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Q The A.P. man got stopped outside. 

THE PRBSIDENI': What? 

Q The A.P. man got stopped outside. 

THE PRESIDENl': He got stuck? 

Q stopped. 

Q Sus picious this morning, eh? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . Well, he ' s on Edgar Hoover ' s list. It 1 s all right . 

Q I didn't thi nk it was out yet. 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q I didn ' t thi nk it was well known. 

THE PRESIDENr: No . It isn't well known yet. 

Q They just di dn' t know him with the haircut. 

THE PRESIDENT: They don't watch them. But in Warm Springs , Oh my. 

Q What are the prospect s? 

THE PRESIDENI': What? 

Q What are the pr ospects for Warm Springs? 

THE PRESIDENT: Just hoping -- hoping. We have got the Marines down there. 

Q Not planning t o leave in a day or so? 

THE PRESIDENr: What ? 

Q No departure this week? 

THE PRESIDENI.': No. 

MR. OONALDSON: All in. 

TBE PRESIDENT: I sent a letter, a few minutes ago , t o Senator McKellar 

(Kenneth McKellar of Tenness ee) and Congressman Cartwright (Wilburn 
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cartwright ot Oklahoma) on the signing ot Sellllte 1840, which was con-

at ruction ot highways needed tor the national detenae, calling at ten-

tion t o the tact that while a portion -- quite e. large portion ot the 

money is tor roe.da that are urgently needed tor the national detenee, 

there is another -- there are other very large s ums, which a r e t or high-

way construction, which are not urgent~ needed t or highway defense . 

In other words, e. -- a place where we could have made an -- an emer-

gency -- an emergency saving ot e. great many million dollars , but have 

not made it. And the only reason I signed the bill was t o get the 

highways that are urgently needed tor national defense . 

Q Mr . President, is it possible that S.P.A.B. may by allocation orders 

postpone the building of' the non-defense highways? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , because part of it -- in fact nearly all of that under 

the bill i s obligatory -- mandatory . It has to be allocated under the 

exi sting quote. system. 

MR. P . BRANDI' : Mr. President , even if' it can be allocated, they still can't 

get material! That is where S . P .A. B. would come in? 

THE PRESIDENT: Pete , t hat i s quite a suggestion. (laughter) I hadn't 

thought of it • I will think of it . (he laughs) 

Q Mr. President, have you decided what, if anything ---

'lll.E PRESIDENI': (interposing) Steve , (Mr . Early) will you make e. note of' 

that? 

MR. EARLY: Made, sir. (la'Ughter ) 

Q Have you decided what, it anything, you will_do ,about labor legislation? 

THE PRBSIDlml': What? -... 

Q Have you decided what, it anything , you will do about labor legislation? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . There isn't any news on it this 110rning at e.l.l. 
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• Q. Mr. President, ban you had any reports to indicate wbat part American 

....... e quipnent is taking in tba offensive in L1 bya? 

THE PRI!:SIIIml': No. 

Q. Mr. President, ia any consideration being g inn to breaking diplomatic 

relati ons with Vichy? 

THE PRESIDENT: With who? 

Q. Vichy? 

THE PRFSIDENT: Haven't heard of it . 

Q. Mr. President , have you any reason t o feel optimistic about t he J"apa.nese 

talks? 
. . .,..~ 

THE PRESIDENT: About what? 

Q The J"ape.nese talks? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh well , that's one at those "Are you beat i ng your wife?" 

• questions • 

Q. Is there anythin g you could tell us about them? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . No , no • 

'-
Q. Mr. President, any new developnent s in the coal strike? 

THE PRESIDENT: The what? 

Q. Any new developments in tbe coal strike? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I don 't think t here will be anything until tomorrow. 

Q Mr. President, are you supporting extensions to the question or how t o get 

power to Massena , that new aluminum plant? 

THE PRESIDlml': I think t hat's - frankly, I don't know. I don't know enough 

about it. I don't know what the suggestion is on that. 

Q. Do you have any preference, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have got ---

Q ( interposing) As to whether it should be built with public or printe 
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twlda? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, at course tbe whole -- the whole tight in New York tor 

these many, maey yea.rs -- tran 1929 -- haa been OTer the question ot 

trancn1as1on lines, and the policy ot tbe State was always tbat they 

aho~d be controlled by the State i tself, aDd not by priTate capital • 

...., ;. Q Mr. President, when y~ apeak ot possible developments tomorrow in the 

coal strike, do y~ mean on your initiative? 

..... 
THE PRESIDENT: No. I expect to hear trom Mr. Lewis. (Mr. John L. Lewis, 

C.I.o.) (adding) Or his policy committee. 
. 

Q Mr. P;r:esident, any developments on the Price Control bill? 

THE PRESID.lml': I won't hear unt 11 Monday on that. I don't know what 

happened • 

.MR. D. CORNELL: Thank you, Mr. President. 

• THE PRESIDENT: (laughing) Short but sweet • 

• • • 
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Q. Ally \farm Springs? 

THE PRESIDENT: lfbat? 

Q. Any Warm Springs prospects? 

THE PRESIDENI': I think you may. 

Q. This week, Mr. President? 
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-. . 

THE PRESIDENl': It looks a little tbat way . I ~not dead sure yet. You 

can get your suitcase out. 

Q. Just get i t out ? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. Just get it out? 

THE PRESIDENI': Get it out and dust _it ott . 

Q We have bad it ball-packed for t en days, Mr . Pres i dent . 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I ever gave t he ' unpack' signal this time , 

did I ? 

Q. Not quite. 

Q We have been offered conciliation for ten days . 

THE PRESIDENT: Wbat? 

Q. We have been offered conciliation tor ten days . 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENI': I have got many things for you today. 

'' The first t h ing I am going t o speak about is the one I reel most 

deeply" about . 

I am nry sorry to get word fran the State Department a little while 

ago that the Pres ident or Chile has died. It brings up a disagreeable 
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tact that the Ullited States has been forced t o' apologize to tbe gonrn-
..:- . 

ment of Chile for an article written in Time magazine 1- a diagustinc 

lie which appeared in tbat paper. It was of course immediately cabled 

to Chile. It had arrive~ at the time that the president had lett 
• 
~ . 

office in a very i ! l ~qndition, and we are informed -- we are informed 

by our Ambassador that thi& article was a notable contribution to Nazi 

propaganda against the Ullited states . It is being widely used by the 

Nazi, Fascist and Falangiat press , playing it up big . The American 

Ambassador to Chil~ ~sharea wholeheartedly in ~he general indignation 

and disgust, and goes on to say to the Secretary of State: (reading) 

"This is another illustrat ion of how some American papers and writers , 

by such methods, are stocking the arsenals at propaganda ot the Nazi a 

to be used against us ." 

The President is now dead. The episode will not be easil y t or-

gotten in Chile , and I wish to take this opportunity as President t o 

express the deep regret of the Administration, and the American people, 

to the people of Chile , and especially to the fam.ily of the late president. 

Q (interposing ) Can we have him (the reporter) read ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) It you want a copy of that quote verbatim, you 

can have it . 

It is the firs t time that I have had t o go to that length in the 

last eight and a half years; but it was due. 

MR . ·EARLY: (to the President) I think you ought to tell t ham where the 

article appeared , and what page. 

THE PRl!'SIDENT: I don't like to spread the article around. It you want to 

use it, tbat ' a up t o you, but Steve 81188e sts that i t 1s in the Noveaber 

17th issue of Time . 
• .. 
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Q. Mr. President , have the Time editors made aey statement about it? .... 
'I'RE PRESIDENT: I don' t know. Not that I know of. 

\ 

Number two . The railroad matter baa been referred back to the lber-
.. . 

gency Board, and I' have sent two things out . first is a reconven1J:I8 

of the Board. I haven •t physically signed the letters yet -- they are 

not ready -- but ·the Board ~s been telephoned to 

on Thursday if they can, and Friday at t-he· latest 

to please get here 

Friday morning. 

And I have sent the following letter -- steve will have- copies tor you 

when you go out -- to the Railroads and the Brotherhoods -- their 

representatives - - Mr. Pelley and Mr. Harrison, and Mr . Al Johnston. . . 
(reading): "As a result of many days ot conference in relation 

to the railroad problem, I am , on my own motion, reconvening the Emer-

gency Board . 

"I am hereby requesting the parties to appear before t his Board . 

"I am asking the Board to commence its hearings on Friday, November 

28 , and I hope that you will be ready to appear before i t at that time • .. 
"! suggest that each party be allowed one day to state their case, 

as this will greatly expedite the proceedings, and because of the fact 

that t he Board i tselt has previously received information fran each aide • . ' 
"I am asking that the report of the Board be handed down on Mon-

day, December 1st . " 

Well, that's all there is at that end of it. 

And I hope we will. be able to go to Warm Springs on Friday after-

noon , to stay a few days. And I have asked the president-of the ·rounda-

tion to see it he can postpone the dinner once more, and star:t the cue-

tom of a third Thanksgiving, on Saturday night . (laughter) 

The only other thing I have got is -- lfr • .a.tllitt I am sendill8, 

., 
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early next week, as my Special Representative in the Near Bast area. 

Well, that' a about all . 

Q. What 111.11 be his special assignment? 

THE PRESIDENT: He will 'be Special Repre.sentati ve to the President, t o get 

information, look around, filld out what the needs are , and come back 

and tell me . 
. .. 

Q Where will he be placed, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENr : In a plane • ( laughter) 

Q. Mr . President, returning to the railroad situation, are there some special 

facts which developed since the Board decision that you think may war-

rant an upward revision? 

THE PRESIDENl': I wouldn't put it that way. I would put it this way: That 
. 

there have been same special facts which in my judgment have materialized 

since the report of the Board . 

Q (interposing) Mr . President --­

THE PRESIDENl': (continuing) Period. 

Q. On l4r. Bulli tt . Does the Near East take in what is usually recognized 

by the State Department? 

THE PRESIDENT: I:. would say, roughly - geographically -- this Libyan are~ 

a nd the Nile area, and the Red Sea area. I don't know. Maybe the 

.. Persian Gulf area. -. ... 
Q. (interposing) The reason I asked ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Maybe Palestine. 

Q That i ncludes French North Africa? 
~ 

I wonder if that came in? 

THE PRESIDENI': That's practically impossible. You can't get across from 

one to the other , unless you want to get shot down. 

Q. Do you · inciude Turkey? .. '•• 
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THI PRI!:SIDDl': What? 

Q Turke,? :. • 

THI PRESIDENT: I don't think ao . 

Q Mr. President, can you tell us what you talked about tod~ with Gonmor 

Tugwell of Puerto Rico? 

THE P.RESIDENr: I just asked a lot of questions , that's all, and got a lot 

of answers. I am going t o ask some more questions and get some more 

Q. Did the question come up on importing lAtin American foods to solve the 

price s ituation down there? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. That was cme of the things we never d1 scussed. 

Q. Mr. President, have you bad a report on the Machinists' strike out in 

St . Louis? 
I· 

THE PRESIDENI': No . I heard last night , though, something that I didn't 

know about St . Lou.is. I think it might interest everybody. There was 

quite a serious strike going on in the Anheuser- Busch plant. (laughter) 

It was rather interesting that it affects such an essential part of 

the muni tiona supply , and secondly , the strike has been in progress 

tor twenty-six years . Am I right? Twenty-six yeara. Rather interest-

ing. That ' s why we are going to have labor legislation. 

Q. Mr. President , w,ould you like t o discuss the labor situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. Would you like to di sousa the labor ai tuation? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I don't think so. We have talked about every phase of 

1't last night. They have gone back to hold hearings. 

MR. D. CORNELL: Thank you, Mr. Preeident. (laughter) 

.. 
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Statement by the 
,.. r· . ' 

President td the Press Conference 
today: 

I • The first thing I am going to speak about is 

the one I feel most deeply about . 

~ I am very sorry to get word from the State 

Department that the President of Chile has di ed. That 

brings up a disagreeable fact -- that the Government of 

the United Stat~s has been forced to apologize to the 

Government of Chile for an article written in Time magazine 

a disgusting lie which appeared in that magazine . 

It was of course imicediately cabled to C)rile . It 

arrived at the time that the President had left office in a 

very ill condition, and W8 arc informed by our Ambassador 
( 

that this article was a notable contribution to Nazi propaganda 

against the United States . 

It is being widely used by the Nazi, Fascist and 

Fillangist press . The United S~tes Ambassador to Chile shares r 

wholeheartedly in the general indignation and disgust. He 
.. 

r eports to ~he Secr~tury of State that this is another illustra-
. . 

t ion of how some American pap<;rs and writ'~rs by such methods 

arc stocking the arsenals of propa~anda of the Nazis to be 

used against us. 

The Presid~nt of Chilo .is noN dead . I am deeply 

sorry . 

The epi sode of thp article vtill not be easily for-
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the one I feel most deeply about. 

J 

. ... -
I am very sorry. to get word from the State 

Department that the President of Chile has died. That 

brings up a disagreeable fact -- that the Government of 

the United States has been forced to apologize to the 

Government of Chile for an article written in Time magazine 

a disgusting lie which appeared in that magazine . 

It was of course im!l;ediately cabled to Cnile . It 

arrived at the time that the President had left office in a 

very ill condition, and we arc informed by our Ambassador 

that this article was a notable contribution to Nazi propaganda 

against the United States . ' 

It is beine widely used by the Nazi, Fascist and 

Fnlangist press . The United States Ambassador to Chile shares 

wholeheartedly in the general indignation and disgust . ·He 

r eports to the Secr~tary of State that this is another illustra-

tion of how sor.te American papers and writers by such methods 

arc stocking the arsanals of propaganda of the Nazis to be 

used against us . 

The President of Chilc.is now dead . I am deeply 

sorry. 

The episode of the article will not be easily for-

got t en in Chile . 

I wish to take this opportunity, as President of the 

United Sto.tes , to express the d~regret of the Administration 

and the American peopl e to tht people of Chile; especial ly t o 

the family of the ~ate Presi dent. 

-· \ 
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MR. GOOON: Who is that guy? (looking in the direction of l4r. Eugene Casey) 

THE PRESIDENT : Why, hello l ittle stranger. 

MR. GOm!N: 'l'ha.l1lc you t or the "11 ttle". (laughter ) 

THE PRES~'!': Are you packed? 

Q All ready. 

Q · l4r. President, it looks like you are going i nto competiti on with the 

apple people. 
\ 

THE PRESIDENl': That' s right . An apple a day . 

Q. lhen do you think we·· will be back? 

THE PRESIDENT: ~t?' 

Q. When do you think we will be back? 

(answer not hear~) 
I ~ 

MR. IX>NALilSON: All in . ,-

,• 

TaE PRESIDENT: Why -- still hope t o get off this afternoon at three o ' clock. 

I was asked in the front row when I would come back. I can't answer 

the question ~cause I don ' t know. I hope to stay until Tuesday , but 
~ . 

I am not sure t hat I can. 

It somebody will ask me what the reason is , t he reason is the Japanese 

situation. 

I ·have here a ~le~se , which you will get when you go out , in re-
_.... , "' 

gard t o merchant vessels . This is after consul tat ion between State, 

War, Navy and Maritime Camnissfon. 

(reading) : "American merchant ves sels sailing on routes between 

the United States ports and ports of Spain, Port~l, and t heir adjacent 

I 
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island possessions will not be armed at this time . 

".American merchant Teasels sailing in the inter-American trade 

between ports ot the United States and ports ot Central and South .America 

will not be armed, at this stage. 

".American merchant Teasels sailing on routes i n the Pacific ocean 

will not be armed under existi ng circumstances . 

"Public announcement will be made of any change in policy affecting 

any of these routes ." 

And that is all. 

Q Mr . President , could you say how long you think the "existing circum-

stances" may prevail? 

THE PRESIDENI': I think I would ask that question in Tokio and not in Washing-

ton. 

Q Is there anything you can tell us sir, about t hese Japanese si tuations --

I mean negotiat ions? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it ' s better not . 

MR. GODWIN: If you have read newspapers carefully, I think you would come 
' to the conclusion ~hat we have been getting news based on Tokio , to a 

large extent, in that respect. I just s imply throw that out . 

THE PRESI DENT: I think that probably i s true, Earl, and it has been based 

on an Ameri can policy of. intinite patience . 

Q Well , Mr. Pres i dent , could you say, sir, whether these negotiations haTe 

broken down temporarily? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . They have not. 

Q Mr . President, did the Japanese yesterday bring any response to the 

memorandum -- the document presented by Mr . Hull? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no . 
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tell when the ne:r::t meet i ng will be held with the 
'I 

. 

·mE PRESIII!NT: I don't know. 

Q. Can you tell us, sir, i t there were any new developments in your talks 

with the Japanese ditterent trom those that they .ban had trom Mr. Hull? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I would say just exactly the S8Jie. 

I think I could tell you, for background -- but only for background 

-- that the situation seems serious, because our one desire has ~een 

peace in the Pacific, and the taking of no ~~epu to alter the prospects 

ot peace, which at course has meant non- aggression, Really boils down 

to that . 

And also - -as background -- I was, last spring , talking along 

' the line of general peace for the Pacific, based on a settlement of the 

war between China and Japan -- the restoration of peace there, plus a 

permanent arrangement for non-aggression in the Pacific, and the restore-

tion of normal economic relations, access to raw materials . 

And as you know, the Secretary of State-, with even more patience 

than I have -- which is · saying .a w! ole lot - - had been holding conver-
" . ·' 

: j • 

sations from, I think it was April •. And 1n the middle of them came the 

Japanese expedition to Indo-Chi na, which is very far afield, and caused 

us very great concern, because it seemed to be a reasonable -- to show 

a reasonable parallel w1 th the H1 tler methods in Europe . As for example, 

the infiltration, over a period of severa.l months , of the German amies 

into Roumania and Hungary, placing themselves in the position where 
' . 

strategically they Were· all set to attack Yugoslavia and Greece. · 
I .., " ' • • "• 

And of couree the -- the drawing ot the parallel made peacefully-
. .. - j. ... 

incline<?. people over here to wonde~·~h~r this occupation, ~th a 
... 



• 
-.. ¥/87 -- 4 326 

limited number or troops in Indo-China, was the beginning of a s i.JI1lar 

action i n the Far East, placing obvioua ~rican interest. i n great 

jeopardy 1t the drawing at such a pa.ral.lel was juatified. 

The American tlag, at course, does fiy frCIII the Philippines. And 

even before the Japanese went into Indo-Chi.na, one might almost say 

that the Philippines were located in a horseshoe , 111 th Japanese military 

control over the coasts of China, all the way down to the southern 

- ' 
border of China , and Japanese mili tary control on the opposite side 

the east - - over the mandated islands, so called . .. . (to. 

•• --t ,.. .... t ... ., 
You look at a map closely , that is a sort of a horseshoe , open at 

,, 

the southern end , and the Philippi nes in the middle of it . I think a 

study of the map would be advisable for all of us, pecause the Hitler 

method has always been aimed at a little move he re and a little move 

t here , by which complete encirclement, or t he obtaining of essential 

military points, was merely -- that was a prelude to the extension of 

aggression to other places . It ' s a perfectly obvious historical fact 

today . And we are of course thinki ng not only about the American flag 

in the Philippines, not only about certain vi tal defense needs which 

cane from that open end of the horseshoe , but we are thinking about the 

something even more important, and that is the possible extension 

of control by aggression into the whole of the Pacific area . And we 

are thinking about what it would mean to this country if that policy 

were to be used against us in the whole Pacific area . I don' t think 

that anything more can be said at this time . We are -- we are waiting. 

iliR . EARLY: Mr. President, it has been a long time since you defined "back-
' ' •.!t 

grO¥ha" •. For the benefit of the newcomers , will you do it aga in? 

....... 

THE PRESIDENI': Well , Steve suggests I define "background". "Background", aa I 

• ... 
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remember it, ia that it h not to be attributed to me in &!11' way, or to 

the Wb.ite House in any way. :&.t it is just so it 111.11 help you to write 

your stories. 

Q (interposing) Kr. PresideJit ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And I don 't think I would attribute it to "high 

sources in the Administration", but you call it "best intom.ation ob­

tainable in Washington" or sanething like that. (laughter) 

Q (aside) I don't know any better. 

Q Mr. President ---

'!'HE PRESIDENT: (interposj.ng) It's the Government. In other words, it's the 

Government of the United States. It isn't -- it isn't the President, and 

it isn't the Administration. It's your Government. That's the point -or it. 

Q On that basis, Mr . President, is -- is it, since you are not to be quoted, 

is there real danger of extension ot this into the adjoining country --

Indo-China -- now? 

THE PRESIDENr: I think, v.t1 th that background, you bad better write your own 

stories . 

!JR. P . BRJUIDr: Mr . Presidellt, would this mean that we are working tor tba 

status quo? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Rave been ever since -- tor a long time . 

Q. Mr. President ---

THE PRESIDENl': (interposing) Wait a minute. I wouldn't say working tor the 

status quo , Pete, because we ---

!JR. P. BRANDI' : (interposi ng) Temporary status quo? 

THE PRESIDENT: You have got t o leave China out of tbe status quo . We are cer-

tainly not working for the status quo in China • 
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Q (interjecting) That 1 s right • 

THE PRESIIBNl': (continuing) Or Indo-China, tor that I!Mltter. 

Q Asainst turtber aggression? 

THE PRESIDENI': Asainst furth at" aggression . We are working to remove the 

present aggression. 

Q Are you back on the record , sir? 

THE PRESIDENI': No. That is still bac~ound. 

MR. GODWIN: That Chinese situation is absolutely solid and set, is it not? 

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely. 

MR. GOiliiN: No chance of compromise? 

THE PRESIDENI': No • 

MR. GODWIN: And tb.a.t is still of the record, I suppose? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. That is off the record e.J.together. 

MR. GODWIN: Not off the record -- background. 

· THE PRESIDENT: Background . Yes . 
'""-. 

MR. J'. WRIGHT: Mr. President, if you are thro)lgh with that phase of the Con-. .. 
terence, there was another thing that I wanted to ta.ke up. Early in 

. 
your Administration, you did a very effective job commenting on National 

Conm.itteemen practicing law in Washington . I wonder whether, in the 

light of present developnents, you have anything to say about former 

public officials representing defense contractors here now? 

THE PRESIDENT: J'im, go and ask the Attorney General.. There is some kind of 

a - - I don't know whether it is -- whether it has been i ntroduced or 

not, but the Attorney General and I were heartily in favor of some kind 

ot legislation that would meet that exact question of yours . Now what 

the status is , I don' t know, whether it was introduced or it ia being 

prepared. 

' 
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MR . J . WRIGHT: (interposing) Well • Mr. President ---

THE PRESID!NT: (continuing) There are sevel'81 Members ot the Congress 

that are also very much interested. 

MR . J. WRIGBT: Well, there are senral approaches to that. One or them 1s 

tor Congressional investigation or these activities . The second is to 

bar any public official tram such activities tor two years after he 

leaves . 

THE PRESIDENl': You know that used to be the rule. 

Q. No . Only in the Treasury, I think, Mr. President . 

THE P.RESIDENl': No . In others too -- in the NaTY Department .:..- and I was 
' 

there -- almost before we were born - - years ago . You couldn' t pract i ce 

law either tor -- against the Government, or lobby , or anything like 

it tor two years, and that was the general rule . Now , when it was re­

pealed, I don' t know. That is very historical . 

MR. J . WRIGHT: Do you think it would be a good thing to have something like 

that? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. 

r.m . GOD/liN: Well , Senator Hatch, I believe, has a bill ot that sort, in the 

last few days. 

THE PRESIDENT: That is why I say you had better ask: Francis Biddle, because 

I don't know what the .---

1m. GODWIN: (interjecting) Yes . 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- details of it are. 

MR. J. WRIGHT: We did ask him at the last press conference he had• about 

his attitude on it, but he seemed to be passing -- he did not say any 

more than that it was up to Congress . 

THE PRESIDE.l'll': I think it has gone beyond that. I think -- we are heartily 

I 

-
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i n favor ot it . You can put that down. A good idea . 

Q Mr. President, the Island of Puerto Rico ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) By t he way, this is ott the record entir ely. 

Don' t you think that should apply to the pr ess too? 

MR. J • • WRIGHT: Lobbying? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes . {laughter) 

MR. J . wmGHT: Yes . By all means . 

THE ffiESIDENT: Resi gning from the active newspaper field , going into the 

lobbying field -- why shouldn' t that apply to the press in Washi.ngt~D:,? 

Q. Would that apply to Government jobs? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ylliat? 

Q. Would that apply to retaining Government jobs too? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . But it would apply it you did take a Government job . 

(laughter) Then you would get stuck . 

Q. Mr. President, the Island of Puerto Rico is very much excited over a 

Caribbean plan, which they have understood would involve their economy 

and tie it to that of other islands in the Caribbean . I understand 

that Governor Tugwell had that under consideration i n talking to you 

about it . 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it ' s -- the way you state it there' s nothing in it at 

all . In other words , t here is going to be a s tudy ot various forms , in 

which Puerto Ricans will take part, on the economicsof the whole area , 

and all the islands there may be fran the adjacent mainland . And I 

personally think it 's sort ot s i lly to worry about a study which hasn' t 

yet begun, especially i n view of the tact that Puerto Rico will be 1n 

on the study • 

~ . ' 
"" • • ~ Q. Mr. President·, in that connect ion, is there anything planned ---
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THE PRESIDENT: (interposiJ18) No plan. There is no plan about that • 

~ In that connection, is there any plan ot appointing a joint Anglo-Ameri can 

board tor ---

THE PRESIDEN!': That might be one ot seTeral steps. In other words, the 

whole s i tuation . 

Q Mr. President, haTe you any assurances tram the independent steel com-

panies that they will abide by arbitration in this ---

THE PRESIDENl': (interposing) Only what I han read i n the papers . I 

haven't heard anything for the last three or tour days . 

MR. GOJJiriN: Thank you, Mr . President.' 

MR. D. CORNELL: Thank you, Mr. President • 

.... ----

.. -,... .. 
' 
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Preas Confe!Wlce 1788, 
lb:ecutin Oftloe ot tbe President, 
Decellber 2, 1941 -- 4.00 P .ll. 

TBB PRESIDENT: I thought I would get you all crossed up thia 110rning, and 

han you in here on time. 

Q We were quite surprised. 

THE PRESIDENT: Was atraid somebody 110uld drop 'daid • • 

MR. GODWIN: Good morning, Boss. 

Q This will teach you to be on time once. 

MR. GODWIN: We're here. 

THE PRESIDENT: Good. Good. 

MR. IX>NALOOON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENI': I have here a seven-pe.ge letter tram the Emergency Railway - ,.,.. .. '\ 
Board, in regard to the settlement ot the Railway demands. ~d Sten 

(llr. Early) has had it mimeographed, and you will get it outside . I 

.• 

don't think you want me to read it all now. I will just read the tirat • 
two paragraphs. 

(Reading): "Your l!:mergency Board is honored and pleased 
to report to you that its proposals tor a mediation settlement 
ot the threatened railway strike have been accepted or acquiesced 
1n by the representatives and spokesmen tor the contending 
parties. 

"It will be necessary tor the representatives ot some ot 
the labor organizations to submit the proposed settlement t o 
meetings ot their general chaim.en tor tinal approval. These 
meetings will be held in Chicago on December 4. Howenr, your 
Jmergency Board has been assured that the repreaeutatins ot 
these organizations who f&l'ticipe.ted in the mediation negotia­
tions will recommeDd the approval at the proposals contained 
in the mediation agreement. We are oontident that the apecitic 
proposals tor aettlcent at the railway dispute which n aub­
lllitted t o the parties will be tol'llally approved without ohaD8e 
by all ot the parties. The railroad otticiala have already 
accepted the m.diation proposals." 

The rest ot the letter relates to the proviaiona at the mediation 
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settlement, and it will be a•i till8 you outside. So I trust that that 

1a the eDd ot that trouble that we ban been having tor a couple ot weka. 

Q Mr. President, the State Department ---

THB PRESIDENT: (interposing) And then -- Oh, yea -- alao tomorrow they are 

going to gin IDII tbl t omal report and a transcript ot the procHdinga, 

and then I will thank them very much on behalt of the OoverDIIent. 

Q Kr. President, if the Japanese march in on Thailand, can you tell us --- .. 
/ 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q If the Japanese should march into Thailand, could you tell what the UnUed 

States Goverumeut will do? 

THE PRESIDKNr: What was the tirst word in that sentence? (laughter) That 

is why I asked you to repeat the question. Everybody can get it. 

Q 'Providing'. (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Anything else? 

Q Mr. President, a state Department spokesman said today that you have asked 
~ 

Japan tor an early reply to Secretary Hull's proposals. Did that take 

the tom of an ultimatum, sir? ' -
THE PRESIDENJ.': What proposals? And who was the State Department authority? 

Q I can't tell you that. 

THE PRESIDENI': Well then, I can't answer the question. 

Q Mr. President, we were told at the State Depe.rtment that you. had asked 

Mr. Welles to make certain inquiries of Jape.nese representatives 

THB PRESIDENr: (inter jectill8) That is correct. 

Q (continuing) --- or the Jape.nese government, through their representatives, 

this morni ng. 

'lRR PRESIDINl': (interjecting) Yes. 

· Q (continuing) Is there any indication ot the nature of those inquiries? 



• THE PRESIDENT: Let me put it this way, tbat ---

MR. CHAID.BS HAMILTON: (interposing) Kr. Pres ident --­

VOICES: Sh -- Sh . 

THE PRESIDENT: Ask Charlie 

•• 

MR. CHARLES HAMILTON: (interposi ns) Never since Mr . Theodore Roosevelt have 

we needed a big ati ck as much as we do today, so I am g1 vins this to 

you. (hands .a big ash cane to the President ) 

THE PRESII>ll:NT: I think, By Jove - - -

MR. CHARLES HAMILTON: (interposing) I got it in \'/ales. 

THE PBI:BI~: Charlie, thanks ever ao much. That ' s one thing I have longed 

tor. (laughter) Only, Charlie, tor your own safety, don't s tand in 

the front r ow. That ' s all right . That 's a good hefty one . (holding 

it up t o the reporters) You know, i t bas got an awfUlly nice balance . 

It bas got an awfully nice balance. 

MR. GODI1IN: (interposing) Well , sanebody was askins you a question . 

(laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT. No ! 

.MR . GODWIN: Yes ! I thi nk we might have got something rut or that . 

THE PRESIDENT: I do too . I thi-nk it ' s all right . 

' 

Q Mr. President , you started out to say, "Let ' s put it this way ." ( laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: What was it we were talking about? Was it the -- sanethins 

before Consress was it? 

MR. GODIVIN: No . 

Q. The nature of the inquiries made or Japan. 

THE FRESIDENT: Well , l e t 's put it this way. And this answers a good mny 

questions a t the same time. Try to make this as short as I can. 

As you know, since l ast April , we haTe been discus sins w1 th the 
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Japanese gonrmnent same method to arriTe at an objectiTe. The ob-

jecti ve was permanent peace in the whole area of the Pacitic. It sHilled 

at times as if progress was being mde toward tJiilt objectin. And dur-
' . 

ing that whole period , up to I think it was the end of .Tune, we assumed 

that as both nations were negotiating toward that objective, that there 

' would be no act which would be contrary to the desired end of peace. 

We were therefore somewhat surprised, the end of June, when the .. 
Japanese govel'llJIIent sent troops -- I think to a specified over-all 

total, in other words, a namber which would not be exceeded - - into - . 
I.ndo-China, atter very brief negot~ations w1 th the French Vichy govern-

ment; the oonclusion of which arrangement the Vichy government let it 

be understood rather clearly that they had agreed to this number of 

troops, principally because they were powerless to do anything else . 

Sanetime t hereafter • after the troops had gone there • the eon-

versationa were resumed between Japan and the United states, and for 

a while they seemed to be making progress . But again we made it per-

fectly clear that the objective which we were seeking meant the ta~ing 

of no additional territory by anybody in the Pacific area. 

And the other day we got word from various sources that already, 

in Indo-China, t here were large additional bodies of Japanese forces 

various ki nds of forces -- naval , air, and land -- and that other 

forces were on the way; and tha t even before these other forces had 

arrived, the number of forces already there had greatly exceeded, in 
. 

Indo-China, the original a100unt which the French government had agreed 

to, and that the forces that were o.n the way would still more greatly 

exceed the original _number. 

And the. question es asked this morning of the Japanese gonl'DIII8nt, 

• 
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at fA1 request, nry politely, as to what t be purpose of this •• --

what the intention ot the Japanese govel'DII8nt in doing this was, ae 

to the f'uture; and eli.minating, of' course, the possibility that 1i 

was f'or the policing of Indo-"China, which was an exceedingly peacetul 

spot beforehand. 

And we hope to get a reply to that Tery simple question shortly. 

Q was there any time limit put on it? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. That's a silly question. One doesn't put a time 

limit on things any more. That ' s the last century. We are at peace 

336 

w1 th Japan. We are asking a perfectly polite question . I think that' a 

all . 

MR. J. HENRY: Thank: you, Mr. President • 

Q I remember Theodore RooseTelt put it 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Oh, yes. But that's the last generation . 

That i s almost worthy of a f'irst headline. (he l aughs) 

-.- . 
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MR. DQNALIB)N: All in. 
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TKI PR!SIDENT: I have got here -- they are ready for you when you go out --, 
the supplementary report of the llinergency Board on the railway situa-

tio.n. And it's a printed report. You have had the letter of tra.na-

m1 ttal already. That tells the wbola story. 

Q Mr. President ---

THE PRESIDENl': (interposing) Yes? 

Q (continuing) Will you take any further action in regard to the Report's 

recommendations about the Rail118.y Express Agency? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no. 

Q Do you know what is going to be done about that? They refuse to com-

promise. , 

THE PRESIDENT: Who? 

Q The Railway Express Agency --­

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Oh. 

Q (continuing) --- refused ---

THE PRESIDENT: ( interposing) I think that is being taken up between the 

owners of the company and the men, directly. 

You know, the Railway Express Agency was formed in the old daya 

by the old express companies, tbe Adams, the American, and the National, 

et cetera, soon after the -- the parcel post ran by the Oover.lllll8nt went 

into effect, and of course decreased business 1n the old campaniea very 

greatly. And the railroad companies, as I understand it, bought the 

stock, or the control of the stock, in the old private expresa com-
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plllliee, and it is now owned by the railroads • 

Q Would it be your tho\18tlt, sir, then, since the ra.ilroads them.aelTee han 

accepted the report, that they would do likewise with their subsidiary? 

THE PRESIDENI': I hann ' t got any thought . They are<:.. talking among themselTea 

at the present time . 

Q llr. President , haTe you any plan before you tor some sort at agreement or 
l 

t 
understanding between the C. I . O. and A.F .L., looking toward ---

THE PRES IDEm': (interposing) No. 

Q (continuing) --- settlement ---? 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No . 

Q Mr . President, have you any camment to make at this time on the defense ... 
strike bill just passed by the House? 

THE PRESIDENI': No . 

Q Mr. President, could you tell us it Mr. Murray (Philip Murray; President . -
ot the c . I . 0 . ) has recons1-dered his resignation !'rem the Mediation Board? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the thing is -- the subject is -- wbat do they call 

it? -- in suspense at the present time . 

Q Mr. President, have you any comment to make on the story the Chicago 

Tribune had yesterday morning, regarding alleged war plans? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think I have any news on that. I think the Secretary 

ot War is saying something about it today. 

Q Mr. President, the Metropolitan Lite Insurance Company, v.hich is building 

a supposedly defense housing project in Alexandria, and in an "A" 

residential zone, and busting it up, claims openly before the City . . 
Council that they are building this on the request ot the highest 

authority in Washi ngton. You are the highest authority I know . Is 

it you? (laughter) 

•.J 



#789 -- 3 
, 

339 
TBJ: PRESIImll': It muat be a higher authority. I don't know. 

Q Have you ani word as to the Japanese reply yet, Wr. President? 
-

'11m PRESIDENT: They are goi ng t o see the Secretary of State at U .15 this 

morning - which made me late this mo;rning, I was talking to the Secre-
• 

tary. He i s coming around here to lunch with me about one o 'clock . 

And until he 01111es around tor lunch, I won't know anything about it . 

Q Mr. President, I t h ink it was last week you had a con1'erence here with 

Governor Ec!ison of New Jersey. Did that concern the political situation 

up there in any way, or Mayor Hague? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: It did not . 

Q Mr. President , when are you going to name a successor to Generel Fleming? 

(Philip B. Fleming , Wage and Hour Administrator) 

'!HE PRESIDENl': I don' t know. I haven't taken it up at all. 

MR. GOD'RIN: Well, Mr. President, have you any idsa that the --there will 

be any announcement, or explanation, about this Japanese conversation 

today? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. 

MR. GODWIN: Can you tell me ---

THE PRESIDENl': (interposing) I haven't got the faintest idea. In fact, I 

won' t hear abou~ it, as I said, until about one o'clock. 

Q Mr. PresideJCl~out ten days ago you approved a project in Wisconsin 

tor a powder plant -- a t65;ooo,ooo plant - - to be located at Merrimack. 

THE PRESIDENT: Has the location been set? 

Q Well, that ' s the question now. (l~ughter) They closed the real estate 

office . 

THE PRESIDENT: I 4on' t think I approved any project. I think I made a 

detinUe reCOIDIIIendation. I think I approved merely the building of t he 
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powder plant , aDd that is aa tar as I bave gone. 

Q Do you know anything about 1fh7 they have stopped the acquisition ot 

land in Merrimack? 

mE PRBSIDENI': I didn't know they had. 

Q They closed up t.be Governmant real estate ot-fice. 

THE PRESIDBNr: I have no idea. 

Q Mr. President, the House Appropriations Committee did not put in i ts bill 

t he request tor the Douglas De.m ---

THE PRESIDENT: (inte~osing) I hope very much it will be put in, in the 
"-T 

Senate, because all of the defense agencies are agreed that the power 

" from that proposed Dam is a very essential thing to Dational defense . 

So I am hoping it will be put in in tbe Senate. 

Q. Mr. President, is .Ambassador Steinhardt going to r eturn to Russia? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. He is still reporting about Russia. 

Q How long will the report continue, si:z:? 

THE PRESIDENT: That -- it will continue until it is ended . (laughter) 

Q. Mr. President , yesterday we were given some details about an encounter 

between a Navy ship and an Axis submarine. Does that mean a change of 

policy, and are we going to hear about such things from now on? 
.~ 

THE PRESIDENT: · I don' t k.now. I hadn't had any report -fran t he Navy Depart-

ment, except what appeared-- that the SALINAS tired some guns at the 
"' 

submarine, either before or-- I don't know whether it was before or 

after she was actually torpedoed. I couldn't tell you about anything 

else but what the Navy gave out. 

' MR. GODWIN: The Navy gave out about that. They said it was counter-attacked, 

but preViously ~- that I think that the Navy has been silent regard-

ing any encounters, it any • 

. '' 
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Well, I 
- l "---· suppose ' the easiest way or putting it is this, that 

it's so difficult to -- for the Navy to give out a story, without a 

false illlpression being given to the public . During the .,orld War we 

bad, or course, a lot or destroyers all over the place; we had a lot or 

cruisers all over the place; we had a lot ot armed merchant ships all 

over the place . And, on the other side, we bad a lot or sub-chasers. 

And we had sane submarines of our own . 

At the end of the war, I did a little figuring, and ! . figured 

out that it we listed as sunk everything that had been fired at by a 
' 

lot ot very enthusiastic people on those ships , in perfectly in 
,. 

honest -- their own honest belief, we would have sunk about 725 German 

submarines. 

Actually, as I remember it -- and ot course we got this at the 

end ot the war, from German figures on submarines that were in certain 

-- pretty well known localities, and were obviously the ones that were 

tired at -- I think W8 sank 16 - actually . 

So it's a pretty silly thing for anybody to say that a submarine 

was sunk, unless you actually saw it sink , or else blown up; or unle·ss 

it came up t o the surface and surrendered . Tbat happened once or 

-
twice in the World war. It's a little bit difficult tor all you p eople 

to write stories about having sunk this submarine or that submarine . 

In the old days , of course, it v~s thought that if a lot of oil came 

to the surface it meant that the submarine was sunk . Or course that 

just isn't true, as p:r;.oven in the World War. 

Q Mr. President, you have been seeing numerous labor people lately and 

you have an appointment today with Van Bittner ot the C.I . O. Is there 

aey connection between these engagements? 

\ 
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THE PR!SIIIENT: No. No . None at all. ' 

Q. Could you tell us the purpose ot your ·meeting with l&r. Bittner? 

' -THE PRESIDENT: -· J"ust that I haven ' t seen him tor a long time,' that's all .• 

Q. (interposing)/ Mr. President ---

THE .PRESIDENr: (continuing) I · don' t think that there is any story in that. · 

Q, · Is it inflation that makes your new books cost twice as much as tile first 

set? 

. 
THE PRESIDENT: No . It's because -- it's because the first publishers were 

a little over- optimistic . (laughter) 

Q, Thirty bucks is too much . 

MR. GODWIN: Thank: you, Mr. -President. 

MR . GOI7NIN: (to the President) Did you know that Wells Hawks (old-time 

circus press a gent} had died? 

THE PRESIDEi'll' : What? 

MR. GODWIN: Did you know that Well·s Hawks died this morning? 

THE PRESIDENT: Did he really? Too bad, poor old Wells . 

MR. GODWIN: He was very sick. 

THE PRESIDEti11': Yes. He had been for a long time . 

ooJ ' 

) ' 
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CONliDEm'IAL 
Preee Conference #790, 
ExecutiTe Office of the Pres ident 
December 9, 1941 -- 4.10 P.M. 

(This is the first War Press Conference) 

JJR. FARLY: Tremendous conference . 

THE PRESIDENT: They will get damn 11 ttle. 

MR . EARLY: Tremendous numbers. It • s all right . 

~ How are you , Mr. President? 

~ How are you , Mr. President? 

343 ~ 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, fine . There's darn little news, except t hat I haven't 

f i nished my speech . 
t 

Q It ' s going to be pretty ,late? 
....; •. • 

THE PRESim:NT: Pretty nearly fini shed though. That • s old stuff (indicating 

typed sheets before him). That's t he third draft . I am now completing 

the fifth copy. 

MISS MAY CRAIG: You've got a new system out there. 

THE PRESIDENT: What? -
MISS MAY CRAIG: A new system out there . It ' s going to t ake a long time 

to get i n . 

THE PRESIDENT: What ' s t~at? What do you have to do? Have they frisked you? 

(laughter) 

MISS MAY CRAIG: Practically. 

THE PRESIDENT: Now May, I don't think that's nice . 

MISS MAY CRAIG:· They did Fred Hale once, 

THE PRESIDENT: I will have to hire a female Secret Service agent around 

here t o do the frisking. 

MIS$ MAY CRAIG: 

• 

Remember the time they f risked Fred Hale at a reception? 

... 
' 
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THE PRES! DEN!': At what? 

MISS MAY CRAIG: Remember the time they t riaked Senator Hale at a rece ption? 

THE PRESI IlENl': Terribly tunny. 

MISS MAY CRAIG: He never got over it . 

THE PRESIDENT: He never got over it . 

MISS MAY CRAIG: The saared Hale person. 

THE PRESIDENT: He was here before you and I were born . 

(pause here as newspapermen continue to file in) 

MR. DONALDSON: All in . 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t think I have anything on operations . I think -- I 

don't know whether you have had this before, There was an attack this 

morning on Clark Field in the Philippines, resulting in some offi cer 

and soldier casualties; and General MacArthur ·is trying to get further 

information. That was early this morning , 

Q Have you t alked with General MacArthur , sir? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: Not personally on the t elephone . He has been telephoning 

two or three times to the Chief of Staff . 

Hmm -- one or two bills - - I don't know who the authorities are 

Q (interposing) Mr . President, a little louder, please , 

THE PRESIDENI': (continuing) I am sending to Senator McKellar (Kenneth 

McKellar, Democrat, of Tennessee ) a note , saying that !~understand that 

a bill has been i ntroduced in the House authorizing and directing the 

President to consolidate N.Y.A. and c.c.c. in a single a gency, to be 

known as the Civilian Youth Administration . While I have not had an 
t 

opportunity to examine the bill in detail, I heartily: approve the' 6b-

jective, and I understand that the Budaet has gone into i t also , and 

has approved it. That ' s about all I have got . 
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KR. GOIMIN: Wbat was that final name? Cirtlian Y6uth what? 

THE PRESID!NI': Civilian Youth AdJDinistretion. C.y .A. instead of N.Y.A. 

MR. GOD9ITN: Yes . 

Q Mr. President, are you considering any revamping of the defense trans-

portation setup? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: The what? 

Q Any revamping of the defense transportation setup? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: Why a question like that? It's working awfully well. 

Q I beg your pardon? 

THE PRESIDENT: Why a question like that? What is the objective? 

Q A report has been booted around that a Federal Coordinator of Trans-
• 

portation is being considered ---

THE PRESIDENl': (interposing) No , no . 

Q (continuing) with wide authority over all transportation agencies . 

THE PRESIDENT: No . It nasn' t been considered . 

Q Thank you . 

Q Mr . President, can you tell us of your discussions with S .P .A. B. this 

morning? 

'mE PRESIDENT: Yes . I think I can . It was a conference -- of course O.P.M. 

was there also, and several other agencies . I should say that there 

were two -- that there were, you might say , two concurrent policies that 

were agreed on. The first was to -- on the present program, which is 

now getting into full production -- to go ahead with a speed-up of it . 

Well , that i nvol vas, of course, 'probably working seven days a week , 

and pushing the speed of the existing program to sue~ an extent that we 

will get a great many more actual deliveries in the -- what? -- calendar 

year nineteen- thirty -- nineteen- forty- two, than the present program 
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calla t or . 

Then the other policy that comes w1 th it is to enter into a still 

greater expansion of plants, which means new plants and additions to 

old plants, t hereby increasing the t otal volume at production as fast 

as that can be attained . In other words, a -- a speeding up, and an 

i ncreaae ot totals, working toward an ·all-out effort . Ot course, a 

great me.ny ot her t h ings which will form a component part of that phrase 

-- a n "all- out effort". 

Q (interposing) Mr . President 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) We al so talked about t he -- certain things 

called priorities, and as you will see from what I s ay tonight , there 

is not at this time any shortage ln . food - - foodst uffs . In other words, 

there is enough for all of us, and enough l eft over to help the food 

situation among those who are fighting against the same evil that we 

are fighting against. 

- On a very large number of articles in nomal civilian use , there 

is also no shortage at the present time fo r civilian use, or for de-

tense purposes . Oh what? - - lipstick . (laughter ) 

(aside ) : Thank you, May .(.May Craig) 

There is , however , for t his new program, a ver y great shortage in 

most metals, and i t seems clear that in putting the program into ef-

feet we shall have to do two t ·h i ngs . The first i s t o increase the 

original output of the raw material or metals, and the second is to 

divert from ci vilian use to defense needs at least f1fty percent 
I 

at l east half - - of all metals which during this past year have been 

going t o civilian and not defense purposes . It means that people will 

have to do without a great many metal t hings, which they have been 
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able to get up to this time . 

Q Mr. President, this speed-up t bing in production will about eliminate 

any unemployment in t he automobile industry, will it not? 

THE PRESIDENI': Oh , I don't think you can put it that way, because after all, 

if I said it would end i t, then you would come back at me a mont h or 

two from now alld say, "liow about t hese people that have been t hrown out 

of work temporar ily while t hey were r et ooling the factory?" You see? 

~ I was thinking ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Not pennanent . 

0 
Q Governor Van Wa~er told you sometime ago . 

THE PRESIDENI' : No . '·1 There won't be any thrown permanently out of work • 

.-Q...., (inter posing) Well , Mr. President ---
• 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) It's just like the usual slump in the auto-

mobile business, you know. About every summer they stop working for a 

month t o get the tools for the new models out. Well , t here may be 

something like that occurring in .various plants , not only automobile 

but lots of other th.ings, where t hey are retooling for defense purposes . 
\ 

Q Mr . Pre sident, you mentioned the figure of fif ty percent a f ew minutes 

ago in the automobile industry, and some of the ---

THE PRESID~~ : ( interposing) No . I didn' t say there . 

Q No . I know you didn ' t - - -

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) ~etal uses . 

Q Yes, s i r . In the automobile industry and some others, there is a cut 

already of f ifty percent or more . Can you give us any idea ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I have no idea where that would fit into the 

total of t be fi tty percent , but it would be in it . 

Q Mr . Pres i dent, you have had a number of discussions with labor ~eaders 
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it 
in the last couple of weeks. A number ot them have suggested the 

calling of a conference of. lsbor and industry, to see if they 

couldn' t sit down together and work out some ki nd of a voluntary 

program, in the place of anti- str ike l egislation. Are you giving 

any consideration to calling such a conference? 

348 , 

THE PRESIDENI': I am. And that i s all I can say , 'llhether it would be an 

I 
unoffic ial off-the-record, or an offici al conference, I haven t got 

the slightest idea . I am giving it consideration • . Don't -- don ' t 

write i t up as meaning this that or the other t hing, because frankly 

I don't know. 

~ Mr. President , are you informed whether O,P.M. requisit i oning procedure 

contemplates employing the Justice Department and the Courts -- the 

new pr ocedure appr oved by S,P,A,B. to requisition critical materials? 

THE PRESI DENT: I don 't know. That is over my head . 

~ Mr . President , are there any further details you can tell us about the 

attack on Hawaii? 

THE PRZSIDENI' : Not yet • Not yet • 

MR . F . KLUCKHOHN: Mr . President , there have been a lot of questions p.1t 

up t o Congress, and if you like y6u can put t his one off the record , 

but could you make any comment about domestic responsibilities fbr that 

surpr ise? 

THE PRESIDENl': Certai nly not. I don 't know anything . Neither does any-

b~dY in Congress . 

MR . GODWIN: (a side) Oh . 

Mr . President, this is not an impudent question, sir, but it 

might clear up t hings . Do you intend to give the public the benefit 

of all of the r eports you get? 

' • 



• --

#790 -- 7 349 

mB PRESIDENT: I would ai:r thi.a -- and thla 1a not ott the reoord, beoauae 

I am going to ay it t onight -- I can't rlllll8mber the exact phraaeolos:r, 

but I am going t o gin -- all of ua are going to gin enrything to 

the public , on two conditiona. They ban to conform -- all intol'll&tion 

hila t o conform with two obvious conditione· before it can be ginn out. 

The first i a that it ia accurate. Well, I should think tbat 

would seem fairly obvious . 

And the second ia that in giring it out it does not gin aid an4 

cc:mtort to the enemy. And I should think t.bat those bo conditione 

ought t o be put up in every office in Washington. 

Q. Where? 

'!HE PRESIDENI': In Washington. That includes newspaper offices as well as 

department offices. 

Q. Mr. Presi dent 

Q Mr. President 
\.. 

Q Excuse me --- .. 
MR . P . BRANDT : There is no use t o have that put up in department offi ces, 

because it is impossible to get any information from any department now, 

on the matetial that is a matter of record . 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , but are you sure that it conforms t o both conditions? 

MR . P . BRANDT: To both of them, yes . 

'!HE PRESIDENT: Who told you that? 

· MR. P. BRANDl': What? They give you the r un around • 
.. •• 

THE .PRESIIlENI': Well , then,you can't a.ssume that the intormat'ion haa con- · _, 
formed t o t.he two conditione. 

' 
.MR. P. BRANDT: . You ought t o have aameone there who can say whether it does 

conform, and we are not 

\ 

r 
• 
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THE PRESIDENl': .(interposing) Oh, that has got to be determined by the 

higher officers -- the Army and Navy. 
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MR. P. BRANDT: But we have been told that these officers haTe no into:naation 

-- have instructions not t o talk on any subject • 

THE PRESIDENI' : I think that is probably correct. 

MR. P . BRANDI': lhera does tb.St put us? (laughter) 

TEE PRESIDENT: It m&ans that you have got t o wait 

information, because you can't determine ---

sit and •it on this 

MR. P . BRANDT: (interposing) No . I am not talking about 

THE PRESIDENf: (continuing) --- until certain information conforms to those 

two principles ot it. We can ' t leave that determination in the hands 

' Of a third assistant -- what? -- Captain or Major in the ~y, or a 

Lieutenant Commander in the Navy, who is a third or fourth assistant 

t o the officer. It has got to come from the top . 

1lR. P . BRANDI': I am talking abbut vmat 1s already a matter of record . I t 

is a quest ion of saving u.s time . We spent fo\11'~ hours getting acme in-

format ion which was a matter of record. 

THE PRESI DENT: Oh , but lots of these things may be matters of record . It 

does not mean that they conform . 

MR . P. BRANDT: Can we print that then? 

THE PRES! DEN!': Certainly not . You are going to get it as soon as the in-

f ormation conforms to those two principles . Just as soon . Now that 

is perfectly easy. That is a '!fery simple rule to go by. Those two 

things have got to be accurate. In other words, it has got to have 

been proved. It can' t be a flash of what somebody thinks in the matter. 

I YJant it to be an accurate record. · Now that is the first thing. ,. 
· Now ~he mere fact that one bureau in one Department. gets a tlash, 
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for example ·-- I should think as a matter ot tact -- mind y~hia is 

war -- this ought t o be checked before that one bureau gets i t out. It 

should be checked by somebody i n authority. • 
\ 

And then the second thing is that it will not be information that 

will help the eneJ'Ily. Now you fellows can' t determine that. The papers 

are not running the war . The Army and Navy have got to determine that. 

MR. P. BRANDT: This morning we wanted to find out how much had been ap­

pr opri ated for Guam , and whethar any work bad been done on Guam. And 

there was no i nformation available . And of course - --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Well, the matter -- matter of the amount of 

the appropriation is a matter of public record . There is nb reason why 

you shouldn ' t have that. 

MR. P. BRAI'lm': That is what I am talking about • 

. -
'mE PRES! DENT: Right ~ Now, first of all , you f1nd out what was appropriated . 

You don ' t have to go to any Department, you have got it in your own 

office . Now the other point, as to whether we should tell you what 

had been done , most certainly I don' t think that that ought to be printed. 

MR. P. BRANDT: You could say whether it had been started , because the ap-

propriation is from April . 

THE PRESIDENI': \'lell , all right . Now , what was the appropriation for'? 

MR. P. BRANDT: For i mproving the harbor. 

THE PRESIDE.m': What? 

MR. P. BRANIYl' : For improving t he harbor, etcetera . That was the Congressional . 

authorizat ion . 

THE PRESI DENT: ''Tell ~ . you have got a very simple question there. I haven't 

got the faintest idea whether it was actually started or not . It doesn ' t 

makE! any difference , the ~way t hings have turned out. Between April and 

\ 
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DOW, you would have to get a com~ with a dredge. That• a the tirat 

thing, to go out and do it. Then after that he haa got to get hia I ·• 

equipaent together. Arter that he has got to find shipping. .So now 

it might have been determined -- perfectly conceivable -- I am 'Jlot aay-

ing tbat this •s done. I am more ignorant than you are on this, be-

cause you boned up on it. 

MR. P • .BRANPI': . No I haven't • 

THE PRESIDE~1T: Well then, we are both doing it now. It is perfectly 

possible that i f there was not enough shipping available to send that 

dredging material out there -- the dredge , the machi.nery, etcetera --

that under priorities it was thought that something else lVBI!I more 

important . I think it is an awfUlly small matter, Pete, because really, 

dredging out the Harbor of Guam was not going to save that Island. 

MR. P . BRANDI': We spent twr hours on two paragraphs . .A+l I want to know 

is it somebody i.n the Army can tell me whet~er they can or cannot give 

it out, ---

' THE PRESIDENT: ( interposing) There may be reasons. 

MR . P . BRANm': (continuing) --- rather than give us the run- around . 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the trouble is that they are much maligned men . It 

you would come here and ask me what the press doesn't know about that, 

tor ---

Q. (interposing) Mr . President ---

MR . P . BRANI71': (continuing) ·I t hink if that it apparently is a blanket 

order not to give out any information. If that will conform, you .can --­

'IHE PRESIDENl': (interposing) Ther e might be all kinds ot questions . Sup-

pose , tor the sake ot argumant that we had something out there -- I 

don't know. 

< 
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' MR. P. BRANIJI': We have had cases like that -- by digging it out tiut the 

or ricers ought to know. And there is no reason why it can't be gi Ten 

out. 

THE PRESIDENT: Of course, Pete, you have got to remember the psychological 

·COndition of these Officers. 

Q What about our psychological condition? (laughter) .. 

THE PRESIDENT: Your toes haven't been stepped on, and theirs have. 

MISS ~~ CRAIG: (aside) Yes they have too, 

THE PRESIDENr: (continuing) They are in the position or having . their toes 

-- by --everybody looking askance at them, and saying, "Huht 1lere you 

the leak?" 

Q Well, ¥r· President ---

Q. (interposing) Well, Mr. President, in that connection -- in connection 

with this question Mr . Kluckbohn asked a few minutes ago. There have 

been a lot of reports which I think you might help us clear up, it 

possible, to the effect that one reason why the Japs were able to get 

\..-/ 
over Pearl Harbor was that there were ~ lot of leaves granted -- someone 

slept -- let everybody go to Honolulu for the week-end. That is the 

report. I thi.nk that .if it could be cleared up, I think it would help. 

THE PRESIDENI': How do I know? How do you know? How does the person re-

) 
port ing it know? .. 

Q. I am sure I don't know. 
r 

THE PRESIDBNT: · ... And neither does the person starting the report . 

Q. What's that? 

THE PRESIDENT: And neither does tha person starting the report have any 

information. You have to remelilber that, 

Q. They they might h~ve sane information, mightn 1 t they, for ---

-·· I ·. 
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THE Pm:SIIENT: ( i nter posi ng) No . Absolutely impossible . 

MR. P' . KLOCXHOBN: 
• 

Mr. President, may I ask you , air , i t your .,anawer about 

my ~estion on Congress -- you sai d "Certainly not . I don' t know 

e.nything. Neither -does a nyone else in Congress ."? Is tbat on the 

record? 

'mE PRl!'SIDENT: On the record , yes . 

Q Mr . Pres i dent , r eturning to your two conditions, I wonder it you could, 

tor our guidance , defi ne that second condition -- "giving a i d and com-

tort to the enemy . "? The thing that troubles me -- does that mean that 

no bad news is going to be g1 van out? 

THE PRESIDEN!': No , no . It depends on whether the giving out is of aid 
.: j;.,.: 

and comfort to the enemy . 

Q ~. President , who will determine that as the over-all judgment? Will 

you determine it? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Army and Navy . 

Q Are they going to operate ind1 vidually on this? 

THE PRESIDENI' : No . They work together very clos~ly. 

Q But the Secretary of war and the Secretary of the Navy will each deter-

mine what should come from his Department? 

THE PRESID~'T: Yes - - or jointly. 

MR. J . WRIGHT: But there isn't to be one give-out of news then , under this 

setup? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , there isn' t , Jim , in London, for instance . They have 

~onsultations first , and they give out in London war communiques to the 

public . It is divided , a s. I remember it, into three different k i nds 

ot commun.iquea. Ons is Army, one is Air , and one is Na vy . And I 

think in London the way t hey have worked it out, to apparently the 

.. 
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-satisfaction of everybody -- the press too those are, each one of 

them, broken down into general fields . 
- > l'or instance, on. the Navy end, it 's -- th.ere ia a field called 

the Mediterran~ field;. ~othe~ one called the Atlantic, and I suppoae 

now there will be another -- the Far- East. And in the air end, there 

is a -- three fields there are at the present time. Ther e is the Libyan 

field , the !dedi terranean, a.nd the att ack on tbe -- daily attack on Ger-

many field; and the domestic field. It seems to work out all right. 

Then of course, befo~re all g1 ven out , the three f~ghting arms 

~ over there -- we have only two ,- - talk it over between them, and see 

that they don't clash in what they give out. 

MR. F • .KLUCKHOBN: Mr . Presi dent, most of the newspaper offices here have 

had a ~ot of complaints on the way that system has 110rked. Have you .. 
heard of those? 

THE PRESI DENl': No . I have heard some things, where the shoe is on the 

other foot • (laughter) 
./ 

MR. D. CORNELL: Thank you, Mr. President . 

THE PR:ES-IDENI' : I think you know what I mean. 

MR. F . KLUC.KHOHN: Yes, I do. Some of it started 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) \~at? 

MR. F • .KLUCKHOHN: Some of it at the start was a little stupid ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What? 

MR . F • .KLUCKHOHN: Some of it at the start over there was a little stupid. 

They straightened out in a few"~eeks. 

THE PRESIDENT: Remember we have only had forty-eight hours of it . 

MR. KLUC~OHN: Not here . I mean over there . 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. 

-· 
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(most of t he newspaper men had lett the r oom at this point) 

MR. J . MTh"'FIE: Will there eventually be a censor t hat we can get our 

teeth into? 

'IKE PRESIDENT: It is awfull y hard t o a nswer it . Taik t o Steve about this . 

MR . J . MINIFIE: I was saying that I thought that in the A:rrny and Navy they 

were getting on awfully well cons! derlng. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know whether -- well , you have been in London. I 

don' t know -- do you think the i r system was pretty good? 

MR. J. MINIFIE: Very good . And then particularly -- the best thing about 

it is they never cross up, and you can' t get ahead of the Army and the 

Navy about that. 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes . 

MR . J . MINIFIE: (continuing) But, if you have a censor who is responsible , 

you can get a tip . The little man will kill i t; but you can get the 

chief censor, and he usually lets it go . 

THE PRESIDENl': Very good . Of course, I think we may look into it. Don ' t 

you t hink those two qualifications are pretty good? 

l.!R. J. MINIFIE: Fundamental , sir -- fundamental. We must have t hem. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . Talk wit h steve about them, because as I have just 

said, we have only been at it forty- eight hours . 

llR . J. MINIFIE : It sounds funny for a newspaperman to be advocating a 

censorship . 

THE PRESIDE~"T : Wha t we want is to get the news out as soon as we can, sub-

j ect t o t he two qualifications , and do it in the most convenient way . 

MR. J. MINIFI E: (interjecting) Yes, sir. 

THE PRESI DENT: (continuing) ~ other words, our objectives are exactly 

alike . Talk to Steve about it . It is goin.g to work all right. 

• 
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(to Steve EB.rly): I wish you wwld talk w1 th him • 

MR. EARLY: Yes . 

THE PRESIDENT: And ot course, I want you to get the London experience • 

Arter all they have been at it over two years. 

MR. EARLY: (interjecting) Yes, All right, 

357 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And it we have a little bit m9re centralized 

source to go t o when there is something that breaks between the regular 

announcement times ---

MR . J. MINIFIE: (interjecti~) Yes, sir . Exactly, 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- that would be a good thing • 

- · 
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CONFIDEm'IAL 
Press Conference #791 
Executive Office or the President 
December 12, 1941 -- 11.00 A.u. 

THE PRESIDENT: Did you take anything orr my desk? 

Ll:R. EARLY: Sir? 
• 

THB PRESIDENT: Did you take anything off my desk? 

358 

MR. EARLY: Not a t hing, I laid several t hings ~your desk. Not gUilty --

or taking anything. 

THE PRESIDENl': I will have to take another look . (the President found what 

he was looking for) 

I hsve got about five different t hings th.is morning. You might 

as well work too, you _know. 

Q We are, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Don't look: at me that way, Earl. (Earl Godwin) 

MR . GOUJ.IIN: We were hoping sanething had developed in this half 

THE PRESIDEN.l': (interposing) None of it is front page stuff , I suppose; 

but it ' s all right . 

MR . GOIYrVIN: Cheerful? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

MR. GOURIN: Cheerful? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , they are factual. Nei ther one way nor the other . 

MR. DONALDSON: All in . 

THE PRESIDENI': I hsve got a number of t hings , all or which shed a light on 

operations. 

The first thing is that I received yesterday morning a very fine 

telegram frOIII the Prime Minister of Great Britain and Lord Beaverbrook, 

t: 
offering to help the Uilited States in ,ny particular where we were 
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short of any materials, and specifically offered to turn over' to us 

the product -- the output of three shell-making plant a in Canada , 
.• 

in case we need that immediate output. The thing is being studied 
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at the present time. I just use that as an illustration of the spirit. 

Number two, the Treasury reports that on Monday and Tuesday and 

Wednesday - - this week -- we sold , through banks, defense bonds of 

five million, five hundred and ninety two thousand dollars, ($5,592,000) 

as against last week's sale , on the fi!st three days of t he week of 

two million, four hundred end seventy four t housa.nd dollars . 

~ ($2,474, 000) In other words, a -- 126% up - - more than double. 

Through the Post Offices in the same period, at five big offices , we 

sold one million, five hundred and ten thousand ($1,510, 000), 1n the 

first t hree days of this week; as compared with eight hundred and 

fifty two thousand ($852,000) the first three days of last week , or 

• an increase of 7Cf% . And the Post Office stamp sales - - again just in 

five of the biggest Post Offices -- went up 25%. 
~ 

Hmm at my request, I got -- this is a sort of detail, but it 

will fit in somewhere on the in,side pe.ge -- the Great Lakes ore move-

ment , from the top of the Great Lakes, has now closed for the season, 

on .account of the Lakes getting frozen . The .. ore movement - - mostly 

by water, of course, during the navigation season of 1941 - - was 

· 80,000 ,000 ~ong tons, as against 65 -1/2 million long t ons in '40; 

and also -- as against -- what might be called the first World 'liar 

period, when the best record got up to 66 - 1/2 million tons. The 

total stock pile of ore is 2,000,000 tons ~n hand at the plants greater 

than it was on -- at the opening of the season in Apri l . That is 

to say -- I wouldn' t · put it that way -- we start the winter season 
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with 2,000,000 more tons in the stock pile than this time last year • 

' 
We have enougb new ore car;riers which will go ilito service on the 

: Great Lakes -- new ones -- that we believe will enable us to get all 
'" -. . 

the ore that is needed in 1942 • 

• ,,,I signed last night -- and Steve will gi1'e you copies - - an 
., 

Execut'i ve Order,- relating to certain regulations in setting up eight 

defensive sea areas. You will get the list, Portland, Maine; Ports-

mouth; Boston; Narragansett Bay; San Diego; San Francisco; Columbia 

River , and Puget Sound . And the Navy says that there is not only --

' no reason why this sbouldn t be ~de public in detail . It bas all 

the - -the directions of these -- it meets the purpose of these ar-

rangements , but it would be a g>od thing to have it made public for 

the use or our own navigation -- coastwise navigation -- so that they 

will know where they can go , and where they ought not to go . 
-· 

And finally, I am about to sign a Proclamation , which I think 

probably ought to be stressed a little bit, because it has nothing to 

do wl. th war operations, but it has to do with the conduct of the war 

-- in regard to the Red Cross. The third Whereas clause -- Steve, you 

have got a copy of t h is? 

MR. EARLY: It will be ready, sir. 

THE PRESID&VT: Yes . (reading): 

.. . 
• 

"WHEREAS in preparation for just such an emergency as we 

are now facing, the American National Red Cross has been spend­

ing_,funds at the rate ot more than one million siollars a month , 

~ich ,is but a small fraction of the amount that the organiza-

-, thm now requires 1li order to carry out effectively its func ­

tions as an essential auxiliary of our armed forces, plrticularly 

as a friendly liaison in welfare problems between the man in 

service and his family at home, and as a key agency in the 

civil-defense plans: --- etcetera . 

"I hereby prpclaim tbe beginning , as of this date, of a 

Red Cross 'liar Fund Campaign for the raising of a minimum sum 

-· 
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ot titty million dollars ; a nd appeal to the American. ~ople 

t o make t his C8111pa1gn an overwhel.Jning success ." 

, 
I think it is very important that we carry t his out as an es-

sential part ot the war . · 

Q. There is no reason why the Gult can ' t be a defenei ve area, is there, 

Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I eouldn ' t -- I eouldn ' t tell you. It might be called one 

any old .time., but i t ' ·s not in this . 
r 

MR. F. KLUCKHOHN: Mr. President, the Br i t ish , for obvious r easons , have 

been carrying on intensive production of anti- aircraft guns, wher eas 

we haven' t . I was just wondering - - -

THE PRESIDENT: (interp~sing) Whereas we haven ' t? 

MR. F. KLUOKHOHN: I mean that naturally it is -- my understanding is that 

they have naturally gone 1n har der for it than we have t o t hi s point , 

THE PRESI DENT: (interpos i ng) Have they? 

. 
l!R . KLUOKHOHN: (continuing) --- but we have been doing other things . 

THE PRESIDENT: Have they? 

MR . KLUORHOHN: I don' t know . 

THE PRESIDENT: Neithe r do I . (laughter) 

MR . F . KLUCKHOHN: I was goi~ t o ask whet her any consideration down here 
,. 

was being given to get any of tmt p roduct ion , i n line with the Prime 

Minister ' s offer? 

' 
TBE PRESIDENT: _Well, I don' t t hink that that particul arly f igures I 

haven' t studied t he particular figures , but I t hink your premise i s 

all wrong. . .That ' s all I can say. 

Q. Mr. President, would you car e to make any camnent , sir, on the attit ude 

expressed by .various latin American governments in support of our 

position? 
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THE PRESIDENr: That what? .• 

Q The at titude expressed by various Latin American governments in support 

of our position? 

THE PRESIDENI': I would say -eust two words. First: Excellent. ADd second: 
---....___ 

Wholly Satisfactory. That ' s three words. (laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, have y_ou de"c1:ded who will go to . the American conference 
•. 

in Rio? ~ 

'I'HE· PREsiDENI': No . Not yet . We haven!.t discussed it . 

Oh, I have one other thing that I might as well t ell you about, 

because the thing only came up this morning. That is this: 

In the World War, everybody that was in it both sides, I think 
. 

and in the present war all those who were in it since the first of 

September , the papers have not carried columns , and pages, of the names 

of casualties . That was done by common consent . And the thought of 

both the Army and the Navy is that we should confo.rm to that common 

consent agreement . 

Just as soon as it is possible, the next of kin of both -- both 

the death list and the casualty- list - the wounded list, always just 

as soon as we can possibly get it, we send it to the next of kin, so 

that there is nothing hidden fram the people who are interested in the 

man ' s name, and we get it to them just as soon as we can. The news-

papers will give out the totals of killed and wounded. 

And I want to express the hope that the newspapers of the country, 
.. 

and the radio -- of course they do not do it on the radio , probably, 

any way -- will not print the lists, for very obvious · reasons . It 

gives information to the enemy . .• 

Q (interposing) Does that mean , Mr. President 

' 
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'!HE PRESIDP:Nl': (continuing) You will get the totals, and the families 

will get the names . 

~ Does that mean, Mr. President , that Press Associations should not diatrib~~ 
... 

them? 

THE PRESIDENT: Should not what? 

~ Should not distribute them? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it would be far better, because it' the Press Associa-

tiona do distribute the individual names, it is performing a very use-

ful service , perhaps, on checking up just where the people were, by a 

little obvious deduction -- putting two and two together -- ffnding out 

where this man \118.8 serving, and the other man was serving . I don't 

see why the rule should not apply t o Press Associations as well as 

individual newspapers . 

Q, Will thi s be made public here? 

THE PRES! DEN!': What? 

Q, Will this be made public here, sir? 

THE PRESIDEt\'1': No . Not the list as a whole . The totals will. .ll.nd all the 

families will be notified . And of course locally -- in local papers, 

nobody can prevent the fact from coming out -- as soon as the mother, 

or the wife, or something like that, knows that there has been a casualty 

-- of printing the name ar the person -- "so and so was wounded," or, . 
"so and so was killed." i'ihat I am talking about are the long columns 

-- death columns , t hat's all. 

~ We have had - - already had same .. 
THE PRESIDEm': (interposing) You ban had some already . ~hey wer e mostly 

locally used . In the Washington paper s were the names of people that 

have been killed or wounded . That's all right . 

, •• 
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Q. Yr. President 

Q. (int~rposing) Ur. ~sident, there is no objection to their local 

publication then? 

THE PRF.SIDENI': Well , my own thousht is this, that I think it would be much 

It takes a little more space -- put • r.iJI . .. ·~ 

bet ter no<t to put it as a list. 

it in -- in the form: Mrs . so a.nd so -- ·or; Miss so and so was in-

formed of the death of her husband, or her brother, or son, or what­

ever it may be . I don 't like this idea of long casualty lists. It 

is not a good thing . 

• Q. Mr Pr sident, is the Garrison at Vla.ke Isla.nd still holding out? 

P~IDENT: So far as we know, Wake Islan~, is holding out - - has done 
.1-. 

a perfectly magnificent job. We are all very proud of that very sm.all 
. 

gx:oup of Marines who are holding the Island . We have no further in-

formation today. They are holding out . We knew that very early this 

morning. 

MR. J . WRIGHT : Mr . President , some of us are still nervous about whether 

we are going to be scooped or not, on the real facts in Pearl Harbor now. 

- -THE PRESIDE!It'T: The becretary of the Navy got there last night , and that is 

all that I can ---

MR . J . 'llRIGHT: (interposing) We hear people say that on Saturday they are 

going to tell all, and publish all , and so on, and that -- that those . 

of us who heard these stories - - -

THE PR.ESIDENI': (interposing) Well, I don 't think that anybody had bett'er 

publish pnything in the way of stories until we get a report 'from the 

Secretary of the Navy. 

MR. J. WRIGHT: That is what I would like t o..}mow. What is going to be done 

if they do go ahead w1 th this threat ? . 
' . 
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THE PRESIDENT: "Well, I should say that we would remember the people who did 

it. I don't know. And the War Department doesn't know. The Navy ·-

---:> 
Department doesn't know. 

• MR . J. WRIOHT : Just as a specific case yesterday, on the floor of the 

;Senate , there were a lot of things said there that seemed to le trans­

gressing entirely' our own understandin~ of what---

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing) r think: you"''\U-e absolutely correct. 

MR . J, WRIGHl': (continuing) But you ca.DJlot ignore what a Semtqr _says on 

the floor of the Senate? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, but you can characterize, it in one of those well known 

news paragraphs -- you know -- whic-h are not e.ntirely factual. (laughter) 
,......,. .. 

~-
Is that a polite way of putting it, Jim? In other words-- now this 

has got to be off the record, because I can't criticize individuals. 

The Senator who made those as statements didn't know one damn thing 

a9out it, He repeated somebody's gossip . He made it as a statement 

of fact, which he had no right to do whatsoef!:!_r. 
.. 

And that has to be off 
. t' ;<'"lir' . . ·: ~ .,'=-- .. - -

the record, (laughter) 

MR. GODWIN: Were you speaking of yesterday afternoon's debate? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, 

\ 
MR . J. WRIGHT : I think: that should be on the record, Mr . Prefi.ident. 

THE PRESIDENT: What? (laughter) 
c 

MR. GOIMIN: I think: that should be on the record. 

~ In quotes, Mr . President. 

~ \Vhy not, Mr. President? 

Q We need that kind of useful 

THE PRESIDEN.l': (interposing) All ~ght. Will you 

, ~ (interpasing) He doesn't know a damn thing about it 
- .. 

,. . ~ 

·' 7'- •• . 

·I' 

.-

.. 
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~ PRESIDENT: (interposing) Leave that all in, but leave out the word 

" damn". 

Q Can that be read back to us? 

MR . ROMAGNA: (reading) : The Semtor \'lho made tbat statement. didn1t know a 

thing -- (laughter ) -- about it . He repeated sanebody ' s gossip . He 

made it as a statement ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Of fact . 

MR. ROMAGNA: (continuing) -- of fact, which he had no right to do what§O-

ever. 

Q. Are we permitted t o use direct quotes on that, sir? 

THE PRESIDENI': (to Mr . Early): What do you think , Steve? 

MR . EARLY: I think "third person" is all right . 

THE PRESIDENI' : I think "third person" is better , 

Q. Mr . President , di{l you see the British Prime Minister' s statement yester-

day, sir, in Commons about that? He said the loss to the hmerican Fleet 

could not be over- rated? 

THE PRESIDENT: Perfectly true. I had ~aid it first thing -- beforehand --

in very slightly different terms. 

Q. Mr. President , are you contemplating any change of the hours in t he wage-

Hour Act -- that forty-hour limitation? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Not that L know of, In other words, I think that ,stays 

forty hours , and everything over that is time- and-a-half pay. 

Q. Mr , President, are you contemplating longer hours for Federal employees? 

THE PRESIDENT: That I couldn' t tell you. I don't know . 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us ---
' 

THE PRESID&~: (continuing) It has been in -- what? -- the Navy • 

ldR. EARLY: Discretionary . 
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THE PRESID~: I suppose it could be done at the discretion of the De-

partment • J 
' 

~ Can you tell us anything about the Labor-Management Conference you are 

·' 
going to call next week? 

THE PRESIDENT: There will be a Labor-Management Conference next week, I 

think on Wednesday . I wanted to have it on Monday, but there were cer-

tain prior engage~ents of the people involved, and we have got, perhaps, 

to put it off to Wednesday. 

~ Have you selected ~Moderator, sir? 

THE PRESIDENl': No . Not yet. Perhaps I have, but he doesn't k~w, so I 

had better say "not yet" . 

MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President . 

Q Thank you , sir. 

MR. F . KLUCKHOHN: I shouldn't ask about what I know nothing about. 

THE PRESIDENT: . What? 
·#-'i 

MR. F . KLUCKHOBN: I shouldn't ask about what I know nothing about . 

THE PRESIDENl' : Yes . 

' 

... -'-

·. 

. .... 
·, 
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