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MR . GODNIN: (on his way to his seat ) Working bard today . He (the President) 

has got his coat ott . 

THE PRESID~~: Can you squeeze through that little space there? 

l.lR, GOl7.'TIN: Since sugar rationing, sure . (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENI': After that I should call you "sweetness . " (more laughter) 

MR. EARLY: That will hold you for a while . 

MR. GODl'fiN: What? 

THE PRESID~~: St eve says that will hold you for a while. 

1/.R, DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have had a number of letters and telegrams and questions 

asked, in regard to bringing in same very much needed labor from ~exico 

to help us in same of the places where there is a great shortage of farm • 
l abor to move certain definite crops. I asked the State Department what 

the status was, and they -- they gave me this memorandum. 

The arrangements were made under an agreement l'litb the !lexican 

government, on August 4, to bring in Mexican agricultural workers. And - -
at the present time t here are beillg bro~t in under that, 3 thousand 

llexican agricultural workers, nearly all in California . I think a few 

in Arizona. 

The State Department says contingents of several hundreds of these 

workers have been moving across the border, under the supervision of 

representatives of the Farm Security Administration. That has been going 

on for the past 3 weeks, These hlexican workers have crossed the border 

with great enthusiasm, and have marked their trains with banners expressing 
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their eagerness to serve t he Democratic cause by saving harvests vital 

to the war effort of the United Nations . 

The State Department also says that thousands or other Mexican 

agricultural worker s have registered with their own government as being 

ready to le.nd a hand in the production of strategic food crops tor our-

selves and for our allies. The effective work of those a lready in the 

harvest fields of California, readiness of many more to lend a helping 

hand, the generous response of t be Mexican government to our call for 

agricultural manpower, are eloquent witness of the important role that 

our Mexican allies can and are taking in the war of producti on, upon 

which the inevitable success of our mil itary program depends. 

And of course - --

Q. (interposing) !.!r. President, 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) in the - - I take it that others will be 

brought in, if they are needed t o save crops at the time of harvesting, 

in Stat es that are nearest to the Uexican border. But if necessary in 

some cases, like the ~!ontana beet fields , they ar e already moving in 
• ' some of the Japanese labor into the Uontana beet fields . And it is 

expected that with the shortage Oh, I don ' t know what the shortage 

is , I think you will have to leave it off the record, because it ' s just 

recollection on my part - - about 8 hundr ed or a thousand more people 

will probably make the safety of that gathering of the beets assured. 

I was told somet hing I did not know before, and that was that if you 

once get t he beets out of the ground -- it ' s very hard work, it isn't the 

kind of work t hat women or high school children can do -- 11' you ones get 

the beets out of the ground and pil e them at once , it doesn ' t make any 

difference if they freeze after t hat . But you have got to get,them out 
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of t he ground bef ore the around freezes . And now that will be accomplished 

before the ground freezes . 
' 

~ Mr. President , will some of t he Mexicans replace the Japanese in the truck 

gardens . ~n California? 

THE PRESIDE!fi': That I don't know. 

~ Where did the Japanese come from who are being shipped to Uontana, s ir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Concentration camps. 

Q. Mr. President, what sort of arrangements are you working out on paying them? 

Do they get regular wages or not? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think they do . I don't know what -- I don't know if it ' s 

regular wages, but they get paid. V~at the scale is, I don ' t know. -.... 

Q. The Jape don ' t pay our boys over there . 

THE Plr5:SIDENI': I don't know. 

Q. · ~.~r . President, is there any estimate of the amount of Mexican labor that 

would be available? 

THE PRESIDEl\T: \'le have got 3 thousand under way now, and I suppose several 
\ 

thousand more . And of course , probably -- you have got the winter months 

comi~g on, and when there aren ' t any harvests they go back home, and 

return in the spring when they are needed . 

I don • t thin.k I have got anything else . 

~ Ur. President , can you tell us anything of your talk (today) with t:r . 

(Paul V. ) UcNutt? 

THE PRESIDSNT: Oh, we are just going into the situation. We are expecting 

a report from this employer -- I don't know what they call it -- manage-

ment ~~rk group. They have been giving it intensified study now for two 

or three weeks, and that report ought to be in early next week • 

Q. Do you plan to sign the tax bill today or tomorrow, !lr . President? 

• 
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THE PR.C!:SIDE!,'l' : I haven' t got it yet • 

~ You will sign it as soon as you get it , sir? 

THE PRESIDENT : I may read it first . (laught er) 

Q Tbe excis~ rates vdll go into effect November 1st, I understand? 

THE PRESIDENT: \'lhat? 

Q The excise rates will go into effect November let . I t has to be s igned 

today or t omorrow. 

THE PRESID~~ : I think in order to put them i nto effect November let, inst ead 

of December 1st , the bill will have to be signed before tomorrow midnight. 

Alld actually - - well, I haven' t seen the bill. I have bad Budget and 

Treasury all at work studyi ng it, and explaining i t in - - in the English 

language , as distinguished from parliamentary language, and I hope to 

get somet hing that any one of us can understand, and then take action on 

i t before tomorr ow midnight . 

~. J . :miGaT: Ur . President, going back to the manpower thing, there has been 

some discussion of blanket exemptions of dairy farmer s , and people on 

st ock farms , and so forth . l s t here anythi ng you could tell us about t he 

general rr~npower picture no~, as it applies to this situation? 

THE PRESIDEt-.'1': Only -- only this , Jim . I would say that - - Oh, let ' s take , 

what? - - a simple formula . Suppose there are a hundred people -- men and 

women combined . There are probably at least 50 places -- different kinds 

of occupations , including being soldiers , including bei ng farm workers, 
' 

including turning out airplanes. There a r e aoout 50 di fferent categories 

that we have got to consider -- satisfy - out of t hose hund.red people . 

Now any legislation which attempts to say what proportion must under law 

be carried out is unsound, for t wo reasons . Things vary in different part s 

of the country. They even vary in two cities that are 50 miles apart . They 
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vary in needs between one month and another month. And i f we ~nee 
• 
start to go into the details of the use of man~ver by legislative 

amendments, instead of one amendment , you might get 50 amendments . 

And if you got 50 amendments covering all the different -- the 

different occupati ons that they went into, e ither the thing would 

be - would be contradictory contradict itself , or would be --

even if it didn't contradict itself , might apply in October, but not 

apply in November . And that ' s - - that ' s vmy I don't think that the - 

the iimiting amendments by groups , oocupet i ons , trades , war necessities, 

or anything el se, is perhaps the sound way of approaching i t . Yo~ can 

have some over-~ll object ives. That ' s all right . 

Q I didn 't think so much of specifi c legislation as I wondered if, in your 

talk with Mr . !.:cNutt , this thing bad been canvassed to the point that 

you knew what you vtere going to do about tbe famers? 

TH3 P!USIDE:n' : r1ell , except that v;e have got to take care of it, that ' s 

all. I couldn' t give you the details . 

Q ),;r . President , speaking of that , i s there any -- have you in your dis-

cussioos -- have you seen any way of handling this thing short of a 

general over-all authority granted to you by Congress , for doing - -

for putticg t hem where they should be in this situation? 
• 

'mE PRESIDENT: \'lell , I think ~;e had better v.-ait until we get the report 

of this board . It ' s such a tremendous -- it's a matter of tremendous 

complexity in different parts of the country that I wouldn ' t like to 

talk about it until I --. I get t he factual report , and the recommends-

tions of the people , who have given it certai nly more study than anybody 

else . 

And ell that r.:cKutt said was that they had reported to him they 

were getting on extremely ~ell, and hOped to bring in a unanimous report 

·--
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on 'Which all of t he dift'erent elements represented were 1n agreement . 

Of course if that could be done, that would be good. 

~ Mr . President, are you 1'8JIIil1ar at all with the Tolan Committee 1 s report 

on manpower , which was made during the day? 

THE P~IDENT: I heard it had been made up. I haven 't seen it . 

MR. GOD\¥IN: What did you call that , a manpower -- that group .of IJoNut~ ' s, 

did you say manpov.er? You had some phrase there that --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No . I think it's called the management 

MR. ~~qLY: (interjecting ) I will get the name . 

~ Labor Management Conunittee . 

'lHE PRESIDID\'1' : Labor L!anagement Conuni ttee . 

MR. GOD'I!IN: I would like to be really element al about it , Mr. President , 

as everybody has his o9m problem, and probably everyone who goes into 

it. will find a farmer who says that he had three farmhands helping him 

milk the cows, and trundle the milk do9m the end of the lane , and that 

two of them left for the factory for three times the wages . Now the 

old man and the farmhand can't milk the cows . They are C.ying to get 
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it hauled d09m there . The sum total of that is the prediction of a I 

milk shortage . And the sum total is the prediction of other shortages all 

through the country . 

THE PRESIDEl\'T: That • s what we are trying to avoid. 

!JR . GOIJ,'.'IN: What? 

THE PRESIDmi': That 's what we are trying t~ avoid. 

llR. GODWIN: Is that the thing v1e are leading up to? .. 
THE PRESIDENT: I think it goes a great deal farther than that - - infinitely 

farther . 

;tell now, for example, one of the problems that we have probably 

got to face --mind you, that al l ties in with Government finance--
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the purchasing power -- I was out for a drive the other d.ay, and went 

through a small town not far from t he National Capital. And wa got 

held up in traffic two or three times , and -- and I was looking in 

the store windows . My Lord, three quarters of the store windows ware 

filled with luxury goods , just plain luxury goods t hat we could do 
( 

without , all of' us . And one reason is that about -- Oh , a year and 

a -- year and a half ago, maybe, people began stocking up their inven-

tories, all over. Now we have got to face the question on manpower 

as to whether we are going to allow the production of luxury goods 

any more. That ' s a very nice question . 

MR. GOU.riN: (interjecting) Yes . 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) Now, here is just another little angle . In 

this country cash - - dollar bills , five -dollar bills, nickels , dimes, 

~uarters , fifty-cant pieces -- (there are normally) about 9 billion of 

them. And today t here are about 14 billion, using very rough figures . 

In other words, an awful lot more cash floating around. rlell, I remem-

ber I went into the Navy Department in 191.3 , and every two weeks I got 

my salary in cash , and I put it in my pocket. I don't know where it 

went. (laughter) It just went, I hed money in my pocket . I couldn't 

keep an account w1 th mysel1' . And after about six months of this , 

certain complaints came from back home about payi ng the grocery bill . 

Q {interjecting) I guess you didn't have a newspaper expense account then, 

l.Jr. President, (laught er ·) 

THE PRESIDENT: No, but I have made one out several times . (more l aughter ) 

And so I began.t aki ng my salary by check and putting it in the 
• • 

bank, and taki ng perhaps 5 dollar s cash for the week and putting it in 

my pocket -- trying to anyway. (laughter) 

' Q (aside) UntU tomorrow, (r.tore laughter) 
' 
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.. t THE PRESIDENT: Now people that have got this extra 5 bi llion dollars in 

the country in t heir pockets, they are going to spend an awful lot of 

that automatically - - it's just human nature -- for unnecessary things 

luxuries . 
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Now if they spend it for luxuries, there is going to be a demand 

for lULUries on the pert of the storekeeper, because he can sell them . 

And making luxuries usesup manpower. So that ties in with the manpower 

problem. Perhaps an effort shoul d be made to be a little more drastic 

in preventing the manufacture of luxuries , If you don't see luxuries 

in the store window it means the store hasn ' t got any , a nd you don ' t 

buy it because you don ' t see it, or if you ask for it, they haven't 

got it . 

It's a - - it's one of those perfectly elemental things which enters 

into all kinds of problems. For instance , buying war bonds, If a 

fellow takes his salary in cash, the v~y I did , he is much more likely 

not to buy war bonds . I don't think that -- I don ' t thia~ that you can 

take one aspect or the t hing - - I wouldn 't know how to write this thing 

-- I don ' t think you can take just one aspect of the thing , about the 

problem of the milk farme rs getti.ng his milk down to the end of the 

lane ---

L:R . GOI7.'!IN: (interposing) That (phrase) answers pretty well. 

THE PRESID~<T: (continuing) - - - without considering all the other things. 

MR . GOI7.'lm: That is true . 

THE PRESIDE!'v'T: Yes . 

Q But you don ' t forget the farmers? 

THE PRESID.El\'T: Oh , no . Then , of course , you come to another thing. I know 

one place in this country v;here e farmer could very easily get t wo or 

three high school boys to come down there and carry the milk down the 
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end of the lane . Also, I know other places in the country, out in 

the L:iddle West where the distances are great, where we can't get any 

high school boys to help them. Every county i s different from every 

other county. 

l.lrt . COIXHN: That's right . 

Mr . President, is there anything you can tell us about a plan to 

fUrlough men fran the A:r!rJy to go back into industries where they are 

needed? 

THE PRESID:ENT: Oh, I would say again the rule or co!lllllon sense, I saw 

people on this trip, as reported by the Press Associations 

Q (interposing) Inadequately, Ur . President . 

THE PRESIDE>.'T: What? 

~ Inadequately, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Vfuat about that? (much laughter) 

~:a . DOUGLAS CORNELL (A. P . ) : (aside) That's a matt er of opinion. 

t!R. MERRDW<N s.!ITH (U.P .): (aside) Inadequate opinion. 

THE PRESID.sm': I saw boys -- I won't say boys , but men 35 to 40 years 

old in two of these camps . Well , J:.y Lord, they would have been much 

better off in a munitions factory . I don ' t -- I th.ink they were too 

old to march 25 miles a day with heavy equipment . And I imasine t hat 
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in the A:rmy some of the people who have been inducted already , especially 

if they can be definitely u sed in a definit e place , some trade they 

know to be useful in war production , that t hey will be furloughed back 

to that kind of work, instead of staying - - trying to st ay in a combat 

division in uniform . 

Q Will they continue • o draft men of the older group , ~r. President? 

TI£:': PRESIDENT: I don't know. Of course there are some fellows, mirabile 
~. 

dictu (wonderful to relate) , who are st ill physically 1'1 t a t the age 
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of 40 that might be drafted . (laughter) 

Lffi. GOUHIN: Mirabile dictu. 

THE PRESIDENI': Yea . 

Q Ur. President, in connection with that, would you care to comment on 

the fact that the House of Representatives passed the Selective Service 

Extension Act within 5 days after you made the public statement on the 

subject? 

THE PRESIDENT: (laughing) I think it 1 s fine. That 1 s easy . 

MR. GODWIN: Mr . President , John Blandford (l\ational Housing Administrator) 

has started in motion some policies , I think under your directions, 

which might lead us to the taking over under some form or another of 

some of these large houses -- with two or three people in them -- of 

20 rooms. That leads back to your old "parasites," rem8Jilber? 

THE PRESIDENI': Oh, yes. (laugllter) 

t.:R . GOD:IIN: He has actually started 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing ) h~t? 
• 

llR . GOli.'IIN : He -- ware you aware of that? were you aware of that? 

THE PRESIDb!NT: I read sanething about it. 

MR. GOJY.illf: He has started that, and I vxmdered if you were behind 1 t , or 

knew anything about it , or could you say anything more about it? 

THE ~~-ro~~: No . Except that this -- on this same drive yesterday, I 

did go up a certain rather well known avenue in lashington, D. c. , 

(laughter) - -

tm. GO~VIN : (interjecting) Yes , sir. 

THE ?RESID~~ : (continuing) --- end I saw house after house that didn ' t 

• have any curtains in the windows -- evidently wasn ' t being lived in • .• 
Perhaps the "paras ites" had left . You see what I mean? 

~. GOON!~ : ( interjecting) He has got something there . 

---
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THE PRESIDENT: (conti nui ng) And the question i s t hi s : A l ot of them haTe 

been turned i nto rooming houses , and t hey a r e serving useful purposes 

as such , But I think there are a lot of houses i n Washington that 

are just pl ain empty, Now, why shouldn't they be used? 

MR. GOD1ITN: His idea leads up to t aking those bi g houses and making t hem 

into rooming houses, or apartment houses , on a pretty @P~ business 

bas is. I wondered if you knew anything about it? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t , but I thi~ it ' s a pious idea , as long as it 

doesn' t cause too much hardship. 

Q Mr . President , in 1936 you endorsed Senator (George W. ) Nor ris 
• 

(Independent of Nebraska) for• re-election . He i s runni ng agai n 

this year in a ) - way race . I wonder 1f you would care to say any-

t hing about i t ? 

THS PRESIDD.'T: l:ell, I am sort of caught unprepared on t hat one , but I 

tell you what I wish you ~~ulo do . I have got a r ecollection that 
I 

in 1936 I went to a gre.at bi g , I think it was an organizat i on Democratic 

~eating i n a -- one of t he biggest hal ls I have ever seen, Aksarben 

Hal l (Coliseum) , Omaha , Nebraska . 

~ Mr -. (Tom) Reynolds • (Chicago Sun ) home town , r.:r . Pres ident . 

THE PR:.:SI DBJ'n' : Jbo? 

~ ~r . Re~olds . 

TBE PRKSIDEN'l': (laughi ng) Oh . 

And I made a speech at t hat t ime , and it ' s in -- somewher e in 

my public paper s . 

Affi. EARLY: (i~terjecting ) In my files . 

THE PRESID~~ : (cont inuin~ ) And I would be afrai d t o quote from it , because 

i t ' s a long t ime s i nce I saw it . But the fact remai ns t hat at ~hat t ime , 

• 

.. 
• 
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in that speech , I did get a Democratic organization meeting up on ita 

teet cheering for George Uorris . And Steve (Early), if you dig that out 

and have it copied, that part of it - - I don't know what there were --

five or six paragraphs -- let the boys have it . It ' s public property . 

It isn' t copyrighted. I don't know -- I don ' t know that I would change 

one word of what I said at that time . I would say from recollection --

you bad better let me see the speech first . 

JAR. EARLY : You might change it . 

THE PRESI DENl': Yes • 

MR. F . PASU.'Y:· Mr . President, on Senator Josh Lee ' s rider to the Selective 

Service Act on the 18 and 19 year-old age group, a lot of people think .. 
that it ' s probably an entering wedge for perhaps a second 18th Amendment 

in World War Two by the drys . Would you care t o conunent? 

THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of it . ~fuat does it do? 

~ffi . GODWIN: (interposing) It provides - - -

UR. F. PASLEY: (interposing) It would bar beer in Army camps and Navy posts, 

and would establish out-of- bounds areas on hard liquor. 

T'dE P!lESIDEtn' : Hard liquor too? 

UR. F. PASLEY: Yes, sir . (much laughter) 

THE PRESIDE<~ : I think -- I think I had better see it before I --- (more 

laught er interrupting) . 

MR. 00!7/liN: (aside) Pretty good . 

C", See what , lir . Presi dent? 

THE PRE;;;IDE:\'T: Whllt? (more laughter ) 

See ~. Pasley. ( a~in more laughte!l 

VOICES: Thank you , ~ . President . 

t (Notebook X-PC - pa-e 127 - JR) 

• 
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CONFI!mn'IAL 
Press Cont~rence #854 
Executive Offi ce of the President 
October 23, 1942 - - 11 .00 A.M. ,E.w.T. 

(Mrs. Ernest Hemingway, and Mr . Alexander Woollcott, 

were guests at this Press Conference) 

Q Good morning. 

THE PRESIDENI': Good morning. 

Q (to Mr . Early) Did he (Mr . Woollcott) come for dinner? 

MR. EARLY: What? 

Q Did he come for dinner? 

MR. EARLY: I think he is Mrs . Roosevelt's guest . 

Q Did he come for dinner? 

MR, EARLY He is staying for dinner -- several of them. (laughte~) 

Q I hope he doesn't break his leg . (more laughterJ 

!JR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t think I have anything this morning. That is 

why I am late . Steve (Early) has been trying to f ind something. 

The only other other thing, which is off the record, is that 

yesterday I was given a very wonderful present tor the Hyde Park 

Library, b:r Mr. (Augustus E. ) Giegengack, the PUblic Printer. It ' s 

a complete file of one of the most famous newspapers that was ever 

published, called Stars And Stripes Paris -- in the old days . 

And it was one of the -- as I said , it is one of the greatest 

newspapers of the century. And Mr . Giegengack was one of the 

editors . stephen Early was one of the editors. 

MR . EARLY: (interjecting) (laughing) Oh t 

THE PRESIDEl\'T: (continuing) And 1!r, Alexander l'ioollcott, who is on 
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the sofa, was another one . 

ll.R. EARLY: (interjecting) He was. 

THE PRESIDJ!:Nl' : l'i'hat? 

MR. EARLY: He was . 

THE PRESIDENT: Sure . {laughter) 

Well, there are some things in this paper that probably 

shouldn't be reprints~, but for people who are old enough to 

remember the days of the old war, there is some quite intere~ting 

material in it . I see Mr. (Fred) Shipman, the Librarian at 

Hyde Park , is w1 th us today , and i t will be a great acquisit!-on 
I 

for the Library up there. There are very few complete copies . 

That's not news, but just an item. 

I have a meeting at 11.30, which somebody will probably 

ask about -- War and !!avy Secretaries, Admiral Leahy , General 

!.:arshall, Admiral King, b:r . Land -- Admiral (Emory s .) Land, 

A<bllral {Howard L . ) Vickery, Donald Nelson, Lewis Douglas, 

Harry Hopkins - - just to talk over the -- the general situation . 

As you know, we have these meetin3s. about ·-- siJnilar meetings 

a bout once a week. 

One of the things we ore going to tal~ a bout is in regard 

to the general materiel production problEm -- we talked about 

it yesterday in Caoinet -- and follo~~ng out a little bit what 

I was talking about the other day, a further limitation on the 

production or non-essentials and luxury or semi-luxu.ry goods , 
• 

in order to get more steel, in order to get more of everything 

which would 'go into essentials -- the real essential military 

thing. 

L 
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And there is this one -- one item -- I don ' t know whether 

this should be called background or not -- that I think that 

we should all remember: War changes plans. A year ago the 

experi ence of other nat i ons in the previous two year s had led 

to recommendations for the -- for certain necessary munitions. 

And even in e.not her year t hose necessit i es change because of 

further experience . And it fs always an impossible t hing to 

lay down a program, let us say now, for the exact number of 

things. -- various items that will be produced in the year 1944. 

We may have to make changes . 

Well, just the simplest example - - I think I have used it 

before - - is t he - - is the t ank program. A year ago we had a 

very largg scheduled production of light tanks -- hl- J •s. And 

some of you who ~~re on the trip went to a factory in Detroit 
. 

that had been t urning out a large number of lisht t anks . Well , 

the experiences of tank warfare , especiall y in the Libyan area 

since last January, led us to change over to Bb-entirely different 

type of tank, the M-4 · 

And then came another question , as t o whether our original 

estimate of tanks was not a bit too high , from the point of view 

of transportation to battle ar eas . And we are not turn1·ng out as 

many units of tanks t oday as the program of nearly a year ago 

call ed for , On the other hand, ~e are turning out very much the 

same weight in tanks -- the same number ofpounds of steel - - in 

a smaller program , as there ~~re pounds of steel in the larger 

. . program,. because the size of the tank has increasea. 

And th!lt is why t hese meeti ngs -- like t he one this rno1•n1ng 

II . -
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are being held f rom t ime' to t ime , t o modify the det ai ls or programs 

in the light of new experience& And secondly, t o det ermine from 

t ime to time whet her we ~re doing our utmost in the tot al o~ 

pr oduction, not just the munitions , but all kinds or ot her things , 

so that ther e isn ' t any specif i c thing t hat will be taken up today . 

There will probably be 50 things taken up today . 
, 

Q Mr. President , in your J.~essage to Congress you asked for 45 thousand 

t anks in the calendar year 1942 . Can you tel l us what the new 

f i gure is? 

THE PRESIDENT: I couldn' t tell you t hat. Oh , I suppose i t would be 

considered a milit ary secret . It ' s a small I would put it 

this way, ft ' s just what I said before, it ' s a smaller number of 

tanks, but probably the same emount of steel going into them. 

• Q 1.:r. President , would that same ratio , between numbers and weight , 

' 

-appl y to airplanes? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , yes. 

Q Fewer a i r planes , but - --

THE PRESIDENT (interposing) Fewer actual planes but the the same 

wei ght of aluminum and steel and other things as in the larger 

number of units . 

Q Is that translated into harder bitting por.er? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . Yes . Uore gun- power 

Q (interposing) Can you tell us , s ir --

THE PRESIDENT: (continui ng)--- l onger ra nge . 

-Q Can you tell us , sir, anything about your conversation with Mx>. 

Andrew Jackson Higgins , sir , of Louisiana? 

THE PRESIDml':. \'tho'? 

!~ . !!.<P.LY: (inter jecting) Higgins . 

1 70 



) 

#854 -- 5 

C I mean he was here earlier in the week. 

THE PR::SID:mi': tlo . ~fell, I can tell you this, that they have 

directives in the !.!aritime Commission , and the i'/ .P.B. (War 

Production Board}, to find something tor b:r . Hig~ins's plant 

to turn out . In other T.-ords, in that particular case it's 

one of the results of my trip. I found that the re was a 

en idle plant . Well , 11' you have got an idle plant that 
. 

can make things , the next step is to find the best thing 

that we can put into the plant . 

~ Mr . President 

0. (interposing} h~ . President , a minor point . You referred to 

li~t tanks. Bot h the M-3's and U- 4's are classified as 

mediums. ·. 
I THE PRESIDENI': I guess you ' re right . I think you' re rigbt about 

it . The l.'-4 is a lot bigger than the ;.!- 3· 

~ Mr . Presiaent , could you tell anything about the chan~e-over of 

tighter pla nes to t hese newer type hi gh-altitude fighters? 

THE PRESID?:!,'T: Of course, t hat's changing all the time . 

c Is that change- over responsible for the f act t ha t t here was a 
. 

drop in fighter plene production i n the late summer? 

THE PR::SI O::::NT: No • 

r No? 

T~ PRESIDE~ : No. There isn't very much change-over . 

Then , of' course t here is another thing which you always 

have to bear in mind. Well, we will call it - - we will call 

it "X", so as not t o get too clo!le home . An ''X" plane 1s sent 

' 

• to a certa in ar~e which lias been usinl>; the "Y" uef'ore . hnd they 
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iove the "X" plane , They think it ' s a great deal better t han 

the "Y". At the same time we send the · "X" plane to anothe r 

area of the world , and they say, "Oh , No, No. We much preferthe 

"Y".·type of plane . " 

Wall , they all have to be made to ·realize that one type 

doesn ' t work as the best type all over the world -- different 

conditions, different slants, different kinds of trainin~. 

Not just ourselves, but all the other Unit ed Nations that are 

f l ying planes , Some of t hem like this t ype, and some prefer 

the ot her type . So we can' t be didactic about it and say 

that type "X" is the best type . Somebody else- may prefer the 

''Y" . 

~ Mr. President , t here are some of the facilities in some ot the 

airplane pl ants that have been operating at less t han full 

time, of course , because of material shortages. I am wondering 

whether this re-arrangement is going to provide for a 

emphasis on material s into those airplanes as against 

items? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think it 's entirely a question of materi e ls. 

It ' s a question of some of the -- I don't ¥mnt to create invidious 

comparisons , but it is true that one or two of our pl ant s ere 

essentially assembly plants . And it ' s also true that the 

some of t he manufacturing plants , which were the ~ert:f parts 

which were supposed to get these parts dovm to the assembly 

plants , are behind , I don ' t think there is any use in saying 

which - - which plant or plants ar e behind. Some of you probably 

know. There was one plant which I visited - - an assembly plant - -

that_ we, eXRected would be receiving enough parts to be in absolute 

'• 
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tull production by thi s time, which when i t gets into tul l 

pr oduction will probably employ bet ween 40 and 45 thousand 

people . E'y Jove , we get there and find they have only got 

8 thouSillld people, because the perts are not caning in from 

• 
the other places. However , that - - that to me is a matter only 

of a very few weeks before they will be in full assembly pro-

duct i on . 

MISS ~y C.RAIG: Mr. President, while we wer e ---

~ (interposing) Mr. President, 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing ) Go ahead, May . 

MISS MAY CRAIG: While we wer e wai t i ng to come in, we were talki ng 

about the principle of repri sal shackling of prisoners . ~lould 

you discuss that? 

THE PRESIDmT: No . I thi nk you had better get the State Department 

to discuss it , because while I know all the highlights about it, 

they know all the details . 

~ (interposing) t!r . President , have you had ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Of course , I suppose - - I suppose the 

easiest way of putting it is that theoretically the Geneva 

Convention is the rule under which the United Nations have 

been operating. 

MR. J . WRIGHT: Mr . President, can you e;1 ve us some examples of 

these luxury goods you are t alking about - - that you had your 

eye on? 

TRE PRESIDENT: Ob , I don ' t know. G<l down F Strllet 

MR. J . WRIGHT: (interposing) How? ( la1lghter) 

THE PRESIDENT: (~ontinuint; ) Go down F Street , Jim. Look in the 

store windows . Do some window- shopping today . · You will see what I 

I 
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l!!ean . Things that you and I could get on w1 thout. I saw in one 

of t hese etores the ot her day -- I saw a baby carriage . Now you a nd 

I can do without a baby ca1•ri age . (loud laughter) 

MR. J . \'JRIGHl' : lf.aybe we couldn' t get a l ong without them , l.!r . Pres i dent . 

(more l aughter ) 
: 

!...'ISS UP:! CP.AIG: I think t~t depends . (again more laught er) 

~ Mr . President, have you had any further word on when you will get t he 

report of the Labor Managen:ent Committee on manpower? 

THE PRESIDE!.\";l' : Early next l'reek , I was t old yesterday . They di dn ' t say the 

exact day . 

Q l.!r • .President , to r e turn to t he Geneva Covenant , 1s there anything you 

could add t o v.ba t you just tol d us , beyond t hat one sentence? 

THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn ' t trust ;eyself to do it , because I don ' t mow the 

details of 1vhat i'.as been happening in the last few days . 

HISS UAY CRAIG: .1e didn ' t mean details , we meant principle . 

THE PRESIDENT: '.'/hat? 

t~ISS !t.AY CRAIG: iYe didn ' t rneim details , we meant principle . 

T'.tiE PRESIDENT: VIall , I have - - t he only thing I can t ell you t he1·e o1ay 

be a lot more since then - - i s that when the prisoners that were cap-

tured by the British in the Dieppe raid were brought a shore , I under-

stand it tha t some of them had their hands tied during the time that 

t hey came out of t he boats - - the ti'me bet;:eeo· then and the time they 
·~ 

went into the concentration camp. ~ow that , of course , was not a 

viol ation of the Geneva Convention, it was merely securit y i n trans-

portation . And that that was followed by a wholesale , apparently a 

whol esale shackling - - or v1hatever the word is -- of British and 

Canadian prisoner s , v:hich were not being tra nsported v:ho were not 

• 
i 
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being transported, but were actually there under guard . l~ow that was 

a violat ion of t bs Geneva Convent ion . Now v1bat bas happened since then, 

I don' t know. 

c !.lr . President, t hat raises the question of whether, in view of what the 

Japs have been saying on the radio t ney are doing to certain men al-

leged to have been left behind from the Doolittle ( bombing ) r a id (on 

Tokyo), ere we going t o continue to stick: to the Geneva Convention? 

.; 

THE PRESIDENI' : 
I 

Certainly . They -- they don 1: conform to the Geneva Con-

vention, if they do what they s ay. 

~ Well , whet I mean is, there will be no reprisals on our pa1·t? 

THE PRESIDEi'lT: Well, you had better t a l k to the State Department . Now I ' m 

~etting in too deep . 

,. ... r . President , could you clear up the mystery of what kind of "organi-

zers" (Rear AcLrnirall Emory land was t al king about? 

THE PR~ID!l."l' : I haven't read anything . He was here yesterday. I 

didn ' t talk to him about it . lfe were talking a bout other things . 

And, Pete, I don't know, I honestly don ' t know. 

Q ( interjecting) {jokingly) Don't call ~Pete . (laughter) 

THE PR~ID:ENI' : (continuing ) I saw in the newspapers that be said be 

had been misquoted , and that ' s all I know. 

Q ~r. President , could you tell us anything about your conversation 

with L!r . t~yrQn Taylor last vteek? 

THE P~lDENT : Yes . It was very sat isfactory . (laughte r) 

VOICES : Thunk you, i.lr . Presiden-t . 

(Notebook X- FC - - paee 149 -- JR) 
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Executive Off'ice of the President 
October 27, 1942 -- 4•15 P.M., E. \V.T. 

~ How do, s ir. 

VOICE IN TID! BACKGROUND: Right along. Right along , gent l emen. Hurry up . 

THE PRESIDEtfi' : Somebody with a whip out there? 

C Sounded like i t . 

VOICE IN THE BAC!'.OROUND: Right along. Ri ght along, please . 

Q Saturday night in the movies . 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes . ( laughter) 

l!.R . FRED PASLEY: (in the background) Hi, !Jr. President . 

VOICES: · Sh - sh - sh . 

HR. EARLY: He {Fred Pasley) did a question on prohibition. 

Q Bring it up. 

MR. ~Y: 71hat? 

Q Bring i t up . (laughter) 

' ,; 

176 

:£ t:R . OON.l\LDSON: All in • 
• 

"' ~ THE PRESIDENT: I think about the only thing I have is a letter that was sent 

4 on September 26 t o Admiral (Emory s . ) Land , and !Jr . (Donald) Nelson , and 
[.M.' .. ~t\no fJ 

Army and the tlavy, t he Defense Plant Cor poration, Federal. Housing Agency , 

in regard to trying to keep down the cost of ~~r production in relation-

ship to t he use or power . 

I say, (reeding) : "In arranging for t he electric power supply for 

war plants or establislunents , t he cheapest sources of power consistent 

with war requirements should be used ." 

In other words , it •:,ill save the Government a lot of money . 

{continuing r eading) : "Public and private power supplyi ng a~encies 
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should be advised as far in advance as possi ble of the prospective loca-

tion and requirements of plants or establishments on or near their systems, 

in order that they may assist in solving the power supply problem in

volved, at the lowest possible cost . In many instances it should be 

possibl& to lessen power costs, if provis ion is made for power t o be sup

plied to the consuming agencies directly f r om the power generetiAS 

agency . If the lines of t he lowest cost pow6r supplying agency do not 

connect immediately fdth the war plants, there is no reason why connect

i ng lines of other companies or agencies should not be utili~ed , for a 

reasonable transmi ssion charge. I am asking the Federal Power Commie-

sion to cooperate by using i ts emergency powers , when necessary, t o make 

availa ble t ransmission end other appropriate services for the effectua

tion of t he policy ." 

(handing the papers to ~:r . .SSrly) Steve will have --

!.lR. EAlU.Y: (interjecting) Thank you . 

THE PRESID~flr : (continuing) --- a copy of t hat for you as you go out . 

I don ' t think I have got anything else . 

Q Mr . President, did you listen to your radio from ten-thirty to eleven last 

night? 
' 

TEE PRESID~T : I did . $everar people dining -- we l istened to it . ( ~endell 

Wi llkie ' s speec~ to the nation on his 32 thousand-mile trip) 

r -Anything you could say about t ile speech, s ir? 

THE PRE5IDID71':. I don 't know. I suppose the easiest t hing t o say is -- I 

don't !mow whether it should be off the record or for background -- t o 

paraphrase o.n old ci~rette advertisement: there isn ' t a controversy 

in a carload of speeches . 

~ r Ur . President, did you feel thot L:r • .lillkie supported all of your ob-

.. 
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jectives? 

THE PRESI~'T: I just said I didn' t t hink that there ~~s a controversy i n a 

carload . 

Q Is that off the record, pleaoe? 

'IRE PRESIDENI': Oh , you can put it on the r ecord , i f you want . That's all 

right . 

Q Does that mean that you agree with him on 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I told you there wasn't a controversy in a 

carlqad . 

Q (continuing) --- most of those points? 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) I will sing it, i f you want . (laughter) 

Q That would be fine . 

Q Go right ahead , sir . (more laughter) 

Q. Ur . President , Mr . ;1illki e suggested in hi s speech that ---
• 

Ti~ PRESID~~: (interposi ng) Is this just another form of the same question? 

Q I thia~ not, sir . 

THE PRESlDENl': All right . • 
~ (cont inuing) But in the countries which be vis ited, some of tham had given 

a local and a limited significance to the Chart er signed by you and L1r . 

(~inston) Churchill because of its name , the At lantic Charter . I ~~nder 

if you could explain ---
. 

THE PRESIDENI': (interposi ng) I think that ' s in a perfectly proper form to 

answer, because it' s a mat ter of r ecord . If you look back in the record, 

you will find that -- Oh , I think twice l ast spr ine - - and 1s . Hull on 

one or t wo · occosiona , have already made it perfectly clear that VI!' be-

lieved that t he Atlantic Charter applied to all humanity. I think that ' s 
• 

a matt~r of record • 
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• Q Mr. President, is it understood generally, do you think, that the term 

.. 

' . 

"Atlantic Charter" refers to the tact that it was drafted while you 

were on the Atlantic Ocean? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so. Just the locus of the moment . 

Q Mr . President, could we put quotation marks around "the Atlantic Charter 

applies to all humanity"? 

THE PRESIDENT: It you will add to it, "as the Secretary of State and I have 

said several times before." Then you can put quotes around it . 

MR. EARLY: · Quote the whole? 

THE PRESIDmi': Yes . In other words, I don' t want it to appear that that is 

a piece of news from me today, because it isn•t . It ' s old stuff . 

' . 
Q. ·1u- . President, can you explain why the New York Times, through Hanson 

Baldw~n, has been able to give us the most complete account of the 

battle of Cuadalcanal in August? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I think you had better go and find out . I don't know. 

I have heard quite a lot of kick abo~t it, and I haven't followed it 

through . I don ' t know any more than you do. 

Q I am not kicking against the New York Times . 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes. 

Q (continuing) I am kicking against the Navy and the o .w. I • 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. You had better f ind out, because I haven't had 

time to look into it. 

Q l!r , President, can you add anything to what the Secretary of the Navy 

said this morning about the battle of the Solomons? 

THE PRESIDENT : No . I don't think so . I think well , for instance , the 

headline or the (Washington .C:vening)' Star in the star is, I think, 

accurate . I don't know that I would use the adjective "decisive" battle, 

because -- but the rest of it is all right . " Battle Ragas in ~olomona." 

I 
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(laughter) Like asking the queetion which were the decisive battles 

of the world -- nobo~y knows . There is a battle raging in the Solomons . 

And the outcome is not clear , as Secretary Knox says . 

Q Thank you, sir. 

Q (interposing) Mr. President, - - -

THE PRESIDEm': (continuing) I think that 1 s all rig)lt . 

Q. (continuing) --- I don' t know whether the Censor will let this by, but 

are you going up to Hyde Perk to vote, and are you speaking before the 

election? 

THE' PRESIDEm': I don't think I will speak before the election, and I don't 

know whether the Censorship will let it by, "as to whether I am going to 

vote by letter or go there . 

Q If it ' s by mail they will , J.;r . President. (laughter) 

Q t.lr . President, have you any camnent on tb.e progresJl of .llnglo-American 

cooperation in the Caribbean? 
. 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, that -- that talk I had this morning with Mr. (Charles w.) 

Taussig, and- a man named -- (looking at his appointment l i st) - - Sir 

George Geter - - G-A-T-E-R - - who is on the - - one of the British com-

missions. Mr . Taussig is on our commissions . 

And we have been discussing, as you know, for about a -- I think 

over a year -- I started it -- the economic and ~1 future for the 

people of the llest India Isl.ands, which are owned by a good many 

different nations . A good many of them are British - - ws have a number 

-- the French have some , the Dutch have sorae, Venezuela has some , 

Col ombia bas some. And there may be some other scattered islands that 

I haven ' t thought of • 

And I felt for a great many years, knowins the territory pretty 

well, that something ought to be ~on~for their economic and social 
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future . They have been a l iabili ty to the nations to whose sover eignt y 

t hey belong. And my thoughts have been running along certai n lines 

which ought to be carried out for all of the i sl ands . 

I am not talking about Puerto Rico now, because that is a separate 

problem, like Haiti , San Domingo and Cuba, all of which have very large 

populati ons. But outside of those three main islands -- Haiti and San 

Domingo being on the same island outside of that , most of the islands 

' are small, and exceedingly poor . 

I think there are certain things which are worth ,;;oing ahead with 

the present and past studi es , such as , for example , the extensi on of t he 

franchise, and the putting in of compulsory education, as a starter . 

And then try to make the islands as a whole self-sustaini ng, That means 

• a certain investment, but probably a profit in the long run . I don ' t 

mean necessarily a financial profi t on the investment . I think you 

will get your investment back, which is all that a government could 

hope to do . 

Just, for example, in simpl e i llustrations, some islands can grow 

catt le , Others can ' t . And yet you can' t get cattle -- meat - - sheep, 

chickens, and so forth , from one island to another because there is no 

refrigeration. In most of these islands it is almost impossible , as 

some of us know, to get any decen1; meat, because you can't keep it , 

because there is no refrigeration. And about the only meat you eat has 

been killed ~:i thin a i'ew hours from the time 1 t goes on the dinner table . 

Other islands 'are eating things v;bich. are not grown on the island , Some 

islands , for example, buy most of their foodstuffs from long distances , 

which ·means that their own money goes to other places , which is not good 

economy, There are some islands where the production of cattle, f or 

' 
example , is under way, with distinct possibilities for the future . They 
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• buy t heir shoes in the United States , or in England, or a little while 

ago in czechoslovakia , when t hey could pr obably make most of t heir own 

shoes themselves out of their own bides . A great many items of that kind 

which have been studied . 

And we a r e working toward an economy and a social system t hat will 

be a very marked improvement , and cause t hose islands to take care of 

themselves, i nstead of being looked after from the outside, and help in 

the general world picture of a better economy . 

Now t hese commissions that have been at work -- some of t hem have 

been finished -- the studie s Ell'e continuing . And I hope t hat some method 

will be worked out so that all of the islanas, excluding t he three big 

- . • ones , can be brought i nto an economic and social terun for the benefit of 

all of them. 

• Novr t hat is about as far as we have got at the present time, but 

it 's one of the very interesting studies which I think we initiated over 

here , and about two years ago . And it ' s working toward a definite r esult. 

Q. Mr . President, would this economic and social t eamwork require a certain 

amount of political unity? 

THE PRESID~'T : ~o . No . Certainly not. ~:ore self - government in each island, 

Q. !.:r . President, does the plan cover the French 1 slands? 

THE PRESID~T: We hope so . It's a little bit difficult to go ahead w1 th that 

at t he present time , but there is no res son r:by it shoul dn ' t . 

Q. Mr . Pr esi dent, do you have
1any comment, s ir, on the one-year training amend-

ment in the l ·, and 19 year- old bill? Speaker Rayburn today said that t he 
• 

bill could not be taken up formally by t he HQuse until November 9. 

THE PRESIDENT : Just because there isn ' t any House here . Isn ' t that the reason? 

~ I thia~ it ' s r aally because of the -- of the one-year training amendment 

!II .. 
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• which prevented them from going right through • 

THE PRSSID.l!m: 7/ell, there is a real -- the underlying cause is that t here 

is a disagreement , apparently, between the two Houses , and that one House 

has no ouorum here, and won' t have a quorum here . They have all been 

gone for a week. 

(0 I was thinking of it , sir, more in regard t o the f a ct that both the Army 

and Navy urge the very speedy passage of this legislation. 

'· THE PRESIDF.m': That what? I didn ' t get it. 

'<(. That bot h the Army and Navy ask speedy passage of the bill. I was wonder-

ing what the delay would do? 

THE PRESIDE!\T : I J:lope it will go through a s soon as it possibly can. 

~ Ur. Presioent, have you anything to say on a food administrator? 

THE PRESIDEt\'T: No . Under study. -
Q :O.r. President, there wer e r eports published this week that you and the 

State Depart ment had interceded wi.th Donald ~:elson to remove a man named 

Thomas R. Armstrong, who was chief of the Foreign Reouirements Liais on 

Division of the War Production Board . l:f.ave you heard anything of that? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I thi nk you ~ad better ask e 1 ther State Department or 

nelson. 

o !Jr . President , have you any new word on the Labor l:anagement report on man-

power which you said you expected to have early this week? 

Tlill PRESIDENT: (to ::r . 3arly) Have you beard anything t his week? 
I 

t!R. EARLY: No , sir. 

THE PRESIDE:fl' : No . 

(1. ~:r. President, there is a report t hat you have decided on the Supreme Court 

ap~ointment -- a successor to tx . Byrnes . ' 

11L 
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Q Mr . President, do you - - can you tell us when you expect to have another 

meeting such as you bad last Friday with llr . (Frank) Knox (Secretary ot 

the Navy) and Chiefs of Staff? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have those all the time. Half the t ime - -

Q (interposing) Is that a formal thing? 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Look, what happens is t his . They come in ei tber 

your way , or if it is more convenient t hrough this room, or they might 

come to the ?lbi te House . I have them morning, noon and night wi tb 

different -- with different memberships , each one depending a good deal 

on the indi vidual question to be taken up . And of course a good deal 

of t ha t is done by my Chief of Staff dovm in the Joint Board -- Joint 

Staff, or the Combined Staff, a nd that i s just a continuing pr ocess • 

. It isn' t any news when you happen to see them come in . They are doing 

it always • 

C. ~r . President, t here is a lot of talk about a directive centralizing con-

trol over oil. Is there anything you could tell us about that? 

THE PRESI DENT: The petroleum adJllinistration thing? 

Q Yes, sir. 

THE PRESI DENT: "/!ell, that is -- that is uncier ~:~tudy . I .. avsn•t got -- I 

really haven't got any news on it, except it's under study. 

~ Can you tell us anythi.ng about a directive to make greater use of in

direct control over manpov;er? Is tha t under study too, sir? 

THE PR:::SI DSJI.'l' : Yes • Yes . 

VOICES: Thank you, Mr . President • 

(Notebook X-PC - pa~e 163 - ,JR) 
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/1856 
of the President 

11 ,00 A. M. , E. W. T • 

THE PRESIDENr: Where 1 s !.lac? (Marvin H. Mcintyre) 

tm. WATI,TE COY: !lac? 

THE P&!.""SID:<Nl': Didn't I just see t:ac? 

UR. EARLY: He was in (}race ' s office (Orace Tully) a moment ago, sir. 

THE PRESID~: See if you can get him out, Steve. 

MR. EARLY: I will get him. 

THE PRESIDENT (to !.lr . w. H, McReynolds): Tell me if this is right . (handing 

him a mimeographed sheet) Is that last paragraph true? I think it i s, 

isn' t it? 

t.:R. !.:clb~OLDS: I don't know. I haven't told everybody in the departments - - -

THE PRESID~: (interposing) How about the Navy Yard? 

MR. JJcREYNOillS: I don ' t know. I think they should be told . 

THE PRESIDENT: I tMnk they always do. 

trn. EARLY: They will be . 

MR . McREYNOLDS: I told them to carry out the usual practice . 

THE PRESID~~ : That isn't strictly and literally true. I thiDk it's that 

last paragraph . (Then after conferring with ?.!r . !.:cintyre as well as 

~. McReynolds on the subject) Fine . All right. 

UR, DONALDSON: All in . 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I have on.\y got one thing. I wish you peopl e would 

help in carrying it out . It's rather ghort . 

(reading ) "I hope very much thal'tbe press and the radio will 

tell --" 

--- steve (!:arly) will have copies of this for you a.fterwards - - 

(continuinl) reading ): "I hope very much t hat the press and the 

-
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radio will tell all citizens of the United States that the President 

hopes they will go to the polls next Tuesday end vote . We are engaged 

in an ell- out we.r to keep democracy alive . Democracy survives t hrough 

t he courage, fortitude and wisdom or many generations of fighting 

Americans . And that includes using not only bullets but also ballots . 

"r ask that employers all over the country will so arrange t he 

work-dey that they and their employees can go to the polls, and that 

ther e will be no deductions 1n pay for reasonable time necessarily t aken 

to vote . 

"I have directed t hat those responsible for the operation of govern-

ment workshops , shipyards , navy yards, arsenals, ordnance depot s, as 

well as the executive departments and agencies , shoul d give all employees 

an opportunity to vote , without any loss in wages tor time away from 

work . " 

And then one other thing, which I did not write down, that I 

think i s worth saying,:. and that is that when a voter who is· working on 

war work goes to the polls and f i nds a very long line of people waiting 

t o vote , that the line s hould be courteous enough to put him up at the 

front so t hat he won 't waste any tima . 
• 1 

Q tlr . President, how are you going to vote in t he -- your own Congressional 

District? You have a lw:lys spoken o! that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am going to vote e ither by absentee ballot or in person --~ 

(laughter) -- it you must know. 

Q How are you going to 'vote? ~~at i s your particular candidateq 

THE PRESIDENT: (laughing) Oh, I never discuss my secret ballot . I never 

have . 

Q Would it be a fa ir inference that you are not going to vote for Hamilton 

Fish? 

/ • 
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THE PRESIDENI': Yes, I think that would be , (laughter) 

Q (in the background) Ca.n we quote that, U.r . President? 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) That ' s not new. I think I have said so before . 

~ 1~. President , on two occasions , the most recent one this morning, British 

sources have carried stories on American trdops in Liberia. This morning 

there was a story that our troops were there , that negotiations with the 

Liberian government had been completed, and that there are white and 

negro units stationed there . Now, so far , the American government has 

sai d nothing about our troops there , and I wondered if there was anything 

Y.OU could give us , such as an official confirmation t hat they are there? 

THE PRESIDENT: I - - I wouldn't dare do i t without )onsultation with the 

military authorities .· In other ~~rds, that i s a story that relates to 

troop rnovements . And I should thin...k that we should first find out 

whether t he military people - - what their view of publicity about an 

operational move is, before the President says aeything. And I haven' t 

I haven ' t asked them what their view is. It's an operational movement 

of troops - - if so - - if it exists. Be very careful to take the \'thole 

or the sentence and not half the sentence . And if there is such a thing 

it ' s a military move , and therefore it is -- a decision or a s~atement 

about this should rest with the military authorities . I think that is 

quite obvious . 

Q. Mr. President , can you tell us what Pat Rurley (our !Unister to New Zealand) 

is doing now? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I can se.y this: that he i s on his way baok to New 

Zealand. (laughter ) 

(l Will 1 t take him some time to get back? 

'IRE PRESIDE!\"!' : I think that he is on his way back to New Zealand, 

~ l.!r. President, •nould you care to comment on the published reports that 
' 

• 
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• L!r_. Ed Flynn (Chairman, National Democratic Committee) may become 

Ambassador to Uexi co after the elections? 

THE PRES:{D»>T: I never heard of it. Didn't know there wns such a report . 

Q Mr . Pr esident, can you give us any news on the Solomons this morning? 

THE! PRESIDENT: On the what? 

Q On the Solomons, sir'? -
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THE PRESIDENT: No . I don't think there's anything-- anything that wouldn' t 

help the enemy by disclosure. 

~ Mr. President, do you have any comment on the Senate proposal for an inves

tigat ion of Puerto Rico? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know anything about it. What was that? (no answer 

from the ouestioner) What was it about Puerto Rico? 

Q The proposal by Senator (Dennis) Chavez (of New t:exico) for Senators to 

go to Puerto Rico and make a survey of conditions? 

'l'H:B: PRESI DENT: I hadn't heard anythi.ng about it . Never heard of it . 

Q Mr. Presi dent , there were reports published this morning that (Li eutenant) 

General (Dwight D.) Eisenhower is being called home for some consulta

tion. I s that correct, so far as you knova 

THE PRESID:ENT: \iell , there again, you see, you put me in an awful hole -- an 

awfUl hole . The -- these movements of commanding officers, of course, 

anywhere -- anywhere in the world ---

r·q. EARLY: (interposing) The newspapers also said that t he -:'iar Department 

said they knew nothing about those report s . 

THE PRESIDENT: As I was just saying -- well , aside fran that , I don ' t think 

1 t • s an awful helpful thing to print things about movements of American 

officers . I really honestly don' t . 

~ !:r. President , I have been asked to ask you whether the rlhite House hall 

requested an investigation into tho Ohio old age pension division? 

' 
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The State Auditor, llr . Ferguson, made that statement yeste~ay, that 

the fnite Houee had ordered such an investigation. 

THE PRESIDENT: olell , you can say that t he \fhite Rouse never heard of it . 

(laughter) Not the kind of a thing, obviously -- I don ' t know what 

they mean by the White House . The White House wouldn' t originate a 

ttring like that. 

Q Mr . President , is there anything you can do about clar~fying this Ri ggins 

plane deal? Apparently it is still in the oral stage - - it isn ' t on 

paper but he is expecti ng to get an order for 12 hundred (cargo) 
I' 

planes . 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I can only repeat what I said the other day . You 

know after we got back from that trip , I did say to \~ .P .B . (i'far Pro-

duct ion Board) , and talked with the Army and the Navy and the !Jaritime 

Commission, that I understood there was a 10 million plant --- a 10 

million-dollar plant down there that wasn't -- wasn ' t working, and to 

co ahead and find something that could be built in that 10 million-

dollar plant . tlow what. the status is at the present time, I don 1 t 

know. } 

Q. rrere you aware , sir , that the 1~ri time Commission has been dismantling 

that plant , and has apparently been speeding up the dismantling 

procedure? 

THE PRESIDENr : I think that is not o..uite the way I would put it . The 

Maritime Conunission , as 'I understand it , did own o..uite a lot or very 
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heavy plate and shape -- ship plate and shape ma~~ines -- machine tools 

down there that a id not belong to the plant, that belonged to the Maritime 

COI1llllission . And when th .. order for the freighters was canceled last - -

whatever the date was, they took some of those tools and put them where 

they would be immediately available . ~d I don't think they are tools• 

. ' . 
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that are used i n making air t ransports. 

~ Mr . President , it has been generally reported that you have decided that a 

move to have a National Service Act is not necessary now? Is that true? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. It is not true -- (including) all the headlines t hat 

carried it that way. It i s still i n the study stage . That is the only 
.. 

thing, literally and truthfully, that you can say . ':'Ia don ' t know yet . 

~ Sometime ago , sir, you said t~t you anticipated receiving a report from 

the Labor h~gement Policy Committee early this week. 

THE PRESID~~ : I think that it ' s very nearly ready, I heard yesterday after-

noon. And it ' s very nearly ready . I might get it even this aft ernoon 

or tomorrow. 

Q There have been reports that t here is dissension between the Committee 

itseH and M.r . (Paul v . ) t!cNutt (War !~power Commission) . Have you 

heard any such report? 

THE PR~D:5NT : Haven ' t heard a peep about if. Don' t know. No idea . 

~ When do you \Pink, sir , that we mi ght anticipate some positive action from 

the nnite House toward a National Service Act , or some· such type of 

legislat ion? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know. In other words , nothing has been abandoned, 

· nothing has been deci ded on . 

~ t.:r . (Philip) t:urroy (C . I .O. president) and l-:.r. (Viilliam) Green (A.F. L. 

president) yesterd.ay v.-ere under the impression thJ.t; nothing v;ould 

develop, or at least as long as that \'.ould be necessary to make further 

explorations, especially of the supply of women for Government labor 
") 

wer industries. ' . 

THE PRESlDEm' : Again I wouldn ' t be -- put it ,ouite tha t wey. \'le did talk 

about the the general reservoir -- (loud lau;hter , as F.endell 

Willkie ueed this ·aord a great deal in his speech last ~onday night , 

/ ,. 
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" the 26th) -- to use Mr. Willkie'e .words - - (more laughter) -- different 

kind - - the general reservoir -- (again more laughter) -- of available 

labor in this country, male and tamale . 

And the general line of talk yesterday was devoted to one phase 

of that reservoir. ~e felt t hat on -- on men ' s labor, considering 

the fact that we have close to 6 million people in Uniform -- Army 

and Navy , Uarine Corps , and Coast Guard - - and that so many men have 

gone to work in factories, that the men's end of it does not leave us 

very many men for ~he -- to fill up the needs , during the coming year, 

of 4 or 5 million additional workers . ' 

h!ind you , there isn' t any at this moment . There are mighty few 

places in this country which are s hut down because of lack of labor . 

Don' t forget that . In other words , we are l ooking ahead for needs 

duri.ng 1943. 

Now on the other hand, in our discussiollB yesterday , it was pretty 

well agreed that the largest untapped portion of available labor is 
• 

' among the women, And you who were v;ith me on the trip saw pret ty good 

evidence of the fact that v:OI:len are increasingly being used for all 

kinds of war work, or to take the places of men who have gone into war 

work. 

And we did discuss , not -- make this clear in the first instance 

not the drafting of women into these pl aces where we need workers --

no compulsory draft --but we di d discuss trying to find out , through 

& regi s~rat ion of women, wh~re they are . Now t hat is something that 

thero is very 11 tt l e knovm about . In other words , ask women, or make 

make the actual registration compulsory, such as it was in the case 

of the men , all women between 18 and 65 to register. 

Now that does not mean that tlley would bep called to go here, there 

• • 
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and the other place by compulsion, but we don' t know today where that 

available supply of women exi sts, what they ar e special ly f itt ed for , 

and what they w~nt to do . And we bel ieved -- I (have) believed for 8 

l ong time that there are hundreds of thoueands or women in t his country 

wh.o would like to help more greatly than they are doing now, and who 

don ' t know how to do it . They don't know where they are wanted . 'l'b.ey 

don ' t know what opportunities outside of their own home are open to 

them. We don' t know how many of them would be willing t o work within 

15 or 20 miles of their own home . \Ve don't know how many of them would 

be willing to go further away to work. And the most pract i cal way , we 

feel, J,e same method of registration where we would get the information. 

:'!e don't know how many there are who want to work. 

And that was o.ne of the chief topics v:e discussed yesterday. 

Q. Ur . President , would you need legislation for such a registration-- 

THE Pa:ESIDE!\'1': (interjecting) Yes, yes . 

Q (continuing) --- to make it compulsory? 

THE PRESIDENI': Yes . 

Q. That would entail a pretty sever e time l ag before you actually would get 

the l egislation and could put the registration into effect? Would it 

probably be ready the end of this year? 

'!HE PRESIDEt\'1': End of this year, Yes . 

Q (interposing) And then this registration 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing ) But, as I said before, there are -- ther e is- 

t here are very few instances in this country anywhere , l'lhere things are 

ci osed down for lack of workers . We are all right at t he present 

moment . I am not saying that it vnll be all right without doing some

thing in -e fe'1 mont hs . That is a very different thing . But at the 

present moMent we are all right . I 

• 



1856 -- 9 1 93 

• Q The registration then implies that there will be no Administration request 

for a sener a l Sejvice Act, at least until then? 
.. 

THE PRESIDENT: No . I wouldn't make any implicat ion. That is just one phase 

of the thillg, that's all. J 

Q (interposillg) Mr . President , 

~ ( illterposi.Jlg) Mr . President , 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) The other is a different subject , Let's stick 

to the one subject . 

~ Mr . President, have you decided 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing ) No . 

Q {continuing) --- on the ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing ) No. 

~ (cant inuing.) on the ---

• THE PRESID!NT: No , no. (laughter ) 

Q. (cant inuing) registration ---

THE PRESIDF.Nr: (interposing) No . I was mer ely telling you what we talked 

about. 

~ 1fu-, President, you made the same proposal a t least 6 or 8 months ego, and 

then you got a report, I think from Secretary Perkills or McNutt, or 

someone . You said t hat it ~~s not necessary, at that time . You re-

call that ? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 1 ar end Navy also said so . Also 'R. P . B., at that time. 

Q At t hat time . Is it coming up 'age ill? 

THE PRESIDENT: That' s right . 

MISS Y.AY CRAIC: !.:r . President, why don't you get s ome other word than "man-

• power," when you mean wo:nen? (laughter) 

'mE PRESI D:<Nl' : I will give you that job for next Tuesday . Come in and give 

me the word . 

- -
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I MISS }.lAY CRAIG: You always have to explain. 

THE PRESID'EllT: I agree with you heartily . Bring it in. (more laughter) 

!.!ISS v.AY CRAIG: 

THE PRESID:l.'l': 

t!ISS !.1A Y CRAIG: 

I will tel~ you now. 

\'fhat? 

I can tell you no-N . 

What? THE PRESIDENT: 

!.!ISS MAY CRAIG: Call them· either "workers," or "labor forces," or "labor 

power"; and that means both. When you want to specify-- specify . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yee . That ' s possible . 

MISS ~~y CRAIG: I have devot ed some t hought to that . 

' • THE PRESIDEI\'1' : Thank you very m\l.ch. (much laughter) 

VOICES: Thank you, Mr . President • 

• 
( 
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CONFI D3NTIAL 
Press Conference #857 
Executive Office of the President 
November 6 , 1942 -- 10. 50 A.l~ ., E. 'f.T . 

1~. 001\Al..llSO!i: All in . 

THE PRE!SIDE!ll': Steve {Barly) says his shelves are bare . 

• • 
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I think the only thing I have got is that I have been working yes-

terday and this morning with !j. Oliver Lyttelton , the Br itish Uini ster 

o:C Production -- who I think will be here probabl y two or three weeks 

in g~ing over jointly the Brit ish and American production program for 

1943. •Ia make per iodica l checkups on t he revision of production -- joint 

production programs , and this is preliminary to the - - I suppose the 

estimAtes over there and the e stimat es here , for the - - the year 1943 

calendar year - - in regard to all kinds of munitions and supplies for 

. 

all of the United Kations . So that by the time we get through with 

these conferences ~;e will -- we mll have a pretty good :.icture of t he 

needs for next year . And of course, as I have said before, the experience 

in the 911U' -- the conduct of the war requires a constant revision of . .... 
plans . There are all kinds of munitions . 

And outside of t hat I think the only t hi 113 I can say is that all 

of us -- all of the United l·!ations have been very much heartened by what 

looks to be a victo~ of major importance in the Egyptian-Libyan area . 

There isn' t much nev1s from there that hasn ' t been given o~t in the 

in the conununi ques , but thines seem to be going extremely well. 

Outside of thb.t , I don ' t t hink there is a thine . 

~ t.:r . President , does L!r . Lytt elton speak for a ll the other United Nations? 

TJrE PR&JI!JEJ,T : .'!hat? 

.,. Does l 'r . Lvttelton speak for all the other United !.'ati ons in these production 
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and allocation discussions? . 
'l!iE J?RE::;IDEII'l' : Does he speak for all the other nations? .that do you mean? 

~ You spoke of this being for all of the United t~tions . 

THE PRESIDE!\'!': .:ell , the production progra.cJ is for all the United Nations . 

He doesn ' t speak for all the United Nations . They speak for themselves . 

But we are the principal producing agenc ies . 

Q Mr . President , how are their wishes ascer tained in this 

TB.E PRESIDE:Il' : (interposing) '.'Tnat?' •• 
Q How are the wishes of the ot her United Nat ions ascertained in these periodic 

revisions for strategical pur poses? 

Tl~ l~ESID~~ = Constant daily contacts -- ev.er y one of them. 

~ 1'-'i th the Ambassadors her e , or with the supply missions here? 

Tlir: PRE:>IDJ:l:T : l'lell,. 1 t de rends on the individual country . There are various 

ways . You can be cui te sure t he.t we get the requests .• 

t.:R. GOJJ.VL"I : Lir . President , you spoke of (Lieut . ) General (Bernard Law) 

Lontcaner-J ' s victory over there (in EN'Pt) . .\nd it occurs to me that if 

you take t he ~i~th ~rrr.y -- the British Si~~tb Army as a level of per-

fection -- achievement in trai~ng -- I think the Acerican people might 

be enlir:htened 1f \le !mew whetl:er we i:lad any :u-my forces in training that 

could equal that? 

TH:: PR!:OIDZ~:T : I suppose the easiest way of puttiu·g it is this: ·.7e don ' t know. 

nobody lmows , until v1e have had troops in action on a major scale . You 

can' t tell how a thoroUI!:hlY trai11ed division or army will cucoeed until 

you have had them in action . 

'</. ~'I' . Preai dent , do you know t o what extent the ! .. ontgomery 81-my was equipped 

from the United States? 

• TH!!: l'Ri::SI:J~!T : i don ' t know, er.cept I would say to a minor degree . In other 



·' ' •. .I 

/1857 -- 3 197 

' words , a great deal less than half. I couldn' t give you the exact per-

centa!:?;e . 

::. .. /ould that be true in tanks? 

THZ PRESIO::l:T: ·:/nat? 

Q ~ould that be true in tanks~ 

THE PRi!:SIDE::T: It would be true in -- in tanks , t o a certain extent . It 

might be true in motorized e ouipment, to a certain extent, but the -- t he 

overwhelming part of thei r equipment is Br itish e '•uipment . 
' 

~ (interjecting ) Yes . 

THE(PRE.:>IDEtn' : (continuing) Of course, Britai n bas some of OUl' planes and 

some of our tanks , but we mustn ' t get the idea that they were equipped 

with American equi pment. It makes a nice headline , but unfortunately it 
·' 

i en ' t true . 

~ wr . President , do you consioer any of our activities on Guadalcanal (in the 

Solomons) of major scale? 

THE PRESID!lll': I -- No , I wouldn 't , because because the ?lhole t h ing dcr.m 

there is on -- on a limited scale, bot h on tbe Japanese side and our side , 

because of the same old thin~:~, the problem of transporting cen and equip-

ment to that very lL~ited area . 

~ ~~ . President , will those actions just continue -- be continued then , and 

where t,,.tre are continued engagements will they be continued on a limited 

scale indefinitely , or would it eventually ,;;row to ma jor scale? 

Tl-!.1!: PR:i!JlDJ.:ln': I don 't' !mow. I think that is sort of e hypoth~:~tical ouestion. 

It • s awfully h!;trd t o answer . Can • t teil. 

~ l~ . President , .is the importance of it necessarily to be ~augod by the ex- , ... 
tent of it? 

THE PR.I:SIDENT: No . 
• No . The importallce might be much Rreater than t ho extent . 

' )· 
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On the other hand, it migbt not be . You remember , I think i t was ttle 

ot her day (October 27) , t he hea dline -~ headline i n t he (Washington Even-

i ng) St ar using the word "deci sive . " Now that • s an awfully sloppy term 

to use . It rnieht be , and ~t might not. 

As I -- I think you had better put this off the recor d . It you l ook 

at a map of the South Pacific , you will see that the Japanese have ad,. 
vanced island by island all the way sout h from tqe nort hern end of t he 

~dated Islands . ~e at tempted to -- at a time last -- begi nning of 

August -- to prevent that island by island advance from goi ng any further 

south . So i'a r VIS have succeeded . I f VIS keep on succeedi ng, it ' s f ine --

i n preventing any further southwar d advance; because i f we keep on s ue-

ceeding , •,1e will have the r.;ossi bili ty of starting a northward advance on 

our part . 

That ••>ill take a long , long tii!le, because as I think I have told you 

before , it takes ,. onths to get a ship with men or munitions from the • 
United States down there E>nd beck again . On the other hand , t he Japanese 

line is also long . It takes wee .cs for them to get a shi p f r = Japan down 

there and back SPain. 

Now , on the other hand , in case -- in words of one syllable , and 

don ' t misconstrue them -- in case the Jaranese were t o isolate Cuadsl-

canal -- we hope they won ' t -- and take it, it v:ould cean that they 

had a dva::ced one 11.0re i sland . That is not a decisive victory, because 

i t nlerely moans that the scene of action has been transferr ed to the 

neA~ group Of isl~lOS 1 their line thereby becoming a l i ttle bit l onger , 

and ours remaining ooustant -- it wouldn ' t be any longer. Ther efor e , 

it ' s -- it ' s a n act i on of impo1~ance , but uot decisive , You can' t tell . 

• -.. I was t hinldnr- it .. i{'ht prove decisive if one side or t he otherl.Pst one 

, 
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particular airplane carrier at a particular time? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not necessarily , from the ---

!1. (interjecting) It mig}lt , , 

THE PRESIDE!Ill': (continuing) - -- from the reading from the reading of 

the past six ·or eight months . One ship isn' t controlling, if they 

lost - - they lost the island because of an aircraft carrier. Tqat 

wouldn' t be decisive . .It might change t he scene of a ction a little 

bit further south. 

Q (interposing) l,!r , President, 

THE Pffi!:SIDEliT: (continuing) In other words , I really honestly - - t hi s 

is still off the record -- I honestly think that we all ought to be 

a bit careful and tend to\~ understatement rather.than overstatement 

on all operations of that kind . 

On the other hand , the -- I think the E3Yptian fighting or the 

last two weeks 4!ould be called or major importance . I don 1 t know that 

I would ca ll e ven that decisive , in the lisht of past history , 

Remember then, this i s the t hird time -- this is a l l off the 

record -- the third Lime that somethinG has happened there . The first 

time v~s when they smashed up the Italians , and they went on through 

and got pretty well past Tobrulc. ·nDd then the Germans went in to he l p 

the Italians, and they pushed •he British back as far as Tobruk, And 

then came the second British push, and it went clear through to Bengas1 

right across the whole hump of Libya , And huving t aken Bengasi, well 

we all thought it was a -- not only a ma jor victory but a decisive 

victory . Well, it was a major victory , but they ran too fast . They 

got way beyond their line of supplies . ,\nd suddenly (German Fi eld 

-t:arsha!' :XWin) Ro=el struck them again and drove them back to Tobrull: . 

That is why it wasn ' t decisive . 

. -
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Then the -- the third thing that happened was that they started 

an offensive , roughly from the Tobruk line south , a nd they didn ' t get 

very far . And s uddenly , without any warning , Rommel caught them off 

base ana drove them clear back to the El. Alamein line . .Uld a lot of 

people - - probebly' the Germans and the Italians -- said , "This i s the 

decisive victory. " · .• ell, it was a major victory , b)lt it wasn't decisive, 

because the British held at t he El ·•lamein line . 

!~ow thi s is really the f ourth time they have moved out of the line, 

and apparently they have infli cted very heayr losses on Rommel ' a army . 

And '.'Je hope thi s time it will be not only o. major •tictory but a decisive 
. 

one, throu~n the destruction of t he enemy' s forces . And the next --

we bppe in the next week we •.;111 get a::; good naws about the German-

Italisn r etreat c.s :.e have been gettine in the last t\OO or three da~·s . 

• ~. GOIJ.n:: Do you caru , sir, to say anytbin • about that amendl:lent which 

is pendi~ between 'louse and Senate on compulsory one year ' s training 

for toen-~~c boys? 

TH.ri: PRc3IDE:lT : I don ' t know , becouse nobody has come back yet . I run co i ng 

to see thl::lll -- I think it i s e ither ~.onday mornil1," or Tuesday morning; 

but nobody -- llobody hnn cor.e back . 

:.:~ . ? . B3..J-:n': l:r . rl'osident , ho;; do you account for Tuesday' s election 

resu1 ts? 

THE PRZSIDZt~ : Oh , I t hink , ~ete , e ll I can say on it is this , •hat I had a 

very pleas~nt surprise . I Tuesday morning I went up t o Hyde Park to 

vote , and when I rot there I was J e r fect l y deliGht ed to find t hat the 
. 

polling place wns opon . (loud lau~htel·) I ' ll -- I leave the expl anation 
' 

oi' t hat r..:Jll:lr:e to the pr ese . (More laurhter) 

' I 

C~ JOU thin:e (hey expected tO be closud? 

\ 
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.. THE PRESIDENT : Evidently you don ' t read certain papers . (again more l auGhter) 

MR. GOD71IN: I am aski ng you, sir . 

• 

Q Mr. President , did you make your usual pr e- e l ection f orecast and seal it up? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I didn ' t . I knew very li ttla about this election. 

Q u.r. President, do you think the results would have been the s8llle if you had 

t aken part in the campaign? 

THE PRESI DENT: I don ' t know. 

Q. Mr . President , will it ma]S:e any difference in your atti tude toward Congr ess? 

I mean , .YOU have got a very close majority there , a nd --

THE PRESIDENI' : (inter pos ing ) Why should it? 

Q ~ell, I mean the ---

THE PRESID.OO : (interposing) I assume -- I assume that the c.ongress of the 

· "Cnited States is in favor of winning this war , just like the President is • 

Q Ko . I mean in the past your conferences have been \l ith the Democratic 

leaders . '.1111 the Republican leaders be ---

THE FRESIDi!l:I' : (interposi ng) Oh, No . Oil , Ho . l ly conferences i n the past 

have been vnth the Republican leader s too . 

~ Not publicized . 
' . 

THE PRESID3.~ : What? 

~ They wsre unpublicized . 

TI:IE PRSSIDEi':T: !.:aybe . (lau~ter) That proves notlling, 

Q t.!r . President, can you tell us , a s yet , ubout your plans for J\rmi sti ce Day , 

whether you plan to make a speech? , 

THE PRESIDEtfi' : I t hink I run sai ng to make a opeech , if I can; if l get tiJne · 

to write it . I t will be very short , Probably not more than -- what? --

5 minutes , som~thinr, like that . 

• ::r . l?~·esident , the -- .... e understand that the manpower roport was tranamitted ~ 

... 
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to you . Have you complet ed your review and study of that report? 

THE PRESIDENT : I haven ' t read it, 

II. (interjecting) You have? 

T'rfE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- but you will have to l eave that off the record. 
. . 

UR . GOU.\~' : ·( interjecting) Have or have not? 

THE P!C:SID:;;J>.'T: (continuing) I am going to reed it - --

l.:R . ZA.RLY: (inte.rposing) There is some misunderstandin~ . Rave you read it? 

Tri::! PRESIDENT: t;o . I haven ' t read ·it . Only don ' t put it on the record . I 

have eot . it in my basket . Look at the basket \ (stacked hi gh with papers ) 

I will probabl y get at 1 t t his afternoon or tomorrow morning . • 
~ How soon o.ieht v:e anticipate some action? 

TFtS P$-SIDEt;T : I haven 't any ictea . I vtouldn ' t even guess at it. And this has 

got to be off the record, because it ' s just -- just for -- for information 

or background -- use it as bacKground • 

• 
On this \'/hole manpower thi ng, anybody that studie~> it and thinks they 

can , afte r studyin" it for a weak - - thinks that· they can come to an in-

tellirent conclusion , they ought to be in St . Elizaoeth 's. You can ' t do 

it . You can' t spend a day , or a .-eek , in studyins it and for m a definite, 

detailed plan. hlld that is why it has taken nuite a lot of time . 

3ut wi tb t h!lt voes this other fact, tht~t -- that this whole manpower 

thing , ~·;it h the excertion of one or tvlO portions of farm labor, is not 

at this t ir~e an tu •• ergency n.atter . .-s an example , in fon~ing , all of the 

- - pr actically all of the crops are i n, with the exception of one or two 

very small oroo.s . And the -- the problem of fat· ... labor will be -- is 

therefore not <tn wtJrconc;.- matter , except in dairyin·>·. There wi 11 be one 

or two oth .. r. inor tl:incs . usirying is dift'icult , bece.use dairying goesl 

on ri ght throut:)t the winter, as well as the crOf> seu!lon . ::.verybod:,• knows 

. . 
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t hat • 

.md outside or that we are not having any emergency problem arract-

ing man~ower in , for exantflc , .our factories , transportation , a nd similar 

things . •;e ~ going t o have it, because as I said t he othllr day , we have 

probably got t o put into induStry this coming year 4 to -- 4 or 5 million 

people . But as I also said t he other day , I don ' t know of any factory , . 

t hat is shut down because of lack of labor today. But you huve g ot to 

add t he \'JOrd "today." In other words, something has got t o be done. but 

it l.sn ' t a rr.at t er of l.mm!ldiate emergency i n the conduct of the war . It • s 
' 

e;oins to be - - it's going to be a serious t!.ing unless we handle it soon . 

And that is why I can' t give you any date . Neither 8.lll I able to formulat e 

at t his time any defini te plan -- there have been various plans submitted 

because i t t akes -- i t ' s an awfully d i fficult problem . 

;(. Doesn 't it have some emergency feature in the Southwest and on the Pncific 

Coast? 

THE PRl!'SIDE:!l' : In the South·!.'Sst they have ,:-ot the problem , I thinK, of long 

leaf -- lon~ staple cotton . l:!ut if you will - - if you 1rill take that 

pa!'tl.cular area , you will 1'1nd it practically -- it ' s down in the !I:lperial 

Valley, and one or two ~laces -- little places in Arizona , and colllpare 

tha t to the total a ;rl.cultural output or labor of the entire country , it • s 

one of those things th:o..t falls within the 1 or 2 or even 5 percent of 

little problems . You have got t o think of it in tne " lar ge ." It ' s a 

detaiL They are huving a problel~ about what to pay the ~exicuns who have 

come in . ,\Jld frankly I don't knor; . I think -- I thi~< the cotton will 
: 

get picked . That is t he principal thing. I think 1t will .eat pi cked . 

:1, Can \;e have that on the record , l:r. President? 

~ THE PRE':>I D~:T : Yes , you ca!t'put that on the r ec;rd • 

. , 
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1 ( interpos~ng) Mr . President , - - -

THE PR::SID.:l:T: (continuing) "!ou know -- what was it? -- lost week or the 

week before, we bad s'omething about !Jontana beets . ,'Jell, I t .1ink all those 

beets are ~ing to be taken out of the ground before the ground freezes . 

c;' t'r . President , one other quest ion that bas been r ather generally reported , 

that something is about to be done in centralization and .consolidation 

of food agencies under a food director ; or food adlninistrator. Have you 

arrived at the point yet ~mere 

THE PR~SIDENT : (interject ing) No . 

Q. ( cont i nuing ) --- where you can act on that'? r 

TilE PR1!:31 D~!T : No, no . 

Q. You have recOIMlendations on the matt er? 

THE PRESIDE!\'T: Oh , lots - - lots . ~'obody is sta rving . ·· Undoubtedly people 

will have to go without various luxuries . 

I see my friend the little Layor (Fiorello :.aeuardio of !iew York City) 
"'- . 

--·(leu;hter) -- is -- has stirred up a_ hornet ' s next in respect to how to 

prepare coffee . 1e ~~11 have a lot of grave issues like t hat ~urin~ t he 

comin1· year . (more l au,..llter) ::"nat I am a little afraid of is t hat some-

body will r a ise the issue that was paramount in this count ry a few years 

a go , as to ;·;!:et her one should "crumble" or "dunk" (the doughnut} . (con-

titued laughter), Now those are very important things in our national 

life . And it ' s part of the grand sense of' hwnor of the 
1
.Ame1·1can people ,---

l:R . OOIMI~ : (interjecting ) That ' s ri sht . 

THE PRESI DE~'T : (continuin~ ) --- and it ' s all to the eood . 

r.:n. GO U1/Itl: ' .lr . President, i t' s probably useless t_o ask you on this matter , 

but -- (much l aughter) -- does the 40- hour week have anything to do with 

this manpower? ( 3enet or ·:i . Lee) O' Daniel (Democrat oi' Texas) hus intro-

• 

i • 



t . 

II 

205 
•• t/857 -- ll 

( 

duced a bill to repeal the 40-hour week , saying that ---

THE PR3SIDEI'<"T: (interposi ng) .fa haven ' t got a 40-hour week . :te haven' t 

p;ot a 40- hour week. Most of our important prod~tion of war materials 

is working about -- vrell , most of them in the very impor tant :production 

I think~are working 48 hours . 

L:R. COD.1'IN: (interjecting) Yes . 

TH3 PR!i:SID:ENI': - (-continuing) And I t hink that the average of the important 

production is arOUDd -- between 46 and 47 hours a week. 

tffi . CODU.N : He (O' Dan1el s) wants to work 6 d~ys a \':eek 12 hours a day , sir . 

THE PRESID:!lll' : Does he? l'iho? 

UR, GOD':iiN: 0 ' Daniels . 

~ (aside) Let him try it . 

TRE PRESID:ENI': You know, real ly, on that working 6 days a week and 12 hours 
.? 

a day , there i s one thi ng which I didn' t . ment ion abo~Jt this l ast trip , 
~· 

and that was that quit e a number of people ln different pl ants told me 

that t hey have tho problem -- like any big plant that employs 40 or 50 or 

60 thousand people -- of a certain portion -r a_certain percentage of the 

workers not turning U))_in the morning . .'U1d in t wo or three of these 

plants t1hen those 1•;orkers come in the next day, they are asked vol UDtarily 

t o sign a little card , sayine why they di dn ' t t urn up the previous day ; 

J'.nd it ' s interesting that where workers have been working overtime , 

'\ 
up in some cases to 54 -- 56 hours a week, -- total -- t hat the excuse --

the excuses -- •he reasons gi ven for not turning up on these cards a.re 

t ha t they were too tired . 

t:mv we al l know --.. I think I have mentioned this before -- the very 

.careful studies that have been made of production in Carmany ; and that 

aft'er :rou worn anybody over a certain definite period , depending a little 

·' 
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on the v10rk that is done , you don' t get , after the first few weeks or the 

tirst few oonths , you don't get any more production with a very, very long 

• 
week -- with a lot or overtime -- than you do in a shorter week . Now that 

--that - - people ought t o recognize it . But it is a fact t hat has beeA_, .. 
proved in England, over here , and in Germany . 

I 

Right along that line vte !:lave -- l'le have got reports last spring , 

from Gem.any , that J;'tey were very greatly increasing the weekly hours or 

work in cert ain munitions plants that t hey had to have thet materials from 

-- th& munitions ; and that they started it , this great increase in the 

hours per week , sometime in the spring . And for about 2 months the total 

product ion showed a great increase . At the end of t'M> months 1 t start ed 

to slide do~m hill , until the time came in Germany when , on a sreatly in-

cre:.osed ·.~ork week -- '1/0rking a s high as 70 or 80 hours a week -- after 

the. people had ~t thoroughly tired -- exhausted -- the output v:as not 

so IU'eat as when they had been wor;dng 48 hours a week . !:oN those reports .. 
obtained by the Intelligence Services have come in in such volume that t hey 

look to be true, that Gerrr.an pt•oduction in the last f ew months has fallen 

oft' , in sri te or the .a:uch longer work week . 

l~ISS :.AY Crt.UG: t.:r,. President , can you tell n:e , or do yo.u i<now whether in 

future food ra ~ 1oning you \•rl.ll have to declare your stock in hand , before 

you get your cook? • 
• 

THl:: PR&>IDJ..:lJT: I haven ' t any idea . 

HISS I:AY C!lAIG: ··:e did that on susar and it was salutSl'Y , but it didn ' t l ast 

over into coffee . 

T!l~ PliliSIDSI'JT : I don 1 t know , 

VOIC:::S : Thank you',' l.:r . Pr esident • 
..,). ......_., 

( Not~book XI-PC - rn"e 1 - JR) 
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