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HORTH CAPE CRUISES
BERMUDA — CALIFORMIA

CABLE ADDRESE ATENT™

TeLepsonE KIRaLAnD 8830

ATLAS ENTERPRISE TRAVEL COMPANY
1374 MASSACHUBETTS AVENUE
CAMBRIDGE, MASE,

AMORY, Fm
WASHINGTON ADDRESS
2007 "BYE" Bt., N. W.,
Apartment lj.
October 12, 1938,

RE: VIRGIN ISLANDS

Dear Hleanor:

I sincerely meant it when I added in my "BIRTHDAY
TELEGRAN" to you veaterday that you sre one of the best friends
I have ever had. As T told Franklin at Hyde Park, the week
after his last Inauguration, "I am certainly looking forward
to the time when he 1s no longer President so that I can drop
in on you all, like old times."

What I am writing to you about is the Virgin Islands,
Imowing that you have been there yourself and are interested in
one of thelr craft Induastrles.

Thanks to Jimmy, I recelved a temporary appointment
in the P.W.A. last July and promptly got ill again with that
same threatened pneumonia over my old war wound. However, I
em glad to say that I got back on my feet arain and love both
the work and associations down here.

Hoever, the doctors say: "a mild clinate is very
important for this winter," so, added to that fact and realiszing
the reverme that could be secured for the. virgin Islands from
tourlst trade, I am hopeful of getting Franklin to send me there
this winter to study and meke a report on the CRUISE SHIPS sched-
uled for this coming season.

There are elesven crulse boats stopping there between
December 1lst and April 1lst. These include the Fungsholm, Aequitania,
S8tntendam, Georgiec and the Nliew Amsterdam, all of whieh will
carry approximately 500 passengers a trip.

The unfortunate part is that these shipa are going to
remain for only a few hours, and not long encugh to be of any
financial benefit to the Islands. Apparently, there are two reasons



for this. First, because the Virgin Islands have not been ut

on the map; and, second, because at the rresent time, except for
the hotel and native ocraft work for sale, there are no inducements
now to attract the tourists and induce them to want to stay
lﬂngﬂri

I saw Franklin three weeks ago at liyde Park, at which
time he asked me to get the enclosed report from Thomas Cook, in
which they state that 5,000 visitors a year sould result from the
improvements they sugpgest. Through the kindness of Missy, I got
this original report to Franklin and he accordingly sent back
word for me to see Secretary Ickes.

This I did, but under rather unfortunate circumatances,
for although liss Tully called up for the appointment, he entirely
misinterpreted my visit and looked on me as some ambiticus youny,
F.W.A. clerk. However, the Secretary did point out that, due to
the lack of collateral whioch the Virgin Islands could not offer,
P.W.A. money therefore could not be used.

If Federal funds are out of the gquestion, 1t seerms to
me that the next best thing to do would be to interest PRIVATE
CAFITAL. However, to do this, I sincerely feel it is important
for some one to be sent down to the Virgin Islands officlally,
not only to study the present situation, but to have a definite
report which one could use as a background in arcusing the nec-
essary interest for private capital.

Therefore, Eleanoy,woculd you be good enough to read
the attached memorandum I have irepared for Franklin and if you
think it is practical, would you like to present it to him for
me. On the other hand, your having been to the Virgin Ialands
and knowing the situation down there may make you feel that ory
plan is impractical, and if you do think so would vou then be
kind enough to drop me & line to my Washington address, so that
I will glve up the idea.

I tried unsuccesafully to see Franklin when T went up to
Poughkeepsie last Sunday to put my plan to hinm in persorn, and not
having heard from Missy since then as to whether he could see me
down here, I turn to you, for which please forgive re, Mnowing

how busy you are. J’\
With my usual grateful thanks, <3F'

W’
Affectionately yours,
P.8. Unless 1t could be an Exeoutive Order direct from Franklin, I do

not feel that the trip down there would carry encugh welpht to accom-
plish the purpose desired.
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EURDED — oRIENT
HONTH CAFE CAUIEEN
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ATLAS ENTERPRISE TRAVEL COMPANY

A FORBES AMONY, FnrmagsT

EE7S MARNACHUBETTE AWEsNUE
CAMBRIDRL HARS.
WASIINGTON ADDRESS
2007 Eye St., M.i.,
Apartrent [,
Oetober 12, 1938
Bubject: VIRGIN ISLANDS

To: Fresident Pranklin D. Rocaevelt

From: J. Forbea Amory

At the sugpestion of The Fresident, the writer
interviewad Secretary Ickes on Septerber 22, following the
:;qgg)it recsived from Thomas Cook on September 20, (roturnsd here-

-

The Seoretary pointed out to the writer that
F.W.A. fundas wara out of the question for ecarrying out the
ideas expressed In the Cock report, due to the faoct that the
Virgin Islands could offer no collateral.

As an alternative, the writer asupgreats securing

"Private Capitd'to further the work whinh would bring in
ravemis to the Islands from the 5000 anmial tourists that

Thomas Cook puarantess.

The writer takes tha liberty to sugpeat that if
The Fresident would be willing to appeint, throupgh an Exenutive
Order, socme one to go there this winter and work in cooperation
with the Ooverncr end the sleven eruise ships which are now
sohaduled for mnerely & three or four hour stop, that such an
official Iinvestigation would give the nesded background for
interesting private capltal.

Reapesotflly submitted,
Q. Tl GmmT .

J: Forbes Amory

Forwarded to Thes Fresident
through the kindneas of
lra. Hocsevelt.
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To President Franklin D. Hoosevelt
From J. Forbes Amory
Subject CONCERNING THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

The attachsd letter i1s from the
Preasldent of Thos. Coock & Son. He mays
5t. Thomas hus the advantage of safe
enchorage for very large ships - docking
faoilities for ships of 20,000 tone regis-
tered. It has colorful scenery, the right
climate all year, and especially for winter
visltors. Also excellent beach facilities
are wmalting developments, end & good hotel.

He states there ia an opportunity
to tuild a good reputation and subsequent

popularity resulting in at least five thous-
and visitors in one season.

He suggeats -

Bullding a colony of cottages
Bullding bath houses - 150

Building a restaurant - 300 capacity,
with susio, dancing and colorful
beach shelters.

Building a nine hole golf courge
{to be extended into eighteen holes)

Supplying five fishing boats
Bupplying more modern mutomobdles.
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2007 Eye St., N.N., Washington, D.C.

September 20,1938,
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RO DeFLESS TRAVEL SERVICE-TOURS-CRUISES
M oo PASSENGER AGENTS FOR ALL STEAMSHIP LINES
THE WORLD AMND AIR TRANSPORT SERVICES
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Beiweley Wiresl, Plogesadly
Lindoe, W, L
2 ORI London

Chalienham.  Mewcastis
(=L Morwich,

587 FIFTH AVENUE
HNEW YORK

September 17th,

_ T anibairne Maortti 1 g 5 E
fe e
B Gloacaulsr. Prriwnouth.
?.".'m,' "' E sweraa  Mr. J. Forbes Amory,
wrmtot Leicester.  sunawriand. 2007 Eye Street, N. W.,
Casam. :-um vew  Washington, D. C.
Eum M ODDMTINENT
PARIE 11 Offices
wwowsa  atar G ST. THOMAS, VIRGIN_ISLANDS
Al ben Baiem.  Oataad Paisrma.
Rigeohan Tha Hagus Puima.
Bimimr Mamburg.  Paw Dear Mr. Amory:
Amraieidem, Innsiruci. Pigeati
AiiteEp Inlerisksn. Pitan
:_E.::m :.:._«.l E,j:“.‘: I have not visited the Island, therefore I shall
Bave. jusniePis mome.  give you my own impressions - why the Island 1s not popular -
Barlln :;-.m.' o smseicand a digest of suggestions which occur to me after consulting
:?'."."3 Knochs: sur :'::;:__ our men who have visited the Ialand recently.
Blankern Liundiris. Rarsiia,
orcaicn Em-:-m“ ;ﬂ_h We recently were concerned with the itineraries
bl been meeee  for two cruise ships to visit South America mext Summer. All
Bucharest,  Lowrdes. Tuinn -~ papsengers would be residents of the United States. The organlzers
Sumet, Eﬁ" E:..':'.".’E"‘" could have included St. Thomas Instead of either one of two other
Comauk  Lyves towen  Jglands. Why did they miss 1t? The answer iz - Reputation of
i Ten.  poor sightseeing facilities and amenities ... a smell area - and
Qologee. Marseiies Tem A& one street town. In general not comparable in these items wilth
:ﬂﬂﬂ"-,_;_"-ﬂ_ E,E' vura  other Islends along the route.
Cralowi Monts CaEfc,  Venseighi.
Bio  Momowis s What do we think could be done about 1t?
Frimicfurl Bdaren. Wi
G ﬁ': Eﬁ“ 1. First improve the facilities, then impress upon
fenaa. Oporio. Cruize Operators the changes which are being mede.
Ghent. Cuades.
THE ORIENT

o . Peting. 2. Plans for the Winter 1838/ Cruise operations are
o O Y :.;.m:.'r";.'.‘ well advanced and quick sction must be taken if
S T St. Thomas 1s to be featured in their itineraries,
Qoo Lahore. Tia=Anin
. Taa. 5. Assuming that St. Thomas may always lack some of
| e the attractions of other Islands, meet that situation

ool by inducing Cruise Operators to meke the Islend their
S, A e first port of call. After a few days at sea any
B A Quae. colorful Island 1s & welcome attractlion, and while
. P subsequent ports may provide greater glamour, the
;- T flrlt Ialmdb' l.}mn.lnnr;: e good impression on a

arge number o engers.
BOUTH AMERICA e m

Baitioohe, L
Busrncs Dres.  Wa s Joss o Bao Paula

GEMERAL PASSENOER ADEMTS FOR THE UNION-CASTLE MAIL STEAMSHIP CO., LTO.; ROYAL MAIL LINES, LTD,; PACIFIC STEAM MAVIGATION Co.



Mr. J. Forbes Amory -2- September 17th, 1958

4. Build up:

2 - The motor car facilities - There are mow sbout 50 or €0
cars - many of them not comparsble im quality or orgenization
with vehicles available In other Islands.

b - Improve the bathing facilities. There are now two beaches
available - one where bathers use the bushes as dressing rooms -
the other a club with restricted accommodation. There is need
for facilities to emtertein 500 to 80O landing from a cruise
ship - say 150 bath houses - a restaursnt to serve %00 luncheons
at each service - music - dancing - colorful beach shelters - etc.

£ =4 9 hole golf course on a property which will allow extension to
18 holes later if deaired.

d - Five fishing boats - fully serviced for the visitor who arrives
with no equipment.

2 - Cottages to be built, serviced by and adjoining the Bluebeard Hotel.
The Island alresdy snows the following advantages:

& - Safe anchorage for very large ships. Dockling facilitiea for
ships of 20,000 tons Register.

b - Colorful scenery.

£ - A good hotel.

4 - Beach facilities awaiting development.

2 - The right climete - especially for winter visitors.

We do not consider that St, Thomas can at once compete with the long estsablished
reputetion of the other resort Islands.

There is an opportunity to bulld a good reputation and subsequent popularity by
presenting an enjoysble visit to say 500 passengers per crulse ship - and during one
season that could reach at least 5,000 visitors - Estimate that & percentege of them
would cerry home a wish to return and a speaking recommendation to their friends.

We do mot visualize St. Thomas as a possible competitor to the attractions of
Cuba (Havana). Puerto Rico is the more logicel Island for that development,

If the attractions of the Island cenbe improved along the lines suggested -
we can promise our interest and cooperation. We believe that this could be effective
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in connection with the two Crulses to South dmerics mentioned above.
Hoping our suggestions may be of mssistance to Fou,

'}'@ o

Prosident

WHW:LE



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Innuury 13, 19,2,
MEMOPANDUN FOR
AIMTIRAL BEARDALL:

Tﬂ.kﬂ up 'l\"ith ﬂ.N.I- and r;h-I-

F.DuR,.
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QFFiET OF
THE GOYEANGE

GOVERNMENT OF
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES

CHARLOTTE AMALIE, ST. THOMAS

January 6, 1942

Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt
The White House

Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr. Presldent:

I would feel derelict in my duty were I not to call
to your personal attention certaln facts and oiroum-
stances concerning the alleged disappearance of two
British ships, the "Proteus™ and the "Nereus", which
left St. Thomas on November 23 and December 10, respec-
tively, destined for Fortland, Maine. These ships each
ecarried upwards of 13,000 tons of bauxite, which were
the two largest cargoes of this valuable aluminum ore
mtnhlhipmrmnm:paﬂ. As you know, most
of the bauxite South America is trans-shipped here
at 3t. Thomas to the Aluminum Company of Canada.

The last few weeks it has been rumored in St.
Thomas that these two ships were missing. The Resident
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigatiomn felt that,
inasmuch as it was a naval matter, he had no juris-
dietion and could make no investigation. I, therefore
interviewed the British Consul and the Britlsh Lesident
Naval Officer and Consular ahtrgi.rng Adviser, who in-
formed me that these two ships initely had been
lost. They thereu offieially uested me, on
behalf of the British Commander in of, America and
o4 -um':hi'::““h:; o e m;:t -

] eng es as ¥
sabotage being the cause of the recent loss of ships
salling from St. Thomas.® With this request the Federal
Bureau of Investigation felt free to go ahead with its
investigation. I have therefore turned the matter over
to ite representative here.

The loss of these large cargo ships, each with its
crew of tely 60 men, is serious in
itself, but of even graver import is the danger that the



enreoee of aliminum ore may have fallen into snesy hands,
1 @ielike intensely %o mdd %0 your nusercus worries
and turdens st this crucial iutn-m;..n. Listery,

but I feel that unloss #hm“mﬂm
Aslivery of bauxite to the AL nun Company of Canade
our defanse efforts will suffer & serious hlow,

With personal regards, I remals
Falthfully yours,
EHARLES HAHwWOOD

Governor of the Virgin 1elands
of the United “tates.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

January 31, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The information to the effect that the
PROTEUS and NEREUS may have been lost as a result of
poesible sabotage before they left St. Thomas, set
forth in the attached letter from Governor Harwood,
has been given to both ONI and FBI, at the President's
direction.

ONI has directed the Commandant, Tenth
Naval IMatrict, to extend the facilities and assistance
of the Intelligence Office of his District to the
Speclal Agent in charge of the San Juan Field Division
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Commandant
Tenth was also directed to report to ONI what secur-
ity arrangements are now in effect for the protection
of merchant vessels ageinst sabotage while in the
Virgin Ielands.

Very respectfully,
Todes Pt

JOHN L. McCREA

e

DECLASGELE

By Deputy Archivis u.8.

= 3 FEB ‘er 972
__"__.—ﬂ

By W, J. Stewart LAate



QFFICE OF
THE GOVERKDN

GOVERNMENT OF o T e
THE VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES ; ;
CHARLOTTE AMALIE, ST. THOMAS 92 N 16 M 11 43
January 6, 1942 Asy/EF 3.,
CONFIHTHTIAL j {iagen)
J-Jﬂf“i-ﬁ/ﬁ; 3.39
Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt (?-é—VL}

The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

I would feel derelict in my duty were I not to call
to your personal attention certain facts and ciroum-
stances concerning the alleged disappearance of two
British ships, the "Proteus™ and the "Nereus", which
left St., Thomas on November 23 and December 10, respec-
tively, destined for Portland, Maine. These ships each
parried upwards of 13,000 tons of bauxite, which were
the two largest cargoes of this valuable aluminum ore
ever to be shipped from this port. As you know, most
of the bauxite from South America is trans-shipped here
at St. Thomas to the Aluminum Company of Canada.

The last few weeks it has been rumored in St.
Thomas that these two ships were missing. The Resldent
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation felt that,
inasmuch as it was & naval metter, he had no juris-
dietion and could make no investigation. I, therefore,
interviewed the British Consul and the British Resident
Naval Officer and Consular Shipping Adviser, who in=-
formed me that these two ships definitely had been
lost. They thereupon officielly requested me, on
behalf of the British Commander in Chief, America and
West Indies Station, to have United States authorities
make "searching enquiries as to the possibility of
sabotage being the cause of the recent loss of ships
sailing from St. Thomas," With this reguest the Federal
Bureau of Investigation felt free to go ahead with its
investigation. I have therefore turned the matter over
to its representative here.

The loss of these large cargo ships, each with its

orew of approximately 60 men, is extremely serious in
itself, but of even graver import is the danger that the

SONMIDINTIAL
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cargoes of aluminum ore may have fallen into enemy hands,

I dislike intensely to add to your numerous worries
and burdens at this crucial period in the nation's history,
but T feel that unless something is done to insure the
delivery of bauxite to the Aluminum Company of Canada
our defense efforts will suffer a serious blow.

With personal regards, I remain
Falthfully yours,

F H
WWQ .
CHARLES HARWOOD,
Governor of the Virgin Islands

of the United States.
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