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COXFIDmTIAL 
Press Conference /J814 
Executive Office of the President 
March 24 , 1942 4 .15 P .M. , E.W.T. 

MR. DONALDSON: .All in . 

THE PR:S:SIDENT: I don' t think I have anything formal today, I have just been 

there is no story in this -- looking at some of the new inventions . 

!\'e are building some of our Navy patrol craft now upside down. Just 

a new method of shipbuilding, t hat ' s all. Starting them upside down , 

you weld· from the outside -- weld the plates together. i 'hen you lieg'in · 

to turn her over and eventually she turns up , right side up , and then 

is ready to go into the water. They put the deck on ai'ter she has 

been turned over. And apparently we are building t hem literally by 

t he yard , and turning them out at the rete of one per week. Sea- going 

ships -- 173 feet long . This particular group I have been talking with 

Captain Swasey about , they are 170-tooters and are being built in Bay 

City, ~ichigan . And we are trying the same construction method in 

several other places . 'iiell , that is something that happt!ned since the 

last war . 

~ Are they able to go down the St . Lawrence? 

THE PRJ!.:>ID£.tlT: Yes , yes. 

-t ~ir . President , are they St . Lawrence size, or do they have to be cut? 

They don ' t have to be cut? .can they go through it as it is novn 

THE PRESIDENT:' Ye~, yes. 

Q l.!r . _Presi dent, what is the advantage- of building them upside down? 

THE: Pt!E3I DE!Il': Speed -- because you work on a very -- on a surface tbat is 

very easy t o wor!t on, whereas if you build a ship from t he b;,ttom up, 

or course, you lie underneat h the ship - - the thing is over your head • 
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You hav~ to weld - - do your welding upside down, instead or being 

above to work. It, makes for u.uch greater speed in the same operatign. 

Q Are those shallow-draft vessels? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q Are those shallow- draft vessels? 

Tit:: PRESIDID;T: Yes . They ere the regular draft for e 173-foot ship. 

Q What tonnage would that be, sir? 

THE PRESIDEt.'T: i'/hat? 

Q About what t onnage would that be? 

THE PRESI DENr: I don ' t lmow. What tonnage would you say? (turning to 

Captain McCrea) 

CAPI'AH< UcCREA: I don ' t know, sir. I do not know. 

TJi:;! PR::SIDENr : 1 should say , off- band, about -- what? 200 to about 250? 

CAPTAIN U.cCREA : I t hi nk it ' s larg~r than that, sir. 

THE PRESIDE.l\'T: Little l arger than that . Roughly 300 tons. I don ' t kno•N 

the actual . 

~ Ur . President , is there any other classificati on for them other than just 

patrol boats? 

THE PrtESIDENl': Oh , No . I don ' t know. They will get some mystic number 

painted on the bow by the !iavy vthen they get through , but essentially 

they ere patrol boats . ~:a have t hem ell sizes . 

Q Mr . President , can that be extended to some other types of ships? 

THE PRESIDEl\'T: Can it what? 

Q Can that be extended to some other types of ships? 

THE PRESI DENT : I don' t think we have built any bigger than that by that 

met hod yet . 

~ Are any qf t hese in service yet, sir? 

• 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. 

Q. They are? 

THE PRES!IlEm': Yes • 
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Q. Mr. President, last Tuesday you came out f or more parades, more bands , 

and the like. New Yor k is going t o have a parade -- Baltimore , Pitts­

burgh, and other cities 

THE PRESIDENT: (int erjecting) Grand. 

Q (continuing) All except Washington , D. C, _ I wondered if you could use 

your influence? (laught er ) 

THE PRESlDENT: Do you think I have got a ny in Washington? (more laughter) 

I thought one was on. 

Q. It was - - it was cancel ed . Two arguments were given aga inst it . That -­

one , the danger of concentration of crovtds , troops , and spectator s . The 

other , the difficulty of getting· troops. It seems that t he )rd cavalry 

has left Fort Myer . 

THE PRESIDEm' : •:;e will have t o bring some Marines up from t(Ullntico . 

Q. That s ounds like a good i dea . ',;'ould you be in favor ---

'IRE PRESIDENT: ( interposing) I will talk to' t he Secretary of war about i t 

t omorrow. 

Q. Thank you . 

Q Ur . Presi dent 

Q ( interposine) Mr . Pres i dent, Dr . --- (laughter) - -- (Herbert) ~Tatt of 

Australia and Mr . (\'!alter) Nash of New Zealand both have emphasi zed the 

poi nt thet they don't fe el that they have direct contact with the United 

States Gove rnment in control of the operations in t he Southwest PaciP!c 

area . ~. Nash indics t ed he expected something very short ly on that 

line . Could you throw any light on what he might be expecting? 

. . 



t!Sl4 - - 4 
23l 

THE PRESIDE!\'!': ':'fell, I think we have got pretty good cont act at the present 

time . I don' t thi llk we have yet come t o the poi nt of setting up a 

boar d w1 th a fancy name. Now · if 1 t will make anybody happy f or us t o 

set up a board wi t h a fancy name, let ' s do i t . Act ually, there is ex-

t r emely good teamwork going on now without the fancy name . 

Q Is that good t eamwo r k , s i r, of recent development , or has i t existed for 

some time? 

THE PRESIDEm': No, no . That has been within the last - - since the Abda area 

failed to exist - - went out of business . 

Q. I see . 

Q Are the Australians and New Zealanders then satisfied, do you thillk, with 

the present status ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) I think so . 

Q (continuing ) - -- of contact? 

TF..E PR3SIDENT: Yes. 

Q Mr . Prssi dent, did you talk with {Senator)Beanet t (Champ) Clark today 

about the collect or ship or Int ernal Revenue? 

THE PRESIDENT: :•/here? In Missouri? 

Q. In l.!issouri , Yes . 

THE PRESIDE!o11' : Didn' t know there was one. 

Q Has your attention been called to t h e speech by former Ass i stant Secretary 

or Commerce (Richard) Patterson, dealing with the 6th column menace? 

·.THE P!lESIDEi<T: I didn't read it all, but I heard about one pretty good line 

that he used . He was tallti 'ng about the 6th colwnn , ·and the 6th column 

consists or those p~ople 1•.ho , I think he said , wittingly or unwittingly 

are carrying out the wo~k which is devised by the 5th column. 

t:ell, that is something t~t the country ought t u think over, be-

\ 
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cause it is abcut as pat a stat ement as I know ot. There are an awful 

lot ot 6th columnists, and I might put i t the other way around: that 

there wouldn ' t be any suocessful 5t h column in this country unle ss t hey 

had a vehicle to d1 stribute t heir poi son . In other words , it the 6th 

column would go out of business , we needn't worry about the 5th column. 

Q Mr . Pres !dent I have you- been asked the quest! on -- will you tell us how r 
you came to pronounce 1 t "Cliveden"? 

THE PRESIDENT: Pronouce what? c~veden? 

Q (inter posing) '!las that report - --

(like "give") (laughter) 

I went there once . 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing} In fact I spent a ver y , very i nterest ing week-

end there with a number of members of the British cabinet of the time, 

in July , 1918 , when the World i1ar was on. So my authority is correct . 

Q L:r . President, could you elaborat e a litt le on this 6t h column, how --

how they are carrying out the schemes of the 5th column? 

THE PRESIDE!\'!': Oh , I don ' t think so, because I would have to i nclude qu11ie 

a lot ot people in the room. NO?I, that wouldn ' t be polite . 

Q You mean by conversation, or by wr iting? 

THE PRESIDENT: Both. 

Q Things of that kind? False rumors? 

THE PRESIDENT: The various means of connnuni cs tion. 

~ (interposing) Carrying on false - - -

THE PR&SID~'T: (continuing) Newspapers , radio , conversa tion, cocktail 

parties , tea fishts , etcetera . 

C Mr. President, the ex- president of Argentina , Dr. (Uarcel o de) Alvear 

died today. ·.lould you care t o say a word about that? 

THE PRESIDEil'T: I was very sorry t o hear about it because I bed the pleasure 

ot meeting him, and I always considered him one of the -- one of the 
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stroll8est forces for Democratic principles that we bad anywhere ill the 

Americas . Therefore his loss is· not just an Argentine l oss but common 

to all of u s . 

~ Mr . President, has anything further been done about the recommendation 

for the abolition of the tariff on m.r materials and supplies moving 

between Canada and the United States? 

THE PR:::SIDEI>tl': I dop ' t know. I really honestly don 1t know. You had better 

ask -- what? -- the Stat e Department , I guess . I haven't heard anything 

about it. 

Q Mr . Pres i dent , have you det ected the presence or the 6th column at all i n 

the present controversy regardiqg Labor? 

TI!E PRE.SIWn' : I d.on ' t know - - I do!l 't know enough about it . Some people 

say Yes, and sane say No . There was one Member of the House (Rep . 

·w.T . Schulte , Democrat, of Indiana? ) ill a debate-- I don ' t think 'what 

he said was carried in any of the papers - - who claimed that it was an 

-- an organized activity. He mode quite a speech about it, and I don't 

think anybody carried it , but -- but he claimed there was . ,\ell, I 

don't know. t:aybe there was. 

Q llr . President , can you give your ideas on how t h is 6th column could be 

controlled, or repressed, or s~mething done about it? 

THE P:ESIDZ:?l':, ·.7ell , .1. am inclined to think that they will almost go out of 

business themselves, because public opinion will catch on . It has very 

largely already . 

Q Wel l , if -- ·if , as you say, a nwnber of news people themselves are unv:i t­

tili81Y 6th columnists , they of course are soi n;; on about their business 

of p rinting 'l:hnt they t h ink is legit110ate news . Their judgment may be . 

wrong ---

·' 
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THE PRESID~: (interjecting) Yes , 

Q. (continuing) - - - but as long as· that condition exists , why they will 

probably perform just about as in the past. 
< .J 

THE PRESIDENT: Just so long as they don' t fool anybody, i t ' s all right . 

Q. It's a matter of judgment , isn't i t? 

234 -

THE PRESI DENT: Yes , I t hink so . And what is -- freedom of the press as a 

whole is a matter of judgment . I don' t t hink the press has as much in-

fluence as i t had sometime ago . Neither does anybody here . 

Q. I do . 

THE PRESI DENT: Do you? Do you really? 

Q. ~. President, do you think the people are fooled on Labor? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. Do y~think t he people have been fool ed on labor? 

THE PR&SIDENT: Ob , very definitely. I told you about my -- t here are 5 

editors now who have written to me -- editors from small-town papers , 

who are fine, honest people , I know them all personally . And they 

plead wi t h me to l et people work . The one thing in their l etters: 

"Plea~e let people work more than 40 hours a week i n defense i ndustries . " 

Q. ~. President , aside from the reference by the single ~ember of the House , 

do you have any other evidence to lead you t o believe that ~his cam­

paign is an organi zed cam!)!lign? 

THE PRn::::nDENI': Part of it is , and part of 1 t is not . 

Q. Who was the !Jember of t he House , Ur . President? 

THE PRE:;IDENT: What? 

Q. iVho was the t!ember of the House? 

THE PRESIDEJ:rr: Oh, I don ' t know. I haven' t the faintest idea . 

Q. How l arge a part i s i t, sir? 

'!'Hi:: PRESID~'T : Percenta~e? "'Jell , you can' t put it on _t hat basis . You can' t 

L 
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say large ;:r small . 

' Q Do you think, sir, it started as an organized campaign? 

THE PRESIDENI': That I don ' t know. I don ' t know. 

Q 1~ . President , the Governor of Connecticut has sent you a protest, I be-

Have, against t he manner in which Army A.ir Corps commissions are being 

given out in his State . Has that come t o your attention? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I got it, and I sent it over to (Lieutenant) General 

(Henry H. ) Arnold t o prepare a reply . 

MR. EARLY: Arnold, air? 

T".dE PRESIDENT: \'/hat? 

MR. EARLY: Arnold? 

THE PRESID~T: Yes . 

't Do you care to say anything about your luncheon today vlith the Haitian 

President (Elie Lescot)? 

THE PRESIDENT: I had an extremely interesting luncheon , in regard to the 

useful work that could be performed in Haiti . And that is one example 

of a good many other Republics around the -- let us say the Caribbean, 

in providing additiona l, ·very much needed foodstuffs and other things 

t hat are essential in the war . And he brousht up with him his agricul-

tural adviser, \\UO i s a Dr . (Thomas) Fennell, originally from our De-

partment or Agriculture . And I am going to see Fennell tomorrow to talk 

about the planning , growing, and providing of additional t!lings that 

are very much needed by all or us. 

For example - - I will just use one example - - they have down there 
~ 

a sisal plant , from which they make hemp and ropes . Well , hemp and 

ropes are extre_mely scarce at the present time , and I am going to talk 

-, ?lith Fennell. It is one of t hose mora or less technical , agricultural 

( 
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problems to see how much more sisal we can produce in Haiti. 

Q. What is the name of the man you are going t o talk with? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is Fennell -- F- E-N- N- E-L-L. I am going to get 

a story out . (to Mr . Rome.gna): Where is he? 

UR. ROMAGNA: Shoreham Hotel, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Shoreham Hotel. Go get a story out of it . 

Q. ~. President, did you talk to Colonel Olds of the Ferry Commend? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: ~ot yet . He i s coming in at halt-past four . 

Q. Can you tell us what for? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I haven ' t the f ai ntest idea . 

Q Mr. President , was there any news i n your meeting with Senator (R.B. ) 

Russell (Democrat, of Georgia) and Secretary ".'i1cltard yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no , ·.~e just had a general discussion about price levels , 

industrial and agricultural in:flations of various kinds . Very satis­

factory talk. 

Q. Mr . President, t here bas been talk -- there has been t alk ag.ain about 

changes in the Cabinet, and also a change in the status of Mr . (J.G. ) 

Wioant (U.S. Ambassador to l::ngland ) . D.., you have any comment on that, 

sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT: I read it today in a paper . This has to be off the record. 

I ~~nder what the fellow w~o ~te that story -- how he feels with him­

self? I really wonder . I wonder what a fellow who writes a thing like 

that feels after he has written it , even if he wrote it in good faith? 

No>~ , of course there isn' t a word of truth in it , not a word . But I 

wonder what his conscience is like? That - - that -- it ' s a question 

I don't know l'l"ho wr6te 1 t -- I have forgotten - - it was in t he Wall 

Street Journal - - I wonder what a fellol". thinks of it , because even if 

' 
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somebody invented it and told it t o him, why didn ' t he come and find 

out if there was any truth i n it first? In other · words , he has dis­

tributed something that isn't true . 
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N01v, what happens? Be causes trouble . Somebody sees that . They 

get all upset about it. It just i sn' t -- this is quite aside from time 

of war, we have had it before - - but how does be f eel with himself, 

thinking about it inside , distributing false information to the public , 

even if it is to the Wall Street Journal clientele? I am one of their 

r eader s too . (laughter) But it raises a ve ry nice question - - deliberate 

st atements there which are completely untrue. Now how does -- how does 

he feel when he goes to bed at night? 

Q. t.!r . President , I don •t know anythi ng about this story or t he one you are 

t el!d.ng about , but I would like - - -

THE PRE:>IDENT: ( interposiug ) Didn ' t you read it? 

Q No , I didn ' t read it . 

Q I know it. 

You ought to r ead the IV~ Street Joul·nal. 

(laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Jim, you will learn a lot . 

Q. But I would like to talk t o you a minute about the- problems thtlt we are 

up against • 

THE PRESIDE.\'!': I knor1. I know. 

Q las t week we heard that a ship was sunk off Morehead City, North Carolina, 

that the men bad been l'lashed ash;ll"e and'they were l'lithout care, lying 

on tabl es and floors, because t here wss a disaJl'eement on t he part of 

the Government a gencies as to which should handle it . Xow, we investi-

gated t hat story . We got hold of some. ill,.telligent newspapermen in 

7/il.mington, (N.C. ) , who sa i d t hat they had looked that story up, and 

/ 
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they had been getting the report from all over the United States, so 

much so that the wires had been tied up for hours get ting it in. Does 

that look like what you call the 6th column activity? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don ' t think so. 

Q '(interposing) Well , anyway - - -

THE PRESIDEtn': (continuing) I wouldn ' t class i fy that as anything but an 

honest effort t o get certain i nformation. 

~ But how does i t spring up all over t he United States? 

THE PRESIDEt-'1' : In the process or getting a t hing like t hat, I don't think, 

frankly, that the official censor crowd have shaken down into a reason­

able and proper method of handling the many cases . Now when a thing 

like that comes a round I can' t see any particular reason for with­

holding that news from the papers. 

Q Neither can I . Yet later in comes the story t hat t hese men have landed 

in a little town called Southport. 

TH:S PRESID~'T : I think it is stupid on the part of the press censor and !iavy 

Department or the Army to do a thing like t hat . 

XR. ~~Y: ( interposing) ~. President, that ' s not censorship, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT : It is not? What is 1 t? 

l.:H. -zARLY: That news is in the department to which -- if i t were a Navy ship 

it v.ould be Navy Departmen't , and if i t was Army it \\"'uld be Army . 

THE PRESIDENI': ·:/hat 1 s i t then? 

!.lR. EARLY: The censor has nothing to do with it . The v.'Sr censorship regUla­

tions pr ov ide , ~.!r . President, r' believe, when it is announced by any 

competent authority , it is news . It doesn ' t go through the censor, sir . 

TilE PrtESID:::NT: Then who handled this one? 

Lffi . EARLY: I never heard of it before . 
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Q. I don't know who handled it because we got denials of it all the time. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think a thing like that ought to be withheld. 
'' 

Q. I am not trying to point my finger at a singl e soul, but I am just try-

ing -- trying to find out when we are saying the truth -- telling the 

truth. 

THE PRESIDENT~ I thi~ you are de~d right, that the press has beh~ved ab-

solu~_ely magnificent . Nov; there are various t hings -- for instance, 

the quest ion of airplane accidents in this country . This is all off 

-
the record -- I am just ~alking to you amongst ourselves -- there are a 

lot of people who have two opinions . ;·ie have -- I don't know I 

• don't know how many -- you probably know far better than I do young 

pilots in training all over the country in training camps. They are in 

the last stages -- t hey a r e ready t o go into the combat service. And· 

almost every paper we pick up, morning or afternoon, there is this: 

"Two planes collide in the air . Everybody killed." Or there is a plane 

that hasn't been heard of, and fell into some place in .the Rocky Moun-
----t.+-

tains . 

'.Vell, there are a lot of people who feel that -- that has been cut 

out in England, where they are training a lot of pilots, and ·t hey ·don't 

give out t r aining accidents --and people here, they see , are gett ing 

• 
awful jittery over the number of people that are killed in tra ining for 

flying . 

Now there is the other school of t hought that says people vlill get 

acc4stomed to it, They have got to realize t hat in training pilots that 

. there will be a certain percentage of fatalities anyway, and that the 

percentaee of fatalities is about the same now as it was a yeaP-ago, 

or t wJ years a go, and t herefore doesn't do any harm _t o give out these 

' 
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things . 

Now there is - - there is a nice question: Is it the best thins to 

do, not to print the stories of accidents in training, or should they 

all come out? 

Now, frenkly, I don't know. I haven ' t made up my mind. I would 

like to know what you people think . You are very apt, of course , to 

get from the small to·w that the plane fell into - - you are very apt 

to get a wire story out of there very natural . Probably ~duld be 

one of the Press Association people who wired it out, or the local 

paper . And it would be carried on the front page -- second page - -

of practically all the papers. It would be a hard thing to out 1 t out; 

except by voluntary agreement on the part of the editors of the papers. 

r.ell , I don 't know whether we should ask them to do so or not . 

Q If you are going to cut o.ut the loss of a few men - - ­

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes . 

~ (continuing) --- why wouldn ' t you cut· out the losses of shi ps with several 

hundred sunk a t a time? 

THE PRESID£t:T: Yes . 

Q ~. President , couldn' t you get an index to t hat from the reception that 

was given the loss of t hat submarine off the Panama Canal? That was -­

it was taken simply as a casualty of war. Although it was an accident , 

no attention was paid to it comparable to what would have been paid to 

it in peacetime . 

Tim PRESIDliNT: (interjecting) Yes . 

Q. (continuing) 

THE PRI!:SIDENT: 

C' (continuing ) 

It seems to me you woul d get the same 

(interposing ) The same reaction . 

reaction. 
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THE PRESIDENt': Personally, I thi.nk the average per son in this country 

I am inclined to think that they are not accustomed to it . They are 

sorry about it , etcetera, bu~.they ragard it as one. of the risks of~~ . 

That v:ould be m:y first slant. But , on the other hand , there is a very 

large part of public opinion ~icb says, "For God ' s sake don' t print all 

this stuff ." 
'· 

Q !Lr . President, if it VIeren ' t printed, people because they, - - they weren ' t 

. 
printed, wouldn ' t that create a much more fertile field for rumors? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is perfectly possible . 

As I say, in England they cut it .out entirely, but it ' s on smaller 

planes . 

Q It has been suggested that instead of buil ding dorm~tories on the ~All 

you could use the barracks that have been vacated at the Arlington Ex-

perimental Farm. nave you given it any thought? 

THE PRESII:lEt11': I saw it in the paper . lJy only problem i s the question: what 

people do they hold? 

Q Takes the 12th Infantry. 

THE PRESIDE!ll': I think a bout a thousand places . 

Q Easily , I think. 

THE Pffi::SIDE:lT: I think that is the number given. I think it is well worth 

considering . 

~ Mr . President, is Lord Beaver brook in the United States? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I read 

Q (interposing) The intimation out of London indicated he was? 

THE ? RESI DENT: I haven't heard a word. Not a peep -- really and truly. 

Q. !.lr . President, anything about your conference w1 th General ( \'lladi slaw) 

Sikor ski? 

.I I 
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THE PRESIDE!tl': llo . ~Ia talked about the major strategy of the world. 

Q !.X . :President, one more Labor question. There has been a developnent 

on the Hill in favor of the 48- hour week , starting time- and-a- halt 

attar the 48th hour. Could you express an opinion on that? 

THE PRESIDZNT: I told you all about that once or twice before . I don't think 

we want to reduce the pay envelope_of the average person employed in 

this country at this time . I don ' t think we should increase it in a 

great many of the higher brackets . 

Q Mr. President, t here has been a suggestion also for overtime pay, there 

beins substituted "incentive pay," that is that money be paid on a basis 

of the amount they produce , as a man , . .no produces more than ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) The old piece- work basis . 

Q. Very rnuch . 

~ffi . ~Y: (interjecting) Yes . 

~ That i dea -- ~. (Donald) Nelson suggested that the other day - -­

TFU!: PR3SID~11': (interjecting) I don't know. 

Q (continuing) --- calling i t "incentive pay." 

THE PRESID&'IT: I don ' t know about it at all. 

\l, Ur . President, have you any plans for taking a "February" vaca tion? 

(laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: ':/ell, I hope -- I hope not to v10rk on Easter Day. 

Q Thank you , ~~ . President . 

Q Thank you , ~:r. Preside.nt. 

(Notebook VIII-PC, Page 25 - - JR) 



• 

CONFI.DENTIAL 
Press Conference #815 
Execut i ve Of fice of the President 
Uarch 31 , 1942 -- 4.10 P .~., E .W .T . 

THE PRESIDENt': Come i n Pa. I am going t o talk about you. ·•hat do you 

want t o say? 
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GENERAL WATSON: I haveh ' t been t o one for such a long time, I thought I 

\.._ I 

would come in. 

THE PRESIDENT: It's your turn to get talked about , 

GENERAL WA'l'SON: I don ' t know anything good t hat you can say about me . 

THE PRESIDENT : That ' s the trouble. (laughter) 

GENERAL '.'lATSON: I am going t o the concert tonight . (Russian Wa r Relief 

Benefit) 

Q How are you , Mr . President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Where is John Henry? 

Q. John is around . He started out ---

Q. (interposing) He is bringing up the rear . 

THE PRESIDENI': Bringing up the rear? Tell hi.r:l I want t o see him . 

:t Got t be gavel for him? 

TH:E PREZIDEi\"1': I have got t he gavel for him. (holding it up) A very nice 

one . 

Q. We have t he culprit, Mr . President . , 

THE PRESIDJ::NT: ?,'hat? 

Q We have t he culprit. 

Q, John ' s here . 

THE PRE.SIDENI': \'/here is he? (holding up the . gavel ) I am going t o have it 

inscribed . It came out of George 7/asbington' s cherry tree . (laughter) 

:.:R. J . tr.E!RY: It ' s a bigger tree t han we thought . 
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Q. Not out of the UAyflower, IJ.r , Pres i dent? (lauGhter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Stay afterwards, John. 7/e will decide on the i nscription, 

whether i t is t o be ribald or not. (more laughter) 

tm. J , HENRY: In keeping with our dignity, 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . (more laughter ) 

I don' t know why anybody i s coming in today. I am too sleepy 

to talk . 

!JR. DONALOOON: All in. 

TH3 PRESIDENI' : I ~ave got a very nice letter from Norman Davis today. He 

says, "On December l2 you issued a Proclamation asking the American 

people to subscribe. to a Red Cross 'ilar Fund a minimum of 50 million 

dolla.r s . The first appeal for the 'liar Fund came just before the holi­

day season, so most of the committees started their organized work about 

the first week in January . By the 7th of F~bruary the 50 million 

dollars wns in hand, but to keep pace with the growing war need , t he 

Red Cross asked for an over-subscript ion, which would bring the total 

to 65 mil lion doll ars . That total bas been exceeded today, and still 

more will come in. The total result seems to us magnificent proof not 

only of the vital ity of the Red Cross but of_tbe determination of the 

people to make whatever sacrifices are called f or t o win the war . " 

Now that i s a very satisfactory answer t o the appeal. 

C:. t!r. Presi dent; in that connection, I understand that the District has not 

met its quota . The only large city in the country, I believe . And 

they said that -- the local Red Cross people said the donati ons had 

run somewhat short in the Government , I don ' t know - --

TP~ ?RSSID~~: ( i nterposing) I think the more attention that is called t o 

that the better. In ot ber words , ·,7e.shington papers please copy , 
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Q. I had that in 1111nd. (laughter )· 

THE PRESIDENI': And this being Roly Week , I wanted just to read from a 

sentence :Crom a letter that I got' , which I think is worth quoting: 

"No matter what may be the religious faith of individuals, most Ameri-

cans see in Calvary's Cross the eternal symbol that light will con-

quer darkness, truth proves stronger than error, and life greater than 

death. It is the only sign by which we can conquer the powers of 
., 

black paganism that now threaten everythi ng which we hold dear . " 

I don ' t think I have got another thing . 

Q. Is that an excerpt, sir from a personal letter? 

THE PRESIDENI': i'lhat'f Yes, 

Q. Is that an excerpt? 
-., 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. 

~ Is it possible to say' from whom it is? 

THE PRESIDENI': No , That 's not the news part of it . The news is what was 

said. 

Q. !Jay we have that excerpt, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, 

MR. ROMAGNA: Later? Or now? 

THE PRESIDEI.:T: You read i t, and I ' 11 check you . 

(the foregoing quotation was read back to t he newspapermen) 

Q. Mr. President, this Pacific Council that meets tomorrow -- t here have 

been stories that London would decide policy and this Council strategy , 

Is that correc~? 

THE PP.ESIDENI': No . 

Q. A similar Council in London? . 
THE PRESIDEd~: No . No , They are consultivet both. 
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~ Both of them consultive? 

THE PRESIDENT: Consultive in each place, and consultive with each other. 

~ Will all the powers represented upon the Council , ldr . President, have 

equal representation and equal pqwers in respect to their voice on 

that Council? 

THE PRESIDENT: It isn ' t a question of equal powers . They are consultive. 

Q Mr . Presi.dent , is t here some means provided by which the liaison .may be 
• 

maintained between that Council and the Joint staff Board here? 

THE PRESIDENl': That the what may be? 

Q How will this Council cooperate , if it will, with the Joint Staff Board 

here in Washington? 

THE PRESI DENT: Well, the trouble is that you always try to be -- everybody 

tries to be didactic, and this is one thing that you can' t be didactic 

on. It •s a consultive body. That ' s all it is. It doesn ' t go out and 

fight . It consults here ' in Washington , There are mostly laymen on i t. 

~ What do ~ey consult about -- supplies? 
. 

THE PRESIDE!\'!': No . About the - - what time the moon is going to rise to-

morrow night . They are going to consult on the general progress of 

defending ourselves against the powers of darkness, according t o that 

letter that I read . You see , Pete , you can' t, a~ I say, you can' t be 

didactic. It is a get-together meeting, to see what \'le are doing, and 

consult among ourselves . That's all it is . It is not supply, and it 

is not fighting a naval action, and it is not sending airplanes at a 

given t ime tomorrow night . 

Q That's ~mat I wanted t o get . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q l>:r. President, (Dr. Herbert V.) i:.'vatt and !Jr. (Walter) "ash , the Australian 
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and New Zealander, on several occasions have referred to a wish t hat 

the Anzacs would be represented on the Munitions Assi gnments Board . 

Is t here such a step in prospect?. 
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THE PRESIDENT : No . For the very good.= for the very good reason that all 

these consultations end up, as they have in the past , in an agreement 

-- a general agreement . And when you cane to carry out some of the 

detail~ of that , it' s the people who make the munitions that actually 

carry it out. It will be carried out in good faith for all nations, 

in accordance with general policies arrived at, either by - - Oh , what? 

combined staffs, or a Pacific Council here and in London • 

.t.nd I am afraid -- I am afraid that we cannot -- it would not 

be right to assume that there is going to be a row, in view of the 

fact that there is in ell probability going to be unanimity. I am 

afraid there is not going t o be any real story about rows. It spoils 

your stories, of course , but there vre are . 

Q. tl.r. President, the United Press carries a dispatch to.day from General 

(Douglas) IJacArthur ' s headquarters, indicating that the General still 

-- there is still a question as to whether be bas command of the naval 

forces . Would you say anything about t hat? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I can't. I haven't beard anything since I got back . I 

vrould have to check up . I think within his particular area that he is 

the Supreme Commander . Is that right John? (McCrea) 

CAPI'AIN t.:cCaEA.: Yes , sir. 

THE .PRESIDENT: Within the Southvrest area he is the Southvrest Commander, and 

that means air and land and - -and Navy. 

~ l!r . President, India \IllS anitted from the Pacific Council. Is there any 

chance of that being corrected? 

b _ __ _ -..:....__' -
\ 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think that the Pacific iaps the shores of India, as 

I remember it. 

Q. But Pacific operation.!!.. do. 

THE PRESIDENT: \'lhat? 

Q. Pacific operations do. 

THE PRESIDENT: Do they? Where? 

Q. In Burma . 

THE PRESIDENT: But that is not in the Pacific either . 

Now , as a matter of fact , of course, you will realize that on this 

general geographical question t he Pacific Ocean is generally -- and 

what might ba. cal~ed in lay terms -- considered to stop at Singapore , 

and that on the west side of Australia you begin t o get into the Paci­

fic Ocean - - I mean into the Indian Ocean. On the east side you are 

in the - - in the Pacific Ocean. And, proceeding according to what 

might be called a layman ' s explanation, everything west of Australia 

would be in the Indian Ocean area, and not the Pacific Ocean area . 

In fact "area" is probably not a good term . We are adopting a 

new tenn, called "theater ." The Pacific "theater," and the Indian 

"theater," which is a simpler word. You don't get- contused with sub­

a r eas like the Southwest area in the Pacific theater. 

Q. \'/ell , General l<acArthur•s control would have t o extend, t o some extent , 

into the Indian Ocean then , would it not, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. Where? 

~ On the west side or Australia? 

THE PRESIDENT: That - - that -- No , no -- I say t hings west of Australia 

are in the Indian Ocean area except for what might be called a reasonable 

distance out, where you are bo~~ to have a certain ·amount of over-

. . . 

.. 
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lapping in any theater . You don ' t have a brick wall . Planes might 

very easily fly from the Indian area into t he -- close to the edge of 

Australia, and vice versa. 

~ Mr. President, doe~ that lead to t he assumption that there will_ be a 

Near Eastern--Indian Ocean Council, in addition to the Southwest 
I 

Pacific Council? 

TRE PRESIDENI': That I don ' t know , what kind of a separate camnand t here 

would be in there , but certainly it is not - - it is not under - - under 

the Alnericans . 

Q. Well , you really have (Lieutenant l General (Joseph W.) S~ilwell in part 

of it . 

THE PRESID~'T: Yes . I was going to say - - you can' t -- you can' t put up 

a brick wall. Of course; China itself is naturally considered as 

being in the -- in the Pacific theater , and t here is al~~ys an ex-

cept ion to the rule. A 11 ttle southern corner of China does lap over 

into the Indian theater, and that is where Chinese troops under General 

Stilwell are now fighting. And of course relatively it is a very small 

portion of the Republic of China. Nearly all of it is in the Pacific 

area -- theater. 

Q Ur. ?resident, have you anything to say on the international cartels 

that have been discussed on the Hill -- the Standard Oil agreements , 

and the other s? 

THE PRES:q>Ef~: No . Don 't think -- don 't .{now what it was . 

G I mean the charge has been made , and later denied , that the United States 

~ 

has been deprived of certain products, such as buna· rubber and others , 

through the Standard Oil of New Jersey. 

· THE PRESID~~: To tell you the truth, I haven •t looked into that, I thought 
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you were going to talk about the nudist problem? (laughter) 

Q. Let ' s diseuse that too. 
' . 

Q. HaYe you anything to say on that, sir? 

'lHE PRESIDENT: No . All I can say about that nudist problem is that -- ot 

course this has got to be off the record, eo stop writing - - (cries of 

"Oh ," and laughter) - - I would have to be too careful if it was on the 

record. (more laughter) 

This is off the record. Of course, it is a very serious thing, 

these charges about the old gentleman (Maurice Parmelee, Board of 

Economic Welfare economist) having written a book on nudism eleven or 

twelve years ago, because of its - - it has entirely disrupted production 

in this country. It has slowed us down terribly - - everybody . You 

know, the circulation of the newspapers has almost doubled in the last 

forty-eight hours . But of course the worst is yet t o come - - t his is 

ott the ~ecord - - you are soon going to find out - - 1n fact same of 

you here never thought of it - - that t here is a much more seri ous 

t hing, which is almost BPing to stop the production of airplanes , and 

t anks , and ships , and t hings like that. 

YTe have discovered that in the House of Representatives itself , 

we have got something far worse than a nudist -- we have got an ex-

hibit1on1st \ (loud laughter) 

Q. Is t here just one, Mr . President? (more loud .l aught er) 

Q Thank you, t~ . President. 

(continued laughter) 

(Notebook VIII-PC , Page 47 --JR) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #816 
Execut1Te Office or the Pres ident 
April 3 , 1942 - - 11 . 00 A.M. ,E.w.T . 

VOICES: (to Earl Godwin , hobbling to his ohsir , using a cane to support a 

bandaged foot) Welcome home 1 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , look at the old boyt How are you? 

MR. GODWIN: Well, I · am gett i ng ready to escape the draft \ (laugllter) 
. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think that will help you, because they will put you 

in an armchair , like a lot of other people . (more lau~ter) 

MR. GOI111IN: Yes , sir , 

THE PRESIDENI': You look awfully well . 

MR . GO~TIN: Thank you , sir. 

TI-n:: PRESIDENT: You have put on a lot mor~t weight -- bad business • 

MR. GOI7.'1IN: If I could keep away from these cocktail parties, it would be 

all right. 

THE PRESIDEI-11': Yes. It must be Hell . Nobod,y ever gives me one. (laughter) 

Q ;·.e cen whip one up in a hurry for you, Ur . President . 

Q. Tam (Reynolds) is going off the wagon tanorr ow, we can fix it up. 

!.!R. GOD.flN: Russ YoUllg celebrated his 6oth birthday ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) ".Tho? 

MR. OOimiN: Russ Young . 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Yes, yes. Which was yesterday, wasn' t it? 

!.:R . GOI7iiiN: Yesterday. He looks better than he ever did. 

THE ~RE3IDENT : Yes . He is doing a gr and job, too . 

MR. GOVNIN: Swell. 

Q (to Mr . Early) Feeling better, Steve? 

MR • .&\RLY: Yes, 
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Q How did you do? (at Bowie) Did your fever get better about Noon? 

LIR. EARLY: No . Nothing got better. 

'mE PRESIDENI': Aren ' t they all caning in? 

MR. EARLY: (to the Pres ident) The Secr!lt Service put in a new check-

ott system. They call them name by name out t here . 

. - . 
THE PRESIDENT: Oh . · Compa ring fingerprints? (laughter) 

Q That ' s tor next week. · (more laughter) 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven ' t got - -: as far as news goes -- anything at all this 

morning. I want - -I want a little hel p . It' s a question or official 

correspondence, There are several agencies of the Government that 

want a t erm to designate the present ymr . And I don ' t want t o invent 

a term myself . I would rather it came from the - - down bel ow, instead 

of up on top. And I would like t o have some a dvice as to what t erm we 

should use. So far we have gone along with calling it the Second 

\Vorld War, as distinguished from the First World "liar. But I wish we 

could get a very short name that woul d have some connotation of t he 

f act that this is a a ~;ar for the preservation of smaller peoples 

and the Democracies of the world . How you can put t hat into one 

adjective, I don ' t know. It would be much better to put it into one 

ad ject ive . So if you people could be thinking it over -- you can write 

a story about the fact t hat a name is needed . I don ' t think Second 

World ilar is particularly effect ive . 

Q Are wars ever named while they are in progress? 

THE PRESIDENt': I think that lll8Y be true. 

Q There was the Hundred Years 1'/ar, and the Thirty Yeers War, and the Seven 

Yea r s war . 
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THE PRESIDENI': Yes, yes. 

MR . GOD'IIIN: (interposing) ;·;bat was the ---

~PRESIDENT: (continuing ) You are a cheerful fallow this morning. 

(laughter) 

'Q You notice I kept.shortening i t . 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes, (more laughter) 
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~. GO~N: Did the Civil War have a name when it was going on, do. you 

happen to know? 

THE PRES IDEm': i/ell, unfortunately, during the -- I think during the course 

of the Civil War in the North it was called by a term which was dis-

carded fa irly shortly afterwards . It was called the 'llar of the Rebel-

lion, because a lot ·of the v18r records tha t were published ai'ter the 

vmr were labeled by t hat - - that term . 

lffi . GOD:IDI: ( in~ar jecting) Yes . 

THE PRESIWIT: (continuing) But it didn' t set very well , and was abandoned 

very soon. 

Q. Mr . President, during the War of t he American Revolution, any reference 

t o The Revolution during that war meant the Revolution of 1688. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , thr.t is perfectly true. VIall, we will try to find 

something . Somebody suggested "The 1\'ar wi th the Axis Powers." ".'iell , 

that t akes too much :paper and i nk . 

<:: !cl-. President , would Y!lll mind calling it, eo far as the enemy is con-

cerned , tha "GIP" ,\o.r -- for German -- Italian Japanese - - -

TH3 PRESIDE~: (interjecting) That's ri ght. 

-Q. (continuing ) --- the "GIP" War? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT : I don't think I have got anything else at all, except t hat 

this i s all part -- I might say one other t~ing that went out yesterday 
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from the Budget Director and ~eyself, 81ld that was a checkup by the 

dif ferent departments in ail effort to save paper. You will all be 

pleased to bear tmt. The less paper we use the more paper there will 

be for the newspapers. 

q Are you in favor or that? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes, sure . (laug)lter ) 

They have had to come -- for instance, i n J::ngland nearly all ot 

their official s tuff is written on both sides of the page . You· have 

seen that . Q.uite a lot of the stuff I get from Angland is written on 

both s ides of the page , Of course we never do that on a typewri t ar . 

MR , GOD'IIIN: \'is get it from t he "Nar Oe!flrtment -- mimeographed on both 

sides of the page 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Do you? 

MR. GO!J.I"IN: (continuing) --- on stuff that 

q (interposing) A lot of it . 

Q A great deal of it . 

THE PRESID3Nl': 17e ought to do more of it , 

Q It means you have t o have two people to paste t hem up. (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: t.:athematically correct. 

Q Practically correct . (more laughter) 

0 ~ . President, can you tell us anything , sir, about your di scussions 

wit h the Pac ific ~ar Counc il? 

TH:: PRESI:)ENT: It 1\SS a very successful meeting . I think \•;e meet a gain on 

"llednesday next, is that right? 

CAPl'AIN McCREA: Tues.Jay , wasn' t it? 

Q. They said yesterday , Tuesday. 

'l'fiE PRESIDENT: l'lai t a minute -- hold on. 
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CAPTAIN McCREA: You said that we would meet on the 8th , a week t rom that 

~ednesday , whi ch was the lat . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . ~ednesday. 

CAPT.JN McCREA: The 8th, at U , )O . 

Q Mr . President, do you plan to participat e i n aey way in the observance - .. 
ot Pan Ameri can Day on Apri l 14t h? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. 

• - Q In what respect? 

THE PRESIDENI': I thi nk t )ley are all comi ng over here instead of my goi ng 

over t here thi s year. They are all coming over here . 

Q Do you speak? 

THE 'PRESIDE~IT: I don ' t think so . 

Q Ur . President , are you seeing the Labor group today? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . They are coming in a t twelve o ' clock. 

lf.R. COOOIN: ~ihen? 

THE PRESIDENT: Twelve. 

<:. Do you expect , sir, to discuss questions of personnel for war industries 

1vith this group, or is some other specific problem coming up? 

THE PRESIDENT: No specific problem. Probably touch on them all. 

I.:R. CODWIU: Do you expect to heve -- can v:e expect a s harp story out of 

this Labor group ---
. 

'liD: PRESIDENT: (interjecting) No . 

!.JR . GODWIN: (continuing) an important announcement , or anything of 

that sort? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no . 

Q Mr. Pre sident, there has been.consider able discussion lately -- you might 

s ay e lot of smoke more than f i r e -- about consolidating information 

i 
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agencies _in the Government. 

THE PRESIDm.'T: Yes. .1e are all working on it 1 and it is an awfully diffi-

cult technical problem, as you can well 1mag1ne . 

Q (interposing) Ur. President - -

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And I have been doing a lot of studying on 

it. A.nd I haven ' t -- I haven't got anything yet that is satisfying. 

Q Is there any truth to the report that Casey Jones (managing editor of 

the Vlasbington Post) might bead it? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Neither Casey nor Jesse . (laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, t here have been repp;-ts that one man would -- would head 

THE PRESIDENT : (interposing) Pete, there is no use in my talking about 

it . or course, as I say, -- what? -- t here are half a dozen different 

ways of doing i t, and I haven't got anythi ng yet . 

Q. You haven't got to that stage yet? 

THE PRES! DENT: No. 

Q l.!r . President , •J:oul d you care to comm.ent on llartin Dies ' solution for 

the -- the solution that everybody he names be fired? 

TH2 PRESIDIDtT: I thitik ~hat I said the other day covers a multitude of 

sins . (laughter) 

~ Is that still off the record, Mr . Presi dent? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , t hat is a perfectly normal remark . That is all right 

to print that -- a multitude of sins. 

Q. I mean the original remark? 

THE PRESIDENT: I gue ss so . It's pretty l'lell around town. (laughter) 

Q You mean it has done its work? 

Ti lE PRc:JI D.::l.'T: ;That? 

~ You mean it has done its work? 

/ 
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THE PRESIDJ:ln': I think it bas done its work. 

!.I.R. GODWIN: (aside) How about this? 

/1816 - - 7 

Q. L1r . President, have you received any report from your representative 
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in the Vatican, on the report t hat the Vatican and Tokyo are about t o 

exchange representat ives? 

THE PRESIDENI': ;·/ell , this is only from recollection. I would like t o - ­

you had bett er check on it -- as I understand it, the Vatican is ex­

~langing representatives with Tokyo, and Chungking. 

Q. And Chungking too? 

THE PRESIDEN'l': Yes . 

Q. (interposing) 

TltE PRESIDENT : 

Mr . President, may we expect soon ---

(continuing) I think you had better qualify that, and say 

tha t t hey are discussing exchanging representat ives , because I think 

that i s safer. 

~ Si r, may we expect soon the naming of a new Ambassador to Spain to suc-

ceed t!r . (Alexander 11 . ) ?leddell? 

TIE PRESIDZ:n>: Very soon . I an just v.-aiting for the Senate to meet . 

Q. t!r . President , do you expect to have a perrr~ent representative at the 

Holy See too? • 

THE PRESIDE~'!' : 'Jell , I can' t tell. I can' t tell. 

Q (interposing) Mr. . President , the official - --

THE PRESIDE1'1': (continuing) It is a question of transportation. 

~ The official British wireless the official British wir eless , the 

day before yesterday, announced that Brita in had called t o the etten~ 

tion of t he Vatican the anxiety with which it would view the exchange 

of diplomat i c representatives between the Vatican and Tokyo . Did we 

melee some such si milar r epresentat i on? 

, 
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THE PRE3IDCNI': No . No , no , no. I didn ' t even know that. 

Q. Mr. President, is Chile classed with the Argentine in regard to defense 

materials? 

THE PRESIDENT: How do you mean? 

Q. ~/ell , ---

Ti1E PRESID!ll'l': (interposing) They are both getting t hem, I think. 

Q. Are they both getting them? 

THE PP.ESIJENT: I t hink so . 

c; Mr. Pres i dent , a very serious q_uestion was raised this morning -- a re-

port that the i'lar Production J:josrd is banning the use of tin pl ate 

for beer caps . 

~ PRESIDE1~ : That is serious . 

Q. Eave the brain- power s of t he Goverll!ttent been saddled with the problem 

of finding a substitute for t hat? 

THE PR.&3ID3lll' : t:o . But I guess we could work out something , of course , 

and get one which is a little easier, and cheaper, and quicker all 

right . (laughter) 

Q Thank you, Mr . President. 

Q Thank you, L.r . Pre sident . 

. . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press Conference #817 
Executive Office of the President 
April 7 , 1942 - - 4.10 P .~ .,E .W .T . 

~'R . GO!l?IN: How do you do , Mr . Presi dent ? 

• 

THE PR::siDENl': How are you coming along? All right? 
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~. GODWIN: Can ' t dance ve ry well . Steve says I am back t o normal . (laught er) 

THE PRESID1'Nl' : You ought t o have a talk with "Pa" ( ~Iatson) . Ho has taken off 

11 pounds . 

MR . GODWIN: How do you do it? 

THE PID:SIDENI': I don ' t know. 

MR. GODWIN: I haven ' t eat en anythi ng since l unch . (laughter) 

Q Carrying that Pbi Beta Kappa key . 

THE PRESI DENT: \',!here does he wear it? ','/here does he wear it? 

Q I t hink on his pencil chai n , or something . 

MR. GOD;'fiN: I think I will have a talk with him . 

THE PRE.':>IDl::Nl': Yes • 

nbat •s that, your draft notice? (l~ughter) (Earl Godwin' s papers 

spread out on the desk) 

I.:R . GOIY.?I N: That comes off pretty ouick , doesn ' t it? 

THE PRESIDEJ./1': Yes , sir . 

L:R. OONKLDSON: All in . 

THE PRESIDENT : I had a nice story for you , a nd Bt evv(Early) told me I can' t 

use it until Friday , 

MR. GODi'II N: (aside) Oh , nuts . 
-~ ' · 

THI!: PRESID..:Nr : (cont i nuing) - -- so I am st uck . I have nothing . 

!.:R. GOD'.'lHl: I notice , sir - - was that the end of your statement? (.laughter) 

THE PRESIDEt:T : Yes . 
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tJR. GOI7.VHl: I notice - - I notice in connection with Army Day your u se or the 

term "total war . " Is t hat the term that you have decided to use for t his .· 
war, instead or - - -

'ffiE PR!':SIDENT: No , no , no . There is nothing original about that , anyway. 

Q Have there been any gpod suggestions on that? 

THE l?RESI!lENI': Not ver y good yet . 

Q. >lhat do you think or t hi s one : "The Peoples ' 7.ar!'? 

TH.E PRESIDE!\'!' : Yes , yes, - - -

Q (interposing) l.lr . President 

TH.E PRESIDENI': (continuing) - -- might have to characterize the " peoples •11 

Q Do you have a ny comment on t hat Anthracite Cpmmission r eport ? 

THE PRRSI~~ : No , except I thi nk - - I thiP~ I can say th~s, tha~t is -- as a 

-- as a temporary thing it is a def i nite contribution . In other words, i t 

advocates the putting in of industries in a section of the country where 

there is a large population with -- without enough work mining coal, which 

could very usefully in vartime turn its attention to certain industries . 

It isn ' t of course the final solution of the problem, but it calls for 

further studies on that, and it is a thing that at the end of t he war we 
' 

will have t o take up as one or the important might call it the "area" 

problem . 

~ !:.r . President, it \'las reForted from India last week that you might mediate 

the diffe.·ences bt~tweec the Indi an leaders ana the British government . Have 

' 
you any ideas either on that or any other phases of the I ndian question? 
_; 

T'r!E PRESIDE:lT : No . , •one at all. 

Q. ~. President , can you tell us anyt!ling of your confe1·ence witu t he Attorney 

General (Francis Biddle) and L!r . (J . Edgar) Hoover? 

Tllli PRESIDl11i': '.'lell , we were talking about intelligence -- of course , with that 

·11 
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group t here t hat is an obvious thing (l,_aughter) ;;_- and information, 

and propaganda , and anti-propaganda . I don't think you can get a story out 

of it beca use most of: it was highly confi dential. 

Q ~r. President, there is a story this morning to the effect t hat plans for t he 

Navy to operate t he t!erchant Uarille had been brought in? 

THE PREs IDEm': No . They have not . , 

~ They have not? 

THE PR<!:SIDENT: l\o . No . 

Q Mr . President, the crowd in the House that is trying to resolve t his diffi-

culty about State taxes on defe.nse contracts seems to have run into quite 

a lot of difficul t y . 

THS PRESID:SUI': {interjecting) I did too . 

~ (continui ng) Have you ---

Tl!E P!B:t"''DENT: (interjecting) A long time ago. ( 
Q (continuing) --- seen any formula? P.ave you discussed with them ---

THE Pl55I D!!:NT: {interposing) No . I didn ' t know they had taken it up. 

·~ It's the fi ght about income taxes , gasoline taxes ---

TF~ PRESIDEi~~ : (inter jecting) Yes . 

~ (continuing) --- and all that stuff. 

THE: PR3aiDE1tr: ay tr.e ~;ays and L!eans Committee? 

~ Yes . The .. aye and Leans Committee did report on a bi ll. Then they ran into 

great diffi culties to amen~ i t . ;<ow they have got three or four amendments . 

TV~ PRES!~~ : I haven ' t heard of it at all , about what t hey have done , but as 

you know , we t ook it up about ei ght or t en months a.;o ---

C. (inte r jecting) A year ago. 

THE PRlliiDENT : (continuin >) --- and it has never ye t been solved . --
·4 Lr . President, ~nat are your ideas on the principle of any of the States 
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taxin~ defense, disregarding the details or how it can be worll:ed out? 

Do you favor changing the State Taxes -- the cost plus 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I don 't know, Pete , what I favor . 

Q What? 

THE PRE:>IDEm': I don ' t know what I favor . Of course, the problem is :~:eally --

·is really this: t hat should the -- should the Federal Government stand the 

cost of certain State taxes on ~he creation of Federal activities and 

Federal public works? Under the pre~ent system the States taxing Federal 

contractors and their machinery, and so f orth and so on, doi ng work for 

,the Federal Government, it hel ps t he State financially and it hurts the 

Federal Government financi ally . 

Q One of the arguments tl~t t hi s -- Federal expenditures in the State aoes 

increase the State ' s taxes, because the State taxes the retail purchases 

of the workers, ---

TI:IE PRESin::::rr: (interjecting) Yes, yes . 

~ (continuins ) --- and that t he point vres that if you don ' • change tho law it 

will cost about a billion doll~rs . 

TlfZ ?i!::::;I!E~:T : Yes . There you are • 

.., The quest ion is whether to subsidize the States? 

TiiE P~IDZi~: It is perfectly true . You have stated it very fa i rly and 

clea1·1y. (laughter) I don ' t kno•;; the answer . 

"1. 1.11' . President~ as a corol lary, 1 t has been reported that you are giving some 

study, 011 have studied the mett er, whether we should suspend some of the 

State laws which set 11p varying r est r ictions on Interstate Commerce on the 

toru:iae;e of trucks , end that sort of t hi ng, for the durat ion of the war, 
. ·. 

in order to ~implify and broaden the action? 

THE PRE3IDEliT: I thin': there ·,;ere sane States -- I think Kentucky I wasn' t 1 t •' . 

·. 
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.!lac (Marvin H. Mcintyre), that bad very, very drastic restrictions on size? 

Q There is quite a diversity of State laws. 

THE PRES!~~: There is quite a diversity, and it ought to be made - - as an 

emergency measure only - - more p'ossible for a truck that is engaged in de-

tense work t o go frQII one portion of the country to another portion or the 

country without running foul or State law. 

o< Well, isn' t - - is it possible that you will - - you will take up that problem 

with the Governors before long? 

THE PRC:S:rm:NT: I th.ink it bas been taken up, in some eases, but I a m not dead 

sure. You had better check on it . 

Q Mr. President, the Morgenthau tax plan would double the income t axes of J.lem-

bars of Congress, raising it from l thousand to 2 thousand dollars or a 

l1 ttle over . Have you rigured up what it would cost you? 

THE PRESIDEN.r: Not for next year . I t • s bad enough now . (laughter) 

Q ?iell, that does not incline you toward a general sales tax, does it? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . No , - --

Q (interposing) !.!r. President, have you had 

THZ PRESIDENT : (continuing) --- in spite of great personal hardship . (more 

- laughter) 

Q Mr . President , have you had any late reports on plans for further increased 

use of the inland Mlterways alo1J8 the Atlantic coast? 

THE PRESID~ Yes. I have been discussing the matter with Judge (Joseph J . ) 

lt!anstield, and quite a number of other people -- Joe Eastman , etcetera. And 

we Ill'S increasing the use of the inland waterNays rrom you had better 

check on this -- I think it is from Jacksonville north we can get an 

eleven-foot channel -- I think I am right. But from Jacksonville south 

.. 

•• 
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it is only about a six-foot channel . And , of course, there is no way of 

getting across Florida . You would have to go - - either ~~Y -- around Key 

\'lest . But don' t start a controversy about the Flori da Canal - -Ship Canal 

this t i me . (laught er) And once you get around t o Georgia you do have a 

pretty good c!lannel along the Gulf coast . But that gap from Jacksonville 

round t o Georgia or Alabama is only six feet . Of course that almost pre­

cludes the use of those canals . You have t o have a t r ansfer of cargo . 

And I think i t would take probably t oo long to deepen out those channels , 

or build as we cal l it a di ke --a creek -- that is a pol ite word -- across 

lo' lorida . Probably t ake too l ong t o do i t now. To start it now 1 t would 

use up an awful lot of valuable manpower and machinery. de wi l l have to 

do the best we can with what we have got at the present time . But i t 1 s 

we - - we -- we are laying pl a.ns for the greater use ·of it . 

One of the studies that I {;Ot under way at the present tinle -- !!.aine 

papers please copy -- where is (!Cay Craig) -- she isn' t here today? --­

(laufl}tter) --- is the building of wooden barges in those old yards up in 

t he State of ~ine , and ~ew Hampshire , and certain port i ons of ~assachusetts 

and Connecticut , vthe r e they used to build the old wooden schooners -- and 

there are st ill a lot of old people t hat are awfully good sbipvtrights --

and bUild wooden barges primarily for use on the -- on t hese cana l s, where 

they can be us~d vnth a maximum draft of less than elever. feet . That is a 

perfectly possible t hing to do , wi thout i nterfering with steel shi pping . 

Q. Do the "Sea Otters" fi gure into t his consi deration? 

TH:i: PRE;:.!Dl::llr: No . 

Q They don ' t? • 

Q Ur . President , has any thoueht been gi ven to a pipeline across the neck of 

Florida, from ta~~er to tanke r? \ 
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"- (interposing) ~. Pres i dent , have you inquired into the feasibility of con­

crete self- propelled barges? There has been some talk about t hat . 

THE PRESID~~ : Yea , but when you come down to concrete self - propelled bar ges it 

ie a whole l ot cheaper, end easier to launch, and use material that ie more 

available , to build them out of ~Qod. 

Q l!.r . Presi dent, can you tell us, sir, about your conversation with the Paci­

f ic IVar Council today? 

THE PRESIDENT: "llell, I sup.oose - - I s uppose the only t hing that I can say is 

that we aiscussed a ~reat many of the things that we talked ··about before , 

and a Rreat many new matters which would <;orne up in the Pacific every 

single week t hat goes by . There ·11ill be a lot of new problems coma up, 

because the whole probbem of the ~~r i n the Pacific region, and the con­

nection of t ha t region with other regions, they vary from week t o week . 

As one of the members' said to me , "You know, it is a prett y good record 

here . 1ie have bad two mt~etings , and there isn' t a beadline or dissension 

in either meeting." 

~ Lord Halifax told us , sir , that you hed g iven the Council a review of the 

American re i n:forcen;ents, bot h in terms or men --­

THE PRESID~~ : ( interjecting) Yes . 

~ (continuin~) ---·and materiel ---

THE PRESIDlli'fl': (interjecting) That's right . 

Q. ( continuinc,) --- i n the Pocific, and that be was very encourased. 

THJ:: P~SIDEl.T : Yes . 

Q. Is there anything you c ould say beyond that, within the limits of military 

in:format ion? 

·' 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I can. 

Q Mr. President , in your t alk w1 th the Attorney General this afternoon, did 

you d iscuss the Sedition Laws , an.d how t ha t policy could be sti f f ened? 
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THE PRESIDENI': No , except in one particular. It doesn't relate t o AmeriC8.118 i n 

this country, or t o t his country . And I can' t tell you the details of that, 

because t hey might skip out. 

Q Amer}oans in thi s - - ·I di dn 't get t hat . Americans in t his country? 

THE PRESIDENI': It did not relate t o Americans in this country. 

Q. Mr . President , there are stories from New Delhi this att.e rnoon t hat Pandit 

(Jawaharlal) Nehru has sent a message t o you. Have you received - - -

'IRE PRESIDENT: (interposina) I don't know. I haven ' t received any message . 

Q Can you report any progress on your Information revision program on consoli­

dating ---

THE PRESIDE!>t"T: (inter posing) No, except we are working on i t very hard. That 

i s one of the thinas I talked to the Attorney General on -- this group t hat 

was in. 

Q Several weeks ago, sir , you told us that you were then considering, among 

other things, a plan for controling 7:ages as well as prices. AJ:e those 

studies developed any further? Is there anything you could tell us? 

THE PRESID~1I': I think so . I think t hey are coming along. 

~ (interposing) Can you give us any clue - --

THE PRESIDENI': ( continuing) I wouldn ' t g1 ve you any date, because f rom past 

experience , when I say a date in my own mind , it takes t1'11ce as lona . 

Q (interposing) Can you ; ive us 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) But we are coming along. 

Q Can you s iTe us a clue or direction toward v;hich they are going? 

. • THE PRESIDEl-I"T: I can g1 ve you a clue , if you won ' t -- well , I hope your guess 
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will be good, That • s all I can say, I hope your interpret at ion of my 

few choice words will be - - will be fairly good . 

I have been thinking -- trying to think in terms of the average man, 
. 

wana.n and child in this country. And there are two salient fact or s . The 

first is: a fellow , even in tUne of war , t h i nks a great deal , and very, 

very rightly, as t o what it costs hUn and his family t o live . And the 

second is that the average man, wanan and child - - not even average , but 

the overwhelming majority in both cases -- are patriotic and want to do all 

they can to turn out thi ngs that are needed in the war . 

And then the then t here is one other thing , which is a sort of a 

corollary to it, I have been giving a gpod deal of study to certain o~her 

studies that have been made. ill regard to the output of the human bei.ng. 

And I have never seen that stressed. During the World War and after it --

Oh, tor t en years -- a great many studies have been made in - - here, and 

in Great Britain, and on the Continen~ of Europe , as to the most --the 

number of hours per week: which, week: in and week: out , will turn out , 

the most goods . 

And that is something that you can- all follow up. I will gi ve you a 

lead . It was found definitely, for exam.ple , that everybody is agreed that 

the average human being i n industry turns out more goods , week in and week 

out , 1~en t hey work: 48 hours a week than when they work 60 hours a week . 

That is something t hat the people of this country ought t o examine and get 

into their heeds . 

I think it \'las !Jr . (Henry) Ford, a great many years ago, who said 

t bst over 48 hours -- or it may have been over 44 hours, I don ' t know which 

-- anyl\'ay, it was a reasonably small number of hours -- anything over that 

doesn ' t count for an a ddition t o pr oduction -- does not increase the total 

{_ 
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stll1'r that he turns_out witll his hands . 
# 

Saying which, writ e your stories . 

Q. !.!r. President , in your l etter to the United Auto Workers , you said t hat no 

. ·~ ... 
employer or group . of employees should pr ofit f r om the relinquishment or 

double pay. 

TRE PRESI DENT: (interjecting) Yes . 

Q ( continuin~) Have you any method of implementing that? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I haven' t t hougbt -out any specific method yet . I think 

it can be done by discouragement of double pey . But a practical way of 

doing it is not -- have none . 

Q. Mr. President, you referred to the human out put per person, a nd increasing 

the output or each men worki ng in t he plant . Would you consider t he pro-

posal Vlhich was made sometime ego for bonuses to -- cash bonuses to workers 

who -- who turn out a great er number of pieces, as ---

THE PRESID~'T : ( interposing) I am utterly opposed , first, to the piecework 

system in peacetime , and to its extension, especially in time of war , be-

cause I think most people in time of war are goi ng to turn out all they 

can without bonuses. I don ' t l ike the bonus method . 

Q t.:r. Pre sident , regarding thnt Anthracit e report again , can you say what the 

prospect s are for following out its emergency recommendations of putting 

~ in war plants 

t'" 
lt' 'l'H:: PlESIDE?lT: (interposing) I sent it over to the !l:rmy and Navy , and the --

' -<( 

\ .., 
what • s the name or t he board ---

L!R. EI\RL Y : (interjecting ) Nelson . 
LWa.. ~ .. .w..t.~,l~o ..... cl rj 
Allocations Board - --THE PR!:SIDE:;T: (continuing ) --- the 

!.:R . ,:ARLY: ( i nterjecting) :!elson . 

THE ¥nE5IDEIIl' : (continuing) - - - t he plant Board , and also •t o .. ,p .B. ( \'lar Pro-

_, 

. . . .. :::?llllia.f 
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duction Board), to try to locate some industries in that region . 

Q Mr . President, we are having a little~~ of our own in Pennsylvania. The 

Der.ocratic State Chairman up there gave an interview t o t he press two or 

three days ago , saying he could say without fear of contradiction t hat you 

favor the nomination of Dr. (Luther) Harr for governor. I would like to 

have your comment. 

THE P~IDENT: 7/ell, I haven' t favored the nomination of anyone for governor. 

In fact , I gpt to the point - - this is off the record, it will have to be 

about two months ago, and I decided not to read any Philadelphia papers 

(laught er) -- so I wouldn't know anything about Pennsyl vania State 

politics. (more laughter) 

~ Tha t still goes? 

THE PRESI DEI'tr: And I stuck to it • 

Q Is the first sentence on the record, llr . President? I am in favor -- before 

you seid it vms off the record, you made the remark that you have not favored 

nomination of anyone for governor? 

THE PRESD:::.:11T: That's all ri.;ht. 

~. SAaLY: (interjecting) That ' s on. 

THE PRESID:sl\T: (continuing) You can use t~at . 

l.:R . ~Y: That ' s on . 

VOICES : Thank you, Ur . President . 
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CONFID::l:TIAL 
Press Conference #818 
Executive Office of the President 
April 10 , 1942 -- 10 . 50 A.~! . , E.i'i .T . 

THE PRESIDOO: Where• s the h8l!lller? ':lhere ' s the hammer? (gavel) 

!!R . EAR:.Y: Sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , here it is . (laughter) 

Q. !light keep us in order?· 

THE PRESID!!l\'T: ".'/hat? 

~ l·.:ight keep us in order? 

THE PRE::>IDEtn': Yes , 

(to John Henry) : All r eady to make your speech? 

~JR . JOHN HENRY: ·::ell , not a very good one, V.r . President . 

It .. e ' ll cheer anyway , John. 

THE PRES I IP...I\'1': \'ll:la t? 

.l, l'/e ' 11 che~r anyvrey. 

THE PRESID~'l': Oh , Yes • 

:.J~ . DONALDSON: All in . 

270 

' 

THE PRi:SIDEl-11': I have a 11 ttle -- carrying out e promise -- e little present to 

give to the president of The wnite House Correspondents' hSSOCiation . I " 

found it at Hyde Park. It is one of the gavels that was used in the 1936 

Democratic l!ational Convention . And it is very simple . It is just plain 

wordine . It says , "ill:!ite House Correspondents ' Association , from ~· .o. R,, 

1942." 

And you will notice that I am handing it handle first to John Henry . 

• 
(lauehter) 

!.lR . J OHl! Hl!:rl'RY: Thank you , sir . I ho;~:e we will be able t o preserve the' old 

order and not the new order . (laughter) 

' 
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THE PRESIDENI': I don ' t think I have anything today. 

or course we all feel badly about Bataan. Thal'& isn' t any further 

news, except a very grand message from General (Jonathan M. ) l'lainwright , 

which I - - to thank me tor what I had sent him. Just one part of that mas-

' sage that I think t hat you can use - - just a f ew words: "our flag on thi s 

beleaguered i&land fortress still flies. " 

~ Pid that come in this mornin$ , sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: rrhat? 

~ Did that come in this morning, sir? 

THE PRESID1l:Nl': Yes , yes . 

~ That is from Correg idor, is it, sir? 

THE PRESIDE!n': Yes . 

Q Mr . President, did you have a conference t hi s morning with~. ~ales , Ur . 

Morgenthau and the Vice President? 

TI:!E PRESII>Et"T: l~o . No . Haven' t seen anybody this morning . 

Q tir . President, is t he Administration contemplating some anti-inflation drive? 

THE PRESIDE~IT : Yes . 

Q Is there some general plan? 

THE PRESIDEt?l': Yes . It • e cOllling to a head . 

~ Could you tell us anything further? 

THE P!BSIDENT : No. 

r. Coul d you say whether an increase in the tax bill is part of it? 

THE PRESIDENT: I can't tell you anything about it, because it hasn't jelled. . .. , 

Q. ll.r . President, what has become of the 2 billion -- the proposed 2 billion in-

crease in Social ~ecurity taxes? 
' 

TI:!E PRESI:re!ll': Well , t hat 18 part of the tax t hing -- a nd I said I couldn' t say 

anything about it . 
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~ !.:r. President , could you tell' us anything about the reports you ore gettill8 

1'ran Louie Johnson in India? 
.. 

T'!Z PRESID3NT: I haven ' t had anything for -- Oh, I don't know, what? -- yeste~ 

day morning early, and just the same - - the same stuff that you have had 

that has been published . No t hing different in it . 

Q. Anythill8 new on the war information setup , !.ir. President? 

THE PRESID.Eli'T : On what? 

Q. On this war information setup? 

THE PRESIDENI': No . Not yet. 

Q Mr • .President , bas any plan reached you yet for bringing the tr.erchant !Larine 

into the Navy? secretary Kbox indicated t hat you were consi deri ng i t? 

THE PRESIDEln': I haven ' t heard a word about it. Literally not a wo'rd • 

.._ J:r . President , can you tell what the present status is of the -- oi' the bill 

f or the care of soldiers' ciependents? I understood t he Bureau of the Bud­

get had: sent 1 t over to the :\'hite House . 

THE PRESIDE!\'!': I haven ' t got it yet. I don't kno1;. 

Q "/ould you car~ to say anything about the 3Bneral subject? 

TEE P~IDE:~ : I don ' t think so. I haven' t -- I haven ' t even studied it . It 

is supposed to be coming to me . 

~ Mr . President , any plans being made £or the -- us older people to regiater on 

April 26 or 27? 

THE PRZSIDENI' : Oh , I run having a party • . 

Q. You are having a purty? 

THE PRESID.Eli'T : Yes . .ie are a ll having a party. 

~ Everybody at that a ge? 

THE PRESID!.::IT: ,.'Verybody over 45. 

Q Easter eggs? 

I 

• 



• 

II 

( 

#818 -- 4 273 

THE PRESIDENT: !!oat - - a lot of the people in this room are all having a party • 

~ Ur . President, can you comment at this time on the situation in India? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. As I say, I haven 't heard anythin.; since 

yesterday morning early . 

On that registretion, Pete, I think t hat y :•u could say something like 

this -- all of you - - and t hat is the whole thing relates more or less to 

manpower -- and manpower includes womanpovrer too -- and we are seriously - . 
considering voluntary r egist ration for all women from 18 to 65 . One trouble 

-- one difficulty or t his is the number of people v;ho would come forward and 

enroll -- the mechanical d i ffi culties of gett ing the machinery going, that 

is why . We did t alk about having something like that - - voluntary regis-

tration for women on the same dat e, April 27, but the 1nechanics were too 

difficult because we would have had so many vromen. They haven' t worked out 

the ouest ions and printed the cards, s o probably i f the t hing -- I say very 

definitely , if anything like that goes through there would be a voluntary 

registrat ion date set for a later time , 

:;. Could the mechanics of it be assig)led to the women? 

THE PRESID£1\T: 7/hat? 

( Could the mecbanics of it be assigned to the v.omen? 

TIC PRESIDZ!:'.i.' : I think that is one or the things they are talkina; about too. 

C Vihat would be done w1 th these. women, sir? 

THE ?R.'~.:3I01!:NT : Find out ! (loud laughter) 

It ?lr . President, is there anything you could say yet about the Government •& plans 

for t he overall handling of the ent i re manpower problem, the channeling of 

' . t hese people into the proper war industr ia s and the whole - - the whole sub-

j ect that you have beeu working on for several weeks? 

TilE P!lESIDEl·11' : llo , except this : t hat one of t he real proble1ns in setting up 

' • 
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machinery on the - - on handli ng the manpower and womanpower effort, we know 

-
llhat t hey can do and where they are , and so forth and so on training. In 

my mind it i s a quest i on really of whet her we want to set up a complet ely 

new or gani zation on t hat , or whether~~ want t o set up a mere supervision 

oentTal s upervision over a great wBny agenci es of the Government t hat are 

now actively and actually engaged i n the use snd allocat ion of manpower and 

v10manpower . ole have , of course, a good •.• any organi zations whi ch are carry-

i ns on the funct ions at the present time . •iell , I can' t thi nk of al l of the 

organizations. I suppose the Employment Service is the -- is the largest 

i n point of numbers , a l though it may be exceeded I don ' t lalow - - by t he 

the individual plants who are running tbetr own service, taking peopl e 

taking people in and traininG them. Ther e is vocational educat ion --

there is N.Y.A. -- gener al supervi sion by the Labor Division of W.P .B. 

( ,.ar Production Boc.rd) I may have left some important ones out, but that 

is t he general tdea . In ot her words , we have t he machinery , and do we want 

to set up a nother complete agency of Gover~ent t o take over all of that 

machinery? I t may be poss ible to arrive at the same t hing through a rather 

small -- Oh , I hate the t•:ord, but have to use it: coordinating connnittee , 

t o see that they all tie in together . Thut hasn ' t been set . 

Q Has you r Cabinet c ommittee , which has been studying this problem for you , 

reported as yet? 
• 

THE PREJIDSJI1I' : Only verbally . 

""- Only verbally? 

THE PRE::> ID!::t<r: ::e have tulked about it at almost every meeting . 

~ The Labor eroup have made r~commendations , have they not , to go int o the De-

partment of Labor? 

• THE PRESIDE1'T: Yes , yes • . 
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Q ~. Pres ident, are there any plans for a super- labor body of any k ind? 

THE FRESIDE!n': No , no . 
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Q When do you think, sir, that a decision might be reached on this questi on? 

THE PftE.SIDWI': Oh , probably ;'lithin a week . 

Q Within a week. 

THE PRESIDENT : (adding) But don ' t hold me to it . 

Q Mr. President, have you heard anyt hing fran L!r . (Harry) Hopki ns or General 

( Oeorge C. ) !.iarshall , or do you expect to? 

THE PRESIDE1~ : Yes . I have had a report of progress . 

Q Anything from Jesse Jones (Secretary of Commerce) or .O:ugene Meyer (publisher 

of The Washington Post) since their fight? 

THE PRESIDI!!NT: I have no news . (laughter) 

Q Mr . President , are you in a neutral corner on that? 

THE :PaE:3IDENT: ~7bat? 

Q Are you i n a neutral corner on that? 

TliE PRE.:iiDE.,T : I hope they don't r~e me the Uffipire -- (more laughter) -- or the 

referee . That would be bad. 

Q. Are you counting t ioe? 

TH~ PRES! n::;:n-: J:ha t? 

o Are you counting time? 

THE PRESIDSNT: (the President laughed i n reply) However, I can say this , but 

not for quotat ion : I hope that there won't be a second round . (laughter) 

<;. I think we have got to put 1 t on the sports page. 

THE PRESIDENT: ':lha t? 

Q Do you think we ought to put it on the sports page? 

THE PRESID::!l'JT: (soft l y) Yes . 

1 Q. t!r . President, how are we t o take t hat remark, that there should be no second 



'• 

• 
, 

. ' . . 

round? 

(the President lau&hed in reply) 

Q Thank you, t:r. President . 

Q Thank you , Ur . President. 

•t-

• • 

·-
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