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Eastman about it and to the railroads. The railroads are very
keen too, provided Eastman approves. We haven't yet taken it
up with the steel rail people.

Q BHave you discussed with anyone methods by which Govermment credit
can be given to businesses that are suffering from codes?

THE FRESIDENT: No.

Q The R. F. C. -~ Jesse Jones says they are studying means to help
factories meet their expanded payrolls.

THE PRESIDENT: 7Yes, I had forgotten that; that is all I know about
it.

Q Haven't they made any report?

THE PRESIDENT: No.

Q What time are you leaving today?

THE PRESIDENT: I am not going until tomorrow.

Q Are you going in the morning or afternoon?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't ‘lmow.

Q How come you are not going tonight?

THE PRESIDENT: To tell you the truth I was afraid that going to
Quantico somebody would write a story that I was reviewing the
Marines before they started on their way to Cuba.

Q Are they golng down to Cuba?

THE PRESIDENT: I am going, in that connection, to tell you a famous
old story about Mr. Bryan. In the old days he came into my of-
fice in the Navy Department and said, "I have to have a battle-
ship right away -~ I have to have it by this afternoon."

I said, "Mr. Bryan, I am awfully sorry, battleships are

few and far between, and to get it by this afternoon is









or anything like that, means a lot of ships together. Where
you have twelve or twenty ships all scattered along twelve
hundred to fourteen hundred miles of coast, I don't think
there is any particular word for it.

Q It's the copy reader's problem.

THE PRESIDENT: That's it -- your headline men know the word to
describe it.

Q Somebody suggested a "cordon."

Q Mr. O'Connor (J. F. T.), speaking to the bankers yesterday, said
that when the Deposit Insurance Law becomes effective Congress
would be justified 1n repealing the Postal Savings Bank Law.
Have you any plans along that line?

THE PRESIDENT: I hadn't thought of 1t at all.

Q Have you any intention of bringing deposit guarantee into effect
before the first of the year?

THE PRESIDENT: No, on the first of January the $2,500. Act goes into
effect.

Q Getting back to the steel rail thing, would you say the railroads
didn't react favorably to the idea?

THE PRESIDENT: TVery favorably.

Q Did Mr. Bastman initiate the suggestion?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it was Eastman who talked about it.

Q@ Is there apy declsion on the interest rate?

THE PRESIDENT: It hasn't gotten to that stage. We only started yes-
terday afternoon.

Q Will there be direct loans to the railroads from the Public Works

Administration?










and six o'clock. This committee may become the govermment or

it may decide to turn things over to some other committee to
become the govermment, or some individual. We don't kmow. It
is awfully hard to describe a situation like that where the only
thing is a Committee of Five that has been set up by the Army.
They have been holding almost a continuous conference since

last night, and again at eleven o'clock today, and we haven't
had sny report since that from that eleven o'clock meeting.

Q@ If you hear anything will you let us know?

Q@ Do you anticipate any communication with Ambassador Welles tonight?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, we hear from him quite constantly. The Secretary
of State, for instance, has telephoned him a couple of times

today.

Q At Tuesday's conference you said you might possibly get a chance to
talk to Farley about the District.

Q Has the machinery been sterted in motion to learn the number of men
that were employed by the various projects of this Administration,
the N. R. A., Public Works, and various things of that sort?

THE PRESIDENT: I asked for that informetion at Cabinet meeting today.
The only definite figure we have had is that codes are already
signed by 13,500,000, and approximately two million employers.

Q@ How many new employees? -

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know.

Q That figure does not separate existing employed and those recently
employed?

THE PRESIDENT: No, probably it is premasture for anything on that.

The process 1s actually going on at the present moment; during







CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #51,

Executive Offices of the White House,
September 13, 1933.

THE PRESIDENT: I tried to get you some things out of the Council
lleeting yesterday. The Director of Emergency Rellef told us
yesterday that the number of relief cases, families and single
persons, decreased 2.9% between July and August. In August
over July, I should say. And that this is the first year since
1929, according to the United States Children's Bureau, that the
July-August report on the number of families on relief has shown
a decrease. Steve, (addressing Mr. Early) you might use this as
a release.

About the drought areas -- of course, we have four, likely
five areas today, that are hit by natural causes and not by
economic causes. One is the Dakotas, which ﬁere hit by grass-
hoppers and the drought; the Panhandle of Texas, where all the
grain was blown out of the ground; another the Rlo Grande Valley,
that was hit by hurricane, and also a portion of Florida.

So we decided yesterday that the Farm Credit Administration
would extend credlt as liberally as possible in these areas, but
that that wouldn't be enough. It wes decided thet the Director
of Public Works, Secretary Ickes, immedietely make available
funds for special relief work which might be called additional
Public Works projects, especially things like roads, that could
be started immediately in these areas. And also Harry Hopkins
will provide special emergency relief funds to take care of the

natter of food and clothing, and aiso feed for livestock. Those











































ot e

CONFIDENTIAL

Press Conference #52,

Executive Offices of the White House,
September 16, 1933.

THE PRESIDENT: I.don't think there is any news today at all, isn't
that so Fred (Storm)?

Q Let's look into that.

THE PRESIDENT: Go right ahead.

@ Have you any report on sugar guotas, or the investigation ﬁeing
made over at the Commerce Department?

THE PRESIDENT: I have been talking sugar quotas for the last two months.
I suppose I will continue for another month or two.

Q

]

Have you heard anything lately about the Coal Code?

THE PRESIDENT: I haven't heard a thing. And I haven't even heard any-
thing about Cuba since this morning, and thet wasn't any particular
news. I guess you have it.

0, What did you hear about Cubsa?

THE PRESIDENT: That'!s just it, there wasn't any news.

Q Professor Warren was in to see you today. He has been studying in=-
flation,.

THE PRESIDENT: He came in for three minutes and told me he had a very
nice trip everywhere he had gone on the other side. He is coming
back next week and tell me all about it.

Q Did you take up anything with the Cabinet you can tell us about?

THE PRESIDENT: We talked about almost everything, as usuel,

Q With refereﬁce to the report of Professor Rogers asnd Professor

Werren, is that to be made use of shortly?

THF PRESIDENT: What report?



















