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FORTMONWOUTH NJ 11 AM JULY 29 1939 

THE WHITE HOUSE WASH I NGTON DC 

t-411U .. ._ _ _ _ _ 

aJ•I-1~·14 .. 

~~ "!= "'" "\~c. I 

THE SEVENTH WORLDS POULTRY CONGRESS HAS JUST BEEN FORMALLY OPENED I T 

I S APPROPR I ATE THAT TH I S MESSAGE BE SENT THROUGH COURTESY OF THE WAR 

DEPARTMENT BY HOM I NG P IGEON THE OR I GI NAL METHOD OF FAST COM/UN I CATI ON 

HENRY A WALLACE 

CLEVELAND OHIO JULY 28 

11 25A 



I niE WHITE HOUSE 

W~IHOTOH 

AIJ8U8t II, 1939. 

KEIIOIWIDUit FOR 

IIRS. ROOS£VELT 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

IT IS HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL. II'IU. 

YOU PL£ASE RETURN FOR l£lC FILEST 

F. D. R. 

-
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THE WHIT£ HOUSE 

W.AAHINGTOH 

~- J! t. 

L.~on.·~ .lJll !'OR • .R . 
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I 111 t.oU ~haL ~he Dei' t:,.nt 
or acric:ulture wu oon lltrl~ to. tn..; 
ovGr the w1:JJ 1~ or tho !toe"" rl co aa 
., caperiJ:Ien~al a tat! on 'lrh.l ell W>Ull ban 
giv~ a n\L'!I'bor or rroJeet.a tar the Jtate 
t:. Y., ... illOrk . OB. tb.is nor'l:lt.orl'llt:e 
or 1a the-re ru:a c:t:a%lice ct lt.a OJ&lAS, abo.lt.? 

::.11'. 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
( • WASHINGTON I L. I' 

~· 4 

AU!!USt 2 19319. 

Tbe Pruld..,t 

Tba White !louse 

Dear llr. Prealdont: 

You eaked in your note ot July 28 whether we bad ever found any uae ror tba Rogers place at Hyde Park. I believe K. L. Wlloon apoka to you 1D!ormally about his Idea or es­t abllahina !Iva or six r aoearcb cent ers in dl!!arent reslona tor t ho study ot eel!-outtlctant !arming, suburban tarmlog, 8Jid otbor aubjocto not covered at present. He alao thillka that oa&e•hera we should be presarvins in erowtb the varieties o! plants and breeds ot live stock which do not now ae«' to han co:::r.erclol Tal"• · For aXIIIItplo , verletloe or truita ere paaal~g out or existence because they ha•• no c~~erclal Yalue 1n competition with t ypes br ed for tho modern market. llr. W1loon feela tbet tlleae vertetieo 1111:1 be needed oo:-.et!Jre because of poaa1bl6 d1seueo tha t rnay attack tho cOIMierclal breoda. 
Our underatandicg Ia that you gave approTol to the plan, &Dd clearance or efforts to get legleletlon introduced. ~e haTe prepared tho attached bill to he introduced, we hope , 1n this aaaalon ot Congress, preferably by Senator Need ot Now York . Ot course lt will not be adopt ed In this oeaolon but we teol that It will bne s .. o edueattoaol value tr I t Is Intro­duced now. Later oo we will urge 1te adoption . The bUl u now drafted would .aka tho Rogor e eetote eligible ror uee ee one of t heae research eeotera. 

Sioeerely 7oura, 

Secretory 

Ellolo.ure 



A BILL 

To JII'O'fi4e t .. ......,., .. ,. n .... ~ tlp1cult\D"al ~ ~. 

!rr 1a...n1cau- a d • wt.raU01111 in ..U-nft1oinl fuoa1nc, tile 

pruana\1011 ot plaa\ ...t a1Ml ••vhUM tor- in . _,, o! outbr'MU 

o! - I!Uuan or~~ ot- o_,..,ial IIM8, aQburban land uae, 

ad the -.>plieeUCift ot powr-dri_, IOPpli&DCoo on the aal!-auJ't1cin« !aJ'Il 

and 1.n tbe ~~. 

'PP' '· 
1 . Apprcm..aw4 1,~,000 !ani ta.!H•a 1.n the United State• are 

...,..S in aalt-n.!tl.c1JI,r 1lmdnc1 l1Yinc .., ..U !.,... 011 wb1ch tbe7 

ra1M ...t ot tba -t, ~. dl.1.ry J)I'Odueta and ot.her !oo<l t11e7 -· 2 . 'l'beM ,......,.,~.,.o= _.,•rooial ! - ora U>ollt 22 ~ ot tbe ...t>or 

o! .ran. in tbo llllited atotea, 

' · !'hill t7110 Oil .,nnlWIIJ. lirlac baa DOt 1'00011-..cl adequate 

-..ut1o ~.U.Cotloa u4 otaq, •-• •""''Snc Mnrrlo OOAditimuo 

...t a +errwt'll t1 b ''117 11n1 a.-Mcl...t ot tile atta\ia o! tile 

"'pu* ' ot Acrioultvo ad ot \be 1 nd Cll"llllt Collopo to tbo probl­

o! -.1al 1lmdnc, u4 

4 . It 1a MWKI ,..Uo,.l poliq, 111 lcoop1.oc w1 t.b tbe l\lndu.at.al. 

pr:t.Dat p)oo o! ~..,., to proteet .,.,.rtwdt.ioa !or !aaUioa to uiJitaiD 

'- 011 awall traoto ot 1-.4 011 wbiob t.boJ oan produce !oo<l tar ~~ 

o__,tion te npplowont ot.her in-1 ad 
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!HIBIAB· 

1 . luUiN N1'1"7111C 011 Hlt-eu!t1oi.aa or pu-t-t:I.M tara11tc 

DMd .,_ OOIU'08 ot ~tAJ7 11Mb ino,_, and 

2 . !be po8o1bUitieo ot ~ euoh ino,_ tllrGuch h.-

1Ddadrieo, rural 111'\e aDd aratto, and l'llral. ...u-eoal.o 1D411etr7 hew 

PPJtft. 

1. ~ pleat eod IIII1Ml ~·• appear unpred1ct.a~ traa 

t:I.M to t:I.M, either llpOIItaMouel;r or tllr""B'h iJiport&Uon, .. in the 

- ot Dutoh Elat dieoMo, the apple bllcht and the ot.rnberry llilcS.w, 

2 . "-o~ ueee appear troa t:I.M to t:I.M whioh requiro 

ftJ'ietiea of plenta end anillale other thai the predaooinlti.aa c.,...roial. 

t;rp .. , md 

). Ill -• of euoh .,...._, -rs-7 or ...., dew~nt, it 

... a--· .. apjdoplkte to tbe - ··--·eiel -· ott. " • 
peat.-' ot .._.or _.l<HdM Olllp]M'aUaa, ad wit.b loo•o 

ntr-4 darilll tho Ml.lr, ad 

4. It. otteD blfiJIIIO \bo\ - ftl1.o\1oo ot ocriOaltlll'al. p1eDte 

8Bd ......,. ot .....-s.o •n1•1 • _.. .,.,,tpett, bat an DO\ pi' I u ted 
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5. The laDd end reaovoee of ed.ni.oJ a,rioultur&l. a:peri~ 

ft&UCIII8 ere eo ~ -.led for -'1Jic JZ'MSi.DJ 0\lrNIIt JII'Obl-
of ...,tealt_.. tllat. U.,. ..at be ued for perpetuatir!f nab apperent.q 
- a roial ...n.tiu ot pl.eate end a1uhJ lllld 

!HRE'S· there are epeoi&l. ruurcb probleu wbiob, beoaUH ot tha 
daapn ot ~ .u-e tr.. ~ plants .,d an<ule to 
otllere, or tor other reaeoca 1 do Dot t1 t raad.il:r 1nto tha research pro­

gr-. ot Pieting a¢oultur&l. axperi.Mnt naUoruo or reponal rMMl"Cb 

laboratorlae, such as the breed'"« of dl.-..-raeutallt obutnut tree. 

lllld ot ela trees reeietaat to Dutob lla di-N, but whiob require 

~ :l.znoNt,ipticmJ ....S 

"P''· 
1 . n... ara t. aU11., a1t7- , '",,,,.. aDd aaburbUI .._, ,,"« 

iMlU.. 111 the ~ted etetea .., ara d1nlrtl7 111\ereeted 111 a,rioulture 

priariq M 1t •111,11•• to tbe ..U \not ot led wiu.in a oit;r, 'lill.ac• 
w a nRI'II, ad w bm 111 sa d _.. ~- beautitioet.icm, aDd 

2. Po ureb 1a U.. ,...tbllJ.U. ef ua1e t;rpe of len~ 1e now 
UadeqU'Ite to _., tbe need~~ ot tbeee feee111MJ .,cl 

MJW, 

1. a..-.t .S.Wl ...-nt s 111 teohnoloa, and pu"tioulerlJ 1n rural 

~ion, haYe ..- poeeible as ret -.ed -wlloat10D8 of tb1e 
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- ~. \o l1,cbWD .raa Allll "- w-.- to 11ipi"'ft ............ 

of l1..U.,, ad 

H ., 

...S tppp;1ut~a·-• 1ppi'Opl'iate f<r -.11 f.,. a d bae ""• allll o\lleni1M to 

Mill iall - Of \bot - \oobnolos7 U 1.n new Mtboda <>! ho 1 o•nn1ng1 

le i\ M, pW br t.he Ieete 8l4 !nn qC' leppeeptftiua Ql t.be *fttd 

9te\t pi t=rt• 1p 9eDmtM ye¢1M, That the Secretuy ot Avtculture 

18 114nb7 aut.hoJ'iaed to ... tabl1eh not to aRM<! t.l.ft ..._1oaa1 a,rioultural 

..__.... oanter.. In ~ to • r - the -..n.tnUon nlua of thea• 

-'-"• 8Mb oft.'- ...U lie ~ M\ tar b-. IIMdl;( u-.lled 

.,_ ot -lr: to be ptrfo....S, md, 'lblro poaei'bla, witbi.n aa -

~ ~ c1not.ec1 to eolf-oaft.l.eiJIC or ,.n-u. faniJII, but. 1D 

pla.- ...... I" ;ll&l JlftC*I\1- - bot \oDD t.bott. the )lr-'1 ... of 

i • - MIT. Jd plaaU ...S anSwle 1d.ll .t,. u.t,e \be ...... ol 

,..toDal -, to be ...., ,. ot- ...S- repoeoaat.aU- of 

hlld.lila )lraot.UU, eolt-oaft.l.oiDc t...U, 1D the ro,ioa, the a,rioult.ural 

oollape, and other liU.aau or .,...... witbi.n the l"'Oioa 1DW.I\od 1D 
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U. objeoU'fU ot tha Aot. 

a.. '· !be Jlftll'• of •rk .t eMil -ter ab&ll 1Dolwt. .uob 
.-11 o~ _,., ...S ~u ... u .a:, t.. ~priate tor U. ewaoeJ-

1iltr - 111 .. u--rn.oinc Uld put-tS.. t&i'll1iljf, u. pre-t.ion ot 
~ ot ~tw-el. p1aaiW aDd en'•'• tor- .m.n...., <11He•• 
- •- -Gal -.Ia cWNlAap, U. brad'nc of ftrioti ae of pl.alate 

aDd ""'"'" roai.naat to 11ft' d1H••• UDdar oond.itiane appropriate to 
peua~ .,.....S of ell-~ \be objMte of u poriJoantetian, ouburhml 

laDd ,... (1.Jiolud1.ftc deftlo~ ot ftgetebl.e and no-r prdoma, truit 

truua, abada end orDAMilt&l trMo and pl.alat1 , and epeoi&l probliU of 

perr.y. an4 rood-l...Saoapinc 111 connection t.har.witb), b ... ete&dinc, 

rurul arte .,d bandiorof to and their ftlu. 1n illpro'fin,f rural liTill€, 

tba ~plJ.oation of taobiloloQ .,d pclll'fJ'-dri-. •ohl""'7 an4 applianoee 

to te.ka "" tho Hlt-.ult1oinc tars ODd 111 tha !U'II '-• and 1uch otbar 

.,ud•l roeaarob tu1a1 u tbe S.Orotoi)" of Acrioultun ahall find can not 

t.. Mld'J:r 111al:adocl wi.WD tbe -'< ot tbe ..wrt.inc ~t otatioaa 

8lld labal'aWriae • 

a.. 4. rw \lie pap 111 of \As. Aft, U. s-na.,. ot Acrioultua-. -

(a) Slla1l Uru ~'J' \a ....,U. tJae Ill 18&rJ lando 01' 

(b) »-:r -- tha ooaperotiOil of an:r p ft..-ntal llpiiCJJ 
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(c) lie.)' Mice up.,dihr• for peracnal aonioea InC! rent 
1JI tt.. Diatriot of Colabia eel elaftbe•e, for tba plll'chue of booQ of 
refere_, f<ll' p-intillf aDd 'bi""''~~• for t he plll'chue, aJIOII&n«e, oper.,_ 
Uaa, • cl ~ of pa...ace~ ftb1.cla1, for nppllN aDd 
equi,_..t, for ~ up-, Ulcl for other ~ti .. expr-, 

..uiON ttl t.hJa Ae\1 aMll •t.Uiae t.ba off101ra, ~1"1"• e el faoiUtiaa 
of ......,, .. wi\lda t.ba D i 1 ' at Acri.Ut ve ...... t'laot.1CIDI are 
relaW to t.ba 1111'11 J)ft'fitW tar 1JI W. a.\1 .,cl..:, allot to alaeh 
..-1• or t....tw to .-11 Gtbar ac-oiN of tba Fac!er&l Oove,..,..nt u 
ba ..:, >wq-' to -1~ 1JI ~ aa\ .., of t.ba pro-tUi oaa of thia 
Act, aq fllllda Mailable for t.ba fiiii'PIIM of thia Act. 

Sao, 6 , Tbare ia barab7 *'t.boriHcl to be appropriatecl not to 
eXOMCI 11,000,000 per ..,. tor the purpoaea ot tb1a .tot. Appropriations 
.ada pur.-...nt to thia Act aball -~ aftllal)le 1111t.ll IJil*ldacl. 



• . ... 
I 

The German lood Si tllaUon 

1. Bee&ute or aec~hd atoclte and rationln& of eonauaptlon 
German food auppllea now appear ample to cover t he .are ur1ant require-
manta or the nation for one 1ear at leaat. Attar t~ rlret 1ear certain 
aapocta of tbo food ouppl7 will have become qui t e YUlnerable. but other 
factora are ll.kelJ' to proYe DOra ilrportant 1n deteralnlns Genoa.oy'o 
ability to continua the confl ict OYer an extended period. 

2 . The moet YUlnerablo feature of the food aituatlon 1e fate, end 
a:ore p&rt1cularlJ' the ouppllea for aorprlne, which are lar1el7 dependent 
upon over oeoa lmporta. A reduction of approxiaately 25-30 percent 1n fat 
euppllee end In turn conoumptlon eon be reasonabl y expected durin, tbe 
aecond year of var and probably a oomevhat blgber percent thereafter, de-
pendlns upon {1) Genoan boundarlea, (2) llnotoclc nuabera, and (3) cOWl-
trl ea Invol ved In war at that time. 

3. !he meat supply Ia a aecond YUlnerable feature of t he German 
food altuation. lor the current )'ear Unetoclt n1lllbero (aho feed sup­
pH .. ) are practically equal to domeot1c needo, eopee1all1 eonaiderlns 
the probable continuance of aome ImpOrt• from nelgbborlnc neutral coun-
trlea. Attar the flrat )'e&r a dacraaae in feed ouppllea 11 expected to 
caute oome llquidftt lon of l1Yeotock, a moYe which would be expected to 
gain lmpetuo tbo lancer the war 1a continued. 

4. Bra&dsraln, potato, and l'llD'Z' auppllea are very favorable, pnd. 

no eerloue dlffleultlee £8¥ be expected for tbeee fooda for two to three 
)'e&re at l eaet , unleeo har'laet a are very unfavorable. Some reduction in 
the potato r~d aua-zbeet aereasea and yields may be expected ae the war 
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eontlnueo, due largely to intueive cultivation nooeoao.cy for theoe 

eropa. Kowever , both are on a surplua baeia at present, eo unleae and 

until a marked decline occurs (not nov foreoeeablo) euch food oeodo 

should be mot . 

5 . Coopared with 1914 and the World War period the foll owing 

favorable and unfavorable f actor• effecting Geroen agriculture and food 

maT be noted: Favorable -- (l) the Reicbeahretand organi:ation (a ~oot 

efficient agricultural and food organizat ion) ; (2) increaeed mecbanize­

tion of agriculture; (3) oore utenslvo uae of artificial fertilitero; 

(4) &rOY plans not t o conscript fare ceo and horaea except when and 

where abaolutely oecea•ary: (5) conelderably expended and lcproved trana­

portetlon aystem: (6) greatl y iocreaeed storage nnd processing feclli­

tiea: (7) a oignificantly improved agricultural industry In the Danubian 

and Baltic area, also Ruoaia, whi ch ia not eubject to blockade conditiona . 

Unfavorable -- (l) early and complete blockade of all esoential producto 

fro:o overseas; (2) lees economic reoerves, especially gol d, wHh conse­

quent difficulties in paying for ouch import s no can be obtained; (3) en 

increased human and liYOatock populat ion per oquare milo; (4) the unpopu­

l ari ty of var; (G) eomevhat reduced resistance and leas atoiciag on the 

part of coneumero; (6) pouiblo invasion of German terri tory; and (7) 

nov deTel opmenta and ditfi cultiee arising out of a modern var which cannot 

be anticipated. 
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- 0r1&1na l or thla co.rbon ••1'7 Ia 
tiled in Warm Spr iD&• folder­
Dra""r $-lU9 



Nove,be r 2 0 , 1939. 

!be Ill! te SoWle 

la r .. pooae t.o JOIII' Worul 1~u.i.rJ abou~ t.he 
poeoibill \7 of obte.iDiq lllll'aarJ atoek for a b&H bill­
aicle at lano Spri.Qia , for U.. lu. Spr l.nca ro..u~auoe, 
\llan 1a aoaa lloubt u t.o abe tber \Ilia co"ld be 11oM 
wader Ula budcet. it.. tor Cooperatin llirlribuU oo of 
Foree\ PliUit 1q Stocll, but it rou will indie&te wit.h 
1111011 the 1or••~ Senlea U!/ cet. 1n t.ouch parao~ 
• t.bia at. lara Spri.Qia , ~!MIT ballen it. u:t be poulble 
t.o work o11t. eo .. cooparat.he arrq-t., wuter t.bia or 
- ot t.ha ot.ber Aote, Wldlr wbicb the billaide a1Jbt. 
be pwted. .u 10011 u we bMr trooo rou, the roraat. 
Senice • ill cet. 1D t.ouch wit.h ..__ 7ou dee~te. 

8i•c•rel7 ,.,..... - · _ 
.... -r..ye ..-.t .. ,.) 

I (A_ ........,...oJ-1.,~ 
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Ill 711' II, 1131 • 

..... ~·-
A 481uate nge•tt.aa .. , .. , ............. 

.......... .. ••• •'II ......... ..,. 
- 'lleet ....... 

, .. , •• ~can.-.. . ...... , .... 
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h U noo1n4 '1111 reproo•tatiYo farMro , luluoo •• u4 ftl'obou­
ot \lw tho 1aeol to-..co - 1.a -u"' Mooa\1e4a 

1. f.lat w p oa !'MOrt u 'MI.ac l.a fa..,.. of \lw repeal of tbo 
pre-t .__ .. Mt u4 approTO l.a prl.aelpl o , ... -\rall\7 
1o,SolaUoa propooe4 l.a tu lut 11111oa of Ooacn11 \7 tbo 
J'noiA•t u4 horo\&1'7 of 1\atoa 

lo !bat WI appaal lO OQI' GoTo~at to l'lqa81t lU Jrltllb 
Goft~a\ to GOOQI'._ U1 laUoaal1 h ro._ t u pvobalo 
of h\acoo l.a tbl1 ooa\1'71 

a. !bat wo nqae1t \lw ..... loulnral A.!Jut•at A4al.alltraUoa t o 
uoertaia u4 aD aftila'll11 IT&I'7 riiO'QrOO Of \ U h4oral 
~., wh1ob ~ 'M bo~ l.a nppor\l.ac \u prl oo of 
\o\acoo -10M4 \7 'bo YUb4...-l of ~lab INiiac iahro1h ; 

4, !.Ia\ wo p oa rooor4 ao t anr l.ac a rotor....t.a oa \ o\acco crop 
ooatrol tor 1940 t o 'M u 14 a1 1ooa • \bo looro\01'7 of 
Acrloulhro fiad.o it praoU oal 1 

11. !bat wo ,. 011 rooort ae '-lac 1a tnor of a tan ro\1o Toto 011 
t o'llaooo cr op oo11t rol t or 1940 oad. tu\ ,. ar,. oar a1ooc la,11 
u4 trload.1 \o work tor a tanra\l o To\oa 

6. f.lat ,. ,. oa rooort ae tanrtac tbo opeal.IIC of tu Old. Jolt 
n -.nare4 \o\acoo arkl'l oa tbo - d.a\o tut arklh 1.a 
tbo otur n -.4 t o-..oo \ol\1 roopea u4 t u t eaob opn1ac 
\o ao 1ooa ao po11l'lll o ; 

1. !bat tbo Goftraoro, lloa\oro of 0oacro11 , tara orp.al uUou , 
.anatoa DlTllloa, tbo llepar\-t ot f-Uoaal llobuoaUoa , 
tbo lara loo'Grl\7 A4aialltretloa, ,.., ltato Depart ... ,• ot Acrl­
oulhro, \u wrobou-a u4 o\ur buluo-• \o roqaeokd. 
h ctn tu Acrloult11ral A.!Jut ... t A4aialotreUoa tu talloo\ 
poool'lllo oooporeUoa l.a nplaial.IIC \u oinauoa u4 t orM of 
tbo rote......._ t o \lw to'llaooo ll'w•u u4 lul.ao•-• ot \lw 
fi-.ved. h'llaooo 'MU. 



t 

0. \be kalt. ot .a ----"UlD cr.-· ate '-6J •"-wt.• of \bo• -.rUt c:ndlt 1a ·.-ha Cnlnt. ~..n.U•, I MU .- t.o-\ 1t. b r-...w.. r.-r ~ to ~ .Lato U11111r' I"''f''l'f'l.::lc ·.u.e U !.he 'tt'MaJ'7 •;pro laaWll t )IJ ..U..U... w~ .t tktr •fdwJ. ~- • · ..rlJic .... nHill 7...,. 19.41. 
n-- ... '-" pl.uol rr• -.de h at: .. ,.Utb \alb tllld. I t a ....S C'lould h.\.r artM, t.b.q ce.D npla \.bo rw:.d • • 

(PIX~) 

Leo • 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WA8HINOTOH 

JanU&J')' 2, 11140 

PRIVATE Alfll Obi! !DE!£ 

MDCOIWfDtJ)( roR 

'!'HE 8£CRJ."l'ARr or AORICUL'!UJIE:" 

!hla 11 tor your 1711 on17. 

u 11 1nter .. t1ng. n .... .. 114 1t 

baolt to ••• 

r. D. R. 

E:nolo~ 

Let t o J.!rs . R. 12/29/30 from Anr4Der 
.Jncl<!l.2.ll , 1037 Earle Bu1l4ing, 
\laeh1ng ton, D. c. re euggeet1ons ror 
man to be appointed to Aucceed Silcox. 
Suggests Raphnel Zon, hoad or For eet 
::xper1oent station in ::1nneootn; I.yle 
::atts, Portland , Oregon; Chr1&topher 
::. Gra1ncer, one of Siloo:r. ' u•ato· 
":> ......... _.~ •• ,., ~ -· • ~ • • - , 
.:.l·Q~- •••• !.1 •••• , v ... • -• J ' v• ~V 
ot Forest Innuenoee ; etc . • ·•· ·· 



Tho Preddant, 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULT URE 
WASHINGTON 

Jan""'7 4, 1940. 

The llh1 te llouae. 

Dear 11r. President 1 

I aa raturn!ns llr. Jackson 's letur. It la 

intereattns that 10 .. or hie recOIIIIendatlona ..... ao 

sia11.&r to -;r own obaervat 10<Ja, aa erpreaeod to 7011 

1n a •110r&lldwo ao• dt.7a ago. 

Reapact.t\lll.y, 

3.{ D.L0 ~~ CJ... 

Enclosure Secret.e.ry. 



Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Krs . Roosevelt: 

10~7 Earle Building 
Washington, D. c . 
December 29, 1939 

In accordance with my agreement 1n our conversation last 
night I herewith aet forth the judgments which have been given 
to me on a successor to Ferdinand A. Silcox as Chief of the u.s. Forest Service. The excuse for sticking my nose into 
this is tour-fold. 

First, Rober t Marshall , who was Chief or the Division of 
Recreation and Landa 1n the Forest Service, was, as I told 
you, the JnOst i .ntilllate friend my wife and I bad in Washington. 
He bad often discussed with us the personnel of the Forest 
Service. Ria ideas were the most objective and public-spirited 
and intelligent of any man we lmew anywl:lllre in the Government 
Service , 

Secondly, Silcox himself was a very close friend or mine 
and had talked his problema over with me many times , and had 
himself spoken or various men 1n the Service . 

Thirdly, Gifford Pinchot, through Bob Karshall, became 
one or our close friends and had talked with me or the Ser­
vice , and since Sil'a death haa been in touch with me about 
a successor to 5il. 

Fourthly, a number or men in the Forest Service have 
diacuased the problem with me since 5il 1 a death and have 
urged v.e to help in any way I can to assure the appointment 
ot a aucceaaor to 5il who will maintain and extend the prin­
ciples in the Poreet Service which Sil exemplified. Pre­
eminent among tbeae is one of Bob Varahall 1 a oloaeat friends 
who has become one of our oloaeat friends , _Haphael Zon, bead 
ot the Forest Experiment station in Minnesota . Zon, you will 
probably remember, collaborated with the President in putting 
acrose the Shelter Belt agains t the ridicule and wise-cracking 
or reactionaries in the Forest Service aa well aa outside . 
The President, I am sure, baa lived to chortle at the expense 
ot the know-it-alla of tboae daya . The day ot Sil 1 s death 
Zon wrote a oont1dent1al letter to me, excerpts fro~ which 
tollow1 



Mrs . Roosevelt - 2 - December 29, 19~9 

"Our ranks are thinni ng; eo much more reason that we stick closer together . My first impulse, upon hear­ing of Sil's death, was to so to Washington . Por tear that it would be too much of a strain on - , l'rs . Zoo insists on delaying the trip until my presence, in your opinion, will be essential. 

"811 is dead, but it is up to us , Pat, to aee that 
tho liberal ideas with which he had so much difficulty to permeate the Forest Service must go on. You have a 
rendezvous with the destiny ot tho Poreat Service and can do much to prevent tho appointment of a succeeaor to 8il who ia likely to wreck whatever liberalism still re­mains in the ranks of the organization. 

"There ia danger from three directions : Ickes may press for the appointment of Rutledge , who used to be in the Fores t Service and ia now in charge or Grazing in the Department of Interior; Professor Nelson Brown ot Syraouaa, who boasts ot baing a friend of the Presi­dent; and Tinker, who just resigned from the Forest 
Service to take a $16,000 job as Secretary of the Ameri­can Pulp & Paper Association, but who would not hesitate 
to jump back, with tbc assistance of hie lumberman 
friends, into tho Forester's shoes . I need not tell you that the appointment of any of theae three would be 
calamity. 

"There ia also danger that the Secretary himself may want to appoint aa-one who ia not a forester, eo aa to bring tho Forest Service closer into the fold of his agrarian program. The Foreat Service , aa you know, was 
more or less of a thorn 1n the flesh or aome of the simon-pure agriculturists 1n the Department. • 

... ...................... ............. 
"I shall be ready to go to Washington if you think that I can be of any aaaiatance to you . • 

So that 1a why I presume to make the following auggeat1ona t 
Lyle Watta, Chief of the region wi t h headquarters at Portland , Oregon, aoema to be agreed upon by all my fri ends aa a person 

not only of liberal and public- spirited ideas in foreatry, but also 1n the general social and econolllic situation i .n which our country 1a at present. He, moreover , 1a credited by all my triaoda with baing a person of very great personal chana, who 

I 
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has a fast-movi ng intellect which operates quite as well when 
he is on his feet under pressure* as when he has opportunity 
for calm, refl ective study. 

Chri stopher M. Grai nger, one of Sil 1 a assistants , is the 
ki nd or person who woul d moat certainly want to hold everything 
tha t has been gai ned under Sil's administration. He happens 
to be one of our family's cl ose friends , havi ng married my 
wife 1 s most intimate school crony in Dsnver. 1'/e first came 
to know him duri ng our years in our home state or Col orado and, 
or course , have seen much of him and his wire, Louise, since 
we have been here in Washington. He is a man of absolute in­
tegrity and sincere devot i on to the public interest as he sees 
i t . He is somewhat older than Lyle Watts , I beli eve , and is 
probably more sot in bls ways . 

A forester for whom I , personall y, have t he greatest res­
pect and affection i3 Edward N. Munns , who is now Chief of 
t he Division of Fore3t Infl uences here i n Washington . Ed has ' 
been in the Forest Service 28 years , and i3 an Illi noi s boy, 
a graduate of Bradley Institute at Peoria, with his Master of 
Forestry degree from the University of Michigan. Immediately 
following graduation from J.!ichl.gan he entered the U. s, Forest 
Servi ce as field assistant in the Shasta Nat ional Forest in 
California, and subsequently rose through various ranks to be­
come principal s i lvi cul turi st here i n the Washington head­
quarters. He bas been in the Washington office since 1923 . 
All my other forestr y and conservation friends, such as Gi fford 
Pinchot and Raphael Zon, think extremel y hi ghly of Ed Munns . 
He is man of 51 or so years of age. 

Finally, the suggestion has been made to me by certain 
fellows in the l'orest Service that Rexford G. Tugwel l , be­
cause of h i s long and close association with Sil , might be 
a possibility. I pass that suggestion on without comment. 
Tha lack of comment must not be taken by you to mean that I 
don't have a high regard for Rex. So many factors enter in1D 
any serious consideration of suggesting him that I do not 
think it i s my pl aoe to embark upon a discussion of them. 

Please forgive the extent of this conmunicat ion. My rea­
son for having been 80 long-winded i8 that I want you to know 
why I butt in, and also how deep an obli gation I feel , both 
to the memories and principles of Bob and Sil, and to the 
Forest Service itself, which is one of the really top-notch 
examples ot admini strati ve efficiency i n the Government. I 
hope you will be able, ae you suggested last night , to transmit 
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such portions of this communication to the President as you 
think advisable . 

I do not need to tell you how deeply my wife and I appre­
ciated tho cordial hospitality which you and the President ex­
tended to ua l ast evening. 

Youra sincerely, 

~~Wtu..~~~ 
Gardner 

P . S. On the chance that you did not see my letter in the 
Nat i on about Bob Marshall , I am enclosing a copy ot it. 

GJ :CD 
Enc . 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL TUR£ 
WASHINGTON 

ll&rch 18. 19~0 

The President 

Tbe 'ilbi te House 

Dear !lr. President• 

I aa eendin& you berewi th three clippin&a, dealing with the fars political sit uation in the aiddleweot. One of thea ie writt.en 1'1 Williaa Al.len llnit.e , one tv w. W. WqMck and the other appeerwd in the •Kllllaae City Journal.• Tbeae clippinsa tocether with the Gallup Poll which appeued in the llucb 17 •«aabington Post• furniab considerable aateri&l for political &nd ecricultural renection. 

n>r.e quarters of thoce r.~1dwest farmers wbo have a definite opinion belieYe, accordi~ to the Gallup Poll , that the acllllinio­tration tarn program be.8 been helpful . At the O&llle tiM, fifty ­four per cent of theee aidweot farm vot.era indicate thcr would like to see the Republicans win the Preoidancy in 1940. This ia in spite of the fact that the percentage of middlewostern farmers who now want a Onocratic Preeidont io enonooualy greater than enr wae the case prior to 19:32. Once these farmers were almost unani­mously iron-clad Republicans. 'l'be trend to the De010cratic p&J'ty in recent years baa been t r eacndous , but it will rl>(!uiN another e1ght yeua to cuey the proc..,s to its logical point. it preaent lllllV of the farm YOtera of the middl .. eat tand to judge the Repub­lican party nationally on a baaia of its actions locally. In other words , 1f the local Republican congresaaen eupport the farm progru, there 1a d&nger of theae faraero vot1ng for a Republican president. General Wood wrote ae the other dq1 •I belieYe the"e facta are beginning to be genor&ll7 realized and tbat regardless of p&rty -Republican or llelloeret.ic - the f&ra progr .. will so ahead with only alight a;oc!ification for the next r .. 7eare. • Tbio 1a the attit~ of M11J whose alle,ianco waa long to tho C.O. P. and who wish to find an excuse for roturn1ng to their Republicon gods. 
Senator llcN&ry 1111:f know and bat.e the uchinationa of J'oe Pew &nd Erne at 'feir but the fenoere of tha dddlewut know nothing about those gentloaen. llot one in lOO, probebly not oven one in 1000, u fulli&r with the &nalyeis IMdo l:e' 'fUJi .. Allen ~bite ae enclosed herewith . The aiddlewea t ern Roopublic&ll eonerea-n, ,an­er&ll7 apealtinc, be ... plJrJed alon& with tbe lie• Deal in abeut the ~~WU~er deacribed tv Bill lhita. lqli&Ck, who writes tor a peper Which 11 traditionally Republican but which baa been friendly to both the 
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fllri!J and the trade agreement prosrame, di spleye the allOle suspicion 
as White of the current tactics of the eas tern wing of the Republican 
Parey. 

In much more eypoeritical fol'lll than ever before, we shall see 
the effort ~~&de by the RepUblicans in 1940 to bring about an accolllll!oda­
tian between the eastern wing of the Parey, which honestly wants 
nothing whatever to do with the fara prosram, and the western wing 
which will fight for the continuation of the present farm program 
virtually unchanged but under Republican control . 

I presUOie that •batever the nature of the Republicfi.D platform 
o.nd the candidate, William Allen White will be out supporting both. 
But the JD81Uler of sUpport by him and l!IOD like him will have a lot 
to do with determining where the seven million independent voters to 
whom be refer5 will eventually lsnd. No man bas such a great appeal 
to these seven sillion voters aa yourself. 

I t rust you can eventually take a l ittle time to s tudy these 
three clippings because they present in quite clear form t he outline 
of things to come. 

Respectfully yours , 

Secretsry 
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Cudldate Dewey opoke In Lincoln t.llo 
other a!Jbt. Slneo Llneoln Ia ~ho eenter 
ofa f&nll aroa, be exhaled the New York 
air from hlo Junp and beeamo chummy 
wUb tho farmero. Mr. Dowey hu a 
,...... ......... M little 'QU•Uon 
u to where helf~ II. 

Jlo favoro a fair parity botweoa farm 
prlcea ud lnduotrlal pricea. Ivery poll· 
tlelan hu beea lor fan~~ pari~ alneo the 
belflnnlnr of tlmo. This Ia Mr. Dewey'• 
Idea of how It can be attained: 

1. A crop loan prorram. Sueh a 
prolfrlm lo &!ready In effect. 

I. A prolfrlm of ooll conoorvatlon. 
Tbouaando of farmero In hlo Nebruka 
audloneo aro already partlclpatlnlf In 
oueb a protram. 
• 8. Convenlon of IUbma..,tnal land to 
moN ICOIIollllc --. Tbouaanda of 
aere1 of IUbma..,tnalland are bohir con. 
Yerted to IIIOfl oeoDOIIIIC UIH by tho 
CCC u d otyr a~ronciea. 

of marketlnr ,,.. .. 
In that to Nebraoka 

v-;;;;;o;,;;,,·.;;; art partlelpatlnr 
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M&rcb ~. 1940 

!he Preo 1dont 

!he Wilt to Bouoo 

DeAr Mr. Proo14ent• 

So&otl.ae &£0 ha4or L.lbin, vb.o, u 70U lalow, 1o one of 
J.!o.c!Aze Socr• tat7 1 0 rlcj1t hlt!ld ""'"· requ•oted"" to write for 
u eco00111c journal 111 reYiev of 'lhor~elu Veblen'• •Im-perial. 
G~. a book vb.lch """ written in 1915 and ..tllch I read &t 

tiiat t!Jce but 'ol!llch I re-read recontly. llh1lo moot ot t h h 
book .._, 1o1TI tten before tho ,roat war broke out in 1914. Veb­
len's undorotendln& Of tho Gennao lnot1t ut l ono W&O OUCh thAt 
he foreoaw in ouenoe alr.oot all or that wh1cb n... t~ken ))leoo 
between 1ns and 1940. ~ooe who think th•t gettinlf rid of 
littler will clear up the oltu..tlon almpl:y don't know what they 
ar" tAlk!D(. "bout. 

I would not aok you oo your ......,atlon to f'O to tho lo.bor 
of readlnc .. u ot Veblen'• •Imperial Germa.a,v•. You can perhapo 
get auf f1c1ell\ ot tbo 4rltt 1>7 reading "1 rniow, HowoYU, I 
would ougut that at your earlleot Ol'l'C•tunit7 you ' 't !rca 
tbe Colluudoual Llbr&17 Toblen 1o book 1 'ibe liloturo ot Peaoe• 
vb.leh he coaploto4 In late 1916 or early 1917 juot before •• 
8Dterod t ho war. Blo tull appreciat ion or wh-t I t lo that 
produeeo tha b&lldl t character of Oeraan:y and Ja))&D, &lid 'ol!l• t 
lo reqUi red to o!foot tbolr deotruetiYene oo lo soot &OS•In,. 
•:ln4 7011, be !or eoaw In 1917 that at tho out turn or the 'ol!loel 
Ge,.an:r aod Ja))&D - e almoot certain to be worl<iog to~ethor. 
l would not roco•end thR t you r•d all ot th io book 1 Tilo llature 
of Poaco1 but If you will dip int o I t on P"f" 2:1f!, I reel c~n­
!ident you will find it c!.itflcult to la,v It down until you hltve 
read men;r po.soo . 'f'hlo book will Cl!lloe you to relln muoll of 
tile bio t or;r or which you wore " ))&Tt &Dd t o proJoct your oelt 



!on~&rd lllto tho b hto17 ot wlcb I t ruot 10U vtll be an enn .., ro •Hal part. 

In tho next poooo, tho miotakoo ot t bo l8tt oot mutt not be repeated. ken I! you 4on 1 t •t;ret v tth aU W t YobloD ta,yt, 10ur 111114 vtll tnnlhbl7 be olar1tlod by tbo p rofundity of hh AnAlytlo. Ontortunatel:r bit ttylt It a little dt!floult. 



ll"fllllf or TIIK BOOI 0 IIO'IRIA.L O!RIIAIY Alll !Ill 
lllllll8TRUL RIVOUJTICII" WRlrrlll BY TIIORBTBII VDI.D 

Ill IULY 1111.6, 

ot all tho - wbo prior to tho cr-t -r otudhd tDo torooo 

t oo la • effort to proj .. t a treacl, Voblea -• o.,. of tbo aoot 1110-

oooatul. Ho had ia hia tho projoclioeo ot aa odlloatod lortOOC1aa 

tar.r 'llbo tooll that he 1a ao t;ood ao ~ tut hao ,. ... rtbolooo 

beea pro,..cl upcm bJ the olti..,. ot tho ,. • ....,. -u t- who haft 

lllltalrly uud at;alllot hia tloelr euporior mowlodt;e ot law, pol1tioo 

aod .U.rlou ouoto.. 1bio ollt;ht aod porbapo juotitiod biao em 

'bo port ot 1'oblen clid Dot iJd:ortero 1D ~ •terlal -y with tbo 

br 1111aooo or hie aaalyoh 2& ,...r. at;o or tbo tread ill ouoh aaticao 

•• Oo,_..J, lbclaod, tho Oaltecl ltateo aZIIl Japaa. 

!ho book em "Iaporiol Oo,.....y ed the lJiduotrlal llnoluttca• 

-· projootocl before .t.ucoot ot 11114 aad tho writing -• haotlly 

oa.plotecl 1D lata 11116 &Ad tbo tlrot -iil or '"" oL 1111&. App&r-

ly Yoblc aci<Wd a r .. pell01locl tootllOtoo to tho proot-eh•h ill 

April ot 1111&. I road tllo book *• lt tirot - out ill 1111.6 ... 

haft rereacl it apia ia ......., ot 11140. AI a rooult I -t to &1ft 

it ao .:, oout•recl opilllOil tDat tbo book h&o tully • • t;re&t o1c­

ll1t1ouoo 1ll tho proeoat .,rlcl oltoatioa ae tho drraotatiq oritiolo• 
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a..l.y by ba'rl.JI& both poia'- .t Tin 1a a1DAl ....., w -.1 oaaibly with 

the Oe,_..)' <II to•J• 

V•bl., 11 book 1a proba.bly th• 110ot a.out• b&lf81a ot ao•n 

O.ra~ 'llhioh lao ner 'beiD 1111'1-. ADd 7ft atra.JI&elJ col!lh th• 

Solioitor ot th• Poet Ott1oe O.pa.r-at ot th• tiJI1hcl lta.t .. daiecl 

to th• book •:r.p•na.l o.n. ... ,- ailiJI& pr1nlece• nil• th• tiJI1 tee~ 

Bta.t .. •• 1A 1tw cr-t w.r. !boo Poet Ottioe J)epo.riaeat 1D thllt cla.y 

a.ppo.r..,tly •• IID8.ble to a.ppreoia.to tba.t V•bl., 1 o book wa.o a. ha.rcler . blow a.t GenuD)' tor th• T•I'J r•eo11 tba. t it •• ta.ir, obj•ot1Te ""cl 

dicl 110t 18.)' 8. lllllCl• WOI'cl 8.CUJlllt 0.J'all7o 

fbe Vebl•lli..,. th•do with ,..prcl to a. .... , 1o ro"CCUJ a.o tollcnroo 

fbe ~riel po.ople ot a. .... , by ba ... clity 1A .. .., ciTen clecree or 

1&\itucl• ..... a.bout tbot - a.o th• people ill a. oorreopo11c1111e cltcre• ot 
la.titu<lll in ..,., ot tbot a«joininc oauntri... hoa JID&laAcl to St, l'lttero-

!Nrc the people a.t birth ba.T• a.bout tbot .... olara.oteriotioo. Tbos• ot 

ua wbo ..... ••11 a.oqua!Jltecl with the a..._. ot tb• thircl a.ncl fourth 

c-ra.tinn 1a 1tw Ullitocl ft&teo Jaaow tba.t V•bla io oubot....ti&llJ 

ricbt • .t..o a. pnetioiot I a.a o ClllTiDOecl bot 1a rill>t • llollt, tbou&JI 

pertape not a.U ot t.bot aathropolopto, will avee witb bia. fbere 

1o no bade 'llll&toon'tlr tor tbe ~ that tiM Gerano by harediiiJ a.re 

a auperior raoe. 

--· 1tw11, o- tbotir reputocl nperiar1t)' 1a oerta.in •ttero 

ot ooi•no•, t .. bllnlog ..,. a111tary oapo.oitJ' In <lllnlopill£ bio tbedo 

aloac tllio lt. T•blell opcclo 110at ot b1o .... rei .. -r&otiJI& 0...-aJ 

witb -.claAcl. PolitloallJ ..,4 teobllnloci•UJ, ~la11d io tar 110re 
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.-... tiN o..-117. 0.,....7 -o lin..,; ill ta. opirit IlL tlw llicldlo 

.t.po up until tM ooooad q\arter ot tho let!> c ... tury o.zul ohe tia•t 

really waite ap 11Dt1l 1870 . She tlwD towul r.aq to b..- ht.Jau o. 

oyot• wbioh ~lo.llll, utd to o. loour •"'-"'• rr.noo la4 o.lre&cly 

woz1r:ed out. But ill t &ld.nc anr tM tealmolosio&l oyot•, ohe la4 

o.ll tile a.mt.nt~oo &ioh o.ra IIIJoyocl by & ~ol:olrar 'lllho 1o ooa• 

.tNOtillc o. ,. .. pl&M. ftla Oe>Suto, U>erotore, p~lJ ~ 

11oro ott1oioz& tit• U>o lritioh 1D •117 noldo IlL ..,daa'WW'o But ta. 

-' -.hlo t.<haDt&p ol<Utad boO&uoo ot tho hich -o• ot AKJ ot 

tho Oe..., pooplo ut4 tlw to.ot th&t they boll boo.,. &oOUitOIII cl to o. 

tft&&l otallllt.rcl ot Un..,; ell 414 DOt expoot ~. !be Br1t1oh oyotaa 

11&<1 &oc\allo.toll & lot IlL ...,.... ill tho be&rillp u d tho -ot Dot&blo 

ll&zuliO&p ot o.U -o tho Br1t1oh pzztle-.. &1111 h io oxpou1Yo, lrrolo­

Y&Dt bo.bito . Vobl..,'o 1roay with roprd to Br1t1oh oport 1o roo.lly 

priooleoo. Bare we - tho ~~arwo,i&D tara boy tu..,.<l protuoor &b­

borri..,; tho waote ot tho upper ol&oaoo &Del yot un.-r tla neoou1ty 

ot holclills OA to hio job o.o & protouor, bitterly 1D o&MMot o.DOI 

•jo~ hiaoolt ill t1a tollGriD& .,,..., 

•aport, = - ooo.lo, &Ad with t1a oiro-taoo o.tt&cli<~C 

ito oult1nt1oa 1D tho United lillc..,_, OIIDZlot be illlOorp-tell ill 

-. 1111rk-4&J o.,._ ot lito o~ o.t t1w ooot ot loac &D<I por­

elot.n tr&illizl& ot thlo popul&r t&Oto. It 1o DOt to be cloae by & 

br.oq,. 110\'0o It 1o quito bOJCIIWI tho reaoh IlL 1acl•t1on tlat uy 

&Clt ale o1111•• .,alii IlL hio - -1oD ,. 1a tor tho ol&bon.ta 

tlriiWtioo ot lritioh ohooti"' or horoo•rt.o~, o.'", or tor 1110b 
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a tOW' de toroe ot 1Dal:Uty ao polo, or _,.tain-oll.liblJIC, or e:JO­
pecl1tioDA atter bi£ ,.... 'lbe .SeadelliDC ot the """"" ot proportion 
aplle.S iD dcl1ot1on to tb.h round ot iDto.Dtile -.ke-beliOTO h 
not to be aohieftd ill .,... ,._ratiODI it ,..da to h aft all the 
auilbatioity tbet trt.cl1tiOD o&D &in it , and tboD ita iDOuloatioD 
ill tbo inooaiac cmeration - be be£UD in 1Dtanoy .,d tollGWod 
up tbroucbout tbe eomoational ayat... lor would it be tolerat .. 
by popalar alllt"-t it it were Got tbat popular .. ntu.m. bu 

p&all)' be• bout to tbo •- biaa by alclw lw.bituatiCIIIIo Te\ ao 
tar lw.o tbe babit-.UOD done ita Work tbat tbo oooooullity at larce 
Dot cmly toleratao tb& .. tbiDCa, but all tbia ov.partluity ot b­
allitieo baa in tba oourae ot tiM bee worll:lod iuto the Bl"itiob 
OODOeption ot ,._t 1o l"1£bt, Fod, and neoeaaarr to ohili&ed lite.• 

Veblen coea Oil to •7 that a porto ... ,.. 'bellt tbe Bl"i tiab 
population, "ill the cl1reotion ot tl"iTial -lat1ft ezploita and 
a•J fro• that reoq tliaori.JWati cm in attera ot faot that OOD­
otituteo tbo opil"itual CJ'O'lad ot 110dei'D teobllolocioal protioie....,., 
It 1o not ao ....,h tbot thia p&rToroiOD ot tbo Bl"itiah popiAlatiOil 
by aport.-..liloo preoooupetioDO -at•• the prout aDd tbe -rem 
ot the illCotrial ayot-. aa that it per,..rta tbe aouroea tro. whioh 
tbe ett1oicoy ot the 11l .. atr1al arot• 1o to ooM. Ita h1r;b ooaae­
'1-• aa a •au ot deatnaetiOD ll•a iG ita lNn1.Dc tbo O&lldle at 
both ede. .&c-i" U 1a to be llote4 tlw.t tbe c-ratiOD au utab­
lioant ot auab a penaaiTe and awbboi'D habitual bet tal<eo tiM, 
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o.nd tb&t to cot r14 ot 1t would alto r~uire ti.., otreu o.nd ex­

pw-1aoe.• 

•a.atl_, oo....,nly !aYe no i.ncluotrlal Y&lue, Ind"d, ao 

bevo co the Det incluotrial ett1o1e•y ot tlw o m'ty tlwy Ia.,.. 

appreoiebly luo tlwn DO Y&lue, be~ typioally unpn>duoti.,.. oon­

,,..n.• 

lD the aor-.1 oouroe ot l'ftllto, U>e o.no- in a tn .... e 

~rat1- 'IO)Uld .. .,.. taken on 110et ot tho -•tet"ul lwbito ot tlw 

Britioh. !heir wor~ would ha.,.. craduall:y beo._ inteotecl with 

the •- icleao with reprcl to •rr...._ and inluborclination• ao ._, 

the Britioh. Jl'l.nalloioro would credually ha.,.. talcm the plaoa ot 

teohnolopoal expert• at tlw hoacl ot o.r.an iDillotrial cterprio u. 

Politioal uafi would Ia.,.. 11pboned ott eo• ot tlw ettioieno:y, 

The ...,.., ""ulcl 110 lo"'er work 1n the t1elda and the O.na&DI , lib 

the Britbh, would tben be oooup:yiQ& their lli...U with •ttere that 

aro woroe tha11 ueeleu tor tha purpoau ot i.ncluotey. lD 191<&, hOW'­

..,..,., Vobl., talt tlat tlw 1111£llah cctl-a ot the better oort otill 

ooot ,..,..ral t1•• ao llllob ae the oorreopondl."' a......, celltlo.., . In 

new ot tlw hweclitaey iclctit)' ot tlw 1111£l1eh with tlw o-ne, 
Veblen talt, _.,..,., tlat it woulcl 110t take tlw O.NAA cent~ 

lone to beo ... aa n11lou ao hil Br1 tilh oooopoer. Unleu aooid.,to 

-• 1Dto tlw piota.re, Table antioipatacl that l:be cl1o-ablo •rpn 
"MWMn tlw iDolu.trlal '"'tput o.nd lt>o ourrent OOMiaPtiOD 1n a.-,. 
Jlicjlt bo apootocl ohortly to tiaappoar. 

2M attontica 1a tlwA tu ... cl to tlw a..ao-.ouo.- oncl t1w 
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O,.atio state. Baarb &loac W1 11ae appl;r juat &I well toca:r 
&e th.;r tiel IS ;veare &&o it the wo:>rel "B1tler• 1o IU~ti tuteel tor 
0 BollaAaoU.,...• uel tlw wori "*&i State• 1e ellbetituteel tor 

•o,.aetio 8t&te,• The 1aper1&11ot1o DyD&etio State ou lift <Dl;r 

&e loac ao lile people are iall<le4 with ro-..tio ph11ooopb.iel or t~ 

pro1oieatll1o per1o4. n.o tll~-1 clootri,. 11, ot oo\11'11, t~t 

•ob illcl1rlel.a1 11Yee ollly tor the lt&te ud tbat he aerna it dth 

Ilia ut.oet 1D orcler te -.ke ito w.r•lib cterpriaea -•1•1'111· 

Veble. I'Hel;r &taita tbat 0..-11 iaperi&liaa baa beiJI aore IUOOIIIful 

trca~~e&rly lfti'J' point ot n- th&JI 1.11/1 other rllil lile poeaible e ... 

OeptiOJI of the J&po.Dell o But he cloe1 Dot thiDk tbo.t thie IWIOIII baa 

111111 ... ill ... , -y to tbo. auperior hereclity or - o.,_,., n.o rol&­
the troecloa troa &r&lt &lid SJMtt1o1eDOy 111 Gera&~~y baa re1ulteel aerel;r 
hooo lila aooiele_, ot o. ...... biii'MoUor&tio iaperi&lila herlJII 111111 built 

up 1D rather J'IO&t t1- . Tr&~~~l&tiac troa VobleD'I rather obiOW'I 

l.&Jicua,e, I &It tbo. tollooriJI&• 01.,.. tbo. O.N&III U• &Dd their 1111-

peri&liltio bura&ucratio 1yat- will be a1 1\lll ot V&ft ao the 

Jllllloi&JI, the 1'\artiab or lile Perai&JI ud &a 1t&le &I the .a. .. tri&JI. We 

..t &ait, ot OOIII'Ie, tbo.t - 0..-a ~enoy ..,. to "rt&iA 

t.ooidellta Whioh Vebl111 t o,..aaw lli&bt •- to po.a_a, b&a not today ill 

1~ t&klll em t.ll ot lile illeftioiao111 &lld cratt Wbiob Yeble11 &llti• 

oipe.teel -lel - to p&aa. Veble11'a broad -1;rah wo:>uld ake r­

tor &11 ot We mel I •• aure he ..,uld be laOII£ the tir1t to o.dait 
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tbat lw oould eaaily be wron& Oil Ute ts.• raotor. 1be pno1oe worda 
or Veblen are 1Dterut1JI& "what ~:&y be the rat e or u oortb ...,d tlw 
tiDal de,ree of euoh •-•oenoe to be looloe cl for 1D the Pnudan-
l>lperial bllre•oraoy h , or oourae , only a .. tter tcr oOil~oture, 

at the be1t1 but ita extnaae Tol-, o~~~~prehenai....,eu aDd elal>ora-­
tion would •ua .. t the.t ao•tb1nt; wry a pprecia ble in that • Y it 
fairly withiD tlw probeb111ty, aino• tbie atate or tb1nt;a lenea 
relat1Tely little ot o. ...... lite outaido tlw awep ot the bureau-
orat1o ayttea, and ao attoria little pur-•• tor allY o...,im.ti on 
or rorou that 1111cht oonoe1Tably hinder it• perteot decrepitude.• 
ADcl then Veblen put on the roUOII'iDf; footnote, "It il true, the 
pr .. et (April 1815) oOIIjunoture rM:1 ao tum the.t apeoulationa •• 
to the tuture ot tha I>operial 'bllreauoratio •yet- will ha.,. little 
aore th.,. lpooulatiTe interest. • It At.Uiohn1JI& 1a oorreot the 

lcliC. 
1&&1 Genana ot the la:at ao•a bad&} ..... ~ acquired • oonaiderable 

J.:Ay nation whoM people baTe the euat1on to do a rtrat 
olau job ot build!.n' up • lOOd etand&rd of linn, aut ot eoieDoe <(~t~ ... ~ "{ £ ""<. and -olOQ will Un'itablypepudiate autooratio and dyJII,atio 
1utitut1ona. 1lu h the ohiet foroe 11hhh oan ••lay thet autoo.. 

It 11 soo• to rea• the eiptll ellt.pter ot Veblen'• book to 
retrelh our lliDda •• to tlw e><t.,t towhioh -r ba• be., WDrehipped, 
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prior to 1916 &I the ulti-.te purpo,. ot tbo ()emu a.iob. Tbe .loty 

.. ooc.io polioieo in ti&el or pe&OI were oiirootooi tonroi tbe ulti•te 

nentll&lit y or •r. The tariff ••• Ill eli cleliberatoly .... WMpoll ot 

...... .mo -rraro, Lozl& prior to 1816 Genially 1ot out on tho path to 

IDOOW'ap her people to prooi11oe ao • •rly •• poaoiblo nerytbiJll at 

~ nen tbouch tho ooot aicbt bo -h ,reotor than 1aportinc trva 

abroad. AD eopoa1al ottort woo put forth to eD&blo tlw Genoan tar.tr1 

to produoe tor tho a..-.. ~loot 10 that illporto or agricultural pro~t. 

owld bo oollfi•d ao nearly &a poooiblo to oeorby natiooo. Ro.ilroad1, 

roaoio, and a •rohallt ~i• - re oollotruotooi with war in lftind. Oreat 

•-tional and propocandiotio ottol't1 -r• put forth 10111 before the 

groat -r to prnent tho Genoan pooplo rr- aoldnc, ..,.t do ... pt 

out or all thio ?" The prooo WII oonoored and o~oation wao diotol'ted. 

Tho power1 ot the polioo and tho oa<ll'to -r• freely u11d. t!le Clo1t&po 

1o not oo-thint; ,_ 1111cler the 111n1 it 1o •rely a portooti"' ot 

that w1 th whiob the Ge~o wore q IIi te toaili&r pr ior to 1815. Both 

in 11116 and today IIOot ot the Gerw.Do look on the Britioh, the -rioan, 

and the J'rcall a tt1tudo toward tree illotitutiono ao 1boor tooliobMoo, 

Tho Pl'uaai&D laperial State ADd 110r1 reoetly tho •s1 Stat& ban both 

bo .. 10 IUOOIIOt'lll in too tori"' a uoitooi ailitary oP,.ri t the.t 1 t 1o 

lilY to •• boor the Gerw.u aicht teapoi"U'il:y t ool t'-aMlw .. 
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Veblen 1e confident of the ultimate downtoll of t.he PNasian 

war .. chine, aqing •It. haa been the uauol fortune or llilitery 

establilhmeota Md wer-J.il<e class or ganizations pruentl,y to fill 

int o • certain atate or 010rol decay, whereby rank, routine, 

perquisites and intemperate dissipation oome to angag<~ the beat 

attention of the apecioliata in war. Like other worka o! use 1nd 

wont t.hie aaturing o! the ••~like establishment takaa tille Md the 

corpa or war epecioliete under the !J:Iperiol auspices haa not yet 

bad tiM to work out the .anifeat deatin7 or war-lil<e eatablillluoenh 

in this reap act; although 1t ~ be admitted that 1irreeular1ties1 

or the ldod alluded t o hava by no ,...,..s been altog<~ther wanting. 

The corrosion of 111111taey uae and wont , in the way of routine, 

subordination, arrogance, indolence and dissipat ion , has perhaps 

gone ao tar ae would unCi t this picked bocy of men !or the dutiea 

or c1 tizenahip under any but ., autocratic go•errnen t, but they 

ha1'e probably su.tfered no appreciable :lJipainnent in rsapect o/ 

t.hair aeTYiceabillty for war and ita advocacy." 

Veblen knew enouah about t.he PNsaian univeraitiaa or the 

pre-war period to raaliaa that there would be a continuing &!tort. 

to bend t he mind of the on-ca.l.ng pneration in t he d1 rec tion or 

believing that war 1e a aup.-e good. Tha quolitha '*'ich are 

brought to the a~r!aca b)' a warlike power which gloriee in ita 

atrengt.h are - coerci on, peraonal dominion, ael!-abaa .. ent , subjec­

tion, loyolty, auapicion, <k!plicity, and ill-will. The attitude 
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of the warlike establishment whether it be illuatratad by the 

Kllzabethan gentle~~~&~~ soldier, the Spanish oonquistador, or the 

Prusaian i.mperial atataaman, ia, so tar as weaker nations are con­

cemed, the moral attitude o! the pot-hunter toward fur-bearing 

an:Unals . Veblen obserns in one of his footnotes that "One does 

not keep faith with the fur-bearing an:Unals . • 

It has alwo,ys been exceedingly difficult for the people o! 

the United States since 1870 to oize up Gemany correctly, becauoe 

we have so many excellent people or Geman ancestry aong uo, 

people who repreoent a fioe h0111e life, induotry, decency, and in 

111&111 cases an unusual appreciat ion o! tbe arts. The Gennaey of 

Goethe , Kant, Beetho'l'lln, and Reine hao alway& canmanded American 

affection. Even the experience of the 'll'orld War hao ocarcely dioabuoed 

our mindo. The American people like the Germans who live in the 

United States. But if Veblen were living todO¥ he would almoot cer­

tainl:y look on Hitler merel:y ao the current expression and extension 

of the pre-war Prussi&n Imperial opirit. The German people o! the 

United States for the most part are deacended from the men who, when 

the:y left Genll&n1 , s1 ther had no knowledge of the Pruosian Imperial 

epirit or who actually were fleeing from it, Oeman-Americans who 

prior to 1917 a:ympathized with Oeman:y, and who at the present t:Une 

are 81J11Patbiaing, are in most cases not !aD.iliar in the &lightest 

with what hae happened to Oenu.n,y in the paat eighty :yeara. In ao,y­

ing this I do not want to impl:y moral censure on any nation. So tar 
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aa diplOIIUitic prevaricati on 111d duplicity ie concerned there 1e no 

reason tor not agreeing with Veblen that under like ci rcumotanceo 

and provocation 11181lY other net.ione would be able t o gi vo juot aa 

BOOd 111 account of thouelveo aa tho Gemano. 

Veblen apparently uoee the word "provocation• eo far ae 

Germany io concerned with the idea in mind that Gerl!lllny even in 1914 

felt that her time ot a special advantage was ehort . From her own 

particular point o! view oho ahould ha'" etruck in 1912 inetead ot 

waiting t110 years. Veblen in early 1915 apparently overrated Ruoaia; 

at lilY rate he takes the Germane to taek !or not rating the eventual 

oconoaa1c and lllilitary organi:tation of Russia high enough. 

I have never read anything of Veblen'• in Which the thought 

wao not rather deeply buried with a multiplicity of ironic, scholarly, 

words eom .... hat difficult to understand. Just. What tho real man 

thought, I do not know, and perhaps no one knows. Probably he wae 

more anarchiotic than eocialiatic in hie thinking. Re believed our 

llinde and bodies wore evolved under rather amall !arm and village 

condi tiono, and that Oenuan s, Englishmen, Frenc"-t, Americans, 8lld 

-•tern Ruoaia'la 110uld all be happieet in living under thooe condi­

tione. With Oeraan heredity ae it 11, and wit.ll IIIOdem technology of 

neceoeity eooner or later destroying the baoe tor Pruesian :t.perialic, 

he em eee no outcama in the long run other than a breakdOIIIl or Gen.n 

autocracy . The , ... would IPPl.Y to J apaneae autocracy, because Veblen 



- 12 -

believed ~hat the modem Japaneoe .tat.o waa auant.ially e1ailar t.o 

tho Oem1n otata and that t.he Japanese statesman were perhaps "even 

.ore ah""d· .ore calloue, and ...... watchful in their practice or 
unashamed atatocratt.• 

Veblen 1a alaost. u crit.ica.l or the United Statu u he 11 

ot laode overaeae , feeling that the American bull.nua ~ has proved 

hiaaelt notably interior t.o his Oenoan ccapeer. In hio auppl-ntary 

note No. L he hae taken the hide ott t.ha American bu einue 11611 u 

t7J1lcall¥ a rea.l eatat.e pro110ter, politician, and rinencler. He be­

lieves t.hat leso than hal! aa JIUCh has b<!an produced by the Amarican 

bueinesa machine aa oculd b<! produced. Deecriblng the Cflallties 

ot a succeaotul Al:lorican buaineu man he uyo, "To aurvhe, in the 

business oense or the word, he 1111et prove hilaaelt a serviceable 

JDetlber o! this gild o! amicipa.l diplomats who patiently wait on the 

chance or getting aoCIOthing tor nothing; and ha can antor this gild 

o! waitaro on tho atill-bom increase , onl7 through auch opprontico­

ehip ae will prove hie titneea. To b<! acceptable he must be reliable, 

conciliatory, coneorvati vo, aecreti ve, patient, tnd pro hen aile. The 

capacltiee that make the outcome and that characterize thia gild or 

ael!-de buaineu ...., are cupidit7, prudence and chicane - the 

greatest or tl•••, and the one t.hat chiefly giv .. ita tone t.o t.hil 

buainau lifo 11 prudence. And indhpenaabla &IIOIIg the qualitiu 

that caaa.nd that confidence or hie aaoociatea without which no man 

oan lUke hiuel! aa a bueineaa lUll, ia a c:cnaeM'atiYe t•per e • • • 
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Allerica ie ~he l&nd or Unlimited possibility I it h believed I both 

in reopect to ~~ateri&l resources and in reopect or in....,tive genius. 

But it ia a notorious commonplace that the mechanical inventions 

"*>icb he ... in a eenoa ude Alllerica what it is in the industrial 

r upect have not only not been udo by the buaineea 11en - they are 

utute and col\llorvative, pecunt&JY atrategie~a, with neither inaight 

nor aptitude in technological aoattere - but have aleo not been ll&de 

with their support. • • • • 4nd connected •ith this aelectiva biddillB 

up ot pecuniary aatutaneaa and quietiaa is the wll known inettic1eru:y 

ot buaineae lll&llagem.,t in American induetry - well kno1m amonR men 

CCIIIpetont to apeak on these matters, thouiJh not wll credited •ong 

the buaineae men at large, "*'o coDDOnl,y lack nan the degree ot 

technological insight neceseary to appreciate the pecuniary loss 

involved in their own astute aie:u.na,._,t. • 

Ca.paring the United States with Germany and tlkill& into 

account the very great Al:Jerican advantage• 1n resources, he reaches 

the ooncluaion that "The American ach1••-nt in th11 tiald >rithin 

the aema period baa been notoriouoly l eaa consp1cuouo and lua 

'"batantial tor uample than that or O.na&JV' aince the to~ t.ion ~ 

the !llpi re. • 

Veblen than pa on to ~t on the abuau co.aitted in the 

- or 1nduatry by financial people intereated in atoc:k jobbing, 

which he calla "L&rge-acale atratau tor the interception ot tha 

' nke~t· . · 
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I have the !eellng that one or the aoti ves .m-ting Veblen 

in writing ot r.perial Oennan,y wao t o have Mother chance to take a 

well oonceelo<l but .,entiat ortoctive poke at one o! hie pet abhor­

rencee, the Aaerican buaineu aan. Durinc the period between the Civil 

•ar and the great war, the Scandinavian !&nD~~rs of the Nor thweet were 

auspicious of tho practice a of eoall town buainoea men . They were 

not flll>iliar 1d. th the languap or the lecal cuet0111e and undoubtedly 

aany or tbG !elt they had been cheated. Moreover during the time 

when Veblen wu on the tam, prices were continuelly going down and 

1101t o! his neighbore doubtleos felt the trouble was largely due tc 

aanipulation in the citi eo. While Veblen biaaol! was too wise tc 

a hare superficial delusione, hia philosoph,y muat have found ita 

origin i n .,,., measure in this background. AI a Norwegian tam boy 

attending collage with the oon.o and daughtore o! the local buoineoa 

un, he wae oftentimes ill at oaae beceuso of hia fanar-llke 

clothes. CUt o! this psychological situation no doubt coce hie 

ovor~recurring phrase, "Was teful conspicuous coniU.IIIption.• Veblen's 

aniJilla , even thou&h ace-hat unfair , plqad undoubtedly a craat part 

in unloaab1.afr hio pniuo. Unfortunately Veblen rarely trieo to find 

a conatructivo oolution. He 11 aatiofiod !or the moat part with 

~nal.)"ai•, aoot ot 'ltlich 1o .-ric ably accurate. P'ranlcl1, I think 

there ia .,re po181bllitr ot pel in tha Aaorican bulinoeo IUD than 

Veblen would care tc adldt. Since l91S manr of our buoinou •n, 

notabl1 t.be Du Ponte, have a holm a willlnp •• tc throw oxcoodl.ngl.y 
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large 11111 of eoney into acien~ific ruearch. Involun~arlly, 

pert.apa, ~her have cleaned up many o! ~he abu1 .. or 1~ock jobbing, 

In epih o! ~he rather ~nrible inefticiencieo or our econalic 

aye~u we have made prosrees in devioina a grea~ varia~y or machinerr 

to reioe the atandard or li'f1"8• llhile 100at of the Veblenia~ 

critici .. o or our buoineu econOCIIJ' atlll r .. oin valid, we can find 

little ouggeo~ion in Veblen '• worke u to wha~ to do ~o cure the 

aituation. Soma or hie writinge would lead Ul t o think that he 

beliend in returning our bu1ineaa and our war o! Ute to the Yillqe. 

But with the Gemane and Jape activelr puahing we cannot help 

wondering if the ao-called DeJOOcratic nationa can be aaved aerely 

by following a progra ot breaking up large corporatione and retum-

1"8 the IC"""-7 to a&lJ. buaineu Operations. It lllq all be t~ 

that our &indo and bodiee were evolved under ai:lple conditions and 

will enntua.lly have t o return to lll..tople conditione. In the aeantiJae 

it would eeem to me that Vobl.an' • own onal,yois ot Germany and Japan 

1C>uld indlcate t hat - in the United Statu .uat atrain avo,.,. nerve to 
JUke our democracr at!icient while at the ,..,. tinloo we do not abandon 

it.* 

• Friend• who have read Veblen'• worn 010.re exteneivelr than I tell .. that he had a atrong IPPreciatil:>n, u e:u..plified in hil "tbeo17 o! Bullineoa Bnterpriee•, or the unworkabilitr ot ....U-ocale CC>Iq)lti­the bueinoae enterprhe under 110dern technology. llhile he had no patience with t he buildina up of ~at trueta purely on a !inancial billie, he did realise ~bat JOOdem .. chine tecbnolo~r had rendered ol>­aolete the ancient ...U order of thinge. It u:r be, therefore , that rq a phaaio on Veblen'• homaaicl<neea ! or the 'tillage and !arm eco~ 1a not coapletely warranted. Hie reaearchu in anthropology led hia 1n that direction tut hia appreciation or aodern technologr led hia to w>deratand the need for bringing rapidly and continuouolr up-to-date the cuatou and inetitutiona bued on a .... u ocala aC01101111 1n order that 110dam ciYUiaation lllillht not deetror iteelt. 
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!lo one can read Veblen' a •Iaperiel Geno'"J'" without realhina 

in a per1'ectl1 diepaaaionate "&1, that the Geman waJ' uchine at t he 
pre .. nt ti .. lllet be p-.ychologicellT 1'81'7 etroQ~. The atrenath 1a 

derived onl,y auperficiallT !rom Hitler , It hee ita roots in ooveral 
generation• ot -.rotematic laperial Proa~ian llilltary indoctrination. 
llore recently the Geman atNtngth is derived !I'OCII a tremendous con­
centration ot induatriel power tirat in huge cartels, and later under 
Schacht, and Hitler. Thia oituation 1a probably tecporary (pnhapa 
one year - perhaps thirty J and the outetanding ~eation is ae to what 
will happen to the rest ot the world when and it Genun,y ~ahos. 
Aloo tbeNt 1a the question or how far the other nationo will have t o 
go in imposing econoaic controls during the period wblle Imperialistic 
Nasi Gert11101y continues with tho -.rat ... now in effect. 

Nothing that has occurred in the la1t 25 yeara tends t o cast 
any oerioue doubt on tho oorNtctneao or Veblen' a penetrating anal,reia. 
If, howenr, hi a baaic thouabt lhould pron to be WJ'OI1g and it Germany 
ahould diaplt.T an ability to maintain tor aneral generations a high 

dogNte ot eoon<Dic ef!icionc1 as well aa a capacity !or adlitaey 
enterprise in an ext~ !0111, then the entire tO)rld, including thia 
heal.aphere, would be confronted with a aituation !r111ght witb dirti­
eult)", dana.r, Cld the poooitd.lltT or ultiute tr-aged)". 

On the other hand, there tppeare to be nothing peculiarly 
inherent in the Genua aind (as diatinct froa the Pruuian tradition) 
that tO)uld make it impoaeible for the people o! Gel"!lWWy to eJCOt'Ciee 
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~he evil opiri~ of militan~ iJaperialism. Should ~hat occur, 

Oemany could become a valuable nase~ ~0 tha r ... il.y or nations 

and a powerful factor in economic and social prognss. 



Postscript t.o Renew 

After I tinishcd tllis rniew, I beca.u poa~essed w1. th a 

great desire to take a !Tesh .look at Veblen 1 s work, "1'he r.ature 

of Peace" which I hnd re•d 20 years &PO but had for •otten. This book 

whleh was published in earl,y 1917 betore ~he llnited States entered the 

war is just as raarltable in its prophetic insight as ~he book on Ger -

many. Curiousl,y onouJh when I opened the book , t he first pas sago on which 

m;y eye Cell was one dealing with tho requisi tea of a .league of nations . 

the paasare !o.ll01rs, 

•It is true , tho more ~onial spoke men of the project 
are g1 ven to the viel'l that What is to cO!'-e ot i t all is a 
comity of neutral nations , amicab.Ly adjusting their own re­
letlons among t.hemsclvos in a spirit of poace and rood-will . 
Bu~ this vio:w is over-aatliuine, in that it overlooks t!1e point 
that into this prospectiYe c05ity of nations IEperial Go~ 
(and lii:J>fll"ial Japan) f1 t like a drunken sense w1. th a as chine 
1"\\D• It also overlooks the patent fatality that these two are 
boWld to cooe into a coalition at t.he noxt turn, with 11hntever 
outside ano subsidiary resou rces they oan Cll:'aw on; provided onl,y 
that a reasonable openinr: for f urther enterprise presents i t­
ael.C • 11 

Veblen in "The llature of Peace• gl. vas evidence of havi.n& studied 

the shorter catchecism when he spaaka cynically of the British gcntleoan -

inveators as being men of blameless propriety whose place it ie •to glor­

ify God and enjoy h1a forever" whereas t.he tunction of t.he Gercan ten­

t l •an - adventurers O! proqss and proud liOrOS 1 is •to ~lorify Ood and 

disturb the p3ece . • I n no sense ie Veblen pro-British. But he is con-

vinced that the Brltiah gentl CIIIell are reaching the end of their rope and 

that the ruth.les"JJoU o! the Gersans and Japa in utllisin& modern tech­

nology in a !actual instead of a gentlemanly waatetul manner will force 

t.he whole world to !ace certain eventualities . 



U It lao .. ~ wriUA& \.CIId..v~ bt would dintttlu' ~a no:a­

ber ol c:t~U~pa 1D Ma II\LI.J'I1• . b,j. 7d 1D \.~ Mln b.ta w.»ntllftd,.. 

in£ o! a. t,.. ol e<"'ffde and poll t.1oal .,...t.. h " "'1'0to.d 

\bat. bb two OOOila 'l.llptrhl ~ ad "11M! lrat .,.. ot Pt•ce• ahou.U 

be Noqtzl..Hd tt•cUnr ror the at.at.e-..o t4 ..U t.ha t.-...oett\.ic c:o,mt.r1 .. 

ot the 'II!Orld . tlW7 ea.n'1. a!!ord t.o IIIPa .at. \.be t.in t.ll• nut. puee 

c:Oiata, l.ba ... err-ora Vl•t. ,..,.. r.ad41 in 1919 &rid t.h• aarl,y <10'• · 

'•t-l.n :a ..,ti!J • IIOdem Ia:ai.ah .,d .., •"'"" h rtthOttt. nt!1 .. 

r!eat NW• 1ft h1a OWl\ JM\d. 



Tho Pr•o1dont 

Deer Mr. Preo1dont: 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL TVRE 
WASHINGTOH I' t ~-'H'Tr I 0 s~ 

ArR z a s1 AH ·~o 
~F.~EtVEil 

.April l, 1940 

I forgot to ••nt1on to you when aondln& you aJ review 
ot Voblon 1 e book "Imper1ol Gorsony• that I •ont a copy ot 
thlo review to Secretrry Hull. He hod it carefully rood in­
dependently b~ two of hie boot men. Tho OU«80@t1one which 
they m&do hove boon ineorroretod. 

The pootooript, however , referring to Veblen'• book, 
•n.e llature or Poeco• haa not boon paeoed on by tho Steh 
Dopertllltlnt. 

Ro one can read Teblon'• book "The Nature of Peeoe• 
without bein& ~avely eoocernod with what will eventually 
happen if Jtl&lond and l'nmce ..:0. a pr-ture peace with Ger­
many. Teblon,writln& ln late 1916 and early 1917 before we 
entered t he Vorld War, t eared wb.ot ulU•tely cue to p&n. 
!!e f ... red that a prllll't ure peace vould be -de v1 th Oorc&~~.v 
and that eventuolly ehe vould all&ln break the oeaee. 

lecrotltry 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Soc. Wallace 'phoned: 

• 

11 ! just heard from Bill 

Thatcher that the New Deal had 

won the mayorality race out 1n 

St . Paul. He f eels i t is 

significant of the Minnesota 

trend.u 
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'l'he Pt-eeident 

'l'he llh1 te House 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL. TURE 
WASHINGTON 

lltll 6, Wio~'~HITt 110!!Sf 

HAY 7 10 37 All '40 
RF.t:EIVEO 

~llette gue • toclq a coP7 of a telegrua he haa juat recei...ed, apparent}¥ a duplicate or a -a~e sent to the other Democratic: J!aabers of Congress frO& lotlll, eOP7 ot whieb I enclose herewith . 

ibis ••sage aeema to reneet tha situation about whieh I talked to you on tho phone whan you were in 11&.1'111 Springe, when I told you I had word of a ..,.. ... nt in Iowa whieb I did DOt rlab to eabarrnae ei thor you or •. 'l'he llWIIIS on the tel egrllJZI are ropresentative or tha leoderahip ot the party in Ion and eol­leeti vely o.re ot sueb strength ae to require the 110st serious considera tion by the Iowa Congressional Dele&ation. 'l'ho list seeu to cover just about all verietiea of policy attitude , I note, for exnmpla , tha JWIIIIO of T, E. Diamond and 0 . F. llurphy, who are two of the only three attorne;rs in Iowa that I lmow or who went vigoroual;r and cOIIJ)letely to bat in support ot your court prograa. Thera are l\aiUis or aoma othere wbc o.re definitely New Dealers, enthuaiAati~ ;your followera, there are s0180 few who are reported to ba rather strongly anti-third tera. There are othera wlloae llllit> interest 1a in the agricultural polioy, and still oth.era whose intoreat ia aillply that or ebar!lctoristic co\IJlt;r chairiMn and local party leaders - interested pr1aari.ly in p&rty banooey and party succeaa. 

It aeeu to • that a telegru ot tbie aort bearing these signatures otters the possibilit;r or rdther aarioua eabarraaaDOnt tor .. , possibly eabarraa-nt for you. 

I All writing aiJoply to let you lmow that it and when the Io"" Dolecation ll&ltea an ertort to - you, this rlll be what 1a in mind, and to aa:r to you 110st •pbatically that I aa ready to do ~DC possible tn this COIID8ction that you u;r rlab • to do . 
Sincerely youra, 

~O...(...L) ... 0 p 0 c.-
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SENATOR GUY II GIL!J:.'T'n: 
'!'Rl: SOB WASII1lt:TON D C 

1940 MAY 5 Pll 11 40 
DUBUQUE IOWA 

WE ARE TODAY ASJCING YOU AND THE OTHER THREE IO'IfA MDIB£RS OF TilE CONGRESS 
TO SUR\UT THE FOLLOlfl NG lill!SSAGE TO I'Rl::.SIDOO ROOSi.VELT 1 

"I'IE BELIEVE AR!W.'GWENT SUCH AS ICJfiA PAPgJtS REPORTED YOU APPROVED FOR 
TEXAS WOULD GR<:ATLY IIELP TIC!Ct."""T IN IO\'IA AND THROOOHOUT FARM ~TATSS AND 
WOULD BE MUCH MORE LOGICALLY Al/0 1\:FPECTIVEi..Y IN SUPPORT OF YOUR 
AD?AIIII STRATION1 - A STRONG ENDO~rliEllT OF YOUR ADIIINISTRATION IN PLATFORM 
AND ~NSTRUCTIONS FOR 'RALuACt: FOR ~IDEHT. IT WOULD MAKE PARI.! PROGRAJ.I 
Al/0 DE!KitR:RATlt PARI! !DEt.11CAC A4fciULD EN'l'IIUSE PA!W VOT:t: . PlliURE TO 
DO 'l'l!IS 'liOULD BE CONSTRUlill Al> A Rt:l'UDIATION OF FARM PROCRAJ.! BY THE IOl'IA 
DEMOCRACY AND l'iOULD l>h'ORIIOUS1Y nt:A.KEN APPEAL OF PARTY TO FARM VOTE, 
HO MATTER 11110 THE NOIJIIIEES MAY l:.VE!iTUA1LY BE. MAY l\'E HAn: YOUR PER!USSION 
TO ANNOUNCE YOUR APPROVAL OF ~UCH A PROGRAll FOR OUR COI\'VBNTION 
MAY EI.l:.V "liTH, " 
WE EARNESTLY AI>!( YOU , IN THE IKTERt:STS Ol PARTY llARILONY AND SUCCESS IN 
IOWA , AND FOR THE BEST INTR!lliST OF THE NATION AT LARGl!:, TO GO TO THE 
PRESIDENT AT THE VERY EARLIEST POSSIBLE IIOIIENT, Pi:RSONALLY SUB!A!T THIS 
IIWSAGC:, AND ~TLY REQUEST BD! TO AtJI'HORIZE YOU TO ANNOUNCE IllS 
APPROVAL Qll' AN INSTRUCTED IOWA DELEXlATION FOR liA4LbCE. WILL YOU PLF..ASE 
ATTEND TO TfflS AT ONCE SO TllllT IT APPROV AI. I ti OBTAINED, SUCR AN!,OUNCEio!ENT 
MAY BE MADE AT THE EARLIE.;,T r.JOli!>NT AND THAT WE MAY ACT ACGORDH~1Y 

SENATOR EARL DEAN CERROGOROO COUNTY CHAI.IU!AN G K 
GALVIN !"LLYD CO!OO'Y CHAI!UIAN T E DI OOND OBRIEN COUNTY 
CHAIR!.IAH , C B IJURTOCH !aMBER STATE COIAMITTEE, ERWIN 
LARSON FORMER J.IDJB&R STATE CM1ITT1:2, IVER 
CRRISTOFFERSEN FORMER I.W.IBER LIDI<.LATURE, FRANK II !IATAS 
SAC CO'TNTX C!!AXRMAN, !IRS r.IARY E l"E!lCOSOll SAC COUNTY 
Cl!AIRIIAN, DR L B AJ.IICK, DR J R Dl>W.::Y , RAY RE:ill IIEIIBER 
STATE COIJMITTEE, DR J K STEPP lllliBk:R STATE CO!.CII TTEE , 
FRED BIERJ.IANN FORMER COHGR.c.SSMA!I, 1-w.R FOSTk:R FORlll:.R 
SPEAKER IOWA HOUSE OF R<.PN:.SI:.NT. TIVEI> CUll.R COOIITY 
CHAillMAN, DR D J CO!.N Da.AWARE COffilTY CHAIRIJAN, IIRS 
FRANCES KAUPEL HOWARD COUNTY CRAlRVtOIIAN, C!!ARLE:i P 
VOCEL POWUiiiiEK COUNTY CHAI:RIIhN , PRliJl HAGEIIAN!I FORMER 
NOI!INRE FOR GOVERNOR AND !lEMBER ST"TE HIGlll'IAY 
COWIISSION, MEL GIW!All AUDUBON COUNTY CHAIJWAll, 
I!RS o"rHEL PET!!l!SON AUDUBON GOONTY CHA!EllOIIAll , 
FRANK 0 1CO!lNOR FOR!iER UNITED STATlS ATTORNt.'Y , 
RAY IJOIX)LASS A1LAIIAKl:J!: COUNTY CHAIRWJI, 
CHAJU.t:S RJ:;IJ.LY ClliCKASAif COUtn'Y CIIAIRMAN 1 

J AKE TAYEK CLAYTON COUNTY CHAIRMAN, 
IIRS HELEN FITZPATRICK CLAYTON COUNTY CHAIRf,OiiAN, 
II B PI LKINGTON FORIIJ:<R CLAYTON COUNTY CHAIRMAN, 
L J EHRRARDT FOURTH lJISTRICT CRAIRIIAN YOUNG DELIOCRXI'S 1 



J T nna: cwTCN ooum .:LIJQt..~ routo D~RAT~. 
AT ORb .Y C Y -II iPS!, .!~c. w;DO!WJ) ··~~ CO'IJ'I'! c:u.tJIDI,.r..l, .. OJ ~!llt ~~""~ COUJal .1"!'0k.ot.iY (tw.T!~ T'JJ.: OO"'m ,,f'1' Ht..:.."T 10M t~if) JOOJi ' X'l-.JJN.m U::IIOCRATIC BA.lroat, ~.Ml OWEN lOifA C''-'Wl'Y CKAlRW.ii.N, I!!'.S JUT II.UTAII ~ bTATo c:c..n-.u., 
l'&irrJl'l: GI ..J.OOI Ir.I'B":Q:J: COunt cau..t:r~, 
MRS LA.JUJCE blllT'd lu:. Cba STAT• OOUIIII11'a.t., w • core OR.> •oRTll cou~n CiiAThii.<N, DR • t wtw~ P ATm• COJm CHA.I::R.al.t.. , IIP.o:J UO COI..EII.AM FAI:e'TTa eotnr:'f CH•00Qt!Ut, IIBS liWIG..;..:, OIC.a:R! )I)I....:QI conm Cl!.llPOII..J, 
W b1CILU-.1f'ilt &.£1 CO"JWif ~ U!'.ii.Ut, ~ PA 'tl. HU~N 
LI!Ili OOOIITY Cl!J<IRII!lWo, I'Rill l a>•Li:Y IU.o<B<ll HATION<L PA!UII Tal,A.KC'l COlit!.:.SI >Ill , t:DWAltr 1 lllc.t.ll'f'OM,;.L~DIDA'!'Z 
POCULJr.'~r..> CO'Tm ..!"1'CCIULT, Ca.A. A H :1'SI CI..::!:Itlf4- f'Oit ~.llQ' 'Jr .ICRIC'J".T~ , D J G.O.....:..'!r WJo05 OOUllr! CAA.I:PJWf, SAM J ll.:a.bOJ. ~fORI C\X.Ih'TI YM.litRS UbUtWoiCE COIIPAJ1Y, C!WIJ.Z> S>l!'-"'i foUL\ COwr! CHJ.a.JI.UI , 
·~ J J lroCI.ov.'t ~~ Wli'Jll'Y ~~~ 1 J I:D:o:=! .:.ar.n- cXJm au.IJ!Lli, 11111 " ..,_ a.u.;oa; co;~"'"!' 
CiU.I~X, D P H.lt1.2L HtJMBQLD'f com.n CIIUl\MAN U H IICIJ/l!Ot KO<l<o11rd CO'!li!'I CK.I.Jh.ll.•ll, nt.<J.K U1.'lili.U lflliiEli.ICO COOIITt Cii.UJ!II.U MR.; iiJII G:.......... C:w!OIDOo C1:ln'f ~. J 11' l'JICnK,.,..,J;, 1'!0!. .otnn!' ClUIF.!li.lf, I 1 JOI!lli:ow CX.C..OJ.A OOClll'! CHJ.ThiWI, DR K J J OINT PJ.fiiOifnt coum-r cllAilUWi, o J R£t= 1\JlUml stAT! 
~zr.T&.TIV•, ~.s ~ LDICS ~uc S!'A.!' C *Inc..., t.r.aar ~ ~ .:XUW., t. M ILGIV!F.Jw, 301twt H~, 
C!DU& Rt.ZSE, BARl.z.! ~N, J A oCdJU:!Dc.;R, dOWJJW ~t'TNTT CH,JJUWI, JO~ lltltOT4 IJNN COUlii"Y CltUJ\IUN 
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l DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

\ WASHINGTON 

Jllll8 26' 1940 

VON! 25211 IX£ 

'llle President 

!he 'IQute llowle 

Dear Wr. President• 

In reapon .. to :rour requeot, • COPT or the MIIOr&Dd\111 

which we discussed yesterdAy is enoloaed. ReTiaiona b&aed upon 

;rour &"i&eatl.ona haTe been ade. 

ReapectrulJ.7 1 



Batie Contideratlonp tor .._ Ptl'p!!!!ent Iptez:..MtriCfl! 
C!rttl Corporation 

1. 'nle 1111rpluaee ot this hemisphere must be kept IIIOvin& 

into consumption• 

.1., As weh aa poeeible, teJd.ng llilitary considerations 

into account, abould be uported troa both continents 

to the reet ot the world . 

B. Jwlieioua aaounte should be stored on an enr-nol'IO&l 

granary buis within the hemisphere. 

C. llbatevar ia lett over should be distributed aa promptly 

as possible to the illpoverished flllllillas of both North 

and South America. Without such a •aatety ve.lvo• out-

let tor 1111rpluaea w1 thin the two continents 1 huge in-

ventoriu lligbt wreck the whole cartel sebeDe. 

2. The cartel Corporation ultllo&te1;y auat &et as a elearln& 

bouse tor all export and all i.aport tranaaetiona betwean the llaw llorld 

and the Old 1t Get'MIV eontrola Europe. To aehieve thla purpose it 

abould uae t-wo Jcinda ot dollars• 

A, "Reciprocal• dollar a 110Ul.d be uaed excluai vely in foreign 

trade between thla belliapbere and the reat ot the world , 

'nleae "reciprocal" dollars could be ueed to buT aooda fro• 

count.riea outaide thia belliaphere and eueh countriea 

in tun could use th,. to buT h.-iapberie aurpluaea 
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throuah the CArtel Corporation. h soon ae poaaible 

"" ebould ~:at 011 a buie where total. iaporte would 

equal the total. uporteJ •reciprocal• dollars tberei'ore 

coW.d not be boarded. Gold aight be used to beck thi.a 

1r0rld trade currenc7. Part ~ it actuall.T ai&ht be 

aent to those Republica where purchases were beilla ude. 

1'11,-eboloci~, tbat woW.d brin& about. a new con1'1dence 

1n the ftlue and usef'ul.Deu ot gold bare at belle . It 

wou1d cive our neichbors to the south ot ue the tee11n& 

t.bat. the In World was uein& the tradit.1011al ec011011ic 

power of gold aa:a:reseively. 

Tlut Cartel Corpora t.1011 woW.d br-.k e<ren 1n all 

world trade rlth •reciprocal• dollars. After buying 

surpluses tor aport outside the heaisphere rlth them, 

it. could otter to excbenge thea at .. tabliehed rates 

tor the 1nt.erual currencies of each Alllerican Republic. 

To cet the procraa started, the C&rt.al Corporation could 

eat up a revolvinc tund ot •reciprocal• dollars. 

B. Since •reciprocal• dollars wou1d be the only 1101\87 •bicb 

coW.d be used 1n trade between the In World and the Old, 

•recu1ar• Alllerioan dollare , aa •• baTs known them, woW.cl 

nto.ti~ beoOM a heaiapheric curr~mc7 Ua1t.ed to 

circu1atioo 1n Borth &Del South Alllerica. Tbe Cartel 
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Corporation woul.d use these dollars to bl,;r surpluses 

over and abon what coul.d be exported from the New World. 

Most of these goods ul.tim&tely woul.d be distributed to 

ne~ faJiilles on both continents under progr8.llls of 8\lr­

plue remoYill si..Uar to those now in opnration i n this 

country, but adjusted to the national needs of each 

Republic . Tbis is the only plAce where a Sllbsidy from 

our Federal Govern~~ent woul.d be necessary. The cost 

to the American tax-payer woul.d be parti&lly offset by 

the fact thet •regular• dollars used to buy surpluses 

for distribut ion within the hemisphere ul.timately and 

auto .... tically woul.d have to be spent in our own country 

largely for our induatri&l goods . 

J. Anyone wi tbin this hemisphere desiring to make purchases 

outside it, woul.d exchange •regular• dollars , or the currency of his 

own Republic, for •reciprocal• dollars in order to do so. '!'hose 

•reciproe&l" dollars woul.d then be availAble in other countries for 

purchases of goods available within this hemisphere, Sillilarly, anyone 

outside this hemisphere obtslnlng •reciproe&l• dollar& .nich were not 

i.modiatelT needed for purch«aea tram the lew World, coul.d exchange them 

tor the currency of hia own country if he desired to do so . That country 

coul.d then !lake thea available to &IIi""'• mo did Ft to buy tram thia 

hemisphere. 

4. .Appropriate agreaaente ahoul.d be entered into between the 

Cartel Corporation ...nd each /ltlcriCEn Republic covering 511ch matters ass 
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A. Production control f igured on aoce fair "base period• . 

B. Contributions to the stock of the Cartel Corporation, 

0. Lessening of trade berriere w1 thin the hemisphere so 

far as practical . 

D. Programs for distribution of surpluses to the needy, 

E. Use of nome.l business channels, working through the 

Cartel Corporation to take advantage of t heir practical 

knowledge of the oonplleated problems of ~ro:rld trade, 

COJ:!IliOdi ty by COIIIJ:IOdi ty, 

'l'hB new era beyond tbie conflict will no 111o:re pe:rmit the hoard­

ing of commodities in the face of went than it will the hoarding of 

money in the fees of poverty, A western hemisphere which is col!illlodi ty­

rich and consumption-poor can not survive. A 11estern hemisphere .l<hich 

bas the genius to make its real 11'ealth available to all its peoples 

will be impregnable. For the first time in history, because we have 

learned ho11 to produce abundantly, men no longer have to grab from each 

other to have enough for themselves . 



l UN I TED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL.TUR£ 

WASH I HelTON. O. c;. 

Jul)' 10 , 1940 ...... 

~~r Kr. Secretary: 

H.erevi th is wbca1 t.t.ed ,_ tw suctetli on• for the conduct of the Democratic cnmps1go t h1o year. 

1, 1-diatel:r -.lee lmovn the Republ1CM co.n41d&te 1 • entire record 1t!th public llt111t1oo, po int ll18 out ot the oame t!Do thAt the PApubllcnD c&Ddid&te Ia vithout experience in ei t her public office or in­tornAtion~l art~ira . 

2. :be Prea!~ont ohould confine hia ~pa!go efforts •ntiroly to keepir~ the people lnfor=ed on tr.o in­ternAtion.U. a!t..,..tion, and our p ro;;raaa in 111\Uonal defense . 1ho Pro olden t ohould (!ovoi d Mk1118 pol1-t1ol'l opeocheo bec:~Uoo : 

~. He 11 not oeoklnt tho office but io occopt­ln& 1\ oand&te tro2 tho people In a critical hour , Thio c~ be point ed nut in due t!ce . 
b. TV~ eorioutneae of our pr etent ai~tion de<:Nl4a bla undivided tothntion Md he Ia otick!ng a trlctly to tho Job durlne t his time . 

c . The vi ce pro oidontial c~d!dote o.n4 o t ler e can conet&Dtly, and e•en aoro effectlnlT than the Preeldent , point out t he Preaident'a record and experience, I t Ia part icularly 
i~ortan t to coi l Attention to bla I:UO!> of tho Internati onal eituatlon , h!o experience in the pr .. loua ~tar, nnd t o the fr.et t~.at ha baa conai atantly foreoeen and ~~• been pre­porod , inaofor oa poaoiblo, for tho evento vl.ich bo:re oecurred. 



3 . O.t to the people tmu;1ble evidence or tho extent 
to vl-.1ch ve ~re pre; nred to .let end ouroelY.. . 'l'ht a 
=it:M be a.eco"Pllthltd ln n""erouc va,vo . It vould bo 
,oaolble, for inatonce, to et~e nir •howo in otr•terlc 
pointe throughout the country , 1n which "r"tf IUid MV'/ 

planet would take e prominent pert . It mlr.ht r leo be 
pooo1ble to have " 0preparedneae ~· et otete fAlro . 
:-:ovho co\lld be uted to sl:ov rctwol pr oducUon of 
defenoe ... teriala, r% rll ec,lvltlee of n .. Defense 
Council ohould be h1sr~Y publ1c1:•d. 

4 . Build the theme or t he ca::~p•lcn r.round the alocan 
"? ettce ':'!-..rough PrapiU"ednese . 11 The people \JMt. ~eaee 

and t!.ey are vi 111.., to PP-'/ for prtJDl!.l'ed.neu to 
lnaure pence . The 1 blc otick," oo blf no country 

will dAre ~ttrel: uo. hns cr••t appeol . 

Sincerely yeuro, 

Under Seeret•ry. 

( n f ~~~ ) 



...,.ctlllll.7 rerorrod tw t bo 

ru.oo ~tbo ~-' 111 llt.oto. 

T'raoaitUrc tor tt. ru .. ot t.he Otpar-t...ot.1 co~ of l ette 
f"rQQ: Bon. Henry J.. W..U.ce, • /U/40, to tbt Prutd.ect, 
t.eod.erf.t:C hia rU1.fJ'aUon U ~C"'*t4J'7 t:l A&Ticulture, 
ett'eethe at tt. cloae ot bu•l~la on ~-pt..l:ler S, lqiD, 
lQC'elber wttb • COf.'r ot t.be Pre•tdent •a letter ot Aucus t 17, 
19,0, aceeptli'Jft the ruien.t.tton •• t.e:nd•ed. llr. Heu ba1 
a .. orandu.. r'!Ca.rdii!4E tbl Mtt.o:r. 

I 

• .. 
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Dear Bon171 

Ab~rd the 'realdent•a train, 
"'-"n 17U., 1940, 

14 d l t teroot o!rcllaakuoea I lllNl d ba .. d .. p 
recre t 1ft coo~eau.n., to rour w1thclra.••l •• aecreu..,. or 
.l&rloulturo. IIIH, a 1Yini CUt ••l&IH c.o tho cono1uorat10A 
thl..t t.ne at.ep JOU • r• u , elled t.o c.u.e r eprea&tltl r•&.be-r a. 
chaD.&• 1A rel•tiOD• tb&4 a ••• •ruce ot clO.tl t1ea, I ba•• 
ao al ,eraa.~1••• therefore , 1D cccor4Lnoe •lta tnt tenaa 
of rour l ett e r ot AU&Uit titc..-.othr I acctl)t 701.1r reaJ.&na­
t l oo et t eot1 Y- ~~ tht cl ose ot buiLDt»l on 8ept eabor 5, 
1940. 

You una I bre cont•ut to lt~•• 4t tera1n~t1oo or 
tilt 1a:Noo 1u U.o cuapd,.n !.Ala 1••• ' o tho coWl Juu, .. nt 
ot the Yot er a, Onder our fol'll ot IOYtlrmaont ther e 1• oo 
b1&btr arb1 tr .. t llt tbUl t11e bar ot publlc o~1u 1on. 

I .... dtl1abttd U>at 70U oro c.o be £rood ot I'll 
ott1ohJ. 011,1U oo tbat 1011 c a cloYott your 'a. aod 1.6leato 
exclus1Yttl¥ c.o ..., 1cttrpr o taU OA ot 7011r •&r1CIIJ.tur al. pro­
ar u c.o t.oe .&aeri cu people, l ou Iow:ad aaric:u..ltu r t pl"'I­
tr•tt 1a larcb, 19JJ. tho Y1c1cu o ..,,..1 n..4 turned tllll 
ci .rc.le ..aea. you c...aa tQ to.e r •. u.~•· • •r.cets uc oe.._o na1oed.J 
purcbaa1~ •Uue ... .- •OIU!:"' t.h• 1-.,...,.., ••• )lfiDCUe l ... Fore­
clo .. u rea ~..~.ct kJl ILole• h.Gd a.ao.a t.o.e rea t . 

'rh~t taraera o t tbe country ura cot l1Xel1 to tor­
au t tbil. Th.-s.r r.a1nua ure· •etorttd •lth blttor me:Dor1o• 01 
ort1o1W. ntal eot ~nd otr1o1ol 1ncoapwtuuot •hlcb brousht 
th• Wld. the 1Mt-1on to d1s.LBter. 

I ~ow, ~~ the !a~e ra ot the l ation li.kewlse 
haTe mowled.4e , ot c.ne Ct~:Ub•ratloA, 'ru.• •1.-doa &.Acl stat••­
aan:hlp ~:>lcb n..•o &on• lac.o tilt for.:ulauon ot your qrleul­
tur .J. proir... . I Ju>o• &nCI tD"" I<DOo C..l&~ b"""ru~tq, rllln, 
c.eapr~~.ir &lh1 cu .... ,. r, w:t!Cll h..~ be.o tbelr ,pro• t ou.a portion 
throulh loo' te.Lra ot n•&lec" ILilC1 l.Dcoc:ape t.e...ce A~.t ••SCllJl&t.oa, 
&a.• • •111 under your ~Cl1D& h.o..rul t.o ~ cre .. ter prosperity , 
••curlt.t Wl-. abo•• ill el.Je, to • rt~t~.&ro to .~elf- respect 
und ouno tbil1it1a&• 



/ 
.UCIIOil,lb you b~Yo uevoted yearo to Clio ou.dy or our ·~r1cultural pro•l•• 1Lt1J l>r01.1pt r 1cb ppor1ence to thei r aolut.loo, youra hal co' b••n a c.ro~• apec1Uiut1oo.. Yo..t have bHG &ole W' Ylew t..'1e protl• or m. taraer 1.D 1 ts r elati on c.o otner pro'blc• -- eooooa.tc, tn.uuatrial ana 1n t erm.t1onal. Xou nave oelbtrwd •tt.bou.t. dttv1at1on to the aett-lttl proO•• I IItl ot QWIDCraot • Y..-u ..ad I r-..in \l.Osbak.eo 1D. our ta.ith .Ln tho•• prOC .. .J.II:t &.Zld lc t.:1-e et.L1c~t<::1 or c.be pol1C1 or t.bt t>ood ot1.11>1>or lA tao t1e1<1 or rorei&n arrall't . Your h•l>1 t ot tuou,.ot h a <Wal>l ea y.,u ulw")'a to ooo w1CII s1nault.~.r clarity the noe-th or tne eoWlt'rY a.d il •hole. 
I ciliA.< it l)"rt1cularl,y l·ortuoato toat tbro\llhwt 'tn8 • e .:l(S Of thO &J1Jt.u...o.0 'IOU art L0 C,8 tr"• Ulel ~per~ LO 10 ab~t t.: t wil l . Ttal• will iilva you •u e.xoelJ.ent oppor-tunity i n public ud.Urt~elao, tond thro·u.jb coo.t droncoa with ,roupa U>cl in<l111du..l• t to .U•cuJS ellt oorl< you bl>Ya l>o,o Uo1D& 1.0: b.aa..U' ot -. .. r eu.lture. 

SUch a proaontot1011 will bt ot bonorH ~>llkt to t.bt tanatra, Iliad to tho r"'it "M !Ut or tilt 01ti&t!l1a, 111 t.b thM rtJt3 Ju.d.pent ~• t-o th e •or£ you tu:Jve ot o do1Jl4 <1ur1nc the pcott aet<tn Jh.r .. &.U4 more tn. beh..lJ ot •4ricult.u.re wa4 
lA l>.....u' oJ "'' bt.on. 

Bor.orable H•ney A. l\ulluoe. 
Secrtt4lry of qr1eultut-• • 
l"•abWtoo. D. C. 

Vory s1ncerol,y youra, 
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Tile Whit.a You,. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

WASHINGTON 

.loguat lS, 1940 

I aa teadering you herewith _, reeignation to tlke o!tect 
on S.pte.ber S, 1940, t.b.e d&y on which I ab.all probab~ begin 
ac.tlq C611p0..1go1J:l8 . I look tonud gu.dl,y to the re.re opport\LD­
it.,' 1 abal.l haTe to di&eu,. with toM Jllerlca.n people t.be matter• 
1D whiob you and I are ao prot ouz:tdl.7 ioter.at.cl AtXl whicA are of 
tuob g:nt.Ye ia'port.ance to the country. 

I btlle'f"t tboro~bl.y 1.n ,.-our wd.qUI capacities to lead the 
.laerioan people 1n these troublous U.a • MD oxperione-o &nd rla­
doa &re uo ea .. ntial. Therotore, I approach ttlo work ot t.hto 
Ou:po.igD wi.tb t4BtrDIII • 

.Utho~b this HpNtente only e. ob&.Dge in our r el.&tionebip, 
I oan1 t w ite this lett-r without expressing to you lliT detp a;rati­
tude tor the extr aord.ins.ry exper ience of tbe past ei.g:ht yoare. The 
Opportunity to work on eo br oad a f'ront under ;your leadership 1D 
tiMe ot extnord.iJlU'Y DAtione.l need. bu bNn lallenaely s.atistying. 
t'o Uve bad itl t.he Depar-t.lltnt ot Agrlculture the ~~ate.r1e.l. or t.tn. 
per sonnel, excellent tradit1oDe a.ncJ ttchnioAl prtpe.r.at.ion, aDd to 
be -.ble to use all this equip.ant, all the serrtcea of t.hJ.s •ble 
peraonnel, 'be"uso ot ,.our eupporl, in the denlopment of the 
r-.al.l,r enor110ua action procrame tor the benetit ot agr icultm-e, 
bas ~en Al'l opportunity and an ·~ience that could co.. only 
ooce 122 a llillenni\111. Now I aa loo~ forward to a.notbor period, 
8llOthar opportunity of even greater sienU'ica.nce. 
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\ ·)"l, 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

O.ar Henry: 
..&" I /<._ I l'r~O 

In dU'fer&.nt. c i rauaat.&nctta I abou.Ld Aavtt deep regret 1n consenting to 
your withdr4wal tlD becreUL:ry of A&ri("U}ture . But, g:ivilla: due •eigbt to the 
conaider-at.ioo t.ba t the sWp you are U.pelled t.o take repre114mh r• ther a cbinge 
in re.l&tiona than • senrMce of clo&t~ U e1, 1 have no a.J.tern.ative. Tbere.tore, 
in accortlaoee w1 tb the tUIII& of your .let tor or Auauat fifteenth, I accept your 
reatcn&tion e rtectivo o.t ~'lo close ot buaious on Septeab&:r 5, 1940 . 

xo-u and I are content to lo&ve detenlli..nation of the isau.ea in tho cupalga. 
th1• year to tha calm Jucipuint of tbo votur ll. Unoer our fo%'111 or a:ovu.m:aant 
tlle:re 11 no higher a.rbi tr~t than tbe bu or public opinlon . 

I a.:a deliehted that you ue to be freed o!' a.U officlo..l dutiea t o that y® 
ca.o Clevote your ti..IN a.nd t.a.lllnt.e exelu.t:~ivUy to an inte-rprot.lition of your a.gri­
cultural prograa to the Aalertcan people. You fOW)Q •IJI"iculture pr-oatr d.te in 
Karcb , 19.)). The vicious .-heel had turned full circle when you cue t.o the 
rescue. M&rk•ta had boea rui.Ded; purchaain,g value w-as gone; t4e tanter was 
pennileas • . foreclosures and tax klea had dontt th• res t.. 

The !a.t111et'!1 ot the coWlt l")' s.ro not likoly to forget. thie . Their 111inas 
are coa.red with bitter momoriba of offideJ. negl ect blld official incompetence 
v.lrl.cb broU&ht them and tho U•tion to d.iueter . 

I 'ltnor., and. t.ho ! U"'IIlr& of t.b.e Nu.t.ioo liked se have knowledge , of the 
deliberation, tnle wisdo. and stateu.Mahip which he.ve t;ono into tho fonllul&t1on 
of )"OW' agrleult.ura.l p."•ogrua. I know and they lalow tb&t. bo..nltruptcy, ruin, 
d ttsp&ir and dinus ter , which bad been tbeir preVioUI portion through lons ye.u-a 
ot neglect ana incoo:lpetence at Washinston , g.a•• way under your guicU.ng band to(\ IU·I,f;;: 
prosper it7, securi ty and, above all else, to a retW"n to u.lt-re spect and sane I 
thlnlcl.ng . 

~ink it particularly tort\IOI:It.l U».t t.nrouabout t.h.e weeka or the autumn 
you are to bo tre-e and 1.1J1ll.uperod to roo about at will. This wU1 gi ve. you an 
excellent opportunity 1.n public (ldd.reea.aa, and through conferences With sroupa 
.and 1ndirlduals, to discuaa the work you bava been aoi.ng in behali of s.griculture. 

Such a pro60ut¥tlon will be of be:nefit Kliko to the f~s, Q.nd to tbo 
rank and tile ot tbe ci ti t.ens . tlith thom r e6to Judpont as t.o the 11'0rit you havo 
beoo de>ing mu-ing t.ne put aovoo years and more in beb.al..t ol auicul ture ana 
1n beru.l! of the ~ot10A. • 

/ill t)/t;;;t )t~ Very ol.ntoro ly yours, 

~":~~~~ ='t7arf-...~~-:.·· . pl ~ // n // } 1\ / 
W.•~ington, D. c. ~(~ "'--"'f'-' ~ 



FOR TH!;; PRESS 
!lOLli FOR RJ:.LEASE 

Augus~ 18~, 1940. 

nolebaed tor papers ¥ppear1ng on ~e s~reeta not earlier ~&n 
9 o ' clock A. ll . , !!.>tern Stouodkr<l Tt.:e , lloncay, Auaust 19~, 1940. 

Troe '""'' 1imi t .. tion "~plie~ to use by r•dio bro.,dcasters or radio 
news oom.aent-utors. 

PLEAtiE SAFEGUARD AGAINST PREMATURE RELEASE. 
•tlliom D. HBssett. 

The rollo•tnc correspondence wua mude public 1n connection 

v.1~ tno resignut1on rrom ~ne Cabinet of Benry A· Vwllace , ~ecre­

tary OJ A&r icul cure. 
Secrec.rt t&llace su~~itteu his re•1&n&t1on in u letter of 

•nlch t.na Collowiro& is tne text: 

Tho Presiaent, 
The l.nite Rouse. 

Dekr lit . President: 

f tim tendering you herewith cy reslgnbtion to ~uke 
effect on September 5, 1940, the Out on which I shull 
probubly begin bCtive cump&ignine . I look iorward gladlY 
to tne r~re op)>Ortunity I sn..ll hu ve to uiscuss w1 ~ ~" 
ACHric..n people tne wutters Ln •nich you .nd I &re •o pro-
1oundl; 1nter~sted ~nu •h1en Lre or such aravc import~nee 
to ~e coun tr;- . 

I believe thorousnly 1n JOUr unique c~p~cit1es to 
lead the Americun people in these troublous ti~es .nen 
expuri~ee ~1~ •1saoo ~re so esaentiul . Theretore, I ap­
proach toe t.or.k: or tne eampd-1gn ffitn e~gerness . 

Althouah ~is represents Ollly " cl"ulnge ln our rolotlon­
ship, r Cbn 1 t ~<rit~ thiS letter 1<1thout expressing t o you 
"'I deep gr .. titu"e for cne e .. traor<l1tlbry experi,nce or ~e 
p~~t e16 h.t Je .. ra . ':'n.e \J~port:.t.1it/ to Y.Or.< on so broud a 
Cront under yuu.r let.lUl J',jhlP in l..le;. ot e ... truordinr.ry 
national need hu• buon J.~neoscl;- lutlsfytng. To h~ve had 
in tho Depurtmunt of ><grJ.culturo tnc uatoribl 01 !ine per­

so,lnel , e""cellt:ttt.. tru 1it..t.o.a.s to.na t..uehnicul preparu.tion, u.nd 
to be abl~ to u~e ~.1 t.h1J <:"'Ulsu.oenc, .... ll the ser~·lces or 
tnls &ble persor~el, t~e.u~e 01 JOUr suppOrt, in tne aevelop­
ccnt 01 tne reo.ll;- enoraous t<ctlon progrwliS for tne benefit 
ot ugriculture , n ... s ~eon ''" opportunity uood WI experience 
that ooulcl co"'e only once in u m1Henn1Wl. Novo I u10 look­
ins torw.rd to t.nother P<>riod, another op~ortunicy of oven 
gre.ter ~16n111c~cc. Sincerely yours, 

fl . k. l>IJ.LACE, 
Secretary . " 

The President, in uccept1Jlg t.,e resignation, wrote 
llr . h~llace &J rollo•s : 

•Auoord tne Pre~1dent 1 s Tr~~n, 

AUoJUJt 17th, 191,0. 

In a1ffer~nt ctrc~st~nce• I should nave dtep 
resrot 1n cOnJuo\tlng to ;rOI.or •• 1tnc1ru·.a.l ... Secretary 01 
A&riculture . But, ~J.ving due weight to tho consideration 
tho.t t.ne stop 'I"U ure 1cpulJ.ed to tuo<e repreDonts rather a 
eh~nao in r~l¥t1~s thwt u sever~nce ot cioso ties, I h«vc 
nO klt11rnat.iVe. Tio!lr lOre, in •ccora..:.~e• • 1th the t.eraa 
of yo~r lottur of ~~,u~t 111teenth, 1 ~ccept your r~~i,na­
tion effective Lot t.le clo.c o1 bue1ness on Septecber 5, 1940. 

-



You bnu I ure content to leave 4et~rm1n.~ion or 
the is:~ues ilt tno eumpui-'n t.hir: yebr to t.he callit Judgment 
or tile voters . Under our form ot ao .. ·orrunent t.here is no 
ni~ocr t.rbitrwnent than the bt..r ot' pub11c op1Hion. 

I .. .m oelightea that you o1re to l)e f r eed ot all 
Ofliclal dUties so thut you c...n devote your Umo a.t).d t.alents 
exclusively ~o ~n intorprotut~on o: your u6rlcultur ul pr o­
sram to tne AL:Ierictan people. You 10uno liSriOu.J.ture prus­
trute in March1 J.9).>. The viei ou.s 1meel ht~d turned tu.ll 
e1rcle v.hen lOIJ c~o.me t o thu roscua . Wt.rket::J nad been ruined; 
purenas!ng vuluo wus gone ; Lne !brmer wus pennilOS$ . Fore­
closures onu tkX :u .. .les n...u cone the re~t . 

T!tb turwers o J. the country ure not. l ikel y to for­
get tbJ.s . Their :c1.nus l.lre se ... red "ith bitter memories or 
oif1Ciu1 no&lect tA.Ud 01IiC1c.t.l tncowpetence v.bich bro1.1ght 
them o.nu tno !ihtiun to a.J.G&ster . 

I Mow, tHtd t.he tbrmers 01 tne Nitt1on likewise 
htlve Y.nol.ledge, o.f t.he aelibur~tion, truo w1sdo11 ortd stutes­
w.c;.nshlp 'o'h.Lch h-ove gone into Ule formulution of your K&ricul­
tur&.l .>rogr&.m. I ~tnO'ii t.t:.a t.lley knOt. tha t. bunxruptcy1 ruin , 
Uesp<..ir a.nu ciisvster, \\.1ich huu been their previout: portion 
t->trough lonjl yours of naslect i..r'IQ lneompetence &t ·,.a shtngton, 
gc..•te w..ay under you1· ~u1o.1n_g htlnd to o greu ter prosperity 1 
security Wid, ubovo all ol~o , to to return to self-respect 
and su.tle thinking. 

AAthough /OU h~ve devot~d years to the ~tudy or 
our a~ucultul'ul proble.~!s uuct broUtht rich experience to 
tneir soluttou, )'tJUt·s m • ..; not beQ%1 ii narroA specialit<J.tion . 
You n .. ve o.eell ~ble to view ~llo pro .... lWll 01 tr'tC! furoer in its 
rclht.lon to other p1•obJ.aus -- ecouom11!1 tnoustrlal .und 
1ntern~.at.1onJ.l· You llove t-tlhereO ,..ilhout deviation to the 
!JIIttled ;>roctt~sel c t d~..Jocr<.tt:y . You .aml I remain UJishEJttn 
ill our 1~1t.ll 1n t.llo;.e proces.;es :UtQ in the. eft'!cacy of tne 
poliey o1 tnu bOOJ neiohbor 1.n tne field of 1 oretc;n affair s . 
Y.:JU.r lL.bil.. o~ thout,ht. LU.b t-.E.oiel.l you IJ-lWlLYJ to aee t.lth 
singult.t" cL...ril.oY tltt: nu\.-'(.LS of tne country us n 'i'ihole . 

I t.ninit 1.t ,l¥rticulorly 1or~unc.to tnat thro!J6hout 
th~ ae~ks tll ttle ... utu.:~o~.1 )IOU ut"a to be free. adO. unh.a.mpered to 
~o t.bout. ut T>lll . T.ni.J \-.111 61Ve you tw e,.;co:llem. oppor­
twa1ty in ;,~u>Jll.c t.ddr.a.J~t:s , L.lld thriJugh conf~on'ence3 •ith 
g-roups hno 1M!v1UUbls, to discu&.J thfl w<>rk you huve b\!en 
doi1l6 l n ~.<etL.u.f ol' t..ijriculture . 

Such .._ pl·t:scnt.-..tion •111 be or beJlef1 t alikO to 
tho tarccts

1 
~HU t~) the r ... ruc a.nQ tile l)f t.no citiL-ens . ~ith 

thcG<. r~Jslos Jucipcnt. r.3 to the 1.ork you httve oocn dotng during 
tho p~Jt sevmn yehrs and moro 1n udhal1 or ~arlculturfl hnd 
in bchnlf 01 tne tfp,ti .. m . 

Honorttble Henry h . Tbll ~1.e, 
Socre tar)' 01 J.,;.r l.(:ul tura , 
Wrash1Jlgtou, o . C. " 

Very sincerely yoursJ 

r'RAJUCLIH D. ROOSEVELT. 
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T HE WHITE HOUSI: 

WASHI NGTON 

aw=nnsu 
M DtORAIIDIIX roA 

HOII . MYRON fAXLOR 

I ~nit \hie will 1D,Il' .. , 

70u -- extr .. e1J oontlden,lal. 

W111 J OU 11' 81 haYI JOUI' \bouch'' 

r. D. R. 

Eno1oeur .. fdr/tmb 
Let. to the President from Acting Sec. Paul H. Appleby, 9/ll /40 enoloeing add1t1onal material concerning the relation or the preaent regime in France to various re1ig1oue groupa in other oountr1ea about vh1oh Mr. Wallact d1eoueaed vl th the Prealdent before lettvlng. 



Dea r Mr . President: 

K I LLINGWORTH 

LocusT VALLEY 

L O NG ISLAND 

September 15 1940 

T found t he memo r a nda wh i ch you se nt very 

interesting ind eed , and ac returning them 

herewith . 

As yo u have asked me for cy thoughts , I 

a m a ttaching a memorandum which at leas t 

presents a conclusion as t o policy to be f ol -

lowe d , at any rate for the present . 

Also I enclose a newspaper clipping which 

you have probably already seen, and which in-

dicates t h e relationship between Bonnet a nd 

Abe t z. 

The llonorable , 
Franklin D. Rooseve lt, 
Tho White t!ouse , 
Washingto n , D. C . 

ely yours , 



' 

September 15 1940 

Qt;:Jif!lii ---ltLU IAEMORA NDUM 
POR THE PRESIDENT: 

Ae to tho person described in the report , I 

have mot him in Paris at Ambassa d or Bullit t • s 

and at Versailles--! think, in the home of 

James Haaen Ryde . I have no personal i mpres -

sian about him , but I believe Ambassador Bullitt 

could Give you full information . 

When I left Rome , three weeks ago , there 

was no indication of a radical chanee of Vati­

can policy- -alt hough , as I int imat ed to you in 

our conversation , th~e was e~ 1dent despair over 

Britain' s abiltty to withstand he r enemies , i n 

vie w of the more recent German conquests , whic h 

embraced the loss of her principal ally , of tho 

use of a l argo accumulation of war materials , 

of fully developed munitions plants a n d othe r 

useful works , end , not the l east, of control of 

the Channel ports . 

With all of these factors, and r~ith Italy 

awaiting its opportunity to b ecome aggressive 

in many places, the outlook , as envisioned by 
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those in question, was not encouraging for British 

interests . 

At that time I hod no reason to ba~ieve that 

tho Vatican would support the principles of 11aaiea 

or of Fa s cism , a lthough I hav e always kept before 

my own mind t he fact t hat the leading influences 

in t ho Vatican were Italian . This fact never ap­

peara~ to influence action . 

I heard on the radio today (Sunday ) , i n the 

National Broadcast ing Company •a Berlin review, 

t hat next Sunday a Catholic Bishop in Germany 

would announce the collaboration of the Catholic 

Chu rch wi t h t he Nazi Government . Thi • , if true, 

would of course be a shock to many in Germany , 

Austria and elsewhere . The attitude of the Vat i­

can would probably be that they are more con­

cerned with the conduct ot a government toward 

its people , both in their religious life a nd in 

the practice of the humani ties , then in devising 

particular roraa of aovernaent . The lar ae Catho­

l i c populations of Holland , Belgium , Poland and 

France are in auch a predicament, and with eo 

uncertain a f uture , t hat I s hould think i f the 
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t a tlean pu~· ta ·~ ••na• \he ataap or lta ap­

pro••! on the •••1 reel•• ta Gar .. Q¥ or the 

raaalat regl~• in Ital7 , lt wlll ba•a •ery un­

ooatortabla r epar cuaaiona tn thoae countrtea . to 

any event , the pr esent 1ltuatlon or the Church in 

Eu r ope 1• ao&t u nce rtai n. 

AI t l nd1c at~d t o you , •Y t nroraatton • •• t hat 

the Patai o Gov~rnme nt • •• betnc undereintd h7 

both the 1reneb and the OaraftOI , No one in poait i on 

or autboritT • boa r contacted felt that lt would 

laat ••rr lon& . Tbat tact I ahoul~ think woulG be 

or conatderable 1ntlu~nea ln dataralolnc the courae 

ot action • bleb you • 111 taka tr ••1 or tor•al rec­

ocnltlon ot that Govaro•aat , and •hloh •• a neeea­

t ary conaa~uonca aol• ea , at leaat tor the tlae be­

i na , the problaa ot the prop011d A•b&ll&dor . Aa you 

h&VI ••ked tor •Y Lbouab~ o~ th• aubject , T would 

••1 th&t tor tho mom~ n t t would do notbt nc . 



Jli:l YORit T Ill l!S 
septeaber 6 lgco 

MIOHT RI!PLAOI IAUDOIN 



Deu llr . Pruidont1 

DO'AATMENT Of' AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON 

Sopt.cbor U, U40 -

1 w.der•t.a:td that. be rare ""· wau....c. 3. tt alllintt.oa, he dl.ocu•aed with ;you 1n pe.roon c.ert.&in Worution that had rpohed him., concernint the r.l.ation at tht rru~t. rep. in J"ru.c. to Yariou. rel.lr1GU.J rr~ 1n other ooantrles. 
'l'ft ha" now r ootlwd additionAl ater1.al trcm the I&UII rtepontible aow-ce q thi-1 ~&rller 1nC'or::.at.1on . SI.Dce UU1 l&tt.ct. info:"MUm bMra part.1culN'lT on tht chAractar and p;N­'f'S.cu..e •ot1v1t1ta or t.ht new rtprestntat.ivt &a:s. trance to t.hie ocuntry, a.nd Oil pouible poUc1es that we a1cht follow- with"­-s . .et. to the ~\.ion of tht CO'f"'.m:lerlt. 1lllh:1cb be re;:ruents, I a. Cor-rdin& th11 •teM..tl t.o )'00 tor ,.our ~ perscnal. 1nto:at1on. 

l UAdorotood rr .. lir". w.uac. Ulo~ 1"" ...... -t.lJ' l.ntere•t.ed 1n llhat. he had t.o 117 t.o )'OU c:a 1.be 8Ubjtct be.tore, tt1d boUevo rot' Ul&t rtuan you rll.l ri.ah \.0 1ee t.hil adlllticr.al •wJ.al )'WI'..U. 



11ll ,.. ....w Ud.a cc:ert~t lally 
u th• PrH1G-a:.f It. h rrc. ~,..t~.,. 
all~•· , ... ._ 



Sept•ber e, 1940 

u. Henri taJte as known t.o be in eloae relations to the notorious 

1;ar.1 agent, Abetz, 'Who 'ltll8 expelled by the French govornMent before the war, 
, 

and 'Who is now Hitler's representative to the Petaln govorna:ent , lbetz, 

with the help of tho moat actlw "intellectual" ~zi agent, Sieburg, was 

mainly respon~i ble for the organization or the Fifth Colllll'.n in France, and 

·~ . llaye is said t.o havo been one of his chief advisora and most enthusiastic 

supporters. His position beca:te very difficult attar the beginniny of the 

war, but he ..ana~d, with the help of trie~ds, to keep out of danpr . His 

apPOintl:ent as ambassador to the O. S. A. is directly connecW with his 

for-.er activities ,.,ich he h eXP8Cted to continuo in this country in 

cooperation with his friend lbetz. One of his first tasko will, hO'IIever, 

consist in enlisting sympatJiies for the ne:"o" government by re!'utinr the 

allegation that they havo gone Fascist . '!'his policy is in accord w1 th too 

new tactics of tho Nazi propaganda to advise even the Gorman &ndists t.o 

drop their Kazi connections, and even to deny any allegiance to the r.azi 

ideology, rlth the pl!'Jl040 to better eerve their cause for the l·azis in 

this country. But the cain llission of 1.!. Faye will be, aa I told U' . llallace, 

to cake the greatest efforts to get as cucb as pouible of the French gold 

and other assets depoai tad in this country, 

I cust a.y that f1IY SJ)Mish and Portuguese .trimda, and even ltllllY 

Frenchmen, are amazed that the O,S. A. could eive their agreer.>ent to the 

appointment of such a cr.an; and they are $\ll'B that unless !J , Haye 1& position 

be ClAde, iran the outri&ht, untenable, he will oau~Jo much trouble , I 

therefore repeet that the only way to counteract such desi£11• 1e t.o delay 
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' official recomition of the Petain govorrunent , A~inet any claim of 

legality and constitutionality of the Pet:Ain governmmt, the fact must be 

advanced that the r esolution of the French Senate not to allow the nowly 

propoeed constitut ion to be introduced without a referendum, is a great 

obstacle to norma.l relations botwean ti:IJ U.S.A. and the Petain govern-

r.tont ; and that therefor the result; of tbe referendum is to be awaited 

first . On the other hand, every end.eavor must be made to delay the carry­

ing through of tl'e referendum, One of the most pranising means to tl'e t 

end, is to induce the French colonies in tl:B U.S .A. and Latin America 

to claim the ri&llt of participation in tbe referendum. This can be best 

supported by the precedent set up by Hitler himself, wl:lsn he claimed 

such right for all the Saar landers outside Germany. As you will remeltbor, 

special German ships were employed to take the Saarlanders to ext-er ritorie.l 

nters in order to enabl e them to cast their votes . U si"'ilar arrange­

ments could be enforced on the Pef:S.in government 1 mu en time would be ~ined . 

I had a long conversation about this matter T1i th t he French head 

of the now1Y instituted eommittee in defense of a liberated Frnnce under 

the chairlllanship of Dr . Sholto llatt, 610 Fifth Avenue, Room 220, New York 

City, and he pranised to ocnsider this matter very carefully with the 

COIO:littee as he thought that IQY lllggestions 11'8re very interesting, 

I am waiting to hear iran him and I think that sooething l!lliY be 

undertakEn by the camdttee in connection with the referendum. 

Of course, the U,S ,A, 1\overnment can reserve their r ights t o 

consider the value of the r esults of a referendum held under the pressure 
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of the en~ 1 even in the non-oecup1ed parts of France. 

The refusal, or, at least, the delay1.ng1 of the official recog­

nition of the Pei&in government is most essential, chiefly to provide a 

legal foundation for refusing , by the Treasur y, to y1.eld any of the 

French assets , especi ally if these assets exceed the amount which t he 

U.S.A . msy cla:IJn as -.ar debts . Because in such an event I do not see 

any justification for refusing the handing over of such an excess, if the 

Petain government wou.ld be regarded as the actual representative govern­

ment of the Ylhole or France . 

But the refusal of such r ecognition 'l'd.ll also be of f B.l'-reaching 

consequences for t he i daa of a Fascist-Cathol i c-Bloc 'llbich is constantl y 

gaining ground in France, Belgl.W!11 Spain, and, to a certain extent, also 

1n Portuflll. As I told you, the Por tuguese Prime Wnister Salazar, 

thoullh far from having any sympathies with Fascism, llould favor in 

principle such a bl oc as a staunch Catholic who Mda all possible efforts 

to strengthen Catholic influence in Portugal . That the Portuguese 

Catholics had, t ogether with the Spanish Cattolics, a hand in reconciling 

Fasci st Italy with t he Vatican, is a clear indication that also Portugal 

i s supposed to cooperate to make such a bloc successful. 

In this connection, t ha latest manifestati on of the Pope urging 

all Catholics to fulfill their patriotic duties towards t heir fatherland, 

reveals the nmr spir1 t of the Vatican; and is, indeed, couched in quite 

a dit ferent language as his previous proclamations. This means not only 

/ 
a concession to the Petsin government, Who are reinstit uting in France 

the power of the Catholic church, in a measure Which ""uld not be 

' 
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possible even before the separation of church and state in 1904, but it 

lends enonnous strength to l!ussolini and the whole Fascist regiJIIB , 

Of what effect a successful .formation of such a bloc would be in 

Catholic circles in this country, and most especially in Latin America, 

needs hardly a special emphasia , Aococding to my obser vation trer9 is 

already now a change in the attitude of sa>e Catholics I had occasion to 

meet . The same people who some ti.'118 ago were spitting .fire and flame 

against Hitl er and A'ussolini1 have become very much more moderate in their 

condemnation of Fascism. This is a vory si{'Tlificant symptom .for the now 

winds mich are bl owing in certain Catholic circles, 

As I run told, Spanish emtssaries are working very hard under differ­

""t disguise in the propagation of the n·ew idea of a Fascist- Catholic-Bloc 

in soce of the Latin countries, especially in Colombia, and Argentina, 

whore catholic influence is still powerful. The danger of such activities 

being spread to this cow try is obvious 1 and though at present the election 

campaign makes it difficult to take any action, means and ways ouellt to 

be prepared to prevent the infiltration of such ideas in this count r y with 

a Catholic population of French and Italian origin, and many milliond of 

Irish Catholics who in their anti- British attitudeorould side with the 

Fascists rather than see England victorious aga.inst her enemies , 

In this connection, I should like to dra-.r attention to a further 

important issue which would make the idea of a Fasciat-Catholic- Bloc plausible 

even to such Catholic elements who , in principle, would not favor Faecism. 
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It is thought that a bloc compOsed by the main C.tholic countries or 

Europe, and au'PJ)Orted by other Catholic countr ies in Latin A.-erica, 

1fOUld increase the power of the C.tholic Church to such an extent that, 

within title, she wruld be able to weaken the :Influence of the Protestant 

nations throuehout the world. That the Vatican would prefer a defea ted 

Catholic f rance and Bel gilll:l to a triw:lpb&nt A.n&lica.n England a.nd Protestant 

Al:lerica, 1e a consideration which should not ~ejected of'ha.nd. It is 

characteris tic of Catholic policy of a<ljust.:oent to surl'Cunding conditions, 

that while Cardinal Hinsl ey of London is thundering against the godless 

enemies of Great Britain, :In Italy pra.yers were recently ordored by two 

Bishcp11 for the victory of I taly :In the near East, so that she c:ay restore 

the Holy Places to the C.tholic Church and put Jerusalem under the protec­

tion of the Pope . All- these facts and som other s which could be quoted, 

are a clear indication of the new tendencies and hopes of the Catholic 

Church 'lthich rust be very closely watched and o/tichntly curbed before 

it is too late . 

P.S . I soc from tl"e papere that ll , !!aye assured ~he ;ressmen at the 
Worl d ' sFair that the "main effor te of ilarshal Petain are to keep the 
ideals of french de:toe~acy, " It is a rather peculiar r ole to organize 
Fifth Colucn end Fascier in france and to alle&e re;resenting democracy 
in kller i ca. 



o,.ncc.o,. 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CO MM ITTEE 

NATtON.t.L PRESS 8UIL01N0 

WASH I N GTON 

HENAY 4 WALlAC~ 

(\ 

SeJtember 23. 1940 

~be Preaident 

The 'ihito Houoo 

Dear Hr . Pre,.1dent: 

I a:: hoJ)!IIl:' tbat 1>et voen nov ""~ the election, !n the 
ada1n!atrat1on of tho dr&!t l~w , t here v!ll be no need for 
t ak i ng action to 1nvoot1gato tho r eooureoe of ~e rried men . 
Thie lc!nd of tct1on could be ~1fied out of all ·>r oportion 
t o ol\uoe Nl extreme r uction ~.:ong hll:ldrtde of thouoande of 
youn' aarr1ed men . 

D!ctoted by llr. \lallaco but 
B!nlld in hil a b iiRCI 

Reepoct !ully youro 
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