


November 1, 1944.

TOs HON. MYRON TAYLOR
FROM: THE PRESIDENT

The legal advisors to the Btate Department inform
me that because of the precedents ereated by President
Lincoln in accepting citiszenship conferred by 8an Marino,
and President Wilson in aceepting citizenship conferred
by HAome andlunvtral other Italian cities, as well as other
cities in Prance and Spain, there is no constitutional
objection to my receiving honorary eitisenship of Rome.

Will you tell them, therefore, that I shall be
very happy and honored to have this conferred on me

ab a?

ROQEEVELT



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

October 31, 1944

MDIORANDUM FOR MISS GRACE TULLY

Ag [ e ide f
Ze of the City of

Here is the legal opinion in comneetion
with the cable from Myron Taylor inguiring
whether it would be mcceptable to the
President if, during the present week,

Frinee Duria, Mayor of Rome, conferred upon

him in sbsentia honorary citizenship of
Home.

Lttachment



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE LEGAL ADVISER

October 31, 1944

Acceptance by the President of Honorary
citizanﬁﬁig of the City ol Rome

Mr. Taylor states in hils telegram of October 30
from Rome that officials of the Vatican have inquired
whether 1t would be acceptable to the President if
during the present week Prince Duria, Mayor of Rome,
conferred upon him in absentia honorary citizenship of
Fome.

Article I, Sectlon 89, of the Constitution provides
that no title of nobllity shall be granted by the United
States and that "no Person holding any Office of Profit
or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the
Congress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or
title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or
foreign State".

An act of Congress approved January 31, 1881 pro-
vides that any "present, decoration, or other thing
which shall be conferred or presented by any forelgn
government to any officer of the United States . + «
shall be tendered through the Department of State and
not to the indlvidual in person, but such present,
decoration, or other thing shall not be delivered by
the Depertment of State unless so authorized by act of
Congress." (U.S. Code, Title 5, Section 115)

The purpose of the provislon in the Constitution
was to prevent officlals of this Government fromb eing
influenced by foreign governuents.

It 1s not quite certaln what the status of "Prince
Duria" is, but it is understood that he is not a member
of the Royal Femily, but rather holds the title under

the
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the Vatiesn. In any event it is certaln that he does
not represent a foreign government, but rather holds =
title from the Vatlcan.

The provisions of the Constitution have been rather
broadly interpreted and have even been held to prevent
the acceptance by officials of this Governuent of presents
tendered by Prince Henry of Prussia on the sccaslon of a
visit by him to the Unlted States, elthough he was not a
reigning Prince. (24 Opinlons Attorney General, 116-118)

Perhiaps the better approach to the present questlion
is by way of precedents. It is found that President
Lincoln in 1861 formally sccepted cltlzenship conferred
upon him by the Soverelgn Council of the Republic of
San Marinec. San Marino was and is & state and hence
would seem more clearly to fall withln the provisions of
the Constltutlion then would the City of Home. Moreover,
in 1919 President Wilson accepted citlzenshlp conferred
by the City of Rome and presented by Don Frospero Colonnea,
who apparently was an Italien Prince.

President Wilson alsoc accepted citizenship from
Cetania, Alimena, Florence, Aguaformosa, Palermo and
Gastelverde, Italy, as well as from Toulouse and Heus,
France, and Barcelona, Spain.

Having in mind these several precedents, I see no
resscn why the President should not accept the tender of
hororary cltlizenship by the City of Rome.

Green H./Haokrurth
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 3, 1044,
MEHORANDUM FOR
HON. HARRY HOPKING:
T0 DO THE NECESSARY,

F.D.R,



THE PERSONAL REPRESBENTATIVE OF THE
FRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE

£, via Boncompagni, Rome.

October 28, 1944.

Dear Mr. President:

In a telegram which I have sent today recounting my
audience with His Holiness the Pope this morning, I indieated
that we would be sending a lengthy statement in respect to
the development and plans for the distribution of donated
relief to the destitute population in that part of Ttaly
which has besn released by the military authorities to the
Italian Government. Accompanying this letter that statement
will be found. It deseribes the fmeilities now in existence
at the disposition of the Government, the Vatican and the
Itelien Red Cross whieh, as you kmow, we have recently
brought together on a basis of free service in the National
Committes for the Distribution of Relief in Italy.

The expansion of these facilities as emergencies may
require, will meet all needs, This is the opinion of all
here who have shown active intersst in the problem. The
vital deficiencies through which only these facilities oan
be made to function effectively are an adeguate supply of
food, principally wheat products, milk in available forms,
cheese, sugar and coffee that would be required from America,
and sdditional transpertstion, i.s. trucks. Other essentials
commonly used in Italy, sueh as oil, wine and ealt, with
improved transportation facilities are available in this
“Eim-

Tha

To the Freasident,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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The purpose of the dooument, as indieated in the tele-
gEram above mentioned, is to snlist your support and that of
our governmental agencies for a collaborated and coordinated
agsooiation with TNRRA when it invades the fisld of Italy,
Obviously theres are no other existing facllities for distri-
bution of any consequence cutside the three which are combined
in the National Committes. It therefore becomes not only
important but in fmet necessary that UNERA should combine its
activities with those of other mgencies, some of which will
be distributing st least to an extent the same items which
UNFRA has indicated will be its chisf interest. Entrance of
UNFRA a8 a separate agenoy in this fisld could only intensify
competition for the meagre shipping space, warshousing fecili-
ties, transportation and distribution facilitiea, unless its
ectivities wers cocordinated with those elrsady in sxistence
a8 by this memorandum described,

I believe another festure that should command your atten-
tion is that TNRRA's representatives who conferred with us in
Septenber indicated that they were plsnning to conduet relisf
ectivities on both a sele and donated basis. We fesl that
thie is undeaizebles, ms the sale basis is slready involved in
the administration of supply affeirs by A.C.C. and the Italian
Government. What we are aiming at is real relief, donated
relleaf, and not to set up commercial relaticns among people
in grave distress, putting a premium upon the possession of
money. Juch cperations are the mother of erime, which already
is beginning to indicate itself in verious localities,

May I bespeak your particular attention to the vital
points in this problem snd with assurences of continuing
ragard, belisve me
Sincerely yours,
Ma__f”-

Myron C. 'E‘u;.rinr

Enclosuraes;
3 coplea of statement.
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STATEMENT O THE FLANS FOG THE DISTRISUTION
CF DOMATED HELISP SUPPLIS IN ITALY
AlD 115 HELATIONSETF TO UWALLA

It is highly lesportsnt befors the advent of UsHHA in
the Itulian field to aguin bring to your attentien the
situation which surrounds relief activities at the present
tine. On September 27 I wired kerbert Lehmann a preliminary
statement in respesct to relilef asctivities in Italy. I
would like to supplament that statacent of which L assume
ir. Lelwan, in accord with my request, his furnished you a
Copy

Heliaf to the civilian populstieon uws sn Itslian funetien
is cnly permitted in the libersted zone which has hatnl
released to the Itallan tovernwent. The relsased zone at the
present tipe follows & line meross Itcly, bounded cn the
nerth by the relcoased previnces of Vitsrbo, dietd, Teraco
on & line drawm rooghly from Viterbe turough Rieti and
Teramo to the cosst. Horth of that line up to the zome of
agtive operations, Allied Miljtsry Government 1s in execlusive
control for all purpos 8. In the released arsa the E.0.4.,
"Ente Comeunsle di assistenza, creasted by decres in 1937,
ig the reguler agency of thes Itelian Government for the
purpose of granting gensral relief to the destitute populatien,
It pay operata soup kitchens, issus relief orders for food,
"baonl wiveri®, or pey relier in cush. There is an E.C.A.
in sach comune.

The "Cpera lazlonale laternita el Infanza® is starting
its former program of fesding expectant mothers, nursing
mothers and pra-school childrsn. Tha procedure is to admit
wopan to "refectories” on the busis of financial nsad and
physical nsed, as determined in the Azency's clinica. Like-
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wise, allowances of powdered eilk and such suitable other
fools us way be avallcble are distriboted to infunts on the
basis of daterminetions mnde in the Azency's pediatrie
¢liniees. Older children of [re-solcel e receive one mesl
deily in dsy nuarseriss.

At present the isstnnce of "buaond viveri" is rore
pravalent in Sieily. On the wainland it 1e rarely used.

In April 1944 the Itulisn Government adopted o decraes,
enusing the S.C.A. Committse to be dirsected by the Communnla
1 Giante and providing that the Committee ahould cheoose ita
cuwn president. This change of aduinistration has not taken
effeet in all provinces.

9 The prefect of the province is responsible for the
operation of the E.C.A.'s in his province, anl 1t 1is his
obligstion to see thst nacesscry food &nd poney ere supplied
and thet the rpencies function eff-ctively:. In the Hetional
Fovernment supervision of E.C.4. centers in the Director
Genaral of Civil Adednistroticon, Hinister of the Interier.

The "Opera YNazlonale Maternita ad Infanza" (0.7.M.T.)
is a paristetal agency with Leadjoartoers in Jeme and with

provineial end communal branches. Food 1e provided for the
E.C.4. and the O.NM.I. threogh reguler alimentotion channels.
Fuonds are provided by the Itelinn Governpemt for thaae
cperitions in the releasad areas. Thtss funds, &t the national
level in ths rslesssd arca, sre provided throogn the Minister
of the Intarior.

The policy of the A.C.0. is to place in operation in
aach ccowune the Z.0.A, for the parpose of gruntins ralief
to the Jdestitute populstion. A.2.C. hus set no gapersl rule
ragurding the operutien of seu, kitehans by E.C.A. Tha watter
15 laft to the local aotheritisa. West soup kitchens operate
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at & gost of from three lire to six lire a mesl. UMoternal
refectories, wvsuslly feeding more sdeguately, alfford a coat
of eight lire por mpeal. The cost of feeding children in an
institoticen three meals o day for on aversges ege of seven
yeurs is approximetely fifteen lire a day. These are food
coste only.

In addition to these provisions for compunal fesdin: of
destitute persons, the Vetiecan through the Fontifical Comnis-
sion, Tounded at the axpress wish of the Holy FPather Fope
Pius XII, began its work in March of this yesar and, at the
beginning, linited its sctivities te Rome and the area naar
to the Capital.

A8 the war operstions developed in intsnaity the problem
of essisting the refugees became ever more complicatsd and
the maxisum effort was pade to bring relief to them in their
trapgle pitustion.

The work wes carried cut secerding te a plan which can be
thus resclved in chronclogical order: 1) csnsys 2) gollection
of monsy and elething 2) aspdritual and meterial sssistunce
4) pepatriation 5) spiritual snd witerisl reconstruction.

The Presidency of the Commission has at its cull &
Secretusriate, from which two offices dejend for the realization
of the work: the Opgenization ffice (relijiousm ani weterisl
assistence in the refugee coamps and hogpitaols; senitary
ussistance; teuhllﬁm aesistonce; collecting centrej press
office and radio-cine-phetegraphic serviceal; the adwinigtration
Cffice (research office; rupstriation and informaticon cificej
legal department; stores; accountent's office).

A8 the work developed it wee found necessary to sst up
20 branch offices in the varicus regions of Hows and other
sectione in the Archdiccdesss snd dicceses of Italy, nany of
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which Lave furtiher extended their work with the setting up

of sub=scgtions in the verious parisnas.

The work of churitabls assiastence whiclh can be seen in
Homs is slse carried out by the Diccesan centres with excellent
results, due to the self-sacrificing spirit of the prieste
and leyeen whe collaborute in this work.

Following the example of the Holy Father, wio Tollows
with fatherly interest the sctivities of the Poentifical
Commdssicon, the Bishops in the various Dioceses dedicate
thamselves with a spirit of Christian charity to the sssisting
of the refugees.

Among othar things it has been possitls to set up in
Central Italy 53 "Hefectories of the Pope™ which distribote
more than & million soup meals every menth and assiet &
huge nupbar of refugees with the twe hundred thousand garnents
8o charitably given by the arsricen Red Cross.

The appeal for help for the refugees which is now Leing
wade in the Dicceses will help, at least partislly, to reliave
the sufferings of the poor and abandoned.

The Medicul Office of the Comuissicn hue cobe to the help

of the sick in verious waysi

' 1) With the setting up of 15 anti-palericl centres and an
anti-palarisl campaign in the Fomtine Mershes and in
the Cassino areu.

2) With the foundation of first aild stutione for the poor
in an ever-increasin nomber of centres which Lave
suffered wost from the war.

8) with the foundation of clinics for the poor in Home
iteelf whare the suffering may find medical advice and
free pedicines.

4) With the foondation of elinies for the ghildren ef the poor.




5) With toe publicstion of pamphlets writtan by specisliaste,
wiich give practicsl advice on hysiéne end sickness.

The third foeility is the Italian Hed Cross.

The basic erginization of the Italian Hed Cross conslsts
of & Natlonel overall agency subdividad inteo zenes or areas,
these zones having partial agtonomy with & =ons or area
compdttes, Under the Scne of crea cospmdittes ars tie provincisl
ergunizations with & provincisl corpdttes. The provinelal
cotmittes has capresentotion in the communes. The busic
services of Italisn dad Jross srs largely wadical in thelr
nature but inelode sooiul service.

During the wer the sdditicnel responsibility of POW
infeormation hss been ineluded. Ths orpanizstion of this
voluntesr service plus & paid staff offers a reservolr of
assistunce and informution as the work of this section of the
Hed Cross diminishea.

Hedical service is broken dewn into:l
1} Hospitala.

(&) In all Itely they opsrate four tubsreulosis sani-
toriums and 12 preventoriums lergely intesresting
thamselves in the program of tubereulosis prevention
encouraged by the Ministry of the Interior.

(&) They are responsible fer specialized wards or dejart-
wants in publie heapitels.

(o) They have operited 100 out-patient dispenasries,

80 of which rampin in Germsn-cccupied Itely.

() The operstion of mobile hospitils erected during
the war and presently being uoed for civilian
cususlties in the combit zone or in the ures of
wine rields.

{a) The cperstion of first oid stutions expanded for air
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reid protection during the war.

2) Anti-pulurial work. There were 26 anti-palorial

3)

a)

&)

)

stutions in southern Jtaly and 3 eobile melerial control

units working in cocperition and under tis orders of the

Heolth Department, linistry of Interior.

The Hded Cross operctes & viasiting nurses' orgenization

in the larger cities throughout Italy. The city is

divided intc zones with o velonteer comuittes being
responsible for u'zone. For example, there are 22 zohed

in Home with volunmtury eoperating committees osing 200

voluntaer visiting nurses.

NHursing service., There are ol0 gradusted volunteer

nurges in libersted Italy. These norses are grodustes

of ded Cross operuted nursing echools approved by the

Department of Haalth, Ministry of Imterier. 26l nursas

are opersting in preventoris, sanitorices and public

heepitidls and 084 in refugos culpa.

Warehousing and Transport. IRC Las opersted:

{a) Bulk warehouses an’ hes & systes of warehousing
with some experienced em leyses. although & mejor
portion of their ;‘.I.I‘Ihnl.ilﬂﬂ hawe been requisitioned
for military cee they will becoms svailable saortly.

() Transport services are severaly interrupted but the
beaic crgenizstion and gurnge services rutaln in a
reduced stote.

{¢) Apbolsnce service, Although thers were 70 ambalancea
in aervice in southern Ttuly, at the present time
there are only B2 wbulances in opercting eonditiecn
and 100 sdditional unosable becauce of leck of tires
and replacerent parts.

Hefugee eervice, The entire health program of the refugue

canps is the responsibility of the Italian Hed .ross.

Operuated in ecnjunction with the governmant "Comaiseicn
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for iefugees” and the "Fontirical Cormission for

Aefugeed" the Italiun fed Crous hsu cocepted full

respongibility for this service as indicated by the

moblle hospitels wnd the 304 nurses in refuges Culips

Although the Ttalicon Red Cross' services have historically
bean connected with medicinol enl heslth sarvice the busic
ergunizational experiaence in the flelds of nospitul, dispensary,
Visiting nuraes, worehousing snd trensport and refugee health
germit thew to offer a substuntisl contribution in the fiald
of relief distribution. In aeddition to this exyperience the
busic organization of the National Hed Cross throush its
zones and provinces t¢ the ccmwmunes porallels the ergunization
of the Ketional Government and the Veticen. In addition to
offering & substantinl eentributien to distribution the
yarticipation of the ded Cross will permit the strengthening
of tiis organization and will meke a substentisl contribation
to the strengthening of & Lasic structure in Itely.

It is obvious from these stotewmsnts that existing faeili-
tiss on the lutional Government, Vatican and Italian 3.4
Cross level are wdequate if ;crnpa_a:-].,r used to meat the distri-
butive situation within the commnes, provided fool, medicines
and other supplies are aovailable. The three azenciss described--
the '.qu'nml.nt, the Vatican and the ltalian Hed Cross have,
through the railway (in process of rastoration), trucks and
other vehicles, ccntrol over all tne existing tranapertation
fTucilities, The Mationsl Agency hus access te all these
faeilities; on the bssls of frea tranapertstion, free services
and vn].n.nr.uﬁ' workers in gll the necesssry fields. It is
intended te be entirely Italian in charucter in order to help
ituly to help herself. As wdvisers anl ecnsultunts, we Lave
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arranged for representotives of the averiecan Ged Crosa,
amerigun Heliet for Italy; AFuq and ACC,

Thes: orgunissticns alse have, oo io evidant to us,
adequate parsonnel for the centrel and distribution eof raliafl.

In order to rerge into & single relief activity snl to
coordinate relisf erfert under a anified pattern with
experienced guidsnce knd supervisien, the ides of forming the
Hationel Comndttes for Distribotion of d=lief wus daveloped.,
Ly many wesssges and copmunigitions will indieate the [Togress
of thut developeent. The difficult) whick comironts relief
action is claarly indiceted in those communicstions wa belng
those of supply u_:f the essentiul foods snd the means of
transporting them across the ses and upon arrival to the
various commanes in which centers for relief acticn have been
graated. ACC and lstely AFHR have supported the applicsticns
for incroased shipmant of supplies and trucis. Jecent ajvices,
with which you are farilisr, ars most discouraging in both
these mspects, Flesse reler to my cuble ¢ Cgtobar 12 and
your reply no. Bl of Cctober 18.

Kany of the supplics unler gonterpletion by UNRHL have
alsp been in pert provided by Amerdicon fslief for Ite=ly and
by requisition of ACC, shipment of which, 48 you sre awara,
Lus been delayed, we crs udvised, by the Cowbined Chials of
Staff und cther Allied sgencies in Washington or Londen orf
algewhers. It is our opinion that Uddia activities ahwold
likewise be goordinsted with these of the lstlonal Committes
for Distributien of dellef in Ituly in erder thot trers might
be no duplicstion or compatition or confusien. In our
opinion & relstively sumll nue.er of Wil raprasant.tives,
acting in .ewp-lr: tion with the sbove-noied groups, can perform
& wore afficisnt, econoidcal and timely accom lisheent of their
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purpese than by sttespting s separats distribution.

From reporta it seems that UHRUA 18 to be particulsely
active in the field of refugees. The Italisn peuning of
"rafugees" i1s these who are displaced within their cwn country,
while cur genersl approsch to the subject in Amarica has been
with reapect to these whe are driven from their home country
or who are aubject to persscution within thedir home couniry.
The coordinsted Italisn groups within the Nationsl Committes
have & section devoted to refugess, thay are very active in
restoring pecple to their homes from which they have besn
driven by the ccurse of the war, «nd in the aspects of furnishing

' feood, elothing and shelter. ALl parsons in need, whethsr they

ure refugess in the Italian sense or the American sense, ara
treated on an equal busis. Then too, the Fresident's ier
flefugee Board in America and the Intergovernmental Committee
Tor defugees have both bDien &ctive in Italy and we assune
will so continoe.

In py opinion the grestest pessible benefit could be
sgcured tlrough the full cooperation in these activities of
exparienced representatives of the Awmerican Jad Croass. Thay
are active in Italy in cooperation with the army and heve
done magnificent work. They are axtremely popular, very well-
inewn enl heve had excepticnal treining in tiese fields. In
the esrly days when we wera discussing the plan in the Depart-
want for UNHHA many of us were of the opinion, and still ure,
that American Hed Cross assistance in the work of distribution
of relisf would be of the groatest importince &nd vealue to the
succesaful carrying cut of thut undertaking.

UNAHA will find tremendeus problems in wany countries
whare basie distribution facilities are not organized. Basic
distribution facilities in the libersted portion of Ituly are
organized through ths National Cowmmittes. It can, by associating

"
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its activities with the Fational Compittes for the
Distribution of Helief and with the experienced assistunce
which we pay have of further “led Crous personnel, best ilnsure
the efficiency, econcey and succesa of the wiole effort for
1talian relief and that after all is toe prims cbjective.
Entrence of UNARA as a separate sgency ecould only
intensify ecompetition for ths peager shipping apace, warc-
lonsing rncilititi, transportation ant distribution facilities.
The sole nesds ara basic supplies and trucks.

A
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Ostobar BS, 1844.

Dear Mr. Fresidsat:
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2; via Poncompagni, Rome.

To the Presidanmt,

The White Houss,

Washiagbom, D.O.



bation of consejnencs cutelids thres whioh are oombined
in the Natiomal Commit¥es. It therefors becomes not only
important but faot mecessary

activities on both a sale snd domsted basis. We Tesl that
this is undesirable, as the sale basis is alrsady imveolved in
the administration of supply affairs by A.0.C. aad the Italian
Government. What we are aiming at 1s real relisf, donated
relief, and not to set up commeroial relations amomg peopls
in grave distress, putting s premiwm upon the possesssiom of
money. Buch operatioms are the mether of orims, which alresdy
is beginning to ipdicats itsalf in warious looalities.

May I bespsak your partisular attentiom %o the vital
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STATEMENT ON THE FLANS FOX THE DISTRIBUTION
OF DOMATED EELIKF SUPPLI'S IN ITALY
AND ITY RELATIONSHIP TO UNRRA

It ie highly important before the advent of UNHHA in
the Italian field to again bring te your attention the
situstion which surrounds relief activities at the present
time. On September 27 I wired Herbert Lehmann a preliminary
Gtatement in respect to relief activities im Italy. I
would like to supplement that statement of which 1 amssume
ir. Lehman, in accord with my request, has furnished you a
copy.

Relief to the eivilian population as anm Italian funetion
is only permitted in the liberated gone which has been
released to the Italian Government. The released mone at the
present time follows a line across Italy, bounded on the
north by the released provinees of Viterbe, Hieti, Terame
en & line drawn roughly from Viterbo through Rieti and
Teramo to the coast. MNerth of that line up to the zone of
active operations, Allied Military Government is in exclusive
contrel for all purposes. In the released area the EuCulluy
"Ente Communale di issistensa”, ereated by decree in 1937,
is the regular ageney of the Italian Qovernment for the
purpose of granting general relief to the destitute populatien.
It may operste soup kitchens, issue relief orders for foed,
"buoni viveri®, or pay relief in cash. There is an E.C.A.
in sach comuns.

The "Opera Nasienale Maternita ed Infanza® is starting
its former program of fesding expectant mothers, nursing
mothers and pre-schoel children. The procedure is to admit
women to "refectories” on the basis of financial need and
physical need, as determined in the Agency's clinics. Like-
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wise, allowances of powdered milk and such suitable other
foods as may be available are distributed to infants on the
basis of determinations made in the Agency's pediastrie
elinies, Older children of pre-school sge receive one meal
daily in day nurseries.

At present the issusnce of "buoni viveri” 1s more
prevalent in Sicily. On the mainland it is rarely used.

In April 1844 the Italisn Government adeopted a decraes,
causing the £.,C.A., Committee to be directed by the Communale
Gianta and providing that the Committee should cheoose ita
own president. This change of administration has not taken
effect in all provinces.

The prefect of the province is responsible for the
operation of the E.C.A.'s in his province, and it is his
obligation to see that necesssry food and money are supplied
and that the agencies funetion effectively. In the NHational
Government supervision of E.C.A. centers in the Directer
General of Civil Administration, Minister of the Interior.

The "Opera Nazionale Maternita ed Infansa” (O.W.M.I.)
is a paristatal agency with headquarters in Rome and with
provincial snd communal branches. Food is provided for the
E.Cehs and the O.N.M.I. through regular alimentation channels.
Funds are provided by the Italian Government for these
operations in the released areus. These funds, at the national
level in the released area, are provided through the Minister
of the Interior.

The pelicy of the A.C.C. 13 to place in operatien in
esach comeune the E.C.A. for the purpese of granting relief
to the destitute population. A.C.C. has set no general rule
regarding the operation of soup kitchens by E.C.A. The matter
is left to the local authorities. Most soup kitechens operate
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at a cost of from three lire to six lire a meal. Maternal
refectories, usually feeding mere adequately, afford a cosat
of eight lire per meal, The cost of fesding echildren in an
institution three meals a day for an average age of seven
years is approximately fifteen lire a day. These are food
costs only.

In addition to these provisions for communal feesding of
destitute persons, the Vatican threough the Fontifical Commis-
sion, founded at the express wish of the Hely Father FPope
Plue XII, began its work in March of this year and, at the
beginning, limited its activities to Aome and the area near
to the Capital.

As the war coperstions developed in intensity the problem
of assisting the refugees became ever more complicated and
the maximum effort was made to bring relief to them in their
tragic situation.

The work was carried out according te a plan which can be
thus resolved in chronological order: 1) gensus 2) gollegtion
of money and eclothing 3) spiritual and material appistance
4) repatristion 5) spiritual and material regengtryction.

The Presidency of the Commisslon has at its call a
Secretariate, from which twe offices depend for the reslization
of the work: the Organization Offige (religious and material
assistence in the refugee camps and hespitals; sanitary
assistance; tochnical assistence; collecting centrej preass
office and radio-cine-photographic services); the Adminigtration
0ffige (research officej repatriation and information officej
legal department; storesj accountant's office).

As the work developed it was found negessary to aet up
20 branch offices in the variocus regions of Roma and octher
sections in the Archdiodeses and dicceses of ltaly, many of
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which have further extended their work with the setting up
of sub-sections in the various parishes.,

The work of charitable assistance which can be seen in
Home 1s also earried out by the Diocesan centres with excellent
results, due to the self-sacrifieing spirit of the priests
and laymen who collaborate in this work.

Following the example of the Holy Father, who follows
with fatherly interest the activities of the Pontifical
Commission, the Bishops in the various Dicceses dedicate
themselves with a spirit of Christian charity to the assisting
of the refugees.

Among other things it has been possible to set up in
Central Italy 53 "Refectories of the Pope" which Aistribute
more than a million eoup meals every month and assist a
huge number of refugees with the twe hundred thousand garments
80 charitably given by the American Hed Crosas.

The appeal for help for the refugees which is now being
wade in the Dicceses will help, st least partially, to relieve
the sufferings of the poor and abandoned.

The Medical Office of the Commission has come to the help
of the slek in verious ways:

1) With the setting up of 16 anti-malarial centres and an
anti-salarisl eampaign in the Fonmtine Marshes and in
the Caseino area,

2) With the foundation of firet aid stations for the poor
in an ever-inereasing number of centres whieh have
suffered most from the war,

3) With the foundation of eclinies for the poor in Home
iteelf where the suffering may find medical advice and
free medicines.

4) with the foundation of elinies for the children of the poor.
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§) With the publicstion of pamphlets written by specialists,
which give practiecal advice on hygiene and sickness.

The third fagility is the Italian Red Crosa.

The basic organization of the Ttalian Red Cross consists
of a National overall agency subdivided intoc mones or aBreas,
these zones having partisl autonomy with & sone or area
committes, Under the sone or area committee are the provincial
organizations with a provincial committee, The provineial
committee has representation in the communes. The basic
services of ltalian Hed Cross are largely medical in their
nature but include social service.

During the war the additional responsibility of rOW
information has been included. The organization of this
voluntesr service plus & paid staff offers a reserveir of
assistance and information as the work of this section of the
ited Cross diminishas.

Medical service is broken down into:

1) Hospitals.

(a) In all Ttaly they operate four tuberculosis sani-
toriums and 12 preventoriums largely interesting
themselves in the program of tuberculosis prevention
ancouraged by thas Hinistry of the Interior.

(b) They are responsible for specialized wards or depart-
ments in pablie hespitals.

(e) They have cperated 100 out-patient dispensaries,

60 of which remain in German-occupied Italy.

(d) The operation of mobile hespitals ereated during
the war and presently being used for eivilian
casualties in the combat sene or in the area of
mine fields.

(e) The ocperation of first aid stations sxpanded for air
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raid protection during the war,

2) Anti-malarial work. There were 26 anti-malarial
statione in southern Italy and 3 mebile mslarial control
units working in cooperstion and under the orders of the
Health Department, linistry of Interier.

3) The Hed Cross operstes a visiting nurses’ organization
in the larger cities throughout Italy. The eity is
divided into sones with a volunteer committes being
respousible for a sone. For example, there are 22 sones
in Home with veluntary cperating committees uesing 200
volunteer visiting nurses.

4) Nursing service. There are €10 graduated volunteer
nurses in liberated Italy. These nurses are graduates
of led Cross operated nursing schools approved by the
Department of Health, Minietry of Interier. 26l nurses
are operuting in preventoria, sanitoriums and publie
hospitals and 394 in refugee cumps.

8) Warehousing and Transport., IRC has operated:

(a) Bulk warehouses and has & system of warehousing
with some experienced emjloyees. Although a majer
vortieon of their warshouses hasve been requisitioned
for military use they will become available shortly.

(b) Transpert services are severaly interrupted but the
basie organization and garage services remaln in a
reduced state.

(e) Ambulance service. Although there were 780 ambulances
in service in southern Italy, at the present time
there are enly B2 ambulances in operating Sondition
and 100 additional unusable because of lack of tires
and replacement parta,

6) Rofugee service. The entire health program of the refugee
camps is the responsibility of the Italian Hed .ross.
Operated in conjunction with the government "Commission



- -

for Refugees" and the "Fontifical Commission for

Aefugees” the Itsliun Aed Cross has accepted full

Fesponsibility for this service as indicated by the

mobile hospitals and the 394 nurses in refuges camps.

Although the Italian Aed Cross' Services have Listorlically
been connected with wedicinal ani health service the busie
erganizational experience in the fielda of hospital, Jdispensary,
visiting nurses, warehousing and transpert and refuges health
persit them to offer a substantial contribution in the fleld
of relief distribution. In additien to this experience the
basic organization of the National Hed Cross through its
Bones and provinces to the communes parallels the orgunization
of the National Government and the Vatican. In addition to
effering a substantial contribution to distribution the
participation of the lied Cross will perait the strengthening
of this orgenizetion and will make a substantial eontribution
to the strengthening of a basie structure in Italy.

It is obwiocus from these stutewenis that existing facili-
ties on the National Guvernment, Vatican and Italian jied
Cross level are adequate if properly used to meet the distri-
butive situstion within the communaa, provided food, medicines
and other supplies are available. The three agencies described--
the Government, the Vaticen and the Itslian Hed Cross have,
through the railway (in process of restoration), trucks and
ether vehicles, control over all the existing transpertation
facilities. The National Agengy has access to all these
faeilities, on the basis of free transpertation, free services
and voluntary workers in all the necessary fields. It is
intended to be entirely Italian in charseter in erder to help
Italy to help herself. As advisors and consultonts, we Lave
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arranged for repressntatives of the American Red Crosa,
American ielief for Italy, AFEQ and ACC,

These orgunizations also have, as is evident to us,
adequate personnel for the control and dietribution of reldef.

In erder to merge inte a single relief activity and te
coordinate rellef effort under a unified pattern with
experienced guldance and supervisicn, the idea of forming the
National Committee for Distribution of Helief was developed.
iy many messages and communicutions will indicate the Frograsa
of that development. The difficulty which confronts relief
action is clearly indiested in those communications as being
those of supply of the essential foeds and the means of
transporting them acrose the ses and upon arrival to the
various communes in which centers for relief action have been
ereated. ACC and lately AFHQ have supported the applications
for inercased shipment of supplies and trucks. ecent aiviges,
with which you are familiar, are most discouraging in both
these aspects. [I'lease refer to my cable of October 12 and
your reply Ne. Bl of Oectober 19.

Many of the supplies under contemplation by UNRRA have
also been in part provided by Ameriesn Relief for Itsly and
by requisition of ACC, shipment of whigh, as you are aware,
has been delayed, we are advised, by the Combined Chiefs of
Staff and other Allied agencies in Vashington or London or
elsewhere. It is ocur cpinion that UNRRA asctivities should
likewise be coordinated with those of the National Committee
for Distributien of felief in Italy in order that trere might
be ne dupliecsation or competition or comfusion. In our
opinion & relatively small number of UNARA representstives,
acting in cooperstion with the above-named groups, can perform
a more efficient, economical and timely accomplishment of their
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purpose than by attempting a separate distribution.

From reports it seems that UNARA 1s to be particularly
active in the field of refugess. The Ttalian maaning of
"refugees” is those whe are displaced within their own country,
whﬂr our genaral approach to the subject in America has been
with respect to theee whe are driven from their home country
or who are sublect te persecution within their home country.
The coordinated Italian groups within the Naticnal Committes
have a ssction levoted to refugees, they are very active in
restoring people to their homes from which they have been
driven by the course of the war, and in the aspects of furnishing
food, clothing and shelter. All perscns in need, whethar they
are refugess in the Italian sense or the American sense, are
treated on an equal basis. Then too, the "resident's Jar
Aefuges Board in America:and the Intergovernmental Committes
for Refugees have both been active in Ttaly and we assume
will so continue.

In my epinien the greatest posaible benefit could be
secured through the full cooperation in these activities of
experienced representatives of the American Red Cross. They
are active in Italy in cooperation with the army and have
done magnificent work. They are extremely popular, very welle
known ani have had sxcepticnal training in toesa fielda. In
the sarly days when we were discussing the plan in the Depart-
ment for UNARA many of us wers of the opinien, and still are,
that American Sed Cross asslstance in the work of Jdistribution
of relisf would be of the greatest impoertance and value to the
sugeessful carrying cut of that undertaking.

UNRRA will find tremendcus problems in many countries
where basic disiribution facilities are not organised. BHasie
distribution fucilities in the liberated portion of Italy are
erganized through the Natiocnal Committee. It can, by ssscciating
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its activities with the Haticnal Committes for the
Distribution of Relief and with the sxperienced assistance
which we way have of further fed Croes personnel, best insure
the efficiency, economy and success of the whole effort for
ltalian relief and that after all is the prime objective.
Entranee of UNRRA as a4 separates agency could only
intensify competition for the msager ahipping space, war:-
housing facilities, transportation ani distribution facilities.
The scle needs are basic supplies and trucks.
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THE PERSOMAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
FPRESIDENT OF THE UNITED SBTATES OF AMERICA

TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE Rome, November 9, 1944,

Dear Mr. President:

The Brazilian Ambassador to the Holy See, i, Nabuco,
has written me a note today expressing "heartieat con-
gratulations on your brilliant reelesction™, He indicated
that he has had the privilege of being a friend of yours
for many years and that he ig Very much pleased with your
most recent popular success, He desires me to convey to
you "his very warm regards and congratuletions”,

4 similar note hss been received from the Spanish
Ambassador to the Holy See, Don Domingo de las Barcenas,
who offers congratulationms both upon your reelection and
upon the "wonderful way it was carried by both sides and
the whole country”, Ambassador delas Barcenas is a
distingui shed and seasocned veteran in the diplematic
field,

With best regards, believe me, dear kir. President,

Fﬂurll-:__._-_-
e~

Ton C. 'Ta.::rlur

Since

The President
The White House

Washington.




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL

November 25, 1944,
MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY :

I am transmitting herewith two sealed communications
addressed to the President by the Honorable Myron C.
Tayler, Speclal Representative of the President at the

Vatican.
George’ T. Summerlin |
Chief of Protocol
Enclosures:

Two sealed communications.
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THE FERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE .-"4
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIE HOLINESES THE POPE

re

7

.u Rome, Wovember Z7, 1044
2 Via Bonocompagnl

Dear Mr. Fresident:

Enclosed herewith are two coples of a letter
dated Hovember 20, 1944 which I eddressed to the
Hight Honoreble Harold MeoMillan upon his taking
office as Preslident of the illled Commission, in order
that he might properly be made scquainted with the
problams of relief as fer ss American Relief for Italy
and myself heve been condernsd with them., I sent s
¢opy of this letter to General Sir Henry Meitland
Wilson, Allled Suprems Commander in Chief of the
Mediterranean Theeter, snd others interested, cnd have
today recelved a reply from Lt. General J. W. C. Clark,
of which I esnclose a copy.

I balleve that President lacliillan is planning to
visit Washingzton end London before taking up his sotive
duties &3 head of the Allied Commission here; therefore
thess two communicatlons mey be of interest to you. I
am anglosing two coplea for Secretary Hull te whom you
may wish to hand Lhem as being interasting.

Permit me to observe thet the Spanish shipment
originating in Jeouasry this year has = in scoordance
with General Clark's letter encountered s new obstacle.
I would also like to suggest that the relief ship to
which I referred end which hed been discournged previous-
1{, but which General Wilson nnd General Clark now be-
lieve to be feasibls, does not need Lo carry a full cargo
of Amerlcan Rallief for Itely materisls, bubt might carry a
eargo including materials to be made up of rellef msterials
such s flour, end foodstuffs of other sources that sre
intended for relief purposes. I might slso add that the
conoception of relief which is besed upon barter, us 1s the
Allied Commission's restriction upon supplying it to the
Hatliensl Government of Italy, is not relief at all so far
as the nesds of the homeless, hungry, 1lly-olad people in
the devestated Southern Italy who have no money to buy
things, are concarned,

The Fresident

The White House

Washington. f

;k-'ll.lf-‘f--- \./:}?r':,, .I_/Lr.r-c.-.__
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I might also say that thers is an entirely
different approsch to the mstter of relief ia the
minds of our British Allies and ourselves in regard
to Itely end that untll that is removed no complete
solution of the relief problem in Itsly can be ac-
complished.

With meny kind regardn, I am

Singerely yours, —_—

Myron C. Tayio}

Enclosures:

4 coples of letter dated November
20, 1944 to Hon. Harold MacMillan;

2 coples of letter dated Wovember 25,
1944 from Gen. Clurk,
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C. 4+ O's OfTice
mp— ALLTED FORCE HEADGUARTERS

E5th November 1944

Deor Mr. Tayler:

I heve recelved your letter of the 20th Hovamber, 1944,
enclosing o copy of the letter you have sent to Sir Harold
Keolillan regerding dmerican Rellef for Italy,

I would like to give you the present position regarding
the shipment of suprlies from Spaln, the Argentine and U. S. 4.
as it stends todey from our point of view.

Permisslon wee given on 13 October, 1944 for Spanish Bhips
to sall Go Maples and the Spanish Authorities notified their
desire to ssll the Spanish Waval transport "Terifa® from
Bercelons on the 25 Novenmber, 1944,

The cholce of this vessel wus unfortunaste es it is
undesirable to have & neutrnl warship visit HWeples, &nd the
British Navel ittaché at Madrid was notified sccordlmsly. on
£l Wovember, the British idmiralty ruled that the ship should
ba sailed under the Spanish merchsnt flag, but vwe have Jjust
recelved informatlion from the Naval Attaché at Madrid that tha
sailing hes been cancelled. At the momant, the reason for thils
cuncelletlon is not clear, but preasumably it 1s because the
Spenish subhorities have refuscd to allow bhe "Tarifa" to wear
the merchant flag. We have signalled the Heval Attoché et Medrid
to mscertain the reason.

With regerd to the shipment of supplies from the Argentine,
a0 further informetion hes been received of the "Cohtremirante
Cesado" from Buenos Ayres.

A8 you say in your letter to Sir Harold lnoMillan, the
firat shipment of supplies from the U.8.4, arrived off the Fort
of H:ﬁl!l on 17 Hovember, 1344. Unfortunately, this ship con-
talned slso a large jusntity of military stores, which wera
required in the forwerd areas, ond the originnl intention wes
to discharge it completely et Leghorn., Special errangements
have pow been made for it to discharge at Haples, and it will
ba on berth therse by 28 Hovamber, 1944.

A osble hes besn despatched to Weshlngten recommending
elther the provision of & separute ship in future if the volume
of relief supplies is sufficient, or that relief supplies should
be top-stowed where the volume 1s imsufficlient to wngrant a
seperate ship, thus enabling two-port discharge if nececsary.

Contloued sevisasss

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
T,
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I trust that the nectlon we have teken, together with
the ocsble you have sent to Washington willl expedite mattars
in future wnd I cen essure you thet we will do everything
possible to assist ap far as our over-riding militery
commitments will permit.

Yours sincerasly,

(sgd) J. CLAHK

Hon. Myroa O. Taylor
Fersobul Representabive of the
President to His Holiness Pope Plus XIT

i REGRADED UNCLACZSIFIED






THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UMITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE

AL Fbian, F7R (s X 11,24

Mo @l o i Tk ""*“"Ar&;c
Ahnr wagrrfiiau e R
Aot R Heosloor Aeguiie Falining
ar Sovq, Q‘lﬁ‘—n-;wf
A 7

: L -

——




P

THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UMNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINESS THE POPE m' November 1ﬂl 1?4‘"

Dear Mr. Fresident:

I would like to say a few words about my position
as your Perscnal Representative to Pope Fius XII.

Five years have come and gone since Christmas of
1939 when you telephoned aAnsbel and me suggesting this

miseion.

1940 The mission wes undertaken by me early in 1940
when I was received with the greatest kindness by His
Holiness Pope Filus XII, The presentation of your let-
ter of oredence and your personal letter to His Holi-
ness was attended by the usual impressive ceremonies.
Your perscnal letter indicated the desire to work along
parallel lines with His Holiness for the preservation
3 of peace, PFarallel activities developed very quickly
into an effort with His Holiness and such influsnce as
could be exerted by the British, French and other Imbas-

sles to the Holy See, to dissuasde Mussclinl from engaging

The Fresident
The White Houase

Washington.

o -
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Italy in the war, By consensus of opinion Mussolini had
become inereasingly diffioult, leboring under "delusions

of grandeur”, his efforts at empire building in Ethiopia
and elsewhere having met with some success. In this stae
of mind, while had had previously opposed Hitler's ambition
to some extent, he fell a vietim to a belief in the "in-
vineibility of Hitler's armed strength"™. He belisved
Ribbentrop's declaration to the Pope, in April, that the
"war would be over by September 1, snd Britain laid low

and Germany dominsting Eurcpe". As the season wore om, your
final warning to Mussolini, coincident by agreement with one
from the Holy Father, evoked only the response to His Holi-
nesa that lussolini envisaged "Itely's place in the sun®™

as having "windows looking out on the Atlantic on one side,
and on the Hed Sea and the Indian Ocean on the other"., Soon
after this definite and bad tempered rebuff, Mussoclini en-
tered the war with the "gtab in the back" of France. (Memo=
randum reports at the time to you disclose the details of

these affairs).

Our next effort was to illustrate to His Holiness our
attitude toward the war, our sympathy, interest and support

of the British Empire, then sorely pressed, and of our actual
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support with supplies of arms, munitions, financial aid,
and ships, in order that Britain (France having fallen)
might withetand the onslaught of Germany. In this year
I contacted Prime Winister Salazar in Lisbon, undertaking
to shake his fears that Germany, because of her growing
strength, could not fail to comquer her neighbors. I was
convinced of Salazar's influence with General Franco and
it was important to keep Spain from entering the war on the
Axis side. (My report at the time upon this meeting will be
found interesting reading in view of subsequent events), In
these dark hours I also visited, en route to Washingtom, to
report to you, Mr. President, Prime Minister Churchill, other
British Cabinet officers, Cardinal Hinsley, and others im
England, expressing assurance of our sympathy and our support
of Britain and France. Germany attacked Russia in this period,
and so dark were the days that our most competent military and
political experts even fixed the day = August 15th = as the time
of the complete Russian collapse and of subsequent general
European disaster,

En route home, and at your request, I alsc arranged for
David Grey to come to London from Dublin to discuss the sensi-
tive Irish situation and carry back to Dublin our confident

assurance. I thought best mot to visit Dublin in person at
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that time, A careful report on the Irish situstion resulted
and was placed in your hands by me on my return, I believe
this report had influence in determining our subsequent policy
regarding Ireland. It is my belief that our very confidence
and the support that we brought to the then Allies of Britain,
in the face of the then existing grave doubts about Allied
capacity successfully to resiet, were so effective that doubt=
Tul minds in high places outside Germany withheld Axis support
until that strength could be demonstrated,

Later in this year (1941) Japan attacked us at Pearl
Harbor. The Axis Powers Tollowed quickly and declared war

Uupon us,

1942 saw us at war with the Axle Powers. During this
year I came through heutral, and openly through enemy lines,
to the Vatican though we were at war with Italy., I made clear
to the Holy Father our position regarding our vast Productive
capacity, our national solidarity of purpose, our great natural
and finaneial resources backed by the will of a great and strong
pecple to wage relentless war until Fascism and Nazism wers
destroyed. I presented carefully prepared documents which I
had caused to be assembled to His Holiness that were positive

and forceful, intending to reassure the Fope and to erystallize



bhis conviction into the certainty that the iAxis must be defeated
and that Axis strength, though great, would be conguered, This
document also intended to fix clearly the attitude of the Vatican.
His Holiness responded with a written document which both the
Prime Minister and yourself characterized as "historie"™, Both
documents were read aloud at the dinner table in Downing Street
by the Prime Minister, in the presence of lirs. Churchill, his
daughter Sarah, Ambassador Winant and myself, on a never to=be=
forgotten night. All were greatly moved and reassured. Those
original documents are in your hands,

En route home, after meeting the Prime Minister, many Spanish
generals and public mem, I visited General Franco at Madrid
(Cctober 1942) displaying again our confident comviction that
Germany would be defeated. General Franco indulged im a long
dissertation to the effect that Russia was defeated, that German
strength could not be overcome and that the war in ‘the interest
of the saving of human lives should end and a reasonable comproe
mise brought about, Franco's confidence that Russia would cole
lapse was shaken by our demonstration of capacity to make war
upon the Axis. It has been indicated by the imerican Ambassador
at Uadrid who mccompanied me to see General Franco, that that

visit marked the turning point in Franco's attitude and that he

was shaken by the arguments we presented, displaying our purposes
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and our confidence in overthrowing Hitlerism. (Ambassador
Hayes's written report to yourself, and subsequent communica-
tions to me well illustrate how this interview did in fact
mark the turning point and improvement in Spanish-jmerican
relaticns. )

The Russian campeign, as you will recall, was at a very
low level (October 1942).

I also visited again with Prime Minister Salazar at
Lisbon. Uselng the same confident persuasion as with the Pope
and Franco, I bolstered his declining faith in Allied victory.
(The report on this meeting will also be found in your files,
and will likewise, I believe, be found of interest im the light

of subsequent events),

In 1943 Italy surrendered unconditiomally. You will re=
call our constant touch over the Vatican Radio from Washington
with His Holiness. The first preparation for the extinction
of lussolini was the day that I brought to you the seoret mes=
sage, in response to one of my own regarding Mussolini's fall
and the retirement of Italy from the war, which you charmc-
terized "as the first break in the whole Axis organization" and
which ceme to me through that channel,

The suggestion regarding the recognitiom of the royel tra-

dition, the unfamiliarity of the Italian pecple with democratic
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governmental processes such =8 we enjoy, the basis of Italiam
military cooperation with our military emtry into Italy proper
and our succeseful efforts te save Rome from destructionm, the
fall of Rome practically without damege to its historie and
religious monuments, as well as the saving practically unharmed
of the city itself, these efforts you, Mr. President, supported

generously and effectively.

Since the ocoupation of Rome the many services this Misal on
has performed in =14 of Allied and Italian military and civilian
life has been of great volume. During this period, and until
Septenber 1944 there was no other ecivilian agency to which the
military and civilian populstions had as easy access as to this
lission, Upon the arrivel of Ambassador Eirk in Rome (July 16)
and the opening of his office here as Political Jdvisor to Italy
many of these activities of a more political character were taken
over by him and his staff., A multitude of officers, saldiers,
sallors, airmen, and the men and wamen of the many services,
particularly from our own country, sought audiences with the
Holy Father, whose unibhrm willingness and kindness has been a
great factor in this period of occupation. He has indeed been
a great spiritual ally and ranks with yourself, lir. President, im

the galaxy of great men of these days,



With the tide of battle turning strongly in Russian
and Allied favor in Europe, an effort by various and clever
means to sow the seeds for a "negotiated” pemce with Germany
was eponsored in many quarters and alleged to be implemented
within some Catholie groups in America and in Rome., The
Pope's allocution of Jume 2nd on the subject of the war was
interpreted in many quarters as promoting a "negotiated”
peace,*

at your request I returned to Rome pramptly upon its
fall June 5, arriving the middle of that month., My task was
to explain the need, the logic and Practicability of uncon-
ditional surrender by Gemany in the light of the war, Ger-
many's hideous practices and the war's primary csuses, It
was vitally important to the present and to the future that
there should be left no ground for the develepment of an illu-
sion to be ripened into a slogan by Germany that she had "never
been beaten™, That tesk has not been an easy one, No further
addresses encouraging an early or "negotiated™ peasce have been
made by His Holiness. On the contrary, the Pope's allocution,
September 1, 1944, definitely discussed and enumerated the basie
conditions for civilized life of the individual and the mass of
bumanity, and the spiritual relationship as e essential alement.+*

® See Appendices I and II
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I was also important at this point to develop in the
minde of the Pope and of the authorities of the Holy Ses
the necessity for and the general schame of an international
organization for the preservation of world order and peace.
Tou will recall that I worked with the Committee of the
State Department , with Sumner Welles and later with Secretary
Hull in evolving the basis for these and other postwar pro=-
Jecte, assisted in their drafting, and perscnally reviewed
them with Chief Justice Hyzhes, Honorable John Dgvis, and
Govermor Miller. I was thus fully femiliar with these plans
and could present them to His Holiness. These arguments
which I consecutively presented were followed ulti,ately by
presenting to His Holiness an authorized copy of the proposed
Dumbarton QOaks Plan for an international organizesticn., In
his last allecution the Pope explained the meed for and
supported such a plan (September 1, 1944)* and did me the
honor to attribute his reference to it to my personal
suggestion., The Pope really laid the groundwork for un-
conditional surrender and rebuilding of a better temporal
State,

A great number of related probleme have been considered,

reported to you, Mr. President, and acted upon in many fields,

*See Asppendix II
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Larly in 1944, at your instance, I undertook to organize
American Relief for Italy. The controversies in Ttalian pol-
itics reaching across the sea to the great Italo-imericen
population made the dvelopment of unity of action even in the
field of charity in America a difficult problem, By stages this
was accomplished. The President's Committee, the National War
Fund, supported this enterprise. In April and May the collec-
tion of used clothing, shoes, materiels, milk and medical supplies
proceeded, and now at the time this letter is written in November,
over 5,000,000 pounds have been assembled and, after much diffie
culty in securing tramsportation, sbout 4,000,000 pounds have
been shipped to Italy. Half of it has arrived.

Heentime, on arrival in Rome, I found no organized facili-
ties, either in the Allied Ary or in the National Government,
or agy civilian agencies to insure distribution., T Bucceaded
in persuading the National Govermment (Prime Minister Bonomi),
the Vaticen (His Holiness Pope Pius XII) » 8nd the Italian Red
Cross (Dr. Umberto Zanotti=Bianco, President) to Join in the
fomation of = National Agency for the Distribution of Relief
in Itely. The Prime Minister, Signor Bonomi, Pope Pius XIT,
and yourself, Mr, President, gave consent and approral. The

inclusion of the Italian Red Croas was to glve it assistsnacs
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to rebuild its organization., It was at a low ebb.

Distribution before the end of this week in the most sorely
devastated oreas will begin. It should move in a steady stream
80 long as a generovus Americen public continues its donations,
and the National War Fund ontinues its support.

By the time of Gemany's surrender I believe the gquestions
involving A.muriuan Relief for Italy and with which I have bean
concerned will have been solved. The principal ones have al-
ready been solved. I shall then have directed the Italian side
of American Rellef for Italy's setivities, so that with the im-
portant cooperation and contritution of Mr. Howard Barr, appointed
by me as my deputy chairmam in Italy, and released temporarily by
American Red Cross, relief distribution will have advanced to
the point where repetition of operation begins, organization
ands.

It 18 my thought at not too late a moment to turnm over to
the National Comaittee for the Distribution of Relief in Italy
complete ch.rge of all distribution of American Relief for
Italy's supplies. American Relief for Italy should then leave
this field. From present indications that will be possible
after several months' time, possibly by the time of the surren-
der of Germany.

There remains, then, the unconditional surrender of
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Germany to end the cycle of events in this five year period.
That surrender i8 a matter of months only - it may be of

weaks onlys

From the moment of the unconditional surrender of
Germany the military, for years to come, must lmpose severe
terms upon that country. I bellieve that may requests for
alleviation of national hardships upon Germany, by individusals
and groups, will find their way to the Vatlcan. That is the
case now with respect to Italy. The procedurs in practically
gll such cases should be to refer such regquests to the military
authorities for decisicn. This Mission will not be in a posi-
tion to consider or determine any question of relazation of the
terms imposed., Helatively few such requests should be referred
to you or to the State Department, This does not call for
exercise of judgment or decision on the part of this Mission,
as the military should daminate for = long time to come,

Great guestions of political character are them unlikely
to be presented or considered by the Vatican. I am led to be=
lieve the Vatican will more and more feel that itshould abstain
from matters particularly political., It has an interest in the
Catholic groups in all States. It will hesitate to become in-
volved in internsl Stete politics. Except throush the medium

of the World Organization of which I am inclined to think the
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Vatican will desire to became a member the Holy See will

geek to avold partisanship in the settlement of European

questions in order to avold resentment by any of the com-—
peting States,

The period through which I have been acting as your
Representative has had the constant and competent assistance
and support of Mr. Harold Tittmann who was releassd Iram the
Foreign Service to become my assistents Mr., Tittmaon re-
mained faeithfully at his post as Chargé d'Affaires during
my absences and for two years remained within the Vatican State
as guest of the FPops with representatives of the other Allied
Nations and thelr families until Rome was liberated.

Mr. Frapklin Gowen of the Foreign Service hoas since

September 10 acted also as a coampetent assistant,

A pnew cycle invelving the long and difficult road of military
occupation and control, and in all cases of LZuropean countries,
advisory and even administrative responsibility lies ahsad, Peace
with security lies at the terminus of this road. It is a long
road, and I belleve & hard road. I do not believe I should em=
bark upon it at the Holy See.

It has been my practice at the conclusion of a cycle to
dissociate myself froam the sphere of direction and sction and

the fulfilment of plane ao far as they express the events of a
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particular period. Peace with security is the terminus of
the new road. It involves a different sort of responsibilities
than that which was presented by actunl warfare. It will also
involve a longer period of time in working out the many economic
and political problems which lie ahead than did the war itself.
Having been active in most of the postwar committees in the
State Department during the last three years when we studied
and reviewed mot only conditions of war, but alse political,
economic and security conditions in the postwar world, I know
full well the number, complexity and vital importance of the
problems and the great burden of responsibility that lies
ahead for our Govermment and our Allies in the postwar world,
FPermit me to say that not even such arrangemente and agreements
as the nations may arrive at for the preservation of peace and
security, economic and social projects are snough in themselves
to solve the needs of the world and salve its wounds. The world
has been pearly bankrupted. Europe has been drained of its
younger men. Two great wars within twenty-five years have
sa;ped its vitality., Much of the industrial facilities have
been destroyed - vest areas of its lands laid waste - the minde
of the masses take on new grievances ngainst the ruling classes.
When the struggle for trade again asserts itself I am not

clear that the future will offer any different exhibitions of
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bunen conduct than has marked the past., All the segments

of social and economic 1ife that were present in a reasonably
bappy world prior to the first world war, and many of vhich
were even present prior to theé present war, will have to bas
refitted intc en internstional patterm and that pattern too
will have to be changed. Certainly many of the segments will
bave to be reconstructed mnd refitted, Agreements to reconstie
tute and improve conditions are desirable, not to say essential,
but actually to create them and to make them function onm the
basis of the individual man and woman is quite a different
proposition,

At a later date I will prepare a formal statement regard-
ing the welcome I received fram His Holiness and all others ase
soclated with him in the Vatican Organization, its related and
subsidiary agencies. I wish to say briefly that I have been
accorded most unusual privileges and opportunities. From my
earliest arrival here His Holiness has assured me that "hig
deer would be cpen day and night" without eppointment, to me,
In the war period I have had at least one weekly audiencs,
usually of an extended character with His Holiness and have
enjoyed a relationship of complete confidence and understanding,
This intimate relationsnip has provem to be ome of the great
experiences of my life and for it I am moat grateful. When the

day cames that I shall not return here for extended poeriods T
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shall greatly miss the friendship, the counsel snd the
wisdom of the Holy Father, In retrospect it will always
be a cherished reflesticn,

I should like also to recerd that at ng time has the
Fope or any member of the Catoolic hierarchy iotimated, much

less suggested, that I become s member of the Catholic Church,

I do not belisve that I should embark upon this new
oyele of history at the Vatican, Therefore, Ur, President,
mindful of your generosity, your uafailing support snd
constant friendliness, I offer my resignation to become
effective upon the surrender of Gormany. To suggest an
earlier retirament would mean that I have deserted the

aolors. That I have naver dons and I have no desire to

begin now.
du“z Nu“- ————
Myron U, Taylor
Englosures;

I:Dll‘l'pt.l from allocutions
of Hig Holiness the Fope,
June 2 and Septecber 1, 1944,
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AFPENDIX I

Excerpt from Fart III of allocution of His Holiness, Pope
Plus XII, of June 2, 1944 (see page 8 of my letter)

i e il L p——

THO DIVERSE ASPECTS OF THE PRACE PROBLIM

It iz therefore of the greatest importance that this fear should
give way to a well-founded expectation of honorable solutions; solutions
that are not ephemeral or carry the germs of fresh turmoil and dangers
to peace, but are true and durable; solutions that start from the prine=
ciple that wars, todsy no less than in the p=st, cennot easily be laid
to the account of peoples as such,

You, Veperable Brethren, know well how, in fulfilment of the
serious obligation imposed by Uur Apostolic ministry, We have already
on several occasioms, in conerete fomm, outlined the essential funda-
mentals, according to Christian thought, not only with regard to peace-
ful relations ard international collaboration among men, but also with
regard to the intermal order of States and peoples, Today We limit
ourselves to observing that any right solution of the world conflict must
take into consideration and treat as quite distinot two grave and complex
questioms: the guilt of beginning and prolooging the war on the one hand,
and on the other the kind of peace and its maintenance; it is a distince
tion which naturally leaves untouched the demands for a just oxpiation

of acts of violence not really called for by the conduet of the war
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committed against persons or things, as well as the guarantees
necessary ror the defence of right agel nst posslble attempts at
violence.

These two different aspects of the formidable problem have
been widely echoed in the conscience of peoples, =nd in the public
declarations of competent authorities has been expressed the resolu=
tion and decision to give to the world, at the end of the amed con~
flict, a peace that all nations can bear. We desire and hope that the
prolengation of the war together with the progressive harshening of tha
methods of warfare and the resulting heightening of tension =nd 8xas=—
peration of spirit do not end by lessening and oxtinzuishing these
healthy semiments and along with them the readiness to subordinate
the instinets of vengeance and anger, quae est inimica consilio (which
ie the enemy of coursel) to the majesty of Justice and equanimity,

In any war where ome of the belligersnts sucoseded only througzh
the power of the sword and other means of irresistible coercion in
reaching a clear and unquestiomed victory, it would find itself in the
position of being physically able to dictate an inequitable peace im-
posed by force. But it is certain that nobody, whose conscience is
illumined by the primciples of true Justice, could recognise in such

a precarious solution the character of assured and prudent wisdom".
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APFENDIX II

Excerpt from Part IV ofallocution of His Holiness, Fope

Pius XII, of September 1, 1944 (see page © of my letter)

T - —— ——— e ——

THOUGHTS OF PEACE

There ie nothing certainly that we desire more ardently than
to see that day swiftly dewn in which the clash of arms ceases and
there are restored to so great a part of mankind, that has been
tortured and brought almost to the end of its physical and moral
forces, peace, security and prosperity.

Countless souls are sighing for that day, as shipwrecked
gallors watch for the rise of the morning star. UMany however note
even now that the tramsition from the violent tempest to the great
tranquillity of peace may yet be painfil and bitter., They understand
that the stages onthe journey fram the cessation of hostilities to the
establishment of normal condftions of life may revesl graver diffi-
culties than people think, It is accordingly all the more essential
that a strong spirit of solidarity arise between the nations so as to
render more speedy and more lasting the restoration of the world to
health,

Already in Our Christmas message of 1939 e expressed a desire

for the ereation of international organizations which, while avoiding



the lacunae and defects of the past, should be really capable
of preserving peace according to the principles of justice and
equity, against all possible threat in the future, Since today
in the light of such terrible experience, the desire to securs
a new world-wide peace institution of this kind is ever more
occupying the attentiom and the care of statesmen and peoples,
We gladly express our pleasure and form the hope that its actual
achievement may really correspond in the largest possible measure
to the nobility of its end which is the maintenance of tranguillity
and security in the world for the benefit of all.

But nobody perhaps looks forward ms anxiously to tihe end of
the confliet and the rebirth of mutual concord as the millions a
prisoners and c¢ivilian interneses compelled by the war to eat the hard
bread of captivity and forced labor in a foreign land, Thelr sorrow
for the protracted absence from mothers, wives and children, for the
long separation from all the pecples and things they love consumea
and wears them down, and arouses in them a poignant sense of isola-
tion end abandomment such as only those can measure who can pem trate
the deep agony of their hearts., And since this war, togother with
its consequences whether necessaryor arbltrary, has led to the most
glgantic and tragic gpigration of peoples kmown to history, it wll
be an achievement of high eltrulsm, of clearesighted justice and

of wise organization, if these unfortunates are not kept walting
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veyond the strictly necessary time for their liberation, already
too long delayed.

Suech a resolution, which naturally would not preclude some
necessary Judicisl precautions that perhaps are indispensable, would be
for these numerous victims a rira.t ray of sun coming into thelr very
dark night, the symbolic foretaste of a new era in waich with the
growing reconciliastion of men all peace=loving nations, whether great
or small, powerful or weak, victors or vanquished, will share not only
in the rights and duties but also in the benefits of true civilisation,

; The sword can, and scne times alas must open the way to peace,

The shadow of the sword may be cast also over the transition from
the cessation of hostilities to the formal conclusion of peace,

The threat of the sword may appear inevitably even after the
conclusion of peace, in order to safeguard within legally necessary
and morally Justified limits the observance of just obligations and
prevent attempts at new conflicta.

But the soul of peace worthy of the name, its vivifying sepirit
can be one only: a justice which with impartisl measure gives to each
what is owlng to him and exacts from each what he owes, a justice which
does not give all things to all, but to all gives love and does nobody
wrong, a justice which is the child of truth and the mother of healthy

freedom and sufe greatness,
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THE PERSONAL REFRESENTATIVE OF THE "
FRESIDENT OF THE UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA
TO HIS HOLINESS THE FOPE Rome, Decamber 13, 194d.

Dear Mr. President:

With reference to my telegram of this date,
regarding thefts of relief end army materials in
Italy, I have just had sent to me from New York
the enclosed clipping which - if you have not al-
ready seen it - may prove of interest,

With kind regards and bsst wishes,

Sincers, ;mura,‘_____-—..
hjb\(g—v

yron C. Taylor

LZnclosure:

Clipping from N.Y.Times
December 2, 1944

The President,
The White House

Iﬂ.mmﬁ Qe
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INCOMING ?; fision 35
MMUNICATIONS

TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

AlMT=-182 Vatican City

This *elegram muat be

poraphrised before being Dated November 16, 1944
communiented to anyone

other than a Government Ree'd B8:02 paris, 17th,

Ageney. (RESTRICTZID)

Secretary of Stnte,
Washington.

382, November 18, 7 p.m.

FOR THE PRZSIDENT .LYD THE S:ZCRIT..RY, THe HOIOLLBLE
JOSEFH DAVIZS B.LSIL O'CONFOR ,MND JUDGE 1MARCHISIO

(1) The first shipment of supplies from JAmericaon
relief for Italy crrived off the port of Naples yeaterday.
Regret to ndvise the ship will now be divertcd to
Leghorn for unlocding. Tronsportaticon officicls ndvise
thot American relief supplles ere in lower strota of
ship's corgoc and cannot be renched for some time nfter
unlonding begins and further becnust of rules governing
priority in unlonding of veEasels depending on chorncter
of corgo war needs considered, it may not be renched
for two or three weeks. The rcilrond from Leghorn to
Rome will not be in operntion until the middle of
December dut to bridges being woashed out by recent
torrentinl rains. &1l arrcngements for unlonding ot
port of Naples, warchousing nnd tronsportotion to the
interior and distribution will have to stand. in abeyance

until
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ANT-1888 Vatican City
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be-
Tore being communicated
to anyone. ("l Rec'd 2:35 pe.m., 13th.

Dated December 12, 1944

Secretary of State,

Washington.

400, December 12, 6 p.m.

FOR PRESIDERT AND SECRETARY

At lengthy audience with His Holiness Pope Fius
Twelfth this morning we discussed the general distemper
in various countries wholly or partially released from
Axis domination. It had been indicated by an informant
that the Communist movement in Italy as in Greece was
growing in strength, that Greece was a test ground, that
a quantity of arms and munitions was being brought into
Italy from Yu:oslavia at the port of Bari by Communist
adherents, that development of Communist strength in
Italy was said to be increasing. At the moment, there
apptars to be no activity from Germen quarters looking
towards end of hostilities. Though the ultimate defeat
is conceded, it had been indicated from several informants
that German strength was still great.

His Holiness discussed with me the fifth anniversary
of the President's communication to him and to me in

DECLASSITIED respect
Btate Dept. Letter, 11172
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—~DEPA Yoy
el INCOMING DIVISION OF
COMMUNICAT
STATE TELEGRAM AND HEGGH‘S:L:'
MF-139 Vatican City
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- Dated December 13, 15&&
fore being communicated
to anyone., (SRR Rec'd 10:21 a,m,, l4th

Secretary of State

Washington

402, December 13, 5 p.m.

QIS FOR PRESIDENT ONLY.

Count Sforza unexpectedly called at our villa last
night and reviewed entirely at his own instance hls
gituation asking my advice if he should still accept
the appointment to America as Ambassador, He gstated
that yesterday Bonomi had urged him to accept the post.
8forza indicated that he did not wish to embarrass ¥ou
or our country and was anxlous that you should personally
know his attitude. My only reply at the end of his long
digcourse was that his acceptance was entirely a questlon
which he would have to decide for himgelf and that I
could not advise him in such a matter, I acked 1f he
had talked with Ambassador Kirk to which he replied 1n
the affirmative., After a cup of tea and some general
observations not connected with Italian politieal affalrs
he left. I may say that during last fortnight the
Lieutenant General of the Realm, the Forelgn Secretary,

the Duke of Acsta

DECLASSIFIED
Blate Dapi. (etter, 1-11.72

s 5. cheutle DuaFEB 22 1972
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-2~ #402, December 13, § p.m., from Vatican City.

the Duke of Aosta and others have called upon me at

my home %o explain Italian problems. These calls were
entirely unsolicited, but were probably due to long
and friendly acquaintance with the individuals and
members of their families which they assumed gave them
the right to speak of their troubles to a friendly
auditor. While I undertook no advice I indicated that
patience was neceesary and that rapidly to force a solu-
tion might not be the best procedure., They unliformly
indicated that they received reliefl and beneflt from
reviewing their difficulties.

The impression I got from several sources, including
the Holy Father, is that the Crown Prince has shown an
intelligent grasp of his duties and responsiblilities in
this crisls and has shown strength and good judgment;
that the Realm has preserved its position of control
in the face of efforts of the Itallian Consultative Com—
mittee to maneuver itself into degrading the Crown Prince's
authority and advancing their own. This, from the Royal
point of view, is one of the cutstanding accomplishments
of the present readjustment,

The Pope has indicated to me that de Gasperl 1ls an
intelligent man, his experience in foreign affairs limited,
that he was a deputy in the Austrian Diet before the
Tretino became a part of Italy; that he had been a

refugee 1n the
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refugee in the Vatican during the German occupation
and had then assisted in the Vatiean library. The
prineipal preoccupation of the Pope i1s the spread of
Communism in Europe and Italy. Sforza does not trust
Togliatti and believes there 1s direct contact with,
and encouragement by, Moscow of Togliattl. He scouts
the danger of eventual Communist gontrol of Italy, but

hunger of the masses might cause trouble.

TAYLOR

JT
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RA=117 Vatican City
This telegram must be .
closely paraphresed be- Deted December 13, 1944
fore being communicated f
to snyone, (/EEE—) Hee'd 9:07 m.m., l4th

Secretary of State

Weshington

405, December 13, 7 pef.

FOR PRESIDENT ANC SECRET.LRY ONLY

T consider it my duty to advise that between
shipment at New York and delivery to American poliefl
for Italy outside docks at Naples American reliel for
Italy materials equalling 4% of first three shipments
heve diseppeared, It is currently stated that as high
es 204 and on the present average of over 103 of all
Army food end clothing arriving et Naples has liliewlise
disappeared in thet port. As these docks are entirely
under military control it is very much to be leered
that an unpleasant publieity derogatory to our Army
cnd Nevy may eventually develop. I am told thet this
situation on such & grand scale eould not develop
without en orgenized croup directing it. 4s o result
of the speculctions American irmy food is currontly
sold by vendors in black merket operctions in Heplcs
and Rome.

LYL®R

REP DEOLASSIFIED
State Dopt. Letter, 11172

1 e FEB 99 1972
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RA-1198 Vatican City |
This telegram must be ; .
paraphrased before being Dated December 18, 1944 '
communlcated to anyone g
other than a Government Rec'd 13136 p.mns

Ageney. (RESTRICTED)

Secretary of State

Washington

407, December 18, 1 p.m.

FOR THE FRESIDENT

Heretcfore 1t has been the practice that you
send & personal Christmas message to the Fopo. I
anheving an audience on \Wednesday and if you care
to prepare cne I shall be glad to deliver it in person
at that time. The Congressional sudience of which the
presa has undoubtedly given full details was most
successful, I later offered the members of the coimittee
the opportunity to visit soup kitchens and orphenages.
This confllcted with some of their plans but }'rs. Luce
volunteered to accompeny me. Reporters of International
News agencies four in number iccompanied us., It was
thelr first experience and I think mede a profound
impression concerning conditions here, Iirs, Luce was
very much moved and latcr ealled upon me to suggoest
that she secure temporary leave from her Congressional

dutieos

—_—
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RA=1790 Vatican City
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Dated December 20, lo¢s
Rec'd 11:55 a.m,

Secretary of State

Washington

£10, Decembor 20, 3 p.m.

FOR PRESIDENT iiT) STCRITARY.

4t en audicnce with His Holiness this morning
I was charged to tronsiit to the President the Fope's
Christmas grectings and hest wishes end his bloasing
for himself ond the meubers of his family and through
hit to the fmericen people,

His Holiness displayed very gEreat concern over
the loss of lives in the war particularly on the
western front. His iupression of tho Germon oi'len-
sive was indicated by the usc of the words "an incident",
The Pope displayed no foar over the outcome of thnt
action.

His Holiness will celebrate two masses ot midnight
on Christmas Eve at St, Feters which willl be open te
the publie, It is anticipated that there will ba n
lorge attendance, His Holiness will also broadcost
an ollocation to the world on christmas. Apart

\SSLFIED from

Stale Lupk. Leteer, 11172
vy WIL
Hy J. Schauble FEB
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OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
ANT-1B50 Vatican Cilty
This telegram must bEe
closely poraphrosed be- Dnted December 20, 1944
fore being communicoted
to anyone. | ) Rec'd 3:03 pams

Secretory of State,

Wlaghington.

411, December 20, 4 p.m,

FOR THE PRZSIDENT

Columbia Brondcosting offered for Sunday morning
11:30 New York time o twelve minute broadecsat by me
with ¢ tén minute reply by Prime iinister Bonomi re-
gnprding American relief for Itoly. Prime Minister (%)
ot once set nbout writing his speech. I hnd thought
well of it but found difficulty in the ghort time to
prepare anything that was entertaining and not likely
to excite controversy. I mentioned it to the Pope this
morning who thought it on excellent idea. I ndvised
Columbin to postpone the dete though Christmrs time hod
many advantoges. The aim on my part would be to exclte
continued contributions--the Prime linister to express
the gratitude of Itnly which is very renls If you fovor
this plan now or leter would like your literary atoff to
try a hend ot something you consider helpful ond gnfE and

telegraph it to me. With liod regorda,
DPO1 A SSTFIED
Biate [ - e,

1-11-72
MRM By J. Bcliaws Dpt 2 13?2
(#) Apporent omission has been serviced.

TLYLOR
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DEPARTMENT INCOMING ” DIVISION OF
COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
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This telegram must be

| .
closely percphresed be- |/ Dated Decenber 21, 1944
fore being co jected

to enyone. % Rec'd 9:50 n.m,.

Secrotary of Stato,

Woshington.

U.S. URGENT ]

413, December E1, noon.

URGENT FOR PRESIDENT

My 411, Deoccmber 20, 4 p.m.

Regerding suggosted broadenst in behelf of x
American rolief for Itely immedietcly following tele=
grem in clear is my first ettompt at o draft written
under the influence of conditions cs they actually
exist, should it be decided that a broadcast bo made.
I hove no pride of nuthoriship but it mey cmbody useful
suggestions to those considering it. Desire immcdicte
reply.

TLYLOR
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US URGENT

£idy Twzniy-firat

i8 Chairman of .merican Rellef for Italy I am
spealzing to you tonight from anclent Rome with its
history spanning the centuries, Rome the Pagan and
then Christian center. Out of its ashes 1t has riaen
tirie and egain to outlive the folly of its rulers, to
begin the upward struggle for frecdom end the pursult
of hanpinesss.

.8 Christmas once morc dawns upcn & war-torn world
millions of our men and women drawn oveErseas by a vicious
assault upon universal liberty and justice are locking
through their mind's eye into your homes. They see in
retrospect your bright firesides, yohr gally decorated
Christmas trees, the well=laden family table. They see
the 1ittle and the bilg stockirgs hanging about the {ire-
place. They lend thelir ears to hear the Christmas carols

on your radic or
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on your radio or in your street or perhaps it is thF
favorite hymm in the old church at home, Of course,
1% corries with it a longing to be at home, There is
no discredit in that, all of us would 1ike to be at
homes Out in the vast 8paces in which our boys and
girls who are engaged in this work that is a duty

and their service to their country and to youlre
Exchanging little gifts and all have something to
Give the 1ittle boys and girls in these unaccustomed
surroundingse These things are symbolical of Christe
mas at homes They warm the heart they soothe the
heartache,

These boye and girls of ours and all the older ones
become 1like boys end girla today, little boys grown up
are alive with sentiment, It 1s hard to think our men
are thousands of milz; from home engaged in the business
of killing men. That 1s an unnatural thing yet it bew
Comes o sclemn duty when false leadership endangers the

Deack of the world., War is indeed a grim business,

The war came into this Italy which we older ones
used to think of as the lighter more bucyant representas-
tion of life, the great cperas and symphonies, the great
works of ert of romance snd adventure.

The war in all
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The war in all its hideousness passed over Italy's
beaches, Sielly, Salerno, .nzlo, through its mowntains
into the peaceful valley of Cassino leaving in 1ts wake
the wreeckoge of its homes ond villeges, lts lands scarred,
its people dispersed, wounded or dead, human wreclkage
sperificed on the altar of /xis ambition and follye
There is brooding over the fields of Casaino a spirit
of renewed hop: and an obiding inspiration to make a
better worid. That is the spirit of Thome's honored
dead speaking to us, livin‘ as thelr beneficiarles,
inspiring us to carry on to protect what they hove
sncrificed, That solace, that hope, those high cspira=-
tiors, that obligaticn to attain linger on as o loating
MEMNOTY e

The mighty armnda of liberation passed on to the
Eternal City from earliest war days, the great leaders
in this eruel war lobored leong and tirelesaly to apare
this sacred and historic city from another plllage and
destruction. It's fateo These in thousand. A8 the
line of battle moves ever onward slowly but rzlsntl:ssly;
i11ied fighting men force civilizations enemies to ree-
treat, Behind the line follow the first aid stntinns;
the field hospitals, the evocuation hospitals, the bese

hespitals, thousands
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hospitals, thousands of doctors, nurses and assistants
gare was long in the btolances, It remains almost intact,

The line presses ever onward towards the lofty .
flpss The roand is strewn with wrecked homes, villages,
railroads, bridges, highways, factories, harbors, ships
and more important o ecivilion population left homeless
in rogs, under-fed, sick, wounded or dead for our boys
as never before in our military historys These silent
worlkkers tireless and efficient are your neighbors and
friends, Our boys are in good hands,. 'YE sre proud of
the generals and officers vho lead our men in the ficld,
Beloved by their men, thouchtful of their comfort using
the utmost care for their welfaore.

Then at lost the recl herces of the natlon the men
will come home. No more ecrashing of arms, no more charges
into the heet of battle, Home again that is what we all
lock forward to on thls Christmas Eve.

This land of Itoly is siripped of a great portion
of ita useful and essenticl home necessities. liony people
gleep in the fields, in sconty woods,ln caves,; in shacks,
in old bulldings without windows or rcofa, In the ine-
terior many hospitals hove bLeen destroyeds The civilian
wreckage multiplies, The people scurry cbout for ine
sufficient ration of bread, cheese, no longer is within

their rench, shoes



=5mifdld, Twenty-first from Rome

their reach, shoes are priceless clothes beyond EVEn
the reach of the rich, There is inadequate light ond
1little heat. Soap is a luxury = meat rerely scen by
the people, dark breand 1little but costly, oil, vegetables,
diffioult for all to gst; transportation, the masses wall,
their shoes are pitiful, If an epldemlc started here it
would sweep all before it so low is the resistance of the
peoples Medicines are very scarce until recemntly prace
tically non-existent.

This is the aftermath of war, it 1s & sad picture,
Lost liorch the effort woas undertaken by the United Stotes
to relieve the most urgent phases of this situntion as
far os possibles We organized .merican relief for Italy,.
7e succeeded voluntary gifts of clothing, shoes, milk
producta, vitamins and mediclnes were sclicited and con=
tributeds Owing to the exigencies of the war shipning
conditions delayed the arrival of these essential relief
aunnlics but now we have received over four million pounds
of donoted materials from the United States, The MNational
Wler Fund has given its support. Vardous religlous and
eivil organizxations and many individuals pave gEnerous
contributions, Here in Italy we found it Essential to
coordinate Italian relief octivities, %Ye succeeded in
organizing a National Coruilttee for the distribution of

doenated reliefl in
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donoted pelief in Ttaly joining together the Itallan
Government, the Vatican, the Italian Red Cross and

Ttalian Lobor representatives. samerleon Red Cross have
loaned personnel to this agenecy to nssist in directing 1its
distributione The .rmy through .1llied Commission ond
:11ied Force Headquarters have donated transportation

as have various Italian agenclese.

Today you may feel the joy of pgiving for you lmow
that your generosity is in fact renching the necdy oness
Thousends are enjoying your pifts bringing warmth te cold
and fragile bodies cheer to heart which seemed foracliEne
merican relief for Italy is no longer o prospect, 1t 1is
o reality it functions. It will continue to function
only as long as your generosity supports it. E malke this
appenl to the heart of .merica. If you have any articles
of clothing or shees cr other useful materials that you
gon sparte donaote them to these needy people without
lessening our interest in obthers in need. The headquoarters
of /merican Relief for Italy are at 29 Broadway, lew York
Citye On this Christmas Eve you will sit gbout the old
fireside and read the time honored Christmas carols 0ld
Scrooge may also be lcoking in at our windows perhaps he
may comg into our homes vhere charity resideas I thinle

he wille The great heart of Jmerica has responded te the

ery of dlstress
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ery of distress,

I have lived so close to my felloew man I Imow how
he responds, I know .mericans remct to the role of the
Good Samoritan, how he sdmits the stronger to shelter
cnd feeds bhim ond clothes hime I koow he never turns
o deaf Eear to the cry of the afflicted. I know he
will do these things becouse it 1is good in the sight
of the Lorde.

T.XLOR
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Vaticon Clty
Dated December 23, 1944
Rect!d B:38 pelle

Secretary of Stote
Viashington

URGENT
417, Twenty-third

URGENT FOR THE PRESIDENT /iND THE SECRET..IY.
Followihg is o tronslated digest of renarlka which

Prime Minister Bonoul proposes to broadeast following

ny own broadcast on behalf of /mericoan relief for
Italy prcbably Sunday morning 11:30 Viashongton tine

or Christmas dojy:

"Between Italy ond the United States ancther spirtunl
bond of understonding and sympathy has in these days
token formj gre~t Cifficulties hove bEEn OVErCGrE cnd
smeriean relief for Italy has become o realitye

It is o comfort to our grief-laden hearts to sEE
thot notwithstonding the hard necessities inposed by
the wer and while the strugple continues unabated the
sentiments of humon scliderity hove not DEEnN OVErCORE.

Hardly three wmonths have elapsed since by direction
of President Roosevelt with the enthusiastic support
and patronapge of his personal representative, the

Honorable
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Honorable Myron Taylor, there was established In Reme
the National Cormittee for Relief to Italy wlich was
orgonized with thf participation of the Itallan Govern-
ment, the Votican, the Italian Red Cross and the General
Confederation of Labore This committee wos set up for
the purpose of undertoking the aistribution of the
Italian eivilian population of relief goods ccllected
by fmerican Relief for Italy in the United Stotes.
ilready within this brief space of time, these rellef
supplies have reached Itallan portas where they are
being sorted out and routed to the veriocus parts of
liberated Itnly where the need is most urgent, .mong
these reglons of italy the Lbruzzi stands out as the
territory which suffered most on account of the wor and
where conditions are rendered more serious by intense
cold and snowfalls then G omE the reglons of the lower

Inzio near Rome, Cassino, the Compania ond all the

other territories which are gradunlly being reseued

the Nazi fasclst yoke by the armies of the demoeracies,
There are quantities of wvarious goods which are

being sent throughout liberated Italy even to the smpllest

e mountain villages vhich are overlocked on maps but not

by the loving care of those who have planned and under=

token this relief work = these supplies may well be

inndequate:
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inndequate considering the size of the disaster ond the
volume of the demands but still they are su.f.‘fiaiant to
meet the most tragie situcntions - above nll, they are
such a3 to give the Itallan people o tangible feeling
that human brotherhood and solidarity among pEOplE are
not merely o literary EXpression, |

The Grent .meriean nation has stretched out her arms
to suffering Italy and we have felt all the warmth and
sincerity of this gesture. We realize and appreciate
the profound humon meaning of this ,merican relief for
Italy which has been offered with such friendship and
which is so gratefully rtgsivsd.

The Christmas and New Year festivities are upon us
ond despite the wer the sweet gotherings which are held
for innccent children are not forgotten, Throughout
the communities where so many children have been left
without homes they are Lelng brought topether at this
Christmastime and they will enjoy their Christmas trees,
the bright lights ond the gifts ond there will be re=
jaining; tobles will Le mode mErrye The help of our
L1lies is porticularly gratifying md touching also
on this cceccsion, The imerdiean and British Red Cross
and the Lmerlicon liavy and the repre gsentatives of the
United Nations ond other agencles have all DEEn noved

by o single
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by o single thought which joins ocur children with theirs
who are hopefully awaiting the return of their fothers
when the terrible struggle will bDE ovErse

On behalf of the Itallan people I feel it ny duby
to tender my profound thanks for this generosity and
kindness and to express the wish that all this fine
werk will in a not distoant future strengthen ond increase
that feeling of brotherhood which has no frontiera, Jlong
with this wonderful relief work there are other generous
undertakings alsc on the port of other Italion relief
cormittees which are vying with one another to partiei-
pate fully in this enterprise. / splendld effort is
being made even though the means and the relief supplies
do not correspond to the need but all are promoted by
the desire to show that alonpg with the help which 1s belng
given to Italy by friendly nations, Itoly herself desplte
her trogile plipght is doing everything to give her utmost
to those who have lost nll. Lnd even the supplies which
are given by Italions to Itclinns are being dlatributed
through the Notioncl Committee for Relief to Itely.

Teodo; the Itclian loborer 13 wlthout o home ond
workshop and he ceceepts with grotitude the clothes
which are nrrtfid him to cover his dear ones. He accepts

food for
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food for his storving children with equal protitude
but he is onxious to receive even before his home 1s
rebuilt the tools of his trade in order that he may
himself tomorrow with his work give to his fomily what
they need just as the former whose land hos been wrecked
by the wor is anxious to receive a plough with whieh to
t11l his lond and to overcome starvaticne

These ore the hopes of our peoples EveEry form of
relief however gEnerocus can only be a temporfry mEQSure
for it connot solve the basic situation which ealls for
gevery effort on our own part for the reconatruction of
our country. Our workshops, plents and foetories must
be rebuilte Our land must be rebullts Our lond must be
ploughed and sowed cond all thot has been destroyed by
the war must be made pood again, The wounds of war
must be healed and o new life must arise where cll seems
lost. In order to carry this out, it is necessary to
exercise o firm will to work hard and to hove raw
moterinls and meona of transportation, Some of these

foctors are available, others are lockings. A suprene

gffort must be made for the rehabilitatlon and recon-

struction of our ecountry. EVEDry Itn}iun is convinced

of his foith in this possibility and has the firm will

to find within himsglf the strength for his rebirth,
He desires
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He desires to work for hima:lf; his foamily end his
country. ‘It is necesaary to furnish the materinls
with which to bring obout this reconstruction and to
Encourage this desire of the Italion people to help
itself,. It is necessary for Italian labor to have the
neans to express again its peniolity and ability.. 41l
must dontribute thelr effort ond their willpower to
succeed,

I should 1like these feelings of Italinn laborers
which are ao deeply rooted in them to be reflected
beyond cur borders in terms of confidence ocnd credit
ond to bring obout thot indispenschle intercourse of
commercial and industrinl relationa which contrary to
the ill-coneeived ideology of o former sectarion regime
will insure in the reciprocal interest of those who
glve and those who recelve the vitol reconstruction and
rehobilitationa, Thua we heope to be able to exchonge
with our friends across the seas the products of our
work in order thnt with our industrisgl cormereinl and
agricultural rebirth ﬁt may bE in o position to contri-
bute to the vonast work of world reconstructiom,

Cnece more in the name of the Italion people, I desire
to express for the great help ond the great generosity
of the /mericon people my profound gratitude to President
Roocsevelt and to his personal representative liyron Taylor,

Chairman of .imerlean Rellef for Italyes Through their
wholehearted
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This telegram must be

paraphrosed before being Dated December 29, 1944

communicoted to anyone

other thoen o Govermment Rec'd 2:25 p.m.

Ageney. (RESTRICTED)

Secretary of State,

Vinshington.

421, December 29, 5 Pl

FOR THE PRESIDENT AlID BASIL O'CONNOR

We are grestly heartened and mode confident of
greater success in this effort of reclief by your
reassuring telegram in regord to the dellvery of 500,000
pounds new clothes through Anerican reliel for
Italy for distribution here. We ore confident
from distribution alreedy made thot concern for
welfore of civiliaon population and proctical stepa
to relieve distress hove double volue as it will
also assist in alloying unrest. Best New Year's

greetings.
HYRON TAYLOR

WEB
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URGENT

AMVAT 423, Thirtieth

FPCR THE PRESIDIIT AFD THE SECRETARY

Revlsed 'text of my broadcast of !‘merican relief
for Italy to be made on December Z1 4:30 p.m. Rome
time follows,

"As chnirmen of /merican relief for Italy I am
specking to you from snclent Home. Rome with its
history spanning the centuries, Rome the paran and
then the Christisn center from its nshes 1t has risen
time and agoln to outlive the folly of its rulers to
begin the upward strugrle for freedom nnd the pursuit
of hopplneEss ms n new yeEor downa once MOre upon o wars=

torn world millions of cur men and women drawn OVEIrSEOS

by a vicious assault upon universal liberty and Justice
are looking through their minds eye into your homea,

They see in retrospect your fomily nnd friends nbout

your flresides
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your firesides awalting the dawn of the new yesr, They
Teel the advent of n new year, they lend their egsrs to
the seaaons cerola on your radlo or in the street or
perhaps they see you in thEir fevorite church joining
with their friends in singing their favorite hymns,

It is n very natural ond wholesome reflection that is
theirs tonizsht as they enter upon a year so filled with
promise cut in the vast spaces encircling the clobe,

Qur splendid men and women who are engaged in the war
are conaclious of the duty which they owe to their country.
They toc are exchancing New Years prectings and are
elive with renewed confidence thet this new yeor will
bring them much nearer home. These thoughts are symbelieal
of our accustomed /meric-n 1life, they slodden the soul,
they soothe the heartache, Itrly which we used to think
of cs n land of happy ond pesceful homea presents a
different napect teday. 'ar in 21l ita fury peased

over Itely's besches, through its rugzed mountnins and
inte the pesceful vnlley of Cossino., In spite of nll
its sorrows there ls brooding over the figlds of Cassino
a apirit of renewed hope and oblding Inspiretion to make
n better world that in the spirit of those honored dend

speaking to us
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sptoking to us living as thelr peneficinries insplring
us to carry on to protect those 1iberties for which
they sacrificed thelr 1iv:§. Thet solace, that hope
and that obligetion to carry on remein with us as on
everlasting memory. The spirit of Crsaino is symbolical
of all the fields where our men hove fought to defend
human liberty. The mighty armeda of 1iberetion passed
on to the eternsl city from e-rliest wor daysq The
grent leeders labored long nnd tirelessly to spare thia
sncred and historic city from still nnother pillage

and destruction. Its fate was long in the bnlance s
Rome was lib:rptsd and remains nlmost intnct. The
battle line presses over cnw-rd towonrd the lofty Alps.
Tae rond is strewn with wrecked homes, villapges, rall-
ronds bridzses, hiphways, factories, harbora, ships ond
more importnnt in many arens ° ¢ivilian population left
homeless in rhgs, underfed, sick or wounded. TheEse in
thousands as the line of battle moves forwnrd slowly
but relentlessly. It is followed by first nid stntion
field, hospitals evacuation hospltals, bose hoapitnle
Thousnnds of doctors, nNUrses ﬂﬂﬂ1nssiﬂtﬂnt5 enre for

our men ns never before in our militory history. Thesc

silent










-#nvar 423, Thirtieth, from Rome

¢

of relief to Italy. The most serlous obstrcle has bLEEN
the lack of availsble shipping to transport the required
foodstuffs. This grows out of the dzmandu for eassentiel
supplies and munitlons for the prosecution of the wer.
In order to obtoin ndditlonal foeilities for shipping
and inland transportation every effort is being mede

and will continue to be made as rapidly as changing
conditions permit., It is expected thot there will be

an inerense in shipping of relief supplles for the
Italian people. You will reenll thot gquite recently
president Rocsevelt ~nnounced thrt his cbjective in
improving the lot of the Itr1i~n people is to furnlsh
relief from hunger, sickness -nd fomine. The FPresident
also stnted thnt steps are being trken to inereanse the
food supply in Itoly where 1t is below the stand-rd
necessary to maintain full henlth and efficleney. Todny
you mey well feel the joy of giving for you know that

your cenerosity is in fact reaching the mony needy ones.

- Thousands nre enjoying your gifts bringing wormth to

cold nnd frogile bodles, cheer to hearts which seemed

foresoken. JAmericnn rellef for Italy is no longer o

-~ prospect, it is = rerlity. g know of course that

the extenalon
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the extension of needed relief to the peoples of countries
liverated¢ by the demceracies 1s one of the first logical
steps te promote their economic and moral rehnbilitation,
n step which in 1lts very essence nssists the war effort
of the Allies., This fAmerican rellef for Itely will
continue te function as long o8 jour splendid penerosity
supports 1t. “ig moke this appezl to the heort of Mmerica
if you have any useful materinla thoat you enn spare
donnte them to these needy people. ‘iE a8k this without
{ntending to lessen jyour interest in others in dlstress,
The great heart of fAmeriers nlways responds to the cry

of the afflicted. I hnve lived sc close to my fellow
man I know how he rencts to the role the gocd somaritan.
Fe ndmits the stranger to shelter and feeds him and

1 know he never returns o de~f gar to \\“*—u__fff’

those who ore suffering, I know he dees these things

clothes him.

bee~use it is good in the sight of the Lord".
Translrted text of Frime Kinister's revised response
expressing grotitude to imerienn relief for Italy, for

cenerous donntions, will be cnbled to the Department by

[

me this afternocn with detoils cencerning relense of

both texts to American press in collaboraticn with

Columbin Broadcnsting.

: ; _ TAYLOR

F—
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