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Dear Eleanor : 

. ~·~ 
fP1 rsF:V~~ 

I:UIItO" O A I I.Nl 

H OA'tH f;A .. & c • U 1e1:e 

•llltNUOA - CAl i,-O"NIA 

ATLAS ENTI!RPRIBI! TRAVI!L COMPA NY 

CAM811tiDO .. lriiA••· 

RE: VIRG Ill I SLAJIJ)S 

'o'IASHiliGTOJI ADDRESS 
2007 "EYE" St . , 11 . 1,'/ , , 

Apartment 4. 
Oc t ober 12, 1938. 

I sincerely meant it when I add ed in my " Bl"RTHDI\Y 
TELEGRAi l" to you y esterday that you a re one of the best friends 
I he.vo ever had. As I tol d Franklin at Hyde Park, the week 
after his last Inauguration, " I am cePtainly lookine forward 
to the time When h e is no l onger President so tha t I can drop 
in on y ou all, like old times ." 

What I a m writi ng t o you about is the Vil'Gin Islands , 
knowing that you have been t here yourself and are interested in 
one of their craft industries . 

Thanks to Jimmy, I received a temporary apr ointn1ent 
in the P.V/.A. last Jul y and promptl y g ot ill a gain with t hat 
same t hreatened pneumonia over my old war wound . Rowevor, I 
am gl ad to say that I got back on my feet aeain and l ove both 
the work a nd nssooia tions dovm here. 

Roever , the doct ors say: "n mild c linoate is very 
important for this winter, 11 so , added to t hat faot and realh:i ng 
the revenue that oould be secured tor tbe , Virgin Islands from 
tourist trade, I am hopoful of g etting Frankl in to send MO thoro 
this winter to study and make a rer ort on the Cffi: ISE SHIPS s ched­
u l ed for t his comi ng season. 

There e.ro eleven oruiso boats stoppinS there between 
December lst and April lat. These include the Kungsho l m, Aoquitnnia, 
Sta tenda.m, Georgie and the Niew Amsterdam, all of whi c' will 
carry approximately 500 passengers e trip . 

The unfortunate part is that t hese ships are going to 
remn1n for only e fe" hours , end not long enough to be of a ny 
financial benefit to the Is l ands . Apparently, the1•e aro two reasons 
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ror this. Firat , because tho Virgi n Islands have not boon put 
on tho ~ap ; and, second , because at the r roaont tine, except for 
tho hotel and native cr aft work for oale, there are no induoomonts now to a t t r act tho tourists and induce t hem to want t.o stay 
longer. 

I saw Franklin throe weeks a&o at Hyde Park, at which 
time he asked mo to got tho onoloaod report from Thomas Cook, 1~ whi oh they state that 5 , 000 vis i tors a year could result from tho 
improvor.tents they S'U{;68St . Through tho kindness Of l~isoy, I got 
this ori &i nal report to Franklin and he aooor~ingly sent back 
word for me to aee Secretary Iokoa . 

This I did, but under rather unfortunate oiroums tanooy , 
f or although Miss Tully called up ror the a ppointment, he entirely 
misinterpreted my vis i t and l ooked on c e as a~e anbitious younc 
P .W.A. clerk . However, the Secretar.· did point out that, due to tho lack of collateral wh i ch the Virgin Islands could not offer, 
P. W.A. money t herefor e could not be used . 

If Feder al fUnds arc out or the quest ion, it soehs to 
me that the next best thing to do would be to intereat PRIVA~ CAFITAL. However, to do this, I sincerely reel it is impor t ant 
for some one to be sent down t o tho Virgin Islands officially, 
not only to study the present situation, but to have n definite 
report whi~h ono coul d use as a t a okground in arousing tho nec­essary interes t for private capital. 

Therefore, Bleanor,would you be cood enouch to read 
the attached memorandum I have rrepo.red for Franklin and if you t hink i t is practical, would you liko to prosont it to him for 
me . On t he other hand , your having Leen to the '11rgin Islands 
and knowirv:; the situation down there 1r.ay ,..aJ:e you fool thllt ry 
plan is impractical , and if you do t h ink so would :·ou t ' en be 
k i nd enOUgh to drop me a line to my \lashineton address, so that 
I will give up the i dea . 

I tried unauocesstully to see Fraru:lin when T wont up to 
Poug~keepoie last Sunday to put my r l an to hie in rereo~ , and not 
having heard trom 1!1ssy ainco then as to wrel.her he <lOuld see rr.e 
down here , I t urn to you, for which please fOl'(live e , kncwinc 
how busy you are . -\, 

"'" .. ,J'" \11th cy ' sua l gra terul thanks , .~ ~-/ 
Afr eot1onately your:s, ,~/ 

P.S. Unless i t coul d be an Executive Order direct fro~ Frankl in, I do 
not fee l that tho trip down thoro would carry enO'U{;h wei("ht t o aocoe­
pl1ah the purpose desired . 
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Tos President ~anklln D. Roooovolt 

At the outroet1on ot ';.'ho J r on1c1cmt, tho writer 
interviewed Secretary Icket on Sopto her 22 , rollowtnc tho 
rttPO~t roootvod .trom "l'booae Cook on Oe) tet'•or 20, ( rotltrno,.. 11ere .. 
w l.hJ . 

The Secrotar1 potr.tecl 0\'t to tho wrtter that 
F .~. A. tund.a •oro out or t o q eat.1on ror ccu-r:- ' "t.: 01.;.t the 
idoao oxprosoo-1 1n tho Cock ro1 crt., 4 o t n U o t&l"!t t:LAt t'-o 
'" trs.ln !alanda could error no ,.oll&tOJ"&l . 

As an alternat1 e, tl.o wrl tor a· rreota aect:.r1n{" 
"f~lvato Capttd"to ~ rthol"' tho .,rlt ,., 1 woult1. ~ri!V" in 
:ovonuo to th !alanda tro tho 5000 an "11 l t. rUts t,._.c.t 
Tho.aa Cook cucranteoa . 

'rho wr1tor takot t,. A llbort7 t.o l\r· oat t!:a-.t ~.r 
':he J reo1dont would he w1ll1f\F t.o a}1Jctnt , t""rcuch o.n Bxol"uth·o 
Order, ootno OM t o go there thll wt n.toro ont't work 1n ooope.rat i Ol. 
~tho Oovornor an~ tho olavon oruioo Dh1ra ~.1nl or~ now 
tJohoc1ulod tor- oroly o. thl•oo or f (l\lr ht'ln• ol.op, that such an 
otflniol;. 1nvest1ga.t1on "ould. ct vo tho oodod. baol~&rou.nd for 
1nteroat1ne pr1vato cap1tal. 

Porwa.zoded to 4fho rroaldo:tt 
t.).rouq L. e l:lndneaa ot 
l:ra. Rocaevel: . 

Rearoot. rully a\lb:;1 tod, 

q. -r .... t... (f '" "'1 
J . !-'or' ea At' '17 



,...._ J. tOl"bea .&.ao17 

S.bJ .. , CO:CEllliDIC !HE TIR!lll tsUlll8 

!ba at.tacbld Ut.t.er U h'oa U. 
rr.tldnt. or Thoa . Coot • Soo. a. ..,. 
St.. "'-a, b'll toM ednt~t.qa o~ uta 
e.ncha:'a.c• tor "''1'7 larr;• ahlpa - d~klnc 
taoU1U.a tor ah.ipt, ot 2010J0 t.ona Hilla• 
tArtd . It baa colo.rl"ul aeen8l'7, the rlebt. 
cllat.e all 7ear, and especl.a.lq tor wl.ot.Ar 
Yhlt.or1. Abo excellent beac.b facUU..t..aa 
ua waHL.n.a dnelop.efttlt and a &ood bot.tl. 

He at.atoa tber-e is an opportunlli)t 
to b.IUcl • cood r opu.tatJ.on and rubaoquant 
populult-7 resulting in at laa.tt Civt tboua­
~ rlet..t.ora lr'l ot~e :euoa. 

Ht IYii!ltl -

Bu.Udt.ca a !'e'St.au:"atlt.- )00 ca~l\¥, 
rlth .ualot d.a.oc:i.aC and colort\ll. 
bM.c:b sbe.lt.ars . 

Ruttdtnr • c1ne bole iOlt couraa 
(t.o 'bo oxtondod "'"' otp .... hol .. ) 

Sl~J'Pl.Tlne flY• !t.sbift& boa\t 



llt.a .a &t.t.ractl.oa.a no.. <:oak. a., 
leo. proe.1M tbd.r bt.«nat. ..ad coopenUOI'I, 
aad Lt ,a :t aouoa 111 tbU cocmoot.loo .t. \&k..a 
St.. n.o.u ooUd at.Ul 'be l.ocludtd lA U.. •l.,wr 
19) .... 19}9 enla•• · 

Sl.llla1u . ., 
S.pt. 1111ber 20, 1.9)8. 



"" _;ilbOfiC'* -ooi#"'fll fllW Yo.ft tl" 

I / t fi*Of4L YOr..llfiJTIIII 5 ·1800 

c .. .. 
THOS.COOK & SON- WAGONS-LITS INC. 

J•o 0 "1CU 
I N ,lltl fii C IItoll !o. Clfl l :S 

1 >i '-Ot,10 l'OOUT 
fl'!( WO;IU.O 

TRAVEL S ERVI C E:- TOURS- CRUI S£5 
PASS ENG ER A GEN T$ FOR A L L ST EAM SHIP LI NES 

A NO A I R TRA N S PO RT SERVICES 

N(W 'fORK - aot T OJol - PHIUOUPHIA - lo\1.. T INOitl - WA.IHINOT OH - ltiT T I I V III OH - CHI OAOO 
IAH r.U, NCII CO - 1.0 1 ANQl LU - l l VU LY Hlll..l - MONTIUAI.-TOIIOHTO - \'ANCOU VI:It - MtxiOO 011 Y 

ototucwnoc 
Oll f r'lnto oWL. .OlW TOIII C 

Oft rAT l ll fT'-110 .... 11111!'-"1'10 
••• , ... 1 " ' "'- ""'" ...... 

I.~W, I. 

2:6 Ollie: .. In LG""Ofl 

IM•-• Oll•lt•""• .... ,_ o..-. 
....... '- ll•U'"""­
I ,. ....... NI,.._ I"Gill-i;ll. 

·~"' 01• .. -. ..._ (iloooo«'OI*'• 

·-o.. -·· HQfd"'""""· 011111 ..... ·­-·~"-

.$8 7 F"I I'"T H AVE.N Vt. 

NEW YOR K 

Sept ember 17th, 
1 9 3 a 

loll• ... _., ........... . 

··~·· .. .... ·~- .,._, 
:::=:- llr . J. Forbes D ory , ---I •IMot ~,.,, 

'""''"" ..,_.,... 
"'._....... 2007 Eye Str ee t , N. I., 
w.;~ ... ,_"'o"-c .... .m. .,.~.,...,.,, •o•~ ft&Bhington1 D. C. 

llUJIIQPU.N OONTI .Iot-h'T 

........ 

...... IOctG . ... 

.&lo,.hoa ........ 

AWtOio ..... ·­--. , .. _ .. 

~J.IUI U Ofll~u 

Ol ... .ollat, ~ 
Or&IIIOOII•. 0.!....,. 
O.U:M. ~-
fiM H•av•· ""''" .. 
M.aalltllf.. 1Jt1111 
kiii-IIC"- ~ 
I ni..U\.• "' l'oollk'• 

Dear llr . hory : 

·­......... t.aooc•l<lo""'· ....... 
....... """~·'\. •·- "- I have not vi sit ed the leland , therefore I shall .._.,_ ltl$11. ... ., ... .... .._...._..... ......... give you a.y own iapressions - why the Island i s not popular -
=~· !t f.":::;:·'"*'·.and a diges t o£ suggest ions whi ch occur to me aft er eonsultinB ··"'" ... _ 

......... ·­......... ~ 
. .. I!;IMI... lt. 111\Qotlll • 

·-~~...... :::::.,.."":', .... our men who h.ave vis ited the Island recent ly • 
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""­l.,.;llat-. .............. ........ ..,_, 
0..MIIt\ 
C..lolfOOI'II•. ........ .. , ... .,.._ ·-­-­o.-. 
OtU!o¥&. -· hlonl. -­''-*''"'"-
-~ ......... 
a. ...... -· ....... .,_ 
....... ........... .. ,..,~,. -... -· -

t.n•Win-. ........ 
"-• 'l'i>ooOI<I.C. • IIIIo, .._ ..... 
t-111•. l wtlo""*"· u-... •~ 
L.ed4 .,.-- .... 1.-*' T..U!11n, 

~.--· ,._,.,. .... 
'-"Pno. n •• ......-Mid. 
I.- 11ml_ , .. 
~,'0_ ,.,_ .,...,., .. , ,_ ... •.. ..,.. ,_ .... 
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M..-.o~o~w. VI•,.-. 
M\111~11, '<1!1e. M..,, • ., w.,...,,., ........ .._ ..... 
"...... 2:..,_ ..... t ... lelfl. --.. _ 
~~~ Olltll""T 

0.1111. . ... .... 
Mill~ ,_1(! ... , 

" '"'"'"' lll• .fll.-1\, ......... -•. ~ . 
J . ..... .-- l{ll!olt. ..... ........... 
L.a--. 'fl-.ln. 

AU. Titto \.IA .... ltiW ZIJ.UMO 
-...~ c~ ........ •)'01-,, 
"~· wa-.o-. w .. .,._,., 
. ......... l'tw'IA. 

......... --. 
All""'"• ,_ ...... ...... ,.. ...... 
C. ... T-O-­c._ ....... 

"'"I<IA o........... , .. .., ... 
I U- tlloi ... Oo-.. 
,_.... o..tl)lll. 
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.. _..., Ta...,_. 
....... , , T\ml• -·-toUT14 •• , ........ ......... ~........ ··~ 

.... - Alfflo ..... .AN- . .. h-. 

We r ecently were concerned with the iti nerari es 
fol' t wo cruise s hips to rl.sit South Aoerica next Sucme:r. AJ.l 
pessengers would be residents of tbe United States . The organizers 
could have included St . Thomas ins t ead of ei ther one of two other 
Islands. 1lhy did they miss i t ? Th e arunrer is - Reputation of 
poor sights eeing facilities and smeni ties • • • a e111all area - a nd 
a one streot town . In genoral not comparable in these items with 
other I s l ands along the r oute . 

What do wa think could be done about i t? 

Firs t illlprove the f acili ties, then 
Cruise Operators the changes which 

impres s upon 
are being mede • 

2. Plans f or the llintar 1935/9 Cruise operations are 
well advanced and quick act ion must be tel<en if 
St. ThoiiiE.s is to be featured in thei r 1 tineraries . 

3. As s\lllling that St . Tbous mey always l ack aone of 
tbe attractions of other Islands, meet that s ituat ion 
b;r inducin& Cruis e Operators to • ake the Island their 
!1rst port o! call. After a few days at ssa tJl7 
c olorful I s land is a walcoae att raction , and while 
s ubssqueot ports may provide gre a ter glamour, th e 
t'1r•t Island always leaves a good illlpressi on on a 
l arge nuaber of p&asongers. 

OllllUt. ' ' IIIJI-GU AGU ll 'Oil IMI u . lO • .USfil ••lt. STU .MI H" to, U O,J IIOUl MAll l UlU , llO,: "CI,.O "lU IIA'iiO-lTIO• CO, 
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4. Build up1 

.! - Tbo aotor ear faeilitles - Tbere are now about 60 or 60 
ears - ~ or tbu not eo•penble in quality or orp.nt.,.Uon trl.th vebiclea available in other IolAnde. 

!! - l 11prove the batbing rac111 ties . Thoro are now t wo beaches 
a....Uable - one 'lltlue ba ther e use the buoheo aa dressinc rooooe -tho otber a club trl.th restriet.ed aee.-ocia tion. There h need for f ac111t1oe to ontvrtoin 500 to 600 landing rro. a cruise ah!p - ·~ 160 bath houses - " reeteuront to aerve ~00 luncheons at each eorvice - ausic - dancing - colorful beach shelters - etc . 

£ - A 9 hole golf eourae on a prope~ ~hicb will allow extensi on to l8 boles later 1f desired . 

Q. - Tin fiebinl! boats - fully serviced for the rlaitor sbo &rr lves trl.th DO 8Quipaent • 

.! - Cottegea to be built , serviced by and odjoining the Bluebcard Hotel. 

1'110 bland alre&dy 800lf8 the rolloliinlt adYant.acU: 

.! - We anchora11e for vecy large ehips . Oocldng fac111 t iee for 
ships of 20,000 tono Regist e r. 

!! - Colorful aconocy . 

£ - A good hotel • 

.2. - Bo&eb fscili ties awaiting dovolopaeot • 

.! - Tbe riEbt cliaate - oepecial.l7 for 'llin1~r visitors. 

We do not coneicler that St . Tboaas can at once coapete trl.th the long est.o.bli•b"<! reput.o.Uon of tho other reaort lalanda. 

Tba~e 1s an opportunicy to~ a good reputation and sube8QUBnt populsrit.y by preoentina an enjoyable visit to eq 500 pauelliers per cruise ahip - and during one season that could roach at least 5,000 rteitoro - Eat1114te ttu.t a J)I'J'<!entea• or tb• woulcl urry boae a trl.eh to return and a apeal<inc ree..-encla t i on to tbdr t'ri&Ilde. 

We do not visualize St . Tho•~• as a poasible coapatitor to tbe a ttractions of Cuba {Havat~a) . Puerto Rleo ia the •ore logi cal. Island for that dovelopae11t . 

It the attractions or tbe IolNlcl can b. iaproviMI along tho lin•• auggeata! -we can proaise our interest and cooperation. lie believe that tbio coulcl be otfeot i ve 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

l AAW. ry 1) 1 1942 . 

~OPA!iDU!.' 10:i' 

Alv.Il'JJ. b~ru.LL : 

Take u~ with O. N.I. und F.~.I . 



........ , .. _., ..... 
GOVERNMENT OF 

THE VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES 

C HARLOTTII AMAUE, ST. THOMAS 

luUU')' 6, 191.2 

Hollorabl.e J'r&Dicl.lD D, Rooaft'el.\ 
'!'he 1Jh1te JrouM 
Wuhi.rl8ton, D. c. 
V;y dev Mr. Pree14ent 1 

I woul.d tHl. 4erel.1ot in -r du\7 were I not to oall 
to JOur peraonal attention oertain taota and oirou.­
&JUDoea oonoerniq the alleced diaappeeriiDO e ot two 
Br1Uah llhlpa, the "Proteu.a• u4 the tot;ereu.a"1 whloh 
lett st. 1'bolla.a Oil ~-bar 2' u4 De-be' lu, reapeo­
UT&l;r, 4eat1De4 tor hlrU&D4 0 XaiAe, 'l'heae ahlpa MOll 
Oarrle4 upwards ot 1), 000 tone ot beiiXlte, whloh were 
the two l.arpat oargoea ot thia Yel.ubl.e el.=inw:a ore 
ner to be ahlpped t'roll this port, Aa :rou !mow, 110at 
ot the 'baiiXlte t'rolll South A:Mrioa 1e tran.-ahlpped here 
at s t. Th~• to t he AllllllinUII COlllpa!l)' ot Canada. 

Tho l.ut taw weelca 1t baa bHn rumored i n St. 
Thomae that t heae two ah1pa were 111aa1ns. The Rea14ent 
Agent ot the Jederal. Bureau ot InYeat1gat1on telt that , 
1na•tl0h u U waa a MYal matter , he had no Jur1a-
41ot1on an4 oould a&ke no 1nYaat1aat1on, I! t heretaro, 
1Dternwe4 the Br1t1ah Oouu1 and the Brit all Realdont 
JJuel. ottloer and Conaul.ar ShlpplJI& A4Tber, who i n­
t--.4 - that the .. t.o llhl~ 4C'1n1tel;r had "-
l.IMt. 'l'hq ther .. r:D ott1e1allT requeete4 - · on 
behalf ot tile Brit a b Co Mer 1D Chlet, .._.loa and 
'lfMt ID41ea St&Uoa, to U.. United Stat&& author1UM 
.U:e "Huohlll& •calllrlea .. to Ule poaa1'b111t,- or 
aa'botqa balD& the oeue ot tbe reoqt l.oaa ot llhlpa 
aalllq troll s t. 'l'hoaa. • lfl th Ulia req•at tiM J ederel. 
Bllrea1l ot lDYNtlaaUOft taU tr.. to 8fJ ah•d with ita 
1DY .. U p Uon, I haTe tbere1'ore turDed the -tter OYer 
to 1\a reprNantaUYa h••• 

'l'he l.o .. ot the88 lars• carso llhlpa1 eaob with ita 
orfiW ot appro:rilllahl.J' 60 aen , 1a extreme.1.7 aer1oua in 
itael.t 0 but ot PaD 8l'&YU' lJIIPC)rt 1 8 t he danpr t hat the 
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~.. .. 
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THE WHITE H OUSE 

WA SHI N G TON 

0 6141 ib&i ih& January Jl, 1942. 

IIEIIOR.ANDUiol FOR THE PRESIDM 

The lntormation to the effect that the 
PROTEUS and IIER!:US 11a;y haYe been lost a s a result of 
possible sabotage before they left St . Th0111as , set 
forth in the attecbed letter !'rom GoYernor llartrood, 
has been giTen to botb ONI and FBI, at the President ' s 
directi on. 

ONI has direct ed the Co"""""dant, Tenth 
NaYel District, to extend tbe facilities and assistance 
of tbe Intelligence Office of bis District to the 
Spec.ial Agent in charge of the San Juan Jl'isl.d DiYiaion 
ot the Jl'edero.l Bureau of lnYeet1gat1on . C""""'ndont 
Tenth was also directed to report to ONI wbat secur­
ity arrang...,.ts are now in affect for the protection 
ot merchant Yessela against aabotege while 1n the 
Virgin Islands . 

Very respectfully, 

JOH:I L. llcCREA 

DECLASS1FlED 

II D put1 At'c~,~vi~ n hJ U.S . 
1 8 ul • '-']? 

FEB ~ 2 I~ .. 

111 ll. J . St ewart Da••----
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GOVERNMENT O F 
THE VIRGIN IS LANDS OF THE UNITE D STATES 

ClfARLO'M'E AMALIE, ST. THO AI A8 

January 6 , 1942 

Honorable Frankli n D. Roosevelt 
The Vlhite House 
Washington , D. c. 
My dear lo!r . President: 

194? Jll.H 14 I' ' I I 43 

asyE;:-1 :Jfi"'~L) 

TTt;'-~1 D1 J· 3? 
(1-(.-~,- l..) 

I would reel derelict in my duty were I not to call 
to your personal attention certain racts and circum­
stances concerning the alleged disappearance of two 
British ships, the "Proteus" and the "Nereus", which 
lett St . Thomas on November 23 and December 10, respec­
tively, destined tor Portland, Maine, These ships each 
carried upwards of 1) , 000 tons of bauxite , which were 
the two largest cargoes or this valuable aluminum ore 
ever to be shipped t'rom this port. AB you know, most 
ot the bauxite from South America is trans-shipped here 
at St. Thomas to the Aluminum Company of Canada . 

The last few weeks i t bas been rumored in St . 
Thomas that these two ships were missing. The Resident 
Agent of the Federal Bureau or Investigation felt that, 
inasmuch as it was a naval matter, he bad no juris­
diction and could make no investigation. I , therefore , 
interviev1ed the British Consul. and the British Resident 
naval orricer and Consul.ar Shipping Adviser, who in­
formed me that these two ships derin.itely had been 
lost . They thereupon o1'ticially requested ae, on 
behalr ot the British Coi!IIIIII.Dder in Chi at , America and 
West Indies Station, to have United States authorities 
make "searching enquiries as to the possibility or 
sabotage being the cause or the recent loss ot ships 
sailing t'rom St . Thomas . " Wi th t his request the Federal 

(I 
Bureau ot I nvestigation felt tree to go ahead with its 
investigation . I have therefore turned t he matter over 
to ita r epresentative here. 

The loss ot these large cargo ships , each with its 
crew ot approximately 60 men, is extremely serious in 
iteelt , but ot even graver import is the danger that the 
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cargoes or a~uminum ore may have rulen into enemy hands. 

I di sli ke intensely to add to your numerous worries and burdens at this oruoiu period in t he nation' s history, but I reel tmt unless something is done t o insure the delivery or bauxite to the Aluminum Company or Canada our detense errorta wi ll sutter a serious bl ow. 

With personal regards, I remain 

c . .• 

Faithfully yours , -
CHARLES HARWOOD, 

Governor or tho Virgin Islands 
or the United States • 

. ... . L 
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