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~ Good afternoon , sir. 

\ 

~ This is the best -- best baseball weather yet. 

'mE PRESIDENI': You bet it is . Don' t rub it in. (laughter) 

MR , OOt!UDSON: All 1n , 
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THE PRESIDENT: I have a I would almost say a request to make . The U. s . 

o. , and the Red qross, and the American Library Association have spon­

s ored a campaign toprovide 10 million books for soldiers , sailors and 

~rines wherever they may be , and they are planning to have Friday, 

April 17, as Victory Book Day, This campaign has been going on for 

a short time , and they have already g:>t 5 million books for the soldiers, 

sailors and Marines , and they want 5 milli on more . 

The plan is that on Friday the milkman, the bakery, the department 

store delivery truclc , and everybody else, is t o be autbol'ized to pick 

up t he books. And school chil dren, boys and girls in high s chools and 

colleges will be asked t o brins books for the fighting men to their 

school on that day. :.:otion picture houses are going to collect books 

on that day . And this campaign has already bad a great de al of sup-

port from many neVIs papers throughout the country, who have put on t he 

"Give a Book" campaign. They deserve a word or thanks , plus a request 

to r ene1•: t heir efforts, and the effort~ or the radio people , t o carry 

on until the needed 10 million_books are in the hands of the armed forces 

of the country. 

So t hat is a word of encouragement t o all of you to get i n on this 

campaign. 
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l.!R . COilVIN: Yes . 

Q l.!r. P'esident, do you have any suggest ions as to what sort of books 

should be contributed? 

THA PRESIDENT: Yes . Aeything - - except al.geb~s. (laughter) \lell , in other 

words, the kind of book t hat you would read in your own family. I sup­

pose that is the easiest criterion -- interest you and the family . 

Q Ur . President, is Gover nor (Herbert) Lehman of New York coming to Wash-

ington, or going to enter the Government i n so~ offi cial capacity? 

THE PRESIDEm': Oh , I have never heard of it, except from newspaper stori es . 

Q. (interposing) Do you think it would be a good idea? 

.THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) The only inf ormati on I have whatsoever. 

Q. l.!r . President , have you found a name yet for the global war? 

THE PRESIDENT: l,'lell , I took it up vli t h the - I talked to the meeting of 

t he Pan American Union, and the Ambassadors and Minis~ers of our sister 

Republics this morning about it, and I suggested a name myself - -The 

Survival War . 

l.dR. GOI7NIII: (interposing) Survival? 

TIE PRESIDENT : (continuing) I always liked the idea . "iihet was said this 

morning, it was taken down, and steve has it for you. (turning to Mr . 

Early) 

!JR. EARLY: Afterwards . 

THE P~SID!NT: As soon as you have finished you can get i t. 

Q. Mr . President, i s t hat going to be.!!_, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDEN'r: What? 

Q. Is i t officially named? 

THE PRESIDE:NT: No , no . I just t brew t hat name out . They liked it . 

Q. Mr . President , speaking of nev:spaper stories , there is also one t hat 
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Jose:eh Kennedy might come back to take some kind of job in connection 

THE PRESI D".::NT: (interposing) I also read that in the newspapers . 

~ You don ' t know any more ---

'mE PRESIDENI': (interposing) No . Certain papers . I wouldn' t say that waa 

a connotation of what I have in mind for all newspapers by any means . 

The connotation might apply to a few papers . 

MR. GOIT.TIN: One paper started off that story by beating the life out of him. 

Vo'as that the story that you read? 
• •• 

THE PRESIDENI': (laughing) I don't know. 
' 

Q Mr. President, anything new on the over-all' inflation -- anti-inflation 

campaign? 

THE Pa:ESIO:JI;T: l\o , 1,7e are working on it right along . 

Q I s there a Message going up on it? 

THE PRESIDENI': 7fuat? 

Q Is there a Message to go to Congress on it? 

THE PRES~~: I don't know. I haven't made up my mi nd as to date or method . 

I wish you could -- all or you-- give up the word "inflation," because 

very £ew people lcnow what it .means . Very few people in this room know 

what it means . I am not quite clear myself, eo I am not using the word . 

Q. •jhat word ~you using? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: You will see , in tilne . 

Q Having a contest t o name it? (loud laughter) 

Q Ur. President , are our relations with Vichy going to be changed as a re­

sult of the d'itticulties there? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , I think you will have to ask the State Department . 

~ Ur . President , there is a great deal of disturbed feeling in Australia as 

. reflected by dispatches by American .correspondents from there, as to the 

I 

) 
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authority that General (Do~as) MacArthur has, and a.s to what naval • .forces are at his disposal . Could you tell us, sir, whether---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I can only tell you in a negative way, that 

0 
-- and I am thinking of OJle .especially -- I there has been again one 

don't know whether he is in the room at the present time or not . There 

has been s ingularly little error -- there has been overwhelming correct-

, .; ness on the part of the Press in talking about the· command of General 

MacArthur. There hos been a very minor part of the Press or newspapers 

which have -- I trust not deliberately - - compl etely f alsified what I 

did say the other day. 

What I have in mind is that this particular 11 ttle group has talked 

about the command of the Pacif ic being under General MacArthur. Of course, 

any reference t o t he stenographic minutes of the Press Con:ference v11ll 

show that nothing like that was said . (See Press Confer ences 812 of • 

~£rch 17, page 5 on , and 815 of March 31, page 5 on) • 

The word was Southwest Pacific. And that is true today, as it wa s 

when I stated i t two or three weeks ago . 

I think t hat ' s a ll that need be said -- Southwest Pacific. 

Q In other words, he has full authority there, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: In Southwest Pacific. 

Q Including naval? 

THE PRESIDENT: ':/hat? 

Q Including naval? 

THE PRESI~~: Including naval. 

Q. Does that include New Zealand? 

THE PRESIDENT: ·,;ell now , t here is -- there is a diff icult t h ing, beca use 

there ere operational problems down there which might be affected by an 

.· 
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actual public. state:ment as to just where the area command began and 

where i t ended. I could cite two cr three examples of that, 'idlioh you 

would readily understand if !_were to cite them. But for operational 

reasons we can' t talk in terms of whether this particular - - I am not 

saying New Zealand, I am thinking of the other islands -- little bits 

of islands - - as t o whether they fall into one zone or fall into the 

other zone . They may or t hey may not . And it is better to have the 

enemy do the guessing than for us to tell them . 

~ Does that difficulty apply also to the Fiji Islands and New Caledonia? 

THE PRESIDENT: All of the islands down through there . I should think probably 

tlle rule of common sense would govern when I say Soutliwest Pacific . 

Q. Mr. President , Secreta.ry Knox told a ConGI"essional camnittee today that an 

executive labor policy vnll soon be formulated and announced. Is t here 

anythi ng you could t ell us about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , I guess you could make a pretty .g>od guess that it is 

all tied up with that word -- vile word that you used. 

I.!R. EARLY: (interjecting) Paul used. 

THE PRESIDENT: Paul used - - inflation. 

Q. Mr. President, has any directive been sent to the ;•ta r Labor Board to hold 

~~ge rulings in future cases t o wave levels, or existing wage levels? 

THE P~IDEtn' : No . 

Q. \Vould such a directive -- is that contemplated at the present t ime? 

THE PRESilENT: I don't know . I really honestly don ' t know. 

Q Can you tell us , sir, whether this unnamed program includes more taxes? 

THE PRESID~I'Il' : Yes. , 

~ You can tell us whether it does? 

THS P~SIDE!n': It does , sure . 

L 
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Q. Is there any other name - - -

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing) ·,1hen I say more taxes I mean a new tax bill. 

Q Beyond the one now pending, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . No . Beyond the present t ax law . 

!lR. GODNIN: (interposing) For forty --

THE PRESID:::NT: ( continuing) Beyond the present tax law. In other words , 

it bas not been determined at all as to v;hether the recommendations of 

the Treasury vdlich ware made in -- what was it? -- March, early March , 

would be added to or not. I don't know on that. But the present -­

' the present pending bill as it is today is a very steep increase over 

the present law. 

Q. Yes . 

Q. Mr. President, can you comment or expand on the Executive Order today, 

giving the Board of Economic Warfare new authority? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it explains itself . It is to g ive the authority to 

that Board to direct certain purchases of materials outside of this 

country, ' thereby centralizing t he responsibility in their hands . 

Q Mr. President 

Q. (interposing) Mr . ~resident, getting back to 
' 

TliE Pi8SIDSNT: (continuing) Th.at doesn ' t mean, of course , necessarily they 

will carry it out . Theirs v.ould be a directive that v.ould be carried 

out - - purchases -- by perhaps certain other asencies of the Government . 

It centrelizes the policy in their hands . 

C Mr. P~sident, getting back t o the inflation - - delete-- inflation pro-

gram, does that contemplate any further savings in non- defense expendi-

tures? 

THE PRESIDENl': Oh , I don 't know. I had an awfully funny time on that . There 
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was a very, very remous economist who wrote to Jlle about it - - a very 

serious person, a very old friend of m~ne, I like him a lot - - and he 

put his question t o me just as you put yours . In other words, a generality , 

And I wrote him back , "Have you s:>t a copy of the Budget? If not, 

I will send you one, Tell me where?" Well, that was 6 weeks ago , and 

he bas written me 3 letters since, and he ha sn' t answered the question . 
I 

So my question of course is to you just where it I'OUld be to him: 

\\'here? In what particular? >That is a non-defense expenditure? 

Q Does that mean, !Jr, President , there will not be any? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: That is like one of his three replies to me . It begs the 

quest ion which I asked . 

MR . GOIX'IIN: Well , llr . President , you are very familiar, I presume, with the 

list"1or -- of items that Senator (Harry) Byrd (Democrat, of Virginia) 

and his Committee have put up. 

THE PRESI~ : (interjecting) Yes . 

l.!R. GOIY.'IIN: . ( continuing ) You have no collllllent on t hat? 

TiiE P!CSIDENI': Yes . ·::ell, let me give you a very, very simple exampl e , I 

think on that list 1'.'8S the abolishibg of the whole of N,Y.A. 

t:R . GOD'?IIN: (inter ject1ng) Yes . 

'!'HE PRESIDEt.'T: (continuing) JU.l right. Now at the present 'tiJile N.Y.A. is 

tra ining about 400 thousand boys and girls each year to go into industry. 

All right . Now, if we abolish N.Y.A. we have to set up something else 

to train /;00 thousand people . 

Q.uery: 7/here is the economy? 

Now that is a very good example . And of cause that is a neces-

sary part of the war work . I don ' t care where they are trained, Heavens, 

you can put them under - - Oh, Heavens, I don ' t care -- if you want to 
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THE PRESIDENI': (continuing) I don ' t care wher e it is, as l ong as I get 400 

thousand trained boys and gir ls . 

UR. GOJl','lN: I see . 

Q Mr. President 

Q (interposing) 11r . President, bow about some of the tann subsidies? 

THE PRESIDENI': What? 

Q How about some of the farm subsidies? Are t hey so necessary in view of 

the high farm prices now? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, of course, as you approach parity you get away from 

rarm subsidies , don ' t you? 

MR. GOD'!{!N: Yes. 

Q In that connection , will it be necessary, sir , to change the prices at 

all in connection with fann p rices , in order to stop this evil word -­

i nflation? Do you think tbst the ---

THE PRESIDEi'iT: (interposing) No , because the farm parity level is based on 

-- Oh -- a form of index , and if the index doesn' t go up, the rann 

prices don' t go up, based on parity. 

~ Ur . President , did you notice the statement a little while ago or Senator 

(Kenneth) McKellar (Democrat of Tennessee), that no training was needed 

tor boys to fight forest fires? 

THE PRESIDJ:;.\'1' : No what? 

~ No training. In opposing the c.c.c. , he said that no t raining v~s needed 

tor forest fire fighters , that all they ueeded was numbers. 

THE PRESIDENT: The unfortunate part is tbst forest fires occur in some States 

that "ain't got" numbers. That is a pretty gpod answer. A lot or 
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places up 1n - well, let ' s say Idaho , where I s uppose there are many 

hundreds ot square Dliles with nobody in that area, not one human being. 

I don ' t know how you fight f ire in a place like that . 
/ 

Q I have heard t hey needed training. 

'mE PRESIDENT: ',1hat? 

Q. I heard they needed training, 

THE PRESim:NT: I think they do need some training too . 

Q. Thank you , Mr . Pres ident. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

Q, Thank you, sir. 

, 

(Notebook VIII-Page 97-JR) 
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THE PRESIDENT: \'ibere is Steve? 

MR. EA-'UX: Sere . 

TID: PRESIDENI': What have you got? 

MR . EARLY: The Leo Crowley material. 

THE PR<."'SIDENT: That ' s all? 

!.!R. EA.'illl': Nothing else that I can f ind. Nothing else that I can find. 
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THE PRESIDENT: (laughing to himself and indicating a doownent in Chinese) 

That ' s Chinese. I will l eave it face up. 

Yes . It's all right. (for the newspapermen to come in) 

Q Do we get all those? (indicating the large pile of papers in front or 

the President} 

'!'HE PRESIDENT: You may need t hem -- those are pardons1 (laughter) You 

stepped right into it. (more laughter) 

~ Is there anything prophetic --­

THE PRESIDENT: ( interposing) What? 

Q I hope there is nothing prophetic about that. 

THE PRESI DENT: I hope not. 

Q v:ell , I want to talk to you about that anyway . 

Q (indicating the Chinese document) Can you read t hat red and bl ack one 

over there? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes . That ' s from the Generalissimo . Tbut 's why I left it 

face up . (laughter) 

Q Dave Lu is over here . (David Lu, Central News Agency of China) 

THE PRESI :>EN!' : Yes . 

L 
----~·---------
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Q Dave Lu is over here • 

!1R. EARLY: Dave will read it . (laughter) 

TKE PRESIDENt': It 1 s all right . I wouldn' t mind that at all. 

MR. OO!w.OSON: All in. 

28 7 

THE PRESIDE!IT: I have very 11 ttle t oday . I have one that I talked to Leo 

Crowley about yesterday, in regard to alien enemy-owned patents . And 

the Alien Property Custodian says that already a great many of them have 

come into his possession, especially in the chemical and the pharmaceuti -

cal field , and several thousand more will be acquired by them in the 

course of the next few months . 

Ne t alked- it over , and I asked him to take the necessary steps to 

make available for war pr oduction and national needs all patent s that 

are controlled either directly or indirectly by our enemies , and that 

these pat ents should be made freely available for war purposes and 

• national needs , and that there should be a continuation or new research 

started in connection with their maintenance and ex])Snsion. So he is 

starting i n to do that, and to make an exhaustive ·survey of every known 

kind of enemy- controlled patent . 7ie think that a greet many of them , 

actually owned or controlled by enemies , are ostensibly in the hands of 

neutrals , or allies , or American citizens . 

Q Mr . President, you mean to say, sir, that their ownership of these foreign 

patents has been ostensibly t r ansferred to an American citizen, but 

that will not prevent t heir seizure? 

THb: PIDSIDENT: That 's right. 

Q (inter posins ) hlr , President 

THE PRl!:.:IIlli::.'n' : (continuinG) It is ostensible ownership • 

Q Yes, sir . 

• 
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~ In that same situation there has been brought out before one of the Senate 

committees -- indicating that some of these patent agreements between 

German and American finns have clauses which would provide for their 

resumption aft er the war --­

THE· PRESI .t:IE:i.n' : (interjecting) Yes . 

~ ( continuing) --- and it seems to be a moot question as to whether action by 

the Alien Property Custodian now will affect post- war use . Do you intend 

to take them and keep them for us? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so, in view of the past experience of this Govern­

ment, IAlring the 1'/.orld War we took over alien enemy- owned patents, 

etcetera, and after the war was over we took no steps to keep them from 

sliding back one way or the other into alien hands . And I think that 

that should be prevented -- a recurrence of that at the end of this war. 

l.!R. F . PERKI:'5: w.r . Presi dent, what about bona fide AJnerican patents that 

are pooled with f oreign patents - - with enemy alien patents -- and are 

needed for the production of the materials? 

THE P.RESIDE!\T: VIall , my idea is we take everything we need , no matter what 

the technicalities ere . 'l.'he first t hing to do is to win the war . 

Q. Can we imply from t ha t', sir , that you would favor this Eone bill that is 

in t he Senate now? (Homer T . Bone, Democrat , of ·.lashington) 

'miS PRSSI DEtn': I huven't r ead it . I don't know. 

Q Ur . President, can you tell us something about the Pacific Council meeting 

t hi s morning? 

THE P RESI DENT: It went off very well. 

Q. Urulitrstand there wes a report by Mr . (Harry) Hop.dns of his trip? 

'rd:s PRESIDENT: Yes . That ' s :light . 

• !.:ISS 1\!AY C.:OUC: ~:r . Pres ident, will t hese pat ent s 'be ll\ede availa bl e to all 



• 

• 

1/820 -.: 4 289 

United 1\ations? , 
THE PRESIDENT: To what? 

.MISS Y...AY CRAIG: V/1ll the patents be made available to all the United Nations , 

or will we keep them? 
I 

THE PRESIDENT: For war purposes , Yes. 

!~. P . BRANM': !Jr. President, does that also include something on the inter-

nat i onal cartels? That is where the patents were tied up. Could you say 

whether legislation was needed to find out where these patents are? 

I mean there are apparently very secret cartel a greements , and they have 

secrecy clauses, and freezing clauses , and that they are not to divulge 

these patents and secrets to anybody. 

THE PRESIDENT: Pete, I don't knov1 the t echnical1 ties of it . I just suggest 

-- Lord, if we need them we are going t o get them, if we can find them. 

:t !.lr. President, couldn' t you use same of the 7iar Powers Act authority to 

t ake t hose patents, even if they are final? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so . 

Q Take it as property? 

THE PRESIDENT: Take it as property, because after all ~t is a property. 

tm . D. CORtmLL: Speaking of taking over things, l.'.r. President , do you think 

there is any need for a certain amount of rear on the part of the· pub-• 

lie , t bet t heir pr i vate cars mieht be taken by the Government? 

T:fE P!ESIDENT: I haven't heard of that at ell . 

MR. T . REn:c:DS: Coming back to kr . Hopkins, Mr. Presi~ent , t here has been 

a r eport that there wil l be a joint supply , or joint production couucil 

corranission s e t up between the United States and the United Kingdom, 

as a result of Lord Beeverbroo~ • s r eturn here . Is euything like that 

in the wind a t all? 
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THE PRESIDENT: No . I haven ' t heard of aeything like that. I think that 

we are developing existing machinery pretty well on that , and also the 

machinery on--- on what I call allocations . I t is really the the 

distribution of the material when it is -- when it is ready, and along 

the general l ine of giving opportunity to pifferent nations actively en-

gaged in the war, such as the Chinese and the Australians , to be heard, 

and make a case , before the final distribution is decided on. 

MR . T. REYNOLDS : Well , through what mechanism does that cl ear? 

THE PRESIDENT: That goes through the distribution committee, as long ' as it 

is in line with the decisions on the mil i tary end . 

MR. T . :R:E::nTOLDS: I must admit I am not quite sure what - - just what is the 

construction of this distribution committee? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it's ii-Ir . Hopkins here . He is t he chairman of it. That ' s ' 

the primary consideration - - the distribution of our own things . - "'nd 

then t here are rep~esentatives of the British on it , and I think the --

' I don't know-- you fellows will hsve to check. Find out who el se is 

on it . 

MR. EARLY: It has been announced . 

Q Are you referring to the !Juni t i ons' Assignmen"b;; Board? 

MR. :YL'li.Y: It has been announced , sir. 

l.:R. E.I\.RI:f: I t has been announced. 

Q We were not familiar with it under that title . 

THE PRESI DENT: The ~unitions AssigDJUents Board. The only -- the only thing 

is that we are giving t he opportunity t o other United Nations to be 

heard by that Board . 

• Q t!r. President, ca n you tell us, sir , about your confe rence last week with --
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with Joseph Kennedy? 

'mE PRESIDENT: No . I had a very pleasant talk . That was all. 

Q. Is there some thought of his be:Lng brought into the Administration? 

THE PRESIDENT : No, no . 

l.&R. F • PERlC!NS: IJr. President, have you aey comment on Pierre Laval? 

THE PRES! D:Fl.'T: I think I bad better not . (laughter) 

291 

MR. F. PE!RKn>S : One of his complaints is that the British are bombing French 

territory. Is he likely to have aey complaint of that sort against the 

Ucited States? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know. (more laughter) 

Q Ur. President , is there any comment you can make on the --on the recent 

developments in the southv1est Pacific? 

THE PRESIDEm': Are there aey what? 

... ~ Comments that you could make, on aey of the recent develo~~ents in the 

southern Pacific? 

~E PRESIDS~'T : No . I don't think so , except I can suggest that people 

shouldn' t believe what they read in certain papers . 

l.!R. F . PERAINS : Hovt about the the the - - the story about the bombing 

of Tokio? 

THE PRESIDEi-rl' : Well , the only th:Lng I can think of is -- on that -- you 

know occasionally I have a few people in to dinner, and generally in the 

middle of dinner some -- I know she ian ' t - - it 1 sn' t an individual, 

it' s just a generic te rm - - some "sweet young thing" says , ·~.!r. Presi-

dent , couldn' t you tell us about so and so?" 

Well , the other n.igbt thi s "sweet young thing'' in the middle of 

supper said , "Mr. President, c ouldn •t you tell us about that bombing? 

Where did those planes start from and go to?" ' 

• 
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And I said , "Yes . I think the time has now come t o tell you • 

They came from our new secret base at Shangri-Lat " (laught er) 

And she believed itt (mo~e laught er) 

Q !.!r . President , is this the same young lady you talked about - - - (loud 

laughter interrupted) 

THE PRESIDENT: No . This i s a generic tenn. It happens t o be a woman. 

MISS MAY CRAIG: Is it always femilline? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

LITSS MAY CRAIG: Is it always femini ne? (loud laughter) 

TFIE PRESIDENT: Now May, why did you a sk me t hat? 

MISS l:.AY CRAIG: I wondered. 

THE PRE3IDENT : I call it a "sweet young thing. " Now when I t alk about man-

power that includes the ·women, and when I talk about a " sweet young 

t hing ," t hat includes young men . (again loud laughter) 

Q Do you have those k i nd of men ---

MR. EARLY: (interposing) In the H()use? (meaning t he ·.~bite House) (more 

loud laughter) 

THE PRESIDI!:NT: ( t o t!r . Romagna) ·•hat did be say? 

MR. ROI.!AG.:A: In the House . (the President laughed heartily) 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , and the Senate too . (more l oud laughter) 

~!R . F . PERii:INS: .Vould you care to go so far , t!r . President , as t o admit that 

this Japanese ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposi ng) Wai t a mi nute -- wait a mi nute . "The Presi­

dent Admits" - - there ' s the headline . (laughter) Go ahead now . 

r.m . F . PERKINS: '1/ould you care to go so far as t o confirm the truth of the 
" . 

Japanese reports that Tokio was bombed? 

• THE PRE::ii DENT: No . I couldn ' t e ven do that . I am depending on Japanese 
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!JR. F . PERKINS: ILr . President , 1 s there any r eason t o doubt the report of 

the Chi lean ambassador to Chile -- (laughter) - - Japan , that t here was 

a bombing? 

THE PRESIDENT: The killing of what? (more laughlar) 

lJR. F. PXRKWS: The report of the Cbilean ambassador to his own government 

tha t Japan was bombed? 

THE PRESIDEJ.I<'T: I don ' t know. That didn't get t o me yet . 

Q. Thank you, M.r , President . 

Q. Thank you , Mr . President . 

!.1R . ~Y: (to the newspaper men as t hey filed out) Sweet little things ! 

(laughter) 

Q Steve , does he mean t o imply that Fred Perkins is a sweet l ittl e thing? 

It (continued laught e r) 

(Not ebook VIII- PC , page 109 -- JR) 
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~un _ ~ uw•~ I have very little today. I have one that I ta e 

to Leo Crowley about yesterday, in regard to alien enemy-owned 

patents, And the Alien Property Custodian says that already a great 

many of them have come into his possession, especially in the chem­

ical and the pharmaceutical field, and several thousand more will be 

aaquired by them in the course ot the next few months. 

~talked it over, and I asked bia to take the necessary steps 

to make available tor war production and national needs all patents 

that are controlled either directly or indirectly by our enemies, and 

that these patents should be made freely available tor war purposes 

and national needs, and that there should be a continuation or new 

research started in connection with their maintenance and expansion. 

So be is starting in to do that, and tO'make an exhaustive survey of 

every known kind of enemf-cOntrolled patent. we think that a great 

many ot them, actually owned or controlled by enemies, are ostensibly 

in the hands ot neutrals, or allies, or American citizens. 

Q. Mr. President, you mean to say, sir, that their ownership of these 

foreign patents has been ostensibly transferred to an American citizen, 

but that will not prevent their seizure? 

'mE PRESIDENT: That 's rigbt. 

Q. (interposing) 
/ 

Mr. President 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) It is ostensible ownership. 

4· Yes, sir. 

Q. In that same situation there has been brought out before one of 

the senate committees -- indicating that some or these patent agree-

1 mente between German and American firms have clauses which would 

. -
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provide tor their resumption atter the war --­

TRE PR!SIDIHT: (in tar jeoting) Yes. 
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Q. · (continuing) --- and it seema to be a moot question as to whether 

action by the Alien Property custodian now will attect post~war use. 

Do you intend to take them and keep them t or us? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so, i n view or the past experience or this 

Government. During the World War we took over alien enemy-owned 

patents, etcetera, and attar th·e war was ovar we took no steps to 

keep them trom sliding baclc one way or th.e other into alien bands. 

And I think that that should be prevented -- a recurrence or that at 

the end or this war. 

Q. Kr. President, What about bona tide American patents that are 

pooled with foreign patents -- with enemy alien pa~ents 

needed tor the production or the materials? 

and are 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, my idea is we take everything we need, no , 

matter what the technicalities are: The first thing to do is to win 

the war. 

Q. can we imply trom that, air, that you would tavor this Bone bill 

that is in the Senate now? (Homer T. Bone, Democrat, or washington) 

THB PRESIDENt': I haven't r ead it. I don't know. 

(and then further on) 

Q. Kr. President, will these patents be made available to all United 

Nat i ons? 

THE PRESIDENT: To what? 

Q. Will the patents be made available to all the United Nations, or 

I will we ~eep them? 

THE PRESIDENT: 7or war purposes, Yes. 
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Q. . Kr • .Preeident , doe.§ that also include something on the inter­

national cartels? That is where the patents were tied up. Could 

you say whether legislation was needed to tind out Where these 

patents are? I mean there are apparently very secret cartel agree-..., 

menta, and they have secr~y clauses, and freezing clauses, and that 

they are not t o divulge these patents and secrets to anybody. 

THE PRESIDENT: Pete, I don~t know the technicalities ot it. I just 

sugge_st -- Lord, it we need them we are going to get them, if we can 

find them., 

Q. Mr. President, couldn't you use some ot the War Powers Act author­

ity to take those patents , even- if they are final? 

THE PRESIDENI': I think so . 

Q.. Take it as property? 

THE PRESIDENT: Take it as property, because after all it is a 

property • 

• 
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THE PRESim:II'T: It's going to be a very dull Press Conference . I haven ' t 

~ot anything , and I_ don ' t know "nothin' • " 

Q Good morning. 

q Good morning , sir . 

Q Do you know the report er over here , Mr. President? (indicating ~r. Fred 

Shipman, Director of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library) 

THE Pr~SIDENT: Yes , yes. He sees that t he record is adequately kept · for 

future generations . 

Q I think he ~s doing a pretty good job on it. 

t!R. EARLY: (to Zarl Godwin) Have you been out West? 

MR. GOUNIN: No , not ilest , down South a little, I 1\'asn •t here the last time 

because I was asleep. • 

l.!R . DQ)l.U.DSON: All in. 

TID: PRESI!l&'lfl': I am afraid this is going to be a very barren day . I haven 't 

anything, Steve hasn ' t got anything, and I don ' t think any of you have 

got all~hing . {laughter) Have you got any ideas? 

Q Mr . President, what are your plans for registering on L_onday? 

TliE PRESIDENT : I don't know. I think probably there will be e. photograph 

taken . That ' s a good guess . (laughter) 

Q. Do you expect it 1'1111 be done here? 

THE PRESIDE!;'T : I think so , Yes . 

~ Yes , sir • 

.:t t<lr . President , have the other members of the manpower conunission been 

nominated to you along with the ---

' 
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THE PRESIDENI' : (interjecting) No • 

Q. (continuing) - -- Executive Director? 

'mE PRESIDENT: Not yet . 
I 

Q. A:Ay news t oday, !.lr. President 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) On what? 

Q. (continuing) ' Istbere any news today f rom Shangrt- La? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENl': Nothing at all, except that evidently one of the planes which 

came out of Shangri - I.a didn ' t get back there. I t went across t o vis it 

Russia . 

Q. Will that become a Len.d- Lease plane now, Mr. Pres ident? (loud laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I read in the papers that it had been - - whet do you call it? 

-~ officially interned at - - -

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) Interned . Rave you any official note of ~at sir? 

Has it come to you officially? 

THE PRESIDENl' : Yes, yes . Same thing . Just what you got . 

:..R . GOU.UN: Just what we got . 

Q. From the Soviet government? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q From the Sovi et government? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

Q. Could it be interned on tha Kalinin front? 

THE PRESIDENI': What? 

Q. Could it be interned on the Kal i nin front? 

THE PRESIDENT: (laughing ) ~o . I have nothi ng else you l~ven •t got on it. 

MR. GOUUN: What , Ur . President , mig)lt -- is ther e something going t o be 

done about 1 t, or is it a detail, this plane? 

TI:IE. PRESIDENI' : I suppose i t has been interned . That ' s all. Yes . 

I 
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•· MR. GOURIN: That's all there ·is t o it. .. 
Q. 'l!r . President , we were given t o understand that the n.ames of the Alnericans 

• 
on the ship bad been forwarded to Washington . Is there any possibility 

they will be released? • 
• 

THE PRESIDENT: That I don ' t know. Probably not . 

Q. J~ . President , wben you intern a ship like that , do you immobilize it? 

'I'f!E PRESIDENT: I suppose so. I don' t lrnow. 

Q. Well, sir , the Soviet communication to Washington then would tend to con-

firm the Tokio announcements that the raid took place . 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , that doesn ' t require any answer . You didn ' t put it in 

the form of a quest i on. (laughter) 
• 

Q Mr . President, there are complaints in Tokio that our Army and Navy are 

keeping too quiet . Could you do anything about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I read t hat t oo. 

Q. Mr. Pres ident, can you tell us anything about you.r plans for this labor 

division of the war Production Boar<i.? Do you - - who , for example, do you 

plan to hove the head of that? 

'!HE PRESI DENT: No . I haven't done anything about it . I am going to see 

Donald Nelson about it today or tomorrow . 

Q. Has everybody been guessing right about you.r speech Monday - - ~essage? 

THE PRESIDE~~: Oh , I did some work on it yesterday -- Massage t o Congress , 

and I will m rk on i t today and t omorrow -- Su.nday. It is not nearly 

• 
ready . 

Q. Do you expect it will go up !londay, sl. r ? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so . 

Q Mr . President, have you evolved your own term t o replace "anti -inflation"? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , I think so . I think "cost of living" is easiest . Most of 

\ 

.II 
- - --- -- ::~lllliirtf -------------~ 
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you guessed it • 

MR. J. WRIGHT: Mr. President, have you anything to say about (Rear Admiral) 

Enory Land 1 s testimony w1 th reference to loafing 1n shipyards? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I haven ' t read it . 

IJR. J . WRIGHT: He bas twice testified that this program of' shipbuilding has 

been slowed down by that • 

THE PRESIDENI': Hhy, I wouldn ' t -- I don ' t believe he said that, Jim, Well , 

of' course, it depends on the words "slow down." I don't know what 

!JR. J . ";VRIGHT: (interposing) He said loafing -- ~he word "loafing." 

THE PRESIDOO: I know, but was that general? 

Q. He applied it to both management and labor. 

MR. GOIJii'IN: What he said , sir, wa s that there was too damn much loafing in 

the shipyards . 

TEE PRESillENI' : That ' s a good burr under the~tail for both labor and management. 

It ' s all right . 

t!R, GOl7NIN: Then the National Maritime Ullion got after him about it, and they 

are still rowing. 

THE P:il.ESI DEN!': I see • 
. .. 

Q. The net of' it is though, Mr . President, that that seems to be the one part 

of' the war program that isn' t up to schedule, and that is the big bottle-

neck, apparently, in the picture right at this minute. And I thought 

probably you would ---

THE P~IDENI': (interposing) \Yell, I suppose really before you could write 

a general story, you ought to find out vzhat percentage of not only ship-
• 

ping but any other part of the program ·nnich does "this loafing of the --

what percentage of the slow down over what it ought to be. And I don' t 

believe that it is on the whole very great . You probably can take an 
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individual plant and get a higher percentage, but a general statement 

of that kind isn' t worth an awful lot unless you know more facts . 

q Ur . President, be also said that the slow down was due to shortages of 

steel plate . .Do you have any personal knowledge of that or ---

THE PRESI!ll!!NT : (interposing) Yes. There is a shortage of steel plat es all 

over the country , and we have bad for a long tims . 

Q Mr. President, Admiral Land testified before one of the Congressional com­

mittees that the amount by which they were behind their schedule could 

be traced to the shortage of steel, dating from last fall until the 

.t'irst cit Ma.rch . Would you have any idea of what might be the relative 

importance of that and the supposed slow down? 

THE P!C:SIDENT: \'/ell , I would say the primary steel -- the prim.ary reason for 

being behind the schedule is the shortage of steel -- I don ' t think 

there is any question about that -- not coming through nearly as fast 

as it ought to came through. 

:.rn. GOD'/IIN: (interposing) Well , Mr . President ---

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing} There is a certain amount of converting of strip 

mills. They are using new processes, turning their -- converting quite 

a number of -- not plants but portions of plants, to turn out more 

plates and shapes . But of course we have to remember that the Shipping 

Board program -- the Mariti~e Commission progra~ has very, very greatly 

increased, and so has the Navy program. And with the two of them put 

together, there is just a plain shortage of shapes- and plates . 

Q Cr. President, are you planning any action to revitalize the shipbuilding 

program? It does seem to be the one branch of the four goals about which 

v.-e know, that is , airplanes , tanks and anti-aircraft guns -- it seems to 

be the one which 1 s behind . 

L ____________________________ ....::._ _________ _ 
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• 'IKE PRESIDENT: Well , I would say that most everybody ie working on that 

thi ng at the present tilne. You caD,' t make bread without tlour . 

MR. OOD'IllN: Well, Mr . President , the Chairman of the Board - - the Admiral 

indicated , I think, quite frankly , that be believed or intended to have 

someone believe that part - - part of that plate shortage could be attri-

buted to priorities , that somebody got the steel that they needed, Now 

t hat may be true and it may not . Do you know anything about that , or 

do you know - - do you care · to say anything about it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you have got t o have - - priorities affect t he whol e 

program. Anybody that doesn't get what t hey want the day they want it , 

begin to shout about priorities , That is obvious. 

MR. GOD?IIN: If the shipyard doesn't g~t the steel, they don ' t get the steel. 

That really slows it up . 

THE PRESIDENT : If the tank shop doesn' t get the steel , they don ' t get the 

steel. 

<l. {interposing) Mr . President. , 1f the 

THE PRESIDENI': (continuing) Of course, there is one thing that I have been 

working at -- pl eading with the production );'SOple to check up on , and 

W.P . B. (;~ar Production Board) , and th{lt is the civilian use of steel , 

which I personally consider too high . I think they have been letting 

out among the priorities too much steel for civilian use. !\ow t hey said 

they haven ' t. They sa id the only s teel - -civilian steel they let out 

is for ultimat e war production. Now they are checki ng up on that . 

~ Mr . President, can you tell us in an over-all way how 1;he 1·:ar production 

program is moving along, without revealing ---

THE PRESIDENI': I would say, considering the fact that it was called a fan-

• tastic program in January, that it was working out extremely wail . 

!II 
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Q L~ . President , is anything being done to increase t he over-all capacity 

of the steel industry as a whole? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have forgotten 

Q (adding) New mills? 

THE PRESIDENT: You would have to check on that. You had better check . I . - ' 
have forgotten how IJl8llY million tons of new capacity is being built 

plants or additions to plants are being built this year . It ' s quite 

a sizeable amount . 

Q (interposing) Mr . President 

Q (inter posi ng) V.r . President 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) It takes about a year to build a steel plant . 

Q (interjecting) Also takes considerabl e steel . 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And it takes a lot of steel too . 

Q. Have you heard anything, by the way, f r om the people that said there was 
.... 

plenty of steel about a year ago? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , there was at that time for the program. 

Q ( ~terposing) lLr. President 

THE PRESIDENI': (continuing) That ' s the thing they not often visualized --

what the program was . NobodY had any conception -- nobody in the United 

States - - what this new program v:ould be -- this January program. The 

year befor~ that there v.-asn' t anybody ever thought of a possibility of 

that kind. V~st -- a great many people didn't in January of this year. 

They called it fantastic . 

~ Ur . President, have you had reports on the fact that some aircraft com-

pani es have had to lay off large numbers of men because of bottl~-

necks along the line? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . 

. -
, . 
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Q. You haven' t gone into that? 

THE PRESIDE!'lT: No. 
• 

Q. Mr . President! what was your personal reaction to the action of the Re-

publican (National) Committee at Chicago , apparently withdra,nng tram 

the principles of Isolationism? 

THE PP..ESIDEl\'1': I can only t ell you off t he record: I didn't read it . (laughter) 

Q Didn' t even bear it on the air, sir? 

THE ffiESIDENT: No . I haven ' t heard anything on the air. I di~' t even hear 

you (Earl Godwin) tor a week. 

MR. GOJJ.'/IN: I don ' t see how you can carry on your job . (laughter ) I v.'Snt 

to ask you a question, sir, 1\bich may be perfectly obvious . When you 

speak of building the plants -- the steel plants , and it takes so long , 

could you say, or could we believe - - could the public know t hat when 

these proposed plants are built that their output is not -- t hat it will 

meet the requirements of this tremendous program? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . Not necessarily . 

MR. GOOON: You couldn' t say that? 

THE PRESIDENr: I couldn't .say that , · because by that time we might have an 

additional program. 

Q Mr . President~ the steel ! ndustry already says that a shortage of scrap 

is confining them somewhat in their production . Now with this additional 

product ion coming along , how are you going -- are you making any plans 

for solving that additional scrap problem? 

THE PRESIDE-1111': I don ' t think the scrap problem is a very serious one . There 

is still a good deal of scrap in this country. 

Q (interjecting) ~ybe we can get some beck from Japan. 

J THE PRESIDENT: (continuin g) There is plenty of scrap in this country . You 

• 

II 1 
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can get by all right . If you go on a railrcad train, for example 

just t o use -a simple example -- they have what they call empty car 

sidings -- not switches but sidings -- old rails which have been down 

20 or 30 years . Now they have not been taken up yet. Why keep .them 

there? We haven' t got any empty freight cars to put on them. Well, 

we. have got people that are trying to use their heads , trying to dis-
' 

cover things like empty sidings. I suggested that as one of mine . I 

suggested that about a week ago , Vlliy I never thought -- now there are 

a good many other sources with a lot of scrap steel -- on farms. There 

is still some scrap steel in the woods. Well, I went driving the other 

day through certain woods, sometime ago when I was at Hyde Park , and I 

found-- I hadn 't thought of it at all-- an old what you call a dump, 

right in my own wood~. And there were 8 or 10 old farm machines 

and an old farm truck . What they were doing was trying to fill up the 

swamp. And we are taking steps to haul it out of the swamp and convert 

it into scrap . Novr there is a lot of that all over the country. 

Q Mr. ?resident , one suggestion has been made that they use VI ,P.A. l abor to 

take up these abandoned street-car rails . It is a very costly operation. 

In many places they have just put the asphalt over the rails. 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes . 

Q (continuing) Could that ~ .P.A. - - has that suggestion been brought to 

your notice, sir? 

THE PRFSIDEl'l!': No . I haven ' t heard of t hat one, That is a gOOd one, I 

will pass it along. -· 

!IITSS MAY CRAIG: !.ir. President, do you have any comment on Lord Beaverbrook' s 

r ecommendation last night, that we attack? 

THE PRESIDEJ'lJ': I hadn't read it, Ma,y. I didn't know it . I. read the main 

' 



.I I 

• 

I 

#821 - 10 306 

headline , and stopped there . I have had very little time thi s morn­

ing to read the papers thoroughly. 

Q. Thank you , L!r. President. 

Q. Thank you, !.lr. President. 

... (Notebook VIII-PC, page 120 -- JR) 
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CONFIDENI'IAL 
Press Conference #822. 
Executive Office of t he President 
April 28 , l9A2 4 . 10 P.M.,E.W.T. 

THE PRESIDEm': I don ' t know why everybody is coming in . If this gets any 

bigger we will have t o move out on the lawn this summer . Didn' t we do 

it once? 

UR. COD'.fiN: For pictures you did . You did it for pictures one day. 

THE PRJ!:SIDENT: Was that it? 

!.!R . DONALOOON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr . Godwin says I have nothing . (laughter) He is not always 

right, but i t ' s all right. 

MR. D. CO&\~: Wr . President , in your Uessage yesterday you said that every-

body' s dimes and dollars not absolutely needed for vital necessities 

ought t o be put into ·.var Bonds and Stamps . There is a limit of 5 thou-

sand dollars that an individual ·can purchase in a year on small Bonds, 

and 50 thousand on the big. Whet is going to be done about it - - this 

limit , if anything'? 

THE PR£SIDENT: Put them into the big Bonds . How much on big Bonds? 

!.!R. D. CORNELL: 50 thousand on the big one.s. Personally that isn' t worry-

ing me considerably. ( laughter) 

THE PRESlDEl\'1': It • s going to worry less of you and me and ot her millionaires 

next year . As a matter of fact, of course, what I am talking about is 

not investing previous investments in war Bonds . I am talking about in-

vesting ear ni ngs in \'far Bonds --current income . There isn' t very much 

use after all, if you have got a _thousand dollars in the savings bank 

which 1 s probably doing pretty useful work sanewbere , taking it out of 

the savin:;s bank and putting it into Government Bonds. Now, of course, 

• 
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any people that have got larger current incomes than 55 thousand dol­

lJirs , which I think you total up - - might be sane difficulty , 

~ I am sure everybody ~ere would appreciate it if t hey would lift the limit 

of 12 hundred dollars on tax anticipation notes? 

THE PRESID3NT: Yes, I think there is a lot in that. I don ' t know. You had 

better ask t he Treasury about that . 

Q Well , in connection with the Bonds, Mr . President, would they be considered 

as t axes for purchases over the 25 t housand net incane proposed , or 

would people have t o buy them out of that 25 t housand that is left . 

THE PRESI DENT: Oil , you will have to ask the •r reasury -- technic~l question . 

Those ere details . Remember y~sterday I said somethin g about details . 

Q Mr. Pr esident , in connection vdth that, you r emember you were very gener­

ous a couple of weeks ago i n translating Ur . ( James) Landis' (o.c.D. ) 

"ter mination of the illumination" as "turn out the lights ." How about 

"stabilize the remuneration"? (laughter ) Can you translate that one 

for us? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you are going to get i t t oni ght, (more laught~r) 

You just bold your horses until about quarter-past ten. In other words , 

about half-way through the speech. 

Q Mr . President, in your Budget Se~ar you spoke about the desirability 

of getting "calender" and "fiscal" year straight ened out , and having 

them coincide - - something of that sort . Have you done anything abrut 

it since someti me in January? 
' 

THE PRESIDEI;n' : Yes . I have spoken about it to sane influential people who 

pass laws, And nothing- has happened yet . 

Q They are nat gstt ing anywhere? 

'1'1:!::: PRESID.::tn' : No , not yet . (It ?:ould) make it easier for ail of us , you 

know. A year would be a year . 
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UR . P . BRANDT: Mr . President, have you , or ~111 you issue a Directive t o the 

War Labor Board asking them to stabilize wages? 

THE PRESIDS~~: That ' s a detail, Pete . 

IAR. P . BRANlJl': Pretty big one . 

THE PRESIDEm': Yes. Lots or big ones . That • s _not the only one . 

t!ISS lt.AY CRAIG: Mr . President, if'_ I could get rather personal, I would like 

to know how you are getting along with t he wooden coal barges? 

T"dE PRESIDENT: I haven ' t heard , May, for about a week . They said t hey have 
. I 

got - - ! ·think they listed 19 pl aces t hat were capable of building them, 

that used to build them in the old days . Now how many of the 19 will · 

be put t o work on them, I couldn' t tell you . 

Q Mr. President, there have been reports t hat all of the tankers would be 

taken out of t he East Coast At 1ant ic . Could you comment on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard of it at all . 

(pause) 

VOICES: Thank you, J.!r . President . 

(laughter) 

\ 

· (Notebook VIII- PC -- page 134 -- JR) 
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CONFIDJ:NrlAL 
Press Conterence #823 
EXecutive Office ot the President 
U&y 1, 1942 -- 10. 45 A.ll ., E.~.T. 

~ Good morning. 

~ Good morning, sir·. 

THE PRESIDENI': liell, it's the first of May. End of the coat for a while . 

(the President was not wearing his coat) 

(pause here-) 

l~R . DONALDSON: All i n . 

THE PRESIDENT: I have had a -- an informal report from Mr . (Paul V. ) McNutt 

' 

on a thing we talked about before , and that was registration of women . 

He has consulted 'IIi th the Social - - the women members of Social :>ecurity 

Board' s Federal Advisory Council, and with other Government officials, 

and they are a greed that at the present time we ought not t o have a - -

a registration of women. 

Then, he says, the conclusion is based on a caret'ul study of the 

current and potential damand for women wor.kers, in relation to the 

• · numbers of both men and roman ....no are now available for and seeking 

work . Over the whole country -- over the country as a whole there are 

more women workers who Y:ant and are available for jobs then t here are 

job openings for them at the present time . 

Almost a million and a half women workers are now registered with 

the offices of the Employment Service as being available for work. 

They believe that they are being given and should be given an increa e-

ing opportunity t o serve . Pre-employment try.ini ng of women for indus­

trial jobs is being ropidly expanded . Any ;•:oman now has an opportunity 

to register volu11tarily for wort: at any one of the United States - - 15 



. -· 

' 

II 

• 

/1823 - - 2 311 ' 

hundred United States Employment offices. And the Advisory group 

further recommends that State laws and regulations covering the con-

di tiona of women's work should be preserved and extended in those 

States which are - - which haven' t got enough in the way of w0111en 1 s 

laws , such as the total number of hours a week , and the One Day Rest 

In Seven, and other meal and rest periods , and proper safeguards for 

health and safety. And that they -- so they recommend that nothing 

further ebould be done at this time . That is not a permanent thing, 

of course , but· - - at this time . 

MR. J. 1'/RIGRT: Mr . President, I noticed in the morning papers that (Brigadier) 

General (Lewis B.) Hershey talked about registering boys from 18 to 

20 . Sometime ago you were having a study made as to whether the law 

should be changed so as to ma.ke that class available for military duty • 
. 

Rave you reached any conclusion? 

THE PRESIDENl': I haven' t bad any report yet , Jim. That ' s the first I have 

beard of i t. 

~ ( interposing) !.lr. President ---

THE PRESIDENI': (continuing) Nothing bas come to me. 

~ Is there anything said 1n that report about the number of States which 

were below par? 

THE PRESIIENI': No, no . 

Q 1.:r . President, you are accepting t he recommendations -- I mean to the 

holding up 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes, at tbi s t 1me . 

MR. GOI1NIN: Mr . President - - Mr . Pr esident, you have .noticed this Housing 

program -- you had, your Housing heads in here yesterday . It would ap-

pear from what ws read rbat t he House of Representatives did not ap-
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propriate for a Housing program that was up to your original expecta­

tions . Is that correct? 

THE PRESIDENT: That's right. 

A!R . GOJJNIN: ~1ould you like to say s<m~ething on that? 

THE PRESI DENI' : Yes, and they are going to try all they can to get the Senate 

to restore the amount that we asked for, because I t hink i t is very 

much needed • 

!.ffi. GOD\\'IN: Yes. May I go back to the McNutt matter? In those employment 

agencies where I have had any knowledge at all on the subject, most of 

the women were appl ying for non-industrial jobs . _They . were office and 

housekeeping -- housework jobs. That figure of. a milli on and a half 

might not mean that they were there asking for v;ar jobs . Does that 

mean anything to you at all? 

THE PRESIDENr: i'lell, of course, apparently they feel that enough of them are 

applying for war jobs to take care of the situation at the present time . 

I t doesn't mean that a million and a half are applying for machine tool 

jobs • 

. And I have a - - I think Steve told you yesterday about these checks 

that are coming in to help- win the war . And I have one check here --

a money order for ~107 .50 . I think it is a pretty good illustration of 

a great many of these 1;hat are coming in . 

Here is a man wit h a wife and three children. (reading): 

... !Te realize that wars cost money, a nd can only be won by· 
sacrifice and loyalty to one' s Government and those gallant boys 
who die for us , but not in vain . I registered yesterday.with 
the 45 to 64 class along with the President. Tonight our Presi­
dent ca sually mentioned a casual air-raid on Japan. I would 
like t o hear of more of t hem 'in due time. (laught er) 

"As a self-sacrifice ar;1d appreciation of what is being 
·done for us, I and my wife are sending half our life s avings t o 
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our Government , to be used for another bomber t o blast our enemies 
in repayment for Pearl Harbor . Our bank account is just ~215 .00. 
So we send a cbeck for $107. 50, and I promise to buy War Bonds 
till it hurts. The $107. 50 is our family's contribution to the 

bomber. " 

Q !.:r . President , could you tell us the occupation of toot man? 

THE PRESI:>EliT: I don •t know . He doesn't mention it . 

Q. ·ilhet city is it from, sir, csn you say? 
~ 

THE PRESIDElfl': I am not giving out names -- any of these names . It might 

be called an invidious distinction. There are eo awful lot of them. 

If I gave out one it would oe a bit unfair for all the others I didn ' t 

mention. It ' s j ust typical of the many letters comi ng in. 

Q. V/ould you care t o comment on the condition of the contents of the basket? 

(laughter) 

THE PRESIDENl': Well , most of i t has been -- has been done, because most of 

the st uff is for file . 

Q l.ir . President , can you tell us •:hether you discussed this B.E.w. Order 

with Secret ary Hull yesterday? 

THE PRESIDE?Jl': Yes , yes . 

Q Are you planning any modifications? 

THE PRESIDEm': Wouldn ' t call t<hem modificat ions . I would say - - I would 

say clarifications . 

Q. Will that tend to give the ~tate Department the amount of authority it 

should have in that field? 

Tllli PRESIDENI' : The way I would put it is this -- instead of putting it 

t h.at way , I would say that there is no question that the Stat e Depart-

meot is in charge of the for eign affairs of t he United States . Some 

people haven ' t '!Uite realized that fact . Some JlSOple in other depart-

ments of the Government want to run foreign affairs . Legally they can' t . 

, 
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ilhen it canes to certain financing in other countries , or course', that 

is a purely administrat ive job. And I suppose the easiest illustration 

I can use on it is -- well, I don 't know whether this should b\ off the 

record or not . I don ' t think it rr~es an awful lot of difference , 

You take the P,roblem of getting out -- getting rubber. We don' t 

grow any rubber in this country . There is a lot of wild rubber and 

several other tress down in Mexico, for instance, that you can get sap 

out of that does make rubber . And the policy was, up to a few months 

ago , t o offer a very high price for that rubber, In other words, a 

purely financial matter. And we tried it out . We supposed that if 

we offered a price that was higber than t he market , the rubber would 

be fort hcoming out of the forests . 

well, they were very grateful for t his offer or a higher price , 

but the rubber did not come out of the forests . The B.E. :V , yery proper-

ly - - because it wasn' t coming out -- recommended that we organize a 

what might be called a business operation -- a procurement operation 

is the correct word, to go down there and organize crews that would go 

into the forests and bring out the rubber, because the previous method 

hadn' t -- hadn' t got what wa hoped for . 

Now on that in this Order as I signed it, it wasn't clear, 

quite frankly . The negotiations with our sister Republics ought to go, 

obviously, through the State Department . The actual operation, aft er 

the negotiations had been completed, was with the sister Republic. The 

actuel operation of procurement would be done by B. E.W. , because the 

State Department , obviously, is not a procurement agency . 

Well, there ..ss same question as to l:tow the negotiations should 

be carried on with our sister Republics, and I t h1wc that is going to 
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be clarified . As I said, the State Department does remain in charge 

of our ro~ign relations . 

Q Well , I take it, Mr. President, that it would be clarified by some kind 

of directive? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. A letter, or an amendinent to t he Order . It doesn't 

make much difference which way. 

Q Mr . President, I wondered if you had had an opportunity to read Stalin's 

speech? 

TRE PRES IDE~'!': No , I haven' t. 

Q Mr . President, have there been any reactions in Vichy to' your remarks the 

other evening? 

THE PRESIDEln': I haven't heard a peep yet. (lauGhter) I suppose there 

will be , 

Lm. GOUHIN: ~. President, it might be a detail entirely, but when you were 
• speaking or t his rubber and the expedition to get it, that is wild 

rubber, isn 't i t 

THE PRESID!Nl' : ( interj ecting) Yes . 

hR. GOU.VIN: (continuing) - - - that is jungle rubber? 

THE PRESIDENT: Except that this -- some or you people who cover the State 

Department might know - - and B.E.w. A great many years ago -- 25 years 

ago, when the price or rubber was very, very high , a lot of people got 

together and planted these trees. I know a great rr~ny or them in Haiti 

-- in Mexico . Some or t hem were planted in Hai t 1 -- not rubber trees . 

I can' t think or the name -- (phonetically) ka-reel-eo? (Castilla?) 

Q Guayule? 

THE PRES I DEN!' : What? No . Guayule is a plant not a tree . 

The State Department will. tell you. Sumner .;elles i<nows all about 
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it . And these trees -- l the P\ople lbo put t hem in found that they 

didn ' t -- they wouldn ' t pay for a long time . And then now they are 25 

to 30 years old , which is the ideal time. But they have been allowed 

to r,un wild . I n other words, the canpanies that put tllem there went 

out of business . And there are the trees in out-of-the-way places , and 

we hope t o be able to go i n and tap them. 

~ kny apprecl.able number of t hem, 1£r . President? 

THE PRESIDENT: ?/bat ? 

Q Any appreciable number of t hem? 

THE PRESIDENT: ~uite a lot . I was surprised . 

Q Mr. President, is tha t (phonetically) Kos- tee- a? (Castilla?) 

THE PRESIDENI': Whet? 

Q (phonetically) KOs- tee-a? (Castilla?) 

THB PR3SIDE!ll': I think that ' s iJ; . Something like that . I don' t know how 

to spell it . 

I.:R . J . WRIGHT: l!r . President , can you t ell us where you got all those good .r 

' hwnan interest stories the other night -- that we can' t get? (laughter) 

THE P~IDENT : Jim, I will tell you -- I 1rlll tell you off the record, en-

tirely off t he r ecord -- what happened. 

t:ondey night I was sit ting upstairs , going over the fifth drai't of 

the speech, and I said , "l:Y God, I want some human interest in this. " 

And Harry Hopkins was sitting over in the corner . He sai d , "Why don ' t 

we see if they have~ ' t got some real s t ories in the Army and Navy? " 

Q ( interj acting) '.'le tried t hat l (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I know you have . 

Wel l , the~ vms a lot there that I did not use . Well , I called 

up (Captain) John McCrea that same night , about nine o'clock, and he 
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went around to the Navy, and sent word to the Army. And by ten o• clock 

Tuesdey morning we had t hose stories, and three or four ot hers wnich 

I did not use. And ·I -- I agree w1 th you absolutely the t we are not 

handling human interest stories of that kind in the right way . 

Q That would be grand if ' 1e cwld ---

THE PRESIDENT : (interposing) It would be grand if we could get tham. There 
/ 

is · no reason i n God 1 s world why you shouldn' t. Those stories have been 

over there on this for -- I don' t know -- several weeks ---

Q (inter jecting) I know it . 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing ) 

Q. l'le don' t get them. 

and you fellows ought to have bad them. 

THE PRESIDENI' : I know it . I have been yelling - - I have bee n yelling about 

it ever since. I hope you will get them. I won 't guara.ntee anything . 

Q If you will yell , sir, we wi~l get t ham . 

THE PRESIDmT : ','lllat? (laughter ) 

Q You say )'OU have four of t hem. Couldn't you tell those now? (more lauehter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , this check for ~107.50 is one of them. 

Q It they could give tham out from time to t ime --­

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes. 

~ (continuing) --- it would rewy be grand . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

!.USS 11.AY CRAIG: Mr. President, how is your plan for reor ganizing the press 

services coming on? 

'IHE PRESIDENT: Coming on pretty well . I am getting somewhere . '· I would say 

in about a week: we are going to have somet hing. 

MISS MAY CRAIG: Mr . FTesi dent , when you reorganize, couldn' t you coordinate 

Press Conferences so you wouldn't have t hree or four at one time in the 

Gover nment ? 
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THE Plm:liDEm': Couldll't I what? 

W:SS J.!AY CRAIG: Couldll ' t you coordinate the Preas Conferences so that there 

wouldll' t be two or three of them at on.e time? 

THE PRESIDmi': \Vell, that ' s wbat this meeting is for , to coordimte the Press 

Conferences. 

MR. GO~'liN: That ' s right , 

Mr . President, there are one or two very bold Government officials 

that have called Press Conferences at 10.30 on Fridays , for instance . 

THE PRESIDM : Who? 

MI) MAY CRAIG: 

THE PRESIDENT: 

Yes , Mr s . Roosevelt di d once . (loud laughter) 

Alld where did you go , May? 

m:ss MAY CRAIG: I cams her.e , and went late there . (more laughter) 

Q. Mr . President , you said in your speech the other night that aid would 

be gotten to China under all circumstances. I wondered if, in v iew 

of the fall of Lashio at the end of the Bunna Road, you could tell us 

if steps are already being taken ill that direction, in a general Yiy? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that might almost be called a military secret . 

Q In a general way? 

THE PRESIDENI': It ' s go ing aloJl8 all right, 

VOICES: Thank you , !.lr . President . 

(Notebook VIII-PC, Page 138 - - JR) 
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THE PRESIDENI': All right , Tell them to come --- (newspapermen begin t o 

file in) . Oh , here they are . (then turning toUr . 'Early) : Got any-

t hing for me? 

WR. EARLY: All the news is off the r ecord . 

( l ong pause here as newspapermen continue t o file in) 

MR, DONALD30~: All in , 

THE PRESIDENI': Steve says I have noth ing , Not a thing . 

!.!R. EARLY: I said all the IJews i s off the record . 

THE ?m:SID:::m': It isn' t even off the record . Too hush-hush for that . 

~ Is there anything you can say on the L:adagascar situation? 

THE PR!:SI~ll': No . I don' t think: so. 

~R. GOUfliN: Mr . President, if I -- the news th i s n.orning indicated , I think, 

t hat you had asked for reduced appropriat ions for certain things , in-

e l uding the c.c.c. and N.Y.A. \'las that correct? 

THE PRESID~~: Yes . Keeping -- keepiDg just t he vrer activit i es . 

YR . GOIJSIII: The last time you mentione,d N. R. A. -- N.Y .A. , you spoke of it as 

having pr oduced a large number of trained machinists, I think you said . 

TI:G ?RE.>IDSNr: About 400 thousand a year. 

LlR . GOU."ilil: How many? 

THE PRESIDJ!li!T: 400 thousand . 

!&\. GODWIN: Would this reduction interfere ,with that 

THE PRE/;;IOM : (interposing) No . I think it keeps th.at g>ing 

MR. GOUNili: (continuing) --- or from some other source? 

ffi:!: PRS3ID:::l·11' : (continuing) --- the only activity that is kept gqing . 

' "'--' 
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~ Mr. Pres ident, could you tell us something about that special request 

you sent up in regard to the F .S.A. -- Fann decurity? 

THE PRES~DEtn': 11hat was that? 

Q 120 million . 

'mE PRESI DENT: I couldn' t tell you. I don ' t know. (laughter) I don' t 

recognize it . 

<:: The letter to (Vice President Henry) iiallace? 

32 0 

~ Mr. President , getting back to Madagascar , have you any infonnation as to 

whether those cruisers , which were reputed here to have arrived in 

Madagascar or be on the way, were there -- the French cruisers? 

THE PRESIDn.lT: No . I don' t think so . Ex:cept quite a long time ago I 

think they went out for the day and returned the same night . I am not 

.sure , but that is my impression . 

~ There was a report that they went to lladagascar. 

THZ PRESID:El~ : I t hink that is when t hey started in the morning, and I think 

t hey came back the same evening, 

Q Could you say anything for the benefit of t he gentlenen in Cennany who want 

to know about the two battleships that went -through the suez Canal? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I don ' t think so . They are on the way to Sh.angri-La. 

(laught e r) 

r Any news of activity there, sir? 

'll!E PRESID~"fi' : \'/hat? 

~ Any news of activity there, sir? 

THE PRESIDENl': No . They are buildi ng a drydOCk there: (more laughter) 

Q Mr . President, can you tell us anything in general about the meeting of 

the Pacific War Council? 
• I 'IRE P!U:SIDENT: No . It continued harmonious and successful in its operations . 
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I think that's about all the news. (laughter) 

MR. GODNIN: (aside) How about it? 

fl$24 -- 3 

'" 

32 1 

Q About a - - a-- a month ago you sent up the nomination, Ur. President , of 

Earle o. Harrison to be Commissioner of Immigration ---

THE PRESIDENI': ( interjecting) Yes . 

Q. (continuing) ---and Senator Guffey of Pennsylvania announced that he 

didn ' t like the appoint ment and w:>uld oppose it , It bas been held up 

there meanwhile, apparently with no action. 

THE PRESIDENT: Why? 

Q. That is what I wanted to ask you. 

'IRE PRESIDENT: I am asking you. I certainly have not withdrawn it , 

Q. Would you care to say whether you have any intention of withdrawing it? 

THE PRESIDENl': Ho intention of withdrawing it whatsoever . 

Q Do you desire early action? 

T'rlE PRESIDENI': I do . (laughter) The reason is I think he is a good man 

for the place . 

Q You don' t think that the Senator' s objections are any good then? 

THE FRESIIEl'IT: That ' s right. Uaughter) 

Q Mr . President, you mentioned Social Security taxes in your speech the 

other night. Is that a part of the cost of living program, to increase 

Social ~eourity taxes at this time? 

THE PRESID.El\'T: It is part of the -- part of the tax -- the original January 

tax Message . 

(pause) 

VOICES: Thank you, Mr . President . (laughter) 

Q. (aside) For what? 
THE PRESIDENT: For what is right . (more laughter) 
MR. OODNIN: Not much of a meet ing, Mr . Early . Not much of a meeting . 

(Notebook VII I - PC - - page 152 -- JR) 
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~ Here is another interesting document that was rather wideiy syndicated. 

(handing to the President The llashington Post for Uay 15 - - Broad-

way Glossary , by Leonard !Jons , as follows~: 

"E~uality -- At Hyde Park last weekend some ct the visitors 
discussed the proposed 25 thousand dollar ceiling on incomes. 
' It 'll be a true equalizer if incomes are limited to that 
figure ,' said one ot the visitors •••• 'Think so? ' asked the 
President .. ' l~ell, ' was the reply, 'it will mean that for 
the first . time the President of the United States will make 
as much as the president of General Motors ,' " 

THE PRESIDENT: Probably true . (laughter) 

~ We were scooped. 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

~ We ~~re scooped then . 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it would add to it that I will be worse out of 

pocket than the president of the General l.!otors Corporat ion . It will 

be a larger deficit . 

Q. t'lhat we "~re mostly interested in was the wide publicity given the Hyde 

Park trip. 

THE PRE3ID!NT : Wasn ~ t that curious? Strange t hings happen in common . 

MR. OONALISON: All in. • 
THE PRESIDENT: I have got to read something first. (pause) Oh , let ' s see 

-- number one, I have got another chart like last month ' s , on Lend-

Lease aid . And Bill (Hassett) will give you the chart. It shows 

another rise for the month of April, of exports from here under Lend­

Lease, to well over 600 million dollars for the month of April • 

Q Tho.t is the total for the month , si-r 
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THE PRESI DENT: (interjecting) Yes . 

Q (continuing) - - - 600 million? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . Bringill8 the total aid from !.!arch , 1941, through April , 

1942, to 3 billion 835 million dollars . You can have that. (handing 

the chart t o Mr. Hassett) 

MR. HASSBTI': Yes . · 

Q Ur . President , can it be said whether ar not shipments to Russia are now 

' 
up to the Mosc'ow protocol? 

THE PRESIDEm': Coming along all right . That ' s all I can say . 

Q Mr. President , would there be any figures outside of the Lease- Lend that 

woul d add to the picture of what is being sent abroad? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes and No . ~ course, things that go to our own people -

on the other side are going over all the time . 

Q He means purchases of t he Bri t ish, I think. 

Q Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I imagine so , because I don' t believe t hat all of the 

material which .they ordered themselves direct - - before March , 1941 - -

has yet been delivered . I don ' t know how much that amount is . 

Q Could you tell how many months it took at the beginning to equal that 

600 million dol l ars - - how that compares with the - --

THE PRESIDENI': (interposi ng) You mean when the previous purchases equaled 

. 
the Lend-Lease deliver ies?· 

Q No , back to Lend- Lease . At what time -- by what time had you sent 600 

million dollars Under Lend- Lease -- t he first 600 mil lion? 

THE P~IDE!\"1': That I couldn ' t tell you . Wait a minute -- give me the 

give me the chart . (turning to !t.r . Hassett who handed 1 t to h1.Jn) These 

are those column things. (indicating) They don ' t 'ouite equal the actual 

. . 
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actual tigures, so I would have to guess it . You can see from this 

1t you take a ruler you can tell pretty well. It ' s the only way 

you can do it • 

For instance, 1n March , 1941, there's a little tiny bit , and then 

each month-- April , May, June, July , August," September, etcetera 

each month it goes on up. Well, i f you add all those little things to-

gather until you have added enough together to make t hat column of 600 . 
I 

million dollars, you will get an approximate estimate. 

Q It looks as if it went quite a way . 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , now, let ' s see. I would say - - you will have to measure 

this -- this is not any statement by me -- I am doing it by eye -- one , 

two , three -- I woul d say at a guess : last October . By last October we 

had seat a total of 600 million over -- !Larch to October . 

~ Including October? 

THE PRESIDE!;'T: Vibat? 

~ Including October? 

THE PRESIDENT, Yes, I should t hink so . 
I 

But as I say, you would have to take 

a ruler and measure it, and do it yourself. 

~ J.lr . President , how much of this material has actually been delivered? 

THE PRESIDENl': What? 

~ How much of this material has actually been delivered? 

THE PRESIDENT: '.'fell , I can ' t --you will have to take a ruler. You will 

have to see what we shipped out of here . I can' t tell you the proportion 

that actually got there . Pretty good proportion . 

Q Does that also incl ude t he Services over here? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Jt Q That also includes the Services over here , does it not, this 600 million? 

.. 
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THE PRESII>Em': No . This is stuff shipped • 

Q Stuff shipped . 

Q l1r. President, does it not include ship repair in American ports? 

THE PRESIDENI': I will have to look and read it more carefully. I don ' t know. 

(pause) I should say, Yes, because o~ this sentence : (reading): ~The 

major part of the aid supplied is in the fonn of f inished munitions.~ 

Now that means that the minor parts would be in things like ship repair. 

Q Does it include food, Mr . President? 

THE PRESIDEm' : Yes . Oh , Yes. 

Q Mr . President, does the 3 billion 835 million dollar s represent exports 

or t ot al expendit ures? 

THE PRESIDENT: That -- as I was just saying , I gather from that sentence - --

Q (interject ing) Yes , sir . 

THE PRE5~DENT : (continuing) - -- that the major part represe~ts finished 

munitions which means export . 

~ Is the breakdown on t hat confidential and secret ---

THE PRESIDE!\'T: (interjecting) Yes. 

Q (continuing) --- as to what nations got it? 

THE PRESIDEm': Then I have got - - I have signed the (phonetically) ~facie 

bill -- W.A.A.C. - - taking ladies i nto the Amy . (laughter) I have 

also signed an Executi ve Order establishing the '.'/omen' s Army Auxiliary 

Corps , and providing for its organization into units. The objective of 

t his Order ~: the nwnber of units shall not exc~ed a hundred, and the. 

total enrollment shall not exceed 25 t housand . That , of course, ie for 
' 

this t ime . 

Q Could you tell us, sir, who is to head it? 

• THE PRESIDENT: '.'/hat ? 
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~ Rave you selected the Director? 

THE PRESIDEm': \'lhat? 

~ Rave you selected the Director? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no. 

q !Jr. President , since the Board of Economic ilar:fare informally took over 

some shiploading, it is reported that ships are going out of New York 

Harbor for South Africa only partly loaded . I wondered if you had any 

~ decision as to whether the Board of Economic i'/arfare or the War Shipping 
• i)•...i\M~~v. .. 't•""' ;J 

ioard is to handle loading? 

THE PRESIDENT: The Shipping Board . There has never been any question about 

that. 

~ Mr. President 

~ (interposinG) Mr . President, in a current magazine there is a piece ap-

paaring this week called "Congress For Victory ." A stateaent is made 

in t~at piece that t his coming Congressional election may well be the 
I 

most important , from the ltmerica.n point of view, since the Civil ·.var. 

Do you coincide with that view? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, in the first place, what magazine was it? 

Q It's the New Republic. 

THE PRESIDE!-lr: The New Republic -- which I haven't read for a great long 
• 

"time . I haven' t read the articl e, and categorical statements like that 

ere perfectly s illy . 

' Q Mr . President, going back to Lend-Lease, you said you couldn't give us 

the destination, but could you say whether even a small part .of it ·went 

to South America? 

'l:m PRESIDENI': I couldn 't even tell you that . If I were to say that, then 

sane body would say, "lioYI much of it went to China?" and so forth and so 
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Q Mr. Preside~ , a ft er the Pacific war meeting the other day several of 

the people who participated came out t alking about a lecture that they 

had heard on loose talk. 

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing) I guess so. It is quite customary on my part . 

(laughter) 

Q ( cont 1nuing) \Ve ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And very much needed . Because , My God, the 

loose talk - - I think there is more of it in Washington than all the 

rest of the country put together, qui te frankly . The country is all 

right . The country is keeping a pretty close mouth , but I don ' t think 

Washington is. 

Q Didn' t you mention to them loose talk from the Far East? 

THE PRESIDEm': What? 

Q Didn' t you mention to them loose talk from the Far East? 

THE PRE3!DENT: Oh , various places of loose talk, not just the Far East . 

Q. Prime Minister (John) Curtin says you are not aiming a t him. Could there 

have been anybody else in Australia ---

THE PRESIDENI': (interposing) I wasn't aiming at Australia . I am aiming -­

there are lots of other places -- India, Egypt , South America. In fact 

every continent. 

Q A place called Capitol Hill? 

THE PRESIDENI': What ? 

Q A place called Capitol Hill? 

TrlE PRESIDENT : That is included in the District. (laughter) 

Q Is there any loose talk in Shengri-La? 

THE PRESIDENT : No. 'l'hey are perfectly marvelous . (more laught er) 

' 

• 
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~ Mr . President , is ·there anything you can say as to what' you visualize 

in taking over these commercial airlines, upon what appeared today? 

'-
THE PRESIDENT: Well , simply this, Jim, that we need all the planes that we 

can get of every kind . Actually we have even taken over a lot of "puddle-

jumpers," little bits of one-man planes and two-man planes for various 

purposes . Anything that will fly almost ·is useful to the Government, in 

this war. And the same way, there is -- as we extend the f ighting, 

actually getti~g into the fighting in various parts of the world, we 

have to have more transport planes . 'fie are taking over a greet many 

transport planes -- commercial planes that belong to private owners for 

war necessit i es. And I think people in this country are going to be --

going to understand it very well . 

Well , just for an example·, I always , you know, use the personal 

equation a good deal . A couple of weeks ago I had come dov.n from New 

York -- just one spot -- .from New York -- to see me in the course of a 

week about 12 people, who came dovm to see me on non-Government and non-

war business. Nothing to do with the Government. Nothing to do with the 

war. And out of those 12 people seven came by plane . ~ell , that was 

all right . The line ,.;as running . Now those 7 people needn ' t have come 

by plane. It v~s just the easiest thing to do , and the plane was run-

ning . All right . No kick about their having come by plane . 

But suppose vm were to cut the service ~etween New York and Washing-

ton, or Chicago and \'ias' ington? Supposing we had cut it in half? Those 

people would come , and would come gladly , by train, instead of by plane . 

And I am inclined to think that that is an increasing necessity in the 

country . It isn' t so very long ago that t here wasn't any plane service 
t 

~ 

between Nevi York and 'll'ashington, or Chicago and 7/ashington . ..:Verybody 

got on pretty ''mll. 

,, 
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And in the same way it does affect, and pr obably will more greatly 

affect, as time goes on, ~he Air Mail service . It is only a relatively 

few number - - small number of yeaxs ago that we didn't have any Air 
( 

A!ail . I guess the country could get along without as much Air Llail 

service as they are getting today. 

~ Mr. President, I bad in mind particularly whether you were impressed 

with the idea that transpor t pla.nes should be built t o carry as much as 
,, 

10 thousand pounds with a plywood chassis, etcetera, as part of thi~ 

gener~l program of transportin~ l arge amounts of frei~ht by air? Is 

that all part of the same picture? 

THE PRESIDENT : Well , I couldn' t - - I couldn' t tell you weight- carrying 

capacity . I don ' t ·know. But we ·are building a very large number of 

transport planes for. the Army and Kevy, and that isn' t enough . ~e 

need more . 

~ !Ar. Pres i dent, can we infer from whet you said about the visitors taking 

the train t ha t t here won 't be any shortage of coach transportation on 

t he r a ilroads? 

THE PRE.:iiD:C:NT: No. You might have to stand up . 

Q I di dn 't n.ean t hat . There has been some t a lk about the possibility of 

restri cting even coach traYel on railroads . 

THE PRES!~~: I shouldn' t think we had come to that point yet, but we have 

to remember another t hing, t hat there is natural curta ilment in it, be-

cause t here will be f ewer people this summer , because of work:in(S, who 

will go away for summer hol i days by coach, as well as by automobile . If 

it be conies necessary later on it will be done , but I don ' t see any 

necess1 ty at the present time . 

lit ~ ~ . President, have you accepted the resignation of JUdge James B. Allred 

L ..• 
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of Texas as Federal judge? 

THE PRESIDEI\'T : Oh, wasn ' t that given out? I accepted it - - I don ' t lcnow, 

what? -- a couple of days ago , (turning t o l!r , Hassett ) Will you check 

on t hat , Bill? 

!.i.R. RASSE'l'T: I will look that up. 

Q !Sr . President , have you any comment, sir, on the announcement by Governor 

(Herbert ) Lelunan that he wruld not seek renomip.e.tion, and would not ac­

cept renomination? 

THE PJm:>IDENT: (almost silently) No . No . 

(pause here while the President read a document in front of him) 

THE PRESIDEI\T: That ' s not ripe. (laughter) 

Q Mr . Roosevelt, in connect i on with your discussion here on planes you made 

the remark about our getting into fighting in various parts of t ·he world, 

when you said we would need more transport planes , Is there anythi ng 

you could say in elaboration of t hat? 

TH3 P!CSIDE!\"T: Ko , eJCcept we are 3ettins into the fight more and more , and 

in different new places all t he time . 

Q t:r . President , cruld you say whether the report is correct t hat there are 

American troops in !.ladagascar? 

THE PRE3IJEl:T: 1 don't think I could say anything about it . 

:.). Mr . President , do you believe t hese gasoline rationing cards should be 

secret , or a matt er of public record? 

THE PRF'...,I DE:NT: A matter of public record . 71hy not? All I read - - all I know 

is what I Nad in the papers . The 't1hite House i s go ing -- I am doing 

the same t hing by trying to curtail'the gas that is used in the White 

House oars • 

Things like well , just for an enrnple , I he.,ve got a pretty careful 

/ 
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search going on as to how we can save gasoline in the i'lhite House . "nd 

or course everybody knows that I expect to g> to Hyde Park occasionally 

in the next s i x months . But every time I have gone up there I h.ave al-

ways sent a White House car up by road , for my own use. And I have sent 

a Secret Service car, for their use , up there by road . •:tell, that is a 

matter or -- up and back -- of about 500 miles , and that wears out a lot 

of rubber, and it burns a lot of gas. 

So I am leaving one •lhi te :Souse car up . there , thereby saving 500 

miles , and leaving one Secret Service car up there - - a t otal saving of 

a thousand miles . Of course , t hat is just an illustration of uow we a1•e 

trying to cut down on the consumption of gas and the use of rubber as 

much as we possibly can . 

Q Mr . President, in connect i on with maki.Dg those gas ration cards a matter 

of public record, it has been suggested that holders of cards be made to 

carry a sticker on their windshield i ndicating what kind of ration card 

t h'\Y have obtained, should they sbow up at the ball park or r ace track - -­

THE PRESIDE!\'!': (i nterposing) I am awful fond of a lot of details in all kinds 

of departments , but that is a new one on me, and I don 't thi nk that I 

should even be asked to answer t he quest i on . 

Q I beg your pardon? 

T:!E PRESIDENT: I don ' t know is the answer. 

Q Isn't that an invitat i on to rock- throwing? 

Tl:{E PRESIDEJII'T: What? 

~ Isn 't t hat an invita t ion to rock- tht·owing? 
' " 

(laughter) 

VOICES: Thank you , t:r . President . 

(Notebook VIII-PC -- page 157 - - JR) 
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