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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press and Radio Conference #994 
Executive Ottice of the President 
March 9, 1945 -- 11.23 a.m., e.w.t. 

.. 

MR . DONALDSON : All in. 

--. 

·-· 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only .. 
got today is the d~ily report from the Red 

thing 

Cross 

floods. And the gist of it is that a gre~ many 

085 

' 
r • 

that I have 

on the Ohio 

people have 

been driven from their homes. Everybody, so far, -±s taken care 

of . They are the greatest wartime flQods we have experienced . 

But everybody is on the job. The Red Cross and Federal agenc~es 

were on the way before the rivers left their banks . And it 

really depends on whether we get rain. ~y additional rain 

might drive the waters higher and ,_ of cour~e, we can't tell 
.. ..,. 

what will happen then, but so far the situation is -- what's 

t he word? -- under control. 

Jonathan, read that over and see if there is anything 

in it that is serious or not, that should not be given out --­

J,ffi . DANIELS : (interjecting) Yes, sir . 

THE PRESIDEI·!T: (continuing) --- and then you can 
-~ tack it up on the bulletin board for anybody ---

' 
MR. DANIELS : (interjecting) All right, sir . 1v;ake. 

it available . 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes . 

I think that ' s all. 

Q.. mr. President , has the war in Germany mo~ed to a -

point where you think it might end suddenly, or without any 

• 
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warning? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, that's a crystal ball question. 

Nothing to that . 

~. Mr . President, more directly on the Ger man situa­

tion, have you seen Bob Murphy since he 

THE PRESIDENT: ( int arposing) Not y~t, No. He is go-

i ng to see me tomorrow or the next day. 

Q. Tomorrow . Have you got to the point where you 

are going to appoint the American member to the German Control 

Commission? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I suppose I have been thinking 

about that ror the last two or three mon,ths . ·· · Nothing further 

on it. 

Q. The Army and Navy Journal was speculati ng on the 

- possibility it might be probably Patterson. or the War Depart­

ment? 

THE PRESIDENT: Speculation . . . 

Q. Speculation . V/ould it be a military man , or a 

civilian? . . 
THE PRESIDENT: Speculation . (laughter) 

Q. Mr. President, sir, is there anything you could 

tell ~s . following your conversations yesterday with General 

Hurley 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Vlith who? 

~. General Hurley, about the political situation in 

China? 

THE PRESIDENT: Oh , No. We have just begun to 
• l 



tal k. He is coming baok, and the General 

~. (inter posing) Mr . ---

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) .. 
General Wedemeyer . 
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Gener al Hur"l ey and 

~. ~~ . Pr esident , Senator Barkley said yesterday 

you wanted a I think he used the words ' "best manpower bill 

possible at the earliest possible moment . " Could you give us 
~ 

an idea whether Y:ou would p r efer the May- Bailey bill which is 
--~-

a modified " s el e ctive" bill , or the '' ceiling" bill that the 

Senate passed yesterday? 

- -THE PRESI DENT : No . You know, I think the best thing 

for you to do is to r ead my Message to Congress on it -- the 

need for it . Anybody can make up their mind which bill comes 

closest to that Message. I thin·k we do have to have some auth­

ority and not a purely volunteer system, because the volunteer 

system has been worked, and worked and worked. And the Message 

I sent on ~he -- not the theory but the fact , that we haven ' t 

brought in enough men. I am still shy of men . 

Q. Thank you , sir. 

087 

Q. . Mr . President, Admiral Nifnitz said yesterday that 

the Joint Chiefs were now discussing the command setup• that will 

be used in the Pacific for the final driver on Japan . Has any 

decision been r eached yet? 

THE PRESIDENT: No . He 'is lunching with me. You had 

\l(etter ask him after lunch . I want to 

Q.. Do you thi nk we will get 

President? 

kno~ more abo~ it. 

an answer th~ ,'Mr . 
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THE PRESIDENT: I doubt it . (laughter) 
I 

Q. Is there anything you can tell us, !Ur. President, 

yet, about Ed Flynn' s missien? 
, 

• I 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I told yo"U boy-s who war,~ with me . 
' And . for the -- general national r easons , it's best not to tal 

about it in any paper at the present .. time ; 
I 

Q. 1~. President, do you 1ilave any hope of seeing 

Generalissimo Chiang Kai- shek fairly soon? 

THE PRESIDENT.: I I don ' t, honestly , but you never 

can tell . • I 

Q. Mr . President , have you 

THE PRESIDENT : · (adding) I might decide to this 

afternoon. 

·~ . What was t;hat, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? 

Q. (interposing) Have you made up your mind, sir, 

whether you are going to go out ·to-·san Francis·e.o to open the 
' . 

Conference, or to go later? 

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet . Not yet. Sometime during 

the Conf~rence . That's ~ll I can tell you now. 

Q,. ,I.ir . President , can you give us your reaction to 

Commander Stassen 's address? 

THE PRESIDENT.: Reactions to what? 

Q. Commander Stassen's address . 

THE PRESIDENT: Address? 

~. Address on .the radio the other night. 

THE PRESIDENT: I didn!t hear it. 

) 

. . 

I 
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Q. . His speech. 

THE PRESIDENT : I didn ' t hear i t . • 

Q.. (in~erposing) Mr. Pr esident , could you tell 

us ---

Q. . _(continuing) Commander Stassen' s speech . 

THE PRESIDENT: I say maybe I knew ther e was a speech , 

but I haven't read it, or heard it . 

Q.. Can you tell us why Prime IHni ster Mackenzie Ki ng 

i s arriving today? ,, 

THE PRESIDENT : He comes down all the t i me , either 

here or Hyde Park. 

Q. Nothing special in this visit? 

THJl] :ffiESIDENT: No , no . 

Q.. Can you tell us, sir , whether th~e is any sigrrii' -
•• 

icance in the fact that Admir al . Nimltz, Admiral Hal~ey , General 

"lledemeye·r, General Hurley ar e all here at this time? 

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose it ' s good flying weather . 

(laughter ) 

Q.. Thank you, lAr . President . 

Q.. Thank you , Mr . Pr esident . 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Press and Radio Conference #995 
Executive Office of the President 
March-13, 1945 , 4.10 p . m., e.w. t . 

• ·• # 

• 

(The Prime Minister of Canada, W. L. 

Mackenzie King, was a guest at thi s 

press confer en<:e) 

MR. DONALDSON: All in • 

090 

THE PRESIDENT: I invited the Prime Minister, who has 

been her e for the last few days , to come into our press confer­

ence today , explaining you would not question him, because the 

pr ess conferences are - - as you all know - - are ju:st as much for 
1 - ~ 

my information from the pr ess , as they are for the informat i on 

of the pr ess from myself, or any visitor who is here. 

But I did prepare a little 

Jonathan (Daniels) has for you after 

statement which I think 
/ 

-- mimeogr_aphed after-

wards . 

(readi ng) : "During the Canadi an Prime Minister ' s 

visit to ·:rashington , i:iir . King and the President discussed ques­

tions of general international interest , as well as those more 

specifically concern~ with the ~elations between the - ~wo 

tries ; rela tiona w ace-- s firm and f r iendly as ever . " 

coun-

And I brought him up to date on a thing that happened 

this morning; which was my reception of the American delegates , 

and our talking about accommodations and·pr ess acoo~odations, 

and so forth and so on . 

,... . 
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• 
(continuing reading): "Among other things, a survey 

was made or ques·tions arising out or th.e recent Crimea Confer­

ence and likely to arise at the forthcoming San Francisco Con-
·~ 

t -erence. They aiscussed in part the place ·which Canada will 

occupy in the new international organization. 
. ,. "The President and 'the Prime Minister also had an op-

portuni ty or discussing questions of international economic 

and trading policy wh-ich both tl:leir colintries will haye to race 

as soon as hostilities end·. They agreed tha~ the solutipn or 
' 

these questions should be sought along bold and expansive lines, 

wl th a v.iew to the removal . o.f~discriminations and the reduction 

or barriers to the exchange or goods between all countries . 

They recognized a common interest in working toward these object­

ives. 

"It was felt that the ·united States and Canada, with 

their long experience of friendly relations and their high 

degree of economic interdependence, should meet the new prob-

lams that peace will bring in the same spirit of cooperation 

with the other United Nations that has sustained their common 

war effort." 

I could go on for many paragraphs about that common 

interest, and the way we have handled the problems between the 

two sister nations side by side in the past . or course, Mr. 

·· King and I are very, very old friends -- personal friends, as 
•• -

you know. But since he has been Prime Minister, we have devel -

oped that friendship 'into a practical way of hand~ing conmon ·. 

problems between the Dominion and the united States • 

• 

.. -
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And I think those various things that have come up 

between us -- they have already received names, the Ogdensburg 
I 

agreement, Hyde Park agreement -- I think that relations between 

Canada· arid the United States in the past ten. sears have been an 

outstanding example of what you can do by common consultation 

and laying one's own problems before the other fellow, which 

is an outstanding example of that spirit of which two countries 

that are neighbors and cousins, you might say, can get along 

to their mutual benefit. 

·which is not in the copy which Jonathan .will give 

you. 

Outside of that, I don't think I have any news at all. 

JDA ViRIGHT : Mr . President, did the St . Lawrence come 

up in your discussions? 

THE PRESIDENT' No, no. '' 
~ 

.JIM WRIGHT : . Is there a disposition to forget about 

that, for the time being? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. Oh, 'No. 

JD1I WRIGHT: I had understood that that agreement 

which was presented last time was going to be allowed to go by ' 
... 

the board for a .while? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 'Ne didn't dfscuss it. ''Ye have 

the same point of view, I think, 1;r. King and I, that the st; 

Lawrence is a very great natural and-l!ational asset to both 

nations; and the time is going to come -- the quicker the bet­

ter -- when it is developed for the mutual good of the two 

nations. Buffalo papers please copy. (laughter) 
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JIM WRIGHT ( Buff~lo News) : Copy from us. -
L____) ' 

Q,. 
. . - . 

••• 
Mr. President, on the basis of your discussions 

I • 

with the delegates this morning, and with the Prime Minister, 

can you gi~e us anything that might be helpful' to us in connec­

tion with- the questions which you expect to arise at San Fran­

cisc9? 

THE PRESIDENT: We didn't talk about those questions 

at all this morning. We were talking afout the physical 

arrangements entirely. And I think that they are planning, in 

general, to follow the methods that were used at the Mexico 

Conference, which seem to be pretty satisfactory. 

And the Conference will be open to the press and the 

radio movies and stills. It's all right • . (laughter) 

Q.. Mr. President, there has been some confusion as 

to how the freedom of action· which is granted the individual 

American delegates is going to resolve into a common American 

~iewpoint out at San Francisco, specifically the fr.eedom of 
~ 

action about which :Mr. Vandenberg has talked. Was that matter 

discussed here this morning? 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no. 

Q. •. Could you tell us how they are going to resolve 

into an Am.ericep viewpoint? Will it be a ·unit rule, or --­

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I -- I don't honestly 

know. I don't think the question has come up. Stettinius 

hasn't said anything about it. · 

Q.. Mr. Pre"sident, hav13 you decided when you are go­

.. ing to San Francisco, to open the San Francisco Conference 

I • 
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or go at the --­ • 

TBE PRESIDENT: ( interposi.ng) I asked for advice on 

that this morning . Either the beginning or 

~. (interposing) ~. President, 

end. 

) 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) I expect to hear. 

~. (~ontinuing) --- do you know whether Gener al 

O'Dwyer is going to run for Mayor? Did you and he discuss ---

THE PRESIDENT: {.interposing) No . 

~. (continuing) --- his plans? 

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) No -- just what I read 

in the paper . 

~ . Was that what you r ead in the paper , that you were 

going to support him against Mayor LaGuardia? 

THE PRESIDENT : No . One paper was right and one was 

wrong . I only r ead it in two papers. 

~. Which paper was right? (laughter) 

~·- Mr. President , there is to be a meeting in New 
,. 

York in the near future to launch (Senator James M. ) Mead on 

I 
the gubernatorial draft again. Something you want to say 

about that? 

THE PRESIDENT : I hadn ' t hear d a thing about that . 

~ . h~ . President , do you feel that the recent develop­

ments in Romania square -w ith the Yalta declaration on libera- -

ted areas? 

THE PRESIDENT: 0 my God l Ask the .State Department . 

(laughter ) 

~. W~ . President, ther e has been a good deal 

-, 

• 

.. 



#995 -- 6 
.. 

of speculati on, and otherwise, as to what the position of the 

various member s of the Bi g Four (Three) were on the voting pr o­

cedure question at Yalta -- I mean the -- b.oth Dumbarton Oaks 

and the Crimea Conference. Coul d you clarifY for us , to any 

extent, whether 't ·his final decision was or was ·not a victory 

for any par ticipating nation, or ---

TEE PRESIDENT: (interposing) That that -- of 

course, that ' s the trouble with answering the question at all . 

People will line up ~d say that is a ·victory for M.r . Stalin , 

or for Mr. Churchill, or for me . I should say it was a· comnon 

agreement . Vlell, that means that it wasn ' t a victory for any-

body , because they were all agreed . Honestly agreed as being 

what -- what we all thought it was the best thing to do . In-­

what shall we say? - - history, the question of who proposed it 

first is the is · t l'i'e smallest end ... of it . If anybody has a 

better id~a , we would be glad to consider it. 

Q. . Mr . President , is it true that under the Yalta 

agreement on voting procedure that two of the Big Powers have 

the power to over-rule discussions on any proposal that might 

be brought up , not only force but anything else? 

THE PRESIDENT : As I remember the thing -- the 

easiest way of putting it ~- on everything that is proce4ural, _, 

not. the_.actual use of force, ~~u hav e to have seven out of 

eleven, or maybe six out of eleven . Don't say it's seven . It's 

a majority . .· 

Q.. i'my seven , or do tl1ey have to. pave a certain J:lum-

ber of the Big Powers? 
. -

' 

. ' 

095 
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THE PRESIDENT: No • 
• 

Q. Any seven? 

THE PRESIDENT: Any seven. In other words, you can 
;: 

look into things , into anything you want, and go through all 

the preliminary procedures by a majori ty vote . You don ' t hav e 

to have unanimity at all -- the majority vote of the eleven . 

When it comes t o - - oh, what do they call it? the use of 

09_6 

power or sanctions, that requires a unanimous vote of the - - of 

the five larger nati ons. 

MAY CRAIG: Mr. President, could you tell us about 

your conversation with Mr . (Senator .Alben 'N. ) Barkley on the 

Interim Civil Aviation Agreements? 

THE· PRESIDENT : Interims? 

·MAY CRAIG : Interim Civil Aviation Agreement, ·not the 
' 

Convention you sent to . t ne Capitol, but the Interim Internat-

ional Civil Aviati on Agrements? .. / 

THE ~PRESIDENT : '.'!ell , I think that we ·go ahead on 

the interim gover nment of a country which surrenders , on the 

pr'inciples that were annoqnced. For instance , we have not yet 

made up the four zones of Germany -- the .... occupied zones. i'fe 

are still at work on that. But we did say that Fr ance shoul d 

have a zone . And then the onl y other thing that we all know 

is that during that per iod , the council - - all ied council in 

wherever it i s -- Berlin or somewhere else - - their decision 

wil l look after that interim pe~iod. 

MAY CRAIG: I am sorry . That was not what I meant . 

I meant 'the .Chicago Civil Aviation Agreements, one of which 
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was the Convention which came to Congress, but there was an 

Interim Agreement . Ther e is a good deal of contention in the 

Foreign Relations Committee about it . 

THE PRESIDENT: May, I don't know enough about -it to 

answer that. 

about it? 

MAY CRAIG: I thought Mr. Barkley had come to see you 

THE PRESIDENT : No . 

MAY CRAIG : .No? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

~. !vir . President , have you received .word as to who 

will be 1~ . (Isador) Lubin's opposite number on the reparations 

commissi on? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. No . I haven't heard at all . 

~ . When will he go to I~os cow? 

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose pretty soon, Pete (Brand~) . 

I don ' t _ know -- I haven ' t heard . ~. I saw him r :esterday . He 

ought to be starting very soon . 

~. Mr ~ Pr esident , would you care to commit yourself 

on the ·subject of night baseball? (laughter) 

THE !RESIDENT: Well, I think that Clark Griffith 

gave you the right "dope." I am one of the fathers of night 

baseball, as you know, an·d I am all in favor of baseball so 

long as you don ' t have p~feotly healthY people that could be 

doing more useful work in the war. I con-

~. (interposing) Do you think within the -- pardon 

me. -

097 
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THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- I consider baseball .. 
a very good thing for the population during the war. 

Q. Do you think within the definition, Mr . President , 

it would be:. possible for the big leagues to operate this year? 

THE PRESIDENT: Vlhy not? It may not be quite as good 

a team, .but I would go out to see a baseball game played by a 
sandlot - - and so would most people. .. 

• 
Q. Mr. President, could you give us any inkling as 

to the difference in treatment to be accorded Austria as against 
Germany? 

THE PRESIDENT: There is to be, as I remember it, an 

Allied council in -~ in Austria in Vienna which will look 
after that end of things. 

Q. Mr . President , is there to be any change in the 

status of Italy? I' think the Italian Ambassador suggested that 

he was wanting to become a member of the United Nations. 

THE PRESIDENT: There was an agreement the other day 
to give Italy certain' things . I haven ' t seen it, and I couldn't 

tell you off-hand -- don't remember it what those items are . 

But apparently Italy is mor e satisfied in getting more author­

ity over the internal management of things since this has come 
about . That is within the last two or three days . 

(laughter) 

. . . 

Q. 

Q. 

(simultaneously). 1~ . President, 

(simultaneously) Thank you , r£r. President . 

THE ffiESIDENT: ·;lhat w_as it? 

Q. I was going to ask about Leon Henderson~ Is 

l 

- .. 
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he thr oug)l ---

THE PRESIDEN~: (interposi ng) Oh , he is worki ng . Go-

ing to keep on working. All right. 

Q. Still working. 

/ 

' 

· (copy of this press conference 

for Prime Minister l:!ackenzie 

King} 

' 

.. 
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CONFIDliNTIAL 
Press and Radio conrerence #996 
Executive Office of the President 
March. 16, 1945 -- 11.10 a.m., e.w.t. 

MR. DONALDSON: All in. 
.. . 

100 

• 

; • 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing I have got is 

the setting ~up of a committee -- I think you know about it -­

but this is the formal letter 

MR . DANIELS : (interposing) That ' s already been .. 
announqed. 

THE PRESIDENT : What? 

1ffi. DANIELS : That was announced before. 

THE PRESIDENT: That was announced • 

~m . DANIELS: Yes , sir . . • 

THE PRESIDENT : Assistant Secretary (Will L.) Clayton; 

Shipp ing-- Food -- '.V. P. B. as well as the War DeP,artment. .Mar­

vin Jones from War Food; Captain (L. II . ) Strauss from the Navy 

-- that they will meet together personally , attending any meet­

ings . For the purpose of the committee is to examine all the. 

r elated factors that pertain to the capabilities of the United 
' 

States to export items for the support of the war other than 

direct mi~itary Lend-Lease commitments. 

Well , the reason for that 11 as you know, is largely 

food_, but not entirely food; and this committee is to act as a 
. 

clearing house more than anything else. 

I ought to stop ~nd let somebody ask me a quest ion, 

because it is -- I ' ll be asked by somebody, I don ' t know who, 



#996 -- i 1 01 

about starvi ng this country to death . (laughter) And then I 

would have to ask him what paper -- what paper they represent 

-- what are their orders -- because that makes a lot of differ-

ence, you know. 

Ther e is ~ tendency -- and I think this had better go 

off the record entirely -- there is a tendency on the part of 

certain -- .not newspapers but "papers" to scare the people . 

They forget that we are still at war . 

And the easiest way to illustrate it is to ask a q_ues ­

tion of this supposititious person who asked me the question: 

suppose we are -- in the world supply -- suppose we are short 
': 

of sugar all over the world. Well , we are not , I am taking an 

illustration which isn ' t -- isn't a good illustration; but 

sor.! ething else , something that everybody uses . And suppose we 

find that by cutting our consumption in this country, you and I, 

ten percent-- wel l , I thinkwe would· live . But , by doing-- by 

not doing it , if we didn't cut here , th~re would be soue 

.. . 

country on the other side where people are reallJ starv1ng -- · · 
• 

have been starvi ng for some time now , not only malnutrition, but 

the worst kind of hardship . 

Take well, take for instance, the example of Holland , 
' ' 

which is a very.- bad case . Some -- some countries that need it 

a lot more than we do . 'Nell , there is a tendency among -the 

papers -- an inclinat·ion - - to make an issue out of that, that 

they would oppose our cutting down on our consumption , and 

thereoy let the people or scme other country starve. 

I think it's a question the country will be all 
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right on it when _it is explained, but I rather object to the 

t i me wasted in explaining a thing 1 ike that . We are decent 

' people i n this c,ountry . The owner s of these papers are not • • • • 
decent peopl e , if they take that l ine . 

And the thing - - the thing i s a _matter of compro1nise , 

of course, doing the best thing we can as: a matter of - what? 
,. 

justice -- not exactly the word I want - of -decency . The 

war is not won yet . ··re hav e gotr .to tight en rur belts - this 

that and the other thing -- before the war is won, probably 

the German war and the Japanese war . 

And I think the country_ will ba9k up the idea of keep­

ing some people alive , by continuing certain restrictions that 

have been in effect , ·or adding others . I can't yet bring myself 

t o think that we hav e suffered very greatly in this countr~. , 

t -
compared with some other countries . I don~~ think we are going 

to suffer very greatly . But , as a matter -- as I say -- of 
,--

justice , we are go i ng to so~ve these problems in the bes t way 
•· 

we can. · 

Q.. Is all t hat discussion off t he· r e cord , !.:r . · Presi-

dent? 

'I' .fl..& PRESI DENT : Yes, yes . 

~ .- Can ·we use it . for background , !.tJX • President? 

Tl-ill P?"'SlDENT· - .A.I./,l;, • V/hat ? 

•l Q.. Can we it for backgro~? use 

THE PRESIDENT : Use it for background , 
v 

but I was talk<; 
. ' 

ing entirely informally. 

' i.t •f (interposing) '.Vell , ---
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THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And the reason I would 

rather have it left off, for background, is that I don ' t want 

to bring the newspapers into it at all . 

Q. . Well , may we attribute this to you? 
. 

THE PRESIDENT: No , no . Attribute it to the attitude 
• 

of the Adminis tration, and of a large majority of the .American 

people. (laughter) 

JIM WRI GHT : Mr . President , I think it .would be a 

good deal mors effective if we could say this was your view. I 

honestly , I don't see where the ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposi ng) Leave QUt the stuff , 
••< 

Jim, about the papers, and the rest you can use. 

Q.. (interjecting) Thank you , sir . 

Th""E PRESIDENT: (continuing) I gues·s that's ~11 

right . 

Q.. 1~ . President , have you had any response yet from 
\ Chiang Kai-shek about the possibility of a meeM.ng at San lt'ran-

cisco with him? 

THE PRESIDENT: He is one of the inviters . China is 

one of the~ost nations , as I remember it . 

1, Q. I think the question was, 1k . President , have you 

11

: heard when the Generalissimo may come to San Francisco? 
,., 

:., 

I{ 

lL 

THE PRESIDENT : No • 

Q.. 1'Lr. President, are you going to see Commander 

(Harold E. ) St~ssen today, or in the near future? 
<J • • 

THE PRESIDENT : I think ---

VOICE: ( interposing) Today. ., ' 

• r 

1 0~ 

. '•. 

.. 

. 

• 

I 

-. ~ 
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MR. DANIElS: It ' s today .. 

THE PRESIDENT: Today. As a matter of fact, he is 

the firs~ person I see after you all leave the room. -Q. Does the conference have a bearing on the San 
• ~ 

Fr ancisco meeting, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose so, 

Q. (interposi ng) Mr . President, 

THE PRESIDENT : (continuing) --- but I would 

Q. (interjecting) Pardon me . 

THE PRESIDE~' : (continuing) --- I'd go a little slow 

in guessing, because I think it's chiefly about whether , b?it­

ween now and then, he'll have time to go back to his co~and . 

Q. Personal problems, rather than --­

T".dE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes, yJs . 

Q. (continuing ) --- the Conference? ! 
Q. Mr. President, yesterday yoa ·saw General Bill 

Donovan . Is there anything you can tell us about your talk 

with him? · 

-{ 

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing, .Tim (Wright). Just cl.earing 

up some roatine matters -- nothing of importance. 

~. You didn't take up this proposed super - spy system, 

as they call it in some of the other "papers" that you referred .. 

to? (laughter) · 
,•. " 

/ . 
THE PRESIDENT: No . That was of such importance that 

--<... 
he never even mentioned it . Neither did I . 

Q. I see. 

~Q. h~~ President, in this current Holl ywood 



' 
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-· 
motion picture strike situation, the field producers are caught 

between two labor boards and two A. F . of L. groups . ( laughter 

from the President) There have been numerous sug~estions that 

you might 'take some action to end the stalemate. Do you plan . 

to go into that? 

THE PRESIPENT: I haven't done a thing. In fact, I 

have read only the newspaper headlines. I haven't even read 

the stories. 

Q.. 1:r . President , I wonder if you would care to com­

ment on these published reports as to the social pr oblems that 

reputedly are following in the wake of the curfew , in -such 

places as New York , because large numbers of service peop·l ·e are 

,on the streets after midnight with no respectabl e pl~o go, 

str? 

THE PRESIDENT : I haven' t been there·. (laughter) 

Q. -~.~ . Presi dent, there have been new rumors of 

peace feelexs from Germany . One of them was supposed to have 

come via Swe<;len. 

Tflli PRESIDENT: 9 I saw that this morning . 

~ . There have been reports , too~ that 'von Rundstedt 
. 

haq been relieved of' his command, and was supposed to ha~e made . . 
some armistice proposals to our armies . Can you give us any 

iflumination on those reports? . . 

THE PRESIDENT : 'iVe have nothing here at all, and I 

think the British Foreign Office said they heard nothing of ~ 

~. In that connection, D~ . President, can you now 
.. ·-
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throw any ligbt on your conversati ons with Mr. (Robert ) Murphy? 

He has been here for almost two weeks , and we assume that you 

have been talking about the - - probltnS of German....._occupati on. 
•/ 

THE PRESIDENT : No • .I think I've only . s e-en Bob once. 

Came to lunch the other day, and I reminisced about my boyhood 

in Germany . That was all . 

Q.. Haye you now settled the question of the -­

precisely what zone American troops will occupy? -r . 
THE PRESIDENT : Npt yet , No . In fact, I am glad you 

• 
mentioned that, because it is something I want to, ask about . 

I haven' t heard of it since Yalta . 
. . 

Q. ':!hat is holding it up, sir? 

THE PRESI:)ENT : I don ' t know. Don ' t know anything 

.about it . I haven't asked about it sihce I got baqk . 

Q. . Ivlr . President , do ~h-at ever reason's whi c~ have _pre-
-

vented publication of the Italian armistice terms still prevail? 

THE PRESIDENT : You had better ask the _.S-ta \ e' De~art­

meri't . I don ' t really , know what is l:.lolding it up • . ·' . 
Q.. Th~y always refer us to the '.Var Depart ment , which 

refers us to the .. Wni te House, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: What? (laughter) 

Q. M!· President, there has bee~ a rumor that you 

were considering inviti ng Mackenzie King to be temporary chair.:. 

man of the San Francisco -- r 
Conference? •. 

.:J 
THE PRESIDENT : There will 

. ween now and the 25th . (laughter) 

be a lot more of those bet- -
:.. 

Q.. N~.~ President , si nce Yalta a new government 

I 'J. 
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has been set up in Romani~ where Premier Groza describes that 

government as representative --~ 

THE PRESIDENT: . (int erposing) I think that one's 

~. (continuing) --- of the Romanian people. 

· THE ·PRESIDENT: ( continu~) -..,.- catchy , you had bet-

ter ask the State Department too . ( l aughter) • 

Q.. .Mr. President, has there been any decision yet 

on the new command -setup for the· Pacific? 

THE PRESIDENT : N.o. 

Q. . Do you expect there· will be one soon , sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. 

~. - Thank you , lti:r . President . 
' 

I Q. . Thank you, Mr . President. 
- ,. 

~-· 

THE PRESiu.ENT: ( ~dding) ·r think it depends entirely 

on the kind of operations . 

... . . 

.. 
. .. 

---,. . 
• 

,_ ---•. 

. . 
(Notebook PC- 22 - - Page 29 JR) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Pr ess ·and Ra dio Co~erence #997 

·Executive . Of! i ce. of the Pr esident_ 
March 20 1945 -- ) . 07 p . m., e . w. t . (one .hour ear lier } 

MR . DONALDSON : Ail in. 

-!: THE ·mESIDENT: I think the most '.important ·thing I 

hav e is setting up an inquiry into the new question of guaran-
. ( 

" 

108 

teed wage plans . As so.me of you know , I have been talking ab-out 
. ; ~~ 

it for ten years . In other words , what might be cal led the 

annual -- annual · " take home " · a person can ma'ke under our wage 

syst&a. And it is only lately that t he trade unions have be-

come interested in the question. The.refore, it ' s new • 
. _ ..:;, 

I • 

And I wrote , last December , J o ,Justice· By~nes 

a s~udy of it , and he took it up with:.. C~irman Davis· of 

about 

the War 

Labor Board , and submitted a report , sugg esting tha t a study 

should be conducted by a specially appointed commission charged 

with the duty of examining in.to the experience whi~h industry 
. 

and labor have thus far had with these plans . I will g ive you 

a copy of this ~'lhen you go out. 

And ~herefore, Justice Byrnes's adviS oi:y comnliss ion 

has been asked if they will undertake t he plan and start right 

away t
1

o do it . Several o-f the facts have been studied befC?r e . ~ 
by · the Department of Labor - - quite a lot to go on . Indus.tt'ies 

~ 
differ very much . An annual -- annual wage .is relatively 

simple in some industries , and exceedingly difficul t in other 

industries . You Will. know more about ,. it W.l'\en this COilll!l iss i on 

l r eports . 

,. 

• 
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• I think that's a bout all I have got • 

Q.. Ivl!' . President , Mayor LaGuardia has in e·ffect over-

ruled Justice Byrnes , so t ar a s New York City is concerned, ·and 

so far as the midnigl\t curfew is concerned . Do you have any 

coll'li!1ent to make as to who you th ink is right i n the contro-
¥ 

versy? 

'l'rlli PRESI DENT: Better ask Justic·e Byrnes . It has 

already been· giv en out . It was done with my approval. 
(., .... . Does that mean, ~.:r . President , y ou would s tick by 

the midnight curfewJ 

'niE PRESIDENT : '.'lha t? .. 
J ·:t. Does that mean that you think we ought t o sticK by 

the midnight curfew? 
~ 

THE PRESIDENT : " T 11 .1 e , I will put it this · way . ll~ost 

of the country has .accepted the req_uest . The City of New York 

has not accepted it . And I Has in ' favor of th!:Lorig inal request ·. 

~ Of course , it isn ' t an order . I think that ' s abo ut .all there 

is to say . 
• • .'1 ~ ~. 

Q. . Mr . President, do es the Govorrunent have .. e..nj· pi:'!:Xh's 
fo r preventing the stoppage of wo.r-k i n the oo1fl mines , should 

the operators am the union not r each agreement by i£arch 31st'? 

THE PRESIDENT~. I em sorry to have to say that t hat . , 

:t. The word ''if" wasn ' t t here , ;,,_r , ? resident . 

Tl.B PR:!:SIDENT : It was cleverly clone , I \I ill say 

that . ( l aughter) 

-Q. . r :r . "' President, in connection with' manpower 

.. 
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-· 
legislation, can you say whether you wOuld bel ieve in penalties 

bei~g imposed . or apJ: lied against workers who 

stay in essential jobg, as well as penalties 

who violated employment ceilings? 

r efused( to 

applied to 

take or 

employers 

~ Tr~ PRESIDENT : Don ' t you think it would depend on the 

.. 
case a ~ood ·aeai? ·!!hat we are trying to get is manpower , in the 

most useful way . ·:Fe have to do it , or else ----.. 
~. · (interposing) Can ' t hear you back here . 

'l'HE PRESIDEH~ : (continuing) jeopardize the war . 

~. Thank you, sir. 

~ . Could you discuss . the food· situation , if .you 

· please., L:r . -~resident ? 

T:D:: PRE'3 IDE!IT : Oh , I read an awful tl-o.t..,ft -- 1 ot of 

stuff . I don ' t think I ara. ready to answer that yet , because 

the food situation depends largely. on the per son who writes the 

story . I could write both sides of it . I think the country 

ouGht to know . I will try to hvve something by :C'rid,ay on it , 

as to wh& t _ ha s happened to food . It ' s worth analyzifte . ( 

~· 
"!ill that your i>l an i s f or Friday, sir? Is 

t hat e. statement you Jllan at the press conference, or e. Lessage 

to Gone:;ress? 

T:.E ~SIDE~~ : I . thought I would just talk . 

~. Ye s . I wondered if it invo l v ed a l.iessage? 

THE PRESIDENT : No , no . 
.r 

~. :>o you think, sir , that a Congressional irivesti·ga-

tion would be advisable an~ hel pful ? 

""' 
T:IE PR!i:SIDEN'l' : That ' s a trick question • 

......._ 

• 

.. 
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Q. It's a what? 

I • 

THE PRESIDENT: I t ' s a. trick question . 

~. It wasn't meant as ---

THE PRESIDENT·: (interposing·) I know it -- (laughing) 

but 'it's tricky, because I don ' t -- I don ' t like ' to cr'it i cise 

Congress . I feel a little bit about it I think you had bet-

t&r put this off the record what can we find out about it 
(' . 

that we don ' t lmow already? I honestly don't know . There are 

a &,~d many people in the Government who can tell about the whole 

thing in half- an- hour. / . 

Of course, I , having been in a l egislative body , have 

a little bit the feeling t hat if I ever inclined to do what I 

ha~ e seen other people do , I would pass a resolution that here­

after , in America, all food in the country is going to b& just 

twice what it is now. Resolve it . I don't krtow what good it 

is going to do . f.Iaybe they will f ind something useful. I would 

be delighted .if they ~i~ . ~~ 

~/ Q.. (interpos i ng ) ·.ren , l . .:r . President , I would 

like :' 
.I 

~ PRESIDENT : (continuing) .. Tile old thing in the 

Bible nbout making two blades of "sheev" gr ow wher e one ~rew 

before . It's a little like that . 

Q. . I1ir . President, I would like t o , if I ~Y , go back 

to this curfew question. Does the Administr ati on , you or 

J us tic e Byrnes , intend to do anyth.ing to-t1·y to bring New York 

City back in line with the mi dnight curf~w? 

TFlli PRESIDENT : ·.iel l , what can we do? 

·' 
'I 

.. '-

-·· 
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~. There ' s a lot o1' sancti ons that they could bring 
~ 

I ' 

in bring to bear, I suppose , on manpower ---

TrlE PRESIDENT: ( interjecting) :'lha t? ' 

~. (continuing ) everything from gas and lights . 

That ' s~w~y they have alw8!s talked before • 
. 

THE PRESI:::>l!:NT. : · I don't know. I ha ven ' t ' though t 

about it. 

<t . 

, 

·. . 

Thank. you, lv:r . President . 

Thank you . .,. I • ..r . Presid.emt . 
1 4 ~...,1 

' ' 

·-

. '' · 

.. 
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CONFIP~~Tift~ . 
Press and Radio Conference #g98 
Held in the Little White House at Warm Springs, Georgia 
Thursday, A:pril 5 , 1945 - .-:- 2 . 00 p.m., c.w.t . , / 

... 

(Sergio· Osmena, President of the Philippine 

Co~nonwealth, was present at this press con­

ference) 

.. 

THE PRESIDENT: President Osmene and I hav·e_ been hav<;..· . ., . .. :. 
.ing a nice talk~ and I thought you could come up and write a .. 
stery for relea·se when we g~t back to Washington. It may be in 

another week or ten days. 

The President and I talked about many t~~gs, and it 

so happened that while we were together t.\lis morning , the 

announcement about the fall -of . th.e Japanese cabinet was told. · 

It is a piece of very good n~ws. Outside of that, we have been · 

talking about a great many thin~s to uo with the Philippines. 

President Osmena is just back from the Philipyines 

itself, and he tells me about the terrible destruction in 

1v:anila -- about thre.~-fou,rths of the city has been destroyed. 

We talked about -- wait until I get this memor~ndum, just to 

use as background-- first was the .military campaign and the 

possibility of intensifying it. There are still a great many 

Japs in pockets in a ·number of pl~ces al~ through t .tle Islands . 
• f" 

l'le have not been to Mindanao, have we"? · Eventually, we will 
~ I 

get f.to J~andanao where President Osmena says .tle has some very 
. : ,~ .. 

good guerillas fighting . Our joint forces .are working up 

113 

• 
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toward the center of ~he Islands. That is partly Mor~o country, 
so there we get a great many ruorpos working together with the . . . 
American and Filipino forces . 

Then we talked about more curr ent problems , after 

the Islands are cleared of the Japanese . We are absolutely _ . . 
. unchanged in our policy of two years ago , for immediate Fflipino 

independence . 
• ·-

That brings .l-lP .. a great many things, like relief , the 
. . rebuilding of communications , .road·s, highways, bridges, and so 

forth, so as to get civilized life running in a normal way. I 

don't !mow yet --- I am not reedy to announce dat'es, because 

nobody knows when the country as a whole will be ready to go 

ahead with the distribution of relief without being fired on. 
• • 

The relief probably ought to be undert~en by us ' on : a perfect­

ly def.lnite plan . I put it to President Osmana this morning. 

There are certain things which we have a definite 

responsibility on, which was not the fault of the Filipino 

people t~at the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, but t~ey have 

b:en terribly hurt by the result of ·the war . And in i~ne pro­

cess - of taking the Island back , we obviously ought to rest~re 

certain damages ;Like highway bridges , or tunne),.s J or highways 

themselves destroyed by the Japanese , and those practical 

things . 

There are other things which a re not immediately 

practical , in one sense. For example, in Manila, the famous 
'· ').... ........ .. ' old Cathedral - ~ which is one of the oldest cathedrals in the 

Far East . I think thi~ .• country will . . want 
' 

as a gest1-}re of 
\ . '-

• 

' .. 
• . . . ), 

" ... 
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sentimentality·, to restore the Cathedral of St . Dominic. 
I 

Other things, like wrecks and harbors with Jap ships, it cer-

ta1nly is our duty to take those wrecks and blow them up, so 

commeroe .at different ports will be able to function again. 

Then we discussed all kinds of things on the question 

. of rehabilitation in regard to trade. We hav_e not yet gotten 

from the Congress a def~nite statement as to the tariff ques~ ... . 
tion . After 1898 , we gave to the Spanierds, who defeated the 

lJarty at that time, ten years to work ou~e tari~~ problem; 

·and .. w~ have been under a tarii'f ever sino~, ~ich has been 

fixed from time to time· by ·the Congress of the United States 

after commissions in those cases have 'sat. I don ' t think we 

' -· can treat the Filipinos any worse than. we did the Spaniards 

-
on problemS of that kind . My thought is we should maintain 

the present tarii'fs between the Philippines and the United 

States after they get their independence. In their present 

·• 

status, give them a chance to turn around before we get a new 

tariff, and we oug~to consider the economic needs tof the Fi~-
V 

pinos as a whole . 
• 

" 
' 

· ~·-
It seems obvious that we will be more or less respons-

ible for i ecurity in all . the Pacific wate~ As you take a 

lock at the different places captured by us, from Guadalcanal, 

the north coast o:f4r New Guinea, and then the r.iar ianas and other 
. ' 

islands gradually to the southern Philippines, and then into · 

Luzon and nort-h to Iwo Jima , it seems obvious the only .danger 

is from Japanese forces; and they must be pr evented, ih the 
. 

same WfJ:Y Germa.ny i s prevented, froDl setting up a military 

. . -, 

' \ .) 

... r. . . 

' 

-

""· 
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force which would start off again on a chapter of aggression. 

So that means the main bases have to be taken away 

from them . They have to be policed externally and internally. 
. l 

And as a part or the western Pacific situation, it is neces-
•,·· 

sary to throw them ou~ of any of their .mandated ports, which 

they immediately vi·olated almost as soon as• they were mandated, 

by fortifying these islands . 

And we were talking about what base or bases will be 

necessary, not for .us nationally, ~ut for us in the world, to 

prevent anything from 
' • • 

being built -up by the r~apanese, and at 
c 

the same ~ime giv·e us a ·chance to operate in those waters . , .. , .. 
The Philippine waters 'occupy1a very large, part of the Pacific 

h . 
Ocean , and undoubtedly we accept a mandate to keep sec~ity ·in ' 

that part of the world • .'The Filipinos and our selves would in 

propinquity ·maintain adequate naval and air bases to take 

care of that section of the Pacif1c . 

Then we talked about American technical ass istance. 

~ . 

All of this will be a special mission to keep us in touch, with 
· ~ ~ all of tnis being predicated ·on the permanent setting up of a 

Philippine independent government . ~Ve talked about the time, 

but n·othing was decided as to dates . It all depends on how 

soon the Japanese are cleared in the Islands . This autumn, we 

hope, which would be prior to the date of July 1946, set by 

the Congress . 
• 

Now , what else was there? 
. \ 

Then, of course, we discussed all ' sorts of important 

tnings which are detailed really, such as· the question of 

. . 'l"t_ 

' 

( 

, 

: 
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the redemption or emergency notes, as we do now in so many - .,. .. 
pla cas, including Italy and 1.1.or occo -- something which the 

soldiers and sailors can use to buy anything they want . or 

course , there is -y~ry little left to buy . '.'Te have had to 

issue a kind of emergency note for the Armed Forces , to 't ide 
-. 

them over , in case they wanted to buy some things to send 

!_.home. 

Q.. ,Mr . President , on the question of the Japanese 

mandates that you say will be ta.lcen away from them, who will 

be the controlling government in those mandates, ~he United 
..... 

States? 

THE PRi!;SIDENT : I would say the Unite9. Nat ions. Or 

it mighn·oe called --. the world, which has been much abused 

now, will hav~ a chance to prevent any more abuse . 

Q. . I;ir . President, aren 't the ?hilipp ines under' a 

sort of preferential tariff' as compared with ottle r nations? 

T.'"'·"~'' PR"""••. SIDEI''"' •• '1:'es that is true ~ -- 'J. J. , • 

~. A lot of articles are on the free list like 
/ 

sugar, etcetera, aren't t hey? 
.· 

THS PRI'~SI.UE..~T : Yes . 1.y iaea is to continue t nat , 

and g ive them a few years to get things worked ·OUt in a pea'ruv-

ful world , so ~•e c.an get a permanent tariff trda~y with the 

F ilipinos. A thing like that takes time. 

~. Could you say anything further about the tech-

nical setup of harbor c·ontrol plan on the mandates? -- ....., 

THE PRE~IDENT: No . I don' t think the nations as a 
\,.. 

whole have given ·it a thought . It is too early. 

. ~ ' 

' ' 

11~ 

: 
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Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the collapse of the 

Japa.pese cabinet . Do you think there is any connection Q.etween • 
• ......- • t 

that and the Russ ian renunc iation of the non-aggres~ion pact ' 

with Japan? 

THE PRESIDENT : I woul dn ' t know. I would get into 

what you boys call the speculative f i eld 1if I tried to 
\ 

lnSWer . -~ 

Q. It certainly didn ' t make the Japanese feel any 

oetter. 

THE PRESIDENT : No . It is not very much out of line, 

which I wo.uld have prqgnosticated if I were a prognosticator~ 

Q. You knew the facts ·so well you di dn ' t have to 

prognosti cat e. (laughter) 

~. President Osmena , are you going to San FranciscQ? 

PRESIDEl.J"T OSI'IfENA : No . I am going back ~p Manila . 

'Ne have a delegation going , however , with 9 erieral Carl os P . 

Romulo heading the del~gatlon . 

THE PRESID:!:NT : You see , from the l egalistic point of 

v~ew , the Filipinos have been headed for nearly ten years toward 

a def inite step: a date for independence , which has not 

arrived . They are leav~qg it to my .discretion - -# the sett~~ 

of the date - - at any t i me between now and July 1946:/ Wha~I 

h~pe the real story i s - - I hope to s~t it long before that. 
·. 

Q. You think you can set a date before all organ-
~ 

ized resistance ends in the Philippines? 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes . Y/hen I say organized resistance 
' that for / . ther e i s a chance years several years there l.. 

I • -· · L .. 
~. 

' 
.~ ~ 'IJ.• 

1'. 

• 
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, may be organized resistance on tr1e part of the Japanese troops, 

organized onl~ in having a:n ob~ec'tlve of killing Filipino~ or 

Americap.s, and working against us in the form of guerillas. J 

It ~y take several years to do that. I wouldn't call it 
1-<- • • 

\ •• t 

organized resistanc·e, except that you have to watch yo~- step 

when. you go into the woods • 

. Q,. Mr. President, do you think we will have a 

chance to talk with you again on other subjects before you go, 
, t · - . . 

such as ~he - three-to-one vote? · 

. THE PRESIDENT: I think you will ··see me several times 

before ! go. Some of . the boys c·annot .get'·. their facts straight~ 

It would reaJly be fun if I went on the air and simply r~ad 

the things which ·have appeared in the paper .• 

~ow that it is 'n~t tr~e factually. 

Of course, you 

' ' Q. • . T~ere certainly have been as many different 

in-qe.rpre.tations as I haye ever seen on anythilig. 
'- - ~. 

T:IE PRE3IDENT : As a matter of fact, this plea for 

votes was done in a very quiet w~y. I 
Stalin said tQ. me -- and this is the essence of it . . i11 

-- "You know there are two parts of :1uss f a t het"'l-iflave been com-

pletely devastated •. l!."very building is go~e,· · every farm~ holi ?e, 

and iJlere are millions of peop le living in. these t~rri.tor ies' -­

and· it is very im:;:>ortant from the point pf view. ·of h~nity --. . . . . 
"" _. a_~d we thought', as_ a gest~re, they ought to be given something 

~~esu-Lt~ this coming victory. They have had very ,1i ttle 
' .. .. . . . 
civilization.. On~ -is the Ukraine, and the other is Vlfhite . 

not any of us com.ing from there in 

·. 

.. .. 
. ' 

. ~!., .. 

. . . 
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the · government _.:; we think it would be grand to give them a vote '· 

. 
in the Assembly. In these two sections, millions. have peen 

Jcilled, and we . t hink. it would be v ' ry llea.J;!tening -- would help 
' I • I-

to build them ·up -- if ·_we could ge.;~ them a vote in the Assembly." 

r rle asked me what I thought. 

I said to Stalin ~- "Are you go;ing to m~e that reques.~ 

of the · .Assembly?" 

He .said, ni think we should." 

\._~,.,. 'I . ' r-"'eht =-- :~don .t . I ·said, "I think it would be all 
. I ·"- . 

;l . . 

the Assembly will . vote." .. - . know hem 

-· ~~ said, "Wo~} d_ you favor it'?" 

· I said, "Yes, :).argely on sentimental -~rounds. ·If ..• I 
-r 

were on t~e de1ega~ion which I am not -- I would probably 

vote 'yes.'" . · 
·:. . .. 

r That has not. come out in any yaper • 

. He said, "That would be the Soviet ·Union , plu~ 'Hhite 

Russia , plus the· Ukraine." 

· Then I said, "By the way, if the Confere:nce · i .n San ... 
:i?rane1_s c.o should give you three vot'es in the Assembly ·-- if 

' . . 

L 

. you gt'lt three votes ·-- I do ·not know what woulj ha ppen if I 
~. c: . . " 

• • 

.. 
don't put in a plea for three votes in the States." And I 

. . ) . 

: said, " I would make · the pl ea for three votes an~h.s ist on it." 

It is riot r~:;Jally ~f any ·great importance. It if; .an " 

investiga-tory body only. I tola Stet tin ius to forget it·. .I 

am not awfully keen for three votes in the ·Asserubly . 

the little fel l ow who needs the vote in the Assembly. 

It is , 

This 
I 

business abbut the qumber of yotes · ip the Assembly · does not 

, '-..... 
~ 

. 

~ . 
t· l . 1 

•r ,I ,.-... 



o' 

iT998 -- 9 

' 
make a great deal of difference . 

' 
0 JJ.ol 

Q. They don ' ~ decide anything , do they? 

TiiE PRE.:->IDENT : No . 

By the way, this is all off the record • 
• 

• 0 • 
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