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CONFIDENTIAL
Press and Radio Conference #960

Executive Office of the President
MY .7’ 19“ - 11-01 A.OM_.’ E.W.T-

(Jim Wright of the Buffelo News sat down on one of
the three chairs on the left of the President's desk)
THE PRESIDENT: (to May Craig) All packed?
MR. EARiY: May, why don't you get in the middle?
(she sat down on the middle chair, and Earl Godwin on the
third)
THE PRESIDENT: Now, 1sn't that nice? Isn't that
nice? (laughter)
MAY CRAIG: All right.
THE PRESIDENT: What they call "last honors.,"
(laughter)
MAY CRAIG: No!
THE PRESIDENT: (laughing) Oh--oh. Getting
everybody seated? It's all right.
MAY CRAIG: The old folks.
‘MR, GODWIN: Old age.
MAY CRAIG: The mourners' bench. (more laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: (in a half-whisper) I think I might
announce that if they will look at the front row they will see
what I shall call in the White House "the o0ld people's home."
(laughter)
MR. GODWIN: O0ld people's home!
THE PRESIDENT: (to May Craig) Are you all
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fixed up?
MAY CRAIG: Yes.
THE PRESIDENT: Good -- good. Grand.
MR. DONALDSON: All in. |
THE PRESIDENT: I was taelking to Steve, and we have

—

‘been trying to dig up something that could be called news, but
there 1sn't anything at all. The next thing will be the month-
ly submarine statement, in about three days. (to Mr. Early):

The tenth?

MR. EARLY: The tenth, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Outside of that, we are completely
blank. And it's going to be a hot day -- (pause) -- so don't
overwork. (laughter) | 3

Q. Mr. President, is -- have plans progressed to
the point where you can tell us whether or not you plan to make
a statement prior to the Democratic Convention?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea., I
haven't thought of it.

Q. (aside) What was that? \

Qs Mr. President, have you found a candidate for
vice president yet?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that sounds like an unfriendly

question. T won't answer it. (laughter)

Q. Mr. President, how is the war going in China?
THE PRESIDENT: Not well. We are a good deal con-
cerned about the war in Chinas

Q. In what way, sir?
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, they don't seem to be stopping
these Japanese advances.

MR. GODWIN: Mr. President, in -- on that line, the
Chinese Ministry of Information, through their New York
offices, got out a long statement yesterday discussing this
thing, and they had in it the view -- rather optimistic view,
end peculierly Chinese -~ that the deeper Japan got into this,
call it the China quagmire on the thing, in a global way, the
Japanese were worse off; that is, attracting & great deal of
the Japanese force into the mainlend of China, leaving their
homeland open. In brief, that was it. Is that a Chinese ldea
or has that been, would you say -=--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No. I would say that
that was a strategic thought that could be talked about by
anybody who knew anything about strategy. Of course, it is
perfectly true that they are very much extandﬁd from the
military, and naval, and shipping point of view.
| MR. GODWIN: The Japs?

THE PRESIDENT: The Japs are.

MR. GODWIN: Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Way down, all in the Dutch Indies,
they are clear over through the Streits Settlements and Burma,
and it means that their line of communicetions is dangerously
long, unless they are sure of being able to maintain it.

Now, in the past =-- in the paaﬁ year, we have been
threatening their line of communications all the time with

these offensives; and so far we have, as you know, we have
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got up as far as Saipan; and also, so far, you know thnt there
we have sunk a great many Japanese ships -- both the maval
éhiﬁﬁ, but especially the cargo ships. And as we knew,
relatively, what they had in the way of a merchant marine at
the beginning of the war, and we know, again relatively, what
they have been able to bulld each year since the war, we feel
that their merchant ship 1055&9 are greater than they have
been able to replace.

And it may be wishful thinking, but we like to be-
lieve that they are having difficulty in getting raw materials
a long distance over the water -- oil frnm the Dutch Indies,
for example -- and are having difficulty in getting their re-
placements and equipment from Japen down to those distant

" points.

Of course, you can look on the map, it's a tremendous
territnrg, a great many miles, but they have -- that they have
gone south from Japan; and also, having got there, it is a
long, long distance from the -- well, say the Solomons, clear
over through New Guinea and the Celebes and the Dutch islands,
Borneo, Phllippines, clear on to Indo-China, Siam, the Strait
Settlements, and Burma. It's tremendous territory to keep the
supplies going, and get the supplies out of them back to
Japan,

And so the -- personally, it has &lways been my
thought that the Japanese strategic situation 1s not a good one
-- never has been. But we are concerned, because they -- the

distance from Japan to China 1s not very great, and they
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have been able to put together forces in there and supply
them. They have bitten in pretty deeply into the Chinese
mninlqnd, and we are hoping that the Chinese will, because of
the depth in there, be able to resist more strongly, the
further the Japs go. That's about all there is to it.

Q. Mr. President, =---

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, an Americen Army
chemicel engineer also reported that the Japs have used gas
against the Chinese. Has an official recommendation Oor =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I haven't <= T haven't
heard anything. The last I heard was prior to what you are
talking about, that some of our Army people were investigating
the report. And T read last night that it had been. T
haven't heard anything more from the War Depertment.

R« Mr. President, as head of the Democratic Party,
have you got any idhas on what the platform should contain,
or how long it should be?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I'm not writing any platform.

Q. You are not?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

MAY CRAIG: Mr. President, would you care to say
whether or not you think Governor Dewey will be a strong
opponent? :
i THE PRESIDENT: {lgughing} No, May. (laughter)
Q. (aside) That's a good word.

THE PRESIDENT: You know -- you know, May, what I
aﬁ.wundaring about, I am -~ T am taking it that you have
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gotten down a few notes in the White House Correspondents'
Association just -- just for history. And in these notes I
would like to have 1t accurate, so far as possible, as to the
procedure, the methods. And I would very much like to have
for those notes some ﬁuggéatiun from you -~ perhaps you will
tell me outright as news, because it will be news forty or
fifty years from now -- how do you people work out this method
at these press conferences? (laughter) Do you drew lots?

(more laughter)
I thought there was -- there was some young men, I

didn't remember very well, the other day, over here on the
right -- (indicating) -- that asked me that seme type of ques-
tion. Praectically the same thing. (more laughter) Now, how
dld they choose him? (more' laughter)

Now, today, how did they pick on you? (continued
laughter)

It really -- it's a matter of great historic interest
to know the procedure in these -- in the White House Corres-
pondents' Assoclation.

MAY CRAIG: Well, that's a secret process.

THE PRESIDENT: Is it? (more laughter) I see.

MERRIMAN SMITH: 1It's part of the great plan, sir.
(continued laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I won't -- I won't ask any more
questions. |

Q. Mr. Presldent, May 1s always a volunteer -- she's

never drafted.
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MAY CRAIG: Mr. Préaidhnt, did you mean that you
didn't went to answer the question? (loud laughter) |

THE PRESIDENT: What was the neme of the -- Pollyanna,
wasn't 1t? Cheerful little girl. That's it. No, -- (then in
a whisper): I didn't want to answer the question. 7

Q. Mr. President, when do you think we will get an
answer to this type of question? (more laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I don't know. I should say
probably around November. (continued laughter) Or even --
even before that. Maybe this month.

Q. (eside) There we go again.

THE PRESIDENT: I would hate -- I would hate to
speculate on it.

JIM WRIGHT: Mr. President, if we may go back to that
Chinese situation where you -- when you started in, you were
telking about the sericusness that -- serious condition we
would face, iflthe Jeps succeeded in rolling up the coast of
China. T thought you were going to talk to us for a moment
on what it would do to our attempt tec build a road across
the =--=-

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Agein, it's a perfect-
ly -- it's Just a question of looking at the atlas, really,
Jim.

JIM WRIGHT: Yes, but I don't belleve the American
people, generally, realize how much the coast of China has
been counted on for the attacks on Japan proper, and it seems

to me that if you wanted to discuss that-a little bit ===




#960 -- 8 00¢

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Well, of course, the

more the Chinese can hold eastern China, down around the ocoast,
the better it 1s. But of course, on the other hand, with the
use of mudarn bombing, we are today within bombing range of
Japan, which is very definitely something. If we =~ if the
Chinese had lost the aﬁatarn coast a year ago, it would have
been a far more serious thing than if they should lose it
today.

MR. GODWIN: Well, we are -- the bombing that you
are speaking of is from the Pacific, is it not, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

MR. GODWIN: (continuing) -- and will get closer and
closer?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. We are about -- what is it? --
twelve to thirteeﬁ hundred miles from Japan now.

MR. GODWIN: Yes. The Japanese mainland, if it
should be entlirely rolled up or taken over by the Japanese,
means almost another major war -- military operation, does it
not?

THE PRESIDENT: 7You mean the Chinese mainland?

MR. GODWIN: Yes. The Chinese mainland.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, of course. What you have to
think of is the tremendous territory ---

MR, GODWIN: 1interpuaing} Tremendous territory.
Pretty near as big as half the United States, that one corner
is. |

THE PRESIDENT: That's it. ‘That's it.
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MR, GODWIN: As Jim says, I don't think the American
people have any 1dea ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I think that's per-
fectly true. We have had -- the Chinese (meaning Japanese)
have had spots along that whole Chinese coast -- that different
one; or to the -- to the northeast, somewhere else, they have
half a dozen spots -- given places. The next year, they have
half a dozen other different spots. They have lost what they
have, and they have gone to other places. It might be called
an occupation of movement, ---

MR. GODWIN: (interjecting) Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- not a cempaign of
movement but an occupation of movement.

PETE BRANDT: Mr. President, can you tell us about
the intended scope of your talks with Ganéral de Gaulle?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, all kinds of things, Pete. We
haven't got any agenda. Talking about a great many things.
Well, for instance, I will talk to him today about the opera-
tions of the underground, which are -- within France, a great
deal of it down in southern France. We have a good deal of
information from our own sources. We will compare notes about
that. I caen't think of anything else. It's an absolutely
open -- wide open thing. Anything that's of interest.

Q. Well, Mr., President, recognition come in?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q. The question of recognition of the Nationasl Com-

mittee come in?
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THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q. That has not come in.

THE PRESIDENT: No. That didn't come in. That
didn't come in in London, qithar.

MR. GODWIN: It 1s prﬁaumad, or are you ﬁaking up
with:him the matter of the governing of these liberated areas
as they are liberated? Does that enter into it?

THE PRESIDENT: T think that probably will. We will
talk 1t over in a perfectly friendly way, and work out various
problems, |

Of course, so meny people get the wrong slant.

What 1s a liberated area? Well, we are in France now -- and
the British are in France now -- a little toe~hold, I think
about one-tenth of one percent of France, something 1like that,
whose army -- soldiers are all over that one-tenth of one per-
cent. Obviously, of course, it's a -- a military zone. e
are going into Cherbourg to open it up to ships, with unload-
ing and transportation, and so forth and so on. It's a
military operation.

‘And when you come down to the -- to the civilian
question, it is essentially that part pr France, as our armies
advance, which ceases to bq a8 militery zone and becomes a
civilian Zzone.

I think some people don't think the thing through,
They are very apt to say that if we capture a -- a villege
from the French on a Monday morning it becomes a civilien

zone. Well, they don't do it, because we might get thrown
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out by the Germans by Monday night, and therefore it wouldn't
be a sensible thing to do. It isn't an operating -- it's an
operating military zone, and not yet a civilian zone.

Q. Mr. President, what are the De Gaullist repre-
sentatives doing in Frence at the present time? Are they .
wielding a certain amount of authority, or are they simply
observers, you might say, like =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Acting as liaison
officers. _

Q. Liaison officers?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Perfectly friendly cooperation.

Q. (aside) Go ahead, Merriman.

MERRIMAN SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.

(Notebook PC-19 -- Page 26 -- JR)
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CONFIDENTIAL

Press and Radio Conference #961

Executive Office of the President

(Tuesday) July 11, 1944, at 11.07 A.M., E.W.T.

(99 newspapermen and women were present at

this press conference)

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I have taeken a -- you will want to
know something about De Gaulle == T tnok from a memorandum a
third person thing, which I think makas the situation fairly
clear -- as a result of the talks -- that the President is

 prepared, pending the free selection of a govermment by French
people, to accept the Comité as the de facto authority for the
civil administration of France -- semi-colon; General Eisenhower
remaining as Supreme Allied Commander, with clear-cut authority
to cause to be taken all steps -- that means all-inclusive --
which in his judgment are necessary to finish the military
operations and to drive the Germans from French soil.

In other words, the location of civil administration,
certain areas which are non-military areas, will be determined
solely by General Elsenhower.

And in this respect we are prepared to use as a base
-- the basis, the drafts that have been worked up by certain
French and British officials. That will take some time, because

T

it's a question of drafting.

There seems to be complete accord, and we are there-

fore proceeding on that line.
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Can't think of anything else on thg De Gaulle end of
things.

Q. Does that mean, sir, that this Government will
sign a British-French agreement?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. Ve are using it as a basgis
for re-drafting.

Q. Thank you.

Q. Will we sign an agreement with the French, lir.
President?

THE PRESIDENT: Memorandum, probably.

Q. Memorandum. Just an exchange?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us something about
your visit yesterday with the Foreign Minister of Mexico
(Ezequiel Padilla)?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I had a very excellent meeting
with him -- the second meeting I have had. There have been, of
course, a number of things which he has been working on with
the State Department; and I think things are going along very
well. There isn't very much news &n it, one way or the other.

Q. TIs there anything you could say about special
problems, or any continuation of the talks at Monterrey?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so. I think about
the only thing I can think of is that they are proceeding.
Everything is going all right on that.

Q. Is there any comment, sir, you can make on the

——

press conference statement of Mr. Padilla that if asked
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Mexico would be glad to send troops to the front?

THE PRESTIDENT: I don't think I am allowed to sa}
that. I think that is & -- purely a military matter.

Q. Mr. Preslident, getting back to the French, will
-~ will these memos be confined merely to metropolitan France,
or do you go in ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, no, =---

Q. (continuing) --- to the French Empire?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- just metropolitan

Freance.

Q. Metropolitan France?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

Q. Mr, President, what would be the difference, if
any, between the memorandum you speak of, and an agreement?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I don't know. That's a technical-
ity that needn't worry any of us. What is the difference? I
don't know. The question ---

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, is the text of the
memorandum which you read available?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q. Is the text of the memorandum which you read i

available for ---

PR —

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No. I suppose the

State Department has the -- the tentative thing, which was done
in London, and that is the ===

MR. EARLY: (interposing) The text of this memoran-

dum ---
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THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) What?

MR. EARLY: (continuing) --- he refers to the memoran-
dum you just read, Mr, President. _

THE PRESIDENT: No, because it isn't -- it isn't in
shape. .

MR. REARLY: (interjecting) That's right.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I just used that as the
basis of =- of unprepared conversation.

Q. Mr. President, the United States has no objections
to General de Gaulle's plans tﬁ move the capital to -- from
Algiers to metropolitan France as soon as posslble?

THE PRESIDENT: I read it in the papers this morning.
The first I heard about it.

Q. Mr, President, what 1s the next step, now that we
are negotiating these -- these agreements and memoranda?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes?

Q. Any formalizing of your understanding with General
de Gaulle, ===

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

2. (continuing) --- or is there any objective you
are shooting at?

THE PRESIDENT: - It isn't yet formalized. That 1is why
T used "memorandum" instead of agreement.

Qe You aré just drefting the memorandum?

THE PRE?IDENT: Yes, yes.

Q. Mr; President, could it be said there are not any

differences left; that is, the -- all the difficulties have

B T e R N R
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been solved or taken care of?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, if you will put a time limit on
that question, I would say Yes. In other words, all problems
of the -- of the actual fighting for the liberation of France,
I think under this, are pretty well taken ocare of.

Q. Mr. President, could you clarify a little bit the
distinction between military areas and those which have already
been liberated, ao-far 88 ===

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) None of them has been
liberated as -~ as yet, except in the latest situation. About
.one-tenth of one percent of French territory has been occupied
by British and Americen armies. Obviously, there can't be a
civil administration in that area. You have got to get away
.from the fighting. Lines of supply have got to be guarded --
protected.

Q. Mr. President, 1s there any reason why we should
not have a transeript of what you seid in thet first paragraph
explalning this, to be used as a direct quote?

THE PRESIDENT: I think that's for your information.

MR. EARLY: They could refer to Jack's notes, lir.
President.

THE PRESIDENT: All right.

Q. Mr. President, if you would check back -- General
Eisenhower will have the authority to determine what is a
civilian area?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Yes. After we have moved in,

' 1t will be up to Eisenhower personally to say where.
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Obviously, the military has got to decide that, as the further
he goes, the further his line of supplies.

Q. Mr. President, does this atepi%ow give General de
Gaulle authority to issue currency .in the nﬁme of the government
of Frence?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that is -- I would rather -- T
would rather give you something for background on this, because
it 18 -- it is just one of "them" things.

The present French currency that they have been using
over the most of France is the o0ld French currency that has been
issued frnm the printing ﬁraaaas under the domination of the
Germans; and that has been going ‘on for four years, And nobody
has -- the French haven't -- we haven't, and the British haven't
-- any idea of how much of it is out. The printing presses may
have been running just by day; they may have been running by day
and night. Nobody knows how much of that currency 1s outstand-
ing.

And we have issued currency, purely temporary currency,
for the use of the troops -- it's a small percentage of their
pay -- to buy a package of -- I was going to say cigarettes, but
some districts haven't got any cigerettes -- buy a glass of
beer, if they have any, keeping it down to the minimum. That 1is
being used 1n'tha very small area that the troops are in, and
it 1s being -- it 1s being taken.

We are still talking about the advisabllity of issuing

a brand-new Committee currency -- National Committee, I == T

assume & great meny people think it would be easier to issue
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a temporary Nationel Committee currency than to expand the issue
of this temporary currency which the troops are using. So that
8till -- I don't think it has been declded, but there is no
particular reason why -- why the Committee should not issue a -~
& temporary currency which would be interchangeable with ours.

Q. Mr. President, ---

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, from a purely diplo-
matic point of view, does what you said indicate that we now
regard the De Gaulle group as the provisional government of
Frence, =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, =---

%+ (continuing) --- rather than the French Committee
of Liberation?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) -- I didn't say anything
to that effect.

<. Mr. President, does your understanding with De
Gaulle mean now that General Zisenhower is no longer free to
deal with any other French authorities outside of the Committee?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, No. Let -- let me give you an
illustration -- which will probably cleer it up in the simplest
way.

Suppose there ‘is & community which is going -- a town
which 1is golng to -- into a civil erea. The French Committee
will appear before General HEisenhower's committee == he has a
committee handling this, British, French and Americen -- and
suggest the name of somebody who looks all right to go in
there; and in all probability some other people might want
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to ﬁuggaut names., They heve complete freedom to suggest other
nemes of =-- what is it? -- a temporary mayor. On the dooctrine
of the ohance that these people are all right, the Committee's
selection will go through.

Suppose there was an awful row in that town after he
went in. Peace, and absence of any violence would be, of course,
necessary. If he didn't work out, someone would have to get
somebody better to maintaln peace and avoid riots, and so forth
and so on. General Elsenhower, because he is responsible for
the safety of hls rear has the authority, of course, to put in
somebody who would maintein peace, the same way as he would have
the right to put in troops to maintain peace. It's a very --
it's a very simple pfnpasitimn. fha military element 1s of
course paramount, because we want peace in France, not just
throwing the Germans out.

(laughing) Does that answer the question?

Q. Yes, sir.

Qs Mr., President, ---

PETE BRANDT: (interposing) Mr. President, ---

Q. (interposing) Lr. President, can you tell us ---

PETE BRANDT: (continuing) --- what happened to the
frozen French gold under that? Does that remain ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Pete, we didn't even
mention gold.

PETE BRANDT: Those credits that are frozen?

THE PRESIDENT: I know nothing about it.
Q.' Mr, President, was your phrase "the de facto
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authorityn"?
THE PRESIDENT: What?
Q. Was the -- in the memorandum that you read to us

at first, was the phrase "de facto authority of the government

P — _.—_L___._.___._-nl“'

of France"?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.

Q. Mr. President, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What -- what?

Q. IExcuse me, I didn't ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Don't say "Thank you,
Mr. President," because the doors are closed and you can't get
out, (laughter) |

Qe I wasn't going to say "thank you." Why are they
locked, sir? (more laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I have got something else! (more
laughter)

Q. Is 1t an announcement about your fourth term in-
tentions, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you can't tell. 7You are guess-

| ing ageln. You have done it before. This time -~ this time
you are right. (continued laughter)
" Qe Good,

THE PRESIDENT: Did you hear that? (continued
laughter.)

Q. Mr. President, if this is going to be good enough
to lock the doors, will you take it a little slow?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 7You will get it when you get
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out. One reason for closing the doors is that I am very much
interested in the preservation of human life. I am really
interested in cutting down accidents in this country, and if
this group in this room all beat it to the door at the seme
time, probably somebody would get hurt. (laughter)

You go ahead. You had anything else?

Q. No, sir. You go ahead. (loud laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Well, there are two letters here,
one that I got yesterday from Hannegen. (to Mr., Early): Have
you goé these things ready for them?

MR. EARLY: They are ready, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: All right then.- You won't have to
take notes.

(reading): ™Dear Mr. President., As Chairmen of the
Democratic National Committee, it is my duty on behalf of the
Committee to present for its consideration a temporary roll of
the delegates for the Natiuhal Convention, which will convene
in Chicago on July 19, 1944.

| "The National Committee has received from the State
officlals of the Democratic Party certification of the action
of the State conventions, and the primaries in those States,
which select dalégatea in that meanner.

"Based on these officiel certifications to the National

Committee, I desire to report to you that more than a clear

Wait a minute, I want a cigarette. (laughter) Un-

fortunately, this is not a Murad. (more laughter) (Mr,
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Early ligntedrit for him)

Q. Take your time, Mr. President, we are in no
hurry. (more laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: IWhat*s the word? -- nonchalance?
(giving it the French pronunciation)

Q. Clear majority.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing reading): " —-=—-- clear
ma jority of the delegates to the National Convention are legally
bound by the action of their constituents to cast their ballots
for your nomination as President., This action in the several
States is a reflection ---

Q. (interjecting) Louder.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- of the wishes of the
vast majority of the American people that you continue as Presi-
dent in this crucial period in the nation's history.

"I feel, therefore, Mr. President, that it is my duty
as Chairman of the Democratic National Committee to report to
you the fact that the National Convention will during its delib-
erations in Chicago tender to you the nomination of the Party,
as it 1s the solemn belief of the rank and file of Democrats,
as well as many other Americans, that the nation and the world
need the continuation of your leadership.

- "In view of the foregoing, I would respectfully
request that you send to the Convention or otherwise convey to
the people of the United States an expression that you will
again respond to the call of the Pufty and the people. I am

confident that the people recognize the tremendous burdens
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of your office, but I am equally confident that they are deter-
mined that you must continue until the war is won and a firm

basis for an abiding peace among men 1s established. Respect-
fully, Robert E, Hannegan."

And then I dictated this last night. It's rather
- hurried -- aboﬁt the same length.

(reading): ™"Dear Mr, Hannegen. You have written me
that in accordence with the records a majority of the delegates
have been directed to vote for my renomination for the office
of President, and I feel that I owe to you, in candor, a simple

statement of my position.

"If the Convention should carry this out, and nominate

me for the Presidency, I shall accept. If the people elebt me,
I will serve.

"Every one of our sons serving in this war has officers
from whom he takes his orders. Such officers have superior
officers, The President i1s the Commander-in-Chief and he, too,
has hls superior officer -- the people of the United States.

"I would accept and serve, but I would not run, in
‘the usual partisan, political sense. But if the people command
me to continue in this office and in this war, T have as little

right to withdraw as the soldier has to leave his post in the

line.

"At the same time, I think I have a right to say to
you and to the delegates of the coming Convention something

whieh 1is personal -- purely personal.

"For myself, I do not want to run. By next spring,
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I shall have been President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces for twelve years -- three times elected by the people of
this country under the American constitutional system.

“Frum ﬁha personal point of view, I believe that our
economic aystém 1s on a sounder, more human basis than it was at
the time of my first Inauguration.

"It is perhaps unnecessary to say that I have thought
only of the good of the American people. My principal objective,
as you innw, has been the proteatinn of the rights and privil-
eges and fortunes of what has been so well called the average
of American citizens.

"After many years of public service, therefore, my
personal thoughts have turned to the day when I could return to
civil 1ife. All that is within me cries out to go back to my
home on the Hudson River, to avoid public responsibilities, and
to avold also the publicity which in our democracy follows every
step of the Natlon's Chief Executive.

"Such would be my choice. DBut we of this generation
chance to live in a day and hour when our Nation has been
attacked, and when its future existence and the future existence
of our chosen method of government are at stake.

"To win this war wholeheartedly, unequivocelly and as
quickly as we can is our task of the first importance. To win
this war in such a way that there will be -- that there will be
no further world wars in the foreseeable future is our second
objeotive. To provide occupations, and to provide a decent

standard 6r living for our men in the Armed Forces after the
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war, and for all Americans, are the final objectives.

"Therefore, reluctantly, but as a good snldief, X
repeat that I will accept and serve in this office, if I am so
ordered by the Commander-in-Chief of us all -- tne sovereign
people of the United States.™

And that's that. And now, if you will go out quietly
-- (laughter) =-=--

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, there 1is one more
question. What about your talk with Vice President Wallace yes-
terday? Did that have any ---

THE PRESIDENT: (4interposing) No ---

Q. (continuing) --- bearing ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- No. Telked about
China. Now get out! (much laughter)

Q. (hurriedly) Thank you.

(Notebook PC~19 -- Page 45 =-- JR)




026

CONFIDENTIAL
Press and Radio Conference #962

At Whikikié Honolulu, T. H.

July 29, 1944 -- at L.45 p.m.

Q. All in, Mr. President. |

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I just want to say what a pipe
dream this has been. dreatest gight in the world. Think of the
people who would like to change places with you.

Q. What can you tell us of your visit here, your trip,
Mr, President?

THE PRESIDENT: T have had quite a full three days.
Accomplished a great deal. I don't know what the release date
on this will be -- some time In the future. I have seen many
things here. i/here I am going, I cannot tell-you. “When I am
to get back, I cannot tell you. And where I am going on my
return, I don't know. That's a lot of good news, and it can't
be released until I am ready. So you see, you have an awful lot
of informetion.

Qe DMr. President, at that time -- on this H Day --
this distant future, do you plan to report to the Amafican paople
on this future date, say within the next six months, or shall I
sey soon?

THE FPRESIDENT: Yes, soon. I have had important con-
ferences. _I can't tell you much about them now, of course, but
I shall report on them in time. I have had an extremely success-
ful three days. By ocolncidence, I think it was exactly ten years

to the day since my previous visit.

Of course, I find many changes here on the
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military and navael front -- on the service front. I never
Imagined any place could change as much as the Island of Oahu
hes -- change as much as this place has. Today, city-occupied
land extends right up to the military and naval areas. The olty
has gone to the military and navel areas, where a few years

ago the military and navy had to go to the city. There are
smell communities all over the island. Land is scarce, instead
of belng plentiful.

One other thing I noticed. Two and one-half years ago
-=- December, 1941 -- I got fram the Islands a whole great flood
of telegrams asking me to please send food right away. They
thought everybody in the Islands was going to starve. They were
asking for fgod. I sald, "I am frightfully sorry. I haven't
got any food to send you. Haven't got any ships to send it in
if I had it."

So I made the very simple recommendation: grow more.
And the Islands have grown more. As for the necessities of life,
they have been forced to solve their own problem. They have
anlﬁad it, and they have helped, too, by gnt demanding every-
thing from the continent. And I don't notice that anybody has
starved. They've done a good job, and done it out here.

Qe Mr. President, could you -- say to help our
gtories -- describe the purpose of your visit to the Hawaiian
Islands?

THE PRESIDENT: 'lell, as I remember, one of the
objJects of the trip was to look this place over. This is no

longer the outpost of our defense. A few years ago it was. We
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weren't allowed to fortify Guam. Today the outermost points of
our defense line are thousends of miles to the westward. Hawaii
i1s still the main distributing point, but not the outpost. It
i1s our main depot nearest to where we are meeting the enemy in
the Paciflic.

The other thing that we have talked about, of course,
1s the strategic question. I have had two very successful days
with Nimitz, MacArthur and Leahy, talking about future plans.
It's perfectly obvious that any operation has to be planned
ahead. You've seen that -- seen about a particular operation.
And you'll remember that that particular operation was talked
about, and the loglstics of it talked about, for many, many
months before. “Ve've had several ébnrerannes on different ques-
tions. Of course, I cannot go into more details than that.

Q. Within the 1imits of security, can you tell if .
these conferences involved any new offensives against Japan?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q. Soon, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: They have been continuing in feirlvy
regular rrosraese in the last year, and now that we have the
offensive we shall keep it.

Qs Is there anything you can tell'us about the German
situation?

THE PRESTDENT: T don't think I know anything more
about 1t than you do. \

Q. Do you think from what we know about the general
situation that it might become an internal situation?
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’” THE PRESIDENT: That 1s too general a quaatiun; Ve
can all have our own ideas about it.

Q. Do you have any plans at this time for any future
meeting with Mr. Churchill in the Pacific?

THE PRESIDENT: Where? What kind of meeting?

Q. A conference with Mr. Churchill in particular.

THE PRESIDENT: He 1s not here, and I am not expeoted
to meet him here; and my future meeting with him, that is sub-
~Ject to a lot of things.

Qe I would 11ka to ask, for our soldiers in the
Pacific, do you have any ideas, from your observations out here,
of how the morale of the soldiers might be improved?

THE PRESIDENT: 'We have been and we are doing every-
thing we can to keep up the morale. Of course, I haven't been
out to the actual front, but the morale is definitely good, and
we are dolng all that anyone can ask for to keep it up.

Q. Do you have any express message for the troops in
this area?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so, I would have to
write it out beforehend. All that I have done is to ask Genersal
MacArthur on his return to the Southwest Pacific to give my
greetings to our personnel down there, and to tell them that we
are not forgetting them back home, and that we will bring them
back home as soon as we can.

Q. May we quote that?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and I was going to say exactly
the same thing to Richardson and Nimitz.
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Q. At your conference at Casablanca, you gave us a

very fine phrase about unconditional surrender. Are we golng
to make that our goal out here in the Pacific? I wonder if you
could tell us anything about that from your talks here?

THE PRESIDENT: There 1s nothing I can tell you,
except that at Casablanca I made no differentiation between our
European enemy and our Far Eagtarn enemy. The same thing

epplies to Japan.
Q. And the goal with Japan is still unoconditional

surrender?

THE PRESIDENT: Still is with everybody. Just for
background -- it means no quotes from me, but merely to give you
an idea to keep in your heads to ;.Hrita in your story -- there
has been a good deal of complaint among some of the nice, high-
minded people about uncondifinnal surrender, that if we changed
the term "unconditional surrender,"” Germany might surrender more
quickly.

Mr. Churchill and I have made no modification of the
terms of uncondltional surrender.

They complain that 1t is too tough and too rough. I
will explain it & little this way. .

Back in 1365, Lee was driven into a corner back of
Richmond, at Appomattox Court House. His army was practlically

starving, had had no sleep for two or three deys, his arms were

practically expended.
So he went, under a flag of truce, to Grant. Lee had

u:lmlnala to Grant thinking about his men. He asked Grant for his
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terms br surrender.

Grant sald, "Uncondlitional surrender."”

Lee sald he couldn't do that, he had to get some
things. Just for example, he had no food for more than one meal
for his army. =

Grant said, "That is pretty tough."

Lee then said, "My cavalry horses don't belong to us,
they belong to our officers and they need them back home.™

Grant said, "Unconditional surrender.”

Lee then said, "All right. I surrgpdar," and tendered
his sword to Grant.

.Grgnt sald, "Bob, put it back. Now, do you uncondition-
ally surrender?"

Lee said, "Yes."

Then Grant sald, "You are my prisoners now. Do you
need food for your men?"

Lee said, "Yes. I haven't got more than enough for
one meal more." _

Then Grant said, "Now, about those horses that belong
to the Confederate officers. Why do you wantlthsm?"

Lee said, "We need them for the spring plowing."

Grant sald, "Tell your offlicers to take the animals
home and do the spring plowing."

There you have unconditional surrender. I have given
you no new term. e are human belngs -- normal, thinking
human beings. That 1s what we mean by unconditional surrender.

Qe The fact is that unconditional surrender
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still stands?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Practically every German denies

the fact they surrendered in the last war, but this time they
are going to know 1it.

And so are the Japs. AR

Q. Is that to damunatrafa the fact that eventually
we may have to feed the liberated In all these countries?

THE PRESIDENT: We willl help them get back on their
feet physically. We don't believe in wholesale starvatiocn.

Q. This 1is no longer background, Mr. Presidant?.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, this 1s still background. But
it doesn't mean that we will send the first spare food that we
have into Germany. 'We wlll teke care of our own and our Allies
first.

Q. The possibility of bringing war criminals to
Justice for the atrocities they have comritted against our men
and people, have you anything to say about that now?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think anything can be given
out on that now about Europe or Japan. It's a little premature.
Premature -- that's a good word to use.

Q. This is probably the wrong place to bring up this
subject, but have you had any word from your running mate,
Senator Truman?

THE PRESIDENT: Very nice telegram from him,

Q. On the record, sir?’

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I would show you a copy, but
i've already had it filed away. It's not handy.
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Q. Have you been in communication with Hannegan or
Truman?

THE PRESIDENT: No, Jjust the one telegram from Truman,

Q. Is there anything you can tell us about your plana_

for 1944%
THE PRESIDENT: The Good Lord is considerate again,

as I have no plans.

Q. When General MacArthur.was about to leave the.
Philippines, I recall he sald samething to the general effect
that "I will return." 1In view of the setting of this meeting
with him, is there anything that you could tell us? Is that
true now?

THE PRESIDENT: The only thing I could say in answer
to that questlion, in answer to any direct question, would be
such as to possibly give the enemy an inkling as to which way
we are goling. We are going to get the Philipﬁines back, and
without question General MaciArthur will take a part in it.
Whether he goes direct or not, I can't say.

Q. Can we say that General MacArthur will return to
the Philippines?®

THE PRESIDENT: He was correct the day he left
Corregidor, and I told him he was correct. Remember, I came out
and said it then?

Q. When I say General MacArthur, I mean that we shall

return to the Philippines.
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, and General MacArthur shall take

part'
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Q. Mr. President, from your conferences here, will

there be any emphasis or speedup in the conduct of tl;u war?

THE PRESIDENT: Neither one nor the other.

Q. Were you reviewing or ra—eatahiiahing strategy?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you review or re-establish
strategy about once a week as you go along, it's jJust normal
procedure. DBut it was very useful, this perticular conference.
I think it was one of the most important we have held in some
time. T found it was awfully hard to get along without it,

- because I haven't talked in person with General MacArthur in the
past seven years -- have not seen him for seven years. He was
then my Chief of Staff in Weshington.

Q. What can you tell us of the impressions you
gathered from your survey ‘nr the local situation?

THE PRESIDENT: Perfectly wonderful. What has been
done here is almost beyond belief. And to see the speed of do-
ing it! I don't know how long you young people have been in-tha
service, but in the older days, say we could do a particular Job
in six months. Today, when the same sort of Job comes up, it
can be done 1in a much shorter time., That speed of doing things
is the one thing about Pearl Harbor that has impressed me most
-=- today's speed as compared with that of two years agn..

Q. Dldn't you say at Schofleld the other day that
this area ﬁ'a'g shown greater Inventive genius than any other?

THE PRESIDENT: I think that is correct. I have never

seen a8 much done anywhere as I have here. For example, take

Hiockhem Field. Ten yeers ago there was nothing much there

(-
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but a swamp. Look at it now!

Q. Why do you think that United States soldiers havu
been able to beat the Japenese at their own game of atoll and
Jungle fighting?

THE PRESIDENT: Perhaps it sounds like a little bit
of boasting, but it 1s the difference between our type of ocivil-
ization and our type of fellow, and their type of civilization
and fellow. We will take them on at any game, war or pleasure,
‘and beat them at it.

Q. May we quote that?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but check it first.

Q. Do you, Mr. Presldent, view the situation in China
as serious at the present time -- the military situation?

THE PRESIDENT: T believe about a month ago I said I
wesn't satisfled with the progress in Chine. I think I can say
that the general situation seems to be a little better now, and
strateglcally the situation 1s no worse. There is still a long
ways to go. TIt's a big country. The mere size of the country
presents a problem. In getting things in, we have to cross the
highest mountains in the world.

@« There was some discussion about whether or not

- there was a prospect of another major war in the Orient to
defeat Japan. Anything more about that?

THE PRESIDENT: We are going to do whatever it requires.
We are going right through with 1t to clean up Japan. I
wouldn't call it another major war. Just carrying this war
through to a finish. The battlefields have not been chosen
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yet. DBut we are ready for them wherever they come.

Q. Many of our people have no Adafinite idea of the

size qf this place.
THE PRESIDENT: It's a little_bit late. So many of

them don't understand geography. The size of the Pacific
doesn't mean anything to them. They duﬁ't understand the
immensity of it. e are conducting military operations from
Hawall at a great dlstance from our west coast, at a distance

from Hawail farther than from New York to Normandy -- a terrific

distance. 22

e are dolng many other things here, too, that the

beople back home don't realize, like flying in the wounded from

Saipan, the wounded who had been taken down to one of the other

islands by ship and flown .directly into Pearl Harbor. And at

R WY R TR .

the hospitals! Look what modern science is doing today. e
couldn't have done that under the most modern of conditions two
years ago. Today, we are dolng it.

£nd we have control of the ocean -- have to have it
to get the wounded ships back here from areas some two thousand
miles away. Illany of them come directly to Pearl Harbor to get
repalrs. Thst doesn't mean that we have one hundred percent
control of the ocean. The enemy still picks off an occasional
ship of ours. But essentlially we are in control. It 1s a much
greater distance from our west coast to the actual fighting
front in the Paclific than 1t 1s fram our east coast to the

fighting front in France.
I think the average American comlng to Hawaii 1is
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perfectly amazed at what we are duiﬁg right here -- the workings
of the three services. You've got to see these things with your
own eyes. I have been here before, and I am emezed. I have seen
all the plans -- plans for the buildings -- but T had to see 1t
to visualize 1it.

Q. 'Who have been the principal figures in your strat-
egical conferences here? '

THE PRESIDENT: Admirals Leahy and Nimitz, General
Macﬂrthu:, Admirals Ghormlej.and Halsey, and General Richardson.
You know Admirel Leahy is a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff;
and Admiral Nimitz is the naval officer in command of the
Pacific. General lMacArthur is the Army officer in command of
the Southwest Pacific.. S0 these three tie right in with the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Admiral Leahy alsc tles in with the
Combined Chiefs of Staff (United States and British) and myself,

Q. General Richardson, did he figure in these confer
ences?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but only on the local situation.
So did General Buckner, who is in charge of the Aleutians, the

!

Northwest Area.
Q+ Do you know of any particular problems at home?

THE PRUSIDENT Nothing at all. Nothing developing.
&. Thank you, Mr. President.

(reported by Lieut. "m. Rigdon)
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CONFIDENTIAL .
Press and Radio Conference ;963
Held On The Train En Route to Wlashington, D. C.

August 15, 1944

(the President opened the press conference
by telling the story of Admiral Brown and

his 1ittle "low," as follows:)

(On the train in North Dekota, August 14, 1944. "lary
Hed A Little Lamb -- 1944 Version")

Shortly after leaving Honolulu, clear blue sky, celm
sea, no wind, there appeared over the horizon a cloud as small
as a man's hend. It saw us and approached slowly.

It turned out to be one of those rather rare animals
known as & "low." The party was on deck, and as soon as the
"low" saw us it recognized Rear Admiral ilson BErown, U.S.MH.,
and headed straight for us,

e cannot shake it off,

It smiled all over, circled us seversl times and took

e position just off the stern. It followed us all night and |

the next day and the next.

After three more days, we reached Adek, where it went
ashore and played happily in the weke of Admirel Brown. 'Jith

it came wind and rain and fog.

We all realized that it was a nlce little cloud but
to be accompanied everywhere by a "low"was getting to be mono-

tonous. Its presence became so persistent that the tug boats

were prevented by it from pulling us off the dock. In other
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words, it was an annoying "low." Our expert said it would pass us
to the eastward.and finally when it went off to gamble on the
horizon for & few minutes, we got under way and hed only been
headed for Kodiak for an hour or two when the little‘"lnw“

turned up again from nnwhafa and accompanied us. All the way

to Kodiak it hovered around us, end while it was kind enough to
‘run away wnile-we-c&ught a fish, there it was back esgain all

the rest of the day, and all the next day, and accompanied us
in . to Auk Bay.

By unanimous cursing, we persuaded it to go away while
we caught some more fish, and the sun actually came out. But
having transferred to a destroyer, Admiral Brown seemed to be
somewhat worried, and sure enough his little "low appeared again
that evening. Ile was so glad to see it that it never left us.
We think that he fed it surreptiously under the table.

It was with us all the way down the Inland Passage day
after day, and actually followed us into the Fuget Sound Navy
Yard., ‘e pleaded with the Admirsl to say goodbye and leave 1%t
there. He sald he would do his best, and we think he did do his
best, but to no avail.,

Iﬁ the late afternoon we went to Seattle and boarded
the train, and to bur horror the next morning after we woke up
across the Cascade llountains, there was the little "low" follow-
ing us. It kept on going all the way into liontana and the fol-
lowing day across liontane and into North Dakota.

What can we do about it?

The trouble is that it has lots of friends in the
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party.' For Instance, it has encouraged Admiral lLicIntire to use
a new word with almost every sentence. If we Eannnt see the
horizon, we are told 1t 1s an occluded front. It seems to me
that is a very long word to epply to a little lamb or a little
"low." Anna and the girls had never seen an occlusion. They
think it is just a nauticael term for bad weather, and we tell
them that it is just an o0ld Navy custom.

So here we are approaching the Twin Cities, and we
have got the bright 1dea that Admirsl Brown should continue to
feed his little "low," and bring it with us all the way to
Washington. Washington needs a little "low," and so we must
never forget that Wilson had a little "low" and write a new

children's book about it.

Qe ¥Yhy did we not go on further north, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: The reason was, I thought I would go
on further west which is a closed area, strictly closed, nut.
Kiska way.

we. hen we saw the storles out of the Aleutiens, we

gnashed our teeth.

THE PRESIDENT: ell, they were so happy to file those

stories. Sitting way up there, week after week, and month after
month, they were really happy to publish then.

<+ Not that we suffered any in Seattle.

&+ I would trade the Seattle train yards for a good

little "low."

. One of our men was in Alasks from Seattle when
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the story came out, and it was the first time since the war that
the censors had allowed Adak to be mentioned, or the warehouses.
You could, up to that time, mention anything but the warehouses.

THE PRESIDENT: I did not mention it because Adak is
within very easy flying range of the Japanese. From Attu and
the outer isles, it is only 600 miles to the Kuriles. e were
less than 250 miles from Attu.

4+ Why have the Japs not come over?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. They did see a submarine
off Kodisk about fifty days before I was there, and we think we
got her.

<« What is their explanation for no Jap air blows?

THE PRESIDENT: The question 1s, have they got any
plenes to make the complete trip? 'fe are running into that same
thing in Germeny. I suppose if you were in i‘urope you would
get half-a-dozen guesses.

<+ Do the Husslans say anything about their destruc-
tion?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Zxcept we are destroying them as
fast as they are being built. Another possibility is they have
turned a lot of thelr plane factories into these fly}ng bomb
things.- }

%+ In our raids of attrition on Japan, are not we

knocking down more planes than they can build?

THE PRESIDENT: There again, everybody's guess has
been wrong on Jap planes. You can neke only a guess. ‘Jhen

the war started, our best intelligence was the Japs could
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build -- the Army said -- 250 a month. The Navy said 350, and
I said they were crazy and I put the figure at 400. Actuelly,
today -- and thls is purely a guess =-- I think the Japanese,
glving them two years in which to build up their manufacturing,
could turn out between 1,000 and 1,500 a month. But this is
purely a guess. e have been knocking them down more than the
250 a month. Thelr flyers are not so good as the first flyers
they have encountered.

@ Ulir, Presldent, for our going-home stories, what
are some of the things you plan on top of your schedule, when
you get back?

THE PRESIDENT: ZFor once, the editorial desks are
pretty good. The edltorisl in the Star was pretty good about
the defense of the Pacific. It is in my room on my bed. I
think that editorial i1s just about as good about the defense of
the future as any I've seen; and I especlally call attention to
the fact we have the wherewithal -- the planes and the ships.

It is our duty to defend Central and South America on the Paclific
side just as much as on the Atlantic side, and not jué; the
lionroe Doctrine. That in a way enters into it, but there is a
common sense ﬁrocadure. /e could not let any enemy in the Pec-
ific get a footholﬁ any more than we would want anybody from

the Buropean or African to get a foothold.

%+ As & result of what you have seen, do you plan any
special conferences on the Pacific?

THE PRESIDENT: I hold them all the time. That really

ig -- on the Pacific == not much that goes before the Combined
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Staffs. I am not talking about the Burma, I am talking about the
air and troops and control in the Pacific, but it is not to be
confused with Mountbatten's command. Those decisions, because
relatively speaking, we are a great deal stronger and have more
in there than the Allies -- Australia and New Zealend. That,
of necessity, is our present responsibility, decided by the
Joint Staffs, who meet right ealong, instead of going to London
to talk with the British about it.

%+ I assume, too, when you get back, that you will
see the Congressional Leaders right away?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, when I can.

2. llarshall and King?

THZ PRESIDENT: Yes. The Secretary of State and the
Secretary of War -- the Secretary of the havy 1s away -- I will
see within the next three days. Because then, off the record,
I hope to go up to Hyde Park for three or four days.

%+ 1iow about Truman?

HE PRESIDENT: He is in Washington, and I will see

Iir, President, will you be in town for the Cab-
inet meeting?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think I will have one.
Q. How about the Pacific ar Council?
THS PRESIDENT: I don't believe I can work it in. I
probably will be away.

@s What heppened to the Pacific ﬁar Council? It

has not met since Gairq and Teheran.,
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, so meny have been away. The

Australian Prime lMinister was here, and we could not arrange it
because tqo many people were away. In effect, while we have
not had a formal maeting_wa have been in quite close touch.
Freser and Curtin have been in touch, but no meeting. Perfect-
ly obvious.

Q. DMr. President, do you know of any special domestic
things walting for you at home?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I don't think so. The only

thing I will have to do, as soon as I get home, is this bill

Tfor relief of the unemployed. One is the Kilgore Bill. The
other is the George Bill.

<+ #hat do you think of this situation, not comment-
ing directly on the bills, but on the need?

THE PRESIDENT: That is something you cannot tell,
what the need will be, Eut you have to be prepared if the need
arises.' |

And then, of course, there 1s one phase that I cannot
comment on directly, but I could talk about it off the record
but for background -- that is a good one, off the record but for
background. Being somewhat of a philosopher, it always amuses
me -- it ought to be divorced fron politics -- and it is dasmn
hard to do it. Xor eleven years I have been up ageinst & prob=-
lem raised by both Republicans and Democrats.

With thelr right hend they hoist the fla, for State's

rights, "This is a terrible situation and something has got to

be done about it. 'le don't want the Federal Government to do
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it. 'le want the States to do it." And everybody applauds.
Then with the left hand, they say, "There is a crying need,
and something has got to be danat Will the Federal Government
glve us the momney?"

I am being purely philosophical about it. It cuts
ecross both parties. '/hat they want 1is all the money in the
world to take care of the unemplayed. But they want to take
care of the unemployed in the sevéral States.

The answer is this. If you heve -- there are no prop-
erty values in Georgia. They are so low that the taxes which
the State receives are barely able to run the government in
the State of Georgia. For example, around Jarm Springs, I think
the principal of the “/arm Springs School -- & man -- zets ;400
a year, and I think the teachers get from 3200 to 3350 a year.,

d. They eat well.

TiE PRESIDENT: They all eat well, and they drink
pretty well, too, if you don't mind corn whiskey.

In Georgia, 1f you left those thrown out of work to
the. State of Georgla, they would have to gnlin debt. I suppose
they might give them ten dollars a month. One of the fellows
mentioned, "What ebout the fellow in the next foxhole?" And
you are a great friend of the fellow in the next foxhole., e
can afford in New York State to pay him thirty dollars a month.
Take two people in Detroit, thrown out of work at the end of
the war -- intiwmete friends living together, getting the same
wages -- one fellow goes back to Georgla and is peid very little,

while in New York we pay him thirty dollars a month.
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Qe In the same philosophical sense, you mean the
Governor of New York can afford to shout "State's rights" be-

cause he has a surplus?

THE PRESIDENT: Because he has Governor Lehman's
surplus. (laughter)

Q. "hat do you think can be done about 1it?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know., I em going to study
it. But it is being mede an issue of, State's rights. Either
the States are coming to the Federal Government for money, Or

one State 1s going tu.pay ten dollars and the next State

thirty dollﬁrs.
2. ‘/hat about the labor situetion? There have been

two or three flare-ups{

THE PRESIDANT: There again, off the record but for
background, you will see between now and the 7th of November
an increasing number of plants that we have to take over. Need
I ask why?

ke Yes, you do.

THE PRESIDENT: Because every labor dispute you can
come to there will be a strike crisis. You take this truck
situation. It was the employers and not the men. It is going
to be fomented. Obviously for political reasons. You will see
between now and November 7th en outbreak of a great many strikes.
Again the philosopher.

<+ What cen you do to head those off?

THE PRESIDENT: Not one demn thing. Because essen-

tially they are political strikes or lockouts.
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Q. If they get severe enough, can't you identify
them?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Only a Westbrock Pegler could
identify & thing like that.

Q. Will he identify those particular strikes?

THE PRESIDENT: He will not! (laughter)

Q. Are there any liessages to Congress developing?

TH¥ PRESIDENT: No. |

@« Anything about the trip?

THE PRESIDENT: No.
<+ Do you know what your total mileage will have
been?

IHE PRESIDENT: “ell, it's 3,000 across the country;
2,200 to Hewaii; 2,200 to Adak; from fdsk back via Kodiak and
Juneau another 2,200; back to Seattle and 3,000 across.,

Q. About 14,500 miles is what we estimated it.

Q. Considering the mileage that we drove on Oshu,
can't we get a 15,000 mileage? 7Je must have driven 300 miles
Oor more.

THE PRESIDENT: I would say, all in all, about 16,000
miles.

2. Is this your longest absence from ‘fashington --

five weeks?
THE PRESIDENT: No. Teheran was-more than thirty
days.

<+ Teheran was from Armistice Day, and you got back

on the 17th of December. This is a five-weeks trip,-and
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Teheran was, I think, sbout 36 or 37 days.

THE PRESIDENT: Of course, Congress was away most of
the time. That was one of my speeches in Adak which you cannot
print. I said I have to go back to Washington -- this was in
the liess Hall with all the enlisted men -- I have to go back
not because I have anything to do, but because Congress is

sitting. (laughter)

3. Have you had any political communications other

*

than that telegram from Senator Trumanf?

THE PRESIDENT: No.,

%+ I judge you have been aware of some of the c¢ritic-
ism in the paper?

THE PRESIDENT': No. ‘What did they say?

Q. That the whole trip is politicel, 1s the point of
a numﬁer of columns.,

THE PRESIDENT: ell, they must know better than I
do. (laughter)

3. Anything we can say about a future meeting with
Prime kiinister Churchill? The summer is nearly gone and there
are only two seasons left.

THi PRESIDEHT: Don't use it, but the answer is not
quite yet. You cﬁnnct use that for securlty reasons.

%« hat could we use generally? That has come up
speculating.

THii PRESIDENT: I don't know. I don't see why you
should not say this. It has been our custom ever since we got

in the war to meet about once every six months, and purely on
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e speculative basis we have now on the development of the landing
in France -- and what we will get tonight is the landing in
Southern France -- we have landed which is a very important opera-
tion. DBoth of those things have been launched. Anybody knows
any major operation takes a hell of & long time. It seems
reasonable to supfose that it is time for us to meet agaln very
soon to talk over the next steps which of course have to be
prepared for. I think that is all right. I think it is all
right to put it on that basis.

%+ The recurrence of stress inside Germany, coupled
with the repid allied progress in Frence, does it add up to any-
thing yet?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Not yet.

-y

%+ Have you gotten anything you feel sure of on that |

Germen thing? I mean honestly.
THE PRESIDENT: I haven't ﬁhe Taintest l1dea. I hope.

that there will be more trouble inside of Germany itself. But

it is purely on a basis of wishing. No human being knows. It

may turn out to be wishful thinking. Obviously, the quicker

there 1s trouble in Germeny, the faster the war will progress.

Of course, if I were -- what is the name of the best war writer? ,

. == llajor George Fielding sliot. I think he is the best writer ~
on the war, Hé keeps his mind on the war, and does not go trav- i
eling on. e 1s way ahead of "'alter Lippmenn, who hes not |
thought about these things as Eliot has,

If I were George Fielding &liot -- this is just for

background -- I would write an article on the psychology of
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the Germans'-- nﬁt just the German people but the German command.
ieally, ever since the last war they quit just before any enemy
got into Germeny, and I still think there is a good deal in it.

I don't think they will make any lest-dlitch defense around
Berlin., I think it is a characteristic of the Germans to throw
up the sponge instead of dying fighting. They do not want .

Germany over-run by the enemy. That is one reason why I have:

felt that Germany would not quit, or maybe they might revolt
from the inside until they were driven back to the boundaries
of Germany. Of course, that can happen from both sides.

¢+ Will we let them quit then?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Nothing like last time. That 1s
out. That was a gift from God and General Toch. 4And the only
man who stood out among them was Generel Pershing. I we let
them get away with it this time the next generation will tell
us they have won the war, _

ws e would like to use that.

%e LVEn thoﬁgh Germany were to quit, even though we
get to her borders, we are still goling into Germany?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes,

Qo .ﬁnd the same thing epplies to Jeapan?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

@« That is & reiteration of unconditional surrender?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

<+ Do you think the American people will need much
salesmanship on the Pacific front when Germeny falls?

THE PRESIDEH&: You heve been on the Coast more
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than I havé.

@, I don't think there is any question about out
there, but in the East, I mean.

THE PRESIDENT: Do the job instead of half the Jjob.
Because if we let Japan go on and do this thing in another
twenty years, the psychological effect would be that if Japan
zets away with it, a lot of people would ;tart imagining that
Japan did not really get licked.

3. Ve judge from your speech your idea 1s that once
we defeat Japan we should build at least a figurative fence
around Japan until we have proof that shé can live with us.

Is that right?

THi PRESIDENT: Just because you cannot trust them --
even if T had & complete F.B.I. there it would get you nowhere.

<. Do you think the Russians will cooperate with us
in meintaining that fence?

TH PRESIDENT: Yes., That is why I said off the
record 1t would not do to have it attributed to me to say the
Russians ﬁguld hop in on our side as soon as we win. Off the
record, I think she will, but I cannot prove 1t. I know that
Russia wants to bﬁild up Siberie and put an enormous population
in there. Talk fo Rogs about it. He was on the 0ld ALBANY

after the last war, in 1919, and we had quite & number of ships

Taf

up there, and we saved Siberia from the Japs at that time. e
?
were supporting old H _ “and his army against the advancing

Bolsheviks -- some forty or fifty thousand. Actually, we came

damn close to fighting the Japs ourselves. They were throwing
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troops into Siberia but literally we saved Russia from the Japs.
.E?i1lﬂihﬂ 721 .
e were trying to keep old ma in power, 1if we had

not done it, the Japs would have put in there and grabbed it
from the Bolsheviks. A most wonderful country four or five
hundred miles from Vladivostok -- more like the west coast
country.

9. Vladivostok woulﬁ be within fighter range of
Japan, would it not?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

There are all kinds of tningsl to prove what I mean.

I was approached about 1939 about the outbreak of the war by
the Japs, who asked to meke an elliance and sasgreement with then
to go into 3iberia and take it away from the Russians. This
was an honest proposal. And then we would divide it up for the
process of colonization and all the concessions of military,
and so forth. That is the kind of they.have.

| X+ Iias there been a legltimate veace offer 1in thls
war? Anything resembling one?

TEX PRESIDENT: No. Not a thing. The Pope makes a
speech every once in a while, and says we ought to have peace
and stop fighting. The only thing we have had was the collapse
of Italy.

Q. At Bremerton you made an lnterpolation -~ something
about voluntery censorship. I missed it.

THEE PRESIDENT: I just said appreciation of the press
and radio, that they had not broken anything. Actually, I got

word from Steve that a great many people had written letters

052
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home. That is why we broke the story. A lot of papers were
getting individuals coming into their offices saying, "Will you
look what my boy has just written me from Pearl Harbor, theat
the President was there and is going to the Aleutians?" Only
one paper printed it.

%« hat paper was that?

THE PRESIDENT: A paper In Texas. llust have been a
slip-up on the part of the ﬂfmy censors. You couldn't censor

every letter, however.

2. There was a letter back in San Francisco by the
time we got there. There was & strict block on the mail while

we were over there.

(teken by Dorothy Brady)
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