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CO.NFI DENTIAL 
Press Conference //801. 
Execut i ve Office of the Pr esident 
February 10 , 1942 - - l, . l O,p .m. 

~~ . 00i¥<!.000i>l: All in. (this was scarcely heard above tee hubbub) 

l.i!L DO:rAI.DSON: All in . 

THE PRESID~lr : I have sent out a letter to all heads of departments , agencies , 

e tcet era -- a memoro.nd= saying, " It .i s essential that an e G,uitable 

and imiform practice be f oll01·:ed i n applyinG provisi ons of the Selective 

Servi ce and Traini ng Act t o office r s and employees in the Feder a l s e r -

vi ce . The policy wi t h respect t o def er.nent from military t raini ng 

and service on occupational grounds, r ecommended in t he att ached memo-

~ randum of .i:'ebr u.ary 5, has my approval , nnd all concerned will be 

governed accordingl y ." 

"'nd I will ask Steve (!.!r . ;;;arly) to have $OlliS copi es or phot ostat s 

made of the reconunendations to me by .:iecret&.ries of ·rreasury , War,~ravy , 

and General (Lewis n. ) !ler s \ley , end ( ~.1'1l . li . ) !~cReynolds , Per sonnel 

Admini s t rat i ve Assistant . hlld see if I cun short en t hi s a bit f or 

you, and many other items , on what i t ' s all about . 

They recommend, and I ~ave apprvved and put i Lto effect , the 

1'ollowin: : :i«<quest for defer_ent from ser vice of any offic e r or em-

ployee of the Govern.-.:ent shall be made only by the head of the approp-

riat e deportment . Such renuest must be made on fo~ns prescribed by 

t he Selective Service Syst em . 

Secondly , no such r eouest shall be made exoe}Jt when t he head of 

t he department shall certify, first , thut tho officer or employee is in 

a position , the duties of .~ich are clearly related to t he ~ar effort 

or i t s essential sup;ortinc activities . Seco?dlJ, tha~ the officer or 
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employee is in a type of position listed by the Selective ~ervice as 

one in ''mich it is difficult to obtain replacer:ent s, or a tY}Je of 

position in ·:;hich he cannot be readily replaced except by the train­

in.:; of a successor t hrough work experience' for a period of at least 

six months . 

Number three , the initial request for defera.eut will be for a 

period of not to exceed six c.onths. If the dutie s of t he position 

are of a type requiring work experience of at least two years, the 

appropriate agency will take iiiUllediate steps to train a successor . 

• 

Fourth, reCluest for defen::ent beyond the ini tial six r:.onths period 

will not be made except when the head of the de~rtr.te nt certifies that 

one of the followin g conditions exist: First , t hat to att ain reason­

able competence in the duties of the positior. , work experience of two 

years Clr' more is necessary. Second , that replacement has been secured 

for the individual, but that a further period of training is re~uired 

before the trainee is qualified to go i n . And third , that the Selective 

Service system has found 'th:lt a shortage of );ersons 1•rith qualifications 

required in the particuj.ar posit i o.n exists , and that i t has been im­

possible t o get a repl aceffient . needs of all departments make inventory 

of all officers -- to ~~ke an inventory of all of ficers and employees 

V~ho in all probability 7.1.11 be placed in Class lA, and where necessary 

recruit and bet;in the training of persons 1:ho are to take t heir places. 

I think that covers t hat pretty wel l . Thet goes ~i.th it Steve . 

(handing r.:r • • ...:ar l y some additional papers) 

I( >.:r . President , do you have any esti::tate on the nUCiber of persons who 

mir.ht be - - -

TIE ?a:.: .. i"Io::;n' : (1nterposin"') ilo . l~ot yet . titeve just as::ed for it . They 
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will probably come in very soon. 

Q l.lr . President , do you care to comment on the speech made by Premier 

(Mitchell F, ) Hepburn of Onts rio today, in which he says that the 

Japanese have obtained such naval superiority in the P&cific t hat the 

present Uni ted States Fleet is in biding? 

THE PRESIDE!n' : Very simpl e answer in two forms . I haven' t seen the entire 

speech , merely an alleged excerpt . And secondly , if I did see the en-

tire speech it would be or course for Ottav:a to say anything , and not 

:7ash1ngton . 

:;. :.:r . President, the - - the hearing -- investi gation of the Farm ->ecurity 

Administration is coing on before a committee on non- essential expend!-

tures . .~ould you care to say whether you consider t heir ·;1ork non-

essential? 

THE PRESI DE:n': I ;·.•ould say it is extremely essential to keep that going . 

Our whole food situation for the duration of the war is intimately con-

nected with it , Furthermore , the ·::hole problem of security for a large 

number of individual families is at stake , Of course H is essentia l. 

C Ur. President 

r (interposing ) ~. Pres ident , in that connection 

THE P!lli3IDb:HT :· Whst? 

Q !!r . Pres ident , in t hat connection it has been t estified and admitted , as 

I unders t and it , t hat the Farm Security neministration has in Alabama 

paid poll taxes . ~ould you care to comment on that? 

TilE PR:::SI D;;:NT: I don 't think that t hey shoul d par the poll t ax . 

Q J.!r , President , it \'iU S also bt·ousJ! t out by >:>enator La Follette today that 
_ ... ~l 

Ed O' Neal has a checkoff s ys tem by v.hicn public >-labama landlords a nd 

others are collectin& due s of the i.merican Farn. Dureau J!'ederation from 

• 
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sharecroppers . ;/ould you care to collU!lent on that? 

Tti.E PRESI!T~!T : I would say exactly tbe same thing . I don ' t think they should 

do that . 

ct t.:r. President , can you tell us about your· conference with L!ayor LaGuardia? 

THE PRESIDE! IT: Didn't he see you on his way out? 

~ No . 
( 

Q. No , sir . 

THE PRESID::!:i'iT: .'iell , he is ending his service . !-ie broueht out a point 

which I hadn ' t thought of befor e , but it fs perfectly true . He wasn ' t 

appointed because there was some - - some question i n the in the New 

York constitution as t o whether he could take appointive office . 

I,ffi , EA.'U.Y: (interjecting) Tnat' s r ight . 

T!IE PR.ESIDB:iT: ( continuin;;) But I requisitioned his services . I think he 

has been serving without pay, and he is now -- what do you call it? 

· relinquishing that work, having arrived at the period of the completion 

of the organ1zati()nal v.ork . 

~ 7/ho will succeed him, ~. President? 

TH3 PPSSID:::::T: L:.r , -- :>ean - - ;lean Landis . 

Q lie will get the title too, will he? 

'!'H:: r:r::3I::JZ1'T: Yes, yes . I guess he will be y:eid too . (laueJlter) 

~ (interposing) ~!r . President ---

TIC!: Ptt:::; ID::i:i.iT: (continuing ) Off the record , whether he does a Sally Rnn<! 

act or not , (more lau~hter) 

Q The final say - - will his say be final? 

TH,; P!l.:.J! D~h'T : ':ihat 'I 

-G ./ill his say be final? 

THE 1-'!~ID::JiT : I hope not , You mio}lt kill him . (laughter) 
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<;. ~7111 Landis say in his --

Tm: PRESIDEl'.'T: His "say"? I thought; you said h i s " pay ." Oh t Yes . 

Q Ur . President, do you have any .sort of order in preparation for creation 

of a manpower mob1lizatiop board , to make the powers -- to consider 

mobilizing JT.anpo·.':er for industry as well as the amed forces , and al.: 

locating t he same? 

THE PRESIDEllr: I would say tlmt t he mat ter is under study still . Has been 

for about about three weeks . 

~ Is it near completion, sir? 

TID: PRI::SIDENT : No . Not yet • 

~ Is there any truth t o report s t hat Ur; Hillman will head - -- . 

TRE PRZSIDENT: (interposing) I don ' t kno·,•t . \fe haven ' t got t o the problem 

of personnel yet . It is entir ely _a problem of bow to organize i t. 

Q. There are also reports that he has been offer ed the position of Secretary 

of Labor? 

TliE PRZSID:.l-."1': Good . Good . 

~ could you com~ent on that? 

T:.U PR:::3!D'•':>.'T: No. I don ' t care . The pa:pers Cell print what they ?tent . 

They will probably be wrone, but t !lat is up to the papers . 

~ !.!r . President , is there anything beinz set up to manage the Fisheries 

in order to obtain that 200 mill ion pounds of exports 

THl:: PR:!:SID::NT: (interposing ) I.:anage the what? 

~<. The Fisheries , in order to build up 200 million pounds of el(l)ort that 

there is planned ---

TH! PRBSID~~ : (interposing ) I haven' t heard anything about that at all . 

You mean to increase the catch of fish? 

Q :.•en , it is partially that, but to handle the problems connected with-- -
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TRE PRESIDE!n': (interposing) ·.nth 1'ihat? 

Q 1.:111 tary -- 200 million -- 200 million toni! of - - of dried -- canned 

fish that are to be exported under Lend- Lease . nnd. I understood that 

there was some Executive Order bei.ng prepared to set up a body - - -

ll'lt!: .l?'aESIDZI'Ir : (interposing) I haven't heard it. I hope t:e can export 200 

million pounds . 

~ (interjecting) Pounds . 

THE PRES I DEl\'T : (continuing) I never heard about it . It would be a 3I'and 
/ 

thing 1f we could get t hat many fish to export. 

~ Mr. President, can you t ell us , sir , about your conference last week with 

the A.F.L. and the C,r.o . committee? 

THE PRl'.:SIDEm': We had a very useful and very pleasant round-table talk. 

~ ~ There was a story published this morning, sir , that you had read to them 

e memorandwn from Leon Henderson opposine ---

TEE PR:::Sl!>!::::rr' : (interposing) No . I didn't read them any 

~ (continuing) --- specifically ---

Tin PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- me-morandun fran anybody. 

,; Q tr . President , you conferred with Congressional !.eaders with re~rd to 

the St . Lawrence today, Did anythint!; develop from that? 

TH.::: PR.l::SIDZ..\"1' : Nothing further than the fact that it is in tho report of the 

Conuni ttce, and in the ~ill. That was all. 

~L "hut is that t hat is in the report of the Committee? Can you say what? 

THE PlU'.SID!!:l\'1' : CQ ahead and build the dam. Can't get anything out of the 

needs of the Government until you build the dam. 

Q. •iell , does that mean that it will be taken up in the House? 

THE PRSSI~rr: Oh Yes . 

• In the ruture? 

' r 
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TKZ P~IDENT : It is in the bill. 

C' How about the ntsv1 :ational feature , tlr. President? . 

THE PRESIDI!:NT: You ha.ve to build a dalll before you can do anything . Let ' s 

build a darn • 

~ (interposing) hr. President , it has been suggested 

TEH PRESIDE!;'!': (continui ns) 'l'hat -- that -- that ' s \dJat they call a 

practical Dutchman talking. (laughter) 

Q It has been sugsasted in the House that you exclude Congress~en from the 

new eJCpanded pension retire,aent !>-ystem. Has such a suggestion reached 

you per sonally? 

THE PP.ESElE.lff : No . I haven ' t heard anythine about thst at all. 

Q (interposing) Representative ---

TIE PRESII:ZllT: (conti.nuilll') ..::Xcept o::Je of my friends came in and told me 

that unoer the bill he thought it applied t o the President of the 

United $tates, and by paying a_ few dollars d~An t he next -- little less 

t han three years , tha t I could get a permanent pension for t he r e st of 

my life, at ~37 , 500 , whic !> -- that would be quite a discove1•y, l·.ouldn • t 

it? I would be able to retire on v37,500 a year by the pa~~nent or 

Ci ve percent, or something , for a f cvt years . 

c;.. ~I . President 

~ (interposing) L:r . Pres i dent , there are so1ne con_.;ressmen who would like 

to have you 1'1nd a 1·.ey to get them out of 1t . ( lauehter) 

C, ( interyosing) :.X . Pr&siaent ---

TID: PRESIDENT: \'/all , there is always one way out . That is not applyins 

for the pension . (laughter) 

Q !k . President, would you si,;n a repeal bill? 

TH<: ffiE.:H!lE\"'1' : i"ihll t? 



'" -----

--------------·------------------
#804 ---a 129 

tt Would you sign a repeal bill? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: I would like to see just how it was phrased first . (.lau6)lter) 

Q r.:r. President - - l.lr . President, were you ever under the Nev1 York State 

retirement tund? 

-T"dE PRESIDEl\"T: Yes . I was under it tor four years . 

Q You are not under 1 t now? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . When I came down here they <;uit payi ng me i nterest, 

and I asked to get the principal back, •:;hich I did . 

Q The reason I ask was that both of t he Kew York Senatore are still in 

under that , and app3.rently they could qualify without any trouble under 

the Federal system? 

Tli£ PRESIDENT: Yes , both . 

q Double pension? 

Tl!S PRZSID::l'n': Surely . 

0. tlr . President , do you plan any additional steps in the cases of .;.dmiral 

lU.mmel and Short? 

'D.tz ?:CSIJ~: The zmtter is still under study . 

14 l.:r . President , a Gl"eat deal has been said and written t hese days on the 

matt ... r of "complacency" in this country, in the race or bad ne11S in the 
• 

Pacific. ·,qould you care to comment on that? 

~ PRESIDEt~ : Yes , a nd a part of it is true . Not a ll or it , because I 

t hi ttk we are beeinni ng more and more , eve ry day, t o be more realistic 

in reBard to the existing situation. had t here is a better understand-

ing in every part of the country that whetheJ' ~:~e like it or not this 

is·a a world- encirclin.:; war , and that the l'irst objective , obviously 

- - I aJn talking what might be called major etratesr now - - is t o prevent 

a break-through , and cause a s much a ttrition of the resourcen of the 
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. enemy as al~ of us can during the period in which we are able to 

build up the overwhelming superiority which is necessary and vlhich 

•11111 be forthcoming Vlhile we are engaged i n preventing break-t hz;>usl:B, 

and damaging or destroying as much of the personnel and materiel of 

t he enemy as ?te possibly can. 

<:. !tr . President, L!.r . (711111am L. ) Batt said last vmek that a great many 

Acericans do not realize that we could lose the war . 

THE PRESIDEJ\T: Now you are getting into "it" quest ions. I am only t alk-

i ng about r ealities as they appear t oday . 

Q (interposina ) 
,_ 

Could we quote you on the ---

TKE P?.::SID£!\?I' : (continuint:d That answers that question . 

c;. Could we quote you directly on your answer to that previous question? 

THE P:GSIDEl:T: I don ' t think so . I think you can paraphrase it all right . 

Q. !.!r . President, in connectlon with :ihat you juat !laid , some of the men 

who kept t heir mouths shut for two months are now breaking out with 

"I told you so ' s" about airplanes and to.nks and suns . .'/ould you care 

to col!unent on their rnorele-building statements? 

THE PRESID.Et\'r: '.l'hat? In what particular , I mean? That is too general. 

Q ·•ell, they are so.ying, "I told you so . i.e haven ' t got the planes . '.'/e 

haven ' t 30t the t nnlcs . ·:;e haven ' t got the guns . " They shut up for 

two months , but they are brea:tins out ae;ain. 

<;. (interposing) ;::ienntor ·;,beeler, specifically . (laughter) 

Q. ( interposill8 ) Those that didn' t tell you so two months o.go . 

TEE PRE.3IDE1-Il' : Wh~t did t hey say two months aso , that t llere weren ' t esti-

mates and appropriation bills - - not large enough? 

~ No . 

TilE PR&"''Dr:1;'1' : ·;:hot? Isn't that the implication in the words, "I told you 
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so"? I think that answers it pretty wel~ . 

t:R. J, HENRY: Thank you, L:r . President . 

<:, Thank you , L:r . President . 

ti804 -- 10 

(as the newspapermen were leaving , a reporter asked the President 

when the resignation of !!ayor LaGuardia became effective . '.'lith 

L:r . Early standin.; beside him, the President answered that it was 

e ffective immediately) 

(Not ebook. VII-P .C . - - Pa~e 69 ) 

1 31 
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CO~IDEt:TIAL 
Press Conference #805 
Executive Office of the President 
February 13 , 1942 - - 10 .50 A,fu , 

(Sir Philip Cibbs v~s a guest at t hi& Press Conference) 

THE Fro!SI!J!~'l': F.arl. (Godwin) 

~m. GOD':/IN: How are ycu , sir? 

!.'.R. DONALDSON: All in. 

TRE PR&SIDENT: I have , for ouit e a long ·1:hile , been interested in one 

132 

particular housing progr am t hat i s ver y much needed in t he city -- out-

side the city or Detroit . 3eal ly t his i s more a local t han a nat ional 

story , but out there t hey have got t hi s new Willow Run bomber plant 
\ 

in Ypsilanti, wi t h a great many -- i t vnll , when it is going full speed , 

proba~ly use 75 to 100 thousand people in it . And t hin·e 1 s not enough 
I 

housing in that area . This is perhaps illustrative of some of the 

things that are, on a smaller scale, the same k ind of problem. And 

they have been t alking -- oh , I don ' t know, what? -- two months about 

meeting sorr.e or them. The trouble is that this areu includes pr obably 

half a dozen communities , and three separate counties, and the State 

of l.:ichigan, and varicu s agencies pf the Federal Qov'lrnrnent . And when 

you get a situation like that , t here is only one thing to do and that 

is to tie it together un<ier s o:nebody . 

I have asked Frederic Delano to asswne t Qe job of brinGing all 

these different a gencies toget her -- local and county , Stat e and Federal , 

a nci eat ilomething !ftarted . So I have sent him a letter to that effect. 

He has already hel d two or t hr ee conft~rences h&r e , and will go on out 

to the s ite - - place -- and hol d further c bnferencea there . "''ld we hope 

t o got fairly ouick a ction , consi dering the number or gover~%ental - -
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I don ' t mean Federal - - Federal and State , and county and local 

(agencies) t ogether, and try t o see if we can't get the thing started . 

!..R. QOU.'!IIi : Get ·nhat started? The housing 
J 

THE PR:SID~lT: (int erposing ) This housing. 

!.IR. oounN: (continuing) --- housing matter'? 

THE J)RESIDE!n': This housill!: facility . ~le don ' t even know hOiv many houses 

should be put up. ,;e don ' t even know yet det'initely how many families , 

as families go out there, would have t o . be t aken care of . 

Q. Is this -- is this tile so called "'Defense City," sir? 

THO: PRESIDENT: Oh , I believe some people have called 1 t t hat, but that ' s 

using a name which should not be used . · It is th& '1/i llow Run bomber 

plant housing problem. 

MR . GCDNL~ : (interposing) Did you say 

THE PRESIDE:NT: (continuing ) Beca use it may not a l •. ays be in one place , it 

is a misnomer to call it a defense city . It is a question which is being 

held on that line . 

!.':R. GOD!fiN: Sir , did you 

'l. (interposing) How much money 

THE PID.:SID'"~: (interposing ) I don ' t know . .le don ' t know yet . 

::R. 001>.':11!: Did you say that 75 thousand to 100 thousand people would be 

• - ..) 

in the bomber ~lent , or near t he area? 

Tlu P~ID.C:NT: Yes . I unaer st and that i t ' s in the bomber plant -- tremen-

dous big thing. 

~ This will not.af fect lil.r . Delano's position on the ( National) Parll and 

Plannins Co~~ission? 

THE PR3SIDE!.:T: ,/hat? 

~ Thi s will not ai'fect 
\ 
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THE PR::SIDEl\"1' : (interposing) Oh No . 

Q. Mr . President, did you see Secretary "Hickard ' s statement t hat t he F .S .A. 

(Farm Security AUffiinistration) has not been paying poll taxes? 

'n!E PRt:SIDENT: 

you did it 

I did, and somebody -- I don 't know who it was - - I th-ink 

(pointing to Phel ps Adams of the New York Sun) -- you asked 
L', 

me~ quest ion based, as it turned out -- you put it as a state~ent of 

fact, and you asked me a question based on t hat statement of fact. It 

turns out the sta tement or f a ct was not true. 

It ought to be made perfectly clear that t he poli taxes were not 

paid by the Goverrnnent in any v;ay, shape, manner o r form . In other 

words, let's tell the real facts . 

These tenant people , t hese peopl e who come under Federal grants 

have a bud3et which is· made up -- well, that incl udes everything, evf:ry 

necessity of life . It includes food, includes clothing , includes a bed 

t o sieep in, and i t incl udes t axes of all kinds . And in those budgets 

theY, all ow people. to put down one forL~ of t ax, which is a pol l tax . 

Therefore, the premise was entirely ·.n·ong , on the Hill and here . I ac-

cepted it because I supposed that it had been definitely stated or 

established that we were -- that the Government was paying the poll tax . 

That was not true . And you can 't wigcle it r ound to make 1 t seem as if 

it vres true . You may also , if you did that, say tha t the Government was 

payi ng them some other form of tax . The t axes are a liability on the - ' 

individual t enant . Now that ' s the real story . 

:.:a. P. AD.:.!,:S: ~:ay I simply point out that I sa id that "I understood" ---

'IRE PJWSIDz;.:r: (interJecting ) Yes . 

:.:R. P . ADAJ.:S : (continuing ) ---that I.:r . Baldwin (C.B . :i3uldw1n, Adm1n1·strator 

for F .s . A.) had admitted that they were payinc the poll taxes. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes . And there 'Kere a lot of people t hat fell into t he same 

mistake, t hat is t»rfectly true, including scxne llembers of the Senate 

and the House, I think . But actually i t was. not true . They were allowed 

to put in t heir expenses , very properly -- their poll tax. 

And of course the type of minu of some people I am not t alking 

about you (l>!r. Phelps Adams) -- I am talking about people on the Hill 

and -- Oh , wllat? - - columnists -- (laughter) - - some of them -- it's 

the same type of mind that really was quite t hrilled seve~: or eight 

years aso , when t .ere was a drive in this country to prevent anybody 

on ~~ .P .A . fro:n vot1Dg . !~ow t hat is an awfully good parallel. I am 

taLdng abrut t ypes of mind . rlhy , t here were cheers and yells from 
' . . 

that type of mind in the country when it was proposed that persons, be-

cause they were poor, would have to be cut out frozn voting - - the right 

to vote . That is just a little sayiDK -- what 1•.ill I call it? --a 

homily . I t hink you vnll catch on . You know what I mean. 

•i. t:r . President, do you -- do you approve of the poll t ax in principle? Do 

you think it 's a sound t ax , any.,.,ay? 

T':ill PRESIDENT: I suppose the best thing t o do is quot e the ~tar editor oi' 

the Montgo~ery Alabama Journal and let him talk to you. 

(readin; ): "l!o one questions t~e 11isdor.: of the Alabama law which 
prohibits anyone from paying another ' s 1 oll tax. It migb. t be a 
good - -" 

and mind you that is a State tax - -

" - - it might be a c9'0d ,;bing if i t were enforced ,:-enerally in the 
South, but the law does not forbid a f a i'Iner or anyone else to go 
t o his bank and borrow money t o pay his taxes -- poll taxes or 
no poll taxes . Why then all the fuas about the F .S.A. which is 
t he only bank available to many farmers? " 

:.:R. GOD;'Illl: That ' s right . 

~ Do you t hink t ho poll t ax in itself, ~. President , has kept the poor· 
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people in the past rrom voting in the past? 

THE PRESIDEI\'1': Yes, of course it has . 

Q. :Oo you think that is a good idea? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I have been opposed to a poll tax all my life. 
' 

L~. P . B."U!J'IDr: l!r . President , at the same time there was somethi ng about a 
• 

checkoff - --

THE ?RESID.st~: (interposing) Yes, Pete . I asked iiayne (Coy) about 'that just 

now, and I don't know. .le haven' t got the infol'IIBtion on it -- whether 

that is allowed in the budget or not . 

Q. I understood t hat that was not denied. 

THE PRESIDEl'lT: That I don ' t know . You would lul ve to li'P and f ind out • Now, 

let ' s see 

Q. (interposing) l.lr . Presi dent, have you any thoughts on the status of 

French- American relations? 

THE PRESIDENT: Of what? 

Q Relations of the United States and Vichy? 

TEE PRES!D~~ : Oh , you will have to ask the State Department about it. 

Then I have got one other thing. The other day -- three days 

ago - - I had -- Oh -- after two or t hree weeks of study, we sent a 

directive to all departments, establishments , agencies, etcete~a, on 

the question of personnel facilities which have become available because 

of the additions of the 44-hour work week. 

(reading ): The volunta ry extension of the work weeK to 44 hours 
by practically all ae;enc ies throughout the departmental and 1' ield 
services has auemented the manhours of Federal employment . 

"This substantial i n¢rease in the work week :1as provided 
material t•elief for t hose _agencies that were under-staffed to 
meet thei r increased work -- work load under the defense pro­
gram, and calls t herefore f or a re-survey or per sonnel rer_uire­
ment s during the remainder of the fiscal year, and the next 

• 
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f i scal year. These agenci es which were adequately staffed on 

the basi s of a 39- hour wor k and are not confronted with an 

i ncrease in the work programs a r e now obviously under-staff ed 

i n most cases . [ovU1 !J 
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"It i s imperative that t his manpawer RS immediately capital­

i zed and effectivel y channeled i nto defense v.ork . It mean s t hat 
' . 

the agency heads must survey every operational activ ity and 

determine those anployees who may be pro:J:pt ly released for em­

ployment in other agencies . Particularl y in Washington, this 

action must be expedited in order t o help meet the shortage in 

personnel and housing and to avoi d as far as possible bringing 

new employees into the city. To the extent that personnel - ­

experienced personnel can thus be obtained , the housing situa­

tion in Washington will be helped , and t he demand f or office 

space decreased." 
• 

And this has been going on for several weeks . 

"I have instructed the Direct or of t he Budget , in coopera­

tion with the der.artmeats , to revi ew the appropriations for 

personnel services, departmental and field, in viev: ot this 

new situation , and dstablish admi nistrat i ve reserves for t he 

remainder of the fiscal year 1942 , in proportion to the ap­

proximate increase in manhours that are accruiug to the res­

pective agencies. " 

Then, of course, tllot i s mcn·el y another step i n the se.Jlle line as 'the 

step the other day for the-relief of people Viho are liable to the 

Selective Servi ce law . That will take ·some peopl e out too . 

LR . GOI1.'/It:: Perhaps this is interesting -- t o us locally . ~:any clerks com-

pla i n -- it ' s not general but they say 

TF.£ PRZSIDS:IT: (interjecting) Yes. 

I:R . GODi'IIN: ( conti nuing ) - -- t hat t "leir extended hou.rs leave 1;hem with 

nothing to do at certain - - not enough work to do . 

'l'EE PREr:llilENT: Thet ' s the r eason for t his . ::;:xactly . 

' l-r . President , wi 11 copies of this 

~ P~IDZ!{[': (after turlling to l1.r , Etirly) 3teve will s i ve you copies . 

I think t hat 's all I have got here . 

~ l.!r . President , is there any estimate on the number of pt:rsone who might 

thus be diverted frau civilian departments to war effort under t h ie ---

• 



• 

• 

• 
II 

. f}805 - - 7 138 

TRE PRBSIDEl\'T: (interposing) No. · Of course, it will depend - - i t will 

depend on what develops out of this . or oourse one develoJX!!ent is 

that you can't generalize . and it always raises on these surveys , 

which or course f!P on all t he time - - Budget -- all the time to the 

appropriation committees or the Congress - - and they -- they aim to 

cut down certain things not connected with defense, but you have to get 

Congressional action for it . 
1'· 

·;Jell , let us for exampl e take the case of -- oh - - the briS)lt boys 

who say you can curtail all of t he Federal expenditures . :/ell, all 

right . When some bright boy who writes that and sobs over it t hat it 

hasn ' t been done, you ask him a o.uesti on and say , "'."lhere?" He so.ys , 

" Oh , well ---. rhat ' s a detail. That has nothing to do with me. ' I 

am a leacler of l•ublic opinion on this thinf; . I am not supposed to 

lalo'1 any details ." 

I had one of those chaps in the other day. You have read a lot 

of his stuff, and -- and I said, "71here?" "nd he couldn't tell me 

where, thst t::::s not his business , where to curtail. So I said , "All 

ri~t , let ' s take an example -- meat inspection -- meat inspection . 

It costs the Fede:ral governznent an awful lot every year for the in-

spect ion of rn at , and to see t hat it is decent Jr.eat for people to eat." 

I said , "Do you ... ant to curtail that? Perfectly possible in war~ime 

to curtail that. Absolutely ~imple~ All you ha ve to do is to get the 

Congres s to eliminate or greatl)' cut·tail meat inspection. It ' s a cinch . 

"1/hy not? It ' s wartime . l'iho co.res whether we eat diseased '•neat i n 

wartime? Save n.oney! It llill save -- ~;hat? -- a few million dollars ." 

;vell now , it ' s a question -- if the nat ion wants t o stop rneat 

inspection r t has an absolute right to do it throu~t its elected offi-

: 
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oials . ADd I won ' t curtail , because the Congress has told the E.xeou-

t i ve t hat meat is to be inspected . And, t herefore , having put that 

job on the Executive , the Executive sends t o the Congress an estimate, 

and then the Cougress goes over t hat estimate and tries to find out 

whether there are too many people for the inspection of ~.eat . And 
., 

sometimes they .cut it down a bit, and I have known t hem t o raise it . 

And we get inspected meat . Now they can cut that out any old time t hey 

v~nt . I can ' t do it, because they have given me a directive to inspect 

meat . l•ell, t hat ' s a pretty good example • 

... 
You t ake dozens and dozens of bureaus here in ~iashington . Your 

glib boy says , "Oh , cut t berr. all out . ' Cut t hem all down." Congress 

has an absolute right to cut t hem out , or cut t hem down . I have a 

directive . 

That really is the -- the probl~ on going -- ta~ing steps -- just 

rule of t humb Executive steps beyond t his question of seeing, a s we 

are trying to do now and have been for some time, whether this increase 

i n the hours or work is not 3oing to be -- enable us to carry on meat 

inspect ion and ot her thi nss , and have some people left over, And it 

is going along in an order ly way . •le have a l ready impounded or course 

an awful lot or money which the Budget didn't think was necessary to 

expend , while a t the sa'!!e time we were carrying on the obligat ions 

imposed on the Executive by the Congress . 

Q l.lr . President, I am not one of the Gl i 'Q boys . · .. bat about t he three c•s 

and the N.Y.A.? 

THE PRE3IDJ::NT: ~/ell, the N.Y.A. , just to t ake au example is turnin3 out , 

I think, between 80 and 90 thousand boys \'.i{o are being trained for de­

' fense work , e very thiee months - - every t hree months . 
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!lR. GOiml!l: Are t hey being trained f'or mechanical work? • 

TID: PID::;IDENT: For mechanical ·work , Yes . :lell , I think thnt a newers your 

ouest ion. 

l!R. OOD'.fl1I.: t?ell , do you kno·n how much 

THE PRESID~: (interposi ng) There are some boys still in the c.c.c., 

thou~ a very greatl y reduced number. They are very nearly all people 

~1110 have not reached draft age yet , and some of them are pi.ysicall y 

too -- they are not p.cceptable to the draft . And others are too young • 

Others, by going through t he c .c.c. , vdll be ~hysically satisfactory 

for the t>.rmy or the Navy, v1hen they reach 20 years old . 

'I; Whot about rehabilit ating the c.c.c. boys then -- boys that are physically 

unfit? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes . They have done a lot of that . 

Q (interposing) Is there any check on that? 

THZ PRE!::ilD:::1lT: ( continuin3l - -- and a ver;,• large nUlJiber , I can't s;i ve you 

the figure offhand , of the c.c .c . boys have been rehabilit~d , and 

been made useful for defense work, \?here t hey couldn't go t o the fx'Ont . 

Q So~e -- months ago ~r . ~orgenthau suggest ed a cut in the farm section(??) . 

Now prices are up . now about that? 
~ 

THE ?RE::HDEl.;'f: Con::;ress hb S an absolute right to cut t hem any time t hey want. 

l.:R . GOD;'/Il;: .. ell, t:r . President, the n.merican -- the "merican Forestry As-

sociation viewing the c.c .c. and the r~ .Y.A . ---

TH~ PRESIDEt-."1' : (interjecti ng) ~s . 

l.IR. GOI7N!N: (continuing ) .:. __ and the trends, complains in a public state-

ment t hat whatever is going on is increasing the fire haZSl'd ---

THZ Fru:SIDEI:T: (interjecting) It is • 
• 

~.'R . GOD71IN: ( cootinuin; ) - -- in the forests . Do you knOll anything about 

' 
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that , sir? 

~:E P~IDENT : Yes , that is perfectl y true . In cutting down .on the C,C,C. 

-- mind you it mJ.ght be s l ow but we call i t a vol untary cut because 

t he boys are not applying - - we are decreasinG the number. of fire-

fighti0(5 ---

~. GODWIN: (interjecting) Yes. 

Tl:IE PJBSIDE!n': (continuing) --- units in t his country, not only in the 

l arge forests themselves but on the lands that have trees on t hem, 

·public lands and private lands too . And the fire hazard is therefor e 

. greater . But act~ally that is a moot question as to how many people 

we should employ in keepinr; the fires out or the forests . It is a 

question which is being - -being taken care of by itself aLT.ost . \'le --
are only taking volunteers and t tose who are taken are, in genera~ , not 

people who could serve in the Arcy • 

:.11 . G>:!JNUl : Voluntarily in C .c .c.? 

THE P~ID~'~: In c.c.c. Nobody i s compelled t o go into the c.c.c. It • s 

an applicat i on . 

!.:R . GOD71Ii:: (in~~l'jecting) No . 

TI8 PRZSIDZ:lT: (continuing) They are not people who vJO~d be taken into 

the hrmy, and most of them are not people \\hO have any skill on lliEI.Chines . 

~ ~ . P~si,ent , aren't lo.P of the c.c .c. enrollees still ~~ veterans? 

THE PR:;;SIDZ:JT: Yes . I can't tell you the percentage but we s t ill have ciuite 

' a number of camps ---

I..R , GOIJ.'/H!: (interjecting) 10;1,? 

THE PRESIDSI71': (continuing ) - - - a.nd 1 t hink ·pr;;bably I would suseest you ... 
might go up and see vti th your own eyes any veterans' camp . Talk to the 

men. Talk t o t hem while t hey are t here , and your story \'rould be ve ry 
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different from what you would write if you hadn' t been there. I think 

it i s a very nice and humane -- right thing t o do. 

~ !~ . President 

~ ( interposi~) 1:r. President , are you planning to make some sort of a 

radio address Sunday? 

THE PRESIDElt'I' : Well, whatever the t ill:e is . !!onday, not Sunday . 

( 'l'he announcement in Ottawa, sir 

UR. EARLY: (interposing ) (to the Presicent) That ' s the recording , sir . 

T'riE PRE:;ID!~NT : That's the recording . It ' s already been done, only don ' t 

say that, because it ~~11 take the bloom off ---

Q (interposing) Is it for this cowing Sunday , si~? 
1~, 

THE PRE.;ID::::NT: ',',!hat? 

C<, Is it for this coming Sunday, sir'? 

14R . ZA.:1LY: (interposinG) (to the President ~) Yes , :.:r . President , 1 t is 

Sunday evening. Yes, sir . 

~ PRESID~T : I guess you had better not ~ention it at all because I don't 

want to take the bloo:: off for the Canadians . 

Q ~ . rresident , it has already been announced th&t you nre participating 

in some sort of national broadcast . 

THE PR~lO.::::iT: l'h:.:.t ' s a good way of putting it . I am -- I w .. participatind . 

l.:R. GODWIN: t:.r . President , have you a job - - make it another way -- do you 

know anything about Admiral Hart' s future? Have you a job for him - -

f!. duty for him? 

· THE Pf-Q:SIDE!1~ : .'/loll , of course he has been not well at alL he is on his 
·. 

-- he is going to come home • . 

l.rrt . COD:'/I1:: ;·:ell , I ask you that , sir, very frankly . 

• THS ?RZ!iiDEl~: He is going to come home as commander-in-chi ef of the Asiatic 



• 

/1800 -- 12 143 

Fleet . 

!.:R. COD'.In! : Lots of rJ.s friends seem to think that he hes had an unfortunate 

deal . t..nd I put it that v;ay, because it is quite news in :rashington 

i n ~avy matters . 

THE PRESIDE:NT: Oh, I ' d say t hat wa s typical . -
l!R . GOD.ffi:: All right . He is c oming home as canmander-in-chief? 

Til>!: PRE::>IDi:.iliT: ;vhat? 

:.:R. OOD'ND:: ~!e is coming home as commander- in:.chief of the Asiatic Fleet? 

TR'E PRESIDENT: Of the .n.siatic Freet, Yes. 

Q Hasn' t that been suppressed , the "Asiatic ~·lelilt"? 

TH~ PRE:>I Di>lfl' : 1/hat ? 

Q Hasn't that ter.u been suppressed? 

THE PRESID~fr : !~o . 

~ Is it not DOI'I ca lled the "United States naval forces in the Sout hwest 

Pacific"? 

T:-1.:: P!C:SIDEliT: That • s only for the joint operations . 

r Oh , I see . 

TH3 PRESID~fl' : Yes . 

\i But the J,siatic Fleet ter;_ still exists? 

THE PRESID~~ : c . and c. -- Asiatic . 

Q ~. President 

Q. (interposin.:; l Can you tell us something of the progrw1. to coop~rate with 

Brazil , t o get ntbber and ot her vi t ally needed strategic materials? I 

believe you ---

TirE PRESIDE:JT: (interposing) .:e are doing all we can to get the rubber out . 

I think I mentioned a few weeks aeo t he total rubber supply that they 

could get out of Brazil would be a miniil!um that evel·tbody lolows about 

\ 
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accessible rubber -- about 15 t housand tons now. Anything over t hat 

~as got to come out of the wild forests . It is a question of getting 

peopl e in, and getting t he stuff out. Now how much that will run in 

excess of 15 thousand tons, I don ' t suppose anybody in "the· world can 

guess . The estimates run fro.'D -- what? 30 thousand tons up to 60 

to 70 thousand tons, and it ' s pure guess . It is a question of gett ing 

human bein"s to ;o into these jungles and t ap t he rubber trees , and get 

them out , and then get the rubber itself --­

Q (int erposing) Isn ' t there also ---

THE PRESI DEln': ( coutinuin~ ) --- down t he river . 

Q -Isn ' t there also a health problem there? 

THE PruiSIDE~iT : Yes . 

r The average life of a rubber cutter 

Ttl~ ?RESIDEi\'1': ( i nterjecting) Yes . 

~ (continuing) --- in Brazil used t o be t hree years . 

THE PRESIDZNT : Yes . 'l'he ratives don't like to go in t h.ere . They. realize 

that it i s pretty r i sky stuff , but we are getting out all we possibly 

can, and or course that part will be financed --- ' 

:.:R. GCD:'II~ : ( interposin ~~; ) (loudly) Thank you , t.:r . President . (laughter) 

'I'Hi: PRESID~!l': Don' t you like rubber? (more laughter) 

UR. SAR:Y: {to the President} Sir Percival (Philip) Gibbs is here , and 

wants to say Hello . 

" Oh , Yes . Sure f (who t hen spoke with the President) 

(1<otebook VII-PC -- ?a ge 83 -- JR) 

I, 
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CONFID~IAL 

Press Conference #806 
Executive Office of the Preeide.nt 
February 17 , 1942 -- 4 .05 P .U, 

THE PRESIDENT: Aba l I have got all ki nds of things -- and nothi.ng. 

Q For us? 

VOICE: (as Mr. Godwin s it s down) Easy does it , 

MR. GOIJ.HN: Good morning, Chief . 

THE PRESIDENT:· When does our turn cane to register , Ear l? 

MR. GODillN: You know ---

THE P~IDENr: (interposing) Pretty soon; isn' t it? 

MR. GODWIN: I didn ' t look t hat far forward, 

THE PP.ESIDEI\'T: \fuat? 

I.!R. GODWIN: I dido 't look that far forward . 

THE PRESI DENI': Some day .we will have to, Yes. 
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l.!R. GODWIN: The day I got a canmission i n the last War the German retreat 

started for good . 

1!R . DONALDSON: All i n. 

MR. GODWIN: I think - - -

THS PRESIDENI': (interposing) Did it? Good . It ' s all right. 

Q Tell Bill Donovan . 

TH3 PRESIDENT: Vlell , Earl (Godwin) and I were talking about the day we would 

. 
be old enough t o register in t he Draft . It would be a great sensation. 

What percentaee of the ·.vhite House Correspondents ' Association had to 

register? I s aw the percentage at Congress . 

MR. 0017.\'IN: Quite a good set . 

Q They even got (George) Durno , 13- . President . 

• 
l.m . Y\RLY: Three or four bands are going up. Their hand~ are going up . 

J 
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THE PRESIDENI': Well , I hope you will have E!J>Od luck aDd be called soon . 

(laughter) I have so many things I haven' t got any particular thing 

I think I can start in on . Have you got any ideas, Earl? 
••• 

MR. GOVIIIN: No , sir. 
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Q Mr. President, did you know about the bill that the Attorney Gene~ re-

commended to the Coneress yesterday, on disclosing contents of any con-

fidential or secret documents -- no definition of "confidential , " or 

"secret"? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: No, I don ' t . 

~ Didn' t have anything to do with this Chicago Tribune disclosure, did it? 

THE PRFSIDENI': I didn't know t here was one - - that he put in one . 
,, 

Oh, I 

knew about the Chicago Tribune one, but I didn ' t know the Attorney 

General - --

Q (interposing) Apparentl y that affected the case? I mean if you remember 
It 

the story ---

THE PRESIDENT : (interjecting) Yes. 

~ (continuing) - - - it doesn't seem t o be limited to military information? 

~ No . 

Q Any confidential documents , anything they decll;\re confidential , they can't 

get to it. 

THE PRESIDE!'.T: I give it up . I couldn't define these days what is military 

and what is. not. lllaybe lavomakers can. 

Q Mr . President 

Q (inter;osing) t:r . President , there are persistent reports that Secretary 

Knox's report on Pearl Harbor did not tell all . Can you comment on 

that , sir? 

TliE PRESI DZNT: I don ' t Jaiov1 what 

.. 
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~ ( 1nterpoeill8) That it was worse t han the r eport i ndicated? 

THE PRESIDENr: ?lhs.t report? 

Q Secretary Knox ' s statement on our losses at Pearl Harbor . 

THE PRESIDENT: When did that come out? 

Q When he came back from the Islands? 

THE PRESIDENT: What do you want hi m to do, disclose all the military i n-

fonnat ion they saw out t here? 

~ No, sir. Reports that are go~ns roimd have been printed t.hat the loss es 

were greater than he had -- t han he indicated . 

THE PRESIDENI': 1,'/ell , I don ' t know what epithet you can use for the kind of 

report that you are referring to - - I don 't mean Secretary Knox • s re-

port -- the kind you are referring to . (spelling out): R- 0-T i s the 

best word for it . Andtre:re are an awful lot of reports going around town. 

!JR. i'l , H. LAWRIDICZ: ;·:hat does R-0-T mean? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

MR . ·.v . H, LA'.'TREKCE: \\'hat does R- 0-T mean? 

(loud and pr olonged laughter, during which the President laughed and 

cl apped hi s hands together in delight) 

!.IR. EA..'U.Y: ( t o the President ) Did you see the (;iashill8ton Evening) Star 

cartoon today? Look at it . 

MR. i'/ , H. LA.'VRENCE: I give up . (more laughter) 

!.IR. EARLY: (to the President) Look at t he Star cartoon t oday , ux. President . 

THE PRESIDENT : I don 't know who it was asked that question. I wish he woUld 

look at t he Star cartoon (by Clifford K . Berryman) this evening. It 

will be a very good thing if it is circulated around this country . 

The millstone that Uncle Sa.'ll is holding, carries out the t hought . 
in l.ir , Winston Churchill ' !I speech, that, "Whoever is guilty of bri ll81ng 
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a crime!- of bringing about. the crime of disunity, of him let i t be 

said that it were better that a millstone were hung about his neck and 

that he were cast into the sea." ·. 

And over in the corner of the room is a poor little fellow called 

John ~. Public , and there is a -- another figure , what might be called 

a type - - people that yQJ. see more frequently in Vfashington than in any 

' other cOilllllllili ty in the country. 

And he is saying , "The British want to f ight to the last American. " 

~7hy help the Russians? They vnll turn on us later . " 

"We ought t o pull out of the Far East . We can' t wi n here - - can' t 

win there . " 

Well , I think the cartoon is a pretty good one, and it is especially 

applicable to Washington , D. c . - - people that you see and hear around 

here . It is the worst rumor factory, and t herefore the source of more 

lias that are spoken and printed throughout the Uriited States than any 

other community . Now let t hat sink home about Washington. A.nd you can 

prove it very easily , 

Q. (interposing) Mr . President 

TRE PRESIDENT: (c.ontinuing) I can prove it . You can prove it . 

Q These reports are coming from the West Coast, and as to the gossip recently- - ­

TID: PRESIDl::iiT: (interjecting) Yes , yes . 

Q. (continuing) --- they seem to be rife out there . 

THE PRESIDEliT: Well, prubably, t hey started here and were relayed to the 

West Coast so that you would get the proper date line . 

Q Ur . President , would you care to comment, in t llat connection, on the a rgu-

menta that are made against loans to Russia, on the t heory that it is 

dangerous to -ma.l<e loans to t he!!: - - they will becane too powerful after 
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the war? 

THE PRESID~fl': I think so. I think that argument is about on a par with 

other arguments that are set up by the Cliveden set of \Vashi ngton. 

Q (interposing) ~/ould you care to specify ---

THE PRESIDENI': (continuing) You have read something. about t hat too. 

UR . GODNIN: Would you care to disclose who the Cliveden set ---

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing) You know the names . 

MR . GOI1.'1IN: Yes . Would you care to get any closer to it than - -­

THE PRESIDENT: (interpOsicg) No. I am awt'ully polite . 

Q J.lr . President , could you tell us somethin.g about the new loan to Russia 

which is now apparently in process of being made? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think one of the things is -- is that on the original loan 

v;e are getting down to the point where most of it 1\i.ll have beon obli­

gated , That means not paid out or the Treasury , or anythin~ like that . 

But it bas been obligated, so that when the stuff is made it will be 

paid out , and that in order to keep the stuff going end the flow con­

tinuing without interruption , we will soon have t o have more Lend- Lease 

authorizations so that that flow can continue. 

Q There were reports , sir, apparently from pretty good sources her~!! that 

deliveries gDing to Russia ~~re running considerably below t he commit­

ments we made to the Harriman mission in Moscow. Is this connected in 

any respect to those reports? 

THE PP£SIDZNT: The two things ere totally differant. The stuff that comes 

out of t his loan has nearly all of it just begun to go, although in the 

last couple of months now, in actual deli varies , there wos a promise -­

entirely different thing - - of things which had already been completed, 

you see, and t hat we would get -- this \\as last - - Oh, what? -- September 

.. 
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1118S it? -- about t b.ere -- October -- that we would send -- eo many tons 

i s the easiest way of putting it -- put it in individual articles like · 

planes -- so much a month. And we were up to the prCIII.ise of sbipnent 

on the 7th of December. And then we slowed up in December, and in 

January, and tell behind the schedule of shipments . And by the first 

ot !larch we will have caught up again in those two weeks . 

Cf Did you discuss this matter, sir, with the Soviet Alllbassador and General 

Repin? 

THE PRESIDENT: . No . 

Q By the time the Nazis couid launch an offensive in Russia in the spring, 

Mr. President, will our shipments be up sufficiently so the Russians 

will have all the materiel we promised them? 

THE PRESIDENT: Our promise on shipments will be up to date on the first of 
., 

March, less than two 1veek13 from now. 

Q (interposing) Mr . President 
• 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And then from then on, of course, it will be --

quite a lot of the stuff which had been obligated under the first Lend-

Lease money will be coming along, so they will be getting it right along. 

Q Could you tell us, sir, the amount of the 

THEPRESIDElll': (interposing) I don ' t know. 

Q (continuing) --- in contemplation? 

THE PRESIDE:m': That I don ' t know. 

new loan r-

Q Ur. President, would you care t o comment on the strategic value of the 

loan to us -- the strategic value to us of the loan to Russia? 

THE PRESIDENT: Put it in terms of dead Genaans and smashed tanks . Isn' t 

that a pretty good strategic sentence? 

Q It ' s okay with me . 

. . • 

• 

• 
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Q Ue.y we quote that directly, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENl': No t {laughter) 

Q !.!r . President, t here seems t o be considerable concern in the country over 

the possibility of an attack t his yeal.' on Alaska . Can you give us any 

reassurance as t o t he 

'IRE PRESIDE!Y'T: {interposing) or course I couldn' t give you any assurance 

on exactly -- on what is going t o happen this summer. But a thing like 

that is perf ectly possible -- perfectly possible f r om the point of view 

of enemy operations . 

Q I was about to ask ---

THE PRESIDENT: {interposing ) What? 

Q {continuine) --- whet her in your opinion the air force as i t stands , and 

the Navy as it stands in the Pacific, are sufficient t o deal with any-

thing? 

THE PRESIDEI\'T: Uo . Certainly not . They can came in and shell New York 

t omorrow night , under certain conditions . 

Q {interposing) Mr . President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing ) They can probably , so far as that goes, drop 

bombs on Detroit tomorrow night , under certain conditions . 

Q !Lr. President, would you care to comment on the agitation to have General 

{Douglas) V.acArthur or dered out of the Philippines and given over -all 

COIIIIllSlld? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I don ' t think so . I think that is just one of "them" 

t hings that people t alk about without very much lmowl edee of the si tua-

tion. A very pol1 te statement. 

Q Mr . President , have you a particularly personal interest in the pl ans for 

' Willow Run, the new model city -- garden city -- which is t o go up - --
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TlfE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Didn' t I talk about that the other day? 

Q. You said (Mr. Fr~deric) Delano l?llS going there . 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven ' t heard anything since . I don't know if he has 

gone or not . 

Q. Tomorrow, I believe . 

THE PRESIDID\"'1': Yes, yes. ! don ' t think ---
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Q. (interposing) Mr. President , could you tell us anything, sir, about your 

conference 1vith the British Ambassador today? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh No . ·;;e had a very pl easant lunch -- a good l unch. It 

hes to be a good one. 

Q. He didn ' t look as happy ordinarily, l.ir. President , as a man who ate a good 

lunch . (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, he had an awfully good lunch. 

Q. Can you tell us anything about plans for the Alaskan highv;ay -- the pro­

posed AlaskaL highway? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . The l'lar Department is -- I think it has just about com­

pleted working on plans . There are various routes that have been sug­

gested, and if there is going to be anything accomplished that would 

be useful by January, 1943, something would have to be done in the next 

coupl e of weeks so as t o get the advantage of good weather -- the whole 

summer - - get the materials up there . 

Q. Do you think it important t o get something started before then? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is important to get better communicat19ns to Alaska. 

Q Through Ontari"O? 

THE PRESID:El\"T: ':iell , you would have to have a map before I could talk t-o you . 

I~ woul'dn't be intelligent - - in other words, t here are various things 

that have been suggested . It has been suggested that for the immediate 

• 

• 

.. 
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needs ot this 1111ir it wrul"lt" be more practical to build a -- a light • . "\ 

one- track railway -- easier to keep i t open in the winter. :'Tell, that 

i s one ot the t hings they talked about. Another suggestion is that .. 
it would be more practical to send things up on the inland passage 

I 

to t he end of the inland passage and then a highway from t here on. And 

others have said it would be easier to do the ?!hole thing by transport 

planes, instead of building a high'118y. I am speaking in t e rms of mili-

tary needs of this year, end possibly of the beginning of next year. 

?/ell , I don't -- I could not prognosticate what t hey will do, if any-

thing . 

Q J.:r, President, got any decision on Admiral Kimmel end OeneraJ. Short1 

THE .PRESIDE~"T : No . Not yet • 

t.:R . J . HENRY: Thank you, Pr , President . 

Q. Thank you, l:r. President . 

T"rlE PRESIDENT: All right . 

MR. OODWn<: I might hove had a story, 

T"rlE PRESIDE!-.'T: ":hat? 

!.:R . GOD'HI N: I might have hade story there. (laughter) 

(Not ebook VII- PC -- P . l02 -- JR) 
J 
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Executive Office of the President 

February 24, 1942 --. 4.10 p.m. , E.W.T. 

(as John Henry , newly elected president of the ;1hite ilouse 

Correspondents ' Associat ion, walked up to the President ' s 

desk, t he President shook hands with him to congratulate him) 

UR . J . SENRY: ThEl!L-c you , sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: That' s all right. 

l.:R. J . HENRY: It you want a good campaign manager , !f.r . President, let me 

recommend George Durno . (laughter) 
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THE PRESIDENT: That trick of the wrist with the gavel -- {demonstrating) --

you had better practice. 

!JR. J . HENRY: I would be glad to do t hat. 

THE PRESIDENT: {spr eading out a newspa_per map from the London Daily~-

press) Nort that ' s a newspa::;:er map that .!.!!_ one • I thought you would 

like t o t ake it out after.•1ards and fee l i t . It ' s o.uite heavy paper. 

It•s the kind of thing t hat could be distribut ed i n an edition by the 

- richer papers - - the syndicates or sooething. It ' s a peach . And it 

has got most of -- I all! sorry t o say most of the maps t hat I saw yester-

day end the day before in the daily papers did not have most of the 

islands that I was t alking about on t hem at all . 

Q .ie have a new setup in t he press r oom in the ~<at ional Geographic - -­

TBZ PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes . It's awfully hard to pri nt a t;Pod map 

as part of a paper . It ought to be separate . 

;.m. oo:!ALDSON: All in. 

'IRS P?.:::SI:E:~ : I 1\'ll"S just showing tbe front row -- this is not for publica-

- tion , it is between us -- it ' s off the r ecord -- 1 am talki ng about 
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our - - our profession at t his time . This is a British newspape: map, 

and I will get Bill (Has~ettl to take it out to the press room. It 

happens to be the (London) Daily Express map. You can - - technically 

it is pr etty good. The quality of the paper is fairly stiff -- the 

kind of a map that is extraordinarily accurate. 

Last night a lot of people were looking at maps, I am sorry to 

say, that -- for example, on the islands between Pearl Harbor and the 
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Philippines -- the maps - - a great many or the mapa I saw did not have 

the islands on them at all, You might work this up, if some of your 

offices are interested. I think it ~1oold be an awfully good thing to 

get out something like that, because it - - it is a permanent thing .. 
in good shape - - and ~1ould be a very nice Sunday present for the richer 

papers. (laughter) So, Bill, take it out and show it to them, because 

it is quite interesting. 

Q. Mr. President, in your speech last nif9lt you emphasized the difficul t y of 

getting ships to the Bataan peninsula . Correspondents who.-are subject 

to militar; censorship there have been sending stories recent l y indicat-

1ng -- ~uotine officers and ~en, saying bow badly they ~~nt planes . And 

today there is a story by Clark Lee of the Associated Press, saying they 

are talcint; up a fund to buy one bomber. Could you ~any ca:nment 

on that? 

THE PRESIDE..~: Wall , if you will tell me how to get a bomber in there , they 

can have a bomber . 

Q Couldn' t it be flown in , ~. Pre s i dent? 

TflE PRESIDENl': And land on whnt? 

Q. .'lell , maybe a bomber could land on the sea, couldn' t it? 

TIE P!BSIDENT: On the sea? !!ow lone wou,ld it rerr.a1a intact? 7/hat kind of 
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a bomber landing on the sea? One of the B-l'l ' s? I ' m afrai d they 

wouldn' t float . 

Q Mr. Pres ident, some of us have made the interpretation that since, these 

stories are subject to military censorship, that this indicates that 

perhaps MacArthur is a ~ittle at odds 1rlt h the high command here as to 

the possibility of reinforcing him . Vo you think that is a correct 

-
interpretation? 

THE PRESIDEm': I wouldn't do any - - \·:ell, I wouldn' t - - I em trying to take 

a leaf out of my own notebook . I think it \'o'OUld be well for others to 

do it , I -- not knovnng enough about it -- I try not to speculate 

myself. 

l!R . J. -.:RIGHT : Mr. President , would you be disposed t o say anything about 

General Chiang Kai-shek' s stat e;rent in India , l'lith reference to .Dritain, 

and so forth? 

TH::: ffiESIDE~lT: I don't think so, Jim. I saw a statement out of ..... on don on it, 

:.JL J . :•:RICH!': That miGht ~een that m.e.ybe they were willing to heve some-

thing said about it now? 

THE PRESI D::l-:'1' : -:!ell, we can all have our opinions. Sometimes -- soJ:~atimes 

it is better not to burst fort h wi th them. That applies to public offi-

cials, and "''!ierican newspapers , in relation to the affairs of other 

peoples and other nations . 

MR. J. :'iRIGH'l.' : . One more quest i on then , li!r . President , In your -- ~ your 

speech lest night t here seemed to be a paragraph that related t o that 

sit uation -- or similar situation . Is that what you i ntended? 

THE PRJ::SDEllT: 
\ 

How do you mean, Jim? 

UR. J . WRIGHT: You spoke about t he self-gover~:-~.ent of peoples , etcetera , 

there in one paragraph? 

ll 
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'm.E PRESIDE!\'!': ~/ell - --

MR. J • . rRIGHT: (continuing) --- I wondered if you had this in mind? 

TI:!E PRESIDENT: (continuing) ---. I had -- I don ' t know, I would hate to count 

them up -- juet dozens of situations in mind. So did Churchill when 

the Atlantic Charter was dra.t:n up. 

t.:R , J. 7.ctiG!iT: (interjecting) Thall.o{ you . 

THE PRESIDEln': (continuing) In other words - - this ie off the record - ­

don ' t you think 11e might win the war before we start detennining all the 

details of geography , and of 1'onns of government, and boundaries, and 

things like that? Wouldn't it be just as well to win the war first, as 

long as you have principles? 

G. !lr . President, would you comment, sir , on tha shelling of the California 

coast by a submnrine last night? 

TE::: P!BSiiY::rr: I suppose the best coliUDent is to repeat what somebody said 

earlier this morning, just after I got Aa~cd up, and that was t hat it 

was an excellent example of political warft.re . I think it ·:;as too . 

~ (interposins) Mr . President ---

THE PRJ,;SID.E:lT: (continuing) Only I t h i nk it might - - it might react in 

the -- in the opposite d i rection from ·:1hat it 1:as intended . 

<t Ur . President , have you any inf'o:rmation from th.e ~:avy as to what happened 

to the sub? 

Tl:!3 PRESIDENT: To what? 

~ As to what ---

THE PRESID~'l' : ( interposing) Oh No . 

~ (continuing) happened t o the sub? 

TlE PRZSIDENT:- No . At the pt:esent time it is probably under ~;ater . (laughter) 

Q How far? 
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Q. Voluntarily? 

tHE PRESIDENT: lfhat? 

Q Voluntarily? 

#807 -- 5 

THE PRESIDENT: So far as I kllo•.7 , voluntarily . {laughter) 
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I got a long thing here today to give you . If you have got allY 

other questions first , go ahead and shoot them. Then I have e whole 

story for you • 

. Q I have one , sir . In your radio talk last night you mentioned at one point 

Americans Who in and out of government si nce Pearl Harbor have been 

whispering all these rumors about the Fleet, end the plalles, and casual­

ties, etcetera . 

TH!.PR:::SID"'~: (interjecting) Yes. 

Q. (continuing ) Did you have anyone specifically in mind when you said, that? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: Q.uite a number of people . 

~ \'lould you care to ---

'l'f!1: PIBSIDENT: {interposing) No . 

Q (continuing ) --- mention any names? 

THE PIUSID.:i.\T: I think you kno;·; just about as well as I do . 

Q. Mr . President, there is a report publish<!d in a t.:id-'.'iest paper that 

Secretary Hull was going t o resign? 

THE PRESIDE.\'!': I sew that report, because it was sent over t o me , and it has 

already been commented on by the State Department , 

Q (interposing ) But with - --

THE PRESID~~: (continu ing) --- so I t hink 

Q (interposing) --- due deference to you, sir - -­

TIIE PRESIDENT: (interposing) '.'lhat? 

Q ':lith due deference to you, s!.r , t het ' is why I asked the question of you. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think the St ate Department characterized it aa-a-tlat•---M-.:;....~-1 

lie. Furthermore, that the whole etory was a flat lie. 

Now this has got t o be off the record, because it is just between 

us. There is one of the things that I was talking about laet night . 

This has to 

Press ran ·a 

be off the record - - the Mi ami-Herald and the Detroit Free 

story ' hi s morni.ng to this general effect: that indignant 

British and Russian officials in ·:Tashington have made known their .feel-

ings regarding the situation in the Caribbean , which is swarming w1 th 

Nazi submarines based on French islands. 

Now, in t ~e first place, I r aise t he question, just among us, as 

to whether that i s not , ab initio , a lie . I don 't believe that indi g-

nant British and Russian officials i n 7/ashington made their feelings 

known. I don • t believe it for a minute . I think that ' s pure invention 

on the part of the youns gentleman who wrot e the stol"'J , and many of you 

do too. No responsible British and Russian officials have said anything 

of the kind in washington. 

I will make an e ven money bet wi t b t be fellow who wrote the story . 

I will make an even money bet today t hat no responsible Russian or 

British official said so , because any responsible British or Russian 

official would not deliberatel y say something that he knew was not true. 

That comes right back t o the fellow who wrote the story. 

Number two -- based on French islands . As far as anybody in the 

Navy or State Depart:~:ents, or I Consular services, or anything like 

that are concerned , that is not true . 1"/e have had absolutely no in-

formation . Then he goes on and says, "tbe presence of t hese submarines 

in the vicinity wns known February '2 , and a high Brit ish officer who 

had been there made a report on the Vichy French t he re," and he goes 
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on, "told the State Department about the submarines . " 

:'I ell, our -- well, t he state Departme~t swears tba t nobody did 

such a t hing, and I don ' t believe that any high British officer did it, 

because ae I t hink the -- the uneer Secretary of State mentioned this 

morni ng , we have bad a~ observer in Martinique tor over a year and a halt, 

and we have had awfully good inf'onnation about everytbins that has hap-

pened down there. Kind of a little bit of a place, as you know. It 

would be mighty hard to hide any -- any Gerr.18n submarine base in those 

islands, without everybody .mowing it inside of -- inside of 24 hours . 

And then it goes on and talks about the Secretary being _at Coral 

Cables , and of course he is. Thi s is all off the record entirely - -

the Secretary has been really very, very i ll , much more so than you 

fellows have print ed in the papers. "'"nd I sm very grateful that you 

haven ' t printed the fact that he was very ill. lie think he is going 

to get all ri ght in the course of the next two or three weeks . But he 

does have to have absolute, complete rest . There is no thought about 

his being oust ed from t he Cabinet, or resigninc , or anything else . 

:'iell , the rest goes on about the so-called appeasement -policy. 

But the point of 1 t is this: that that is an awfully good example of just 

~nat I was talking about last night . It is incorrect information that 

starts people whispering and talking on lines wbich are based on fal~ity. 

Now there you are . Now there is the example -- probably came out in 

those papers within -- simultaneously w1 th my talk last night . knd that 

is the thing we have to guard against. 
. 

~:.ISS ::.AY C~.I:; : !.:r . President , I have a very small question . (laughter) 

Every spring a great many hi -h school seniors come here for a spring trip. 

They aro ·.riting in nO>; t o us asking whether t hey should or should not 
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come to the crowded city here. Do you have any thougbt on that? 

THE-PRESIDENT: I don • t think so , for publication , Uay . It 1 s awfully hard . 

!.:ISS LillY CRAIG: I know. 

THE PRESID::::NT: I vrould sey if they can come here and have a good time, and 

go away without using up too much 89S, and without "discombobolating" 

Washington, it \'tould be all right . 

~ass t:.AY CRAIG: Most of them make t heir reservat ions the year before , but 

the hotels now would like them to give them up because they are crowded . 

TJil.i: PRESIDE!\'!' : \':ell , I don' t knov1 whether they "discombobolate" or not . It 

is a thing for them and the hotels t o v~:n·k out . 

Q. !Jr . President , there bas been some contusion about who is going to handle 

alien property . Can you straighten that out? 

THE PRESIDENT: }fo . Still studying it • . There won ' t be anything on it for a 

while . 

~ Ur. President, in connection with these stories about Secretary Hull, 

there have been some storiifs printed about changes in the Cabinet , some 

of which are not destructive or merely critical . Could you say if you 

have any plans whatever - --

YUE PR!SIDENT: (interpo~ng) Absolutely none. 

~ Xone? 

THE.PRE3IDEI\l'f: Are you ready for this Order? 

Q. (interposing) can you tell us , sir, v:hether there is anyth1nk new on the 

manpower mobil i zation board? 

THE PR~3IDEm' : Nothing yet. 

1-( Soon , sir'? 

THE PRESI D:!:HT: I hope so . 

'7ell, here is this --two Zxecutive Orders • .H.nd this is quite 
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import ant . 

As you know, we started in w1 t h certain kinds of ~using , qui te 

a long •• a good many years ago •• s ix or seven years ago. Knd i n a 

sense it grew·up like Topsy , for the very good reason that when each 

new organization was started there seemed reason at the time for making 

i t a separate organization by itself . find the result bas been, over a 

period of years , t hat it has become pretty evident that we ought to have 

some kind of a simplification, based on the general thought that housing 

of huu£n beings is a subject t hat is separate in itself , even though i t 

affects all-ki nds of • • different :<:inds of people . 'l.'he hous ill6 has to 

be or all k i nde of different characters, and it affec~s a good many 

di fferent departments t hat housing in t he country has become such. And 

there bas been so much recognition .of the fact t hat it was a permanent 

problem, not slum clearance, but t o · take care or changes to improve 

conditions to keep people rrom losing thelr ovm homes . 

That was one of the earliest t hings - - Home 0\mers ' Loan Corpora-
.... 

tion, to encourage bu.ilding , Federal Housing Administration, etcetera - -

that after a long study we at l ast got i t down to the point of having a 

consolidation or all housi ng . 

And the first Executive Order sets up t his new organization, to 

be call ed the National Housing Agency. And I am putting in char ge a 

young man , . .no has been in the Government, and has shown amazing executive 

ability: Jack Blandford -- John Blandford , Jr. , the Assistant uirector 

of t he Budget . 

This new organization will be able · - you can get an idea or the 

t~ing -- (holding up chart) -- t here is t he ol d -- I have got copies of 

these outside -- there is the old or .;e.n1 zation, you see hem comr licated 
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it is . And this is the new organi zation -- (holding up chart ) -- you 

see how much simpler i t is . Bill will have copies of those for you. 

The-- I suppose I had better go through i t in this way . This 

is a consolidation for swifter and more efficient prosecution of the 

present war, consolidating the various housing agencies in one National 

Housing Agency, with the single ~nistrator having the fu ll power to 

carry out the responsibility . This plan of consolidation result ed from 

unusually widespread agreement among Government officials and all kinds 

of students of housing in the practical, private field who are actively 

engaged in day by day administration of housing activities, in and out 

of the Goverzunent . 

Heretofore, there have been 16 di i'ferent a gencies which have either r. 

built housing 1·.1. th public funds or sought to enoourase private enter-

prise t o build !lousi ng wit~ :;:r ivete funds throush the extension of Govern­

ment credit or .o:uarentees. The result has been without any ouestion a 

lot of duplication, conflict , disputes and overlapping among t hese 

public agencies themselves, and also between them and privat e building 

acencies . 

The plan of reorganiz~tion streamlines most of these agencies , and 

the leasing -- the housing functions of all of them into one agency with 

a sing le Administrator . In this Agency, and under him there YAll be con­

solidated 1•.ur and other housing activiti es that have heretofore been 

carried on by ~·ederal Housing Administ r at ion ; Federal Fio:ne Loan Bank 

Board -- you will get all this afterv;ards -- ~·ederal Home Loan Bank 

System; b'ederel ..>avi.ngs and Loan Insurance Oorporat ion; Home Owners ' 

Loap Corporation; U. s. Housing Corpora t ion; u. s . Housing Authority ; 

::lei'er.se ,Iomes Corporation ; ~on-ft.m ?ublic Housing , Far .r. Security Ad-
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ministration; Federal Wor ks Agency; Public Buil ders - - Public Buildings 

Administrat i~n; Division of Defense Housing and ~tual ~·mership De-

fense housing Division in the Federal Works A:geucy; and that part of 

the War and Navy i'unctioning that is not on military or naval reserva-

t ions . Then also the def~nse housing of the Farm Securit y Administra-

' 
tion, and the Divi sion of Defense Housing Coordination . 

Now part of t hese a gencies that are transferred to this National 

Housing Agency by 'tbi s Orde1• are now in Federal Works Agency, and the 

rest are now in the Federal Loan Agency . He are taking them out of 

t hose Agencies -- I would say oi' Federal Works and Federal .Loan -- a nd 

we are abolishing the Federal Loan Admini stration altogether. So we 

are not -- we ·are creati ng a new agency , but we are abol i shing the old 

one. So you have the same one as you had before. 

Those t !Ungs in -- in the b'ederal Loan Agency v<hich a re not hous-

ing are being transferred t o !Lr . Jesse Jones as Secretary of Commerce . 

He has been handling t hem in the past in his posit ion as Federal Loan 

Admi nistrator. 'Nell , that title is being taken away from him, but VIe 

are t urning o-ver t o him as Secretary of Commerce all the t hings like 

~he -:.._ the R.F .C. , etcet era , a nd lots of others - - a whole gr oup of them 

t hat have hitherto been Federal Loan Agency . 

Q Is the R,F .c . as such aboli shed? 

THE PRESIDE!!!' : - What ? Oh 1.\o . Oh No. Nothing -- how could you -- you couldn' t 

abolish the R. F.Cl (laughter) It ' s put under.(J,es~e) Jones as Secretary 

of Commerce, i nstead of (Jesse) Jones as 

Q. {interposing) 

THE P P.:::::;I DE!fr: 

Q (continuing ) 

;'/ill it still re t ain ---

(continuing) --- Federa~Loan hdmini strator, that ' s all . 

"~ · f r esident , is the(e a Federal Lo~Agency left? 
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'IRE PRESID&'11' : No , I said that is abolished. That ha s gone • 

Q But the indi vi dual components of t hat Agency still remain? 

'1'1-IE PRESIDENT: Of the R.F.C.? Oh, sure . Because they are doing the bulk 

of the loaning we do . 

The third constituent -- wait a minute now, I am getting ahead of 

my copy - - it means that t he recent Order for t~e conversion -- for t he 

transfer of Government v.orkers to the t>.'Br effort is going t o be attained 

also in hous i ng , because on this reorsanization there will be qu i te a 

lot of people who will be let out , or r ather who would be let out, if it . -

were not for this transfer Order of t he other day. They will be trans-

ferred to other agencies of the Government, probabl y defense agencies 

of the Government . 

Q About how many, sir? 

'l'ID: ?RESI DTh"l' : That is a t hing that we can ' t give you the fioures on. But 

quite a lot . 

All Governme nt employees' doing worl: relating to 1•.ar housing will be 

under one pool, under one supervis i on. The new a gency for administrat-

ive convenience will have unde r it only three principal constit uent 

units , That in itself is a great streruulining of the Public Eo using 

Authority , which will be an amalgamation of all the various agencies and 

personnel engaged in constructing housing with public money. That is 

the dist inctive feature of t hat . 

(Leon) Keyserling will be the Acting Administrator of that Division . 

The second Divisi on will be the Federal Housing Adm1n istra.tion, end will 

continue t o be known as such . In other words, the guaranteeing or in-

suring of mortgages placed by banks and l ending institutions on homes • 

And t:r . (Abnor) Fer guson will continue as Corrunissioner of t hat , only we 

) 
'• 
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are going t o call him Commissioner instead of ~ninistrator, because 

A,.dministrator is the name of the top per son in charge of t he whole works . 

The third will be the Feder a l Home Loan Bank Administrat i on, and 

t. wil l incl ude all the fUnctions of the Home l oan Bank ::>ystem . John Fahey 

will remain as Commi ssioner of that • 

• All of these t hree unit s will be under the supervision and adminie-

trative control of the National Housi ng Admi n.istrator . He mll also 

thus be abl e to save a lot of overhead in consolidating all of the rune-

tiona now scattered all over the place relating t o research in housing 

construct ion , materials , methods, etcetera, and general urban develop-

ment planning relating t o housing and s imilar facilities. 

The Order ~dll not cause one day ' s delay. Actual l y i t ought to 

begi n within a very few da ys to speed up t he production of war housing . 

~ l.:r . President 1 will !.:r . iCeyserling be called Commissi oner? 

THE PRZSI DE;>'l': ':ihat? 

Q :1ill :.:r . ireyser ling ' s title be changed to Co:nmi ss:oner? 

THE PR:!:SI::>:::l:T : '(es, yes . 

It ;;hat will happen ---

Q. (interposing ) i'ihat v.1 ll 'happen to t:r . (Charles b'. ) Pal! •. er , the (Dei'ense 

nousing) Coordinator? 

THE P!ESIDZllT: I am caning to that in a minute . (laughter) At the same 

t hat ' s ail in one Executive Order . Then t here is another Lxecutive 

Order by which we transfer the functions of the present Federal Loan 

Agency to the Department of Co~erce, and abolish t he Federal Loan Agency. 

Tl1ose funct ions that are transferred to the Depart ment o'f Commerce are 

the Reconstruct ion Finance Corporation; Electric Home and i-'arm Authori t y 

-- t his is all down -- a . F .C. t:ort~ge Company ; Federal t;ational i.:ortgage 
1 • 
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Associat ion; Disaster Loan Corporation; !::xport - Import Ban.< of ;•iashing-

t on; Defense Pla nt Corporat ion; fG.lbber Reserve Company; Metals iteeerve 

Company; Defense Supplies Corporation, a nd War Insurance Corporat i on • 

.~<nd they all go out from under !.!r . Jones , and under the control of 

Ur . Jones . (laughter) 

Q :Jr . President , can you say why they go to Commerce? Is it becaus e of the 

personali t y involved? V:by not 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No . 

~ (continuing ) send them to Treasury? 

THE PRESIDEi\lT : No . It ' s because essentially I would like to see the Depart­

ment of Commerce built up with t hings that don't - - ought ' not t o be 

under the Tr easury; and yet 'l suppose the easiest answer i s that t he 

Commerce seems to be the best place to put t hem . 

And then I have written a letter to l.lr . Palmer, askillg him in be -

half of the new Ho.tional Housing Agency -- with one or tvio assistants 

- - t o pr oceed t o England as my representative, and representative of the 

Nat i onal liousins Agency, to study and r eport on the wor k over there at 

the end of two years and a half of ac.tual war, because as each month 
' 

of war over t here has gone on, they have modified and developed their 

various ~mthods of dealing with housing . 

I think t hat-covers it all right. I am glad to get--­

~ ( interposing) (loudly) Thank you , Ur . President . 

Q Thank you, ~. President. (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI' : That ' s very good. 

\ 
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'lHE PR:!SIDEm': (to J.lr , J. Henry, new president of the olhite House Correa-

pondents• Association) How is it weighing on your shoulders? 

llR . J . HENRY: Taking it all very lightly. 

THE PRESIDENT: Don' t you think he looks older? 

Q I•don' t know. 

TKE PR&SIDENT: What? 

~ Getting a little gray . 

Q He ' s bearing up -- a little shiny. 

!.tR. J . HBNRY: I certainly l ook much balder , 

Q That ' s because of his "coronation . " 

THE P~IDENT: Is that it? 

~ That's because of his "coronation. " 

'l'IG PiU:SIDENT: Yes , yes . Yes, yes . :•Jten are we going to have the i nduction? 

!.!R. J . P....::..iRY: 7,'e would be glad to have you c0111e, if you could attend? 

TilE PRESID!:Nl': 'He ought to have one . 

tR. J . H]l~: ~e will have to wait until Steve (Early) gets back . 

THE P~IDE1~: Has your Association got a gavel of its own? It has, hasn't 

it? 

MR . J. HENRY: I ddn't know. 

Q No . 

Q No , it has not . 

'1'ffZ PRESIDENT: I have got about 20 or 30 gavels at Hyde Park . I think I 

will have to give you a gavel -~ with an inscript ion. (laughter) 

~ffi . J . H!::NRY: Fine . .fine . 

• 
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J.IR , DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENI': I don't thin..l< I have anytt.ing. You got last night the 

EXecutive Order, put~ing t he defensive~arbors on a ll three coasts 

under the ;~avy , which is just another means of unifying things . And 

probably the Navy will use that part Df the Navy vibich i s most familiar 

wi t h port conditions - - I would say the Coast Guard as the nucleus to 

build up that protection ---

Q (interposing) Us , Presi dent ---

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing ) - - - the Coast Guard command . 

~ ( continuing ) --- will that include mine-l aying? 

THE PRESIDENI' : That I don ' t know . 

r ~ill it include land guns coast for harbor defense? 

TH:!: PR::::>IDE: IT: Oh Ho . Oh Ho . 

Q. Just naval? 

THE PR::: ..:I D:!:<T: Docks , and things like t hat • 

.:(. :.:r . Presiaent , it is designed rather against internal s~bota~;e than ex-

tarnal attack, is it not? 

T"~ PR&>IDE!;'l' : Yes , yes . 

Q. Ur . President, is there any r eason ~1hy the memorandum f r om the joint C. I.O. -

A.F.L. committee should not be made public? 

'I'H];; PR~IDE:\'T : :\'ell , there were several memoranda . I don't think there i s 

any one that you can eet your t eeth into t hough. It 1s part of a dis-

cussion stage , as I said the other day , in regard to the cost of livin:: . 

And I think, as l also sai d the other day, the - - in viewing the cost 

of living , whether - - wh-ther one should , or even whether one shouldn ' t 
L 

take into consideration a \·.hol e l ot of elements such as the rer~ional 

element or the local element . 

• 
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. Oh , I read in the paper that the cost of living in liashington, 

D. C. , was higher than aey other place in the country . I don ' t know. 

Should that be taken into consideretion, or should we view the t hing 

from the average of t he -- of the whole of the nation? That is just 

something that is being worked on. 

~ Did that report , sir, make a r ecomnendation for a new independent or new 

division of t he Labor Department , to handle the questions of mobilizing 
• 

'IRE PRESID£NT: (interposing) I ~:ouldn't sa.y Yes , and I wouldn' t say No . 

It was one of the matt ers that was talked about in the discussion. 

~ Have you defined in your mind, sir, any definite policies toward the 

mobilization question on manpower? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet . 

Q How soon do you expect to? 

THE PRESID~~: I don ' t know, 

Q Thank you. 

Q Does there seem to be any serious ~onflict between the position taken by 

t he ~wo labor groups and by Price Administ rat or (Leon) Henderson? 

THE PRESIDENT: Very little . 

Q Mr. President , would you comment on the Smith (Rep. H . w. Smith, Democrat , 

of" Virginia) proposal about the 40-hour week , now in the House of Repre-

sent atives? 

THE PRESID~!T: :iell, I haven 't read the· amendment . The only way - - thing I 

can do is to talk to you as "background ," without attribut i on • .tiS I 

understand it , this would repeal all kinds of - - of laws, except I think 

the railroad employees laws . 

~ (interjecting) And the one on postal 

THE PffiSI!>?lfT: r.Hat? 

• 
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Q And one about postal clerks . 

THE PRESIDENT: And on.e a-bout postal clerks . And of course at the present 

time we have to remember that we are working a ~eat deal more t han 

40 hours a week - - some industries that are worlf·ing a s high as 60 hours 

a week. I s uppose the -- I haven ' t got any figures, but I s uppose· ,the 

ave rage is around 44 or 46 hours a week a t the present time . So the 

general effect of an amendment repealing eJd.st i ng laws m1ght be used for 

the purpose of elim1nat1ng any payment for overtime . l'lel l, that would 

mean, of course , a reduction in the pay envelope at the end of the week, 

or the end of the montli . And as f a r as I can see, that would be about 

the only effect . 

Q. Mr. Presi dent, isn't i t also true tha t this would e iiminate t he 40- hour 

week requirement in non- defense industries? 

THE PRESIDENr: I t hink so, Yes. The repealer would do that • 

I Also the textile i ndustries , in Cox 's ( Representative E. B. Cox, Democrat, 

of .Georgia) District? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes, yes . Clothing - - - (laughter) 
\ 

Q :dr . President, this would -- Congress could not pass a bill which would 

rescind or void t he present contracts, would 1 t? For instance, any nwuber 

of contracts a r e on a 40-hour week 

THE PRE31Dill\~ : (interjectine l Yes . 

C' (continuing ) - -- some of them for t i me and- a hal f, and some for double pay? 

T'rlE PRESIDEl·JT : Yes, tha t is true , but the contracts keep l'unning out all the 

t ime . 

Q ~;/ell, most of them have a continuing clause that they can be taken up? 

THE PRE5IDEr:T : Yes , yes . By either s i de . 

Q By either side . But the point is they a r e ~~ely done . 

1 
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THE PRESIWlT: Yes • 

MR . P. BRA..'IDI': :.:ight Congess -- Congress enact a law which would void those 

contr acts? 

THE PR::::SIDZI\'l': I don't know, Pete . I would have to ask a better lawyer 

t han I am. 

Q The· point is 

THE PRESIDENl': 

~ 

that if t he Congress 
I 

(interjecting) Yes . 

cannot , ---

Q (continuing) ---then t t ose that have contracts are in a better position .. 
than those who do not? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is r ight . 

Q You don't know whether that 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No . 

' ·-· 

~ But, ~. Pre3ident, I would like t o say that there is a tendency in con-

tracts now to refrain from putting in the 40-hour -- 8-hour - - under the 

law, and if the law changes --

T.!E. PRESIDEtlT: ( interJX>sing) On the contracts it depends mostly on the 

indi vidual case . -.A 

Q Lr . President , has t here been any suggestion t hat t he President should have 

discret ionary powers 1n rega:rd to the 40-hour •::eek? 

Tr3 PRE.SI D:.:i>IT: Kot that I have ever heard of. ( 1au3hter) 

Q In that connection, ~ . President 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) '.'/hat? 

Q (continuing) --- last !!onday a thousand citizens of the town or /lest .. ar-

wick , Rhode Island, addressed to you a peti tion recommending that you 

put the nation on a 168-hour work ~eeR. Have you seen anything on that? .. ' 

THE PRESIDE~lT: 168-hour week? (laughter.) Ho~ny days is that ? 

Q 7 days • 

. ' 
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'lRE PRESID~"l': IVhat? 

~ Seven 24- hour days . 

THE PRB:>ID::m': Oh t I see . t:o tim.e out to eat? 

~ Apparently not. 

THE PRESIDENT: Probably most of the nation would be dead at the end of one 
1-

week. ( laugbt e r) 

~ Have you seen that petition , sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

Q. Mr . President , could you remove the 40-hour l';eek restrictions without Con­

gressional' act ion? 

THE PRESIDENT: There isn't any 40- hour restriction at t he present t11ne. 

~ I mean -- abolish time ana a hal f, or-- -

THE PRESID~"l' : (interposing) I wouldn't abolish t ime and a half . I don ' t 

want to have people get less in their pay envelopes t han they are get-

ting today , especially with the cost of living going up. 

~ !.:r . President , does that need to be "background"? 

~ PRESIIT..:NT : ~lhet? 

Q. That is all "background"? ... 
TIU: ~IDZ.IT: Yes . Don't bring ::1e into this thing . I t is purely a matter 

for the House at the present time . 

Q. l~r . President , the 1\azi radio from Paris today r eports Admiral Leahy has 

demanded of the Vichy government that they do not use any of their ships 

of the French Fleet w1 t bout the consent and approval of Washington, that 

Vichy in turn has rejected that r equest , and Admiral Leahy will be re-

called . Can you say anything on that ? 

TID: P!lESID£NT: That came from Paris? 

Q It came from the Ger1r.an radio in Paris, as I unc.erstand it . 

' 
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'IKE PRESIDENt': I think you. have answered the question, 

~ Thank you , sir . 

Q. Mr, President , the Executive Collli!.i ttee of the New York County Democretic 

1 COJ!lllittee is meeting t'bis afternoon. to try to pick t heir leader . Huve 

you any a dvice to offer them? 

TliE PRSSIDENT: 1\o . (laughter) 

Q h~ . President, a dispatch f rom Berne quotes the ~oscow radio as saying 

that the Russians have sequestered Japanese property in Sov iet t erritory. 

Have you soy advice to t hat effect? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no . 

Q Mr. President , have you heard anything about t his production program at 

Mount Gilea d, in Ohio? 

THE PRESIDENT: I will be · perfectly frank. I got it just one second ago . 

Bill (Hassett) gave i t to me along with a l ot of stuff . I am e;o i ng to 

read i t this afternoon . I don' t know anythi ng about i t now . Just got it . 

Q ~ . President , some deys ago we were told that a syst~ sunilar t o convoys 

would be worked out for protection of South NDerican -- Latin AJ,.erican 

shippi ng. Can you tell us anything about that vnthout reveali ng mi li-

tary secret s? 

THE PRESID!l.'T: tro . It would reveal military secrets i f I di d . 

' ~ can you say that s~~ething is bei ng done about it? 

THE PRE3I DENT: Well , we· are trying to pr otect as many ships as we can , on 

all of t he oceans, with an insuffic ient amount of "butter" to go around 

on a very ~art;;e amount of "bread ." 

~ !!.r . President , anyt~ing new on the Alaskan !11 ~way? 

Tllli PRE;;;lDENT: I haven' t heard a word. 'llhat is Congress doing on it? Any. 

t hi ng at all? 

·-
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Q It ' s still in the House Committee . 

THE PR!SID~:r : 1ligbt ask t he ·•ar Depe.rtn:ent on t hat, because t hey have got 

all the documents and everything else . .nnd I am -- frankly I am wait-

ing for a positive , definite recommendat i on from the "liar Department . 

Q Mr. PresidEtn't , a ny of the South American countries contri buting a little 

" butter" t o that "bread"? 

mE PRESID:i!::-.'1' : Yes . Yes . That ' s right . They are . 

o l.:Z.. Preside~:t, would you care to comment about the practice developing . 

i n Congress of placing vet oable legislat ion on non- vetoable bills? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don' t thi nk I have changed much i n t he l ast - - well , let 
. 

us see - - from 1913 on I have had a rather defini te idea about it , t hat 

i t is not Q.Uite fair either t o t he Congress or to the coontry t o at-

tach ri-ders to _principal , main appropriation bills which relate t o :tat-

ters which are n~ exactly ,sexmane to t he fact of appropriating under an 

authorizat i on . I t i s a very - - it is a very reprehensible method of 

legislating. 

Q ( i nterposing) Specifically ---

THE PREdiD::il;T: (continuing) I think most of the country has always felt it . 

Q Would you suppose that viol ate,s the spirit of the ConstitutioQ? 

TRE PRESIDENT: Ho . I wouldn ' t _go so far as that because t hat might be bring­

i ng i n a Cons~itutionoi ar gument . I don ' t think it is a Constitutional 

questio.n so n:.uch as it is a matter of - - well , what shall I call it? 

legislative ethics . 

Q Specifically , l{.r . President , do you went to make any further observations . -
about that Farn: bill that was passed ·the other day against your a dvice? 

THE PRE::>IDE:.fl' : ~lell - - except this: t ha t i t seems to be pretty true that it -
would raise the cost of eating in the country about a billion dollars . I 

I 
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think everybody ought to realize t het. I don ' t t hink we want to add 

to the cost or our meals -- of a billion dol lars , if we can help it. 

Q ll.r . President , v1ould you say t hat was about the best way to start the 

inflationary syst em t hat we have been t rying t o avoid? 

THE PRESIDENI' : or course people are sitting up nights trying to invent new 

met hods of accelerating inflation, and I am sitting up nights trying to 
.I 

block the acceleration of inflation. (laughter) And this is one of 

the -- one of the plans which would accelerate inflation -- no questi on. 

~ Mr. Presi dent, in your reply to the question about non-germane riders , you 

qualified somewhat your answer to appropriation bills? 

THE PRESIDENT: \Vell , I think that would apply to any other bill too . 

Q Any other bill? 

'IRE PRESIDENT: In the constitution of the State of New York, as I remember 

it -- you bad better check on this -- see whether I am right or not, 

because it is quite a long while since I was Governor -- there is a 

clause thet in effect prevents that. The title of the bill has got t o 

cover everything that is in the bill , v.il1ch in effect means that if you 

start to put a rider on i t in the Senate or the Assembl y in the Stat e of 

New York , the title of the bil l doesn ' t cover the rider and t her efore 

such -- such a bill would be vetoed by t he Governor as unconstitutional. 

Quite a number of States have a provision of that kind . 

~ Well, isn' t t hat to prevent secret legislation? You can amend the t itle? 

THE PRESIDENT: (after a short pause) No . You see - - you see the usual method 

in the t i t le is "For so and so , and other purposes ." Well, that is' cut 

out under · tbe constitution of the State of New York - - "and other pur-

poses ." 

~ Yes . But what I rrean -- you could amend the title to t he bill? 
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'mE PRESIDEm': The interesting fact is: in Albany they don ' t . (laughtorf 

-It ' s pretty strictly lived up to , the intent of having legislation only 

cover one subject . 

Q Would. you say then, sir , that legislative ethics in Albany are higher 

than in Washington? ( laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: No, because we have it in the constitution at Albany the 

State constitution. They haven ' t got i t in the Constitution of the 

Unit ed States . 

Q Mr . President , would you construe the Smith amendment to be that type of 

a rider not gennane to the War Powers bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q Aga·in, is that "background"? 

THE PRESIDENI': That is still "background . " (lau~ter, and cries of "Oh") 

Q ur . President ---

'IRE PRESIDENT : (interposing) You can write a nic:e story. 

Q !.!r . President , if the bill covers the ·:lar Powers of the President, and 

the President is denied discretionary powers on the 40-hour wee~ . that 

surely would not be germane to the bill , would it? 

THE PRESIDE!\T: I don ' t know. I don ' t know. I would hate. even to make a 

snap judgment on that . 

Q. Thank you, !.1r . President. 

Q Thank you, Mr . President . 
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