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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
BROADCAST FROM THE CAPITOL, WASHINGTON, D.C.
December 8, 1941 =-- 12,30 P.M., E.5,T7.

B

MR, VICE PRESIDENT, AND MR. SPEAKER, AND MEMBFRS OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE -
PR YT

BRI

OF REPRESENTATIVES: (TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES:)

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 -- a date which will live in infamy
-= the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by
naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.

The United States was at peace with that nation and, at the
solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its Govermment and
its Emperor looking toward the maintensnce of peace in the Pacific. Indeed,
one hour after Japanese air sqguadrons had commenced boembing in the American
Island of Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and his col-
league delivered to (the) our Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent
American message. And while this reply stated thet it seemed usgeless to con-
tinve the existing diplomatie negotiations, it contained no threat or hint
of war or of armed attack. ’

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes
it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days or even weeks
8g0. During the intervening iime the Japanese Govermment has deliberately
sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions
of' hope for continued peace,

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiilan Islands has caused severe

damage to American navel and militery foreces. I regret to tell you that

very many American lives have been lost. In addition American ships have
been reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu.

Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack againsgt
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Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong,
Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam.

Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands.

Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island.

And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway lsland.

Japan hag, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending
throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yesterday and today speak for
themselves. The people of the United States have already formed their
opinions and well undersitand the implications to the very lLife and safety

of our nation.

As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy I have directed that

all measures be taken for our defense.

But elways will (we) our whole nation remember the character of

the onslaught against us. (applause)

Mo matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated
invagion, the American people in their righteous might will win through to
(loud and prolonged cheers and applause) absolute victory.

I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress amd of the

e i people when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the ubtter-

most but will make it very certain that this form of treachery shdll never ‘ i
again (endanger us) endanger us (agamin}. (epplause)

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact thet our

people, our territory and our interests are in grave danger,

With confidence in our armed forces =-- with the unbounding deter-

mination of our people -- we will gain the inevitable triumph -- go help

us God. (appleuse)
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I ask that the Congress deeclare that since the. unprovoked and

dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December seventh, 1941, a state of

war has existed between the United States and the Japanese Empire. {1oua

and prolonged cheers and applause).

FRANKLIN D. ROCSEVELT

THE WHITE HOUSE,

December &, 1941.
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PROPOSED MESSAGE TO THE CONGHESS '
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by naval and air forces of thle Empire of Japan .54y
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The United States was at the moment at peace with that nation and was
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waisebh o conwrsatmnﬂ with its Government and its Emperor looking
toward the maintenance of pegce in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after,

Japanese air squedrons had commenced bombing in
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The attac}fyesterday on MMW T
caused severe damage to American naval and -ﬁilitary forces, Very
many American lives have been lost. In addition American MGHM® ships
hsve been torpedoed on the high seas bebween San Francisco and
Honolulu.

Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack
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throughout the Pacific arsa., The facts of yesterday speak for

themselves, The people of the United States have already formed
their opinions and well understand the implications\W
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As Commander~in-Chief of the Army and Navy I have . Sf<useey
directed that all measures be taken for our defense.

Long will we remember the character of the onslaught against
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DRAFY NO. 1
I spezk the will of the Congress and of the people il
“Yomunbog when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to

the uttermost but will see to it that this form of trsschery shall

never endanger us again., Hostilities exist. There is no mincing
the fact that our neople, our territory and our interests are in
grave danger.

I, therefore, ask that the Congress declare that since the
unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December

seventh, a state of war exist“Botwaen the United Statew and the

Japansse Empire, : ;
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 15, 1941

MIEMORANDUM :

This is the first draft of the

messaged dictated by the President -

to Congress. The pencilled notes are

mine,

B o o B o

HARRY 1. HOPKINS

From tha Papers of

FAAMKLIN D, ROOSEVELT LIBRARY Harry L. Hopkins
HYDE PARK, W. Y. & T

sumig




UVscember 8, 1941

MMORANDUM

I saw the President at 8:30 this morning and attached is

the last draft of the‘speech.
I suggested that he take out "at the moment" in the fourth

line on page 1 and "minor menace" on page 3. I also wrote the

next to the last paragraph for him,
The speech is going to be given at 12:30 and I am going down

with Mrs Roosevelt to hear it,
The President was receiving the latest despatches this morning
and the news is surely not good. But, as ever, he had a good

night's sleep, although someone woke him up at 7:30.

He dictated to Steve a long news release to be given out at

once,

-

I told him I thought he should invite the Supreme Court and

he readily agreed. 1his has been done.

From tha Papers of
Herry L. Hopkins

D, ROOSEVELT Lidmamy

NYRE PARK, 3. 1.

HARHY 1.. HOPKINS

FRANELIR
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MESSAGE TO THE CONGRESS 2 -;
B

DECEMBER 8, 1941 B8

YTesterday, December 7, 1941 -- a date which will
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live in infemy -~ the United States of America was suddenly

FAARKLIE D. ROGAEVELT L1BRARY

and deliberately attacked by naval and air foroes of the
Empire of Japan.
P S

The United States was at the moment at peace with

e i et e

that natlion and, at the soliocitation of Japan, was still

in conversation with its Government and its Emperor looking

toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific. Indeed,

one hour after Japanese alr squadrons had commenced bombing
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in Oahu, the Japansse Ambassador to the United States and

hls colleague delivered to the Secretary of State a formal

reply to & recent American message, While this reply

stated that 1t seemed useless to continue the existing

diplomatlc negotiations, it contained mo threat or hint of

war or armed attack,
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It will be recorded that the distance of Hawail

From the Papers of
Har_ry L. Hopkins

from Japan makes 1t obvious jhat'thg attack was deliberately

Planned many days or even woeks ago. During the intervening

time the Jupanese Govermment has deliberately sought to

HYDE PARK, . T.

decelve the United States by false statements end expressions

" FRARKLIN D, RODSEVELT LIBRARY

of hope for continued peace,

The attaock yesterday on the Hawailan rﬁlands has

caused severe damsge to Amerioan naval and military foroes,

Very many Ameriocen 1ivearhuve been lost. In addition

Amerloan ships have been torpedoed on the high seas between

San Francisco and Honolulu,

Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched &n

attack againat Malaya.

Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam.

Last nlght Japanese foroes attacked the Philippine

Islands.
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B Japsn has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive
extending throughout the Pacifle aerea. The faots of yesterday
speak for themselves. The people of the United States have.
;lready formed thelr opinlons epd well underatand the
implications to the very safety of our nation;l

Ags Commander=in-Chief of the A;my and Nevy I have
direoted that all measurss be taken for our defense.

gong will we remember tﬁ; oparuoter of the onsleught
against us.

7 No matter how long it may tnké us to overcome this
premeditated inrasiqn, the Ameriocan people will in thelr
righteous might win thropgh to abaolute vioctory.

S . I gpeak the wlll of the Congress andlor the people

d}// when I assert that we will not oﬁly defend ourselves to
el =

the uttermost but will aee to{ig that this rormfor

treachery shall mever endanger us again,

g z

From tha Papers of

FRAXKLIN D, A
Wrog pff.?,“:.‘_"{““*" Harry L. Hopkins
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"
Hostilitles exist. There is no mincing the fact

that our people, our territory and our interests are in

grave danger.

I, %horefor;b agk that the Congress declare that
sinoce the unprovoked and dastardly asttack by Japen on
Sundaj, December seventh, a state of war has existed

between the United States and the Japanese Empire,

e e e o o e e s e e oo o o o o o oo e
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From tha Papers of

FRARKLIN D. ROOSEY
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'~ .DRAFT NQ. 2 _
December .7, 1841.

PROPOSED MESSAGE TC THE CONGRESS

Yasterday, Decembe; ?; 1941, a date which will live in
infamy, the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately
attacked by naval and alr forces of the Emplre of Japan.

The United States was at the moment at peace with that
nation and was still in conversation with its Government and
its Emperor looking toward the ma1n€enance of peace in the
Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese alr squadrons had
commenced bowbing in Hawali and the Philippines, the Japanese
Ambassador to the United States and his collesgue delivered
to the Seérétary of State a formal reply te a recent American

{ message. This reply contained a statement that 1t seemed
e — - ussless to continue the diplomatic negotistiona, but it
contained no threat nor hiiit of war nor of an armed attack.

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawali from
Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately

planned many days or even weeke ago. During the intervening

time the Japanese Government has deliberately sought to




:DR&FT NO, 2
deceive the Unitea States by false statements and expressions
of hope for continued peace.
 The attack yesterday on the Hawallan Islands hae caused

severe damage to Amerlcan naval and mllitary forces. Very
'many American lives have been lost. In addition Amerilcan ships
have been torpedoed on the high seas between San Franclsco and
Honolulu.

Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack
agalnst Malaya.

Last night Japanese forces attgckgd Guam,

Japan has,'therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive

éxtending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yesterday

eépeak for themselves. The people of the United S?gtethave
already formed their opinions and well unagrétand the
implicatlions to the very safety of our nation.

As Gommander-in—chief of‘thé Army and Navy I have, of

course, directed that all measurees be taken for our defense,




f1

" DRAFT NO. 2 i

Long u;ll wé remember the character of tha onslaught against
us.

I speak the will of the Congress and of thg people of
this country when I assert that_we will not only defend
ourselves to the uttermost but will see to 1t that thls form
of treachery shall never endanger us again. Hostlilitles
exist. There is no mineclng thb fact that our people, our
territory and our-interesta are in grave danger.

I, therefore, ask that the Congress declare that since
the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday,
December seventh, a state of war has exlsted between the

United States and the Japanese Emplre.

fravprevpvenrare et L L L



MESSAGE TO THE CONGRESS
DECEMBER 8, 1941

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 -- a date which will
live in infamy -- the United States of America wasg guddenly
and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the
Empire of Jdapan.

The United States was -&b=flhiovmeomsnt ot peace with
that nation and, at the solicitation of Jepan, was still
in conversation with its Govermment and its Emperor looking
toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific. Indeed,
one hour after Japenese zlr squadrons had commenced bombing
‘in Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and

his colleague delivered to the Secretary of State e formal

reply to & recent American message. While this reply

stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing
diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of

wer or armed attack.
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It will be recorded that the distance.of Hawaii
Trom Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deiibex@tely
planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening
time the Jepanese Govermment has deliberately sought to
deceive the United St;tes by false statements and expressions
of hope for continued peace.

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islénds has
caused severe damage to American neval and military forces.
Very many Americen lives have been lost. In addition
Americen ships have been torpedoed on the high seas between
San Francisco and Honolulu.

Yesterday the Jepanese Government also launched an

attack egeinst Malaya. _ . ./ | “”“ ‘é’f{/ﬂf/ : ol
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Last night Japanese £ es attacked Guam. /
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Lest night Japanese forces attacked the Philigpine

Islands, /'ﬂﬁ "‘“‘% /
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Japan has, therefore, undertaken a_surprisg offensive
extending throughout the Pacific area. The fzcts of yesterday
speak for themselves. The people of the United States have
already formed the;r opinions and well understand the
implications to the very safety of our natiqn.

As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy I have
directed that sll measures be taken for our defense.

/j/gwhﬁi bemg will we remember the charaéter of the onslaught
against us.

No matter how long it may teke us to overcome this
premeditated invasion, the American people will in their
righteous might win through to absolute viectory.

5\ﬁ;5“1 wﬂﬁhﬁZyﬁau}””

B ~ - I aﬁﬁaﬁﬂthe will of the Congress and of the people &

vhen I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to
e K S 4/%44“; LQ}; ./;:«:a
the ubtermost but will sﬂﬁéiemé$ that this form of

breachery shall never endanger us again.



== _

- Hostilities exist. There is no'giéééégé?ge fact
thet our people, our territory and our interests are in
greve deanger,

/zi“,r::::::;ll_ﬁﬁzaaﬁﬂxng a8k that the Congress declare that
eince the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on

Sunday, December seventh, a state of war has existed

between the United States and the Japanese Empire.
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MESSAGE TO THE CONGRESS
DECEMBER 8, 1941

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 ~- a date which will
live in infamy -- the United States of America was suddenly
and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the
Empire of Japan.

The United States wes at peace with that nation
and, at the solicitation of Jepan, was still in conversation
with ite Govermment and its Mmperoy looking toward the
maintenance of peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hpur
after Japanese alr squadrons had commenced bombing in
Oshu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and his

- -
colleague delivered to the Secretary of 8State a formal
reply to a recent American message. While thls reply

stated that 1t sesmed useless to continue the exlsting

diplomatic negotietions, it contained no threat or hint

of war or armed attack.
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;t will be recorded that the ﬁistanee of Hewali
from Jepan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately
- ' planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening
time the Japanese Governmment has deliberately sought to
deceive the United States bffralse statements and expressions
of hope for continued peace.
The attack yesterday on the Hawailan Islands has
caused severs damage to American naval and militery foroces.
Very many Americen lives have been lost. In addiﬁion
American ships have been torpedoed on the high seag between
San Franclsco and Honolulu.
Yosterday the Japanese Govarnmgnt also launched an
attack against Malaysa.
Last night Jdapanese forces attacked Hong Kong.
Lesat night Japansse forces attacked Guam.

Last night Jepanese forces attacked the Philippine

Iglands.

e
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Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island.

This morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island.

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive
extending tgroughout the Pacific éraa. The faote of yesterday
speak for themselves. The people of the United Stétes have
already fo:med their opinions and well understand the
implications to the very safety of our nmation.

As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy I have
directed that all messures be taken for our defense.

Always will we remember the character of the
onslaught against uﬂ.

No matter how long it may teke us to overcome this
premeditated invesion, the Amerlcan people will in thelr
righteous might win through to absolute victory.

I beliéve I inxerprat the will of the Congress and
of the people when I assert that we will not only defend
ourselves to the uttermost but will meke wery certain

that this form of treachery shall never endengsr us ageln.
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Hostilitles exist. There ig no blinking at the
Tact that our people, our territory andlnur inﬁerasta are
in grave danger.

With confidence in our srmed forces -- with the
unbounding determination of our People -~ we will gain
the inevitable triumph -~ g0 help us God,

I ask that the Congress declare that since the
unprovoked end dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday,
December seventh, & gtates of war haa e%@atad'betwaen

the United States and the Jepanese Empire.

e o S e e ool o ok sk e o e ok e e o e o e o e e ok




