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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
CREY
July 13, 1944

MIEMORANDUM FOR
SIECRNTARY HULL

To reply to.

F. D. R.

State Dept. diepatch Naples, July 10
for the Presildent from Myron Taylor

T - —

By Deputy Avce 1 the U.8.

By W. J. Stewart Date
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WASHINGTON

July 18, 1944.

The latest I have in regard
to the King of the Belglans 1is
this: ™

"Thie source, whieh 1s
dependable, 1s an intimate con-
fidant of the Crown Princess,
who exerte an astonlishing in-
fluence in higher quarters here
(meaning aneg, and 1s an
exceedingly clever person =-
more so in fact than the Crown
Prince. She 1s now in Swltzerland
and, for the moment, unable to
return to Italy. I am told that
her influence in the change of
the Mussolini regime and beglinning
to war against the Germans was
conslderable. Her brother, as
you know, the King of Belglum,

{e in captivity in Germany. The
Belgian Ambassador here says
they know nothing of hls where-

abouts".

(Quoted from Myron Taylor's
letter of June 28, 1944)
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HI8 HOLINESS THE POPE

July 14, 1944

My dear Mr, President

In our last talk you enquired about the Crown Prince,
now Lieutenant General, of Italy and hie family,

On Friday last I received an invitation for tea at the
house of a friend, The Crown Prince was the only other
est, After a oup of tea we were left alone for an hour,
e plan may have sprung from a conversation I had with
the Pope a few daye before. I had known the Crown Princess
and hies aunt, the Queen of Montenegro, both of whom had
viglted our Villa in Florence in past years,

The conversation was quite general but led to a plan
for a further talk when Anabel and I are inetalled in the
"Kemp" villa, which ig suited to private meetings. The
Crown Princees, her son and two daughters sre in Switzerland,
near Bearue, His eleter, the Queen of Bulgaria (Giovanni),
widow of King Boris are still in Bulgaria. He hae hed no
news of them for many months, Hie eister, Countess
Colvi di Bergolo, and two children are in confinement in
Gurnln;r- or in prieon in Verona, he doea not know where they
are, incess Marie of Bourbon-Pariiie is either in France
or Germany = he does not know where, The C.P, has greatly
improved during the past trying years and responds to hie
increased responsibilities, ie modest, has an orderly
comprehension of the poeition of his country. I am sure
you would enjoy & vielt with him, He dresees ae an ordinary
celvilian with no display of military character, The King
is at one of hie estates near Naples,

The C,P, feels that work will be the salvation of his
pecple, many of whom would like to volunteer for military
service with the Allies, Recrulting is permitted only in
a small way, Many Italiane feel humiliated that they are
not permitted to fight for their own liberation - especially
ae "black Africane" are at the front with Indiane, Americans,
Japaneese, Goums, and others, General Clark told me they had
not much stamina as fighters,

I :gnnt one day last week with General Clark at
Heasdquartere - visiting three hospitals of which.the one
that affected me most, quite a large one, where men who

have
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have collapsed under fire are cared for, The treatment

is to put them under complete narcoseis for 2 to 3 days ,
After a week 80% are oured and return to the front, They
never know what pened to them and there 1g seldom a
recurrence, Near Portofino, now a large evacuation hospital
about 1000 bede, 40 surgeone, and internee all of whom
operate in emergencies, This unit has handled 50,000

cages eince 1t came overseas, has been bombed and strafed -
only one caee has lost both eyes, I vislted the Port,
taken from the enemy 8 dayes before, B0 skilled are our
Army Engineers, that on the 8th day, they had improviged
ehipping and unloading facilities that 7000 tons of
munitione and supplies were taken mshore and delivered to
the dumps preparatory to the attack on Leghorn (which as I
write 1g in 5th Army hande today), The steel works at
Fiombino was completely blasted by our bombers and artillery
though the Village at one side was hardly damaged, I have
geen many skillful engineering operations in the past but
Plombina compared with the best - especlally ag no blue
printe of such an operation is poeslble in advance and all
is improvieed cn the spot, Forward planning however makes
avallable the heavy equipment at the right moment without
which nothing substantial could be done,

I have met Prince Doria on several occasions (He 1e
now Mayor of Rome), He never knuckled down to Hitler or
Muesolini, wae arrested and imprieoned more than three years
ago, He asked no quarter, He resembles Dante, is very
ellent end 1like martyrs does not need to eay very much

anyway,

I have Jjuet left Hig Holiness the Pope after a fourth
audlence, one each week since arriving here, We discussed
agaeln the four major questions:

1, Communism,
II. Religious freedom in Russia,
111, Surrender of the German Army. Consequent
dlearmament, 1.e., as recounted in my
revious letter,
Iv, fnternatinnnl orgenization,

I believe these continued discussione are helpful to
the Pope. His interest seems unabated, I have not let
him graep our whole program for Germany or world organization
but have led him along our avenues of considering these
matters,

I palled
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I palled upon the Cardinal Secretary of State Maglione -
whe ie leaving today for hie villa at Naples, He was too
111 to discuss anything serious = I again suggested that he
gonpult American deootors at Naples where Rooeevelt Hospltal
of New York have a elzsble unit, For the first time he
indicated an interest, I gave him a letter to the Surgeon
General,

The Bpanieh Ambapsador has just told me that he has a
gpeclal message from his Government indicating how greatly
pleased they were with my former vielt and suggesting that
& renewed vislt ocould be most welcome at this time., I have
had two communications from Ambassador Hayoe euggesting that
he and Mrs, Hoyes would be pleassd if I ceme to Madrid en
route to or from Rome, Other simllar suggestione caused me to
telegraph this information to you lest week,

With kind regards, belleve me
Bingersly,
Myron Taylor

K, B, PFleage excuse poor ink, pen Iﬁ% penmanship,



DEPARTHMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
August Mo, Lvasg

MIMORAYDIM JOR THE PRESIDENT

A reply to Mr. Taylor's letter of July 14 has been drafted in
scoordance with your memorandu= of August 15, 1944, and is sttached
hersto for your signature, if you approve, along with Mr. Tayler's
letter and a copy therecf,

Enslonures

1. To ¥r, !‘n;hr.
2. From Mr. Tayler,
with extra copy.

s



Dear Myron,

Thank you for your interesting letter of July 19
glving me a comprehensive report of your various active
ities and conversations in Rome and in Vatioan City. It
is good to lmow that you are on the Jobe I shall look for-
ward to your further reports,

S8incerely yours,

The Homorable
Myron C. Taylor,
Fersonal Representative of the
Fresident at the Vatioan,
Vatioan City.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

mt J.l, 1044,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE BECHETARY OF STATE:

FOR PREPAFATION OF HEFLY FOR MY
SIGNATURE,

F.D.R.
LB # LT TR - #
k L ': ‘ (] * .
P £, in re the Crosn Prein
it Lieutennnt Cenor of TETv &F y



f-‘f SARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF

" OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE \Y/ TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
LL=-455 Rome
This telegram must be
closely peraphresed bE= Dated July 24, 1944
fore belng communicated :
to anyone . (eeaw—" Rec'd 3:01 p.m,25th,

Secretary of State,

Washington.

,59, July 24, Midnight.

PERSONAL AFD g@Nssnmwew.], FOR THE FRESIDENT AND
SECRETARY FROM MYRON TAYLOR.

No. 246,

At your request, and after much effort, we over-
came, as you know, meny obatecles in setting up American
Rellef for Italy. I am now advised by Judge Narchiﬂio;
president of the orgenization, of the following facts:

One. That up te July 7th his organization had

collected between six and seven million pounds of good,

usable, clean, new clothing and that the War Department
has ruled that no shipping space 1s avallable until 60
and probably 90 doys.
Twoe That Judge larchisio, President of American
Relief for Italy, be not permitted to visit Italy.
Three. That all the material for Americen Rellef
for Italy must be conai-med to the Army end deposited
in a combined

DECLASSIFIED

| By J. Schauble Date, FEB 22 972
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N.l 988

The Secretariat of State of His Hollneas respectfully
requests His Excellency Mr. Myron Taylor to be so kind as to
communicate to His Excellency Mr. Franklin Delsno Roosevelt,
Presldent of the United States of America, the enclosed Message
from His Holiness Fope Pius XII.

The 3ecretariat of State avalls 1tself of this opportunity
to expreas to Mr. Taylor aentimentas of its higheat consideration.

THE VATICAN, August 7, 1shl.

o

To Hia Excellency
MR. MYRON C. TAYLOR
Personal Representative of the President
of the United States of America
to the Holy See



We are deeply appreciative of your cordial comforting
message, We pray that soon in God's providence peace with
Justice will come to our heart-broken world, that christian
eivilization will be preserved as the basls and incentive
of world-order, and that love of God and neighbor will be
the governing prineciples both of nations and of men. Ve
are asking Mr. Taylor who 1s always most conslderate to tell
¥ou of somé of Our concerns and problems, With heartfelt
prayer e beg God's blessingson Your Excellency and the people

of the United States,

PIUS PP, XII



PERS(HAL M D CONFIDE TIAL FOR THE PHESIDENT

Trom Myroe"C. Teylor, Home |
— ,
.r.lf-?-._n-—-.-a.. Ty Hn |

His Exca lanoy
Franklin Delesno Roosevelt,

Proaldent of the United States of America

Washington.
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THE FERSONAL REPRESENTATIVL OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

‘\h : # TO HIE HOLINESS THE POPE Rame, Aumust 7, 194L.

My dear Mr. President:

I am sending you herewlth copy of a statemsnt
which T received this moming from Prof, Dr, Lobo
d'Avila Lima, Portuguese Ambassador at Rome, The
document speaks for i1tself, Obviously it is sent
to me because of the facts stated by Signor Dino
Grandi in the first few paragraphs of this memo-
randum,

In due course, perhaps, in acknowledging
receipt, you will mske sny observations which
you consider desirable,

With kindest regards, belleve me

Sincerely yours,

L lr

——

Enclosure:

Statement dated
July 15, 1944.

His Excellsncy
Franklin palano Roosevelt
President of the United States

wWashington,



Lisbon, July 15,1944

Dear ambassador,

In November 1931, my wife and I had the privilega
and the pleasure of being your guests ia your lovely
home in Wew York, during the unforgettable wisit I pald
a8 Italian Minister for Forelgn Affeirs, to the Presldeat
of the United States, and to the Seorstary of State in
Weshington.

I have slways cherished the recollection of now kind
Mrs. Taylor and yourself were to us on that occasion and
of the good friendship that you both showsd to us. The
invaluable encouragement that I recelved from you person-
ally helped me greatly 1n making that visit a suocesa, I
returnsd to Italy not only with the hope, but elso with
the conviction that, alded as I had been by the frank sup-
port and by the general sympathy I hoad met with in the
United States, I ocould have easily overcome all political
difficulties at home, mssuring oo firm and 8plid bases
that close undurltnniing and far-reaching coopsration be-
tweon Italy and the United Stutes which had been the cor-
nerstone of my foreign policy from the day I had been ap-
polnted Italian Forsign Ministar.

I sincerely hope that the fateful events of thesa
last years have not made you completaly forget the rela-
tions of personnl esteem and friendship that our happy
meating in New York had then esatablished betwean us. This
hope sncourages me to write to you to-day. I feel that
I muat let you know a few things about events in Italy
both before and after July 2Gth, end the pert I played in
th:m, a8 lpomcocurate reports have besn circulating on the
sub ject.

As you will perhaps know, on Janusry 10th, I have
been condemned to death by Mussolini's expressed will
together with the eighteen members of the Italian Grand
ocpuncil who in the nlght of July 24th, 1943, brought about
Mussalinl's fall, and therefore laid the necessary pre-
mise for the armistice with the Alliesa. Five have slresdy
beon executed. The sentence hed been pronounced by an
extra-ordinary court, created by the purpose, aoting with-
out :ni Judleial guarantees and in open wiolation of the
law. t has simply been a sinlster and premeditated mur-
der, and with it Mussolini has wanted to satisfy his par-
sonal vengeance against those who, mcting within the
frame of our Constitution, were instrumental in freelng
Italy from Fasciast diotatorship and the German Allianca.

I take the whole responsibility for what happened on
the night of July 24-25th. I personally took the iniltia-
tive of the sctlon for Mussollnl's overthrow, and obtalned
from the members of the Grend Councll, through an esleven-
hour dramatic debate mgainst Mussolini and his supporters,
to approve & motlon which I hed prepared long time bafore
and whioh meant a full condemnution of Mussolini's home
and forelgn polioy.

The



The eventa of July B5th, that brought about the
fall of Mussolini and Fascism were no improvisation, nor
were they lnfluenced by any populsr movemsnt or inter-
vention of theanti-Tasclst parties which were to appear
on the politicel scene only after July 25th. Our mection,
long meditated and prepsred, was the conseguence of an
attitude malntained for twenty years in front of Mussolini
and his supporters.

A8 you perhaps remember, I wns dismissed in July 1932,
a8 Minlater for Forelgn Affalrs;, immediately after a speech
I made at Qeneva, when, unhesitatingly and alone among
all forelgn z:zrlllnbnhivan at the Disarmament Conference,
I accepted fully and inoconditionally for Italy, and on my
pearscnal responsibility, the plan proposed by éhl Prasi-
dent of the Unlted States for disarmament and general
peace. I thought in faot that that was the lest chenoce
offered by the United States to the Hations of the world
to joln willlpngly thelr forces, and pat into operatlons
those high prineciples of ianterantionnl pesce and codpera-
tion whioh would have apared to the world the danger of
a war. A fow months before (January 1932), I hed/ln op-Succeeded
posing & meating between the Italian Prime Minister and
Herr Hitler, head of the new and alreandy strong Nazi move-
ment in Germany.

The awift rise of the Nazl movement in Germany made
Muasolinl think that the time was ripe for gettulng rid of
me, and with me of the polley he hed tolerated but never
shared. 5S¢ oy dismissal came at the very moment when I
was resoching with M.Herriot (head of the newly-formed ra-
dico-spoialist Government in France) the full understanding
for which I hud worked so hard and which wans to remove onoe
and for all the age-old difficulties bebtween France and
Italy. Mussollinl disavowed the action teken by me at
Geneva and sent me as Ambassador to London, resuning him-
self the full econtrol of the Italian forelgn poliecy. The
Italian ocooperation with the other fellow-members of the
Leagus of Watlions was practloally lnterrupted at that
time, the snti-Oeneva attitude ressserted itsslf once
more, and the Italian polioy followed more and more the
German pattern.

During my seven years in London as Italian Ambas-
sador, whensver officlal dutles compelled me to act ac-
cording to distasteful instructions, I always did my best
follow them in suoch a way as not to endanger the polioy of
close ocollsboration and friendship with Grest Britaln
and full indipendence of Cermany. Very often, however,

I had to run counter those instructions. Durlng the
ableaynlian war I made every effort in order to avold e
final split betweon Great Hritain and Italy, and after-
wards to reamch (April 1932 thst Gentlemen's Agrecment
which secured the withdrawel of Italian volunteers from
Bpain, and should have meant a new start in the Ttalian
foreipn ;;11uy+ It gratifies me to remember that the
Britiash ime Minister gave me credit in the Houme of
Commons for all the work done in order to reanch the ngroo-
ment, and to essure the restauratlon of the 2l4 frieandly

relantions
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rolations batwean Great Britaln and Italy.

But suddenly, in May 1939, Mussolinl ocoacluded a
militery mllinnce with Germany, and a T'ew days arterwaras,
rollowing bltter otinoks against my motivilies a8 Ambec-
salor to London and upon Cernen request, I wes recalled und
appolnted, without my previous knowledge, Minister for Jus-
tice and President of the Chamber of Deputles, both offices
h.ifs considered s having no influence on the Government
polioy.

In the avent, thess offlices proved to be of no llttle
ipportence, as they gave me the opportunity of renewing
onoe agaln from the Juridicel snd the leg sapects my
efforts in the defense of the Constitutlon, which Fasclst
diotatorship had iln the mesntime viclated but not yet al-
together obliterated. Durlng my teaurs of office (Lusso-
lini got rid of me mgaln in February 1943), I avalled my-
salfl times, much to the irritation of the fusclet
npavolutionaries® and Mussolinl himself, of the privilege
of the Justlos Minister to refuse to velldaie with the Seal
of the State laws and decreos deemed inconsistent with the
Constitution. The defence of the latter was in fact an
essantisl premise for slowly prepuring the ground for the
rastauration of our parlismeatary system, and for the over-
throw of the 11l-feted dictatorship which hed taken our
country's political 1ife in its iron grip and amsds priso-
nors of the whole Italian people. From that moment (June
1939), I slowly resumed the direction of the political
group whioh Mussolinl end his gang had tried bo dispersa,
during the p evious ysars.

When in August 1939, Germeny invoded Folend, my polit-
iosl friends and I did all in our power to pravent Italy's
entry lnto the war on Cermany's side, as waB Vussolini's
{intention, At the cablinet meeting whloh spproved Italy's
non-belligersncy (September lat, 1o36), I demanded s pub-
1ig denuncistion of our military alliance with Cermeny and
a declarstion of full neutrality. Mussolini refused and
asked me not to interfere any longer with the Itellen for-
elgn poliey. Wevertheless, durlng the nine months of our
non-belligereney, I did all I could to kee Italy out of
the war. The Brftiuh statosmen with whom I was touch
encouraged me in my efforts; but in June 1940, Mussclinl
declared war without even informing the cabinet, whose mem-
pers, with the only exception of the Forelign Kinister Clemo,
learned it from the radic. He lotendsd im that way to
adeinister a final blow to our conatitutional mechinery.

moans of the war Mussolini pleaned to get rid of Moner-
and Constitution, installi in ite plecs & permanent
"is jure" dibtutﬂrlhi on the lines of German Wazism, as he
is dolng in North Itely, now that he 1s free at laat of
his internal opposition.

tle were oonvinoced that wer meant ruln for our country
both in the mational and international fields, Mot hoving
been successful in preventing it, we belleved that no m-ons
should be ignored in order to shorten it, ond thus fron
Italy from the Cerman alllance, taking uirtut;sp of any Ta=
vorable opportunity. In the days preceding the 25th of
July, thers were no signs of any popular oF political

rising
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Meing in Itely, it was a misfortune that the decisive
action could tske plmce only much Ltoo late for our coun=
try to benefit from it without passing through to-day's
tremendous experisnce., We had twice arranged the actlion
which finally took place in July 1943; 4in May 1941, im-
gediataly following the criminal Greek campalgn, and
sgain in autumn 1942, et the time of the Allied landing
in Yorth Africa. The obstacles we hed to overcome com-
pelled us to desist both times., We were Mussolini's
Erizggarn just as the anti-Fasclsts he confined on the
8 8.

fihat we had tried at first was to foster an aotlve
movement in Parliament in order to bring about = consti-
tutional orisls which would put the King in the necessit
of taking sotion. But we came to the realization that 1
was impossible to act through such large bodles as the
Chamber and the Senate, The Grand Councll was the only
possible body, created as i1t had been by a law introduced
by Mussolini with the aim of limiting the influence of Far-
1inmant. But the law requirea that the meeting should be
called by the Hemd of the Government who, consclous 28 he was
of our opposition (Mussolini's and Hitler's speeches after
September 8th, 1943, bear the full evidence of this fact)
had mlways refused to let it meet since December Bth, 1939,
when the Grand Council asked and endorsed, in its last sitting,
a poliey of full abstention from wer at the side of Cermany,
When he finally called s meeting for July 24th, he did so
only to shellenge us, and free himself once and for all of
those who were an obstinAte obstacle to his policy.

Many stories have circulated about that meeting in
the night of July 24th, but they are full of inexactitude
and fantasy. I led the attack, and finally succeeded in
bringing the Grand Council to approve a motlon (See Annex T)
which meant the end of dictatorship, snd asked the King to
avail himself of all powers conferred upon him by the
Constitution. My friends and I risked our lives (at the
beglnning of the meeting our chances of success were scant
indeed) in this last attempt.

On the same morning of July 25th, immediatsely after the
meeting, and before knowlng what the decision of the Hing
would be, I stressed the urgency of msking an armistice to
the Allies, offering myself to go to Madrid or Lisbon in
order to approach the British and American authorities. I
wes convinced that not a single minute should be lost
so that Germeny could have no time to take strong military
messures, After two weeks I was allowed on my personal
responsibility, to approach the British and smerican Ambas-
sadors in Madrid. The difficulties in obtalning the "visa"
from the Spanish Government, and the necessity of eluding
the German survelllance (the Germans were after me since
July 25th) account for further delay, so that whea I arrived
in Spain end Portugal (August 18th), officlal contacts be-
tween Allled and Ttalian military suthorities had elready
been established. Thers was nothing I could do but to re-
main here, resdy to do what might be required from me in
the service of my country, and of the common cause, &t
long last uniting Italy to the Allies agalnst Germany.

In
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In my conscience I feel I have done all in my

powsr to be of some service Lo my country, to save it from
aparchy, snd the total disaster connected with a military
oollapss, end to resume, some day in the rfuturs and with-
in the reality of a military defeat, the positlion of a
respeotable member of the community of countries whish
will arise from this war. Someone sald that I struck out
too late, and someelss else that I struck too soon. The
faoct is that I struck when I could, How great the Aiffi-
oulties were that I had to dispoas of has been proved

by the course evants have subseguently tsken. But eveats
have also shown that opposition to Fasolat diotatorship

from without was powerless. I chose to work from within,
keaping slive there an opposition whioh proved to be at
last sucocessful, My pnl{ay involved difficulties, risks,
setbaocks, even miatakes and temporary compromises. But I
8tll]l believe that that was the only way to & finnl success,

It wea oclear that, even had we not acted on July E25th,
Mussolini's regime quiﬂ have beean destroyed by the armed
foroes of the United Watlons, Bveryons realizes that. But
the problem was to shorten & war which the Italian people
had not wanted, to weaken Germany's military strength by
withdrawing its ally, to bring the Italisns themselves to
regain their copnstitutional libertles, and as the Alllies
h:gﬂlliuYI asked us to do, to oust Mussollinl, breaking the
chains holding us, 8o bhni the cooperation of the great
majority of the Ttaliesn people might be willingly and con=-
fidently sasured to the cause of Demooracy.

Somabody hus sald efterwardsa that 1n dolng what we
414 on July 25th, we intended to get rid of Mussolini's
diotatorship, but to save the Fasolst regime. This is
utterly untrue, For too many years Fasclam had identi-
fied itself with Mussolini's dlctatorahip, and both had to
be deatroyed in order to save Monarchy nn& Constitution
which we bellieved and still believe btoday are the supreme
guarantess for our astional unity, for establishing & trus
demperacy in Italy, eand preserving our country from the
danger of golng back eltsr to anarchy or to dlotatorship
again.

I feel sure you will forgive for golng into the
story of Italisn events and the part I Klarud in them,
I truly think it 4ifficult to understand Italisn events
if soms light is pot thrown on what appears to be only
a personal case, but is rather the case of the many
Italians whose {ﬂill I tried to interpret and represent.
Mussclin! wants today, through terror, murders, and
falsshood, to create his historical niibl and vainly to
strengthen in Horthern Italy s positlon which is ob-
viously doomed. Falsifying facts and documents, he
tries to prove that the military defeat that the Fasolst
dioctatoship has mat is nothing but the result of military
lots which supposedly have found a complacent lnstrumsnt

the Grand Council. WNothing could be more false. My

hope is that some day the entire truth will be told, if in

the meantime the Gestapo agents will pot have sucoeeded in sup-
pressing one of the few witnesses of events as they did really

happen.
You



E: You followed my work in the interastlonal field and
know the Aiffioultiss I had to overcome st home to assure
the loyal and aotive contribution of Italy to a poliagy of
resce and internntionel cooperstion. I ilndecd am greatly
indebted to American Statesmen, and to thelr invaluable nosis -
tange and personal encoursgement if for many years my for-
eign policy prevelled in Itely. The principles in which I
alweys bolieved were stressed by me to the American publlie
opinion in speeshes I made in Weshington, NHew York and Fhll-

adelphia in Wovember 1931. In these prinaiplcu I Euh my
faith to-day more firmly than ever. Iy dolng what 1 have
done in trylag to save Italy from the %nbll disaster whaers
Mussollini wes driving it, I wes not thinking of bullding
gg a new politicel platform whatscever. Af I said to the
nf. I meant only to mccomplish the last duty of my mobive
political 1ife, and to serve those which had been ay ideals
through all my life.

T thought I had to let you know all this. I would
like to say many more things, many more indesd, which are
imposslble to express in & few pages. Thers are people
to-day who have obvlous interest, as you will find out
yoursalf, in distorting the truth, Personal experlience
has teught me how difficult it 1s to ra-eastablish the truth
about pest events, when war is still raging. This 18 why
I am confident that in writing to you I shall find that
understandiug which 1s otherwise not so easy to find whon
war is stirring sc many husan passions and when so mony
political interests are involved.

I send you, desr Ambassador, sll my heartfelt wishes
for the succeas of your mission. The cause of the Allles
im the ocause of Italy, and my hone is to see my unhappy
country emerge from her present ruins aligned again at the
aide of the Allies, fighting sgainst Cermany which is our
traditional snesmy and reccnguering her loat libertion.

Yery sincersly yours,

|8igned | Dino CGrandl



"The Grand Council, having teken in considem-
tion the internal and internetionsl sltuation and
the politicel and military leadership of the war,
emphesises the duty for all Italians to stand
together in this present grave and fateful hour
for the future of the fatherlend:; decldes that
all functioning of the constitutional bodies be
immediately re-snscted and the Crown, the Govern-
ment, and rarilament resume the task and responsl-
billty conferred upon them by our Copstlitution .nd
by our laws; invites the Head of the Govarpmant
to ask the King, to whom the whole nation turns
in faith and esonfidence, to essume the effective
command of the srmed forces; and to tuke conse-
quently, in compliance with article 5 of the Con-
stitution, all supreme initlative of declslon
that our iuatinutiuna eonfer upon him and whioh has
olsays been, in our naticnsl history, the heritage
of our Hoyal House of Savay."

o Japuary 10th
S
rregident o

"e+ssCondenned to death for the orime of

high treuson, for nnvizflfiran hulf to the
ary rasis

eneay, endangered the tanoe of
the country and of the Italian Army, giving
causs to tEu illusion of & separate peace with

the enemy.



DEPARTHMENT OF STATE
WASHINOTOM

ARugust H6, lygs

A reply to Mr. Taylor's letter of August 7 has been drafted in
scoordance with your memcrandum of August 19, 1944, snd is attached
herete for your sigmature, if you spprove, aleng with Mr. Taylor's
letter and the enclosure thereto,

Enolosures;

1. To Mr, Taylor. 2
2. From Mr. Teyler,
with enclosure.



Dear Myroni

I have your letter of August 7, 1544, enclosing & ocopy
of a letter dated July 15, 1944 fram Count Grandi to you.
Our Legation at Lisbon has received various of Grandi's re-

concerning events leading up to the overthrow of Musso-
1ini last year. Colenel Stimson has also received a letter
written in & similer vein frem Count Grandi. It is interest-
ing to have the story from ome of the prinoipal partiolpants
of the last meeting of the Fascist Grand Coumeil,

Regarding his perscnal positiom, there is, of course,
nothing we can do. His relations with his goverrment would
appear to be pursly an internmal Italian affair. He 1s pre-
sumably safe enough in Portugal if he is willing to remain
there.

S8incerely yours,

The Honorable
Myrom C. Taylor,
Perscnal Representative of the
President at the Vatican,
Vatican City.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 18, 1844,

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF S8TATE:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY BIGHATURE.

F.D.R.

Letter to the President, 8-7-L{ from Hom.
¥yron Tavlor, enclosing cooy of a statement
which he recd. from Prof. Dr. Lobo d'avila Lima,
Portuguesa Ambasandor at Fome, dated July 15,
and aent to the imbussador by Bignor Dine Grandi,
who glvea an mRocount of what actually hanpened
durinz the ovar-throw of Muasoliul.

4]



THE FERSONAL REFPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TG HIS HOLINESS THE POPE Rome, Ausust 14, 1944.

PERSONAL ATD Gl

Dear Mp. President :

Admiral Stendley snd Husgh Wileon called on us last week and
we di scussed s number of matters, and arranged en sudience for
them with the Hyly Father which took place on Saturday., Prior
to the eudience we talked with them again and indicated the pos-
gible field which the Pope would propose for a discussion in ader
that they might be prepared.

The attached memorandum was written after their sudience and
you will be pleased to observe, I am sure, that the subjects which
we anticipated were brousht up by the Pope end that they supported
us in the several matters which we have taken up as indicated in
our special correspondence.

We almilarly arrenged an sudiemce for Under Secretary Patterson,
General Somervell and General Larkin, with nine members of their
staff. We again anticipated the trend of the discussion which might
be undertaken in the private sudience which took place betwesn the
Holy Father and Upder Secretary Patterson, General Somervell and
General Larkin. The principal topic which the Pope brought up in
this audi ence was his gratitude for the saving of Rome without more
serious damage, and the feedinz of the population of both Sicily
and Italy since the invasion, particularly the relief accorded to
the city of Rome itself in that respect. He them talked briefly of
the Geman people and his concern about thelr ultimate welfare but
did not engage in any political discussion, and expressed his grati-
tude at seelns so mmy officers and men with the amed forces.

We suggested to the Upder Secretary that he prepare a brief memorandum
on this audience which - when recelved - will be forwarded to you.

Mr, umd Mrs., Tittmenn and their two boys, Mrs. Taylor and myself
will spend the day at General (lark's hesdquarters tomorrow. This will
be mother interesting experience and one which - at a later date and in

a more
His Excellency
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
President of the United States of America
Washington,

DRCT A crerree
RCL FIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 11172

By J. Schaubie py, FEB 22 1972



a more advanced haad

quarters I hope mmetime to have the Plensure
of joining wou,

With kindest regards in which we all Join, believe me

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure; M’—/é—" )

Meamorandum of sudience
Auzust 11, l?ﬁ#.



COPY

dtites
12 qumist 1944

MEMORANDUM for Mr. Myron Taylor.

Interview with the Holy Father on Saturday, August 12 s 1944,
by Adniral Standley smd Hush wilson.

The Pope had = psper in front of him and greeted us by stating
thet one was from Russia and one from Gemmany. He started tolking
dout Gemany.

I, His remarks about Germany were of a somewhat superficial
nature, He stated that he had respect for the pecple: fortheir many
adnirable qualities; for their development of science; but that they
had the fatal capacity of being badly led. Wilson acquieseed in these
ramarks and merely added that it was lamentable that these people had
pemitted thelr leaders to create a situation where they, themselves,
ipescapably had to gy the penalty. In no way did the Pope raise the
question of a negotiated peace, or intimate the poasibility of a termination
of hostilities,

IT. He gquestioned jdmirsl Standley concerning Russia and whether
there was a possibility of freedom of religion in that country. Admiral
Standley stated that Stalin had recreated the Orthodox Church; had in-
corporated it, however, as a part of government sdministration, Admiral
Standley felt that Stalin has his vanity. He is desirous of being
as great a man before the Russian people ms Lenin. Now the Russian
people are essentially religlous in spite of the atheism of the party
members. Stalin has so far yielded to the pressure as to recreate the
Orthodex Chureh., Admiral Standley is inclined to believe that the
pressure of events will cause Stalin eventually to pemit freedom of
religion. The Pope return ed again and again to the atheism of the
party, clting ind vidual instances of this. Wilson them stated that
the history of the Church has often shown that non=-relizious rulers
recognized the political necessity of dealing with the Church, For
example: Napoleon recognized the necessity and signed concordats which
enabled the Chureh to function well during his regime and under his
domain, Admiral standley them continued the discussion by stating that
he felt that the Russisns were dominated by the thought of security. If
they could attain that security through collaboration with the great
powers, Stalin will be contemt with this. Stalin had 8very reason to
cooperat® with the great powers, =s he needs to gzive the people consumers'
goods and a long period of rest snd recuperation after this battle, There

DRCLAREIFTED
Biate Deopt Lotlor, FEEI e 972 agkin

Py J. Bchauble Date



again his vanity will play its part. He will desire to stam well with
the people, particularly after the fomidable crdeal through which they

have ‘;.H.B’t--

The interview lasted some forty minutes. At its close, we presented
Colenel Rodrigo and Lt. Waughope to His Holiness,



; DEPARTMENT OF STATE
|

THE SECRETARY

August 15, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR MIBS TULLY

Mr, Myron C, Taylor wrote nnia.ukeﬂ.
the Secretary personally to see to 1%
that the attached letter was placed in
the President's hands, The Becretary
gald he would appreciate it if you would

do this for him,
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COPFY OR THE PRESIDENT OF THE 1BA

Romo, Aumety, 1944,

PSRN WD Gomeemwemr
[,
My Dear Mr. Seoretary:

We have indicated im a persomal lestter to the President that
tls statement ha® boen made thet 30,000,000 Catholios im the
Maited States were favorabls to oconcluding the war by wegotiationm
to avold further loss of life and destructiom of property,

Subssquently, in my tolegrams Nos. 268 and 270 of Aucust 7

we indfeated that Archbishop Spellman who was in Rome had made a
similar statemsnt in substame to the British Minister to the Holy
3ee, Sir D'Arey Osbome. The next day sm sditorial appeared in the
official Vatican Organ, the (SSERVATORE ROMANO, posing the guestion
why the war should be continued with consequent loss of life and
destruction of property. The article concluded with a statemant
in substance that it was desired to have peace as soon »8 possible,
We further advised that am inquiry from London had besn made here
in regard to the time of arrival of Arehbishop Spellmam in London.
In mswer to our inquiry the irohbishop advised us that he would
arrive in Londom August 22nd or 23rd.

Last night at a dinner given im homor of Seeretary of the Navy
Forrestal, whichwe attended, he indicated that before Arehbishop
Spellman left America he called upon him (Forrestal) and made =mb-
stantially the same statement, to which he - Forrestal - replied in
dis agresnent .

In our recent audlonoes with the Pope we contimued to insist that
Elﬂlllﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂ-luﬁ-iilngl'lﬂ terms
that will be offered to F-ii-ﬂi—ﬂli-ﬁ.

Eililii!iﬂ-lﬁtﬂegrkl
personally the copy of this letter which is enclosed for his personal
and private information.

Jinoe

B
Homorable
- Cordell Hull (sighed) Myron Taylor
Seoretary of State PECLASSIFIED
Washington. Bitats e, 11172
. FEB 22 tarz
By J. Schaubie Date_____
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE %"?’ et
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE Rome, August 4, 1944. f’/%//ff_./

Mydear Mr. President;

At my fifth audience with the Pope, on Aucust 3,
after presenting a copy of the paragraph of your recent
letter intended for His Holiness, discussion was resumed
of the trend of war as it related particularly to the
possible Ruseian ambitions in Burope, the ultimate
gituation of Poland, and of Gemany,

I continued to meet these questions in the manner
previously indicated and referred gensrally to the
prospects for the ultimate development of Gemany shorn
of its armament end wer potentials. The reaction to these
statement s was favorable. I bellieve that no opposition to
rendering Germany unable of future aggression will be met
fram these sources, the principel precccupation being
concern for the future welfare of the Gemman pecple, and
not in any sense the protection of the present lsaders or
the military class. The fear continues that Russia is
animated by excessive territorial and political mmbitionms,
and that view persists quite generally in all conservative
circles, whether they be spiritual, civil, Italian, or
international groupas reflected by the diplomatic represen-
tatives with many of whom I have talked.

On Thursday, Major Gemeral Joao Mascarenhas, Commander
of the Brazilisn Expeditionary Forces was received in audience,
at our instance, by His Holiness, Lt. Col. Carroll Peeke who
accompanied him, requested us to make the arrangenents, but we
referred him to the Brazilisn Ambassador who - after the au-
dience - gave a luncheon at which Mr. and Mrs, Tittmann end I
were present. We emphasized the importance of the initial
sppearance in the European war theater of the South American
forces as indicating solidarity of Westem hemisphere action.
We also encouraged the press to make an important feature of
the event .

His Nondy Sincerely yours, .

Franklin Delano Rooasvelt '4‘_"—/"-—»/2"‘-’"

Fresident of the Umited States

Washington.
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// THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 18, 1944,
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

TO READ AND RETURN FOR MY

rinlnl

Letter to the Preaident (Personal and
confidential) 8-11-44 from Hon. Myron Tavlor
enclosing a memorandum re his pudience with
pone Pius XIT, on August 11, 1944.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL

Auguast 15, 1944.
MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

I am tranamitiing herewith two sealed communicatlons
addressed to the President by the Honorable Myron C.
Taylor, Special Representative of the Fresident at the

Vatican.
Gnnrg-ug. Summerlin
Chief of Protocol
Enclosures:

Two sealed communications.
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ETATES OF AMERICA

TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE Rome, Aumust 11, 194,

PERSQNAL AND Sl

My dear Mr. President;

I enclose herewith a memorandum which T di ctated
immediately after leaving my sudience with His Holiness
this morning at 9.45. T have found 8 way of sending
this to you by special army messenger and it wlll be
delivered to you therefors through army channels,

I think it is important that the information I am
sending you be reserved to yourself and to Secretary
Hull, becawse of obligations I have undertakem at the
beginning to keep these digcussions gecret, This is
obvious for reasons which you will appreciatae,

I hope your trip to the Pacific has not only been
successful in enabling you to chart the future action in
that area, but hss alsg given you an opportunity for a
bit of rest which = in view of the tribula tions ahesd -
I am sire will be very useful in building up a supply
of energy with which to meet the rroblems as they ocour,

Amongz the cutstenling visitors we haye seen during
the past week was Secretary Forrestal who spent a short
time in Rome yest 'rday, having tes with us in the after-
noon. We bad a good visit. We also attended a anmll
staff dinnsr in his honor on the night of his arr val
bera,

Admiral Standley and ex-imbassador Hugh Wilson also
called upon us on Thursday snd are ret Tning here Saturday
when we have arranged an sudience for them with the rope.

Mrs., Anne O'Hare MoCommick snd her husbend Charles

Francis

His Excellsnoy
Fraonklin Delanc Roosavalt
President of the tpited States of America
The white House

o DECLASSIFIED
Washinzton Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11.70

B 4 Sosouse o FEB 22 1872
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Frarcis MeCommlck have arrived in Rome and we are arranging
an audience for them at an early day next weoek.

Honoreble William Bullitt spent a few deys in Rome
busily engazed in intervieswing the highest-placed officiala.
We smiped the impression that hi= chief preoccupation was
the Polish-7ussian problem.

We expect to spend the day at General Mark Clark's head=-
quarters mext Tussday.

With kindest regards, I am

Singerely yours,

Enclosure; -~ ,{; :, £

Memor andum. o

P.5s (August 12} Prime Minister Churehill srrived here
today. Under Secretary of War Patterscn is expected here
tonight.



MBMORANDUM on Mr. Taylor's audience with Pops Plus XIT
at the Vatican, August 11, 1944.

—— - - e i

The audience occurred at 9.45 this moming, His Holiness
first ingquired if I had received his memorandum in reply to
that portion of the President's recent letter of which I had

previously given the Pope a copy as follows:

"please be good enough to convey to His Holinsss
my warm personal regards and the assurame of my
desire to cooperate with Him as fully as possible
in all matters of mutusl concern and interest, T
should like you to take the occasion to express to
His Holiness my deeply-felt epprecistion of thes fre-
ent action which the Holy See has taken on its own
initiative in its generous end merciful efforts to
render assistance to the victims of racisl and reli-
glous persecutionsn,

In reéply, I advised His Holiness that T had recsi ved his
memorandum and that it had been forwarded immediately to the
President at the White House, Washington, The Fope's message
was as follows:

"We are deeply ajpreciative of your cordial comfort-
ing message. We pray that soon in God's providence

peace with justice will come to our heart-broken world,
that Christian civilization will be preserved as the

basls



basis end incentive of world order, snd that love of God
and neighbor will be the governing rrinciples both of
nations and of men. We are asking Mr, Taylor who is al=-
ways most considerate to tell You of some of Qur concerns
amd problems. iith beartfelt prayer We beg God's bless=
ings on Your Excellency and the people of the United

Stateav,

The Pope expressed his epwreciation at the President's message and
bis regard end esteem for him perscpally. As it had been published
in "THE STARS AND STRIPES" that the Preside nt had been in Honolulu,
I advised His Holiness to that effect, to which be replied that he
hoped ¥r. Roosevelt had foumd an opportunity for rest snd recuperation.

We again alluded to the progress of the war, to the difficulties
of providing food for the armed forces in so many parts of the world,
and in meny cases to the civilian population; to the prospect of con-
tinued assistance to Italy and the 1ikelihood of similar need for
France, The Low Countries, and many other parts of Europe which have
been under Nazi occupation. I paid a well deserved tribute to the
Imowledge and skill in hendling these important matters by the
Apostolic Delegate in Washington, and indicated how constantly and
faithfully he had supported His Holinesa's views in all these mat-
ters, perticularly in respect to the safety of Home and the feeding
of its population after its liberation, His Holiness was very much
pleesed with the report inm respect to the activities of His repre-
sentative, (While I did not mention it, I am of the opinion that

Archbishop

—
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Archbishop Cicognani would compatently fill the post of Cardinal
Secrstary of State in case Qardinsl Meglions, now ill, becsame
incapacitated),

Concern is felt here for the fuel supply in Italy, particularw
ly for the winter. Our reply is that if Gemmany surrenders before
winter, the burden of shipping would be gradually reduced so that
supplies might be available, It is well to inform His Holiness on
such problems,

Reverting to the situation of Germany and the problem of polit-
icel, economic end armament guestions, and in order to dispel complete-
ly the idea that all these questions would be matters for discussion
at the tims of surrender, I indicated that the most vital of these
gquestions would probably be imposed rather than negotiated. At this
juncture it is not desirable, as I view 1t, to Zive encoura:=ment to
any thought that unceonciditional surrender might mean an invitation
to sit around the table end negotiate upon question which - if we pur-
sus the policy thus far indicated - can only be successfully carried
into effect and preserve the poace of the world and make Germany in-
capable of using force toward her neighbors, if they are erbitrarily
imposed at the time of unconditional surrendsr end during the period
of military ccoupation which must follow it. I believe that in this
atmosphare it is not wise to vhow any =ign of compromise, nor is
it wise to be too specific in resspect to conditions to be imrosed,

I might say that I think that rule might also hold good

in other



in other areas as well,
I called the attention of His Holiness to an item in THT 3TARS

ATD STRIFES of today's date which I quotes

EREMIIN SEEKING VATICAN MEETING

London, August 10. The Rusalen Govermment, in an un-
precedented political move, has semt a mesmorandum to the
Vatican proposing coordinated action betwesen foscow and
the Tatican in the postwar solution of moral socisl
problems, Reuter declared today.

The report sald thet Marshel Joseph Stalin had suggested
to Pope Plus XIT that they exchange views to facilitate ac-
tion at the peace conferemce. The Russian Premier is re-
ported to have mssured the Pope that Russia has no desire
to create a social order anywhere by forece and even would
oppose such measures.

The Soviet memorandum asserted that Russias hopes to reach
its goal only through democratic and legal principles.

The Vatican's attitude, Reuter declared, is not yet known
but it was reported that lfomsignor Cortesi, Papal Nuncio to
the Polish Govermment, will proceed to Warsaw as soon as
the Polish capital is liberated.

This decision, the London Delly News Chronicle said,
would indicate that the Vatican had reconciled itself to
the fact that Polend, predominently a Catholic country,
will be on close terms of friendship in the poastwar world
with Fussia.

The Pope immediastely characterized the article as false and
stated that nothing whatever had been proposed by the Russians and
that the Vatican would be called upon to declare that the statement
was without foundation in fact. We discussed several formms of demilel,

and I
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and T indicated one or two that might be the least likely to closs
the door on such qu approach by Russia., This led to oy inquiry as

to the fom of a statement by Stalin with respect to "Freedom of
Relizion" in Russia which T submitted two weeks earlisr, That state-
mant was as follows:

"Because of the loyal participation in the defense of the
Fatherland by all Russian people under the direction of the
constituted mithority in the State, the Soviet Govermnment,
by interpreting and applying Article 124 of the T. 5. S+ Re
Constitution publicly proclaims complete freedom of reli-
glon, ineluding freedom of worship in all Soviet territory,

Any sbuse of these privileges, either to organize move-
mnts or incite the people toward the overthrow of the
Government, i1l be dealt with in esch individusl case mo-
cording to law",

In His Holiness's opinion such a statement by itself would mean
very little. I indicated that the Russian Member of the Advisory
Council for Italy (M. Bogolomov) had arrived by plane two days ago
when we happened to be at the airport, and suggested it might tran-
spire that he would open conversations with the Vatican. I recalled
the faect that Russia, at the time of the Czars, had a representative
at the Papal Court and that it might not be unlikely, with the
Polish question becoming ever more acute, that the Roman Catho=

lie Church in Poland and the Orthodox Church in Russia might

be led into a very difficult conflict in the future
unless

e & o —m



unless the Russal en situstion vis-é-vls the Church was liberalized
end clarifisd., The Pope replied that he would be glad to welcome
such en understanding, but thet it must be based upon good famith
and that practical svidence of slnpoerity must be shown; that up

to the present there had bsen in practice no relaxation of the
attitude of the Rusalan Govermment toward the Catholic Church,
particularly in the occupied Baltic countries, in Polend, or in
that segment which exists in Russla proper, It is patural to
sippose that there may be some who would feel that the relations
on & religious level between those countries and the Vatican were
not a matter of gensral political importance, but a cereful student
of the Burcpean political arena must yield to the conclusion that a
bharmonious religious basis would promote a better political and
sconomic understanding.

In this connection I touched upon the possibility of a "Euro-
pean Commonwealth of Naetioms®, first on a restricted European group-
ing of ths Eastermn European States west of Rusaip and east of Ger-
many, end sscond on a complete Eurcpean Union, excluding, of courss,
Russia end great Eritain. The general allusion to this often debated
question called for an exhibition of great interest on the part of
His Holiness, While we had in our State Department during the past
two and a half years studied both these fields to some extent, I
did not ses fit to enlarge in any detail upon these pro jects, I do,

however,
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however, expect at an early audience to have some reaction from
these supggestions.

On leavinz the Pope he, with greatest warmth, assured me
of the interest and satisfsetion in the discussions we have had
on a basis of "sincerity end helpfulness"™ which has developed,

The Pope lovited me to frequent future sudiences.

-F"".__,\

ROME, August 11, 1944 é
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE t‘f
WASHINGTON \

September 19, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ¥

Thank you for letting me see Myron Teylor'e
letters of Auguset 4 and 11, the latter contalning
an account of hie audience with the Pope on
August 11. I have had coples made for the Depart-
ment'e flles and I am returning the originals here-
with.

Enelosures:

Letter from Myron Tayler,
August 4, 1944,

Letter from Myron Taylor,
August 11, 1944, enclosing
memorandum of conversation.

BUY

EETER
EYATER
o
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am, approved by the Presidemt, returned to i otd af

_gtiginal f this
EE J - ur;uz State, 8/29/4k.

AMDEL,
ROME,

FOR MYRON TAYLOR FROM THE PRESIDENT,.
Your 286, August 21.
¥or your confidential informatiom, I feel that st this partioular
phase of our discussions with the British on the whole problem of
Italian relief, we might jeopardize the success of the program of
imerican Relisf for Italy, Inec. by insisting just now that the com-
bined military suthorities, despite their current directives from
the Combined Chiefs of Staff, authorisze Marchisio to visit Italy.
Your recommendations will, however, be kept in mind and aocted
upon just as soom as possible., I mm sure that mearwhile you, as
Chairman of American Relisf for Italy, will be able to organise
matters at that ond with your usual skill, tact and effieclency.

(8igned) ROOSEVELT
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hphgzmam : INCOMING DIVISION OF
COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
BJR - 759 Rome
Thig telegram must bE
elosely paraphrased be- Datrd August 21, 1944
Tore belng communicateld
to anyone. |- Rec'd 9:47 a.m,

SEeretary of Btate,
¥Washington.

216, August 21, 7T p.m.

THIS I8 TAYLOR'S 286 FOR THE PRESIDENT

Progedure pegarding dlstribution of material con-
tributed to American rellef for Italy cannot be wisely
arranged to meet views of AMG, ACC, Vatlcan and Italian
Government and a reorgenized Itallan Red Crose without
prompt presence here of Judge Marchisio who has DEER
denied permission by General Hilldring to vislt Italy
though I reocomsended it before and since lEaving
Washington.

I urge it as a protection ageinst poselble future
complaints of lnefficlency and Cavoritism. To avold
this American relief for Italy sho 14 have 1ts own
competent representative on the ground to BUpErviee
distribution. Marchislo should bring such representatlive
with him. Pleasc act at onoe. BSending full report
by alr.

KIRK

CBB
PRCLARSTFTED
Bate [ oor, 1R

By 3. Schabie Daie_EER 22 1972
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
Aggun®

MEMORANDIM FOR THE PRESIDENT

An requestsd in your memcrandum of Aupust 24, 1544, there is
attached for your spproval a dreaft reply to Mr, Myron Taylor's tele-
gram no. 286 of Aupust E1, 1944, acnoerning Judge Marchisic's propossd

visit to Ttaly.

Enclosuresy

1. Telegrem from
M¥r. Taylors
2, Draft replys

28, 1944
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

3. M-'j_ August £4, 1944

MEMORANDIM FOR
THE SBECRAETARY OF BTATE

Flasse let =e eoe your

propoeed roply.

F. D. R.
FEnelosure
Atnte Dept. dispatch, 216, August £1,

from Rome "Taylor's 2868 for the
President” froo Kirk

£l
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August 22, 1944.

Dear kyron; -

It 1s grand to get your letters. I
take 1t that the many American "visiting firemen®
are keesping you more than buay. I begin to
realige the old saying "that all roade lead to
Rome" .

Keep up the good work. My best to you.

As ever yours,

Bonorable Myron C. Taylor,

tive of the
ofmlhmum-
hlulollmcﬂu Pope,

:“1,0



WAR DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Auguet 26, 1944

MEMORARDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT:

Subjects Civilian Relief Supplies for Italy Furnished by
American Relief for Italy, Incorporated.

In response to your memorandum of August 10, 1944 requesting
that reply be prepared to the attached ocable from Mr. Myron Taylor dated
July 24, 1944, you are advised that on August 3, 1944 the Aoting Secre-
tary of State made reply by oable, a paraphrase of which reply is likewise
attached. The cable dispatched by the Acting Secretary of State was oco-
ordinated with the appropriste staff division in the War Department prior
to its dispatoh and reflects the view of the War Department as well as that
of the State Department with respect o the matter raised in Mr. Tayler's
eable.

At the present time the War Department is experiemcing some
difficulty in obtaining an agreement with the Eritish military authorities
that supplies provided by American Relief for Italy, Inocorporated may be
introduced into Italy for free distribution. It is the British view that
all supplies in this combined Theater, so long as the military remain re-
sponsible for oivilian relief therein, should be distributed by the mili-
tary through ordinary channels, which, in this omse, are commercial chan-
pels. The War Department is maintaining the view that the supplies made
available by American Relief for Italy, Incorporated should be forwarded
to the Theater with military sssistence and there distributed without cost
through channels mutually agreeable to Ameriocan Relief for Italy, Inoor-
porated and the military. In the event the result desired by the War De-
partment cannot be mecomplished through the present negotiatioms, you will
be advised.

R -

Rocsevelt Library

Franklin D.

Tebie 72444 BECLASSIFIED

g o p0D DIK. sz00.0 (9/27/08)
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM SENT

FROM: Secretary of State, Washington.
TO: American Delepation, Rome,
MTEDS 31-

Y

The following messape for Myron Taylor is transmitted.

We refer to messape dated July 24, Number §9, from you.

A copy of letter dated July 7 from Judge llarchisio to you
hes neither been received nor seen by the Department. We are told by
the War Relief Control Board of the President that, with reflerence to
the statement mede by Judpe Marchisioc regarding the amount of elothing
gollected up to the date July Tth, the earlieet date at which Judge
Marchisio's organization and Judge Marchisio himself would be able, and
all, to get topether and deliver any apprecisble amount of clothing ready
for shipment to Italy would be September lst. In eddition, we ere told
thet the ruling of the Wer Department was thet thet Department would
ship, within 90 days of the dete when it wms consigned to the Wer Depert-
ment, amounts of clothing put at ite disposal suitably pecked end at
gertain designated stations and ports. Of course this ruling is subject
to apreement to the proposed arrengements by the cormender of the theeter.
The Wer Department has asked for the views and the arproval of the theeter
cormender in this metter.

It is understood thet Judge lMarchisio is coming soon to
Weshington to take up the disouseions egein, but the War Department is

still of the opinion that his visit to Italy would not be timely.

With reference to the method in which the clothing is consipgned,

DECLASSIFTED
Biate Dept. Lettor, 11072

2y 3, Scheatle Duia__FEB 22 1972
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the War Department's position is as you set it forth in Point 3 of your
message; this, aleo, is subject to the recommendntions and views of the
theater commander as to the most suiteble manner of handling the clothing
which the War Department has requosted. The cmuse of the delesy, and the
chief Aifficulty in mccomplishing the arrangements 1s said to be the
ineistance on free distribution of the clothing.

In the last peragreph of your message you mude reference o
& statement mbout all sunplies which wore contriiuted being put in an
Allisd pool and being tu.rn;d anide to other countries, This statsment
ie pot correct; the mupplies of clothing will be shipped to the ereas
or the countries for which they were intended or for which they wers con-
trivated. Untrus rumors snd statesents on this wobject have been cir-
culnted, for the purpose of mellng mischlef, according to the War Rellef
Control Board, The correct facts mbout the distritution of elothing
will be published very soon in Italy ond elsewhsrs; arrengements ars now
belng made for this.

With refersnce to the notivitles and the status of private
relisf agencles on & volentery basls, much ngeancles as the Americen Rellef
#r Italy, Incorpornted, the State Departsent, after consglting the
President's War Eelief Control Board snd other agencles that ere interested,
has teken the position that relief in freed sress during the perisd of the
emergency should be ecarried out through governmentsl channels, and that
woluntary private rolief agencies should complement sand supplement mctlom
of the goverzment so far ss such complementary potivities are possible
within the limits of the mmpolies svallable and other facilitles aasentinl

to relief operaticne, such as shipping space, port nccentances, and others,
l.'l.lrtl,, this is the view of the Department with reference to Amerlecsn Hellef









/f THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Beptember 1, 1944,

NEMORANDUM FOR
HON, JONATHAN DANIELS:

What do you think we should do
next about Judge Marehislo? We might
take 1t up with the Beoretary of State.
I have no objection to telling the Army
to send him over for a ocouple of weeks.

F.D.R.

Memorandum for the President from Hon,

Jonathan Daniels, 8/31/44, asking that

Judge Juvenal Marchisio, President of American
Relief for Ttaly, Inc., be permitted to go to \
Ttaly. Attached is memorandum for the President’,
from Gen. Watson, 8/31/44, with attached memorandum
from the Acting Secretary of War, 8/31/i4,

a copy of which has been retained for our files,



AUG 31 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT:
Subjest: FProposed Trip by Judge Juvenal Marehisio.

ls 1 am advised that you desire that the lier Department
make arrangements for the travel of Judge Juvenal Marchisio to
Italy for the purpose of making a survey of clviliam relief
problems on bshalf of the imericam Relief for Italy, Inc., of
whisch organisation Judge Marohisio is the Fresident. I believe
this decision invelves sertain considerations whioh should be
brought to your attemtiom.

2+« The Tar Department is continually in receipt of re-
guests from individuales and organisations in the United 3tates
for permission to vislt theaters of operations for the purpose
of making obserwvations on the ground. These requests have come
from all types of rellef, religlous and welfare groupss On ad-
vioe of theater commanders that the conditions in military areas,
ineluding Italy, are not sufficiently stabilised to permit the
introdustion of sueh persons inte the ereas, the War Department
has uniformly resisted such spplications. To relax this posi-
tion in the oase of Judge Marchisie will, in my opinion, make
it extremely difficult to maintain our poliey. Only recemtly,
on the adviee of the Chief of Staff, has permission been demied
te the intredustiom of clerieal personnel inte Italy whose only
purpese was to engage in spiritual ministrations.

3« In spite of the mest actiwve efforts it has not yet been
possible to obtein Eritish agreememt to introduetion inte Italy
for free distribution through nom-military chemnels of relief
supplies provided by Ameriomn Rellief for Italy, Ine. The British
Army Staff, on advies from Londem,
the mili bl
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foregeing considerations I
reconsider ::.hdd- to permit Judge Marchisie
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(8igned) ROBERT P, PATILL
. ACTING Searetary of Ware



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

M THE SECRETARY

! August 29, 1944
r::'v‘ nal and COFTEETm

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Attached 1s a letter of
August 3 from Mr, Myron c.
Taylor, together with 1te
enclosure, Mr. Taylor asked
that they be brought to your
personal attention.

TFIED

o

Stote Ly
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COPY : B:ARK {

THE PERSONAL REPREBENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE

2 Via Boncompagnl
Rome, August 3, 1044,

' PERSONAL AND OUNFIDENSSwWL

Dear Mr, Becretary:

During the last few years I have sent you from time
to time the letters that I have received from a die-
tinguished correspondent in London. These letters had
to do with settlements during and after the war and the
ocreation of an internaticnal organization to preserve
the peace of the world,

Bome little time before I left home for my present
destination I wrote my British correspondent inquiring
whether - because of the progress of the war - the
views he had expressed in previous letters had been
modified or expanded. I have now had forwarded from my
office the enclosed private and confidential letter
which I think will be of interest to you. The Preslident
and yourself have had access to the previous correspon-
dence; no coples of 1t, however, are on file either at
the White House or at the State Department, and 1t is
not desired that the present letter should reach the
files or be offered for reading by others than the
President and yourself, I have eliminated the name and
title of the author,

I assume that the President is absent and that you
will bring thie letter to hie attention upon his return.
I am not sending a copy to him personally because of hie
absence,

With kindeet regards, bellieve me

Bincerely yours,

Enclosure: MYRON O, TAYLOR
Copy of letter dated
June 6, 1944,

The Honorable
Cordell Hull, DECLASSIFIED
SBecretary of State, State Dept. Loteer, 11172

Washington. o X Bitatls muf_E..B.-H‘ Wic



Personal and Private

6th June 1944,

My dear Myron Taylor,

I received your letter of May 22nd a few days ago, in
which you wondered how far the views I had put %o you in
previoue letters had been modified or expanded owing to the
events of the war or the lapee of time iteelf, I have
acoordingly refreshed my memory with coples of these letters
and am interested to find how little I should be ineclined to
change any of their general conclusions,

As regards the European situation I stlll believe that
the right ultimate solution ie some sort of loose Federation
or Commonwealth of the main body of European nations weat
of the Russian frontier, In such a Commonwealth a chastened
and regenerated Germany muet obviouely play her part, and
that 18 why I am all against long term punishment and all in
favor of drastic punisghments, economic and territorials, to
be carried out at the moment of victory, A good deal of that
will be looked after by those who have been the viotims of
German oppreesion, as well as by internal trouble in Germany
iteself, But I would not, for instance, walt for any peace
treaty before expelling the German population of East Pruassla
and other dlstricte which are to go to Poland, and beginning
to colonize them with the Poles whom Russia is I gather
willing to release,

I fully realise that the conception of a European
Commonwealth, which Churchill and almoet every speaker in the
recent House of Commons debate have blessed, may not be very
palatable to the Ruselans, and that there may be an initlal
stage in which we may be mainly concerned in bringing to-
gether the states of Western Europe and letting them form a
nuecleus of the future European Union, But that should be
only a transitory stage and should not be allowed, by the
consistent exclusion or depreseion of Germany, to drive her
into Russia's arms, The Russian system expanding to the
Rhine might very well become a menace to Western oclviliza-
tion such as Mackinder haes envisaged in his book. In any
case I stlll feel as strongly as ever that nelther this
ecountry, nor Russia nor the United States, could, for vary-
ing reasone, beocome actual members of a European Common-
wealth though concerned actively in facilitating and epon-
goring 1t during the early years of its growth, You will
find the argument on thie developed in a recent lecture by
8ir Walter Layton which I think has been freely published
on your side, as well as in Coudenhove-Kalergi's lateat
book, and also in one of the chapters in my little book
WThe Framework of the Future" which I sent you some time

ago.
There
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There 1e, however, one aspect of the matter which may
confront us whether we like it or not, Judging from what
ie happening in the Balkans, I think also in Italy, and
probably, when the time ocomes, in Germany and in her satel-
lites, tﬁar- is very little immediate vitality or energy
in the Democratioc Parties as compared with the enthusiasm
and ruthless aggressiveness of the Communist Parties, who
will certainly not mise the opportunity afforded by the
breakdown of Germany in order to selize power at the oriti-
cal moment, In thie they may be helped by the very faoct
that there 1e no real essential difference between Fascienm,
Naziem and Communism in that the kind of young men who
have been ardent Nazis or Fasclete may many of them easlily
become ardent Communisete, We may therefore have to face
the possibility of a preliminary stage of widespread
Communism, or something near it, followed no doubt in time
by a reaction towards more moderate and democratic policies.
Meanwhile both the movement towards the Extreme Left and
the subsequent reaction may all help to tone down the
extreme Nationalliem which has broken up Europe and in that
way ease the path towarde European reconstruction,

One thing, as I said in my letter of February of last
year, that it i1s really important for you to realise, is that
economic polley in these matters cannot be divorced from the
political objective, If there is to be any form of European
Unlon 1t cannot be on the basis of maintaining the Most
Favoured Nation Clause, but only on the assumption that the
European nations, like those of the British Empire, are
entitled to give each other whatever special economlc terms
they wish in order to promote and encourage their Union, and
that that cannot be any ground for complaint by any nation
outside, I will go even further in expressing my strong
personal views that the present economic outlook of your
Government bears very little relation to the economic trend
in the world as a whole and looke much more, as seen from
this end, like an attempt to restore nineteenth century
individualist economice in a world which has inevitably
beoome nationalist, even though the process 1s to some ex-
tent concealed from American eyes by the immense development
of the United States behind a nationalist economic poliecy in
the past., It may well be in the interest of the United
Btates themselves, as it was in ours a hundred years ago,
to lower their tnriﬂ'-i poeslbly even to indulge in Free
Trade, But that doesn't mean that there is the least 1likelil-
hood of other countries following their example, or indeed
that 1t would be for their benefit or for that of the world
as a whole that they should do so,

You
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You will, I daresay, have studied the valuable monograph
entitled "The United Statee in the World Eeconomy" published
by your Department of Commerce, From that i1t 1s clear that
the great European depression between the two wars was not
due, as current legend eometimes asserts, to high tariffa,
quotas and exchange restrietions, even if your 1930 Hawley-
Smoot tariff may have accentuated 1t, It was due primarily
to the nations, more particularly of Europe, getting back
onto the gold standard with the help of lavish American
lending and so having the whole basis of their economic life
pulled away from under them when Americans, first for the
sake of thelr own boom and secondly because of thelr own
glump, withdrew their support, The Most Favoured Nation
Clause prevented them from giving each other mutual prefer-
ence and so keeping trade and oredit circulating within
their own borders, and was therefore a main contributory
cause of the disaster, The memorandum pointe out that the
only poseibility for a world of free multilateral trading
and investment depends on the future internal as well as
external stablility of the American economic system, But
who can guarantee that? The memorandum on the other hand
also points out that the other countries recovered even
quicker than the United States, or Canada which was closely
tied up with you, as a result of the various measures which
may have impeded world trade but stimulated domestic produc-
tion,

I think you will find that all the nations practieally
after this war will want to bulld up their own economlca on
the basls of etability of employment and maintenance of their
domestic standarde, For that purpose they will have to keep
their hands free to impose whatever regulations may at any
moment be convenient and will be very reluctant to commit
themselves to any far-reaching agreement tending in the direc-
tion of freer international trade., In our own case we shall
have tremendous diffioulties, for many years I think, in pay-
ing our way in the world, i,e,, in being able to export
enough to cover our immediate requirements in the shape of
raw materials and such food stuffs as we cannot reasonably
produce in this country, But that means that we ghall have
to give vigorous protection to our domestic agrioculture and
keep out unnecessary luxuries and manufactured goods, and
that we can only afford to relax that poliey in return for
definite concessions in other markets, and not merely on the
off-chance of inoreasing our export trade in the world at
large under a regime of low tariffs and Most Favoured Nation

Clause,
I would go even further and express my Own grave
doubte
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doubts whether anything in the nature of the proposed Mone-
tary Fund is either likely to come off or to be of benefit to
the world if it did, It is after all based on the assump-
tion that the maximum of international trade is the main
object and that parity of exchange is an important contribu-
tory faotor in international trade and investment. But for
gountries which base their policy, as most countries will

in future, on stability of employment and production and
consequently alsc on the stablility of the price level in-
ternally, it will be far more important to be free to exer-
clee complete control over exchange and investment than to
enjoy the minor convenience of international parity of
exchange,

In all these matters we here seem to be in a state of
considerable uncertainty. The Government has just issued
a While Paper on Employment which is based entirely on the
principle that stability of employment depends on the regula-
tion and control of expenditure and inveatment., But 1t only
applies the prinoiple with regard to domestic expenditure
and investment and makes no attempt to follow i1t up in 1te
application to the ocontrol of imports or of foreign invest-
ments, I have jJust come across an artiecle in your New York
Times which drawe attention to this lack of 1llogical coher-
ence on our part and enclose a copy of 1t in case you may
not have seen 1%,

I see Mr, Cordell Hull has been ralsing the question of
a world organization to preserve peace, as indeed has
Mr., Churehill, My own profound conviectlon i1s that so long
as it 18 clearly understood that the world organization
exlsts for conference and conciliation and, as such, definitely
excludes ocosrcion from its purview, it may fulfil a very use-
ful function in creating world opinion in favour of peace and
in helping to adjust many minor differences, which, if allowed
to develop, might become more serious., On the other hand, 1if
the world organisation professes, agaln as such, to enforce
peace 1t will inevitably break down and by 1ts very existence
paralyse the aotion of individual nations who might be pre-
pared to preserve peace, The League of Nations played a very
useful part during the years between 1925, when we definitely
rejected the Geneva protocol, and 1938, when we committed
outselves to the coerclon of Italy by sanctions. During
those ten years British polioy made it quite clear that it
did not believe in the use of sanctions and only regarded
the League as an instrument of conciliation, If that polioy
had been followed it might have been quite easy for France
and ourselves together quietly to tell Italy that we could
not allow her to swallow Abyseinia, and to arrive at some

reasonable
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reasonable compromise, As it was, once the thing was referred
to the League of Nations, the first step was to hamstrong

the Abyssinians, by saying that arme should not be sent to
elther disputant, After that it was quite obvious to
Mussclinli that the League never meant real business and he
got away with it, On the other hand the pinpricking polioy
of the League so exasperated him that it drove him straight
into Hitler's arme, whereas in the spring of that year he
had been prepared at Stresa to cooperate with France and
ourselves in setting definite limits to Hitler's restless
ambition, 8o I definitely take the view that those who
favoured "putting the teeth into the League" were mainly
responeible for the present war, and that any eimilar poliocy
is far more likely to promote a world war than to prevent 1t,

In all that I have dictated above I have been frankly
expressing my personal opinions, They are very far indeed
from being the opinions of the British Government as a
whole or of Mr, Churchill, or of the main body of British
public opinion. All the same I believe the event will
prove them right, Anyhow, I have stated them with uncom-
promising frankness,

You must have been greatly relieved to know that Rome
has not only been liberated but liberated intacot,

With every good wish,

Yours sincerely,

The Hon. Myron Taylor.
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WASHINGTON
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MEVORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

A reply to Mr. Taylor's letter of July 17 has been drafted inm

ascordance with your memorandum of Auguet 16, 15944, and is attached

hereto for your signature, if you approve.

C K

Enclosures:

1. From Mr. Tayler,
July 17, 1944.
2, Draft reply.
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE > JM‘H
PRESIGENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -
TO HIB HOLINESS THE POPE Rome, Italy, July 17, 1944 / .
\J
TTr———
(

My dear Mr. Presidm t:

I have the bonor to submit herewith an account of my sudience
with His Holiness, Pope Plus XII, which took place at the Vatlom
on July 12, 1944

In my previous audiences (two at which discussions ocourred,
the third sccompanied by Secretary Stimson, which was fomal in
gharacter smd presented no questions for serious dissussion) ate=

tention was directed to the followng questions:

The possibility of the spread of communimm in Burope end a
vary real dangesr of its development in a Strong way in Italy,
especially in the period of political end soociel reccnstruction,.

The hope was expressed that pAllied pArmiea would not leave
Italy for a long time to come, That thelr presence would have
a stabllizing influence upon the people and the politicians. I
expressed the opinion that in Ttaly as in all liberated countries
T believed it to be the policy of the pmerican Govermment to lemnd
ites asssistance until suich times a8, in accord with the prlnciples

of the

To His Excellency
Franklin Delano Roosevalt
Preaident of the United States of America
Washington.



of the Atlantic Charter, s Stable government expresd ng the will
of the people could be constituted,

The subject of Communism raises the gquestion of the Russian
attitude toward Pplend. I mssume the principal precccupation of
the Holy See in the Polish boundary question arises from the faot
that within the territory east of the projected Curzon Line a
portion of the populaticn is of Roman Catholie religious persua-
glon, The comcern of the Holy See naturally follows to protect
its children in the free exercise of their faith, and that assur-
ance by Russias must be given and scted upon to guarantes them
terein. The question then arises how could such guarantoees be
expressed and could they be relied upon?

1o viewlng the broader question of the Fussien attitudes re
freedom of religlon generally = following my discussion with His
Holiness in 1941 and 1942, I carried on a lengthy discussion im
london with Fussian Ambassador Malsky. We reached a polnt where
the Ambassador engquired what form of statement of asmirance to be
made by Mershal Stalin would be acceptable, I did not feel competent
to phrase such a vital statement without consultation. I informed
His Holiness that I discussed the subject with the Preaident of the
tUnited States, with Secretary Hull sad others, including members of
the Roman Catholic Hierarchy in America. The following statesent
was evolved:

I. "Because of the loyal participation in the defense of

the Fatlerland by all Bussisn pecple under the direction



of constituted suthority in the Stete, the Sgoviet
Govemment by interpreting end applying Article 12
of the U. 5. 8. R, constitution publiecly proclaims
complete freedom of religlous teaching end fresdom
of worship in ell Soviet tarritory.

II. "iny sbuse of these privileges, elthsr to organize
movenents or inelte the people to overthrow the Co-
verment, will be dealt wlth in each oase mccording
to law",

I d44 not feel in a position to make use of this statement

- anticipating as we did that T would scon be retuming to the
Vatican end thet I would present the miggestion to His Holiness
in person for hie consideration.

It was bardly & subject for telegrsphic correspondence,

Events prevented my return until the present time.

It would seem timely to disocuss this subject now, when the
British, Russian and Chiness diplomatic representatives are be-
glnning conversations in Waeshinzton, on a rreliminary draft of
a plap for en Internaticnsl Organization to preserve the poace
af the world.

I alluded in general tems to this plan in my first md
second audiences with His fHoliness. It would seem that in the
early stages of that discussion the guestion of religiocus freedom

might well be put forward. Good faith on which mich & great under-



taking will need rest and on which its permanency will depend is
& primary religious precept,

What, then, can one suggest to Marshel Stalin? One cannot
megotiate in a veowm; a fomula is essentianl, The dangers of
insction are often greater then mistaken methods chosen,

Meny of the grest questlons which confront the world today
are interdependent., For exsmple, one of the most essentisl is
dis armament of certain nations to prevent a relapse into war -
this cen lesad to reduction of armemants by all nations, curtail-
ing the crushing burden of armaments upon the backs of the people.
Another armament race would breed snother war. The present war
has drained the economic world to its drege. All nations have
suffered as nmever befors. The burden of war debt will be borne
by generations unborn, The need for control of amaments produc-
tion and reduction seems obvious,

The developed strength of Russla and its greater potential
dus to unlimited matural rescurces, a great and growing population,
its victorious position in Europe, must be reslized, and extensionm
of cooperative arrangements elready sccomplished must be undertaken
in the interest of world peace.

Prompt oreation of a world organization, even while the war
progresses, will pave the way, future security being guaranteed,
to solve many of the problems created by the present war and sid

in earlier reconstruction and rehabilitation.



Admitting the German Army cennot win the war, the earlier the
amy surrenders, not only will lives and property be spared but the
earlier can the processes be set up for politicesl stability and
esconomie improvement for the people of Germany and of the world,

The world orgenization has then become the medium for the detemmi-
mation of war problems - its first members, the United and jssociated
Nations - becoms an active and potemt body for the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes, its judieclal amm detemining justiciable questiona,
its security and enforcement arm meinteining order and stability,
The moment is opportune - it may never come again in so premising a
fora. The cpportunity promptly to create an international organiza=
tion, to preserve peace with justice, should not be ignored or ne-
glected, It is the best hope of mankind.

His Heliness followed this dlscussion with inecreasing interest
and fevorabls comment. (On each occasicn I advanced these snd other
points to bear on the main question of the surrender of Germmy, hoping
that by indicating in general terms, that plens are alresdy laid to
deal with all pheses of pxis probleme and the practical nscessity for
a world organization pramptly created to desl with such problems at
proper moments, as orderly military procedure tekes the place of
active warfare,

Followlng my last sudienmce 'dth the Pope, I had a long discus-
slon with Monselgneur Tardini, Political Adviser to the Pope, who

has very pronounced ideas on Fussia and the spread of Communism, He



objected to item II in the formula recited on page 3 bareer,

but approved item I, as did Him Holiness, T have promised to give sach
8 copy of the formula md of the mocompanying staterent sttached here-
to (marked myv),

I sttach bereto a transletion of a porticn of a speech made by
& communist member of the Itelien Govermment, July 10, 1944 (marked
"E").

I sttach a memorandum regerding Communism which the Fope die=
cussed briefly in our first mudiemce, but which was rewritten by
Monseigneur Tardind (marked wgw),

A further audience will be accorded me on Wednesday, July 19,

As you will have noted, my principal efforts are directed

First: to comvince the Pope end other Vatisen mithrities
that the Germen amy must surrender unconditionally;

gSecond; that cooperaticn with Russia in the intersst af
victory snd permenent world pesce ia essential ;

Third:; that an Intermmtional Organization must be created
at &5 early a date as poscible to implement the ssttlement of war
problems and to insure future peace. I have mot falt free o use
specifie details of any such project.

With bighest regards, belleve me

Encl osures.



Enclomire "A®

"Frovided the Russlens would make and mean it, what is needed
is a constructive muggestion as to what kind of statement concerning
religious fresdom would be satisfactory,

"Any specific refersnce to past evemts would not nscessarily
bave to be included in sush m statement. Any attempt to justify
past events would not gain mcceptanc e, and a confession ocanm hardly
be expectdd in the circumstances. As for the face Beving reqire-
ments of the situation, they could be met by the followlng, and
if sincerely made, it might conmstitute a meaningful declaration:

"Because of the loyel participation in the defense of the
Fatberland by all fussian people under the direction of the
constituted suthority in the State, the Soviet Govermment by
interproting and spplying Article 124 of the 17,5.5.R. consti=
tutien publiely proclaims complete freedom of raligjon, in-
cluding fresdom of worship in all Soviet territory,

"iny sbuse of these privileges, aither to organize move-
mmte or incite the people towerds the overthrow of the
Govermment, will be deslt with in sach individual case ac-
cording to law",

"iny action taken by the Soviet Government which would justify
such a statement would greatly contribute to present morale and

future harmony wmong the maticns united in this war. If the Soviet
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(Enalosure "A" cont inued)

Union will not take such mctiom, it would bs better not even to
imply a commitment regarding the soceptabllity of an ambiguous
statement which, by having on the record Just anmcther untrustworthy
declaration, would only sggravate the difficulty of postwar dis-

cusal ong®,



Enclosure "B"

Exerpt from a spesch made in Rome by the Communist

Member of the Italim Governmest, July 10, 1944 (translation):

"ifé ere aware that in the past there have been psycholosical
and organized obstacles to this unity of acticn (e.g. between the
Communists, Sccleliste and Catholies). We have now done the pa-
cesgary to eliminate these obstacles. Above all T have stated,
as the spokesmen of the Communist Party, end I repeat it here in
Rome, the Cspltal of the Catholic World, this declaration, nemely
that we are respecting the Catholic falth, the traditional faith
of the majority of the Italiasn peoplev,

(The speaker added that hesexpected reciprocal comprebension
on the part of the Qatholiecs),



COFPY

Enel osure "o

l, 1In the U, 5, 5. Re the sltuation as regerds the Catholie
Church does not show any substantial improvement from what it was
before the war.

The mntd=religious Soviet legisletion always remains in vigour.

Besides, the now wery few survivors of the Qatholic Clergy who
had boen arrested in Russisn territory since the Soviet Hewclution,
were not set free nor werse they afforded any possibility of exercising
thelr sacred ministry. oOaly a certain number of Catholic prissts,
through an agresment with the Polish Government, in the seccmd helf
of 1942, could leave the U. S. 5. Re, together with the Polish Army
which was then leaving those reglioms. Also in this case not sll the
priests, previously imprisoned snd deported from Poland, were set
free, nor does it sppear that they were set free after that date.

It hes paver been possible to learn of the fate of Archbishop
Edward Profittlich, Apostolic Administrator of Esthonia, srrested in

Tallin in June 1941 and deported towards the Urals,

2, NKelther have certain events which have happaned within the
last two years, any valus in modifying the above stated judgment about
the religious situation in Russie.

It is true that, even befors the death (December 1940) of the
well-knowa &irector of the Joiless organization = Jaroslawsk (Gubelmann)-
the atheistic propaganda hed mractically been suspended. Butthis sus-
pension, which did not at ell mean the suppression of existing anti-
raligious litterature, is very far from constituting a positive
recogoition of religious liberty, and it is not difficult to find an
explanation for it in the desire to tmke into mccount the obvious
reasons of political and military opportunsness snd the peychologleoal

nesds of a people in war,
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The publisati n of & book entitled "The Truth sbout Religlon
in Russie®, is due also to propagmda purposes. This book, very
widaly diffused abroed in its various tramlaticns, snd almost impos-
aible to fipd in the Us S« Se Heyy 18 rotlcent, inexact and sometimes
coptains falsshoods.

The following information given by the "United Nations Newd,
Tune 28, is a proof of the kind of propaganda which is belng carried
on in this sense., According to the weekly review, "Colliers”, Russis
has st the mommt more than four millions of religious who care regu-
larly for sbout 5,000 orthodox Churches, 1,800 Rommn Catholle Ghurches,
1,300 Mabomedan Mosques, 1,100 Protestact ghurches, and 1000 Synagogues,
¥or what regerds the Romen Catholie Church this information 1= complete-
ly falae.

Even the world press brought out the propaganda side of the

resppexrance of the Patriarchate of licsca (Sestember 1343).

3, The Soviet Comsuniem - even after the suppressicon of the
comintern (May 1943) = continues to be the propagating center of & most
active Communist Propagands throughout the world, All leads ono to
believe that this propagends aims at diffusing those principles and
footrines, which remasin teday as the foundation of Sovist Communlam,
sinoe they heve never been renounced. These principles are sssentlially
materialistic and the dootrines based cn them destroy the personality
of the individual to the sdvantage of the State, proclaim class-war,
tend to the dletatorahip of the prolstariate and antagonize Relizion.

This propagenda is carried on espécislly in countries through
whish the war has passed or is passing, md avails itself of the very
miserable conditions of these pecples, It is well knmown how it is also
being carried om in Italy, which unfortunately presents, because of

the motusl sconomical political snd sociel situation, a very favorabls
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ground,

Such propaganda is indeed very cleverly carried on, nor doss it
rovenl to the inexperimeced the erropecus principles fram which it
springs snd on which it bases itself; in faot it rather proclaims even
a tollerance and sn understanding for the Gatholic Religion, reapect
for the Faith and religious practice and offers collsboration. Thus
ie renewed the policy of the "Extended Hand®, already tried in other
countries, However, because of the sad consequences which it hae had,

ons cannot but entertaln very serious concern,

Ls Ever recemtly there bave been mathoritative and not unimpoertant
declarations by prominent perscns and by represantatives of various
sections of the press, exyressing from time to time, optimistic judg-
ments on the religlous situstion in Russla and on the charaster of
goviet communisn at the present time end on its forms of propaganda.

Notwithstanding all this, in view of whet has been stated sbove
and after the sed experisnces of the past, it is pecessary to follow

& policy of watchful sxpsctation and reserve.

JULY 13, 194ke
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MY BIGHATURE.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
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My dear Myrong

Your letter of July 17 on your interview with His
Holiness on July 12, 1944 and subseguent conversation with
Moneignor Tardini was most interesting., I trust that you
will continue to keep me informed of Vatican thinking on
these Important problems which are of so much concern to
us all,

1 have considered at length the question of obtaining
some Soviet assurance on the religlous gquestion but have
reached the reluctant conelusion that at this partioular
moment it would be unwise to reise the issue cpenly. Our
Fusaian allies, as well you know, are most sensitive, and
for us to press for a commitment from them now might be in-
terpreted as sn affront in view of the wvarious statements
they have made durlng the past year concerning freedom of
worship in the Soviet Union. For the seme reason I fear
it would be highly dangerous to inject the guestion of
religious freedom into the Dumbarton Oaks discussions, in-
asmuch as such discussion could be directed toward only
one participant,

This is an issue which perhaps we cannot and should
not attempt to foree by any frontal assault. Might it not
be prefersble to exert our influence quietly and constantly
and, instead of seeking to obtein a formal commitment to
respect freedom of religion, to use our good offioces when-
ever posslble in the practiocal tests of Soviet reapect for
that prineiple? The Vatican itself, fram your report, is
wary of statements and intent upon concrete applicationm,

I sm looking forward to your further reports and shall
be interested in having your reaotiom to the foregoing.

8incerely yours,

The Honorable
Myrom C. Taylor,
Special Representative of the
President at the Vatican,
Vatioan City.
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