CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #798
Zxecutive Office of the President

January 13, 1942 == 4.05 P.M.

THE PRESIDENT: (to Zarl Godwin) Haven't seen you for a long time.

MR, GODWIN: You have been .....? #Well, I shouldn't say! (laughter) I've
been around. .

THE PRESIDENT: (laughing) Not a word! Not a word!

VR. GODUIN: (to Mr, Early) Whet's in it? Uhat's in 117 (a large, round,
cardboard box on a side table) -

MR. EARLY: I don't lmcw; (investigates) A cake! For his birthday.
(laughter) Smells like frozen cheese.

Q@ Is it hermetically sealed?

¢ FRum flavorf?

. (the President saw hnne O'Hare McCormick standing in the fronot

row, and shook hands with and said Hello to her)

ME. DOMNALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have had any news for a whole week, and I

don't expect to have any for another week, so that's all I have got

today.
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4 Can you tell us, sir, about your conference with lr. dillxie this morning?

THE PRESIDENT: Very nice talk with him.

sl

& You discussed the War Labor Board? Jﬁ
THY PRESIDENT: I had a very nice talk with him. (laughter) .E
@ Mr. President, through the office of your Secretary, there is some .E
indiecation that you will draw up & list of umpires to work in connection _§

¥

with the 7ar Labor Board, =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.




#798 == 2 072

Q& (continuing) =-- and it is reported on that list are the names of Farley,
Al Smith, and Charles Lvens Hughes. Is that correct, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I would put it this way -- I hope so.

¢ Hope?

THE PRISIDENT: I haven't seen the list. You know more about it than I do.

@ Can you say anything about price control today?

THE PREGIDENT: 1hat?

Q@ Can you say anything about price control?

TﬁE PRESIDENT: You mean on this bill?

Q Yes, sir. =

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think you probably all got it. I had the -- asked
the House copferees here this morninz and pointed out to them that --
two things, in my judgment, -- two essential facts.

The first was that the overwhelming majority of farmefs of the
United States, in every section of the country, do not vant to be ac-
cused of starting the kind of a spiral that in the long run will be
expensive ané costly to them, and to everybody else in the United States.
They don't want to be responsible for having so called "farm leaders"
upset the entire applecart of our war effort.

And the second point is, that if this O'liahoney &menﬂmeﬁt should
by some chance become law, that it would start a spiral more quickly
then any other ﬁhing that has been suggested, and would saddle this
nation with a muen larger debt to meet -- for this géneratinn, and for
future generations -- than any other method that I can think of.

Furthermore, thet it would be playing directly into the hands of

the people who are not engaged in faruing, but who are engaged in mak-

ing things in factories, etcetera, and so would demand wage increases
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because of the inaréasad cost of living that would necessarily result
frum the O'Mahoney amendment ., And we all know, from history, that when
the cost of foodstuffs goes up, other things go up too, and the farmer
himself suffers from that increased cost of living just as much as
anybody.alsé in the country. Well, that's the whole story in a nut-
shell.

¢' Do you feel the same vay about the Bankhead amendrent?

THE PRESIDENT: What is that?

€ This other one that gives the Secretary of Agriculture the power to veto?

THE PRESIDENT: I told them that I thought it was thoroughly unsound, to
gilve two Govermment officials -- one the rizht to make a decision, and
the other one the right to veto it. It is campletely unsound adminis-
trative procedure, and in the last analysis it throws it back on the
shoulders of the President himself, because if I have two subordinates
in my Administration who are vetoing each other, it ultimately comes
back to me. And of cpurse, they want -- if they want to do that, I sup-
ﬁusa I will have to take it, but it is completely unsound.

& Mir. President, does it actually give one of them a veto over your acts?

THE PREISIDENT: No, because I can fire either ome. (loud laughter)

Q Ifr. Freé&d&nt, can we quote that?

@ (interposing) !lr. President ---

€ (continuing) I say, Mr. President, can we ouote that item, "I can fire
either one"?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

¢ Can we quote that, "I can fire either one," I think? It would do more
good than anything else.

TEE PREZIDENT: Yes. I think that's all right.
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Q Speaking of vetoes, lir. President, have you any thouéht that you might
not sign a bill that would carry =---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) We haven't got even to a remote thought of
action of that kind, We don't think of things like that until a bill
is passed in both Houses.

Q Mr. President, in comnection with firing, ¥Mr, -=- Secretary of Agriculture
wickard demanded this division of authority apparently, without saying
anything to anybody else, sir? )

THE PRESIDENT: Hé says the press is all wrong on that. I got a 1etter.frém
him, and he accuses the press of completely misunderstanding and mis-
quoting his pcsiticnl_ You will have to work it out.

¢ What is the date of the letter, lir. President?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

(, What is the date of the letter?

THE PRESIDENT: Today. (laughter)

LR. GODWIN: lr. President, I gt a four-page statement from his office, and
I can't tell where he stands on the thing yet.

THE PRESIDENT: Iﬁell, probably from his office, like when you et something
fpom Steve. That doesn't mean it's from me, does it? L

Q lr. President, what did the House conferees say about your position?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think they were pretty gympathetic.

Q lr. President, was anything said about a limit on wages in connection with
the general piecture? ~

THZ PRESIDENT: No, no.

¢ Does that fit into it at all?

THE PRESIDENT: If the bill went through it would, in the C'Mahoney amendment

form -- it would mean a scramble for vho could get the most for prices
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of crops and prices of wages. TE\

& Would you call it then a bill to encourage inflation?

THE PRESIDENT: What? : -

@ Would you call 1t then a bill to encourage inflation?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I would say worse than that. I would say it is a bill
to compel inflation.

& Mr., President, referring to the matter of having two Government officials
vetoing each other, have you any plans to change your other setup,
the talk about a supply ministry and the organization of the war azenciles
in general?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have got any news on that today.

G Mr. President, the Lieutenant Governor of the Ietherlands Indies left
San Francisco for VWashington, and the Eritish allowed =-- through the
censorship -- a story that there were going to be conferences --
special conferences with Netherlands representatives here, and one
Netherlends officer might be named to this.Pacific high command., Can
you say anything about that?

THE FRESIDENT: Oh no. I don't think there is any news on that. On this
guestion of a vast area of that kind, you know, you have all sorts of
things that, aquite frankly, the average person wouldn't understand.

The problem, for instance -- between who? == what? == strategical
comnand -- technical command -- all kinds of techniecal things of. that
. kind. I don't think there is any =-- I couldn't write a story on it if
I tried, because I am learning all the time.
€ lr. President, could you ~-- could you clarify statements that have been
‘made about direct dealings between the United States and Australia?

THE PRESIDENT: Direct what?
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Q Direct dealings between the United States and Australia?

THE PRESIDENT: Why sure. Direct dealings right along -- have been for
quite a long while.

@ That was my impression, but there was same story in the paper this morn-
ing about ---

THE PRESITENT: (interposing) Nothing new on it. We talk to the Australians
every dey in the week, and have been right along.

¢ In that connection, Mr., President, it is revorted that they are going
to gsend some military or naval men here to supplement the present re-
presentation, Can you say anything about that?

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't -- I wouldn't limit that to Australia. There are
going to be people from -- military and naval men from mearly all of
the United Nations who will be doing the same thing.

& Will they come at the same time?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

& Will they come at the same time?

THE PRESIDENT: No, just in the normal course.

w Will they remain here, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: TWhat? 2

€ Most of them will remain here, siri

THE PRESIDENT: Some will, and some won't. I don't know.

& It is also reported, Xr. President, that the Prime linister of Australia
may come here for =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I hadn't heard that.

& Any other high political figures coming from there?

THE FRESIDENT: Qo what?

& High political figures caming from there?
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THE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of.

Q@ Can you tell us what you talked about with the Australian Minister this
ﬁorning?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, what we have been talking about ever since the 7th of
December.

& Defense of the Southwestern Pacifie?

THE PRESIDENT: The defense of the Democracies of the world.

5 Nr. President, a Boston newspaper, a few days ago, sald that -- carried

| a atnrf that ex-Colonel Lindbergh is gping to see you =-- coming down to
Jashington. Is there anythins to that?

TiE FPRESIDENT: It must be a Boston newspaper. (laughter)

Q MNr. President, you talked to the two District Cﬁairmen this morning.

Is there any change in poliey, 83 a result of that transfer of Govern-
ment departments?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Of course, I think one thing =- put it this way -- let
me use this as "background," for the benefit of the Wasiington papers,
and I don't think I need even say "other papers please copy," because
they are not frightfully interested -- (turning to Earl Godwin): with
all due deference -- but the -- the general proposition is this,

The country hos not -- especially Washington =-- has not waked up
to the idea that there are zoing to be a lot more peonle coming down
-=- a great many more -- in the next six months to a year. 4And even
if we build all of the licCarran plan, and the Jennings Handolph plan,
;é would still have to eliminate some of the employees and agencles,
and so forth and so on, from Washington to have enough room. I don't
think people wisuslize the number of people that are going to come here

in the next six months, so even if we build we will still have to carry
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through some kind of plan to take some people out of Washington. So

put it this way, which is more polite, we may both be right. (laughter)

Q@ Is it possible there will be some modifications in order?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I don't think so. I don't know why. If somebody would
give me an agency that was pleading to get out of town, I might con-
sider it. But I haven't found anything yet. I have been asking after
that last week and the week before, "Please give me some department or
agency that wants to move." (laughter)

MR. GODWIN: It was a legal matter which Senator MeCarran suggested, which
mey have no bearing at all. He seemed tolthink that possibly the Bud-
get Bureau, and that means you too, had no authority -- no legal
authority to order some of these things ocut. Did.that come up at all?

THE PRESIDENT: MNo, that did not come up.

¥R. GODWIN: Does that interest yﬂﬁ at all?

THE PRESIDENT: Not a bit.

IR; GODNIN: Nay I ask you a question? If all these people are coming in,
is there anything that you know about adequate plans for adequately
housing them -- the defense housing, or some of your projects -- hous-
ing rrograms?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we are doing lots of them, as you know.

YR, GODWIN: “-Somebody has that in mind for this same number of people?

THE PRASIDENT: Oh my, Yes. All you have to do is drive around.

¥R, T. REYNJLDS: Mr. President, there are raﬁnrts that ilr. William Batt
is warking.as sort of unoffieial, or official, head of = spscial com-
mittee, crlcauncil, within the 0.P.M., or beyond 0.F.i., 1o coordinate
the defense effort with that of Great Britain in an economic manner.

Is there anything to that?
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't know., UNever heard of it, Tom.
t VR. GODWIN: How about it? Thani you, lir. President.
- Q@ Thank you, Mr. President.
MES. ANNE O'HARE McCORMICK: Did Churchill leave you a hat? (indicating
the large, round, cardboard box on the side table)
THE PRESIDENT: hat?
WRS. ANNE O'HART MeCORJICK: Did Churchill leave you a hat?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
VES. ANNE O'HARE MNeCORMICK: I don't know what that is.
THE PRESIDENT: It's a fruit cake.
MRS. ANNE O'HARE HeCORMICK: I thought it was some kind of cake.
THE PRESIDENT: It's for Christmas.
URS. ANNE O'HARE leCORMICK: You are looking wonderful.
‘ THE PEESIDENT: I'm fine -- fine.

wR, IRVING BRANDT: I bet you haven't missed me for the last few months?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

vR. IRVING BRANDT: I bet you haven't missed me for the last few months?
(the President laughed) I am working for the Chicago Sun now.

THE PRESIDENT: I know it. I know it.

‘ (Notebook VII-P.C. -- Page 1)
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THE FRESIDENT: (in a whisper, and waving his hand) Good morning!

(R. GODWIN: Good worning!

MR. DOMALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: You will have to blame Steve., (Mr. Early) I haven't got
anything. Not a thing. Dean, have you got anytiing?

IR. GODNIIN: Mo, sir. I have a letter which says, "For God's Sake, stop
speaking about budgets. You are nothing but a big blow-hard." (laughter,
and some hand-clapping)

© lir. President, would you care —--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I feel that way about myself.

{ Mr. President, would you care to comment on the proposed international

hizhway to Alaska that Mr., Daniels spoke about in Congress?

THE PRESIDENT: I have a query out. Somebody is trying to find out. Just
what the status of it is, I don't know. I don't think they are in agree-
ment on the -- on the line,

. Could you make any comment on your talk on the Rivers and Harbors ap-
provriations?

THE FRESIDENT: Put it this way. I talked this morning with qulite a number
of them, and as one of them directly said, the country as a whole --
we have sald it == the country as a wvhole, even lkembers ol Congress,
even writers of newspapers, don't lnow the difference between an ap-
proovriation and an authorizetion. Same old story. 4And a whole lot

of peorle have been getting the idea that this bill that is out on the

floor now, for 900 million dollars, is an appropristion bill, instead
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of an authorization bill, And as long as that sentient seems to -~
wyhat shall I say? -- it's a -- it's an incorrect belief -- as long as

tnat incorrect belief is out arcund the country, it may be the best

things to do is not to try to explain the thing, but instead of that to

leave out all the items thet are authorizations and are not immediate 1
defense needs. Comes to the same thing in the long run practically.

And merely -- we have been discussing -- this is not final -- we have

been discussing the possibility of mutting the bill into such form that

they would only authorize those things whieh are immediately needed for
defense, And I am working on that now, on thé basgis that the items

that are in the bill show those items which are considered immediately
necessary for defensa.

¢ (interposing) Could you name any =--

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And we are merely -- I won't speak about any
individual, because I haven't zot to it yet -- just started it this
morning -- trying to pick out those that we counsider absolutely neces-
sary for defense, and that would include -- that would include the
recommendations f;am the exrverts oﬁ that subject.

€ Mr. President, can you follow the same procedures on other authorization
bills?

THE PRESIDEIT: What kind?

% Public works, and roads, and you also nave authorization bills?

THE PREGIDENT: Yes, I would just as soon. Of course, in another way -- the
other side to it is thet if they pass authorization bills without any
-- any appropriations, it is understood there won't be any more -- any
appropriations at the end of the war, It will incrgase the size of my

old "kitty," whiei I am trying to enlarge all I possibly can, with the
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definite understanding thet the cupboard -- the "kitty" -- is of course
to be kept locked until after the war.

Q@ Does that mean there might be a supplemental Rivers and Harbors ap-
propriation -- authorization?

THE PRUSIDENT: As I say, it doesn't really make an awful lot of difference
one way or tﬁﬂ other, as long as it is definitely understood that none
of the money is going to be spent. It is up to Congress. I shan't
question one way or the other.

€ Would they ha%a to recall that bill to Committee, or ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) That I don't know. I don't know. I merely
-- that is legislative procedure. 1 am merely doing my end.

@ Mr. President, some of the Chinese, and some others, seem to be worried
about statements that have been made that Hitler is the chief enemy,
in the sense that they are afraid that means too little supplies for
them. Is there anything you could say?

THE PRESIDENT: 1 don't think anybody should have any fear at all. Wie are
doing the best we can. .

1.ISS MAY CRAIG: Mr. President, now that the submarines are blowling up the
tankers, will -you build pipe lines?¥

TH= PRESIDENT: ihet's that? No, we might build blimps. (laughter)

@ {interposing) Iir. President ---

¢ (interposing) lr. President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) It doesn't -- the two things don't go together,
tay. Tney don't go together, necessarily.

LI5S 1AY CRAIG: Why not?

THE PRESIDENT: They just don't.

 Mr. President, could you tell us what the pature of the mission is that
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you have assigned to Secretary -- former Secretary of War Hurley?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think -- the Army said Le iad been taken in and
civen a mission. I think tha£‘s all that can be said.

€ Mr., President, the comment, and rarticularly the remarks you made &
couple of weeks ago, about not exranding more plants, nas caused a lot
of excitement, agitation, and uneasiness on the dest Coast., Can you
7o ahead and say anything further about the policy, particularly with
recard to evacuation of the Coast?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't «<now anything about evacuation of the Coast.

¢ Removal of existing plants?

THE PRESIDENT: No. The system that has begn_worked on is not removal of
plants, but it is the building up of substitute places to go to 1n
cases of necessity.

% Does thet also mean there will be no further expansion of any existing
plants of industries?

THE PRESIDENT: mﬁot necessarily, lo.

€ (interposing) Doecs it mean the ---

THE PRESIDENT: ~(continuing) o, not necessarily. There may be excertions
to the rule, where it is the only place we can do it.

6 lr. President, would you comment, sir, on the proposal that peace negotia-
tions be resumed between the A,F.L. and C.I1.0.7

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know enough about it. I only have heard what I
have read. i

¢ lr. President, have you =-- there are revorts in fio today that you have
conferred by telephone with the Argentine President?

THE Pfﬂijiiﬁﬂfr: Ho.

& lr. Presiacent, could you tell us anything about_your conversation with
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General Van Mook, the Dutch ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Part of the general -- general work of plan-
ning.

Q He told us that you had given him some encouragement that a real effort
was being made to move supplies and reinforcements to that area?

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes, yes.

@ (continuing) DNo amplification --- ¥

THE PRESIDENT: That is quite correct. Oh, No. Off the record, of course,
for a very simple reason, I couldn't -- I would like to be able to say
to you that such and such things are moving. Immediately the; become
liable to attack. I can't even say that. I can't tell you when a
thing is on the way. I keep -=- I can't even tell you for quite a long
time after a thing gets there, because they might try to get the ship
on the way home. Those things really have to be kept very dark. All I
can say is that very excellent progress is being made.

¢ Mr. President, there are a good many people on the street, and in the
Press, asking what has happened to the Navy with regard to these sub-
marine attacks. Can you say anything about that?

THE PRESIDENT: Only that the -- the only answer would be to invite them to
the room that shows the location of every Navy sﬁip, and I couldn't do
that. (laughter)

MR. P. BRANDT: &kr. President, we were told you were making what we call
"ataff studies.," Can you give us anything of the nature and the pro-
gress on those?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Pete, I would say they cover pretty nearly the whole
ground. Again, it is terribly hard for me to talk. They involve the

-= the offensive and the defensive in -- what? -- every -- every
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continent and every one of the Seven Seas.

Q Well, does that include taking up the -war supplies council?

THE PRESIDENT: It includes all of war supply =- moving of things from one
part of the world to another part of the world, moving ships, and mov-
ing human beings. And to particularize -- Gosh -- I would like %o, but
I don't see how I can.

¢ (interposing) TWell, --=

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) You can almost assume that if you look at a
map of the world that we are doing something there. (lauzhter)

o Yes. liell, could you say that an inter-Allied, or joint commission, or
committee, are being set up?

THE PRESIDENT: _Thay are all -- they are all in existence.

0 wWill there be any announcement on that?

THE PRESIDENT: I doubt that. They shift frum time to time.

Q Mr, President, you were asked about the question on the Chinese statement
by Dr. Sun Fo. Have you made any corrective comment to the Chinese
ﬁmhaasadnr?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think he has made eny comment. I don't think it is
necessary. I think he understands the situation very well.

Q@ Mr. President, do you think the Army and Navy should continue acceptance
of voluntary enlistments, in view of the expanded Selective Service
program?

THE PRESIDENT: We are having a meeting on that -- I think it is on to-
morrow or Thursday -- on that very auestion.

Q With whom are you meeting, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: “het? With the Army and Navy.

@ Mr. President, do you think there is any connection between the presence
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of these German submarines off our coast, and the Rio Conference?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Didn't I mention about three weeks -- a month ago --
that they wﬁuld soon be off our ecoast? I think so.

MR, GODWIN: Yes.

& Mr. President, do you think that is an effort by them to withdraw our
warships from the Atlantic patrol?

THE FRESIDENT: No.

€ Thank you, Mr. President.

IR. GODWIN: Thank you, lir. President.

‘ (Notebook VII-P.C. =- Page 13)
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CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference #800

Executive Office of the President
January 23, 1942 -- 10,50 AM,

@ Good morning, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: How is everybody this morning?

@ A1l right, thank you.

THE PRESIDENT: (to Mr. Early) What was the name of that pieture, "Corsi-

can ===" what?

9

MR, EARIY: "Corsican Brothers."

THE PRESIDENT: "Corsicen Brothers"?

IR, EARIY: "Corsican Brothers."

THE PRESIDENT: Yes., If you fellows ever get an hour off, go and see

"Corsican Brothers." I stayed awake half the night after it.

& Lieutenant Fairbenks?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

Gosh, it's a good show. Old-fashioned melodramsa.

Gee, I laughed.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have got a thing this morning.

"

Q@ Mr. President, can you clear up these many reports that have been pub-

lished regarding your conferences with various labor leaders =--

THE PRESIDENT:

(interposing) I haven't got any news on it.
@ (continuing) --- as to a peace plan ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I supposed somebody would ask the question.

I haven't got any news on it at all.
Q Eﬂﬂﬁtinuing] Can you confirm whether ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I am afraid I haven't =---

@ (interposing) =--- whether Green was here, or Murray ---
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THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I am afraid I haven't got any =---
Q (interposing) Is no news good news, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Is no news good news?

THE PRESIDENT: Not guessing.

@ Mr, President, have you received the report on Pearl Harbor?

THE PRESIDENT: No, mo. I understand it is due very shortly.

Q@ And will it be made available, likely?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I haven't the faintest idea.

Q Mr. President, the -- some of the political parties in Puerto Rico pro-
té;ted against Governor Tugwell. Have you received that protest?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know., Have I, Steve?

MR. EARIY: Not to my knowledge.

THE PRESIDENT: Not to Steve's knowledge, or mine. I am afraid it's a very
barren day today. (laughter)

Q Mr. President, do you believe that the problem of Federalization of un-
employment -- unemployment insurance compensation should be settled at
the same time you settle the 300-million-dollar appropriation for
automobile workers?

THE PRESIDENT: You mean on State participation? Well, they are related
but they are distinet -- they are distinet problems. And that is a
question, of course, for the Hill, whether they put them into ome bill
or separate them.

€ Mr. President, have you been informed of the nature of the compromise
arrived at by the conferees on the Price Control bill?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I have no.idea, except what I read in the paper this

morningz. I have had no word from them.

i

P R L S TP BTN [NE RS S " S I




#800 -- 3 089

Q Would you comment on the basis of what you read in the paper this morn-
ing?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I don't think so.

Q Mr. President, are you hopeful of Argentina signing this agreement?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know enough sbout it. You would have to agk the
State Department. (laughter)

Q Mr. President, have you selected the new Ambassador to Moscow yet?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet, No.

Q Do you expect to shortly, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

@ Do you expect to shortly?

THE PRESIDENT: "Hope Springs Eternal." (laughter)

Q Mr. President, is there anything on the new Ambassador to Colombia %o
succeed lMr, Braden?

THE PRESIDENT: i -= I would hate -- frankly, I don't know.

Q Thank you.

Q@ (interposing) Mr, President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I have forgotten. (laughter) —'

Q@ Have you signed the Lanham Housing bill yet?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

Q Is there any news on the concentration of the organizations into two
agencies that you spoke of a month ago?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got anything. They are going to give me a report
very soomn.

Q Mr. President, since we saw you, you have seen the Lieutenant Governor
of the Dutch East Indies. Could you tell us anything about that, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so., Might get into the military and naval




field then,

¥R, D. CORNELL: Thank you, Mr, President. (laughter) r

THE PRESIDENT: I feel like saying, "Thank you for what?" (more laughter)
I

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you for what!l

MR, EARLY: (to the President) You have seen them since you saw, and talked

to the Press sbout, the Lieutenant Governor.
~ THE PRESIDENT: I what?
MR, BEARLY: You talked to the Press 1n your last Press Conference.

THE FRESIDENT: I did. Yes, yes.

. (lotebook VII-P.C. =-- Page 21)
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CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference 801
Executive Office of the President

January 27, 1942 =-- 4.05 P.l.

THE PRESIDENT: (to Mr, S. E. Thomason, publisher of the Chicago Timaﬂ}
You w111 be pleaa;d to know that this newspaperman sitting on the sofa,
named Lowell Mellett == We are taking over the press. We are putting
somebody on everybody's desk, so it will be all right. No diserimina-
tion. Doing it with all the newspapers.

(then to Mr. Early) Have you got anything, Steve?

MR. EARLY: No, Mr. President,

THE PRESIDENT: Let them come,

KR. SIMIONS: (to the President) Do’ you want the cake lighted? (A.F.L.
birthday cake presented at lNoon to the President by the Hon., William
Green)(60th Birthday Anniversary of the President -- Diamond Jubilee)

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Light it up.

MR, ZARLY: (to Mr. Simmons) Bill, throw open the door, too.

MISS D. FLEESCH: Iook at all the sugar!

THE PRESIDENT: You want a plece of cake?

MISS D. FLEESON: I'd love it.

TEE FRESIDENT: Got to be a good girl before you can have a plece of that
cake. (laughter)

MR, EARLY: (aside) Stay after school.

MR. GOIWIN: How much sugar was in that cake, do you suppose? (laughter)
Was it real sugar?

THE PHESIDEHT: That's an "A.H." cake -- Anti-Henderson. (more laughter)

MR. GODWIN: (to Mr. Early) What did you say, Steve?

MR. EARLY: Stay after school. (laushter) -

E
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'PHE PRESIDENT: (holding up a small medallion of stained glass) See that?
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It's out of the Emashed glass in the House of Commons. HRather nice.

House of Commons in London.

MR. GCDWIN: Smashed, you say? Smashed?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Pieces picked up from the floor.

MR, DONALDSON: All in. 8

MR. BARLY: Not after the speech? Couldn't get it that cuick. Not after

today's speech?

THE PRESIDENT: No. That's the -other House of Commons.

T think -- I don't think I have anything at all. Everybody in the

front row was looking at this very nice piece of glass to hang in the
window. (holding it up again) That came from smashed glass -- stained

glass in the Chember of the House of Commons in London, at the time 1t

was bombed.

€ Where did you get it, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: The Ambassador (British Ambassador Lord Halifax) gave it

to me just now.

% Who did, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: The Ambassador.

MR. GODWIN: The Ambassador.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have got anything else.

Q What news did he give you, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: None at all. None at all.

8 Mr. President, ;a a result of the Roberts report, has there been any uni-
fication of our Army and Navy commands, regionally or otherwise?

THE PRESIDENT: Not as a result of the Roberts report, but there has been

very great progress made in unifying command. Going on now for the last
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couple of months.

¢ Nr. Fraﬁident,-will there be any more reports or any more action on the
Roberts report of seeming dereliction on the part of Operations and
Intellizence? Will there Pe any study made of that?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I have begun studying the thing, and I am waiting
now to have a second -- another conference with the Secretary of War
and Secretary of the Navy. That is all I can tell you at the present
time.

€ You had one conference with them?

TEE PRESIDENT: I talked to them over the telephone twice, and then on some
other work.

¢ lr. President, Prime iinister (Eamon) De Valera (of Hire) has protested
acainst the landing of our troops?

THE PRESIDENT: On what ground?

@ I don't know, sir,

THE PRESIDENT: Neither do I.

< I wondered if you could comment?

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't know he had protested. I would like to know on
what ground.

& That he was not infommed in advance,

THE PRESIDENT: TWhat?

. On the graunq that he was not consulted in advance.
THE PRESIDENT: Really? (lauzhter)

i On the ground Ireland is an indivisible unit.

THE PRESIDENT: Live and learn.

2 Without polities.

THE PRESIDENT: What? 7Yes.

e S
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T don't think I have got any news at all. It's awful. It's the
second time running. Remember what happened the other day? (laughter)
We just ran out of news after the first minute. Have you got anything?

Q Have you got any views? Maybe wé could have same views, if you haven't
gny news?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Maybe we could have some views if you haven't any news?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know ---

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) Mr. ---

@ (interposing) Mr. President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I have got an awful lot of views, and I am not
allowed to express them except to myself, in my sleep. (laughter)

@ Mr. President, in the three boards that were set up jointly, there is no
mention of economic warfare. Will there be consolidation or cooperation
between Milo Perkins and (Vice President) Wallace, on economic warfare,
and the British?

THE PRESIDENT: Pete, I don't know. You know scomething? I tell you, frankly,
that is the first time that I have had the sub ject sugzested.

Q_ I know they were working together.

THE PRESIDENT: It's not so bad. They are working together, I know.

Q@ I was wondering if there was going %o be any organization on 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: I -~ I rather dnuﬁt it. I think they will just keep on
working together, and on certain things like raw materials they will be
taken care of. On the raw materials, of course, all three boards -- I
réaﬂ a stupid piece in the paper, something aﬁout one board belng more

important than the other two. Of course the three of them are absolutely

essential to each other, You couldn't have an allocation of munitions
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board unless you had munitions, and you couldn't get munitions unless
you had raw meterials, and you couldn't move the allocations unless you

had ships. So "dictum ad absurdum" each partner is ecually important

with the other.

£ Mr. President, do you think the Irish people have any reason to feel con-
cerned ===

THE PRESIDENT: (interposingz) Now wait. Listen. (laughter) I am not
going to lay myself open to stories in the columns and other things
like that, by expressing my opinion of the dear Irish. I am part
Irish myself, so it's all right. ]

€& I merely thnught; sir, that President De Valera's speech to the Irish

veople said there vas scmetlding to be concerned about, and I thought

perhaps you could clear that ---
‘ THE FRESIDENT: (interposing) There isn't anything to be concerned about,

except the protection of Ireland.

& What do you think of inviting him over here?

THE PRESIDENT: I would love to have him. He 1s an old friend of mine.

&, Considerable has been said on the other side about the purposes of the --=

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) About what? |

Q@ (continuing) --- about the purpose of this movement into Ireland, by the
Prime Minister, and by the British Air Minister. I was wondering if
you couldn't say something about this for us?

THE PRESIDENT: For the development and carrying on of the war toward eventual
victory.

&, For instance, it was said yesterday that this is a vanguard. Do you loock

on this as a vanguard?

. THE PRESIDENT: Somebody said it was an A.E.F., but I think at the present
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time that we have =- oh -- around different parts of the world --
somewhere around six, eight ér ten axpaditihnary forces. It seems
gsort of silly to say it is an A.E.F.

However, that is the policy of some people, &s you know, because
iﬁ-ﬁacks up their policy prior to December 7, so they have to go back
to try and carry out the same policy by calling this an AEF. As 1
say, tQHra are six, eight or ﬁan A,E.F.8 at the present time that are
outside the United States, sé)you can pay your money and take your choice.
You can label one of them an A.E.F., and you can label another one some-
thing -- some other fancy ﬁama.

Q@ Are all those A,E,F.s in locations which everyone knows?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Oh No. Oh Lord, No. You didn't think I would tell
you? (laughter)

Q Have they arrived at their destination?

THE PRESIDENT: Do you think I would say that?

MR, GODWIN: MNr. President, has this study of your -- which you spoke of ==
has this unified command gone so far as to -- for consideration of a
dep&rtment of defense combining War and Navy?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh No.

MR, GODWIN: Thet is, you have not got -- it hasn't got to that point?

Q Mr. President, Nr. Churchill told the House of Commons today that there
would -be set up in London and in Washington inter-Allied Couneild™ Is
there anything you can tell us about that? '

THE PRESIDE%?: Well, that is developing very nicely. It is coming along

- very gobd in bcth.places, and several other places too.

@ Nr. President, I notice you said that the unification had been going on

for a couple of months. Was that on recommendations of;Er. Churchill?
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THE PRESIDENT: No. It had nothing to do with it.

& Mr. President, could you say anything about progress in getting supplies

to the Far Bast?

THE FRESIDENT: We are making very good progress.
Q Men, as well as materiel, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

& I understood that was supplies. How about men?

THE PRESIDENT: I would call it "helf.“ That is a broad word.

& Mr. President, can you tell us anything -- kr. President, can you tell us
anything about this new C.I.0. -- A.F.L. committee that was set up at
your sﬁggestion?

THE PRESIDENT: They are coming in on the -- what is it? -- 5th of February,
for the first meeting?

‘ MR. BARLY: Thursday.

THE PRESIDENT: Thursday, the 5th of February.

@ MNr. President, what is your function in connection with that committee?
Do you consult with them, or do you serve as an arbiter?

THE PRESIDENT: No. No. No. You got the idea all wrong. This committee
== and one reason why I like the membership of it, it is the kind of a
committee that if it was a little warmer we would =-- we could sit around
the table and take our coats off, and just have -- let our hair down,
and talk to each other. That's all.

& (interposing) That's been the trouble. They have been teking their coats
ﬁff. (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, the trouble has been in the past that they have, on these
formal things. These will be just informal gatherings from time to time

1 -- no specified times -- to talk over the general situation. Now that
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is literally all, but you do want to have on & committee of that kind,

péopla that you are -- that you call by their first names, and canp have
that kind of a get-together, around-the-table meeting. You wa;t tn-be

-abia to have the kind of a meeting where you won't have a stenographer

present.

Q@ Mr. President, have you denided on the Alien Property situation? Who is
going to handle it? |

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I guess that will come along. I don't know when -- another

A weelk or two -- three weeks. No particular hurry about it, because there
is no immediate emergency. It is going along pretty well the way it is.
As time goes on it will become, as it did in the World War, more important
and probably be set up possibly as a separate agency.

VR, GODWIN: Mr. President, have you anything further to say about aid of any
sort to the Dutch East Indies and Australia? You made some remark
about 1t.

THE PRESIDENT: Just the same thing., We are sending gll the help we can as
fast as we can to that whole area.

o (interposing) Mr. President =--

TR PRESIDENT: (continuing) I don't see any reason why you people shouldn't
use for that area, and try and popularize, a very short term for the
Southwestern Pacific, which is very long. It's what we have been call-
ing it now for a couple of months -- calling it the "Abda" area --
American, British, Dutch, Australian. :

. Short for rabracadabra? Llaughter].“

THZ PRESIDENT: Yes. Abda area. It's a very simple word to learn, and it

doesn't go up to the -- to Indo-China, or the -- or Siam, or Burma, or

China itself. That's enother separate area.
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MR. GODWIN: Thank you, Mr. President.

{ Thank you, Mr. President.

(NOTEBOOK VII-P.C. -- Page 26)
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CONFIDENTIAL
Press Conference {802
Executive Office of the President
Jenuary 30, 1942 == 11.05 &M |
(today was the President's 60th birthdey)
(Mr. Leon Hemderson, Office of Price Administration, and Lir.
J. Lionberger Davis, were guests at this Press Conference)
Q How does it feel to be gixty?
(the President made no oral reply)
THE PRESITENT: Rather late, They throw things at me at the last mizute.
¥R, GODJIN: Are you late? (looking st his watch)
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
MR. GODWIN: Oh, raally?
THE PRESIDENT: I apologize.
VR, GODWIN: Ilappy birthday, anyhow. Have you seen these automobile stamps?
THE PRUSIDENT: Yes. I saw one. ot in my collection, but in my car.
2R. GUDIIN: Do you have to have one? N
THE PRESIDENT: Sure I do. I have got ome car and two trucks at Hyde Fark.
MR. GODYIN: Oh, that's right.
TYT PRESIDENT: I had to ask the man up there to buy some.
n How are your tires, lir. President? -
MR, GODWIN: (interposing) How are your =--
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

, How are your tires?

X

R. GODWIN: (interjecting) Tires.

THE PRESIVENT: On ome truck they will last six nénths. On another truck they

T T e T

will last a ﬁear. I haven't bought any new ones.

¢ Aren't going to either?
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THZ PRESIDENT: I don't know. I don't know.

LiR. GODWIN: Do you think you could get one?

THE FRESIDENT: What?

liR. GODWIN: Do you think you could get a tire?

DORALDSON: A1l 4in.

PRESIDENT: I doubt if I could for my own personal use, I doubt it.

GODRIN: I don't think you can.

FPRESIDENT: I am sorry to ba late, but I have had things thrown at me at
the last minute.

Somebody raised the question about continuing to give foreign relief
without naming any organizetion or any country. My feeling is that there
are working on our side a great -- a géod many nations who need things
for their eivilian population, let us say, need warm clothing -- haven't
had wool for a long time -- and that our present efforts to get things
to them should be continued without any cuestion. Of course that is
merzing almost automatically with -- it might be called luxuries for our
ovn Army and Navy boys, things that they don't get in the regular handout
from the Army and Navy in the way of warm clothing -- sweaters and things
like that. DBubt we certainly ought not to cut off our help that we have
given to other nations at this time. In other words, it's all part of
the comon war effort, and we ought nnt-¥o discriminate. I suppose
that -- just one word thet deseribes the situation, and that is the
word "give."

MR. GCDWIN: (eside) Give.
THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) We have all got tc "give."™ e have got to keep

up our own domestie things like, for instance, the infantile paralysis

drive, and a great neny other drives -- hospital drives, charity drives
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of all kinds. And we have got to -- instead of cutting off anything --
just "give" a little bit more. That includes these different organiza-
tions that are pretty well tied in together at the present time in
cooperation with the Red Cross, and working through the -- I have for-
gotten the name of the committee -- the Joe Davies'! committee.

MR. GODNIN: (interjecting) Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) In other words, approved organizatinna.

Q@ Mr. President, does this ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

Q@ Does that apply particularly to the relief of Occupied countries?

§ EREurope, is that?

TEE PRESIDENT: You can't -- you can't say Yes or lio on that. Some of the --
most of the Occupied countries we can't get anything into.

4 (interjecting) Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) A political thing.

0 Mr. President, would that apply to Viechy?

THE PRESIIENT: What?

¢ To Unoccupied France?

THE PRISIDENT: wWhere we can get things in, and were we are sure of distribu-
tion. That is another thing that I will have to give you, as --= without
attribution or anything else =-- I do know we have sent quite a lot of
food to the children of France, on the -- on the assumption that it
would be deliveréd through non-governmental sources like the Quakers,
and the Red Cross, etcetera.

And the experience has not been & hundred percent satisfactory.

Some of the food thet we have sent over there, most unfortunately has

been put on a train, in liarseilles. #nd the train started, ostensibly

o
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bound for an Unoccupied part of France where they needed food for the
children, and the train went right on going =-- into Germany.

So the thing has got to be awfully carefully checked. Now we
certainly at this time cannot afford to send food to an enemy country.

=

@ Is that an isolated instance, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Have you had more than one instance?

THE PRESIDENT: There have been a number of small instances. This was
rather a large instance.

MR. GODWIN: MNr. President, did you have something more that you wanted to

say to us?
THE PRESICENT: I have got quite a lot of things.

I have just signed the Price Control bill. #nd lir. Henderson says,
in recommending that I sign it, that it mekes an honest woman out of
him. And when . signed it, I said to him it makes an honest woman out
of me too. In other words, it's Congressional authorization for carry-

ing out certain things which are inherent in a war gituation. He gave

. me a little memorandum wiich I can talk to you on, and then this after-
noon Leon (Henderson) and Steve (Barly) are zoing to work out for you
something that is a little bit longer, in the way of an analysis of what
can be done, and what can't be done.

Leon says, "A. The bill is worth hoving. B. It is another valu-
able tool to use, in conjunction with other tools, for the control of
inflation == other tuuia such as taxation, and savinzs, and rationing.”

The frameworf of the bill is zood. Now this is me talking. The

frame#urk of the bill is good, because it provides for responsibility

in @ single Administrator, and a workable set of administrativa'pro—

R T R TS LS. - 5y
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cedures. The enforcement provisions of the bill are good. We == the
Administrator may license persons who are subject to the Act, and may
if necessary secure compliance with the Act through eriminal proceed-
ings and injunections. In addition to that, consumers themselves may
bring suits for treble damages azainst sellers who violate the maximum
price regulations. In other words the bill has got tae;h in i%.

Third, on the whole the rent provisions of the bill are good. If
State or local authorities fail or refuse to stabilize rents, the Ad-
miuistra;ar may move in and establish a system of rent control similar
to the system provided for the District of Columbia. That ought to be
a definite help in stabilizing the -- what might be called the cost of
living.

Fourth, there is a useful and important power given to the Ad=-
ministrator, who may buy and sell commodities, in order to obtain the
maximum necessary production.

Fifth, the maximum price provisions of the bill, in relation to
non-agricultural commodities, are good. 1n general =- this is a general
gstatement, Ve do not make -- call them exceptions. Irn general, the
price of commodities will be based on the levels that prevailed in the
Tirst helf of Cctéber, 1941, esdjusted for various factors of general
applicability and effect.

In regard to the agricultural commodities, there are certain limita-
tions which are not so gocd. The real danger -- there are & number of
rather technical matters in the agricultural provisions -- but the real
dangsr lies in the provision that no price shall be established belﬁw
110% of parity. The objective of course on that, of the Administration,

was after very, very many years to -- effort to bring the price of
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agricultural cuﬁmoﬂitiaa up to parity. we have been working at it for
over eight years. We have not attained the goal, except in a minority
of agricultural products, well, such as meat. And we had hoped that
the legislation would be in such form that we should seek an average of
parity.

This provision of not less than 110% of parity is a very definite
violation of an objective which had been sought for eight years by the

agricultural population of this country as the goal they set. And,

therefore, in regard to the cost of living, the 110% of parity pro-
vision is a threat to the cost of iivins, especially in view of the
fact that parity, as you know, is not a fixed amount. It's a relation-
gship of agricultural cost of living to the nonagricultural -- the indus-
trial and other cost of living. #nd, therefore, as the cost of living
. goes up the extra 10#% goes up, all of which is -- provides for & ten-
dency toward a rise in the cost of living, foodstuffs being a very
importarnt item in the average family.
And finally, the bill is certainly worth having. Perhaps 1t is
the best we could have got at this time. we will undoubtedly have %o
step on the toes of a lot of people, which is asain another inherent

factor in wartime, we hope by vigorous administration to fill in the

gaps in the legislation, and if necessary aglic Congress for amendments
whiech wili become more clear with the actual operation of the -- of the
bila. Having said that mouthful, I will now leave it up to Steve and
Leon to work out a method for tomorrow morning.

¢ Nr. President, is one of the things you are going to try to have corrected --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

. Q@ Is one of the things you are going to try to have Congress correct this
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big feature that you have called attention to?

THE FRESIDENT: If it is neceasary. If it seems necessary -- ask for amend-
ments, if in the operation of the bill the amendment is -- is important.

& Mr. President, might the land (?%7), in determining an increase in price,
tend to keep down the incresse in parity -- in the increase of parity?

THE PRESIDENT: In some things, Yes; and some things, No. Too general. You
can't tell.

UR. GODWIN: ?IB.'.LI, lMr. Fresident, isn't that power to buy and sell commodi=-
ties, which seems to be limited only by the size of the crop -- isn't
that a fair way of combating ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes, and then of course also the Farm Credit
Administration keeps right on going.

IR. GODWIN: Yes.

@ Air. President, authorized to buy and sell at the highest price fixed in
the bill, or some other bill? |

THE PRESIDENT: No. The objective is to keep the thing stable, between a
ceiling and a floor.

@ Then the recuirement is not to purchase agricultural commodities at 110%
of parity?

THE PRESIDENT: It derends entirely on the individual case.

Now let's see whet else we have got.

Q@ (interposing) Isn't there a rrovision in the bill, IIII'.. President, that
forbids buying and selling for the purpose of controlling prices? I
had an idea that that --- °

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) (turning to Leon Henr_lafson} Leon? I don't

know.

IR, LECN UZINDERSON: This provision relates to the agricultural commodities,
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- but there is no bar in this bill on the Commodity Credit Corporation's

operation. There is some confusion about that, but the legislative

history is wery, very clear. Brown == 3Senstor Brown made that very
clear, the day the Senate adopted the conference report.
THE PRESIDENT: I was mistaken. I said "Farm Credit." I meant "Commodity

Credit."

T e -Mw‘

& Mr. President, do you know yet who will be appointed Price Administrator?
{loud laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Eecce homo! (more laughter)

Q Mr. President, hasn't the -- wasn't the controversy -- the probable mis-
understanding between Secretary Wickzrd and Mr. Handeraon-been straight-
ened out? |

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there was so much to that controversy as scme

' people thought.

MR. LEQ UEDERSQN: I am seeing himat a quarter to twelve.

THE PRESIDENT: That?

1iR. LECN HZINDERSON: ir. President, lr. Wickerd and I are seeing each other
at a quarter to twelve.

THY PHUSIDENT: Then they will talk, to see who pays for lunch. (laughter)

@ +hat's the weight of the gloves?

¢ Mr. President, you spoke about inherent powers. Could those carry price
control beyond the provisions of the bill in any respect?

THE PRESIDENT: haven't thought of any. I haven't got any in mind. well,
for example, somebody gave me a memorandum here that somebody was golng
to ask me a cuestion about meving non-defense people out of Tlashington.

And it is a question of inherent powers. #nd I suppose if we were to

) make it very uncomfortable for the =-- what shall I call them? -- para-
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sites in Washington, the parasites would leave. There are a good many

parasites in Washington today. We all know that. (laughter) I don't
kmow whether th:t is an exercise of an inherent power ar not, but I am
inelined to think they would get out. (more laughter)

@ Power to requisition buildings?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.
R. GODWIN: MNr. President, that statement is based on, I think, based on

testimony that Mr. Palmer made hafnré the ==~

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes, yes.
MR. GODWIN: (continuing) =-- Buildings =-- Public Buildings (Committes). He
said that there were 80 == 100 thousand people had come here, and 85
thousand more were expected this year, and that you could -- that you
were evacuating about 12 thousand Government clerks, and that there was
a saturation point which the utilities -- that simply could not -- the
¢ity could not stand with its present size, its streets, streetcars, and

electric lights., This extra 73 thousand people would themselves bring

an impasse somewhers. +#nd this town is considerably upset about it.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I know whet I would do. I would write a story with a
headline -- large leadline -- in the Washington papers. The headline --
very simple -- go right in a -- a box -- rizht across the front page:

More You A Parasite?" (laughter) Now a lot of people in this town are

zoing to say, "I wonder if I am a parasite or not?" (more laughter)

IiR. GODNIN: Well, you =---
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

MR. GODWIN: (continuing) =-- you ought to appoint a "parasite commission."

we ecould clean house. (laughter) e could run some of them out.

THE PRESIDEND: We went into it in the Vorld /ar. Lots of people were personal

e ol W S N
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friends of mine’'who came down to Weshington and just had a good time --
didn't do a lick of work -- men and women.

LR, GODW¥IN: Well, 73 thousand of them? (laughter)

THE FRESIDENT: What? I don't know. I never coucted them, but there were an
awful lot around, and they clogged up the mctuml work -- war work of
the Government =-- the fact that they were here having a good time.

IR. GODWIN: Well, sericusly, Mr. President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) That is serious.

MR. GODWIN: [continu}nf;] ~-= what Yr. Palmer said was that we will ask people
to give up their homes and their offices ---

THE FRESIDENT: {interjecting} If they are parasites.

MR. GODWIN: (continuing) It will not be effective. You can't ask anybody
to give up his home or "is offies or go somewhere else. It's not a
zood thing, if you will pardon me for making a speech?

THE PRESIDENT: I heve got this memorandum -- I might as well read it. This
is from PFalmer. what Palmer said was that when the saturation point of
construction of housing had been reached in the District, the -- those
veople now living here not essential to the war effort should be asked
to move out. What Palmer had in mind was thet class of people who live
in wWashington because they like to live here for soccial reasons, or be-
cause their girl -- their children are going to school here. People who
live in 20-room houses on liassachusetts Avenue, for instance, occupying
homes there rather than Government or business --

IR. GODWIN: (aside) Swuner welles?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) =-- 21l such interests incident to the normal
furetioning ﬂi‘ the city. There is in effect now, under the war powers

of the President, the right for the President to takxe over dwellings,

)
i

stk LR S
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hotels, etcetera, if needed for any connection with.ththgr, and of

ecourse, under that he would have the right to take over smaller types of

accommodations. Thet answers the question.

MR. GUDHIH:. Yes. Whether you heve the right or not j; in wartime only?

THE PRESIDENT: That's right.

% Who would determine ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

2 Who would determine whe%her the occcupation is essential?

THZ PRESIDENT: Oh, I think I would appoint a committee from™the Press.
(lauzhter)

IR. GODJIN: That's ?i@t.

@& Is the Press essential?

THE PRESIDENT: wWhat? (laughter)

0 Mr. President, how about those on relief in Washington, who can‘f et jobs?
Will they be moved out? ]

THE PRESIDENT: 'That -- that -- that end of it is working out pretty well.
Most of them are employed, or they are people vwiio have been here for a
lorg, long time. #ell, just for example, one of the effects of the --
this is a loeal story, but it applies tc other places too =- you know the
blind here in Washington heve been provided, for the last seven or eight
years, with the right and with encugh capital to start a little stand
in Government buildings. #And they huve had a very large number of blind
people -- who would be on relief =-- running these stands. \ell, with
the coming of the war and lots more people, some of those blind people
who are runnlng stands -- newspapers, magazines, small kniekknacks, and

even some of the stands have coffee and sandwich stands -- tiey are mak-

ing 'so much money today that we put in additional stands, in order to
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' employ more blind people.

Well, the net result of that action is thet there are -- there is a
shortage of blind people in the District. (laughter) It is an amazing
thinz. And they are all having the opportunity to earn their own liv-
ing, and therefore to go off relief. And there are practically no blind
people who are physically capable of running a gtand who are on relief
at the present time.

It's a very nice illustration of how we are really trying to get
down to the individual cases, like handicapped rpeople.

¢ MNr. Fresident =---

o (interposing) lir. President, may we quote that suggested headline, "Are
You A Parasite"?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

§ ip. President, have you received letters frdu two of the presidents of the
Railroad Brotherhoods -- the Firemen and Lrginemen, and the Railway
Trainmen -- asking you to taxe over the Toledo, Peoria and Western
Railroad?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and I sent it over -- I don't know who I sent it to. I
think it was the Railway Labor people that it went to. (turning to Mr.
Barly)

- IR. BARLY: Yes, I think so.

Q Any decision on an Ambassador to loscow yet, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. \ie hope soon.

Q - Are you contemplating any further sction on that strike situation, ir.
President?

THX PRESIDENT: On what?

Q On that Toledo, Peoria and Western strike situation?
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THE PRESIDENT: Why, I have asked for a recommendation on it. -

G Railway?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

MR. GODWIN: Thank ym.-l, Mr. Prosident, and a Happy Birthday!l v

CHORUS OF VOICES: Happy Birthday!l

THE PREGIDENT: (eside to ilr. Godwin and Mr. Early) Look, I hope Sissie
(Patterson) won't take that as rersonal. |

MR, G::-D’.'.'E[E»I: I hope she will.

THE PRESLDENT: I hope she will.

3R, CODNIN: She only lives at the intersection of liassachusetts Avenue!l

(1aughter)

-
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CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #5803

Exscutive Office of the President

February 6, 1942 -- 10.50 #.HK,

THE PRESIDENT: Well?

WR. GODWIN: How do you do, kir. President?

¢ Hi, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I "do" better.

VR. GODYIN: I am another radio man that gets fan mail at the White House,
even addressed to me here.

THE PRESIDENT: You and Fala.

MR. GODYIN: Lle and Fala! (laughter) I think I will turn it over to you.
They all want sometiing.

THZ PRUSIDENT: Sure? They haven't sent you a collar yet, or a license tag?

MR. GODVIN: No.

}R. DOMALDSCH: All in.

THEZ PRESIDENT: Steve tells me there is no news. I have been laid up for two
days with a bad cold. I am all right azain today. There is very little
news thaet hasn't already been given out, Can you think of anything,
Earl (Godwin)?

VR. GODUIN: I was going to ask if you had anything to say about Chairman
Zd Flynn's recent speech that has attracted a good deal ---

VOICES: (interposing) Louder. Louder.

THE PRESIDENT: I honestly doﬁ't know. I don't know what he sald.

R. GODWIN: Mr. Michelson could inform you, maybe. '

1R, WICHZLSCN: what's it about?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't seen Charlie (liichelson).

1R, GODYLN: Well, is that a serious answer, sir? I would like to pursue it.
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THE PRESIDENT: It really is serious, because frankly I have no idea what

Flynn said.

MR. GODWIN: He made a statement -- spoke something like this: that the
glection of a Congress hostile to the Administration would be equal to a
major military disaster, or -- or words to that effect.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I will tell you -- I suppose the easiest way of putting
it is this: that when a country is at war we want Congressmen, resgard-
less of party -- get that -- to buex up the Government of the United
States, and who have a record of backing up the Govermment of the United
States in an emergency, regardless of party. ;"'

Y¥R. GODWIN: (interjecting) That's it.

THE FRESIDENT: (continuing) Put that down =2zain, twice. I think that covers
it all right. (laughter)

‘ JR. GODWIN: Thet's fine,

& Mr. President, there has been talk that there might be a shipping czar,
not so much for the ships but for cargo space. There has beeun some com-
plaint on the effective use of cargo space.

THE PREZSIDENT: I don't know. I don't know. I never heard of it. e have
-- we have a -- in effect a ship allocation czar,

f That's allocation of ships, ut this is ecargo space., For instance, some
of the stuff coming from this Pacifiec Southwest has been non-essential
materials, and the ships are gzoing down South for nitrates, and going
down empty -- not well cargoed, and while the =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I will look into it. I haven't personally
had any complaints about it, but maybe something ought to be done.

1R, GODNIN: (interposing) lir. President =--

*; THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Then, of course, 'e have to remember that in a
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war it is almost impossible to plan for every ship & schedule suffi-
ciently far ahead to arrange for the best method of shipment, and the

best articles to ship, because of the simple fact that in a war a

great many ships have a schedule, and without werning, or without notice,

i

we have to break that schedule because of some emergency. But I will
look into it and see what it is. ?

MR, GODWIN: Lkir., President, it might -- might aid you to know that the people 1
who are close to the Jhite House -- I mean these lLigher-ups in the i
shipping business, make the -- make the stateisent that ships on military
missions hurrying to get there, will be sixty or eighty percent loaded.
Possibly some of that is accounted for because they don't know how to
stow things in between whatever they are carrying. That statement comes
from private shipping sources. Does that help you any?

* THE PRESIDENT: No, it doesn't, because again you run into the emergency

question. Sometimes the stuff is not ready, on an outward-bound ship,
and we have to send her out sixty or eighty percent loaded, because we
can't wait.

@ Mr, President, did you confer again this week with Dr. Van Xleffens, the
Dutchh Foreizn Liinister?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I am seeing him -- (turning to Mr. farly) -- An I seeing

IR. EARLY: (interrosing) Today.
THE PRESIDENT: Yesz, Today.

@ For lunch, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

IR. EARLY: No, sir.

i; THZ PRESIDENT: About what time is it? (looking at his appointment list)
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MR, EBARLY: 12.30, sir.

THE FRESIDENT: 12.30. The Minister of the Netherlands, and Lieutenant

i,

Governor Van Mook, and Dr. Van Kletfens the Foreipgn llinister.

w It seems to be the impression, sir, which ¥r, Van Kleffens has in turn

s

added to, that the Pacific couneils to which Mr. Churchill referred are
now beginning to shape up. Could you throw any light on that?. [

THE PRESIDENT: Beginning to what?

MR. BARLY: Shape up.

& Shape up.

THE PRESIDENT:: Yes, 1 thinx they are.

& Are those councils to be military, or are they to be political and mili-
tary, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: I'd say -- I would put it this way, that there is the --
down in the Abda area, as you know, there is the military command under
the supreme command of iavell, Now there are certain -- that is -- I
suprose it is a -- a sglipshod way of putting it, but the orverations
could be called "tactical.," I refcr to the certain long renge strategic
questions which would be referred here, and London. 7ell London of
course includes the =-- the British Empire pecople -- Australia and New
Zealand -- and it also includes the Dutch govermment in London. INow
those stratezic guestions which would be raferred -- it isn't a very
good differentiation to make =-- tﬂctiﬂﬂl.ﬁnﬁ gtrategic =-- because it
isn't a clear line always. DBut it is the best -- it is the best termi-
nology that I can think of at this time.

Ilow on the strategical things that would be referred here, or Lon-

don =- long range a@ain -- you would have to divide them into two parts,

Cne would be the military and naval, purely, and they would go to the
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joint staffs, on which there would be consultations, of course, with
Australian, New Zealand, 'and Dutech officers. #nother group of questions
that would be referred would be more of a pclitieal character -- a gov-
ernment character -- and they would be referred to the Aunerican govern-
ment, agd the British government, and the Dutch govermment, and the
Colonials' govermments represented in London.

4] [interpasing] %ell, then ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Now, of course, there azain you run up against
the distinet possibility that you will have scmething that is partly
political and partly strategic. I am thincing in very broad terms,
nothing specific at all. Where they have both characteristics they
probably would be referred both to the govermmentel agencies -- the
poclitical agencies -- and then the military and naval,

& Would these so called qouncila, sir, sit in Washington, or would they sit
both in Washington and London? -

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, they are -- they are sitting both in Washington and
London.

& They are sitting?

THE PRESIDENT: They are.

& They are in being now?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, they have been for a month.

& TFor a month?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

& Thank you, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: And I think -- I think there is no reason why we shouldn't
proint out that on the strictly =-- the decision end of these things, there

is very close cooperation between .ashington and London.
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I suppose the easiest way of putting it is this: that when a gques-

|

tion is raised down in thet area that has to be referred, there are two "

"

copies made. One copy is marked for action, and that comes to Washing-

ton., The other copy goes to London, and that is merked for recommenda-
tion to Washington. And, in the event of disagreement, it comes to the
hizher authorities in both places. There haven't been any disagreements
to date, and probably won't be. DBut the "action" copy comes to Washington.

& Is lew Zealand reprasented in fact on these couceils, or has it been for
a month, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Yes. Consult with them all the time. Of course, they
haven't had, so far, any very high-ranking officers Lere., And I think
they are sendinz some Ien.

& The Minister (Walter lash) is here now?

|_ THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I am receiving him, probably in the course of the next
day or two.
@ In that connection, lr. President, ilr. liash, at his first Press Conference,
spoke of an areas outside of Abda which would cover =---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.
¢ (continuing) --- Australia and New Zealand, ---
THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) IYes.
¢ (continuiniz) =-- with a recommendation that the headquarters would be

here, and who hoped also that the commander would be an American admiral.
' That hasn't been presented to you as yet, has it?
THE FRESIDENT: The two things have been discussed right along. You are get-

ting dovn into the detail field, and thcot is one of the things we can't

. talk about and put down too specifically, but the thing is working.

'S w sur. President, do you expect any early results from the 500-million-dollar
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loan to China?

i' THE PRESIDENT: I think so. tluite aside from the -- it might be called the

psychological point of view, assuring China through thﬁ loan that we are
solidly behind them and are helping in every way that is physically
possible in the military sense, as fast as we can -- this is a ——g ==
will be a very definite relief to the whole fanancial problem of China
itself, through stabilization of their currency, and the ability to get

more things that they very greatly need for their armies.

{, Purchasing within China? - 4

. THE PRESIDENT: hat? ) |

Q Purchasing within China, you mean? |

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and some things that they can get on the outside.

G lr. President, has Senator Heed's amendment on the Wage-Hour Law come to

THE PRESIDENT: DNo.
 Have you decided on a new Administrator for the \Wage-Hour?
THE PRESIDENT: Very nearly. Not guite.

¢ lr. President, when you referred to Congressmen, regardless of party, you

HE

LR,

THE

; PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

your attention yet?

meant to include the Senators also, using the gzeneral term?

GODYIN: Mr. President, have you accerted Nathan Straus' resignation?

PRESIDENT: Well, this is off the record, ---

GODIIN: (interjecting) He bade 300&E?a -

PRESIDENT: (continuing) =-- I heve his resignation. I haven't had time
to write him a letter accepting it, tut I expect to do 1t over the weeix
end .

GODWIN: Do you ecare now to mention the name of a possible successor?
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THE PRESIDENT: lot yet.

@

%

(interposinz) MNr. President ---

(interposine) Mr. President, any progress ---

THE PRUSIDENT: (continuins) What I would like =~ I think this probably had

<

petter be completely off the record. It is rather a nice thought.

(interposing) lir, President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) As long as you don't attribute it, you can use

it. We are acnuiring, have been acquiring for souwe tims, and undoubtedly .
will scouire more liazi internees, and Nezi prisomers in this country who

would be of course vlaced -- what's a polite term? -- behind barbed wire

and adequately taken Eﬂra of. +=nd, perhaps there is some merit to the
thought, it would be rather a nice gesture to put Nathan Straus in
charge of those Nazi internees. (loud laughter) Do you think it's a
good idea®

¥R, GODWIN: Was that off the record?

THE PRESIDENT: JNow you can use the attribution -- bacgground =--

"R. TARLY: (interposing) Background. I don't think that would be possible
to worik out.

THE PRESIDENT: ¥What? That doesn't seem to be possible to work out?

MR. EARLY: No, sir.

THE PRESIDINT: ifell, all right. You can attribute it as a very "pious"
thought. I suppose that's the best word.

WR. GODWIN: (aside) How about it?

Q Hr. President; do you expect.to take any further action to speed up the
construction of the lew York City llassena power line?

THE PRESIDENT: I read something in the paper about it not being allowed to

go through three miles of the Adirondacik Freserve. 1l haven't seen any-




York City to Taylorsville has still not been cleared in Washington.
THE PRESIDENT: I don't kmow. Last I heard was a couple of weeks ago, and

they were clearing it. Now whether it has been done or not, I don't
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thing.
4 That is a smaller portion of the line, lir. President. The line from New '
r'

" know.
Q@ Mr. President, will an Ambasgsador to Russia be appainted soon?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
& It's in the works?
.THE PRESIDENT: Yes. It's in the works.
¢ Today, sir?
THE PRESIDENT: lio.
VR. GODWIN: (aside) Not till lionday.
Q lir. President, have you given any thought to the appointment of Ambagsadors
to Bolivia and Parasuay?
TR PRESIDENT: Yes. de have glven a zood deal of thought to it.
IR, GOD¥Ill: You are n::.:t ready to announce it?
THE PRESIDENT: ot ready to announce it yet.
LR. GOD4IN: (aside) ilow about it¥
Thank you, Lir., President.

Q Thank you, lr. President.

(NCTLBCOK VII-P.C. == Page 56)
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