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| CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #304

Executive Office of the President

February 10, 1942 -- 4.10 p.m.

¥R, DOMATDSON: All in., (this was scarcely heard above the hubbub)

LR, DONALISOMN: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I have sent out a letter to all heads of departments, agencies,
etcetera -- a memorandum saying, "It is essential that an ecuitable
and uniform practice be followed in applying provisions of the Selective
Serviees and Training Aet to officers and employees in the Federal ser-
vice., The pclicy with respect to deferment from military training
and service on ccecupational grounds, recommended in the atteched memo-
randum of ;gﬁfuﬂlﬁ'E, has my approval, and all concerned will be
zoverned accordingly.”

. and I will ask Steve (lir. Barly) to hﬂTl.re some coples or photostats
made of the recommendations to me by Secretaries of Treasury, War,MNavy,
and Ceneral (lewis B.) Hershey, and (Wm. H.) llcheynolds, Personnel
Administrative Assistamt. +nd see if I can shorten this a bit for
you, and many other items, on what it's all about.

They recommend, and I lave approved and put into effect, the
fdllowing: Hequest for defernent from service of any foiger or em-
ployee of the Government shall be mgﬂe enly by the head of the approp-
riate department. Such renusst must be made on forms prescribed by
the Selective Service System.

Secondly, no such recuest shall be made except when the head of
the department shall certify, first, thet the officer or employee is in
e position, the duties of which are clearly related to the war effort

or its essential suprorting activities. GSecondly, that the officer or
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employee is in a type of position listed by the Selective Service zs
one in whieh it is difficult to obtein replacements, or a type of
position in which he cannot be readily replaced except by the train-
ing of a successor through work experiance'for a period of at least
six months.
Humber threa; the initial request for deferment will be for a
period of not to exceed six pionths. If the duties of the position
are of a type reauiring work experience of at least two years, the
appropriate agency will take immediate sfepa to train a successor.
Fourth, request for deferment beyond the initial six months pﬁriod
will not be made except when the head of the derartment certifies that
one of the followingz conditions exist: First, that to attain reason-
able competence in the duties of the position, work experience of two
years ar more is necessary. Second, that replacement has been secured
for the individual, but that a further period of training is recuired
before the trainee is qualified to go in. And third, that the Selectlve
Service system has found that a shortage of persons with qualifications

required in the particu}ar position exists, and that it has been im-

possible to get a replacement. lleads of all departments make inventory

of all officers -- to make an inventory of all officers and employees
who in all probability will be rlaced in Class 1A, and wiere necessary
recruit and begin the training of persons who are to take their places.
I think that covers that pretty weli. Thet gzoes with it Steve.
(handing Mr. Zarly some additional papers)
(, MNr. President, do you have any estimate on the nunber of persons who
mirht be ===

THEZ PRESIDENT: (interposing) No. Mot yet. oteve just asxed for it. They

o e T L e i)
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will probably come in very soon.

Q Mr. President, do you care to comment on the speech made by Premier
(Mitchell F,) Hepburn of Ontzrio today, in which he says that the
Japanese have obtained such naval superiority in the Pacific that the
present United States Fleet is in hiding?

THE PRESIDENT: Very simple answer in two forms. I haven't seen the entire
speech, merely an alleged excerpt. And secondly, if I did see the en-
tire speech it would be of course for Ottawa to say anything, and not
Washington.

% W¥r. President, the -- the hearing -- investigation of the Fam ~ecurity
Administration is goingz on before a c?mmittaa on non-essential expendi-
tures. Would you care to say whether you consider their work non-
essential?

THE PRESIDENT: I would say it is extremely essential to keep that gzoing.
Our whole food situation for the durstion of the war is intimately con-
neeted with it. Furthermore, the whole problem of security for a large
number of individual families is at stake. Of course it is essential.

¢ Mr. President ---

¢ (interposing) lr. President, in that comnnection ---

THE PRESIDENT: What?

( Mr. President, in that connection it has been testified and admitted, as
I understand it, that the Farm Security ~dministration hes in Alabama
paid poll texes. Would you care to comment on that?

THE PRESIDANT: I don't think that they should pay the poll tax.

3 lir, Fresident, it was also brought out by =enator La Follette today that
i

ud O'Neal has a checkoff system by which publie alabama landlords and

others are collecting dues of the jmerican Farm Dureau federation from
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sharecroppers. Would you care to comment on that?

THE PRESIDENT: I would say exactly the same thing. I don't think they should |

do that.
4 Lr. President, can you tell us about your conference with lMayor LaGuardia? 4
THE PRESIDENT: Didn't he see you on his way out? ?
. ( |
o I"lﬂ M ]

¢ MNo, sir.
THE PRESIDENT: 'Well, he is ending his service. He brought out a point
which I hadn't thouzht of before, but it is perfectly true. He wasn't
appointed because there was some -- some qQuestion in the -- in the New
York constitution as to whether he could take appointive office.
MR. EARLY: (interjecting) That's rizht.
THE PRESIDENT: (continuinz) But I requisitioned his services. I think he
has been serving without pay, and he is now =- what do you call it? --
-relinquishing that work, having arrived at the period of the completion
of the organizational work. |
< %ho will succeed him, lMr. President?
THE PRESIDZNT: lr. -- Dean u-.ﬁean Landis.
 He will get the title too, will he?
THE PRISIDENT: Yes, ves. I guess he will be paid too. (laughter)
2 (interposing) Mr. President --- .
THZ FRESIDENT: (continuinz) Off the record, whether he does a Sally Rand
act or not. (more laugshter)
& The final say -- will his say be final?
THE PReESIDENT: What?

% Will his say be final?

THE PRESIDENT: I hope not. You might kill him. (laughter)
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§ Will Landis say in his --

THE PRESIDENT: His "say"? I thought you said his "pay." Oh! Yes.

@ Mr. President, do you have any.sort of order in preparation for creation
of & manpower mnbiliZatinﬁ board, to make the powers -- to consider
mobilizing manpower for industry as well as the armed forces, and al-
locating the same?

THZ PRESIDENT: I would say that the matter is under study still. Has been
for about -- about three weeks.

¢ Is it near completion, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: No. DNot yet.

4 Is there any truth to reports that lir, Hillman will head === .

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I don't knmow. We haven't got to the problem
of personnel yet. It is entirely a problem of how to organize it.

d, There are also reports that he has been offered the position of Secretary
of Labor?

THE PRESIDENT: Good. Good.

& Could you comment on that?

THE PREiIQEHT; No., I don't care., The parers can print what they want.
They will probably be wrong, but that is up to the papers.

4 Mr, President, is there anything being set up to mansage the Fisheries
_ in order to obtain that 200 million pounds of exports ---
THZ PRISIDENT: (interposing) lanage the what?
% The Fisheries, in order to build up 200 million pounds of export that
there is planned ---
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I haven't heard anything about that at all.

You mean to increase the cateh of fish?

q Well, it is partially that, but to handle the problems connected with ---
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THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) With what?

Q' Military =- 200 million -- 200 million tons of =-- of dried -- canned
fish that are to be exported under Lend-Lease. #nd I understood that
there was some Executive Order being prepared to set up a body =-=

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I haven't heard it. I hope we can export 200
million pounds.

Q- (interjecting) Pounds.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I never heard about it. It would be a grand
thing if we could gzet that many fish to export.

Q lr. President, can you tell us, sir, about your ccnference last week with
the A,F.L, and the C.I1.0, committee?

THE PRESIDENT: We had a very useful and very pleasant round-table talk.

sy There was a story published this morning, sir, that you had read to them

a memorandwn from Leon Henderson opposing =---

TUE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No. I didn't read them any ---

2 (continuing) --- specifically ===

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- memorandum from anybody.

, @ NMr., President, you conferred with Congressional Leaders with regard to

the St. Lawrence today. Did anything develop from that?

THZ PRESIDENT: Nothing further than the fact that it is in the report of the
Committee, and in the -ill. That was all.

@ what is that that is in the report of the Committee? Can you say what?

THE PRESIDENT: Go ahead and build the dam. Can't get anything out of the
needs of the Govermment until you build the dam.

§ Well, does thet mean that it will be taken up in thﬂ-Housa?

THE PRESILENT: Oh Yes.

& In the future?

e T ! T
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THE PRESIDENT: It is in the bill,

0 How abouf the nevizationsl feature, lr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: You heve to build a dam before you can do anything. Let's
bulld a dam.

& (interposing) MNr, President, it has been suggested ---

THE PRESIDENT: (conmtimuing) That -- that =-- that's what they call a
practical Dutchman talking. (laughter)

& It has been sugzested in the House that you exclude Congressmen from the
new expanded pension retirement system. Has such a suggestion reached
vou persconal ly?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I haven't heard anything about that at all.

¢, (interposing) Representative ---

THE PRESICENT: (contifuing) Lxcept one of my friends came in and told me
that under the bill he thought it applied to the President of the
United States, and by paying a few dollars down the next -- little less
than three years, that 1 could get a permanent pension for the rest of
my life, at %37,500, whiclii —- that would be quite a discovery, wouldn't
it? I would be able to retire on +37,500 & year by tle payment of
five percent, or something, for a few years.

4 Mr. President --- J

# (interposing) Nr. President, there afe some Congressmen who would like
to have you find a way to get them out of it. (laughter)

¢ (interposing) Nr. President =---

THE PRESIDENT: Well, there is always one way out. That is not applying
for the pension. (laughter)

€ Mr. President, would you sizn a repeal bill?

THE PRESIDENT: What?
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(, Would you sign a repeal bill?

THE PRESIDENT: I would like to see just how it was phrased first. (laughter)

@ Mr. President -- lir., President, were you ever under the New York State
retirement fund?

THE PRE.SID;:‘.I\“I': Yes. I was under it for four years.

@ You are not under it now?

THE PRESIDENT: No. iihen I came down here they quit paying me interest,
and T asked to get the prineipal back, which I did.-

@ The reason I ask was that both of the New York Senators are still in
under that, and apparently they could qualify without any trouble under '
the Federal system?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, both.

& Double pension?

THE PRESIDENT: Surely.

4 MNr. President, do you plan any additional steps in the cases of aAdmiral
Eimmel and Short? |

THE PRESIDENT: The matter is still under study.

@ Nr. President, a great deal has been said and written these days on the
matter of "cgmplacency" in this country, in the face of bad news in the
Pacific. Would you care to comment on that?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and a part of it is true. Not all of it, because I
think we are beginning more and more, every day, to be more realistic
in regard to the existing situation. &nd there is a better understand-
inz in every part of the country that whether we like it or not this
is-a -- a world-encireling war, and that the first objective, obviously
-- I am talking what might be called major atre;tag;.r now -- is to prevent

a break-through, and cause as much attrition of the resources of the
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enemy a8 all of us can during the period in which we are able to
build up the overwhelming superiority which is necessary and which (
will be forthecoming while we sre engaged in preventing break-througls %
and damaging or destroying as much of the personnel and materiel of ;
the enemy as we possibly can. j
% Mr. President, Mr., (William L.) Batt said last week that a great many 5
Americans do not realize that we could lose the war, |
THE PRESIDENT: Now yvou are getting into "if" questions. I am only talk-
ing about realities as they appear today.
3 (interposings) Could we cucte you on the ---
THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) That answers that question.
i, Could we quote vou dirsctly on your answer to that previcus question?
THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. I think you can parapnrase it all right.
& 4§ Mr. President, in connection with what you just said, some of the men
who kevt their mouths shut for two months are now breaking out with
"T told you so's" sbout airplanes and tanks and guns. dould you cars
to comment on thelr morale-building statements?
THE PRESIDENT: What? In what partiecular, I mean? That is tco general.
& Well, they are saying, "I told you so. he haven't got the planes. Ve
haven't zot the tanks. e haven't got the guns." They shut up for
two months, but they are breaxing out again.

r

& (interposing) Senator Wheeler, specifieally. (laughter)

Q {interpasing} Those that dida't tell you so two months ago.

THE PRESIDENT: What did they say two months ago, that there weren't esti-
mates and appropriation bills -- not large enough?

w No,

JL THE PRESIDENT: What? Isn't that the implication in the words, "I told you




so"? I think that answers it pretty wal_l.

;’ MR. J. HENRY: Thank you, Mr. President.
€ Thank you, Mr. President.
(as the newspapermen were leaving, 2 reporter asked the President
when the resignation of Mayor LaGuardia became effective. With

Mr. Early stendinz beside him, the President answered that it was

effective immediately)

L . (Notebook VII-P.C. =-- Page £9)

er
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CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #805

Executive Office of the President

February 13, 1942 == 10.50 A.l.

(Sir Philip Gibbs was a guest at this Fress Conference)

THE PRESIDEKT: Berl. (Godwin)

YR. GODYIN: How are you, sir?

IR. DORALDSON: All in.

TEEZ PRESIDENT: I have, for cuite a long while, been interested in one
particular housing program that is wery much needed in the eity -- outi=
side the city of Detroit. Really this 1s more a local than a national
story, but out there they have zot this new Willow Run bomber plant
in Ypsilanti, with a great many -- it will, when JE is going full speed,
probably use 75 to 100 thousand people in it. And there is not enough
housing in that area. This is perhaps illustéativa of some of the
things that are, on a smaller scale, the same kiﬁd of problem. #And
they have been telking -- oh, I don't know, what? -- two months about
meetinz some of them. The trouble is that this area includes probably
walf a dozen communities, and three separate counties, and the State
of Michigan, and verious agencies of the Federal Government. #nd when
you get a situation like that, there is only one thing to do and that
is to tie it together under somebody.

I have asked Frederic Delano to assume the job of bringing all
these different agencies together -- local and county, State and Federal,

and get samething gtarted. So I have sent him a letter to that effect.
i A

He has already neld two or three conferences nere, and will go on out

to the site -- place -- and hold further conferences there. +<nd we hope

to get fairly oulck action, considering the number of goverumental --

A
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I don't mean Federal -- Federal and State, and county and local
(agencies) together, and try to see if we can't get the thing started.
YR. GODYIN: Get what started? The housing ---
THE PRE%I%EHT: (interposing) This housing.

MR, CODWIN: (continuing) --- housing matter?

THE PRESIDENT: This housing facility. We don't even know how many houses

should be put up. #e don't even knmow yet definitely how many families,

s I L

ag families go out there, would have to.be taken care of.

@ Is this -- is this the so called "Defense City," sir? . ; -

THZ PRESIDENT: Oh, I believe some people have called it that, bub that's
using a name which should not balused. "It is the Willow Run bomber
plant housing problem.

¥R. GODYIN: (interposing) Did you say ---

TEE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Beczuse it may not always be in one place, it
is a misnomer to call it a defense city. It is a question which is being
held on that line.

MR. GODWIN: Sir, did you =---

@ {interposing) How much money ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I don't know. We don't know yet.

1R. CUDYIN: Did you say that 75 thousand to 100 thousand people would be
L

3

in the bomber plant, or near the area?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I understand that it's in the bomber plant -- tremen=-
dous big thing.

& This will not;affeet lir., Delano's pusition on the (llational) Pari and
Planninz Commission?

THE PRESIDENT: ihat? " ‘

& This will not affect ---
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THXZ PRESIDENT: (interposing) Oh No.

& Mr. President, did you see Secretary Wickard's statement that the F.S.A.

(Farm Security Administration) has not been paying poll taxes?

THE PRESIDENT: I did, anrd somebody -- I don't know who it was == I think

you did it -- (pointing to Phelps Adams of the New York Sun) =-- you asked

me & question based, as it turned out -- you put it as a statement of
fact, and you asked me a question based on that statement of fact. It
turns out the statement of faect was not true.

It ought to be made perfectly clear that the poll taxes were not
paid by the Govermment in any way, shape, manner or form. In other
words, let's tell the real facts.

These tenant people, these people who come under Federal grants
nave a budret which is made up -- well, that includes everythlng, every
necessity of life. It includes food, includes clothing, includes a bed
to sleep in, and it includes taxes of all kinds. #And in those budgets
they allow people to put down one Torm of tax, which is a poll tax.
Therefore, the premise was entirely wrong, on the Hill and here. I ac-
cepted it because I supposed that it had been definitely stated or
gestablished that we were -- that the Covernment was paying the poll tax.
That was not true. And you can't wiggle it round to make it seem es if
it wvas true. 7You may also, if you did that, say that the Government was
vaying them some other form of tax, The taxes are a liability on the

individual tenant. Now that's the real story.

P. ADANS: lay I simply point out that I said that "I understood" ===
E PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

P, ADAIS: (econtinuing) =--- that Lir. Baldwin (C.B. Baldwin, Administrator

for F.,S5.A.) had admitted that they were paying the poll taxes.
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes. #And there were a lot of people that fell into the same

o«
1
-

mistake, that is perfectly true, including some llembers of the Senate
and the House, I think., But actually it was. not true. They were alluﬁad
to put in their expenses, very properly -- their poll tax. 3=
And of course the type of mind of some people -- 1 am not talking
& about you (Mr. Phelps Adams) -- I am talking about people on the Hill
and -- Oh, what? -- columnists -- (laughter) -- some of them -- it's
the same type of mind that really was quite thrilled seven or eight
years ago, when 1 .ere was a drive in this country to prevent anybody
on W.P.A. from voting. lNow that is an awfully good parellel, I am
talking about types of mind. Why, there were cheers and yells from
thatjﬁype of mind in the country when it was proposed that persons, be=-
cause they were poor, would have to be cut out from voting -- the right
‘ to vote. That is just a little saying -- '.';nEt't.‘v.ill I call it? =-- a
homily., I think you will eateh on. You know what I mean. !
 ur. President, do you =- do you approve of the poll tax in primeiple? Do
you think it's a sound tax, anyway?
THE FRESIDENT: I suppose the best thingz to do is quote the war editor of
the Montgzomery Alabama Journal and let him talk to you.
(reading): ™lo one questions the wisdom of the Alabama law which
prohibits anyone from paying another's poll tax. It might be a
good --"
and mind you that is a State tax --
"e—it might be a good thing if it were enforced generally in the
South, but the law does not forbid a farmer or anyone else to 2o
to his bank and borrow money toc pay his taxes -- poll taxes or

no poll taxes. Why then all the fuss about the F.S.A. which is
the only bank available to many farmers?"

IR, GODWIN: That's right.

' R Uo you think the poll tax in itself, 1r, President, has kept the poor -

o L
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people in the past from voting in the past? '

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, of course it has.

@ Do you think that is a good idea?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I have been opposed to a_poll tax all my life.

IR, P, BRANDT: lr. President, at the same time there was something about a
checkoff =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes, Pete. I asked Wayne (Coy) about that just

now, and I don't know. e naven't got the information on 1t -- whether

that is allowed in the budget or not.
& I understcod that that was not denied.
THE PRESIDENT: That I don't know. You would have to g0 and find out. Now,
let's seg ---
@ (interposing) Mr. President, have you any thoughts on the status of
French-iAmerican relations?
THE PHESIDENT: Of what?
% Relations of the United States and Viechy?
THE PRESIDENT: Oh, you will have to ask the State Department about it.
Then I have got one other thing. The other day -- three days
ago -- I had -- Oh -- after two or three weeks of study, we sent a
directive to all departments, establishments, agencies, etcetera, on
the ﬁuestién of personnel facilities which have become available because
of the additions of the 4j4-hour work week.
{reading): The woluntary extension of the work wéem to Al hours

by practically all agencies throughout the departmental and field
services has augsmented the manhours of Federal employment.

"Thia substantial indreass in the work week lias provided
material relief for those agencies that were under-staffed to
meet their increased work =-- work load under the defense pro-
gram, and calls therefore for a re-survey of perscnnel recuire-
ments during the remainder of the fiscal yeer, and the next - 5
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"

I
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h fiscal year. These agencies which were adequately staffed on

t the basis of a 39-hour work and are not confronted with an

o inerense in the work programs are now obviously under-staffed
I in most cases. cven 7]

"It is imperative that this manpower he immediately capital-
ized and effectively channeled into defense work. It means that
the agency heads must survey every operational activity and
determine those employees who may be promptly released for em-
ployment in other agencies. Particularly in Washington, this
action must be expedited in order to help meet the shortage in
personnel and housing and to avoid as far as possible bringing
new employees into the city. To the extent that personnel =--
sxperienced persomnel can thus be obtained, the housing situa-
tion in Washington will be helped, and the demand for office
space decreased."

And this has been going on for several weeks.

"1 have instructed the Director of the Budget, in coopera-
tion with the departments, to review the appropriations for
personnel services, departmental and field, in view of this
new situation, and establish administrative reserves for the
remainder of the fiscal year 1942, in proportion to the ap-
proximate incresse in manhours that are accruiug to the res-
pective agencies.”

. Then, of course, that is merely another step in the same line as the
step the other day for thé—relief of people who are liable to the
Selective Service law. That will take -some people out too.

MR. GODWIN: Perhaps this is interesting -- to us locally. Many clerks com-

plain -- it's not general but they say ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

IR. GODVIN: (continuing) --- thet their extended hours leave them with
nothing to do at certain -- not enough work to do.
THE FRESIDENT: fhat‘s the reason for this. Zxactly.
¢ lir, President, will copies of this ---
Tﬁﬁ PRESIDANT: (after turning to lir. Zarly) 3teve will give you copies,
" I think that's all I have got here.
& lr, Presidemt, is there any estimate on the number of persons who might

thus be diverted from civilian departments to war effort under this =--

a ——
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THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No.’ Of course, it will depend -- it will

depend on what develops out of this. Of course one development is

that you can't eeneralize, #nd it always raises on these surveys,

which of course go on all the time -- Budget -- all the time to the

appropriation committees of the Congress -- and they -- they aim to
out down certain things not connected with defense, but you have to get
Congressional action for it.

Well, let us for exampf; take the case of == oh =-- the bright boys
who say you can curtail all of the Federal expenditures. Well, all
right., When some bright boy who writes that end sobs over it that it
hasn't been done, you ask him a cuestion and say, "ihere?" He says,
"Oh, well ---. That's a detail. That has nothing to do with me. I

am a leader of public ovinion on this thinz. I am not supposed to
know any details."

I had one of those chaps in the other day. You have read a lot
of his stuff, and -- and I said, mrhere?" And he couldn't tell me
where, that was not his business, where to curteil. So I said, "All
rizht, let's take an example -- meat inspection -- nmeat inspection.

It costs the Federal govermment an awiul lot every year for the in-
spection of meat, and to see that it is decent meat for people to eat.”
I said, "Do you want to curtail that? Ferfectly possible in wartime

to eurtail that. Absolutely simple. All you nave to do is to get the

Congress to eliminate or greatly curtail meat iuspection. It's a cinch,

Why not? It's wartime. Who cares whether we eat digeased 'neat in
wartime? Save money! It will save -- what? == a few million dollars.m™

Well now, it's a question -- if the nation wants to stop meat

inspection it has an absolute right to do it through its elected offi-
)
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eials. And I won't curtail, because the Congress has told the Execu-
' tive that meat is to be inspected. And, therefore, having put that

job on the Executive, the Ixecutive sends to the Congress an estimate,

and then the Comgress goes over that estimate and tries to find out

whether there are too many people for the inspection of ueat. And

sometimes they cut it down a bit, and I have known them to raise 1it.
And we get inspected meat. Now they can cut that out any old time they
want. I can't do it, because they have given me a directive to inspect
meat. Well, that's a pretty good example.

You take dozens and dozens ofl bu?eaus here in Washington. Your
z1ib boy says, "Ch, cut ther all cut. Cut them all down." Congress
has an absolute right to cut them out, or cut them down. I have a
directive.

That really is the -- the problem on going -- taking steps -- just
rule of thumb -- Executive steps beyond this question of seeing, &8s we
are trying to do now and have been for some time, whether this increase
in the hours of work is not zoinz to be -~ enable us to carry on meat
inspection and other things, and have some people left over, And it
is going along in an orderly way. e have already impounded of course

an awful lot of money whieh the Budget didn't think was necessary to

expend, while at the same time we were carrying on the obligzations
impcsgd on the Executive by the Congress.

G lr. President, I am not one of the glih boys. what about the three C's
and the N.Y.A.7

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the N.Y.A., just to take an example is turning out,

I think, between 80 and 90 thousand boys wHo are being trained for de-

. fense work, every three months -~ every three months.
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MR. GODWIN: Are they being trained for mechanical work? .
‘ THE PRESIDENT: TFor mechanical work, Yes. #ell, I think that answers your
| ouestion.
MR. GODWIMN: Well, do you know how much ==-
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) There are some boys still in the C.C.C.,
thouzh a very greatly reduced number. They are very nearly all people
who have not reached draft age yet, and some of them are physically
too -- they are not mcceptable to the draft. #4nd others are too young.
Others, by zoing through the C.C.C., will be physically satisfactory
for the Army or the MNavy, when they reach 20 years old. A
& What about rehabilitating the C.C.C. boys then -- boys that are physiecally
unfit? If
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. They have done a lot of that. |
. Q (interposing) Is there any check on that?
THZ PRESIDENT: (continuing) =--- and a very large number, I can't give you
the figure offhand, of the C.C.C. boys have been rehabilitated, and
been made useful for defense work, where they couldn't go to the front.
(0 Some -- months ago iir, lorgenthau suggested a cut in the ferm section T s
Now prices are up. How about that?

-—

THR PRESIDENT: Congsress hes an absolute right to cut them any time they want.

JR. GODWIN: well, lLir. President, the #merican -=- the sAmerican Forestry As=-
sociation viewing the C.C.C. and the N.Y.A. ——=

THX PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

IR. GODSIN: (eontinuing) --- and the trends, complains in a public state-

ment that whatever is going on is increasing the fire hazard ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) It is. - : 4
. MR, GODWIN: (continuingz) =-- in the forests. Do you know anything about
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that, sir?
. Ti:E PRECIDENT: Yes, that is perfectly true. In cutting down on the C.C.C.
-- mind you it might be slow but we call it a voluntary cut because
the boys are not applying -- we are decreasing the number of fire-
fighting ---
liR., GODWIN: (interjecting) Yes.
THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- units in this country, not only in the
large forests themselves but on the lands that have trees on them,
public lands and private lands too. And the fire hazard is therefore
- greater. But actually that is a moot guestiorn as to how many people
we should employ in keeping the fires out of the forests. It is a
gquestion which is being -- being taken care of by ;tself almost. We
are only taking volunteers and those who are taken are, in general, not
. peonle who could serve in the Army.
IR, GODNIN: TVoluntarily in C.C.C.7
THE PRESIDENT: In C.C.C. MNobody is compelled to go into the C.C.C. Ilt's
an application. |
YR. GODWIN: (interjecting) No.
THE P.-'-;E:EJ.D.E:!‘E': (continuinz) They are not people who would be taken into
the #rmy, and mcst of them are not people who have any skill on machines,

kir. Presicent, aren't 10% of the C.C.C. enrollees still war veterans?

&

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I can't tell you the percentage but we sitill have cuite
a number of camps =--

LR, CODYIN: (interjecting) 10%?

I 1

THE PRESIDET: (continuing) --- and I think-probably I would sugeest you

might zo up and see with your own eyes any veterans' camp. Telk to the

. men. Talk to them while they are there, and your story would be very

A

e

—
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different {rom what you wauid write if you hadn't been there. I think
it is & very nice and humane -- right thing to do.

2 Mr. President ---

o, [intsrpcsing} Mr. President, are you rplamning to make some sort of a
radio address Sunday?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, whatever the time is. londay, not Sunday.

¢ The announcement in Ottawa, sir ---

VR. EARLY: (interposinz) (to the Presicent) Thet's the recording, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: That's the recording. It's already been done, only don't
say thet, because it will take the bloom off =---

Q@ (interposing) Is it for this coming Sundey, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

@ Is it for this coming Sunday, sir?

MR. ZARLY: (interposing) (to the President) Yes, lr. President, it is
Sunday evening. 7Yes, sir.

THY PRESIDENT: I zuess you had better not mention it at all because I don't
want to take the bloom off for the Canadians.

@ lir. President, it has already been announced that you are participating
in some sort of n&tir:;nal broadeast .

THE PRESIDENT: Thot's a good way of putting it. I am -- I a participating.

lR. GODWIN: Mr. President, have you a job -- make it another way -- do you
‘now anything about Admiral Hart's future? Have you a job for him == |
a duty for him?

THE PRESIDENT: .Well, of course he has been not well at all. le is on his
-= he 15- going to come home. .

IR, GODWIN: Well, I ask you thet, sir, very frankly.

THE PRESIDENT: He is going to come home as commander-in-chief of the Asiatic

é
!
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Fleet.

MR. CODJIIN: Lots of iis friends seem to think that he has had an unfortunate
deal, And I put it that way, because it is quite news in Washington
in Navy matters.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I'd say that was typical. i

¥R. GODWIN: All right. He is coming home as commander-in-chief?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

R, GODNIIN: Ye is coming home as commanier-in-chief of the asiatic Fleet?

THE PRESIDENT: Of the asiatic Fleet, Yes.

G Hasn't that been suppressed, the "Asiatic Fleet"?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Hasn't that term been suppressed?

THE PRESIDENT: XNo.

9 Is it not now called the "United States naval forces in the Southwest
Pacifie"?

TH: PRESIDENT: That's only for the joint operations,

£ 0Oh, I see.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

& But the Asiatic Fleet term still exists?

THE PRESIDENT: C. and C. -- Aslatic.

Q Iir. President -—-

g (interposinz) Can you tell us something of the rrogras to cooperate with
Brazil, to get rubber and other vitally needed strategic materials? I
believe you =--=-

TiE PRESIDINT: (interposing) e are doing all we can to get the rubber out.

I think 1 mentionéd a few weeks ago the total rubber supply that they

could get out of Brazil would be & minimum that everybody knows about --

3
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ﬁccassihla rubber -- about 15 thousand tons now. Anything over that
has got to come out of the wild forests. It is a question of getting
people in, and getting the stuff out. WNow how much that will run in
excess of 15 thousand tons, I don't suppose anybody in ‘the world can
guess. The estimates run from -- what? -—- 30 thousand tons up to 60
to 70 thousand tons, and it's pure guess. It is a question of getting
human beinss to zo into these jungles and tap the rubber trees, and get

them out, and then get the rubber itself ---

¢ (interposing) Isn't there also ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuinz) --- down the river.

Q@ TIsn't thefa also a health problem there?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

¢ The average life of a rubber cutter ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

@ (continuing) --- in Brazil used to be three years.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. <he natives don't like to go in there. They.realize
that it is pretty risky stuff, but we are getting out all we possibly
can, and of coursé that part will be financed =--=-

¥R, GODWIN: (interposinz) (loudly) Thdank you, Mr. President. (laughter)

THE PRESIDZNT: Don't you like rubber? (more laughter)

IIR. EARLY: (to the President) 3Sir Percival (Philip) Gibbs is here, and
wants to say Hello.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Yes. (who then spoke with the President)

Sure 3

(Notebook VII-PC -- Page 83 == JR)
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THE PRESIDENT: Aha! I have got all kinds of things ;- and nothing..

g For us?

VOICE: (as Mr. Godwin sits down) Easy does it.

MR. GODWIN: Good morning, Chief. i i

THE PRESIDENT: ' When does our turn came to register, Earl?

MR. GODWIN: You know ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Pretty soon, isn't it?

MR. GODWIN: I didn't look that far forward.

THE PRESIDENT: What?

MR. GODWIN: I didn't look that far forward.

THE PRESIDENT: Some day we will have to, Yes.

MR. GODWIN: The day I got a conmmission in the last War the German retreat
started for good.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

MR. GODWIN: I think ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Did it? Good. It's all right.

@ Tell Bill Donovan.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Earl (Godwin) and I were talking about the day we would
be old emough to register in the Draft. It would be a great sensation.
What percentaze of the White House Correspondents' Assoclation had to
register? I sew the percentage at Congress.

MR. CODWIN: Quite a good set.

@ They even got (George) Durno, Mr. President.

¥R. EZARLY: Three or four hands are going up. Their h&nﬂ§ are going up.

o
1
1
|
|
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, I hope you will have @od luck and be called soon.
(1aughter) I have so many things I haven't got any particular thing
I think I can start in on. Have you got any ideas, Earl? .

MR, GODWIN: No, sir. ¥

Q Mr. Président, did you know about the bill that the Attorney General re-
commended to the Congress yesterday, on disclosing contents of any con-
fidential or secret documents =- no definition of "confidential," or
"gecret"? -

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't.

¢ Didn't have anything to do with this Gﬁicagc Tribune disclosure, did 1t?

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't know there was one == that he put in one. Oh, I
¥new about the Chicago Tribune one, but I didn't know the Attorney
General ---

Q@ (interposing) Apparently thet arfectedtyhe case? I mean if you remember
the story =---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

¢ (continuing) --- it doesn't seem to be limited to military information?

@ No.

Q Any confidential documents, anything they declare confidential, they can't
get to it. .

THE PRESIDENT: I give it up. I couldn't define these days what is military
and what is. not. Ilaybe lawmakers can.

¢ Mr. President ---

o (interposing) Mr. President, there are persistent reports that Secretary
Inox's report on Pearl Harbor did not tell all. Can you comment on
that, sir? "

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know what =---
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& (interposing) That it was worse than the report indicated?

THE PRESIDENT: What report?

Q Secretary ¥nox's statement on our losses at Pearl Harbor.

THE PRESIDENT: When did that come out?

Q 7hen he ceme back from the Islands?

THE

PRESIDENT: What do you want him to do, disclose all the military in-

formation they saw out there?

Q@ No, sir. Reports that are going round have been printed that the losses

were greater than he ha& -- than he indicated.

THE PRESIDENT: well, I don't know what epithet you can use for the kind of

MR.

MR.

MR.

report that you are referring to -- I don't mean Secretary Xnox's re-
port -- the kind you are referring to. (spelling out): R-0-T is the
best word for it. Andthué are an awful lot of reports going around town.

W. H. LAWRENCZ: '/hat dces R-0-T mean?

PRESIDENT: -Whﬂt?

W. H. LAYRENCE: What does R=-0-T mean?
(loud and prolonged laughter, during which the President laughed and
clapped his hends together in delight)

EARLY: (to the President) Did you EEB:thE (washington Evening) Star
cartoon today? Look at it.

W. H, LAVRENCE: I give up. (more laughter)

EARLY: (to the President) Look at the Star cartoon today, lir. President.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know who it wes asked that question. I wish he would

lock at the Star cartoon (by Clifford . Berryman) this evening. It

" will be a very good thing if it is circulated around this country.

The millstone that Uncle Sam is holding, carries out the thought

in Mr. Winston Churchill's speech, that, "Whoever is guilty of bringing

P
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a crime ~- of bringing about, the crime of disunity, of him let it be
said that it were better that a millstone were hung about his neck and
that he were cast into the sea."’

And over in the cormer of the room is a poor little fellow called
John Q. Publiec, and there is a =-- another figure, what might be called
a type -- people that you see more frequently in Washington than in any
othé} community in the country.

And he is saying, "The British want to fight to the last American."

"ihy help the Russians? They will turm on us later."

"e ought to pull out of the Far East., We can't win here -- can't
w}n there."

Well, I think the cartoon is a pretty good one, and it 1s especially
applicable to Washington, D. C. =- people that you see and_haar around
here. It is the worst rumor factory, and therefore the so#rce of more
lies that are spoken and printed throughout the United States than any
other community. NNow let that sink home about whshingﬁnn. Apnd you can
prove it very easily.

¢ (iuterposing) Mr. President ---

THE PRISILENT: (continuing) I can prove it. You can prove it.

Q These reports are coming from the West Coast, and as to the gossip recently---

THEZ PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes, yes.

Q (continuing) --- they seem to be rife out there.

THE PRESIDENT: ‘Well, prubably, they started here and were relayed to the
West ﬁoaat so that you would get the proper date line.

Q Lr., President, would you care to comment, in thet connection, on the argu-
ments that are made against loans to Russia, on the theory that it is

dangerous to make loans to them =- they will become too powerful after
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the war?

THE PRESIDENT: I think so. I think that arpgument is about on a par with
other argumant; that are set up by the Cliveden set of washington.

Q@ (interposing) Would you care to specify =----

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) You have read something about that too.

VR. GODWIN: Would you care to disclose who the Cliveden set ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) You kmow the names.

MR. CODWIN: 7Yes. Would you care to get any closer to it than ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No. I am awfully polite.

@ lir. President, could you tell us something about the new loan to Russia
which is now apparently in process of being made?

THE PRESIDENT: I think one of the things is =-- is that on the origzinal loan
we are getting down to the point where most of it will have been obli-
zated. That means not pald out of the Treasury, or anything like that.
But it has been oblizated, so that when the stuff 1is made it will be
paid out, and that in order to keep the stuff going and the flow con-
tinuing without interruption, we will scon have to have more Lend-Lease
authorizations so that that flow can continue.

Q@ There were reports, sir, apparently from pretty good sources here that
deliveries going to Russia wﬁfe running cbnsidar&bly below the commit-
ments we made to the Harriman mission in lioscow. Is this connected in
any respect to those reports?

THE PRESIDENT: The two things sre totally dirfersat. The stuff that comes
out of this loan has nearly all of it just begun to go, althouzh in the
last couple of months now, in actual deliveries, there was a promise --
entirely different thing -- of things which had already been completed,

you see, and that we would get -- this vas last =- Oh, what? -- September

e,
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was it? -- about there -- October =-- that we would send -- so many tons

is the easiest way of putting it -- put it in individual articles like'

planes -- so much a month, And we were up to the promise of shipment
on the 7th of December., And then we slowed up in December, and in
January, and fell behind the schedule of shipments. And by the first
of March we will have caught up asain in those two weeks.

Q Did you discuss this matter, sir, with the Soviet Ambassador and General
Repin?

THE PRESIDENT: . No.

Q@ By the time the Nazis could launch an offensive iﬁ Fussia in the spring,
Mr, President, will our shipments be up sufficiently so the Russians
will have all the materiel we promised them?

THE PRESIDENT: Cur promise on shipments will be up to date on the first of
March, less than two weeks from now. i

Q@ (interposing) Mr. President --- J y

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And then from then on, of course, it will be --
quite a lot of the stuff which had been obligated under the firat Lend-

Lease money will be coming along, so they will be getting it right alongz.

€ Could you tell us, sir, the amount of the new loan p--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I don't know. |

@ (econtinuing) --- in contemplation?

THE PRESIDENT: That I don't know.

Q@ UMr. President, would you care to comment on the strategic value of the
loan to us == the strategic value to ué of the loan to Russia?

THE PRESIDENT: Put it in terms of dead Germans and smashed tanks. Isn't

that a pretty good strategic sentence?

Q@ It's okay with me,
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@ May we quote that directly, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: No! (laughter)

€ Mr. President, there seems to be considerable concern in the country over
the possibility of an attack this year on Alaska, Can you give us any
reassurance as to the --=-

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Of course I couldn't give you any assurance
on exactly -- on what is going to happen this summer. But a thing like
that is perfectly possible =-- perfectly possible from the point of view
of enemy operations.

Q@ I was about to agk =--

THE FRESIDENT: {intarpnsiﬁé} What?

Q@ (continuing) --- whether in your opinion the air force as it stands, &nal
the Navy as it stands in the Pacific, are sufficient to deal with any-
thing?

THE PRESIDENT: INo. Certainly not. They can come in and shell New York
tomorrow night, under certain conditions.

Q@ (interposing) Mr. President --- —

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) They can probably, so far as that goes, drop
bombs on Detroit tomorrow night, under certain conditions.

Q& Mr. President, would you care to comment on the agitation to have General
(Douglas) MacArthur ordered out of the Philippines and given over-all
command?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I don't think so. I think that is just‘ona of "them"
things that people talk about without very much knowledge of the situa-
tion. A very polite statement. =

Q Mr. President, have you a particularly personal interest in the plans for

Willow Run, the new model city -- garden city -- which is to go up =--

PP s N RPN
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THE PRESIDENT: {1nt$rpnsing] Didn't I talk about that the other day?

Q@ You said (Mr. Frederic) Delano was going there.

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard anything since., I don't know if he has
gone or not.

Q@ Tomorrow, I believe.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. I don't think ---

Q& (interposing) l}r. President, could you tell us anything, sir, about your
conference with the British Ambassador today?

THE FRESIDENT: Oh No. ¥We had a very pleasant lunch -- a gzood lunch., It
has to be a good one.

Q@ He didn't look as happy ordinarily, lir. President, as a man who ate a good
lunch. (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, he had an awfully good iunch.

@ Can you tell us anything about plans for the Alaskan highway -- the pro-
posed Alaskan highway?

THE PRZSIDENT: No. The War Department is -- I think it has just about com=-
pleted working on plans. There are various routes that have been sug-
gested, and if there is gzoing to be anything accomplished that would
be useful by January, 1943, something would have to be done in the next
couple of weeks so as to get the advantage of good weather -- the whole
summer -- get the materials up there.

Q& Do you think it importent to get something started before then?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is important to get better communications to Alaska.

¢ Through Ontario?

THE PRESIDENT: ‘/ell, you would have to have a map before I could talk to you.

It wouldn't be intelligent -- in other words, there are various things

that have been suggested. It has been suggested that for the immediate
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| —  npeeds of this war it would be mors practical to build a -- a light, '
one-track railway -- easier to keep it -c_}pan in ‘the winter. dell, that
is one of the things they talked about. Another sug,gegtion is that
itlwnuld be more practical to send things up on the inland passage =--
to the end of _tha inlend passage and th;n a highway from there on. And
others have said it would be easier to do the whole thing by transport
planes, instead of building a Ihighway. I am speaking in terms of mili-
tary needs of this year, and possibly of the beginning of next year.
5 Well, I don't -- I could not prognosticate what they will do, if any-
thing.
& lr. President, got any deciaioﬁ on Admiral Kimmel and Genersl Short?
THE PRESIDENT: No. DNot yet.
kR, J. HENRY: Thank you, Pr. President.
‘ & Thank you, Mr. Fresident.
THE PRESIDENT: All right.
MR. GODWIN: I might have had a story.
THE PRESIDENT: 'hat?

MR. GODYIN: I might have had a story there. (laughter)

1 (Notebook VII=PC == P,102 == JR)
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February 24, 1942 == 4.10 p.m., E.W.T.
(as John Henry, newly elaptﬁd president of the White House
Correspondents' Association, walked up to the President's
desk, the President shook hands with him to congratuiata1him}

¥R, J. HENRY: Thank you, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: That's all right.

MR, J. HENRY: If you went a good campaign menager, lir. President, let me
recommend George Durno. (laughter)

THZ PRESIDENT: That trick of the wrist with the gavel -- (demonstrating) --
you had better practice.

MR, J. HENHY: I would be glad to do that.

THE PRESIDENT: (spreading out a newspaper map from the london Daily Zx-

press) Now that's a newspaper map that is one. I thought you would

like to take it out afterwards and feel it. It's auite heavy paper.

It's the kind of thing that could be distributed in an edition by the

richer papers -- the syndicates or something. It's a peach. And it

has got most of -- I am sOrry to say most of the maps that I saw yester=

day snd the day before in the daily papers did not have most of the

islands that I was talking about on them at all.

q We have a new setup in the press room in the National Geographic ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes. It's awfully herd %o print a sood map
as part of & pap;r. It ought to be separﬁta.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDEIT: I was just showing the front row -- this is not for publice=-

—_tion, it is between us -- it's off the record -- I am taliing about
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our -- our profession at this time. This 18 a British newspaper map,
and I will get Bill (Hassett) to take it out to the press room. It

happens to be the (London) Deily Zxpress map. You can -- technically |

it is pretty good. The quality of the paper is fairly stiff -- the
kind of ﬁ map that is extraordinarily accurate.

Last night a lot of people were looking at maps, I am sorry to
say, that -- for example, on the islands between Pearl Harbor and the
Philippines -- the maps -- & great many of the maps I saw did not have
the islands on them at all. You might work this up, if some of your
offices are interested. I think it would be en awfully good thing to

zet out something like that, because it -- 1t is a permanent thing --

ki

in good shape -- and would be a very nice Sunday present for the richer
papers., (laughter) So, Bill, take it out and show it to them, because
it iz quite interesting. I

Q Mr, President, in your speech last night you emphasized the difficulty of
getting ships to the Bataan peninsula. Correspondents who-are subject
to military censorship there have been sending storiss recently indicat-
ing -- nuoting officers and men, saying how badly they want planes., And
today there is & story by Clark Lee of the Associnted Fress, saying they
are taking up a fund to buy one bomber. Could you makgﬁany comment
on that?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, if you will tell me how to get a bomber in there, they
can have a bomber.

' Couldn't it be flown in, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: And land on what?

Q@ +Well, maybe a bomber could lanéd on the'ée&, couldn't it?

THE PRESIDENT: On the sea? How long would it remaim intact? What kind of
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a bomber landing on the sea? One of the B-17's? I'm afraid they
wouldn't float.

@ Mr, President, some of us have made the interpretation that since these
stories are subject to military censorship, that this indicates that
perhaps MacArthur is a little at odds with the high command here as to
the possibility of reinforeing him., Lo you think that is a correct
inthrpret ation?

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't do any =- well, I wr::ul_dn"t- == I am trying to take
a leaf out of my own notebook. I think it would be well for others to
do it. I -- not knowing enough about it -- I try not to speculate
myself.

MR, J. WRIGHT: Mr. President, would you be diéposad to say anything about
General Chiang Rai—shek'a staterent in India, with reference to Sritain,

‘L and so forth?

TH: DRESIDENT: I don't think so, Jim. I saw a statement out of .ondon on it.

‘R. J. WRICHT: That might mean that maybe they were willing to have some-
thing said about 111; now?

THE PRESIDENT: 7ell, we can all have our opinions. Sometimes == sometimes

it is better not to burst forth with them. That applies to public offi-

cials, and ~american newspapers, in relation to the affairs of other
peoples and other nations.

MR, J. WRIGHT: One more question then, lir. President. In your -- 1@1 your
speech last night there seemed to be a paragrap‘z; that related to that
gituation == or similar situation. Is that what you intendéd?

THE PRESIDENT: How do\you mean, Jim?

MR. J. WRIGHT: You spoke about the self-government of peoples, etcetera,

* there in one paragraph?
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o> THE PRESIDENT: Well =--
i
g KR, J. VRIGHT: (continuing) --- I wondered if you had this in mind?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- I had -- I don't know, I would hate to count
them up =- just dozens of situstions in mind. So did Churchill when
the Atlantic Charter was drawn up.

IR, J. "RIGHT: (interjecting) Thanx you.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) In other words -- this is off the recufd -
don't you think we might win the war before we start determining all the
details of gzeography, and of f'orms of government, and boundaries, and
things like that? Wouldn't it be just as well to win the war first, as
long as you have principle;?

& ¥r. President, would you comment, sir, on the shelling of the California
coest by & submarine last night?

. THE PREZSITENT: I suppose the best comment is to repeat what somebody said

earlier this morning, just after I got waked up, and that was that it
vas an excellent example of political warfere. I think it was too.

4 (interposing) NMr. President --- 2

THE PRESIDENT: (econtinuing) Only I think it might -- it might react in
the -- in the opposite direction from what it was intended.

§ Mr. President, have you any information from the Iavy as to what happened

to the sub?

THE FRESIDENT: To what?

& As to what =---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Oh MNo.

Q (econtinuing) --- happened to the sub?

THE PRESIDENT: No. At the present time it is probably under water. (laughter)

L- 8 How far?




< Voluntarily?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Voluntarily?

THE PRESIDENT: So far as I know, voluntarily. (laughter)

I got a long thing here today to give you. If you have got any
other questions first, go ahead and shoot them, Then I have a whole
story for you.

.& I have one, sir. In your radio talk last night you mentioned at one point
Americans who in and out of govermment since Pearl Harbor have been
whispering all these rumors about the Fleet, and the planes, end casual-
ties, etcetera.

THZ PRUSIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

q [cnntinuing] Did you have anyone specificaily in mind when you said that?

THE PRESIDENT: Quite a number of people.

4 Would you care to =--=

THZ PRESIDENT: (interposing) No.

@ (conmtimuinz) --- mention any names?

THE PRESIDENT: I think you know just sbout as well as I do.

G Mr, President, there is a report published in a lid-West paper that
Secretary Hull was going to resign?

THE PRESIDENT: I saw that report, because it was sent over to me, and it has
already been comented on by the State Derartment, ---

Q (interposing) But with ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) =--- so I think ---

@ (interposing) --- due deference to you, sir ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

Q@ With due deference to you, dr, thaet is why I asked the question of you.
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lie., PFurthermore, that the whole story was a flat lie.

Now this has got to be off the record, because it is just between
us, There is one of the things that I was talking about last night .
This has to be off the record -- the Miami-Herald and the Uetroit Free
Press ran'a story this morning to this general effect: that indignant
British and Russian officials in Washington have made known their feel=-
ings regarding the situation in the Caribbean, which is swarming with
Nazi submarines based on French islands.

Now, in the first place, I raise the question, just-amnns us, as
to whether that is not, ab initio, a lie. I don't believe that indig-
nant British and Russian officials in Washington madelthsir feelings
lmown. I don't believe it for a minute. I think that's pure invention
on the part of the younz zentleman who wrote the story, and many of you
do too, DNo responsible British and Russian officials have said enything
of the kind in Washington.

2 will make an even money bet with the fellow who wrote the story.
I will make an even money bet today that no responsible Russian or
British official said so, because any responsible British or Russian
official would not deliberately say something that he knew was not true.
That comes right back to the fellow who wrote the story.

Number two -- based on French islands, +#s far as anybody 1p the
Navy or State Departments, or I -- Consular services, or anything like
that are concerned, that is not true. We have had absolutely no in-

formation. Then he goes on and says, "the presence of these submarines

in the vicinity vas known February 2, snd a high British officer who

had been there made a report on the Vichy French there," and he goes

Well, I think the State Department characterized it as a flat
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on, "told the State Department about the submarines.”

Well, our -- well, the State Department swears that nahnﬁy diad
such a thing, and I don't believe that any high British officer did it,
because as I think the -- the Under Secretary of State mentioned this
morningz, we have had an cobserver in Hﬁrtiniqua for over a year and a half,
and we have had awfully good information about everything that has hap-
pened down there. Kind of a little bit of a place, as you know. It
would be mighty hard to hide any -- any German submarine base in those
ialands, without everybody knowing it inside of -- inside of 24 hours.

And then it goes on and talks about the Secretary being at Coral
Gables, and of course he is. This is all off the record entirely --
the Secretary has been really very, very ill, much more so than you
fellows have printed in the papers. #nd I am very grateful that jou
haven't printed the fact that he was very ill. Ve think he is going
to get all right in the course of the next two or three weeks. But he
does have to have absolute, complete rest. Thefa is no thought about
his being ousted froam the Cabinet, or resigning, or anything else.

Well, the rest zoes on about the so-called appeasement -poliey.
But the point of it is this: tﬁut that is an awfully good example of just
what i was talking asbout last night. It is incorrect information that
starts people whispering and talking on lines which are based on falsity.
Now there you are. lNow there is the example -- probably came out in
those papers within -- simultaneously with my talk last night. 4nd that
is the thingz we have to guard azsinst.
LAY GRAIJ:' ir. President, I have a very small questlnn. (laughter)
Ivery spring a great many hich school seniors come here for a spring trip.

They are 'riting in now to us asking whether they should or should not
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come to the erowded city here. Do you have any thought on that?

THE-PRESIDENT: I don't think so, for publication, May. It's awfully hard.

MISS MAY CRAIG: I know.

THE PRESIDENT: I would say if they can come here and have a good time, and
go away without using up too much gas, and without "discombobolating"
Washington, it would be all right.

VISS KAY CRAIG: Most of them make their reservations the year before, but
the hotels now would like them to give them up because they are crowded.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't know whether they "discombobolate" or not. It
is a thing for them and the hotels to work out.

¢ lir. President, there has been same confusion about who is going to handle
alien property. Can you straighten that out?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Still studying it. There won't be anything on it for a
while.

¢ Mr. President, in connection with these stories about Secretary Hull,
thepe have been some storiegs printed about changes in the Cabinet, some
of which are not destructive or merely eritical., Could you say if you
have any plans whatever ---

THE PRESIDENT: [interpqéﬁng] Absolutely none.

¢ DNone?

THE PRESIDENT: Are you ready for this Order?

@ (interposing) Can you tell us, sir, whether there is anything new on the
manpower mobilization board?

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing yet.

@ Soon, sir?

THE PRESIDEINT: I hope so.

' well, here is this -- two Zxecutive Orders. #nd this is cuite




important .

As you know, we started in with certain kinds of lousing, qpi%a
a long -- a good many years ago =-- s8ix or seven years ago. #nd in a
sense it grew-up like Topsy, for the very good reason that when each
new organizetion was started there seemed reason at the time for maling
it a separate organization by itself. +#nd the result has been, over a
period of years, that it has become pretty evident that we ought to have
some kind of a simplification, based on the general thought that housing
of human beings is a subject that is separate in itself, even though it
affects all kinds of -- different xinds of people. The housing has to
be of all kinds of different characters, and it affects a good many
different departments that housing in the country has become such. And
there has been so much recognition of the fact that it was a permanent
problem, not slum clearance, but to take care of changes to improve
conditions to keep people from losing their ovn homes.

That was one of the earliest things -- Home Owners' Loan Corpora-
tinﬁ1 to encourage building, Federal Housing Administration, etecetera --
that after a lonz study we at last got it down to the point of having a
consolidation of all hcusing;

And the first Zxecutive Order sets up this new organization, to
be called the National Housing Agency. And I am putting in charge a
young man wﬁg has been in the Government, and has shown amazing executive
ability: Jack Blandford -- John Blandford, Jr., the Assistant “irector
of the Budget.

This new organization will be able -- you can get an idea of the
tHing -- (holding up chart) -- there is the old -- I have got copies of

these outside == there is the old organization, you see how complicated

.'--' 2
",
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it is. And this is the new organization -- (holding up chart) -- you
see how much simpler it is. Bill will have copies of those for you.

The == I suppose I had better go through it in this way. This
is a consolidation for swifter and more efficient prosecution of the
present war, consolidating the various housing agencies in one National
Housing Agency, with the single Administrator having the full power to
carry out the responsibility. This plan of consolidation resulted from
unusually wideapra&d.&greamant among Govermument officials and all.kinds-
of students of housing in the practical, private field who are actively
engaged in day by day administration of housing activities, in and out
of the Govermment.

Heretofore, there have been 16 different agencies which have either
built housing with publie funds or sought to encourage private enter-
prise to build housing with private funds throusgh the extension of Govern-
ment eredit or muarantees. The result has been without any ocuesticn a
lot of duplication, conflict, disputes and overlapping among these
public agencies themselves, and alsc between them and private building
arencies,

The plan of reorganization streamlines most of these azencies, and
the leasing -- the housing functions of al% of them into one ageney with
a single Administrator. In this Agency, and under him there will be con-
solidated var and other.housing activities that have heretofore been
carried on by federal Housing Administration; Federal Home Loan Bank
Board =-- you will get all this afterwards -- federal Home Loan Bank
Systen: Federal davings and Loan Insurance Corporation: Home Owners!

Loan Corporation; U. 5. Housing Corporation; U. 5. Housing Authority;

LDefense Homes Corporation; Non-furm Public Housing, Farm Security Ad-




R

#807 == 11 164

ministration; Federal Works Agency; Public Builders -- Fublic Buildings
Administration; Division of Defense Hbﬁsing and lutual Cvmership De-
fense housing Division in the Federal Works Agency; and that part of
the War and Nevy functioning thet is not on military or naval reserva-
tions. Then also the defense housing of the Farm Security Administra-
tion, and the Division of Defense Housing Coordination.

How part of these agencies that are transferred to this National
Housing Agency by this Order are now in Federal Works fgency, and the
rest are now in the Federal Loan Agency. #de are taking them out of
those Agencies -- I would say of Federal Works and Federal Loan -- and
we are abolishing the Federal Loan Administration altogether. 5o we
are not -- we are creating a new agency, but we are abolishing the old
one. So you have the same one as you had before.

Those thinzs in -- in the Federal Loan Agency which are not hous-
ing are being transferred to lir. Jesse Jones as Secretary of Commerce.
He has been handling them in the past in his position as Federal Loan
Administrator. Well, that title is being taken away from him, but we
are turning over tc him as Secretary of Commerce all the things like
the -- the R.F.C., etcetera, and lots of others -- a whole group of them
that have hitherto been Federal Loan Agency.

Q@ Is the R.,F.C. as such abolished?

TEE PRESIDEIMT:- What? Oh No. Oh No. Nothing -- how could you =- you couldn't
abolish the R.F.C! (laughter) It's put under.(Jesse) Jones as Secretary
of Commerce, instead of (Jesse) Jones ag ===

Q@ (interposing) Will it still retain ---

THE PREGIDEIT: (continuing) --- Federal/Loan administrator, that's all.

Q@ (continuing) MNr. President, is thebe a Federal Loan Agency left?

‘\\

!
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: No, I said thet is abolished. That has gone.

Q@ But the individual components of that Agency still remain?

THE PRESIDENT: Of the R.F.C.? O©Oh, sure. Because they are doing the bulk

of the loaning we do.

The third constituent -- wait a minute now, I am getting ahead of

my copy ~-- it means that the recent Order for the conversion -- for the

transfer of Government workers to the war effort is going to be attained

also in housing, because on this reorganization there will be quiﬁa a

lot of people who will be let out, or rather who would be let out, if it

were not for this transfer Order of the other day. They will be trans-

ferred to other agencies of the Government, probably defense agencies

of the Covermment.

@ #About how many, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Thet is a thing that we can't give you the figures on. But

quite a lot.

All Government employees doing work relating to war housing will be

under one pool, under one supervision., The new agency Tor administrat-

ive convenience will have under it only three principal constituent

units.

That in itself is a great streamlining of the FPublie Housing

Authority, which will be an amalgamation of all the various agencies and

personnel engaged in constructing housing with public money. That is

the distinetive feature of that.

(Leon) Keyserling will be the Acting Administrator of that Division.

The second Division will be the Federal Housing Administration, and will

continue to be known as such. In other words, the guaranteelng or in-

surinz of mortzazes placed by banks and lending Institutions on homes.

And 1. (Abner) Ferguson will continue as Commissioner of that, only we
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are going to call him Commissioner instead of administrator, because

Administrator is the name of the top person in charge of the whole works.

-hl (F SRS

The third will be the Federal Home Loan Bank Administration, and

will include all the functions of the Home Loan Bank System. John Fahey

will remain as Commissioner of that.

All of these three units will be under the supervision and adminis-
trative control of the MNational Housing Administrator. He will also
thus be able to save a lot of overhead in consolidating all of the func-
tions now scattered all over the place relating to research in housing
construction, materials, methods, etcetera, and general urban develop=-
ment planning relating to housing and similar facilities.

The Order 7ill not cause one day's delay. Actually it ocught to
begin within a very few days to speed up the production of war housing.

. ' ¢ Lr. President, will lir. Keyserling be called Commissioner?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q Will xr..Hayserling's title be changed to Commissioner?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes,

W #hat will happen ---

& (interposing) What will heppen to Mr. (Charles F.) Paluer, the (Defense
lousing) Coordinator?

THE PRESIDENT: I am coming to that in a minute. (lauszhter) At the same -=
that's all in one Executive Order. Then there is another ixecutive
Order by which we transfer the functions of the present Federal Loan
Agency to the Department of Commerce, and abolish the Federal Loan Agency.
Those functions that are transferred to the ﬁepartment of Commerce are
the Reconstruection Finance Corporation; Zlectric Home and Farm Aythority

l' == this is all down == R.F.C. liortzage Company; Federal National Licrtgage

g
L]
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. Association; Disaster Loan Corporation; Lxport-Import Ban< of Washing-
ton; Defense Plant Corporation; Eubbef Heserve Company; Metals Heserve
Company; Defense Supplies Gurpcrﬂtion, and War Insurance Corporation.

And they all go out from under Mr. Jones, and under the control of
¥r. Jones. (laughter)

Q Mr. President, can you say why they go to Commerce? Is it because of the
personality involved? Why not ---

THE PRESIDENT: (iaterposing) No.

¢ (continuing) --- send them to Treasury?

THE PRESIDENT: No. It's because essentiaslly I would like to see the Depart=-

ment of Commerce built up with things that don't -- ought not to bé ' i

under the Treasury; and yet I suppose the easiest answer is that the

Commerce seems to be the best place to put them. ,
l And then I have written a letter to Mr. Palmer, asking him in be-

half of the new lNational Housing Agency -- with one or two assistants 3

-- to proceed to Zngland as my representative, and representative of the

National Housing Agency, to study and report on the work over there at

the aﬁd of two years and a half of actual war, because as each month

of war over there has gone on, they have modified and developed their

various methods of dealing with housing.

I think that-covers it all right. I am glad to get ---
& (interposing) (loudly) Thank you, lr. President. <
Q@ Thank you, Mr, President. (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: That's véry good.

A (Notebook VII-PC -- Page 115 - JR)
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~CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #808

Executive Office of the President

February 27, 1?1!*2 -= 10.50 A.,M., E.¥.T.

THE PRESIDENT: (to Mr. J. Henry, new president of the iWhite House Corres-
pa.ndanta' Association) How is it migﬁing on your shoulders?

MR, J. HENRY: Taking it all very lightly.

THE PRESIDENT: Don't you think he looks older?

@ I-don't know.

THE PRESIDENT: What?

W Getting a little gray.

4 He's bearing up -- a little shiny.

MR, J. HENRY: I certainly look much h;alder.

@& That's because of his "corcnation."

THE PRESIDENT: Is that 1t?

< That's because of his "coronation."

THZ PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. Yes, yes. When are we zoinz to have the induction?

MR. J. HENRY: We would be glad to have you came, if you could attend?

THE PRESIDENT: We ought to hafe one.

MR, J. HENRY: We will have to wait until Steve (Early) .gats back.

THE PRESIDENT: Has your Association got a gavel of its own? It has, hasn't
it7? | | .

MR, J. HENRY: I don't know.

& No.

& No, it has not.

THZ PRESIDINT: 1 have got about 20 or 30 gavels at Hyde Park. I think I
will have to give you & gavel -~ with an inscription. (laughter)

MR. J. HENRY: TFine. Fine,
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MR. DONALDSON: All in.
THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have anything. You got last night the

Executive Order, putting the defensive harbors on all three coasts

under the llavy, which is just another means of unifying things. And

probably the Navy will use that part of the Navy which is most familiar

i
.|

with port conditions -- I would say the Coast Guerd as the nucleus to
build up that prntaction ——

@ (interposing) MNr. President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- the Coast Guard command.

¢ (continuing) --- will that include mine-laying?

THE PRESIDENT: That I don't know.

r Will it include land guns -- coast -- for harbor defense?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh No. Oh No.

Y Just naval?

THX PRECIDENT: Docks, and things like that.

Q& Mr. Fresident, iE;}s designed rather against internal szbotage than ex-~
ternal attack, is it not?

THZ PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

4 Mr. President, is there any reason why the memorandum from the joint C.I.0.-

4.F.L. committee should not be made publie?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, there were several memoranda. I don't think there 1s
any cne that you can get your teeth into though. It 1s part of a dis-
cussion staze, as I said the other day, in regard to the cost of livinz.
And I think, as I also said the other day, the -- in viewing the cost
of 1living, whether -- whother one should, or even whether one shouldn't
take into consideration a whole la{ of elements such as the regional

' element or the local element.
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.0h, I read 1; the paper that the cost of living in Washington,
D. C., was higher than any other place in the country. I d&n't know. .
Should that be taken into consideration, or should we view the thing
from the average of the =- of the whole of the nation? That is just
something that is being wnfkad on.
@ Did that report, sir, make a recomnendation for a new independent or new
division of the Labor Department, to handle the questions of mobilizing ---
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I wouldn't say Yes, and I wouldn't say No.

It was one of the matters that was talked about in the discussion.

@ Have you defined in your mind, sir, any definite policies toward the
mobilization question on manpower?

THE FRESIDENT: Not yet.

|

€ How soon do you expect to?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

=S R I

¢ Thank you.

0 Does there seem to be any serious ¢onflict between the position taken by
the two labor groups and by Price Administrator (Leon) Henderson?

THE PRESIDENT: Very little.

@ Mr. President, would you comment on the Smith-{R&p. H. W. Smith, Democrat,
of* Virzinia) proposal about the 4O-hour week, now in the House of Repre-

sentatives?

THE PRESIDENT: Vell, I haven't read the amendment. The only way =-- thing I

e e |

cen do is to talk to you as "background," without attribution, #As I

e e
e e

understand it, this would repeal all kinds of -- of laws, except I think

i B

the railroad employees laws.

¢ (interjecting) And the one on postal === |

THE PRESIDENT: wHat?

5

N
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0 And one about postal clerks.

THE PRESIDENT: And one about postal clerks., 4And of course at the present
time we have to remember that we are working a great deal more than
40 hours a week :; some industries thet are worleing as high as 60 hours
a week. I suppose the == I haven't got any figures, but I supposethe
averazge is around 44 or 46 hours a week at the present tims. 3o the
general effect of an amendment repealing existing laws might be used for
the purpose of eliminating any payment for overtime. Well, that would
mean, of course, a reduction in the pay envelope at the end of the wéﬂk,
or the end of the month. And as far as I can see, that would be about
the only effect.

& HMr. President, {;n't it also true that this would eliminate the LO=hour
week requirement in non-defense industries?

THE PRESIDENT: I think so, Yes. The repealer would do that.

¢ Also the textile industries, in Cox's (Representative E. E. Cox, Demoerat,

of Georgia) District?

% THE PRESIDEMNT: Yes, yes. Clothing --- (laushter)

¢ ir. President, this would -- Consress could not pass a bill which would
rescind or vold the present contracts, would it? For instance, any number
of contracts ar; on aIAD-hour wagk —=-

THZ PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

¢ (continuing) =-- some of them for time and a half, and some for double pay?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that is true, but the contracts keep running out all the
time.

& Well, most of them hﬂ%e a continuing clause that they can be taken up?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes., By either side,

& By either side. But the point is Ehéy are rarely done.
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes.
- ' MR, P. BRANDT: Night Conuress -- Congress enact a law which would void those
contracts?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, Pete. I would have to ask a better lawyer

than I am.
; Q The point is that if the Congress cannot, =--
THE PRESIDENT: {intarjecfing] Yes.,
Q@ (econtinuing) --- then those thet have contracts are in a better position
¥han those who do not? .
THE PRESIDENT: That is right. ' !
€ You don't know whether that —--
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No.
3 But, Mr. President, I would like to say that there is a tendency in con-
. tracts now to refrain from putting in the 4O-hour -- 8-hour -—— under the
law, and if the law changes =--
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) On the contracts it depends mostly on the
individual case. -
& lr. President, has there ﬁean any suzgestion that the President should have
discretionary powers in regard to the 4O-hour week?
THY PRESIDENT: Not that I have ever heard of., (lauzhter)

@ In that connection, Lr. President ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

2 (continuing) =--- last londay a thousand citizens of the town of West lar-
wick, Rhode Island, addressed to you a petition recommending that you
tut the nation on & 168—hnp? work weekK, Have you seen anything on that?

THE PRESIDENT: 168-hour week? (laughter) Hoahﬁhny days is that?

® Q 7 days.
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" THE PRESIDENT: What?

. & Seven 24-hour days.
THE PRESIDENT: Oh! I see. No time out to eat?
1 - j L

Q Apparently not.

THE PRESIDENT: _Prohahl}r most of the nation would be dead at the end of one
week. (laughter) | .

Q Have you seen that petition, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q Mr. President, could you remove the L0=-hour week restrictions without Con-

gressional action?

#

THE PRESIDENT: There isn't any 4O-hour restriction at the present time.

S

Q I mean -- abolish time and a half, or ---
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I wouldn't abolish time and a nalf. I don't
. want to have people get less in their ray envelopes than they are get-
ting today, especially with the cost of living zoing up.
Q4 Nr, Fresident, does that need to be "background"? .
THZ PRESIDENT: What?

(&l

% Thet is all "background"? -

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Don't bring me into this thing. It is purely a matter
for the House at the present time. |

4 lir. President, the Nazi radio from Paris today reports aAdniral Leahy has
demanded of the Vichy government that they do not use any of their ships
of the Freneh Fleet without the consent and approval of Washington, that

'ﬂ?ichy in turn has rejected that request, and Admiral La&py will be re-

called. Can you say anything on that?

TH% PRESIDENT: That came from Paris?

. @ It came from the German radio in Paris, as 1 uncerstand it.
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THE PRESIDENT: I think you have answered the question.

@ Thank you, sir.

Q% Mr. President, the kxecutive Comiittee of the New York County Democratic
Cormittee 1s.meating this afternoon.to try to pick their leader. Have
you any advice to offer them?

THE PRESIDENT: No. (laughter)

Q Mr. President, a dispatch from Berne quotes the :ngcow radio as saying
thet the Russians have sequestered Japanese property in Soviet terri%ory.
Have you any advgaa to thet effect?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no.

@ hir. Preaih&nt, have you heard anything about this production program at
Mount Gilead, in Ohio? -

THE PRESIDENT: I will be:perfectly frank. I got it just one second ago.
Bill (Hassett) mave it to me along with a lot of stuff. I am going to
read it this afterncon. I don't know anything about it now. Just got it.

0 Xr., President, some days azo we were told that & system similar to convoys
would be worked out for protection of Sﬁuth American -- Latin Awnerican
shipping. Can you tell us anything about that without revealing mili-
tary secrets?

THE PRESIDENT: MNo. It would reveal military secrets if I did.

C Can you say that ;Emething islheing done about it?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we are trying to protect as ueny ships as we can, on

- all of the oceans, with an insufficient amaunﬁ of "butter" to go around
on a very large emount of "bread." 2

< Mr. President, anything new on the Alaskan highway?

THE PREZSIDENT: I haven't heard a word. What is Congress doing on it? Any-

thing at all?




@ It's still in the House Committee.

. THE PRﬁSIDFJ?P: Jiight ask the War Department on that, because they have got
all the documents and everything else. #nd I am -- fran.;:l}.r I am walt-
ing for a positive, definite recommendation from the War Department.

Q Mr.' Presidént, any of the South American countries contributing a little
"butter™ to that "bread"?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Yes, That's right. They are.

g Mr, Fresident,-would you care to comment about the practice developing
in Congress of placing vetoable legislation on non-vetoable bills?

THE PPESIDE&E: I don't think I have changed much in the last -- well, let
us see -- from 1913 on I heve had a rather definite idea about it, that
it is not quite fair either to the Congress or to the country to at-
tach riders to prineipal, main appropriation bills which relate to mat-

. ters wnich are no(t exactly zermane to the Tact of appropriating under an

authorization. ]\21: is a very -- it is a very rerrehensible method of
legislating.
4 (interposing) Specifically ---
THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I think most of the country has always felt it.
& Would you suppose; that violates the spirit of the Constitution?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I wouldn't go so far as that because that might be bring-

ing in a Guns_titution&l argument. I don't think it is a Constitutional

question so much as it is a matter of -- well, what shall I call it? --

-

- legislative ethics.
& Specifically, Nr. President, do you want to make any further In‘miar'mtions
about that Far: bill that was passed the other day ageinst your advice?
THE PRESIDENT: Well -- except this: that it seems to be pretty true that it

S

. would raise the cost of eating in the country about a billion dollars. I
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think everybody ought to realize that. I don't think we want to add
to the cost of our meals -- of a billion dollars, if we can help 1t.

@ Llr. President, would you say that was about the best way to start the

inflationary system that we have been trying to avoid? %

THE PRESIDENT: Of course people are sitting up nights trying to invent new

methods of accelerating inflation, and I am sitting up nights trying to

block the acceleration of inflation. (laughter) 4And fﬁia iz one of
the -- one of the plans which would accelerate inflation -- no question.
€& Mr. President, in your reply to the question about non-germane riders, you

qualified somewhat your answer to appropristion bills?

i

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think that would apply to any other bill too.

@ Any other bill?

B g

THE PRESIDENT: In the constitution of the State of New York, as I remember o
. it == you had better check on this -- see whether I am right or not, i
because it is quite a long while since I was Governor -- there is a '

clause that in effect prevents that. The title of the bill has got to ¥
cover averything that i1s in the bill, which in effect means that if you
start to put a rider on it in the Senate or the Assembly in the State of
New York, the title of the bill doesn't cover the rider and therefore
such -- such & bill would be vetoed by the Governor as unconstitutional.
Guite a number of States have a provision of that kind.
€ Well, isn't that to prevent secret legislation? You can amana the title?
THE PRESIDENT: (after a short pause) MNo. You see == you see the usual method
in the title is "For so and so, and other purposes." Well, that is cut

out under-the constitution of the State of New Yorx -- "and other pur-

n
poses. <

o0

' % Yes. But what I mean -- you could smend the title to the bill?
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THE PRESIDENT: The interesting fact is: in Albany they don't. (laughter)
It'é pfatty strictly lived up to, the intent of having legislation only
cover one subject. ‘ :

Q Would you say then, sir, tiﬁt legislative ethics in Albany are higher
than in Washington? (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: No, beceuse we have it in the constitution at Alba;y - tﬁu
State comstitution. They haven't got it in the Constitution of the
United étatas.

Q MNr. President, would you construe the Smith amendment to bé that type of
a rider not germane to the War Powers bill?

THE PRESIDENT: 7Yes.

Q Again, is that "background"?

THE PRESIDENT: That is still "background." (laughter, and cries of "Oh')

& Mr. President —-- ‘

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) You can write a nice story. -

Q@ Mr. President, if the bill covers the War Powers of the President, and
the President is denied discretionary powers on the 40-hour weei, that
surely would not be germane to the bill, would 1t%

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I don't know. I would hate even to make a
snap judgment on that.

& Thank you, lir. President.

§ Thank you, Mr. President.
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