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.....The conversations were interrupted for six weeks to two
months. They ﬁere then resumeé, with- the ssame objeétive in mind.
Despite the Japanese move into Indo-China, they continued.unﬁil¢ 
_&bout twovveeks ago, when we receivédrindicatiohs from various._;_. 5
sources -~ Europe and As1a — that the German government was press— -
ing Japan for action under the trlpartite pact.. In other words,

an effort to divert the American mind, and the Britlsh mlnd from |

the European field, and dlvert Amerlean supplles from the European
theatre ta. the defemse of the Dast Asia theatre. About two w eeks ;':
ago we began to reallze that the probabillty of Japan bvelng 1n .'ly
earnest was so’ 'slim that it was tlme to meke a final and definite K

effort to pin them.down on the one subject that they had never ever"

been pinned down omn, and that was that they were to agree to cease

their acts of aggression, and that they would try to brxng the China
war to a close.

) The result was that the Secretary of State senF a meésége
on that point, to find out whether Japan would be willing to dls~
cuss or consider that point of non-aggression. That was the 26th

. of November. TFrom that time on we were getting more and mpré def~

inite informetion that Japen was needed for war, and that the-reﬁlj
to the‘Secretary of Siete would be in the‘negative. . o

‘ About a week sgo, in adding up some of the 1nformatlon.....
in sddition to that, moving 100,000 men in Southern Tndo-China,
the lmportance of that lies in the fact that geographically Tndo-
China was at a hub, from whlch any sttack can be made in a number‘

of direections. It is only a2 very short distance from there to the

Phillppines in the east, It is a relatively short distance from /'

—
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thefe down to the Dutch East'Indies, Which_is the most induetrial
part -- southwest there is Singapore -- fortified. To the west
there is the Malay penlneula, parts of Thailand, end parts of the
Malay Straits, and sllghtly to the northwest is the whole of Thai-

land -- Siam, an. 1ndependent kingdom practlcally surrounded on '

- two sides by England and France. Only 2 short dlstanee Trom thefe,ﬁ
of’ course, lies Burma, and the entry - the bottleneck to the

~Burma Road, a short dlstance from Siam. We are ge*tlng a very

1arge proportlon of our supplles —-— rubber tin etc. -- from that
whole aren of southwestern Pgeifie, end we are gettlng out over

~ the Burma Road - two—wey road -- we are gettlng a large amount of

" very important material, such as tungsten and some oil u—:for the
manufacture of paint.' . . 55,

' . In addition to thet, of cqurse, is the fact yhat if the Japan-
ese did move to the south, to the Dubtch East Indies, from Indo- .
China, the Pﬁilippines would be virtually suyrounded. ‘They would
have the Japanese on both sides  -- Indo-China ~-- the Mendeted
Islands to the west, this side of the Philippines, and the Dutch
Indies, and the Japanese possessions in the South. They would be
completely encircled by a military power.

Lnd so the thing went along until we believed that under the
pressure from Berlin tﬁe Japanese were about to do-eomething.....
" pnd so yestefday I sent a Tinal message to the Empero:...;.fhe_
Japanese, we Iearned; were to bring the. Secretary of State today a
reply to his note of November 26, Actually, inipoint of fact (7},
they telephoned to the State Departuent, afﬁer Hawaii had peen

'
sttacked, for an appointment. They came to the State Department --
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they were given an appointment within three-querters of an- hour,

and they sctually arrived at the State Department one hour after
the terrific bombing attack on tﬁe Isiand of Oahu.,

Which of course was an act which is almost W1thout parallel
in relatlonshlps between nations, equaled only by the Japanese
episode of 1904, when two squadrons - crulsers —- lying in the ‘

sfHarbor in Korea (?) and without any warnlng v I think on a Sunday"
morning, by the way -- Japanesa crulsers sank ‘21l of them.’ There
are other_parallels, of course, such as- the descent on Denmesk-and_
Nerway in this war, without anj werning wﬁatsoever. ‘In'fect fight
in the face of their treatles of non4aggression. - |

. r e .ending that message to Congress, which is —- after you
have read and studied. it -- one of the most.....falsehoodslfpet I ,-

-j'_ have had..... . |
Andlfinellf while we were on the elert_-- at eight o'cieck
-~ half~pest seven -~ about a gquarter past —- helprast one, a-
great'fleet of Japanese Bombers borbed our ships in Pearl Harbor,
and bombed all of our airfields. Shortly thereafter this was fol-

lowed -- about eleven o'clock, three hours later —— by a third

~attack, which was not as violent, but most or the damage had already
been done. The casualtles I am sorry to say, were extremely heavy.
1 cannot say snything'definltely in regard to the nuwber of ships
_that have been sunk. it looks as if out of eight battleships, three
have ;neen sunk, afid possibly a fourth, Two destroyers we_%ce blown up'_

while they were in drydock. Two of the battleships, are badly damaged.

Seversal other smaller vessels have been sunk or destroyed. The

drydock itself has been damesged. Other portlions
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of the fleet are at sea, moving towards what is believed to be two
.‘plane carriers, with adequate naval escort.
In addition to that, this afterncon, in Guam -- Guam was be-
iﬁg boﬁbed by two squadrons of Japanese_ﬁlaﬁes, ﬁnd we Xnow --Uaﬁd

it is entifely possible that at this moment Guam -- which was not

'defended except by a few Marlnes W1thout much in the way of guns -

in all probabllity has fallen to the Japanese.

Wake Island ‘was also attacked and we have no further word.

at the present time,

P
Tli’

e believe that Manila was attacked but that has not proved
true, and it is possible that other ports of -the Phlllppines -

some ports in Mindenao -~ have been attacked. ThoseAare merely

reports.

-+«..Three or four, probably, of the landing fields were very
heavily bombed and a very large number of aireraft were destroyed
in the hangars, or on the fields.

I have no word on the Navy casualties, which wiil undoubted-
1y be very heavy, and the best information is that there have been

more than one hundred Army casualties and more than 300 men killed

and injured. _ . W

T do not know what 1is happening at the present time, whether
a night attack is qﬁ or not. It isn't guite dark yet in Hawaili.
-I suppose it's Hur otelock iq the afternoon, and it will probably
be dark in a couple of hours,

There might be.....nothing definite on it.....if the Japanese
Torce turns ocut to be a good deal larger than we expected,

‘7
The faclt remains thet we have lost the majority of the battle~

ger e o) e ———




ships there. OFf course, in the long run, probably most of them can
be salvaged, or repairéd, to teke their place‘in the line of battle
again. That, however, is g long.process, and will last Very many

- months, depending on the danage. .. ‘

T thlnk probably -- Oh yes == one more thing -- Out Jin ‘
Shanghal the one small gunboat we have there has been taken over by
the dapanese, and a Brltish gunboat has been blown up; We sti1l -
have two hundred Marines there...;.and we are not certaln yet whether
they have been gotten out or not Probably not. ‘

° The Tapanese at the same time.....which were set for bne.
otelock WashingtAn time -- the Japanese-made_an attack on'thelMalay
peninsulay That is definite. And the British fleet now in Singa-
pore 1is now condﬁcting war operationsfagaiﬁSt the Japanesexgyips
in the Gulf of Siam, and on the éastern side of the Malay peninsuls,
at the north end -- fop north end of the Malay Straits, just short
of the -- we will have to look up the map ~- just short of the
Siemese ~- Thailand part of that peninsula, short of whet.they call.
the (?j Isthmus, |

The Dutgh governmeﬁt has declared that a state of wer exists
between the Netherlswufs-Indies and the Japanese.

The British cabinet is in session.. I have heard noth;ng
from them on that -- just the faet. And at nine o'clock tomorrow_.
-morning, their time, a special session of the Perliament is being
celled, |

The Japanese have attacked the Idélay Straits,

Now I think that is all there is in the way of information,
' !
4y

but it has been suggested that the Army snd Navy losses, and the




rathef definite stéfsments that T have made about ﬁhese ships,.
could not be spoken of outside, because we must remember thet
detailed military 1nformation, such as the damage to shins of-

. even the loss. of personnel - that 1nformatlon is of value to

_' an enemy. I thlnk that is a matter of dlscret:.on whlch all of -

" you W111 accept.

Q. Dldn t we do anythlng to get —- nothlng about casualties on

. their side° . ' _ : S . _ S

THE PRESIDENT: Tt's & little aifficult. We think we got some
of their submarines, but'ﬁe don't know.

9. Well, planes —— a:lhrc:r;'aft‘p

TgE PRESIDENT: We did get, we think, a numbsr of their Japaﬁese
planes. We know.some-Japanese planes were shot down, but there
again -- I have seen so much of this in tﬂe other war. One felloﬁ
szys he has got Fifteen of their planes, and you pick up the tele-
pﬂone and somebody else says fise. S0 I don't know what the report
on that is, except that somewhere Japanese planes have been.knocksd
down on the Island. T ‘should séy that by far the grester loss has
been sustained by us, although we’have:acdounted for some of the

Japanese,

Q. There is a story coming over the redio that we got one of

“their airplane carriers.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know. Don't believe it. It was repbrted

about eight o'cloeck., I didn't believe it, A Jabanese carrier has
been discovered off the Panama Canal and sunk by our forces. I

wish it were true. But about the same time, the commsnding officer




in the Canal Zone said they were on the alert, but.very aquiet,

So that is literally everything T have got here. I rhink
I have even covered the rumors as well. _

.0f course 1t is a terrlhle dlsappolntment to be President
in time of war and the clrcumstanees.....came most unexpectedly.
Well, we were attacked There is no questlon ahout thet

I thought that tomorrow, if it was’ agreeable to Senator
NOrrls {%) he would be zood enoueh to ask me o dellver a short '
message.. 1 can't tell you what is 1n it at this tlme, beeause of'-f‘
.....I’w111 probably- hove.....It has been reported but nod verifled
.that Japan has done one of two thlngs. She -has sent:oue wordithat
her army and oavy are in a state of hostilities with the Uniteol
States; and the obther reports state that they heve declaredh}j.‘r_ar_
on the United States. | B

T frankly -- I haven't any specific informaticn whether both
off thcse are true or not. df course, the fact is that the —— it~
might be called ﬁhe principal defense of the whole west coast of
this eountry and the whole west coast of the Americas has been very
seriously damaged today. That is why I thought I Would ask you -
after all, there are two sides -~ I would ask you if it was all
right if you would let me come before youltomorrow —-— T think the
regular Senate session tomorrow, |

- Q. Yes.

THE PRESIDENT:. The House -~-—

Q.  Twelve o'clock.

Q. May T make one suggestion, Mr. President, and that is that you

£
come as early after twelve as possible, at your convenlence. Are




you going to suggest what the resolution will be before we leave?
THE PRESIDENT: I don't_know yvet. |
Q. A resoclution inviting you to come?
THE PRESIDENT: - A resolution ésking me to éome. .
2. You don't waﬁt to éontinue any further than that tpniéhﬁ? .
'PHE PRESTDENT: No. - Think what's hapiaenea in the last nine hours.
"1 don't knoﬁ_ﬁhat's.going to happen by twelve o'cloéi tomérroﬁ; 
2. My suggestion was. made for tnis reason —--after:the prayeyrand‘
| the r?ading‘of tbe dournal, we stopped the long sﬁeéehes,_but it ig
the habit now £0 ask unanimous cgﬁsent {2) I ﬁpuld like to intro—
duece this resolution as ;oon.as the Journal is reéd. Then &ou could
come in at aﬁ early enough hour, ‘ ) |
THE PRESIDENT: Half-past twelve? . -
Q. Yes, T think ---
THE PRESTDENT: In the Senate?
Q.‘ Five minutes to get there;' We have to get tha? resolution -~--
THE PRESTDENT: The concurrent resolutiun? |
. Yes. : )
THE PRESIDENT:, Well, if that's all riéht with you, T will come any .
time ——- roughi?ahalfnpast twel&e is gll right with me; Is thet all
Tight?
Q. Yes, yes. Sam and I discussed that.
© THE PRESIDENT: Well, it is en awfully serious situabtion. There is
& rumor that two of' the planes -- Japaneée planes have a rising sun
painted on them -- but two of the planes were seen with swastikas
on them. Now whether that is true or not, I don't know. It wes a

1y
rumor, and therefore news until scmething a little more definite

v




comes in. But that is a rumor.

2. I can't help wondering what can we do to do anythiﬁg -
THE PRESIDENT: The only SPBlelc thlng to do.....our ships -~ we
don'td kncN what ships -- are out trying to get the Japs at this

moment.....They can't send for fear of dlSGlOSlng the1r p031tlon.

.. There are two alrplane carriers of the Japanese navy over there.
THRE PPESIDENT Prbbably -— in other words, if you take the tlmlng
out, those planes - carrlers and thelr attendlng eruisers, and
‘probably battleshlps -~ I don't know -- at sundown last night, ‘at
about. dark, were roughtly tw91Ve hours of darkness -- standing in
the dark, away from where they launched their planes. Now,; let us
assume that they launched those rlanes at 2 dlstance of a hundred
mlles al daylight, That means- that they had twelve hours to get to
that point in the dark and running at perhaps 25 xnots that would’
be three hundred miles further away. In other words, at dark, last R
night, they might very well have been four hundred t6 five hundredl
miles away from the Islend, and therefore out of what might be
ca}led a good patrol distauce. Patrol out of a given point -- 300
miles undsr normal condiiions, nuf 500 miles is & long way for re-
"connaissance patrol The planeg run all through the night. At dawn .
they were one hundred miles away from their Island —- they launched '
their planes ~—_they steamed this way and that way, or reﬁefsed théir
'course, The planes dropped their bombs and went back.

Q. Well, they were supposed to be on the alert, and if they had
Been on the alert.....I am smazed at the attack by Fayan, but T ém
still more astounded at what haprened to our Navy. They were all

asleep. Where were our patrols? They kiew these negotiations were
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going on. _ .

THE PRﬁSIDEﬁT: .....Here is a dispatch from General Yeohrthur in
tﬁe Philippines. All possible action being taken here to speed
defense. Pursult planes are now reportlng that by a counter—attack
‘about Tifteen enemy planes north of the Far (2} in central (9)

. .....whlch means that those Japs are over the Island of Oahu (?)
—'Renort has been recelved that homblng attack.....for end of the
~Island of M1ndanao..... In all probablllty.....attack mav come

fromthe Japanese Mandated Islands WhlGh lle to the west of the
Ph111pp1n¢s. The only damage caused, said the report, is a hangar‘
of a ecivilian airport.‘ A repo?t has just.been received of a boﬁb—‘
ing atteck on Camp John Hayes.at Baguio. |

That ﬁessage was sent twenty minutes.ago, and it is Fast
‘about‘dawn.in the Phiiippines at this moment -- tomorrow of Monday.

Two hundred Marines are in Northern China (?). They have
been asked by the Japanesé army to disarm, to turn in all erms and

‘emmunition, to assemble,.... The reply accepts the demands as

of two otclock today. That takes care of that. 7You have got the

—mmd e, 3 -
Ry G} uwr Ao iy V) "

"

Lt

Q. That means two hundred of our Marines are now pfisoﬁers of the SRS
Japanese? . »

THL PRESTDENT: Yes. _

' Well, any of you good péople got'any quegtions? _

Q. T didn't hear you.say-anything about sinkings between Hawaii

and Qahu. - | | .

THE TRESIDENT: Those are two reports. One was an armed transpart AU

supposed to be carrying & load of lumber. Is that right Harry?
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Mr. Harry (Hopkins)?; Yes, sir. _
THE PRESIDENT: And the other one is -~ that‘was 1500 miles of'f
San Frencisco -- the other report which mlght release the Qame -

that an American merchant ship had been sunk 700 miles,. Buy they )

are just Tlabby {99)

Q. r th&t report is true,_lt is pretty elose to Callfornla is
- that right, Herrys .
Q. Mr. President, you said you don't know what_yéu are going ﬁo
say tomorrow. Are you going to detail to Gongress éll the facts
“you have at that time, assuming they don't get any better you
right..,.. so fdr as the Japanese ———

THE PRESIDENT: Active hostilities, yes.

Q. "Yes, that is what T mean. | , . L
THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me get a little more time on it.

Q. Yes. ‘ | |

THE PRESTDENT: In other'words, at my Press Gonference they stars

Off with the guestion "If", Tt's & little bit of "if" —- what I
will say tomorrow at half- -past twelve,
~Q. Iave you sAy-roport of a maSS'meeting in Tokyo to be héld at
7.30, in which Toge and Tojo and some othér officials were to make
" speeches?

THE PRESTDENT: I heard that the Prime Minister is going to maﬁe a
:statement, or a declaration, or speech, in Parliament at two o'clocx
tomorrow afternoon.

Q. The radio inferred about eleven o'clock.

Q. That would be about 7.30 our time, That®s another rumor. Tt
isn't confirmed.




S g, ve...make é formal declaration of war? They are so tangled up

in the Axis that a declaration of war by Germany O USseass
THE FRESIDENT: We heve reason to belleve that the Germans have
told the Japanese that if Japan declares war, they w1ll to0. In
other words, a declaratlon'of war by Iapan automatlcally brxngs
You ﬁﬁﬁen't made ény-ﬁeclaratioﬁ fet@ ‘
PRESIDENT: It is awfully diffieult to know. o
Well, ¥r, Pr381dent this nation has got a job ahead Of‘lt
wﬁat we have got ﬁo do is Toll up our sleeves and win thls war.
PRESIDENT: poe (2) I am glad you said that because thete are -
a lot of people all over the couniry who ‘have been saying for the
past few weeks -—~ saying, well 1et's go in and clean up -~ blank ——

biank -— blank. But of course thset popular feeling ~— you can't

do it -- just wade in and clean them up. ,
Back in 1922--1923, T wrote an article for the Asiatic Maga-
zine, end I pointed ocut at that timé that from what T had seen of

the Wavy Depasrtment, war between the United Stetes end Japan would

be won by us; but that it would be won primarily by the starvation

and exhaustion of Japan —-— starvation or exhaustion. And slways’

Temember that they have no naval bases -~ they Have nothing. . nd
the old asiom used to be that a fleet loses five percent of 1ts
- efficiency Tor every thousand mlles it zets away from base. That
is a rule of thumb; We saw our fleet at Hawaii, three thousand

miles away to Japan itself,.... TIf anything happens to the ship,

there 1s one thing in particular. If you are in home waters you can

get it back to drydock or Navy Yard, buﬁ if you are in enemy waters

‘y




13

you have an awfully ﬁoﬁgh time gettihg back héme. . £nd therefore a
fleet attack over in Japanese waters is almost an Iimpossibility.
And they are going to go through. We will'havé to, to prolong éur
national exlstence but it mekes this treacherous attack 1mpossible.
in the fuoure. We may have sone very heavy losses ‘ And the Japan— :
' ese know perfectly well that the answer to her attadkpié proper
.strannulatlon of Japan ——‘strangulation altogether.
2. How big is the Ru°91an Army now? _ .
THE PRESTDENT: '.....The greater part of it is there. From 6dr'i“;ff“
. best information there will be no orfen51ve on lend from now on N
until the end of April. . | B ' T .
2. Not much danger in %1ber1a.....°_‘ ] | o
9. Try to play this domn, Mr. President, but I presume thalb; we'
think of this problem -~ we probably have varied lnterpretatlons to
pléce on the situation, so that we will'probably héve a declarétion
aga;nst‘Japanl Yhether it goéé any further will_depgnd‘on cnﬁditioﬁb
from now to then. | -
THE PRESIDENT:’ T think we ought not to say aﬁything gbout it --
what astion will ba asked for, or whaﬁ setion will be taken by the
Congress tonight. |
9. About all you can tell them is about the Message?
THE PRESTDENT: But lots of thiﬁgs may happen.
. 8. T was trying to get it from our points of view.
THE PRESTDENT: The fact is that a shooting war is golng on today
in the Padific. We are in it.
2. By twelve o'eclock tomorrow you will know whether Japan's form—

ality has taken & declaratlon of war on us, or a state of war




exists.,
Q. +....Japan had stated that a state of war existed between us,
or.that war existed., That does not necessary méan e declaration

of war. That comes from some authority that has power to declare’

war.

—_—

'THE PRESTDENT: Bill, this is the only thing that we have -- from .

Shenghai, %ho is Stanton? Is‘he our Consul there?

Q. Consul of China. -

THE PRESTDENT: Ceptain Smith of the U.S.S. ?  received a tele-

" phone call at 4.15 this.morning. Japanese naval officers_stateﬁ C

over the téleﬁhone‘fhat a state of war exists Between my country
and your§~ I am taking control over the U.S.8. % . Thatis;the
nearesttdfficial thing I have got, and tﬁat's a telephone mégsage.‘
I think we had better not say anything sbout it. Remember that out
there it is nsarly jusf about déwn. They are doling things,'and
saying thiﬂgs during the dayitime out there, ﬁhile we are all 'in
bed.. ‘ |

Q. Ye are in bed too much.

Q. ™ell, if that's - well, thet's all we can say. |

THE PRESIDENT: What?

Q. That is all we_caﬁlsay.

TiE PRESIDENT: Yes.

December 7, 1941




