
OOID'Iul"l''AL 
Pnaa aa4 Jla41o Coaterenoe #953 
Zlteoutl•e ottloe ot the Preald•t 
hne 2, 1944 - ·11.17 A.ll., B.W.T. 

MR • .aLY: (to the President) I thlnlc Merriman 

smith haa a report tor JOU as the tlrat order ot business. 

THB PRBSIDBN'l': Really? Serloua? 

MR. EARLY: Yea air. I baTen • t bad a obanoe to tell 

you. 

THK PRESIDBNT: , I was go lug to haTe another report. 

MR. EARLY: He has got one tor you. Let his be 

tlrat,. please. 

THE PRRSIDBNT: All right. :t haTe got another one 

t.hfa morning -- it' a May Craig's annual report on .her steward­

ship. (laughter) 
, . 

MR. DONALDSON: All ln. 
'-

MBRRDIAN SMITH: Mr. President, betore we get 

down ---
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THE PRESIDBNT: (interposing, playfully) The meeting 

will be in order 1 (laughter) 

MERRIMAN SMITH: Bet ore we ---

THE PRRSIDBNT: (interposing again) The tira.t report 

ln the order or buaineaa 1a the tormal report ot M~riman 

SmithS (more laughter) 

KIRRDIAN fiii'l'H: Bet ore we ge• down to bualneaa today, 

we deaire to reoall that at the dinner t.hia 7ear -- our dtnner 

tor 10u -- we said that the prooeeda would go to the 1Dtant Ue 

peralTa ill twld; aDd ·we haTe been aneral JaOiltha getting the 

' 
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det1D1t1on ot "prooeeda" out of Paul Wootton -- (la\l&bter) -­

but •• tinallJ got ---

'IHB Pa.BBIDIHI': ( in terpoalng) I thought he repre­

AJ aented buaineas paperal 
( 

(auoh laughter) 

YR. OOIMD: Be does. 

MBRRDIAH SIII'l'B: But his definition thia rear is the 

same as it wu last rear, a thousand dollars -- (hare handing 

the Prealdeut a obeok) -- and we are, 'Yer7 happ7 ---

'l'HB PHBSIDDl': (interposing) That's parteotly grand. . . 

Parteotlr tine. Well, the dinner .- _ t.be diD.ller oarta1D17 was 

worth it. It •• all right. 

MEmniiA.N SJli'l'B: Tbank 1ou, sir. 

'l'HB FRESIDKN'l': I think we oan -- la tar some other 

1ear -- ~e ~t down to War.a Sprlnga and hold it tor the papers. 

That would be a 'Yer1 etteothe thing. 

Q. We are read7 an1 tbu, sir. 

THE PRXSIDINT: What? That's all right. (more 

laughter) Well, it I went, 70u would get there ~ar. I th!Dk 

we ought to take Paul Woot~on too. 

Q. To do the bookkeeping. 

Q. Wlll that be tor us ln 19~5, Mr. President? 

(la~ter) 

MR. GODWIN: (aalde) '!here's old "pioqUDe" again. 

THB PRISIDBHT: Well, the other one -- I don't th1nk 

the prooeeds .will be as ·.aloh, but we are due tor a report troa 

Ka7 Ora!a who, I undaratand, has Just till!ahed a •arr auooeaa­

tul fe&.r in ott!oe, and ia about to t\ll"n the gll'Yel OYer to 
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sc.ebo4T alae. WUl 7ou report' 

KAY CRAm: (after a pauae) Well, Mr. Preaid•t, I 

feel tbat perbape 117 ~-t ettorts haTe bee here rather tban 111 

the forum ot the crowd. (laUSbter) 

TBB lRBSIDBNT: I understand it has been Jretty good 

in both plaoea. It's all right. 

The third order ot buainess was what Stne gaTe me, 

a not very exciting l11811LOrandllll, but it should be made a part at 

the record. You are goillg to haTe copies ---

MR. EARLY: (interJeo.ting) Yes sir. 

THE PRRSmiNT: (continuing) __ :.. outside afterwards? 

This is :trom (Leo T.) Crowley, F .E.A. (Foreign Economic Adminis­

trator), in regard to planes. On export planes. 

(reading, not literally): "in the 91 dare - or 

:tirat three months -- January first to AprU first, a total or 

4,400 planes -- you will get all this outside -- was sent to 

our Allies from the Uhited States. This means that on the 

aTerage ))8 planes were shipped or flown eYery week to fightiDg 

:tcroes allied with our own against our o""mon en•ies on battle 

fronts around the world." 

And it's a very 1nolua1Te list or countries that got 

thea·e planes. 

(continuing reading, not literally): "Between March 

11, 1941, when the Lend-Lease Aot was passed, and April first, 

1944 -- whioh is nearly three years -- 110re than )),!JC)O planes 

haTe been sent froa the United States to the toroea ot the 

other United Nations. The Allies paid cash tor 7 ,ooo ot 
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tl;le planea. '!'he ~lniag 26,000 were aent under Lend-Leaae. 

llaQJ tbouaanda were tarried all the wa.r b7 air trom the tao­

toriea to the battle tronta. 

"!)&ring the aaae period -- near11 tllree 7eara -- the 

United s;atea produced oTar -- what is it? -- No, it's OTer 

three 1ears -- Yes, over ·three fears -- produced oTar 175,000 

planes." 

Which leads me to thiDk ot something: SOIIle ot the 
' 
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stories that were writt•n an4 some at the speeohes that were 

made, when I announced to the Congress that I wanted a plane 

program ot t1tt1 thousand plane's. The -- ·the "doubting Thomases" 

--people who said "it can't be done," "it's a political 

gesture , " and eo torth and so on. 

(continuing reading, not literallJ): "We tbua 

retained tor our own part or the ccmbined United Na\ ione war 

ettort more than tour-titths or the planes we produced, whUe ...... 

sending verr large numbers to our Allies. Through Lend-Lease, 

we baTe seen to it that the men who tight beside Americans, in 

the ortenaiTes alread,f under wq and 1D the still greater 

ottens !Tea that are ahead, we ha'f'e the extra striking power 

the1 need to deliver the most damaging possible blows against 

the Germans and the Jape." 

That's all on that. I oan•t think or aD7th1ng else. 

MR. OODRIN: Mr. President, JOU asked at· that time 

tor r1tt7 thouaan'd planes and r1tt1 thousand tanks a fear 1n 

that apeeoh JOU made to Congress. 

'Dm PRISIDliMT: Tea • 

• 

' 
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JIR. GODWIN: Bae' t tbat been exoee4e4? 

'l'BI PRKSIDUI': Oh T88, tr-D4oUlT• This TMr 

I don • t ltDDw wbo 01.11 tell • bare.. liT reooUeotiCD 1a that 

during the ,PB.Bt 7ear it has been O'f8r a hundred tbDWUU14. 

IIR. GODWIN: Yea. 

Q. llr. President, 1e there anrthin8 TOU oan tell us 

about TOur oonte.renoe Teaterda,y with "SeoretarT (or th·e Interior) 

Ickes and Senator (FraDOie) MaloneTf 

THB HlESIDDT: Oh, it was a question o1' telling them 

about the progress that is being made . as a result or the oil 

conrerenoea with Britain. Now, don • t oall it pipeline, because 

nobodT knows yet whether there will be any pipeline, or who 

woW.d P8T ror a pipeline 1t there were. In other 110l'ds, it' a 

ent1rel7 in tlle 111ttT11 stage about the pipeline, but this is 

the development or oil resources in that section or the world, ___.... 
the Near :Bast, and they are getting along verT well. 

Q. Mr. President, putting that pipeline so d1st1notl7 

1n the "1ttT" stage seau to be a step backward. When Mr. 

Ickes announced hie plans,. it wasn't in any "itf'y" stage, he 

·was preparing to go ahead and negotiate a contract. Does that 

mean that there has been a change 1n that direction ot 

events? 

1HE PRESIDBNT: Yea, because tbe British have conrarred 

with us. It hasn't been given up bT an,y meana. 

Q. There was a. report that llr. Maloney d•ended 

troa 11r. Ickes aasuranoe that he would ~ot go ahead until hia 

- Mal.ODeT'• - oiJ!!I!!ittee had a chance to look 1'urther into 



it. Did that matter come ~p at your talk? 

'mB PRISmBifl': ODly thia fact, that we are still 

t~kiDs with tbe· British on it. No report yet, beoauae we are 

still oonveraing on both questions aa to whether the pipeline 
J 

should be started at _onoe, and 1t so who would build it, and 

how. 
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Q,. There bas been a o0DIIlerc1al report, l4r. President, 

in the trade, that Oal-Tex. the combined oomp&DJ that owns -­

that baa a oonoeaaion in Arabia. have or are considering sell­

ing to the British. Is that --.-

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Oh no. It will be here 
-

anyway. Nothing in that. Oh no. 

Q,. They are detinitely hanging on to what they have? 

THE PRESIDENT: You bet they are. 

Q,. Mr. President • this is a hold-over question frca 

the last press oonterenoe, whan we were discussing foreign pol­

loi and 'you mentioned the words "independence" and "integrity." 

THB PRISIDBNT: Yea. 

Q,. I w&Dted to ask you then, and couldn't get the 

question in, whether you regarded those two words as synonymous 

with the word "aOJereignty" that seems to figure so largely in 
• 

this-question? 

THI PtmSIDKNT: Gosh, I never thought or that; that 

poser. I would have to consult tbe dictionary. · I ~on•t know 
I 

why not. 
' 

I think . "independence" -- e~er,-body knows what it 

means. And "integrit)'" - I think moat peo}Ue know what it 

means. And I thiDk ~hey k:Dow •t "sovereignty" meana. I 

/ 
'• 
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would have to do a lot ot th1Dk1Dg OYer that. I don't get the 

point yet. 

Q. That ae•• to be the word that the 1nterDat1oD8l 

lawyere uae. I -- I don't kn~ -- don't have eJl1 J(dea 

whether ---

'mE PRRSillllfT: (interposing) Well, I think yo.u oan 

assw. one thiug, and that 1B that I am still 1n -- as muoh in 

tavor ot the sovereignty ot the United States as I ever have 

been, whioh means just as muoh as you are, or anybody else 1n 

this roolll. 

Q. Mr. President, there has been some considerable 

contusion on what rou said at your last press oonterenoe on 

the subjeot ot tamporarr havens tor retugees. Did you mean 

~hat you like the idea ot setting up suoh havens 1n other 

countries, but not in this one, or did you mean that you liked 

the idea ot setting them up both in this and other oountriee? 

THB I'RBSIDXNT: All right, I will ask rou a question. 

It you had - 1t you had a vary, very large number ot retugees, 

and tound tbat you oould take oare ot soma ot 't~ OYer here at 
... 

the oost ot a long sea vorage hither, and a long return sea 

voyage, wouldn't you as a praot1oal buaineas man like to take 

some ot them over here, a.nd avoii1 both those sea voJ8.gee tor 

some ot the othere? In other wor.ds, isn't it a question ot 
OOJIIIlOn sen.ee? 

. 
'l'bere are soae ot th• ooaing OYer here without any 

question, but 1r we oan prevent having those -- having - male-
' 1ng th• take those two 'sea voyages by putting some cit thea 

' 
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1n some other plaoe, well, they won • t have to take the sea 

voyage. That is ~ammon sense too. 

Noth1ng that I said precluded them tram cClllllng Ot'er 

here, and nothing that I said meant that all ot them would be 

put into retugee cups somewhere else. In other words, the 

rule ot common sense, rather than carping, I think should 

prevail. 

~. Could you tell us what progress was made in this 

direction at your oontereno~ with Mr. (Henry) Morgenthau 

(Secretary or the Treasury} and Mr. (John) Pehle (War Refugee 

Board)? 

'!HE PRESIDENT: We got on awtully well. It is still 

in the study stage. I will give you a praotioal example. \fe 

are still stu~ing with the Arm¥ -- Mr. Pehle is -- the possib­

ility or taking one ot the Army camps in this country which the 

Arm¥ doesn't need.. Ot course, we are not training as many new 

people as we were a year ago, and maybe we oan tind an Army 

camp over here which we could turn into a retugee oamp. And 

Mr. Pehle was looking that up yesterday. 

Also, we are examining into the other phase, as to 

whether we oan tind some places on the other side ot the ocean. 

Well, tor instance, I suggested one or two places. There is a 

place called Taormina, which used to be, in the early days, the 

great resort on . the east coast or Sioily, and qu.ite a lot or -­

quite a lot or hotels there. I don't know, orr-hand, what the 

number or people -- refugees -- would be that could be taken ~ 

care or thare. Ther~ is another place that I suggested, and 
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that wu 07renaioa, whioh is aD Italian winter resort, and 

there are quite a lot C?t hotels in O.rrenaioa. But probabl.Y 

there are others down in the Mediterranean area. 'l'hat is bein& 
. ' 

studied. 

Q. J4r. President, do I understand that these retugeea 

will be -- would be given t•porery haven; that is, they would 

be given haven untU atter the war, and then they woUld be 

returned ---:. 

THB PRESIDENT-.: (inter Jeoting) Oh .rea. 

~. (continuing) --- to their countries? 

THE PRESIDKNT: Oh, absolutely. 

~. Wouldn't stay here -- not as citizens? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. Not a bit. 

~. Sir -- Mr. President, is that the "tree port" 

idea, which woUld allow the rettlgees to come in tor 'this 

temporar.r residence, regardless ot quotas and visas? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think that's it. U you have SCIIIle 

starving and pertectly helpless peoR.le -- atter all, they are 

h'men beings -- and we can give them -- what? -- the assurance 

or lite somewhere else, it seems like it' a the human! tar ian 

thing to do. I know the word "humanitarian" is being laughed 

at ver.r much these days, but I think that it there are starving 

people, it's a humanitarian thing to keep -- keep lite in them 

an¥Wbere 1n the world until this war is over, and the.r can 

either go beck h011le or tind a hcae somewhere else. 

~. Mr. _Preaidat, do J'OU have llD1' ocwrent to aake 

on appropriation at our abare ·or the UNRRA tund? (United 

• 



Hationa Reliet and Rehabilitation A4eSn18tration) 

THI PRKSIDihT: Do wba tt · 

I9S)- 10 

~. To appropriate our share ot t.t.. tWld tor UHRRA? 

'lRB PRBSIJJ1Dtl': Oh, . I hope to goodDe11 we will get 

scae appropriat1cm• througb. Quite · a number or other nat1olll 

baTe. alread¥ appropriated their share. Atter all, it was -­

it wae our suggestion to take oare ot hnun f ty. 

MR. OOlJRIN: Ye1. 

Q.. Mr. President, baa there been any name set tor 

this new United Natione organization? 

THB PRBSIIJ.B:NT: Any more what? 

Q.. Ally name for this new United Nations organization 

-- League ot Nations? 

nm PRES:r.DBNT: No. 

Q. Mr. President, on the question ot Lend-Leaee, 

there was an 1Dt~esting Latin AJaer ioan aJJ8).e 1D the report• 

that ooae trom two countries that hue had revolutions lately, 

and in both oases one side or the other used Lend-Lease equip­

ment, particularly tanka, tran the United States. Do you know, 

s ir, 1t Lend-Lease equipment is oont 1nu1ng to go t o Latin' 

Allerioa, ---

THE PRESIIBNT: ( i nterjecting) I couldn't tell you. 

Q.. ( oontinqing) -- or ·do you reel that the time has 

oame when it might be out ott? 

THE PRBSIDBHT: I couldn't .tell you, because I know 

nothing about the subject. 

Q.. Mr. Preddent, what appropriation would take 
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care ot tbe retuaees who are brought here to this countr,r? 

-.'MI PB:BSIDBNT: That I don't know, Paul (Leaoh); you 

had probabl,r better look that up. I suppose UNRRA • . I don't 

know. 

Q. (interposing) '!bat has not been ---

Tim PRESIDBNT: (continuing) It might be Arrq. There 

is one -- you see, the military end ot it is involved in this. 

They got -- recently the other day -- I don't know whether this 

particular tlgure has been given out -- on the Adriatic coast, 

that section around Bar! in Italy_, last week they had something 

like eighteen hundred refugees come in during that .one week. 

Well, it's an awtul · problem tor the .Azmy to take care ot the 

right there in the fighting zone. They have to be got out ot 

that r lghting zone, not . only tor their own satety but tor the 

etticlency ot the Ar.my -- takes too many people to look atter 

them. 

Now, I don't know. You had better check on that. 

. -Ask Pehle who would -- who would pay tor it. 

Q. Mr. President • could you tell us wb,y Dr. (William) 

Lelserson was over here yesterday· --· the N.M.B. ~ 

THE PRKSIDBNT: Not yet. We have got a story tor 7ou 

very soon ~ 

·"' 
~. ·Mr. President, there has been considerable dis­

cussion both- on and ott the Hill about the President• s Ca:amittee 

on .Fair Rmployment Practices. There have been scae charges 

that the A~1nistration hasn't given active support to it. 

Would 70u care· to oo'!IMnt on --

/ 

' 
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'l'fm PUSimNT: ( 1nterpoa1na) I would 1fte t~ ha·u 

scae suaseationa as to how I could SiTe more aothe support to 

it. 

Q.. Th•nk J'OU, l4r. Pre aid ent • 

Q.. Thank J'OU, air. 

MR. OODWDI: That's all risht. That last answer was 

all right. 

THE ~IDENT: Yea. SUre. 

(1auahter) 

• 

(Notebook Pc-18 -- Pase 81 -- JR') 

. 
• 

, 
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OONliDENTIAL • 
Preas and Radio Conterenoe #954 
Bxeout1Te Ottioe ot the President 
JUne 6, l9ltl.t -- 1..,.10 P.M., E.W.T. 

(the invasion ot Western Europe by Allied 

l"oroes began today, with landings 1n--'the 

north ot l!'ranoe) 

(the President called in the .Administrat-

ive Assistants and Secretaries, and so 

torth, to make themselves ~ oamrortable 

around his desk, betore the press came 

in) 

,. 

THE PRESIDENT: (as they f Hed in) My Lord! -- all 

smiles -- all smiles. Look at these two coming in! (laughter) 

MR. DANIELS: You don't look like you're so solemn 

yourselt, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I'm not so solemn, I suppose. 

Where•s "Pa"? And, where's Steve? (then upon seeing him) 

Have you got anything for me? 

MR. EARLY: Several sugges1;1ons, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: What? . (to those' on the couch): He'.s 

always tull o~ suggestions, and he alw~s gets turned down • 

Doesn't make any ditterence. • (laughter) • 

MR. EARLY: I'm used to it. I didn't know you were 

all here so quickly. 

,J 
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' (Mr. Early then oonterred with the .l'resldent 

tor several minutes) ... 

'IRE l'Ri!:SID.Em': All right, Charlie (Fredericks), 

bring in the "wolves."' (laughter) (then seeing Grace Tully 

and Dorothy Brady standing against the wall) : You're going to 

get "squlshed" there. 
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~. EARLY: "Three hundred" of them (waiting to come 

in). (so they oame and sat in . the circle around the President's 

desk) 

(long pause here, as the newspapermen f .iled 

in quickly and silently. The President 

pulled at his sleeves to go to work on the 

material betore him) 

MR. GOD.HIN : (to Fela, 'disporting himself on his back) 

How do you do? 

TID!: PRESIDENT : What? Have you got Fala? 

MR. GODVIIN: Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT : Is he? 

MR. GODWIN: Fala. 

MR. EARLY: Haven't you got a dog, J!;arl? Earl, have 

you got a dog? 

rw-m. GOUNIN: Yes, she's "sassy." This one is okay. 

A lady, though. 

Q. . Everybody's h~r.e. Everybody's ·here. 
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MR. EARLY: !Joesn•t happen otten. 

Q.. What? 

MR. EARLY: Don't have many ot them. · 

Q.. No. 

MR. EARLY: Hello, Fala. 

MR. GODWIN: (:fondling h~) He's a peach. 

THE rRESIDENT: I see the room is tilling up. 

Q.. Awtully good house today. (181 present) 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q.. _Awtully good house today. 

MR. EARLY: It's going to be jammed. 

'l'Hl!: PRESIDENT: I see you let the ladies come in. 

~. Very few. 

THE PRESIDENT: Wbat? 

Q.. A tew. 

you --THE PRESTI>ENT: I think it's awfulllj~ of 

awtully nice. (laughter) ·· f 

ter. 

Q. Like to have them around -- they're decorative. 

}!AY CRAIG: Ask Merriman why he didn't answer my let-

THE PRESIDENI': Yes. (more laughter) 

MR. DONALDSON: All in • 

220 

' . THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think this is a very happy con-

fer.ence today. Looking at the rows of you coming in, you have 

the same expressions as the anonymous and silent people this 

side ot the desk who came in just before you --. before you --

all amllesl 

1·. 
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I have very little more news that I oan tell you than 

what you all ~o~_ln your ottioes. 
' . 

I think it's all right to use this, which has not been 

publishe4 yet. It oame i~· a dispatch trom Eisenhower on the 

progress ot the operations, as ot about 12 o'olook today. The 

American uaval losses were two destroyers and one LST. And the 

losses incident to the air landing were relatively light -­

about one peroen£. 

Q. That's the air-borne troops, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, air losses as. a whole. 

And, of course, there's a great deal ot reports com­

ing in all the time, but it's being given out over there just 

as tast as it possibly oan. I think the -arrangements .seem to 

be going all right. I think that• a all that I have over here. 

You are getting it just as tast as we are. 

Q. Mr. President, how do you feel about the progress 

ot the invasion? 

THE PRESIDENT: Up to schedule. And, as the Prime 

Minister said, "That's a mouthful." {laughter) 

Q. May we quote "up to schedule"? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. 

Q. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, could you n.ow tell us how closely 

held this seoret was, -or how many people were in on the actual 

"know"? 
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say relatively few, or course, a great manr people 1n' both the 

War Department and t~e Navy Departmeni l!:new t.hat we were sending . . . 
very large toroes o'fer- to the other side. A very small nwiber 

knew the actual timing. 
·. 

~. ·That is what I refer to. ~ 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes -- very few. 

~. On the fingers ot your hand, sir? 
I 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I wouldn't say that. It must have 

been more than that, but not very much more. 

Q.. Mr. President, how long have you known that this 

was· the date? 
• I. 

THE 'PRESIDENT: I have known since -- (pausing) -- I 

am trying to think back -- I would say Teheran, which was last 

December, that the approximate date would be the end of May or 

the very first few days of -- of June. And I have known the 

exact date just within the past few days. 

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) Mr. ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing ) And I knew last night, 

when I was doi~g that, broadcast on Rcme, -that the tr~ops were 

actually in the boats -- in the vessels -- on the way across. 

MR •. GODWIN: May I ask a question? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

MR. GODWIN: It -- I was wondering 1r you oould explain 

wh~t were the elements entering into the consideration as tar --· ·-

baok as Teheran that would lead military leaders to be able to 

o t•OO~e a date whioh seems to be quite tar in advance -- quite 

t,;r &hea4? 

\ '• 

. . 

- I 
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say relath·ely tew, ot course, a great many people in both the . 
\Yar Depe.rtllent and the Navy Department knew that we ware sending 
vary large torces O"fer to the other side. A very amall number 
knew the ao·tual t iDling. 

Q. That is what I refer to. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes -- very tew. 

Q. On the fingers ot your hand, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I wouldn't say that. It must have 
been more than that, but not very much more • 

. 
Q. Mr. President, how long have you known that this 

was the date? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have known s ince -- (pausing) -- I 

am trying to think back -- I would say Teheran, which was last 
December, that the approximate date would be the end ot May or 
the very first few days ot -- ot June. And I have known the 
exact date just within the past tew days. 

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) Mr. ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing ) And I knew last night, 
when I was doing that broadcast on Rame, that the troops were 

actually in the boats -- in the vessels -- on the way across. 
MR. GOD'r7IN: May I ask a question? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

MR. GODWIN: It -- I was wondering it you could explain 
. 

what were the elements entering into the consideration as tar 
back as Teheran tnat would lead mllitary leaders to be able to 
choose a date whiob seems to be quite tar in advance -- qu1te 
tar ahead? 

' 

' 
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Cb•nnel? . 

< 

THE PRESIDBNT: Did you ever cross the English 

MR. GODWIN: ' Never been across th~ English . Channel. 

THB PRESID!m': 'What? 

MR. GOIMIN: Never been across the English Channel. 

THE PRESIDENT: You're very lucky. 

MR. GODWIN: Tide? Is it largely a question ot --­

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Roughness in the 

English Channel, which has always been considered by passengers 

one ot the greatest trials ot lite, to have to cross the English 

Channel. And, of course, they have a record ot the -- ot the 

wind and the sea in the English Channel; and one of the greatly 

desirable and absolutely essential things is to have relatively 

small -- small-boat weather, as we oall it , to get people 

actually onto the beach. And suoh weather doesn't begin muoh 

before May. 

Q.. Well, was weather the factor, sir, in delaying 

trom the end ot May until the first week in June? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. There was only actually, 

atter the June date was set, there was only an actual delay ot 
• 

one day. 

Q. Mr. President, was it timed to fall -- to oome 

atter the tall of Rome? 

.THE PRESIDENT: No, because we didn't know when Rane 

was going to tall. 

Q.. Mr. President, you said only one day atter the 

time -- was it postp~ned one day? 

• 
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THE PRESIDBNT: Yes, yes •. 

~. That was the weather consideration again? 

THE PRBSIDENT: That was the consideration. 

Q.. Mr. President, that Me¥ you talked about, last 

May or June, was that when !4r. Churchill was here? 

June. 

THE PRESilliNT: No. I didn't talk about last May or 

Q. He misunderstood. 

Q. He misunderstood you, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

THE QUESTIONER: Oh. 

22 

THE PRESIDENT: This May or June. But, of course, you 

have all seen the -- and you will see increasingly the reasons 

why, at the behest of politicians and others, we didn't 
• 

institute a second front a year ago when they began clamoring 

for it; because their plea for an immediate second front last 

year reminds me a good deal or that famous editor and statesman 
• 

w~o said years ago, before most or you were born, about -~ during 

the Wilson administration, "I am not worried about the defense 

of Amer loa. It we are threatened, a million men will spring to 

arms overnight." And, or course, somebody said, ~t kind of 

arms? It you can't arm them, then what's the good or their 

springing -to something that 'ain't' there?" 

Well, it will be shown that the .preparations for this 

particular operation were far bigger and tar more difficult 

than anybo~ except the military could possibly determine 

beforehand. We have done it just as fast as we possibly 



19S4 -- 8 
225 

oould. The thing oame up -- ot oourse, it enters into the 

general, the highest strategy ot the war -- oh, back the tirst 

t!ae that we haTe held a ooDtereDOe ot the ooab1Ded statts, 

wbioh was 1D late ueoellber 1941, and early January 1942. Wb7, 
we took up the question ot a seoond tront -- ot oourse we did. 

And we hoe been taking it up at eTery oonterence 1D the mean­

ttme. But there were so many other things that had to be done, 

and so little in the way or trained troops and munitions to do 

it with, we have had to wait to do it the very first ohanoe we 

got. Well, this goes back, this particular operation, to - all 

the way back to December 1941, and it came t_o a head -- the 

tinal determination -- in Cairo and Teheran. I t hink it is 

sate to say that. 

Q. Mr. Pre s ident, isn't there another factor, that 

in the last s ix months it has given you a chance to double the 
' invasion force? 

THE PRESIDENT: Double the what? 

Q. The invas ion toroe, the last six months ot the 

time? 

THE PRESIDENT: ·1 would hate to say that categorically, 

beoeuse I haven't got the exact figures, Jim (Wright); but, ot 
' course, it has made a greet deal ot ,difference. '.'le know that it 

has meant that a great many more divisions, and a great many 

more especially landing craft have been made possible. \'le 

couldn't have done it six months ago, beoause_we didn't have 

enough landing cratt. 

Q. Mr. President, how much in advance ot the 
, 
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ttme that was originally set did it beoome apparent that ---

THE PRISSIDEN!': (interposing) That what? 

Q. (continuing) How soon did it beoome apparent that 

the one da,y delay would be necessary? 
\ 

THE PRRSIDENT: Oh, that -- that was apparent when it 

was first talked or. That has always been a raotor. 

Q. I mean, how long a ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Only God can tell when 

it is going to be smooth enough. 

Q. l mean, was an hour set and then had to be 

oanoeled? How long ahead or time was that canceled? 

THE PRESIJ_)ENT·: Well, I don't know. or oourse, that 

happened over there, but it was a very short time. It depended 

on the very latest reports on the weather -- may have been only 

half an hour. 

Q.. Mr. President, did you say one--seventh or the 

losses in paratroopers, or one-seventh of those engaged 

THE ~IDENT: (interposing) No. 

Q. One percent. 

MR. EARLY: One percent. 

Q. One percent. 

Q.. One. 

Q.. Air losses?- That is total air losses, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Total air losses. 

Q.. Mr-. President, 

Q. - (interposing) 

--­• 
Mr. President, in one broadcast 

• 

from continental sources, this Seine estuary has also been 

"' 
' 

- .. 
~ 

22 
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mentioned as a place where landings have taken place. Ie it 
• 

possible tor you· to sar at this time- whether or not there le 
. 

anr truth in that, or whether the landings have taken place 

other than the -- the Le Havre•Cherbourg area? 

THE PRESIDENT: That I oouldn • t tell you. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 
' . 

THE PRESIDINT: I mean, I won!t tell you. (laughter) 

Q. ·Mr. President, does this one percent refer to 

airoratt or personnel? 

THE PRESillENT : Just a 1r .1 oss e s, that • s all. That • s 

all that has come through. I couldn't tell . you. 

Q. Mr. President, when the Paris broadcaster heard 

the tirst Ger.man report or the invasion, he said it couldn't be 

true, because you were going to London at the end or June. Was 

he altogether wrong? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I am going to ask you, is that 

summer or spring? (more laughter) 

22 

MR •. GODWIN: Mr. President, at Teheran you took this 

subject up, and as you know, there were constant aries trom 

RUssian sources, among thEm Mr. Willkie -- (laughter) -- demand- . 

ing -- demanding --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) When did Wendell ~hange 

his oitlzenship? (more laughter) _ 

MR. GODWIN: Well, I don't want to be too rough, but 

you know what I mean. There were constant ---

THE PRESIDRNT: ( interjeot_ing) Oll, ot course. 

:MR. GOD\'IIN: (continuing) --- you· were aware ot 

7 
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that, and can 70u BaT whether or not Mr. Stalin was aware or 
• . 

what was going on? 
. 

Tim PR.ISilmNT: (interJectiDg) Well, ---
, I 

MR. GODWIN: (continuing) Marshal Stalin, tor 

instance -- it seemed to oame from there that Stalin was yelling 

tor a second front ---

Teheran. 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Not -- not atter 

MR. GODWIN: Not attar Teheran? 

THE PRESIISNT: Not after Teheran. 

MR. GODWIN: He understood thoroughly? 

THE PRESIDlUfl': AbsolutelY'• Mr. Stalin's mind was 

entirelY' cleared up at Teheran, when he understood the problem 

or going across the Channel; and when this particular time was 

arrived at and agreed on at Teheran, he was entirelY' satisfied. 

Q. Mr. President, when you said that the time was 

fixed at Teheran approximately, did the -- was the position also 

rlxed at the same time? 

THE PRESIDENT: was the what? 

Q.. '!be pla.oe -- point or attack? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh No. Oh No. 

Q.. When did that aevelop? 

THE PRESIDENT~ '!'hat was -- that was a matter whioh 

was-- well, I oan't -- I oan't tell you the exaot date, but it 

was .alW8J'S open to change. In other words, maT have been halt 

a dozen dltt~ent places. 

~· That is -- that was a matter or strate87? 

• 

I 



.. 
#954. - 12 

THE PRESIDKNT: A matter or strategr, Yes. 

Q. Mr. President, may there still be a halt-dozen 

different places? 

THE PRESIDENT: Gosht What an awful questiont You 

know they are all improper, highly improper. (much laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, on this date and point or attack 

then, as I understand it, that was all lett up to the high com­

mand? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh Yes. 

Q. .And has been decided comparatively recently? 

THE PRESIDENT: Decided by General Eisenhower. 

Q.. Comparatively recently? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh Yes -- Yes. 

Q.. (interposing) Mr. President, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) It's a long -- it's a 

long, long coast rrom Spain to Norway, you know. 

Q. 1~. President, have there been any reports or 

cooperation with -- by the French underground in the invasion 

or ---
.... . 

THE PRESIDENT: ( interpos i~ ) With the underground? 

No. 

~. Nothing yet? 

THE PRESIDli:NT: Nothing yet. 

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) Mr. President, ---
) 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) It seems . -- it seems 

j 

22 

probable -- I will have to -- don't -- don't quote me in any way 

on this, but in an area where there is fighting going on~ th~ 
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ohanoes are there , are Tery tew civi).iane in that area. We know 

-- we know, tor exaaple, that the Ge.rmans haTe been pushing the 

French population t'Urther and further to the re~. WheneTer 

they got a chanoe tbey moved them out. So fOU oan't get coopera­

tion out ot stones and dirt. I don't believe there are m&hi 

people in there -- Frenoh people. 

Q. Is that ott the reoord, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, as long as fOU don't attribute it 
\ to me. 

Q. Oh. 

MR. GOD1•1.TIN: This afternoon, the news trom over there 

carries stories ot orders to Norwegian underground members, 

indicating that something is going to happen, and that is 

unott iciel; and the other is that the Russian arm1 is about --
.. 

within torty-eight hours -- to deliver some terrific blow. I 

wondered it you had any news on either ot those that you could 

tell us? 

(laughter) 

tell you. 

THE PRES I DEN!': There • s another improper question. 

MR. GOV.YIN: ~"7ell, I just wondered about that. 

Q. Mr. President, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (adding) If ~knew it, I couldn't 

Q. Mr. President, some reports that have come in on 

the progress ot operations did say that the Germans were taken 

by surprise tactically. 

THE PRESIDBNr: I don • t know -- I don't know. 
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Perteotl~_ trankly, I have no idea. 
-

~. They knew about th~ time and tide too, didn't they, 

Mr. President? 

THR PRESIDENT: They must have known whether it was 
. 

raining or not. (much laughter) 

~. I should say. 

~. Mr. President, can you tel~ us anything about the 

impact of this invasion on the home front · -- the population 

here? 

TJIE PRESIDENI': Here? 

Q.. Yes. 

·THE PRESIDENT: No. It has all been -- all been coming 

across the ocean. I haven't heard anything except ---

Q.. (interposing) Mr. President, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) ---that the whole 

country i s t remendously thrilled; and I would say on that that I 

think t hat it is a very reasonable thrill, but that I hope very 
. -

much that there will not beegaln too much over-confidence, 

because over-confidence destroys the war effort. 

A fellow came in the other day whom I have known for 

~uite a while-- near home ~- · and~ had come-- oh, this was 
' ' 

several months ago, at the .time we t ook Sicily-- and he had had 

a mighty good job out on the Pacific coast. I don't know what 

he was a .welder or something like that. 
' 

I said, "\Vhat are you doing back home?" 

"Oh," he said, "the war•s over.. I am going to try 

. and get a permanent job betore everybody ~uits working on 

-
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munitions." 

He just walked out, quit his job -- and he was a good 

man, he was a munitions worker -- beoeuse when we took Sioily 

he said to himselt the war• s over. 

Now, that's the thing. we have got to avoid in this 

country . The war isn't over. by any means. This operation 
0 

isn't over. You don't just land on a· beach and walk through --

11' you land sucoesstully without breaking your leg -- walk 

through to Berlin. And the quicker this country understands it 

the better. Again, a question or learning a little geography. 

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us something of your 

hop~s for the future on this great day? 

THE PRESIDENT : Well , you know what it is, it's win 

the war. 

Q. What? 
·· ~ -

THE PRESIDENT : '/lin the war, and win it a hundred 

percent. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q. (interposing) One last question, Mr. President. 

How are you feeling? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. How are you feeling? 

THE PRESIDENT: I'm feeling fine. I'm a little 

sleepy. (laughter) 

Q. (loudly) Thank you, Mr. President. 

(more laughter) 
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THE PRESIDENT: I have got some fairly definite action 

on the problem of the refugees 'that ·we talked about ~ueaday. 

They .are ooming in still, in very large numbers, into Italy, and 

' they are interfering with ~ilitary operations. Over· eighteen 

hundred, last week, came into Italy from Yugoslavia alone. We 

are increasing the capacities of the camps, and probably adding 

some new camps from the -- in the t.1editerranean area. lt'or 

example, we are moving them actually out of Italy to camps in the 

~iddle East, increasing the quota of the camps from twenty-five 
I 

to forty thousand. You see, it's on a big scale. 1,'fe have set 

up a crunp near Casablanca to hold th'e refugees out of Spain, 

makine and still engaged in -- a survey of finding additional 

havens in Tripol itania, Cyrenaica, Si~y and Cyprus . 

In the mes.nwhile, we found that we had a camp which was 

not being used for training purposes on a big scale: Fort 

Ontario, New York -- this is just across the river from Oswego 

-- and we are going to bring over a thousand, that's all , to 

this country, to go into that camp -- Fort Oswego -- Fort 

Ontario. 

Q,. Mr. President, you said from Spain. 1.'lho are the 

refugees from Spain? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, all kinds. All kinds. A great · 

many of them got out through France. 

'-I 
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Q. Were they old Spanish loyalists? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. These are nearly all French. 
r· 
Q • . All French. 

THE PRESIDENT: People who got down through France, 

and then finally got across into Spain. 

Q. Mr. President, you mean one thousand is all that 

is going to be brought over into that new camp, --­

THE PRESIDENT: ( interjecting) That's all. 

Q. (continuing) --- or brought over to this country? 

THE )'RESIDENT: That's all. To this country. 

MR. GOD1.¥IN: Sir, there is a flurry of legislation in 

Congress on this very subject, to open same of the porta to 

_bring in re~ugees and these unfortunate people tor the war, but 

not to interfere with the immigration quotas and to be returned 

after the war. Are you familiar with what Congressmen ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) No. 

MR. GOJJNIN: (continuing) --- are doing on that? Do 

you have anything to say about it? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I never heard or it. 

MR. GODWIN: Yes. 

~. Mr. President, wher~ are these people coming from 

that are coming to this new camp? 

THE PRESIDENT: I -don't lo!.ow. The Mediterranean area 

I suppose is the easiest way ot putting it. 

Then, the only other thing that I have, I think, is 

that on Monday, Admiral (Raymond) Fenard --who is the senior 
' officer ot the Fren~h navy a.nd he~. been here, as you know, 
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tor some time -- came back from Algiers and brought me a message 
' ' 

I 

from General (Charles} de Gaulle, that if -- General de Gaulle 

wants to lmow if I would receive him it he came over here, and 

wha;t would be a good date. 

And I sent word back that I of course would be very 

glad to receive him.. And I gave him two dates, one between the 

22nd of June and the 30th of June; and if he couldn't cane then, 

between the 6th of July and the 14th of July. 

And Amniral Fenard went back with that message, and I 

haven't heard yet. 

~. Mr. President, have you any comment on the resigna­

tion of Jim Farley ,as State (Democratic) Chairman? 
~ 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I just got it in the paper just a 

little while ago, Pete (Brandt). 

~. Mr. President, how is the war going? 

THE PRESIDENT: 'Nell, on the -- on the French front, 

the word this morning is exactly what has been printed. I should 

say we are making slow progress, but it is progress. The sea is -
a bit rougher. I think really that covers the whole thing. 

Q. We haven't y~~ taken Caftn, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q.. We have no.t yet taken Caen'? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't had any notice of it. 

Q. Mr. President, in vi~w of the fact that the King of 

Italy has now s)gned over further powers to, his son, can you now 

say anything about the details of the Italian armistice, which 

hitherto .have been maintained a secret? 
' 

\ 

' 
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THE PRESIDENT: The what? 

~. The details of the Italian armistice, which up to 
this point have been maintained a secret? 

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't even know it had been main-
talned a ~eoret. I though~ everybody knew them. It's-- it's 
fairly long, about two --two and a half .pages . I think the 
boys over there can get it. 

a secret any longer. 

~. Fine. 

I don ' t know why it should.be kept 
/ 

THE PRESIDENT : This is off the record, but t he situa­
tion, I t hink is a -- almost a new one in the history of kings. 
The King of Italy is still the King of Italy , but he isn't the 
King of Italy. (laughter) In other words , he 's in but he ' s out . 
As I said , this is off the record. And the -- the Crown Prince 
has been made, I shoul d think it is -- it is Lieutenant General 
of the Realm. Now , I never heard of one before -- (laughter ) -­
and apparently it means under their system that the cabinet re-
signs to him instead of to the King , and then he re- ca·ns 
somebody to be Prime Minister. They ar e engaged in that at the 

' present time. But it is -- it is a new situati on . I haven't got 
the exact terms , but the King of Italy , as I say, is King of 
I t aly, but he isn't King of Italy. He hasn ' t got any powers. 

~. Do you still -- still presum~ that Marshal 
Badoglio will resign as Prime Minister, to give an opportunity 
for the formation of a completely new cabinet? 

THE PRESI DENT: I suppose so. 

MR. GODWIN : Well, Mr. Pre !!lident, in the case of ... 

• 
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• 
the Italian people · on the whole business, is it .-- was it -- is 
it oorreot to understand that the Allies will not be satisfied 
until the people themselves make their choice? 

THE PRESIDENT: Tba t ' s right • 
' 

MR. GOIJ.'liN: .t.s that still the ---

THE PRESIDENT: linterjeoting) Still the objective. 

1ffi. GOD~~: (continuing) --- correot? This might be 
an inter 1m thing? 

THE~SIDENT: Selt-exp~ession. 

MR. GODWIN: Yes, sir. 

MR. EARLY: You are on the reoord now? 

'::tU!: PRESI DENT: What? 

MR. EARLY: On the re cord now? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? All right . That i s on the 
record. We want the people t o have self-Elxpression -- choose 
their own government. 

Q. Do you have any comment on the action of Mississippi 
Democrats in voting to send uninstructed delegates ---

THE PRESIDENT : ( i nterposing) I don ' t even I don't 
even know what it was , except that I read a headline, and that's 
enough • . 

Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you would care t o ex­
plain why you chose the particular dates you did for General de 
Gaulle's visit? 

THE PRESIDENT: By what? 

Q. 'Nhat the consideration was that constituted select-
. ing the particular dates you did tor General de Gaulle's visit? 

. . 
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, it's the first available time I 

have got. That is literally all it is. I am going to be away 

-- you can't use this -- but I am going to be away a few days 

before the 22nd. I get back here about the 22nd. I am going · 
. 

away over the 4th of July, so I literally put down the first 

available dates I had. 

Q.. Thank you. 

THE PRESIDENT: About six days attar 

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) There's a convention .out 

there about tha.t time. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes; and there's an election next 

fall, and Christmas is coming too. (laughter) 
-

Q. Mr. President, are you prepared to announce the 

American delegates to the monetary conference? 

THE PRESIDENT: Except in one instance, I -- I have 

got all the list, but we are waiting for one of the Houses to 

complete the list; and I don't -- I think it's more courteous to 

give them another 24 hours to select that one. 

MR. GODVITN: Have you anything to say, sir, about the 

bill or legislation connected with the -- that court-martial 
l 
matter 

yet. 

c· 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) It hasn't come tome 

MR. GODWIN: (continuing) --- Kimmel and Short? 

Hasn't reached you? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. It may have come to me. It has 

been sent to Justice ·nepartment tor recommendat~ons and checks • 

, • 
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~. Mr. Pre's !dent, can ·anything be said on De Gaulle' e 

visit, that at that time there will be other nations represented 

here to straighten out ---

THE PRESIDENT: ( interjecting) No. 

~. (continuing) ---the -French political situation? 
-

THE PRESIDENT: Oh No. Just a message rrom him via 

Admiral Fenard to me, would I receive him if' he came over, and 

when could I see him. 

~. Did .that message, sir, say anything about possible 

subjects f'or discussion? 

THE PRESIDENT: That's all it was. 

Q.. Mr. President, getting back to the monetary 'cont'er­

ence, th·ere will be representatives f'rom each -- the Senate and 

the House? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q.. -Can you say how many, how large the delegation will 

be'? 

THE PRESIDENT: As I remember -- this is pure recollec­

tion -- as I rememb-er it, two from Senate and two from House. 

Is that right? 

~. Will t here be Republicans on each of those? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes~ 
I' 

Q.. One Republican, one Democrat? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Q.. Mr. President, the Congress has been asked to 
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approve the transfer or some small naval vessels to South 
' 

America. Can you tell us it that is done principally _in the 

interest or Brazil? 

24 

THE PimSIDENr: Well, you can't say Yes and you can't 

say No. In other ·words, we are helptng all we can to build up 

the defense of the Americas -- of the Continent. At the present 

time, the Brazilian defense, we have had the most part in that, 

and the plans are furthest along in the case or Brazil. But it 

i sn't exclusive to Brazil, it's the defense or the Continent. 

Q. (inter posing) Sir , ---
. .. THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And at the present time, 

the the building up of Brazilian defenses' is furthest along. 

That's the easiest way of putting it. 

~. Sir , · could it be assumed that any country which -is 

not enjoying Lend-Lease aid would not . be a reoip1ent of any or 

these vessels? 

them? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I frankly d·on't know. 

Q. What I meant to say, s ir, is would Argentina get 

THE PRESIDENT: '.l!ha t? 

~. Would Argentina get any? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don't know. (laughing) You c·an't 

make muoh of a story out of that, because I don't know. 

~. Mr. President, on General de Gaulle's visit, will 

he stay in the ·white House, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don' t know. lla ugh ter ) 

MR. GODWIN: (aside) How about that? 

.. 
' 

I 



Q,. Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT : Right • 

• 
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THE PRESIDENT: (as they tiled in) Well, gentlemen, 

how are you? 
. 

MR. PAUL WOOTON: .rust line up here any place. 

THE PRESIDENT: Glad to see you back again. 

MR. WOOTON: Yea, sir. Here they are. 

THE PRESIDENT: Got your watch on? (laughter) 

MR. WOOTON: Yea. I oan tell you what time it is. 

THE PRESIDENT: All right. Can you look over the top 

and see whether th~y are all in? 

MR. WOOTON: Yes, sir. 
. 

THE PRESIDENT: We had 181 in here the other day. 

MR. WOOTON: Is that so? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nearly a record. 

MR. WOOTON: Yea, sir. We have got about ninety -­

about ninety. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. 
. 

MR. WOOTON: Mr. President, this is the group that gave 

me that watch, so I am going to be awfully nioe to them on .this 

oooasion. (laughter) They have come down in the very early 

days ot your administration. 
. ' 
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THB FRESIDBNT: Yes. 
- \ 

MR. WOOTON: .Mr. President, Steve and I got ~ogether, 

and we have been cooperating with business people covering you 

and the Federal otticials. Whenever we have any dittioulty set• 

ting a speaker, we just call up Steve and somehow or other i~ 

comes about • 

THE FRESIDKNT: He doesn't speak hims elt, does he? 

MR. WOOTON: No, we never had Steve. We had Jimm,y 

one time, and he did a wonderful job. 

Well, Mr. President, this group, as you ~ow -- we 

have about 200 million dollars ot annual output now in goods and 

services, and their papers go to the people that produce that 

200 million, and contribute that 200 million. So I really am 

proud ot them. I think they are an important part or the popu­

lation. 

THE PRESIDENT: Very distinguished. 

MR. WOOTON: We have no particular questions to ask 

you. The President did ask me to tell you that, because ot the 

pressure ot his time this morning, he was going to dispense 

with the usual handshaking. I told him we would be glad to co­

operate in that way. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it's good to see you, beO&use 

last year you did better than you thought. When the watch was 

presented to Paul I didn't know, but I tound out afterwards, 

that he couldn't tell time. (laughter) So you have made a 
. -

real contribution to education. He -- he tells time awfully 

well by now • 

• 
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MR. WOOTON: That's right, 14r. President. (more 

laughter) 

THE PRISIDXNT: Well, it's good to see you all again. 

I haven't thought or anything. I thought I could tell you-a 

tew things ott the record. 

or course, -- well, -- ·tor instance, Steve just came 

in to give me a thing that just arrived trom Mr. Lubin, ·about 

our airoratt production. I just sort or remember -- I think 
' 

some ot us real old people remember a day when I went up to 

Congress and said I wanted -- I want -- we need tor national 

defense 50 thousand airplanes in a year. Well, there was .the 

most awtul howl all over the country -- couldn't be done -­

just couldn't be done. 

Well, or course now, we are up to a hundred thousand a 

year, and we are keeping on going -- keeping on making -- making 

records. American industry has done a lot better than the 

non-business press thought it could do. (laughter) 

The two-hundred-thousandth United States-financed air-, 
plane since July 1st 1940, was accepted on May )lst of this 

year, a year and three days atter t,he acceptance or the one­

hundred-thousandth -- whioh is pretty good. The first hundred 

thousand, as they say, is the hardest. (laughter) The first 

hundred thousand took 1431 days to build. The second hundred 

thousand took )69 days to build, approximately only a third as 

long. And in May, 8,851 were accepted. That -- that was 

actually two percent in numbers below the Maroh peak • . · .. 
But a thing ~hat the l871118n does~t understand,' 

I 

. . 
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' 
which you will unde,~atand, is that the weight, 89 million pounds, 

is really the controlling factor; and that was one percent OTer 

March, which is again a new high. 

The reat or the figures relate to ditt'erent t7Pes, but 

Juat tor example, ~e have -- Just in one field or action -- we 

have 10 thousand planes -- American planes working. In another 

tield or action we have over 5 thousand American planes. Now, 

they are operating planes. or course, the t'igu.rea vary from day 

to day, but that is an awtul lot ot. planes that we have got over­

seas. I haven't got the figures tor the other -- some or the 

other areas, but that is just two out ot' three or tour ditterent 

areas where we are operating planes. 

or course, the whole thing is going along awtully 

well. I hope that you are in touch with the Departments, and 

with Leo Crowley, about places where either there is a jam or 

we want more things. 

Now, or course, one thing we have realized, and that 

is that with the development ot' warfare we discover new things 

all the time -- new construction. I don't suppose any one or 

us could have visioned three years ago the building or this vast 

number or landing cratt, turning them out all over the pl_aoe 

with all the things that go with landing craft. In the present 

operations in France, they have been badly bumped on the 

beaches. They sit down on top or a boulder, and the boulder 

comes through the bottom -- that sort ot' thing. Quite a lot ot' 

them haTe been damaged on the railroad rails that the Germans 

stuck down ·on the beaches; and sometimes, when theJ have 
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diaoharged their oarso on the beach and start to baok up, ther 

tind -- ther tind tber are sitting on the sharp end ot a rail­

road rail. But, ot course, a great manr ot them can be salvaged, 

\ but it means that ot any particular cQnatruction, 

) last three dare show that we have got to speed it 

the -- the 

up, even some 

more. We thought we had speeded it up just as test as we poe-

siblr could • .... 
Things are going prettr weil on the other side. The 

chiet trouble is weather. The English Channel is not a pleasant 

place to cross. It's rough a great deal. As somebody remarked 

to me the other dey, probably there has been more suttering --
human suttering on the ~nglish Channel than any other place in 

the world. (laughter) 

And on the whole, things are going along pretty well. 

We have been doing awtully well north or Rome, since I spoke 

the other day. \'{e are about 40 miles north ot Rome. We have 

got the important seaport or Oivitavecchis. Yet the whole opera­

tion -- the English Channel, and the Mediterranean-- Italy -­

all tie in together, as we have come to understand. 

I think the greatest contribution -- there is always 

a silver lining in every cloud that war makes -- is teaching 

people -- people geography. A lot or people now know in this 

country where Italy is. Now, that's quite an achievement • 
• 
(laughter) 

And or course, on the whole, I really think that we 

can teel encouraged, but we mustn't be over-optimiatio. 

I was ·telling -- I think I told the press the 
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other -481'- .I don't belieTe they U.sed it. This tellow came 

back trom the -- the coast -- a triend ot mine came to see me. 

I said, "What are 7ou doing baok hCIIle? I thought you 

had a good job?" I think he was a welder, Qr something like 

that • . 

"Oh," he said, "the war's over. I'm going back haDe 

to get -- to land a par.manent job." 

Well, we ~ound -- we are troubled with things li~e 

that. It' s a psyc hologioal th 1ng. People coming back saying 

the war is over. Well, My Lord, the war is not over • 
. . 
. , On the other hand, ot course, we are tr7ing to plan all 

we oan on the re~onversion ot plants, whioh will be ot lnterest 

to nearly all ot you. I think we have -- the Executive end ot 

things has done what -- all they could. They have made varlous 

recommendations to Congress tor legisl~tion, and nothing has 

yet oome out ot the hopper. So all that you can do, to 

encourage Congress to speed up a little on reconversion legisla­

tion, the better it is. We have done practically all that we 

can here. I don't know what will come out, but we wo~d like to 

have something come out. So, 1t 70u can help on that, it's all 

t o the good •. 

There are not man1 more things than that. Industry 

has done a pertectl7 splendid job. And we are doing all we can 

to think not only about the rest ot the war, but about the -­

the period after the war. 

I don't know that there is 801'thing else, Paul, that 

I- can think ot. Have you got 8D1' ldeas I could talk about? 
• 
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• .. 
• MR. WOOroN: Well, Mr. President, I think we have 

taken up all ot your ttme that we should. It's just tine ot 

you to see them. I know that they will -- they have been try­

ing at every opportunity ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interJectlDg) Oh Yes. That's good. 

MR. WOOTON: (continuing) --- .to put the he~t on this 

and that as much as they can. 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Sure, that's right. 

MR. WOOTON: (continuing) They have helped to convert 

to war, and they will help to convert it back. 

THE PRESIDEN.l': You know, fundamentally, the people 

are all right on it. 

Steve mentioned this morning -- this is -- this is 
r 

coming out when -- I am using it on Monday night when the Bond 

drive starts -- another little cheertul thing ahead -- (laughter) 

-- that is that there are around .55 million taxable people in 

this countr,y -- incom~ tax people -- and yet there are 81 

million people in the country that are the owners ot bonds. -

That is a very extraordinary ~hing. Those people are 

thinking ahead. Where they have in one .tamUy maybe only one 
' • 

wage earner, but there are a number ot children, bonds are being 

bought in the name or those children. Well, that is pretty 

good, to have 81 million people in the country holding war 

bonds. I think you won't have · any trouble with this drive. We _ 

have got working tor it an awtully good organization, with the 

help ot busi~esa and the banks, as you know~ I suppose it is 

the greatest money-raising organization in the wor.ld that we 
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have got today tor the t inanoil:Jg ot the war. 
I 

It has been grand to see you. I wish I could think 

. ot sanething more exciting than what I have said. 

MR. \'«lOTON: Mr. President, what you have said 1a 

very valuable, and we are very gratetul to you indeed. 

249 

THE PRESIDENT: It's good to see you all. Fine , Paul, 

thanks. 

MR. WOOTON: Goodbye, Mr. Pres !dent. Thank you very 

· much. 

THE PRESIDENT: Fine, f !ne. 

' 
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