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MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

001 

THE PRESIDENT: ·well, I -- I want to wish you all a 

very Happy New Year. And a~ I said to Steve (Early), all of you 

except a very small minority -- (laugnter) -- which is fair 
"" 

enough. 

I don't think I have any news at all. They probably 

told you this morning that the Message is going up on Saturday, 

and the Budget Director is holding a Seminar with the experts 

on Monday, and the Budget Message will go up on Tuesday. So 

that's a pretty good schedule. 
. 

MR. GODWIN: Some of us don't ·know whether you ar~ go-

ing to take that Message or not. Has that been made public? 

THE PRESIDENT: Going to what? 

MR. GODWIN: Whether you will . take the Message your-

self? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I am not taking any. I am send-

ing it up. 

~. Mr. President, do you endorse the recommendations 

made in the Byrnes Report (on Problems of Mobilization and Recon

version) this morning? 

THE PRESIDENT: SUbstantially, Yea. 

Q. Any of them that you differ with? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. Just a question of ---

. . . 
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Q. (interposing) Mr. President, would you oare to 

say anythi.ng about the suggestion tor work-or-tight legisla

tion? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so. 

Q. Do you endorse that, do you, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think so. 

Q. Mr. President~ when the Congressional Leaders 

lett this morning they said that you had indioated that you 

were going to see Churchill and Stalin soon. Is there anything 

more you can say on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Except to enter into an argument with 

you as to what the word soon means. And I will give it to you 

just as shortly as that: anon. (laugnter) You will find that 

they are synonymous, or practically so. 

Q. Mr. Pre·sident, do you think work-or-fight legisla

tion should be limited to 4F's, or cover a broader tield? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, ,now you are going into details. 

The details are up to Congress, to write the bill. 

Q. Mr. President, 

Q. (interposing) Mr. 
) 

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, is there anything 

you can tell us about any future plans you have tor Vice Presi

dent Wallaoe? 

THE PRESIDENT: Don' t think I have any news for you on 

that -- today. 

Q. Mr. President, in oonnection with the pos~ible 

meeting, you told us two or three weeks ago that there were 
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some physical and geographical ditriculties. 

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes. 

Q. 0 (continuing) Could you say now wbether or not 

those have been removed and the way seems to be open for a meet

ing? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. Now you are still getting into 

whether the ice conditions or the North Pole or the South Pole 

would be preferable on the date set. 

Q. The date has been set, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Wba t? 

Q. The date has been set? 

THE PRESIDENT: On a -- on whatever date is set. 

Q. Mr. President, Prime Minister Churchill was quoted 

last week, just before he left Athens, as saying that he had 

had telegraphic correspondence with you r.elative to following 

the Germans into Greece and seeing that the -- that the Greeks 

were fed. Do you care to go into that? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, except to say that the one thing 

that soeems the -- in a way the most im.porta.nt thing to do in all 

our dealings with rescued countries is to see that the popula

"tion doesn't starve t o death. We have all been thinking about 

that for a long,lDng time. or course, we continue to think 

about it. 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us something, please, 

if you can, about your visit with the French Ambassador (Henri 

Bonnet) yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT: Delighted to see him. And he asked 

1 
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me what -- what he could do, and I told him one thing that I . 
thought he should do -- ot course, I have had queries all over 

the place, and he might as well answer them: he is no relation -

ot the former Ambassador or the same name. 

MR. GODWIN: Have you anything that might interest 

the public to say about this -- ·the spies that were picked up 

in New York yesterday, and the possibility ar a spy offensive 

as indicated by those paper balloons? Possibly as Commander-in

Chief you may want to say something more about ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Of course, on the -

on the two spies that landed, it was a grand job to have picked • 
them up the way we did. We think they are the only ones who 

landed but, of course, we can never be sure; and the vigilance 

ot the F.B.I . and the Army and Navy people is being continued at 

the highest possible level. On the balloons, quite frankly, 

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, are you ---
' 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- I haven't got any 

more information than you have. Obviously, the first thing to 

do is to find out the origin of the balloons. 

MR. GODWIN: (interjecting) Yes . 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) That is not always easy. 

Q. Mr. President, could you say whether the men 

apprehended yesterday will be tried in the same fashion that 

the would-be saboteurs were tried in June 194.2 or so, I think 

it was? 

THE PRESIDENT: I can' t tell you d er ini tely, but I 

assume so. 
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Q.. l4r. President, are the B~nes tax proposals among 

those which you substantially endorse? 

THE PRESIDlml': Tax proposals? 

Q.. He had three tax proposals in there. 

Q.. (louder) The Byrnes tax proposals. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, ot course, that is a thing that 

I can't tell you about yet, because the actual details are not 

yet worked up, but I am in tavor ot the thing in principle. 

Q.. Do you know whether Secretary Morgenthau also is 

in tavor ot them, Mr.~resident? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. I said that is the 

thing we have got to talk over. 

Q.. He authorized a spokesman this morning to say 
• 

that he hadn 't been consulted on them. That is why I ask. 

(laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, he was consulted on them as much 

as all ot us ware. 

Q.. Mr. President, can you tell us anything about your 

meeting this morning with Secretary Stettinius? 

him? 

THE PRESID.KNT: As to who? What? 

Q.. With Mr. Stettinius?· 

MR. GODWIN: Mr. Stettinius. 

THE PRESIDENT: Did I what? 
• 

Q.. Can you tell us a.nything about your meeting with 
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THE PRESIDENT: No. There were two or the new 
. -Assista.nt Secretaries -- the Under Secretary and one or the 

Assistants -- whom I hadn't s'8en yet. 

Q. Mr. President, the British Ambassador was at the 
State Department today and said that he has been talking about 
methods or bringing this country, Great Britain and Russia into 
closer consultation on great problems . HaTe you given any 
thought to methods by which closer consultation could be 

achieved? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the only way to do would be to 
have a common capital for all three nations, and we can't have 
that . We are having very close cooperation between the three 
nations. The volume of correspondence_ and telegrams -- letters 
-- that goes on all the time, it would amaze you. 

~ 

00 

JIM WRIGHT: Mr. President, maybe you could do something, 
or tell us something about these many stories and comments edit
orially of the last few days, about the differences between 

these countries and how dangerous it is to the relationships, 
and so forth? Th~t really, I think, concerns a good many people, 
that trend or the discussion in the last few days. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, Jim, I think the -- the thing 
comes down to this. It's a perfectly natural thing. Anybody 
that has to write all -the time---

JIM 'YRIGHT: (interposing) It's what? 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- anybody who has to 
write all the time for public consumption, I am not talking 

ab·out the press, I am talking about anybody who writes tor a 
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magazine, or anything like that -- or writes a book -- is to 
-

lose sight or the difference between the principles -- this is 

nothing new, -I have said it so many times -- and the details. 

And if you establish principles, they are a guide. 

People -- to use an illust'ration, which is of course 

not parallel in any wa:y, but there were -- we were talking to 

Steve, just before you came in, about the Ten Commandments 

(Mr. Early b'egan laughing) ---

MR. GODWIN: (interposing) All of them? 

MR. EARLY: (aside.) J'ust , one or them • 
. 

THE PRESIDENT: All of them. All Ten. (laughter) 

MAY CRAIG: (aside) Steve! (more laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: And they are pretty good principles, 

but they are very often interpr~ted differently in individual 

oases. And that is the practical problem about peoples or the 

world, as well as individuals. They are perfectly good prin

ciples, but very often the exis~ing facts among the -- in rela

tion to this particular valley, or that particular t own, or 

that particular minority group, will vary from one case to the 

other. You do the best you can, and Steve agreed to that. You 

do the best you can. 

JIM WRIGHT~ Do it feebly or do it well? 

THE PRESIDENT:· What? 

J'IM WRIGHT: Do it feebly or do it well? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, yes. 

J'IM WRIGHT: On all Ten? 

THE. PRESIDENT : All · Ten: ··(more laughter) 



#986 -- 8 
' 

Q. Mr. President, has the decision been made about 
whether the Secretary of State will accompany you, when you do 

meet with the other chiefs of ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Well, you will know 

about that sometime atter we meet. (laughter) 

MR. GODWIN: Had you finished with ·that parallel of 

the .Ten Commandments? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you had better not pur sue it 
any turther. (more laughter) 

.MR. GODWIN: The business that Jim is talking about 

does worry lots of folks, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes, yes. 

MR. GODWIN: (continuing) --- and you might want --

it you haven't finished with t~t, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes? 

JIM WRIGHT: (interposing) I was talking, Mr. Fred

dent, about that story quoted from the London Chronicle, for 

example, in today's paper---

VOICES: (interposing) Econ~ist • 

.JD4 WRIGHT: I beg your pardon -- Economist. 

THE PRESIPENT: I haven't seen the story itself, 

.JD4 WRIGHT: ( inter j acting) Well , there were some 

.pretty direct ---

THE P.RESIDENT: (continuing) --- just excerpts about 
it. 

Well, it depends a little on how you approach the 
, 

subject, whether you want to approach the subject out loud 
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or not -- in print~ There are lots ot things that yo~ don't 

want to put down at ·this particular time. It doesn't do any 

good. As tor instance, as to -- what? -- Steve's interpretation 

at the Ten Commandments. It isn't -- it isn't a thing Which 

probably is good at this time to pursue. We don't get much 

turther. It does -- it does till a certain number ot lines, but 

that's about all. Doesn't get the world much further ahead. 

Q.. The interence would be, Mr. President, from what 

you said, that you are hopeful of reconciling what differences 

there are? 

'!'HE PRESIDENT: Well , don't you think there are ditf er

enoes? Don't you think that they are necessary? 

Q.. Inevitable. 

THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely. They are inevitable. 

Some are important. Some are not very important. 

~Thank you, llr. President. 

MR. EARLY: {to the President) I am going right over 

and surrender to J. Edgar. (laughter) 

MR. GODWIN: As you get older, some ot them are easier 

to keep. 

'!'HE PRESIDENT: Yes. It's a new year, and I like to 

rub it in at the beginning ot a new year. 

MR. GQDWIN: All right. 

THE FRESIDENT: (to Jim Wright, talking to .Mr. Early) 

Jim, what are you doing, congratulating him? 

Q.. He wants to know which one, s 1r. (more 

laughter) - · 
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THE PRESIDENT: ShTe al:ways makes a good subject tor 

conversation. - -

liberally. 

Q. I don't know how he is as an interpreter. 

Q. I hope he interpretB the Ten Commandments 

'1m PRKSIImNT: Yes. ~oo~tliiued 1augb.ter) 

' 

-
(Notebook PC-21 -- Page 98 -- JR) 
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MR. DONALDSON: All in. 

011 

THE PRESIDENT: I thought you might -- it you want to 

notity your offices on the space question, that the Message to

morrow is going to be uncomfortably long. You might just as well 

set aside spa~e for it, those who print Messages in full. 

Q. What will that be, sir, about 65-75 hundred? 

THE PRESIDENT: More than that. - Around eight thousand 
. 

words. Terrible. I am ashamed of it. But it's wartime. War-

time produces things out of proportion. 

Q. Any tables and charts? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. No. 

Q. Do we get any extra newsprint? (laughter} 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. Do we get any extra newsprint? ....... 
THE PRESIDENT: I think so. 

Q. Mr. President, have you thought whether you .might 

broadcast that, after it is delivered by the Clerk? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think I probably will, tomorrow 

night. 

Q. Do you know what time ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing} Not the whole eight 

thousand words. Just a summary. 

Q,. Mr. President, ---
( 
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THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) In my position, I am 

not allowed to summarize. 

~. (continuing) --- will there be any possibility 

ot any advance copies today -- this evening? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe so, Paul (Leach). I 

don't think we will get it out until tomorrow morning . 

~. ~ulte a mechanical problem ---

THE PRESIDENT: ( i nterjecting) Yes, 

Q. (continuing) --- involved there? 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) - -- yes, 

~. Can you tell us, Mr . President, what time it will 

go up on the Hill? 

MR. EARLY: (interjecying) Hasn't been set yet, Mr. 

President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Ste~e hasn't got the time yet . 

Q. How long, Mr. President, a half-hour? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

MR. EARLY: The President would like nine-thirty to 

· ten, or not later than ten -- ten to ten-thirty. The networks 

have not been asked. 

~. Steve, will you ~ay that again? 

MR. EARLY: Nine to nine -thirty, or ten to ten-thirty. 

Not later than that. 

~. Mr. President, have you discussed Amarican foreign 

policy in this ---

THE FRESIDENT: (interposing) ·Nhat? 

Q. (continuing) Will you discuss American foreign 

, 
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policy in this ·Message? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, something about it. Won't be all 

the eight thousand words though. 

Outside of that, I don't think I have any news at 

all. 

~~ Mr. President, there is some question about our 

policy toward Italy, whether we are going to feed Italy or 
' 

whether the British have agreed to feed Italy. Sane of the 

people in the War Department said that some of your promises 

during the campaign may have just been made during the campaign. 

Can you tell us anything about that? 

THE PRESIDENT: (inaudible) -- how much is going in.· 

~. Is there a new program being agreed upon? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, Yes. Absolutely. There is more 

:t:ood going in. 

~. Have you any idea whether 300 grams go 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Oh, I don't know.- Two 

eggs, or one? I honestly don't know. We are getting more food 

into Italy. 

Q. (interposing) Mr. President, one---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I suppose you might say 

more calories. I can't tell you in terms of grams or pounds. 

More calorie..::~_.,.:. 

Q. Mr. President, one question that seems to be dis

cussed in the last day or so, in connection with that, is 

whether the necessary shipping is now available, or whether 

that is .still a problem that has to be solved? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Shipping is still a problem, a vary 

great problem. 

Q,. Still is. 

014 

~. Mr. President, some people seem to think that a 

good deal of the talk about Italy could .. be cleared up if·. the 

ini~ial Armistice terms were made public that have been 

suppressed for some time, and they seem to think that the milit

ary ---

THE .PRESIDENT : (interposing) That is considered 

important by the people on the spot, the military people on the 

spot. There are a lot of people back home who know a great 

deal more about that, of course -- in their own estimation. 

Q.. Mr·. President, 

~. (interposing) h~. President, 

~. (interposing) N~. President, it was announced 
~ 

on the ticker, within the last fifteen or twenty minutes·, that 

(British) General (Bernard L. ) Montgomery has been placed in 

field com.-nand of the First and Ninth Armies. Can you discuss 

that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. The usual story -- newspaper 

story. I heard it. 

· Q. . This was an announcement. 

&ffi . EARLY: Yes , si~. 

Q.. On the ticker. 

THE PRESIDENT: You mean that he is taking command of 

the one -- the First Army, is it? 

Q.. And the Ninth, sir. 
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Q. The First and the Ni nth , sir . 

~ . Do you know why t hat was done , s ir? 

THE PRESIDENT : Regul ar field oper at i ons . I f I were 

there, I woul d pr obabl y know mor e about it . Done by Eisenhower. 

Q. There i s some stuff comi ng over f r ozn Europe that 

it was done because of the loss of comnunioati on between Brad-

ley ' s headquarter s and the First and Ninth , because of the 

bulge -- Br adley south of t he bulge and these armies are north 

of the bulge . 

TtiE PRESIDENT : I am not over ther e , on ~he spot . 

Don ' t you t hink the source ought to come from there - - the news? 

I don't know why they should 

Q. (interposing) It doesn ' t imply, does it , sir , 

that he has been made ---

THE PRESI.:)Ef..TT: (interjecting) Oh , No . Oh , No . 

Q. (continuing) - -- the (deputy supreme) co~~ander? 

Q. . Mr. Pr esident , has Vice President ·.vallace writt en 

you a letter r equesting that he be a l lowed to become Secretar y 

of Commerce , if a vacancy should occur? 

THE PRESIDENT : I will have to look in my personal 

files . 

~. You haven ' t seen it in your files? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT : Well , i f I had I wouldn ' t.Hell you . 

(more laughter) 

Q. Mr. President , have the date and place for the . . 

meet i ng of the Bi g Three been set? • 

THE PRESI DENT : Yes and No , if that wi ll help you 
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~. How long does the "Yes" apply? 

THE PRESIDENT : What? 

~. How long does the "Yes" apply? 

#987 6 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, you see, the trouble is I might 

give you a hint as to whether it's the southern hemisphere or 

the northern, if I said anything at all . It would depend on 

ice conditions a good deal. 

Q.. Will President De Gaulle participate, Mr. Presi-

dent? ' 

THE PRESIDENT: We haven't discussed it at all. 

Sorry not to be more helpful. 

01 

~. :Mr . President, dispatches out of Paris· this morn

ing indicate that General De Gaulle has received some communica

tion from :•rashin_gton indicating that France is going to get a 

considerably increased amount of war material. Have you for-

warded such a communication to him? 

THE PRESIDENT: Don ' t - - don't put it in that way. 

I shall not have anything to say about it now . Wait till the 

Message -- wait till tomorrow Noon. 

Q.. Might expect something then? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes . Might expect something then. 

Q.. Mr. President, will your Message say anything 

about . the manpower draft? 

other day. 

TrlE PRESIDENT: Oh, Yes. I think I said that the 

I 

Q.. Will your Message also, sir, refer to possible 
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new policy on Italy? Dispatches out or Rome ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Wait a minute. Don't 

ask me any more questions about what is going )nto the draft. 

I did the other day, by mistake, say that that manpow~r was go

ing in, and so I got stuck on it, but I can't talk about what 

is going into the Message beforehand. 

Q. .Well, aside from the Message there have been 

indications that there has been .a joint agreement by the United 

States and Great Britain on Italy, and that there will be an 

announcement shortly? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know what that is honeru;ly 

-- I have no idea. 

~. Mr. President, is there any possibility that 

other leaders than the Big Three might attend that conference? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Really honestly don't 

know. 

Q. Mr. President, will Secretary Stettinius accompany 

you to the meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT: I th ink you will know that about a 

week after the meeting's been held. (laughter) Not getting 

very far this morning , Bert (Andrews). (mo~e laughter) 

Q • . Well then, that indicates, Mr. President, that the 

meeting will follow the pattern of the Teheran, Casablanca --

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) It will follow the 

20th of January! (much laughte~) Now that's a real piece or 

news. 

Q. Yes, sir. (more la~ter) 

' 
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THE PRESIDENT: That's _good for a lead. (more 

laughter) 

Q. (aside) It has been written. 

Q. Even it it is obvious, what I was getting at, 
though, sir, is this indicates that the plans for the meeting 
will rollow the Casablanca and Teheran patterns or meetings be
ing held in secrecy while they are in progress? 

. THE PRESIDENT : Well, when we take the thousands ·of 
questions, I could very sately say to you that no two neetings 
are the same, though I can tell you the agenda will be some
what different from Casablanca, and somewhat different from 
Quebec, and somewhat different from the ones here . Every meet
ing is different, as in natural history there are different 
species, although most of them belong to the same genus, if 
you know your lineal theory. 

Q. ~~ . President , have you decided on any new job 
for Vice President Wallace yet? (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: That's like saying the same thing. 

Q.. I4r . President , was there anything signi:ficant 
in the tact that the British Ambassador gave you a copy of "The 
English Spirit" yesterday, in view of some of the British Edit 
ori als? ·(laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: English Spirit? Oh . Here it is. I 
am taking it with me, taking it with me to the Pole. 

Q. Can. you tel~us)anything about that meeting with 
' . 

Lord Halifax yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT: We had an awfully good time. 
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Talked about all kinds ot things under the sun. 

Q. Mr. President, would you care to comment on the 

reports that orders are now being prepared to ban virtually 

all conventions of ---

THE PRESIDENT: ( inte.rposing) No. I read that in 

the paper this morning. That is the only comment ! can make on 

it. But I don't know. I haven't r ead it. I haven't seen 

Jimmy Byrnes since then. 

Q. · Mr. President, you said more supplies were moving 

· into Italy. Does that mean ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No, I didn't say that. 

Q. You didn ' t say that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I said something about that would be 

in the Message , and then I said I would say nothing more about 

it. 

MR. EARLY: No, 1lr . President . More supplies moving 

into Italy. 

THE PRESIDENT : You mean are going into? 

Q. Yes. 
. . 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , Yes . I was thinking about the 

the French -- the French troops -- additiopal troops . Yes , 

there are certainly mor e supplies _going into Italy. 

Q. Does that mean, sir , that Richard Law's mission 
,_ 

over here to get more shipping~o move supplies has been success-

ful? 

~IE PRESIDENT: I wouldn't put a thing that way. You 

had better put this ott the record. And it is the true --
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the t r ue tact that -- you can wr ite t he gener al idea - - when I 

went over to Casablanca, I happened to stop in an African por t 

- - west coast, and I saw there a tanker, quite a big tanker 

about one- thi r d full ot oi l . 

And I spent the day there , and I just happened to ask 

the questi on, "How long has that ship been here?" 

And they - - local people - - said, "It has been here 

about fourteen months . We are using her as a station ship for 

oil for the planes that are necessary 

until we can get the tanks put up. " 

I said, "Where are the tanks?" 

the patrol planes - -

"Well," they said, "theg are here on the ground, but 

we haven't got the means -- the mechanics -- to put up the 

tanks. Just as soon as those tanks are put up, the tanker· will 

be emptied into them. '.'le have been using her as, what we call 

a store ship. " 

And then I started a review as to where all ships 

were. It was a natural tendency, in hundreds of different parts 

of the world where you have to have supplies, to use the ship 

that brought the supplies in as a store ship. It makes it much 

easier to unload as you need it. Of course, that ties a ship 

up . She can't make a voyage. 

So the British and ourselves went into the question 

of how many places there were, how many ships were tied up as 

store ships , and we dug up between us a lot of them. Oh, I 

suppose we dug up fifteen or twenty ships in different places 

in the world , and issued orders that the~ must be unloaded at 
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once and put the ships back into regular work. Well , the t i me 
had come - - that was near ly two years ago -- and the time had 
come about t wo months ago , when there were -- ev er ybody felt 
that there were probably a lot of missi ng ships bei ng used as 
stor e ships . 

Well, that is one of the things that Law came over 
on, in order to use to the best use -- highest use and quickest 
use all of ·these ships all over the world that wer en ' t bei ng 
used. Well , we have dug up qui te a l ot of ships,. and that is 
the net result of what Mr. Law oame over here on -- and the 
use of ships that ar e going into commission . 

02 

• Ther e is a ship shortage , although we have dug up 
quite a lot of ships that were , again , being used as store ships 
or confined to a small area. And it has been very useful . And 
it is a thing that , I suppose no matter how long the war lasts, 
you have to make an effort to see that some ambitious commander 
in some given area doesn ' t keep ships for his own use, and put 
them into the world war navy - - a distribu'tion of them. 

So that's about all it was. 

Q.. 1•Ir . President , what was your personal reaction to 
the action of the House in making the Dies Committee a permanent 
body? 

THE PRESIDliliT: Wouldn ' t you say that that is really 
a question for the House? 

Q.. The House has already expressed its sentiments, 
sir. 

THE PRESI DENT :. Yes , yes . I think that ' s up to --·. 
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the Hous e. 

Q. Thank you, Mr . Pr esi dent . 

. . 

. ' 
(Notebook PC- 21 - - Page 116 -- JR) 
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THE PRESIDENT : I was looking for a whipping boy for 

today ' s conference . I used Steve for it last week . I ' m look-

ing around to see which one I would use today . 

Q. Got anything to whip him for ? 

023 

THE PRESIDENT : No . Just to change the subject, that's 

all. (laughter ) That ' s what I used Steve for the other day . 

Q. He ' s sturdy. He can stand it again . 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes . (then to J.;r . Godwin): How is 

it go ing , all right? 

;.:R . GOD . .'IIN : All right . 

THE PP..ESIDENT : }J:aybe I can pick you out . 

r.m . GOD".'III\J : Pick J.:ay Craig. She never gets any pub

licity. (laughter) 

THE P~SIDENT : No . I know it . 1-:ay , you can sit 

down . (she did) 

?.ffi . DONALDSON : J...ll in . 

Tim PRESIDENT : St eve says I haven ' t got any news at 

all, and that ' s the highest authority. 

Q. . Mr. President, in your Budget Message you f-oresaw 

a need for permanent mediation machinery for the adjustment of 

labor disputes . Is there anything you coul~ell us about what 

y ou had in mind? Do you have in mind continuing ·::.L • .a., or 

establishing a completely new labor agency? 
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THE PRESIDENT : The t hing has got to be worked out 

with Congress. Get them to study it . I don ' t think it has 

got beyond that .stage yet. 

Q. Mr. Pr esident, did you have legal opinion as to 

whether you .oould constitutionally draft nurses? 

THE PRESIDENT: Had a lawyer tell me . 

Q. That you can? 

THE PRESIDENT: . Yes . 

Q. The Department of Justice? 

THE PRESIDENT: I asked about it particularl y . 

~rn. GODWIN : Under what law, the regular Selective 

Service law, sir? 

'E-IE PRESIDENT : Oh , .you will have to ask the Attorney 

General . I couldn ' t go into the legal details of t hat. I 

only used to be a lawyer . (laughter) 

MR . GODYliN : 'Nell, would it be a headache for the . 

draft boards? Is it a draft board matter? 

THE PRESIDENT : What? 

lJR . GODWI N: Is it a draft board matter? 

~ PRESIDENT : I don ' t know. You had better ask 

the Attorney General. 

Q. W~ . President, in line with your comment in this 

Message on the State of the Union, on rumors made in Germany, 

there is a paper down South that has a new slogan, that the 

only hope the enemy now has is to cause confusion , distrust 

and suspicion on the home front . Do you have any comment on 

such a slogan in the newspaper? 
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THE PRESIDENT : I think it's all right. It's true. 

' Pretty good i dea. 

Q. Mr. President , can you tell us yet whether you 

have got a new post lined up for · Vice President ','!allace? 
• 

THE PRESIDENT : Sam~ reply as last time and the time 

before . I 've forgotten what it was, but it goes. (laughter) 

Q. N~. President, among the criticisms of. the Ward 

seizur e case, Montgom¢ery Ward in Chi cago, is the remark has 

been made that it is -- the question has been asked , does this 

constitute a new concept in regulations of industry by Govern

ment in having a seizure to enforce an order of a bureau? 

THE PRESIDENT : No , because as a good .many peopl e 

have tried to point out , have tried to make a parallel between 

it and the Petrillo case , in the Petrillo case they were it 
-

was the kind of "ditty" that didn't seem to be impor-tant to 

winning the war , and in the Montgomgery Ward case it would . I 

think they were both findings of fact by the 1!1 . L. B. 

Q.. !Vir . President, anything new on the Greek situation? 

I see that reports latest reports are that the offer of truce 

has been withdrawn by the British commander- in- chief . I 

wondered if there were any new developments? 

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard that, except as a 

flash . 1.'le have had nothing, except as - - literally from the 

other side, but I have had nothing personally • • 

Q.. Is it possible to say that the United States Gov

ernment and the Brit ish are cooperating on the possible offering 

of a new t r uce to the ELAS forces? 

' 
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THE PRESI DENT: I can ' t comment on it because I 

haven 't heard any word yet. 

Q. Mr. President, the Congressional Leaders said 

t hat you were aware of a downward t rend of Ameri can public 

opini on on our foreign policy. Can you giv e any more on that? 

THE PRESIDENT: No other than what I made . 

Q. 1~ . Pres ident , do you have any more information 

than has come in on the press services about this operation in 

the Lingayen Gulf? 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing at all . I think you will get 

some news sometime this afternoon , around five or six o ' clock . 

PAUL LEACH: Mr. President , General Bradley this 

afternoon 

' tm EARLY_ ·. £ ... . (to the President) Is that statement 

publ ishable now? 
.. THE PRi£SI DENT : What ? 

J.:n . EARLY: That news , is i t five or six o'clock? 

THE PRESIDENT: · :ve expect some news around fiv e or 

six o'clock . 

r::n . EA-RLY : Is that all right to publi sh that now? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. You can publish that now. I 
-

think t he news will come down here from General J,JacArt hur . 

Probably be released out there . 

·,'lhat is it , Paul? 

~ · PAUL LEACH: - General Bradley, in an interview this 

afternoon in France, sai d that the German breakthrough as it 

has developed might shorten the war, that it has been ~-
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not been a successful operation for the Germans. Have you any 

inf orma t1 on on that'? 
. 

' THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I would have to ask Bradley more 

details. (la~ghter) 

to\ee 
~. Mr. President, Harold McMillan announced last 

~riday that the United States and Great Britain were on the 

. verge of agreeing to a new plan fo.r increasing aid to Italy. 

Can you tell us anything about that, sir? 

~rlE PRESIDENT: Not that I know of. They are they 

are having a bit of a time, I think it was -- oh, what? -- a 

couple of weeks ago. I asked them to increase the number of 

what was it? calories t ·o 300 now. 

~. Grams. 

THE PRESIDENT: Vlhat? 

~. 300 grams, sir . 

MR. BARLY: Grams. 

THE PRESIDE!~: Yes. And. they are having a good deal 

of difficulty in getting it over there in ships, and a lot of 

people have been disappointed because it hasn't been carried 

out. And we are working on ways and means to get more grams 

over there, to come up to the 300 a day. 

Q.. Thank you, lilr. President. 

~. Thank you, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT : That ' s easy. 

MR. GODViiN: Yes, sir. 

(Notebook PC- 21 -- Page 137 JR) 
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MR. DONALDSON : All in. 
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THE PRESIDENT: May (Cr aig), you are the president or 

the ladies ' press a}'sooiation , or are you the ex- president? · 

MAY CRAIG : Ex-president . 

THE PRESIDENT : Ex? 

MAY CRAIG: Yes, sir . 

THE PHESIDENT: 'Nell , ---

Q. (interposing) Political boss. 

THE PRESIDENT : '.'lha t? 

Q. The political boss . (laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT : You can still do something about it . 

If you will go to the t.lrs . 's next press conference , she will 

give you sone story, and tiiss Char l 7/illiams will give you a 

story on -- wait a minute until I look and see - - (laughter) 

on the roster of qualified women , which was started by that 

last White House conference . 

MR. EARLY : (aside) Educational. 

THE PRESIDENT : Well , I won ' t tell you anything about 

it . They have made up a roster, and it isn ' t final -- 230 
~ 

names,._ You know about it? 

MAY CRAIG : Yes, sir . '.'!e asked her to get it , but . j 

we didn ' t know whether she could or . not . • 
' 

THE ERESIDENT: She is gett i ng ¥1.ss Charl 
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Williams to give it to you to give it out . 

MAY CRAIG: Thank you. 

THE PRESIDENT: Outside of that, I don't think I 

have anything. (laughter) I had a talk-- (more laughter) 

MAY CRAIG : (aside) This is a private conference. 

THE \'RESIDENT: (continuing) --- I had a talk this 

morning with various members or the Congress and Senate 

e,l;ld General Marshall, Adnl.iral King -- in regard to the national 

service act; and I am sending up, pro?ably tomorrow, a letter 

!rom the General and the Admiral and myself to the Committee, 

emphasizing the extreme need tor certain action on the national 

service act, because we need the people, both in the Army and 

in production. 

Q. Can you tell us what that certain action is, Mr . 
President? You said you were exercising -- pointing out the 

extreme need tor certain action? 

THE PRESIDENT: For certain action -- tor some action . 

!Veli, it was largely taken care of in the Annual Message, 

which you have r ead. 

MAY CRAIG: I didn't quite understand, b~ . President. 

Did you mean national service or universal service, or - -

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) No, no . National 

service, 

MAY CRAIG: (continuing) limited -- limited ser-
r ·• I 

vice? 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- yes. 

• I 
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Q.. Will that letter, sir, be signed by you and Gen

eral Marshall and Admiral King, or will that be separate? 

THE PRESIDENT: The Message -- the letter will be 

sent to me, and I will transmit it. 
. 

Q.. With a Message of your own to accompany it, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: A few kind words . (laughter ) 

MR. GODWIN: Mr. President, you probably know it, I 

just make the statement, that Philip Murray was a very impos

ing witness before the fuilitary Affairs Committee of the House 
I 

today, and simply knocked down national service as a compulsory 

matter entirely. Does this letter go into any argument about 

the the matter of -----? 
THE PRESIDENT: Did he have any alternative for it? 

MR. GOD~~N: Hls -- Yes, as I recall it. I covered 

the hearing. His alternative you may not call it an alter-

native, but it was a better -- a better use by voluntary 

methods of existing manpower . 

THE PRESIDENT : ~.'/e don't think it will bring results . 

Q. W~ . President, have you reached any decision yet 

on bringing the interim agreements on the air conference into 

force? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, not yet. I haven ' t seen it for 

some time • 
. -
Q.. Mr . President , there have been numero4s r~ports 

that there may well be further revisions or additions to that 

Mexico water treaty over the Rio Grande and Colorado. Do you 

contemplate taking any action similar to t~at on the oil 

' . 
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agreement? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. No . 

Q. Mr. President, over the week end, Chairman Con

nally of the For eign Relations Committ ee proposed an interim 

council of United Nations to handle on a joint basis some of 

the problems that will confront the United Nations . Have you 

given any thought to such an idea? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not any more than what you know al

ready. I am going to see , anon, the Prime Minister of Britain 

and the Marshal of Russia . 

Q. Mr . President, is ther e anything new on Cabi net 
• • 

changes, particularly with reference to Labor and Commerce? 

THE PRESIDENT : You probably won ' t know anything 

about Cabinet changes or not until anything occurs. (sic) 

(laughter) ! 

Q. l int~rposing) ro1r . President, ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) Is that vague enough? 

(more laughter) 

Q. ~~ . President, there have been some reports from 

London lately, with reference to the War Crimes Commission , 

that its oper ations apparently have run up against a stone wall, 

or something or other . Could you throw any light on that? 

THE PRESIDZNT: I don ' t think I can. I don't know 
• 

enough about it, about what the internal workings of it have 

~ been. 

Q. Mr. President, some of the British newspapers 

yesterday and today were somewhat dist urbed over what they 
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said was a situation that· the Secretary or S~a~e was going to 

MexiOo, but Mr. Hopkins was going to attend th,e Big Three 

meeting. Anything you can -----? 

THE PRESlD:Etfr: No. lt' s hard enough to comment on 

the American press. (laughter) 

032 

1 I 
Q. • . Can you tell us , Mr . President, if the Secretary 

of State will go with you? 

THE PRESIDENT: I ~It tell you anythi<Ilg about any-

thing, I l 

Q.. (interposing) Mr. President, on the subject or 

national service ---

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- except the word anon, 

that's all. Just the word anon. 

Q.. (aside) Anen or.anonymous? 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) But you will .know after 

it's all over. 

Q.. Mr. President, on the subject of national service, 

do you have any preference with respect to civilian penalties 

ver.sus a special unit of the armed f orcas ---

• THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I think t hat's up to 

the House Committee who is handling it. 

Q. . Mr. President, do you have any comment on the Big 
I 

Three ·meeting becoming a Big Four meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. . . 

~~y CRAIG: Mr. President, I was a little slow on the 

"uptake" that time. The Washington Post carried a story this 

morning -- Washington Post, ---
'• 

I ,., 
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THE PRESIDENT: (interJecting) Yes. 

- MAY CRAIG: {continuing) --- saying that Senator 

Brewster said yesterday at the Mayflower that Stettinius was 

to be shunted off to Mexico and Hopkins to go with you. so 

that was American press. 

THE PRESIDE1TT: That was American press. It shows 

how difficult it is to control it. {laughter) 

Q. Mr. President , is there any comment you would 

like to make about some reports that there was a delay in the 

meeting of the Big Three? 

THE PRESIDEN'r: I guess it 1 s one of "them" things. 

Same category. 

Q. Mr . President, three years ago you said that 

baseball should continue as a morale builder, and so- forth . 

We were asked by the sports people today to ask whether you 

still felt that it could continue? 

THE PRESIDENT : If it ' s possible to continue it 

without hurting the employment of people, or the building up 

of the Army . I still am all in favor of baseball, but I don 't 

think that a perfectly healthy young man should play baseball 

at this time. 

Q. 1~ . President, do you have any comment on 

Senator Vandenberg's proposal for special treaties to k'e'ep 

Germany and Japan weak? 

THE ffiESIDENT :· · Oh, we talked all about it the other 

day , when I had the Commi ttee in, and we agre.ed on e~erything. 

Had a very pleasant meeting, and we agreed to say nothing 

.. 
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further about it. • 

Q. Agreed on --- t 

THE PRESIDENT : (inter posing) What? They agreed, 

and I agreed. 

Q. You mean that you agreed with them, Mr. Presi-

dent? 

THE ffiESIDENT: Vlhat? 

Q. Did you agree with Senator Vandenberg's ---

THE PRESIDENT : (interposing) Yes, and they agreed 

with me. 

Q •. Did you agree specifically on the Vandenberg 

plan , Mr . President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I said that we ·agreed to say nothing 

further about it . 

Q. Did Senator Vandenberg agree to say nothing 

about it , Mr . President? 

THE PRESIDENT : I just said that I woul dn ' t say any

thing more about it . 

~ . (aside) Anon. 

Q. Mr. President, do you agree with Senator Pepper's 

statement yesterday, that Senator Wheeler ' s speech might give 

aid and comfort to the German people to make them continue on, 

in the hope that they can stop us from carrying out uncondit

ional surrender? 

THE PRESIDENT : Didn't the Secretary of State say 

something along that line last week? 

1/ffi . EARLY: Yes, sir . 

. . 

.. 
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THE PRESIDENT : That's what I thought. (laughter) 

Q. What are you going to do wi th Steve (Early), Mr . 

President? 

THE PRESIDENT : What? -

Q. What are you going to do with Steve? We under-

stand he is going overseas? J 

THE PRESIDENT: Which directi on? 

Q. That ' s what we would like to know. 

THE PRESIDENT : • So would I. I don ' t think that his 

-- what do they call it? - ·- itinerarY. is made out yet . He is 

going , some time . 

Q. Is his itinerary going to coincide with yours, 

Mr. President? 

~iE PRESIDENT: I don ' t know, because I haven ' t seen 

it . (laughter) 

Q. You mean you haven't seen his, or yours? ' 

THE PRESIDENT : What? 

Q. You mean you haven ' t seen his, or your itinerary? 

TilE PRESI DENT: He hasn't seen mine and I haven 't 

seen his . He doesn ' t know where I am going, is that right , 

Steve? · 

MR. EARLY : Yes , sir . (more laughter) 

Q. ' Thank you, ¥~ . President . 

THE PRESIDENT: It ' s a good team. It's all r ight . 

(more laughter ) 

MR . EARLY: They ' ve just hollered for the Ten Cormnand-

ments. 
I 

! 

I 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes • 
• 

(continued laughter) 

·: 

'. 

., 
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Pr ess a nd Radio Confer ence #990 
Executive Of f i oe of the President 
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MR . DONALDSON : All in . 

THE PRESIDENT: Steve (Early) gave you out 
L 

I think , a half- hour ago a story about the making 

- - about , 

permanent 

through the Japanese war to the end of the Japanese war, 
• • certain Boar ds that have been funct i oning now for quite a long 

while, t he Combined Production and Resources Board , ·-the Com

bined Raw Materials Board , and the Combined Food Board. Very 

interesting thing that they have worked so awfully well . And 

I t hought I could comment on it , because it is worth -- it is 

worth sometimes saying - - telling t vJO sides of the story . 

(reading) : "We hear a good bit about differences 

between the United States a nd Britain ------ " 

I don't think you need to take this dowf__. Have you 

got e. mimeograph of that? 

J,ffi. . EARLY: Ready after t he conference . 

THE PRESIDSNT: Steve will give you a mimeograph of 

the same thing , but it ' s still wor th reading : 

"VIe hear a good bi t about dif ferences between the 

03 

United St ates an~ Br i t ai n, but perhaps we hear less of how really 

effectively they are working together in winning the war; and 

also in meeting the economic pr oblems o~ the areas that they 

liber ate . ., 

"Together with Pri me Mi n i s t er s Ohurch111 and 
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. Mackenzie- King, I have just outlined the work the Combined 

Boar ds are to do from now until the end of the war with Japan. 

The Combined Food Board, the Combined Raw r~;aterials Board and 

the Combined Production and Resour ces Board provide a strik

ingly successful example of United Nations ' collabor at i on on 

some of the urgent and difficult problems of the day. " 

-·· I might say each day that follows every other day . 

(continuing reading, not literally): "The Boards 

are dealing now with ser ious short~ges in such commodities as 

tir es and trucks , coal, textile, footwear , animal protein foods 

and fats and oils . In each of these items the shortage is big 

enough to affect military requirements, civilian needs and re

lief activities in all the ar eas . In the case of the Combined 

Food Board , for example , representatives of other countries 
. ' also partie i .;Jated in the development' of appropriate inter-

national programs for certain commodities; like, for instance , 

0·38 

Newfoundland fish and Australian wheat . Ther e have also recent -

ly been added -- certain commodity committees have been added 

on the Combined Food Board ~- representatives of countries 

whose supplies and requirements , through the progress of milit

ary operations, have again become, or will become , important 

factors in the international distribution of vital supplies; 

well, for instance , Fr ance and Belgium and The Netherlands and 

Norway in the case of f ats and oils. The requirements of the 

USSR have been related to the activities of the Boards through 

the Departments of the member governments concerned with the 

conclusion of the annual pro.tocols by which tpe USSR su·pply 
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progr8Jils are terminated." 

I think the new -- the committee called Pr otocol for 

this fiscal year 1946 is in process now and will be handled bet

ween now and the 30th of June, and signed up for another year. 
' (continuing reading , not literally): Through the 

Boards , former occupied countries a re being helped to start up 

their ~utacturing because we want to ease shortages in plants 
I ' 

and manpower here, and in Britain and in Canada . ··:e are acting 

with awareness , too, of the acute need to restore employment 

in the liberated areas, thus minimizing unrest . 

"Coal offers a good example of the working of the Com-

blned Boards. It was clear at the beginning of 1943 that the 

United Nations as a whole faced a serious deficit . The Boards 

worked out solutions through the appropriate national agencies . 

"These solutions r eached dr~atic proportions . From 

Britain came expert opinion that producti on could be stepped up 

if surface outcropp ings could be worked on a mass production 
. 

basis similar to what we call in the United States strip mining. 

In consequence, the used machinery market of the United States 

was scoured for such types of machinery -- some m~achines, for 

instance, that had been in service along the 1·;ississippi levees 

for twenty years were requisitioned -- and a total quantity of 

machinery estimated to exceed in capacity that used in digging 

the Panama Canal was expedited to Britain during 1944. . ' 
"Most of it has now arrived and in many parts of 

Britain the operations are under way with t he result that twelve 

million additional tons are expected to be mined before the 
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end ot the present coal year. This coal helps supply SHAEF 

needs in the Army and northwest Europe as well as those relief 

~ requirements for the Mediterranean that can be tilled by our 

present limited transportation. • I . ~ 

"The Combined Food Board has proved to be a most use

ful mechani sm for assuring an eff i cient and reasonably equit

able distribution of vital food resources among the various 

United Nations . On the basis of detailed information inter-

changed constantly among its Corrunodity Coiumittees, the Combined .. .: 
I 

. 
Food Board has developed many -- has developed additional inter-

national plans for meet;ing the increased war demands and for 

offsetting, in so far as possi ble, the early loss to the enemy 

of important items. The shortage of rice after the fall of 

Burma -- just another example -- and other areas of Southeastern 

Asia is illustrative of the problems which have confronted the 

Combined Food Board. The Japanese occupati 'on absorbed areas 

which normally export 95% of the rice enter1ng into world trade . 

The Board moved prompt l y to insure, first, that exports from 

the remaining rice areas were maximized; and second 1 that such 

supplies were equitably shared , and wherever possible , rice sub-

stitutes were prbvided. 

"The Boards have set a model for economic cooperation 

between the United Nations in overcoming excessive nationalism 

and in gaining cooperation between former rivals both on the 

national and international plane . 

"On the .American side , the direction of the Raw Mater

ials Board has been, since its inception , the job ot William .. 

• 

'· 



, 

#990 -- 5 

L. Batt. ·.·re owe h i ru a deep debt of gratitude for hi s part in 

keeping an effect ive flow of strategic materials coming during 

the war, despite the fact that many of the former rich sources 

for these materials have been continuously in Axis hands ." 

So , on the whole, I am very glad that the Board 

the three Boards have been established. ~nd chief r eason for 

the extending of it two reasons -- the first the necessity 
of it , and secondly is the good work they have done already . I 

think that covers Food , and so forth . 

Q.. Mr. President, has the 1945 Protocol with Russ ia 

been signed? About two weeks ago we were · i nformed that it ---

TilE PIDSI DENT : (interposing) I can ' t quite hear 

you . 

~ . Has the 1945 Lend- Lease Pr otocol with ~uss ia been 

s i ened , the one before the 1946 ·one you were t a lking of? ·::e 
were informed a few weeks ago that it hadn't yet been signed . 

THE PRESIDENT : 1'·/ell, we have been operating since the 
30th of June . The 1945 one? 

~. Yes , sir . But about three weeks ago we were in- · 
formed that it had never been signed yet? 

Tim PRESIDENT : I don ' t know. You would have to find 
out . ·.ve ere working under it . It ' s all right . '.'.'e- - we didn't 

s top - - we didn ' t stop sending things to Russia on the fir st of 
July, that' s the best answer . 

~. l/ir. Pres ident, do you see any postwar use for 
• 

these Combined Boards? 

THE PRESIDENT : I don ' t kno~ . I wouldhate to 
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guess. We have got -- we have tried out all kinds of methods 

and things, and there is no question that the experience· gained 

by them wil~· be very valuable to any work that we have done by , 

the United Nations, after -- after they are set up. 

Q.. Mr . President, Prime Minister Churchil1--1J.a·s 

announced that Foreign Secretary (Anthony) Eden .will accompany 

him to the -- for the coming meeting of the Big Three. Can you 

now tell us whether Secretary Stettinius will go with you? 

THE PRESIDEliJ"T: '.lfhy, you had better ask him. 

Q.. ll'lr . President, ---

Q. ( interp osi.ng) The State Department, 1J.r . President, 
• 

suggested that we ask the '.\'hite House. (laughter) 

TriE PRESIDENT : Tell them that the 'I'Jhite House tell 

them that the '.'lhi te House suggested t hat you ask them. 

~. Do that, sir . 

THE PRESIDEJ.'\IT : They used to say in t he old days, "And 

the Lord have mercy upon your miserable soul. 11 I don 't know 

where you .will end up. (more laughter) 

HAY CRAIG : 'l'here' s another name for that, 1.;r . Presi-

dent. (more laughter) 
(\ 

' 
Q.. Mr. President, would you have any objection to 

Mr. Stettinius telling us the answer to that question? 

'l'HE PHESIDENT: I have nG> objection, No. I think 

that' s all right. (to I:,lr~ :c;arly): '.\'e have no objection? 

~.;R . ~JlLY: Don't see any. 
,. 

THE PRESIDENT: He can answer it if he wants to • 
. . J 

Q.. Mr. President , on - on a question somewhat 
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akin, the day before yesterday 1~ . Stettinius was asked whether 

we had extended or joined in an invitation to General de Gaulle 

to ~::~ttend the Big Three meeting, and h!9 said that that was a 

raatter that only the President could comment on . 

THE PRESIDENT : ':Tell , there isn' t any news. 

Q. . r.1r . President , is there any news on the Italian 

economic situ at ion? 

THE PRESI DENT : No . I don 1 t think so . Except that 

I am still disturbed by it . 

( 

Q. . (interposing) M.r . President, anything on --

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) We are tryi ng ---

Q.. (continuing) --- a new Italian Ambassador? 

THE PRESIDENT: 'i.'ha t? 

Q. . Italian Ambassador? 

THE PRESIDENT : (pausing} You would have to ask ~~ . 

Stettinius on that . (laughter) I know about it , but I won't 

tell you . It ' s up to the St ate uepartment. It ' s on that phase 

of it . •• 
};;R . J-.:A..'qLY: Couldn ' t be announced , I . .lr . President, until 

it was sent to the Senate, in any event . 

~ . Anything new on Henry :"fallace, lti' . President? 

TiiE ffiESIDENT : ".'!hat? 

~ . (interposing} Any 

Q. . (continuing} '.'Jall ace? 

ThE PRESIDENT : ·:!hat about him? 

Q.. Any news on Vice President '.'!a)-lace? 
\ I 

THE PRESIDENT : 'Nhat ab put him? 
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Q. That ' s what we want to know. 

Q. That ' s what we want to know. (laughter ) 

Q. 'Hhat about him after tomorrow , Mr . President? 

. . Q. What ' s he goi ng to do for a living after tomorrow? . 

(more laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think he ' ll starve . Now, 

that's a real tip. (more laughter) 

MAY CRAIG: You mean Agriculture? 

THE PRESIDENT : What? 

I•~Y CRAIG: You mean Department of Agriculture? Oh, 

oh! (more laughter) 

THE PnESIDENT : What? 

I.If,Y CRAIG: Do you mean Department of Agriculture? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don ' t think he ' ll starve . That ' s 

all I said. Now , don ' t try to interpret it . 
~ 

JIM '.'.'RIGHT: '.'/ell , ~:ir . President , will he have to live 

on hybrid corn? (continued laughter) 

Tllli PRESIDENT: Jim, pretty good idea . Good corn. 

TOM REYNOLDS: Mr . President , this being the last full 

day of your Third Term, it might be ·proper to ask if you have 

any general reflections on what was done in the last four years , 

and where do we go from here? 

THE PRESIDENT: I will tell you what I will do . I 

will tell you a gr eat secret, what happened at the Cabinet meet

ing last week . Probably a good many of you got - - know -- know 

of this beforehand , but I was asked that se.r.ae question at the 

last Cabinet meeting and we have another this afternoon 
• 

\ 
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and I say that there were three or us there that had probabl y 

been thinking along the same lines , cogitating I think is the 

word. And one of them was v~ . Ickes, and the other was Miss 

Perkins, and I was the third . 

And I I -- I sort of guessed that all three of 

them had -- all of us had come to the same conclusion , and that 

was that the first twelve years were the hardest . (laughter) 

Now -- now you're all buffaloed. You will all try 

to interpret that, and you will all guess wrong. (more 

laughter) 

~ . Can you help us avoid thot error, Mr . President? 

(loud· laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT : No . No , I cannot . ·(more laughter) 

I am sup~ osed to give out facts . I am not supp osed to inter-

pret . 

-<- · '.'!e could use a few facts. (more laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: ':'!ell now , there ' s a fact . The first 

twelve years were the hardest . That is good , you know. That 

i s real news . 

hffi . EARLY: (aside) You hope . 

045 

MAY CRAIG: 1:\'ell, I am wondering, I•ir . President, about 
. 

the significance of the word first? (more laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: You're worse than Tom. 

~ . Tom ~eynolds spoke about the last four years . Is 

this the last last four years? 

THE PRESIDENT: (laughing) Jim, you're just as bad 

as the rest . 
) 

' . 
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Q. Mr. President, is Mayor LaGuardia still " entrant"? 

THE PRESIDENT: On what? 

Q. You said a few weeks ago that Mayor LaGuardia was 

"entrant" (on--tran), I think that's the way you pronounced it, 

and I was wondering if he is still ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing} No . He has come and 

gone , and I will still see him again very soon. He is taking 
1 

another "train." It's all right . (more laughter) 

046 

Q. Sir, could I take that out of the figure pf speech? 

I wonder if I might ask if the project to send Mayor LaGuardia 

to Italy has now been discarded? 

THE ffiESIDENT : There isn't any news on it now . 

That's all I can tell you. 

• Q.. Thank you , l1Ir . President • 

(more laughter) 

• 

'1 

. . 
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