) 

Q. Any i dea ---

~ (interposi ng ) ~. ~resid~nt ---

It ( cont inuin~) - - - how many civili ans are in t hose citie s in Ch i na? 

TEE PRESIDE1'T: In what ? 

Q. Do you know how u.any American civilia ns are in t hose cities ? 

THE PRESIDE:~ : Ko . I don ' t know. Of course , t hey have all had - - I think 

on more than one occa sion -- the suggest i on that unless it is i mperat ive 

for pe r s onal reasons t ha t t hey stay -- t hat t hey vnsh t o stay - - tha t 

t hey should ret urn . That has been done several time s i n more t han -:>ne 

i nstance , 

• 



I 

. 
' 

#782 -- 5 293 

.~ Mr. President, this doesn't affect the question of extra territoria~ity 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q This doesn't affect our interest in the concessions in China? 

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn ' t know. (he laughs) 

~ Mr . President , did you have any advance inquiri es regarding Wr . Litvinov 

(newly appointed Russian Ambassador to the u.s . ) t hi s morning? 
.• 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think several days ago they asked for the usual 

/ 
acrement through t he State Department , to take it to me , and of course 

this was given l ater on . 

Q Will kr , Oumansky come back? 

THE PRESI DENT: '1/hat? 

~ Will IJr . Oumans1.-y com.e back? 

T.dE PHESIDE:-iT : That I don' t know . 

~ Wr . President, can you tell us anything about the possible future of the 

Omnibus Harbors and ilivers bill , whether i t 1·.ill go up to Congress 

THE PRESIDENT: \'That kind of a service? 

Q. The Omnibus Rivers and Harbors bill. That is where you put the St . 

Lawrence Waterway . 

THE P~IDE!:T: I don ' t know vmat the status on the .hill is . Of course , I 

have told them - - it is a perfectly simple t hi ng - - that I am not 

particularly concerned over authorizations on projects whic h are not 

defense projects . In other words, the building up of a pool of t hings 

to be done , to t ake care of the shift- over from defense conditions to 

• . peacetime conditions . Now whether t h is bill has authorizat i ons in it 

or not , I am not sure . On the other the St . Lav~ence power end of 

things is a very vital defense need, and it should be not only authorized , 

but it should be appropriated f or, because it is a vital defense need . 
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Q Does tbat mean it will be taken rut of t he Omnibus bill? 

THE PRESIDEN!': What? 

Q. Does that mean it will be taken out of the Omnibus bill that we put 

through? It would be taken out? 

THE PRESIDE!~: No . As I say , I don ' t know whet her the Omnibus b1ll con-

tni ns mere authorizations or not . If it contains only authorizations , 

it would have to be supplemented by an appropriation bill for those pro-

jects which are of a defe nse character . 

lllR . P . BRANIYI': ?!.r . President , there are -- there are some Congressmen who 

have support ed the St. LaVJrenc·e. ~or some i:_ime , who now say they are 

going to vote against it, because t hey think this is a pori< barrel bill, 

and they don ' t think a l arge appropriation should be made . Do you have 

any conunent on that story? 

• TilE Pru:.3IDE1"T : What is the bill? Tell me wbat it is? Is it an authorization 

bill? 

UR . P . BRAJIDT: Yes . It ' s an authorizat i on bill , that ' s right . 

THE PRESI:::JE.:T: Only? 

!:R . P . :BRA;IDT : That ' s right . 

THE Pi\ESIDE:~: That ' s a perfectly simple t h ing , as I said before . If these 

projects of all k inds -- defense - - peacetime projects are authorized 

by the Congress , that doesn' t start them to work . 

:.:R. P . BRA.:lYI' : It doesn' t ·nbat? 

THE PRE.JIDE!<T : It doesn' t start the projects to work . I wish all of you 

could clear up for the general public -- it isn ' t generally understood, 

. ' it isn t . even under stood in Wasuington -- that an authorization bill 

doesn' t start anything . You have got to have money, 

!:R . P . BRA1\I1l' : The first step though? 

• 
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THE PP.ESim:m' : ;'/hat? 

1!R . P . BRIUIDT : It ' s the f irst step t hough? 

THE PRESID.I!l\'T : Not necessarily , Pete . .Ia have got something like -- between 

two a nd three billion dollars worth of aut horizat ions t hat dat e back -"" 

I don ' t know, what? -- to the time of John ~uincy it.uams , somet hing like 

that -- a hundred years -- flocks and flocks . I t hink it would t 'ake a 

whole -- it would take t wenty pages in a newspaper to list all the 

author izations that have been made by the Congress of the United States 

which have never been implemented with appr opriations . And people 

don ' t under stand,. through t he country , that an authorizat Lon bill 

doesn ' t by any means s t a rt t he project going . You have got to have a 

subsequent appropriation . 

Q. But you have to have the authorizat i ons before you get the appropriation? 

THE PRESIDENT: That ' s right, yes . That ' s why I was asking t o find out 

whether t his Omnibus bill is an authorized bill , or whether any of the 

items carry an appr opriation. 

r (interposi ng) ~. Presi dent ---

THE PRE::>"'IDE1:T : (co:ltinuing ) It i s a very , very distinct t hing . People 

in this country have never under stood it . I thir.k it is up t o you to 

enliahten the country . 

Q If there are hundreds of billions of dollars -- or I think you said some-

t hi ng like that ' -- of projects t hat have been authorized , that must mean 

that many unworthy p r o je ct s are authorized? 

THE PRE$IDEJ.~ : Yes . They have been in the past , that i ~ perfectly true , in 

the light of subsequent eve nts . I suppose t here were among those 

authorizat ions i n the old days -- for i nstance , t here were qui te a number 

of canals that had depths of -- what? -- s i x f eet • . (ell , of course , as 
~ 

.. 
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time went by, they became c ompl etely out at dat e . 

Q r.:r . President , as a matter of f act , haven ' t you t he po7,er under the 

·emergenc y t o block the bill , or prevent any project that Congress 

_. actually appr opriates for? 

THE PRESI DENT: Appr opriate s for? 

Q Yes . I mean through t he pr iorities? 

THE PRESI DE.in': Yes , but it has got t o go t o t he second stage of the Congress . 

Q Mr . President , do you regard the Fl orida Ship Canal as a defense project? 

That is in the bill . 

THE PRESI D~n:' : ·. '/fell , things are always r elative . I wouldn ' t say that, from 

t he point of view of defense , i t is in the first pr iority, but I think 

the St . Lawrence power is . lie all know t hat there are shortages of 

power , both on t he Canadian side of the St . Lawrence, and on the American 

side of the St . Lawrence . 

~ hlr . President , any idea , ---

(' (interposing ) In the face of anything e l se , are you willing to have ap-

propriated money for the St . Lav.rrence now? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, ce rtainly, because we need i t . 

~ hlr . President , t he -- t he third largest project in that bill is the canali-

zation of the Beaver and I.:ahol'ling Rive rs in Pennsylvania and Ohi o . Do 

you consider t hat a defense project? 

THE PRESIDE~~ : I can ' t tell you definitely . I t hi nk it is . I think it has 

' 
been listed as orie of the principal things we need for the s t eel industry 

i n t hat part , but you had. better chec k . I am not dead sure . 

~ r'/here coul d tha t be checked? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

t • Q Where could that be checked? At t he River s and Harbors Committee? 



#782 -- 9 297 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t knO\'• • I would check with the National Resources . I 

would check with th~ O.P .~ . I v~uld check with the Wallace Committee . 

Frankly I don ' t know. ' You will have to dig that up yourself . 

Q. hlr . President, you spoke of t he power aspects of the St . Lawrence. Do 

you also want immediately to start on the Seaway aspect ? 

THE PRESIDENr: If it is possible, yes . But it isn ' t of as great impo~tan~e 

at this particular time as the pov;er end of it . 

~ fr. President, do you have a.ny idea when there will be a decision on this 

Marines withdrawal? 
• 

THE PRESIDENT: This what? 

<": ?Then t here will be a decision on it? 

T"rlE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know . 

~ Has it been unde r consideration for some ti me? 

Tffi:: PRESIDEi'<'T: I can' t tell you . 

Q Thank you. 

r.IR. D. CORNELL : Thank you , l.ir. President . 

. . 
.• 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #783 , 
.Executive Office of the ~sident, ~ 
l~ovember 14, 1941 -- 10 . 50 A. !! . 

(Press Conference was not held on Armistice Day , Tuesday, Novenmer 

11 , 1941) 

(t Does it look like Warm Springs ·tomorrow? 

THE PRESID~~: Unpack • 

Q You are packed? 

THE PRESIDENT : I said unpack . 

~ Unpack? Not at al l ? 

THE PRESIDE11T: ','That? 

Q Not at all? 

.. ,. 

THE PRESIDu~ : Oh yes . I hope so , later. As soon as I can . 

r.m . OONALDSOllf: All in. 

Tl!E Pro!SIDEloll' : You who are headed for a certain fwnous cottage in ;•farm 
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Springs tomorrow night , I think you might unpack for a few days , because 

I will not be able to get off, p1 rtly because of a lot of t hings happen-

ing, and nWllber two , because m:y nose is not quite settled yet . It ' s a 

bit blocked . 

~ (interposin~) Do you think ---

TKE PRESIDEllfl' : (continuing) But I hope t o go down - - get down as soon as I 

can . 

Q. Do you think you wiU get there for Thanksgiving? 

THE PRESID'EN'l' : I hope so . 

Q Ur . President , in that connection, have you any plans to confer with the 

new Japanese envoy (Saburo Kurusu) when he comes? 

THE PRESIDENl' : No . Not yet . He gets here tomorrow . 

., 
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Q Yes . 

Q. Mr . Presi dent , when you do go dovm t here , do you expect t o go to Fort 

Benning? 

THE PRESID&'ll' : I don' t k now. I haven ' t thought of any plans at all. • 

Q !rir . President , in r egard to Mr . Kurusu' s Vi s i t , do you think the Ame rican 

people realize t he emergency in the Far East? 
•• 

THE 'PRESIDEI\"r : I think so . 

Q You think they do? 

THE PRESIDW'lT: Yes . 

Q rf.r . Pres i dent , have you signed the Act of yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT: ITo . Because the Vlce' Presi<l.ent canno~ sign it i n the absence 

of t he Senat e , and he won ' t be abl e to sign it until Monday , when they 

meet . 

Q. I s ee , 

Q L:r . President , do y ou think anybody -.v er -rat es the seriousness of t he Far 

Eastern situation? 
' • .. \ .. r 

THE PRESIDENT: That ' i s awfully difficult t o know. I t 1 s a difficult question 

to answer . '1/hat do you mean by ' seriously ' ? //hat do you mean by ' ove r -

rate ' ? 

~ There is f,'Oing to be ·:.-ar? 

TEE PRZSIDEl:T : '.:hat? 

Q That t here might be war? 

THE PRESIDZNT: I sincerely trust not . 

Q hlr . Pres i dent , wi ll t!r . Kurusu ' s fir st · call be at the Sta t e Department? 

mE PRESIDEJ>1I' : I don ' t know . Ask -- ask the Protocol. 

Q llr . President , can you g ive us a preview of your meeting this morni ng with 

t he coal aDd steel people? 

• 
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THE PRES I DEN!': :No , no. (laughter) 

Q. In your letter yesterday t o Speaker Raybm·n , in the p1rt of it that dealt 

with the coal situation, you made no ment ion of the possibility of labor 

legislation , Is that still a possibility? 

THE PRESIDENI' : I don't know. 

·Q That ' s an awful short answer to a lone; question . 

THE PRESIDE~~: Yes . (laught er ) 

Q (interposing) Mr , President , do you have ---

THE PRESIDENT: (cont i nuing ) That ' s all .it rates . 

Q. Do you have authority for the Government to take over these captive mi nes? 

I think there has been some dispute vthet Mr or not ---

THE PRESLJEHT: (interposing) That ' s a hypothetical qm stion at the present 

t ine . I t hink it •s probably better not asked or answered . 

~ i.!r , President , do you have any plans you could discuss publicl y about chang-

ing ship routes novt? 

THE PRESIDZ~IT : Oh no . 

let (aside) Ship routes . 

Q. 1.'1!' . President , could -- could you tell us how you think war between Japan 

and the United States could be avoided? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I could -- if I said No on that, s omebody 1{rlight use what 

they call interpretation , and if I said Yes on it , it would be pure 

guess, absolutely pure guess . I don' t know . You don ' t lmow . No inter-

prater knows . 

Q L!r . President , do y ou have any plans for dealing with defense housing? 

THE PRJ!SIDENl': I am wor king on that at the present time - - t alki ng to the 

" 
Congressional people at the present time, and it ' s a terribly complex 

I I 

question , because we have tried now for a nwnber of years to give better 
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living conditions for people in cities and on farms . It isn' t just a 

question of slum clearance, because there aren ' t any, in one sense • 

There aren' t any slUlllB in the agricultural districts , and yet the living 

conditions in agricultural districts , many of t hem , may be relatively 

as bad as city slums . 

And now in -- in emer~ency war housing , there is alv~ys the problem 

as to how much we could -- we should continue the elimination of very 

bad living conditions - - housing conditions. h'vt:lry time that 1•.e try to 

improve t hat, we run up against the question of pennanency , as to whether 

we will build buildings that v!ill l ast for a e;ood lone; time . 

At 'the same time we have certain emer gency 1natters in - - in communi.-

ties that have been , on a percent aee basis , ve ry highly affected by new .. 
plants , and new workers moving in . And that means planni ng . Are we 

going to build for them t he kind of temporary residences t hat v1ill not 

l ast , after the emergency is over, that are done deliberately, with the 

idea that t hey will ~e torn down afterl'.'a rds - - or fall do\•m -- or shall 

we 111ake 1 t more p3rmanent? 

.:ell , that calls for a guess , the best guess one can make , as to 

whethe r that influx of population into a Given conununity is ,;oing to be 

more or less permanent or not . 

'.'/e have had certain -- we have had , for instance , the U.S .H.A. 

(U. S . Housing Administration) , whic h has done pennanent housing , very 

excellent permanent housing . How far shall we go on w1 th that and con-

tinue , always -- always tryi ng to r ecognize defense housing needs? 

At the Sa!l)3 time we have three or four different agencies that are 

doing temporary emergency housi ng. Probably in the~ past " it ' s been not 
"'" .. 
' 

a bad thing .to have these different agencies , because in a sense t hey are 

-. • 
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checking against each other , they are competing against each other, 

both on t he price and on the n~terial -- I mean the type of materials . 

Probably the Army and Navy will pretty well cane to an end of their own 

participation in defense housing , And I think we will be able to get , 

after what might be called on experime.ntal period , a greater unity and 

fewer different agencies in housing construction of the temporary type . 

It seems probable that the more permanent type of defense housing 

could continue to be made by u.s.H.A. 7Tell , that ' s about all. There 

isn ' t very much of a story today, but I think that rte are working to-

ward a greater unification in the temporary housing . 

Q. That is, ultimately , there will be two setups, the U.S .H.A. for }:ermanent 

housing , and consolidating temporary housing? 

Q. (interposing) l1ir . President ---

Q. (interposing) J.:r . President, how \tould this Government look upon any 

attempt t o close the Bunna Road? 

TE:.E PRESIDEi:.I' : There are too many too many other factors involved for .me 

to answer the question. 

(Ur . Hassett hands a paper to the President ) 

TirE PRFSIDEiU' : ,'/ho is .thiS from? Is t hat ready t o have this announced? 

MR . HAS.S.&"l'l' : It just came to me \'li thout any identification, liir . President . 

'l:Lffi PRESI !EllT: \'!ho put the quest ion mar:< on it? 

MR. HASSErl' : I did . 
'Y 

THE PRl!SIDJ::tlT: 0h . (laughter) v/ell , this has just come over from , what do 

you suppose it ' is -- State Department? 

llR . HJI.SS:on'T : I :;uppose it -- 1 t was handed to me . . I don 1 t know where it 

came from. 

,. 

THE PHESIDENT: I don ' t know the source of it , but I know it is approximately 

I 
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correct , as it didn' t have any question mark on it till Bi ll sot hol d 

of it , I see no reason why I shouldn' t read it to you : 

(reading ) : "The Government of the United ::itates has decided t o 

withdraw the American h!arine deta chments now maintained ashore in China , 
/ 

at Peiping, Tientsin , and Shanghai . It is expected that the vnt hdrawal 

will begin shortly , " 

Q Does t hat take all Marines we have in China now , r.:r . President? 

THE PRBSIDENT: Yes , yes • 
.. . 

Q • Can you tell us where t hey will go? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , 

Q Singapore? 

Q Mr . President 

Q ( interposing) I notice t hat say"s ' L!a.rines ashore 1 ? 

THE PRESIDEi'<"T: \/hat? 

Q They will stay there on the water? 

THE PRESIDENT: ·:lha t? ~ines ashore? I don ' t get it • 

Q r.:r . President, does this a ffect our forces on the Yangtze - - on gu.pboats? 

THE PRESIDEill' : I can ' t near you . 

Q I say, does this a ffect our gunboats on t he Yangtze river? 

THE PR~IDFi'lT : !Jo . Those are naval forces . They are not lJarines . 

Q l.ir . President, do you place any credence to the speculati on that has been 

wri tten about the vlithdrawal of these Marines? (laught er ) 

TliE PilESIDEl\11' : I am goi ng t o hove a s i gn -- I am going to place it right 
·, 

behind me : "Don ' t I nt er pret • " 

Q JJr , President , does this wi t hdrawal leave any - - does thi s w1 thdrawal 

l eave any Ameri can interests unprotected? 

THE PRESIDE!~: Oh , I don ' t know . What do you mean? There are several 
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hundred American interests in the shape of missionaries and business 

firms scattered all over Chilla , end these !Jarines have been in one place . 

I suppose in one sense that there are buildings , and some Americans , 

:. 
still left in China , and·· the presence of Marines there has protected 

them in one sense , but that is just one little place . I don' t think 

that i t is a very intelligent thing to write about • • 
Q l.!r . President , one t hing that has been widely published and credited is 

that difficulties about J apanese demands in China in a general way are 

holding up any agreement . I s that correct, air? 

Till: PRESIDE.t-11': No . No . 

Q Mr . President, does the w1 thdrawal of the l.larines in any way affect our 

THE PRESIDE1·1I': (interposing) The question and the answer are not worth 

putting down . It wouldn ' t mean anyt hing . 

Q. Does the withdrawal of Mari nes in any way affect our interests in the 

International Settl ement? 

TH::: PRESI DEiiT: I don 't kno;·1 . You will have 1oo ask the Secretary of ::>tate 

about that , because my impressi on is that we have no treaty rights in 

the International Settlement , in the sense of sett i ng up an .rlmerican 

zone . The British have . The French have . And I t hink the Japs have 
. 

by treaty . I don ' t thi nk we have. 

"t !.i.I· . President, now that Mr . Daniels has returned , could you tell us when 

you will be naming a new ambassador to Mexico , and who it might be? 

THE PRES!~ Nothing on that yet . 

Q. Mr . President, may I ask a question on the Neutrality Law which came up , 

I remember , and that is would you be able to comment on how valuable 

you feel the revision of the Law is toward our efforts to defeat the 

A.xie? 

( 
• 
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THE PREfHDE?-11': Do what? 

Q To c01rmeiJt on how valuable you feel the revision of the Law is , in the 

efforts to defeat . the Axis? 

~ 
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THE Pfu.""SIDENT : '.tlell , I think you can use whet I s ent up in that letter yester-

day. I have got it from the operational point of view . It is very 

valuable . 

Q. Mr . President , do you feel t he t the close vote in the House indicates a 

disunity , rather than a unity? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ho , I do not . 

r.TR . D. CORNELL: Thank you , Mr . President . 

. . 

' 
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'mE PRF.SIDI!!Nl': It 's a shame to be in on a day lilce this. If I didn't ban 

you fellows today I would have probably gone out and talcen a drive. 

MR. GO:miN: Good driving. 

THE PRESIDEtll': It • s all your fault . 

Q We would rather be out riding too. 

Q Let ' s go down to Warm Springs . You can ride down there. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. It's out in the woods . 

Q. Still hope t o get away? 

THE PRESIDENT: Mmm -- at the end of the week, but I don' t know. I have no 

idea. 

MR . DONALDSON: All in • 

THE PRESIDENI': I asked steve (Mr. Early) 1t he had anything for me , and he 

said he had nothing for me that I would be willing to talk about, so --

I think he' a all right . (Mr. l!):lrly laughs) 

Q Could you tell us, sir, what you might be planning in the case of the 

"~aptive" coal mines? 

THE PRESIDENT: There isn't any news on that this afternoon. 

Q Mr. President, could you tell ~· anything about that conversation at the 

Executive Mansion yesterday with the t"WO Japanese envoys? 

.TfiE: P~IDENr: No . There isn't any news on that either. 

Q Mr . President, can you tell us about your discussion this Noon with the 

Railroad? 

THE-~Im:NT: There isn't any news on that e1 thar. Three atr11ces 1a out. 

Q Mr. Pres i dent, they are coming back tcmorrow afternoon, are they not, air? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes , yes . 

Q. Mr . Presi dent , i s t hat remark about three strikes w1 t h reference t o the 

coal stri.ke? 
-· 

THE PRE3IDENT: Thi rd? 

Q. Yes, sir . This is ~he thir d coal str ike in t he last two months . 
J 

THE PRESIDENl': I hadn' t counted them . 

Q. M.r . President, do you consider l egislation necessary to handle the labor 

situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: I said I didn' t have any news on that today • •. 
Q Mr . President, in your opinion is any strike legislation directly pro-

hibiting strikes Unconsti tutional within the terms - - -

THE PRESIDENT: {interposing) There isn' t any nev1s on it at all , I am sorry . 

(laughter) 

Q Mr . President , here is a little one . Do you expect to sign the Defense 

Highway bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven ' t read it . \laughter) 

Q Mr. President ---

THE PRESIDENT: I will tell you, on the Defen~e Highway bill , it is a real 

a real problem, and that is this : We do need money tor defense high-

ways , but we are faced with what I think is very nearly an Unconstitu-

tional procedure that the Government , the Congress and myself have been 

jointly guilty of for a ~eat many years -- and former Congresses a nd 

former Presi dents - - and that is Congresses which obli~te themselves 

t o pass appropri ations in a future Sessi on , t hereupon dir ecting t he 
, 

President -- ~eau of Roads to tell the Governors of t he several States , 

after allocat ion of this - - of these prospective appropriations, t o go 

ahead and make· contracts . 

' . 
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I don't think that one Congress oan bind a tuturs Congress. 1'he 

net result 1e that enry rear I am caapelled by mandatory legialaticm 

to put into m::r budget large SUDI8 ot money to be &:ppropriated by Congress 

later on; by a moral obligation created by previous mandatory legislation. 

And so, in the present oase, I got yesterday an estimate tor high­

way building tor the fiscal year 1943. In other words, legislation to 

be passed some t 1me next year before the first of July. And I don't want 

to do it, but there is this situation. 1'he present Congress baa gone 

ahead and told me that we had to do it, and the Highway Director had to 

tell the Governors of the States that this money was coming, and therefore 

he could make contracts for it. Well, I think it is a mistake tor us to 

be paying out 'two very large sums simultaneously, in a state of national 

emergency like the present . First a very large sum running, I don't 

know -- what? -- a hundred and fifty million -- something like that 

or two hundred million dollars -- I have forgotten the exact figure 

to carry out promises made by a previous Congress , and at the same time 

to be asking for large sums of money, for defense highways. 

We do need the defense highways, unquestionably . We ought to have 

that money, but it is on top ot all this money which -- which is handed 

out to several ~tates by the a l location method for their ordinary state 

highway needs. So that is the situation that I am in. I have mentioned 

it, I think, almost every -year in the past, and it still is there . 

We have -- as I say, we do need the money tor defense highways , 

but we ought not to be appropriating money tor additional normal State 

highways that have precious little to do with national defense . So 

there are the "horns" ot the dilemma tbat I am 1n. 

Q Mr. President, tbere are reports in Washington that Gon1"!11118nt employees 
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are to be placed on a 44-hour week, by Sxeouth'e Order. Is there any-

:thiDg to those r~porta, or aeythiDg ---

'l'BE PRESIDKNT: ( interposiDg) Nothing has cCIIle to 1llY desk. 

Q. Kr. President, is there anything further on the OIJDMALD? 

THE PRESIDENI': What? 

Q. Is there anything further on the ODENWALD? 

THE PRESIDENt': No. I don't think so. Nothing turther. This is off the 

record. I will see it Steve (Mr. Early) can't prepare tor you . som.ething 
. 

that came in -- a report from a chief petty officer who was on the board-

ing ~Y· It is such a joy that we ought to -- it ought to be made 

public . But I ·don't know whether the Secretary ot :the Navy or the Chief 

of Operations will give it to you or not. You might ask. It ' s really 

a joy. 

Q. Mr . President, has the decision of the Supreme Court been brought to yoor 

attention, which holds that State and local governments can impose 

sales taxes on national defense projects? 

THE PRESIDENt': I got a report on it, and the Attorney General has said that 

that w_as substantially the Treasury Department's stand . And I referred 

it to the Secretary ot the Treasury, to look into the details of the 

opinion frCIIl the legal point of view. 

Q. What is your own position on it? 

THE PRESIDENT : I couldn't tell you, because I haven' t read the decision. 

I only had a short synopsis of it . - .. 

Q They estimate the cost one hundred million a year. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have no idea . 

Q. The implication is that it could be corrected by legislation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. And the Attorney General sll!d that the implication in 
~ 

-• 

J 
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the opinion i teelt was a matter tbat should be handled by legislation. 

Q In the same geneJ;'fll. area ot discuasion, Kr. President, there is quih a 

lot ot talk among Kember& in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 

about a supposed secret treaty tbat was drlltted b7 the United States 

and Great Britain, regarding the exemption ot British and American 

priTate tues t or defense purposes in the two countries . Are you 

familiar with that? 

THE .PRESIDENT: I don •t think there is any secret treat7 being negotiated. 

You would have to ask the State Department. I don ' t know. They have 

been working on, you might call it a temporary trade agreement • 

Q I s t hat what it is? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q An agreement? 

Q ( i nterposing) On thi s Supreme Court 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What? 

.. 

Q On the Supreme Court tax decision that had a direct bearing on those 

' cost-plus contracts, now a fixed price contract, there are sti ll a lot 

of them out. Do you have any provision for reimbursement, or t he Federal 

Government paying those taxes? Have you considered possibly aey re-

visi on of those contracts? 

THE PRESIDENT: I will have to take 7our word for it . I don 't know . 

Q Mr . President, have you had an opportunity to consi der a successor t o 

Mr . Daniels (Josephus Daniels, recent Ambassador to Mexico)? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no. 

Q (interposing) Mr. President 

TBE PRESIDENT: (continuing ) Not officially'. 
' 

Q Mr. President, do you expect to see the Japanese again soon -- Mr. NoJIIUl'll 
. ' 
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aD4 )4r • lruruiN? 

THI PRESIDENT: I auppoae so. 

~ No defi nite engl!lgement yet? 

'1'HB PRBSI:Imlr: No. 

~ Mr. President, this 1a not a question about the "captin" coal str1ke, 

but aside from the matter ot ccmpulsion, bas tbe GonrDIIIBnt taken an;y 

stand in opposition to the union shop? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. None at all. I think you might -- on the coal strike --

it you want something to write about -- make this point perfectly clear, 
. . 

and that is that the Appalachian agreement with all the commercial mines 

stands just as it has ever since it went into operation; and that no 

question involved in the "captive" mine strike would affect the pay , 

or the hours , or the collective bargaining recognition of the United 

Mine Workers in any of the Appalachian agreement mines . 

Q (interposing) Mr . President --­

THE PRESIDENl': (adding) You see? 

Q That takes account ot the point that Lewis made? 

THE PRESIDENT: It would . 

Q You mean point number A in his letter to you yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT: Point . number A, yes . The Appalachian agreement stands just 

the way i t has been right along, with full recognition of the union, 

and tull recognition of the conditions of work, hours and pay. 

Q Then it would not be modified if it were a contract signed without the 

uni on shop? 

THE PRESI DENT: It would not be modified in any •Y, abape, manner or form. 

~ May we -- are we justified· in drawing the conclusion from your statement 

that you don't think point A was valid? 

• , 

' 
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THE PRBSIDEGT: I don't thlu' point A was valid, beoauae I am quite aure that 

no llline in aJ11 ot the Appalachian agreement lllines would obange in &D;J 

1187 the conditione that were agreed to in the Appalachian agre.-nt. 

~ May we quote you directly on that? 

THE PRESI.ll!Nl': Oh, I think so. I thiDk so. 

Q You said Yes? 

~ Coul.d we have hilll (the reporter) read that? 

MR. ROMAGNA: Startiiigtran "make this point pertectly clear"? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Take i t slow. Those fellows don't know shorthand. 

MR. RCI!AGNA: (reading) "Make this point perfectly clear, and that is that 

the Appalachian agreemant w1 th all the commercial mines 

THE PRFSIDENI': (interposing) In all .the co.11111ercial mines. 

MR. ROMAGNA: (continuing) " ••••• in all the commercial mines 

as it has ever since it went into operation; and that no question in-

: _,. volTed in the 'captive• .mine strike would affect the pay, or the hours, 

or the collectiYe bargaining recognition of the United Mine Workers 

in aJ11 of the Appalach.ian agreement mines." 

' Q Well, then, the particular thing -- you don't think the point A was 

valid? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. You can have that too. 

Q May we quote you as saying it's a "red her:t:ing"? 

THE l?RI!'2IDENT: All right. Paragraph -- therefore -- (laughter) -- I do not 

think that point A in Mr. Lewis' letter 1189 a valid point. 

MR. CORNEIL: Thank you --? 

MR. GOm!N: Thank you, lir. President. (laughter) 

,, 
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