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CONFIDENTIAL
» Press and Radio Conference #983
Executive Office of the President
(Monday) November 27, 1944 =-- 12.33 P.M., E.W.T.

THE PRESIDENT: I am the only person in this country
who can't bet on the Army and Navy game.
' Q. Why is that?

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q. Can't you?

THE PRESIDENT: \I heve to be absolutely impartial.

Q. Not quietly, between you and "Pa"? !

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. (laughter)

Q. Have to sit on both sides of the field at once.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that I have to do.

MR. EAﬁLY: The Army has the edge this year.

THE PRESIDENT: First half on one side, and the second
half on the other side, so I'm all right. That doesn't mean
that "Pa" cean't bet.

GENERA;”WATsoﬂi No, sir. I'm teking anybody's even
money that I can get. (laughter)

3. You're really taking them.

Q. We are all here.

THE PRESIDENT: All here?

Well, I have to amnounce with very great regret, deep
regret, the resignation of the Secretary of State.
And T have seen him, of course, quite a good deal.
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T have been out there three or four times, and had long talks
with him, And his doctors tell him, and he feels, that his
6nmpieta recovery would be retarded by having the raaponaibility
_ during that period of recovery. And he feels that it isn't
right to the country to have him unable to carry out all his

functions at this time.
Of course, he has kept in very close touch with the

Department, and saw a good many people out there -- probably
too many -- and he is coming along all right. It's one of those
long things. He had had it two years ago, Or three years ago, 1
think, when he went down to Miemi and he had to stay for about
three months. But he really is -—— he is coming along all right;
and the main thing'tn do, from my point of view, is to think a
1ittle bit about his recovery, to take the responsibility off of
his shoulders at this time.

He will act -- I don't know what you would call 1it,
but he will keep in very close touch with me, and be in and
around Washington for a while, a good while; and I suppose you
can say that he would act as -- to me -- &S adviser on foreign
policy. I won't'gi?e him a sheepskin for it. But he actually
will be, as a matter of practical fact, of course, in close

touch and do everything that he possibly can to carry on and

carry out the wonderful start that he has made on the United
Nations' plan, aiming towards peace during everybody's lifetime

at least. : ’

And T don't think there's any more news than that.

Q. How about a successor?
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THE PRESIDENT: I just sald there was no more news
than that.
Q. Is that effective immediately, Mr. President?
1 THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q. UMr. President, for our guidance, do you expect to
name a successor almost immediastely, or can we expect that Mr.
Stettinius will act ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I said there was no
more news on that.

Qe Mr. President, you have gone through the form --
the formalities of submitting a resignation and your acceptance
of it ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.

Q. (cnntinuing) --- have all been gone through?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q. Will there be any exchange of letters made public?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. The reason is that his
letter of resignation -- that one -- is a short letter of resig-
nation. No news in it. And the other letters are personal let-
ters between the Secretary and me.

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, what ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I told him yesterday that
under the circumstances I felt I had to go shead and accept 1it.

@&+« The resignation effective as of yastérday?

THE PRESIDENT:  No. When a successor 1s appointed.

Qe Iffective when a successor is appointed?

THE PRESIDENT: 'When a successor 1s appointed.
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Q. Mr. President, are you seeing Acting Secretary

Stettinius today? |
THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Yes., (adding) In fact, he is

lunching with me.
Qe _Tu change the subject a little bit, Mr., President,

we hear that you might be taking a vacation pretty shortly.
THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I might go to--- I am -- almost
any point, north, east, south and west. I am -- my plans, as
I said before, are somewhat in a state of flux. I might sur-
prise everybody. That is one reason why we have to keep =-- go

back to the -- to the old schedule of off the record.

Qe Mr. President, this is rather trivial, but some
people are wondering how you are getting along with your cigar-
ette supplies? (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I am not smoking nearly so
many. That is one reason.

Q. DBecause of the shortage, Mr. =---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What?

Q. Because of the shortage, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Because of my throat. I haven't
smoked nearly so many clgarettes since last -- since Hobcaw.

I learned to do -- not to do Yithnut them, because that would be
tough -- (more laughter) -- but instead of the two packs a day
that I did smoke, nnﬂll smoke substantially less than one pack,
which makes it easier. And I am not hoarding.

Q. Thank you, Mr. Presidenf.

(hurried exits)
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THE PRESIDENT: All right.

(laughter)

(Notebook PC-21 -- Page 48 =-- JR)
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CONFIDENTIAL
Press and Radio Conference #984
Executive Office of the Presldent

December 19, 1944, at 4.15 p.m., e.w.T.

THE PRESIDENT: How are you?

Q. Have a good rest?

THE PRESIDENT: Good time. (then to Earl Godwin, sit-
ting down in May Craig's chair) You threw lay out !

R, GODVIN: You look good.

THE PRESIDENT: The first thing that happens ===

“"R. GODWIN: (interposing) She says age before
beauty!

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- the day I get home and
you throw her out. (laughter) I think that's pretty tough.
That's ;ne thing I can't court-martial you on.

MR. GODWIN: Good. '

THT PRESIDENT: I don't know whether there's anything
else I can court-martial you on.

"M, GODVIN: You can't court-mertisl me, I've got my

draft card.

THE PRESIDENT: You don't think I could? 4And I could
meke it stick. That's easy.

VR. GODWIN: I belong to the musicians union. (more
laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: You see, I can induct anybody.

MR, GODWIN: Can you?

THE PRESIDENT: I can induct any one of you.




MR. GODWIN: There's my draft card.
THE PRESIDENT: And the minute you get inducted, you're

sub ject to court-martial.

Q. (aside) Serve you right if you inducted him.

MAY CRAIG: You can't induct us (ladies).

THE PRESIDENT: Pretty close to it. I can teke you
into the WAVES -- that's my own particular thing. How would
you like to belong to the WAVES?

MAY CRAIG: What?

THE PRESIDENT: How would you like to belong to the
WAVES?

MAY CRAIG: I'd like the WAC better.

THE PRESIDENT: Really?

MAY CRAIG: They go places.

1R, GODWIN: TYes.

MR, EARLY: Good for you, May. (laughter)

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: ‘Well, I won't say Merry Christmas yet,
I see you all on Ffiday. I hear that'yuur general health 1s
all right. I have been getting reports once a day from Steve
(Early) as to each person and his conduct, ---

VMR, EARLY: (interjecting, laughing) Oh!

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- and so forth. So far,
it has checked pretty well. You are to be congratulated on
such good reports. Otherwise, I don't know anything. The "big
chief™ ié here, sitting in his accustomed chair. He has been

away a long time. Threw a lady out, in order to get it!




(laughter)

MR. GODWIN: You embarrass me. (more laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't got any news.

Q. Mr. President, lMr. Bevin said in Londﬁn last week
that you initialed the Quebec British plean for British stabiliza-
tion of Greece. Could you tell us anything about that?

THE PRESIDENT: ‘vasn't that denled?

Q. Don't think so, sir.

PRESIDENT: State Department? I think so.
No, sir.

PRESIDENT: What?

No, sir.

PRESIDENT: 'Well, I think they said something in

a more pollte form than that.

Q@+« Is it to be denied, lir. President?
THE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't bring it up again. I think
it's contentious. I found a new word when I was away: contentious
(laughter) I wouldn't bring it up. There is nothing in that.
s lir. President, some of your strongest supporters

in the Senate, as well as some of your most ardent opponents ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Sounds as if ycu are

getting contentious again. (laughter)

Q. (continuing) Let's Jjust leave it your strongest
suppnrtfrs then -- went into detail yesterday, and soue of ‘them
today, I think, in saying that they thought the time had come
for you, the Presidgnﬁ, to re-stete the foreign policy of the

United States. That came from Senator Pepper and Senator




7984 - L 286

Guffey also. Is there any comment you would care to make, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I don't think so. I wouldn't try

_ it yourself, to re-state it, either.

Q. I beg your pardon?

THE PRESIDENT: If I were you, I wouldn't try to re-
state it yourself, any of you. It's on the record.

Q. Mr. President, in that connection, the Evening
Star last night had & headline which sald "Unlted States opposes
partitioning of Polend," whereas the Times-Herald had a headline
"United States supports partitioning of Poland."™

THE PRESIDENT: Now that ---

Q. (continuing) I wonder if you would care to
indicate your preference as between those two? (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: Vell now, there I am perfectly willing
to state my preference. I much prefer the Star to the other
paper in Washington. I didn't say newspaper, I said paper.

Qe IWhat is the distinction, sir?

Ik PRESIDENT: *hat?

%+ What's the distinection?

THE PRESIDENT: &ust that distinction between -- between
a decent paper and a -- a =-- another type of paper.

MR. GODWIN: (aside) Contenticus! That's the way.

LAY CRAIG: ‘Well, wr. President, this 1s a contentlous
question, but I would like a serious answer. (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: You would find it awful hard to get,
MNay. |

MAY CRAIG: There's a good deal of question as to
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whether you ere going right or left, and I would like your opin-
ion on which way you are going?

THE PRESIDENT: I am going down the whole line a little
left of center. I think that was answered, that question,
eleven and a half jears ago, and still holds.

MAY CRAIG: But you told us a little while ago that
you were goling to have Dr. Win-The-War and not Dr. New Desal.

| THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) That's right.

MAY CRAIG: (continuing) The question is whether you
are going back to be Dr. New Deal after the war ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, no. No. Keep
right along a little to the left of center, which includes win-
ning the war. That's not much of an answer, is 1t?

MAY CRAIG: No. (laughter)

THE PRESIDENT: However, you have broken the ice,

May .

Q. Mr. President, do you care to discuss the budget
for the next fiscal year?

THE PRESIDENT: No. I haven't had a chance to see
Harold (Smith) today. I am going to see him tomorrow.

Q. Mr. President, if you are going down a little left
of cénter, how does that match with the six appointments you
gsent up to the Hill on the State Department?

THE PRESIDENT: Very well.
Q. Would you call them a little left of center?

"THE PRESIDENT: I call me -- myself -- a little left

of center.
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Q._ You call what, lMr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: I call myself a little left of center.
'I have got a lot of people in the Administration -- oh, I know
some of them are extreme right and extreme left, and everything
else -- a lot of people in the Administration, and I cannot
vouch for them all. They work out pretty well, on the whole,
in the -- in the course of -----, Just think -- think, this
crowd here in this room -- liy Lord, you will find every opinion

from -- between left and extreme right.

Q. e are not in your Administration, lir. ‘reslident.

2. (interposing) Do you find them all for you?

THE PﬁESIDENT: What?

Q. Do you find them all for you?

THE PRESIDENT: No. A surpri%ing number are.

Q. Mr. President, would you welcome, and do you see
the prospect of an early conference with Mr. Churchill and Iir.
Stalin?

THE PRESIDENT: I saw that. Yes. A highly speculetive
story. -

Q. I asked you if you saw the prospect of an early
conference?

THE PRESIDENT: I seid it's highly -- ﬁignly -- what?
-- what was the word I used about 1t? -- speculative.

Q. I would like to eliminate the speculation and go

to the highest source. (laughter)
THE PRESIDENT: I know you would. So would I. You

are not the only one. (more laughter)
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MR. GODWIN: Mr. President, in being a little left of
center, you have noticed in your 1ife that many a progressive
or liberal stays where he 1s and becomes hopelessly conservative

as time goes on.

THE PRESIDENT: And you are exactly the same age as I

MR. GODWIN: Yes.
THE PRESIDENT: Now, do you feel that you are getting

more conservative?
MR. GODWIN: I think T am.

THE PRESIDENT: Do you?
MR. GODWIN: That's in contrast to some of the things

THE PRESIDENT: Well, that's -- that's bad. You must

be older than I am. (much laughter) Old age hasn't crept up.

on me yet. You ought to be careful. You ought to watch that;

it's a serious thing when 1t happens.

MR. GODWIN: You watch that Senate a while.

THE PRESIDENT: What?

LR. GODWIN: You watch that Senate & while, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) That's right.

MR. GODWIN: (continuing) -=-- you'll find out where
you are.

Qe But no flat statemanf has been made, nor a date
fixed for your next meeting with Mr. Stalin and Mr, Churchill?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Not true.

Q. Mr. President, whatever became of the
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generalship for Mayor LaGuardia? (laughter) .
. THE PREBIDENT: That is -- what's the word? -- iﬁ‘s
a French phrase: entrant.

Q. . What's that?

Q.  (aside) Bring the axe.

Q. Could you interpret that, sir -- translate it?

THE PRESIDENT: If that means anything to you, it's
grand. :

Q. He has still got the uniforms. (more laughter)

Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Churchill ever sign the
Atlantic Charter?

THE PRESIDENT: Nobody ever signed the Atlantic Char-
ter., Now that's an amezing statement.

Q. Vhere is it, lMr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, you're thinking in awfully --
oh, what will I sﬁy? -- banal phrases and thought.

There isn't any copy of the Atlantic Charter, so far
as I know. I haven't got one. The British haven't got one.
The nearest thing you will get is the radio operator on the
AUGUSTA and on the PRINCE OF WALES. That's the nearest thing
you will come to it. It's one Df the things that was agreed
to on board ship, ;nd there was no formal document.

And the aldes were directed to have the scribbled
thing, which was -- great many corrections, some I suppose in
lir, Churchill's handwriting, and some in mine, and some in the
-- who was 1t? -= Sir Alec Cadogan's handwriting, some in

scraps of paper, some in Sumner Welles's handwriting -- and
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"
the aldes were directed to have it sent off to the British gov-
ernment, and to the United States government, and released to
the press., That is the Atlentic Charter.
Q. Well, Mr. President, is it not true that all of
the United Nations have signed the ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Oh, Yes.

¢. (continuing) --- obligations of the Atlantic
Charter ---

THE PRESIDENT: (inter jecting) There -- Yes, that ---

Q. (continuing) --- through the Declaration of Wesh-
ington?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that was done on the first of
January, 1942, =---

J. (interjeeting) '43. 2%

THE PRESIDENT : {cuntinuing}. --- and that's all
signed. . =

There was one samusing thing that happened to it. The
original was, I think, typewritten in the State Department. And
finally, on the first of Jenuary, 1942, came in -- the Ambassa-
dors ceme in a great pert of thet day. e had two or tiaree

sessions. And we all signed up. And then a little leter on

Brazil and a couple of other countries signed, over in the
Dining Room in the hite House, which was all decorated with
flags.
i MR, GODWIN: Yes.,
THE PRESIDENT: Is that right?

LR, EARLY: That was liexico and the Philippines.
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Q. Mexicﬁ and the Philippines.

THE PRESIDENT: Mliexico and thé Philippines.

That's where I got caughf. Nobody caught on. The
press ﬁés there, though.

And the Britlsh Ambassador was sitting on my right --

I mean the Brazilien Ambassador was sitting on my right, and

the copy wasn't there! I delivered a speech, and then asked

the signatory powers to sign. But there was nothing to sign.
It was in the Department safe, and the keeper of the Daﬁartment
safe who knew the combination was out in Bethesda, which didn't
help at all.

fnd I said all right, we haven't got the document for
you to sign; and I wrote out longhand very simple words: we
hereby approve and join in the document of the United Nations
set up on the first of January last.

But before writing it, I looked for a pen, and there
wasn't any pen! -- (laughter) -- because the pen wouldn't work
~- didn't have any ink in it. It finally ended by my borrowing
the pen -- T used really strong language -- luckily I wasn't on
the air -- (more laughter) -- as to the lack of pens, and I
borrowed the fountein pen of the Brazilian ---

2+ (interjecting) Iiiexican.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- wexican Ambassador --
Najera, that's right. I think they have got ﬁhat.

MR, ZARLY: That's it.

Q. Mr. President, that Statement that was issued to

the press said it was a Statement signed by yourself and by




#98l4 -- 11 2691

the British Prime Minister. Is that literally not true, sir,
that it was merely presented through you -- that it was not a
document =---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) What Statement to the
press?

Q. When the Atlantic Charter Statement was issued?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

\Q. Issued through the White House.

THE FRESIDENT: It isn't a formal document. IHe has
got a lot of his handwriting -- some of mine -- in it, eand I
don't know where it is now.

2+ I understand thet, sir, but the caption on that
Statement that we received seid it was a Stetement signed by
your self and the British Prime liinister. I was just trying to
clarify whether that document actually had signeatures on the
bottom of it, or whether it did not?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I think it's probable, in time,

(

they will find some signatures -- documents and signatures.

(laughter)

Q. The splirit still is there, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: ell, we ali agreed on it, that's all
I know. I have got some memorenda that were signed by the
British Prime Minister, but it ﬁasn‘t the complete dpcument. It
isn't considered signed by us both.

Qe My recollection is that the thing that came up to
the Capitol sald at the bottom, "Signed Roosevelt and Churchill."

THE PRESIDENT: It couldn't have. He went back |

——
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to England.

Q. The formal message Of treansmission, sir, I belleve,

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes.b

Q. (continuing) =--- that it was signed.
MR. EARLY: (interjecting) Yes.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, cen you tell us ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) It was signed in sub-
stance. Now whether -- whether -----. There is no -- there is
no formel document -- complete document -- signed by us both.
Tbére are memoranda to the -- to the people there and to the
radio people.

IR, GODWIN: (interjecting) ﬂhéther or not it wes
signed, you promulgated and stood for it, end you stand for it
now?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And sent for the radio
man and sasid put this on the air, That's all.

3. Have you, since that time, Iir. President, wished
that you had a formal document which was signed, sealed and
attested?

THE PRESIDENT: No, except from the poinﬁ of view of
signtseers in Washington. I think that they will -- they will
like to see i1t, perhaps not solmuch as the Declaration of

Independence or. the Constitution of the United States. Vell,

if you wanted to exhibit it, there isn't any good reason we

can't.




Q. Thank you, Mr. President.

(Notebook PC-21 == JR -- Page 56)

#984 -- 13

274




272

CONFIDENTIAL

Press and Radio Conference #985
Executive Office 'of the Presldent
December 22, 1944 -- 11.10 a.m., e.W.t.

MAY CRAIG: (sitting down) Nobody got killed coming
in today.

3. There's Earl (Godwin)?

. He's here.

Q. Here he is.

THE PRESIDENT: There he is!

IR, GOD'VIN: Merry. Christmas!

MAY URﬂIG; You got quite a class now.

TR TRESIDENT: Now the last guest has come. GO into
dinner. (laughter)

3%. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: Before we heve the rush for the door --
probably quiet -- it is better for me now to wish you a very
Happy Christmas, all of you. liaybe you will all be here & year
from now. That is not meant as‘a prognostication, but a simple
statement of fact between gentlemen and ladies.

T don't think I have got anything at all. I could =--
T could say this, that -- several people have asked me to do
it -- those at home this Christmas, we can best help the Christ-
mas season of the fighting men, whom we are thinking ebout a
gnod deal these days, if we cerry on Dur.respective duties, do=
'ing those things that will contribute to winning the war as

quickly as we can; and therefore I think we should resolve
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to keep on the job and maintein the steady output of supplies
that are needed by these fighting men on the front.

Outside of that I haven't got enything.

Q. Mr. President, the Chicago Sun had a story that
you conferred with Chalirmaen Hannegan down at Yarm Springs, with
a governmental position for Hannegan telked about. Can you
prove that?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think I have any news on
stories of that kind, Pete (Brandt).

MR. GODWIN: Mr. President, if I can refer to this
Christmes message, one of the -- one of the Congressmen who came
back from the front, I think Overton of Louisiena, made this
statement, a statement like this: +that twice American forces
had been so depleted or so shy of ammpnition'that it gave the
Germans -- the enemy -- a chance to build up this particular
drive. I may not have it exactly rignt, but ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) One of the other papers
hed it differently. |

IR. GODWVIN: Did you -- that was -- that was Overton's
-- I didn't see it in a newspaper -- do you care to say anything
about that, or anything related to 1it?%

THE PRESIDENT: DNo. It depends a little hitlon which
Congressman you talked to.

R, GODWIN: $Sir?

TEHE PRESIDENT: It depends a little bit on which
Congressman you talked to énd which paper you write for.

Qs Mr. President, is there any announcement about
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Mr. Henry Wellace's position after ---
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, no.
Q. (continuing) --- the e
THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Nothing at.all.

=

Q. (continuing) --- inaugureation?

THE PRESIDENT: Not at all.

Q. Mr. President, is there anything you cean téll us
about the war situation? |

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. It would only be
an expregsion of one individual ---

Q. (interposing) You haven't anything ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- who doesn't know
much more about it than the press has -- very little more. Of
course, I get certain dispstches but nothing very recent -- the

dispatchés from Peris, I think it 1s; at least, they have that
date-line. They are, I think, up to Tuesday or ‘Vednesday,
that's all.

Q. That's all that's in the morning papers, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) fas, yés.

%+ (continuing) --- up until Tuesday. I thought
maybe you had something you could give us informally?

THi PRESIDENT: I have nothing further than that.

%+ UWr. President, have you had a chance to talk to
Budget Director Smith?

THE PRESIDENT: Talked to him on the phone yesterday.

Q. Tould you éive us any idea of what the Budget is

going to be? (the President shock his head)
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3. lr. President, could you ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Of course, on the
Budget, in a time of war, you must realize that you can make it
up any one of & great many ways;. You can make 1t up on the
agsumption that the war will last for six months, or that the
war will last longer than that. And they are ﬁurking on that

now. The general =-- the general picture will be that it has

got to be that the waer -- any assumption as to date is an im-
possible thing; énd therefore 1t will be a budget that will
contemplate the nontinuanée of war until Germany 1s licked.
And T am not -- I am not assuming now any more than I have be-
fore.

Qs Mir. President, do you contemplate saying anything
in addition to your generel Christmas greeting ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Not at all.

Q. (continuing) --- in your speech?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Qs Mr. President, on this budget matter, has ﬁhis
current Gerﬁan of fensive changed the plcture &t ali, - ——

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) No. Just the same,

Q. (continuing) --- or the suppositions of what

ig ===

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) No, it hasn't changed
my thought that I have had all along. I think I am about one
of the few people that hasn't said when the war's going to be

over.

%+ Mr. President, may I ask a question about the
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Atlantic Charter which was discussed at our last press confer-
ence? It seems that recently & number of people have felt that
we are losing the purbnses, or that they are slipping away
from us --- | -
THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Again, it depends on

which paper you read.

Q. Well, I would like to hear from the President and
not merely from others. I would like to know what‘the President
thinks about it?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I ought to prepare something a
little formel and thing it over, but I will try it.

There are certain -- you might .call them documents,
because is a telegram a document? -- I don't know -- pronounce-
ments, cell it that, that in all history heave been made. Some
of them are of a good deal of importance, some of them do have
an .effect on -- on the thinking of a public towards objectives,
and for a better world, |

And the Atlantic Charter stands as an objective. A
great many of the previous pronouncements that go back to many
centuries, they have not been attained yet, and yet the object-
ive 1s still just as good as it was waen it waslannouncsd sev=-
eral thousand years ago. |
_ And I think that the objective of the Atlantic Charter

is Just as sound, if you believe in that kind of objective =--
some people don't, some people laugh at it ;- Just as velid as
when it was announced in 1940 (meaning 1941).

There are a lot of people who say you can't attain
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an objective or improvement in human life or in humanity,
therefore why talk about it. 'Well, those people who come out
for the Ten Commandments they will say we don't all live up to
the Ten Commandments, which is perfectly true, but on the whole
théy are pretty good. It's something pretty good to shoot

for. The Christian religion most of us in the room happen to
belong to, we think it's pretty good. 7'e certainly haven't at-
tained it. 'Vell, =---

%. (interposing) Wesn't that ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- the Atlantic Charter
is going to teke its place, not -- not comparing it with the
Christian religion or the Ten Commandments, but as a definite
step, just the same way as Wilson's Fourteen Points constituted
a major contribution to something we would all like to see happen
in the world. weil, those Fourteen Points weren't all attained,
but it was a step towards a better life for the population of
the world.

And every -- every once in a while somebody comes for-
ward with something else, and will in the future. It dependg_
a little bit on how you are built.

Qe Ilir. President, you =-- did you mean to imply by
thaet -- you didn't meen =-- did you meean to imply by that that we
are as far from atteining the ends of the Atlantic Charter as
the world was a thousand yeers ago? |

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, No. ©Oh, No. The world goes a
little bit by peaks and valleys, but on the whcle the curve is

upward; on the whole, the -- over these thoussnds of years




human life 1s on a great deal better scale than it was then.
And we have got a long ways to go.

But things are better, and things are going to get
better, if we work for it. Thare-ara some people who don't
like to work for it -- some people in this room -- who are --
what will I say? =-- congenitally "agin™ that sort of thing.
Well, that is part of the peaks and valleys.

Q. Mr. President, you spoke of 1940. Wasn't that

GODWIN: 1941,

The Atlantic Charter?

GODWIN: August, wasn't it?

PRESIDENT: 1941, Yes. That's right.

GODWIN: August, 1941.

President, the -- I think the important statement

that you made, I was going to ask if you would permit a quota-

tion of "just as valid as announced in 1941"?

THE PRESIDENT: (nodding) Yes. ' 'Well, that's all
right.

Qe Mr. President, have there been any further develop-
ments toward a meeting between the Big Three?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet. And -- and, by the way,
when 1t 1s -- when it 1s made -- a development is made, you
won't be told. (laughter)

Q. (interposing) Iir. President, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) There is such a thing

known as security for a ship or for a plane,which we heve' to
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maintain, as we have in the past. It would be vital about mein-
taining it when they have known about the fact that I had gone --
e pretty good guess as to which way I had gone would be the same

thing.
IR, EARLY: liske that off the record.

THE FRESIDENT: Yes. That's off the record.

iIL GODIl: Is there any chance of inviting or bring-
ing, then, llr. Stelin here, do you think?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

%+ r. President, ---

THE PRUSIDENT: (interposing) That hes to be off the
record.

. GODWIN: That's all off the record, too?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes.

%+ Any steps been taken for quarterly meetings c;f
Foreign Secretaries?

THE PRESIDENT: I never heard of it until I read about
it in the paper.

%e lr, President, is there anything that could be
sald to further our understeanding as to whaﬁ hes held up this
meeting up to this polnt? ©Since you have sald you were anxious
to meet, lir. Churchill hes said the same thing.

THE PRESIDENT: 'Tell, again, I have got to tell you

off the record. It's largely a question of geography. There
aren't three people in the same place. You can't hold a con-
ference in several different places. There has got. to be one

place. That has to be off the record, too. In other words,




to find a place that three of us can go to.
2. Does the fact that the Premier of Russia 1s also

actively at the head of the armed forces have & bearing on
that?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Yes. ©Oh, Yes. Oh, all kinds of
factors.

%+ bir. President, Secretary of War Stimson said yes=-
terday that the Germans have to be ready for a Russian attack
at any time along the eastern front. The diplometic circles
are quoted here in 7Jashington as having said that the Russians
have already assured us of a winter offensive very soon. I
wonder if you would comment on any of that?

THE PRESIDENT: No, I couldn't. Now you're getting
into tactics -- strategy -- the military end.

Q. lir. President, could you tell us something about
your telks with Senators Fepper and Guffey the other day?

THE PRESIDENT: Very nice talk. On the telephone.
It was an the telephone.

% Mr, President, what did you tell them thet per-
suaded them to change their minds &bout the projected fili-
buster?

THE PRESIDENT: (lesughing) I don't know. I haven't

ot any news on a thing like that.

ws Are you going to meet with that group -- do you
expect to meet with that group after the first of the year
when the new Congress comes in?

THE PReESIDENT: I haven't the faintest idea.
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JIM WRIGHT: Mr. Presldent, there has been some dis-
cussion of a joint chiefs of sfafr for political and economic
questions, similar to the joint chiefs of staff for military
questions. Is there anything comparable to that in contempla-
tion?

THE PRESIDENT: I think that was a columnist sug-
gested that, wasn't it? It waes a columnist, that's right.

JIM WRIGHT: I au not a columnist. I wrote about it.

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Yes. They are -- all we can
say 1s that they are with us, an unnecessary excrescence on our
civilization. Xxcuse me. (laughter)

MAY CRAIG: ‘ell, Mr. President, -- (more laughter) --
but, Iir. President, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) ~For the reason, May, ---

MAY CRAIG: (interposing) But you got ome in the
family! (loud laughter) :

THE PRESIDENT: (laughing) Yes, that's true. That's
different. (continued laughter) Very good -- very good. That's
perfectly true, llay, but it's a little bit different. In the --
mostly it's a diary. (lirs. Roosevelt's "My Dey") (more
laughter)

<+ Thank you, lir. President.

THE PRESIDENT: Goodbye.

(continued laughter) "
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