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CO~lFIOEm'IAL 
Pres s Conference ff798 
ZXecutive Office of t'he President 
~anuary 13, 1942 -- 4 .05 P . U. 

THE PRESI DENT: (to Earl Godwin} Haven ' t s een you ror a long time . 

0 71 

MR. GODWIN: You have been •• • •• ? Yell, I shouldn ' t say~ (laughter} I ' ve 

been around . 

TilE PRESID~"T : (laughing). Not a word~ Not a word~ 

I.:R . GOU::IN: (to Mr . Early) i'lhat' s in it? \'/hat ' s in it? (a large , round, 

cardboard box on a side table) 

MR. EARLY: I don ' t know. (investigates ) A cake ~ For his birthday. 

(laughter) Smells like froze n cheese . 

Q. Is it hermet ically sealed? 

Q. Rum flavor? 

(the Pres i dent saw hnne O'Hare illcCormick st a nding in the front 

ro:·•, and shook hands l'li th and said Hello to her) 

MR. DC>llALDSOH: All in. 

THE PRESI OZNI' : I don ' t t hink I have had any ne?IS f or a v:hole week , and I 

don't expect to have any for another week , so t hat ' s al l I have got 

today. 

Q. Can you tell us , sir , about your conference with :.:r. d1llkie this morning? 

THE P.RESI DEl\'T: Very nice t el l!: wit h hi m. 

Q. You discussed the \'iar Labor Board? 

TilE PRESIDENI' : I had a very nice talk with him . ( iaught er) 

Q. l.ir . President, through the office or your Secretary, there is some 

indication that you will draw up a l ist of umpires t o work in connection 

with the ::ar Labor Board , 

THE PRZ3I DC11l' : (interject 1ng) Yes . 

I' 
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~ (conti nuing) - -- and it is report ed on that list are t he ~s of Farley, 

Al Sr.tith, and Charl es .>vans Hughes . Is that correct, sir? 

'ni£ PRESID!Nl': I don ' t know . I would put it this way - - I hope so. 

c;. !:lope? 

THE PPJSI~-NT : I haven ' t seen t he list . You know more about i t t han I do . 

Q Con you say anyt hing aboat pr i ce cont rol today? 

THE PR.ESIOENl' : \'/hat? 

Q Can you say anything about pr i ce contr ol ? 

THE PRESIDEil/1': You mean on t his bill? 

Q Yes , sir . 

THE PHE3IDENT: Well, I · t hink you probably all got 1 t . I had the -- asked 

the House copferees here this morni ng and poi nt"ed out to them that _- ­

two things , in my judgment , - - two essential facts • 

The first v.as t hat the over.~helming majority of farmers of the 

United States , in every section of the country, do not v-ant to be ac­

cused of starting the idnd of a spiral that i n the long run \';ill be 

expensive anc costly to t hem, and t o everybody else in the United .:>tates. 

They don ' t want to be responsible for having so called "fann leaders" 

upset the entire applecart of our war effort . 

And the second point is, that if this O' l . .ahoney amendment should 

by some chance become law , that i t would sta rt a spiral more qu~cl<:ly 

than any other t bing that has been suggest ed 1 and would saddle this 

nation wi th a much larger debt t o meet - - for this generation, and for 

future generati ons --than any other rr.ethod t hat I oan t h ink of . 

Furthermore , that it v.oul6. be playing di r ectl y int o the hands of 

t he people who are not eng~ged in f arming , but ,Jlo are ent>S-ged in malt­

ins things in factories , et cetera, and so ivould dea.and waee increases 
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because of the inc_reased cost of 11 ving that would necessarily result • from the O' L!ahoney amendment. A.nd we all know, f rom history, that when 

tne cost of food stuffs goes up, ·other things go up too, and the farmer 

himself suffers from thst i ncrea sed coat of living j ust as much as 

anybody else in the country . 7/ell, that • e the whole story in a nut-

shell. 

<;;' Do you f eel the seme \ .. ay about the Bankhec.d woend:.ent? 

THE P?JSIDE1T : What is that? 

Q This other one that gives the Secretary of Agriculture the power to veto? 

THE Pfm>I:lSJIT: I told them t hat I thought it was t horoughly unsound , to 

give t wo Coverrunent officials -- one the right to make a decision, and 

the other one the right to veto it . It is canpletely unsound adminis-

trati ve pr ocedure , and in the last analysis i t t hrows it back on t he 

• shoulders of the Presi dent hinself , because if I have two subordinat es 

in my Administration who are vetoine each other, it ultimately comes 

back to me . And of c_purse , they want -- if they want t o do that, I sup-

pose I will have t o t ake it , but it is complet ely unsound . 

Q L~ . President, does i t actually give one or them a veto over your acts? 

THE PRZSIDE:~ : No , because I can fi r e either one . (loud laughter) 
• 

Q L!r . President, can we quote thst? 

Q (interposing) lr . President ---

C (conti nuir.g ) I say, !-U- . President, can we auote t hst i tem, "I can fire 

either one"? 

Tl:!Z PRESIDENT: ··,'hat? , 

:; Can we quote that , "I can f ire e ither one, " I t hink? It would do more 

good than anythi ng e lse. 

'I Tl:!3 P?.Z.::ID:O:!T: Yes . I t hiak that' s ell ri ght . 
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Q. Speaking or vetoes , J.lr , President, have you any t hought t hat you might 

not sign a b ill that would carry 
• 

'I'I:!E PRESIDEN'r: (int erposing) '1/e haven ' t got even to a remote thought or 

action of that kind . \'/e don' t t hink of things like that until a bill 

i s passed i n both Houses. 

Q l.!r . President, in connection wit h firing, !.lr . - - Secretory of Agriculture 

Wickard demanded this division of authority apparentl y , without saying 

anything t o anybody el se , sir? 
) 

' 
THE PRJ::SIDEm' : He says t he press is all wrong on that . I got a l ett er from 

him , and he accuses the press of complet~ly misunderst anding a nd mis-
: ;. 

quoting his position . You will have to work it out . 

C. iVhBt is the date of t he letter , Ur . Pr esident? 

THE PRl:SIDENr: ;•lhat ? 

Q ~bat is t he date of the lette r? 

THE PIUSIDDn': Today . (laughter l 

L!R. GOD"If!N: Llr. President , I s;>t a four-page statement from his office , and 

I can ' t tell ;;herE! he stands on the thing yet . 

T"riE PaE3IDZNI' : ·.~ell , probably from his office , like l?hen you get something 

'from Steve . That doesn't mean it ' s from me , does it? 

Q. ~. President , what did the House conferees say about your position? 

THE PRZSIDENI' : Well , I think they were pretty sympathetic . 

Q. L!r . President , was anythi ng said about a limit on wases in connection with 

the gene1'S.l picture? 

'mE PRESIDENT : No , no . 

Q Does that fit into it at all? 

THE ??.ESID~'T : If the bill went through it would, i n the O' Uahoney amendment 

form -- it would m'$an a scramble for ·:.bo could get the most for prices 
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of crops and p1:ices or wages . 

~ Would you call it t hen a bill to encourage inflation? 
......... 

THE PRESIDENT; ".'/hat? 

Q Would you call it then a bill to encourage inflat ion? 

' THE PRESIDENI': Oh, I would say '!70rse than that. I would say it is a bill 

to compel inflat i on . 

Q Mr . President, referring to the matter of hsving two Government officials 

vetoing each other , have you any plans to change your other setup, 

t he talk about a supply minist ry and the organization of the war agencies 

i n general? 

TRE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think I have got any news on that today. 

Q. t!r. President, the Lieutenant Governor of the n etherlands Inciies left 

San Francisco for ilashington, aDd the British allowed - through the 

censorship - - a story that t here were going to be conferences --

special confer ences 1'1ith :' etherlands representatives here., and one 

Netherl ands officer might be named to this .Pacific high command . (;an 

you S8Y anything a bout that ? 

THE PRESIDJ::1'I' : Oh no . I don ' t think the re is a ny news on that . On this 

Question of a vast a rea of that kind, you kno1·:, you have all sorts of 

t hings that, quite frankly , the average per son wouldn't understand . 

The problem, f or instance -- between l'<hO? -- what? -- strategical 

colllllland - - technical command - - all kinc s of technical things of t hat 

kind. I don ' t think there is any - - I couldn' t write a story on it if 

I t ried , because I run learning all the time. 

Q llr . President, could you - - could you clarify sta t en ents that have been 

"made about dire ct deal ings between the United States a nd Australia? 

• TF..::: PR::::.,ID!::11' : Direct what? 

, 
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q Dir ect dealings bet ween the United St at es and Aust r alia? 

THE PRESIDENT: Vlby sure . Di r ect dealings right along - - have been for 

quite a long while . 

Q That was my impression, but there ~~s some story i n the peper thi s morn-

ing about 

T"tl.S PRZSIJENT: (interposing) Nothing new on it . ·•e talk to the Australians 

every day in t he week, and have been right along . 

r In t hat connection, ~. President, i t is reported t hat they are going 

t o send some military or naval men here t o supplement t he present re-

present~tion . Cen you say anything· about t hat? 

THE PR:!::>IDENT: I wouldn ' t - - I wouldn ' t limit t hat to Austral ia . 'l'here are 
/ 

going to be people from -- mi litary and naval men from near ly all of 

the Uni ted iiations r,ho ;dll be doing the ao.me thing. 

Q :'lill they co:ne at the same ti:ne? 
{ . 

THE PRE.SIDENl': :Vbat? 

~ Will t hey come at the same time? 

THE PRJ::SIDBNT: No , just i n the normal course . 

Q. Will they r emain her e , sir ? 

THE PRZSIDENT : 7/hat ? 

~ t:ost of them will remain here , siz'l.. 

THE ??.ZSIDE!:T: Some \:ill , and some ·NOn 't. I don ' t know. 

Q. It i s also reported , !~r . President, t hat the Prime l.1inister of Australia 

may come here fo r - - -

THE PRESIU~~ : (interposing} I hadn ' t heard that . 

~ Any other high political figures coming from there? 

- TF..E PRF.SIDE1:T : On what? 

Q High political fiqures coming fro~ there? 

-
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THE PRESlD:ENr: Not that I know of . 

Q Can you tell us what you talked about with the Australian Minister this 

morning? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ob , what we have been talking about ever since the 7th of 

December. 

Q Defense of the Southwestern Pacific? 

THE PRESIDENT: The defense of the Democracies of the world . 

Q. llr . President, a Boston newspaper , a few days ago , said that -- carried 
1 

a story that ex- Colonel Lindbergh is tp ing t o see you -- coming down to 

:vashington . Is there anything to thet? 

THE PRESIDENT: It must be a Boston newspaper. (laughter) ' 

Q. Mr . President , you talked t o the two District Chairmen this morning. ' 

Is there any change in policy, as a r esult of that transfer of Govern-

men~ departtnents? 

THE PRESIDlli\'T: No . Of course, I think one thing -- put it this way let 

.- .... 

me use this as "background ," for t he benefit of the Washington paper s , 

and I don't think I need even say "other papers please copy," because 

they are not frightfully interested -- (turning to Earl Godwin): with 

all due deference - - but the - - the general proposition is this • 

. The country ha s not -- especially 1'/ashington - - has not waked up 

to t he idea that t here a r e going to be a lot more people c oming dovm 

- - a great many more -- in the next six months to a year . And even 

if 1•re build all of the McCarren pr an, and the Jennings Handolph plan, 

we would still have to eliminate some of the employees and agencies , 

and so forth and so on, from washington to have enough room . I don ' t 

think people visualize the number of people that ere going to come here 

in the next six months , so even if we build we w'ill still have t o carry 
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through some kind of plan to t ake some people out of \Vashington. So 

put it this way , 'l'lhich is more polite , we may both be right . (laughter) 

<;. Is it possible there vdll be some a:odi fic.ations in order'? 

THE PR!:SIDZI\'T : No. I don' t think so. I don't kn0~7 why . If soma.body ,;ould 

give me an agency that was pleading to get out of town, I might con-

aider it. But I haven't found anything yet . I have bean asking after 

that last week and the week before , "Please give me some depart ment or 

a gency t hat wants t o move . " (laughter) 

MR. GOI1.'/IN: It was a legal matter which Senator McCru·ran suggested , which 

!nay have no bearing at a ll. He seemed to t hink: t hat possibly the Bud-. . 
get Bureau, and that means you t oo , bad no authority -- no legal 

authority to order some of t hese things out . Did that come up at nll? 1 

THE PR.BSIDENI' : No , that did not come up . 

rwt . CODi'/IN: Does that interest you at all? 

TRE PRE:liDENT: ~ot a bit • 

!.:R. COI7.HN: !.:ay I ask you a question? If all these people are coming in, 

is t here anything t!lat you know about adequate plans ror adequately 

housing them -- t he defense housing, or s ome of your projects -- hous-

ing programs? 

THE PRJ'..JIDE!IT: ·::ell, we are doing lots of them, as you know. 

!.::R. COI1.'!IN: Somebody hes t hat in mind f or this same number or people? 

THE Pru!3IDEh"T: Ch my , Yes . All you have to do is drive around . 

l.:R. T. Rli'iN.:'LDS: t.r . President , there are reports that ;.lr . ':lilliam Batt 

is working as sort of unoffic i al , or official , head of a special com-

mittee, or council , within the o .P ,tl ., or beyond O.P .M., to coordinate 

the defense effort with that of Crest Britain in an economic manner • 

Is there . anythin~ to that? 

' , 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know. Never beard of it, Tom. 

!.:R . COimlli: How about it? Tlia~ you, t.:r . President. 

Q. Thank you, l.!r . President . 

... 

!.IRS . ANl~ O' HA.IU> l!cCOR!.!ICK: Did Churchill leave yvu a hat? (indicating 

the large, round , cardboard box on the side table) 

THE PRESID&\T: i7hat? 

nms. AJ!Jm: O' HARE McCOR!.liCK: Did Churchill leave you a hat? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes . 

MRS . ANNE O' HARE UcCORl.!ICK: I don ' t know 1•dlet t hat is. 

THE PRESIDENT: It's a fruit cake . 

MRS . AN!-ll!: 0 ' i'L\RE r.:cCORMICK: I thought 1 t 1..as some kind of oake . 

THE PRESIDEJ).'T : I t's for Christmas . 

ums. ANNE O' UARE ::cCORl.!ICK: You are looking wo nderful . 

THE mESIDE!-:T: I ' :n fine -- fine . 

!.:R . IRVI 1\'G BRA!'!Dl' : I bet you haven • t m1 ssed me 1b r the last few mont hs? 

mE PR£.31 o:::rr: What? 

!!R. I RVI:m B~\'DT : I bet you haven't missed me for the last fev1 months? 

(the President laughed) I a:n working for the Chicago Sun now . 

T"rlli PR;,;.:;ID!l~ : I know it • I !cno'R it . 

(Hotebook VII-P .C. -- Page 1) 
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THE PRESIDENT: (in a whisper, and waving hie hand) Good a:orninst 

:.R . corr.;rx: Good 11.orningt 

080 

TID: :PRZSIDEl\'T : You will have to blame Steve . (h!r . Early) I r.aven' t got 

anything. Not a thing . Dean, have you got anything? 

1-:R . GOIJ.',•:w: No , sir . I have e letter which says , "For Clod's Sake , stop 

speaki ng about bud sets . You are nothing but a big blow- hard . " {l aughter, 

~nd some hand-clapping ) 

C l1r . President , v:ould you care 

'1'¥.£ PR.:::SIDE!II': { interposin&l I f eel t hat way aboat myself . 

t. :.:r . President 1 v:ould you cera to comment on t he proJ,.osed international 

lli6hway to Alaska that Ur. Daniels spoke about in Concress? 

TIE PR~SIDJ::NT : l hove a query out. Somebody is trying to f ind out. Just 

what the status or it is , I don't know. I don ' t th i nk they are in agree-

ment on the --on the l ine. 

C Could you make say conunent on your tel.: on the Rivers and Harbors ap-

proprietione? 

THE PP.ESIDS!\'T: Put it this way. I talked this morning with qu ite e number 

of t hem , and as one of tJ:tem directly said , tbe cruntry as a whole --

we have said it -- the cruntr y as l.i 1.hole, even ! •. ambers of Congress , 

even write l'S of newspapers , don't know the dif!'er<.once between an ap-

pr opriHtion a nd ell authorizat i on . clarne old otory . And a 1·.hole l ot 

of ~eo~le have been ~etti ng tLe i dea t hat t his bill t hat is out on the 

floor no·.1, for 900 ~UllOL dollto.rs , J.s an appropri&t ion bill , instead 
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of an authorization bill. J.nd as long as that st~ntLent seems t o --

what shell I say? -- i t ' s a -- it ' s an incorrect belief as long as 

that incorrect belief is out ar~und the country, it u~y be the best 

thin~': to do is not t o try to explain t he t hi ng , but instead of thnt to 

leave out all the items tht.t are authorizations and are not immediate 

defense needs, Comes to the ·same thing in the long run practically . 

And merely - - we have been discussing -- this is not final - - we have 

been discussing the possibility of put ting t he bill i nto such form t hat 

they would only authorize those t hings which are immediately needed for 

defense . And I am working on that now, on the basis that t he items 

that are in the bill sh011 those items which are considered imlllediately 

necessary for defense . 

~ (interposing) Could you nan:e any ---

THE PRE.:;;IDENT: (continuing) And we are merely -- I won ' t speak about any 

individual , because I haven ' t got to it yet - - just started it this 

morning - - trying t o pick out those t hat we consider absolutely neces-

sary for defense, and t t:at vrould include that 'IIOuld include the 

recommendations from t he experts on that s ubject. 

<;, ~:r . ?resident, can you follov; t he sarr.e procedure on other authorization 

bills? 

Til!:: PR:::S!J:O::::I' : ;'!hat d:ind? 

Q Public works , and roads , and you also nave authorization bills? 

THE PR.t:.::iDEtr.': Yes , I ;;ould just as soon . Of course, in another 718y -- the 

other side t o it is thnt if they pass authorization bills without any 

-- any appro~riations, it is understood t here 1·.on ' t be any more -- any 

appropriutions at the end of t he war . It •.fill increase the s i ze or my 

old "kitty," whic • I am trying t o enlarge all I roasibly can , with the 

.. 
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definite understanding that the cupboard -- the "kitty" -- is of course 

to be kept locked until after the war. 

~ Does tbet mean there might be a supplemental Rivers and Harbors ap­

propriation -- authorization? 

THS PRESIDEi~: As I say, it doesn't really make an awful lot of difference 

one way or the other, as long as it is definitely understood that none 

of the money is going to be spent . It is up to Congress . I shan' t 

question one way or the other . 

Q 'flould they have to recall that bill to Committee, or ---

THE PH~ID~: (interposing) 1'hat I don ' t know. I don ' t know. I me1•ely 

-- tbet is legislative procedure. I am merely doing my end . 

Q :Jr . President, some of the Chinese , and some others , seem to be v:orriad 

about statements that lillve been made that Hitler is the chief enemy , 

in the sense that they are afraid that means too little supplies for 

them. Is there anything you could say? 

THE PimSIDS .. T: .t. don ' t think anybody should have any fear at all. ',ie are 

doing t he best we can. 

:..ISS ~:.\Y CRAIG: !.:r . President, now that the submarines are blowing up the 

t anker s , will you build pipe lines·f 

TH..:: PHESID.rJ:I' : \ihat•s that? No , we might build blimps . (laugl:ter) 

Q (interposing) J,:r , Presi dent 

Q. (interposing ) !~ . President 

THl:: PRESIDElll': (continuing) 'It doesn 't .-- t he two things don ' t go together, 

r:e.y . Tney don ' t go toget her, necessarily . 

!-:I SS AY CMIG: 'Nhy not? 

THE Pru:srm::•ll': They just don 't. 

~~ l.:r. Prosiuent, could you tell us what the nature of t he mission is that 
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you have assigned to Secretary -- former Secretary of .":ar Hurley? 

THE P~IDENT: I don' t th1nk -- t _he A:rmy said hs .1ad been taken in and 

given a mission. I think that's all that can be said. 

~ Llr . President, the comment, and J:articularly the remar..<s you ll&.de a 

couple of weeks a go , about not ex])Wlding more plants , has caused a lot 

of excitement , agitation, !rnd un.easiness on t he ·•est Coast . Can you 

eo ahead and say anything further about the policy, t:erticularly with 

rel,'lard to evacuation of the Coast? 

THE PRESI DI!m : I don't .mow anything about evacuation of the Coast . 

Q Removal of existing plants? 

THE PRE:>IDENT: No. The system that has be~n worked on 1 s not removal of 

plan~s . but it is the building up of substitute places to go to in 

cases of necessity. 

Q Does that also mean there will be no further expansion of any existing 

plants or industries? 
• 

THE PR:i:SI DE:;T: Not necessarily, t/o . 

(. ( inter posing) Doos it mean the ---

TF.E P!C:SID.:::"l': · (continuing) l:o , not necessarily. There may be exceJ:tions 

to t he rule , where it is the on.ly place we can do it . 

C: t:r . President, would you comment, sir, on the proposal that pea ce negotia-

t i ons be resumed bet ween the A. F . L . and C. I.O.? 

THr. l'RESI Ir::llT: I don ' t know enough about it. I onl y have heard what I 
~·. 

have read. 

Q l.!r . President, have you - - there are repo1•ts in rlio today that you have 

conferred by telephone with the Argentine President? 

Tlii: PRE:.>l DENT: ;1o . 
. 

'l. :.:r . Presioent, could you tell us anything e. bout your conversation wi-t-h 

. . 
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General Van Mook, the Dutch ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Part or the generAl - - general YiOrk of plan-

ning . 

Q He told us that you had given him some encouragement that a real effort 

was being made to move supplies and reinforcements to that a.rea? 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes, yes . 

~ (cont inuing) No amplifi cation --- ' 

THE PRESIDENT: That ~s quite correct. Oh, No. 
' 

Off the record , of course , 

for a very simple reason, I couldn ' t - - I would l ike to be able to say 

to you that such and such things are moving . Immediately they become 

liable to att ack . I can' t even say that. I can' t tell you when a 

thing is on the way. I keep - - I can ' t even tell you for quite a long 

time after a thing gets t here, because they might try to get the ship 

on the way home . Those things really have to be kept very dark. All I 

can say i e that very excellent progress is- being made . 

Q Mr. President, there are a good many people on the st reet , and in ~he 

Press, asking what has happened t o the Navy vTi th regard to these sub-

marine attacks . Can you say anything about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only that the- - - the only answer would be to invite them to 

the room that shows the location of every Navy ship, and I couldn't do 
• 

that . (laughter) 

MR. P . BRANDl': Mr . President, we were told you were making what we call· 

"staff studies , " Can you give us anything of the nature and the pro-

gress on those? 

THE PRESIDEl'.'T: 'I'/ ell, Pete, I would say they cover pretty n.early the whole 

ground. Again, it is terribly hard for me to 'talk. They involve the 

- - the offensive and the defensive in -- what? - - every -- every 
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continent and every one of the Seven Seas. 

~ Nell, does t hat include taking up the ·vntr supplies council? 

THE PRESIDF.:m': It includes all of war supply - moving or t hings from one 

part of the world to another part of the world, moving ships , and mov-

ing human beings . And to particularize -- Gosh I would like to, but 

I don ' t see how I can. 

<t (interposing) ~:ell, _.:. 

THE PRESIDENI': (continuing) You can almost assume that if you look at a 

m.e.p of the world that we are doing something there. (laughter) 

~ Yes . 11ell, could you say that an inter-Allied, or joint colllJ11ission , or 

colllJ11ittee, are being set up? 

THE PRESIDENf: They aPe all -- t hey are all in existence . 

Q rlill there be any announcement on that? 

TliE PRESIDENT: I doubt that. They shift from time to time . 

Q tlr . President, you were asked about tha question on the Chinese statement 

by Dr . Sun Fo . Have you made any corrective comment to the Chinese 

Ambassador? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't thiok he has made any c.omment . I don't thiok it is 

necessary. I thiok he understands the situation very well . 

~ !Jr . President, do you thiok the A:rmy an.d Navy should cont inue accept~ce 

of voluntary enlistments, in view of the expanded Selective Service 

proaram? 

THE PRESIDENl' : rle are having a meeting on that --I think it is on to-

morrow or Thursday -- on that very question. 

Q, With whom are you meeting, sir? 

THE P!l~ID~!T : '.'/hat? ·:lith the Anny and Navy. 

Q 1~ . President , do you think the1~ is any connection between the presence 



8799 -- 7 086 

ot these Oilrman submarines ott rur coast , and the Rio Conference? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. Didn't I mention about three weeks - a month ago 

that they would soon be orr our coast? I th i nk so . 

MR. GOIMIN: Yes . 

Q. Mr. President, do you think t hat is an effort by them to w1 thdraw our 

~~rshipe from the Atlantic patrol? 

TEE PRESIDPNI': No . 

Q Thank you, Mr. President . 

1!R. GOIDHN: Thank you, t:r . President . 

(t:otebook VII-P .C. -- Page 13) -
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CONFIDENl'IAL 
Press Confer ence #800 
Executive Office of t he President 
January 23 , 1942 -- 10.50 A.M. 

Q Good morning, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: How is everybody this morning? 

~ All right, thank you. 

08 7 

THE PRESIDENT: (to Mr . Early) '1'/hat was the name of t hat picture, "Corsi-

can --" what? 

lv!R. EARLY: "Corsi can Brothers . " 

THE PRESIDENT: "Corsican Brothers"? 

l!R. EARLY: "Corsican Brothers." 

THE PRESIDJ..:NT: Yes . If .you fellows ever get an hour off , go and see 

"Corsican Brothers . " I stayed awake hal f the night after it • 

Q Lieutenant Fairbanks·? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. Gosh, i t' s a good show. Old- fashioned melodrama, 

Gee, I laughed, 

MR. IXlNALDSOt~: All in . 

THE PRESID~\~: I don' t think I have got a thing this morning. 
' 

Q Mr . President , can you clear up these many reports that have been pub-

l ished regarding your conferences with vari ous labor leaders 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I haven't g ot any news on it . 

Q (continuing ) --- as to a peace pl an ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I supposed somebody would ask the question. 

I haven 1 t got any news on it at all. 

Q (continuing ) Can you confi~ vmether ---

THE PRESI DENT: (interposing) I am afraid I haven ' t ---

Q (interpos ing) --- whether Green was he re, or t::urray 

... 
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THE PRESIDEm': (interposing) I am afraid I haven ' t got any 

~ (interposing) Is no newe good news, sir? 

THE PRESIDENI': What? 

Q Ia no news good news? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not guessing. 

Q. l&r. President, have you received the report on Pearl Harbor? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no . I understand it is due very shortly. 

~ And will it be made available, likely? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know. I haven' t the faintest idea , 

088 

Q Mr . President, the - - some of ~he politi~al parties in Puerto Rico pro-

tested against Governor Tugwell . Have you received that protest? 

THE PRESIDENI': I don't know, · Have I, Steve? 

MR. 3A.RIX: Not to my knowledge , 

THE PRESIDEI..r' : Not to Steve's kn07iledge, or mine . I am afraid it ' s a very 

barren day today, (laughter) 

Q Mr . President, do you believe that the problem of Federalization of un­

employment -- unemployment insurance compensation should be settled at 

the same time you settle the 300-million-dollar appropriation for 

automobile workers? 

THE P!l:ESIDE!>.'T: You mea.n on State participation? Well, they are related 

but they are distinct - - they are distinct problema . AnQ that is a 

question, of course , for the Hill; whether they put them into one bill 

or separate tham. 

~ Mr . President , have you been info:nned of the nature of the compromi11e 

arrived at by the conferees on the Price Control bill? 

- THE PRESIDE!lT: No . I have no idea , except what 1 read in the paper this 

morning. I have had no word from them . 

t 
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Q. Would you comment on the basis of what yo~ read ih the paper this morn-

ing? 

THE PRESIDEtn': No , I don't think so, 

Q Mr. President, are you hopeful of Argentina s i gning this agreement? 

'IRE PRESIDENr: I don't know enough about it. You would have t o ask the 

State Depe.rt 100nt . (laughter) 

Q Mr . President , have you selected the new Ambassador to Moscow yet? 

THE PRESIDENT : Not yet , No. 

Q. .Do you expect to shortly, sir?· 

THE PRESIDEID': What? 

Q. Do you expect to shortl,y? 

THE PRESIDENT: "Hope Springs Eternal." (laughter) 

Q. Mr. President , is there anything on the new Ambassador to Colombia to 

succeed Mr. Braden? 

THE PRESIDENT: I -- I would hate -- frankly, I don 1 t know. 

Q. Tha.nk you . 

Q (interposing) J.1r. President 

THE PRESID~: (continuing) I have forgotten . (laughter) -

Q Have you signed the Lanham Housing bill yet? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes . 

Q Is t here any news on t he concentration of t he organizations i nto t wo 

agencies that you· spoke of a month ago? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got anything . They are going to give me a report 

very soon . 

Q. Mr . President , s ince we saw you, you have seen the Lieutenant Governor 

of the Dutch East Indies . Could you tell us anythi ng about t hat , s ir? 

• THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so . Might get into the military and naval 

.. 

' 
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fie!d then. 

LlR. D. CORNELL: Thank you, Mr. President . (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I feel like saying, "Th~ you for what?" (more laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': Thank you tor what \ 

MR. EARLY: (to the President) You have seen them since you saw, and talked 

to the Press about, the Lieutenant Govemor. 

THE PRESIDENT: I what? 

MR. EARLY: You talked to the Preas in your last Preas Conference . 

THE PRESIDENT: I did. Yes, yes • 

• 
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Preas Conference d801 
Executive Office of the President 
January 27, 1942 -- 4.05 P ,IJ . 

. 
'mE PRESIDENT: (to Mr . S. E. Thomason, publisher of the Chicago Times) 

09 1 

' You will be pleased to know that this newspaperman ai tting on the sofa, 

llBJlled Lovrell Mellett -- we are taking over the press. We are putting 
~ 

somebody on everybody's desk, so it will be all right . No discrimina-

tion . Doing it with all the newspapers. 

(then to Mr. ~rly) Have you got anything, Steve? 

MR. EA.RLY: No, Mr . President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Let them come . 

UR . S~ONS: (to the President) Do' you want the cake lighted? (A.F.L. 

birthday cake presented at Noon to the President by the Ron . 'IIUliam 

Green){6oth Birthday ll.nniversary of the President -- Diamond Jubilee) 

THE PRESIDENT: Yea . Light i't up, 

UR. ::!:AP.LY: (to Mr . Silllmone) Bill , throw open tho door, too . 

UISS D. FLSESON: Look at all the sugar! 

T!!E PRESIDENT: You want a piece of cake? 

L:ISS D. FL~l!SOtl: I ' d love it. 

TfiE PRESIDEI'fl': Got to be a good girl before you can have a piece or that 

cake . (laughter) 

MR. EARLY: (aside) Stay after school. 

MR. GO~IIN: How much sugar was in that cake, do you suppose? (laughter) 

Wes it real sugar? 

THE PRESIDENT: That's an "A.H. " cake -- Anti-Henderson. (more laughter) 

!al . GOD'.'IIN: (to Mr. Early) 'llhat did you say, Steve? 

I.!R. A'lLY: Stay after school. (laue-.hter) 
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THE PRESIDENT: (holding up a small medallion or stained glass) See that? 

' It ' s out or the snashed glass in the House or C0111111ons . Rather nice . 

House or Commons in London. 

1!R . GODWIN: Smashed , you say? Smashed? 

THE PRESID&I\'1': Yes . Pieces picked up from the floor . 

MR. DONALDSON: All in, • 

I.!R. EARLY: Not ai'ter the speech? Couldn' t get it that quick. Not after 

today's speech? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , That' s the -other House of Commons . 

I think - - I don ' t think I have anything at all. Everybody in the 

front row was lookillg ·at this very nice piece of glass to hang in the 

window. (holding it up again) That came from smashed glass -- stained 

glass in the Chamber of the House of Commons in London , at the time it 

I was bombed , 

Q ~ere did you get it, sir? 

I THE PR£SID:::NT: The Ambassador (British Ambassador Lord Halifax) gave it 

to me just now. 

~ .'lho did, Ur. President? 

THE PRESIDENI' : The Ambassador. 

!JR, GODi1IN: The Ambassador. 
I 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t t hink I have got anything else. 

Q What news did he give you, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: None at all . None_at all . 

Q Ur. President, as a result of the Roberts report , has there beon any uni-

i'ication of our Army and Navy commands , regionalLy or otherwise? 

Tl:!E PRESIDENT: Not as a result of the Roberts report , but 1;here has been 

I very great progress made in unifying command, Going on now for the last 

Ill 
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couple of months . 

~ Mr . President , will there be auy more report.e or any more action on the 

Roberts report of seeming dereliction on the part of Operations and 

Intelligence? 
... . 

Will there be any study made of that? 

THE PRESIDWT: Well , I have begun studying the thing, and I am waiting 

now to have a second another conference with the Secretary of ~/ar 

and Secretary of t he Navy. That is all I can tell you at the present 

time , 

~ You had one conference wit h them? 

~E PRESIDZNT : I talked to them over t he t elephone twice, and then on some 
' 

other work . 

<:. ~:r . President , Prime Mi nister (Eamon) De Valera (ot' Eire) has pr ot ested 

against the landing of our troops? 

Tlf!! PRESIDE..Vl' : On what ground? 

Q I don ' t kno~v , sir. 

TRE PRESID~ : Nei thor do I. 

~ I wondered if you could comment? .. 

THE PRE.SIDENr : I didn ' t know he had protested. I wouJ.d like to know on 

what ground • 

~ That he was not informed in advance . 

Q On the groun~ that he was not consulted in advance . 

THZ PRESID~~~ : Really? (lauqhter) 

Q On t he ground Ireland is an i ndivisible unit . 

THE PRE3IDE..'II': Li ve and learn . 

~ .'iithout :Politics . 
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I don't think I have got any news at all . It's awtul . It ' s the 

second time running . Remember what happened the other day'? (laughter) 

lfe just ran out of news after the first minute . Have you got anything? 

Q. Have you got any views? l.!aybe we could have sane views , if you haven' t 

~Y news? 
• 

THE PRESIDE?>.'T: What? 

Q. Maybe we could have sane views if you haven 't any news? 

THE PHESIDENT: I don't know - - -

MR. GOIJ.'IIN: (interposing) L!r . 

Q (interposing) Mr . President 

'mE PRESIDE:!!': ( cont1nu1llg) I have got an awful lot of views, and I am not 

allowed to express t bam except t o myself', in my sleep . (laughter) 

Q. Ur . President , in the three boards that were set up jointly, there is no 

mention of economi c warfare . Will there be consolidation or cooperation 

between Milo Perkins and (Vice Pres i dent) ;~allace, on economic warfare, 

and the British? 

THE PRESIDEl1l': Pete , I don ' t know. You know sanething? I tell you, frankly, 

that is the :first time that I have had the subject suggested . 

Q., I know they were working together. 

THE PRESIDENT: I t's not so bad . They are working together, I !mow. 

Q I was wondering if there v1ae going to be any organization on 1 t? 

THE PRESIDENT: I - - I rather doubt it . I think they will just keep on 

working together , and on certain things like raw materials they will be 

taken care of. On the raw materials, of course, all t hree boards -- I 

read a stupid piece in the paper, something about one board being more 

important t han the other two. Of course the three of them are absolutely 

essential to each other. You couldn't have an allocation of munitions 

' 

' 
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board unless you had munitions, and you oouldn' t get muni tiona unless 

you had raw mat e rials , and you couldn't move the allocati ons unless you 

had ships. So "dictum ad absurdum" ea.Qh partner is equally important 

wi tb t he other. 

~ fJr. Presi dent , do you think the Irish people have any reason to feel con­

cerned ---

THE PRESIDD\"T: ( i nterposing) Now watt. Listen. (laughter) I am not 

going to lay myself open t o stories in the columns and other t'bings 

like t hat , by expressing my opinion of the dear Irish. I a~ part 

I r ish myself , so it ' s all right . 

Q. I merely thought, sir , that President De Valera's speech t o the Irish 

people said there v;as sanet lling to be concerned about , and I thought 

perhaps you could clear that ---

THE PRESIDENI': (inte rposing) There isn' t anything t o be concerned about, 

except the protection or Ireland. 

Q ~hat do you think of inviting him over here? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would love to have him. He is an old friend of mine . 

Q Considerable has been said on the other side about the purposes of the 

THE PRESIDENT : (interposing) About what? 

Q (continuing) - -- about the purpose of this moveoent into Ireland, by t he 

Prime 1.!1n1ster, and by t he British Air lJinister . I was wondering 1f 

you couldn't say somet hing about this for us? 

THE PRESIDENT: For .the development and carrying on of the war toward eventual 

vi ctory. 

Q For instance, it was said yesterday t hat t his is a va nguard . Do you look 

on t hi s as a vangue.Id? • 

THE PRESIDEt;T: Somebody said it was an A. E. F., but I think at t he present 



. II 

., 

-
§SOl -- 6 096 

time that we have - - oh -- around different parts of the world - -

somewhere around six, eight or ten expeditionary forces . It seems 

sort of silly to say it is an A,E,F . 

However, t 'bat is the policy of some people , as you know, because 

it backs up their policy prior to December 7, so they have t o go back 

t o try and carry out the same policy by calling this an A,E.F . As I 

say, there are six, eight or ten A,E ,F. s at the present time that are 

outsid~ the United States, s} you can pay your money and take your choice . 

You can label one of t hem an A.E.F . and you can label another on.e some-

t hing -- some other fancy name . 

Q Are all those A.E.P .s in locations which everyone knows? 

THE PRESIDE!\'T: ~!o . Oh No . Oh Lord, No . You didn't think I would tell 

you? (laughter) 

Q Rave they arrived at their destinati on? 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you think I would say that? 

MR, OODl'IIN: Ur . President, has this study of your -- which you spoke of - -

bas this unified command f§>ne so far as to - - for considere.tion of a 

department of defense combining War and Navy? 

THE PRESIDENI': Oh No . 

~. OOI7.'fiN: That is, you have not got -- it hasn't got to that point? 

Q Mr . President, Ur . Churchill told t he House of Commons today that there 

would ·be set up in London and in Washington inter-Allied Council~ Is .. 
there anything you can tell us about t hat? 

'n!E .PRESIDIDlT: i'lell, that is developing very nicely . It is coming along 

. 
· very good in both places, and several other places too. 

Q t.:r . President , I notice you said that the unification had been going on 

for a couple of months. ·.•:as that on reconunendations of Mr . Churchill? 
) 

t • 
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THE PRESIDENI': No . It had nothing to. do wi th it . 

~ Mr . President, could you say anything about p1~gress in getting supplies 

to the Far East? 

THE PRESIDENT: ~le are making very good progress. 

Q Men, as well as materiel, Mr . President? 

TRE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q I understood tlla t \'laS supplies . How about men? 

THE PRESIDENI': I would call 1 t "help. " That is a broad word. 

Q Mr. Pres ident , can you tell us anything -- Mr. President , can you tell us 

anyt·hing a bout this new C .I.O. - - A. F .L. coll1!!1i ttee that was set up a t 

your suggestion? 

THE PRESID&'\1'1': They are coming in on the - what is it? -- 5th of February , 

for t he first 11:eet ing? 

l.lR • 3:ARLY: Thursday. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thursday, the 5th of February. 

Q. Mr . President , what is your funct ion in connection with that commi ttee? 

Do you consult vnth them, or do you serve as an arbiter? 

< THE PRESIDENT: No , No . No . You got the idea all wrong. This committee 

-- and one reason why I like the membership of it, it is the kind of a 

committee that if it was a little wanner we would -- we could sit around 

the table and take our coats off, and just have - -let our hair down, 

and talk to each other. That ' s all . 

Q. (interposing) That 1 s been t he trouble . They have been tski.ng their coats 

off . (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI' : Yes, the trouble has been in the past that they have, on these 

fo:nnal things . These will be just infol'llllll gatherings from time to time 

-- no specified times -- to t alk over the general situation. Now that 

) 
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is literally all , but you do want to have on a cCX!IIIlittee or that kind, 

people that you are -- that you call by tbei~ first names, and can have 

that kind of a get-together~ around-the- table meeting. You v.ant to be 

able t o have the kind or a meeting where you won ' t have a stenographer 

present . 

Q. !Jr . President , have you decided on the Alien Property situation? Who is 

going to handle it? 

THE PR£SIDENT: Oh , I guess that will come along. I don ' t know when - - another 

week or t wo -- tllree weeks . No particular hurry about i t, because there 

is no immediat e emergency. It is going along pretty well the way it is. 

As time goes on it will became, as it did in the .'i'orld ilar, more important 

and probably be set up possibly as a separate agency . 

~~. GOIJ.'liN: ~. President, have you anything rurtber to say about aid or any 

sort to t he Dutch East Indies and Australia? You made some remark 

about it . 

THE PR:;SIDID-.'1' : Just t he same thing. Ne are sending all the help we ca n as 

fast as we can to that whol e area . 

~ (interposing) ~. President 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I don't see any reason why you people shouldn' t 

use !'or that area , and try and popularize , a very short t erm !'or t he 

Southwester n Pacific , which is very long. It's what we have been call­

ing it n01v !'or a couple or months - - calling it the "Abda" area --

American, British, Dutch, Australian • • 

C:. Short for "abracadabra"? (.laughter) 
. , 

'l'FG PR:;SIDEHT: Yes. Abda area . It • s a very simple word to learn, and i t 

doesn't go up to the -- to Indo- China , or the - - or Siam, or Burma , or 

China itself. That ' s another separat e area . 
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UR. GOOO'IN: Thank you, !.!r . President. 

~ Thank you, tlr . Pre sident • 

.,. 

(NOTEBOOK VII-P.C . -- Page 26) 



. • 

• 

• 
II 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference ffiB02 
Executive Office of the President 
January 30, 1942 - - 11.05 A,U. , 

(today was the President's 6oth birthday) 

(Mr . Leon Henderson, Office of Price Administration , and Mr • 

J. Lionberger Davis, were guests at t his Press Conference) 

Q. How does it feel to be si.xty? 

(the Pr esi dent made no oral reply) 

10 0 

THE PRES! JJEtlT: Rather late . . They throw things at me at the last mi :1ut e . 

tR. COD"I/I N: Are you late? ( looking at his watch) 

T'..IE Pru:siDE:JT: Yes . 

:.:R. COI:MIN: Oh , really? 

~ PRESIDENT: I apologize • 

!.:R. OOI7.ii:<: liappy birthday, anyhow . Have you seen t hese aut0111obile stamps? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . I saw one. i~ot in my collection, but in my car. 

:.:R. cvo:;:m: i)o you !lave to have one? 

T!n PR:;.;IJ&.'T: Sure I do . I have got one car and two trucks at Hyde Park . 

L!R. OOD':IN: Oh , t hat ' s right . 

~ P~I1E.~ : I had to ask the man up there to buy some . 

Q. How are your tires, l..r . ?resicent? 

r.:R . COD7:IN: ( inte:r-posing) How are your 

THE PIU-:SIOEl\'1': (interposing) \'lbat? 

Q. !low are your tires? 
\ 

l.lR . GODWIN: (ititerjecting) Tireo . 

THE PiU!:SI'JENl' : On one truck t ,hey will last six nt~nths . On another truck they 

will last a y tJar . I haven •t boug)lt any new ones • 

I. Aren 't 1~o1ng to either? 
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THE PR:WIDEllT: I don't know. I don' t know. 

!lffi . GOD'.ITN: Do you t hink you could get one? 

THE PRESIDENl': Wbat? 

LIR , GOIJIIIN: Do you think you could get a tire? 

::R . DONALDSON: All i n . 

THE PRESIDEI'tl' : I doubt it I could for my ovm persoool use . I doubt it. 

tm, GO!Jt/IN: I don ' t think you can. 

1 01 

. . ' 

THE PRESIOENI.': I am sorry to be l ai;e; but I have hnd t hings thrown at me at 

t he last mi nute . 

Somebody raised the question about continuing to give foreign relief 

without nami ng any organizat ion or any country. My feeling is that there 

are worki ng on our side a ~eat a good many nations who need t hi ngs 

for t heir civilian population, let us say , need l'larm clo t hing - haven' t 

had wool for a long time -- and that our present efforts to get t hincs 

to them should be continued without any quest ion . or course t hat is 

merging almost aut omat ically with -- it might be called luxuries f or our 

own Army and Navy boys , t!l ings thc.t they don ' t get in the r egular handout 

fr~'ll t he Army ane Navy in t he way of ;·IS.l'lll clothing sweat ers and tliings 

like that . But ;·:e certainly ought not t o cut orr our help t hat we have 

gi ven to other nations at t his time . In other t~ords , it' s all part of 
.· 

the caillllon \0/S.r effort , and we ou&}lt not to discriminate . I suppose 

that - just one word that describes tiJe situation , and that is the 

word "give ." 

:.:R . GOD'.'TIN: (aside) Give . 

THE PRESIDE!lT : ( cont inuing ) '.'/e have all got t o "give . " 1'/e have got t o keep 

up our own domest ic t hings lih:e , for instance , the infantile paralysis 

drive , and a crent many other drives -- hospi t al dri ves, charity dr i ves 
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of all kinds . And we have got to -- instead of cutti ng ott anything --

just "give " a little bit more . That includes these different organiza-

t1ons that are pretty well tied in together at t he present time in 

cooperation with the Red Cross , and v~rking t hrough the -- I have for-

gotten the name of t he committee t he Joe Davies' committee . 

MR. OODI/IN: (interjecting) Yes . 

'IRE PRESIDE.NT: (continuing) In other words , approved orgenizat i ons , 

Q. 1!r. President, doeo this ---

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing) lib.at? 

Q. Does that apply particularly to the relief of Occupied countries? 

Q. Europe, is tbat? 

THE PRESIDEln': You can't -- you can ' t say Yes or lio on t hat. Some of the --

most of t he Occupied countries we can' t get anything into . 

~ (interjecting) Yes • 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) A political t hing . 

Q Mr . President , would that apply to Vichy? 

mE PRESIIE~IT: What? 

Q To Unoccupied France? 

THE PR3SIDENT: Where we can get things in, and ere we are sure of distribu-

tion. That is another t hing that I will have t o give you, as -- without 

attribution or anyt •1 ing else - - I do know we have sent quite a lot of 

food to the children of France, on the -- on the assumption that it 

would be delivered through non- governmental sour ces like t he Quakers , 

and the Red Cross, etcetera . 

And t he experien~e has not been a hundred percent satisfact ory. 

Some of t he food t hat we have sent over there, most unfortunat ely ha_s 

been put on a train, in lnrdeilles . And the train started , ostensibly 

1 
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bound for an Unoccupied part or France where they needed food for t he 

children, end the train went right on going -- into Oennany. 

So the t hing has got to be avdUlly caref ully checked . Now we 

certainly at this time cannot afford to send food to an enemy country. 

~ Is that an isol ated instance, sir? 

THE PRESIDENl' : What? 

~ Have you bad more than one instance? 

THE PRESIDENl': There have been a number of small instances. This was 

rather a large instance . 

MR. GOIY.'IIN: Mr. President , did you have something more that you wanted to 

say to us? 

THE PRESI:E&'H' : I have got quite a l ot of things. 

I have just signed the PTice Control bill. il.nd 1:r . Henderson says , 

in recommending that I sign it , t hat it makes an honest woman out of 

him. And when 1 signed it , I sai d to him it makes an honest woman out 

of me tob. In ot her words , it ' s Congressional authorization for carry­

ing out certain t hi ngs which a re inhe rent in a vmr situation. He gave 

me a little memorandum which I can talk t o you on, and then thi s after­

noon Leon (Henderson) and Steve (Early) are going to work out tor you 

something that is a little bit longer , in the' way of an analysis of what 

can be done , and what can 't be done . 

Leon s ays, "A. The bill is worth having . B. It 1 s another valu­

able tool to use , in conjunction wit h other tools , for t he control of 

inflation other tools such as taxation , aod sav in3s , and rationing." 

The framsworlt of the bill is good . Now th is is me talking . The 

framework of t he bill is good , because it pr ovides for responsibility 

in a single Administrator, and a workable set of administ rative pro-

• • 
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cedures . The enforcement provisions of the bill are good. we - - the 

Administrat or may license persons vmo are subject to the Act , and may 

if necessary secure compliance with the Act through criminal proceed-

ings and injunctions . In addition t o that , consumers themselves may 

bring suits for treble damages against sellers who violate the maximum .. 
price regulations. In other words t he bill has got teeth in it. 

· Third, on the whole the rent provisions of the bill are good. If 

State or local authorities fail or refuse t o stabilize rents , the Ad-

ministrator may move in and establish a system or rent control similar 

t o the system provided for the Di strict of Columbia . That ought to be 

a definite help in stabilizing the -- what might be called the cost of 

living . 

Fourth , t here is a useful and important power g1 ven to the Ad-

ministrator, who may buy and sell commodities , in order to obtain the 

maximum necessary production. 

Fifth, the maximum price provisions of the bill , in relation to 

non-acricultural commodities, are eood . I n seneral - - this is a general 

state~.ent . :·;e do not make -- call them exceptions . !n general , the 

price of commodities will be based on the levels t ha t prevailed in the 
• first half of October , 1941 , e.djusted for various rectors of general 
' 

a pplicability and effect . 

In regard to the agricultural commodities, t here are certain limite-

tion~ which are not so good . The real dant;e r -- there are a number or 

rather technical mat t ers in t he agricultural provisions - - but the real 

do.ne;er lies in the provision that no price shall be established below 

llO% of parity . The objective of course ·on that, of the Administration, 

Yms afte~ very , very many years t o - - effort to bring the price of 

-. 
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agricultural commodities up to parity . .,'e have bsen worki ng at it for 

over eight years. We bate not attained the goal, except in a minorit y 

of agriculturol products , well, such as meat . And we had hoped that 

the legislation would be in such form t hat we should seek ac average of 

parity. 

This provision of not less than 110~ of parity is a very definite 

violation of an objective which had been sought for eiGht years by the 

agricultural population of this countrY. as t he goal t hey set , And , 

therefore, in regard to the cost of liv.ing, the 11~1 of parity pro-
1 

vision i s a threat t o the cost of livi ng , especially in view of the 

fact that parity , as you know, i s not a fixed amount. It ' s a relation-

ship of agricultural cost of living to the nonagricultural -- the indus-

trial and other cost of living . Rnd, therefore, as the cost of living 

goes up the extra 1o,.; goes up , all of l'ihich is -- provides for a ten-

dency toward a rise in the cost of living , foodstuffs being a very 

ir.lportallt ite:: in the average family . 

A.nd finally, the bill is certainly 1•:orth having. Perhaps it is 

the best v:e could have go~ at t his I. ime , .le will undoubtedly have to 

step on the toes of a lot of people , "hich 1 s a~ir. another inherent 

factor in \>.'Srtime . ":le hope by viuorous adm.inistration t o fill in the 

gaps in the legislation, and if necessary as~ Congress for ~endments 

which will become more clear. with the actual operation of the -- of the 

• 
bill. Having sat d that mouthful, I ·,;ill now leave it up to Steve and 

Leon to work out a method for tomorro~; morning . 

0 ~. President, is one of the things you are going to try to have corrected - -

Tm: PRE.:U!>EUI': ( interposing) ?.bat? 

Q Is one of the t hi ngs you are going to try t o l~ve Congress correct this 
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big feature t hat you have call ed attention to? 

THE PRESIDEl~: I~ it is necessary. If it see~s necessary - - ask for amend-

ments, if in the operation of the bill the amendment is -- is important. 

Q 1lr. President , might the land ( ?? ) , in. deterntining a.n increase in price , 

tend to keep down the increa se in parity -- in the increase of parity? 

THE PRESIDEI>T: In sane things, Yes; and some things, No. Too general . You 

can' t tell. 

I.!R. GOir.IIN: Vleli , Mr. Pr~sident, isn' t that power to buy and sell commodi-

ties, which seems to be limite d only by the size of the crop - - isn~t 

that a fair way of combating ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes, and then of course also the Farm Credit 

Administration keeps right on going . 

1m. GOJJ.'IIN: Yes. 

Q Mr. President, authorized to buy and sell at the highest price fixed in 

the bill, or some other bil l? 

THE PRESIDE-NT: No. The objective is t o keep t he thing stabl e, betwee'n a 

ceiling and a floor . 

Q. Then t he reouirement is not t o purcha se agricultural commodities_ at 110% 

of parity? 

THE PRESIDEm': It der,:ends e ntirel y on t he individual case. 

Now l et's see what else we have got. 

Q (interposine) Isn ' t there a provision in the bill, Mr. President , that 

forbids buying and selling for the purpose of controlling prices? I 

had an idea t hat that - --

THE PRESIDL"ll'_i __ nnterpos i ng) (turning to ~eon Henderson) Leon? I don ' t 

know . 

J L:R. LEOX :::o:i\'D.ERSOX: Thi s provis i on r e l at e s to t he agricultural commodities, 

• 
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but there is no bar in this bill on the Commodity Credit Corporation's 

operation. Thera is some confusion about tlmt , but the legislative 

history is very , very clear . Brown - - Senator Brovm made that very 

clear, the day the Senate adopted the conference report . 

TEE PRESIDENT: I was mistaken. I said "Farm Credit ." I meant "Commodity 

Cr edit." 

Q. Mr . President, do you know yet who will be appointed Price Administrator? 

(loud laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Ecce homo ! (more laughter) 

Q Mr . President , hasn 't the -- 1'1asn' t the controversy -- the probable mis­

understanding between Secretary Wick!:rd and tAr . Henderson been straight­

- ened out? 

THE PRESID~: I don ' t think t here l'l<lS so m!J.ch to that controversy as some 

people thought • 

l.IR. LEOl: !lE:tiD;;R50ll: I am seeing hill-at a quarter t o twelve . 

THE PRZsiDENT: '.'/hat? 

MR. LEON H~ON: l.l' . President, rill' . rrick~rtl and I al·e seeing each other 

at a quarter t o twelve . 

TID: ?iESIDENI' : Then they l'lill talk, to see who pays for lunch . (laughter) 

Q. .;hat ' s the weight of the gloves? 

Q. l.:r . President , you spoke about inherent po:·:ers . Could those carry price 

control beyond t he provisions of the bill in any respect? 

THE PRESIDENT: I b.o.ven 't thought of any . I haven ' t got any in mind. ..ell , 

for example , somebody gave me a memorandum here that somebody WllS going 

to as:< me a question about mevi ng non- defense p~pple out of ;·rashington. 

And it is a question of inherent powers . '~d I suppose if we ·.'113re to 

ltB.ke it very uncomfortable for the what shall I call them? para-



• 
( 

• 

II 

-
#802 -- 9 108 

sites in washington , the parasites would leave. There are a goo.d many 

parasites in washington today. \'le all know that . (laughter) I don't 

know 'l.•hether thut is an exercise of an inherent power ar not , but I am 

inclined to think t hey would get out . (more laushter) 

~ Power to requisition bui ldi ngs? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , yes . 

ER . GODWIN: Mr . President, that statement is based on, I think , based on 

testimony that Mr. Palmer made before the 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes, yes . 

MR. GODNIN: (continuing) - - - Buildings - - Public Buildings (Committee). He 

said that there were 80 -- 100 thousand people had come here , and 85 

thousand more were expected this year , and that you could -- that you 

were evacuating about 12 thousand Government clerks , and that there was 

a saturation point which the utilities -- thnt simply could not - - the 

city could not stand with its present size , its streets, streetcars , and 

electric lights . This extra 73 thousand people would themselves bring 

an impasse somewher e . ~d this to.•m is considerably upset about it. 

THE PR=:SID.E::-."1' : r.ell , I know wha t I would do . I wc:uld write a story with a 

headline -- large leadline - - in the r.ashington papers . '£he headline 

very simple -- go right in a -- a box -- ri3fit across the front page: 

"Are You A Parasit e?" (laue hter) trow a lot of people i n this town are 

30ing to say, " I wonder if I am a parasite or not?" (more laugbter) 

li1R . GOD.viN: Well , you ---

~ PRi.;IDE!:'l': (interposing) Rhat? 

MR. (i,)D'IIIN: (continuing) ---you ought t o appoint a "parasite ooJiunission." 

;7e could cl ean house . (laughter) . e could run soMe of them out • 

THE PRESIDEhT : 1;e went int o it in the ·:iorld ::ar . Lots of people were personal 

' 
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friends of mine ' who came down to Washington and just had a good time - ­

didn't do a lick of M:>rk - - men and women. 

1!R . GODiVIN: Well , 73 thousand of the)ll? (laughter) 

Tl!E PRESIDE!:'!': What? I don •t know. I never cour.ted them, but t her e were an 

awful lot around, and they clogged up the actual I'IOrk -- war work of 

the Government -- the ! act that t hey were here having a good time . 

:.:R. GOIX'JIN: Well , seriously, li:r . President ---

THE PIESIDENI': (interposing) That is ser ious . 

llR. GOUNIN: (cont i nuing) --- what Mr . Palmer said was that we will ask people 

t o gi ve up their homes and t heir offices 

~{E PRESIDENT: ( i nterjecting) If they are parasites . 

l!.R. GOU:IIN: (continuing) It •::iLl not be effective . You can' t ask anybody 

to give up his home or l s office or go somewhere else . It's not a 

good thing, if you will pardon me f or caking a speech? 

T:1E PRESIDEl!T: I have got this memorandum -- I might as well read i t. This 

is fro.'U Pal1~er. ••hat Palmer said wo.s that when the saturation point of 

construction of ~ousin~ had been reached in the Dist~ict, the t nose 

people now living here not" essential to the v.ar effort should be asked 

to move out . ,'{hat Palmer had in mind 1•.as thot cl ass of people viho live 

in iiashington because they like to live here for social reasons, or be­

cause their girl -- their children ere goi nt; t o school here . People v:ho 

11 ve in 20-room houses on l.:assachusetts Avenue , for instsnce, occupying 

homes there rather t ~n Government or busin ess --

l.lR. GODiiU !: (aside) SU;,.ner "elles? 

THE PRESID&\~: ( continuing) --- all such interests i ncident to the normal 

fu~ctionins of the city . Tliere is in effect now; under the war powers 

of the Pre sident , t he r1 ght for the Pres ident t o take over dv;ellings , 
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hotels , etcetera, if needed for any connect~on with th~r, and of 

course, under that he would have the right t o take over smaller types of 

accommodations. That answers the question . 
\ 

MR . GOD'Io'IN: Yes . Whether you have the riB)lt or not in wartime only? 

'lEE PRESIDENT: That 1 s right , 

Q Who would determine 

THE PRESIDE! IT: (interposing ) ·.~nat? 

Q. 'ilho would deter mine whether the occupati on is essential? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think I would appoint a C0ll111littee from-·the Press. 

(laughter) 

MR. GODmN: That ' s 'r-ight • 

Q Is the Press essential? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? (laughter) 

0 Mr . President, how about t hose on relief in '.'lashington , who can't ge t jobs? 

Will they be moved out? 

THE PRESID&\'T: That -- that that end of it is working out prett y well. 

:Jlost of them are employed, or they are people <tlo hc.ve been here for a 

long, l ong time. .Vell, just for exampl e , one of the ei'fects of the --

this is a local story, but it applies t o other places too you know the 

blind here in Washi ngton have been provided , for the l ast seven or eight 

years , with the right and with enough capital to start a little stand 

in Government buildings. And they h~;ve had a vel"'J ' l!l rge number of blind 

people -- who would be on relief - - running t hese stands. \'/ell , wi t h 

the coming of the war and l ots more peopl e , some of t hose blind people 

who are runninB stands -- DElWSpapers, magazines , small knickkna cks, and 

even some of the stands have coffee and se. nd~rich stands -- t hey are mak­

inG so much money t oday t ha t we p.J.t in additional stands , in or aer to 

• 
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' employ more blind people. 

~ell, the net result of that action is that t~ere are - - there is a 

shortage of blind people in the District . (laughter) It is an runazing 

thing. And they are all havillg the opportunity to earn their own liv­

ing , and t herefore to go off relief . And there are practically no blind 

people who are physically capable of running a stand .,mo are on relief 

at the present time . 

It ' 9 a very nice illustration of ho" we are really trying to get 

down to the individual cases, like handicapped :people . 

<t liir. President 

Q (inte rposing ) J.lr . President, may we quote that suggested handline, "Are 

You A Parasite"? 

THE P~IDEln' : Yes, yes . 

Q. wr . President, have you received lett ers from two of t he presidents of the 

Railroad Brot he rhoods -- the Firemen and i:.J'lginemen , and t he Railway 

Trainmen -- asking :;ou to t!Ue over the Toledo , Peoria an<1 West e rn 

Railroad? 

'ffiE PR::::SID.::OIT: Yes , and I sent it over - - I don't know v.no I sent it to . I 

thin!!: it was t he Railway labor people that it v:ent to . (turnine to 1\.:r . 

Early) 

r.:R . EARLY: Yos, I t hink so . 

Q Any decision on an Ambassador to ?toscow yet, 9i r? 

THE PRESIO;tNT: Not yet . l'le hope soon . 

Q · Are you contempl ating any further action on that strike situation, !.lr. 

President? 

TH:.: PRSSIDJ:.."'T: On what? 

Q. On tint Toledo, Peoria aud ·;1estern strike situation? 
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THE Prui:SIDENT: Why, I have asked for a reconunendation on it . 

Q Railway? 

THE PRb:SIDENT: Yes . 

!.!R . COI1/1Ul : Thank you, !Jr . Prc.sident, and a Happy Birthdayt 

CHORUS OF VOICES : Happy Birthdayt 
THE PRl!.~DIDlT : (aside t o ..!r . Godwin and t.(r . Early) Look , ! _hope Sissie 

(Patterson) won't take that as pe r sonal. 

l.IR. GOJ:I/iiN: I hope she will . 

THL PRE.JlDEI:T: I hope she wi.ll. 
:.:R. 00!:1!/H!: She only lives a t t he int ersect ion of io:assachusetts Avenuet 

( l aughter ) 

(Notebook VII- PC - - Pas e 3S) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #803 
Executive Office of the Pres i dent 
February 6 , 1942 - - 10.50 ~.M . 

'mE PRESIDENT: :\'ell? 

MR. OOD'iiiN: Row do you · do , Mr . President? 

C Hi , Ur . President . 

THE PRESIDENT: 'I/ ell , I "do" better , 
• 

l.!R. OOD.'ITil: I am another radio man that gets fan ma.il a t t he ,/hite House, 

even a ddressed to me here. 

THE PR::SIDSI.T: You and Fala , 

l~. COD:IIN: Le and Fala! (laughter ) I think I ·:.ill turn it over t o you . 

They all want sanet hing. 

11 3 

'l'HZ Pfill.3I DZl\'T : Sure? They haven 't sent you a collar yet, or a license tag? 

!lR . OOD./IN: 1\o . 

J.:R. DOt!ALDSON: All in . 

'rnS PRESIDSI~: Steve tells me there is no news . I have been laid up for two 

days vdth a bad cold . I am all right a~~in today . There is very little 

nev1s that hasn ' t already been given out. Can you t il ink of anything , 

Earl (Godwin)? 

l.!R . corr:.rn:: I VIaS 80ing to asi> if you had anything t o SS'J about Chairman 

Zd Flynn's recent speech t hat has attracted a good deal ---

VOIC35: (inter posine) Louder . Louder . 

Tllii: PRE:>IDE~Tr : I honestly don ' t know. I don ' t know what he said . 

: :R . COU.'!IU: !.lr . !.:ichelson could inform you, oaybe. 

:.:R. :.:ICJP; J Ot• : :!hat ' s 1 t a bout? 

THE PRESI:J£:lT : I haven 't s een Charlie (:.:ichelson ) . 

1:R. ooo::r::: /ell , i s that a seri ous answer, sir? I 1\0uld lilce 'to pursue 11;. 
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THE PRESIDENT: I t really is se rious , because !rankly I have no i dea what 

Flynn sai d . 

JlR , GOV.'/IN: He made a statement -- spoke something like this: that the 

election of a Congress hostile to the Administration would be equal t o a 

major milita ry disaster, or - - or ;•lOrds to that effect . 

TliE PRESIDENI': t:ell, I will tell you-- I suppose the easies'ti .way of ·putting 

it is this: that when a country is at ·.var we ~rant Congressmen, regard-

less of party - - set t hat -- to b~c~ up the Government of the United 

States , and who h:lve a record of backing up the Government of the lJnitod 

Stat es in an emergency, regardless of party . 

~:R . GOD.iiN: (interjecting) That's it . I 
THE PRESIDEtiT: (continuinbl Put that dO'nn again , twice . I think that covers 

~ 

i t all right . (laughter ) 

:iR. GOJUIN : That's fine . 

Q Ur . President, there has been talk ~hat t here mieht be a shipping czar, 

not so much for t he ships but for cargo space . There has beau some com-

plaint on the affective use of cargo space . 

THE PRESI DD.'T: I don ' t know . I don' t know. I never heard of it. :•ie have 

-- we have a - - in effect a ship allocation czar . 

~ That ' s allocation or ships , bu t t his is cargo space . For instance, some 

of the stuff coming from this Pacific South~.-est has been non- essential 

mat erials , a.nd the ships are going down South for nitrates, and goina 

down empty -- not wel l cargoed , and while the 

THE PRESI Dn.'T : (interposing) I will look into it . I haven 't personally 

had any complaints about i t, but maybe something ought to be done • 

.. R. GCO.:I!!: (interposing) !.:r . Presici.ent ---

TiC Pa::3I!Ei'IT: (£ontinuin"') Then , of course, · e have to l'BHoeober that in a 

... 
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war it is almost i mpossible to plan for every shi p a schedule suffi-

cientl y far ahead to a rrange for the best method of shipment , and the 

best a rticles t o ship, because of the simple tact t ha t in a l'lar a 

great manY: shi ps have a schedule , and wi t hout worni~g , or l'lithout notice, 

we have t o break that schedule because of some emergency. But I will 

look int o it and see what i t is . 

MR. C<>!7.mi: :.:r. President, it might -- might aid you to know t hat the people 

who are close to t he ,'/bite Bouse - - I mean these •. igher-ups in the 

sh+pping busines~ , ma.~e the - - make the statement that ships on military 

JJ!issi ons J:!urrying to get there, will be sixty or eiB)lty percent loaded . 

Possibly some of that is accounted for because they don ' t know how to 

sto1•1 things in bet v.een whatever they are carrying . That stat en:ent comes 

from private shippiDG sources . Does that help you any? 

THE PRESIDE:~: J<o , it doesn' t , because again you run into the emergency 

question . Sometimes the stuff is not ready, on an out~~rd-bound ship , 

and we have to send her out sixty or eighty ,;ercent loaded , because we 

can' t I'IBit . 

Q Mr . President, did you c onfer again this week with Dr . Van Xl.effens , the 

Dutch Forei~ winister? 

'mE PRJ:SIDEi1I': llo . I am seeing him -- (turning to ~:r . »arl,y) - - A.:~ I seeing 

:::R . ::Arti.Y: (interposing) Today. 

1'1"'-A PRE3IDEm' : Yes . Today . 

~ For lunch , sir? 

THE ?RESIDENT: No . 

:..'R. ::ARLY : No , sir . 

THZ PEill>ID.ZNT: .;.bout 11lnt ti!!le is it? (lookin-; ot his appoint:llent list) 
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MR. E~: 12 . ')0 , s ir. 

THE PRESIDENI' : 12 . JO, The Minister of the I>etherlends , end Lieutenant 

Governor Van ~look, end Dr . Van Kl.e1' fens the Fore ian J,!inister. 

11 6 

~ It seems to be the impression, sir, which Mr . Van Kleffens has in turn 

added to , that the Pacific councils to which J.!r , Churchill referred are 

now beginning to shnpe up . Could you throw any light on t hat? 

T"dE P!ESIDE:Il': Begi nning t o what? 

t!R. ::i:ARLY: Shape up . 

Q, Shape up. 

THE PRESIDEl>ll' : Yes , I think they are . 

Q, Are t hose councils to be military, n are they to be :political and mili ­

tary, sir? 

T5E P?~IDEI<T: I'd say - - I would put it this way, that there is the --

down in the Abde area, as you know, there is the military command under 

the supreme collllll8nd of .:avell. )low t here ere certain - that is -- I 

suppose it is a - - a slipshod way of putting it, but the operations 

could be called "tactical ." I r efer t o the certain long range strategic 

quest ions which would be referred here, and London . '.'1ell London of 

course includes the - - the British Empire people -- Austral ia and New 

Zesl.end -- and it also includes the D..itch .gover1went in i.ondon . Now 

those s t rate3ic Questions which would be referred -- i t isn' t a very 

geod differentiation to eake -- tactical end strat egic - - because it 

isn't a clear line al'l.'ays . But it is the best - - it is t he best termi­

nology that I cnn think of a t this time . 

Now on the strategical things that I'IOilld be referred her e , or Lon­

don -- long range a -e.i t1 -- you would have to divide them into two parts, 

One would be the military a.nd oaval, purely, and t nay 110uld go to the 
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joint staffs, on which there would be consultations, of course, with 

Austrelian, New Zealand , 'and Dutch officer s . Another group of questions 

that would be referred would be more of a political character -- a gov-

ernment character -- and they would be .referred t o the American govern-

ment, and the British gover nment , and the Dutch government, and the 

Colonials' gover nments represented in London. 

Q. (inter posing) Well, then ·--- ' · 

THE PRESIDENr: ( co;ltinuing ) Now, of course, ,t here again you run up against 

the distinct possibility that you will have something that is partly 

political and partly strategic, I am t hinking in very broad terms, 

nothing specific at all . Where t bey have both characteristics they 

probably would be r eferred both to the governmental agencies -- the 

political agencies -- end then the military and naval. 

~ Would these so cal led councils, sir, sit in Washingt on, or would they sit 

bot h in :vashington and London? 

'I'H:i: PRESIDE!'!!': Oh, they are :.._ they are sitting both in '.'lsshington and 

London. 

Q They are sitting? 

THE PRESIDE!\'!' : They are. 

Q They are in being no~~ 

THE PRESI DENT: Oh, they have been for a month. 

' Q For a month? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, 

Q. Thank you, sir . 

' 
THE PRESIDJn..'T: And I t hi nk -- I think t here is no reason why we shouldn' t 

point out t hat on the st rictly -- the decision end of t hese t hi ngs , t here 

is very close cooperation bet\·Jeen .\ashington and London . 
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I suppose the easiest way of putti ng i t is this: that when a ques­

tion i s raised down in that area t hat has t o be referred , there a r e t wo 

,copi es made . One copy is marked for action , and thet comes to ':lashing­

ton. The other copy &Oes to London , and that i s ~~ked for recommenda­

tion to •::asilington . And, in the event of disagreement , it comes to the 

higher authorities in both places . There haven ' t been any disagreements 

to date , and probably v:on ' t be . But the "action" copy comes to :lashington . 

Q I s New Zealand represented in fact on these cou_c1ls , or has it been for 

a 1:1ont h, sir? 

T"i!E PRESI DEI\'1' : Oh , Yes . Consult with them all t he time . or cour se , t hey 

haven't had, so far , any very hi gh- ranking officers here . And I think 

they are sendillJ some men . 

~ The !'inister {7fnlter !lash) is here no11'? 

'J.'IJE ?~ID:31~: Yes . I am receiving him , probably in the course of the next 

day or two . 

Q In that connection, ll:c , President , :.:r . Nash , at his first Pr ess Conference , 

spoke of an area out side of Abda ·t.hi ch would cover --­

THE PRZSID~~ : {interjecting) Yes . 

'l. { continuin.,;) - -- Australia and i.\ew Zealand , 

TJIE ?RESI!>Z:1r: {inter jectin:;) Yes . 

::. { cont inuinv,) --- with a recommendation that the headquart&rs v:oulc:l be 

here , and :·:ho hoped also that the commander \''Ould be an American admiral . 

That hasn ' t been presented to you as yet , has it? 

THE PRESIDJ::~IT : The two. t hings have been diecuss<;~d ri~t along . You are get­

ting do1·.-n into the detail field , and thc t is one of the thinGs :te can ' t 

talk about and put down too specifically, but the thing is working . 

~ ~. ?rosicent, do you ~xpect any early results from the 500-million- collar 

• 
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loan to China? 

'l'HZ PRESIDEI11': I think so . l..uite aside from t he - - i t might be called t he 

psychological point of view, assuri!l{; China througll the loan that vre are 

solidly behind them and ere helping in every :1ay that is physically 

possible in the military sense , as fast a s we can - - t his is a - - a 

will be a very defir.ite relief t o t he 11hol e ~nancial problEill of China 

i t self , thr ough stabi lizat i on of t heir currency , and the abil i ty to get 

Jnore t hings t hat t hey ver y gr eatly need for their armies . 

Q Purchasi ng vd t hin Chi na? 

• THE PRJ?.SIDENI': '1/ha t ? 

~ Purchasing wit hin China , you mean? 

THE PRESID&\~ : Yes , and some things that t hey can cet on the outside . 

~ IU' . President , has Senat or Heed' s amendment on the '.'lege- Hour Law come to 

your attention yet? 
. 

THE PRES IDEm': tio . 

Q Have you decided on a new "'<iministrator for the ,;aBe- Hour? 

TU~ P?.::SID~:T : Very nearly . Kot quite . 

Q ~ . President , when you referred to Conbres~en, regardless of party , you 

oeant t o include the Senators also , using t he general term? 

Tllt: Pn:::SIDEi11': Yes, yes . 

L:R. CODIIIN: !.:r . Presi dent , have you accepted l<atban Str&.us ' resignation? 

'ffiE PRESIDJUI': ;•:ell , this is off the record , ---

i.:R. COD:IIN: (interjecting ) He bade s oodbye - --

TH:S: PR:::3IP._ENT: (conti nui ns) - -- I have his resienation . I haven ' t had time 

t o wr1 te him a lette r a ccept ing i t, but I expect t o do 1 t over the week 

end . 

!.:R. coron:: Do you care nov: to JTantion the ne.Jne of a possible successor? 
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THE PR:.-::>IDE:~T : l~ot yet. 

~ (interposi~) ~ . President 

:?. (interposin,;) t:r . President, any :vrogress ---

THE PR..:.JIDEI<T: ( continuin~ ) uhat l would like - - I think this probably had 

better be completely off the record. It is rather a nice thouibt. 

~ (interposing) ~r . Pr~sident ---

TRE PRESIDENT: (cot;ttinuin::; ) As long as you don' t attribute it , you can use 

it . i,'/e .ere ac.,uirin::~, have been acquiring for SOiue time, and undoubtedly . 

will acnuire more Hazi internees, and Nazi prisoners in this country who 

would be of course :placed -- what ' s a polite t orm? -- behind barbed wire 

and adenuately taken care of . =nd, perhaps there is s~ne merit to the 

thought , it would be rather a nice gesture to put N::~than Straus in 

charge of those Nazi internees . (loud laught er) Do you think it's a 

good idea? 

l!R. COIJ.'/Ii:: .:as that off the record? 

T'rlE PRESIDAt:T: Kow you can use the attributi "n -- bac.,:ground ---

:.:R. ZA.!U.Y: (interposing) Background . I don ' t think tl:nt \':ould be possible 

to work out . 

THE PiB.SIDE:~ : :hat ? Tbat doesn ' t see::: to be possible to work out? 

I!R. El..'U.Y: :ro , sir. 

THE PaJ;SID:::I"l': ,/ell , all ri;;ht . You em attribute it as a very "pious" 

thought , I supp.>se that ' s the best r1ord . 

:.:R. OODo'II:-! : ( aside) How about it? 

Q ~lr . President; do y ou expect to t ake any f urther actiot! to speed up the' 

construct ion of the !{ew York City !.l{t.ssena r.owcr line? 

Tll~ P!C:SIDE!.lT: I read somet hinc; in the paper about it not being allowed to 

go throush three miles of the Adirondack Preserve . I b.!lven ' t seen any-
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thing • 

Q That is a SJMller portion of the line , L:r . President . The line rrom !;ew 

York City to Taylorsville bas still not been cleared in ~rasbington . 

THE ?R:::siDE:l~ : I don ' t know . Last I bear d was a couple of :\eeks ago , and 

t hey were c learing i t . now Vlhetber 1 t has bee:l done or not , I don't 

know . 

Q. Mr . President, 1?111 an A.'llbessador to Russia be appointed soon? 

TKE PRESIDENT : Yes . 

Q I t ' s i n tha works? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes . It ' s i n the 11orks . 

Q. Todp.y , sir? 

'mE PR::SI DENT : tlo • 

!.:R. GOD'.'TIH: (!lSi de) Not t ill lionday . 

~ tir . President , have you gi ven any thought to the appointment of Ambassadors 

to Bolivia and Paraguay? 

T.!Z ?R3SI D:>:lfl': Yes . .re have given a ;;ood deal or thought t o i t. 

!.!R. GOU:.'I:I : You are not ready to announce it? 

TE::: ? !U!:ii D:::!ll' : Hot raady t o announce it yet • 

LR. COD'."ini: (aside) un: about it? 

Tha~~ you , ~ . President . 

Q. Thank you , lir . President . 

r 
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