


There were many political elements who in October would have
accepted to work with Maresciallo Badoglio so as to glve a sense of
unity to the Italian Covernment and a sense of unity to the new
Italian Army.

Althouzh in these nine months Marshall Badoglio, for his own
inclination and for polemic necessities gzot himself involved in
resctionary and ex-fascist, pro=German circles, there were still
many people ready to collaborate with him, believing his assertion
that he was the best and only channel to colleborate with the Allies.

The contacts between Rome nnd the south after June the 5th, made
it appear ever more clear to the monarchists, that Badoglio's policy
towards the House of Savoy had besen frankly unfalr, and it was proved
that he tried by all means to estrange the Army's sympathy from the
Crown Prince. The Price, on the other hand, having a personal knowledge
of Bonomi's loyalty and capacity was very favorable to his choice, and
above all witnesses on both sides, proved that Badoglio's diplomatic
activity had the aim of claiming himself indispensable to the Allies
and to Italy, more than to bring about clear and loyzl relations batweon
the two. So when the Committee of lational Liberation was requested to
form the new Cabinet it naturally chose its representafive id est Bonomi,
without finding at Court, mor in the Ammy, nor in politiecal pro=-Allied

gireles any staunch friend ready to stand for Badoglio.
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA J
TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE }'

Rone, September 1, 1944

Dear Mr. Presgident:

We visited Caserta yesterday and I had a conversation
with Ambassador Murphy and, pursuant to an arrangement made
with him, with General Sir Henry Maitland Wilson and later
with General Zakers with whom we spent a very interesting
time. Ambassador Murphy may express some of our mutual re-
actions to you as he is shortly returning to Washington.

I reviewed particularly with General Wilson the question
of the distribution of relief in Italy, having in mind that
in view of the Allied position with respect to Italy which
the very nature of our occupation must, as General Wilson
emphasized, continue for an indefinite peried, certainly for
more than a year in one form or another. This ocecupation
must be of a substantial enough character to meet the
various emergencies which may arise in the transition from
a Fascist Government to a more democratiec government. The
responsibility for relief activities and their success for
the procurement of adequate food, clothing and housing
depend upon Allied provision and T can confirm again the
feeling in most gquarters that, based upon present evidence,
there is no assurance that in these categories the relief
will be adequate to the need., Our effort to fit American
Relief for Italy into the over-all picture without creating
any disturbance with other existing agencies and to help
spur the Italian Government to activity and responsibility
on its part is my objective. General Wilson was most
practical-minded, cooperative and frank, I feel there should
be no difficulty in adjusting relationships with him and
through him with all other services under his control. I
indicated that it seemed essential that some uingla agency
should be in control of the whole field of relie y Simpli-
fying procedures and accomplishing objectives with a minimum

The President,
The White House,
Washington.
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of overlapping. He whole-heartedly agreed with this theory.

In the general field he seemed to be quite concerned
by the constant changing of personnel, especially by our
Government. He specifically mentioned the economic side,
the retirement of Mr. Grady and the prospective retirement
of General William O'Dwyer. He felt that this was demoralizing.
He felt that the Vice President of the Allied Control
Commission in charge of economic atfairs should be a very
experienced business executive who, with a staff of business-
trained men on a permanent basis, would be most effective.
In order to gain information I asked him why this vice
president of the economic section should always be an
American to which he replied that the whole scheme of the
organization was one of balance and that the different
agencies were set up in a balanced fashion as between the
Eritish and ocurselves. It has been my impression since
arriving here that in effecting this so-called balance some
cf ocur appointees have been put in the most difficult and,
I would say, dangerous positions. That applies both to the
field in which Colonel Poletti has been giving such hercic
service and the field in which Mr. Grady and General O'Dwyer
have been making such tremendous efforts. I do not see that
the British are occupying posts subject to the same amount
of public criticism. Unless there be some advantage in the
handling of the economic section by our representative, the
natural question arises whether it will not be advisable to
let an cutstanding British executive assume the post.
General Wilson said that British personnel was spread out too
thin at the present time and they did not have the same
number of pecple to call upon as we.

I have just seen a statement prepared by the Food
Sub-Comniission of the Allied Control Commission which
indicates a substantial reduction in the tonnages now
gropnaed to import against the requirements for the period

ctober through December, 1944,

I was considerably disturbed at the statement made by
General Wilspn that General O'Dwyer was soon to retire. I
asked General O'Dwyer to call and he has just left me after an
extended interview, the result of which moved me to send a
telegram through the Vatican radio suggesting that I considered
it very important that you should have a frank talk with him
about conditions here before you meet the Prime Minister. That
meeting has been announced in all the papers here although the
date and place of the meeting is not generally known. In my
opinion General O'Dwyer has gained a very realistic opinioen of



the situation here and its dangerous possibilities espec-
ially during the winter tc come. “From my own knowledge

in years past this country has been, beginning with the
Ethiopian camgaign, living under continual decreased rations
to an extent that the needs of the Italian Army and the

food production which has been constantly and increasingly
taken away from the country to Germany has resulted in a
very definite lowering of vitality of the whole population
that recently reached its lowest point with the invasion by
the Allies. That invasion has accentuated these conditions
because of the interruption of transport, the destruction

of property and a definite reduction in production. General
Wilson and General O'Dwyer are of the same opinion that the
erisis in this situation will come about December or January
of this winter and if it is not then relieved the fate of
large numbers of this undernourished and weakened population
will be, as they express it, tragic. General O'Dwyer is the
first one with whom I have talked who seems to comprehend
the whole picture especially in respect to the liberated
portions of Italy nct primarily under Army jurisdiction. Eut
as the lines move farther north and the burden of supply
falls upon the economic agencies rather than the Army the
problem becomes increasingly difficult.

In my own opinion this is the first of the conguered
countries in which our professions of helpfulness to the
civil population is undergoing a severe test. General Wilson
and General O'Dwyer and I are of one mind, that we cannct
afford to make a failure of this Italian enterprise.
Assuming that you will arrange to have General O'Dwyer
recalled for consultation for a few days before returning
here where he is very much needed, I believe you will be
put in the pesition of having a dependable impression of
this situation. I am brought into this situation because of
my association with American Relief for Italy and because
of my regard for yourself and for cur country. I believe that
there are too many agencies between the War Departuent and the
ultimate beneficiary of relief to cperate with the greatest
efficiency. My own opinion is that the Army should become
inereasingly active in this field because the supplies in
a large sense have to move through its hands and facilities,
that it should associate with itself the local agencies which
I have been instrumental in bringing together with respect
to American Relief for Italy, namely the Italian Government,
the Italian Red Cross, the Catholic Church and a representative
of the central labor party in Italy, but the Army with its
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facilities, its adequate personnel ani its power should be
the daterminin; authority.

With assurances of highest regard, believe me,

Sincerely yours,

wbﬁ.’v

.——'-'-'_-____‘__-
Kyron C. Tayloer
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS& HOLINESS THE POPE
Rome, September 1, 1944

Personal and ONseerers
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Dear Mr. President:

I have very recently had a call from Mr. George
Baldanzi, Executive Vice President, Textile Workers
Union of America, CI0O. We discussed American Relief
for Italy of which he is one of the Trustees. Among
the statements which he made that I feel I should bring
to your personal attention are the following:

=that there are in the United States about seven
and a half million Italian-Americans;

~that the rumor has reached America that the
Allies upon invading Italy immediately depreciated the
lire to one cent and at the same time have employed
comnon labor in Italy on the basis of seventy-five lire
per day whereas under Fascist and Yazl conditions the
lire had greater value and the daily wage minimum was
cne hundred twenty-five lire a day;

-that the reaction from this condition was
unfavorable to the present Administration and that the
balance of power in voting strength in America lies within
that group, that is, among the Italian-American votej

-that at the present time sixty-five percent of
that vote is anti-Administration.

Those are pretty sweeping statements. In the brief
time since I saw him I have endeavored to check upon the
rate of pay and, where my own chauffeur engaged by the
Army receives seventy-five lire a day, I have been told
that commen labor in the released portions of Italy is
paid mcre than seventy-five lire a day. I shall scek
further light upon this subject.

The President,
The White House,
Washington.



Antonini, another labor leader from New York, is also
here and called upcon me today. Baldanzi insists that the
Confederation of Labor in Italy be given representation on
the committee that we are undertaking to set up te govern
the distribution of the materials donated through American
Relief for Italy, claiming that labor organizations in
America have made large donations. I believe that is true.

In my conversation with Mr. Luigi Antonini he indicated
that his interest in Italy at the present time was tc render
agsistance to it in developing its labor organizations. He
is visiting several of the cities and towns in southern
and central Italy within the next week when he will return to
Rome and will give me his impressions. It is a bit difficult
for me to understand why these American and British labor
leaders should be in Italy at the present time when it would
seem that labor organization matters shculd take second
place to an effort to feed and clothe the population. I
did not get a very clear picture from Mr. Anteonini as to
his proposed activities as I did from Mr. Baldanzi. No
amount of organization will expedite the actual rebuilding
of industry and the provision of jobs for the unemployed.
Various dictatcr groups from Mussolini down have taken all
the meat from the bone in this country and at the present
moment the vital considerztion is feod, clothing and shelter.

With kind regards, believe me,

Sincerely yours,

Hyrogra. Taylor
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Tour Holineas:

I an deeply gratified, and I am sure Fresident
Roosevelt will pe, with the profound allocution deliversd
to the world by Your Holipess on Friday last. It breathes
the potent essence of brotherly love, tempered by clear
insight into human pature; it eppraises man's natural
asirations; it leads his thoughts along the paths of
present day reslities; it offers ultimate rewards splendid
and obtainable; it encourazes mankind in this tragle hour by
its enlightened end olear statement that they may hopefully
read just thelr burdens; it points the forward path for the
attainment of a greater and more enduring happiness.

I am deaply pleased, as Mp, Tittmann informs me of
four remark to him on Saturday that you accepted my suggestion
with respect to the international organization for peace and
incorporated it in your allocution., This gives me {nfinite
satisfaction.

With assurances of continuing homzage and deep appreciation
of many unusual courtesies shown my country and myself, belleve me

- Faithfully yours,
(signed) Myron G. Taylor



THE WHITE HOUSE
c WASHINGTON

P September 15, 1944.

MFMORANDUM FOR

HONORABLE CORDELL HULL:

FOR YOUR TNFORMATION.

F. Ds Ha

Carbon of letter which the President received
from Hon. Myron C. Taylor, Rome, Ttaly,
8/29/44, enclosing carbon of letter which
Mr. Taylor received from Albert Spalding,
8/27/44, attached to which is carbon of
"Confidentiel Memorandum on the Monarchical
Question”, and carbon of "Memorandum of a
Conversation With Marchese Carlo Bassano
Under-Secretery of the Ministry of Justice

at the American Embessy on August 28, 1944n,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

Septesber 1F, 1344,

HONORABLE OORDELL HULL?Y

FOR TOUR 1NFCRMATION.

F.L.E.



il .:P,.Ir_ ?1.- J..'# i f":'_;_
/. THE PERBCHAL REPEESENTATIVE OF THE \ T)/%{;FJLP \

FRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HiS HOLINESS THE POPE

Rome, Auwsust 20, g&nﬁ

Dear Kr. President:

Albert Spalding, the Arerican viclin virtucse, whem
you undeubtedly know, ia engeged with one of our propuzenda
agencies with the Arpy in Italy and frequently specks in
Ttalian over the radic. His activities here ol couriae are,
in a genaral sense, searet.

He recently dined with us snd I wams quite surprised
during tha course of our conversaticn to discover what
definite information he seemed to have in respect to
the politieal trend in Italy and I asked hip if he would
put his statements in the fore of a wemorandum, which he
di4 and brought to me yesterday and which I nuw enclose
for your information. I am sending two copies of this
statement, one of which you may wigh te send te Secretary
Huoll.

In a'dition tc and somewhst at varianece with the
statement of Albert Spalding, I am attaching herewith
a statement of my own reccunting an interview that I
had on August 28 with Murchese Carlo Bassano, Under-
Secratary of Juatice.

With my kind regards and best wishes, belisve me,
Sincarely yours,

P S

Myron C. ‘Ta}rfnr

Enclosures:

Two coples of memorandum
by Albert Spalding.
Two ceples of memorandom
on interviaw with

Marchese Carlc Bassano.

The President,
The White House,

Washington.
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To The Honorable Myron Taylor,

Rome, Italy.

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

Herewith attached, I am sending you an informal
report on certain trends of Itallan Politilcal thought.
I should have liked to have made it shorter, but there
are some things you cannot telescope too much. Then
too, remembering Voltaire's well known dedicatlon of
a book to a friend of his, when he apologlzed for the
book being in two volumes, because he had not hed time
to write it in one! =--, I am therefore counting on
your indulgence for its length. With kind regards, I

Very sincerely yours,

(signed) Albert Spalding



MELORANDUM ON

You have msked me to set down in writing some of the ideas

we discussed briefly the other day. 1 should make it clear that
these opinions are personal ones and do not represent any
official attitude.

As you know, the nature of my work brings me continually into
contact with Italisns from all parts and from all stations in
life; therefore, my conclusions do reflect a falrly broad extent
of what the Italian people are thinking today; what their hopas
are: and what thelr doubts are.

The Italians as & whole are bewlldered and gconfused. Theyrecog-
nize fully that up until about a year ago, ltaly was an enemy
gountry; and therefore, even a nation which was betrayed into a
war it did not want, must in alarge measure, bear the responsibi-
1ity end consequences of that war. The anti-fascist forces in
Italy would like to have seen quick action in eliminating all the
elements responsible for what they considered to have been a
betrayal not only of Italy's honor, but of Italy's future. The
opinion is scarcely less unanimous among anti-faseists, that the
monarchy is co-squally guilty with Fascism in betraylng the
country and in bringing about its downfall.

That there are important minorities who still support the monarchy
as an institution it is true -- these include:

a) Many of the officers of the regular army.

b) A majority of the aristocracy.

c) Some, but not all, of the large {ndustrialists.

d) An important portion of the Catholic Party (Christian Democrats).

Many of these above-mentioned elements, however, gupport the
monarchy, not for affirmative reasons, but tor negative ones. For
the most part, they, too, Jjoin in an out-and-out condemnation of
the King, and hold him almost equally responsible with Fascism for
the betrayal of Italy. If they cling to the monarchy as an
institution, they do so because of their fear of, what is to them
the only alternative, communism. They claim that the monarchy

as an institution, still has a cohesive force to maintain unity
which would otherwise be absolutely absent from Italian political
life. This argument would have more validity, in my opirionm, 1if
the Italian monarchy had more weight of historical continuity to
support it, but such is not the case. The spirit which brought
about the liberation of ltaly at the time of the Risorgimento, was
promoted largely by men who were anything but monarchical.

When in 1859, Itanly became a free and united country, the monarchy
was accepted as a compromise. It was wented by some, accepted by
many, and tolerated by the rest. For sixty yesrs, Italy under a
constitutional monarchy, although poor in material resourcss, made
notable progress.
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From 1860 to 1915, and particularly in the North of Italy, rapid
strides were made in the fields of education, tranaportation,
{industry, and distribution. The King's conduct during the
Frist World War gained him universal popularity and even by the
opponents of the monarchy he was respected for his negative
virtues. But even at that time, the Italian monarchy had no
firm roots in the ground such as, for instance, the crown in
Great Britein. It was still, in the minds of many Italians, a
compromise to be accepted and tolerated; it was not an emblem
of real unity. It could not, therefore, suatain the severe
shocks that the following twenty years held in store for 1it.

The march on Rome: Could the King, should the Xing have
prevented it? Most of the Itslians with whonm I have spoken,
believe that 1t was his constitutional duty to do so.

The murder of Matteoti: At this moment Mussolini's prestipe

had fallen to a miserable low level. The opposition was strong
and confident. The entire country was indignant and everyone
expected the King to act. It was his duty as well es his prero-
gative to act. He did nothing. I won't go through the weary
recital of time arter time when constitutional monarchy in Italy
betrayed the constitution and betrayed itself. It is a sorry
atory.

(I must egein make it clear that in this informal report, I am
trying to give you a resume of opinions collected from talks
with responsible Italisna over a period of many months.)

When on July 25, 1643, the Kind did finally act, and the fall of
Mussolini was brought about, it was for a time hoped and belleved
thet the King would not stop at helf-measures, but would act
decisively. He did not do this; he temporised and, in the

six weeks that followed, delivered the major part of his country
just rescued from Fascism, into the complete grip of the Nazis.

The King's first government after the fall of Fasclem, headed by
Marshal Badoglioc, signed an armistice with the Allles, the terms
of which, after nearly a year, have not yet been made public.
The guestion in the minds of thinking Italians: Have the

terms of the armistice been kept secret for so long merely for
military reasons, or are they so severe and far-reaching that
they are acceptable only to a tottering monarchy, intent solely
on seving its own skin? Are the terms so dissonant with the
principles of the Atlantic Charter that they are not likely to
enjoy the support of public opinion in either the United States
or Great Britain?

Italy recognizes the fact that, up until a year ago, it was an
enemy country. It accepts the grave responsibility and the
consequences which its fatal chcice of June 1940 has imposed on
it. t recognizes that 1t is a defeated natlon. During the
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last yeer that has passed it became a battlefield and has
undergone great suffering. Italy also recognizes that it must
"earn its passage back" and that thet passsege must be paid in
terms of blood, and of toil, and tears. Democratic Italy
representing, i believe, the majority of the natlon, wants to

be free and to resume an honoreble place among free nations, but
it wants likewise to know the total cost of its "passcge back" .

The six principle anti-fascist parties, notwithstanding thelr
obvious differences, formed a union known as the Junta. It held
its congress in Bari, the end of Januery 194L. Thie was accom-
plished in the face of many gbstacles, including outright oppo-
sition from the King's Government, and an indifference that was
scarcely less then hostile from the Allied Authorities. The
order forbidding the congress to be broadcast was modified at the
last moment, permitting the proceedings of two days to have five
minutes on the air. A crumb was thrown to the famished democcrats.
Nevertheless, the Congress of Bari was an Importent pocasion;

and the inaugural speech of Benedetto Croce will go down in
history as a memorable one.

Croce's indictment of the monerchy is all the more telling
because of the old philosopher's nostalgic leanings toward
monarchy as an institution. The speech can bear reading many
times.

In the meantime, the movement of clandestine reasistance in enemy
occupied territory, the Patriot Movement, had gained great
headway in Italy. Next to the revolutionary forces of Marshal
Tito in Yugoslavia, 1t was certainly the most important internal
resistance movement in the whole of occupled Europe, up until

the recent developments in France where, of course, the orgenized
resistance movement in the whole of the French Forces of the
Interior now assumes priorlty.

The Patriot Movement in Italy is drawn from all classes, privi-
leged and unprivileged. That the unprivileged far outnumber the
privileged is obvious; God made many poor people in Italy. There
are many irresponslble elements among them; there are many
swaggerers among them who strut much and do little; but, there
are many brave men too, who are fighting and dying for the liber-
ation of thelr country and whose achievements confirmed by Allied
recognition, have given veluable aid to the common cause.

Starting in small groups, their ranks swelled from hundreds to
thousands and from thousands to tens of thousands, and from tens
of thousands to hundreds of thousands. It is customary in some
quarters to minimize the achievements of these men; to look down
upon them as a force so undisciplined and irresponsible that
they constitute more of a menace to the future than they do a
help to the present. They are drawn from all renks and files,
however, Many of them, especlally from the north of Italy, are

inseribed as members of the Communist party.



k=

The Communist Party is well organized, capable and never at a
loss to exploit possible advantages. This is golng to be
increasingly true as we go further north.

The leader of the Communist Party, Togliati, is an able, force-
ful, well-informed man. I have met and talked with him end was
impressed by his over-all knowledge of the resources and limita-
tions of his country. In the fleld of economics, for instance,
his almost photographic memory permitted him to clte figures

and statistics in & way that a trained economist might envy. He
is also a shrewd politiclan and moves prudently, never making the
mistake of letting his emotions run away with his balanced judg-
ment. He may also be a good Italian, but of that, I should not
like to give an affidavit until further proof is had. But, that
he is a man and a force to be reckoned with, would be idle to deny.

I think that Togliati is fully aware thet the Italian people

as a whole, does not want Communism of the Rusalan brand. He is,
therefore, biding his time and whether taking orders directly
from Moscow, or from his own Italian conscience, his attitude
toward the institutional question, toward the Vatican, even
toward vested interesta, has been more conclliatory than that of
some of the other anti-fascist parties. The Communist Party

bas everything to gain and nothing to lose by this policy of
waiting.

In the meantime -- what of us?

I think that we, by our policy, have definitely weakened the
representatives of the center and by insisting on maintaining the
skeleton of a discredited monarchy, have, in reality, played
directly into the hands of the extreme left.

In spite of the apparent strength and initiative of the Communist
Party, I do not believe that Communism is wanted by the majority
of the Italien people -- certainly not the Soviet brand of
Communism. The Italien is too much of an individuallst in every
way. The mass movement psychology is not for him unless he has
firat let it trickle through an individual percolator. But he
may turn to Communism, perhapas as a temporery measure rather than
accept an outworn and discredited monarchy which he believes is
being forced upon him ageinst his wishes.

Last Sunday, Count Sforza made an important speech in Rome. It
was attended by most of the members of the Italian Covernment who
sat on the stage with him; the hall waw packed with a fairly
representative audience, which, to Judge by their appearance, was
drawn lergely from privileged classes. Sforza carefully avolded
mantianinﬁ the monarchy; but it is significant that when he

spoke of "the stab in the back™ on June 10, 1940, (Here, there
was a great demonstration for France.) this was immediately inter-
rupted by a volce shauting out "Yes, but the monarchy was equally
guilty of this treachery!"™ and thereupon followed the biggest
demonstration of the meetinez with practically the whols audience

shouting "Down with the monarchy!™ This reaction ceme from an
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audience that was not an unruly mass nor popular in its makeup,
but rather from elements from whom support of the monarchy would
be most likely to come.

To return to the Patriots.......The influence that their opinion
will have in Italy will, I think, be far out of proportion to
their actual numbers. Practically the whole of Italy looks to
them as the redeeming element in their unhappy plisht. I have not
minimized in my own mind and 1 would not like to do so to you,
the problem thet they also present. Many of them are an unruly
lot, but I think it is no exaggeration to say that they may in
future be compared to the same unruly lot of revolutionaries who
fought at Valley Forge -- who were neglect=ad by Congress and who,
neither by manners nor appearance would have been welcome in any
of the beat homes .of Boston or Fhiladelphia. The important thing
is that the patriots of Italy, like the men of Valley Forge,
ponstitute a symbol of a new-boram country. MNy work brings me

in daily contact with them. With but few exceptions, they are
bitterly anti-monarchical. "hat they think, and wﬁaf they f’“i

A.S,



ZN0ZANDUE OF A CONVERSATION WITH
EalillESE cAlLG BaSGalil
WDER-SECETAAY OF TLE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE
AT TIE AFERICAX EMBASSY
O AUGUST 28, 1044

A mutual friend sugpestsd to m@ and to Marchase Bassano
thut 4t weuld be useful for ua to have a converssilon about
Ttalian sffairs. Marchese Dessanp came to the Exbassy and we
had a discussion which lasted an heur and three-quarters. By
profession he is an advocata, he ia post middles epe apd is &
pan of culture, refinement and mesans, After the usual ferpall-
ties he inguired what particular guesticns we weuld be mest
interssted in.

I promptly uired &s to the former Ministsr of Justloce,
Dine Grandd, and his relationship te the Fuseist Party. Soue-
what to gy surprise he replied that “rundi Led always been &t
open war with Fussclini and that they hated one and other, though
Grundi was cne of the eriginal group in tha se-called”March on
Fome®* This 4id not mean that Jrandi was not leysl to the
earlisr principles of Fascism but that he becams inoreasingly
independent und less & fcllower of Faselam in it 1:3.ir and more
axtrapne Stages. orandi has been condewned Lo Jsuth Dy the
Fusclet Party for his conduct in cesting Mosselini in the last
daya of his regime and is & rofuges frem Italy.

1 mskad r&glr."-ini; the compoaition of the Cabinet, parti-
cularly of Bonowmi. His response in grest detsil wus In sub=
gtance that Bonowmi wess fuvored by all the leading party
repregentatives in Italy and that his prestige hed grown since
his appoinmtment, and thot the mecbers of the Cabinet Teprasented
not only Home but other parts of Italy. For axample, the linister
of War comes Trom Milan and the Minister of Pinunce frow Turin.

He believad that in due course, if meubers of the Cabinet

prove tc be ineffactive,; the process of chunge of infivicdual
pambers could be effected without disorgeanising the Cabinet as

@& whele. Eis considered cpinion was thet the present Cabinet

wuB coopetent, representstive and enargetic.

There wre gix Cabinet mambers without portfolie, weong
which is Benstor Conte Carle Sforza. Conte Glfcrza hks been
put in ﬂhl:;l of the Politicel Divigion as respects the
gathering inforostion, the arrest and trial of extroems

Pascizts...



=p-

Faseiots and, while u nusber of urm; of distinguished

party mwembers Lave besn made the i aetion thus far

hus b to dinmice sesll offies-holders of known Fosclst
loyulty from public office,  Me Telt'that this wes an . .
undesirable procedure and that thoere wers in Italy perhapa

not more than twe or threse thousand whe should be punished

in one way or ancther for their Faselst activitiss and thet the
EUGE m.paﬂn&?nim begapse it was in thelr inmterest to
do sc under a 41 ership shodld not' necessarily be disturbed.

e wag contident thut the present Cabinet could weather
any posaible Jistepper in vardous perts of the coumtrTy snd
after recrganization from within- t4s to time would
bacoms & permanent pechanpism to bring about mere deiocratic
sotisfaction in Ttely. He did not fear the Coprunist movapent
in Italy 48 the Communist Party, thou'h large in pewbership
and grewing, hed not sheown the extreme Comeunist tendencies
that in common parlunce 1s undarstood as & Jangsrous and
undesiroble wovement and felt that thus far in Italy the
gix perties who have colleboroted to oreat® the presant
Cabinet, sech having within it its own chosen espber, dork in
& cooparative spirit which weuld pot give rise to intérnal
discord leading to disruption. He discussed Sedoglic and
indicsted that hls failore to Ye included in the present
cabinet was because the tordty of parties Lerticipeting
vare unanircoaly minutu‘;im. He discossed Crlunde who
e said hed Lean oifered opportunitlss to cooparate with the
new govarnment but had net been willing to do so except upon
teres of individoal power which was net congenisl to the
party plans apd representation upon the basls of which the
prasent governoant was constructed.

On the whole his opinion wes that y Etarting with
the present reglme, w y writh adegoate help from without,
regtore itaelf pni.lt.iclllx in & dempersatic spirit, sconomicdlly
and spiritually. We discussed relisf in a brief wey and it
WaE nﬂuim thut there is concern in the prasent government
a5 to Italy's situstion in the coming winter, the g!iﬂﬂipll
disiiculiics confroming hes veln food, rusl and housing,

In the fought-over sections of Jtaly thore has bDeen at
degtruction of homes end the tendency will Le when winter
comes for the inhabitants to flock tc Home In the hope of
finding living quarters and 1iving conditions mere congenial,
This will be, in his opinfen, a difficuli sitoution to ceet.
He inquired 1f Lend-Lease woild likely be extended to Italy to
which I replied that I did net know. I did, however, indicate
that the present aystem of furnishing supplics to tha Italisn

Governpant ...
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Government on the besis of an acgount curront mi it in

some respecis be interpreted se on equivalent of Lend-Lesse
and that sco long ss that situstion continued 1t mi it not be
necessary to ,ress Icr Lend-Lease aid.

Before lemying it was made clear to me thut the Prime
Uindster had encouraged him to talk with pe and to ccnvey an
invitation to lunch with the Prime 1inister, the Marcihese
Viscomti Venosta, the Under-Secretury of Stute on Monday
next. 1 asked i Mr. Tittean pioht scoowpany te te which he
#eplied in the effirpative, Wr. Tittosn was jrasent and soted
as interpreter during the above interview.
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE

2, Via Boncompazni Rome, September 128, 19.4.

Dear Mr, President;

Colonel Leopold Amery, Minister for India, with whom I
corresponded with respect to various matters with which you
have been made familiar, has been here for the past weak
visiting the front and I have had two conversations with
him, Among other things I inquired as to his reaction to
bhis conference with Prime Minister Bonomi, His impression
colncided with that of Prime Winister Churchill, Ur. atles,
gud my own as guoted in my memorandum of Septewber 4, 1944.
He believes slso in the theory that if the present cabinet
should grow weak in spots, the right procedure would be to
reinforee it rather then run the risk of having it fall and
& new one undertaken, as this would destroy the continuity
of constructive development in this new political situation
that should not be subjseted to too many shocks,

Colonel amery also had a lomg talk with the go=called
head of the Communist Party in Italy and gave me his impression
by way of a quotation, ti wit: "that while he believes in the
prineiples of better sociaml democracy he did not wish to have
the so-called Communist Party beccme an aggressive factor to
the point of disrupting all the efforts of reconstituting a
sound government in Italy. He indicated that he did, and
would continue to put his influsnce benind the Present govern-
ment hoping that it would sucesed”.

I explained to Colonel Amery, as I did to Uajor Atles ’
the plan for the national relisf organization in Italy represent-
ing the State, the Vatican and the Italian Red Cross, and he
agreed inall respects with the suggested plan, I am wiring you
today that we have removed the last technical difficulties with
A.F.H.Q. and 4.C.C,, and the stetute will be completed this evening
and publication of it will take place in the offieiel governmental
bulletin on Tussday moroping. I have prepared, and am sending you
the text of a letter which I have written to the Prime Minister
and to His Holiness the Fope, expresasing apprecistion of the
cooperation they have given in the fommation of this new nationsal

The President
The White House

Washington,



entity and associating you, Mr, President, very prominently with
its oreation. I expect to send you a telegrem later in the day
confirming the public announcament of the plan by the Prime
Minister.

I em happy to be able to infomm the Frime linister when we
meet tonizht that bis request for five hundred repaired trucks
which he asked for inm our first interview is being granted: cne
half of this number beinz delivered before the end of the month
and the remainder before the 10th of October. This, of course,
satisfies the emergency which the Prime iiinister had pointed out
and which I had passed on to Genersl Wilson of A.F.H.Q., and to
Caotain Stonme of A.C.C. I discovered that there were 6,500 trucks
needing repairs in Southern Italy, and from this number repairs
were found to be possible in the cese of 500 for immediate use.

If the whole 6,500 could be likewise put into service, transporta-
tion problems in liberated Italy would immediately take on a much
better aspect. This is the simplest and cheapest procedure to have
followed; an alternative is to have new trucks manufactured and
shipped from America which involves time and waste.

With assurances of continued regerd, believe me

dinuaraii TR e,

fiyron C. Taflor
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
SEP 1. 1944

"
Subjeot! :ml:itténg ﬂan n; L-ttn- -
?:grum-u"::nrl e Myron C aylor,
There 1s enclosed a copy of a striotly oconfi-
dential letter, with its enclosure, written by
Mr, Myron Taylor on September 9, 1944 which was
brought to this country by his asslstant, Mr, Harcla
Tittmann, who arrived in Washington on September 11,
Since the original communication wae in longhand
Mr. Taylor requested Mr, Tittmann to have it typed
here and forwarded to you in Quebeo.

I have retained a copy for the Department's files,

%_

Enolosures:

letter from
+ Myron Taylor
with attachment. DECLASSTFTED
Btate Dept. Lotias

By J. Bchauble luto FEB 22 1.‘?1?2
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COPY: ORIGINAL IN LONGHAND

TEL. 66098 22 VIA GREGORIANA
ROMA
SEPT. 9

PERSONAL

Dear kr. Presldent and Seeretary Hull:

Last night Leopold Amery, Minister for India,
and 1ife long intimate companlion of the F.M. (Churechill)
dired alone with Anabel and me. I sent you quite recent-
ly his last letter on world affalirs - I had sent previous-
ly, over more than two years, sim!lar letters from and to

him,

I had answered his laat letter on Aug. 19, and
enclose a copy. He defended his position with great
abllity and clear statement last night for nearly three
hours.

Surmming up - and he takes the same position in
the Cabinet - I would say he leaves the world with

(a) An international organization like our plan
without any enforcement provision

(b) Leave the several countries free in economic
sense to trade in thelr own way.

He does not bel leve gold is any longer essential
but that credit, represented by pound sterling, is
adequate for purposes to trade - That his country is
to find itself in so depleted a condition that 1t will

(a) Need to produce all it can at home on the

de

(b) That it must be free from any trade shackles
in the world markets,

I am sure you will find the P.M. taking somewhat

these positions he 1s ready to discuss these mat-
ters. Our best bralns are needed in this fleld.

With kind regards,

Sincerely,
(Signed) MYRON TAYLOR
Enclosure:
Letter dated DROLASEITIED
Avngust 19, Btate Dert Letter, IvllFtB 22 1972

By J. Schauoi Date
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PERSONAL AND Qi

August 19, 19544.

Your ready response to my letter regarding terms
to be imposed upon Germany - and I repeat "imposed" -
quite agrees with my not only recent but continued convic~-
tion that there should be no armistice, no conference in
the first instance; in other words, that we pass from
active warfare to military occupation which should disarm
end render innocucus the war potential of Germsny as a
whole. And not only that, but under cne concept of
control or another to continue for an indefinite future
to inspect the German productive equipment so that war
materials cannot be produced without Allied knowledge,
and that faclllities be organized so that if peaceful
methods of suppression are not effective, forceful
measures may be employed in the earliest stages, pre-
venting dangerous developments and consequences,

This ldea in its last feature seems at varlance
with your own remarks regarding the scope of authority
of an international organization for the preservation
of peace., I am convinced that unless some provision
1s made for continued inspection - with facillities
for enforcement when necessary - all plans to preserve
peace will fail. Hy own original conception regarding
the partitioning of Germany has undergone considerable
change during the past several years due, perhaps, to
taking a longer view of the future, and probebly because
at home I, with Sumner Welles, were almost alone in in-
slsting upon a three-region partition of Germany. Fear
of creating an Irredenta in future was the moving im-
pulse behind the opposing argumentas. Then too, the
ldea seems in the final analysis to be in opposition
to the second project discussed, 1.e., a Federal Union
of European States. Iliy own earllest approach which I
likewsle defended was like your own: that there could
be no European political securlty without economie
collabaration, and that the foundation of the former
reated upon the stability of the latter.

Some of us here struggled long and faithfully with
8 plan for an Eastern Buropean Unlon as a buffer between
Russla and Germany., We tried out many plans for unified

transportation

DECLASSIFTED
Btate Nuwi [ ettor, 1.11.72

By J. Schauise a___EEB 22 1972
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transportation, customs arrangements, trade practlces,
mone tary arrangements, etec. ete. We found ours:lves
in a maze of difficulties which led us to move toward
the Briand and similar projects Involving Europe as a
whole (including Germany). Many of us have found
diffieulty in implementing this plan, at lsast in the
earlier perlod of ocecupation, for military occupation
mus t be of considerable duration in order to effect
necessary disarmament, ete. ete., the creation of a new
and dependable government - so that I would say an
European Cormmonwealth could only be born in the third
period or in the latter part of the second = the first
being war with unconditional surrender; the second the
exercise of an unqualified authority over Germany with
an effective military Government, the destruction of
the Soclalist Party and all elements of emtarchy, dis-
armement and demobllization of the military machine
and CGermany's war potentlal, the institution of a pro-
gram of restitution and reparation, beglnning of econonmic
reconstruction, and to asslst in creating a durable
politleal structure.

The third step, as I see 1it, and we are beginning
really too late to prepare for it - 1s the creation of
an international orgenization to preserve peace. I go
much further than you in this field. If such an orgeni-
zation 1s effective, 1t can control Germany without the
need for partition. I worked a long time on the territ-
orial lines to be drawn in partlitioning Germany.

(Mr. Welles has made some in his book - "The Tlme for
Decision" - Harper's recently published). I was never
satlsfied with my own thinking on this feature. Yowr
review of past experlence with the League 1s interest-
ing and of course accurate, Several polnts in the
chain of events of those days stand out in eclear relief:

I. The League was powerless to enforce 1its decisions,
for no provision was made for real enforcement.,

II. Britain and France were not allve to their

dn.nﬁar = or if they were, their fallure to act in the
earliest days was the grossest negligence.

Some of us who visited “urope every year knew of
the danger and marveled that nothing was being done,

With
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With the U.S.A., outaide the League, there was all
the more reason why Britaln, France and the European
countries should have protected themselves before 1t
was almost "too late". But that is "old stuff" so to
speal.

I am a firm believer in an international organi-
zation "with teeth" - real "teeth".

I belleve the plan we developed in the State
Department which 1s belng discussed by the Four Powersa
in Washington this week and which you have seen or soon
will see, 1s a workable plan. As the features regard-
ing the regulation of armaments and specifyinzg forces
and facilities to be avallsble require leglslative
ratification, 1t would seem wise now to have a Four
Power interim agreement to provide force to keep the
peace for the third period from the end of the Tighting
until such speclal agreements can be formulated and
concluded.

Your observations regarding world economle problems
interest me very much. Your profound lnterest in this
phase of natlional and international affalrs i3 based
upon similar bellief on my part. The political structure
is dependent upon the economle for 1ts permanence. How
far national interest is to be or in some cases rust be
paramount 1s a question requiring careful study.

My reaction after months of effort to frame a simple
formula that would be applicable and workable as well as
enduring, left me in doubt. This state of mind was not
improved by our preliminary discussions in the Washington
meetings between your economic experts and our own last
September-Uctober of which I acted as Chalrman. Ve
reached only a preliminary stage, but went far enough to
develop many of the difficulties. We reached no deflinite
conclusions. We adjourned to reassemble in January but
did not. Nothins has happened since except in certain
special flelds such as aviation, oll, ete. etec.

Your paragraph 3, page 2 et sq. leads to further
doubt whether a world economic poliey of a permanent
character 1s possible, One permanent feature of the pro-
posed international organization that has been s treased
a good deal is an economic bureau which would make a
continuing study of international trade and commerce,
and serve 1n course of time to bring about some of the
ma jor projects for a more free world trade.

In
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In the stress of war and its concluslon and 1ts
1mmedia te aftermath I am not confident that the various
and mighty questions in the fileld of national and warld
economy can be made clear on the soundest lines, or
translated into immediate practice, so fluctuating are
the movements of trade, influenced by varying productive
factors affecting cost, ete. etc, Your expressed thoughts
are far more crystallized than my own. An economle com=
mission to study such projects could be set up promotly,
and in time 1t could give way to or be absorbed by that

arm of the international organization which would deal
permanently with those problems.

Regarding Vorld Bank and Stabilization Funds - the
Bretton Woods Conference did 1ts best, I assume, to find
a sound and workable plan in both flelds. Anything re-
sulting requires the approval, at lesast through appro-
priation of funds, at least with us, of our Congress.
Much time may be taken in debate, the outcome of which
depends on a number of factors, political and economic.
One can hardly predlect the outcome. Fublic opinion 1s
divided - our banking community asre opposed to both.

These, then, are my frank observatlions on the
several questions which present the greatest opportunity
for clear and wise thinking and action which can come to
us in generations. Will we measure up to 1t?

Mrs. Taylor has joined me here where we have a
house at 22 Via Gregorlana.

Your Prime Hinister 1s here for a few days. The
news of our troops being in Paris came to us at luncheon.
What a historic moment - Rome, Paris, Berlin - 1t sounds
1ike & time table of an expréss traln or alr way.

When Germany has brought her remalning troops back
within her own borders, she may make a final effort, but
it cannot last long.

Our kind regards to your wife and yourself,

Sincerely,
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THE PEMSONAL REFRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TG HIS HILINE 4 THE POPE
f, ‘ﬁ.: ﬂnaumsui Home, September 18, 1944

My dear Mr. Prosident:

For your entertaimment, 1 sm sending herewith trans-
lation of a series of articles on the madness of HMussolini
gnd the Diary of Clano, that have particular reference to
#how Italy entersd the war", I believe it will refresh
your recollectlion of many events in which we wers both
{interested in that moment.

With kind regards, pelleve me

Sipcerely yours,

G e

Myron C. Taylor

Enclogura:

Translation.

The President
The White House,

Washingtonas



The Diary of Ciano
THE M 4]

HOW ITALY ENTERED TN WAR

"The Itelian people must revenge the death of my husband.
And if they do not do so - I will do it with my own handa”.

This was the lest message that Countess Edda Clano
sent to her father Mussolini from Switzerland.

In reality the Itallan people heve many deaths to re-
venge and therefore oasn not think of revenging Count Clanc's,
however horrible his end seemed to have bean.

Countess Clano further writes to her father: "Amnd do
not hope that You or Your friends cen rob me of my husbend's
diary, because 1t will be useless to try, as I have made
gevan coples, which are deposited in seven different citles.®

What kind of a diary is it, that Mussolinl would like
to tear out of his daughter’'s hands? and which the daughter
defends so tensciously? It is the most serious and terrible
dooument of accusation held against Mussolini.

I happen to know quite a good part of that diary, maybe
the most importent part that it contains. COount Clanc read
it to me himself. I will therefore relate what I know,
and I must do it right now - and not later. And I ask the
"Risorglmento Liberale™ kindly to publish following statement:
"It was & strange happening. It was durlog the first days
of August last year - about a week after the State Collapse -
that a certaln person looked me up and asked me 1f I would
have any difficulty in meeting with Count Cimmo. I was

surprised...
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surprised at his gquestion, because up to that moment I had
only met the X.foreign secretary but once. I replied that

I would have no difficulty whatsoever, but wished to know
why I was supposed to see him, My friend then told me

that Cisno intended to entrust some doouments to me. Evi-
dently he wanted to make a testimony for himself for future
use, end this testimony could - for different reasons not

be given to an offlcial journalist connected with the govern-
ment. He urged me to accept the appointment and the follow-
ing day et five o'ocloeck in the afternocn, I entered the
house of Count Ciano.

co ICTING DECISIC
The Count recelved me very courtecusly and after ex-

changing a few words as to the present situation, which could
be considered extremely unstsble, he opened up a safe and
drew forth some large pepers saylng: "This is my diary, I
will read it to You. Where do You want me to begin? Is it
elright if I start from August in 193977, As I replied
that I would be pleased, the Count began to reamd. He hed
only read a few pages when he cut short the reading and
turned to me, looking me intoc the face. I thlnk my readers
will understand my grest amaszement at the Count's words

"I ask You not to make any comments. Surely, that which I
have to say will make s most odd impressiocn apon You™,

I listened with great interest as the Count read. That
diary was not so much a political document as & peychological
cne. In the summer of 1939 Mussolini was almost completely
mad: this mcoording to the testimony of his relative. If
he hed been in this state for any length of time, I cannot
tell, but it is probable, because the illness was already in

year
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year 1939 oconsidersbly developed.

A certain day Bocohini paid Ciano a visit and secretly
confided to him: ™It is necessary that the famlly of the
"DUCE"™ persuade him to take amnother anti-lzetic cure. He
is in & state of constant agitetion and it is not possible
for me to talk to him." Ciano's reply was: "I am in the
ggme predicement me You."

From the day of the outbreak of the wer in Europe,
Mussolini wavered from one decision to anether. One day
he decidely wanted to declare war - ancther day he wished
to remain in pesce - a third day he was on the verge of
declaring war immedistely - and the fourth day he declded
to walt another two years. Each day he changed his mind,
sometimes without reason pnd scmetimes for the most trifling
ressons.

Two English newspapers had commented: that the reason
for Italy's decision for not entering the war was perfectly
logical, as it was impossible for ltaly to declare war,
unprepared as the country was. kiussolinl became enraged:

"] pcan't make war?"he raged -"I want to make it at oncel®
Thus = that which the public hed always percelved came

true, Mussolini was capable of taking the most serious deol-
sions, because of trifles. He would declare war after seeing
a cariocature, or after reading an article in a newspaper.
This is confirmed in the diary written by the one, who was
his most intimate co-worker.

Many of the minor personelities in the Fascist Party
which appeared in the diary, always gave more or less bad
advice to the med man. General Pariani assured that the
army was in perfect order and therefore could make war with

clear...
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clear consclence. Clano commanted this with: ™"He is a liar
and a traitor."” The guadruplex De Veochli wanted the war,
and Cimno commented: ™to have other honours and other medals."

Qount Grandl also urged for the war.

The Qoccupation of Norway

Thaon de Revel showed Clanc a wery strange Flpnance
taeory, which probably had elready been laid before Mussolinl.
vand it is true™, he said, "that our financial position is
not flourishing, and that our gold-reserves are soon finlshed,
but therefore there 1s no reason for worry: the gold is of
no importance whatscever now: it 18 the work thst counts -
and we oen therefore calmly enter the wer."

It was at the end of Maroh 1940 - if I remember right
larech 28th, that Mussolini took his final decision. Nothing
had haprened. That dey Mussolini on leaving bls office, met
Ciano. As he saw him, he 1ifted his finger and pointing to
Clano's face, he said: "Germany will win the war. You must
get that into Your hemds, all of You, beglnning with You, and
work according to that basis.™

And from that day, there was not one moment of hesita-
tation. He marched btowerds the abyes with resolute steps
end with the stubboranness of & crazed mule.

It was at the time of the ocoupation of Worway, that
Mussolini's disturbed mentality reached its helght and
developed into a state of perfect madness. In the night of
April 9 - 10th, 1940 at four o'elock, Clano was called %o
the telephome. It was the Ambassador of Germany, voo
Mackensen. "Imst, he said, at once deliver a message of
utmost importance to "Il Duce®, will You please accompany

me."...
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Half an hour leter Mackensen was at the house of Clano
and together they went to see Mussolini. Mackensen immedis-
tely delivered the message, quoting: "In the night at five
o'olock German troops will be disembarking in Worway and
will aleso at the same hour oocupy the frontier of Denmark.
'"The Fiihrer' wished the Duce to be informed at once." Maybe
the landing-operations had alresady commenced at the very
moment when Mackensen daliversd hias message. Mussolinl recelved
the news with an ountburst of enthusiasm., ™Splendid™, he
eried, "that iz the way to make war!"™ And he instructed
Mackensen to axpress his congratulations and admiration to
the Filhrer. But - the following days, as the German under-
taking seamed to be developing in their favour, Mussollini
became more and more discontented and nervous. He was tor-
mented by a foollish eavy, due to Hitler's "Glory". And at
last, when the German victory sesmed sure, he wired the
Italian Ambassador in Berlin Attolico, and ordersd him to
visit Hitler and advise him, in the name of Mussolini, to
content nimself with the victory in Worway and avold furkbher
attacks in the West. He consldered himself the man to give
such advice to Hitler! And he thought that Hitler would
ever listen to similar suggestlons!

The latter seant Mussolinl a courteous reply - and coao-
tinued on his own way. Meanwhile Mussolini no more hesitated,
but marched stubboraly towards war. The efforts, which had
been made rom warious parties to prevent him from eantering
into war, were all in vain, and had no other effect upon him,
than to rouse his stubborn contradiction. The Fremoh offers

wera recelved by him with disregard. In exchange for the
Italian...
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Italian neutrality the French Government declared itself
willing to discuss matters on this basis: Wo concesslons

for Corsics or any other French Metropolitan parts, possi-
bility of arrsngements for Tunis and Gibutli. OCiano commented
in his diary: "other things are wanted! They have not yet

understood that Mussolinil wants - the war."

REYHAUD '3 MESSAGE

Paul Reynaud made an extreme effort: he sent a perso-
nal message to Mussolini. Frangols Poncat handed it over
to Clano in a sealed snvelope, He pever read it, nor was
informed as to its contents. He merely got the instructions
from Mussolini a few days later to communicate with Frangois
Poncet and inform him that the message was not acceptabla,
Ciemno commented Mussolini would avold partaking ia the war
in one case only: Af Hitler should cease fighting. A few
days later Count Clano had two dramatio conversations with
the Ambassador of Great Britain, as well as the Freanch Ambaa-
sador. It was in the month of May and Francs was already on
her knees after the German assault. Frangols Foncet's face
was lined with the sufferings of his country., He knew that
Clano was against the war. And at a certain moment he threw
all diplomatie reserve away, saylng: "The Cermans are into-
lerable masters. Even You will find that out.™ And his pro-
pheoy came true.

Thers ware quite a few unpleasant incidents in those
days. The walls of Rome were papered with ugly manifests of
Fascist propaganda. OSome British subjects were overtaken
by the Fascists, as they tried to remove the manifests, and
were punished by being mistreated. Sir Peroy Lorralne

presented...
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presented himself immediately at the Chigl Palace and made

an officlal protest. Clano tried to justify the goveranment,

but Sir Peroy was not satisfied and insisted that his protest

be taken seriously. At last Ciano becams impatient and sald:

"that it was not the momeant to take such trifles tragically,
when the air "buzzed"™ with matters that were much more serl-

S8ir Peroy Lorraine slightly paled at these words,

ous.,"
"wall -

but after galning control of himself, he answered:
if our fate must be decided with the polint of the sword,

may it bs so, but remember that Great Britaln is in the
hebit of winning her wars!"™ England - at that moment was
without an army and without weaspons, at its side it had a
dying ally and it fought for ocme thing only: "to survive",

FATAL HOUR

The fatal hour drew nearr.
cided to Lintervene, but constantly avoided to set the date
At times he sesmed

Kussolini had alresdy de=

for his partiocipation in the war.

inclined to enter the war immediately - and then again he

would postpone it another btwo or three weeks. At laest he

That is, if Hitler would not

sat the date for June 15th.
But the situaticon at the

find it necessary to postpona it.
French froot hastened the course of matters and Mussolini,

fearing that he would come too late, once more changed his
mind apd set the date for Italy's entering into the war to

June 10th., Clanc had instructions to meet with the Bnglish

and French Ambassadors and to reald to them Italy's declara-

tlon of war., The first to arrive at Chigi Palace was Frangois

Ponoet. OCount Olano received the French Ambassador with a

depressed look on his face. He sald: "Perhaps You have
guessed...
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guessed the reason for this mesting?" Frangols Foncet smiled
%I am pnot very intelligant,
He continued:

a sad little smile and replied:
but I gather that I have guessed the reason.”
"Permit me, however, to pronounce a wish in this moment; that

in spite of the outbresking war, thers will not be a bottom-
leass gulf between us. I have a feellng that our ways onoce
Thereafter Count Ciano read the war declara-
8ir Feroy Lorraline

more will cross."

tion and the Ambassador took his leave.
Count Ciano announced that he must

Sir Peroy 4id pot whimper.

His

then mede his entry.

read him the war declaration.

"4 penoil, please." Clano commenced reading
When finished

only words were:
and Sir Peroy made notes on a sheet of paper.

he folded the sheet in four and placed it into his pocket.
"I have a personal request to You Count."

Then he sald:

continued "I have a mule which I am very food of, would You

Cisno mede a sign that he was at his disposal, and Sir Percy
Ciano replied that he was willing

take care of it for me?"
At this Sir Peroy expressed his gratitude and

to do so.
Reasching thies part of the reading, I interrupted

walking to the door he once more shook hands with Clano and
"And what happened to the mula?"

laft.
Count Ciano by aesking:
"I do not koow." "How is it that You don't know? Did You
"Well! It was cared for about

not glve the mule care?"

fiftesn days, then I gave it to Sterace and he in his turn

handed it over to a Gendarmery-riding school and since then
It seemed to me that

I have heard nothing more about it."
Count Ciano did not reelize having given no lesas than &

word of honour.
PORFIRIO

THE DIARY OF CIANO...

Nr. 18



-

THE DIARY OF OIANO

HOW THE TRON-PACT WAS SIGNED

I1

I have already related that part of the diary, which
was read to me by Count Ciano. I will now go back a little
and tell how I happened to make the acquaintance of Count
Ciano.

As I for & very long time had pot had the occoasion of
reading a single American or English newspaper, I happened
to think of the Forelgn Ministmy, where all forelgn news-
papers ware kept on file. The superintendent of that depart-
ment told me, that there would be no difficulty whatscever in

my reading the papers as much s I wished, but on one condition

only: that I would obtain the permission of the Ministar.
At that - there was nothing else to do than to apply to Count

Ciano - whom - I until that moment had never met.

Fascist Propagands

Count Cianc recelved me with the utmost ocourtesy, and
a8 soon as I had informed him of the character of my visit,
he gave me the permission to read all the papers and maga-
zines, which I desired. At this promise, I rose to leave,
but he detained me by saying, that he had reserved three
quarters of an hour, because he wished to discuss a few
things with me. I was very much surprised at this request,
becauss usually journallists like to hear the opinions of
ministers - and not the contrary. But I sald: "I notice
that You read guite a few newspapers?" He replied that he
followed the press with great attention. I wondersd a bit

ironically, if he found anything of intersst in our papers.
At this....
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At this, he replied: ™Many more interesting reports than
many of our ministers can produce." I watched him with
great surprise. "That what You say is & very serious thing
in regard to our diplomecy." He smiled, saying "I did
certainly not refer to the articles of Gayda. They are

it seems, not even worth :'uuald.j.l:ll.p_{\.."r "And why do You make
him write them then?" "Certainly I doa't". "I do not

wish to contradict You, but permit me to remind You, that
Gayda recently published an article, whers he supported the
idea that Ttaly ought to have half of Africa, from the
Atlantic to the Indian Ocean. A similar article must have
besn inspired, if pnot directly dictated, by no other than
Your Ministry."™ He answered to this with indignation: ©I
have never inspired nor suthorized such axtravagances. That
article was one of Gayda's personal articles. After reading
it, I felt very bad about it and found it deplorable.”
"Allow me to make two observations: In the first place, an
officlal journalist has no right whatscewver to permit him-
self such & "personal initiative" - and if he does - the
day after the publication of such an article, he can no lon-
ger be considered an offiecial journalist,

In the second place: All the papers receive their in-
structions from the Board of Education to publish articles
of mentioned kind. Therefore the initiative was t aken by
the Board of Education (the Ministry) end not by Gayda.
"You are wrongly informed. It is not true."™ "I can assure
¥You that it is true." "Tt is not true. I can give You my
word as to that." I remained silent and stupeflied. But in
‘that moment everything seemed to reveal itself; the vast
disorganization of the Fasoist propaganda. The Minister of

the Board of Education, Pavolini, hed probably grasped
BOmMB .. s
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some of Mussclini's phrases, and in the belief that he would
merit himself, forwarded instructions to the press, but
evidently these instructions were given without the know-
ledge of the Foreign Minister, who knew nothing about 1t
until he read the papers. When Ciano then protested,
Pavolini denied having given instructions assuring that
Gayda and the other papers had written the articles on thelr
own personal initiative. As it was, the discusslons regar-
ding the press and the diplomacy were ended - and I was
quietly expeoting the Minister to guestion me. After m

few moments of silence, he asked me, what I thought of the
sltuation. I hesitated in replying, because after all, he
was the Minister of Forelgn Affairs, whom I talked to for
the first time in my life, and furthermore, I was not sure
bow far I dared go in spesking my mind, but being induced

by him to speak frenkly, I finally decided to do so. I
told him, that according to my convietion the war was
already lost - and that we were in = desperate situation.

I also told him, that it would have been still worse had
Garmany won the war, because we would have become slaves

wnder the German voke for centuries.
WITH RIBH P IN MILAN

Count Ciano approved vivaciously. He said: "It is=
exactly as You say. It is a terrible thing to have the
Germans a8 enemies, but still worse to have them as allies.
They fight like lions, but they understand nothing - and
just because they do not understand, they ruin themselves
as wellras those bound to them. They imagine certain

thinge and act amccordingly and stubbornly refuse to believe
or admit...
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or admit that things are different, even if they can touch
them with their own hands. When Ribbentrop went to London
as Ambassador, von Neurath, who at that time waa Foreign
Minister, surprised me with s dull-witted joke, He said:
'"Von Ribbentrop will experience for himself that it is
easier to receive a "yes" when one goes to London as a rep-
regsentative introducing a new mark of champagne, than when
golng there as Ambassador to Germany.' In faot, Ribbentrop
experienced it. And after that he wanted to punish England;
punish it because she had not said "yes" to his demands, hed
not  mccepted the Wazi greeting. In faot, he wished to
punish, because things were not as he had thought them to be
and consequeatly did not work out the way he had imagined.”
I was very much surprised at Count Clano's frankness of
gpeach and I told him so. I even mdvised him to be moras
careful. But he told me, that he was in the habit of speak-
ing his mind openly. ™"Furthermore - whom would it hurt?
Mussolini®" And at these words he shrugged hls shoulders.
"To the Germans? But the Germans owed him gratitude, I
have given them the bast of advice. I told them: 'Do not
start the war! Do not start it, because You will lose it
and ruin yourselves sltogether.' The facts have proved that
I was right in what I predicted. 8o they ought to pay me
homage." "Homage"- I sald -"no, on the contrary, they will
never forgive You. The beaten man never forgives the one
that gave him the good advice that would have saved him:
never forgives the one, who on every occasion cen say: "I
told You sol™ "It is true™, he replied -"but after sll,
they can do what they please to me. I went to say what I
think." He then turned to me with e question MBut do they
know...
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know how I think outside?" At that moment I realized that
the publie might be informed of his anti-German attitude. I
replied 'yes, they know a 1ittle.” "And what is the publie
opinion?" I shrugged my shoulders and replied "Well, they
sey it is alright, but, there 1s the iron-pact?" His face
derkeped ms he sald "aAh! in regard to toat, they will one
day find out how 1t was oonoluded.” I replied that I might
already know, or belleved that T knew. He responded that he
waes ocurious to know if it were true and I thea proposed bto
relate thet which I knew, and 1f I were Wrong, he should
please correct me, He accepted and I started my version of
the paoct:

#you left for Milan to meet Ribbentrop. Up to that
moment no pact had ever been mentloned between Italy and
Germany. Theres was an egreement betweea You end Mussolini,
that it would be worth while siding with Germany and use
it as a valumble playcard im the game with Englapd, bub
You never had the intention of letting things go too fer,
but to keep things within a certaln limit." Oianc followed
oy story with growing gurprise. As I made a peuse, he ex-
plaimed "Examctly, so 1t was!"™ "fou had hardly arrived in
Milan and soarcely communicated wWith Ribtbentrop when You
were callsd toc the telephome. It was Rowme ealling. Over
the wire came the voice of Mussolini. He sald: *offer
them & militery alliance.® You remained speechless. Then
You tried to object, but Mussolini insisted, 'I have told
you to offer Ribbentrap a milltary allisoce.' And then
You msked to have the mein paragraphs of the proposed pact
diotated, And - in fact - there wers three paragraphs =

the moat...
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the most lmportant. Once more Count Ciano interrupted me
with the words "Just examctly, so it happened". "Then You
proposed the agreement to Ribbentrop, and the former seamnead
just as surprised at Your request, as You were, when You
received the order from Mussolini. He esked You for a

souple of days tims, to be able to get in eontact with
Hitler mnd to have his lnstructlions. In one way or another
he hed to justify his prolonged stay ino Milen, and there-
fore let himself be. ciceroned arcund the oity - churches

and mopuments for three days. "NWo", gorrected Count Clano -
"two days - this, being the only mistake made in Your other-
wige exact versiocn.” "But it is of smell importance,” I said.
nufter two days the instructions ocame - gnd the iron-pact was
gsigoned. Am I right? "Very right™ replied Clano. "Strange

how precisely these things are known."
QLINI'S 0H

After having finished the story of the iron-pact, we
turned to other topiecs. All of a sudden Count Clanoc made
g new inguiry. ™#hat impression did You have of Mussolini's
speech?” I hesitated. To gain & few moment's time for Te-
fleotion, I replied "How shell I answer You? As one answers
an old Café friend? "If I ask, it 1s because I wish to know
the truth.” ™fell," I replied resoclutely, "very bad®, "Is
it Your personal impresesion, or that of others?” "It is my
personal impression as well as thet of all people with good
gense, that I since then have talked to." "ind why?" "I
sould mention a hundred reasons. I will begin with the most
ipsignificant of ell, so insignificant, that it seems almoat
ridiculous. For instance "The smoking-suit at five"™ and I
will close with the more serious one, the mdvice to the

Italian...
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.d Italisn populstion to move away from the larger centers.

Just as Lf the poor Italians were rich tourists, all of
whieh possessed villes outside Milan end Turdn.” I hed

not ohosen this argument by mere chance, &s I had a presen-
timent, that there was a rift between my listener and
Mussolinl. And in fact, ss I cited "smoklng at five"
Clanc's fece lightened up in a large understanding smile.
But when I mentioned the Mussolini advlce Lo move eway from
the large cities, He interrupted me &t once., "Not only thatti”
he cried, but the government does pothing. They advise the
Italisns to move out of Milen, Turin and Genca, they advise
MMuMnrmwnmhnuhnnnmmaMwthmhm
government do? Not one single thing to prepare lodgings
for all thess pecple , not one single preparation to assist
them in any way. They give an edvice - and then they wash
tielr hands. And that is not ell. Mussolinl says, Ghat
the Italian soldiers are geod, 1f they are well commanded
and well armed, fine! And who has the responsibility of
commending them well? Wijo is the one to arm them well?"I
looked et him in great surprise. Then I said "I wish to glve
¥ou an advice. Flease do not telk that way in the future,
because You will have trouble." He shrugged his shoulders.
nFrom Mussolini I have nothing to fear.” Tragic ingenuity.

WY MUSSOLINI HATED HITLER
IT1
The gonversation turned once more to the Germens.
As it is over a year and a half since this private talk
took place - and being that 1t was a very loang one, I cannct
posaibly remember everything that was said, or the different
turns of the conversation, nor why and how we came To pass

froMees
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from one subject to another. I am trying to be as examot
as possible in relating th; toples discussed by the Count
and myself.

Count Cliano spoke of the Germesns with a deeply-rooted
hatred. We remember his speech of the léth Dec, 1939, where
the hostility of the Fascist foreign politics keenly proved
to be anti-Germen. He sald, that at the time the reception
roome of his Forelgn Ministry were thronged with wvisitors,
but as scon as the rumour was spread of his disagreement with
Mussclinl, they were guickly ambandoned apd the visltors disep-
peared. T remarked "If You had gone to the German Ambassy,
You would imve found them there. They only changed waiting-
roome." He answered "Yes, that is probable."

An sbsurd situstlon

I asked Count Clano, if T must consider myself bound to
keep secret what he had confided to me. IHe hesitated a 1ittle
before he replied "Well - it would not hurt them to know my
opinion of the Germans, or what do You say? He cherished
the thought that his anti-Cermen sentiments hed, or would
procure him & certein popularity. I was oruel enough to
tell him, that he had better tear himself from eny illusions
of that kind. I esked him "Why don't You ask for Your dis-
misgsal? Once more his face darkened. He replied "I
wanted to do so. Indeed, I had already decided, if one can
term it so. When we entered the war, You will remsmbar
that I enrolled. My ldea was this - as a country eagaged
in a very serious war could not get along without a Poreign
Minister, I could not just leave after a week's notlce,
but they would have to substitute me. In this way, I would

have reached my goal, which was to leave the government
without...
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without slamming the door behind me. But the war with
France ended all of a sudden and ay caloulstions blew up
like scap-bubbles. I was called back for the Armistice
negotiations - and once more I was caught. "But'I said,
"f I understand right, You were already long aware of the
great danger that the Hitlerian Germany would be to Italy
and for Burcpe." "I have always regarded German polities
with seeing eyes. I have always understood that Germany
marched boldly towerds war anéd that we were g playoard in
,thelr game; a card that would be secrificed at the first ap-
portunity. And If I hed not come to understand it by my-
self, if I had not s-en with my own eyes - Attolice would
have made me see.” "The Ambassador to Berlin, does he see
clearly? "He always did. His reports were a constant ery
of alarm. It can be safid, that he had hardly arrived in
Berlin, before he knew, before he understood that Garmany
wanted war and was prepared for it - and would to any coat
force the outbreak of that wer."

When he leter on read a part of his diary to me, these
same words met me from the pages, but it also occcurred,
that while Attolico cmlled our attention with allarming
cries, the Counselor to the Embassy in Berlin, Magistreti,
brother-in-law of the Minister, wrote optimistic and tran-
quilizing letters, as to the German situstion and Wazi poli-
ties, "You see," I sald,"that sometimes our Ambessadors are
worth & little mam than the journslists." "But tell me, if
he were such a good Ambassador, why must he leave? Maybe
Just for thet reason: of being a good Ambassador?" He
refused to anewer my question.

fier nte bassador

I will now make an extensive parenthesis, Later when
Count ...
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Count Clano invited me to his house to read me the diary, I
was to kmow the true course of things. Under a certaln date,
following notification was read: "In the car keckensen
informed in a confidential menner, that Attolico was not
1iked in Berlin and that we would have to call him back.

He made me understand that there were two acceptable names

on the 1ist. These were Farinacci and Alfierl. As I listened
to the reading of this passage, I observed: "so - the Itallan
Ambassador to Berlin was practically chosen by the German
Government®.Clano replied with & vague nod, which could be
quoted as: "As You ses; so0 it was". I ocould not help smi-
ling, "And thus Alfieri was appointed Ambassador to Berlin?"
"Un jeuns homme trés gentil, compldtement dépourvu d'intelli-
gence." This was the definition made by Miss Fontanges,

the adventuress with whom Mussolini had had a ridiculous
sdventure. Count Cimno smiled, "What choice have You? From
two evils, You choose the least bad."” I once more asked,
"And d4id not Mackensen assign also Anfuso?" "Ho he did not.
Anfuso hed slweys besen considered pro-German, but Mackeusen
d1d4 not essign him." MAlways pro-German" I replied surprised.
"But how is that? I have a literary friend with whom he
always hes anti-German disputes." MYes, I know," said

Count Clane. "You mean a oertaln Sieilian hnv-liub.,bub in
spite of this, he has always been pro-Germen." I remmined
speechless, Oount Clenc's reply polnted to two small
puzzles, of which one was & little difficult to lolfg. and
the other almost impossible.  The first was: the Siecilian
Wovelist, Vitalisno Brencetl, well - there was Anfuso, who
for years had made anti-German debastes with Brancatl - who

‘happened to be an old frieand of hie, from his earliest

youth...
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youth - and - who in reality, was pro-Germen? It seemed
more than strange. The second mystery: Anfuso made
anti-German debates with Brancati and Count Ciano was well
informed as to this. I realized that, when he made the
comment "Yes, that Sicilian Mowvelist,"™ But by whom was
he soc well informed? Evidently by Anfusoc himself. Strange!
And why? For what reason? I must confess that I could
not solve this mystery. And for this reason, I close this
extended paranthesis and continue my conversation with
Count Clanc.
Senseless words

At a prolonged pause, I inguired "Why do You not
write down Your memories? TYou have partaken of and assis-
ted at such strange and important happenings, that it
pould be considered Your duty to make them known." Once
more a large, understanding smile brightened up his face
a8 he replied: "It is already done.”™ He rose and went to
a small safe, which was near the window. He took out a
large note-book bound im black. I noticed that there were
geveral of the same kind, but he only took forth one.
Closing the safe, he returned to his seat and laid the
book on the table. "It is my diary", he said. He was
still emilipng and seemed plemsed, "Years back I started
writing down the important things that heppened during the
day." He opened the book. It was written with a oclear,
upright haodwriting. WNo cancelations were toc be seen.
Here and there extra pages were folded and attached. I
complimented him for the nestnecs with which it was written.
There was a note of vanlty ln hie volece as he replied:
"You koow, I was onoe & Journalist." Then he added
Joklogly...
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Jokingly: "Do You believe me, when I say, that if things
should go wrong for me, I sould sell this to any foreign
country and receive enough for it, to be able to live."
"Doubtless - I said - but meanwhile You could read some

of it to me." He looked amilingly at me and vivacliously
exclaimed "Just to You! WNo, never, never." "Why do You

aay "Just to You,' why not read it to me as well as to
somebody else?" He continued saying no to my requesta,

but all the time I knew that he had a great desire to read
me something. The book lay open on the table. ™You have
asked me what Mussolini thinks of the Germans." Indeed, I
did not recall having 'msked a similar guestion, but replied
either yes or po. I quietly waited for him to begin. ™Well,
just see what happened to come under my eyes: the naws had
been transmitted that the German troups had entered Rumenia,"
he began reading from the open page of the dlary. "Musao-
linil ocalled me to the Venezian Falace. He wes enraged.

He oried out: ‘'onoce more CGermany hes played one of its
plotted tricks. But, next time Hitler opens the newspapers,
he will read that I ﬁnvu attasked Greece.' He was silent
for s moment, then he let his flst drop down on the table
and cried '"Corfu'."™ I burat out laughing. I could ploture
the scene; I saw the man, who had dreamt that he dominated
his ally, suddenly wake up and find himself hls slave.

Above all, I saw him furlously pounding the table with his
rist, erying out "Corfu®™. ™But why Corfu?" I demanded.

"He had many good reasons for being angry with the G;rmana.
Vihy should he just choose Corfu? for which he was indebted
to the English. Revenge the death of Traisno. Moreover King

Carlo...
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Carlo, Roman Emperor. "You eriticize too much"- said
Count Ciano 8milingly - and I will not read You any more."
And with these words he closed the diary. I insisted that
he read me some other part, but it was in wain. "4s You
wish"- I said - ™mut one day You will resd it all to me."

These words slipped over my lips.

CHINESE AND JAPANESE

We also discussed the Orient. Count Ciano had been
in China for quite some time and had a profound knowledge
of the Chinese people. He spoke of them with great sym-
Pathy. He boasted of belng the first ons to realize that
the Chinese would have become good soldiers. He learned
this by watehing the Shanghai police - which - as we know -
is mixed: ome part being Chinese and the other European
and Japenese. He considered the Chinese bolios to be the
best of all. It was tha Japanese, who with thelr brutelity
and bestial cruelty had foroed thess beaceful pecple to
become warriors, but Count Ciamnp was convinoed that the
Japanese would never succeed in breaking the Chinese resis-
tance. They could never go through with an ocoupation of
the vast Chinese territory. They would oaly be able to
cast forth their spedition corpse. When the ananggﬁyﬂgf
rived, they set fire to a few houses, destroyed some
villages - then passed, without leaving other traces be-
hind them than a couple of hundred of graves. And the
wer spread around the country like fire. Tt could be
likened to a ship that cleaves the water: the sea cpens
up - and immediately closes - no trace is left. While he

Was talking, I could not help thinking of the unhappy
destiny...



e

destiny of that man, who had given up in everything, who

==

acted contradietory to his own feelings and opinionsa.

Later - as I walked downstairs from the Chigi Palace,
I asked myself why Cliano had told me all these thinga, and
I arrived at the conclusion, that some was sald because he
wished to tell it - and furthermore, wished to make a
good impression upon me, whom he considered an intellectual
with a certain standing, and at last, maybe for the craving
of just speaking to somebody. And I thought to myself:
Maybe I will be sble to print it all - one day.

PORFIRIO




e e _
- e =\ ‘ e l""l- e Foldite U=

THE PCRBONAL REFERESENTATIVE OF THE
FRESIOLET OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINEES THE FOPE
2 Via Boncompagni Rome, Sepamber 1B, 1944.

My dear Mr. Fresident:

T am sending you herewith copy of = latter dated
September 9, 1944 which I have received from Monslgnor
I. B. Montini, Under Secretary of State of the Holy See.

It contains m message from His Hollnase, the Pope,
{n reply to a commnication of mine on the coccasiom of
the Pope's recent allocution in which, it scemed to ma,
thers wera m.ny mattsrs to be praised and of which 1%
soemed wise to take notice.

I am nleo enslosing copy of =Y letter of 3eptember
4, 154i addressed to His Holiness, Pope Fius XIl.

With kKpd regards, believe me

Sinceraly yours,

v

Myron G. Taylor
Zpolosuresi

to the Pope, Septemoor 4f
from Mgr. Montini, Sept. Fe

Tha sresidsat
The White Housze

Weshington,



Dal Vaticano, 11 § September 1944

Zegreteria DL Stato

DiSus Santita

Your Excellency:

At the gracious behest of His Holiness, it is my honored
duty to convey to you His profound appreciation of your es-
teemed note of September 4, 1944, It was with a sense of real
satisfaction that His Holiness learned of Your Excallency's
warm and, indeed, enthusimstic coneurrence in the directives
which He emunciated in His redio message to the world September
1, 1944,

It was & source of particular encouragement and scnsclation
to the Sovereign Pontiff to find thet Your Excellence not only
approved of the guiding principles set forth on that occasion,
but also regarded them as fully within the realm of realization
and as milestones on the forward path for the attailmment of a
greater and more enduring world happiness.

The reference made by His Holiness to the Internaticonal
Orgenization for the Preservaticn of Peace, in which the President
of the United of America has manifested so great an intersst, was
but snother imdicstion of the heartfelt desire of the Holy See
to foster and encoursge any project for the establishment and
furtherance of a just end enduring peace.

His Holiness would have me assure you of His prayerful
sonfidence that the attalmment of the objectives outlined in
His discourse and generously seconded by Your Excellency will,
through the sincere cocoperation of mem of good will everywhere,
be permanently secured as & heavenly blessing on men and om
nations.

With the repewed assuranse of my cordisl sentiments of
highest consideration, I am, Your Excellency,

Very sincerely yours,

/8/ T. B. Montini

His Excellency

¥r. Myron Taylor

Personal Representative of

The President of the United States
To Hie Holiness Pops Plus XII

Via Boncompagni 2, Rome.



THE PERSOMAL REPREBENTATIVE OF THE
FRESIDENT OF THE UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINESS THE mopE Home, Septembar 21, 1944,

My dear Mr, President:
I an sending you herewith 2opy of a letter dated
June 6, and of my reply dated August 19, together witan
my confidential letter dated August 3 to Secretary Hull,
It may be that this correspondence has not reached your
bands, but I think it is important emough for ma to send
you a copy for your confidential consideration., It would
be unfortunate to have this correspondence get into public
hands owing to its confidential character,
With best regards, believe me, Dear Mr, Fresident,
Sincerely yours,
—,
47&1— e /. a-.-.,cd-—‘.
Myron C. Taylor
Enclosures:
as listed,

The President
The Woite House

Washington, D.C.



Personal and Private 6th June 1944

My dear Myron laylor,

I received your letter of May 22nd a few days ago, in
which you wondered how far the views 1 had put to you {n
previous letters had been modified or expended owlng to

the events of the war or the lapse of time itself. I have
accordingly refreshed my memory with coples of these letters
and am interested to find how little I should be inclined

to change any of their general conclusions.

As regards the Buropean situation I still believe that
the right ultimate solution is some sort of loose Federation
or Commonwealth of the main body of European nations west
of the Russian frontier. In such & Commonwealth & chastened
and regenerated Germany must obviously play her part, and
that is why I am all against long term punishment and all
in favor of drastic punishments, economic and territorial,
to be carried out at the moment of victory. A good deal of
that will be looked after by those who have been the victims
of German oppression, as wa{i as by internal trouble in
Germany itself. But I would not, for instance, wait for
any peace treaty before expelling the German population of
East Prussia and other districts which are to go to Foland,
and begioning to colonize them with the Poles whom Russia
is 1 gather willing to release.

I fully realise that the conception of & Eurcpean
Commonwealth, which Churchill and almost every speaker in
the recent House of Commons debate have blessed, may not be
very palatable to the Russians, and there may be an initial
stage in which we may be mainly concerned in bringing to-
gether the states of Western Europe and letting them form
a nueleus of the future European Union. But that should
be only a transitory stage and should not be allowed, by
the consistent exclusion or depression of Germany, to drive
her into Russia's arms. The Russian system expanding to
the Rhine might very well become a menace to Western civie
lization such as Mackinder has envisaged in his book. In
any case 1 still feel as strongly as ever that neither this
country, fior Russia nor the United States, could, for vary-
ing reasons, become actual members of a European Common-
wealth though concerned actively in facilitating and spon-
laring it during the early years of its growth. You will
find the argument on this developed in a recent lecture

br-'-
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by Sir Walter Layton which L think hes been freely published
on your side, aswll as in Coudenhove-galergi's latest book,
and alsc in one of the chapters in my little book "The Frame-
work of the Future" which L sent you some time ago.

There is, however, one aspect of the matter which may
confront us whether we like it or not. Judging from what
is happening in the Balkans, 1 think also in ltaly, and
probably, when the time comes, in Germeny and in her satel-
lites, there is very little imnediate vitality or energy
in the Democratic farties as compared with the enthusiasm
and ruthless aggressiveness of the Communist rarties, who
will certainly not miss the opportunity afforded by the
breakdown of Germany in order to seize power at the criti-
cal moment. Ain this they may be helped by the very fact
that there is no real essential difference between Fascisam,
Nazism and Communism in that the kind of young men who have
been ardent Nazis or Fascists may many of them easily become
ardent Communists. We may therefore have to face the possi-
bility of a preliminary stage of widespresad Communism, or
something near it, followed no doubt in time by a reaction
towards more moderate and democratic policies. Meanwhile
both the movement towards the Extreme Left and the subsequent
reaction may all help to tone down the extreme Nationalism
which has broken up Europe and in that way ease the path
towards European reconstruction.

Une thing, as L said in my letter of February of last
year, that it is really important for you to realise, is
that economic policy in these matters connot be divorced
from the political objective., Lf there is to be any form
of European Union it cannot be on the basis of maintaining
the Most ravoured Nation Clause, but only on the assumption
that the European nations, like those of the British Empire,
are entitled to give each other whatever special eoconomic
terms they wish in order to promote and encourage their
Union, and that that cannot be any ground for complaint by
any nation outside. I will go even further in expressing
m¥ strong personal views that the preseat economic outlook
oI your Government bears very little relation to the econo-
mic trend in the world as a whole and looks much more, as
seen from this end, like an attempt to restore nineteenth

century individualist economics in a world which has inevi-
tably become nationalist, even though the process is to

some extent concealed from American eyes by the lmmense
development of the United States behind a nationalist econo=-
mie poliey in the past. it may well be in the interest of

the United...
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the United States themselves, as it was in ours a hundred
years ago, to lower their tariffs, possibly even to indulge
in ¥ree ‘'rade. but that doesn't mean that there is the
least likelyhood of other countries following their example,
or indeed that it would be for their benefit or for that

of the world as & w.ole that they should do so. You will,

1 daresay, have studied the valuable monograph entitled

"lhe United States in the world Economy" published by your
Department of Commerce. rrom that it is clear that the
@rsat European depression between the two wars was not due,
as current legend sometimes asserts, to high tariffs, quotas
and exchange restrictions, even if your 1930 Hawley-Smoot
tariff may have accentuated it. Lt was due primarily to the
nations, more particularly of Burope, getting back onto the
gold standard with the help of lavish American lending and
so having the whole basis of their econcmic life pulled
away from under them when Americans, first for the sake of
their own boom and secondly because of their own &l ump, with-
drew their suprort. The Most ravoured Nation Clause preven-
ted them from giving éach other mutual preference ans so
keeping trade and credit circulating within their own borders,
and was therefore a main contributory cause of the disaster,
The memorandum points out that the only possibility for a
world of free multilateral trading and investment depends on
the future internal as well as external stability of the
American esonomic system. But who can guarantee thaty <he
memorandum on the other hand also points out that the other
countries recovered even quicker than the United States, or
Canada which was closely tied up with you, as a result of
the various measures which may have impeded world trade but
stimulated domestic production.

1 think you will find that all the nations practically
after this war will want to build up their own economics on
Luv basis or stability of employment and meintenance of
their domestiec standards. For that purpose they will have
to keep their hands free to impose whatever regulations may
at any moment be convenient and will be very reluctant to
commit themselves to any far-reaching agreement tending in
the direction of freer international trede. In our own
case we shall have tremendous difficulties, for mapy years
1 think, in paying our way in the world, i.e., in being able
to export enough to cover our immediate requirements in the
shape of raw materials and such food stuffs as we cannot
reasonably produce in this country. But that means that we
shall have to give wvigorous protection to our domestic agri-
culture and keep out unnecessary luxuries and manufactured

goods. ..
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goods, and that we can only afford tc relax that policy in
return for definite concessioms in cther markets, and not
merely on the off-chance of inereasing our export trade in
the world at large under a regime of low tariffs and Most
Favoured Nation Clause,

I would go even further and express my own grave doubts
whether anyt in the nature of the proposed Monetary
Fund is either likely to come off or to be of benefit to the
world if it did. it is after all based on the assumption
that the maximum of international trade is the main object
and that parity of exchange is an important contributory
factor in international trade and ihvestment. But for coun-
tries which base their policy, as most countries will in
future, on stability of employment and producticn and conse-
quently also on the stability of the price level internally,
it will be far more important to be free to exercise complete
control over exchange and inveatment than to enjoy the minor
convenience of internaticnal party of exchange.

In all these matters we here seem to be in a state of
considerable uncertainty. ''he Government has just issued
a White Faper on Employment which is based entirely on the
principle that stablility of employment depends on the regu-
tation and control of expenditure and investment. But it
only applies the primeiple with regard to domestic expendi-
ture and investment and makes no attempt to follow it up
in its application to the control of imports or of foreign
investments. I have just come across an article in your
New York Ywimes which draws attention to this lack of illogi-
cal coherance on our part and enclose a copy of it in case
you may not have seen it.

1l see mr. Cordell Hull has been raising the question
of a world organization to preserve peace, as indeed has Mr.
Churchill. My own profound conviction is that so long es
it is clearly understood that the world organization exists
for conference and conciliation and, as such, definitely
excludes coercion from its purview, it may fulfil a very
useful function in creating world opinion in favour of
peace and in helping to edjust many minor differences, whieh,
if allowed to develop, might become more serious. OUn the
pther hand, if the world organization professes, again as
such, to enforce peace it will inevitably break down and
by its very existence paralyze the action of individual na-
tions who might be prepared tc preserve peace. The League
of Nations played a very useful part during the years

between...
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between 1925, when we definitely rejected the ueneva
protocol, and 1935, when we committed ourselves to the
coercion of ltaly by sanctions. During those ten years
British policy made it quite elear that it did not believe
in the use of sanctions and only regarded the League as
an instrument of conciliaticn. J1f that policy had been
followed it might have been quite easy for France and
ourselves together quietly to tell Ltaly that we could
not allow her to swallow Abyssinia, and to arrive at

some reasonable compromise. As it was, once the thing
waes referred to the League of Nations, the first step was
to hamstring the Abyssinians, by saylng that arms should
not be sent to either disputant. After that it was quite
obvious to Mussolini that the League never meant real
business and he got away with it. On the other hand the
pinpricking policy of the League so exasperated him that
it drove him straight into Hitler's arms, whereas in the
spring of that year he had been prepared at Stresa to co-
operate with ¥rance and ourselvesa in setting definite
limits to Hitler's restless ambition. So 1 definitely
take the view that those who favoured "putting the teeth
into the League™ were mainly responsible for the present
war, and that any similar poliey i1s far more likely to
promote a world war tham to prevent it.

In all that L have dictated above L have been frankly
expressing my personal opinions. ‘hey are very far
indeed from being the opinions of the british Government
as a whole or of Mr. Uhurchill, or of the mein beody of
British publie opinion. All the same 1L believe the event
will prove them right. Anyhow, L have stated them with
uncompromising frankness.

You must have been greatly relieved to know that
Rome has not only been liberated but liberated intact.

With every good wish,

Yours sincerely,

The Hon. Myron rayler.



copy

Rome, August 3, 1944
PERSMNAL AND OS]

Dear Mr, Secretary:

During the last few years I have sent you from time to
time the letters that I have received from a dist inguished
correspondent in London. These letters had to do with settle-
ments during and after the war and the creationm of an inter-
national organization tc preserve the peace of the world,

Some little time befors I left home for my present desti-
nation I wrote my British correspondent ipnquiring whether =
because of the progress of the war - the views he had exprezsed
in previous letters had been modified or expanded. I have now
had forwarded from my office the enclosed private and confiden-
tial letter which I think will he of interest to you. The
President and yourself have had access to the previous corres-
pondence; no coples of it, however, are on fhle sither at the
White House or at the State Department, and it is not desired
that the present letter should reach the files or be offered
for reading by others than the President and yourself. I have
eliminated the name and title of the suthor.

I assume that the President is absent and that you will
bring this letter to his attentiom upon his returm. I am not
sending a copy to him personally because of his absence,

With kindest regards, believe me

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure:
Copy of letter dated
June 6, 1944 B 7
Jtate Dopt. Lotcer, 1-11-
- \ FEB 22 1972

J; Behauble Date_____o
The Honorable By

Cordell Hull
Secretary of State
Washington,
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vour ready response to my letter regarding terms to be
{mposed upon Germeny - and 1 repeat imposed - quite agrees
with my not only recent but continued conviction that thers
should be no armistice, no conference in the rirst instance;
in other words, that we pass from active warfare to military
oocupatiog which should disarm and render lonoocuoue the war
potential of Germany as a whole, and not oply that, but under
one concept of control or another to contipua for an indefinite
future to inspect the gperman productive equipment so that war
materials cannot be produced without jllled knowlsdge, cnd that
facilities be organized so that if peaceful methods of suopression
are not affective, forceful measures may be employed in the earliest
gtages, preventing dangerous developments and consequences.

g idse in its last featurs seems at varlance with jyour owm
remaris regarding the scope of authority of an international organ-
{zation for the pressrvation of peace. T am convinced that unless
gane provision is mads lor continued inspection = with facilities
for enforcement when necessary - all plans to pressrve psoce will
taiTe 377 Owh originel conmception regarding the partitioning ol
periany has undergone considerabls change during the past several
years due, perhaps, to taking a longer view of the future, and
probably because at home 1, with Summer Welles, wers almeost alone
in insisting upon a thres-region partition of Usrmany. wear of
greating an rredenta in future was the moving impulase behind the
opposing argimente. Then too, the idea seems in the final analysis
to be in opposition to the second project discussed, i.e., a wederal
Union of Buropean Ststes, w¥ own earliest approesch which I likewise
defended was like your own; that therecould be no Suropean political
security without ecomomic collaboration, ~nd thst the Joundation of
the former rested upon the stability of the latter.

gome of us here struggled long and faithfully with = plan for an
gastarn Burcpean pnion as & bulfer between nussia and Germeny. e

tried

DECLASSTFTED

Btato Dept. | citer, Hﬂﬁ 22 -ﬂ“rz

By J. Bchaubde Date___ -
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tried out many pluns for unified transportaticn, customs arrange=
ments, trads practices, momstary arrangemants, eto.ote. e found
ouraslves 1o a =maze ol difficultlies walch led us to Hove toward

the griond and similsr projects involving Europe as o whole [im=

oluding Gemsany)s yany of us have found difficulty in implenenting

this plan, at least in the warlier period of coqupation, for mllitary
oooupstion must be of conslderable durstion ln order to effect noces-
sary disarmanent, eto.ste. the cresatlion of a new ond depend able govern-
mant = 80 that L would say an Buropesan Commopwealth could ocaly be born
in the third period or in the latter part of the second = the Iirst beins
wer with unconditionsl surresder; the second the exercise of an unqual=
ified suthority over Yermany with sn effective military Goveraneat, the
destruction of the Soelalist party and all elements of autarehy, disa-r=
mamant and demobilization of the militsry machine and Gumanyra wer
potoatiel the institution of a progrem of restitution end reparation,
boginning of esopomio reconstruction, and to essist in erosting s dure
able political structurse,

.

phe third step, us T seo 1t, aod wo are boginning really too latae
to prepare for it = 1s the creation of en interontional orgapization to
Pressrve pasce. T g0 much further than you io this field, +¥f such an
organlzation 1s effeotive, it can control Geroany without the need for
partition, 71 worked a loag time on the territorial lines Lo ba drawn
in partitloning Gerssny. (yr. Wellss hos made some 1o his book = wrhe
ploe Cor Doclsion” - Hurparis, recently published), I wao never satis-
fisd with my own thiniing on ‘his feature. your review of past eXpar-
lence with the rsague is interssting and of cource mocursts, saveral
polnte ip thechain of events of thoss days stond ocut Lo clear roliafy

I, he peague was powerless to snforce its decislons, for no
provislion was msde for real enforcamant,

II. priteln ard Fraoce were not alive to thelr danger - or if
they were, their feilure to act in the earliest days was the srossest
negligence,

gome of us who vislted Zurope every year knew of the danger and
marveled that pothing was badng done,

with the p. 5. A, outside the peague, there wes mll the more
rosson why Britain, yrance and the puropean countries should Leve
protected thomselves before L1t wos almost »ico later, nut tiat io
=pold stuffe, so Lo speak.

I = a firm bellever in en interonticnal organisation wwith
teath® = real ntesaths,

T believe the plan we developed in the gtote Departaent which is

belng
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being discussed by the Four Powers in Washin:ston this week and which
you have seen or soonm will see, ie a workable plan. 8 the features
regarding the regulation of armaments and specifying forces and facil-
ities to be avallable require leglslative ratification, it would seem
wise now to have a pour power interim sgresment to provide force to
keep the peace for the third period from the epd of the fighting until
such special sgreamants cnn be formulatsed and concluded,

Your observations regarding world economic problems interests me
very muchs +vyour profound interest in this phase of national and
internstional affairs is based upon similar belief on my part. The
political structure is dependent upon the economic for its pemanence.
pow far national intersstf is to be or in some cases must be paramount
is a question requiring careful study.

1y reaction after months of effort to frame a simple formula
that would be applicable and workable as well as enduring, left me
in doubt. This state of mind was not improved by our preliminary
discussions in the Washington meetinge between your ecomomic expsrts
and our own last September-getober of which I scted as phairman,. we
roached only a preliminary stage, but went far enough to develop many
of the difficulties, we reached no definite conclusions, we adjournred
to reassemble in ranuary, but did not. pothing hes happened since
except in certain special fields such as aviationm, #il, etc,etc.

Your paragraph 3, page 2 et sge, leads to further doubt whether a
world economic policy of a permanent character is possible, Qne per-
manent feature of the proposed international organization that has
been stressed a good deal is an economic bureau which would make a
continuing study of international trade and comuerce, and serve in
gourse of time to bring about somes of the major projects for a more
free world trade,

In toe mtress of war and its conclusion and its immediate after—
math 71 am not confident that the various mpd mizhty questions in the
fleld of national and world economy can be made clear on the scundest
lines, or translated into iumediste practice, so fluctuating are the
movements of trade, influenced by varying productive factors affedting
cost, eto.ste. vyour expressed thoughts are far more orystollized than
Oy owne AN economic comaission to study such projects could be set up
promptly, and in time it could give way to or be sbsorbed by that arm
of the lnternatiocnal organization which would deal permanently with
those problems.

R®Zarding wyorld Bank and Stebilization runds - the pretton yoods
gonferance did its best, I assume, to find a sound and workable plan

in both



in both fields, aoything resulting requires the approval, at least
through appropriation of funds, et least with us, of our CongTesd.
yuoh tims may be taken in debate, the cutooms of which depends on a
mumber of fagtors, political and sconamic. qne can hardly predict the
mtm“. publie opinion is divided - our banking communlty are oppossd
to both.

Thess, thenm, are By frank observations on the soveral questlons
which pressnt the greatest opportunlty for clear wd wise thinking and
antion which cmn come to us in gnnbrnum". will we memsurs up to lte

prs. Taylor has joiped me here whare we Lsve a house at 22 yia
pregorians.

wour Prime yinister is here for a fow dnys. The oews of our
troope being in Parls came to us at luncheon. what s historic moment -
gome, paris, gerlin = it sounds 1ike & time table of an express train
or alrway.

yhen Yormany hes brought her réreining troops buck within her own
borders, she may make a figel offort, but it cannot lest long.

gur kind regards to your wife and yoursolf.

Sineceraly,
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THE PERSBONAL REFRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE Rome, September 21, 1944.

My dear Mr, President:

For your information, I am sending you herewith a
set of photographs which were arranged for by the office
of Frime Minister Bonomi at the time of the inauguration
of the National Agency for Distribution of Relief Supplies
in Itely., On the back of each photograph are indicated

the names and titles of those taking part in the Ceramony.,

Sincerely yours,

/éz-m-rﬂ"%-

Enclosure:

2 photographa,

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE W | | d
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA | ' ¥
TO HI& HOLINESS THE POPE \  Rome, September 22, 1944.

My dear Mr. President;

Recently I was invited by the present representative
of the founder family of the Bambino Gesh Hospital in Rome
(Marchesa Salviati) to visit the hospital, as I had been
through one experience or another, requested to visit
several civilian hospitals in Home, The ome in gquestion
proved to be a children's hospital where 500 children up
to 5 years of age were cared for, Many of them were
orphans from poor families, and a few came fram more
representative families who for ons reason or ancther
found it desirable to have their offspring cared for by
this institution. I visited the hospital and found it
f£=bedy clean and orderly and cared for by an irmaculate
group of nuns and a very high class staff of doctors
headed by a cousin of the Pope as director.

During the course of our conversation I spoke of
the use of pemiecillin: they knew nothing sbout it except as
8 name, I thought it might be interesting for them to learn
more about it from some of the medical and surgical officers
in one of the Army hospitals where the substance ig being
used with such great success. I therefore suggested that
the group should come some day to our office where I invited
an experienced officer to give them useful information, This
took place last week and the reaction of the visitors was one
of great eppreciatiom., I em attaching hereto copy of a letter
from the dirsctor of the hospital in question who speaks on
behalf of those who attended the infommal meeting. I thought it
would be interesting for you to kmow that they are spreading the
gospel of good news wherever they come in contact wit b those who
are in darkness,

With kind regards, belisve me,
Sincerely yours,

R

on C. Taylor
Enclosure,
The President
The White House

Washington,



Homa, 11 14 settembre 1944

OSFEDALE
DEL BAMBINO GESU
ROMA

—_—

DIREZIGNE

Sir,

Hoth myself and my Ccollegues have ap reciated
very much the interesting lecture you had the
kindness to arrange for us.

Lhe subject was fully and clearly illustrated
and we all found the lecture greatly absorbing.

findly acecept our very best and grateful
thanks.

I am, 8ir, very respectfully

yours

{sgd) Dr. frof. rrancesco ulivieri
Sanitary pirector of the nospital

H. E. Myron Taylor
Via Boncompagni, 2
Homa
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE Rome, September 26, 1944

Dear Mr. President:

I am tranamitting herewith copy of a letter dated
September 23, 1944 which I have today received from the
Grand Master of the Sovereign Mi{litary Order of Malta,
enclosing a check for five hundred thousand lire as an
initial contribution to the cause of national relief in
Italy.

I would like to call your special attention to the
paragraph referring to the most helpful assistance given
by the Civilian War Relief of the American Red Cross to
the Sovereign Military Order of Malta durlng the period
before the entry of the allied troops in Rome.

I am sending copy of this document also to the head-
gquarters of the American Red Cross in Washington for its
information,

With kind regards, belieave me

sinazlr yours, (-'__""\.‘

Myron C. Taylor

Enclosure,
The President,
The White House

Washington,.
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Legazione del Sovrano Militare
ORDINE DI MALTA
Presso La 5. Sede Rome, September 23rd 1944.

Excellency,

As His Highness the Grand Master was temporarily absent
from Rome, I informed him at once by letter on the 15th inst.
of the meeting that had taken place on that same day, follow-
ing your invitation, of the various Chiefs of Mission of the
Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, in which you
informed us of the founding of the "Ente Nazionale dei Sog-
corsi",

His Highness returned yesterday to Home, and he asked
me to express to you all his admiration and deep apprecia-
tion for your special interest in this matter, and the
understanding you have shown of the moral and material needs
of the Italian people so hardly tried. The Grand Master has
charged me lixewise to hand to your Excellency tihe enclosed
cheque of 500,000, lire as a contribution stated by the
Counsel of the Sovereign Order of Malta in favour of the
"Ente Nazionale dei Soeccorsi™,

The International Order, as you already xnow, has its
national organisations in the verious countries: the Italian
branch of the Order has done and is doing its utmost to
alleviate the difficulties and suffering caused by the war,
Every possible kind of assistance is being 2iven through its
hospitals, first-aid posts, nursing=-homes, huapitals-traina,
ineluding personal assistance to refugees.

On this occasion I wish to convey to your Excellency the
sincerest gratitude of H.H. the Grand Master Prince Chigi
Albani for the valuable help given by the Civilian fiar Relier
of the American Red Cross to our Order with the large con-
signements of clothing, food and medical Supplies. This
help was especially useful during the months preceding the
entry of the Allied troops in Rome, when the Sovereign Order
was thus able to alleviate the suffering in Southern Italy,

especially in Naples through our various charitable institu-
tions that are there,

Im.’l"-
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I am your Excellency's

very sincerely

(sgd) STANISLAO PECCI
Minister of the Sovereign Order
of Malta to the Holy See.

His Excellency
Mr. Myron C. Taylor
Personal Representative of President Roosevelt
to His Holiness Pio XII,
Rome.
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Septesber 28, 1944

Dear Myrom

1 have received your letter of September 6, 1944,
enclosing & memorandum of your recent conversations
with the Italian Prime Vinister. The problems of the
Italian situation, prineipally the economic ones, have
our attention very much these days. We are taking a
new view of our pelisy toward Italy. Tou have un=
doubtedly seem the joint Anglo-American statement on
Italy which was released on September 28, I fesl that
you will agree that it answers many of Bonomi's ques=-
ticns,

1 have sent a copy of your memorandum to Cordell
Hull for his information.

Very sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVEL1

The Homorable
w ci Tvlw’
Personal Representative of the
President at the Vatiecan,
Vatioan City,
Rome, Italy

r [



THE FPERSONAL REFPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS® HOLINESE THE POPE

Rome, September &, 1944.

Dear Mr. President:

I am enclesing herewith a copy of a memorandum
which I made after a confersnce with Prime Minister
Bonomi on lMonday, September 4, at his invitation at
the Caccia Club in Rome, which you may find of interest.
I am sending two additional copies since you may desire
one for Secretary Hull.

The Prime Minister spoke very frankly with me
on the basis that it was a confidential conversation.
He indicated his desire tc have further confidential
conversations for repetition to you in the future.

With kind personal regards, believe me,

Sincerely,

Enclosures:
Three copies of
memer andum.

The President,
The White House,
Washington.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONFERENCE
WITH PRIME MINISTER BONOMI AT
HIS INVITATION AT THE CACCIA CLUB ON
MONDAY, SEPTEMEER 4, 1944

The difficulty in securing action after projects have been
discussed and agreed upon is very embarrassing to the
governmeant .

+ The most urgent problems facing the government are means of

transportation for food for Rome which by January will
become a very serious menace. This results from the fact
that for six years the population of Italy and of the Rome
section particularly have been severely and increasingly
ratiocned to an extent that medical cpinion indicates that
the vitality of the people especially in the poorer classes
is so reduced that a severe winter lacking additicnal
food, proper clothing and adequate shelter will give rise
to tragic consequences. Second, in southern Italy

where most of the villages have been destroyed there is

as yet no provision for temporary housing and the poorer
classes who have no alternative shelter and who have
largely been living in an improvised fashion during the
heated summer months will be in a meost dangerous situa-
tion for they too have been suffering from the same food
deficiencies prevalent in the Rome area and particularly
throughout Italy scuth of the industrial section which has
the advantage of the productive area adjacent to the Po
River, there being no similar productive area, except for
grain, in the scuthern section.

The housing situation as above described can readily be
remedied in the opinion of the Prime Minister if an
adequate, though for this particular purpose a relatively
small, number of trucks were made immediately available.

He assured us that there were adequate supplies of all mater-
ials necessary for these emergency structures which would

be made of concrete sections one story in height and
degignated by him as a type of barracks which can be quickly
constructed, for the time element now is one of the

greatest importance. The Prime Minister indicated also

that there were adequatc facilities for cement making in
southern Italy. For this problem alcne 100 trucks would be
adequate. For the food situation in and about Home and in
southern Italy 400 additional trucks would be reguired.

This figure is at variance with scme of the statementa

that I have heard where the demand was for several thousand

trucks. ..



trucks. Doubtless the larger number would be needed if an
attempt were made promptly to set in motion the facilities
that would assist in general reconstruction and restore
some semblance of normal traffic conditions but I think
from the statements made 500 trucks would care for the
particular emergencies described so that no unpleasant
reaction would follow because of lack of housing or food
in this critical area during the coming winter. The

truck situation is rendered increasingly difficult as stated
by the Prime Minister because not only did the Germans
take away with them many Italian trucks and many transport
vehicles but the Allied Armies in turn took practically all
that were left. If from this number 500 could be restored
to the Government for the purpeoses indicated or if used
trucks from the Army not suitable for the most effective
requirements in the field of operations in the number of
500 were released to the Italian Government it would meet
the request so frankly made by the Prime Minister and show
a cooperative spirit that would be not only Jjustified

but unusually productive of good will. It would also be
an effort to support this government without which popular
reaction may further endanger its permanency. My own
impulse would be that America should make a gift to the
Italian Government of this item of 500 trucks and I am
confident that if the problem were submitted to American
Relief for Italy and it were permitted to raise the funds
and donate the 500 trucks funds would be forthcoming without
delay. I have no doubt the Italian community in America
would quickly underwrite the cost so that prompt action
might be taken. This presents an immediate, essential

and a modest operation in aid of the reconstruction of
Italy which should be accomplished without the delays
consequent upon passing through a large number of bureaus
and committees and to that extent at least I support the
Prime Minister's statement that upon agreed projects there
was too much delay due to what might be called cumbersome
committee action. I asked the Pr Minister if the
Italian Government would suppert this construction program
and if so to what extent he premptly repHed that the
Government would with an initial appropriation of a
milliard lire.

The Prime Minister accentuated the importance of
promptly building the barracks described above in the
Casino section to house that and other similar populations
in that area, but Cassino particularly was one that he felt

should...



should be promptly cared for as it had received world-

wide attention and the national reaction to taking action
there would be very helpful to encouragement of faith in the
government. I inquired whether it were not desirable to re-
adjust the populations in these ruined places so that they
might be more conveniently situated to the occupations in
which they would normally be engaged to which he replied
that that would not be possible at the moment because the
relocation of populations was a question for subsequent
careful study and that the immediate concern should be to
house them in the locality with which they were accustomed
and where their opportunities to subsist would be promoted
rather than to move intec a new locality and among strange
people where they might find it more difficult to subsist.

The guestion of transportation by sea was next discussed,
the Prime Minister feeling that at the end of the war Italy
should not make the mistake that it did after the last war.
He stated that on that occasion Italy began a very active
shipbuilding program at a time when there were too many
ships already in being in the world, and that it was his
hope that after this war there could be released to Italy an
adequate merchant marine which would avoid further over-
supplying the world with ships and he locked to our country
to make some satisfactory provision for Italian shipping.
This led to the guestion of immediate water transportation
which I raised as related to the bringing of provisions and
other supplies from Spain, Portugual and African ports to
Italy, it being a shorter haul than from America or else-
where and requiring less ships for such a short haul. He
proved tc be very much interested in that subject and he
and his cabinet are going to make a careful study of it.

In regard to the provision of wheat, the Prime Minister
indicated that there was adequate wheat in Italy at the
present time to see the coumtry through to January on the
300 gram unit basis, the present basis being 200 grams.

As winter approaches the higher basis would seem to be
essential for the preservation of health and perhaps life.
The problem therefore is to bring to Italy wheat or flour
or both in adequate quantities so that the period beginning
January 1 until the next crop season in Italy will be
provided for. He indicated in response to a question that
the flour milling capacity of the country was adeqguate to
convert the present wheat erop into flour. This is
encouraging because it indicates that the mechanical
equipment for this particular purpose has not been as

badly injured as had been anticipated.

E’l LR
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I brought up the gquestion of the wage basis in Italy and
asked if 75 lire was the base rate for wages. I was not
entirely satisfied with the discussion on this point for

it appears that while the base rate of pay in certain
sections is 75 lire per day the government has prevailed
upeon the employers to add to it ancther 40 lire per day
making the wage 115 lire per day. This applies of course
only to those who have jobs. I inguired if any provision
was made for those with a family who were without jobs

and he said that it had not been done on a national basis
but that it had been undertaken to administer simple relief
where needed but neo plan of unemployment payment had been
adopted. He felt that there was work enough in Italy if
permitted tc function under its own direction and with its
own facilities in major aspects without introducing at this
time, when such a tremendous opportunity exists, such a plan
but at a later time if unemployment developed they would
consider a plan of unemployment allowances. I inguired the
average number in an Italian family. He replied it might
be five in southern Italy and in nerthern Italy probably

ful.:l.r ™

The Prime Minister referred to the need of reconstructing
the railroads of fering as it does a tremendous opportunity
for employment. In that field it would be essential to
have quantities of copper as the Germans as well as the
Italians denuded the railroad electric system of all the
copper they could commandeer. I indicated that it would
probably require considerable time to produce the motive
power to operate the railroads whether it were electric

or with any ether sort of motive power, the alternative

to which was transportation coastwise by ships or over the

roads by truck.

I raised then the question of the political situation in
northern Italy which might develop after it is conguered

to which the answer seems to be that they expected very

great difficulties when Rome was liberated but that with
careful handling they had overcome in general the opposition
to the government and had been given a measure of support
that was not anticipated. They felt that, while the northern
industrial area and the partisans might impose a problem,
they had the fullest confidence that it could be met and
overcome by the same methods employed in scuthern Italy.

The Prime Minister spoke with satisfaction of his
relations with General O'Dwyer who seemed to grasp the

problems...



problems and to be constructively cooperative.

The Prime Minister gave me the impressiog of being
vigorous, mentally very alert, composed, readily willing
and able to amswer all questions, and to have a firm grasp
of the problems which surround him. He conducted himself
with simplicity and unusual intelligence and frankness. My
first impression was entirely satisfactory.

The Prime Minister consented to become Chairman, ex
of ficio, of Italian Red Cross and seemed pleased with the
opportunity and the prospect of reorganizing Italian Red
Cross. He nominated Mr., Zaniboni, High Commissioner for
War Refugees, Professor Doctor Giovanni Canaperia, General
Medical Inspector and Chief Director of Ministry of Interior
and Doctor Emilio Tamberlini, Chief of Medical Section of
Ministry of Interior, the Italian Government members of the
Central Committee proposed in my number 124,

The Italian Hed Cross has likewise named Professor
Umberto Zanotti, President of Italian Red Cross, Marchese
Theodoli, Executive Dkedtor of Italian Red Cross, and
Professor Doctor Zapponi as ite representatives on the
Central Committee.

The Vatican has named the following: Mons. Walter
Carroll, Mons. Baldelli, and one other member yet to be
chosen.

I have not yet adjusted the representation, if any, with
the Confederation of Labor. There exists in some guarters a
fear of conflict between the sc-called Communist Party and
the other parties which might impair the work of the Central
Committee. I believe we can adjust the situation ina few

days.

Others from his Cabinet whom he had with him at lunchecn
were Marchegse Giovanni Visconti-Venosta, Under Secretary of
State who, by the way, is an old acquaintance of ours, Marchese
Carlo Bassano, Under Secretary of the Ministry of Justice and,
at my reguest, Mr. Harold Tittmann,

Myron C. Taylor
Rome, September 5, 1944.



Postscript:

Since the foregoing memorandum was dictated, I
have had a call from representatives of AFHQ, Caserta,
Col. J. E. Butterworth and Lt. Col. F. K. Levis, and
from Col. R. A. Martino of the Allied Control Commission,
who reviewed the situation from the supply point of view
in respect to relief by Army authorities in Italy for
the coming winter.

Among other things, they indicated that there were
available 6,500 trucks requiring modest repairs,
prineipally lacking tires and batteries. This being
true, it would seem that the easiest solution of the
transportation problem as outlined by Prime Minister
Bunomg would be to eguip a limited number of these
machines with tires and batteries. I believe the maximum
number of trucks that have been requisitioned through the
ACC for Italian use was 3,000. Here then appears to be
a number far in excess of that which are on the ground
and can be put into use if a reasonable amount o supplies
and repairs are made upon them.

M.C.T.
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CROCE HOSSA ITALIANA
Il Presidente Generale Rome, 5th Sept. 1944

To His Excellency, Mr. Myron Taylor
Chairman of Board od Trustees
American Helilef Committee for Italy
Rome.
Your Edcellency,

I am glad to be able to inform you that I have
laid the main lines of our plan before H. E. the
Prime Minister and that he has expressed his agreement
with it.

As regards more particularly the expenditure in-
volved, = the major portion of which, as you know, is to
be met by the Department of the Interior, H.E. Bonomi as
Minister of the Interior anticipates ho difficulties in
that respect.

With my kindest regards, I remain

Yours sincerely
(signed) Umberto Zanotti-Biance
(Dott. Umberto Zanotti-Bianco)
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THE BSECHETARY OF STATE
AR AR TOA, B, T,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 28, 1944

MEMORANDUN FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subjects Report from Myron Teylor.

Thank you for sanding me Myron Tayler's letter of SBeptember 8,
1944, enclosing a memorandum of conversations he had with the
Italian Prime Minister on September &4, 1344,

I have made copies of the memorandum for the Department's
files and have drafted an scknowledgment to Mr. Taylor for your
sipnature, if you approve., Mr. Taylor's lettor and memorandum
are returned herewith for your files.

Enclosures g

1. Department's letter to Mr. Taylor
for the President's signature.

2, Mr, Taylor's letter and memorandum
dated September 6, 1044,
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THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO MIS HOLINESS THE POPE Rome, Septembsr 13, 19LL.

My dear Mr. Presldent:

One of your great admirers, Avv. Salvatore
B, Cherchi, 4 Via Giuseppe Ferrari, Rome, in grati-
tude for the relief of Italy has asked permission to
dedicate his small brochure "Allarme agli Italiani”
to you. I am transmitting both his letter and the
document in question for your consideration.

With best regards, believe me, my dear Mr.

President
Sincerely yours,
S —
Mrron C. Taylor
Enclosures:

From 3.B. Cherchi
‘September 10, 19L4LL;
brochure "Allarme

agli Italiani”

The Fresldent,
The White House,

Washington, D.C.
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Il popolo Italiano, cui queste pagine sono
dirette, considera Giorgio Washington fondato-
re della liberta, dell'indipendenza degli S. U.
d'America,

L'autore dedica queste pagine di sofferenza
italiana a Delano Roosevelt che, seguendo quel.
le grandi orme, é il ricostrutiore della libertd del-
I'Edropa e del mondo.

/d/;«wfm &Wé
Introduzione

Sono gl Idi di Marzo.

Sento gia che questa primavera non & di rinascita; per |'ltalia,
purtroppo, saranno giornate di passione....,

Secrivo nell'ora forse pitl tragica per |'ltalia, che sembra sommersa

Lo sconforto, il dolore, il patimento se sono grandi nel mio ani-
mo, li sento nell'animo di tutti ché sgno inebetiti, sia che vengano a
Roma in cerca di caritdA umana o di sollievo, sia che vi risiedano da
tempo, fra enormi sofferenze fisiche e morali.

Le vie dell'Urbe rigurgitano di dispersi di guerra, senza tetto, con
gli sguardi spenti, raminghi, assenti dai focolari domestici, carichj di
masserizie e di sacchi, seguiti da innocent; creature affamate e senza
meta, L'alma citth vorrebbe accoglierli tutti nel suo seno, ma cié non
& possibile, Andranno pit lontano con la stessa sorte,

Lo scrivere & per me un sollievo: & un bisogno che mi spinge a
scrivere vertiginosamente, convinto che tutto & inutile perché tutto
innanzi a me & scomparso, come inghiottito da un immenso diluvio,..

L'Italia da oltre vent'anni per la pazzia sfrenata di un uomo non
ha pidt pace, un giorno di respiro: il suo benessere, le sue forze eco.
nomiche, le sue arti, le sue campagne, la sua salute, persino le sue
forze morali sono caduti nel vuoto.

L'esercito della patria, come nebbia al sole, & scomparso nell'av-
vilimento, nell'iniquo tentative di farlo risorgere. La nazione non ha
pit un governo responsabile che la guidi: ha una stampa asservita
allo straniero che la iugula ogni minuto e la calpesta: tende a con-
durre tutti noi alla disperazione, nell'esasperazione generale,

et ik
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Storicamente retrocediamo di venti secoli in ogni bene conqui-
stato col lavoro daj nostr] antenati,

Il tedesco, che da tempo ha varcato Je Alpi, non ¢ solo in marcia
verso Roma; come gli antichi barbari all'epoca di S, Gregorio Ma-
gno, non arretra, ma & gia fra noi per spogliarci di tutti gli aver), per

i arci con l'intenzione di uccidere | corpi morti.
Non sono gli Italian; che lo hanno chiamato.
entre scrivo, nelle vicine caserme abbandonate dall'esercito iia.

» 8ono rinchiusi — come in un serraglio — migliaia di giovan; n..
stri fratelli, circondati da milizie naziste che li hanne razziati per la

a, in attesa di essere condott] in Germania per essere gettati
nella mischia, deportati e datj in preda, senza via di salvezza, alle
trionfanti armi russe.

i istante, attorno agli accerchiati che si aggirano nej cortili
delle caserme e s arrampicano alle finestre per salutare i loro cari,

I e 8pose, con in braccio tenere creature, tentano di avvicinarsi
ai cancelli per ricambiare un saluto,

ha giovane sposa & caduta innanzi ai nostri occhi, colpita dal
piombo delle orde mercenarie della repubblica sociale, de ricostituiti
battaglioni « M .

E' B, in una pozza d; sangue...

Un cittadino sopraggiunge e uccide due o tre dei eriminali,

Questo isolato tentativo di ribellione pubblica offre aj mercenari
rinnegati, e percid armati daj soldati tedeschi, I'occasione d gettarsi
come forsennati sui passanti, in una sarabanda di colpi di moschetto
a getto continuo, che dovra durare per oltre tre giornj,

E i gioral; tacciono sull'episodio, accennandovi per via indiretta;

naturalmente la colpa di quest: eccessi ai sabotatori della guer-
ra, ai comunisti, agli agenti provocaton,

Queste note ispirate dal cuore. a scatti, senza pretese perché dirette
al popolo, a tuttj i sofferent;.

Sono talvolta, come in un abbozzo rudemente accennati, degli
episodi di un'epoca terroristica ed avvilente, dei problemi che merite-
ranno di essere sviluppati come insegnamenti aj giovani perché le li-

» quando sono conquistate debbono essere gelosamente custo.
dite e difese fino all'ultimo respiro.

P Ay

POST-SCRIPTUM. — Poiché al lettore del tempo in cui potranno
venire alla luce queste Pagine inferessa sopratutio conoscere la fonte,
dird che I'A. si onora di non aver mai fatto parte del Partito fascista,



E pur essendo per ragione di professione iscritto dal 1912 al Consiglio
dell' Ordine degil Avvocati di Roma, che douette essere soppresso e
sostituito dieci anni piti tardi come fucina di incarichi e prebende,
dal Sindacato professionale, rifiutai di aderirvi.

Rimasi quello che ero dalla nascita: un seguace, come mio Pa-
dre, delle idee di Giuseppe Mazzini.

All'ideale del grande italiano sone ancora, come molti compagni
de ""La Ragione'’ e del mio tempo, devoto. A questo riguardo il let- -
tore, nella sua naturale diffidenza, pud essere tranquillo,

La sola mia ambizione é di dargli I'allarme che molti problemi
I'attendono dopo il ricordo di tristi pagine di un periodo nefasto; pa-
gine di cui molte sono a sua conoscenza, di alcune, forse, no.

- Pué credermi, perché conosco quello che dico e nulla ho chiesto
o da chiedere a nessuno.

In queste ore di ansia, mentre il popolo ode il tuono dei cannoni
sui colli Albani e sente la vigilia della sua kberazione, non ho casacca
da mutare, uscire da nessun nascondiglio per preparare alibi per do-
mani, gomifate e nuovi assalti alle cariche, da narrare mie personali
sofferenze, che furono di noi tutti.,

Roma, marzo 1944,

L'A.
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SALUTO ITALICO ALLE DEMOCRAZIE. — Nal momento in
cui le gloriose truppe anglo-americane s; apprestano, dopo aver valo-
rosamente combattuto e vinto uno de; pitt forti eserciti del mondo,
a4 consolidarsi a Roma, culla della civilta, il popolo italiano, che in
pidl di venti anni dj traversie, di dolori ¢ d; patimenti, non ha poturs
esprimere il proprio pensiero, compresso da una duplice tirannia, le

uta con animo franco, ed aperto; le saluta con ansiosa attesa, nella
certezza dj ritrovare, nop | rappresentanti di popoli oppressori, bens)
quelli di popoli liberi e democratici, che hanno una tradizione di
civilta, d'uguaglianza, d; fratellanza.

Gli occupanti di ieri, che un tempo guardavano a Roma, come
centro irradiatore di civilta, di scienza, di arte, nel mondo intero, tro.
vano il popolo italiano che vi & & rifugiato come tale, esausto, da un
triste esperimento voluto da una oligarchia prima, poi da un'altra
grave sventura, a carattere punitivo e vendicativo : I'occupazione tede-
sca che taccia, tutto un popolo avvilito, da traditore.

Molti preconcett; debbono essere dissipati di fronte al mondo
nei confronti degl; italiani, preconcetti che credevamo fosserg ormai
superati, e invece, abbiamo, purtroppoe, sentito ribadire nella stam-
pa estera, nei parlamenti e nei circol; diplomatici, proprio nel mo-
mento pil triste della storia recente italiana quandg ;| cittadino, supe-
rata momentaneamente una crisi d; denegata liberta, ne dovette fra
patimenti, lutti e dolori, soffrire un altro peggiore: la schiavitd dello
straniero,

Confidiamo, percid, che le truppe an[]'ﬂ-nmericnna. si considering
e 8i comportino come soldati vincitor] dei tedeschi, e non del popolo
itntliufm. che non volle la guerra e I saluta, ancora, come soldati libe-
ratori,

Ed occorre, innanzi tutto, mettere in massima evidenza, questi
fatti inoppugnabili, che la storia dovrd mettera all'attivo del popolo
italiano :

a) che questo dal 28 ottobre 1922 in poi e fino ad oggi, non fu
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padrone di esprimere le proprie idee, (abolizione dello statuto e di
ogni altra legge e garanzia costituzionale), oppresso da una masnada
di criminali, agli ordini di un dittatore, corruttore, pertanto seguito,
applaudito, incensato nelle sue forme morbose, da una « troupe » di
malfattori e da una turba obbligata, e la stragrande maggioranza dei
cittadini, nulla poteva dire, fare, pensare, operare.

Occorre, quindi, ben distinguere il popolo italiano dal suo mega-
lomane tiranno, dagli intrighi di un re debole, e dei suoi gallonati di
S. M. Lo Stato aveva accentrato tutto in una persona onnipotente
— proprieta privata, commerci, merci, prodotti, giustizia sociale, pro-
venti e risparmi immensi, polizia cieca, amministrazione — per to-
gliere al cittadino ben pensante, ogni facolta d'intendere e di civil-
mente vivere, in pace ed in concordia umana,

b) Che quella parte, — la migliore e la pil eletta, — intellet-
tuale, che tentd di sottrarsi al basto del regime, fu inesorabilmente
relegata al confino, o gettata nelle carceri, vittima di tribunali del
terrore.

¢) Che molti, come impiegati e funzionari dello stato, dovettero
entrare nelle file dei fasci che aborrivano, per non perdere il posto
che occupavano; altri dovettero subire la stessa sorte per lavorare e
per vivere.

Tutto guesto dobbiamo dire ai governanti delle nazioni unite,
principalmente a Winston Churchill e Delano Roosevelt, mentre ci
accingiamo a sviluppare, con ordine per sommi capi, questi ultimi dati
di fatto di una triste storia recente, che dovevano culminare nel prin-
cipio, « L'Italia sono io » di Mussolini.

Nei primi due anni del regime, a tendenza... repubblicana, di
fronte ad un sovrano abulico, debole e timido, per non parlare del
Senato, la Camera dei Deputati aveva ormai cessato di rappresentare

L'ira degli oppressori, allo scopo di intimidire il popolo ed i suoi
rappresentanti, si‘era riversata sull'On. Matteotti, e su altri deputati
¢he furono orribilmente trucidati, altri, per sottrarsi alla stessa fine,
dovettero riparare esuli in terra straniera.

Il regime si pud dire che era finito dopo il delitto Matteotti, la via
della successione era aperta; tutti attendevano una mezza parola del
Sovrano, il quale ebbe una ottima occasione per licenziare il dittatore,
salvare cosi la sua dinastia, ma invece tacque, lasciando tutto il tempo
Qillunicididimrmlelmﬁle. rotte dopo la parodia di una cosi
detta marcia su Roma, per uscire dalle loro tane, e rincrudelire sem-
pre pitt contro la nazione. togliendole ogni possibilith di difesa. N
partito fascista, per bocea di un suo ignobile portavoce, ebbe |'inaudita
efrontatezza di assumere in proprio dinanzi alla civilth umana la re-
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sponsabilita dell'eccidio, e il Sovrano, I'unico che avrebbe potuto to-
gliere la croce a] suo popolo, tacque, sottomettendos; completamente
agli ordini degli omicid;. Egli ha quindi la sua parte di responsabilita,
avendo seguito il fascismo, se pure passivamente, fino al 25 luglio 1943,
Intanto, i documenti €4 in possesso nel relativo dossidre dell’'On,
tteotti, raccolti in una cassa furono sotterrati al palazzo Chigi, e
sottratti cosi al giudizio della storia.

un giorno, ne siamo certi, ess; saranng ritrovat e conosciuti,

nella loro terribile con a e requisitoria per il regime.

II.

LA POLITICA DELLA CORRUZIONE NEI VARI POTER]
STATALI. — [n questo capitolo dobbiamo esaminare le opere di cor-
ruzione, rinnovate dopo moltj secoli in Italia alla ennesima potenza,
nei vari rami dell’ Amministrazione dello Stato,

e N

Parlando perd costituzionalmente dovremmeo trattare in prima li-
nea del potere esecutivo nel periodo dal 1922 al 1943: ma su questo
punto a nostro modesto avviso, e se si tiene conto delle nostre pre.

“to, non ha mai funzionato in questo senso, e nel periodo in oggetto,
Lo abbiamo detto: a Palazzo Viminale, nel nome del capo e per
proprio tornaconto, funzionava da arbitra la polizia con tutte le sue
brutture, vendette e malefatte: da De Bono a Senise, il primo colpito
alla schiena da quel piombo che egli stesso aveva Preparato, il se-
condo tolto dalla circolazione per ignota sorte, Il Ministero degli In-
terni, per confessione d; un vecchio questore, era diventato un covo
di spionj e di agenti Provocatori che si controllavano a vicenda; ben
quattrocento fannulloni e spostat; erano addetti alla censura telefo-
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di assalto da grandi dame ossigenate e da gentiluomini, da politicanti
per riferire sulle voci raccolte il giorno prima nei cosidetti ritrovi mon-
dani. nelle osterie, negli alberghi o sui treni o per chiedere di essere
assoldat; alla mangiatoia delle spese scgrete.

Il capo della polizia era naturalmetne il sopraintendente alla pre-
siosa vita del duce; alla squadra presidenziale, un misto di moschet-
tieri, di milizia e di gendarmi, era riservato questo speciale compito
che veniva cosi a mungere alle casse dello Stato centinaia e centinaia
di migliaia di lire all'anno! Il sunnominato questore ci narrd di avere
visto raccogliere ben 18 carte da mille che erano cadute dalla busta di
un deputato socialista, reduce da un colloquio del defunto dott. Boc-
chini, capo della polizia, mentre |'ignobile uomo stava per risalire nel-
la sua rombante automobile.

In compenso dei suoi servizi, il creduto rivendicatore e compa-
gno di Matteotti, aveva libero accesso alle Carceri e poteva esercitare
la sua professione di penalista fuori legge colla maschera di antifasci-
sta. Nel maggio 1944, radio Londra segnala il nome dell’avvocato, as-
gsierne ad altri, come spia tedesca.

uno ora agevolmente comprende a quale livello di bassezza
fosse ridotto il Palazzo Viminale: un sistema di polizia corrotta e cor-
ruttrice; gl organi dipendenti erano completamente decentrati, al
comando dei segretari federali del partito, dei prefetti e dei podesta,
quasi ovunque in contrasto fra loro. Mussolini nominava dei Ministri.
Se s consideri che i Ministri erano creati per continuare, a pro-
prio tornacanto, a disgregare e dilapidare le risorse ed il lavoro
Nazione, non contavano nulla di fronte al padrone. Erano licenziati
a libito del tiranno, e se qualcuno. anche di lui parente arricchitosi
favolosamente, ha tentato di ribellarsi per poi tradirlo, ha pagato il
fio delle sue malefatte.

1.

DEL POTERE LEGISLATIVO, — La famigerata marcia su Ro-
ma, doveva segnare la fine. ignobile della Camera dei Deputati, ri-
manendo solo in funzione, come una rappresentanza, eletta dal ca-
priccio del re, il Senato, che rivestito di gabbane d’orbace, colle nuove
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: nomine decretate da Mussolini, veniva saturato di tutte le scorie ligie
al regime. La Camera dsi Deputati non tards a sentire, — derisa ed
insultata, nel suo prestigio, dal nuovo Capo del Go » — il prin-
cipio della sua abolizione.,

L’aula sorda dj Montecitorio, a dire del tiranno, poteva diven-
tare bivacco per le sue legioni di camicie nere, strame per i suoi ac-

Gli On, Giacomo Matteotti, Giovanni Amendola, Turati, Sforza ed
altri, cercarono dj reagire al furente despota, ma dovevano pagare con
la vita o col confino, il loro tentativo di difendere le liberta pubbliche
e la dignita d=ll'"Assemblea.

Il tiranno ha ormaj deciso dj abolire in toto tutte le liberta costi-
tuzionali, e quindi la fine del Parlamento & segnata,

I rappresentant; del potere legislative sono singolarmente perse-
guitati, minacciati, derisi, oltraggiati, mentre il Parlamento agonizza.

Agli eletti della pentarchia non resta altra funzione, quando sono
radunati, che spellarsi le mani ad applaudire il nuove Messia, rati.
ficare con i canti della. rivoluzione, in bloceco e per acclamazione,
le leggi fasciste.

sopraggiunta Camera delle Corporazioni, non merita neppure
di essere ricordata, tanta & la nausea che ancora ispira nel buon po-
polo italiano, che ha vissuto nel regime abominevole di terrore e di
assolutiemo, fra le catene.

v,

dei cittadini ossequienti alle leggi.

Ed & doveroso riconoscere che gli amministartor; della giustizia
hanno saputo in ogni tempo di libertd in Italia, corrispondere alla
loro alta missione con onesta e purezza d'intent;,

Ricordiamo che il giudice all'inizio della sua carriera era ricom-
pensato, come capo della giustizia, con poco pity dj cento lire men-
sili, quando nelle altre nazioni lo stipendio era di ben altre misure,
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Nel periodo in oggetto, la stragrande maggioranza dei Magistrati cercd
di resistere finché poté ai nuovi dolorosi eventi.

E fra i ptimi Ministri, ricordiamo 1'On. Oviglio di Bologna; egli
cercd di sottrarre i giudici ed i promotori di giustizia, fin che potg,
all'influsso degli avvenimenti politici, ed al disopra delle competi-
zioni di parte. -

Il culto della giustizia, per la difesa della dignitdA umana, non
dovrebbe mai cessare.

Ma ecco che quel tale Ministro & sospetto di antifascismo e deve
cedere il posto per il cosi detto cambio della guardia.

Si arriva cosi ai ministri di pura marca fascista — tipo Rocco —
i qualj iniziarono l'opera di assoggettamento del Giudice, di corru-
zione, di accaparramento degli affari penali, civili e commerciali, Sor-
gono studi legali succursali del Ministro in carica diretti da parenti
senza scrupoli i quali accentrando ogni cosa nelle mani di questi nuovi
giuristi, vendono sentenze, ordinanze, decisioni, grazie, ed ogni ben
di Dio, in favore di chi pit offre.

| magistrati pili renitenti sono licenziati, od addirittura sospesi;
altri compressi nella carriera; gli ossequienti, di buona o di cattiva
volontd, se vogliono continuare nel loro impiego devono piegare la
schiena.

La pubblicazione dei nuovi codici e leggi sullo stato giuridico’ del
magistrato hanno continuato ad aggravare le condizioni del giudice.

| Procuratori Generali non sono, dopo questa nuova legislazione,
che dei fedeli interpreti ed esecutori dei nuovi principi e sistemi della
polizia; le funzioni dei Presidenti delle Corti e dei Tribunali sono di
soggezione e di assoluta obbedienza; nessun incarico, come abbiamo
osservato, & possibile affidare a chi non & tesserato,

La toga cede al vestito di orbace, obbligatorio nelle parate agli
ordini del Segretario Federale o peggio.

Le Preture mandamentali nei grandi centri sono unificate, ed il
Pretore, che un tempo era circondato di tanto rispetto dai cittadini,
diventa un meschino amanuense del suo capo.

La professione dell'avvocato, oberato di tasse, quando minore &
il'reddito, cade nel ridicolo e nelle immondizie.

" Dobbiamo ricordare altre due nobili istituzioni sottratte alla ga-
ranzia della libertd del popolo: la Corte di Assige della quale la giuria
dei cittadini & stata messa alla porta, ed il Giudice lstruttore.

Tutti sanno quali nobili e delicate mansioni esplicassero questi
due uffici.

Il Giudice lstruttore nei processi pid gravi e che richiedevano una
complessa istruttoria nella prima fase del procedimento penale, ve-
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