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BRITAIN declares war on FINLAKD, HUNGARY
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Records of the leeting of the
Inquiry Qommittee of the privy council on Dec, 8, 1941

Inquiry Comuuittee liseting
Concerning De claration of
A?ar against America and
England.

Dec. 8, 1941 (Monday) 7:30 a.m. all tue councillors of the
privy Council (except councillor KANEKO)meet in the Bast Thied
waiting Hall in the Imperial .slace, Haval Ninister SHIVADA
reports on the starting aspect of the war opened sgainst America
and England, While he is reporting the Council receives the
Emperor's reference bill for thier deliberation ertaining to
the above subject, Frresident HARA announces the general committee
meeting and the nmeeting opens at once.

lenvers present ;
Fresident HARA
CHATRVAN of Inguiry Cowmittee; Vice fresident SUZUKI
Taquiry Committee members:

Counncillor ARIIM Counci Ller IEHII
" ISHIZUKA " KUBOTA
u MINAMT " & IMIZU
" ARAKT # MARA
U SUGAHARA L KTSUT
" USHIO L kATSUURA
" FUKAT ¥ HAYASHI
L ANC » FUTAGAMI
L CBATA " CSHIMA
" MIBsUCaT " TAKEGOSHL
“ JKEDA Ll TZAWA

& mepber gbsent: (Counci llor XKANEKO

£ Gov&runent menbers;
5- Fremier )

Howe Linister) T0.C

8

H
’

- Army Minister)

- Bducation Ministcr _HASHIDA

i Agriculture and Forestry Minister ) T3

i ey G
Qverseas Liinister )

VWlefare Minister EKOIZULT

Justive Mninister IWANURA

Navy Minister S:iTHADA

Foreign Minister TCOGCA

e Conmunication linister TEBASHIMA
\ Finance linister KAYA

Coumerce angd Industry KISHI

Railwgy Minister HATTA
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Rxplaining nembers :

Chief Secretary of the Cabinet HCSHINC
Chief of tue Legislative Bureau MLRIYALA
Chairuan of the Cabinet “lesaning Board SUZUKI
Chief of the Intelligence Bureau TANI
C:ief of the East Asia Bureau, Foreign MMinistry YAWAMOTO
chief of the Europe and Asia Foreign Min ster SAKAMCTO

- Chief of the Treaty Lureau Foreign Ministry IATSULCIC
Chief of the Army A ifairs pBureau, Arsy Ministery MITOA
Chief of the Naval Affairs Bureau, Navy linistry CHa
ch&f Secretary HOHIAL
gecretery LMORCHASEHT
Secretary TAKATSUJO

( Veeting opened at 7:5H a.,.m.)

Chairman SUZUKI d eclared that the meeiing come to crder.
obliged todal with this bill,

Comm, member ISHIT aske in regard fo the time ofdeclaration
of war.

TODC answers that it shall be done =8 soconas the Imperisl
sanction is obtained on tiis sub ject.

KUBOTA questions regarding the mlationshidp betwsen negotia-
tions with America end t reatiment of tuois subject. To t.is premeier
TCJC answer s that at t hier meeting in the Emperoris presence on
Dec;lst, war against Americg, Englamd and Holland was decided
on. Therefore those negotiatio s were cuntinued only for the
sake of sirategy,.

SHINMIZU asks whebher or not war is to be declared against
Holland; also he asks what will be the attigude of siawm. T0JC
replies that Japan will not declare wr g ainst Hollnd in view
of fulure strategic convenience. A4s for siam the Japanese Govern-
ment is in the course of e gotiations with her for carcluding
an glliance apact.

UINAMI asks what atitude Germany will assume in rela tions
tc the Triparti te Alliance, following the disposition of this
subject. To this TOJO and SAKANMOTG, Chief of the Europe and
Asia Bureau, reply that, as far as the German Government is
ccneérned, as scon as Jaan declares wargal .st Anerucs and
England, Germany and Italy will also assue the same attitude
as Japan, and they ®ill not mede a secarate peace. Infact they
are preparing the draft of an gr eement therefore.

NARA asks that will be the attitude of Soviet Russiea.
T0JO replies that Eletionship between Japan and Soviet Russia
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at present stand on thelmsis of the Neutrality pact, but as

to the eatment of the s ame he expects speical care to L e hken.,

As to the general situation, Soviet Russia is nov fighting against
Germsny, soshe will not avail hereslef of the Japanese southward
advance., Also she will not meke any ready move flollowing A merica's
potting whichk is maturally expgected. Further, if soviet Fussia
grants America use of her territory in the Last, that means

Hussia makes Ja.en her enery; therefore she ca not easily make

such a decision., In the future Japan shall never fail tc keep

an increasingly close wathe over hussian Activities.

SUGAHARA asks about the badget distribution of expendes
incurred in connection with this proposition., Finance Minister
KAYA explains that it will be drwwan upon a speeial account of
Emergency War Expense just as in the case of the China Incident.

Corm,. nmemb.r FUKAI debated on the fact that, under the present
xurrency system disposition of required funds will be easily
made for the time ring, but in regerd to materials regquired
thoughtful planning is necessary; so he inguires the Government
opinion regerding it. TOJO replies that, in canclusion baesed
on views from all angles it is not necess.ry to have mich anxiety
so far as material supplies are concerned and as for financing
and money circulation they shall be treted with most careful
attention to their bearing on materisl

Comm, member BUTAGAMT says that according to the draft for
en Tmperial édict which is accompanying thia projeet for reference,
in seems as though action.of war is started from ow side and so,
he asks, if it doe snot give America andexcuse for her declaring
war, To this premier TCJO answers that action of war may have
been started from cur side, the cause of thewr isreally nothing
but the f act that America gave various economic pressures to
Japan. FUTAGAMT further asks if accuracy is lacking in using
the words, "Americav and wEnglandv in he draft for the Imperial
edict. Foreign kMinister TUGO and Chief of the Treaty Bureaus
MATSUMCTO ansser that there are precedents that they used such
words as, "Chin,® ®Russia," and egermany® in edicts of declaration
of war. In the apnou cement dexunents to enemy countries the
government will use regular namex of the countreis involved, and
there is no far of arising misunderstandings

Comm, member TAHEGOSHI expresseshope thatthere will be
no lack of attention regarding food plens. Comm, remer IZAWA
exorsses hope that they will do their best to try tolring about
an €fective unification of the national mind,

Comm, memeber IK:EDA and Comm. member KUBCTA say thatit
will not be good to leave any doubtful point in theImperial
edict end so it will be better to a void using the word, "America,"
To this fForeign linister TOGO replies that it is kncwn all over
the world and it is clear that Auerics means the United States
of North Ameriea,
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Chairman SUZUKI considers faat guestioning has been finished
by the abc e discussion andhe asks the Gavernment Winist.rs and
Explaining lembers to leave,

¢uinisters and Explaining lembers leave. )

The as the Bsult of conference among the committee menbers
it was unemimously decided to approve this propositions it is.

Thereupon Chairman SUZUKI declared the adjourment of the
meeting.

(Meeting aljounned at 9355 .. )

General Cutline of the privy Council
Attending to Business atthe Time of
Deelaration of Wer against America
and England

The intsrnationalsxxix situation surroundi ng the China Incidedt
nad become tense and diplomatic negotdations which Englend and
mmmmmmxnmmxxxmmxmuxxmmx
pmerica had been driven close o the breaking point, Tue
Cabinet enticipated that it . ight happen that war would be
declared at the mme time with the opening of hostilities,
Cone.rning procedures tobe ®ken at such & time LORIYAMA, Chief
of legislative Burewu privately .ad confered wilh HORIHE, Chief
Secretary of privy Council, On D, 7 (Sunday) at LDellie
LORLUANA phoned to HORIE saying thabt he wanted to have atalk
with FORIE concerning an urgent treatment of aiffaire toface
the tense situation at hand, and asked him to come andhave a
reeting-in the cfficial residence of premier at 7330 p.m. HORIE
at onee notified Secretary MKCGHASHI by phone and MORCHASHI
potified Secreiary TAKATSUJI accordingly. Further, procurator
HOTTA and Commissioner NUDA were notified agtx of the meeting by a-
messen ger. S0 b 7:30 D.ns everyone came o neetin the Premier's
official residence. At 8 pem. in the office foem of Chief of
the Iegislative 'Bureau they were infarmed of ®tails of the
matter by MORIYAMA, Cuief of the Legislative Bureau, Cwing to
the disruption of Ja.an-gmerica conference a critial situation
was brought about and Japenese Army end Navy were t oltegin
action early in tiemorning, nect day, and the government would
present, during the next dey, Gclaration of war gain st - A rerican
and Fnglemd Hor Imperial sanction, Therefofe they had procurator
“HOTTA, ete, go on to prepere a bill peratinng to this matter
and at the same timeChief Secreairy HORIE informed HAFA, Frexident
of privy Council, -nd SUZUKI, Vice-Fresident of privy Council, by
_hone of the above fact, receivan, instruetions fromt.em, he
made arangements for holding a meeting of the mivy Council,
and ‘then they went home ab 1l Dt After tuat the two Secretaries
MOBHESHI end TAKATSUTI moved to the of ficial residence o the
Gabinet Chief Secretery end in a r om there ey set on preparing
an inguiry and report draft on the matter of declaration of war
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against Aierica and Englan. They fini hed writting aiter 12 p.m.
and hal a nap.

It was a fairly cold day and was no clear either.,

A little affer a.m, Dec. & (londay) Cabinet Secretary
INADA informed the two 'secretaries of thefict thstit hed been
decided to ask for Tmperial sanction for declaration of war agsinst
America andEngland. The two Secretaries at onee passec tais
informstin on to the Cnief Secretery, TFuriuer they £nt iele-
phone messyge to the presidenit, Vicespresident end each Councillaor
asking them to come andmeet! in the Fast Thied Hall of t.e Imperisal
palace to consider an urgeut matiter at 7:30 aan, By the appointed
time all the members of privy Council (except counei lor EANEKO)
and the Chief Secretery and obthers of privy Couneil got together
there, when Navy Minister SHIMADA re.orted on thecutbreak of
war sgaist America and England af Hawaii and delay. ‘hile he was
rep r ting they r eceived a dmaft of the Imperial ratification
pertaining to the declaration of wer agei.st America and England,
presideat HARA anrounced the General Committee leeting. 4t once
the meeting opened, Since tue bill was an extremely urgent one
it was discussed in a hurry, the (ommittee Neeting adjourning
at 9:55 a«n, For lowingt is at 10% 50 with the Zmperor's presence
once the resclution wes presented to tue BEmperor. The time was
exactly 11 a.m., The sun was shining brilliantly and the weather
was very clear,
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I.-P: 5. No.o 1078

Statement of Source snd suthenticity

T, Ve Taekétsuji hereby certify that I amoificially connécted wit h the
Japanese Government in the Xmx following capacity® Secretary of privy
Council and that as such official I have eustody of the docusent hereto
attached consisting of 1k pages, ®&ted 8 Dec. 1941, and described as
fcllows ; FHecords of the meeting of the Investigation Coumittee, priwy
Dated 8 pecember 1941.

I further cortify thet the attached record and document is an official
document of the Japanese Governuwent, anc that it is part of the
o:ficial wrcives and files of the following named ministry or deparitment
(specifying also the file number or citation, if eny, or any other ofrleial
disignation of the regular location of the document in the arcaives or
Signed at Tokye on this
17thdmy of Sept., 1946, As/ i, Takatsuji

Signature of Official
Witness: 8/ L. Sum ki SEAL

Official Capacity

Statement of Cificial procurement

I Edward p., Monaghan, hereby certify thet I am a scciated with the
Ceneral Leadquarters of the Supreme Coimander for the 4llied powers.
and that the above certification was obtaind by me from tiueebove singed
official of the Ja anse Government in tue conduct of my official business,
signed at Tokyc on this
17 th day of Sept,. 1946

Witness: /s/ Eric V. Fleisher 2¢ *., _/s/ Edwerd P, Nonagnan
NAME

Investigator, IS
¢ificial Capmcity



