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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press and Radio Conference #907 
Executive Office of t he President 
JUly 9, 1943 -- 10. 47 P.M., E. W. T. 

fiJR . DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDENT: steve (Early) says I haven It got a 

blessed thing . 

Q. Is there anything you can tell us, sir , about 

your conferences with General (Henri Honore) Ciraud? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . We had a l ittle talk at lunch 

yesterday t alked about various military pr oblems . 

00 1 

Q. Mr . President , in t hat connection, you may have 

noticed some comments in the press to the effect that in the 

present course with reference to Giraud and (General Charles) 

De Gaulle , we are unduly interfering with French political af-

fairs . ~o you care to comment on those comments? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , I don •t think so • 
• 

Q. (interposing) Mx . Pr esident , is there any 

THE ?RESIDENT: (continuing) The only -- only one 

comment I might make i s this , that you used the word "French"; 

but I ~uppose 95 percent of France is still under the heel of 

the Germans in France . 

Q. Can you say , Mr . President, whether we are going 

to recognize the French National Committee? 

THE PRESIDENT : There isn't any France at the present 

time , except f i ve perc<mt outside of Franc e . 

Q. . Yes , s ir, but there is a French National com-

mittee. 

I 
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THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Oh Yes • 

Q. . (continuing) Do you care to say whether 

THE PRESIDENT: ( interposing) I don 't think the 

questi on has come up. 

Q.. Mr. Pres i dent , is there anything on this eight-

cent r ail wage controversy? 

THE PRESIDENT : What controversy? 

Q.. The eight- cent r ail wage controversy? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , they are going ahead on it . I 

don • t know , the thing - - i t •s in the condition of being discussed 

back and for th . I don 1 t t hink there will be any news until the 

beginning of the week . 

Q. . rt!l' . President, are you in a position to comment 

t on the planning that is being put up to t ake care of employment 

after the war? 

• 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so, except the t hi ng is 

the thing is being studied. What we are trying to do is get 

an orderly procedure -- policy for it . That is one of the 

reasons we have always been in favor of the Executive branch 

of the Government having some kind of planning. There are a 

lOt or people WhO dOn It want tO plan • We haVe tO r 'eCOgD iZe 

that also . 

Q. ~~ . Pres i dent , can you tell us something about 

this vacancy on the F .C. C. (Federal communica tions commission) , 

the nomination or Mr . (George Henry) Payne on one day , and 

his - - -

THE PRESIDENT : (interposing ) I hav e seen various 
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• guesses. so tar , they have all been wrong . 

• 

Q. can you tell us what the right one is? 
I 

THE PRESIDENT : No . (laughter) 

MAY CRAIG : ur . President, would you care to express 

yourself on the work of the session ot congress just completed? 

THE P~SIIJENT: No , I don't think so, May. They have 

got, still, a lot to do when they come back in september. 

Q. A~. President, anything to say on subsidies? 

,THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. Food subsidies? 
' THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I may have something to say on 

that later on. I don •t think today is a good day to say i~ . 

Q. sir , could you say anything about this urgent 

defi~iency bill that has all these people ' s money tied up? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don•t know, it nasn 't got to me 

yet. I t has passed, you k.now, but before it comes down there 

i s qu ite a long lag. 

Q. We understood that it was before you day before 

yesterday . 

THE PRESIDENT : Well, it has gone to t he various 

departments. 

Q. 1~ . President , is the Government going to make 

any effort to seek full compliance with John L. Lewis in the 

coal case? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, exactly what do you mean? 
\ 

Q. Well , the 1l.L.B. (War Labor Board) asked him to 

sign a contract, and they seem to feel that full compliance 

I 
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would call for some Governmental re-affirmation or that order 

to s ign a contract, presumably by yourself? 

THE PRESIDENT: What would you order - - what would 

the affirmation be? 

Q. 1'/ell, they seem to -- to want some \'lhi te House 

statement asking ~~. Lewis to sign this contract . 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , it i s -- after all it ' s the 

action by a quasi- judicial body , which speaks for itself . What 

kind of action would I take? 

Q. That's what I was asking . 

THE PRESIDENT: What? send a polite longhand note 

on pink notepaper and say , "Dear Mr . Lewis , I hope you will 

sign it"? And then if he doesn ' t, what happens? 

Q. Well, I think that's what the war Labor Board was 

putting up to the '.Yhite House . 

THE PRESIDENT : Their order , so their decision - - that 

is perfectly obvious . I don 't see any use in writing pink 

notes to say , "Please conform with the decision of a Government 

agency . " There has been a lot of rot talked about that . It ' s 

a definite order . 

Q. what will be done if Mr . Lewis doesn't conform, 

Mr . President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, what would you do? 

Q. I don•t know , sir . I am not President. 

(laught er) I 

THE PRESIDENT : You know, it would be an awfUlly dif­

ficult t hing if I were to order some of you to sign your 

/ 



#907 -- 5 

name to somethi ng, and you said "No . " Do you know any law in 

which I can acquire his manual signature? There's an awful 

lot of rot been printed about the whole thing . 

Q. . r.u:· . President, you secured the signature of 

sewell Avery to the Montgomery ward contract by asking him to 

sign the contract and maintenance of member ship , and presum­

ably he signed because of the threat of possible Government 

sanctions, and 

THE PRESIDENT : (interposing) There were -- there 

were Governmental sanctions in that case . I didn ' t want to 

take over Montgomery ward, obviousl y. (laughter) But I did 

have the authority to take it over . Now, I don ' t think that 

there ' s a similar authority for the Government to take over 
I 

• the United Mine ·.vorkers . 

Q. . \'/ell, do you feel you need, s ir , then some 

sanctions with which you can deE>l with recalcitrant unions? 

THE PRESIDENT: With what? 

Q. Do you feel that you need some sane tions by 

which ---

THE PRESI DENT: (inter postng) MY God , read section 

eight of the recent (Connally- Smith anti-s trike) law, and the 

first seven sections . 

Q. Thank you , Mr . President. 

Q. Thank you , Mr . Presi dent . 

1 (Not ebook PC- XIV -- Page 164 -- JR) 
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that ar e 

Q.. (with bandaged left ear ) Howdy ! 

THE PRESIDENT: Cut yourself? 

Q.. No , sir . 

THE PRESIDENT: somebody bite it? 

Q. Yes, sir -- ~ bug . (laughter ) 

r.m. EARLY: (adding } '.'lith a gold tooth . 

Q.. I won't go into the gender . 

THE PRESIDENT : Well , I won't ask . (mbre laughter) 

MIL DONALDSON: All in. 

THE PRESIDE~~ : I have got two or three things here 

a statement for t he 14th of July (Bastille Day) , 

and I t hink it has been given you for rel ease tonight a t nine 

o•clock. 

006 

Then , I have appointed a comptroller of the currency , 

at the request of t he Communi ty 1"Tar FUnd Colll!llitt ee , to assume 

the duties of chairman of t he Government unit duri ng the cur­

rent year . ! think you all know him. (Mr . Preston Delano) 

He will do a very excellent j ob t here . 

Then, I will anticipate somebody ' s question which I 

know somebody is going to ask . I di d know that Gov~rnor (Rex­

ford G. ) TUgwell of puerto Ri co 1 s coming up here for a shor·t \­

visit , and I expect to see him when he cornea . - ·~ 

Then, on -- what I was talking about the other day , 

just for your i nformation , I am asking you t o r ead two 

. ., 
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• things . Section three of the \\far Labor Disputes Act pr ovides 

that the Government shall return possession -- it doesn 't say 

of coal mines , but things that have been taken ov er -- plants 

taken over by the Government -- to their owners, quote, "as 

soon as practicable , but in no event mor e than sixty days 

after the restoration of the productive efficiency thereof 

prevailing prior to the taking of the possession thereof . " 

"!ell , that's -- that's the law; and the Government 

certainly will comply with the law. 

007 

In case anybody wants to know whether the -- what hap-

pens to the employees out -- who went out on strike , if you 

read the law it also provides for such an emergency, specify­

ing the giving of notice , and so on and so forth . That ' s that 

• section eight . 

• 

And the only other thing I have got is the Urgent 

Deficiency Appropriation Act . I am going to send a Message to 

the Congress -- both Houses -- when they reconvene two months 

from now; and I might just as well tell you what I am going to 

say to them now -- (laughter) -- it will be a long ways off 

and people may have forgotten all about it. (more laughter} 

(what follows is not the exact wording 

contained in the Message) 

This is the Act t hat fires three people who are now 

iri the employ of the Gover nment, by nrune, unless they a new 

appoint ment is confirmed by the by the Senate . ·11e11, I 

felt obliged to approve the Act as a whole because this 
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appropriates funds that were essential to carry on the activ -
' 

!ties of the -- almost every part of the Government during the 

recess of the Congress . If I had been able t o veto the object­

ionable rider that was attached , I w~uld have done so , but of 

course it would have delayed essential war appropriati ons, and 

I di dn ' t get the Act itself until , · I think , about the moment 

that congress was going home . 

The rider prohibits any Government department or 

agency from employing at any time in the future, after November 

15 , these three named individuals who are now employed by dif­

ferent Government agencies , unless they go through the processes 

of new appointments, and being confirmed by the Senate , There 

is no suggestion that the three named individuals have not 

• loyally and compet ently performed all the duties for which they 

were employed . They are sought to be disqualified from Federal 

employment becaus e of political opinions attribut ed to them. 

• 
. ' 

Now , the provision aimed at these people does not 

define the offices t hey hold , and does not seek to make appoint-
.... 

ments for those offices subject to Senate approval , which 

three individuals might be any office -- mi ght be a member of 

the s upreme court . That is an interesting idea. They might 

be a member of t he Cabinet. 

As a matter of feet , the clause permitting t hem to 

1·emain in Gover nment employment, subject to President ial appo int­

ment , was inserted only after the Sr nete refused to accept the 

prior provision in the ?.ouse bill r equiring their immediate re­

moval from Goverrunent employment end permanent 
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• disqualification for all time to come f rom the Federal service . 

The Senate rejected the compromise as incorporated in this bill 

e.t one tinae , and agreed to it ~nly after the House conferees 

had refused to agree .to any bill without a provision aimed at 

the r emova l of these three people . The Senate yielded, as I 

have been forced t o yield , to avoid delaying our conduct of 

the war . 

'fell , I cannot so yi eld without pl acing on record 

the view that thi s prov ision i s not only unwise and definitely 

discr i minatory , but also it is unconstitutional • . 

The s upreme court sometime ago defined e. bill of 

attainder which , as you probably know, is forbidden by the 

constitution of t he United St ates - - as , quote , "a legislative 

• act which inflicts punish11ent 1vi thout judicial t rial. " 

• 

The rider in t his bill oper ates perpetually to dis­

qualify these three named individuals from holjing office in 

Gov ernment , unless they e.re nominated by the President and 

later confirmed by the s enate . ~he bill is directed at named 

individuals and not at specified statutory offices . No 

judicial trials have been hel d. No impeachment proceedings 

have been instituted; and, of course, under the Constitution, 

there is a definite provision in the Const~tution for impeach­

ment . Jl.nd that is the only remov al - from- office clause , which 

is in the Constitution of the United States; and it has been 

used a good many t imes , we all know , )n cases of 

last ten years , in the cases of one or two judges • 

Oh , in t he 

'\'he rider i s an unwarr anted encroachment on tbe 
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authority of both the Judicial and the Executive branches, 

under the constitution. The rider is not , in my judgment, 

binding upon them . 

·11e11, I think that's all. 

~. Mr . President , 

~· (interposing) Mr . President, does that mean ---

Q. (interposing) ur . President, 

THE PflliSIDENT: (interposing) Now-- wait a minute. 

One a t a time . (laughter) 

Q. uoes that mean they will stay in office? 

THE PRESIDENT : •::ell , I am just giving you that, 

Pete (Brandt). (laughter ) 

~. You said it is not binding . 

~ . ~~ . President , are you developing plans for the 

reorganization of the foreign purchasing program of the B. E. '.'l . 

(Boar d of Economic ·:iarfara; e.ntl q t- R.F . C. (Reconstruction 

Finance Corporation ), as a means of resolving the di spute bet -

ween the Vice Pr esident and Secretary of commerce Jones? 

THE PRESID~~ = I haven 't got any news on that . 

Jtr . President , senator (George L. ) Radcliffe 

( Democrat of Maryland) said this morning that he had s uggested 

t hat you go on the air . Have you anything in mind? 

THE PRESI DENT : Oh, I will some day, between now a nd 

January first - - ' 44 . (laughter) 

Q. . Pretty soon , I judge he uleant . 

T~E PRESIDENT : Oh, there isn't 

a nd January first. 

Between now 

. ' . 

.. 
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~. (interposing) Mr. President , will you --­

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Probably . You had 

better insert probably , just to be on the safe side . (more 

laughter) 

~. v.r . President, will you appoint these three men 

as required in these bills? 

THE PRESI!>EI\'1' : As I told Pete , I thi nk what I said 

covers it all. 

Q. . 1!r . President , regarding Governor Tugwell , there 

are reports that he will be appointed to some posit ion here 

on the mainland. Will you comment on that , or will he go back 

to Puerto Rico? 

THE PRESIDE!\ll' ~ , I think I will go back to what I 

011 

~ said before. 

• 

Q. . Mr . Pre sident , at the Gir aud dinner the other 

night , you were quoted as saying we must eliminate Germany . 

Did you mean Germany as a fighting force , or did that also 

~pply to the post-war world? 

THE PRESIDENT : 0 my God, what a question! I "ain ' t" 

no del phic oracle. I don 't know . I think you can -- you can 

I think, really, it •s a waste of time, and I think it takes 

people • s thoughts off winning the war to talk about things 

like that now. 

Let ' s win the war . 

Isn't it a good slogan? 

Q. Do you have any plans for a radio speech? 

THE ?RESIDENT : A what? (much laughter) 
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Q. A radio speech? 

THE P.mSIDENT: I don•t know -- it depends on whether · 

I ' m a "regular guy . " 

Q. Mr . President , can you say whether we have bombed 

Paramushiro in the Pacific (Japanese KUrile Islands)? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don ' t know. Didn ' t t he Secretary 

of the Navy decline to say anything about it? 

Q. I thought maybe he was letting you answer that 

one? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , I think I wil l follow the 

Secretary . (mor e laughter ) 

Q. Ur . President, will we get copies of that state-

ment on the three executive men ? 

~PRESIDENT: I don 't t hink so , Pete (Brandt), 

because I -- while this is what I read from, it is actually 

the v.essage to congress . 

Q.. That's t he Mess&.ge to Congress you are going to 

send to Congress? 

THE PRESID::<.:NT: Yes . Yes . I don ' t think I will give 

you a c opy , because that would not be courtesy . 

Q. There have been some suggestions in some official 

quarters about taking over the packing industry , in connect ion 

with new food di stribution plan s . Do you have any thoughts on 

that? 
.. 

~ PRESIDENT: I wonder where that idea came t o 

from? 

~. I t' s a hot weather idee . (laughter) 
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THE PRESIDENT: I think so . (adding) I hope not • 

Q.. Mr . President , is there anything new on the 

railway eight- cent case? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . They are studying it -- still 

working at it . 

Q.. Thank you , Mr. President. 

Q.. Thank you, sir . 

\ 

• 
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CONFIDE111TIAL 
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Executive Office of the President 
JUly 16, 1943 -- 11.05 A.M. , E . ~·: . T . 

MR . 'EARLY: Sleepy? 

~· EVerybody is . 

liR. EARLY: He didn't realize what he did to you l 

(see end of pres s conference) 

Q. somebo dy ought to tell him . (laughter) 

MR . DONALDSON : .All in . 

014 

THE PRESIDENT : I t hink that those of you who have 

been here a long time will share 1ny sorrow in the loss of 

Rudolph :r•orster , whom I have known since my earliest days . 

It will be a great loss to us, but f ortunately we hav e his 

r!ghthand assistant Maurice Latta, who has been here about as 

long as Rudolph was . 

Maurice Latta also has been a trainer of many Pres!-

dents . He i s going to take Rudolph's place . 

He also is a very old friend of mine , whom I have 

known since the earlier days of T. n .• s administration; and 

there will be no trouble about his fitting into t he posit i on 

of Rudol ph . 

Then , in his place, we are bring ing in from upstairs , 

althoutsh he has been down helping more or less in the l ast two 

or three years , r<.'!r . ' '!illiam J . Hopkins, whom many of you know . 

He will take the place immediately under .~.!aurice Latta . 

Then, this morning you have all got - - l ast nie ht , 

rather -- t he sta tement of rtr . Churchill and myself to the 
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people of I taly. No (further) part i cula r news in that • 

Yester day we had a very delightful gi ft and a letter 

from the Pr esident of Brazil (Getulio Vargas) , of which I will 

read the translation. 

(reading) : "To His EXcellency . ~ear Friend : As 
. 

!)r , Sal gado Filho , my Air Minister, is visiting your country, 

I am t aking this opportunity of transmitting thr ough him my 

be s t wishes and friendship , and also offering the glorious 

forces of the United States four hundred thousand sacks of 

015 

coffee (laughter) - - to be used exc l usively on t he war front, 

and as a contribution from the Br azilian people to the brave 

soldier s of your country." 

If you want a copy of t hat -- Steve, you might 

you may . 

Q. . tfr . President, there happen to be twelve :sr azil­

ian journalists her e , and they are.all in the back of t he room . 

I think as hospitable North ft~ericans we might 

TJ-!E PRESIDENT : (interposing) •;;ell , I tbink 

~. (continuing) --- get them up to the f ront row. 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) -- I think it's time 

that we could accord a little tribute to the Pr esident end t he 

people of Rrazil . (and here the President started to appl aud ) 

Giv e them a hand . (warm appl ause) I hope to see them a t t he 

end of the conference . 

Q. . Mr . President, just for th e record, that Italian r 

story did not break l ast ni ght, it broke at six- thirty this 

morning . (much laughter) 

•• 
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. -
' THE PRESIDENT: Yes , but you had it last night • 

Q. Well , it's the first time most 'of us have been 

up at that time . (more laughter) But on that subject , the 

statement by you and the Prime l.~1nister is popularly regarded 

as an ultimatum. Is there any time limit on when the I t alian 

people should get out of the war? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don •t know why it's popularly re-

ga.rded as an ultimatum. I don 't think there ' s any popular 

opinion on it yet, anyway . 

Q. You would be sur pr ised! (laughter) 

THE PRES!Db~T : So far , you are not saying you are 

expressing popular opinion? 

q,. Oh No, sir. (more laughter) 

Q. r.;r . President , can you tell us what happens to 

Milo Perkins under the reorganizat ion - - -

016 

THE PRESIDENT : ( int erposing) I t hink you will have 

to ask k:r . (Leo T. ) Crowl ey (new Office of .Lconomic ·:rarfare 

head) . 
,... 
~· 

·::hat? 

Q. (as ide) Crowley . 

Q. "lill l~ . Crowley remain as Alien Property custod­

ian, l.~r . President? 

THE PRESID~~NT : I think for a while . 

Q. . "Joultl you care to discuss, l'r. Pr es ident, any of 

the changes in the foreign - - in the administration of foreign 

economic policy; that is , the overseas operations that you 

have in mind as a r esult of this change? 

. . 
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THE ""RESIDENT: I don ' t t hink I am qui t e ready . 

You know we did we did set up -- I think you all got i t 

about t he third of July -- the state Department was asked to 

set up a -- I don•t know whether through a bureau or a man 

over there who would -- whose duty would be to coordinate 

primari ly t he vari ous civ i lian for eign wor kers Americans 

of the var i ous agencies over seas . ''!ell , that was aimed to 

bring t ogether, in let us say North Afr i ca , the Red Cross , 

I .. 

017. 

and the "3 . E. ··•. (Board of :'l!conomi c 't'!arf are ), and the S . O. S . 

(!::Jervices o:f' s uppl y ), and the r elief -- Lehman - - organization. 

I don ' t know , maybe several ot hers , but that is a field prob-

lem, ---

Q. (interjecting) Yes , s i r • 

TH: ~~3IDE!~ : (continuing) - - - and t his other 

thing, of course, under ?.:r . crowley , is a domestic problem. 

Q. No changes in the overseas end of it , so far as 

you see? 

Tli:l: :>R3SIDEN? : No , no . 

Q. ~.r . President , can you tell us any plans for 

t he dispos ition of the commodity Credit bill? 

THE PR3SIJE~~ : I~ has been signed, hasn ' t it? (look-

ing in J..r . ~arly ' s direct ion) I thin k so . 

'l.· ''/e had 1 t . 

Q. . That was in the Def i ciency bill , wasn ' t it? 

THI; ~ESTIJENT : ''That? 
I 'l . '' '!'hat v1as in the Jef iciency llill , 11asn• t it? 

'1· l~O . 
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~· I thought there was a separate appropriation e "l< ­

tending the borrowing power of the commodity credit Corpora-

tion? 

T!~ ffiESIDENT : Oh , Yes . That ' s the resolut i on , I 

think . 

Q. Yes , sir. 

THE PRESID'SNT : I am -- I e.ra not sure that I have 

physically signed it or not . 

018 

~1'"! . Ef.RI.V : ~~o , }~ . President , it hasn ' t been signed . 

THE PRE~I:JENT : I am welting -- I am going tc make a 

statement alonB with it . 

~· ~·.r. President , there has been e report coordinat­

ing these overseas ectivities under the f,ssist.ant Secrete.l'Y of 

• State -- the new Assistant Secretary of State . IR that true? 

'l'"l:E ~RESID3JI:':.' : I think it ' s under ~·r . Acheson . I 

, 

think so . I 8Jll not sw·e, 

check . 

( . (interjecting) ~ . Acheson . 

THE PILSI:.>E:•IT : (continuing) you had better 

can you say anything about the repo1·t that i)exter 

Keezer (President of Reed College , Oregon) is eoing to London 

as assistant to Averell Harriman? 

TP.E PR3SI.'Ji•:t'!T : . 'ho? 

~ . 'Jex:t.er Keezer . Dexter Keezer . 

Q. Of O.P.A. 

'!'JJ\ PRT~SIDI:~f.!.' : No , I haven ' t heEord any thine about 

it . • 
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Since the last (press) conference , we have had one 

devel opment l·h i ch has worked out fairly well . "!e have had 

the problem in Martinique and Guadalupe and several other 

islands down there - - French islands -- and we llad a somewhat 

-- what shall I say? - - somewhat difficult problem in Admiral 

(Georges) Robert -- a very polite way of saying it . And 

t here were a gre at many people , even a lot of isolationists, 

who wanted us immediately to go down there with a gr eat battle 

fleet and a l anding force and take Martinique and Guadel upe , 

wi-ch a lot of bloodshed and so forth , at the same time buying 

a large- sized headache in the actual running of those :B' rench 

·. islands • . r 

And -- On -- .for about two years now v1e have just 

0 19 

• been taking i t on t he chin , keepi ng qui et . ''!e vfanted to avoid · 

bloodshed , and we hoped that the matter would be peaceful ly 

r esol ved without l~mding e.n expedition and various mil itary 

• 

operations , which would , of course , if we had done it, have 

cut l.nto t he overall important war p icture . 

s o we -- we wai t ed it out , and we got a base on 

balls -- (laughter) -- l·>hi cn we hoped we wou.l<l get from the 

very beginning . 

And now it seems quite clea r that practical ly every 

part of the French Empire has joined in working in the common 

cause for the defeat of ,Germany and the liberation of Frahce 

itsel.f . 

Ls you know , we havt~ kept e.looi' and away froJ11 .the: 

int er nal political side o.f a.fl'airs , especially in t0ei s -, 

.. 

·. 



.... 

i I 

#909 7 
020 

• occupied countries, and we have consistently refused to become 

involved in political rivalries and ~olitical ambitions of 

individuals or -- or groups. 

"fell, out of it , of course, has come all kinds of 

vicious propaganda attacking the State Department and the 

Gover nment as a whole . And there were many unfair, and -­

well , I will use another polite ~ord -- incorrect rumors , re­

ports e.nll statements , t hat were derogatory to a perfectly 

well-ordered pl an that goes back severa l yeers . I don ' t think 

I need say anything more about t hat. 

we have had a consistent policy since the fall of 

Franco , our effort being the preservation of the French fleet 

and the naval and air bases from falling into P~is hands , 

until last November Hhen the Axis occupied the balance of 

France . The French lost their fleet; but in the meantime we 
I 

had got t he landing under way successfully concluded in North 

Africa , and have been working in close cooperation with all 

Frenc hmen everywhere who were patriotically resisting the AXis 

powers , and who have been worki ng to encourage the people of 

France -- Occupied Fr ance -- to keep thoroughly alive the 

principles of liberty and freedom . And , so far, it has worked 

pretty well . 

I don ' t think I have anything else . 

Q. Mr . Pr esi dent , I don ' t know whether this has any 

locel connotation . vou had an hour - and- a-half conversation 

day before yestbrdey , I think , with Cenator Bennett (Champ) 

Clark ---
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THE PRESIDENT: (inte r posing) Oh No - - Oh No 

O.b NO . Oh No , your timing is wrong , Pete (Brandt). 

Q. ~our to five-thirty . 

02 1 

THE FRE'SIDENT: No . He spent t he first three-querters 

of the hour in the other office -- (indicating General "Iatson 's 

office) . (laughter) 

I had a very nice talk with him, and --well, your 

local connotation is a good -- I saw it printed , but not 

exactly correct . ''Te talked principally about a thing that we 

are all interested in; that is , post- war a i r . I think he is 

the chairman of the subcommittee. 

" ... 
Q_. 

Q.. 

Right. 

Is he? 

AnY e.green:ent reached about ---
·' 

THE ~ESI:ID!T : (interposing) Oh , No . The whole 

thing is in a very , very tentative stage . :ve have hardly come 

to that -- as definite e. thing like that . < A good many other 
• 

things like it -- you do a certain amount of studying. 

Q. ~id he say anything about the prospective air 

conference? Has that been postponed? 

T!IE PRESI0ENT: I don ' t know, Pete . ··.'as it ever 

given a time? 

Q. Never given a time. 

THE P.1 J:S IDJmr : I cion ' t think it ever has been . 

Q. "/u.s up for fairly soon . 

THE HtESI'::>'J:NT: I -- frankly , I don ' t know . I 

haven ' t thought of it for months . 

, 



• 

,. 

• 

• 
II 

get that 

--
Q. Thank you , Mr . Pr esident • 

Q. Thank you , sir . 

Q. Thank you , l-:r . President . 

t;t . Let ' s go , fellows . 

(much l aughter) 

MR . "'"!ARLY : (to the Pr esident) 

l~;~.st night. (the story on Tte.ly) 

THE ~~'3IDEl\1T : ''That ? 

Mr. . J..:ARLY : They didn ' t get that 

THi£ PR'f£SIDENT : Di dn 1 t t hey get 

Those 

last 

i t ? 

Hr.. Ef..RLV ; No . They wer e called at 

1!909 -- 9 022 

boys didn 't 

nig ht . 

six- thir t y this 

mor nin g , after working all night on t he other thing . ( the 

story on the new Office of Economic '7e.rfare) 

THE PRESID3li.1T : But it went e.ll right . 

(laughter ) 

(Notebool<s !"'C- 'J:IV - - Page 18J , and PC- ]::V - - Page 1 - - JH ) 
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COIQ'IDIN'l'IAL 
Presa and Radio conterenoe #910 
:Bxeoutive ottioe ot the ~eaid.ent 
lUlT 2), 19~) -- 10.56 A.M., I.W.T. 

~. Good aorning, Kr. Pree.ident. (the Preaident 

waTed hi& hand in acknowledgement) 

THI PRI!:SID!IIT: (to Merriman Sllith, remembering hia 

question last week re popular opinion on the stateaent to the 

Italian people) How are the people toda.r? 

... 

MR • .MERRIMAN SM'ITH: (a little puzzled) The people? 

~ine. (laughter) 

~. He baa got thea all sized up. 

TBB PRESIDENT: What? 

~. He baa got them all sized up. 

'l'B! PRISIDBNT: I had to rag rou on that. It was too 

good a ohanoe to mias. (aore laushter,> I ' 

MR. :ta.RRDIAN SKl:'l'H: You did, too. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

THB PRESIDENT: Sten (larlf) sara I baTe noth~. 

~. Mr. President, is there anr comment on the Pope'• 

letter on the boablng ot Rame? 

THB PRISIOENT: · I haven't had anr communication what-

soever. 

~· Yt. President, is there anrthius rou can ~~1 re­

garding talks between the United Nationa, regarding post-war 

d1spoa1 t .ion ot Germaey? 
1 

THE PRES !DIRT: I don't think there' s anything on 

that. There •rs ,a lot ot suggestions been made tor the last 

' 
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two or three 7eare. 'ftlere• • abaolutel7 nothiq to go on. 

Q. would thia anner oover, air, aJl7 oc.aent on the 

eatabliahaent ot tbat Pree oer.aD7 oaaaittee in KoaoOWf 

'1'HI PRBSIDDf: I hue bad notbiq ottioial on it. 

Q. Mr. Preaident, when the labor l•dera o ... out 

ot 7our ottioe yeaterday, they aaid they banded 70u a atate-

024 

.. nt whicb tbey said the7 bad given you, ltaTins that UDleaa 

there were substantial roll-backa in the near tuture, that the7 

couldll1 t go along with the wage and atabilization progrea. 

TH1 PRISIDSNT: I wouldn't put it that wa.7. I don't 

think tbe7 aeant it tbat W&J'• Tbe way you bave put it, it 

sounds like an ultillatwa. There 1a nothing like that ot an7 

kind. 

ot oourae, what the aituation waa on that -- that 

queation was, ot oourae, to rood -- ia that it haan•t been put 

back to laat sept .. ber 15. And it aD7 bright person can ooae 

alons and tell ua exactlr how the law ia to be carried out 1n 

that respect, we would be very gratetul. 

You re ... ber the October 2nd law. It intended to 

atabilize the ooat ot rood and stabilize the ooat ot wagea. 

Row tbe7 are in a predioeent, just as ner7bod7 else is. It 

hasn•t been put back. It has been held talrly level on the 
-

main articles -- the eaaential articles ot tood • 

.!Jld a a you know, we are working now on new plans, to ~ 

see bow tar we can aocompliah tbe objective ot the law. Pro­

bably, whatever plan ia adopted would have to be put up to 

congress, becau~e it will ooat money. They are, as I · say --

r 
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the7 are .in a predioaent, and ao are all ot us -- juat people 

who haTe bad their salaries raised latel7. 

Q. )(r. President, haTe 70U had &Jl1 indioatiou troa 

neutral or other sources ot the ettect ot the appeal that 7ou 

and Mr. Churchill made to the Italian people? 

'.l'HB PRISIDBJIT : 110. llo. 

Q. 11r. President, is there any comment 70u can 

uke, air, upon eat .. blishiJ18 Rome as an open cit7? 

TBI PlmSIDIN'l': I thiDk the eaeiest thing 11!1 to tell 

7ou in general what has been happening tor tbe past -- Ob --

O'fer a rear. 

We baTe been verr anxious to have Rcme declared an -­

an open citr. However, the Italians -- the Fascists would not 

t do it; and on the contrarr, it baa becoae -- probabl7 was then 

•• 

a Terf i.aportant militarr center-;- That aeans the making ot 

munitions, and the use ot airports verr close to Rome -­

actuallf in Rome, and the use ot Rome beoauae it's a railroad 

center tor t~ansportation or troops, and guns -- ammunition, 

down to the southern - - to the south or Roae. 

And we used nerr arguaent, and pleaded that 1t be 

made an open city. 

But it didn't work. 

we did our beat. 

And we still hope that the Geraana and the Fascists 

will -- will aake it an open city. 

Then, ot course, it oame to the point ot .Sio117, and 

I bad to think about Aaarican boya; and it seemed pertectl7 

, 
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cle.ar that all ot the Allerican troops, and the Britiah troops, 

in SicUr were -- that their -- their da~~&er wu beiq aad­

sreater bf the conatut influx ot troops, aD4 uawaUion, ud 

suna, and planes troa the north. ADd one ot the aain centers 

ot supply tor all that, ot course, were the airplane tields, 

and the -- eape.cially the IIUU'shalling yard in Rome. 

ADd with the priaary objectiTe ot aav1q American 

and British lives, the aore we could prevent that trattic trom-­

operatia& without interruption the better it would be tor 

~rioan troops; and the particular bombing was, ot course, 

T8r1 I!IIUCOeas.tul. 

BUt I still hope that Rome can be aade an open 

oitr. 

• I am not going into the quid pro quo question, because 

• 

I don't think that really is the point, in the las~ ~&lysis. 

The -- with the aid ot Italians, the Gerlll&lls had destrored 

sOMthing like tour thousand churches -- the •Jority ot the 

tour thousand ware churches, hospitals and libraries -- in 

Britain. Thare wasn•t any ccapunction there. BUt I don't 

think that really is the essential ot the thing -- in other 

words, I don't believe in destruction merely -- aerelr tor 

retaliation, it'• the wrong basis to put it on. BUt destruc­

tion tor the eaTing ot the lives ot our aen in a great war 

aoaett.es ia an inevitable necesaitr. 

Well, I don 1 t 

auoh to add to that • 

I don 1 t lmow that there 18 aQithing ' 

Q.. ~e these ettorta being oont1Dued, Mr. 
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Preaident? 

TBB PRBSIDINt: What? 

. ' Q.. ue the ettorta being continued -- are the ettorts 

to haTe it aade an open city beiug continuedf , 

'l'HB PR!SIDIRT : Well, only -- only in this sense, 

that eTerybody knows what our position is. It has been made 

so clear tor over a year. 

Q.. Well, sir, can this be interpreted as an imple­

mentation ot your r811&rks to us at some tillle in the paet, when 

you warned in ettect the Italians, that it they did not get out 

or the war and overthrow their Fascist masters, that theY. would 

have to take the consequences? 

'l'BE PRESllJEN't: I don • t think the two things should 

• . be contused. They are really separate things. One is the 

• 

' 
problem ot -- or the entire nation, which is what you are re-

terring to now, and the other ~s the problem or a city which 

is venerated all over the world. 

MAY CRAIG: Kr. President, do you have llll7 comment 

on Mr. Ickes•s speech on bureaucrats? 

TBB PRESIDl!:Nl' : I don • t know -- I don • t know what 

you are talking about. 

thing • 

MAY CRAIG: Well, didn't you hear about it? 

THB PRESIIl!NT: NoJ , (auoh laughter) 
I 

KAY CRAIG: A. wonderful speech. (1110re laughter) 

THE FRESIDBNT: )fay, you must read almost every-

KAY CRAIG: I try to. 

I 
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Q.. 11r. Pred dent, you 8pOke a aaaent qo about the 

GoTermaent working on new plan.e to roll back prices. Ia there 

a.J17thin& that rou could ~ in general ---

'l'BI PRISIDD'l': ( interpoaing) I don't lite -- I 

don't lite the word "rollback." It's an awtul word to uae. 

I wish rou would invent so~thing else. I don't know. 

Q,. Have fOU got anr ideas? 

TBB PRESIDDT: Wba t? 

Q,. AJ1Y ideas? • 

TBB PRESIDENT: No. Not ret. Not yet. 

Q.. Mr. President, sometime qo, when you set up 

O.W.I. (Office ot War Information), J OU t old us that it was 

t or the purpose of, among other things, eliai.nating conflict-

• ing claims and stateJUats by various organizations. This week 

the war Food Administration told us there would be plenty ot 

eggs, and today O.P.A. (Office of Price Administration) told 

us there would be a critical shortage ot eggs. (laughter ) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I guess it depends a little 

on where you live. (more l aughter) 

~- (interposing) wr. President, 

TBB HlESIDENT: (continuing ) I got a lot ot eggs up 

at H7de Park now. In tact I am actually selling some ot them, 

but I am lucky on that. Not everybody who 1s as lucky as 

that. 

Q.. ( interposing ) Mr. ---

THE PRJ:SlDENl': (continuing) some places there are 

t shortages ot chickens and other places there aren't. And 

028 
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I thiDk it's a great aistake to use generalities. Well, we 

round here, not ao long ago, there was a shortage ot something 

tor a week, wasn't there, Kay (Craig)? You know about that. 

And, Oh, screaaing headlines all through the papers, whateTer 

the arti~le was that we couldn't bu, tor a week. 

' .MR. RARI.Y: Potatoes. 

'mE PRESIDRNl': Wbat? 

MR. EARLY: Potatoes. 

'l'BB PRESIDENT: Potatoes, that's it. 

MAY CRAIG: You wouldn't connect potatoes with me. 

(laughter) 

TBB HmSIDENl': You ought to know about potatoes. 

(more laughter) 

Well, at the end ct the week we had more potatoes 

than we could use. 

MR. PAUL L!A~ (Chicago Dally News): Mr. President, 

I have been aorel7 puzzled by an O.P.A. queetion, as to wh7 

an "A" card motorist should be permitted to take a long trip 

tor a T&cation, which would aean trom here to Kaine and back 

it you had enough coupons, but he can't driTe -- a aan who is 

not taking a Tacation can't driTe a mile-and-a-halt OTer here 

to the Rock Creek Park golt course? 

'1'HE PRESIDENT: Won't Frank (Knox, Secretary ot the 

Navy, and also publisher ot the Chicago Dally News) let you 

take a Tacation? (loud laughter ) 

I will SJJ:S.ak to him about it. (more laughter) 

IIR. PAUL LEACH: Speak to Prentiss Brown (head 
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ot the Ottioe ot Prioe AdaiDistration) about it • 

Q. !hank rou, Mr. Preaident. 

Q. '!'bank 7ou, Kr. President. 

(IIUOh laqhhr) 

(Notebook PO-XV -- Page 4 -- JR) 
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CONJ'IDBNTUL 
Pr••• and Radio conterenoe #911 
EXecutive ottioe ot the President 
JUly 27, 1943 -- 4.11 P.M., E.W.T. 

MR. DONALDSON: .All in. 

031 

THB PRES!OBNT: I hue got something rather dry that 

we had better talk about tirst, 

In accordance with what I did so otten tor so many 

years, we are going to give you, aa soon as thia conterence is 

over, a oontidential release tor next sunday morning's papers , 

which is a summation ot the 1944 BUdget, and-a comparison ot 

the tinal tigures, on the adjournment ot congress, compared 

with the January tirst original BUdget estiaates. You know 

we have done that several times betore, so it really brings 

everybody up to date six months later than the original Budget 

Message. 

And it contains ten pages ot words -- (some laughter) 

- -and -- (to himselt): l, 2, 3, 4, -- tive pages ot very 
' 

interesting tigures -- (laughter) in very small type. (more 

laughter) However, it's a -- it's in acoordance with custom, 

and I think it's pretty good. I have got them to write out a 

short one-page summary ot it here, which I think I had better 

talk to you -- describe the high- spots. 

The Budgetarr estimates tor the tiscal year 1944 

have been revised in th~ light ot legislative and other devel­

opaents since January. Total expenditures tor the year -- that 

is the tisoal year -- excluding debt retirement and ;rust tund 

disbursements, are now estimated at 106 billion dollars, 
. . 
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and net receipte at 38 billion. The axpected deticit ot 68 

bi.llion wi.ll carry the public debt Just above 200 billion bJ 

a Jear troa DOW -- end Ot Jlme, This deticit -- deficit will 

ot course be reduced it the Congrese enacte new revenue leg­

islation. 

During the past tiscal year ended JUne 30, the 

caaparable -- ~parab.le totals were actual expenditures ot 

80 billion dollars, actual receipts ot 22 billion, or a det­

icit ot 58 billion. 

Last January's estimate ot 100 billion dollars tor 

war expenditures during the fiscal year 1944 still stands. 

When this aount was announced, sou- persons thought the pro­

gr8lll fantastic, The Alllerican people are proving that it is 

feasible. Recent war expenditures have been not tar below 

this annual rate_, . de11p1te some lags in output. '!'he 100 bil­

lion dollars compares with 75 billion dollars that were 

actually spent tor war in the fiscal year 1943. It contea­

plates an increase tor munitions and construction from 56 

billion expended last year to 72 billions this year. spend­

ing tor other direct war purposes will increase from 19 bil­

lion last year to 28 billion dUring this fiscal year. 

In the latest recasting ot the pro~, the war 

Department is expected to spend less, and the RaTJ DepertMnt 

and other agencies are expected to spend aore tor war than 

was eatillated in January. Mllll1 factors influenced the rnia-

ions. strategy has been more tully shaped. we now have a 

more balanced perspective ot our ailitarr needs and the 

032 
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needs ot our Allies • 

coaparatiYely little battle ca.uaLtiea thus tar 

haYe aeant correspondinsly tewer replacements. 

Damage and loss ot material haYe been lese than we 

prepared tor. 

033 

Production potentialities can now be aore accurately 

measured. 

continued breaking ot bottlenecks permits stepping 
' 

up certain programs. 

The hundred billion dollar war program ls a gigantic 

national ettort tor victory. our ettorts to tinanoe it aust . 

be equally heroic. we have -- that ls not aeant to be sarcae-• 
tic, either -- w~ haYe depended tar too heavily on bank credits 

It and otherwise idle tunds. This endangers economic stability. 

• 

To help avoid inflationary consequences and to spread the war 

coste more equitably, I recomaended last January a truly etitt 

progr81l ot addition.al t axes and savings, and I continue to 

support that program. The war ettort must be backed by revenue 

measures adequate to proteot the home tront against economic 

disruption, and to prepare tor an orderlY transition to 

peace. 

Well, I don't believe we need any more "seminar" on 

that now. You have all got until sunday morning's papers to 

study it, and it any questions come up, ask -- ask the Director 

ot the BQdget to expl ain thea. DOn't ask me. (laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, what is your reaction to the 

change ln the Italian governaent? (the sudden resignation 

-. 
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ot Benito KUaeolini on Jul7 2~) 

'!'BB PRESIIJDt: Reaction? 

Q. Tea, air. 

THI PRJ:SIJJKR'r: I nner h&Te reactions. I am auoh 

too old. (laughter) 

q. Kr. President, when you were disouesiAg the 

baabing ot R~e laat •w.ek, did you haTe the 1ntoraat1on that 

Mussolini would aake his exit? 

TH! PRBSIDBNT: No. No. 

Q. Sir, could you tell us whether there 1a likely 

to be any change in our unconditional surrender policy, in 

respect ---

THE PR!SIDENT: (interposing) Oh, I think the 

034 

.. secretary or state coTered all that pretty well yesterday. 

• 

q. Mr. President, 1t there should be an unconditional 

surrender, do you think it likely that we JRight d811l&Dd or 

Marshall (Pietro) Badoglio (succeeding MUasolini) that Musso• 

lini be deliTered to us? 

THE PRESIDENT: That what would be deliTered to 

US? 

Q. Muaaolini? 

THE PRESIDENT: How did you start that sentence? 

What word? 

Q. (aside) Oh -- Oh. 

Q. Er ---- (much laughter). 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it's useful tor me to 

go into the details ot hypothetical questions. I could ask 

' 
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in taot, I do ask ayse1t a very large nuaber ot hypothetical 

questions, and I am wise enough not to give m7selt the 

answers. (laUfJhter) 

Q. Mr. President, where is Archbishop (Francis J.) 

Spellman? 

THE PRESIIIENT: The last I heard, he waa in Portugeae 

East Atrioa, but that was about -- about a week or ten days 

ago. 

Q. You haven'.t heard sinoe? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I haven't heard anything. 

Q. Sir, would you care- to make any collllllent on 

(Prime Minister Winston) Churchill • a statement to commons? 

THE PRESI!lENT: No. I have only read the stutr that 

.. came out over the ticker, so tar. What I read I like very 

much. 

• 

Q. Sir, is there anything that might be said yet 

on this proposal to re-establish the ottice ot People's 

counsel? 

THE PRESIDENT: I asked tor an opinion trom the 

Attorney Ganeral on it, a.nd I havan•t got an answer. You mow 
it's tha Attorney General that recommended steadi~y against "' 

tilling that post , and I haven't heard trom him since then. \ 

Q. You say this Attorney General (Francis Biddle) 

recommended against that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes -- several Attorney Generals. 

Q. several Attorney Generale? 

THE PRESIDEm': Yes. 

- ' 
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Q. Kr. President, could you say whether the broad­

casta ot the o.w.I. which haTe attacked the I1Dg ot Italy were 

authoriz•d by you or by the state Departaent? 

THI PRBSIDENT: Reither ot us. Nor by Bob Sherwood 

(O.W.I. OTerseaa Director); and I think BOb Sherwood b raia­

iu,g Hell about it now. It ought nner to haTe been done. 

MR. EARLY: He ia; and it was a slip. 

THI PRBS:mEI'll': Yea . · Only don't quote ae ae •aring 

"raising Hell." (laugbter) 

Q. Kr. President, can you giTe ua any guidance on 

your speech tomorrow night -- the scope ot it? 

'!'HE FRESIDENT: It is going to be about the war. 

(laughter) 

Q. Abroad, or at home, sir? 

THR FRESIDENT: Do you -- (much laughter) -- you 

know, I I hoped -- I hoped you would ask that question Just 

that way. In other words, -- well, it's this do~sn't really 

apply to you (personallY), but I aa just thinking about the 

general lines ot thought. 

There are too many people in this country who go 

atter a slogan, who simplify things down, who are not mature 

enough to realize that you can•t take a piece ot paper and 

draw a line down the middle ot it and put the war abroad -­

or the war front -- on one aide ot the line, and put the home 

tront -- eo called -- on another side ot the line, because 
' 

atter all it all ties in ,_together • 

When we send an expedition into Sicily , where 

' 
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.. does it begin? Well, it besins at two places, practically, 

it besina on the taru ot thia country, and in the ainea ot 

-thia country. 

ADd then the next step in getting that ~ into 

sicily is the prooeaaing ot the tood, and the processing ot 

the raw aaterials into steel, and then the aunitions plant a 

that turn the steel into tanka or planes or the alwainum, 

whatever it a&7 be. And then, even during that process and a 

long time afterwards, a great aany a1111oD people in thia 

country are engaged in transporting it troa the plant, or 
_; 

troa the tield, or the processing instrument to the -- to the 

seaboard. 

ADd t hen it's put on ships that are made in this 

.. country, otherwise you couldn't get it over there at all. And 

it gets on board ships that you have to escort and convoy 

• 

with a lot ot other ships, and a l ot ot other planes that are 

based, aost ot them, in this country. ADd tiDally, when they 

get to the other side, all these men go ashore. 

ADd during the process ot getting ready tor an 

attack on-- on sdoily, they are put ting into ettect a train­

ing which they received over here betore they started. They 

have been trained in aany tlnds ot camps over here. They have 

had maneuvers. Well, that is -- that 1s home tront wort, even 

when they are doing that. ADd as a result ot it, in this par­

ticul ar war, we have got over two llillion men that are overseas, 

and no aan has gone over there that '~asn•t had pretty adequate 

training. Mos t ot them have had tralning sutt ioient to 

L 
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-enable them to go into action alaoat at onoe atter the7 get 

there. 

Well, ot oourae, that did not happen in 1917 and 

1918. When the troops went our to l'ranoe, the tirat thing 

they did waa to go into a training oaap two or three hundred 

ailea behind the linea, before they were autticiently trained 

to go up to the tront. When an American soldier goes over 

tram here, he is tully equipped, not only hie clothing, but 

also all ot the IIIWlitiona that are as8igned to him., which in­

oludea almost everything -- guns, ritles, machine guns and 

ammunition, artillery sma.ll and large, tanka, planes, truclca, 

and everything else. 

When our bora went ~er in '17 and •18, it's a tact 

that a very large portion ot their equipment was given to ua, 

or -- I shouldn't aay that. I don•t want to raise a question 

ot whether it was given or loaned -- it was turned over to ua 

by Britain and }Prance. EVen lllll1Y ot the articles ot personal 

apparel were turned over to ua by Britain and }Prance. A 

great nuaber ot our rifles came from Britain and l'rance. a 

great maJority ot our -- ot our artillery on the western rront 

in tbose day a came troa Britain and }Prance. We built no tanlca 

ot our own that got over there. Most ot the trucks -- or 

lorries, as they call tha. -- oae from Britain and l'ranoe. 

And on the airplane end, in ordar to aay that we had 

flown some ot them on the other aide, I think there were aix 

\. 

or eight planea in l'ranoe, none ot which had been flown against 

the eneiQ', which ware put into the air durin& the - - the 

' ,_ 
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last f .. dara before the Araiatice, to aave the record. 

· Tode¥, of course , we are not onlr sendiq our people 

OTer campletelr equipped from the bottom to the top, but we 

are also supplyiq a very large portion of munitions in the 

broad sense of the tera, including food, to our Allies -- to 

our Allies, to be specific, in the Sicilian campaign --

before that, the Mrican campaign. 

But all through this we hue to remember that there 

is just one front, which includes at home as well as abroad. 

It is all part of the picture of trrins to win the war. 

Now, of course, I can't do anything about it because 

the thing llae got started, and people will continue to refer 

to the "heme front." 

It always reainds me of an. exl!lllple I use about things 

getting started, I have a little dog who is called Fala -­

F-A-L-A· But in the beginning, everrbody got into their heads 

that his name was 1-A-L-L-A, and you can't break them ot the 

habit. same thing goea tor "hans front." (laughter) 

Q. Jlr, President, will you tell us about your inter­

view with Mayor (Fiorello) LaGuardia? 

THE FRl!SIIJ.BNl': Oh, we talked about a lot ot thinss 

nothins par.ticular. (laughter) 

Q. Kr. President, would you c0111111.ent on Kr. (Vice 

President Henry A.) Wallace's speech at Detroit Sunday? 

THE PRESIDEN'l': The what? 

Q. Jlr, -- would rou comment on Jlr, Wallace's speech 

at Detroit SUDd&T? 

--- · --· -
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TBK PRESIDIJilT: Yea, I beard it. Yea. 

Q. would you g1Te ua &llf oa.menta on it? 

TBK PRJ:SIDDT: I liked it very auoh. 

VOI CIS: Thank you, Mr. President. 

(Notebook PC-XV -- Page 13 -- JR) 
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CONriDBR'l'IAL 
Preaa and Radio Oonterenoe #912 
JXeoutive ottioe ot the President 
JUl7 30, 19~3 -- 10.57 A.M., E.W.T. 

Q.. oood morning. 

Q. Good morning, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: (in high good humor) You'll need 

two or three notebooks this morning. 

Q. Oh -- Oh. 

Q. I only brought one. 

THE PRESIDRNT: I only try to oblige. (auch 

laughter) What are we doing with a wave in here? · 

Q. (the wave) Representing the Navy, sir. 

THE• PRESIDENT: Grand -- grand. 

041 

Q. (surveying nuaerous papers in tront ot the Preai-

dent) Is this going to be millleographed? 

TEE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. Ia this going to be mimeographed? 

THB PRESIDENT: Nol You had better take it all 

downl (cries ot "Oh -- Oh" and laughter) 

Q. It's an awtul hot day. 

THE ~ESIDENT: Yes. I think I'll read all that, 

too. (more laughter) 

Q. You are going to read all that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yesl 

Q. Shall we send out tor lunch? (more laughter) 

THE ffiESIDENT: There's an idea. 

An interesting thing at casablanca, when Churchill 

-. . - - -- .. . . - -
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and I had the press oonter'enoe, we aearohed the ~.ray and HaTT 

that was there to tind somebod7 that could take the oonter­

enoe. And all theT had was just a regular stenosrapher. 

There wasn't &DTbOdT who had the speed tor it. Gosh, there 

were tour WAACs, and one ot them stepped torward and said, 

"I em a oourt stenographer." So the thins was properl7 taken 

-- pretty good. (laughter) 

Q. Right . 

MR. OONALDBOH: All in. 

THE FRESIDBNT: I hue got a lot ot things. 

(laughter) 

steTe (Early) will giTe 70u this atter -- I am haT­

ing it tned now in regard to crimea against innocent 

people committed by certain persons. In August, 1942 --

nearly a year ago -- I issued a statement to the press in which, 

atter referring to the crimes against innocent people committed 

by AXis powers, I stated, "The United Rations are going to win 

this war. When victory bas been achieved, it is the purpose 

ot the Government ot the United States, as I know it is the 

purpose ot each ot the United Nations, to make appropriate use 

ot the intormation and evidence in respect to the barbaric 

crimes ot the invaders, in Europe and in Asia. It seems only 

tair that they s.bould have th1s warning, that the time will 

come when they shall have to stand in courts ot law in the 

Ter,. countries which they are now oppressing, and answer tor 

the 1r acts." 

On October 7, last year, I stated that it was "the 
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intention ot this Government, that the successful close ot 

the war ahall include pX~ovisions tor the eurrender ot the - ­

to the United Nations ot war oriaiDals." 

The wheels ot justice have turned constantly since 

those statements were iseued, and ere still turning. 

There are now rllllors that Mussolini and umbers ~ 

his Fascist gang m.e.y attempt to take retug~ in neutral 

territory. One day, Hitler and his gang, and Tojo and hie 

gang will be trying to escape from their countries. 

I find it difficult to believe that any neutral 

country would give an aeylum to, or extend protection to any 

ot them. I can only say that the Government ot the Unit'ed 

States would regard the action by a neutral government in at­

fording asylum to AXis leaders, or their tools, as inconsis-

tent with the principles tor which the United Natione are 

fighting, and that the United states Government hopes that no 

neutral government will permit ita territory to be used ae a 

place ot refuge, or otherwise assist such persons in any at­

tort to escape their just deserts. 

Well, I think that speaks tor itself. 

Then , here is a thing that I g.ot at the last minute 

the other night, and I didn't -- couldn't put it in (the 

speech), because I-- I didn•t have the tiae. It came at the 

very last minute, trom General (DWight n.) Rieenhower . 

Q. (aside) In the speech he made. 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I think it is this 

is not -- no copy on this. I will just "t~k" it tor a 

043 
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IIL1nute. · 

I .spoke ot what we were going to do to help the 

Italian people in Italy. I had this oable troa General 

Eisenhower. I wanted to include some ot the taots he sent 

111.8 1 but there wasn•t tillle to get them in. However, I think 

the ~ioan people will be interested· to know just what we 

are doing. 

The immediate supply ot tood tor both our troops 

and the civilian population in Sioil.y had to be landed aorosa 

the beaches. Emergency tood tor the civil population was 

met trom the ·ArmY rations, and continues trom military 

stocks. A stockpile ot supplies especially tor civili.ans has 

been established in North Atrica, and is now being mOTed in. 

It includes sugar, and tlour, and milk tor children, oliva 

oil, meat, and an Italian favorite called Pasta. A generous 

8Jilount ot medical supplies, and also soap and matches, has 

been furnished, and the supply will continue. 

Public Health doctors went with- the assault elements. 

In addition, sanitar7, c ivii supply, transportation and agric­

ultural experts were also sent in, tor the purpose ot organ­

izing the tood resources ot the island itselt tor the benefit 

ot the population. 

The -- t hey do grow wheat. We are sending other 

wheat in trom Atrioa, but to supply power tor the milling ot 

it we have sent in shipments ot Diesel oil t o mill the 

wheat. 

To assist in restoring the eoonamy ot sicily, 

J 
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particularly with reapect to ita own tood supply, General 

Alexander has been authorized to tree selected Sicilian pris­

oner• - - priaonera ot war -- whose labor will assist in the 

wellbeing ot the local population. 

so you can see we are •king good on our proaieea. 

And on our doing that will pay dividends, and gaining the co­

operation ot Italians aa our troops push forward. 

I think this is particularly iaportant right now. 

They are getting the harvest in in Sicily, and they will be 

harTeating all throush Italy during the next tew weeka. We 

hope that this year the Italian people as a whole will be 

able to keep their own crops, as is happening in Sicily, and 

not be compelled to let them go through to the Germans. 

I have got another one. 

I am releasing this, otherwise it would - it would 

brea.lc -- this Report on Demobilization and Readjustment. 

(holding it up) 

way back in JUly, 1942 -- over a year ago - - I ap• 

pointed an informal conterence on post-war readjustment ot 

civilian and military personnel . The conference was selected 

in order to include representatives with a wide range ot ex­

perience and interest. 

045 

Well, Dr . Floyd Reeves; Dr. Franc is Brown, Joint Army 

and Navy Committee; Dr. Edward Elliott, Chiet ot Professional 

and Technical Employment and Training Division ot the war Man­

power Commission; nr. William Habar, Director ot the Bureau . 

ot Program Requir cents; Brigadier General (Franlc T.) Hines, 

. . 
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Veterane• Adain1etration; Major General (Lewie B.) Berehey. 

thew~ Manpower; nr.(A. F . ) Hinriohe. Acting oammieeioner 

ot Labor Statiat1ca; Lieutenant Commander (Ralph A.) Sentman 
., 
S-E-N-T-M-A-N -- ot the Educational services Section, 

BUreau ot Personnel. Navy Department; colonel (Francis T.) 
J 

046 

Spaulding or the Education Branch, War Department; Dr. Boward 

-- llr. Howard Tolley • Chief ot the BUreau ot Agricultural 

Economics;~. Thomas J. Woofter, Jr., Director of Research, 

Federal Security Agency; and Mr. Leonard Outhwaite, National 

Resources Planning Board. 

It worked as an independent body, and was entirely 

tree in arriving at ita recommendations. 

ADd about three weeks ago they made this report. 

Atter calling attention to the great scope ot the 

prQblam, the conference expressed its belief that it the prob­

lems ot demobilization are to be met satiatactorily, the Exe­

cutive and Legislative branches ot the GOTernment must produce 

a national policy that will carry out the general activities 

ot that period. It also believes it will be round necessary 

to establish a central directive agency tor dealing with 

these problelllS. 

A part ot the work ot the conterenoe was general in 

character, and set up general objectives or processes ot 

demobilization procedure. But it wasn•t content to deal 

siaply with principles and generalities. Wherever it was 

round possible to do eo, the conference set torth many con­

crete and practical suggestions. These are still illustrated 

' . 
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by its proposals regarding the mustering-out• process that 
l 

will atteot the men and woun in the armed services. 

They have -.,tx recCIIIIIle~dat~ons, which are a bit more 

specitio than the ones I made the other night; but the general 

process, ot course, is the same. Well, tor instance, they 

proposed three months ot furlough at regular base pay, not 

to exceed a hundred (dollars) a month plua tlllllUy allowances. 

They are more specific than I was, and also a. little bit 

longer than I was. And ·I added certain things which they 

haven't got in, and they have got certain -- less important 

things in that I did not have in. For instance, opportunities 

tor agr.icul tural employment and settlement. substantially , 

·the objective is exactly the sam.e as mine, although some ot 

• the details ditter. 

• 

The report blocks out a general approach to the 

problems ot demobilization, and recognizes that much work 

remains to be done both by the Executive and Legislative 

branches ot the Government. It emphasizes the tact that this 

work must be commenced now, in order that plans may be tully 

developed before large-scale demobilization begins. 

It call~ attention to the tact that many men will 

be released from the ar.med forces during the course ot the 

war, ~d it is desirable that the same general provisions ap­

ply to them that apply to those who are a part ot the more 

general process ot demobilization at the end ot the war. 

The report places strong emphasis on the importance 

ot bringing about a rapid conversion ot industry tram a 
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wartiae to a peaoett.e baais, in establishing tull e~loyaent 

as one ot the obJeotiTes or the deDDbUization process. It 

reoogniz .. that the bulle or eaplo)'llent must be furnished bT 

pr1Tate induatry, and that iaportant -- and that -- and that 

iaportant ettorts .are being J!l&de to this end by various groups 

in private industry in the country. It recognizes that auo­

ceaatul demobilization can only take place it the Federal Gov­

ernment and private industry each perform their proper 

function. 

It points out that the Congress and the Chief EXecut­

ive must establish the general policy and prOTide general 

machinery tor bringing about deaobilization, but that indiv­

i dual initiative and group ettort will also play an iaportant 

I part in malting the machinery work. 

I 

The -- I think t hat's about all. You have got 

enough , anyway, 

Q. Mr. President, are you releasing that with your 

appro.al? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, not as t o every word. In other 

words, it •a a tre11endoualy interesting study. The general 

objective, Yes. As to the details, that is a matter tor 

congress to work out. The purpose is excellent. And the com• 

mittee that drew_it up, or course, was -- was in its personnel 

an extremely good committee. 

MR. EARLY: (to the President) Tran811litting the re­

port to the congress. 

THE PRESIDENT: What'? 

I . . .. 
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MR. EARLY: Transmitting the report to the 

Congress. 

THE PRESIDENT: And Steve suggests as soon as the 

congress oases back, I will transmit the report. 

049 

Q.. Mr. President, regarding your report to the 

nation th~ other night, there has been some speculation in 

some quarters as to its political portent , and some ot your 

loyal opposition have released statements on it. Is there any 

comment that you would like to make, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: It reminds me ot what a member ot the 

tamily said this morning. He said, "Why, in your next speech, 

don•t you try it on -- a ditterent way? SUppose a paragraph 

or two ·saying, 'The moon is beautiful'? (laughter) Probably 

It you will be accused ot playing politics, ·because there are a 

lot ot young people that like to sit out under the moon." 

(more laughter ) 

It 

Q.. Mr. President, there has been some discussion as 

to whether we ought to deal with the (Marshal Pietro) Badoglio 

goverDlllent, or with tb.e King (ot Italy), and so torth; and I 

wonder whether you might think it uaetul to clarify that 

point? 

THE PRESIDENT: Steve said you would ask that ques­

tion. (laughter) I said to him it reminds me a good deal ot 

the old argument -- I could go on and have an argument about 

it -- as to which came first, the chicken or the egg. 

When a victorious army goes into a country, there 

are two things -- two essential things that they want to 

~ . - - . . ... . 
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• meet, in the first instance. The first 1e the end of ar.d 

opposition. The second is -- when that armed opposition caaes 

to an end - - to avoid anarchy. In a country that goes into a 

state of anarchy, it is a pretty difficult thing to deal with, 

because it takes an awful lot -- it would take an awful lot of 

our troops. 

I don • t care who we deal w1 th in Italy, as long as 

it isn't a definite member ot the Fascist government, so long 

as they get them to lay down their arms, and so long as we 

don 't have anarchy. Now his name may be a King, or a present 

Prime Minister, or a Mayor ot a town , or a village. 

We have a great big objeotive . The first thing is . ·-

to stop the fighting, and the second thing is to avoid anarchy . 

.. Now mind you, that is only the very tirst step. 

I ' 

You will also remember that in the -- I think it was 

the Atlantic Charter, something wa.s saia about salt- determina­

tion. That is a long-range thing. You can't get self­

determination in the first week that they lay down their arms. 

In other words, common sense. 

And I don't think that any controversy is either 

called tor or advisable , because it puts the thing, a t this 

stage of the game , into the ~hich came tirst, chicken or egg" 

category. 

~· Mr. Pres ident , you wouldn't consider General 

Badoglio as the Fascist, then? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am not discussing personalities. 

It was only a columnist (Samuel Grafton) who went on the air 

050 
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It the other night that did that. (laughter) (adding) Oa•e 

• 

• 

hie own personal rt811fe. 

Q. Thank 7ou, Mr. President. 

Q. Thank fOU, sir. 

Q. Thank 7ou, Mr. President • 
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