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CONFIDENTIAL 
Preas and Radio Conference 1913 
Executive ottice of the PresideD~ 
August 10, 1943 -- 4.15 P.M., E.W. T. 

Q. Mr. President . 

THE PRESIDENT: (just returned from a short vacation 

in Canada) Well! 

MR. GODWIN: What kind of bait do you catch your 

tiah with? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

MR . GODWIN: What kind ot bait? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know whether you are old 

enough to have used it when you were a boy -- a th~ng called 

earthworms • 

MR. GODWIN: I was going to say , I had a guide who 

talked about it last night, and he called them educated 

worms. 

TJm PRESIDENT: They are new to me. I always called 

them earthworms. (laughter ) 

MR. GODWIN: Good fishing! 

MR. DONALDSON: All in . 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing I have got 

I have just had a telephone message trom Mr. Mackenzie King 

(Prime Minister of Canada), saying that the Prime Minister of 

Great Britain (Winston Churchill) ·has Just arrived in Canada, 

with members of hi~ statf; and I think you oan assume that I 

will probably s~e him. It will probably be a staff meeting. 

I can't tell you the time , date, or anything else. 

• 
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(then to a reporter, wb.o was apparently talking to 

himaelf) What did you say? (laughter ) 
I 

Q. Is there anything more? 

THE H{ESIDENT: No. No, I don't think I hav~ got 

anything to say. 

Q. Mr. President, we continue to hear talk of a 

second front in Europe. Is it a third front that remains to 

be opened? 

053 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, my boy. · You have never 

been a columnist. ·You talk like a columnist. (laughter) 

:MR. GODWIN : A fellow over here called it a third 

front. 

THE FRESIDENT: No. He's a radio "transmitter," 

I aren't you? (more lauahter) 

• 

Q. Will there be any Russian participation 1n thes e 

talks in Canada, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Will what? 

Q. Will there be any Russian participation in these 

talks 1n CiJ.Ilada? 

THE PRESIDENT: Any what? 

Q. Russian part~cipation? 

THE H{ESIDENT: I don't think so. Tb.a t doesn't mean 

that we wouldn' t be awfully glad to have them. It's just 

British and American, that's all. 

Q. What? 

THE PRESIDENT : British and .American, that's all. 

Q. Wr. President, is there anything that you 
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.. can say about the development ot a program to lower the coat 

ot tood to consumers? 

• 

• '· 

THB PRESIDENT: I don't think there is anything on 

that yet. We are all working toward it ---

Q. (interposing) In that connection, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- the anti-inflation 

fight. 

Q. (continuing) --- in that connection, can you say 

anything ab9ut Representatives (Jesse P.) Wolcott (Republican 

, of M~oh~gan) and (Henry B.) Steagall (Democrat ot Alabama) be­

ing called back for contere~ces in connection with food? 

THE ffiESIDENT: Never heard of it. What's that 

about, food? 

Q. I don't know. I heard they were coming. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes -- it must hav~ been a committee. 

Q. Mr. President, has the White House received any 

confirmation of reports emanating from Madrid that Adolf 

Hitler's regime has been supplanted by a military Junta? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard a thing, except what 

. I read in the papers. Neither has the Secretary of State. At 

least he hadn't up to half-past twelve today. 

Q. Mr. President, the committee you appointed to 

study revision of the Puerto Rican constitution has finished 

!ts work. Have you heard what they did? 

THE PRES !PENT: No, I haven' t: I have only b .. n 

back since yesterday morning. They came in to see me -- what 

was it?-- «tout a week ago Friday, and they hadn't 
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It tinished their work then. Now, it they are still here, , I 

suppose they will c0111.e 1n to see JU betore they diaband. 

Q. I believe they just disbanded a day or two ago, 

betore you got back. 

Tim PRESIDENT: Well, I don't Jmow. Better ask -­

who is it? - - Mr. Ickes (Secretary ot the Interior) is the 

Chair111an ot it, I think. 

MR. EARLY: (interjecting ) Yea, sir. 

Q. ( interposing ) Do you have any indications --­

THE PRESI'DENT: (continuing) I haven't had a word 

since a week ago Friday. 

055 

Q. Anything on this conterence today, Mr. President, 

with the -- Secretary Hull , and Dr. (Isaiah) Bowman , and 

• Dr . ---

• 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No. Just 

Q. (continuing) - -- (Leo) Pasvolsky? 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing ) --- continuing. 

Q. Is that post-war planning? 

THE PRESIDENT : What? 

Q. Would that relate to post-war planning? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. 

Q. Anything on railroad wages, Mr. President? 

THE PRJ.<:3IDENT: I haven't heard a word. 

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) As ---

Q. (continuing) --- while you were away, a tell ow 

named (John) Bovingdon was tired tr0111. the Government. It 

/ 
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It ae .. a that (Martin) Dies (Chairaan ot the Special Committee 

to Investigate Un-American Activities) said he was a ballet 

da.ncer with Communist tendencies. (laughter ) It baa been 

suggested, Mr. President, that you set up same sort ot com­

mittee t o pass on such cases. (more laughter) 

• 

• 

THE PRESIDEN'!!: Gosh! -- I did?_ 

Q. No. It has been suggested. 

THB: PRESIDENT: Why don't you set up a OOIIIIIlitt&e 

like that, and let me have their names? I think you might 

do a very good job on it. (much laughter) 

VOICES,: Thank you , Mr. President • 

(Notebook PC•XV --Page 41 -- JR) 1 
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OOIV'IDD'l'UL 
Preas and Radio Conterenoe #9U 
Bald on the Terrace at The Citadel in Quebec, Canada 
August 2~, 19~) --at 12.15 P.M., E.W.T. 

(this is the joint press oonterence ot 

the President, the Prime Kinieter ot 

Great Britain Winston Churchill, and 

the Prime Kiniater ot Canada Mackenzie 

King) 

I ' 05 7 
• 

PRDm MINISTER CHURCHILL: (coming out onto the 

Terrace with the President and Mackenzie King) Oh! I hope 

we've got a dry seat. (wet outside, but warm and eunnr) 

(three ohairs were placed at an angle tram 

the parapet. lrlackenzie King was seated in 

the middle, Winston Churchill on his lett, 

and the President on his right. They taced 

a battery ot motion picture camerae and 

still photographers. Anthony Eden, Foreign 

Minister, Brendan Bracken, Stephen Earlr 

and Harry Hopkins eat on the parapet behind 

them. The newspapermen-- about 170 ot 

them -- quickly gathered in a semi-circle 

around the three chairs) 

THE PRESIDENT: (atter baing seated) Kr. Mackenzie, 

you are now the "presiding otticer." (laughter) (then 

• 
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notioiDs the newapapemen) Who woke you up thia morniag? 

(liDre laupter) 

VOICB: Ther are not a.ll here. 

PRDm KINIS'l'BR O~CHILL: Wb;r don't we put a aat or 

a rug down? (aneral were kneeliDs on the wet ground) 

'l'KI PHJSSmD'l': (to Kerri.u.n Blaith, UP) . Didn't :rou 

ring a dinner bell or aomethiag in the morning? (a atorr 

that at an earl:r hour he raag a gong uaed tor announcing preaa 

oonterenoea on all the tloora at the Clarendon Hotel, gettin& 

everrbod7 up) 

MR. lmRRIKAN SKITH: 'l'ba t ' 11 libel. 

THB FRESIDBN'l': (taoetioualy) No. (laughter) 

FRIKB KINIS'l'lm MAODNZIB XING: Gentlemen of the 

preaa, before -~ betore the conterence breaks up, the President 

and Prime Minister hope to have an opportunity, in which I q 

proud indeed to be able to join thea, ot interchaagiDs greet­

ings with :rou, and also ot expressing to rou all, our thank• 

tor the helpful cooperation which the preas baa given in the 

period ot the conterence. 

In order that tbe aatters ma:r be carried out in the 

best way possible, it has been thought that 1t the camerae 

would pertora their function, in the first instance, to the 

duration of tour minutes, the gentl .. en a1ght then diaappear 

and have the negatives developed, atter which the other mem­

ber• of the preae would remain, and Mr. Churchill, Kr. Roose­

velt, and possibly myself, would have just a word ot greeting 

to exchange with you before the thing breaks up. 
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(the still and ~tion picture c ... r ... n took 

their pictures and lett, the newspape~en 

cr~diDg into the vacated apace) 

PRIKI MINISTER KAODJJZIB XING: Mr. Churchill sa,ra 

he hopes TOU won't sit down too long in one ot those puddles. 

PRIKI KIRl':S'l'.IR CHORCHn.L. Don't go and tumble 

over. (the parapet) 

PRIKB MINISTER MACUitZD XING: Kove back -- ·move 

back. Can't you crowd back a little, and make this 

(sami•cirole) wider? I think it will be eaaier tor ever7one 

here 1t you are not too oloae. 

Well, Mr. Churchill, woUld you lilce to say a tew 

words to the gentlemen ot the press? (then noticing several 
' 

newspaperMn standing on ~e parapet) Bow, are you -- are 

you sotng to stay in that position? Watch that parapet. 

THI PRXSIDBBT: Don't tuable over. 

:m.nm IIINIBTER CBDRCHILL: It's a high wall. 

THK PRESimmT: Watch the parapet. (then to Secret 

Serviceu.n Hipsley, ot tall and huak¥ traae, standing 1n 

tront ot the newspapermen) You had better kneel down, you're 

too big. (laughter) 

PRIKI MINISTER IU.~IB XING: Bow I oall on llr. 

Churchill to say a tew words to the gentlemen usubled. 

PRIKI MINISTER CHURCHILL: Well, ladies and gentle­

men, until I arrived here I thought that the President waa 

going to tollow llr. Kaokenzie King in the proceedings. 

059 
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I didn't kDow what I waa SDiDs to aa,, and I thoupt that I 

would ba .. 'A7 reaarka in aooordanoe with wbat he aa14. 

(laUShter) .tnd he doean•t -- but now he haa arriTed ---· 

VOIOB: (1Dterpoatns) Louder. Louder, please, Mr. 

Churchill. 

PRDm KIHISTBR CBtJRCBILL: (louder) Now he haa 

arrived, he tell• ae that he wiahea ae to begin. Now he ia 

going to listen to what I have got to ear, and he is reserT1Dg 

hiuelt not to aake llD1 errore I ur make. (laughter) 
' 

Well, I understand ~hi• 1a a -- ia a talk which is 

not tor quotation or attribution, but to enable us to meet -­

I 8ll not aalcing a apeeoh -- (auch laughter) -- I 8Jil not mak­

ing a speech -- to enable ua, as Mr. ll.ackenzie Xing in hia 

verr happf phrase said, "to interchange greetings," and 

rather 1D the same way as we did at Casablanca. 

Now I have quite realized that aa.nr or you gentlemen, 

probablr the aoat distinguished body ot great repreaentatiTea 

that could be gathered together, rou have been -- rou have 

felt iapatieDt at the taot that -- well, you were all gathered 

here, and there was eo ve.ry little to report and write about. 

Well, that waa inherent in the -- in the nature ot 

the -- ot the task, beoauae tbeae oonterenoea wb1oh attract 

world-wide attention do not tbeaaelvea rield a aatter which 

can be ooatiauallr contributive to the -- to the preaa, or to 

the world. And one hopes that aa a result or the deoisiona 

taken here, events will ooour weeks and months later wbioh 

will tullr Just1tr all the labor which was expended. And 
\ 

I 
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it is b7 those results, which are not available in anr tara 

that oan be nen toreahadowed todar, that those who take p~io 

in these oonterences m\Uit be Judged; and I hope, theretore, 

that rou will appreciate and srapat~ize with our ditticulties, 

in the aa.e war as I haTe tried to _show I understand rours. 

u an old reporter, newspaperman, war correspondent, 

when moat ot r ou were still unborn -- (laUBhter} -- I know --
.. 

I know t he feelings ot irritation which come when the trouble 

taken b7 the press doea not seem to reap a proportionate 

reward. 

But we are fighting a great lite-and-death struggle, 

and I must ask tor the patriot1BIIl, tolerance and indulgence 
~ 

ot all those who are here to aake allowances tor that, cr1ticia• . 

1ng anrthing ther think should be criticised, but altogetl;ler 

t o make fair allowances tor the conditiona under which we are 

doing our work, which are essentiallr those ot secrecy, which 

are essentiall7 those which the results -- the results or 

which, when ther can be spoken ot at all, should be the sub-

Ject ot considered statement. Th~retore, I hope that rou will 

be to our faults a little mild, and to our virtues verr 

kind. 

This 1a the sixth conterence I have had with the 

Preeident; and I know there a.re 80118 people who aay, ~ 1a 

it necessary to have all these conferences'" But I think a 

much aore reasonable way or looking at it would be to ear, 

"Bow 1a it ther are able to get on with such long intervale 

between the contarencea'" 
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When rou think that our araiea are linked tosether 

' aa no two araiea hne eTer bee - our neeta, air toroea and 

al'lliea linked together aa DeTer bet ore 1D hiatorr, not oD17 

aide b7 aide but 1Dtera1Dgled T&rJ otten -- and that the opera­

tiona which the7 are conducting are beiDa achieTed with 

unexaapled rapiiUt7 auad ot schedule aDd ahead ot progr .. ; 

and when you think ot all the dittel'ence it ll&kea to the 

soldiers wbo are tipting with all the power at tuir command 

and at which they will haTe to be kept, at the aaae tiae, 

at the summit and at the center -- and that there will haTe to 

be a clear aarking out ot the course ahead, and a detailed 

study 

taken 

a deliberate study ot all the steps that baTe to be 
-
and what a ditterence that all makes to the aoldiar, 

and how aan,y liTes liiAY easily be saTed, and what abri4gaenta 

aar be achieTed in this long a~d deTaatating, desecrati.Ds war 

-- then I teel sure that you will asree with ae, and with the 

President, that we are rightly to OCIII'I.e tosether, and to bring 

our statts together, to bring not only the head statts but all 

the Tery larse statts together 1Ddispensable to the workiDg 

ot liOdern operations. 

A great adTantage is achieTed b7 personal contact. 

I &Iaure you it would not be possible to oerry on the coapli• 

oated warfare we are wag1Ds w1 thout -- without close, intillate, 

friendly, personal contacts, and they haTe. been established at 

eTerr leTel 1n the Tery large organizations which haTe been 

brought together here at Quebec. 

I oerta1Dly aust tell you that I haTe had --

• 
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toUD4 the work 'Yerf bard here -- 'Yerf herd. I ha'Ye hardl7 bad 

a ainute to· apare, troa the continued tlow ot telesr•• troa 

London to the -- to the neceaaity ot dealing with a n\llllber ot 

great queationa which oannot be hurried in their consideration; 

and a great .. 111 ainor deoisiona, scao ot which take just aa 

auch -- take just aa auoh tiu ·and trouble. All thla orowdiJI& 

1D has certainlf not lett me any time to so about and aee 

people, and to make all the exterior contacts which I should 

like to baTe done, uoept tor an hour yesterday when I saw a 

tew people. 

That, I think, has b .. n true also ot our statts. 

They baTe worked at trU~endous pressure. Not oD17 the ooabined 

conterenoes, which ha'Ye been dally and twice a day and so torth, 

but each ot the statts has had to spend lons hours 1D concla'Ye 

together aaons the .. elTea; and, ot course, the President has 

had to sit with his otticera, and I with those whom I ha'Ye 

brought O'Yer. We ba'Ye had to diacuss with thOJil, all the JIO'Ye­

:m.enta -- the thoughts -- the deciaiona which hue been takin& 

place. (__' 
Well, we ha'Ye got to the end ot the task. We ha'Ye 

got to the end ot the task. We ha'Ye reached a Tery good --

Tary good -- I hope 'Yary good conclusions. I hope· they are 

'Yery good. They ere certa1nl7 unanbloua and agreed, and most 
I 

extr•e cor dial! t:r pr eTaila • 
' 

Now, you 11ust not suppose that is no 8llall thins, 

beoauae with the beat will in the world dittarenoea ot 'Yiew 

aust arise, when two great nations with their u.enae 

' 

I 
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:aillt&rT to~o .. , with p~obleu 1D nur quart•~ ot the globe, 
' 

are working to&ether. Tbey .ust. And it is astonishing what 

happena, nen 1t you are aeparated tor as :auoh as three IIODthlli. 

The dittuenoe -- the dittuence -- the ditterencea arbe not 

on principle but OD e:aphasis and priority wbioh, 1t they are 

allowed to consider, do not hamper operations therefore. 

I nner tel t aore sure thaD -- about e.D,Jthing thaD 

I do about the tact that these coDterenoea are an 1Ddispenaable 

part ot the war -- ot the war -- the .ucceaetul conduct ot the 

war, and ot a shortening ot the struggle, and ot the saving at 

bloodshed to the troopa. The least we can do tor thEIIl is to 

:aake sure that ther go into action under the beat conditiona 

and the beat planning, that -our foresight and deliberations 

have played their part 1D all those plana. 

Well, on the wbole, thiDgs are vuy much better than 

they were when we met at Oaaablanca. 

They are even better than when we met in Washington 

last. 

Now, great operations have been aucceaatullr accaa­

plished. All Sicily is prostrate under our authority, and ap­

parently taking to it 1D a vary ki.Ddly manner. 

The -- the -- and ot course, needless to ear, the 

aoment one achiev .. ent has been made, everyone rightly expects 

scaething else to come torward onto the aoene; and I have no 

~oubt soaething else will cou, but I aa sure you would be 

the tirst to silence ar lips 1t rou thought I was going to 1D 

anr war give anr i.Ddication other than one that would be 



• • 

1914 -- 9 
.065 

llliel~ading to the enay. u 7ou aaT al.WilTe hear eo11.eth!Jls tnt 

1a ocaing about future opera tiona. still, I do look forward 

to great etepa being taken to beating down our antagonists one 

atter one atter another. 

And I should like to point out that the relations 

between the British and American armies are d1t1'erent to thoae 

between anr other large forces 1D the ages • 1D that they are 

working together a particular set of operations -- same eet 

ot operations. 

Now, another reason why we are here OnlT two, instead 

ot three or 1110re, is that ot course a very large part ot our 

discussions has naturally and necessarily been concerned with 

the -- with the war against Japan; and those are subjects of 

special interest to the powers who are belligerent against 

Japan. That you can see tor yourselves. 

We have had Kr. (T. V. ) Soong (I' ore i8n Kinister ot 

China) ~re, and we have made plana tor pressing forward with 

the study not only ot short-term action but, at course, 

long-tarm; and as we hope, final and decisive actions will 

have to be taken against that -- that greedy and ambitious -­

ambitious gOTernment aDd people. 

Generally speaking,, I oan give tou -- hue nery 

right to give you the groundwork on which you can teal strong 

and healthy contidence. We are well-armed. We are better 
' 

armed than bet ore -- better equipped .• " We • who began so weak 

and1 ao in aany waya ill-equipped, are now enJoying that 

auperiority in weapons -- in material ot all kinds • 

' 
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'l'he U-boat warfare has rolled OTer trOll the debit to 

the credit aide. The great outtlow ot shipping so magnif'icent-

17 and prodigiously produced by the United States and by 

Canada, tosether with the heavy sink:inga of' U-boata and the 

aate conduct of' convoys, has undoubtedly placed us in a position 

where we can say without aDY doubt that Britain and the United 
' , I 

States will be able to bring the whole of' their weight to bear 

the whole of' their weight. 

And that, combined with the superb exertions of' our 

Russian ally, tar away locked in the great land battles in the 

heart of' Europe, those two combined together should give us 

the very best means of' helping all the toiling millions -- the 

anxious, suttering millions of' the world, thrown out of' their 

houses, taken trom. their tields -- who through no f'ault or 

device of' their own have been condemned to toil all these tour 

years. 

Thank you very much tor listening to what I have had 

to say. But Mr. Mackenzie Xing reminds me, quite properly, 

that tour rears is trom the British point of' view, but the 

Chinese ,were in tor seven rears. 

Well, let • a do our utmost to bring these perioda ot 

tribulations to an end; and believe me, the work which we have 

. done here will, I am. sure, play a part -- contributory part. 

It 11!1 a aatiatactorr milestone on the road, and I have no doubt' 

ther,e will be other milestones in the -- in the -; in the 

tuture. 

But this, I am certain, has been a moat aucceaaf'Ul 
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1 oon.terenoe; and it ,-ou will -- while at the a&M tille not 

hesitating to •ingle corrections with approTal --will at the 

a~e tiaa giTe us the beat aid feN oan 1D making a auccese ot 

this, and in giTiDg -- spreading wide that teeling ot confidence 

which -- which I feel, and which I am sure you are justified 1D 

feeling, then I think you might haTe found this coDterenoe haa 

yielded all that you would haTe liked from a prees point of 

• 

... 1ew, and certainly :teel that you haTe played your part with 

others 1D the great groundwork which has ended and steadily 
-· progreesing. 

. 
PRDm MINISTER MACUllLIB Jal'«}: Thank you ... ery auch. 

I invite you, Mr. President, to speak to the ladies 

and gentlemen o:t the press • 

Tim PRESIDENT: I think perhaps that I . can ghe away 

a secret, by explaining that all during the early hours o:t 

this morning -- I was going to say last night -- the three o:t 

us were 1D an apologetic frame o:t mind to the press. We were 

honestly trying to gbe you all some spot news. And we talked 

:tor some two hours, trying to de"t'ise something along the line 
' of a slogan -- a phrase -- by which this con:terence might be 

known in the tuture, but we :tailed utterly. And that is why 

we come here in a spirit ot apology. 

' The Prime Minister has well explained why there are 

certain things that oannot be talked about or printed, and 

yet I think there is one thing 1D which the press oan help, 

as the press well lcnowe, to a Tery great degree. This war ie 

not being run by con:terences, it goes tar deeper than that. 
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We live in d .. ooraoies. The war ettort in the tield haa gone 

extremely well. That ia in -- in part due to the oopt'erenoea 

or our statts. .And yet, what the men carry, what the men eat, 

the ships they sail in, that all comes trom the unaniaity or 

our war effort, down to the average citizen• And I believe 

that it 1s due to the magnificent ettort in all our countries, 

but one which must be kept up very clearly aDd definitely to 

the high pitch that it has now arrived at. We caunot afford 

in any way to aasUIIUI that military and naval or air men can 

win t~e :war al'OD'e. They need the backing ot the people back 

home. And that is why this conterenoe, while ot very great 

value, must be iaplemented by the people in the factories, 

and the shipyards, and in the fields. 

We have had a success -- a series ot successes. When 

I think to wbat the Prime Minister said -- think back a little 

-- little over a year ago -- back ot Casablanca -- June 1942, 

when we were meeting in Washington, things looked' pretty dark 

to the days ot Tobruk, to the days ot a lack ot an otten&·ive 

on our part. We were still on the defensive, clearly, ln al-

most every part or the world. 

And we know that it takes time. We can't order tliinga 

done and have them happen overnight, or over the weekend. And 
I 

so, what was planned in June ot 1942 didn't go into ettect 

untU November 1942. And the things that were planned at Casa­

blanca ~ave only just gone into ettect, as we realize through 

the capture ot Sicily -- Tunis tirst, and then Sicily. 

I think you can assume that other -- other plana 

" 

' 
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are about to be deTeloped. But that point about the oonterenoe 

being a a detail, it rou· like, an essential part ot winning 

the war in the shortest possible time ought to be linked with 

the part that the people ot the United Nations must 

contribute ---

PRIME KINl:STER CHURCHILL: (inter Jeoting) Hear --

hear. 

THE PRRSIDENT: (continuing) --- to the earliest and 

most satisfactory victory. 

I think also that there are one or two things that 

might be assumed. I know the value of contrOTersy making the 

tront page -- (laugater) -- and I think it's an actual tact 

that we have gone through this series of oonterences without 

controVersy. We have a meeting of the minds, and I believe that 

that is going to last, not only through the war but tor many, 

many long years atter the war is OYer and peace comes. 

In the S8.DI8 way, I think: we ought to realize that this 

1a a war throughout the world, that we are looking at it as a 

world war. Yes, we discussed the Atlantic situation, and the 

operations in the Mediterranean; but we have discussed equally 

the operations and the problams in the Southwest Pacific, of 

China, and even ot that very important tact that happened dur­

ing this oonterenoe, the throwing out, or shall I say the selt­

reaoval ot the Jape from the only part ot this hemisphere that 
0 

they had a toot in. Therefore, there is no ditterenoe, East 
0 

and West, and below the Equator or above the Equator. It's 

all one broad and general operation. That was one ot our 



070 
#914 -- 14 

problema laet night and into the ee.rl.7 hours ot thb aomiq. 

We oouldD' t eay anything that would create a controTerey , be-

cauae there was DOM. 

I can tell you also that not once but a dozen times, 

Mr. Churchill and I haTe said this spot is the .best yet. 

PRIME KINISTER OHURCHILt.: (interjecting) Yes. 

THB PRESIDENT: (continuing} We have c0111e here to 

~uebec, and we have appreciated the wonderful hospitality ot 

Mr. K1ng 

PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL: (interjecting) Hear --
' ·-

hear. 

MR. ANTHONY EDEN: (interjecting) Hear -- hear . 

THE Hi.ESIDENT: (continuing) --- and ot the Canadian 

people, because he speaks tor them. 

I don't think we cpuld find a more delightful spot 

than here, with ita great historic background. I, like Mr. 

Churchill, wish we had had more time to get about and see things, 

and do things. I will say that I shall never forget the very 

excellent eating qualit1es ot ~uebec trout. (laughter) That 

is something that I shall long remember. All in all, it has 

been a tremendous success. 

We wanted last night to give out some kind ot state­

ment that would be -- what ehall I call it? -- a bit exciting. 

Well, a statement has been prepared. I don't believe -- I 
_, 

don't bel~eve there's a "cough in a carload" 1n it. (laughter) 
. 

I thought I might read it to you. It's tor release at three 

o'clock this afternoon, but in order to saTe you the 
' 
,. 
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trouble of reading it 10urselTes, I thought -- (·lalJ8b,ter) -­

perhaps it might be easier if I did it. It ian't long . Three 

' o'clock is the time ot issuance or this statement. 

(reading): "The Anglo-American War Conference, which 

opened at Quebec on August ll, under the hospitable auspices 

or the Canadian government, has now concluded its work. 

"The whole field or world operations bas been surTeyed 

and in the light or the many gratifying nents which baTe taken 

place since the meeting ot the President and the Prime Minister 

in Washington at the end ot May, and the necessary decisions 

haTe been taken to proTide tor the forward action of the Fleets, 

Armies and Air Forces ot the two nations. Considering that 

these forces are intermingled in continuous action against the 

enemy in several quarters of the globe, it is indispensable 

that entire unity of aim and method should be maintained at the 

summit or the war direction." 

And may I eat as a sidelight on tbat, we -- we were 

compelled, Mr. Churchill and I, to speak of the "Fleets, Armies 

and Air Forces of the two nations." The reason tor that is 

that this is a statt conference between the British and American 

statts; but I want to point out that it is only because or that 

restriction that we did not speak of the splendid for ces of the 

Domin.ion of Canada. They are at the front, as we all know, 

working with the British and -- and the Americana; and I don't 

want anybody to think, anywhere in the world, that we have 

forgotten them -- what the Canadians baTe been doing in this 

war. 

-

• 



' ' 

• 

--

• 

• 

• 

/1914. -- 16 

Now to go back to the statement • 

(continuing reading): "Further conferences will be 

needed, probably at shorter intervals than betore, a~ the war 

ettort ot the United States and the..-British Commonwealth and 

Empire against the enemy spreads and deepens. It will not be 

helptul to the t ighting troops to make any announcement ot 

the decisions that have been reached. These can emerge only 

in action. 

"It may, however, be stated that the military dis­

cussions ot the Chiets ot Statt turned very largely upon the 

war against Japan, and the bringing ot ettective aid to China. 

:Mr. T. v. Soong, representi.ng the Generalissimo Chiang Kai­

shek Was a party to the discussions. In this tield, as in the 

European, the President and the Prime Minister were able to 

receive and approve the unanimous recommendations ot the Com­

bined Chiets ot Statt. Agreement was also reached upon the 

political issues underlying or arising out ot the military 

operations. 

"It was resolved to hold another conference betore 

the end of the year between the British and American author­

ities, in addition to any tripartite ~eeting which it may be 

possible to arrange with Soviet Russia. Full reports ot the 

decisions, as tar as they attect the war against Germany and 

Italy, will be furnished to the Soviet government. 

"Consideration has been given to the question ot 

~ela~ioRs with the French Committee ot Liberation, and it is 

understood that an announcement by a number ot governments 
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1 will be made in the latter part ot the week." 

• 

Well, I th1nk -- I think that's about all t.hat I can 

eay. 

And I merely want once more to thank Kr. King and the 

people ot the Dominion tor all that they have done to make this 

a very busy, but a very happy ten d~s since we came here. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, sir. 

PRIYE MINISTER l4ACXENZIE XlNG: ~entlemen, just one 

word betore you part. 

I would like to say in your presenoe to the President 

and to the Prime Minister ot Great Britain, how greatly honored 

' 
the people ot Canada havetelt that they should have agreed to 

hold the meeting which they have just been holding in Canada, 

and particularly in this historic old city ot Quebec . 

My colleagues and I were very proud indeed when we 

received ward trom Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill that they 

were agreed upon meeting in this city, in our country. I wish 

t o thank them most w~ tor having come here and spent the 

time that they have spent with us. We all wish that it might 

be longer. We all wish that there might have been a greater 

opportunity tor our people to have the privilege ot seeing 

them more, as they did yesterday in the city tor the Prime 

Minister, and also tor the President. But we have realized 

that this is a very -- very serious con1'erence, and that the 

----matters being discussed here are the most important ot any 

that can be discussed in the world at this time, that every 

moment and hour has been precious. 

- ..... ~ .. . 

' 
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It has been 111.1 privilege to -- to kDow something ot 

what has been done behind the scenes, and I would just like to 

assure all ot you ladies and gentlemen ot the press that there 

hasn't been a moment in which the thought a and the minds ot 

these gentlemen and their military ·advisers have not been 

directed to the supreme purpose tor which they have met and 

gathered together here. 

I am delighted, Mr. President and Kr. Churchill, 

that you have-both tound it possible to not only see each other 

but to see just a bit or the immediate environs of the city, 

and to carry away -- we too, as I know you will many happy 

memories or the few days that we have had the privilege ot hav­

ing you in our midst • 

May I say to you ladies and gentlemen of the press , 

on behalf or the government, how deeply we appreciate -- the 

government ot Canada -- how deeply we appreciate the very help­

ful cooperation that you have given to all of us during the 

'· ' 
period or the conference . And I want t9 thank you on behalf 

of what you have sent out to the world as the picture and 

background in which the conference is being held, in which you 

hav e given the atmosphere in which these deliberations have 

taken place, and for what you have been able to give of all 

the proceedings~ 

·You· have helped to put our country onto the map of 

the world, at this time of greatest importance in the history 

of the world. I thank you tor having done it, and for the 

manner in which you have don~ it . 
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THK FRESS: Thank you, sir • 
• 

PRnm MINISTER KACKENZIE KING: (to the President) 

It turned out all right. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

(copy tor Prime Minister Churchill ) 

(copy tor Prime Minister Maoken~ie 

King) 

(Notebook PC•XV -- Page 47 -- JR) 
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CONFI DENTIAL 
Press and Radi o Conference #915 
Executive Office of the President 
August )1 , 194) -- 4.15 P. M. , E. W.T. 

THE PRESI DENT: (to Earl Godwin , passing May Craig 

' on hi s way t o hi s seat) Well, look at that! 

MR . GODWIN: How are you, sir? 
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THE PRES~DENT: May is saying behind your back, " By 

what right did that big fellow sit i n front of me?" 

(laughter) ... 
MR . GODWIN : I asked her :to sit on my l ap . 

MAY CRAIG : She said No . {more laughter) 

MR. DONALDSON: Al.l in . 

Am . OOUGLAS CORNELL ~ (of the 'Nhi te House Cox·re spond-

ants ' Association) Mr. President , ---

THE PRESIDENT : ( interposing) What? 

~m . ;x>UGLAS CORNEll.: (cont i nuing) bef ore the 

pr ess conference starts, we would like t o have a bit of an off 

t he record execut ive session and t r ansact a little business 

that was left over from the ~uebeo conference . 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Good • 
. 

MR . DOUGLAS CORNELL: (continuing) As the senior 

officer of t he White House Correspondents ' J\'ssoc i ation who was 

at the ~uebec conference, Merriman Smith has a Resolution to 

r ead. (laughter) 

MR . MERRIMAN SMITH : (hol ding up a very long sheet ,. 
of paper ) Don't be frightened by this, Mr . Pr es ident. (much 

laughter) 

· - w _._. 
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TliE PRESIJENT: I was a litt le worriad • 

Mil . ~~"RRIM/,11 SMI'l'll : It runs right down. 

Tlffi ?RESIJ)ENT: I hope t h is 1a apologetic . 

MR . 1~ERRIMAN SMITH : (rEI Ild1ng) (as copied from the 

or i ginal) "White House Correspondents ' Association , August 

31 , 194.). 

"KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS : 

" That 

" WHEREAS : It is Wh'U. KNOWN t hat the recent QJJEBEC 

CONFEHENCE NEARLY was ushered into HI S'roRY with a rin ging 

SALVO ot SILENCE; and 

" 1\'HEREAS : It is WELL KNOWN that Monsieur F. ROOSE­

VELT and Monsieur S . EARLY by EXTTlAOP.viN.ARY ENDEAVORS AVERTED 
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• that CATASTROPHE wh f oh would have been conduc i ve to subsequent 

LEAKAGE and MOR30VER have made JUSTIFICATION ot QUEBEC EXPENSE 

ACCOUNTS extremely DIFFICULT; -- ( l aughter ) -- now therefore 

be it 

• 

"RESOLVED : That the UND~SIGNE D, su.rv ivors of the 

BATTLE OF QUEBEC a nd members ot the i'niTTE HOUSE COR~EBPONDENTS' 

ASSOCIATION, do hereby express their J\PJ RECIATION of the CON­

SPICUOUS SERVICES ot the aforesai d M. ROOSEVELT and M. EARLY; 

and do hereby CITE them for GALLANTRY TN ACTION ABOVE ond 

BEYOND t he CALL of DUTY ; 

t ui-ther 

(more laughter) -- and be i t 

"i(5SOLVED: That thes e . RESOLUTIOIIS ' be SPREAD upon the 

r ecor d or a 'IlliTE HOUSE PRESS CONFERENCE and the CONTENTS J 

t hereof be COID~UNIC/TEi.> t o ALL ?.1\R!l'IE., i n I TEREST. 

! 
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•.) ignod and sealed by a large number ot veterans ot 

(mucll lau{;htar ) 

(those who uianed) : 

Douglas B. Cornell , Associa ted Press 
Merriman Smith , United Press 
Chas. 0 . Gridley , Chicago SUn 
Arthur F. Hermann , I . :N . s . 
Edward T. Folliard, \Vashington Post 
Kirks L. Simpson, A. P. 
Merlin F. Stonehous e, Transradlo 
John A. Reichmann, Uriited Press 
John H. Crider , New York Times 
).)avid Lu , Central News Agency of China 
Flore Lewis, A. P. of Great Britain 
Felix Belair, Jr., Time Inc . 
Raymond P. Drandt , St . Louis Post-Dispatch 
J . F. Sanderson , Canadian Press 
Bert Andrews , New York Herald Tribune 
Paul R. Leach , Chicago ~ally News 
Robert T. Elson , Southern Newspaper s (Canada) 
John M. Hi ghtower , Associated Press 
W. C. Murphy , Jr. , Philadelphi a Inquirer 
Bill Henry , Columbia Broadcasting System 
Roscoe DrUUIIIloud , The Chri stian Science Monitor 
Chas . Van Devender , New York Post 
W. B. Hagsdale , United States News 
Richard L. Harkness , National Br oadcasting Company 
l)ev1ey L . Fleming, Baltimore Sun 
Baukhage , Bluenetwork 
Denys Smith , Daily Telegraph (London) 

THE PRlWI DENT: Well , I am v~ry gluJ to have that. 

Nothing i s said , tholl6h , t.bout a certain epi~ode . Who was i t 

the.t woke not only the m-.i te House correspondent s but all the 

other oorreapondents, several hwtdred of them , by ringing a 

dinner bell i n tile JH i ddle ot th9 night? (laughter) 

'Nell , if you all only knew .to wha t lengths I had to 

GO to prevent the bell- ringer f rom being arrested under the 

old .French l~:~w , you would be even more appreciative . St eve 

and I wor ke d on it for fo r two whole .day a . (laughter) 

Tllo Muyor or QntJbeo - - he got waked up too , and no jury 

. --. ~ 
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It would have exonerated tham; eo I had to uee all the diplomatic 

methode possible. I had the State Department at work on it. 

(laughter) And finally everything was resolved all right, and 

we got tnem ~cross the border. I had to get the Treasury 

• 

• 

-
Department to state they wouldn't be searched when they went 

aoroes t he border. 

MR. MERRIMAN SMITH: P'or the bell? (much laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , I am very grateful tor that. 

It worked out very happily, 

(to Mr. Early): And what was-- what was that story? 

Was it you, or was it Brendan Bracken who appeared on the bench 

ot a courtroom? 

MR . EARLY: I didn't. (laughter) 

Q, (aside) It was Bracken. 

THE PRESIDENT : Well, everybody had a good time, and 

it was whet they cell an enjoyable t!m.e. I think: it's all 

-
right . ~ 

I have only one or two t hings. I have got one tor 

Mrs. Craig. Quoddy (Passamaquoddy ) , which was the N.Y.A. fac­

i l ity up there, yesterday was turned over to the Seabees -­

shops, housing facilities, equipment and all . My understanding 

is t hey plan to use the existing training unit found tham 

to be an up-and- coming outfit, so I feel sure they will make 

excellent use ot it. 

There 's the correspondence, so that you oan write to 

the Eastport Sentinel about it , M.ay. Let me have it baok • 

(laughter) 

. . ..- ..... . -
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There are two things; then ---

MR. EARLY: (aside) Exclusive story . 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- Steve has got this 
• 

tor you when you gp out, designating General ( Dwight D. ) 

Eisenhower a permanent Major General in the Army. At the pre­

sent time he holds the temporary rank or General , and t he per­

manent rank ot Colonel . This promotion is in recognition or 

General Eisenhower ' s outstanding services as Commander in Chief 

ot the Allied Forces in North Africa. And also, at the same 

time I am giving him the Distinguished Service Medal; end the 

Citation tor the Medal is written out , so you can use it it 

you want. 

The other thing ie that General (George C.) Marshall's 

.. tour-year term as Chief or Starr today -- it's the last day. 

• 

He ot course will continue in office beyond the usual and cus­

~omary four-year term. I believe that tie is the first Chief cr 

s tarr -- No - - with the exception-- that's right. 

MR . EARLY: (interjecting) That 's right . 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- he is the first Chief 

ot Starr, with t he exception of General (Douglas) MacArthur , 

ever to be continued in office tor longer than the usual tour 

years; end he is the only Chief or Start , as tar as I know, in 
.--

time or war, to serve beyond the tour- year period. Outstanding 

service is the reason for continuing him in the office as Chief 

ot Statt, 

Well , I think that' s all I have got • 

Q. Mr. President , could you tell us whether you 

·r • 
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.. have accepted the resignation or Under Secretary or State 

(Sumner Welles) ---

• 

• 

THE PRESIDENT : (inter posing) I haven' t got any news 

on that. And when there is news, you will probably be 

informed. 

~. Then there will be news on it? 
_r- , -

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. Then there will be some news on it? 

THE PRESIDENT : I sal d 

said, --- (laughter) ---

it and when , I should have 

Q. (interjecting) I'm glad to heer you use that 

word, air . 

Q. (interposing ) Mr . President, ---

TIIE PRESIDENT : (continuing) --- but the when will be 

decided by me and not by anybody el s e. 

~. Mr. President, could you confirm or comment in 

any way upon the report s that Premier (Josef ) Stalin has sug­

gested a tri-power conference with you and t he Prime Minister 

(Winston Churchi ll)? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I think the only thing I could 

say on that - - I might as well be on the record too. I don't 

ort·en leave things like this on the record , only I was just as 

much disturbed as the Secretary of Stat e was by a comment by 

a columnist (Drew Pearson) , which was very detrimental not 

only t o the foreign relations of the United States but to the 

unity ot the United Nations, and therefore the winning of t he 

war . It was an act o~ bad faith towards this man's country . 

·-- . 
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The Oe cr e t nry or State was rathar polite . lie 

ref err e d to · this parti culal' column as contai ning a l arge number 

Of f a lsehoods , ! rlon ' t he F1it11tA t O SOY that t.ha Whole s t a to ­

Jilent from beginni ng to ond was a lie; but t here ' a nothi ng new 

in it, becaus e the man is a chr oni c l i ar in hi e col umns . Now 

that might just ns well be said once and f or all . 

And he i s not t he - - t he only one , you all know 

that . That ki nd or journalism -- t he ldnd ot journalism -­

that hurts the pr ess , beside s hurting tho country ; and the 

quicker the press r ealize s that, and what it runs , t he more 

i nfluenc e the pr es s will have. 

laughter ) 

Churchill 

I thi nk that ' s enough to say about that, (much 

MR . GODWIN: ( i n terposing) Mr. Prea i dent , 

TilE PRESIDENT : (adding) It ' s good , 

MR . OOD'.'llll: ( continuing)--- you know that Mr . 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) '1/hat? 

I.ffi . GO:J."1N: (continuing) --- has made some statement 

on the subject of t he tripartite meeting with St a lin this 

at'ternoon 

THE PR~SIDENT : (interpos i ng) Oh , I hea rd it on 

the r adio , Yes . 

~8 . GOD',VIN : I t werrt forward - --

THE mESI!)ENT: (interposing ) Oh sure. We can all 

say the same thing • 

Q. , ~lr . President, has t here been -- hav e you had 
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• any information that i"rell.lier ..Jtalin v:ill uttend t he tri 

tri {l a ughter) - - tripar tite ---

T!G PR30IDEN'r : ( l ntol'pos i ng ) Well . 1t s earus t o ba 

coming along pre tty well. That's all I can say at the present 

time . 

Q. S ir , the Prime Xini s t cr spoke or a possible 

meeting between the ~oreign Minis ter s ot the t hree countri es . 

I wonder it you co uld tell us where tha t mi~t be held? 

T"rU PRESIDEN'r : o • Lord - - Lord -- don 't -- don ' t be 

so didacti c . We hope -- just -- just exact ly in the words aa 

Mr . Churchill used them -- they o. r e a ll r i ght . 

Now , who is go ing to a -- a t hing like that, and -­

and where will i t be held? Number one -- I <.l o1t ' t know where, 

8 and if I did I wouldn ' t tell you. .\nd ·.vhen? I aon ' t know when . 

If I did know I wouldn ' r. tell you . laugh t 9r) 

So t hut ' o perfe c tly clear . 

Q. l&r . Pr esident , i s there anything you can tell us 

about your /.my r.nd Navy , State Depnr tment , 0 . W. I. conference 

today? 

T.IE ffiESIDElr!.': Oh , it wus about t;tmerul intor untion 

for the press . {laughter) 

Q. ",\llon c.r o we going to sturt g e t t i ng it? 

TirE !'RESIDENT: Really really , it ' s a very good 

thing for t ila proan;. Tho object of it •i S S t o try ·t o loosen up 

tl bit. 

:i. Good . • .~. ~ . .r . Pru~idvnt , htl\" e you a nyt.ni ncS to say about 
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8 let ter - - u r uport th!l t Gonoral (Cbnrles) Do Oaulle !ltlnt 8 

pol1t 1on l letter t o one of your (political OJil'onents ) 

T!lli PHESIJ>!.ll r : ( i:Jterpos ins) Only Tlhat I rood in 

t he pupal' l uot uiebt and t hi !l !:lorning . I know noth i n6 else 

whutooover , and I haven't· even inquired . 

VOICES : Thunk you , 1!ir . President • 

(Notebook PO- :>..'V -- Page 75 JR) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Preas and Radio Conterenoe 6916 
Executive ottioe ot the President 
September 7, 1943 -- 4.06 P.M., E.W.T. 

VOICES: How do you do, sir1 

THE PRESIDENT: What's the news today. all quiet? 

~. Pretty quiet. 

~. We're counting on you, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

~. We're counting on you today. 

THE PRESIDENT:' I've got very little. 

~. It looks rather formidable. 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

~. It looks rather formidable. 
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THE PRESIDENT: It isn't formidable, though . It 's a 

mistake! (laughter ) 

MR . DONALDSON : A.ll 1n. 

THE PRESIDENT: I -have very lit tle . Steve (Early) 

will give you, atter the meet~g. the letter ot Aubrey Williams 

resigning as head ot the N.Y. A. (National Youth Administration ) , 

and my reply , as he wants to resign on the tenth of September , 

and the terminal period for liquidating N.Y.A. is the first ot 

January next. 

He - - I make it very clear that I am awfully sorry 

that the Government is l os ing his services, but that I tully 
\ 

expect to call on him tor some other services, because he did 
J 

a very remarkable job. He will be out tor ~ little while. 

He -- the main point of it is that he was 
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training -- N.Y.A. waa training 30 thousand workera a month 

-- young people thoroughly trained in some skill tor essen­

tial places in the production program -- 30 thousand a month. 

So I think you can aaaume that his services I consider ao 

valuable that he will be back in the GoTernment some day, 

aca.ewhere. 

The other thing ia a mistake, tor which I apologize. 

I will tell you the whole story. 

When I was up in ~uebec, it came the time tor the 

Lend-Lease report. (to Mr. Early): Whet is it, every month 

or eo, 

MR. EARLY: (interjecting) Yea, sir. 

086 

THE PRESIDENT: (cont inuing) --- something like that, 

· I to Congress? And there were several suggested drafts tor my 

"Forward" that I always send, and on one or the drafts some­

body said I had approved it. As a matter or tact, I hadn't 

\ 

' seen any or the dretts, and the verbal statement that I had 

approved it -- which I hadn't -- went into t ype, and in type 

as "Franklin D. RooeeTelt," not a signature. 

~. (interjecting) Oh. 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And aa such it waa 

sent to the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the House, 

and released. 

Now there~ were -- there were two sentences, when 

I did see it- after I got beck from Quebec-- but a little late. · 

I didn't like the two sentences, because -- not that they 

It haven't got a very large element or -t ruth, but it's a : 
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It condensation ot the truth, and it might be very widely mil­

construed. So all I have done is to take the two sentences 

out. 

They read: "The Congress, in passing and extending 

the Lend-Leaae Act, mad~ it plain that the United States wants 

no new war debts to jeopardize the coming peace. Victory and 

a secure peace are the only coin in which we can be repaid." 

Well, that is only about a quarter ot the truth. 

For instance, "new war debts to jeopardize the coming peace." 

What is a debt? Is it money, or is it goods, or is it some 

other benetit? And the way it 's put hare, it doesn't do 

justice to the whole situation. It is pertectly true that in 

the in the narrow technical sense we want no new war debts, 

but at the same time the element of the Lend-Lease Act does 

mean that other nations operating with us in ita administra­

tion will repay us as tar as they possibly can . Now that 

doesn't mean necessarily dollars , because there are all kinds 

ot other repayments which can be made . Therefore, the sentence 

is not -- is· not clear. 

The same way, "Victory and a secure peace are the 
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only co in in which we can be repaid." Well, a great many people 

in this country think or a coin as something that you will 

jangle in your -- in your pocket, ~and or course in the large 

sense there are all kinds of coins . I wouldn't have put it 

th~t way it I had had a chance to see it before it was 

printed. 

Now, that ' s -- that's literall y all that happened . 
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1 That's the Whole story. They thought I had approved it -- I 

never saw it -- so it was printed. And now the -- the real 

• 

copy is going up next Monday to Congress . 

I think that's all I have got. 

Q. Mr. President, on Saturday afternoon we received 

some rather authoritative guidance (from Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill) -- (laughter) -- about the war in general, ~d 

some details about your conferences with the Prime Minister. 

I wonder, in that same general direction, could you tell us 

whether there has been any progress toward a meeting with 

Premier (Josef) Stalin since Quebec? 

THE PRESIDENT: wasn't that at the luncheon on Sat-

Q. The luncheon, Yes sir. 

THE PRESIDEN!': Wasn't it wholly oft the record? 

VOICES: No sir -- No sir. 

Q. Not for attribution. 

Q. Background. 

THE PRESIDENT: Background. (laughter) Well, what 

was your question? Are there any -more details on the meeting 

Q. (interposing) Has there been eny progress 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes, yes. 

Q. (continuing) - -- ~oward such a meeting? 

T.f:IE PRESIDENT: I can't tell you exactly. I couldn't 

tell you the details of it, but there has been progr.ess, that 

is, since Saturday ; and we hope tor more within 24 hours, 
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• or 48 hours . 

~. Is that -- does that apply, sir, to the meeting 

with Stalin rather than the ---

THE PRESIDENT: (in~erposing) Now you are getting 

into details. (laughter) 

' ~. Mr. President, could you say anything about Mr. 

Churchill's allusion in his speech at Boston to possible con­

tinuance of the Combi~ed Chiefs of Staff after the war? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me -- let me talk on that, 

not for attribution -- the S8Jil8 way. 

People are awfully -- I think aWfully -- what will I 

say? -- immature when they talk about "after the war," the 

idea, because of certain precedents, that when the last shot 

It is -- is tired in one area, let us say, there will be an immed­

iate peace conference, or it all the areas stop shooting that 

there will be immediately a peace conferenc e - - there will be 

a great treaty signed between all the nations of the world . 

Mind you, this is just tor guidance, but not attribution. 

I think that it is a pretty fair guess to say that 

there will be a period a tr~nsition period. You have to 

remember certain things, and you have to remember that most ot 

the world is pretty well shell-shocked now . Many of you are 

somewhat shell- shocked. (laughter) Occasionally, I think 

that I am a bit shell-shocked. (more laughter) And I think 

that for the good of humanity perhaps it might be a good 

thing to -- before we start writing the fair copy of what is 

going to· happen later on, that we should catch ou~ breaths, 

- = 
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1 our handwriting will be better, and what we say will be better 

if we read it over a good many times, and perhaps tor a good 

many months. 

• 

• 

And so I rather look forward to a period of trans­

ition between the firing of the last shot and the signing or 

a formal agreement or treaty. Obviously, there are certain 

things that will happen during that transition period. One 

of them is the -- the maintenance of peace . Well, who by? 

The victors . The victors will maintain the peace during that 

transition period,, and they will try out things . They will 

keep their Combined Staffs working, meeting, watching, ready 

to maintain peace by force if necessary. And the Prime Minister 

was absolutely right • 

Now, that may develop into such a good working plan 

from a military point of view that the United Nations may say, 

"Well, that's-- that's pretty good" -- the United States and 

Britain, or course, and other nations which contribute in a 

military way to the maintenance of peace. And that, I think, 

is the way the Prime Minister put it yesterday when he was 

getting his Degree. 

Q. Sir, during that transition period, do you think 

there will have to be prolonged .occupation of some of the 

Occupied territories. or enemy territ'ories? 
. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have just about the same idea as 

you have . I don't know, and neither do you. 
' 

Every oase -
differs from every other • 

Q. (interposing) Mr . President, ---

- - . ... 

' ' 
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THE PRESIDENT.: (continuing) You can't tell, and I 

I 

think-- I don't see that it's worth while gueasing . 
/ 

~. (continuing) --- at the luncheon Saturday, the 

Prime Minister spoke or a Mediterranean Commis sion, and said 

that Russia had b.een given representation on it. While that 

was -- it was printed or attributed to him, I wonder it you 

could elaborate a little on that? He made no more r~terence 

to it. 

THE PRESIDENT: Did he call it the Mediterranean 

Commission? 

~. Yes . 

~. (Those were) the words he used. 

THE PRESIDENT: Probably -- probably I had better not 

enlarge on it. It's all right. What he said is perfectly 

true. At this time I guess I had better not enlarge on it. 

~. Could you give us any ideaat all or its purposes, 

air? 

THE PRESIDENT: Getting the Mediterranean out or the 

war. 

~. Mr. President, t here b.av e been obvious reelers 

trom the Rome radio lately -- peace terms. Assuming that the 

United Nations hang on to the unconditional surrender state­

ment, wh.at can Italy expect in territories or . re-acquiai tion 

or territories that they have bad? 
J 

T~ PRESIDENT: Well, you see, the trouble is that 

you started with t he word "assuming," which is the Latin way 

ot saying "if." (laughter) 
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Q. I didn't say "it." 

'!'HE PRESIDBNT: I caught you on that, Well, as a 

matter or tact, or course, I couldn't talk about it anyway, 

that's about the r eal answer.· 

Q. Mr. President, the other day you said something 

about "if and when" there is any news - - -

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I should have used 

the old Stock Exchange expression, "when, as and if . " 

(laughter) 

Q. (continuing) You were speaking with reference 

to sumner Welles . Is there any news on his status today? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not - - No, no . 

Q.. Mr. President, does the appointment or Mr. 

(Nelson) Rockefeller to the Joint Mexican-United States Indus­

trial Commission indicate that similar steps might be taken in 

cooperation with other Latin American republics? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would hate to say Yes or No, As a 

matter of fact, I am not answer ing it, because there may be 

something in the tire in relatio? to other nations. I don't 

see why it shouldn ' t be extended, but I don't know whether 

whether there are any negotiations being talked about yet. 

It's it's a . good idea. 

Q.. Mr. President , there were published reports 

yesterday that General (George C. ) Marshall has been given a 

new post . Would you care to comment on that? 
I 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got the foggiest idea. 

(laughter) 

092 
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It ~. Mr. President, have you been advised ot the 

• 

• 

action taken today by the Republicans out in Mackinac Island 

(in Michigan)? 
' 

TBE PRESIDENT : No. What happened today? I saw a 

hotel in Houston burnt down. (much laughter) 

~. Are those two related? 

THE PRESIDBNT: Maybe -- I don't know. 

~. Why -- (more laughter) - - that's sort ot incrim-

inating. 

They (the Republican Post War Advisory Council) 

adopted what they call a compromise proposal favoring qualified 

American participation in a cooperative organization among 

sovereign nations to keep peace attar the war • 

Would you care to hear some more of it? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes, yes -- love to. 

~. They said that this foreign policy declaration 

is restricted, that where American participation in any peace 

organization might clash with the vital interests ot the 

nation, this country should adhere to its constitutionalism. 

(more laughter) 

Those seem to be the tmmediate highlights ot it that 

came out. Would you oare to say anything about that? 

THE PRl!'.SIDENT: Do you -- do you think I could say 

more abou.t it it I studied it tor a week than I could say 

now? (continued laughter) 

~. I shouldn't care to answer that, sir. (loud 

laughter) ... 

' 
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THB FRESIDENT: Well, I always haTe ay Thesaurus 

handy on my desk. I haTe no objeotiona to things like that . 

(again more laughter) 

( 

Q. What do you mean by "things , " sir? 

THE PRBSI DENT : What? 

Q. Anything like what? - __, 

. 
Q. Like Dewey's speech? (more laughter) 

Q. {aside) Let's quit now. 

Q. Thank you, :Mr. President. 
/ 

Q • Thank you, :Mr. President . 

(Notebook PC-XV -- Page 86 - - JR) 
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CONJ.I' IDENTIAL 
Press and Radio Conference #917 
Executive Office of the President 
September 14, 1943 -- 4.17 P.M., E.·W. T. 

MR. DONALDSON : All in. 

\ 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got anything or very much 

importance. 

The head of the War Shipping Administration, Admiral 
.. 

(Emory s.) Land, has si'gned an agreement with Dr. (T. V.) 

Soong (Foreign Minister or China), assigning two Liberty ships 

to the Chinese government for operation during the war. 

That will put the Chinese flag on the sea. 

The vessels are the CHUNG SHAN and the CHUNG CHENG, 

named for Dr. Sun Yat Sen and the Generalissimo (Chiang Kai­

shek) .' They will fly the Chinese flag, and carry Chinese un-

licensed crews. Beo,ause the Chinese have no officers at the 

present time, the officers will be Americans but will be re­

placed with Chinese officers when the latter become available . 

The two ships will be delivered at t he end. of this month; and 

the American President Lines will act as agents to handle the 
\ 

vessels. 

They will be used, in great part, for helping to get 

supplies to China, that is to say, to the nearest point to 

China that goods can be flown over the mountains. 

Then I am sending a Message to Congress on Friday , 

chiefly about the war. 

And Sam Rosenman is coming down here, resigning from 

the Supreme Court or New York, to act as special counsel to 

-
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the President • 

I am getting a great deal of quasi-legal stuff at 

the present time . For instance, one of the new duties 

assigned to me was that I have been made the final court ot 

appeal on draft deferments or Federal employees and other 

draftees. They come to me. And I am getting a lot of court­

martial oases, which I want to have reviewed just like the 
' . 

the normal cases criminal cases that came to me as Gov-

ernor when I was in Albany, which Sam Rosenman handled. 

I don't think there's anything else. 

~. Has Judge Rosenman ' s salary been fixed, Mr. 

President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I suppose it will be 

• ten or twelve (thousand dollars) , whatever it is. 

~. Are you going to make ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) By the way, he is re-

signing a salary ot, {!think, 25 thou~and --­

~. (interjecting) 25 thousand. 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- 25 thousand, Yes . 

~. Mr. President, is it possible that he is resign-

ing tor more important reasons than merely to handle draft 

matters? 

THE PRESIDENT; No, no. This has nothing to do with 

politics a~ all . 

~. Mr. President , is there anything you can tell us 

about the announcement from Canada that she i s going to dis­

band two and a half divis ions? 

096 
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THE PRESIDENT: No , I don ' t think it's anything that 

should be treated except as strict truth. I suppose it relates 

to certain, what might be called almost "home guard" I 

don ' t know what they call them-- but they are divisions or 

regiments that have been put into service , created because of 

the feeling that as long as the Japanese occupied any islands 

in the Aleutians, that we had to guard against them -- not 

that we thought that they would strike, ~ut we had to be ready 

in case they did. 

Incidentally, I think it would. be rather interesting 

for you to check up and see the percentage of the Canadian pop~ · 

u~ation which is in-- in service, or in factories, the amount 

- - what is it? -- of output for the war on a per capita basis, 

compared with ours. It would be rather interesting. You see , 

they have -- what is it? - - about ten million people in Canada , 

ten or eleven? 

Q. Eleven . 

Q. Eleven. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , we have a hundred and thirty 

millions plus . 

Q. Can you give us those percentages, Mr. President? 

THE FRESID~: I can't , out of my head. 

Q. Well, Mr. President, was this entire outfit to be 

used solely in Canada, as you understood it? 

THE PRESIDENT : I think so • 

Q. Mr . President, did you discuss t he draft of 

fathers with your Congressional leaders? 

. - , .• • ·.:........~- · l • • 

• 
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THE PRESIDENT: Oh , I think you are a little premature 

on that . Yes, I did. (laughter) I think they are going to ask 

General (George C.) Marshall and Admiral (Ernest J . ) King to 

go before them -- talk about the necessities of the case . 

~. Have you any views of your own that you could 

give us on that question? 

THE PRESIDENT: <r-, thillk there's only one thing that 

you might make clear, that this is -- that the Manpower Commis­

sion -- draft board -- if a married man with a child is in an 

essential industry in this war, he would not be drafted, but 

there are a good many fathers laying around who are -- a good 

way of putting it -- who are neither in the Army - - (laughter) 

-- nor performing any essential service, (more laughter) We 
' all know that type of father . (still more laughter) 

~. Grammar, ~~. President? (it sounded like 

"Grand- ma") 

THE PRESIDENT: 1Nha t? 

Q, The grammar. (still sounding like "Grand- ma") 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

~. (aside) Grand~ma? 

~. The grammar? 

THE PRESIDENT: The grammar? 

~. "Laying" around . 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh! - - Oh ! That ' s all right. I pre ­

fer the ungrammatical way of doing it. (much laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, would you call them "chronic 

layers"? 

·L 
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THE PRESIDENT : What? 
.. 

~. Are they "chronic layer s"? (more laughter) 

~. Do you think men that tit into that category, 

sir , could well go into the Ar.my? 

THE PRESIDENT: I know a great many right her e in 

Washington . (laughter) 

MR . GODWIN: Well, Mr . President, General Marshall 

on another occasion, not discussing fathers , but discussing the 

draft ot young -- young men , sort of "put the bee" on the 

older men , incl uding fat her s , as not being good soldiers . That 

i s not exactly what he said, but he covered considerable area . 

THE PRESIDENT: Those are the people over )8 ---

MR. GODWIN: Hnter jecting) Yes, I think that ' s it • 

THE PRESIDENT: (continui ng) --- over )8 -- the early 

6nes; and they didn't have the - - they didn ' t have the -- the 

strength -- stamina - - for tough operations, that was true • 
. 

Some ot them did . 

Q. Mr . President, do you know whether there is any 

move to draft them by age groups rather than by draft numbers? 

THE PR:?.SIDENT : No . No • . 

Q. Mr . Pres i dent, any discussion on taxes? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, talking about 

it. Go i ng along a l l right . 

talking about 

Q. Mr . Presi~ent, has any further progress been 

made toward a three-warmeet i ng with t he Russians? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would say Yes . Yes . In fulfill ­

ment of what I told you the other day • . 

099 · 
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Q. 48 hours you said t hen , 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. 48 hours you sa~d then. 

#917 - - 6 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes , and it c8llle in just about 48 

Q. . What, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , that ' s diff erent. You want me 
..... 

to tell dates and places and things like that? I don't think 

so. 

VOICES: Yes . (laughter) 

10 0 

Q., If we might go back t o the fathers , Mr . Pr esident, 

do you approve of the distincti on between pre- Pearl Harbor and 

post-Pearl Harbor fathers? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well , "ain't" it sort of hypothetical 

now? 

Q. No . 

THE FR&qiDENT : Now? I mean , it's - - it ' s hypothetical 

now, in one sense; but I think most~f those distinctions arose 

soon after Pearl Harbor. 
\ 

Q. . Well , they are all fathers. 

THE PRESIDENT: No use discussing that. 

Q. No . 

Q. Mr . President , could you discuss the resolution 

on foreign· policy? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no . 

Q. Mr. President, would you oare to make any comment 

on the situation in Italy? 

L 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don 1 t t hink I have got anything 

this afternoon , unless something has oome "in. Press coverage 

is pretty good in Italy. 

Q. . Is there anything you can say -- (laughter ) 

is there anything you oan say about the Italian fleet? 

1 01 

THE PRESIDENT : No , not yet . or course, it does pre ­

s ent certain problems . One thi ng 

Q. (interposing) Mr . President, 

THE PRESIDENT: (conti nuing) --- that we don ' t always 

realize , and that is that an Italian - - Oh, what? - - cruiser 

has got to have - - if you want to use that cruiser -- got to 

have ammunition that will fit the guns . You have got to have 

spare parts that will fit t he machinery . And they are on one 

.. system and we are on the other. Now, how much -- how much 

ammunition you see, this is all highly speculative how 

much ammunition we were able to get at Taranto, which is one or 

their naval bases, we don ' t know yet . 

Q. . Mr. President , were any decisions made on taxes 

at the conference today? 

T"riE PRESIDENT: That what? 

Q. . We.re any dec is ions made on tax policy at the con­

f erence today? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh No. Oh No. There probably won ' t 

be for some time~ 

Q. Mr . President, regarding this Message to Congress, 

are you going to have any· recommendation~ for them, or specific 

proposals, or is it just going to be largely a reYiew or 
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1 the war? 

• 

• 

THE PRESIDENT: Largely a review or t~e war . 

~. Mr . President, have you got anything to say about 

the whereabouts ot Benito Mussolin~? 

THE PRESIDENT: Only what we got from London. We 

have never had our hands on htm. 

~. Does that mean you would like to have your hands 

on him? (laughter) 

MR. GOD\VIN: (aside) How about it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well now, now you are raising another 

difficult question . (more laughter) 

~. (aside) Let ' s go. 

~. Thank you, t{,r . President . 

Q.. Thank you , sir. 
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