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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 24, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR
JOHN BOEITIGEH:

Will you read the enclosures
and talk them over with Harry Hopkins
and later with me?

F.D.R.

awannal And confidantinl letter to the

smagitent f=om Hon. MyTon ¢. Tarlor, dated

Oet. 15, 1944, in Te Mpvor wgluardia eoming
+p Thaly to take a nost. Sugczests, 1f
such 13 the case, the poaltion of taking
contmol of the A.C.C. (11104 Control
Corm!aszlon). Attached 18 a memorandum
eoacerning the snplo-American Telatinns
in Italy, sarticula=ly in the 4111ed
Control commission. &lso gttached 18
feport of Mr. Howard Barr, dated Jeb. by
1044, addraszed LO Mw», Tavlor, T
abaarvations of reliaf situation in area
in Ttaly releasad DY the military to the
T+altan Govt. (lir, Barr 18 with the /AmMm.
Pod cros3)



THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE

] PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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THE PERSOMNAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

%
i
TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE
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h' Oatober u. 1944,

Dear Mr. President;

An the subjeot of relief is vital to the ruture
in Ttaly nnd = as we wiew it here - to the Pormansnoy oven
of the prosent Italian Govemment, I am nending you herse
with the minutes of two meetings at whick the nubject of
relisf supplies was dimcussed. T am nlso sncloaing copy
of & lotter dated October 12, 1944 which I have received
from Commodore Ellery W. Stome, Acting Chisf Cosmissiomsr,
Allled Comtrol Commission which will glve you an immediate
insight into the present situstiom, btut shich is seeret
and which I would rather not have ciroulated.

Witk comtinued regard, believe me

Sinesrely a, (.---'-'_'_'—"'
/;:m::r_- /“'\/f\k_‘
¥yromn 0. Taylor

Enolosares;

Memoranium;
Latter,
(with 00 for “eoretary Mull)

The Presidont

DECLASSIFIED
The hite Houss Btate Dept Letier, 11172

Washington, D.C. By J. Schauble Dinie EEE 29 1977
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s —SEORET — " _
runklin 0. Hoosevelt Livrary
HRADQUARTERS ALLIED CONTROL comumssiow [If 71 -7 1 101Ef)
Offiee of the Ohief Commtsstomsr UL L, g0 g Lﬁfz?fﬁii.
APD O
Date- | O-244-4%
MEMORANDUM for Mr. Myron Tayler
Signature- (oMM
¥ 70 Wl

Qotober 10, 1944

L
require 150000 to ke "abatty a0 From taly lev e Bem srid.p;she ik
tone up to November lst. As total imparts for tlLis period will be
184,000 tons only, import tomnage noosssary %o maintein 300 gram ration
throuzhout Ituly from NHovember lst mould be 165,000 tons monmthly beginning
Hovembar .

"He are presmtly faced with following faots relative to bread
ration for all Italy. Recelpt of wheatgflour shipment for November aml
Decembar of 100,000 tons monthly. AFHQ propose to ¢all forward January
through Jume 100 ,000 tons each month. Hread ration beginning November lst wou
would have to be not more than 238 grams for all Italy unless imports
are lwought up to our July estimate or squivalemt o 165,000 tons begine
ning Novesber through June 1945,

"If btread ration is now to be reduced in those areas where it is
now 300 grems this will be contsary to implications of Presjident's state=
mnt with serious consequences here nnd danger of collapas of balanos of wheat
ammssing and olive oil ammassing in South.

"Situation in regard other imported supplies Tollows:

"Due to discontinuance certain items mnd reduction of othors from
allowed importprogram, rosmt dailly ration scals is thirteen grams meat
and veg stew, thirteen grams drisdveg, sight grams de=hydrated soup but
is now limited to towns «ith population of fifty thousand and above plus
universel ration four grame sugar daily with provision for hospitals and
other special classes, Even sn above limited basis supplies of wowxk
meat, soup, dried vegs in hand with Balance scheduled %o arrive will last
only four months for Italy up to line of Fo.

"These faote coupled with posaible reduction inm bread retion south
of carigliano will present not ocoly a grave fesding problem with attendant
consequances but will impair rather than ansure even a minimum subsistance
level. During coming winter months we would have to axpsot imc reass
in disenses and disorders.

*May I have imstructions as to whether (a) the present btread ration
af 300 grams south and EQ0 grams north of Oariglisno lims is to be main-
tained or (b) whether retiom for all Italy 1s to bs equalised through



Fxy

236 grams involving cutteck southern ITtaly; (o) whethsr rationm for ell
Ttaly i to be eqmlised at 300 grams an recommended in your Alrgram
to 003 of Jeptamber Pdth."

BACMED has agreed to eable the (08 to poimt out that presmtly
soheduled shipments are not suf flolemt to implemsnt the,/Promident's
statemant . implications of the

(signed) Ellery W. Htome
Commodore USHR
soting Chisf Commise loner



(gopy for Secretary Hull)

MEMORAN UM FOR THE FRESIUENT AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE

on the subject of Relief in Ttaly

——————

Iz connsctiom with ths tslegrem which was addressed to the
Homorable Herbert Lehmann under date of “eptesber 27, 1944 (and
which he has been requested to communicate te the Department)
we would stremgly urge that the astual distributiem of relisf
be coerdinated in all respects under the leadership aof the
Fational Committes for the Distributiem of Relilef Supplies in
Ttaly. A8 you have been informed, that organimtion compre-
hends the use of all facilities on a free basls of the Italimn

Oevernment , the Vatioan and the Italian Red Cross., Its admini-
strative office has now been completed with approved executives
on an efficlent and sconomical basis, and itn oparations are
gonducted under the advice and supervision of represantatives

of Allisd FToros Headguarters, and Allied Comtrel Cemmissiom,
Americsn Red Cross, American Relief for Italy Ine,, and now with
the sntry of UMRRA it maturslly requires representation by that
erganization on the advisory snd supervisery group. A soparate
agtivity im the rield of relief would undoubtedly cause confusion
and waste. To meet the emergency of this winter the minimum basic
vital supplies that are needed can be summed up, excluding pro=-
vision for children comtemplated by UNRRA, am follows:

1) Fleur, from which various food items in diffarent
forms can be made (wheat imposes conversiomn
and is therefore not immedistely usefulj
milling facilities are not always avallable)

2) Cheese, oo basic in Italian dist
3) Ccoffea, Sugar and Soap
4) Clothing and shoes; Blankets are urgently neadeds

If these items can be provided in bulk quantities the winter
onn be tided over if tramsportation is made avallable to leliver
these products in the devastated Frovinces before the floods make
the rivers impassable, the bridges having been cuitegenerally
destroyed and not robuilt.

The advisory group above described met with very satisfactory
results nt a meeting last Saturday and Toesday with the following

attending:

Ambassador Myrom C. Taylor

HeEs Prime Minister Ivanos Bonomi

Tudge Juvenal Marehisio

Dr. ZanottieBianco, Fresident Italiun Red Cross
ir. Howard B. Barr, Deputy for Mr. Taylor A«Rels
¥r. Frenklin 0. Gowsn, U. 1. Departami of “tate
H.E: Prince garle Taonlll

He Ee Ambassador Sir Noel Charles

HeEs Winirter Viscont i=Venosta, Itallsn Forelem Minist ar
Brige General (. 8. Parkinson

Enginser C.Bs Vicentini, Director Hat. Committes
pommodore Ellary '« Stone, A«CeCe

HeE. Prince Doria

Mr. Mason He Dobnon, American Red Cross

(Ambassador xirk was unable to attend the Tussdayene four
luncheon mesting)



The four points offered for disoussion at the lumcheon

mesting, st the home of Ambassadar Tayler, on Ootober 9, 1944,
ware:

1) FREE FOOD AND CLOTHING:

(n) as compared with system of purchase
through commereinl chamnels

(&) promotion of gifts in money and kind
from Italian and Forelgn Covemments

2) TRANSPORTATIONG
{(a) Means prosently availabls inm Ttaly

(b) Means resscmably obtalmable outside
Italy

(e) Efficient integration of present transe
portation rescurcess

1s Truoka
2+ Shipping
3. Rail

4 Other

3) HATIONAL COMMITTRE:
{a) as sols mechsnism for distridution of relief

{b) an facter in the development of the comceph
of helping Italians to halp thomselves

(c) an crestive of an organization that in the
future will be an assst to Italy in times
of national disaster or calamity

4) CANCELLATION OF PERMITS AND BANS HESTHICTING TRAUR

Ambassador Taylor brought up each point for discunsiom in
turn, although the majority of interest at this short meeting
was ohown iz the points regmrding fres distributiom of food and
clothing, transportation und the cancellation of permits re-
strioting trade.

On the subject of free food and olothing, H.7. Prime Minister
ponomi indicated a desire on the part of the Italism Govermment
%o meet smergency needs by distribduting free food and olothing.
Brigadier Gemeral Farkinson obssrved that areas in the greatest
eritioal need oould best be served by this method to mest the
smerganey of this winter and felt that this method should be
inoluded in the thinking of the mtire group, The comments
given by representatives of the Ttalisn Government and the

Allisd



Allisd military gemnerally concurred in these observatioms, It
was again mnoted by Commodore Stone and the group comourred ia
the thought that basic food requirements should be met through
pormal channels but that the smergency of ti/is winter offsred
an opportunity for this type of activity.

On the mbject of food and clothing all present agreed that
a few basic items should be concentrated om at the expesnse of
varisty.

The subjeet of tremsportation was discussed in great detail
in that it is the key problem in the emtire It¥alian situation.
Mrs Taylor and Judge Marchisio brought to the attention of the
group the discussion and comments of Major Eiplinger of Allied
Foros Headquarters who stated arrangements were presently under
way to utilize to the fullest extent comvoys returming from the
oombat ares within 30 kilemsters on each side of the primcipal
military highway providing the transport of oivilian goods would
not dslay a military comvoy more then 24 hours, Commodors Stone
and Prime Minister Bomomi cbserved that this would be of great
assistance in meeting the bulk needs of the Italian communities,
It was also hoped that the use of rail would be similarly arrangsd
8o that the transport facilities presently im the country would be
fully used, Prime Minister Bonomi informed the group that a natiomal
agency for the coordination of Italian truck transport had been or-
ganized at the imstance of the Allied Commissiom, It is hoped that
this agenoy will aoct as a nationsl pool of Italism eivilian trens-
port and will expedite economic use of such availabls transport. He
further observed that he was not sure that such a plan would mo% bog
down free movement of transpert and entail so much comfusion that it
would meet with littls success, He was sure that if this was the
oase the agemsy would be thoroughly redirected or dissolved, It was
apparent from the gemeral comment that additional trucks and the
aritioal need for replacemsnt parts including tires and batteries, if
met, would mctivate a substantial muber of Italian motor vehicles and
relisve the transport situatiom. Engineer Vicemtini, Mr. Barr and
Judge Marohisioc advancsd the hope that new vehioles from America or
other countries could save the situatiom by acting as a pusleus for
essential trensport and that as repair parts were received Italian
trucks oould be added to this essemtial Ducleus.

Transport by ship betwesn the islands of Sardinis, Sicily and
the mainland as well as coastwise shipping was gemerally discussed,
Commodore Stone stated that the AC had been attempting for some months
%0 get the release of available small Italian tonnage to move grain,
salt, sulphur, coal and other essentials from the islands %0 the main-
land,. Hs stated that he had not been able %o gat adequate tonnage
despite its apparemt availability. Prime Minister Bomomi felt sure
thet there were aderuate orews and administrative psrsomnmesl to ad-
minister a program of coastwise shipping and that it was difficult
for him to understand why this means had not been mors greatly used.
Commodore Stome replisd that he was using every mesns possible to
expedite the use of schoonsrs, #that he sincerely hoped the
Prime Minister and the Italian Government would see that

sohooners



schocners released wars used to haul essentiul materinls, which
would meet the winter's need. Enginesr Vicentimi desoribed the
diffioulties regarding mainland trade with the islands und stated
that from his sxperience with the feeding of the olty of fome
every offort should be made to use all available tonnsge for the
iistribution of materials in Italy,

The subject of cosan shipping from pessible sources of supply
was brought up with the notifioation of the group by Mr. Taylor
that tonnage had been made nvailable to Ameriesnm Relisf for Italy
for its mterials and that 1t was hoped that additional tonnege
would be made avallable. Prime Winister Pomémi then stated that
some nine ships presantly in the ports of Argemtins belonging to
the Ttalisn Governmant should be made svailable to import nscescary
suppliss, Foreign ‘eoretary Vieconti=Venosta otuted that the sub=
ject of the Telease of the nine ships im ths Argentine was ocurrently
a subject of representation to the Pritish apnd Ameriesn Covemments
and he felt should not be discussed at $his time, Jir Noel Charles
ooncurred in this regard, Pringe Oarlo Paeelli, representing the
Vatican, informed the group that the Vatisan flag could be used on
any ships obtainable and suggested that this might be ome solutiom
to the problem of jurisdiction apd patiomality. JTudge Marchisio
then observed that the “oversigm Military Order of Malta hnd ofe
fored the use of their flag for ships concerning themselves with
relisf for the civilim populstiom of Ttaly,

Commodore Stone then stated that he had recently received
information that would lead him to belisve that the monthly basic
negessary imports of 130,000 tons might be drastically curtailed.
The 130,000 tons to be imported according to Commodors Stone are
the basie minimum imports to maintuin the present mtion below the
Pisa=Rimini line. He was s=phatic iz hisz observetiom that this
tonnage was absolutely o-sentisl and must be met. ‘'ir Noel Charles
spoke on the subject of these basisc imports and felt rure that
every affort should be made %0 maintain the present rtandard of
rationing and to contimue this basic tonnage. The Frime Minister
and othears present conocurred and impressed upon the group the
absolute nroesaity of maintaining pressnt rationing and the need
to inorease rother than detract from the basic goods., FPrince
Doria and Primes Winister Bonomi both emphasized the soclal and
political signifiounce of a possible redustionim ratioms. The
entire group mas impresssd with the gravity of the situation.

AS %0 point (3) there was littls discussion as all present
agrosd that all relisef for free distribution must of necessity
be channeled through » single Italisn mgency and that only confusion
would result im embracing a different plan, UNRRA and whatever othar
potential plans for relief are included in this understanding.

The subjeet of the cancellatiom of parmits and bans Festrict=
ing trade was pressnted by Mr. Taylor who threw out as a question the
possibility that the resumption of trade by the communities histori-
sally familiar to Italy might relisve the situation. Prime Mimister
Bonomi replied stating that he bad recently issued a directive can-
pelling the mjority of restrictive regulatioms in liberated Italy
to perait the resumption of trade. All present at the conference
gonourrdd as to the nsoesaity of this motiom and raonamtad that



trade be stimclated. It weo again emphasized as to the nesd
for the utilization of all transport to permit such resumpt ion
of trade,

The mesting olosed with the expressioms of th-nks on the
part of ir Noel Charles, Prime Nini-ter Bonomi and Frincs
Doria to Ambasssdor Taylor for the interest shown snd the
desirs sxpressed to assist Italy to re-sstablish iteelf,
Both the Prime Minister and Prince Dorla emphasized the
gravity of the situation in thelr cloaing remarks scd again
reitearated their remarks as to the socisl and politionl
signifinance of immediate aotion to soclve in some dogree the

groving nsed.
RUME, gotober 17, 1944, ‘/’-{Q_ﬂ:

.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 24, 1%44.

HOR,. HARHY L. HOPKING:

T0 HEAL AND HETURN,

FoluHe

Confilentinl lettos to the Fres, Ugt, 12,

1944 frem Hon, Yyron O. Tuylor ro relisl to
Thaly und sneloning minutes of twm
meatings st whilch mubfest of ralief
aunnllies =us diaounsed, .loo ensloged
18 eouy of lastan, 10-12-L4,; whiah Mr.
Ta¥lor recaived f+ar Copmodore Ellery W,
Stone, Ao%ing Chier Corminaionem, Al1%ad
Cont=ol Coprinatan.
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THE PERSBONAL REFRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE Rome , October 12, 1944,

Dear Mr. President;

As the subject of relief is vital to the future
in Italy and = as we view it here = to the Permanency even
of the present Italian Govemment, I am sending you here=

with the minutes of two meetings at which the subject of
relief supplies was discussed, T am also enclosing copy

of a letter dated Gotober 12, 1944 which I have received
from Commodore Ellery W. Stone, Acting Chief Commissioner,
Allied Control Commission which will give you an immediate
insight into the present situation, but which is secret
and which I would rather not have circulated.

With cootinued regard, believe me
Sinecerely yours,
Myron C. Taylor

Enclosuresy

Mamorandum;
Istter. /
(with CC for Secrestary Hull) .—~h"’

T

The President

The "hite House DECLASSIFIED "

State Dept. Letter, 1-11- 8929 97
Washington, D.Cs i £ FEB 22 197¢
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HEADQUARTERS ALLIED CONTROL COMMISS TON
Office of the Chief Commissioner
AFO 394
MEMORANDUM for Mr. Myrou Taylor

CTS ¥ ROM 10 G WILS
Octoter 10, 1944

L]
require 1553000 1ok “Aatsdy 12 Mintatp the 300 Bia or dabeshen woua
tons up to Novemter lst, As total imparts for tLis period will be
184,000 tons only, import tonnage necessary to mainte in 300 gram ration
throughout Italy from November lst would be 165,000 tonms monthly beginning
Novamber,

"We are presently frced with following facts relative to hread
ration for all Italy, Receipt of wheatfflour shipment for November and
Decembar of 100,000 tons monthly. AFHQ propese to call forward January
throuwh June 100,000 tons esch month. Bread ration beginning November 1st woul
would have to be not mare than 235 grams for all Italy unless imports
are Wrowht up to our July estimate or equivalent to 165,000 tone hegin-
ning November through Tume 1945,

"If bread ration is now to be reduced in those areas where it is
Dow 300 grams this will be conteary to implications of Fresident 's state-
ment with serious consequences hers and danger of collapse of balance of wheat
ammassing and olive oil ammassing in South,

"Situation in regard other imported supplies follows:

"Due to discontinuance certain items ami reduction of oth ars from
allowed importprogram, present daily ration scale is tr irteen grams mest
and veg stew, thirteen grams driedveg, eight Erams de-hydrated soup but
is now limited to towns ith population of fifty thousand and abovs plus
universal ration four frams sugar daily «ith provision for hospitals and
other special classes, Even sn above limited basis supplies of wimsk
meat, soup, dried ¥egs in hand with talance scheduled to arrive will last
only four momths for Italy up to line of Fro,

"These facts coupled with possible reduction in bread ration south
of Carigliano will fresent not only a grave feeding problem with atterdant
consequences but will impair rather than ensure even a minimum subsistance
level. During coming winter months we would have to expect inc reasa
in diseases and disorders.

"May I have instructions as tg whether (a) the present bread ration
of 300 grams south and 200 Erams north of carigliano line is to be main-
tained or (b) whether ration for all Italy is to be equalised through



235 grams involving cuttack southern Italy; (o) whethsr ration for all
Italy 1s to be aqumlised at 300 grams as recommended in your Alrarsm
to CCS of 3aoptorbhor Ddth,”

SAOMED has agreed to cable the OGS to point out that presently
schodulsd shipments are not suffiojent to implement the/FPresidemt*s
statement . implications of the

(signed) Ellary W. Stone
Commodora USNR
Acting Chief Commiss loper



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESICENT AND THE SECRETAHY OF STATE

en the subject of Hellef in Italy

i —————— o

In connection with the telsgram which was addressed te the
Hemerable Herbert Lebmann under date of September 27, 194 (and
whish he has been requested to communicate to the Department)
we weuld strengly urge that the actual distributiem of relief
be cosrdinated in all respects under the leadership of the
Natiomal Committee for the Distributiem of Relief Suppliea in
Italys. 48 you have been informed, that organization compre-—
bends the use of all facilities on a free basis of the Italian

Gevernment , the Vatican and the Italian Red Cross. Ite admini-
strativa ufﬁu has pow been cempleted with approved szecutives
on an effisient and sconomical basis, and its oparations are
conducted under the advice and supervisien of represantatives

of 4llied Force Headquarters, and Allied Coptrel Commission,
americsn Fed Cross, American Relief for Italy Inc., and now with
the emtry of UNRRA it naturally requires representation by that
organization on the advisory and supervisory groups A gaparate
activity in the field of relief would undeubtedly cause confusion
and waste, Te meet the emergency af this winter the minimum basic
vital supplies that are needed can be summed up, excluding pro-
vision for children contemplated by UNRRA, as follows;

1) Fleur, from which various food itema in different
forms can be made (wheat imposes comversion
and is therefore not immediately uwseful;
milling facilities are not mlways available)

2) Cheese, so basic in Italian diet
3) coffes, Sugar and Soap
4) Clothing and shoesj Blankets are urgently Deaded.

If these items can be provided im bulk gquantitiea the winter
can be tided over if tramsportation is made available te deliver
these products im the devastated Provinces before the floods make
the rivers impassable, the bridges having besn guitegenerally
destroyed and not rebuilt.

The advisory group abeve desoribed met with very satisfactory
results at a meeting last gaturday and Tussday with the following
attending:

Ambagsador Myron C. Taylew

HeE. Prime Minister Ivemce Eonomi

Tudge Juvenal Marchisie

Dr. Zanotti=Blanso, Freeident Ttalian Red Croas

M¥r. Howard B. Barr, peputy for Mr. Taylor AsRels

¥r., Franklin C. Gowen, U, S. Departnmt of State

H.Es Frince garle Facelll

H. Ee Ambassador Sir Hoel Charles

H.E. Minister Visconti-Venosta, Ttalian Foreipn Minister
Frige General (e S Parkinson

Enginesr CeB. Vicentini, Director Kat. Ccommittes
gomnodore Ellary We Stome, AaCeln

HeE. Frince Doria Pamphild

Mr. Mason H. Dobson, American Red Cross

(Ambassador girk was unable to attend the 'rmldu.rm o

luncheon mesting)



Tha four points offered for discussion at the luncheon

moat t the
:-'Ih L} homs of Ambassador Taylor, onm Ooctober 9, 1944,

1) FREE FOOD AND CLOTHING;

(a) as compared with system of purchase
through commercial chamnels

(b) promotion of gifts in money and kind
from Jtalian and Foreign Governments

2) TRARSPORTATION:
(a) Means prosently aveilable in Italy

(b) Means reasomably obtainable outaids
Italy

{e) Bfficient integration of present trans-
portation resources:

1, Trucks
£+ Shipping
3, Rail

4« Other

3)  MATIOHAL COMMITTEE:
{a) as sole mechanism for distribution of rellaf

{b) as factor in the development of the concept
of helping Italisns to help themselves

{c) as ereative of an organization that In the
future will be an asset to Italy in times
of national disaster or calamity

4) CANCELLATIGN (F PERMITS AND BANS RESTRICTING TRALDE

Ambassader Taylor brought up each polat for discussion in
turn, although the majority of interest at thiz short meeting
was shown in the points regarding free distribution of food and
olothing, transportation end the cancellation of permits re=
stricting trade.

om the subjeet of free food and clothing, HaE. Prime Minister

Ponomi indicated a desire on the part of the Italian Government
to meet smergency nesds by diatributing free food and clothing.
Brigadier Cenaral Farkinson observed that areas in the greatest
sritical need could best be served by this method to meet the
emergency of this winter and felt that this method should be
included im the thinking of the smntire groups The comments

given by repressntatives of the Ttalisn novernment and the

Allied



jgl‘r

Allied military gemerally comourred in these observations. It
was again noted by Commodore Stope and the group concurred in

the thought that basis food requirements should be met through
normal chamnels but that the smergency of tiis winter offersd

an opportunity for this type of activity.

0o the subject of food and clothing all present agreed that
a fow basic items should be concemtrated om at the expemss of

variety.

The subject of tremsportation was discussed in great detail
in that it is the key problem in the entire Italian situationm.
Mre Taylor and Judge Marchisio brought to the attention of the
group the discussion and comments of Major Kiplinger of Allied
Force Feadquarters who stated arrsngements wers presently under
way to utilize to the fullest extent ccovoys returning from the
gombat area within 30 kilaometors on esch side of the primcipal
military highway providing the transport of civilian gooda would
not delay a military convoy more tham 24 hours, Com=modore Stons
and Prime Minister Bonomi oboerved that this would be of great
assistance in meeting the bulk needs of the Itallan communities.
it wa3 also hoped that the uss of rail would be eimilarly arranged
so that the transport facilities pressntly in the country would be
fully used, Prime Minister Bonomi informed the group that a national
agency for the coordination of Italiam truck transport had been or-
ganized at the instance of the Allied Commissioms It is hoped that
this agency will act ar a national pool of Italisn eivilian trens-
port and will ezpedite economic use of such availabls transport. He
further ohserved that he was not sure that such a plam would not tog
dowm free movement of transport and entail so mush comfusion that it
would meet with 1ittle sucoess. He was sure thet if this wms the
cass the agensy would be thoroughly redirected or dissclved. It was
apparent from the general comment that additiomal trucks and the
eritical need for replacement parts including tires and batteries, if
met, would activate n substantial nuter of Itallan motor vehicles und
ralievs the transport situation. Enginser Vicentini, Mr. Barr and
Judgs Marchisio sdvanced the hope that new vehicles from America or
other countries could save the situatiom by acting as a pucleus for
posential transport and that as repair parts were received Italian
trucks could be added to this essential nucleus.

Transport by ship betwsen the islands of Sardinia, Sicily and
thes mainland as well as coastwise shipping was generanlly discussed.
Commodore Stone stated that the AC had been attempting for some months
to got the release of avallable small Ttalisn tonnage to move grain,
salt, sulphur, coal and other essentials from the islands to the main-
land, He stated that he had not been able to get adequate tonnage
despite its apparent availability, Prims Minister Bonomi felt sure
that thare wore adejuate orews and administrative personmal to ad-
minister a program of coastwise shippiog and that it was difficult
for him to understand why this means had not besn more greatly used.
Commodore Stome replied that he was using every mesns posaibles to
sxpedite the use of schoomers, that he sincerely hoped the
Prime Mipister and the Italisn Government would see that
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schooners relsased were used to haul essential materinls, which
would meet the winter's need., Engineer Vicentini desoribed the
diffieulties regarding mainland trade with the islands and stated
that from bis experience with the fesding of the city of Home
every effort should be made %o use all available toonage for the
i1stribution of materials in Italy.

The subject of ocean shipping from possible sources of supply
was brought up with the notification of the group by Mr. Tayler
that tonnage had been mmde avallable to Ameriean Relisf for Italy
for ite materials and that it was hoped that additional tonnage
would be made available, Prime Minister Bomomi then stated that
sme nine ships presently in the ports of Argentins belonging to
the Italisn Government should be made availabls to import necescary
supplies. Foreign Secrstary Visconti-Venosta stuted that the sube
Ject of the release of the nine shipe in the Argentine was currently
a subject of representqtion to the British and American Governments
and hs felt should not be discussed at this time, Sir Noel Charles
concurred in this regard. Frince Carlo Pacelli, representing the
Vatican, informed the group that the Vatican flag could be used on
any =hipe obtainable and suggested that this might be ome solution
to the problem of jurisdioction and natiomality., Judge Marchisis
then observed that the Soveroign Military Order of Malta had of=
fered the use of their flag for ships concerning themselves with
relief for the civilim populatiom of Italy.

Commodore Stone then stated that he had recently received
information that would lead him to belleve that the monthly basic
nsgessary imports of 130,000 tons might be drastically curtailed.
The 130,000 tons to be imported mccording to Commodore Stome are
the basic minimum imports to maimtain the present ration below the
Fisa=Rimini line. He was empbatic in his observation that this
tonnage was absolutely ecsential and must be met, Sir Noel Charles
spoke on the subject of these basis imports and felt sure that
every effort should be made to maintain the present s=tandard of
raticoning and to continue this basic tonnage, The Prime Minister
and others present concurred and impressed upom the group the
absolute peocesaity of maintaining present rationing and the need
to increase rotber than detract from the basic goods, Prinoce
Dorie and Prime Minister Bonomi both emphasized the sccial and
political significance of a possible redudtionin rations, Tha
entire group was impressed with the gravity of the situation,

As to poimt (3) there wag little discussion ae all presemt
agread that all relief for free distritution must of necessity
be channeled through a singls Ttalisn agency and that only confusion
would result in embracing a differsnt plan, UNRRA and whatever other
potential plans for relief are included in this understaniing.

The subject of the cancellation of permits and bans restrict-
ing trade was presented by Mr. Taylor who threw out as a question the
possibility fhat the resumption of trade by the communities histori-
cally familiar to Italy might relieve the situstiom. Prime Minister
Bonomi replied stating that he had recently issued a direotive can-
celling the majority of restrictive regulations in liberated Ttaly
to permit the resumption of trade. All present at the conference
conourred as to the nscessity of this metion and recussted that

trade
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trade be stimulated., It was again emphasized as to the nesd
for the utilization of all transport to permit such resumption
of trade,

The mesting closed with the expressions of thanks on the
part of Sir Noel Charles, Frime Minister Bonomi and Frince
Doris to Ambassador Taylor for the interest shown and the
desire sxpressed to assist Italy to re-establish itself,
Both the Prime Minister and Frince Doria emphasized the
gravity of the situation ip their closing remarks and again
reiterated their remarks as to the social and politisal
significance of immediste sction to solve in some

growing need.

ROME, October 12, 1944, 'j-f/
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