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CONFIDENTIAL
Press and Radio Conference #994
Executive Office of the President
March 9, 1945 -- 11.23 a.m., e.w.t.

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing that I have 5
got today 1s the daily report“frnm the Red Cross on the Ohio 1
floods. And the gist of it is that a great many people have
been driven from their homes. Zverybody, so far, is taken care
of . They are the greatest wartime floods we have experienced. 5
But everybody is on the job. The Red Cross and Federal sgencies
were on the way before the rivers left their banks. And it i
really depends on whether we get rain. Any additional rain

-'Hl-‘h

might drive the waters higher and, of course, we can't tell

what will happen then, but so far the situation is -- what's

the word? -- under control.

Jonathan, read that over and see if there is anything

in it that is serious or not, that should not be given out ---

MR. DANIELS: (interjecting) Yes, sir.

-

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- and then you can

tack it up on the bulletin board for anybody ---

MR. DANIELS: (interjecting) All right, sir. MNake

it available.

THE FRESIDENT: Yes.

I think that's all.

Q. lir. President, has the war in Germany moved to a "

point where you think it might end suddenly, or without any
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warning?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, that's a crystal ball ques.tion.
Nothing to that. |

Q. Mr. President, more directly on the German situa-
tion, have you seen Bob Murphy since he =--=-

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Not yet, No. He is go-
ing to see me tomorrow or the next day.

Q. Tomorrow. Have you gut to the point where you
are-éuing to appoint the American member to the German Control
Commission?

THE PRESIDENT: Oh, I suppose I have been thinking
about that for the last two or three months. '~ Nothing further
on it.

Q. The Army and Navy Journal was speculating on the

~possibility it might be probably Patterson. of the War Depart-

[ :
b

ment?

THE PRESIDENT: Speculation.

Q. Speculation. Would it be a military man, or a
civilian?

THE PRESIDENT: Speculation. (laughter)

Q. Mr. President, sir, is there anything you could
tell ps,follaﬁing your'canvafaations yesterday with Genersal
ﬁurley -——

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) With who?

Q. General Hurley, about the political situation in

China? :
1 THE PRESIDENT: Oh, No. We have just begun to
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talk. He 1s coming back, and the General ~---
Q. (interposing) Mr. ---
| THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- General Hurley and
Ganeral Wadam;yar.

%. Mr. President, Senator Barkley said yesterday
you wanted a -- I think he used the words "best manpower bill
possible at the earliest possible moment." Could you give us
an ldea whether you would prefer the llay-Bailey bill which is
a modified "selective" bill, or the "celling" bill that the
Senate paésad yesterday?

THE PRESIDENT: No. You know, I think the best thing
for you to do 1s to read my Message to Congress on it -- the
need for it. Anybody can make up their mind which bill comes
closest to that Message. I think we do have to have some auth-
ority and not a purely voluﬁteer system, because the volunteer
system has been worked, and worked and worked. And the lMessage
I sent onztha -=- not the theory but the fact, that we haven't
brought in enough men. I am still shy of men.

Qe Tnank_you, sir.

Qs Mr. President, Admirel Nimitz said yesterday that

the Joint Chiefs were now discussing the command setup*that will

be used in the Pacific for the final drive on Japan. Has any

decision been reached yet?

THE PRESIDENT: No. He is lunching with me. You had

‘better ask him after lunch. I want to know more Ebiﬁﬁxij'

Q. Do you think we will get an enswer then, Mr.

President?

087
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THE PRESIDENT: I doubt it. (laughter)
Q. Is there anything'ynu can tell us, Mr. President,

-

yet, about Ed Flynn's mission?
THE PRESIDENT: No. I told you boys who were with me.

And for the -- general national reasons, it's best not to t&iﬁ\ﬁ_

b

about it in any paper at the present time. S~

Q. Mr. President, do ycu1have any hope of saeing
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek fairly soon? :

THE PRESIDENT: I -- I don't, honestly, but you never
can tell,

Q. Mr. President, have you =---

THE PRESIDENT: ‘(adding) I might decide to this
afternoon.

2. What was that, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: 'What?

Q. (interposing) Have you made up your mind, sir,
whether you are going to go out to San Franciseo to open the
Conf erence, or to gn later?

TiE PRESIDENT: Not yet. Not yet. Sometime during
the Conference. That's all I can tell you now.

Qs lir. President, cen you give us your reaction to

Commander Stassen's address?
' THE PRESIDENT: Reactions to what?
Qe Commander Stassen's address.
THE PRESIDENT: Address?
Q. Address on the readio the other night.

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't hear it.




Qe+ His speech.
THE PRESIDENT: I didn't hear it.
Q. (interposing) Mr. President, could you tell

us -=--

Q; (continuing) Commander Stassen's speech,
THE PRESIDENT: I say maybe I knew there was a speech,
 but I haven't read it, or heard it.

Q. Can you tell us why Prime Minister Mackenzie King
1s'arriving today? _

THE PRESIDENT: He comes down all the time, either
here or Hyde Park. |

%+ Nothing special in this visit?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. _

Q. Cen you tell us, sir, whether théfe is any signif-
icance in the fact that Admiral,ﬂiﬁitz, Admiral Halsey, General
‘Nedemeyer, General Hurley are all here at this time?

. THEIPRESIDENT: I suppose it's good flying weather.
(l&ughﬁer}
Q. Thank you, lir. President. -

Qs+ Thank you, Mr. President.

0

A
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CONFIDENTIAL ,
Press and Radlo Conference #995
Executive Office of the President

March 13, 1945, 4.10 p.m., e.w.t.

B

(The Prime Minister of Canada, W. L.
Mackenzie King, was & guest at this

press conference)

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

THE PRESIDENT: I invited the Prime Minister, who has
been here for the last few days, to come into our press confer-
ence today, explaining you wnulq not question him, because the
press conferences are -- as you all know -- are jﬁst as much for
my Information from the press, as they are forqfhe information
of the press from myself, or any visitor who 1is here.

But I did prepare a little statement which I think
Jonathan (Daniels) has for you efter -- mimeographed Efter-
wards.,

(reading): "During the Canadien Prime Minister's
visit to Washington, Mr. King and the President discussed ques¥
tions of general international interest, as well as those more i
specifically cnncarnEQ withﬁthe ;alations between the two coun-

e

tries; relations wQ&aﬁiEF;fas firm and friendly as ever."

T
‘“/thd I brought him up to date on a thing that happened

this morning, which was my reception of the American delegates,

and our telking about acconmodations and -press accommodations,

and so forth and so on.
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(continuing reeding): "Among other things, a survey
was made of questions arising out of the recent Crimea Confer-
ence and likely to arise at fha forthcoming San Francisco Con-
ference. They Tlscussed in part the place ﬁhich Canada will

occupy in the new international organization.

"The President and the Prime Minister also had an op-
portunity of discussing questions of international economic
and trading policy which both their countries will hqye to face
as soon &as hostilities end. They agreed that tﬁa solution of
these questions should be sought aiong'buld and expansive lines,
with a view to the removal of discriminations and the reduction
of barriers to the exchange of goods between all countries.

They recognized a common interest in working toward these cbj;ct-
ives. .

"It was felt that the United States and Canada, with
their long experience bf friendly relations and their high
degree of economic interdependence, should meet the new prob-
lems that peace will bring in the same spirit of cooperation
with the other United Nations that has sustained their common
war effort."

I could go on for many paragraphs about that common
interest, and the way we have handled the problems between the
two sister nations side by side in the past. Of course, Iir.
King and I are very, very old friends -- personal friends, as
you know. But since he has been Prime Minister, we have devel=-

oped that friendship into a practical way of hand_].ing common

problems between the Dominion and the United States.
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And I think those various things that have come up
between us -- they have already recelved nemes, the Ogdensburg
agreement, Hyde Park agreement -- I think that relations between
Canada and the United States in the past ten years have been an
nutstanding'example of what you can du by common consultation
and laying one's own problems before the other félluw, which
is an outstanding example of that spirit of which two countries
that are neighbors and cousins, you might say, can get along |
to their mutual benefit. I

Whidh is not in the copy which Jonathan will give
you.

Uutside of that, I don't think I have any news at all.

JIM VWIRIGHT: Iir. President, did the St. Lawrence come
up in your discussions?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. '

JIM WRIGHT: Is there a disposition to forget about
that, for the time being?

THE PRESIDENT: No. Oh, No.

JIM WRIGHT: I had understood that thaﬁ agreement

which was presented last time was going to be allowed to go by
.the boafd for a while?

THE PRESIDENT: No. wé didn't dfscuss it. 'We have
the seme point of view, I think, lir. King and I, that the St.
Lawrence is a very great natural and-national asset to both
nations; and the time is going to come -- the quicker the bet-
ter -- when it 1s developed for the mutual good of the two

nations., Buffalo pepers please copy. (laughter)

—
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JIM WRIGHT (Buffalo News): Copy from us. Q
S Q. Ur., Presidanf, on the basis of youf1discussinns
with the delegates this mnrning, and with the Prime Minister,
y can you give us anything that might ba_ﬁalpful-to us in connec-
tion with the questions which you expect to arise at San Fran-
cisco?

THE FRESIDENT: We didn't talk about those questions
at all this morning. We were talking a}:uut the physical
arrangements entirely. And I think that they are planning, in
general, to follow the mﬂthbds that were used at the llexico
Conference, which seem to be pretty satisfactory. >

And the Conference will be open to the press and the
redio -- movies and stills. It's all right.. (laughter) :

Q. Mr. President, there has been some confusion as
to how the freedom of action which is granted the individual
American delegates is going to resolve into a common American

K- viewpolint out at San Franaiscg, specifiually the fraédom of
action about which Mr. Vandenberg has talksﬁ; Was that matter
discussed here this morning?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no.

Q. .Could you tell us how they are going to resolve
into an American viewpoint? Will it be a unit rule, or ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I -- I don't honestly
know. I don't think the question has come up. Stettinius
hasn't sald anything about it.:

Q. Mr., President, have you decided when you arelgo-

ing to San Francisco, to open the San Francisco Conference
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or go at the ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I asked for advice on
that this morning. Either the beginning or end.

Q. (interposing) m&. President, =--

THE PRESIDENT: (cuntfnuing] I expect to hear.

Q. (continuing) --- do you know whether General
0'Dwyer is going to run for Mayor? _Did you and he discuss =--

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) No.

Qe (cnntinuing) --= his plans?

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) No -- just what I read

in the paper.

Q. Was that what you read in the paper, that yﬁu were
going tq support him against liayor LaGuardiaf®

THE PRESIDENT: No. Iﬁns paper was right and one was
wrong. I only read it in two papers.

Q. Which paper was right? (laughter)

- Q. Mr. President, there is to be a meeting in New

York in the near fﬁiura to launch (Senator James M.) lMead on
the gubernaturigl draft again. Something you want to say
about that?

THE PRESIDENT: I hadn't heard a thing about that.

Q. Mr. President, do you feel that the recent develop-

ments in Romenia square with the Yalta declaration on libera-

ted areas?

THE PRESIDENT: O my God! Ask the State Department.

(laughter)

Q. Mr. President, there has been & good deal
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of specﬁiation, and gtherwisa, as to what the position of the
various members of the Bilg Four (Three) were on the voting pro-
cedure question at Yalta -- I mean the =-- both Dumbarton Oaks
and the Crimea Gnnfarande. Could you clerify for us, to any
extent, whether this final decislon was or was not a victory
for any participating nation, or --- '

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) That -- that -- of
course, that's the trouble with answering the question at all.
People will line up and say that is a victory for Mr. Stalin,
or for lMr. Churchill, or for me. .I should say iQ was a common
agreement. /ell, that means that it wasn't a victory for any-
body, because they were all agreed. Hnneétiy agreed as belng
what -- what we all thought it was the best thing to do. In --
what.éhall we say? -- history, the question of who proposed it
first is the -- 1is tile smallest end.of it. Jff anybody has a
better idea, we would be glad to consider it.

Q. Iir. President, is it true theat under the Yalta
agreement on voting procedure that two of the Big Powers have
the power to over-rule discussions on any proposal that might
be brought up, not only force but anything else?

THE PRESIDENT: As I remember the thing -- the
easiest way of putting iﬁ == 0on 3?er§thing that is procedural,
not the ectual use of force, you have to have seven out of
eleven, or maybe six out of eleven. Don't say it's seven. It's
a majority.

Q. Any seven, or do they have ta have a certain num-

ber of the Big Powers?
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THE PRESIDENT: No.
Q. Any seven? .
THE FRESIDENT: Any seven. In other words, you can
* look into things, into aﬁ}thing you want, and go through all v
tpe preliminary procedures by a majority vote. You don't have
to have unanimity at all -- the majority vote of the eleven.
When it comes to -- oh, what do they call it? -- the use of
power or sanctlions, that requires a unanimous vote of the -- of
the five larger nations.
MAY CRAIG: MNr. President, could you tgll us about
your conversation with Mr. (Senator Alben W.) Barkley on the
Interim Civil Aviation Agreements?
THE PRESIDENT: Interims?
‘MAY CRATIG: Interim Civil Aviation Agreement, not the
Convention you sent tn_thé Capitol, but the Interim Internat-
ional Civil Aviation Agramants? | - ;
THE -PRESIDENT: Well, I think that we go ahead on
the interim government of & country which surranders, on the
principles that were announced. For instance, we have not yet
made up the fqur zunes-of Germany -- the occupied zdnes. We
are still at'ﬁnrk on that. But we did say that France should
have a zone. And then the only other thing that we all know
is that during that period, the council -- allied council in
wherever it is -- Berlin or somewhere else -- their decision
will look after that interim peziod.
MAY CRATIG: I am sorry. That was not what I meant,

I meant the Chicago Civil Aviation Agreements, one of which
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was the Convention which came to Congress, but there was an
Interim Agreement. There is a good deal of contention in the
Foreign Relations Committee about it.

THE PRESIDENT: May, I don't know enough about it to
answer that. |

MAY CRAIG: I thought lir. Barkley had come to see you
about 1it?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

MAY CRAIG: -No?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q. Dbir, President, have you received word as to who
will be lir. (Isador) Lubin's opposite number on'the-reparatiuna
commission?

THE PRESIDENT: No. No. I haven't heard at all.

Q. When will he go to 1M0S cow?

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose pretty soon, Pete (Brandt).
I don't know -- I haven't heard... I saw him yesterday. He
ought to be starting very soon.

Qs Mr. President, would you care to commit yourself
on the subject of night baseball? (laughter)

THXE PRESIDENT: ",‘\fell,l I think that Clark Griffith
gave you the right "dope." I am one of the fathers of night
baseball, as you know, and I am all in favor of baseball so
long as you don't have perfectly healthy people that could be
doing more useful work in the war, I con- --=-

Q. (interposing) Do you think within the =-- pardon

me.

#995 -- 8 097W




#995 -- 9 098

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- I consider baseball
a very good thing for the population during the war.

Q. Do you think within the definition, Mr. President,
it would be possible for the big leagues to operate this year?

THE PRESIDENT: Why not? It may not be quite as good
a team, but I would go ouf to see a baseball game played by a
sendlot -- and so would most people, D

Q. lUir, President, could you give us any inkling as
to the difference in treatment to be accorded Austrie as against =
Germany? .

THE PRESIDENT: There is to ﬁa, as I remember it, an
Allied council in -- in Austria -- in Vienna -- whiech will look
after that end of things.

Q. lir. President, is there to be any change in the
status of Italy? I think the Italian Ambassador suggested that
he was wanting to become a member of the United Nations.

THE PRESIDENT: There was an agreement the other day
to give Ttely certain things. I haven't seen iﬁ, and I couldn't
tell you off-hand -- don't remember it -- what those items are,
But apparantly Italy is more satisfied in getting more author-
ity over the internal menagement of things since this has come
about.l That is within the last two nr-threa days.

Q. (simultaneously) Mr. President, ---

Q. (simulteneously) Thank you, lir. President.

(Laughter)
=3 THE PRESIDENT: 'hat was 1t?

Q+ I was going to ask about Leon Henderson. Is



he through =--
. THE PRESIDENT: (interposing)
ing to keep on working. All right.
Q. Still working.

el

(copy of this press conference
for Prime Minister liackenzie

King)
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he is working. Go-
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CONFIDENTIAL .

Press and Radio Conference #996
Executive Office of the President
March 16, 1945 -- 11.10 a.m., e.W.t.

MR. DGNALﬁSON: All in.

. THE PRESIDENT: I think the only thing I have got is
the setting.up of a committee -- I think you know about it --
but this is the formal lettér -——

| MR. DANTELS: (interposing) That's already been
announced. - 4

THE PRESIDENT: What?
~ MR. DANIELS: That was amnounced before.

THE PRESIDENT: That was announced.

MR, DANIELS: Yes, sir. A

THE PRESIDENT: Assistent Secretary (Will L.) Clayton;
Shipping -- Food -- W.P.B. as well as the War Department. Iliar-
vin Jones from War Food; Ceptain (L. H;] Strauss from the Navy
-- that they will meet together personally, attending any meet-
ings. Tor the purpose of the committee is to examine all the.
related factors that pertain to the cepabilities of the ﬁniteﬁ
States to export items for the support of the war other than
direct military Lend-Lease commitments.

Well, the reason for that, as you know, is largely
food, but not entirely food; and this committee 1s to act as a
clearing house more than anything else.

I nught'tu stop and let somebody ask me a question,

because it is -- I'll be asked by somebody, I don't know who,
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(laughter) And then I

about starving this country to death.
wuulﬁ have to ask him what paper -- what paper they represent
-- what are their orders -- because that makes a lot of differ-
ence, you know.

There is a tendency -- and I think this had better go
.nff the record ent;rely -- there is a tendency on the part of |

certain -- .not newspapers but "papers" to scare the people.

They fﬁrget that we are still at war. '

And the easiest way to illustrate it is to ask a ques-
tion of ;his gupposititious person who asked me the question:
suppose we are -- in the world supply -- suppose we are short
of sugar ﬁll over the world. 'ell, we are not, I am taking an
illustration which isn't -- isn't a gnbd illustration; but
sorrething else, something thaﬁ everybody uses;  And suppose we
find that by cutting our consumption in this country, you and I,
ten percent -- well, I thinkwe would live. DBut, by doing -- by
not doing it, if we didn't cut here, there would be soue
country on the other side where people are really starving --
have been starving for some time now, not only mﬁlnutrition, but
thg worst kind of hardship.

Take -- well, take for lnstance, the example of Holland,
which is a very bad case. Some -- sdﬁelenuntries that need it
a lot more than we do. Well, there is a tendency amﬁng'the

papers -- an inclination -- to meke an issue out of that, that

they would oppose our cutting down on our consumption, and

thereby let the people of some other country starve.

I think it's a question -- the country will be all
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right on it when it is explained, but I rather Dbjaét to the
time wasted in explaining a thing l1ike that. 'Ye are decent
fpeqple in this country. The owners of these papers are not

decent people, 1f they take fhat line.

And the thing.-— the thing is a matter of compromise,
of course, doing the best thing we can as:a matter of -- what?
-- justice =-- not exautly’the word I want = of .decency. The
war is not won yet. e have got- to tighten our belts — this
that and the other thing -- before the war is won, probably =--
the German war and the Japanese war, .

And I think the country willl bagk up the idea of keep-
ing some people alive, by continuing certain :estricticns that
have been in effect, or adding others. I can't yet bring myself
to think that we have suffered very greatly in this country,
camééred with some other countries. I don't think we are éuing
to suffer very greatly. But, as a matter -- as I say -- of
justica, we are going to sui;é these problems in the best way
TNE can. :

3. Is all that discussion off the record, Iir. Presi-
dent? |

| THEZ PRESIDENT: Yes, yes.
@~ Can we use it for background, lir. President?

THZ PRESIDENT: What?

Qs Can we use it for backgrnugé?

THiE PRESIDEN%: Use it for background, but I was talk-
ing entirely infﬁrm&lly,';

‘Qs (interposing) Well, -=-=
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THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) And thé reason I would
rather have it left off, for background, is thaﬁ I don't want
to bring the newspapers into it at all.

Q. Well, may we attribute this to you?

THE PRESIDENT: No, no. Attribute it to the attitude
of the Administration, and of a large majority of the ﬁmaricag
people. (laughter) ; | |

JIM WRIGHT: MIr. President, I think it would be a
good deal more éffective if we could say this was your view. I
-~ honestly, I don't see where the ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) Leave out the stuff,
Jim, about the papers, and the rest you can use.

Q. (interjecting) Thank you, sir.

THX PRESIDENT: (continuing) I guess that's all
right. |

Q. bir. President, have you had any response yet from
Chieng Kai-shek about the possibility of = maeﬁing at San fran-

cisco with him?
THE PRESIDENT: He is one of the inviters. Chine is

one of the host natlions, as I remember it.

Q. I think the question was, Mr., President, have you
heard when the Generalissimo may come to San Francisco?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q. Mr. President, are you going to see Commander
(Harold E.) Stassen today, or in the near future?

THE PE&ESIDENT: I think ---

VOICE: (inteqpnsing) Today . J f

-

0
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MR..DANIELS: It's today.

THE PRESIDENT: Today. As a matter of fact, he is
the first person I see after you all leave the room.

Qe Dceéuthe conf erence have a bearing on the San
Francisco meeting, sir? 4

THE PRESIDENT: I suppose so, =---
Q. (interposing) Mr. President, ---

- THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) === but I would =---

Qe (interjecting} Pardon me. _

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- I'd go a little slow
in gﬁeasing, because I think it's chiefly about whether, bét-
ween now and then, he'll have time to go back to his comrand. r

<+ Personal problems, rather than --- b

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) Yes, yé%.

Q. (continuing) --- the Goﬁferanca? | l

Q. Mr. President, yesterday you saw General Bill
Dnnnvanf Is there anything you can tell us about your talk
with him? -

THE PRESIDENT: Nothing, Jim (Wright). Just clearing
up some ruatine matters -- nothing of importance.

2. You didn't take up this proposed super-spy system,
as they call it in‘some of the other "papefs" that you referrede
to? (leaughter) -

THE PRESIDENT: No. That was of such importance thet
he never even menticﬁgéxit. Neither did I.

Qs I see.

e Mf;'Presidant, in this current Hollywood
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motion picture strike situation, the field pfoduaers are caught
between two labor boards and two As F. of L. groups. (laughter
from the President) There have been numerous suggestions that
you might teake some action to end the stalemate. Do you plan
to go into that?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't done a thing. In fact, I
have read only the newspaper headlines. I haven't even read
the stories.

Qs+ Mr. President, I wonder if you would care to com-
ment on these published reports as to the social problems that
reputedly ere following in the weke of the curfew, in -such
places as New York, because large numbers of service people are
.on the streets after midnight with no respectable pld¢e~to go,
sir?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't been there. (laughter)

Q. dr. President, there have been new rumors of
peace feelers from Germany. One of them was supposed to have
come via Sweden,

THE PHSIDENT:'I saw that this morning.

Q. There have been reports, too){ that Von Rundstedt
had been relieved of his‘comm&nd,_and was supposed to have made
some armistice proposals to our armies. Can you give us any
illumination on those reports? e

THE PRESIDENT: 'We have nothing here at all, and I
think the British Foreign Office said they heard nothing of b
‘ .

it.

Qs+ In that connection, lMr. President, can you now
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throw any light on your conversations with Mr. tRnbert} Murphy?
He has been here for almost two weeks, and we assume that you
have been talking about the problems of German occupation.

THE PRESIDENT: No. I think I've only seen Bob once.
Came to lunch the other day, and I reminisced about my boyhood
in Germany. That was all.

2. Have you now settled the question of the --
precisely what zone American troops will occupy?

THE PRESIDENT: Not yet, No., In fact, I am glad you
mentioned that, because it 1s something I want to ask about.
T haven't heard of it since Yalta.

Q. 'Mhat is holding it up, sire?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Don't know anything
about it. T haven't asked about it since I got back.

Q. lir. President, do whatever reason® which heve pre-

vented publication of the Itelian armistice terms still prevail?

THE PRESIDENT: You had better ask the Sta®e Depart-
ment. I don't reelly know what is holding it up.

Qe They aiﬁays refer us to the War Department, which
refers us to the.-"White House, sir?%

THE PRESIDENT: What? (laughter)

Q. Mr. President, there has been & rumor that yﬁu
were coﬁsidering inviting Mackgpzie King to be temporary chair-
man of the San Francisco.Canerehce? Z 1
THE PRESIDENT: %hare will be a lot more of ﬁnosa bet- -
. ween now and the 25th; (laughter)

%« Mr.«President, since Yalta a new government
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has been set up in Romania where Premier Groza describes that
government as representative --- |
THE PRESIDENT:. (interposing) I think that one's
80 === ]
Q. (continuing) --- of the Romanian people.
'THE”PRESIDENf: (continuigg} --- catchy, you had bet-
ter ask the State Department too. (laughter) .
Q. Mr. President, has there been any déuision yet
on the new command setup for the Pacific? i
THE PRESIDENT: No. _
Q; Do you expect there will be one soon, sir?
THE PRESIDENT: No, no.
Q. - Thank you, I, Prasidant.
Qe Thénk you, lr. President. | ;
THL PRESIDENT: (adding) I think it depends entirely

on the kind of operations.

(Notebook PC-22 -- Page 29 -- JR)




COLFIDENTIAL

Press and Radio Confierence #997

Executive Office. of the President_ ,

March 20, 1945 -- 3,07 p.m., e.w.t. (one.hour earlier)
Y . ’ .

MR. DONALDSON: All in.

‘% THE PRESIDENT: I think the most iﬁpnrtant-thing I
have is setting up en inguiry into the new question of guaran-
‘teed wage plans. As some of you know, I have beeﬁ talking about
it for ten years. In other words, what might HB called the =L
annual -- annual "take home" a person can'make under our wage
systam. And it is only lately that the trade unibns have be-
come intarestad in_ths question. Therefore, it's new. :

And T ﬁgg;a, last Decembe;,SgntJustice-Byrnes about
a study of it, and he took it up with- Chairman Davis of the ar
Labor Board, &hd suhmitted a report, suggesting that a study
should be conducted by a specially appointed commission charged
with the duty of examining into the experience which industry

and labor have thus far had with these plans. I will give you

a copy of this when you go out.
L

And therefore, Justice Byrnes's advisory commission

hes been asked if thsy'willrundartake the plan and start right
away to do it. 'Sevepal of ﬁna_facts have been studied bafnre “}
by the Department of Labor —-'quite a lot to go on. Indﬁatfﬁas
differ very much. An annual u-l:nnual wage 1s relatively

simple in some industries, and exceedingly difficult in other

industries. You will know more about+it when this commission

_5 reports.




#997 == 2 10

I think that's sbout all I heve got.

Q. Ir. President, Magor Laﬂuarﬂia has in effect over-
ruled Justice Byrnes, so far Es‘New York City is concerned, -and
so far as the ﬁidnight curfew 1s concerned. Do you have any
comuent to make &s to who you think is right in the contro-
versy? _ |

Tdii, PRESIDENT : Bétter ask Justice Byrnes. It has
already yaen;given out. It was done with my approval.

(R“ Does that mean, lir. President, you would stick by

o
the midnight curfew?

THZ PRESIDENT: “hat?

Q. Does that mean that you think we ought to stick by

the midnight curfew? _ﬂqb'
THE PRESIDENT: ‘Well, I will put it this way. MNost
of the country has accepted the request. The city of New York

has not accepted it. And I was in favor of the original request.

Uf course, 1t isn't an order. I think that's sbout all there

is to say. ,

Qe lr. President, does the Governuent have-én}'figﬁs
for preventing the storpage of work in the coal minés, should
the operators andthe union not reach agreement by lNarch 31st?

THE PRESIDENTY. T am sorry to heve to say that that
really is an "iffy" question}

%+ The word "if" wasn't there, ir, President.

TUR. PRESIDANT: It was cleverly done, I will say
that., {;aughter]

Q+ Ir. President, in connection with‘manpowér




oo

leglslation, can you say whetﬂér you would believe in penalties
being imposed or aleiad against workers who refused(tn taeke or
stay in essential jobs, &s well as penalties applied to ampluyers
who violated employment ceilings?

. THE PRESIDENT: Don't you think it would depend on the
éése a gand*ﬁeal? ‘That we are trying to get 1s manpower, in the
most useful way. Je have to do 1t, or else ---

3. (interposing) Can't hear you back here.

THE PRESIDENT: (continuing) --- jeopardize the war;
Q; Thank ynu,'sir. ' _

. Could you discuss. the food situation, if .you
please, lir.-®¥resident?

TIE PRESIDENT: Oh, I read an awful Yot gf -- lot of
stuff. I don't think I am ready to answer thet yet, because
thé foud situstion depends largély oﬁ the per son who writes the
storys I could write.both sides of it. I think the country
ougzht to know. I will try to have something by Friday on it,
as to what has happened to food. It's worth analyzing.

J+ Will that == your plen is for Friday, éir? Is
thet & stetement you plan at the press conference, or & l.essege
to Gungresé?

Tirg PRESIDENT: I thought I would just talx.

4. Yes., I wondered if it involved a liessage? -

THE PRESIDENT: No, no.

T

<. Do you think, sir, thet a Congressional investiga-

T

i

tion would be advisable and helpful?

L

‘TR PRESIDENT: That's a trick question.

#9917 -j_j 110 |




#997 -ﬁ b 11I1.

Q. It's a what? :

_THE PRESIDENT: It's a trick question.

;: It wasn't meant as ---

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) I know it -- (laughing)
-- but ‘it's tricky, because I don't -- I don't like to criticiaa
Gongress. . I.feel & little bit about It -~ T think yoi had Bete
tar put this off the record -- what can we find out abuut 1t
that we don't know already? I honestly dnn't know. There are

a 2&od many people in the_Gnvernmaqt who can tell about the whole

thing. in half-an-hour. )

Of course, I, having been in a legislative body, have
a little bit the feeling that if I ever inclined to do what I
have éeen othaf people do, I would pass & resolution thet here-
afﬁer, in America, all food in the cpuntry is going to be just
twice what it.is ﬁuw. IResolve 1%, i don't know what good it

is going to dD.. liaybe they will find something useful. I would

X

o Qe {interposingj vjell, lar. President, I would

be delighted if they did.

like =--- )

éHE PRESIDENT: (continuinb} The old thing in the
Bible about making two blades Df "ahaep" grow where one grew
before. It's a little like that. |

%« bIir. President, I would like to, if I may, go back
to this curfew question. Does the Administration, you or
Justice Byrnés, intend to do enything to try to:bring New York
City back in line with the midnight curfew?

TH PRESIDENT : Eell, what can we do?
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There's a lot of sanctinns that they could bring,

Qe

in -- bring to bear, I suppose, on manpower -

THE PRESIDENT: (interjecting) “/hat?

Qe (continuing) --- everything from gas and lights.
That'sffhe"w@\y they have always talked before.
T ontt) Kiows - T hewen!t: thoughs

THE PRESIDENT::

about 1it.
<+\ Thank you, Mr. President.
R+ Thank you_,,,ﬂiur. President.

(Notebook PC=22 -- Page 43 -- JR)




CONFIDENTIAL
Press and Radio Conference #998

Held in the Little White House at Warm Springs, Genrgia
Thursday, April 5, 1945 -- 2.00 p.m., c.wW.tT.

(sergio Osmena, President of the Philippine
Commonwealth, was present at this press con- -

ference)

THE PRESIDENT: President Osmens end I have been hev=
ing & nice talk, and I thought you could come up end write e
story for release when we get back to Washington. It may be in

another week or ten days.
The Preslident and I talked about many things, and 1t
so happened that while we were together this morning, the

announcement about the fall of. the Japanese cabinet was told.

It is a plece of very good news. Outside of that, we have been-

talking about a great'many things to do with the Pnilippines
President Osmena is just back from the Philippines
itself, ang-he tells me about the terrible destruction in
lianila -- about three-fourths of the city has been destroyed.
Ve talked about -=- wait until I get this memorandum, just to
use as background -- first was the militery campaign end the
pcssibiiity of intensifying it. There are still a great.many
Japs in pbckets in a number of places al} through the Islands.

We have not been to lilndanao, have we? Eventually, we will

get'to Mindanao where President Usmenea says he has some very

s

good guerillas fighting. Our joint forces are wnrking up
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toward the center of the Islands. That is partly Morro country,
so there we get a great many Morros wurking together with the
American and Filipinn forces, '

Then we talked about more current problems, after
the Islands are cleared of the Japanese. We are absolutely —
unchanged in our policy of two jéars ago, for ilmmediate Filipino
independence. _ 1 1 :
That brinés_up.a great meny things, like relief, the
rebuilding of communications, croads, highways, bridgés, and so
forth, so as to get civilized life running in a normsal way. I
don't know yet -- I am not ready to announce dates, because .
nobody knows when the country as a whole will be ready to go
ahaad with the distribution of relief without being fired on.
The relief probably ought to be undertaken by us on & perfect-
ly definite plan. I put it to President Osmene tE}s morning.

There are certain things which we have a definite
responsibility on, whiech was not the fault of the Filipino
ﬁ%upla that the Japenese attacked Pearl Harbbr, but tgay have
béen terribly hurt by the result of the war. And in gﬁa pro-
cess-of taking the Island back, we obviously ought to restbre
certain damagés like highway bridges, or tunnels, or highways

themselves destroyed by the Japanese, and those practical

-

things.
There are other things which are not immediately

practical, in one sense. For example, in Manila; the famous

el

old Gatnedral == which is one of the oldest cathedrals in tﬁé

Far Fast. I think this country will want, as a gesture of




sent imentality, to restore the Cathedral of St. Dominic.
Otnef'thingg, like wrecks and harbors with Jap ships, it cer-
tainly is our duty to take those wrecks'and blow thsmlup, SO
commerce at different ports will be able to function again.
Then we discussed all kinds of things on the question
:of rqh&bilitation in regard to trade. We have not yet gotten
from the Congress & def?pite.statemant as to the tariff ques-
tion. After 1898, we gave to the Spanierds, who defeated the
party at that time, ten years to work DuE:EPe tariff problem;
and we have been under a tariff ever since,nkhich has been
fixed-frqm time to time by the Congress of the United States
after commissions in those cases have sat. I don't think we
" can treat the Filipinos any worse than we did the Spaniards
on prnﬁlamé of that kind. My ﬁhought is we.snould maintﬁin
. the present tariffs between the Philippines and the United
States after they get their independence. In their present
status, give them a chance to turn around before we get a new
tariff, and we oughit-to consider the economic needs tof the Fiki-

|
{
|v-

pinos as a whole.

It seems obvious thet we will be more or less respons-

ible for security in all. the Pacific wate%f. As you take a

1ock at the different places captured by us, from Guadelcanal, -

t.:ha north coast 03-1Q'ew Guinea, and tnlen' the liarianas and other
islands gradually to-the southern Philippines, and then into
Luzon and north to Iwo Jima, it seems obvious the only danger
is from Japanese forces; and they must be prevented, ih the

‘sama way Germany is prevented, from setting up a military

[}

‘
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force which would start off again on a chapter of aggression,

So that means the main bases have to be taken ﬁway
from them. They ha#e to be policed externally and internally.
And as a part of the western Pacific situation, it is neces-
sary to throw them out of any of thelr mandated ports, which
they immediately violated almost as soon asethey were mandated,

L

by fortifying these islands.
And we were talking sbout what base Dr bases will be

necessery, not for us nationally, but for us in the world, to

prevent enything from being built up by the %apanesa and at
T

the same time give us a chance to operate in those waters.

_TheﬂPhiiippine waters’occupy?& very large, part of the Pacific

FL.
Ocean, and undoubtedly we &accept a mandate to keep security -in

that part of the world. -The Filipinos and ourselves would in
propinguity maintaln adequate naval and air bases to teake
care of that section of the Pacific.

Then we talked sbout American.technical assistance.
All of this will be & special miésion to keep us in touch,with
all of fnis being bredicatedﬁnn the permanént setting up of a
Philippine independent government. Ve talked about the fime,
but nothing was decided as to datef. It all depends on how
soon the Japanese are cleared in the Islends. This autumn, we
hope, which would be prior to the date of July 1946, set by

the Congress.

Now, what else was there?

\
Then, of course, we discussed all sorts of important

' things which are detailed really, such as the questinn of

114
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the redemption of emergency notes, &as we do now in so many
places, including Italy and dorocco -- something which th;
soldlers and sailbrs can use to buy anything they want. Of
course, there is very little left to buy. e have had to
issue a kind of emergency note for the Armed Forces, to tide

them over, in case they wanted to buy some things to send

i home.

L

Q. Mr., President, on the question of the Japanese

mandates that you say will be taken away from them, who will

be the controlling government in those mandates, the United_

States? :

_ THE PRESIDENT: I would say the Uh;ted Natiops. Or
-- it migﬁ%’he called -- the world, which has been much abused
now, wiil have & chance to prevent any more abuse.

Qe Nir. Preéident, aren't the Philippines under’ &
‘sort of preferential tariff as compared with Dtéer nations?

THE PRASIDENT: Yes, that istrue.

Q. 4 lot of srticles are on the free list like
sugar, etcetera, aren't they? , &

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. Iy idea 1s to continue taat,
and give them a few years to gét things worked out in a peacer
ful world, so we can get & pérmﬁnenttnriff treaty with the
Filipinos. A thing like that takes time.

. Could you say anything further about the tech-

nical setup of harbor control plan on the mandates? -

THE PRESIDENT: No. I don't think the nations as a

whole have given it a Ehougnt. It is too early.
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Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the collapse

Japapese cabinet. Do you think there is any connection

ST

that and the Russian renunciation éf_tha'non-aggression

with Japan? .
THE PRESIDENT: T wouldn't know. I would get
what you boys call the speculative field 'if I tried to

1!

inswer.

Q. It certainly didn't make the Japanése feel any

THE PRESIDENT: No. It is not very much out of line,
which I would have prognosticated if I were & prognosticator.

Qs You knew the facts 'so well you didn't have to

prognosticate. (laughter)

Qe President Dsmena, are you going to San Francigqo?

PRESTIDENT OSMENA: No. I am going back to Manila.

Ve have a delegation going, however, with Genersel Carlos P.
Romulo heading the delegation.

THE PRESIDEINT: You see, from the legelistic point of
view, the Filipinos have been headed for nearly ten yaaés toward
a defiﬁite step: a date for independence, which has not
arrived. They are leaving it to my discretion -- the sett;ng
of the date -- at any time between now and July 19h6.; Nhat I
hope the resal stnry is == I hope to set it long before that.

Q. You think you can set a date before all organ-
1zed resistance ends in the Philippines?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. ihen I say organized resistance
¥

_theré 1s a chance that for years -- seversal years -- there

&

o

1'.~£_
N
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. may be organized resistance on the part of the Japanese troops,

‘organized only in having an objective of killing Filipinos or
Americans, and working against us 1in the fn;m of guerillas. J
IEImay tﬁke several years to do that. I wouldn't call it
Dré&nizad resistance, except that 3nﬁ have to watch your step
when you go into the woods.

- Q. Mr. President, do you think we'willrhava a
chance to talk with you sgain on other subjects baforaigou g0,
such as the three-to-one vote? %

THE PRESIDENT: I think you will see me several times
before I go. Some uf_thelbojs cannbt.getvtheir facts straight.
It would :aé;ly be fun if I went on the alr and simply read
the things which have appeared in the paper. Of course, you
know that it iswnét true factually. |

Q. There certainly have been as many different
ianrprét&t;ons as I have ever seen on anything. |
T;E PRESIDENT: As a matter of fact, this plea for
votes was done in_a #ery quiet way. |
! Stalin said %o me -- aﬁd tﬁis is the essence of it
-— JYou know there are two perts of Tussia that*have been com-
pleteiy devastated. Every building is goné;hevEry farm house,
. . and there are millions of pEGplé living in these territories --
| and 1t 1is very important from the point of view of hgmanity -
‘and we thought, &; a gesture, they ought to be given something
'.h.ﬁ' ngesult__pif]_this cnming victory. They have had very little
. civiiizatinn. 6na is the Ukraine, and the otﬁar is Wﬁife

Russla. . We alltfalt -- not any of us coming from there in




" know how the Assembly will vote."

N e - op

the governmant‘ﬁgiwa think it would be grand to give them a vote"
in the Assembly. In these two sections, millions_hava been
killed, and we think it would be véry heartening -- would help
to bulld them up -- if we could g8t them a vote in the Assembly."
N Hie asked me what I thought. |

I said to Stelin, "Are you gﬁing to mﬁﬁe that request
of the Assembly?" ;

He sald, "I think we should."

I %ﬁid, LA think it would be all Tright =-- Iﬁﬁanft

‘) He sald, "Would you favor iten |
&Eri'said, "Yes, lhrgely on sentimental grounds. If.T
were on the dei;gation -= whidh I am not -- I woﬁ&d probably
vote 'yes.'" | .

dTﬂét hag not come out inlany paper.

He said, "That would be the Soviet Union, plus White
Russia,.plqslthe'Ukraine."

| Then I sald, "By the way, i% the Gonference;iﬁ San

Franciscd should give you three votes in the'ﬁasambly -- if

you get three votes == I do not know what would happen if I

don't put in a plea for three votes in the States." 4nd I

'sald, "I would make' the plea for three votes and*insist on it."

It is not really of any great importance., It is an -
investigatory body only. I‘toldiﬂtattinius to forget it. I
am not awfully keen for three votes in the'ﬂssambly.‘ It is .

the little fellow who needs the vote in the Assembly. This

business about the number of votes in the Assembly does not “




E—

meke a

great déal of differehce.
Q. They don't decide enything, do they?
THE PRESIDENT: No.
By thé way, this is all off the record.

L] an oW

Foah

%
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