CONFIDENTTAL
Press and Radio Conference #968
Held on the Parapet at The Citadel in Quebec, Canada

September 16, 1944, at about 3.45 p.m., e.W.t.

(this is a joint press conference of the
- President, Prime Minister Winston Churchill
of Great Britain, and Prime Minister W. L.

Mackenzie King of Canada)

(three chairs were placed against the wall
in the shade. The President sat in the
center, with Prime Minister Churchill on
his right, and Prime Minister Mackenzie
King on his left)

(e warm and sunny afternoon)

MR. EARLY: Here they come. (the newspapermen)

Q. Here's the invasion.

MR. BARLY: Here they come.

PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL: (to Mrs. Churchill and
Princess Alice walking by) Don't go away. Stop here. Why are
they going away? They're being hustled away. They would be
interested to hear. Tell Mrs. Churchill to come back. (they

diad)

(Prime Minister Churchill got up and went over

and spoke to the newspapermen, after whioh
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they made the semi-cirole wider around the
three principals, and sat ocross-legged on
the floor)

MRS. CHURCHILL: (aside) I can think of lots of

things to say.

PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL: (to the newspapermen)

That's better.

THE PRESIDENT: Ah, that's better.
Q. There's Fala. (trotting unconoernedly into the

semi-ocircle)

MRS, CHURCHILL: I think I ought to be behind and out

of the way.

MR. EARLY: No, no -- you're all right.
Q. Here we are sitting on the floor.

(more commotion from newsreel cameras and

-flash bulbs)

Q. I hope none of them fall off that wall,

Q. Who 1s throwing those flash bulbs?

Q. Please get down, please,

PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL: (to a tall newspaperman)

They want you to hadge back there, if you ocan. You're in the
line of fire. C(Clouding the rain. (laughter) ’

THE PRESIDENT: Who gives us the ocue?
Q. What?
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Q. All in. (laughtuf)

Q. I believe it's all right to start, sir.

PRIME MINISTER MACKENZIE KING: The President will pro-
ceed to address you. ' |

VOICES: Sh - sh - sh.

THE PRESIDENT: The Prime Minister of Canada asked me
to address you in a formal manner, but we have never done a thing
like that before in a press conference yet, and I hope I won't
have to begin -- (more ories of "Sh - ah") -- in Quebec.

This 1s a press conference, I am told, in the usual
manner ---

VOICES: (interposing) Down -- down therse.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- limited as usual, in
Quebeo, to the principal speakers, not to the correspondents.

In other words, it's -- no questions will be asked of us, which
I think we are all agreed is rather nice for us. (laughter)

The conference -- the outstanding fact is that this con-
Terence has t.qkun less time, less argument, and a camplete |
unanimity, faster and more easily, than any conference that we
have had yet, and this I think is the tenth or the eleventh.,

We have been very happy to come back to Quebec, and t.nr
be the guests of the Governor General -- in this most delightful
of spots -- and the Prime Minister, and I thinkl to a large degree
the people of Canada. We have been very happy these past few
'dayu. I wish T did not have to g0 away, but we both have to ==

. very soon.

We have taken up all mamner of things, east ---
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Q. (interposing) Could you make it slower, Mr.
President, please? g
THE PRESIDENT: What? "

Q. Slower, sir? |

Q. (adding) And louder?

THE PRESIDENT: (ocontinuing) (laughing) --- east and
west. We have reached not only a complete unanimity, but we
have made plans as far as any persons can make plans today.

You know how fast things are moving, over on the -- the German
front, and also what good progress we have made in the Pacific.
On these matters we have had many talks about the next major

operation. We are not giving a date to the time when they will

begin, because we are not willing, yet, to put a specific date
on the surrender of Germany. We hope it will come. The quicker
the better.

When that ends, the Allies are golng to start in to do
as fast a job as they possibly can in the war against Japan.
The Prime Minister and ourselves are in accord to work it to-
gether -- our armies, our navies and our air -- in bringing the
war against Japan to a quiock conclusion.

And in that I may say that we are all looking forward
‘to having the Dominion teke part in that war. We are making
plans already for that particular operation. We in the United
States have been fighting alongside of the Canadiens, and we are
going to keep on fighting alongside of them all the way across
the Paocific, until the empire of Japan surrendera. In other
words, we are going to see this thing through together. We
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are going to make ocertain of ending barberimm in the Pacifioc.

On those operations, we have to remember a simple
thing, and that is at a distance not of three thousand miles but
of nearly six thousand miles, a new element enters into the
conduct of that war, the element of what we call in the staff
oircles logistios. We cannot order a mavy or any part thereof
to a sector of the Paoific, or a landing, or an army, or an
air force to a given point, without taking care of them when
Ithay get there. In other words, we have to provide fuel and food
and emmunition of all kinds to maintain the ceampaign once we

have orossed the ocean. That means endless planning, as you

know.
I note -- and you ocan leave this off the reocord, irf

you want to -- that there has been some discussion of individuals,
of who will command in the Pacific. I go back to certaln ococas-
ions in Washington when I pleaded with people to look at theilr
map.

There are three major commands in the Pacific today.
One is the command under Lord Mountbatten, who was here last
year; another is the extreme southern one under General
MacArthur; and the third is the command of the floating part of
the operations under Admiral Nimitz, whose headquarters are in
Hawaii. 7You will recognize, of course, that because of the dis-
tances involved all the way to Ceylon, all the way to Australia
and New Zealand, and all the way north to the Aleutlans, and
all the territory in -- in between, 1t 1lsn't a question of one
person rumning the whole show. Human beings are not uapnﬁla
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of transferring themselves mentally to the conduct of large
operations during that whole -- over that whole distance.

And, therefore, I might say that the impressions some
people have got, that we talked abnuy the problem of command of

the Pacifio, unfortunately arose purely from the imegination.
We haven't talked about thq problems of command once. I think
this is the first time that anybody has ever mantinnudlit. And
that -- that 1s -- that 1s worth the searching thought, that
geography is still a major science.

Qe Mr. President, 1s that off the record? I didn't
quite understand =--

THE PRESTIDENT: (interposing) If you went to, I
would like to put it on thé record -- you can put it on the
record. I didn't mean it as a slam at anybody, but there has
been so much disoussion in the papers about -- talking about
the supreme command, that it i1s only failr to say that this is
the first time that it has been mentioned.

PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL: That is all right.

THE PRESIDENT: What? 7Yes. You can leave it on the
record, 1f you want to.

On this question of logistics, we have been unnfruntaej
primarily with the problem of finding room and opportunity for
marshalling all the Allied forces against Japan. It isn't a
question of numbers. We have got plenty of numbers of people,
we have plenty of materiels located a1l over the world. The
diff ioulty inrto bring together the men and the materials at the
point of contact with the enemy. All of us want to be
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engaged, and it is a very small front -- 80 much sea space, 80
much land space -- that we find it difficult to use all of the
opportunities of men and munitions that we have.

I don't think that there is anything else that I can
say, except to repeat that there has been an extraordinary
unanimity. We planned as far as people ocan plan for the future
in days like these, when things are happening -- new things

are happening -- every day, and every week.

We are awfully glad to have been here again, It 1s
bnnoming a little like home to us, and we belleve -- I think
that Prime Minister Churchill and T belleve that Quebec is the
ideal spot for one of these conferences, especlally when we
have Prime Minlster King and the Governor General as our
hosts.

PRIME MIﬁISTER CHURCHILL: Mr, President and gentlemen,
i & haré haan preﬂﬂing the Presldent for several weeks to let us
have another meeting. Our affairs are so intermingled, our
troops are fighting in the line together, and our plans for the
Tuture are so interwoven that it 1s not possible to conduct
these great affalirs and to fulfill these large, combined plans
without frequent meetings between the principals, haﬁwuan the
heads of fhu guvarnmsnts,-and also between the high off icers on
each side, It 1s nearly nine months since we were together in
Cairo, and I felt that a further conference wﬁa much overdue.

_ It 18 a year since we met haré. Well, no one can say
that the conference last year was simply of an idle and agree-
able character. (laughter) Out of it ceme decisions which
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are now engraved upon the monuments of history. Out of it oame
arrangements by whioch the vast armies were hurled aocross the
sea, foroced their way on shore in the teeth of the enemy's fire
and fortification, broke up his armed strength and liberated,
almost ﬁu if by enchantment, the dear and beautiful land of
France, so long held under the corroding heel of the Hun,

All this took its being in our meeting last year, and
was carried to a higher and finer point by the subsequent con=-
versations at Teheran, in which our Russian ally took pert.

This conference has met under happier ausplces than
any other we have had. We cannot but feel that onelarge part
of our tasks 1s steadily and surely approaching completion. The
completion of that task leads to other problems of a military
and quasi-military character, which have to be understood in
common by the two great western powers, in order that the events
which will follow the suppression of all resistance by Germany
may seem to wear the seme aspeot of design as have been -- have
been -- as have the military operations the -- the -- the --

themselves.
But that is not the whole nor even the main part of

our work. We have had to oconsider the extraordinarily complioca-
ted processes by whioh, after the downfall and unconditional
surrender of the Nazl power, the enormous forces now gathered
in Europe can be applied in as large a degree as possible, with
as much shrewdness as possible, and as soon as possible, to

the reduction of the fighting ocapacity of Japan, and to bend
that evil and barbarous nation to the will of those they
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have outraged, and at whose feet they will presently be
suppliant. :

\ A ourious feature in this conference has struck me.
I read some of the papers when I am over here, these great big
papers about an Iinch thiock -- (laughter) -~ very different from
the little sheets with which we get on in Great Britain. I
read these papers, and I see from time to time suggestions that
the British wish to shirk their obligations in the Japanese war,
and to throw the whole burden onto the United States.

And that aatnniﬁhad me very much, because as a matter
of fact, the --the conference has been marked by exactly the
opposite tendency. If there was any point of difference which
had to be adjusted, it was that we undoubtedly felt that the
United States meant to keep too much of it to themselves --
(Laughter) -- and -- or some of them did -- some of the repre-
sentatives.

But I am glad to say we have arrived at thoroughly
amicable agreement, and that Great Britain with her fleet and
her air forces and, according to whatever plans are made, her

military forces, all that can be carried by the shipping of the

world to the scene of action will be represented in the main
struggle with -- with -- with Japan.

And we shall go on to the end.

You can't have all the good things to yourselves.
You must share. (laughter) '

And of course, Mr. Mackenzie King and the Dominion of

Canada came up and said that they -- they insisted on having
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their part assigned to them too. And that is the feeling. It
isn't a question of people shirking an awkward and painful Jjob.
It was a question of a stern resolve of all parties to assert
their right to be in at the dngth, with forces proportionate to
their nntlun#l -- national strength.

So -- so what? (laughter)

So that, I think, may be -- may be -- may be given
full publiocity -- (laughter) -- mey be glven full publioity.

(more laughter)
As to the plans we have made, we dldn't tell you about

them from day to day as we were making them, because we thought
you would rather hear from us, at the -- at the -- at the press
conference at the end of our meetings, that we wouldn't be able
to tell you about them at all. (laughter) I sympathize very
much, as an old former journalist and war correspondent, with
the many able representatives of the press who waited here from
day to day, but I know they understood; and this time they were
-- they were left in no doubt. (more laughter) They are =--
these -- all these matters have to be -- have to be secret, and
there cannot be any -- any detalled -- detaliled information
given here from day to day, or even at the end of tha‘pronaad-
ings. '

The enemy will learn soon enough, in due course, all
that we have deocided here. I think we sald this last year, now
I come to think of it -- almost these very words. (laughter)
Well, they have learned. What was then secret is now publio.
What was then concealed i1s now apperent. What was then in

N




go6g --11 115 |

tﬁa egg 1s now afoot. (laughter) What was then a tender sprout
has béunmn a gigantic forest tree. What was then design has
become a blow, a mortal blow tc the greatest of military powers
which have ranged themselves up agalnst civilization ﬁnd the

progress of the world.
So let it be with this conference, and let it oarry

with it the seeds -- the seeds of -- of a future victory, a
victory which I earnestly trust may be achieved at the -- within
the shortest limit of time. But, as to that, no one ocan tell.

“This is a struggle not only against the Japanese but
over the vast distances of the Paciflic ocean and the cominent of
Asja. But Jjust in the same way as we worked out all the detalls
with our able staffs, all the details of the invasion -- of the
liberating invaslion of HEurope, so that it worked like a plece of
olockwork, I cannot doubt that our planning resources and our i
material and mechanicel resources will be capable of confronting
Japan with problems even more painful and even more difficult
than those which Hitler and his lieutenant Rommel falled so
consplcuously to solve.

The main object of this oonference has been the focus-
sing, with the utmost rapidity, of all the resources of the
grand alliance of the western democraclies upon -- upon Japan.
That gullty and greedy nation must be atripped'nr the power to
molest and disturb the peace of the warld, and must be forced
to -- to take a place where neither their virtues nor their
vices can infliot miseries upon their fellowmen.

I asked my right honorable friend Mr., Eden, the
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Foreign Secretary, to come out and see me, end I see a lot of
speculation has arisen upon that point, but I don't knnw'ﬁhy
there should.

People have sald, "Oh, we thought 1t was going to be
a purely military conference, and here the President brings up
the Secretary to the Treasury, and the Prime Minister asks the
Foreign Secretary to fly out to see him. What is all this?"

But the business of govermment, in these times, is all
one, and when I have the rare and fortunate ochance to mauf the
President of the United States, we are not limited in our dis-
cussions by any sphere. We talk over the whole position in
every aspect -- the military, economic, dipleomatic, finanoial.
A1l - all is examined. And obviously that should be so. And
the fact that we have worked so long together, and the fact that
we have got to know each other so well under the hard stresses
of war, mekes the solutlion of problems s0 much simpler, so swift
and so easy it 1is.

What an ineffectusl method of conveying human thought
correspondence is -- (laughter) -- telegraphed with all its 1
rapidity, ell the facilities of ocur — of modern inter-communica-
tion. They are simply dead, blank walls compared to personal --
personal contacts. And that applies not only to the President
and the Prime Minister of Great Britain, it applies to our prin-
cipal officers who at every stage enter in the oclosest assocla-

tion, and have established friendships which have greatly alded

the tasks and the toil of our fighting troops. ’,
Now I oeannot pretend to be talking to you in en
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humble freme of mind. Thank God, we have been blessed with so
much good fortune, far more than we deserve; but the fact re-
mains we have conducted sucoessful war, begimning from small.
beginnings and at great disadvantage, ageinst the most powerful
embattled forces. We have conducted successful war on a scale
-- and I cannot refrain from saying with a measure of success,
which certainly you will go far to matoch, and further still to
surpass,

Do not fear about the future. The same -- the same
processes that have led us from the derk days of Dunkirk, and
the Americans from the dark days of Pearl Harbor, to our
present situation when the skies are clearing and when the re-
maining objectives are becoming singularly plainly isolated and
defined, the same processes can be appllied and will bring the
toiling millions of the world the quicker out of this burden of
trial., Then, indeed, there will be happiness, when the long
strain of the heavy burden of war is ended, and when we turn
also with provision and preparation to the task of rebullding,
and when the human heart -- relieved from its burden, from the
burdens of anxiety, from the exceptional toil, from the
anxieties of the loss of dear ones =-- will have a resurgence of

haope which cammot but repay the toil end sacrifices we have

undergone.
T have enjoyed this conference very much. It has

been conducted in a blaze of friendship. I never have seen
more oclose and complete unity, apart from this little friotion
about our having our proper share. (laughter) Apart from
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that, which 18 very satisfaoctorily adjusted, it has been the
most agreeable of all the conferences which I have ever attended.
And may I say that I hope that if we should meet here again in

another year, we shall be able to =-- to =-- to tell you more

about the plans we have made than it is open to us to do on the
present oococasion. {apﬁlauaa)

PRIME MINISTER ﬁlGEERZIE KING: Mr. President, Mr.
Churchill, ladies and gentlemen. May I say, first, one word
before the afternoon conference breaks up., I éhuuld like, on
behealf of the government of Canada, to express to the members
of the press our very warm appreciation of the mamner in which
you have all cooperated with the govermment and its offiocials
here, in helping to make this conference as expeditious and as
efficient in its progress as it has proven to be. We have all
been anxious, knowing the demands of the time -- the moments
today -- to do whatever would facilitate these proceedings as
rapidly as possible. As you have seen, the week has gone by
very, very quiockly.

I should like also to take advantage of this moment to
say, on behalf of the government, to His Excellency the Governor
General, and Her Royal Highness Princess Alice, how much the
government appreciates thelr kindness in extending the hospital-
ity of thelr summer residence at The Citadel to the distinguilshed
visitors, and therefore giving up, during the course of this
week, the entire residence to our guests for thpir pleasure as
well as accommodation, and for their efforts in meeting

together to discuss the questions that are before them.
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It has been an added pleasure to us that Mrs. Roose-
velt and Mrs. Churchill have both found it possible to be in :
Canada at the ssme time, and I would like to expreass our pleas-
ure at that. '

May I also say, Mr. Fresident and Mr. Churchill --
Mr, Prime Minister, how honored the people of Canada feel that
Quebec has again been chosen as the center rd& the conference.
At any time that Canada can afford to be hnat at a conference
for those who are seeking to bring together the nations of the
world in bonds of friendship and peace, we shall be able to
afford, I imagine, some ideal spot in Canada, Quebec or else-
where, and will do so with the greatest pride and pleasure.

In behalf of the Canadian people, may I just say
this word, in conclusion, to the members of the press. Person-
ally, I share one feeling very strongly, in cammon with the
President and Mr. Churchill, that there hasn't been an oppor-
tunity, in the course of thls conference, to see as much of the
members of the press individuslly as would -- might otherwise
have been possible. I should be very happy if you would, this

evening, be so kind as to give me the honor and pleasure of
dining with me at the Chateau Frontenac, and meeting members
of the Canadlan staff who are hﬁra, that we may have Just a
chance to have a word together before we depart to other parts
of the world.

Q. Thank you.

Q. Thank you very much.
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Coples of this press and radio conference for:

Prime Minister Winston Churochill
Prime Minister W. L. Mackenzie King
Admiral Wilson Brown

Stephen T. Early
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(Notebooks PC=19 -- 168; PC-20 == 1 to 11 -- JR)




CONFIDENTTIAL

Press and Radio Conference #969
Executive Office of the President
September 22, 1944 -- 10,55 A.M., E.W.T,

MR. DONALDSON: All in.
THE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing I have got is

I have signed H. R. 4278. I will read you the title. Steve
(Early) hes got coples of a two-page memorandum that accompanies
the signature of the bill, in regard principally to rural
electrification. The bill has flocks of titles, to provlide

for the control and eradication of certain human -- No, not
human -- animal and plant pests and diseases -- (laughter) -- to
fecilitate cooperation with the States in fire control, to pro-
vide for the more efflcient protection and management of the
national forests, to facilitate the carrying out of egricultural
conservation and related agricultural programs, to facilitate

the operation of the Farm Credit Administration and the Rural

Elpotrification Administration, to aid in the orderly marketing
of agriocultural commodities, and for other purposes. Almost
everything.

- But the memorandum which Stéve ﬁill give you as you go
out is in regard to the rural electrification end of it. It ex-
tends the present Rural Electrification Act. It calls attention
to the fact that there are still seven million homes in this
- oountry that haven't got any electricity, which 1s rather an
emazing thing. I won't tell you any more about it because

there's a -- because there's a thing to write about.

That's all.
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Q. Mr, President, Mr. Dewey sald last night that
your Administration was saturated with a defeatist theory?

THE PRESIDENT: With a what?

Q. With a defeatist theory that America 1s past 1its
prime. He sald that several times, and I wondered if you would
comment on it? -

THE PRESIDENT: No, certainly not. You think so?

Q. No, sir. |

THE PRESIDENT: No. Neither do I.

Q. That's the reason I asked you to comment on it.
(laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: That's an awful thing at five minutes

to eleven to be hit with, that America 1s past its prime.
(more laughter)

Q. Mr. President, in your Message to Congress yester-
dey, recommending the Missourl Valley Authority, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

Q. (continuing) --- you attached a Resolution by nine
Missouril River Governors. :

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

Q. .(uontinuing} Did that mean that you endorsed the
Resolution as well as the Missouri Valley Authority 1dea?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't -- I -- that's an
awfully general question. I would have to re-read the Resolution
for every word. . -

Q. (interposing) They hakad -

THE PRESIDENT: {unntinﬁing} I don't know. I




endorsed the general idea of providing in some way for the dev-
elopment of the Missouri River Valley. That's about the --
that's what the Resolution —- that's what my Message salid.

Q. The Governors' Resolution asked, among other things,

that the present bills embody the Bureau of Reclamation's basin
proposals and the Army Englneers' proposals, both passed by
Congress. I just wondered if you agreed with that recommenda-
tion?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, in other words, one -- nne.bill p,
is the Army Engineers and gives the work to the Army Engineers, g
and that is endorsed; and the other one 1s the Department of
the Interior bill, that gives the work to them.

Q. (interjeoting) Yes, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Do the bills go along
hand in ﬁand to give the work both to the Army Engineers amd to
the Department of the Interlor?

Q. The Governors asked that those differences be
_reconciled, sir. (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I think you have answered the question
yourself.

Q. Mr, President, during the past week there has been
a lot of discussion on Capitol Hill Tegerding Pearl Herbor. Do
you intend to order the courts martial of Admiral Kimmel end
General Short?

THE PRESIDENT: Aren't there two committees that are
working on it now? ‘

Q. Sir? ‘ i
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THE PRESIDENT: Aren't there two committees that are
working on it now?

Q. I bellieve so.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, it may be Just as well to hear
from them? = | | E

Q. Mr. President, 1ﬁ that connection, it has been .
cherged that -- it was denled yesterday and repeated again --
that this Government had information 72 hours in advance of
Pearl Harbor.

'* THE PRESIDENT: Anybody with information of that kind
had better submit it to. one of these boards that is investigating
it now, that's the proper place to go. There will be lots of
things like that, flocks of them -- morning, noon and night --
until the seventh of November.

Q. Mr. President, could you indicate that Mr. (Donald)
Nalsun (of W.P.B.) 1s about ready to come back from China?

THE PRESIDENT: I saw it in the papers. I haven't had
anything from him. -

Q. Could you tell us anything about it?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't had anything from him at
all.

Q. No word at all?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q. Mr, President, on China, sir, there have been

reports from the correspondents in China that the Chinese situa-
tinq is truly desperate, and these reports pass through Chinese
censorship and through American censorship, so that would
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indicate that there would be some accuracy in them. Would you
care to comment on the Gpinaaq position, sir? |

THE PRESIDENT: I can't tell 3bu any more than I told
you two months ago, that the Chinese situation is not at all
satisfectory, and that 1s primerlily, of course, rrqm the military
point of view; and since then they've retreated quite a bit
further. That's about all that anyone here cen say.

Q. Could you tell us anything about Mr. Nelson's
mission, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, all I know is that he and General
Hurley are in very close touch with the Generalissimo, and they
ares getting along as fast as any two people can.

Q. Lkr, President, can you give us any idea of what
you are going to speak about tomorrow night?
| THE PRESIDENT: No. I haven't read it yet. (laughter,

especially from Mr. Early)
Q. You say you haven't read it yet?

THE PRESIDENT: Steve's leughing. What I mean is I
have dlctated -- oh, what was it? -- beginning about the time I
went to Quebec I dictated what I call scraps -- I suppose that
had better be off the record. As you know, I -- I have varlous
ways .of preparing speeches. The usual way, when I have plenty
of time, is to sit down on tﬁe gofa and dictate about -- say
six thousand words for a three-thousand-word speech. Then

various people go over it, and I go over what they say =--

comments, or things that they suggest -- and then I re-dictate
i{t. And by the time I have re-dictated it, it gets down to
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a second draft; and sometimes, as you know, I heve been to Hyde
Park and find some speeches where there have been seven drafts.

MR. EARLY: (aside) Eight.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And the other way is to
do scraps, as I call scraps; that is to say, dictation of some-
thing running from half a page to three pages, when I head a
bright idea -- I mean, I thought 1t was bright -- other people
don't. (laughter)

Well, I sent down from Quebec -- I suppose I sent
some scraps. Some of them were amusing, too. And I did one or
two of them at Hyde Park, but they Just didn't make a speech
because they weren't, in all cases, related. So yesterday I
had four different people take these scraps -- which made a lot,
there must have been about six thousand words in the soraps,

which means sixty minutes -- and sort them out, and it gave me

an idea of how I could fit them in. T went over 1t, and spent
about an hour and a half, and dictated a speech.

Q. (interposing) One ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And I am still having --
I am still having bright ideas.

Q. Is one of those scraps, Mr. Presldent, related to
Gnvarﬁur Dewey's statement =--- |

THE PRESIDENT: (1ntarpoaing] Oh now — walit. 7You
know, this speech 1s to be delivered tomorrow night, not
tonight. (laughter) You know, that's not even subtle to ask it
that way. (more laughter) Not even subtle. So I am going at

it, 'as soon as you gocd people get out of this room, and I have
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seen -- who is 1t? -- I am seelng Dan Tobin this morning.

MR. EARLY: Three appointments today now, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. So I am golng to go at it again,
on the third or fourth draft, and do it probably again tonight.
And what will turn up at the end T don't know, and I wouldn't
tell you if I did. (more laughter)

Q. Mr. President, has the decision been teken to
accord provisional recognition to the French Committee?

THE PRESIDENT: Don't think there is any news on that
at all. I haven't heard of 1t for two weeks.

Q. Mr. President, ---

Q. (interposing) Mr. President -- sir, we have
already had some denials here of a story from London that
fmerican officers and Red Cross offlcials are operating in
wolf's clothing as business men in Europe, but I wondered if you
would make any -- add any comment of your own?

THE PRESIDENT: I only -- to tell you the honest
truth == I only read it -- what was it? -- yesterday morning.

T haven't heard anything about 1t, and I saw the Secretary of
State yesterday and 1 furgnt'to ask him about it. So I don't
know. Don't knﬁw anything about it.

Qs Mr., President, 1s there any general comment you
can make about the war situation? |

THE PRESIDENT: About the what?

Q. The war situation at present?

THE PRESIDENT: No. As a ﬁatter of fact, it has got

down to such a fine polnt now -- the mornlng papers and the

k
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afternoon papers, they are just about as up to date as the Gov-
ernment is. We are getting excellent news service right from
the front, and time and again the War Department-Navy Department
dispatches come over to my desk ten or rirtean-minutea or a
half-hour after I have read the same thing in the papers. That
attack on —— a very good exemple -- the attack on Menila was a
very brilliaent achievement, and took the Japs apparently
entirely by surprise. T read it in my morning paper, and didn't |
get the dispatch until nearly an hour later. It was the stuff |
they gave me -- I don't know what the dateline is, I think 1t's
being given out there. So the public is getting everything
there is as fast as it comes out.

Q. Mr. President, ---

Q. (interposing) Mr, President, have there been any
other plans for speeches beyond October 5th?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q. Mr. President, when do you expect to make the
appointments under the new War Mobilization and Reconversion
law?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't signed the bill yet, have
L?

Q. I don't think you have, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: No. (laughter) Well, we had better
get & law before we think about that.

G. Mr. President, how do you feel about the Italian
political situatlion? |

THE PRESIDENT: That's an awfully general questlon.
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Q. (interjeoting) For example, =---

THE PRESIDENT: (ocontinuing) I don't -- I don't like
lynchings, if that's what you mean.

Q. (aside) What?

Q. (aside) Doesn't like lynchings.

THE PRESIDENT: (ocontimuing) But otherwise -- that
is one thing, at Quebec, Mr. Churchill and I talked a great deal
about -- the two subjects that go tugathar,'gradually placing
more responsibility on the Italian govermment, so that they will
more and more be responsible for the well-being of the people of
Italy, because we honestly want all the parties there not only
to be together on this problem of reconstruction, but we want
them to have the responsibility of it. Then the other point,
that goes hand in hand, to see to 1t that the Itallan people
don't physically atﬁrva or freeze to death this winter; and T
think, probably fairly soon, we will be able to announce some
further steps that have been taken on it. .

Q. Speaking of Quebec, Mr. President, could you give
us any idea of what might have been discussed there regarding
the future of Germany, how you are going to handle Germany
when 1t goes down?

THE PRESIDENT: We talked about it a lot. There isn't
anything -- there isn't anything in the way of news yet, except
that we talked about it a lot.

Q. Did you talk about the Dumbarton Oaks conversations,

sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Yes.

- -
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Q. Have you anything to say about why they have been
delayed so much? ,

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I suppose -- I suppose the
easlest way of looking at it is that it 1s the -- the first of
a good many conferences in which we are trying to work out a
world that will be probably free from wars, and you just don't
call a conference in the morning and solve that largest of
human problems by four o'clock in the afternoon.

On the whole, it worked out very, very well, especial-
ly on a percentage basis. You have -- oh -- say a hundred prob-
lems to talk over -- mind yﬁu, this is only three powers -- and
agree on ninety percent of them. Well, that is what we used to
call in the old days a darn good batting average. If you can
do i1t in a few weeks and you get a ninety percent batting aver-
age, it's\]ﬁretty good.

I wouldn't -- I wouldn't worry much about 1it.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.

(Notebook PC-20 -~ Page 11 -- JR)
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- Press and Radio Conference #970
‘Executlive Office of the President :
September 29, 1944 -- 11.10 A.M., E.W.T.

THE PRESIDENT: (to Jim Wright, sitting down) Jim,
how are you? Jim, how are you feeling?

MR. J. WRIGHT: PFirst-rate, thank you, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: All right. (then to Mr. Early) Have
you got this mimeographed?

MR. EARLY: Yes, sir.

IMR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I have got a couple of things here.
The first, I am going to read, about the Afgantine; and Steve
is going to have it mimeographed as soon as =-- while we con-
tinue the conference, and you can get it right afterwards.

(reading, not literally): "I have been following
closely and with increasing concern the development of the
Argentine situation in recent months. This situation presents
the extraordinary paradox of the growth of Nazl-Fascist in-
fluence and the increasing application of Nazi-Fascist methods
in a country of this hemisphere, at the very time that those
forces of oppression and aggression are drawing ever closer
to the hour of final defeat and Judgment -- and judgment in
Europe and elsewhere In the world. The paradox 1s accentuated
by the faot, of which we are all quite aware, that the vast
majority of the people of Argentina have remained steadfast in
their falth in their own, free, democratic traditions and in

thelr sﬁppuft of the nations and peoples who have been




#9970 == 2. 138

making such great sacrifices in the right against the Nazis
and Fasclsts. This was made clear beyond all doubt. by the
spontaneous demonstration of public feeling in Argentina after
words were received of the liberation of Paris.

"The policy of the Government of the United States
toward Argentina as that policy has been developed in consulte-
tion with the other American Republics, has been clearly say
forth by Secretary Hull. There is no need for me to re-state
it now.

"The Argentine government has repudiated solemn
inter-American obligations on the basis of whioh the nations
of thls hemisphere developed a system of defense to meet the
challenge of Axis aggression.

"Unless we now demonstrate a capacity to develop a
tradition of respect for such obligations among civilized
nations, there can be little hope for a system of international
seaufity, theoretlcally created to maintain principles for
which our peoples are today sacrificing to the limit of their
resources, both human and material.

"In this conneotion, I subscribe wholeheartedly to
the words of Prime Minister Churchill in the House of Commons
on August second, when he declared that:

"'This is not like some small wars in the past, where
all could be forgotten and forgiven. Nations must be judged
by the part they play. Not only belligerents but neutrals
will find that their puaitioﬁ in the world camnot remain entire-

1y unaffeoted by the part that they have chosen to play in
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the orisis of the war.'"

That 1s what he said back in August.

(continuing reading): "I have considered it important
to meke this statement of the position of the Government of the
United States at this time, because it has come to my attentionl_
that the Nazl radio beamed to Lﬁtin Amerioca, the pro-Nazil press
in Argentina, as well as a few irresponsible individuals and
groups in this and certaln other Republiocs, seek to undermine
the position of the Americen Republics and our associates among
the United Natlons by fabricating and circulating the vicious
rumor that our counsels are divided on the course of our polioy
toward Argentina."

Well, -- Steve, take that out and heve 1t mimeographed.

And the other one is all done -- it's a copy of a
letter that I sent to Leo Crowley -- 1'l1 Jjust read the first
sentence, and then the headlines. (reading): "In accordance
with our disocussions, the following are the ma jor policies
that should be put into effect ﬁy the Foreign Economic Adminis-
tration, within the scope of its present functions and respons-
ibilitles, when the military resistance of Nazi Germany is
overcome."

You want to be awfully cereful, if ynﬁ wqpld, not to
suggest, even, that I am saying that it's about to happen., I
have been awfully careful in not saying at any time when the
military resistance of Nezl Germeny 1is goling to be nvércoma.

I haven't set any time, and I am not ready tc set it.

The first relates to Export Control; the second
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to Strateglic and Critical Rew Materials; the third is Preclusive
Buying; the fourth is Economic Warfare; the fifth is Lend-Lease;
the sixth 1s Surplus Property; the seventh is Control of the
War-Making Power of Germany; the eighth Reconstruetion and
Future Forelgn Trade. I won't go -- you had better reead it,
it's pretty good.

I think that's all I've got.

Q. Mr. Preslident, can that be considered to settle
thé reported split between Cabinet members on policy?

THE PRESIDENT: That was newspvaper stories.

Q. Do you mean there was no foundation for those
reports ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, no.

Q. (continuing) --- for that split, Mr. President?

THE PRESIﬁﬁNT: No. Every story that has come out is
essentially untrue in the basic facts.

Qs Mr. President, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (adding) Might emphasize the

edjective essentially untrue.

Q. In the basic facts?

Q. Mr. Presldent, there have been considerable re-
ports that Mayor La Guardia was to have a commission this time,
and was to be sent to Italy ---

THE PRESTDENT: (interposing) I haven't heard any-
thing about it. \

Q.m (continuing) --- to assist the Itélian govern=-

ment.
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THE PRESIDENT: Literally, I have no news on that.
may, over the week end.

Q. You may,ﬂhéar the week end?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, =--=-

Q. (interposing) Mr. ?reaident, -——-

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- rather expecting
some news, but nothing has come in.

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us when you may sign
this surplus property and reconversion bill?

THE PRESIDENT: The what?

Q. Surplus property and reconversion bill?

THE PRESIDENT: Over the week end. You see my basket?
(indicating)

Qe (intarposing} You will sign?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I have got a most awful
accumulation of mail iIn this basket. I am goling to try to clean
it up during the next day or two.

Q. Mr. President, the question was whether you will
sign, 1s that what you mean?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, over the week end.

Qs That you will sign over the week end?

THE PRESIDENT: I will get to it in the basket. They
are about fourth -- fourth the way down.

Q. Mr, President, lMr. Hannegan sald that you may --
you will meke one speech in New York City, and that you may
make another one in New York State. I wonder if you could tell

us whether you have any additionel plans for any other
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speeches elsewhere?
THE PRESIDENT: I have none over the fifth of Ootober.
Q. Any comment on reports, Mr. President, that the

' agreement has been reached to value the mark at approximately

ten cents?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that's -- that's ean old story.
I thought that was decided on about two weeks ago. Better ask
the Treasury about it. Hasn't it been given out, what the
value of the mark is going to be?

MR. EARLY: No, sir..

Q. No, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you will have to ask the
Treasury. I couldn't giva'that out., There may be scme reason
for holding it up. I had supposed it had been given out.

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us whether the
policies outlined in this statement to the F.E.A. were evolved

at Quebec?
THE PRESIDENT: No. No, they were not, They were all

done here.

Q. Well, Mr., President, does the statement of pollcy
represent the position of this Cabinet committee, the three-
member committee?

THE FRESIDENT: I -- I -- all I know is I was told
it was approved all the way down the line by State, War and
Treasury. It's a Crowley thing, primarily. ‘

Q. Mr. President, we understocod you are seeing the

A F.L.~-C.I.0. labor committee today?




#970 -= 7

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q. Anything you can give us on why you are seeing
them at this time?

THE PRESIﬁEHT: No. 1It's a revivel of the old --
what we called the old Vietory Gumﬁittaa two years ago. I
haven't seen -~ I haven't seen them for a long time.

Q. Mr. President, T wonder if you could expand the
last sentence of the last paregraph of that maiter about --
statement about Argentina, indicating that the Nazis are claim-
ing that our counsels are-divided? Can you tell us what =--
what that claim 1s?

THE PRESTDENT: What was that, Steve? Have you got
it? I don't know -- it's being mimangraphad.. I would have to
see it.

Q. Mr. President, golng back to the labor meeting,
do you ?xpect the discussions to include this pending case
before the War Labor Board ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) I doubt it. I doubt
it.

Q. (continuing) =--- about the division on the Little
Steel formula?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) That's one of those
detailed things. I would rather talk about larger policies.

Qs Mr., President, it had been expected that possibly
you would hold a meeting with this Cabinet committee in connec-

tion with the post-war Germany question. Is such a committee

meeting being held?

13
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THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I see them all the time. I have
seen them several times. Of course, there are two things that
-- @verybody gets off on the wrong foot -- what do you mean by
postwar? The date the German armles fold up, or the long range
thing? Most people get all confused over 1it. Aﬁvarr natural
thing to have happen.

Q. Mr. Pfeaidant, do you expect the general subject
of the Little Steel formula to come up at the labor meeting?

THE PRESIDENT: I just said I doubt it. Probably go-
ing to talk about blgger things.

Q. Any comment, Mr. President, on the reported
expulsion of British and American military missions from
Bulgaria? 1 |

THE PRESIDENT: From where?

Q. Bulgarlia. e

MR. EARLY: Bulgaria.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know enough about it to -- I
have only got some general impressions. You had better ask
State on that. The thing changes all the time. 'Je have had
several -- what do you cell them? -- quasi-missions in there,
C.S.S. in Yugoslavia, and I think they are trying to round them

all up now. You had better ask State.

&. Thank you, Mr, Prasidant.
Q. Thank you, sir.
@+ Thank you, sir.

(Notebook PC-20 -- Page 27 =- JR)
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Press and Radio Conference ¥971
Executive Office of the President
October 3, 1944 -- 4.11 P.M., E.W.T.

Q. Howdo, sir.

THE PRESIDENT: (to May Craig, just returned from
overseas) May, how are you? Let's look at you. (shaking hands
with her) How have you been? I hear a bomb came after you.

MAY CRAYG: Practically. : |

THE PRESIDENT: Didn't get you?

MAY CRAIG: Not quite.

THE PRESIDENT: Grand.

MR. EARLY: May, welcome home.

MAY CRATG: Thank you.

MR, EARLY: Are you glad to be back?

MAY CRAIG: Are you telling me?

MR. EARLY: };11, sit you down. (she did)

THE PRESIDENT: I think you are entitled to that
chair. |

MR. DONALDSON: All in. |

THE PRESIDENT: I have got a couple of matters that I
am afraid may cause you a little more work, for you may have to
read two bills. It's a little diffiocult to do it without, un-
less you read them -- you really have to read them to understand
them, and then maybe you won't.

The first is the Bﬁplu War Property bill, just
signed, and each bill has the -- has a statement with it.

(reading, not literally): "On February 21st --
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this is mimeographed, you needn't tm* it down -~ on February

2lst, 1943, I signed an Executive Order setting up the War --

'Burplﬁu War Property Administration to direect and expedite the
orderly disposition of surplus war property so far as possible
under existing law, and pending action by the Congress.”

That -- that -- that is an important —— an iipﬂrtnnt
thing to remember, that I did say "pending action by the Cong-
ress." That was in February, 1943 -- we have just got it out.

I{unntinuing.ruuding, not literally): "H.R. 5125, the
Surplus Property Disposal Aot of 1944, which is before me for
signature, places the general disposition of surplus war prop-
erty under a Board of three, and provides in uﬁnuidarnbla detall
the methods to be pursued by the Board.

"It is with considerable reluctance that I have decided
to sign it. While I am in full accord with the objectives of
the bill, which are to aid reconversion from a war to a peace
economy, and to facilitate the orderly disposal of surplus prop-
erty, I have considerable doubt whether many provisions of th§
bill will not make extremely difficult the accomplishment of
the objectives. There is danger that the confused methods of
disposition and the elaborate restrioctions imposed by the bill
will in many instances delay rather than expedite reconversion
and re-employment. Our surplus property should speedily be

placed into channels of disposition which should provide the
most Jobs and the greatest good to the greatest number.

"But we must be 1n.; position to get on with the
urgnnizutinn of our plens for the disposition of surplus
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war property. I have, therefore, comcluded that it would be
best to let the bill become law, in the hope that after the
Surplus Property Board, provided for in the bill, has had some
experience in operating under 1it, the Congress will give care-
ful oconsideration to needed changes that may be suggested by

the Board."
Then the other -- the other statement goes with

Senate 2051 -- (reading, not literally): "A bill 'to emend
the Soclal Security Act, as amended, to provide a national pro-
gram for war mobilizatlion and reconversion, an_d for other pur-
poses,’'

T have signed the bill because it 1s important, as
this bill provides, that the Office of War Mobilizatlon should
be promptly a:pnndad and given clear statutory pnwura to direct
and supervise the tremendous task of reconversion in all of 1ts
numerous and related phases.

"Last Ootober, at my nuggeﬁtinn, Justice Byrnes set up
a unit in the Office of War Mobilization to deal with war and
postwar adjustment problems. The work of this unit was placed
in charge of Mr. Bernard Baruch. In February ui' this year, Mr,

Barush and his associate Mr, Hanoook made a report recommending

that the coordinating powers of the Office of War Mobilization
be extended to oover activities relating to reconversion, and
that separate units be established in that Office to deal with
the problems of Contract Settlement, War Surplus Property Dis-
position and Retraining and Re-employment.

"Shortly thereafter by Executive Orders, I set up
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separate units in the Office of War Mobilization to deal with
these problems so far as was practicable under existing law, |
until legislation oclarifying the powers of these units and de-
fining the basio polioies to be pursusd by them could be
enacted by the Congress.

"Last June the Congress passed legislation establish-
ing the Office of Contract Settlemsnt, with adequate powers to
supervise and expedite the settlemsnt of war contracts.

"Just before its recent adjournment, the Congress
passed H.R. 5125, setting up a Surplus Property Disposal Board
and defining its powers, and S. 2051, the bill now before me,
which expands the Office of War Mobilization into an Office of
War Mobilization and Reconversion, and places within 1t the
Ooffice of Contract Settlement, the Surplus Property -- Surplus
War Property Administration, and the Retraining and Re-smploy-
ment Administration.

"So far as the bill goes, it is quite satisfactory.
It applies the lessons that we have learned during the war as
to the need of continuing coordination of related activities
to the problems of reconversion to peace. It does not and
cammot, of course, eliminate the problems and difficulties of
reconversion, but it goes far to expedite and facilitate their

solution. %
"But I feel it my duty to draw attention to the facot

that the bill does not adequately deal with the human side of
reconversion. When I signed the G.I. bill on June 22nd last,
I expressed the hope that the Congress 'uﬁla also take
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prompt action, when it reconvenes, on necessary legislation
which is now pending, to facilitate the development of unified
progrems for the demobilization of oivilian war workers, for
their re-employment in peacetime pursuits, and for provision,
in cooperation with the States, of appropriate unemployment
benefits during the transition from war to peace. This bill
is not adequate to obtain these ends.

"Provisions that were in the bill as it passed the
Senate, to provide transportation for war workers from the
place of their employment to their bona flide residence, or to
the location of new employment arranged by the workers were
omitted in conference. So also were the provisions, 1n the bill
as it passed the Senate, ensuring appropriate unemployment com-
pensation to Federal workers.

"Moreover, the bill fails to presoribe minimum stan-
dards to govern the amount and duration of unemployment bene-

£its which should be paid by the States to all workers unavold-

ably out of a job during the period of transition from war to
peace.

"We have rightly committed ourselves to a fair and
generous treatment of our G.I. men and women. We have rightly
committed ourselves to a prompt and gemerous policy of contract
settlement to ald industry to return to peacetime work. We
have rightly committed ourselves to support farm prices at a
- fair level during the period of reconversion. We should be
no less rfair in our treatment of our war workers.

"T am glad to know that the Chairman of the House
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Ways and Means Committee has announced that his Committee will
give consideration to further amendments of the Soclal Seocurity
Aot after recess, and I hope that the deflociencies whioch I
have pointed out in the bill before me will be promptly recti-
fied."

And then an Executive Order goes along.

MR. RARLY: Those are the bille, (plauiﬁg the
originals on the desk)

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I will uién them.
Then an Executive Order, to transfer the records,

property, funds and personnel of the Office of War Mobilization
and its constituent agencies. In other words, it sets up the
new agencies and can immediately start transferring people and
the necessary paraphernalia from the old office to the new

one,

Q. Who will the new office be under, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: New office? I am just coming to 1it.
(laughter)

(reading): '"Under the law creating the new Office of
War Mobilization and Reconversion, the appointment of a Director
must be confirmed by the Senate. The Senate will not be in
auuuinn unt i1 November 14."

Which is about five weeks urr.

(continuing reading, not literally): "Justice Byrnes
has agreed to accept an 1n£ur1§ appointment as Direotor, and
will serve until the Congress reconvenes, at which time I will
send to the Senate for confirmation the appointment of a




07T -7 145 ‘

Director who will serve for the two-year term provided in the

statute.

"Two years ago, I asked Mr. Justice Byrnes to leave
the Supreme Court and assist me in the war effort. He has done
a magnificent job. His contribution to the successful prosecu-
tion of the war is recognized by a grateful nation.

' »T fully understand Mr. Justice Byrnes's expressed
dauifo not to remain as Director for two more years. I have
assured him that I will not ask him to continue to serve as
Director beyond the interim term."

So that he will be in ocharge of setting up the new
office in the meantime, between now and the time that the Senate
reconvenes,

Q. Mr. President, have you got the names of the Sur-
plus Property Board yet, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Oh, No, =---

Q. (ocontinuing) =--- or will that walt until later?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- a whole lot, twelve
of them in there. |

I think that's all I've got.

Q. Mr. President, :.rnu1 conferred recently with the
labor leaders on the gquestion of wage stabilization. Do you
have any plans to confer with leaders of industry on the same
subjeot?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think so, Yes., 1In fact, I
have already conferred with quite a number of them.

Q. coixld you be specific, sir?

|
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Q. (interposing) Will there be any ---

Q. (interposing) Could rﬁu -——

Q. (ocontinuing) --- single general subject, Mr.
President, that you expeot to deal with on Friday (Thursday)
night in your talk, or would it be rather general?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't writfan it yet.

Q. Mr. President, you said you would confer with
some leaders of industry on this wage question.

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Oh; Yes.

Q. (continuing) Could you tell us whom?

THE PRESIDENT: No, because that would create invidlous
distinctions. (laughter)

Q. Mr. President, Prime Minister Churchill said in a

somewhat recent speech to Commons, that he praised America's

lavish aid to China, and yesterday a Chinese military spokesman

in Chungking said that it was not true, that our aid to China,
to use his words, was "pitifully inadequate."” Anything you can

say about that?
THE PRESIDENT: T suppose it all depends on how you

define large, medium or small. I can give you some figures that
-- I see no particular reason why I shouldn't -- I never have
given it out before —- because as you know, we can't get goods,
munitlions, anything else, into China by boat -- by‘ahip, their
coast is under the occupation of the Japanese. And, therefore,
there have been in the last ~- ever since we have been in the
war, two methods of getting materials into China. One wae the
overland réuta, as they call 1t, which starts from way back
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near the Caspian Sea, the top end of ~- nearer India, and then
across the desert -- a terrific trip -- into =-- well, through
the top part of Tibet and then down to -- what? -- the region
of Chungking.

And -- Oh, Yes -- what you hgfg to do is look it up
on the map -- we have been getting a number of goods of differ-
ent kinds through that route. You have to provide the trucks.
You have to actually carry the gasoline from one stop to anothern
That route has been -- has taken a certaln tonnage into China,
but it is a terribly difficult proposition, and a very long
trip from the point of time, and from the point of wear and
tear on the -- on the truck. It is a feasible route, but --
well, it's the route of Kubla Khan -- some of the old conquercrs,
and so forth, nearly all desert and awfully difficult.

We have all used what we could -- still using it --
going to keep on delng it.

The other route was the -- roughly, the route of what
we call the Burma Road, that general direction from India north
-- northeast India, over the end of the Himamlaya Mountains., And
just about the time we came into the war -- I have forgotten the
exact date -- the Burma route, as it was used fnr vehicles with
wheels ﬁt that time, was practically destroyed by the Japanese,
up on the sides of the mountains, and they pulled the route
down. |

And then we opened up, about that time, when thud
Burma route became -- became impossible, after the Japanese
got in there through Burma -- we started tﬁa alr route over




#9971 -- 10

the mountains; and the tonnage over that route was very, very
small in the beginning. We have built it up constantly.

Just to give you an idea of how we have built it up,
there were times only a year -- a year and a half ago, when we
were taking a very few thousand tons over it a month. You have
to have transport planes that will go to a great height over
the tops Br the Himalaya Mountains. And -- oh -- a year and
a half ago, we were taking only two or three thousand tons a
month over it.

Way back about that time, in conference with the
Chinese, we felt that by really herolc efforts we could increase
the planes that we could get over there. At that time, in going
over with munitions and goods, the planes were subject to attack
by Jepenese fighter planes as they went over. However, we kept
at it, and about a year ago we actually got up to an lncrease,
which we looked forwerd to for some time, of ten thousand tons
a month over that route, which is a -- a -- a very excellent
performance, because we were able to take gascline for Chennault's
forces there -- the Americen air command -- and we could take
medicine. Of course, preferably, we took over things that had
as small a bulk as possible, principally 3aan1ine and a few

munitions -- bombs, and things likéqthat, and medloal supplies.

Well, we weren't satisfied with it, and we kept on
going; and the story of how that air route over the mountains
has grown in the past year is going to be written some day,
and it will be an epioc.

All I can tell you now =- I can't give you =~ I
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could, but I won't give you accurate figures -~ we are taking
over twenty thousand tons a month over the hills.
Q. Twenty, or thirty?

MR, EARLY: Twenty.
THE PRESIDENT: Over twenty, over the hill, from upper

Burma right into southeastern Ghina;

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, =---

THE FPRESIDENT: (continuing) So =---

Q. (continuing) ZExouse me.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- we are very well
sat isfled with this performance, because it 1s an amazing per-

formancs.

Q. Mr, President, dces that convoy consist largely of
gasoline, bombs, medical supplies ---

THE PRESIDENT: (inter jecting) Yes. Oh, Yes, --=-

Q. (continuing) --- and munitions?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- and some other things

Q. Mr. President, the Chinese military council spokes-
man also described the Fourteenth Alr Force yesterday as incon-
siderable, that it would not be considered if the figures on
planes were revealed, Is that a very apt description of our
airplane strength in China?

THE PRESIDENT: What? What about 1t?

Q. The Chinese milltary spokesman sald we had so few
planes that if the figures were revealed our strength would be

inconsiderable.
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, the easiest thing to do on that
would be to dig out, of course -- I couldn't give it to you --
the destruction whioh Chennault's forces have caused to the Jap-
anese in the number of ships that they have sunk, even on the
coast of China and up the rivers, and the Japanese detachments
and concentrations which they have broken up. So, considering

the slze of the foroe, considering that it has to be supplied

from over the mountalins, theresegaln, that -- that is one of the
eplics that 1s gding to be written up == the destruction that.-
they have wrought.

Q. Sir, could you tell us roughly what part of this
twenty thousand tons a month of materials goes into Chinese
hands?

THE FPRESIDENT: How much they what?

Q. What part of it goes -- 18 put at the disposal of
the Chinese government, or Chinese military forces, as agalinst
our own requirements in the Chinese theatre?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I will put it this way. Of
course, a large part of the tonnage golng over 1s gasoline for
the Chennault forces and the B-29s that are operating out of
China, but If you take out that one item of - of gasoline, I
would say that the overwhelming majority of all the others that
go over 1s for the Chinese forces. The gasoline 1s shipped
primarily for Chennault's forces and the B-29s.

Q. Mr. President, what is the reason for the sudden
ocomplaints by the Chinese on the inadequacies of the aid we

have given them?
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THE PRESIDENT: They would like to have more.
(laughter) |

Q. Yes, I realize that.

THE PRESIDENT: There is nothing new in it. There is
nothing new in it, of course. I get it about every day. It
isn't exactly news to me.

Q. Well, T was wondering whether they araltying up
these -- these defeats and the loss of our air bases as an ex-
planation?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I don't know. There is nothing
new in it., Of course, they are not satlisfied, and they think
they can get more supplies. As I say, we have pulled off an
epic 1n what we have done over the Himalaya Mountains. We
haven't yet got it so that we can take goods in by water. And
when :;::u think of the comparison, twenty thousand tons sounds
like == to me, having raised it from two thousand tons -- why
that's a hell of a lot of supplies. Two 10-thousand-ton ships
-=- two voyages -- one voyage a month on the -- or two == of 10-
thousand-ton ships wugld do the equivalent. But it's -- it's
an amazing performance. We have got over twenty thousand tons
a month in there.

Q. Mr. President, does Mr. Nelson's mission to China
have anything to do with these supply problems?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Yes. Sure.

Q. Sir, on the other slde of the world, T wonder if
we could ask a question about the situation in Poland where,
according to dispatches today, the resistance movement in

1561
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Warsaw has ocome to an end under General Bor? I wonder if there
is any comment you would feel like making on that effort?

THE PRESIDENT: I think that I had better set a good
example., I suppose I know as much about thdt particuler thing

as any Amerlican, and I don't know enough to talk about it.

Q. I see.

Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can say about
the speeches you will meke between now and November 7th?

THE PRESIDENT: No, Jim {Wright]l. It's 1literally
true that I haven't anything new since last Friday, and then I
had one speech for next Thursday. That's all I have got.

Q. We heard sometime ago that you were going to speak
in Boston and Pittsburgh and Cleveland. I wondered if it |
WAS ===

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Yes -- things I have
read sounded like the fellow in the Union Station up here.
(laughter)

Q. (interjecting) That would be a tour, wouldn't
it?

THE PRESIDENT: (oontinuing) (laughing) Pittsburgh
and all points west. (more laughter) No, I haven't got any-
thing.

Q. Mr., President, have you decided what job you have
in mind for Mr. Nelson?

THE PRESIDENT: Not quite, yet.

Q. Anything new on Mayor La Guardia's proposed ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) No. -
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Q. (continuing) =-- trip?

THE PRESIDENT: (contimuing) No, not quite, yet.

Q. He has got his uniforms all ready. (laughter)

Q. (aside) He says the shots he is taking are for
an abscessed tooth. |

THE PRESIDENT: Are you in the haberdashery business?

Q. No, but from the last time, when he thought he
was going over a year ago.

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I know -- I know. I hope they
still fit. (more laughter)

MAY CRAIG: He can have mine,

THE PRESIDENT: What?

MAY CRAIG: He can have mine.

THE PRESIDENT: This is off the record. Mrs. Craig
says that he can have hers. (more laughter)

Q. T would like to see him. (continued laughter)

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.

(Notebook PC-20 -- Page 4O =- JR)
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