


.FI Al P PP 'I

Pa F:T. quea ||
—h
THE WHITE HOUSE
PRIVATE AND WASHINGTON
February 28, 1934,
VEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDFNT

FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

Many thanks for yours of the 24th.

I think you are absolutely right
about the Federal Incorporation Statute.
It should go over to the next Session.

In regard to the Unemployment In-
surance Bill, I have told Miss Perkins and
Bob Wagner that I have no objectlon to
its being reported by the coumclttees,
but that I do not think the ad journment
of the Session should be held up by it.

As you say--it will require a good deal
of overhauling and would necessarily
cause much debate.
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THE MEW YORK TIMES
TINES SQUARE

Hevember 21, 1936
Dear lMr. Tugwell:

I have your letter which, as you probably noticed, was
printed in The New York Times of liovember 2Cth. There is
little that I can say other than to express my regret at the
unfortunate mammer in which the material available wes pre-
sented in the offending story. It was unfair to your admin-
istration, and as such is deeply deplored.

I feel certain thet I need not mssure you that this
article does not represent the poliocy of The Times. The
articles we have run about the Resettlement Administration are
sufficient evidense of that -- such articles as your own
contribution in the Mapgazine of July 26th, and the manuscript
by Frank George which was published in the Review Secticn of
Dotober 25th.

We should be pleased if you would prepare another
article for us in which what has been achieved might be plainly
indicated. Thas, probably, some good might come from an other—
wise regrettable incident.

Faithfully yours,
(8igned) Arthur Hays Sulszberger

Rexford G. Tugwell, Esq.
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture
Department of Agriculture
Vinshington, D. C.
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December 5, 1935

I was pleased to receive your letter
of December 3rd with your article encloged,
which we plan to use in our Magazine
Section of Sunday, December 15th.

May I take this occaslon to tell you
that I too did not 1ike the lead to our
correcting story to which you refsrred in
your letter of November 27th, and that
those responsible have been advised to that
effect?! I can assure ¥ou thot 4t continues
to be the policy of The New York Times to
have its columns objective,

Faithfully yours,
/8] Arthur Hays Sulzbarger

Dr. Bexford G. Tugwell
Hesettlement Administration
'uh’.“t“. nv ﬂ-
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The President,
The White House.

Dear Mr, President:

This is in reference to the news coverage on THE NEW YORK TD/ES
article attacking the Resettlement Administration administrative
“t"w.

The news stories and editorials based on the originmal NEW YOHK
TIMES story (published November 17) have sppeared in newspapers

all over the country, An amslysis of the clippings at hand shows
that editorial comment far exceeded news articles, and in most cases
used the misleading TIMES figures as & basis for attack on the Ad-
ministration, Also, that the editorial comment on the Administra-
tor's reply was almost unanimously unfaverable in the elippings
which were received.

Geographical distribution of the story, to date, is as follows!

(1) Hortheastern States - 68
(2) Lake States - 2
(3) North Central States =~ 1
{4) Central Atlantie States- 14
(5) Southern Atlantie States- 1
(6) Bouth Central States - g
{(7) Prairie States - -]
{(28) BSouth Pacific States -~ (-]
{9) BSouth Western States = [
(10) Hoeky Mountain States - 3
{11) BNorth Pacific States = 4 Total - 115

Uther clippings contimus to come in, s0 these figures are not defl=
nitive,

Bincerely yours,

/?@uﬂiﬂ

Administrator,
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Be: Litigation - Bound Brook Suburban
Tesettlement Froject

The Bound Brook Suburban Resettlement project wilch is located
in the Tomnship of Franklin, New Jersey, will involwve the
construstion of a commmity for 760 families. The total
amount of land which will be purchased for the project will
approximate 36500 mores. The total smount of monmey to be spemnt
for this project will be approximately $6,600,000.

About December 10, 1936, the Township of Franklin and four
taxpayers brought a suit to enjoin the project in the United
States District Court of New Jersey. The attorney for the
plaintiffs was Merritt Lame, represemtative for New Jersey of

the Committee of lawyers of the American Liberty League.
Briefly, the contentions were that the project is unoonstitutional
and wnauthorized, and that the Emergency Relief Appropriation Aot
of 1936 is wneonstitutiomal; that the Towmship would be injured
by the loss of taxation from the property withdrewn into Federal
omnership; and that the individual taxpayers would have their
tax burden increased. The District Judge demied an applicatiom
for a temporary restraining arder. Prier to the date fer the
hearing on the motion for temporary inmjunotion, the United
States Attormey appeared and mowed to dismiss. District Judge
Clark dismissed on the representation that a suit would be
brought in the District of Columbia, joiming the Administrator
of Resettlement Administration as a party.

In comnection with thie sult, there should be noted the unlikeli-
hood that these individual plaiwtiffs would have chosenm or would
have had the means to choose an attormey of the standing of
Merritt Lane.

On the following day an action was commenced in the Supreme Court

of the Distriet of Columbia by the same parties, alleging in
substance the same eomplaint, joining as defendants the Administrator,
Secretary of the Treasury, Camptroller General and other officials.
The attorneys for the plaintiffs were again an outstanding firm,
nsmely, Covingtom, Burling, Rublee, Acheson and Shoob., Dean Acheson
of this firm represented the plaintiffs in court. An application
for a temporary restraining order was denled by Judge Atkins but a
stipulation was agreed to to refrain from further work on the project
until a hearing was held on the motion for the temporary injunctiom.

This motion wae heard on Januvary 3., Chief Justice Wheats dimmissed
the bill of eamplaint cm the ground that there was no equity in the
bill.
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4s An immediate appeal was taken end a motion made for a temporery
injunection pending the determination of the appeals This wes
granted by the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbiase
The appeal was argued om February 12, 1936, and supplemental briefs
filed by both sides on March 4, 1936,

The Government limited its comtentions to the propositions that
thie was a suit ageinst the United States and that the plaintiffs
had no standing in equity emd were in no position to question the
ocnstitutionality of the Acte The plaintiffs, however, argued
that the aot was unconstitutional end the project unauthorizeds

S5¢ (n February 17, 1936, the Board of Education of the Township of
Franklin (which had in the meantime become a party to the litigation)
pasged a resolution withdrewing from the litigatione

e On March 3, 1536, the Township Committee by & vote of 2 to 1 passed
a resolution withdrewing from the litigation, These resclutions were
not brought to the attemtiom of the Court although the Department of
Justice telephoned Dean gcheson to advise him of the faect that such
resolutions were adopteds Om March 7, the individusl plaintiffs brought
e suit in the New Jersey Supreme Court to have the sction of the
Township in withdrawing from the suit reviewed on a writ of certiorari
and Supreme Court Justice Eodine enjoined the Township Committee and
its counsel from taking any steps to withdraw from the litigation.
In support of this order the pleintiffs filed affidavits implying
that certain irregularities on the part of officiales of the Hesettle=
ment Adminietration induced the aetion of two of the Towmship
Committeemen in voting to withdraw the suit.

Testimony is now being teken in this actlion.

(m March 9, 1936, Dean Achoson made two motions in the Distriet of
Columbia Court of Appeals

(a) Asking permission to withdraw as counsel for the Foard of
Education because of the confliet of interest between it and

the other plaintiffs; and
(b) Asking the instruetiom of the Court as to whether it can with-
draw as sttorney for the Township of Framklin in view of the

oonfliot between the resclution of the Township and the order
of Judge Bodine enjoining the Towmship from withdrawinge

7 Wn’, Aoy fFantoun
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