


Caraces, Venezuela.
June 12th, 1938,

The Honorsble
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr, President:

Your letter of the 3d has been received
ahd certainly was pleased to hear fram you.

The matter therein mentioned is receiving
my attention, and hope to shortly heve a report ready to send you.

I sincerely hope that you will be able
to visit Venezuela during your next winter cruise, and know
the President of Venezuela will be pleased to have you come
down. Both he and the Minister of Foreign Relations have
mentioned to me their desire to have you make a visit to
Venezuela, and hope you will be able to arrange it next winter.

I heve noticed, since my arrival, a
great pro-American spirit on the part of all including those
in the Government, end only the other dey when an Jmerican
pilot who was here, was killed together with a Venezuelan srmy
officer, the Govermment spared no expense for both and gave
equal honors,end the rresident and his entire Cabinet attended
the funeral ceremonies,all of which was & most friendly gesture.

With sincere repgards, I am,

Always sincerely,

Antonio Grma

P.S.Enclosed is a set of Venezuelan stemps,



4 Caracas, September 15, 1938,

My dear lir. President:

With further reference to my recent letter to
you, I have had the pleasure of approaching the sub-
Ject of colonlzatlion in Venezuela with the lilnlster
of Forelgn Relations as well as with the Minister of
Public Works at a very recent interview, and I am in-
formed that at the moment the Department of Agricul-
ture 1s making an intensive study of the question of
immlgration and that one Dr, Dorus de Vasinillis, Di-
rector of Colonization of the State of Sao Paola, Bra=-
zil, and Dr. Enrique Sievres of the Immigration Sec=
tion of the Economic Committee of the League of Nations
are both here to cooperate with the Minister of Agri-
culture in the drawing of that project, which 1s short-
ly to be concluded, and at such time the llinister of
Forelgn Relatlions states that he will confer with me
further as to the deslrabllity of foreign Immigration
into Venezuela, The Minister of Forelgn Relatlions also
stated that 1t was of primary importanceto his country
that agriculture be developed to 1its utmost and that,
in his opinion, he foresaw no obstacle to any foreign=-
er wishing to come into Venezuela for colonization pur-
boses, providing they were trained agriculturists and
ncg simply agriculturists for the purpose of gaining
entry.

The lMinlster of Public Works, in reply to my
question on colonization in Venezuela, said that he
8aw no objection whatsoever to any forelgn inmigrant
coming to Venezuela,1f he possessed the necess
good character, in order to develop agricultural

activities
The Honorable

Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
The White House.



activities; that, although at the present and in the
past hls Government was and had spent large sums of
money in Immigration propaganda, he belleved that such
expense was wholly unnecessary because 1if his country
gave the same equal protection to foreigners as it

did to Venezuelans, and respected their rights as they
respected their own people's rights, it was unnecessary
to spend any money to entice foreigners to come to
Venezuela, since they would come of their own volitlon
and be cordially recelved,

I am sending this information to you without having
in any way mentioned your interest in the matter, and
as a forerunner of my further talks with the other
liinisters of Government and perhaps even with the
President himself., The Ninlster of Forelgzn Rela-
tions, however, stated quite clearly that immigration
to Venezuela simply of those interested in mercantile
matters he did not favor and that regardless of their
good character he felt that the only type of immigra-
tion which Venezuela needed at the moment was for the
development of agriculture.

I hope that the foregoing may be of some use,
and in the meantime send very kindest and personal
regards and best wishes for the speedy recovery of
your son's health.

Very sincerely yours,

ATt
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Caracas, December 19, 1958,

Adr Mail Pouch

¥y dear Mr. Presldent:

Enclosed is & copy of a desratch
sent to the Department of State which
may be of interest to you.

With personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

H
Gonzalez EL

Antonio C.

The Honorable
Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,

Washington.




Ho. l89 Carscas, Degember 18, 1838,

Subjeet: Interview with Ganeral Lépez Contreras, Fresi-
dent of Venezuels,

g L. PR GUN
3G SECI T OF Sr.1s
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My

The Homorsble
The Seoretary of State,
Fashington.

8ir;

I have the honor to report as follows: Nemo on
interview (December 15, 1938) with General Lépez Cone
trerus, Fresideat or Venezuela, by the Homorable intonio
C. Qonzalesz, .merioan Minister,

In order to eveluate any serious expression of
views mude by the Venezuelan Fresident we Should consider,
before reporting iis statements, oertuin aspeote of his
Sharsoter and the domestie political relations whish

he
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he strivea to order.

{(a) Charsoter,

4 man of tenwolicus henesiy, well educated snd
determined to give Vemezuels an opportunity for de-
moorary. By temperament as well as by polioy he is
inolined to ad Just rether than to initiate decisions.
de 1s epperently amensble to contrary influences, un=
til he hes made up his mind. By this process, some of
his eritics are able to oreate oonfusion, He has a
fixed purpose to bulance opposing politiocsl foroes
within the State; but, for ressons which I do mot
know he has not subgitted & progrom that matohes in
detusil his policy.

He considers himself as holding a middle positiom,
not by compromise but by convietion. For him, the
2iddle 1is & delimited area as contrasted with the
boundlessness of the extreme left or right. Con-
sequently, arrests for statements against the Govern=-
men t and deportations for leftist sgitetion complement
his attecks on the eocomomic mepotism that was fashionable
under his predecessor.

He desires that history should record hiu as e
"Just man"; he looks on Simén Bolivar as his inspiring
patron. His good will is his most dependable quality,.

(b} The tendenoy (1) of the majority of the
Venezuslan Congress is conservative; (2) the Federal
Distriot 12 of = somewhat mixed charsoter. Both groups

inolude



inolude cupuble, high spirited Wen. Folitical émigeds,
or the sons of such have Purticlpated for the past twe
yoars in sdministretive positions., Some were UnsuoCess=
ful; others displayed an exhubereut idealism but did not
always know how to implement its performance, Their
ranks sre now thining, Yet, the number of those who
govet disinterested public service rema ins unusually
high; snd oreditably so, by comparison with other nations,

Underneath, there is some political "Bossism" but
this 1s muok less a factor of Venezuslan political life
then seotiocnalism which is slightly racial as well as
geographical., There is sharp antagunism between the
«ndecns and the Lowlsnders, This struggle for power
is the key to mush of the ourrent domestiec politios,
The Fresident belongs to both groups but the .ndeans
gontrol the .rmy,

The indean group is ecavineed, I am informed,
that 1t will win edditional power within the next few
months. Suoh s change will be interpreted as a move
to the right, The .ndeans, I am likewise informed, would
prefer, Af in eontrol, a government of benovelent dietator-
ship.

Hiegently, certain cocurrences here hauve had a
disturbing effeet on the administration. Being sware
of this feet, and antieipeting my own departure, I
oonsidered 1t opportune to attempt to obtein forthe
right decisions, partioularly on three issues whioh
I had previocusly oultivated diplomationlly with the
President, and also through other channels which I was

oertain



gertain would lead to him influentially.

{a) Political,

In view of persistent, though false, rumors that
bis Government was inelining to undemooratie pressure it
has been my objective to engoursge him o make & oom-
mitment exposing the true demoorstic charaeter of his
Government., I menticned that there appeared to be &
growing opinion that Venezuels might follow Hexico's
confiseatory irresponsibility; and I made partioular
reference to the oil industry, The Freaident replied
that he oould not understand the growth of sueh rumors
since he had taken no steps in the weke ol laxico and
was determined not to do so. He then asserted (1) that
he wou)d permit nc suon political movemant to galn
headwsy in Venezuela; (2) that he intended to mot internstionally
in sueh & way us to contradiet the suspieion of politi=-
esl irresponsibility, and contribute during his term
to the sooial and economic betterment of Venezuela by
gontrolling his own people through law and conveying
to foreigners trestment equal to that sccorded Vene-
zuelans.

“M explieit reference to Nuropeen propagunds,
1 intended to obtain an expressicn of his prefereance
for our american prineiples of demoorady. He expressed
nis agreement in s very lively manner, emphasizing his
lumﬂnt‘rn-uhnnuuhh-utu-w-ﬂi
equal rights and fair play gould be depended upon for
all,

Jawish
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Jewieh Immigration.,

I approached this subjeet by referemce to the ad=
ventages that immigration hed brought to the United
States; not only in the extemsion of industry through
Han power and investment but also through agrioul turs,
an aotivity in which President Lépez is vitally in-
tercsted, Fresident Lépez said that he wished his
Gountry to be known more for agrieulture than for oil
and to tiis end he would emoourage immigratiom, I
stuted thut, given the vust expanse of Venezuelan
territory, it shuould not be diffieult to promote ine
terest in agriculture provided immigrants were per=
mitted to give an example and thereby attract the
natives back to the soil,

I inquired if he entertained any prejudice against
immigrunts from Germany and iustrie. He said he hed
no objection to those, even if they were of the Jewish
reee, provided they would prove useful, partiocularly
in sgrioultursl pursuits and speocial industries, I
then ssked the direet question = if he intended to
acoept Jews from Purope., He answered categoriocally
that he would acoept them. lowever, he planned that
neither they or any other immigrant group would be
permitted to ocolonize but instead they would be
parceled and obliged to purchase land, initially
granted by the Government even if such purchase re-
quired many yeurs for fulfillment. In this way he
said they would be guarded against disoouragement and

prevanted



prevented from returning to the eities where they might
begome lisbilities on the lMunioipal or Federal Govern=
ment., I am confident that this expression of poliey

on Jewish lmmigrants was sincere and definite,

I am happy to report that, on the basis of ine-
formation previously reoeived, this expressiocn of
policy represents a ohange of attitude.

We then spoke of the oll interests. He stated
he wished to become closer to that industry, so as to
‘avoid any future difficulty or oontroversy. Le ine
dicated he felt that the oll oompanies were like the
Government in so far ws they were always on the do-
fensive sgeinst newspaper attacks. The publie in
generel he suld were not aware of the many milliions
of bolivars whiech the oll dompanies hed spent in
sooiel improvements for the benefit of the Vene:zuelan
employees. He, however, expressed himselfl as fully
appreciative of those benefits, He then referred to
the new labor lew with speolsl reference to the
profit-sharing feature of that law and said that he
wished to have the lew falr amd equitable in its
application to both companies and State., He said that,
mooordingly, he was giving deliberate s tudy to the
petroleun law passed by the last Congress, I mention-
eod again the rumor in the United States that Venezuels
might follow the example of Mexico towards the oil
oompanies and he replied that he oould not understand

why such sn impression should exist. He said that while
Fresident



Fresident he would not be inelined to follow Mexioco,
In general he manifested a keen desire for
equitable cooperation and understanding with the oil

oompanies and expressed no thought that could be
interpreted us antagonistic to their legal right or
oonceded privilege of exploitation,

Hespeotfully submitted,

antonioc C. Gonzelez

800
ACG/VBZ

Personally prepared by A.C.G.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Ootober 12, 1043,

MEMOBANDUM FPOR PHE PRESIDENT:

A reminder that in the last

half of January you will have a visit
from President Nedina of Venguela,

8.6,7,

9 %o Gen. Watson
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 25, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACIING BECRETARY OF STATE

Will you talk with me
about this?

F. D. R.

Memorandum for the President from Hon. Jemes
», Byrnes, 10/25/47, returning the President's
memoreandun of 10/16/42 to Mr. Byrnes, reading
"T wish we could get from W ,P,.B. enough steel
for one little 25,000 ton refinery to be uilt
in Venezuele, There are resl reasons wny this
should be done. President Medina is coming to
see me in Januerv.", topether with memorandum
which Mr. Byrnes received from Doneld Russell,
OWT, under date of 10/1%/47, in ra above.
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This telegram must be

¢losely parrphransed be- Dated January 11, 1944
fore being communiented

to anyone. (3C) Ree'd 2:57 a.m., 12t

Secretnry of State,

Washington.
U.S. URGENT

34, January 11, 8 p.m.

President Medina and party may desire to discuss
following matters in Washington. This refers to Depart-
ment's 992, December 29, midnight.

Dna.' Additional oll reflnery equipment, alt hough
I feel thet Prosident Medina understands our situntion
under war conditions.

Two. Additional Lend-Lease equipment. Embassy
hopea for precise detnils shortly.

Threes Additlonal equipment for governmﬂnt-operutad‘
air lines and new private freight line. Full summary
of present LAV situation in despateh 5339, January 10,

Four. Projects requiring materials from the United
States such as Lagu nirport works; Caracns water and
sewer (sce despntch 4712, August 11); new gold fields
aquipmnnt} Maracalbe sewer; seven bridges on Barinas
rond; roilway equipment for former German rnilway (none
so far requested); new machinery for 300 ton cement
plant at Guanta; rubber tire needs (alrgram being sent);

guastion of
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