


The Honorable 
Franklin D. lloosevelt , 
The White House , 
Washington , D. C. 

Wy dear .14r. President: 

• 

Caracas , Venezuela. 
June 12th, 1938. 

Your letter or the 3d has been received 
abd certainly was pleased to hear from you. 

I. 

The matter therein mentioned i s receiving 
my attention, and hope to shortly have e report r eedy to send you . 

I s incerely hope t hat you wi l l be able 
t o visit Venezuela during your next winter cruise , end know 
the President of Venezuela will be pl eased to have you come 
down. Both he and the Minister of Foreign Rel atione have 
mentioned to me t heir desire to have you make a visit to 
Venezuela, and hope you will be abl e to arrange it next winter. 

I have noticed, since my arrival, a 
greet pro-.werican spirit on t he part of all including those 
in the Government , and only the other dey when an : illlericen 
pilot who was hera; was killed together with e VenezuelAn ..:t!lly 
officer , the Coverment spared no expense for both end gave 
equal bonors ,end the rreeident end his entire Cabinet attended 
t he funeral ceromonies ,a~l or wbicb was a moat friendly gesture . 

With s incere re&erda, I am, 

P. S.Enclosed i s a set ot 

Always s incerely, 

- /----?' 
Antonio c. ~lez 

Venezuelan s t..p•• 



Caracas , September 15, 1938. 

My dear Mr . President: 

With further reference to my recent let t er to you, I have had the pleasure of approaching the sub­ject of colonization in Venezuela with the l.iinister of Foreign Relations as well as with the Minister of Public Works at a very recent interview, and I am in­formed that at the moment the Department of Agricul­ture is making an intensive study of the question of immigration and that one Dr . Dorus de Vasinillis , Di­rector of Colonization of the State of Sao Paola, Bra­zil, and Dr . Enrique Sievres of t he Immigration Sec­tion of the Economic Committee of the League of Uations are both here to cooperate with t he Minister of Agri­culture in the drawing of that project, which is short­ly to be concluded, and at such time the L~nister of Foreign Relations states that be will confer with me further as to the desirability of foreign immigration into Venezuela . The Mi nister of Foreign Relations also stated that it was of primary 1mportanceto his country that agriculture be developed to its utmost and that , in his opinion, he foresaw no obstacle to any foreign­er wi shing to come into Venezuela for colonization pur­poses, providing they were trained agricUlturists and not simply agriculturists for the purpose of gaining entry . 

The Minister of Public Works, in reply to my question on colonization 1n Venezuela, said that he saw no objection whatsoever to any foreign immigrant coming to Venezuela, if he possessed t he necessary good character, in order to develop agricultural 

The Honorable 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt , 

The 'l'lhite House . 

activities 
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activities ; that, although at the present and 1n the past his Government was and had spen t large Sum3 of 
money in immigration propaganda, he believed that such 
expense was wholly unnecessary because if his country gave the same equal protection to foreigners as it 
did to Venezuelans , and respected t heir rights as they 
respected their own people's rights , it was unnecessary 
to spend any money to entice foreigners t o come to 
Venezuela, since they would come of their O\m volition 
and be cordially received . 

I am sending this information to you without having in any way mentioned your interest i n the matter, and 
as a forerunner of my further talks with the other 
Mini sters of Goverrunent and perhaps even with the 
President himself . The Minister of Foreign Rela-tions, however, stated quite clearly that immigration 
to Venezuela simply of those interested in mercantile matters he did not favor and that regardless of their 
good character he felt that the only type of i nnnigra­
tion which Venezuela needed at the moment was for the 
development of agriculture . 

I hope that the foregoing may be of some use, 
and in the meantime send very kindest and personal 
regar ds and best wishes for the speedy recovery of 
your son's health. 

Very sincerely yours, 



Caracas, December 19, 1938 • 

.\1 r Un11 Pouch 

'J dear ~. President : 

Enclosed is a copy of a des~atch 

sent to the Department of State which 

may be of interest to you . 

With personal r egards, I am 

The Honorable 

Si ncerely yours, 

Antonio c. oS::2. 
Fr anklin D. Roosevelt, 

The White House, 

Washington . 
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Jo. l8t C&raou, Oeoll:iber 16, lt:IG , 
.lllb~n: IahJ"r lew wl~h caneral L6pe• eontreru, J'n l1-4ent ot Veoexuele . 

Slr: 

Tbe ueoreter:r ot utcta , 
. Uhtnaton. 

I b&.,. the bonor to report u toll owe : - OD 
tahrvl .. (Oeo-er lll, ltaO) nth Clefteral ..<lpez llOn­
t reru , lrUl deJlt or Yan• Mla, by tho Ilonorltble Anton i o 
C. Ooc&l.e a , .-r 1o WI lnn1AI ter , 

I n or4er to n alll&te 8117 eer1oua expr .. eloa or 
't'l ewa -· bf the Yceauelan Pr .. l &ut we llbou14 oonaiclw, 
lletore n portl.DI •.!• ete ... ew, eer tela eep••• o r h U 
oberaotw 11nd t he 4oa•Uo poUU oal ralau .... a1oh 

lie 
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ha atr1••• \o order . 

( a) Oharaotar . 

I. MA Ot U llkOlou.a hCOC&~J t .. u e4u.eate4 liACI 

4at&ra1JI&Il to 1!11'& feacua}a U OJI~ Or1un!ty t or 4&­

IOOOrllrJ• B)' ta:q>araMDt u nll • • bJ JIQllOJ he h 

1Dol1D&Il t o a4Jwot rather UlaD to 11l1 t1a t a 4eolalona. 

Ba h ap~DtlJ uenabla to 0011 uoarr llltlllaDoaa, ltD­

til ha baa •4• u,p h!a 1111114 . B)' tllla prooaaa , aoma or 

IUa orU1oa a.ra a ble to oraa ta oon ru.a1oD. ne hu a 

r u e4 Jllr!AI .. t o bllluoe og oa1DC pol1Uolll. roroaa 

wt thl.A tbe .. t ate; but, ror raaaoDa whioh I 4o DOt 

la>ow he haa oot alllltltta4 a procr..a that catobaa 111 

4ata1l h1a polloy . 

Ba oou14era h lmaelr • • bol41 D& a a14dle poaU1oD, 

DOt bJ ocr:wromM llllt bJ oonYlo U on. r or lim , t he 

s144la 1a a 4al1a1t a4 area u o011trute<l with t ba 

locnm4l .. a D .. a ot the ctr- let\ or rlp t. Ooa­

M qll&DtlJ, anaau tbr aht-u aca1Da t tile oanm­

_, u4 4&J10r~Uoaa ror leMla t aaihUoD OOllpl-Dt 

h l a attaoka OD the aeoDoaio D&JIOt1 .. tha t ••• ruh1ooabla 

llD4ar h1a p re4eoeaaor. 

Sa 4aatraa tht hla torr a.boul4 r eoord 111• • • • 

" J~&at MD"I he loob OD ll1116D IIOllnr U hh 1uplr1DJ 

}l&troa. Ua &oof. wUl h lila -•t 4apea&ahla qulUy, 

(b) ,._ t aat ... J (1) ot tile .. Jor1t J o r tba 

v ... a z~aela.D OoA,CH .. 1• aouenaU,..; (I ) the r e4aral 

D1a tr1ot U or a t ca.awhll t allied obaraohr . Dot b II'OIIP• 

iDOl ... 
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inolllda O"'lable , lll &h aplritw -n. •'Olhloal ..n.,.-... , 
or t lla eona or a11oh lleve o>..rUolpate.l tor \ha p a t t wo 
JO&ra l D adain latrat l Ya poa l t l ona , 8oDo Wara IIQ81100aaa• 
till; o t llare 41eplqe4 an n h11baren t l <teaU aa but 4.14 not 
alftJII lmow t.ow to l oq>l u oo t i ta P•• tora&~~oe . 'l'halr 
runltl ara now t hlotna. Ta t, \he owabar ot t ho .. Who 
oon t clla1Dtareato4 public .. r n oe re.., 111.e unuaWillJ 
1111!)1; aD4 orecl1tabl7 eo , bJ OOiq)al'l iOA wUII o\he.r llatl ou , 

On4ernoa t h , there 1a aome poll t loal "Boaalaa• but 
\hl e 1a 110" laaa a taot or O• Vana~tualan poUUoal Uta 
t han aaotluoollaa wb.1ob i a al l &llt lJ raol al •• wall oa 
&008J'aph1oal , iharo l a e~~..r. ant~aa between t h o 
..nda..na ancl t ba Loor4Dclaro , 'l'hU a t ruuJ.a tor pow r 
1a t he ker to nuoh or tho ourran\ clo»aetlo pol l t l oo , 
'l'ha l'rea14cmt baloa&• to bot h arotv• but t he • .ncla..na 
oon ~rol tba • .ntr:f . 

'!he A.Dclaan arou,. le OCIDYl Doecl. , 1 aa lntDl'IIN, 
th• t 1t will Win a 441Uonal power wltb1D t he nex t taw 
aonthe . ..uoh a chana• will ba 1Dtarpretad a• a aon 
to t ha r 1pt . 'Dia ..Maouu , I m l lawu a 1Dto:aucl , wou.l4 
prater , i t 1D eonuol , a gon X'DIItat or belloYalant 41U ator ­
ahl p . 

RMantlJ, oarta1n oocurra nooa bara hen heel a 
cl a tvbllli a traot on tha 14alD1atr a U an . BalD.. a ware 
or t bi a r ao t , aD4 a otlolpa t l na a, own 4apart ura , I 
oonal claracl lt op, ort UDW t o a t taspt to obtain t o r\b­
r l &ht daolalona, part 1011la r lr on tbraa l u \llta llh l oh 
I ha4 prenoualr oult1Yatc~ 41pl aaat l oallr wl \h t~c 
PraU4ant , llD4 alao 1:brough ot he r ohannala ll>l oh I waa 

aartaiA 
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(a) Pol1tloal , 

lA n aw o~ paraU10.o~, thO\I&Il talM, J'\DOl'a tb.at 

hie OoTarnao.ot • • • inol l nlns to undacoo r a tio preaauro i t 

llaa boen ":f o bJoo UTo to eooour~~&• Ilia to _. a oom-

1111 b:lant aJtpo•1JI& ~llo n uo de1110orat1o ollal'aotar ot lllo 

Ooftraaant . I M ntlcnc tllat tlloroe ap oo.red to be a 

&ro•1n& op1.o1on thAt Venezuela 1111ght rollow a.axtoo•a 

contUoatory irroajl0na1b111 t7 ; and I lllldo plll'Uoular 

rot oronoe to tho oil in4uatry , Tho Iraai4en t r epli.S 

that he OOul4 not UD!Ol'a ta.od Uao szowtb ot OUOh rui!IOn 

ainoo he had tllltan n.o a tepa in ~he wo.ke or lllbioo and 

wu 4nara1nod not to do ao . Bo t .llan a aaartod (l) t hat 

llo WOIIJd parmi\ no auo11 pol1 tioal mov ... nt to pin 

lla84wq 1n ven.-~uala; (II) that he 1ntalldo4 to aot intern •ton~ollj" 

i n auoll a •11 ua to oont r a4iot t he auapioion ot po11t1-

oa1 1rru poAa1bU1ty, u4 oo.otr1bute 4uriftC hlo tc11 

to t bo ao o1a1 a.o4 aooooaio battar.ao t ot Vene~uela by 

oo.otr oll1n& hta OWl people thrOllCll law u4 OOIIftJ'1nC 

t o toHipera traaa•t equal to that ~~.o oordod Vaft.-

-lua. 

I1UWN1 expUdt retareAaa to Dll'OpaaA pn pasiW4a, 

I 1aa.&e4 to obklo u upreu1cn ot IU.a p retaNDM 

to r Olll' AMr1ou pr1naiplea ot 4-ra•y. IIAI expreuod 

IU.a e&r•••at 1A a ftrJ' Unl.y - · ""9" .. h1q IU.a 

4eal..re tha t Vao...,.e la ahoul4 lla lm- •• a eouatry 'IIbera 

all . 
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Jewiab Iaa1gro~1on , 

I approao he4 tbia eut> ~eo~ 1>7 retereJiu w t u a4-

TU~qee tile t lBdga U CII bed t>rollllat W tba U11 U a4 

3\at &&j not On!J 1n \ha &Xt analon Of 1n4u .erJ tbroucn 

un power an4 1nn•-• but a leo "•rolllll acr loul till'&, 

an aoUTltJ 1n e1oll l'r .. 14ant Ldpa 1• rtbl17 1JI· 

tardta.l , u .. l hnt L6pu aa14 \ha t ba wia ha4 Ilia 

ooun t.r7 to ba known DOra ror &&r1olll tv. tllaA t or oU 

&D4 w t llt a aftll ba would eDOovqe u.tsrauoo, I 

et.teol tJo.. ' · ~1'f8D t.U ""' •xpan•• or Tanaauebn 

u rru or7, u ahulll.l. ao' be 41tt1o"u w pro110ta 1JI· 

hreat 1JI qr1ollltura prOT14a4 u.llftllt • .. ra per­

a1U a4 t o pn an aza.pl a an4 t harab7 a \ll'eo\ tbe 

llat1Tee baok t o the aoll, 

I 1JI~u1H4 1t ba eat•• ta1.na4 UJ praJu410a q ailla t 

u.tsro.~~te rro• oa..-10' aJI4 ..uatr l a . a. ea14 ba lla4 

no obJeotloll t o tboea , aTan l t t he7 .. r• or \he J .. l ab 

raoa , )ll'Ort4a4 t.M7 wo uU proTe liMt'll.l , parttoul.arlJ 

14 qrlnltl&l'al pueul\a t.lll apeelal 1114ut r1... I 

the n .. u 4 \ha 41raat , ... uoa • t t ba 1Jit&Dda4 to 

aeoapt ~·• troa !llrOpa , aa u-ra4 aa h s or loall J 

\Mt lie would aaoa.,t u.... -.er , lla plaJulad tllat 

••1 tb .. \llaJ or U7 ot.ur 1.al&r&Dt IJ'OIIP would be 

peJ'Il1 ttad t o aoloal aa ll11t 1utae4 UP.e7 •01114 lla 

paroalad ul. obll&ed. w p 11rollaM ltoa4, 11l1 tlall7 
sraatad t>7 t laa Oonr~~a•t ann 1t e11oh pvollaaa ra­

q~~1.r a4 ..,., J&al'& t or t'll.lt U.lMnt, In t h ta U J lie 

aa14 t1aa7 would t>a p al'da.t a&&inat 41aoouna-t toa4 

praTUW 
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pr o"fenhd trom rot~<rnLua to tho oltiea Whore tboy llight 

beoOIUI l1abll1t1oo on t ho JAanloipca or r edaral Oonrn­

mant , I aa oon~tdent that t hio orproaa t on ot poltoy 

on lew1ob 110cigrant a waa al nooro and 4et 1n1te, 

I am heppy to r eport that , on t ho bool a ot in­

fOrmati on pre"flollaly reoe1Yo4 , th1o oxprea el~ or 

poli cy ropreoento a ohanga or attitude . 

I a then opoka of t he oil lnteraota. Bo atated 

he wlahed to bao0111a oloaer to that 1n41lotry, ao eo to 

· n"foi d any tut uro d1 rt1culty or oontroveroy. tie 1n­

d1oMt ed he tolt that tho oil o~un1aa ware l1ko tba 

Oon rnment 1n 10 l.'o.r u they were nlwuya on t h a do­

tonai"fe ago.lnot nowopoper attnolta. 'Die publ1o 1n 

aanaro.l he o o.1d ware not aworo ot t ho meny llllll1ona 

ot bol1.....ra Wh1oh t ho o11 oo~an1oe ha4 apent in 

aoota l ll!lpronmon h tor tho ben ott t or the Venezuelan 

e=ployeea , He , boweYOr , oxpraaaed hta.olt aa tully 

opproo1ot1ve or thooe bona t 1to . He then retarred to 

the nw labor l aw w1 t b opeolal rerorenoe to t ho 

p r ottt-oh&rl n& feature or t hat lllw and oo.14 t hat be 

wiohed to han t ho lew talr and oqlliW.bl o l n i ta 

appl1oatlon t o botll ooQPani u and State. He oa1d that , 

aooord1nsl1 , he waa &1"f1118 4ol1barnto • tu4y to t he 

petroloWll lew pauo4 by tho loot eonsr•• • · I ,..ntlon­

od aaa1n tho rWllOr i n t bo Ul11 h4 Steteo t hat Vonaz~&&la 

a1ght follow tho ox~lo ot Caxloo towar4o t ho oll 

oaapanl oe and bo replied that be oollld not Wl4erahn4 

•117 M&Oh an laprooal on ohollld extn. He •ald ~bot 'IIIU• 

Proo14ent 
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l'r .. 14en' he wolll4 not lie 1aolllle4 t o roUow IJU~oo . 
In &eaeral he MA1t .. te4 a keen 4ee1re tor 

eq\IUa'ble oooper au on t.n4 Wl4arat1Ul41na w1 t ll the oU 
ooQeD1aa 11114 expro .. ..s DO tho\l&llt t hot ooW4 lie 
1n~rprata4 aa antoaon1at1o to their laaal right or 
ooaoa4a4 prtnl•c• or a;oloU t.UOD • 

800 
ACO/VBZ 

Personally prep~ed by ~ . c .o. 

.uatoa1o o. Coualea 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

A I 'sAn• .. , ill tlla 1Ut 
lldt el lA PI ,_ 'WlU aaw a YUlt 

LilJa, 

.......... , ... 

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 25, 194). 

IIIIIOIWiDUM FOR 

THE ACriNG SECRETA~ 07 STAU 

Will you talk with •• 

about thia? 

r. D. a. 

:\l!lmorancium for tho Pra.,id ent from Hon . J ames 
~. Byrnes, 10/]~/43 , returning the President' s 
oemorendu~ of 10/16/4 ~ to Mr . Byrnes, raading 
••! wi '!h we could get f:ror• \, . P . B. en ouch steel 
for one little .,5, 000 ton refinery to be wilt 
in Venezuele . Th'lre are r•H;l rea 'Ions l'lll,Y this 
should be dono . President '!etl1na 1.'! comint.. t o 
see me in J a nuLrv . " , toePthar w1th rn•morhfldurn 
wh1.cil Mr. Byrne 'I rece1 ved !'ron Doneld lh1Rsell , 
OV/T, unaer date of 10/1 <1/ J ~ , 1 n re above . 



--- THE WHIT . HOUIC ~~.J 
WAIHIHOTOH ~ •J 
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This telegram mus t bo 
closely pnrrphrosod be­
fore being oommunicnt~d 
to anyone . (SC) 

Secrot~ry or State, 

Washington . 
U.S. URGENT 

34, Jonu~ry 11, e p. m. 

C'lracas 

Doted January 11 , 1944 

Rec •d 2 :57a . m., l~th 

President Mudinn "nd party may desire to discuss 

f ollowing m'lt t c r s in \Yrshington. This rorcrs t o Dopnrt­

ment •s 992, December 29, midnight . 

One . Addi t iono.l oil r e finery equipment , olt hough 

I r eel th~ t Pr~ sidcnt Medina understnnds our situation 

under w'lr conditions . 

Two. t.ddi tionol Lend- Loose equipment . Embassy 

hopes for prociso detni ls shortly . 

Three , hdditionnl equipment for government-oper a t ed 

oir lines ~nd now privat e freight lino. Full summary 

or pre sent LhV situa tion in despatch 5339, J nnuor y 10. 

Four . Projects r oquir;ng materiels from tho United 

State s such as Logu a irport works; Cnrocns wntor end 

sewer (soo despatch 4712, nUgust 11); now gold fields 

equipment; Morncoibo sower ; s ovon bridge s on Bnrinns 

r ond ; r oilwoy equipment for f ormer German rntlwoy (none 

so for roquostod); now machinery for 30b ton c ement 

plant nt Gunntn; rubber tiro needs (nirgrnm being sent) ; 

ques tion of 
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