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THE WHITE HOUSE @

WASHINGTON

June 6, 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Please look into this
and prepare reply.

F.D.R,

Letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 5/31/43,
to the President, in re contracts between lMetals
Reserve and the Aluminum Company of Canada. Copy
—pT Tetter retained for our Tiles.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

MAY 31 1943

My dear Mr. President:

I wag Interested in studying the contracts between Metals Ressrve
the Aluminum Company of Canads which you asked us to look over
of April 30, 1 sm desply concerned with the affect upon our

ean

record of Cansdian aluminmum purchases indiocates to me that you did net approve
the contract which initiated the interest free method of filnancing facilitles
for the Aluminum Company of Canada, In a letter of May 1,

Jomes outlined a contract for the purchase of aluminum which called for anm
advance of $25,000,000 to cover "& portlon of the cost of expansion of their
power and manufacturing facilities at Shawinigan Falls and Apvida, ..."
Interest at 2 per cent on the advance was provided by this contract. Secretary
Jonse' letter mentioned that in the event of cancellation without cnuse by the
Metals Reserve Company a penalty payment would be reguired, This pennlty pay-
ment would have mmounted to substantially the entire balance of the advance
made by the United States.

Subssquantly another contract virtually identieal with the first was
executed, with o loan of £25,000,000 to the Aluminum Company from the Export-
Import Bank of Washington, carrying interest at 2 per cent, There ls no
evidence of your having been informed of this contract.

These first two contracts, however, were ocompletely superseded by ancther
contract executed as of March 6, 1942, Under this contract, ealling for ome
billion pounds of aluminum, the $50,000,000 which had been made avallable to
the Company umder the previous contracts were converted to mn outright advance
without interest and the pamsellation provision permitted the Company to retaln
the entire balanoe of the advance in the eveat of cancellation by Metals Reserve,
without further obligation or charge and without the United States ﬂuln::
any estate In the facilities financed by the advance, In additicn, this rd
contraoct zade available to the Company & loan up to a meximum of $25,000,000
at 3 per pent, with the Export-laport Baak of Washington. Thie sum was avall-
able te the Compeny proportionately as aluminum was delivered and the amounmt
of the outstanding advance thereby reduced.

As Secretary Jones polnts out in his letter of Murch 24 to Senator Truman,
the base price of alumimum was by this third contrect reduced from 17 cents to
16 cents for metsl to be used in this country; the 17 cent price was retalned
for metal to be used for lend-lease purposes, It should be recalled, however,
that Alooa, blood brother of the Canadian Company, had reduced the price of
aluminum in this country to 15 cente several months before the contreoct woe
axsouted, This faet, plus the practices of ordinary business in cases involv-
ing tremendous purchases by o buyer whose credit ean hardly be questioned,
would indigate that the base price of aluminum should fully compensate the
seller, without the necessity for additional inducements, Mgreover, it would



be appropriate to imquire whether the base price of 15 cents established by
these contracts has in fact been the price of deliversd aluminum, The oon-
Htmh contain escalator clauses by which the base price may be augmented
through rises in labor and shipping costs, I am inclined to believe that
the actual cost of aluminum to the Oovernment under these contracts has not
been held to the 15 cent price upon which there has been o much publioity.

By a letter of March 6, 1942, Searetary Jones informed you briefly of the
status of mtuduimwﬂhlinndnrunfhrfmmmm
of Canada to sell an additional quantity upon the same terms as the previous
contract, with an advance of $18,500,000 and a loan up to a total of $9,250,000.
Secretary Jones' letter states that in the event of cancellation, 5 cents per
pound as penalty would be paid for the undelivered portion of the comtract,

The contract itself, however, provides that the penalty for cancellation will
be retention by the Aluminum Oompany of the entire unapplied balance of the
advance, which is equal to 5 cents per pound, and the payment by Metals
Reserve of an additional one cent per pound on the undelivered pertion of
the contract. You 0.X.'d the letter of Marech 6, 1942,

- It is possible that Secretary Jones considers your 0.K, of the March g,
1942, letter as an approval aleo of the third contract, dated as of the same
date, However, this may be, that letter did not indicate to you that thes
contracts effected sn outright advance without interest, totaling $68,500,000,
to Bhe Aluminum Company of Canada, & large part of whish would never be repaid
or recouped if the war should end and the contracts should be cancelled. Indeed,
the letter of March 6, 1942, makes no clear distinotion between the advances

and the loans, whereas the latter carry interest at 3 per cent and must be
repaid even though the contracts are cancellsd without cause by the United
States. It is perhaps needless to point out that the new facilities constructed
with ths money advansed by the United States will in all probability be useful
in supplying metal to the United States Government over only a fraction of the
life of the facilities.

Tou kmow, of course, that with this subsidy from the United States
Government the Aluminum Company of Canada has built a gigantic power project.
The plant is paid for and without question will be of great utility in (a)
preventing the St. Lawrence development; (b) sgueesing out the Govermment
aluminum plants in the Northwest after the war; and (o) heaven knows what slse.

Sincerely yours,
(Sgd.) HAROLD L, ICKES
Seoretary of the Interior,
The President,
The White House,
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August 9, 1943

Dear Wr. Joness

nmuﬁqhthrhmurl-a.
IHJ.Mtht.ﬂmhthm-ll-
Serves Corporation, but do nothing further with
mhuuthuthmmmmh—-.
Immthtmm"ndmw—m
Hmt:-lu&wlq.hlmuthwhnun
Order of July 15, 1943, creating the Office of Beonomic
Warfare, and appointing him Director,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

mt u' 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOH
HO§. JAMEE P, EYRKES:

© Is this all right?

Fallulle

Letter signed by the President, B/9/47, to

fion. Jemse H. Jomes, Secrotary of
Comaorce, in re the President's request under
d.hnfw.p, taat the HFC creste the
Patroleum Resarvés Corporation. Copy of lstter
retalned for our files,

a— P
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 1, 1943.

MEMORANDUL FOR THE PHEGIDENT:

Jesse Jones telephoned to say that
&5 the incorporution of the petroleun
reserves company goes lnto the Federul
Reglster, they are getting requests about
it, He thinks he should give out the
following announcement, you approvei

"Jesse Jones, Gecretery of Comserce
announced todny tfu.t. with approvel uf‘
the President, the R.F.“. has creuted the
petroleun reserve under Gectlon 5= of the
R.r .. as smended, Tha purpose of the
corporation ls to acyuire petroleun,
petroleus products and petroleun reserves
cutside the continentsl United btiutes.

The cperetions of this corperutlion will Le
under the directlon of the Secreturles. of
Etate, War, Navy, Interior and Commerce
Wihile no definite plans have Leen formulateu
considerction shiould be given to one or

two projects which may be of value the

war effort.™ 77f,. STy ak

Saak alisd | & K WS L

s of - /o J;’hyt_i kbl

The President approved this stitenent

;’gﬂﬁfzﬁ:ﬂfhﬂ' sentence &nd Jesse Jones wus




My

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 29, 1943.

MEMOHANDUM FOM
THE BECRETARY OF COMMERCE:

I approve this and ask that
it be carried out today, in view of
the deadline,

F.D.R.

Lelter to the Pres. fron secys. of
State, War, Havy, Interior &8 per atteachou

carbon copy, togetier with SECTet recomden-
dations re pefroleun reserves.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 29, 1943 |

LE40 FOlL GHaCE:

iy, Gtone of the Gtute Dept,
calied regurding & lotter sent to the
Fresiuent yesterday evening -- slgnoc
by the Secretaries of Gtute, War, Navy
and Interior, concerning future oll
reserves. It has to do with funds
frem the H.F.C. If the metion is not
taken belore tosorrow night -- which is
the budget demdline -- it will not do
. ARy good.

When the Secretary of the Interior
sawW the fresident at noon, the Fresiuent
suld he bad not scen the ill.tur.

gjb



June 26, 1943,

Ny dear Nr. President:

As an outeome of discussion held in the Office of
Justice Syrmes, representatives of State, Havy, Var snd
Interior Uepartuents met to consider the situstion pre-
sented by our prospective shortege of domestie petroleam
reserver and the consequent impersative need to assure
sdequate forelln reserves, and the best means of pro-
cesding to that end, They in addition gave prrtieular
attention to the situation in Saudl Arabla. They heve
sgreed upon a signed report vhich ve are tronsmitting to
you, Ve concur and supyert this report., You will mote
Ihlllr_-rlhnhmnmhhurﬂhh
effeet, that 1s, the creation of the Petroleum Feserve
Corporation, it would be most desirable that this setion

be

The President,
The Vhite Fouse,
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be taken befers July 1.
Falthfully yours,

Lnclosursei

LA HF LW

avy
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PERSONAL
October 26, 1943.

Dear Jesse:-

Etrictly between ourselves, you and I
can make a lot of money out of that comtest.
Let the odds on Allen's dog go sky-high. Yom
and I will them bet on Byrnes' dog. Hoss
Mclutire and I kmow how to work it.

As ever yours,

Honorable Jesse H. Jones,
Commerce

Secre f
l-m:&? N
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THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
WASHINGTON

October 21, 1943

Dear Mr, President:

A contest is being considered that
should be of unususl interest to the friends
of War Mobilization Director James F. Byrnes
end Democratic National Committee Secretary
George Allen.

EFach of these gentleman owns & wire-
haired terrier, and great rivalry has developed
between their owners as to which dog can piddle
the most times in a given walking distance, when
taken for his evening stroll.

The friends of Mr. Allen are offering
strong odds on his dog. Having velunteered to
walk both of theee doge at different times when
their masters were attending to matters of great-
er importance, I am inclined to back Mr. Allen's

entry.

In order that there may be no skuldug-
gery, the dogs will be teken to the contest by
disinterested parties, and it has been suggested
that the campue of the J. Russell Young School of
Expression will be the place of demonstration.
Admission will be by invitation.

When the managers have agreed upon rules,
regulations and procedure, inyitations will be sent.

The President
The White House
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THE ROMANCE OF REX

By Jo Anderson

- - e ==

A Farmer's dog came into "
His christian name was Rex.

A noble pedigree had he;
Unusual was his text.

hnd as he trotted down the street
'"Twaz beautiful to see

His work on every corner--
His work on every tree.

He watered every gatewsy too,
And never missed a post,

For plddling was his speclalty
fnd piddling was his boast.
The City Curs looked on amazed,
Tiith deep and jealous rage
To see a simple country dog
The piddler of the age.

Then all the dogs from everywhere
Were summoned with & yell,

To sniff the country stranger oler
And judge him by the smell.

Some thought that he a king might be;
Beneath his tail a rose.s

So every dog drew near to him
And sniffed it up his nose.

They smelled him over one by one
They smelled him two by two
And noble Rex, in high disdain
Stood still ti11 they were through.
Then, just to show the whole shebang
He didn't give a damm,
He trotted in & grocery store
And plddled on a ham,



page 2.

ghowed him every plddling post
hey had in all the town,

started in with meny a wink

o pee the stranger down.

hey sent for champion plddlers
Who were always on the go,

Who sometimes did a piddling stunt

Or gave & piddle show.

2 8.8

They sprung these on him suddenly,
When midway of the town;

Rex only smiled and polished off
The ablest, white or browm.

For Rex was with them every trick
With vigor and with vim.

A thousand plddles, more or less,
Were all the same to him.

So he was wetting merrily
With hind leg kicking high,
When most were holsting legs in bluff
hnd piddling mighty dry.
On and on, Rex sought new grounds
By piles and scraps and rust,
'T1l every city dog went dry
And piddled only dust.

But on and on went noble Rex
As wet as any rill,

And all the champion city pups
Were pee'd to a standstill.

Then Rex did free-hand piddling,
With fancy flirts and flits

Like "double-dip" and "gimlet twist"
And all those latest hits,.

And all the time this country dog
Did never wink or grinm,

But piddled blithely out of town
As he had piddled in.

The city dogs conventions held
To ask, "What did defeat ua?"

But no one ever put them wise
That Rex had diabetes.
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The preas reports t.hl.'i Jesse Jones may soon leave the Government.
I have never made any comment on this matter but there are one or
two facts which are ortant.

When Stanley Reid was being considered for the Supreme Court,
backed by Jesse Jones, his attention was called to the fact that
Aeid was an appointee of Pres, Hoover, and supported Hoover in
1932, and that thers were many thoussnds of fine lawyers who had
given their all to Fres. Roosevelt and should hsve preference.
Jones 1s reported to have raplied that he, also, was an sppointes
of Pres. Hoover and that anyone who accepted an appolntment from
Hoover and did not support him would be an ingrate; &lso that hs
could get the matter through NMelntyre.

When Leo Crowley wes under Investigation, Jones appolnted Sam
Huaband to review the report. It was being enalysed by Huscand
and Oua Folger (for many years and at present, Chief National
Bank Examinar in the Comptroller's office), and Mr. Erown, ap-
pointed by Secretary Morgenthau. Sam Husband told Folgsr that
Jones wanted the report white-washed when it was turned in and
Folzer reported this immediately to the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, J.F.T.0'Connor, who steted that nothing would be white-
washed whils he was Comptroller. A few days later Secretary
Morgenthau called for sll coples of the report and stated to the
Comptroller that the matter was cut of his (Morgenthau's) hands,
after expressing his astonlshment at the report.

Jones later ndvised Crowley that he & d Melntyre were able to
suppress the report—and thus place Crowley under cbligation to i,

#hen the conflict arose batween Vice President Wallace and Jones,
Jones won out in that he cleimed to have been largely instru-
mental in getting the appointment for Crowley. Shortly after Se-
eratary Morgenthau cracked down on the Bank of America In Call-
fornla, Sept. 1938, A, P. Glanninl went to Washington and, by
sccident, met Crowley in the lobby of the Mayflower Hotel. Crowley
told Olsnnini he was not in sympathy at sll with the attacks upon
the Berk of America by the Presldent and Morgenthau and weuld do
whatever he could to help him. At that time Glannini did not know
that the entire atteck was instigated by Crowley; that Crowley
garried hiscriticlam to Eccles, Jones, Morgenthau and even to the
White House, The Comptroller, at Morgenthau's suggestion, asked
Mr. Crowley what criticlsm he had of the Bank of America, and Mr.
Crowley sald he had no eriticlsm of the Bank of America., While
this is now history, after a long drawn out fight the Benk of
America has won every contest in the courts against the Government.
This 1s the first time the above information has ever been set
down in writing and I know it will be regarded as highly cmfldentlal.
The Dapt. of Justice made a searching examinatlion the Bakk of
-America and found no irregularities. Di#ferent reascna have baen
‘asslgned for Mr. Crowley's attack on the bank.



THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
WASHINGTON 25

Dear Mr. President:
Mr. Jones has asked me to forward
the attached tear sheot containing his
editorial in the Houston Chremicle of Wednwsday,
July Sth.
Bincerely youra,

Dhrsrane £Burley

Assistant to the Secretary

The Preaident
The White House
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THE WHITE HOUSE | A ’
WASHINGTON L
Hyde Park, MY, fF0 |

July 23, 1h44

SN0 FOR TEE PREBIDENTI

" Jimmy told me pn asasing story vhile
I ¥ne in Ban Dlego rnd mald I could tell it
to you if I thought At of eufficlent imnortence.

Shortly hefors Dewey vwns noninated,
Jimoy wna oalled lonp distance hy somcone
olone to Dewey, meking Jimry Af he ecould fell
thes whether you would run or not. Binos
Jimmy did not know, it sne lu.grrn‘:*d that he
find out and Ffurther thet 1If Jimny would
sone out for Dewey mnd agninst a fourth ters,
he could heve mn under—secrataryshin or
nnme anyone he wished to hnve 1%, and that
the person through whom Jimmy wne to deal
¥na Jesae Jones = that Jesse Jones hinselfl
hod heen pronieed a Orbinet post A Dewey
iz rlected,

I thoupht you would like to know
this testimony to Jesse Jonea' loyalty!

E.R.




Mra.5.W.King.8r.
3700 Miramar, Ave.
Dallas,Texas. Mar. T7,1944

Mra.Franklin D.Rooseveldt.
Th‘ 'hj.tiﬂ Hﬂull- 5
Washington,D.C.

My dear Mre.Rooseveldt:® M 17944

I am enclosing & letter to tne Fresldent,wulcn I am asi
ing=if you will kindly read,and declde for uwe,whetner it ls
worthwhile taking up hie valuable tlme reading it or not?

It may be a totally unnecessary’information, and 1t may
be that thne ildea of replacing the present Sec.of tne Treas-
ury with Mr.Jones,has never been contemplated by tne Presld
dent,that ‘At was ‘only rumor which came over the Radlo.

I have never written a letter ofthlis nature before, and
would notdntentionally Iinjure any ones name,unless ,&88 in
this instance,lt seemed to we & duty,and where duty is in-
tolved,l have tne courage of my convictions., Frouw childhnood
I wae brought up on what Shkespeare sald on tnls sublect,=--
to say nothing of tie Bible.

In speaking of this matter ,I nold no brief for Mr.="
Morgantheau,altho so far as I a m informed,he has made a~
good Secretary of tue Treasury; on the otier hand,if these
things about Mr.Jones are correct,as I believe them to be,
since they were discussed by different people over the stuk
- altho after sugh & nuwber of years,l could glve no names;
we heard 1t,then all such thinga do,they gradually die
down, but when 1n}nhin5 of a similar nature comes COLeE up
again,it is remembered. : ;

And when it may touch the Governument ln any way,tunen 1t
would seem that tu: Presldent should nave tue faasts,or sup-
posed facta.

When I had finished my letter to tne Presldent,l read it
it to my husband,to see if I properly stated tae matter~ he
sald I was absolutely correct as to what was sald at tue
time,but he was opposed to my sending lt- bec.use ne sald I
could get myself into troublegsbut knowing I can depend on t
the wife of the Presldent,aswell as theFresident nlueelf,

I feel impelled to send it on. But,I am requesting that no
pecretaries see 1t- it 1& taking too mucih risk,and ati ny ag
and having lost our money in 1929, I certainly dont want to
be sued.

I shall greatly appreciate your reading the 1“t‘3{g§F“'
Rooseveldt,and I am relying on your wlisdom,toeltacr
President the letter to read,if 1t seems of uufficigﬁt impor—
tance,or to relate it to him,if it seems best, and then to
destroy it.If neither seem best,then stlll destroy it.

I do not know «r,Jonee personally,and he certalnly never
injured us,so 1 have no personal motlve in what 1 nave re_
lated. Mr.Jones has many friends over the state,and wmany
who have bqnﬁglﬁljd from his ablllty.

I think the Presldent the greatest Presldent who has ever
occupled the ihite House,and he Must be re-elected for the
4th term; No one else Could know the many threads which he
knowsabout the War all over the World,nor know how to weave
them as he does,for the successful conclsuslon of tue War &
and Peace., And,witnout flattery,l sincerely say,tnat g&:r




-

First Lady ls the most intellectual,.s well as one of the
kindest who has ever occupled the White House. And both
ybu and your husband having the hignest ideals,and working
for the beneflt of all mankind, I resentwith ever fibire of
my belng,theynjust ways you hoth have been treated= 1t nas
been disgraceful ,beyond words; and it has required stout Ae
hearts to endure 1t;4t lent much consolatlon at tue monent
perhaps,but the President will occupy nls rightful nfehne in
Hiatory,when not a single congressmann will be remembered, -
unleas for treachery.And you yourself will be remembered.
Due to the paper shortage,you will be ta. firat to not
notlce my writing on the the reverse slde of paper.
Thanking you for your kininess in tals watter,and wita
the very best of gooiwlunea, Sincerely yours,

(drs.S.W.King.ar,/

P.S.I want you,and the Presldent to know that regardless of
wnat actlon,if any,he may take in regard to Mr.Jones, now

or later, s¥ no matter what high post he might deem 1t

wise to place him, my 1lips are sealed now.forever wors on
thls subject; 1t takes such llttle things to do great harm,
4t tlumea. I want to see the Presldent re-elected,because I
regard him as necessasry for tae Country's,and tue World's
good-- gso whatever step he takes in any direction,I knee it
1s both wise and right.

I have dellberated on sending this letter for fo montha
and I am 8till of the opinion I should send it. %ia_;iﬁ;
And personally I donot bellieve ur.J. is for the
Presldent. Thanks again.



kra.S.W.King.sr.
3508 8t.Jolne Drive
Dallas=5 -Texus.
Har .G/,

T® the
President @f the United States.
Washington,D.C.

My dear Mr.President:

Taking a very real interest in our country s welfure,-

I feel constralned to give you some information,wnich I
feel you should knew.

Last week the information was glven over the Hadlo that
Jou were consldering requesting the reslgnation of the
Secreatry of the Traaaury,ur.unrganthau,und replacing him
with kKr.Jesse Jones.

It might be well for you to be acqualinted with the fol-
lowing facts,-- and in glving it to you,I am dolng so with
the understanding that I know your honor ie such,that if I
request that you reveal my name tc no ope, lnregard to tuias
matter,that 1twill not be. I have never in my 1lif¢ been a
tale bearer,or scandal monger;never have mentloned the fol-
lowing before,and never expect to again.

In as much as we are responeib.e¢ people,you can absolutely
Pely on the correctness of th following,as being sometnlng
that was generally talked about over the Btute,at the time
1% happened, - perhape 30 years ago,I dont recall the tige.

Mr M.T.Jones,of the M.T.Jones Lumber Co.was one of taoe
richest us we]l as tne largest Lumber merchant in Texas.

Jesse Jone s family,I understood was in moderate eircum=
stances; his uncle,M.T.Jon=s zavc Fiu & poeition i n his -
lumber business in Ho.stobn,Texas,paying him the moderate
salaries that were ueualu in tnose days.Jesse always had a
brilliant mind,and good business mind.- but later on,his ao
tlons were not open to public inepection=-it used to beasid.

Hie uncle,however,had great congidence in nlmphls abllity.
80 much so,that ia—frbr—will he made Jeese Administrator of
the fortune he left his two ch L= and & girl.

It wae saild that the rathnriiﬁﬁgnkﬁﬁa}aaﬁby then,to have
the intelligence that Jesae nadﬂ

I dont renalisgg terms of this Trust-if it was a Trust
in fact,I just iha administered 1it.

Not long after I?T.Jonan'a death,Jesse,from being & small
salaried man ,became & rich one- a millionaire,niueelf.

And it was discussed qulte a bit at Houston,and over the
State, about Jesse nav.ng robbed these children,of their
fortune.Finally,the boy~then a mature man,threatened,or did
bring, sult against Jesse,and Jesse made a comprémise settle
ment; Before this,I believe it was;Jesse ,in order to gain
complete control of the balance of the M.T.Jones eatate,mar
ried the divorced widow of Willie Jones-son of W.T.Jones.

It having been -less,or more, than 30 years ago,l dont re
call too vividly all the detalls,but when a thing like that
becomes 8o generally known over tue state,certainly must

have some basis for fact.



Furthermore, the following 1s anotner fact:; Jesse having bes
comequite wealthy, Bllt some of the finest Sky-scrapers in
Houston,and Ft.Worth,and I believe other places over the
8tate- each had a separate corporation,and Bonded for ‘quite
a4 bit more than the property was worth- then he got in
seriousireported) financial difficulties ,pe whether 1t
was 1925,or when tane Banks were alkalling,I dont recall,
but,I believe Lt was in 29,bgcause when derbert Hoover
made him fead of the "R.F.C. ,he got out of his troubles
and bought,or settled for his property for 25 c¢ts on the
dollar. And now the reportsthat Jesse is & wulti-millionair
agaln- Thie I know notaing about.

Question: If these things snould prove correct, how did
he make that money' And if correct, wnat would ne do,if app
pointed Sec.of tne Tresury?

Last suumer,when Vice-President Wallace and Ye.se Jones
nad thelr controversyt,I wanted,from a sense of Justice,to
writ. you these facts,and to 8ay thut Mr,Wallace was right,
in uy opinion; but,knowing tue heavy burdens you were bearé
ing as Commander-in Chief of this Global War,I felt evenaa
matter like tinat should not be thrust on Fou.dnd Enowing
kr.Wallace was in error in starting that matter,without
discuseing 1t with you,I naturally did not write him,or
discuss the matter at all,because matters 1lilke thils are too
deIiCmte.But.nuw,Lr ¥ou are really considering appofrhting
him as Sec.of the Treasury,I thought probably you should be
in possession of these facts.Naturally I dont KNOW these
toings from my own Personal knowledge,any more than otners
overtiie state 11d,But,You shoul. be able to find out the
facte,without it being Wnown,now or ever, thru the F.B.I,

I should think - if it 1s important to you.

I want you to know taat I have always been ,perhaps,your
mwost ardent admirer-- because I believe in you- your Frénci-
ples,your great wisdom,and your love for numanity. And I
resent with all thate in me, the way Congress has opposed
every act you have deemed wise to enact,-except they were
all quiet as lambs,when the Banke were all crashing uall over
the nation,and you became Presid.nt,and savedine Banks and
the Country.- And the Congressmen. Thereare not wordse in
our vocabulary to express their disgraceful attitude.

And if I were a younger woman-instead of T2,Iwould speak
all over this country,showing that Congress 1s no longer
representing the "People"- its all party politleca,walch
I despise, Its my opinion that "the People"will overwhelmin-
ly elect you to a 4th term/as you have always been, but we
musft be too confidant- remembering how Pres.Wilson was
treated by Lodge and the other Republicane.- and sad to
Bay some mocrata.

I think Sen.Barclay/ dramatic speech wasavery grave
mistake on his part,

I listened to the eppech of tne Ghalmﬁ % the Democrat
lc party ewe last week in Dallas,and while' ‘the great
work ﬁhich you had done,I did not think ha" as "All out" fe
for you as he should have been- as he adle he would try to
elect any mand nominated,in the Dem.party"-- whereas if he
wants you to win,he ought not to be able to see any body
but Fraﬁiilin Delano Rooseveldt in tue Wnite Houae.He 18 a
fine speaker,and convincing,but he should snow tasat ne is
convinelngly for yous Thanking you,8lncerely yours,

A et l). Merg . (Mre.5.W.King.sr.) Pliaga desty



THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE
WASHINGTON 25 PAT y]

January 11, 1945

Dear Mr. President

I enclose an article on a
subject in which you are very much in-
terested, and hope you will take the time
to read it.

The President
The White House




O

Camvmepr,
- iy

1= i

Pory

Junior Star

Theaters—Radic—Musi

The Sundy Stae

. D, 0, JANUARY 7, 1945,

WAS

Editorial Page—Features

TWELVE PAGES,
Britain, Hardened by Wa

'RFC Gives Aid to Little Business

Seeks to Reverse Mortality Trend Resulting From War

T, RGN HHE G B quats o
MMM mm mmm mmmw mw Mmmh w”m mm mrmmm, m _mm m”

gy i iy i b i i
.m_um wwmnm MM mm“hmnm mmhm mwmwm MW wmmumm #.mmmw_m iy
“WWMM w_m mmm rwm Mmmmrmmmwmawmw mmmwwwﬁ ﬂw.___ m“m”ww”m._wm
H 2 $29 §a i [ i o prliinl Ak
3 m wwjm w_nmm_ i Mm:_mm_w ol E i il i mmmwﬁ i ___“.
Rt BRI Rl i ki il

. . HIHTEE it .mm_m —n
14 mﬁxmﬁagwwmﬁ ﬁaywaﬁyw_

Y A Sy A L

_mmmmmwa_%mwm@m;rg i §J¢h

. m umu i mmn —__ m*mu

£ il mmWWWh“ﬁm;zk e, m”mmm ;

w

Leans Toward Stern P

T TS o5
M.T m“m_“ T mmmm“
il 1 e
_E : b
e it 31_ grﬂ.
mm m EMaE 3 : i
m;w mwmm mm_m_ “ _nm m“ﬁ m_u_
i “%m s
Wﬂm.m,_,_,mwu_ mm_._ T e
[ TN A
mw_mm ] f
m“ i 155 2 i .m_ um mm.m__mm ._ i
me rmmw w“ m..m:wm :Mmmmm“ wmrm m_m i mm.mw“
23w R wn “.: .mm TR
e i Ut Ut
g3 Bl i
E iy < mm:m“m 1l mm 1 m::m%m_ﬂh_u_w __“._u_:.i




._-wm_ “m :
mm w .mmm_m__mm mmmM m..:w 12 1
m m m: an mmwm ; WWHWW mmmmm:wm atacns
: o Glgisa I £
tw“ M _m“w it Jmm I R ‘mhmmmmm i oy
_.Mm_.._ fst] :,Hmm mmmm mm m;m _m“mmmmmmmmwwmmmrmmw mmm S :m__
i ::: i 2 ”_m 21} mmm MHM wtmmtmmuwn pe mm uwm;wm mn.
__“__ ﬁ _h_ ity ittt 1S wmmﬁm iy mw_,_ E
_ __?_ il _ _“mmm e il mmmmmmm;m i Tig :M,F K
Gt il sl il i
“_m_w_. _Jmmﬂnmwm,mm E mmhm wmmm mMﬁMmm“mmMmmm mmmmmmmmmg m: m
“nwm- mm m- .m.*n m.m.uw - iw uw .mm - ggd um
m:_r m__.m“ Ay 1 ity T Ww&._ i mmﬁ_m; mm mm
.__mzm_wm m_mm: “wm mhm mmmwmmmwxmm“mwm mmmmmm :”w_ m:m_m*u:. . m,““.__rm
il ﬂ_mmm,mm el m mm wwmwmm niE “m..__,_mm:m Tt Tt sl
it _m_hmm i T e —— i
__m A mm_mr m_w E:mm g HeEs TR umﬁwﬁmﬁw_ R
gt mm 85 peiii __ m m ‘m.m wm 88 _::::z_w_.mmﬂnmmumﬁm_m
i it il e g H
Prdiigdelie mm. __.m m S5
_E_ m: _mrmmm;_ mM m §lEE il LELL
;w _E _m Em M Hm S _mww Wm _mm mrf Pt
i gy _ z% L p %E il : i
mm ._ il m_ R L i mmu i i
i mwmmww% il gl
Aoasib 3328 518 mnmmmm i :
_mm:m “mm“ wm ?mmwﬂwmwmm_m,mwn:nmm mwww“m mmwmm“m mmm wm Mmmmmmmwmm__.:::
___., mﬂ § #0 wn m“ m mmmmmmmm e mMmunmﬁmn mmmwwmmwwmm w.mwmmmmmmﬂummwm 33 mmmmnm_w“m”mm mmm
" w um:mmmmm .mmmm H mmmrm 3 mmmm ¥ :_m i mwﬂmum__mu FFTETTIN
um_ _ i _mw {IFHE i m i
HiiH : m I arm i i fhaitgpy i Mm i T T EL i
: il Mu_m Lttt i il il “a E
___ i m__mm iy %.mmm?wm ity mmm.mmmm_i mMm il
n u fEtEIRE SErIgiyiecs uh HM Tpitiiriirgy -
:. i mu mm :.m mmwm mw“ﬂmﬂmm;mmmmmmm Tn»mm = ”._“_muu __m m..m u
mm.m H mmm : mm i mmummw mmmmmmemnm mm mmmhm n 5 mm -uu 133
i il il mmmmwwmwwmwmmmm_mm Al il M_E
1] it wmw ; m“mmmwﬂw mm” m,mr m m m |
it Bl i bl
AT m__mmzm



%,

:m. il 4 i : T E:. Eu 14 ._u HI B 2
%imwmigm ﬁﬁmgégé

M mm.a . ; H u: mm_mr i mmm M% n ma“mmm =_: stil .,.__ _ww_m..mw

o fhils! m.___m:m.._.r hw__m_ _w ials ; .?m

ﬁﬂm_m.ﬁmi%m m““ ; s.%___a.u

mw-m -

i ;
% = “_; m.:_._z n. m Eu Mm H #mmm mmmm MHEMJ i “m = .ﬂ_ | _mn .
: M& m ,w m,mmm mumm M_h_m i —__ ,_r _ﬂM il
£ |: u.m et g m. i ._
: wﬂ_m“ hm_ni._gm mhhmm_ﬂm_m IR “q,__ i __,_.
M_; .Mm i it [ T & 4Tl
91 mﬁm_mmm“w, _m [ B & |

m"

mm: ._mm_ Sty fail E. __Mb TR
m“mmﬂ_ﬂ__ﬁmawﬂ m.mﬁmwm “mm_.m_m_mm%m___ma___m
RHTH § el HEER

3 .._m_M—ma% “m _ mM mu i _m mm mu i _ ‘Mm_.mﬂ

i w__n_ﬂ_”_w, ."___“_“&__ i mm__..

.m. g

bl
© o fusg ) e
i 4 _Eh ﬁ_ wm _m_mm _ :
{ mmmm ..w“
m_m: -wm
: “E_m: iy =
NW ._ m—m_.m.mw_w_wu m“..... b |
i ! i
r CIRE: ”“: e
= i gl %_v s
..W.a m m.m|m :n_ u_t. : un »u i .J# Eg2iTe1y
< | mw = __m“. Lm i ﬂw_a b mv M
2§ i i
311 _ E:_ _.E_, 14 ___.
o st mmwz_ mmhm_m_m, m_.m: %m.

O Lo




Sy

T T T— i .
mm. i mmmm gl ._mmw_w i mmwmmw A
il m“m_w__m: mw. mﬁ. mﬁmﬁ_mm‘ fili mmwwmwm ikt
Ta@ﬁaazﬁﬁwmﬁﬁfﬂ%%ﬁﬂ ﬂ%¢mmmm_
ﬂ Mm.mmtmm mmuﬂm Mﬂmu mwmun. munm w1 mm.wu.numnmmh uumuﬂuhhmwnu% T
i, e R o
“r “u.._ mr_nmmw .mmm m"mm_ m.m_;w”mhm _,m memh mmmm w..m
___m_ﬁwu mw_”m Emmma ﬁw mmm wﬁmmmﬁww mwm wmrh mum_ Lw
uuuw ¥ ] _-mm ...._:.muu YL
el i hﬂm i i hmmh % wmm 2 L il mmmmm mm_u_m :m Mwmnm i
5 i i . .
a_ﬁ el AR g ol et I
hi u. ii] 41 éaﬁmwmm wﬁm i m.wmwwmmw._@mm_wﬁwmﬂ o mmm I ,_.“ m
—w*“_m “ I _zm_ mwm“m :mmm“ ; wmwm Fm _ m_%
wmw_t, el e il i ._mn mm__: |
. umaﬂmhmg sl jibt T:._ m‘ mm e
nt mz“ .mMm_m.mmmh.:.“mmn.ﬂm._:z “E m?._w“ _um: ia
___m s g .
._ Wmmmuum.mm —..__m_ ._ m“ m 1
Mnm mm-._. wmmm—_m-u .u“u m mm-u
mm. E um “__ m_w:m u_u_mw_f
m___ i g m__ m: E, fit s m
i T _ME it
51 wmmmw mm“:ﬁ uwm i
o Ly Www__w_mmm _wm,._,_;mm 4
_—_- X Bt m
_m. _m TR E m»mun e
= .“.._m.““mw _wﬁ sl kit il) il
sillin am._“ “_w_wmm it Er_ _mw.ﬁwﬂ o
E..m il Twmmm i MM i “mm_“mmwm L &___
m_m Gighallys m_:: it .:_m,mi il ___h_.MM A _
__m“_ u e r&mm:. _m.“ N Lm.m “mmﬁw uﬂm_wh E mﬂ—_ m_. .__. m.m -
mr_“.. i _r_“__._:_mww_,_a :mw il mﬂ i




i }‘“/ﬂ‘uf‘iu.-vr

mm mm T mwm_ mmh. mm“m
dm n : h.m
_ux mm“m_-m. mm_
.w.v _mm “....:wmr .Emm m_?_

i Em il I i

Japuary 20, 1945«

A\



you tha

a3 very

these past
Always sincerely,

i ¥
fj § :
it » w
B ,
3 m



EXECUTIVE OWDER

ViL. o

THANSFERRING FUNCTIONS OF [4% FEDERAL LOAN
ACENCY TO THE DEPAATMENT OF COMMERCE

Whereas by an Executive order {ssued this date under Title
I of the First war Powers Act seversl agencies were transferred from
the Federsl Loan Ageacy te the Hablonel fousing Agency established by
sush order, am it io deamsd advigeble that the remalning functions of
the Federal Loan Apency be admlulstervd in tne Feperunent of Commorce;

How, Lherefore, by virtue of the authority vested in me by
Title I of the First hur Povers pct, 141, spproved Decesber 18, 1udl,
it is hereby ordered as Jollewsp

Sec. 1. Transfer of Functione,
e Federal Loan .igonc g.ol i
B Lo Lhe decongiruction Pinance
oReLl Authorivy, (50 Morigage Oompany, Federcl National Mortgage
Associatlon, WML Corperafion, Rxgort~Iaport Bunk of Washington,
Defense Plant Jorporatiofy—wbger Regeive Compuny, Metals deserve
Company, Defense Supplics Oorporam nd Jar Ingurance Corporation,
together with all otnsr functiions, power? Gl dutlss noi tranaferred
by the bxucutive order esteldishing the Natiens ' sl L
iransferrea to th : L Comis . sk

0
Electrie

Tution P

Sec. 2. Transfer of Records, rroperiy, end Personnel,
ALl records wel property {hnEquin_; offial uquipnent) ang &Ll per-
sonnel of the Fudersl Loan Agwacy used in the amiinistration of the
funetions transferred by this orger arc trinsferrea o the Depart-
ment of Commurce for uge in the esinistration of i funktions
transferred by thls order.

Sec. 3. Transfer of Funas, S0 much of the unexpended
balances of the approprict Jls,muzinna, or othur funds avail-
dble or to be mede available for the uee of the Foderal Loan Agency
in the exurelsu of mmy function transferred by this order, us the
Director of the Furcaw of the Budget with the &porovel of the President
shall determine, shell be trensforred to the Department of Commurce
for use in connuetion with the exurelse of the finctlons so trung-
furred. In avtersining thy smeunt to be transferred tae Dirccotor of
the Buresu of the Budgut mey include on amount to provide for the
liquidation of cbligations incurrud against such appropriations,
éllocations, or other funcs pricr 49 the trunafur,

Suc. 4. Effective wno Temdnaotion Dates. This order shall
become ¢Ifective as™ ol the dulbe . Harcof anc SHall continuw in foroe
and effect untll t terwination of Pitle I of the First dar Powurs
#et, 1w4l.

FHAWKELIN D. ROOSEVELT

THE WHITK HOUSE,
February 24, 194%,
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John B, Blandford, Jr., siuce the fall of 1939, has been
.urﬂu ns the Assistant Director of the Bureau of th_- Budget. From
1533 ¥§ the time of hi--upgniutnnnt to the Dureauhe held the position
of Coordinator and later General Manager of the Tennessee Till;r'Authnrity.

He wns formerly Director of sublic Safety 1ﬁ flnnlnnutl in
. charge of police, fire, welfary and buildings hmﬁﬁn; Iu.nd Director
of the Cincinnati Bureau of Municipal Rosearch., Biandford has also
besn Director of Governmental lessaror of the Mewerd, li. J., Chambar
of Commerce, .Mlil‘tmt to the City llansger, setersburg, Virginia,
and engineer with the Toxas Company in Toxas and Virginia. For sev-
eral monthe in 1929 Blandford sorved ms & cwabor of the President's
=margency Committee for Employment under the chsim:anship of Colonsl
sarthur Yoods.

Kr. m:ml.fnrﬂ. wans born in low York in LB97. I:In graduated
from Stovens Institute of Technology with the degree nf Mechanieal
~fglnoer and later studiod Public Administration and became a staff
mambar of tha Hational Institute of PfJ._'blii: Adainistration. During
the first World War he served in the U. 8. Heval Aviation Service.

He 1.!. & mazbor of the American Soclaty for Public Administra-
tion; the City Managers' Assoclation, American Public H;Lrn:n Associs=

tion, mnd the British Institute of Publis Adninistration.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 22, 1945,

M DECLASSIFIED
puty Archivist of the U.8,

MEMORANDUX FOR By W. J. Stewart ;Ethe‘:‘ : 1972
THE SECRLTARY OF COMMERCE;

If you have any urgent mossages whioch
Jou wish to get to me, I suggest you send
then through the White Houss Map Room,
However, only absolutely urgent messages
should be sent via the Map Room. May I
ask that you make them as brief as posaible
in order not to tie up communieations, I
you have very lengthy mescages the Mav Room
officer will have to exercise his dis-
oretion as to whether it i vhysically
possible to send them by radio or whether
they will have to be sent by pouch,

F.D.R,

(Ihontical wtmes sk B all Labinsl Depbire
¥ Mime wa--f- Cedam. Adrosom. ne Ahee ftu -
ﬂm.&mﬁm 1.44j
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THIS MAN JONES

By
Paur WakermeLn
and

Ricuann LintHicum

(Reproduced through courtesy Houston Post-Dispatch)
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Jesse HoLmaAN Jones
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ESSE HOLMAN JONES, unanimously indorsed as the choice of Texas
Democracy for the presidential nomination by the Texas State Convention;

the Archimedes who “moved the center of political gravity from New
York to Houston™ when he persuaded the Democratic National Committee to select his
home city as the site of the Democratic National Convention of 1928, is a new star of
first magnitude in the democratic firmament, but primarily a business man with huge
interests in the Lone Star State and in New York City. He is sometimes described
as the "leading citizen of Texas™ and sometimes as the “leading citizen of the South.”

Those who best know his attitude on political affairs and matters of government and
who can recall his long and intimate friendship with President Wilson and his war serv-
ices in Washington and abroad, rank him as an idealist of the Wilson type and accredit
him with the mind of a statesman and the attainments of a scholar,

In the business world his titles are those of master builder, banker, lumberman and
newspaper owner and publisher. Upward of forty magnificent buildings in Texas and
New York make up his record to date as a master builder, In Houston alone there are
twenty-odd office and business buildings, including the eighteen-story Rice Hotel, with
one thousand rooms, the largest in the South, and the sixteen-story Lamar Hotel, with a
ten-story adjoining building, the whole covering an entire city block, all built, owned and
operated by him. His latest structure in Houston is a thirty-five-story tower type office
and bank building, almost completed.

As the active chairman of the committee of arrangements, or convention committee,
of the Democratic National Committee, he supervised the erection in that city the largest
convention hall in the world, accommodating upward of twenty thousand people where
this year's national convention will be held, A unique feature of this Coliseum, Sam Hous-
ton Hall it is called, is a panel of open wire work around the upper part of the building,
providing perfect ventilation and through which several thousand spectators outside the
building, from a raised platform can see as well as hear the proceedings of the convention.

Page Five
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Buildings constructed, owned and operated in Houston by Jesse H Jomes

B Mewrty Farsiiure Building
% Wells Farge Maslding

. Elerivic Balding

1h. Cadillas Building

P Pamer MWoiel and MWeropoluss Thesire
2. Avary amd Offce Buildisy ssder Con
sruition cormer of Mas Siveel snd Rusk

Avgmmp
b Massm, Foatwr and Gul] Basdings
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In Fort Worth and Dallas, Mr. Jones has built a number of the finest buildings in
those cities, including a large modern hotel in the former city.

In New York City there are six huge structures, office buildings and apartment ho-
tels erected and owned by the Houston Propzrties Corporation of New York, of which
Mr. Jones is the principal owner. His latest building there is a forty-four-story struc
ture.

Mr. Jones is president of the National Bank of Commerce of Houston; chairman of
the board and president of the Bankers Mortgage Company, a consolidation of two large
trust companies; president of Jesse H. Jones and Company, representing his lumber, farm-
ing and collateral interests, in addition to being the executive head of the corporation rep:
resenting his New York real estate holdings; he is also owner and publisher of The Hous-
ton Chronicle, one of the largest daily newspapers in the South.

~a modern builder
Summons d power-

ful force

JEESF. H. JONES has no magic lamp, but his Aladdin-like achievements suggest the
possesion of a magical mind and an attendant genii, Aladdin had but to rub the magic ves:
sel to summon the “slave of the lamp,” who by a wave of his wand created beautiful
castles, Seemingly the friction from the quick mind of the modern builder summons an
equally powerful force and great palaces of trade and business, hostelries and apartment
dwellings arise to form new sky lines, to transform the landscape and to raise the stand-
ard of the life of communities.

And the facts that constitute the details of Mr. Jones” career as a master builder, the
wonderful transformation he hag wrought in the architectural aspect of Texas communities
until some of the more important like Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth and others, are los-
ing all of their carlier characteristics in this respect and their business sections beginning to
resemble the business centers of modern metropolitan cities, are as wonderful and fascinat-
ing as the fiction of Aladdin and his magic lamp. The benefits to the cities which have
felt this magic touch are not in the mere addition of steel and stone and mortar, but are re-
flected in the activities and aspirations of their business life, permeating the entire life of
the commurnities.

Many have attempted to account for the prevision and genius of Empire builders like
Cecil Rhodes, the late James |. Hill and others, When those qualities shall be accounted
for it will probably be found that they did not differ much, if any, from the prevision and
genius of Jesse H. Jones, who rears superstructures upon the broad foundations the
builders of Empire laid and gives a finishing touch to their mighty work.

Page Neven
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Buildings constricted, oumed and operated in Houston by Jesse H. Jones
g f 3 J

I Kieby Buildong *. Wenfeorik Rudlding |r (TR L —— Wuilding
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~the traveler
returning from Europe —/‘

The traveler returning from Europe, who finds the sky line of New York changed
with each returning trip, could, if he but knew, trace among others, the undulations in the
line made by the hand and brain of Jesse H. Jones.

He began his business career, without capital, as an employee of the M. T, Jones Lum-
ber company of Diallas, controlled by an uncle. He was made manager of the business be-
fore he was twenty-one years old. He handled the affairs of that company in Texas and
Oklahoma, and moved to Houston in 1898, In the exact space of thirty years he has be-
come one of the state’s wealthiest citizens,

= n the presidential
campaign of 1924

The attention of national leaders of the democratic party was first attracted to Mr.
Jones in the presidential campaign of 1924, in which he served as director of finance of the
Democratic National Committee, an office which he still holds. When he was about o
board the steamer for a European trip he was induced to accept this office to aid his close
personal friend, John W. Davis. Since the close of that campaign, in connection with the
democratic national chairman, Clem L. Shaver, he converted a party deficit into a working
surplus for the 1928 campaign, after providing for all of the expenses for running the party
machinery between times and of the Democratic National Convention this year. These in-
valuable party services have won the appreciation of party leaders throughout the country
and coupled with his master stroke of winning the National Convention for Houston have
brought him into unusual prominence as a national party leader and a possible presidential

NOmInee,
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When Houston came under consideration as the seat of this year's national conven-
tion there were indulgent smiles amang the unknowing, followed by surprise when the de
cigion was announced, and cimaxed by admiration for the man who had worked an appar-
ent miracle. The financial inducements were attractive, of course, but other cities, notably
San Francisco, represented by that veteran committeeman, [sadore Dockweiler, who never
attends a pre-convention meeting of the national committee in 2 presidential year without
a certified check for $200,000 in his pocket, offered larger financial inducements by §50,-
000. Houston won because the far-sightedness of Jesse Jones had seen the party advantage
of holding the convention in the South this year. The psychology of the situation was
with him, and by the same direct methods that characterize him as a business man, he pre-
sented his case in such a clear and convincing way that there was no resisting him. He
won, not only because Houston was willing to provide a liberal fund for the convention,
but also because he had an invincible case and was able to outthink the other contestants
in presenting it to his colleagues on the committee,

It 1s not Likely that there ever was a more dramatic meeting of the Democratic Na-
tional Convention Committee than the one kst winter when Jesse H. Jones capeured the
meeting for Houston,

Characteristic of the way he does things, he went to the convention without any ad-
vance fanfare about his plans, Editors who were watching their news wires for the flash
an the winner saw Houston's name entered and never gave it a second thoughe,

"Too small a town; too far away from the center of things,” they thought,

San Francisco made a large bid, Detrait came in enumerating its advantages, and other
towns offered their claims. The vaoting narrowed down to San Frincisco and editors
watched the bulletins with mounting surpriss. Finally, speeding over the wires came the
announcement that Jones and Houston had won,

™ Democrats
choose Houston

Extras spread the news in Houston in short time, Everywhere it was received with
awe and admiration for Jesse H. Jones, Leaders of the city banded together and started
preliminary plans at once.

M. Jones trip back home was a procession of triumph from the minute he crossed
into the Lone Star State. At every station crowds met and cheered until he came out to
speak a few words with them. Not a fewtcarried banners of “Jones for president,” 2 sent-
ment which has found favor over a large area in the Southwest.

Old timers there say that the reception for Mr. Jones was the greatest Houston ever
has given an individual. Between 35,000 and $0,000 people blocked streets to the railway
station where he arrived and hung on every word he spoke to them, Bombs from speeding
planes overhead burst in the air, bands blared, whistles all over the city blew themselves
hoarse. When he arose to speak, Mr. Jones disclaimed the honor for himself, sharing it
with others, and told Houstonians they must meet the obligation with true Southern hos-

pitality.
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A few days later some 600 persons fought to get in the banguet hall to do him honor,
Speaker after speaker arose and paid him honor first as a man, as a builder, as a citizen,
who had done mare for his city than any other man, as a figure who had passed the boun-
daries of his native town and had become 4 nation-wide figure.

One Dr. Stockton Axson, of the faculty of Rice Institute and a brother-inlaw of
Woodrow Wilson, spoke, saying:

"1 say to you tonight that Jesse H. Jones has passed all local boundaries. He is now
a great national figure, 1 know that his principles are those of Woodrow Wilson and were
Wilson alive today 1 believe that 1 am safe in saying that he would favor Mr, Jones, of
all men, to be president of the United States.”

The friendship of Wilson for this boy from the Tennessee Hills, now a graying, ma-
jestic figure of a man with soft grey eyes and charming manner, was one of the greatest
factors in his life, his friends say,

And on the night that he sat in that great banquet hall, amid the encircling smiles of
his friends and heard their warm expressions of friendship, this attachment of the great
wartime leader came back, a living, glowing thing, to do him even greater honor.

The chief assets of men who have won distinguished success in political leadership and
public life are brains and personality. Jesse H. Jones has an ample supply of both. A highly
attractive personality is usually defined as “personal magnetism,” and is manifested in as
many different forms as there are men who possess it. Thue the personal magnetism of
Blaine was as much in contrast with that of Rocsevelt as Bryan's attractive personality
differs from that of Governor Smith. Woodrow Wilkon brought the world to his feet
through the force of his transcendant intellect and humane ideals rather than by any per-
sonal magnetism in the popular acceptance of that term.

But “personality™ and “personal magnetism” are such indefinable qualities that it is
difficult if not impossible to translate them into words, They can best be expressed by ex-
plaining the reaction they have upon others.

a Welshman

There is an old proverb that “when one meets a Welshman, he meets a true man,”
It was probably written by a Welshman, but, nevertheless, that is the indelible impression
left upon those who come in personal contact with Jesse H. Jones, whose name tells his
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Welsh descent as do the names of Jefferson, Davis, Williams, Lewis, Thomas and others
of that blood, whose illustrious deeds have given new lustre to the South and to Democ-
racy. Mr. Jones would attract attentioh in any group or gathering—even at Forty-second
street and Broadway, where the world goes by, and where there is fierce competition to be
noticed—as about as perfect a physical specimen of American manhood as is to be found
anywhere. He is of a eypical type for which his native state of Tennessee is noted—six feet
three inches tall, broad shoulders and well proportioned, There s nothing about his per-
sonal appearance that would identify him with Tennessee or any section of the country,
Midwest or Farwest, any more than New York. In dress, in bearing and in manner he is
as much cosmopolitan as metropolitan, His strong, handsome features are in accord with
his general physical appearance and accentuated by his rapidly whitening hair.

His voice is evenly modulated, with a musical .quality belonging to the best orators,
There is a friendliness and kindness and sincerity in his voice and manner, which latter is
whally devaid of affectations. His speech is direct and lucid, without involutions that leave
any doube of his meaning,

He listens to what is said to him and says what he has to say without giving any im-
pression of arrogance or haste or hurry, and yet he has more details of large affairs to en-
gage his time and thought than any other man in the state of Texas and none the less than
men elsewhere who are directing enormous diversified business interests.

The one thing that puzzles even those who surround him s the ease with which he
apparently gets through the heavy demands of each strenuous day; his unruffled, calm,
good nature and apparent leisure, despite his multifarious activities. And yet when the
day is done, everything has been attended to that requires his personal attention, This can
only be accounted for by his power to concentrate upon the matter in hand at the moment,
enabling him to dispose of it in the least possible time and in the most agreeable way—no
fuss, no flurry, no lost motion, no wasted moment, -

“aptly described by

an old Houstonian

This characteristic of Mr, Jones was aptly described by an old Houstonian, who said:
*He's got more business to attend to than any other man here, but no matter how much
he has to do he always has time for something else.”

The impression he leaves upon a visitor 15 stimulating and lasting. No man can come
in contact with Jesse H. Jones and go away without a feeling of friendliness for him, height-
ened by a consciousness that the friendliness is reciprocal. Many strong friends of Gov-
emnor Smith attribute this same quality of personality to him as tha one more than any
other that binds men to him in lasting friendships. Mr. Jones' wvisicor, too, will have the
inescapable impression that he has met a great man, a friendly, kindly man; an unselfish
man, who seeks to promote the public welfare as well as his individual interests; a man
of imagination and vision, with an alert mind, a sympathetic temperament and a warm
heart.
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| political lines

( Moreover, if the ralk happens to be an political lines he will be impressed with the
idea that the growing complexities of our system of government could be better salved by
men of this type, who successfully direct great enterprises that reflect their own integrity
and mental sufficiency. It js natural, therefore, chat the People who know Jesse H. Jones

' best and are friends of good government; of 3 government with high ideals and sound ma.
terial palicies, are encouraged by the fact that he, and some others like him, are coming
mare and more to take a keen interest in political affajes and party activities and give of
their time and means to promaote the efficiency of Bovernment and to aid in giving this re-
public its rightful place as a model and as the moral leader of the nations of the warld

What may be the aspirations of Mr, Jones o figure individually in the public life
of America, this writer does not know, but if he have ambition in that particular. or a
willingness to accede ko public demand, he may go far—perhaps to the summit. In so far as
the people of Texas could determine the matter he could have anything he wants or is wil-
ling to take. Their affection for him amounts to devotion, and the same s relatively true in
other parts of the South, and s becoming manifest some circles of parey leadership,
The democratic party throughout the nation is tapidly becoming acquainted with his preat
qualities of citizenship, leadership, and busin ess genius. Those who know of him only
through his exhibition of financial acumen which rased the national party organization
from bankrupecy to salvency, and therefore know him least, are anxious to know more
about him,

His palitical light has long shone above the horizon, but until this year has not ap-
proached near enough to the zenith 1o he visible in all sections of the country, To those
who know him now only as the man who captured the Democratic National Convention

{ for Houston, he might be mistaken for a comet flashing across the sky to disappear into
unknown space; but to those who know of his long devotion tn Jeffersonian principles and
doctrine, his faithful and selfeffacing services to the Wilson Administration: his personal

4 devotion to that great modern interpreter aof democracy; his personal sacrifice to direct
the finances of the lase campaign, he is recognized as a star of the first magnitude in the

democratic planetary system, and one whose light has prown stronger with the years
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nes, Joseph Twmulty and President Woodrow Wilson heading

the great Red Cross parade in New York in 1917



Sthe first since
Charleston in 1860

HIS victory in the national committee when he induced its members to abandon a
mistaken custom in effect since the Civil War of ignoring the claims and interests of the
party in the South was a master stroke of politics. The Houston convention, strictly
speaking, will be the first Democratic National Convention to be held in the South since
the convention at Charleston, in 1860, The Baltimore convention, although held in a city
of strong Southern proclivities, was a border state convention, rather than a Southern
convention. The Houston convention is a recognition of the South as an integral part of
the democratic party in the nation: that it has the same claims to party consideration as
any other section; that its loyalty in furnishing a solid electoral vote to the party every four
years despite the fact that the other sections have raised a barrier against the nomination of
a Southern man for president for nearly three score years, is recognized and appreciated, [t
is a belated tribute that Jesse Jones brings from the other sections of the country to his
native Southland, but it is a genuine one, and perhaps a prophetic one in forecasting an
end to party sectionalism and insuring national party salidarity of action and interest.

And this master stroke was characteristic of all the major activities of Mr. Jones, He
starts with a sound premise and a just cause. He does his thinking before he acts, and
therefore knows what he wants and how to get it. He keeps his plans to himself until he is
ready to act. Then he moves quickly and surely to his objective. If he talks about it pub-
licly, it is an ex-post facto deliverance—after it is all over.

Mr. Janes is recognized throughout his state as a great civic leader, whose sense of civic
duty is not measured by local boundaries, Two years ago he was named as director gen-
eral of the Texas Centennial to be held in 1936, and he has already evolved a tentative
plan for the observance of this centennial that is unique in its originality and magnitude.
He has conceived a celebration that leaps beyond the bounds ever set in these United
States,
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a vast project

Where, in the past, Chicago and St. Louis had their world fairs and Califernia its
Panama Exposition, Mr. Jones proposes a vast project that will give the entire state of
Texas a vital, living part in the observance of its hundredth birthday. Briefly, he proposes
a dozen different observances in as many different parts of the state, each a separate under-
taking and each glorifying some outstanding incident or endeavor in Texas' growth from a
vassal state to a republic and finally to the largest of the states of the union,

At San Antonio he suggested a celebration to honor those men who fought to the
death and asked no quarter against the overwhelming odds of Santa Anna, those men of
whom it has been said: “Thermopylae had its messenger of defeat; The Alamo had none.”

Near Houston, on the San Jacinto Battlegrounds, he suggested a huge pageant com-
memorating the battle of General Sam Houston's six hundred troops against Santa Anna's
thousands which won Texas' Independence.

Other features would be a shrine at Goliad for the heroes who were massacred there:
a celebration at Matagorda Bay where LaSalle landed; an observance at Austin, capital
seat, possibly of an educational nature built around Texas University; a great farming and
engineering laboratory at College Station, home of Texas Agricultural and Mechanical
College; a vast panorama on the plains country depicting the days when the buffalo and
steer ran wild and the Indians and plainsmen moved among them; an exposition in the fer-
tile Rio Grande Valley to show its wonderful strides and possibilities; another exposition
in the vicinity of Dallas and Fort Warth, glorifying the black land farming belt; a shrine
at Nacogdoches to recall the work of East Texas settlers for independence and a memorial
at Columbia, first capital of Texas.
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'Iheﬂmmnialhubcmﬂﬂudﬂ‘m“mmt dream of the Master Builder” and it
over-shadows in size and conception anything of its kind undertaken in the United States.
lthubwnpmw:dnsthegrumuvisimnfﬂmman whose visions have built lasting memo-
rials in business edifices over the nation.

The late Woodrow Wilson admired Jesse Jones as a great business genius and had
an affectionate regard for him as a personal friend, Unquestionably the close association
with Mr. Wilson inspired Jesse Jones as no other influence in his life. His outlook became
tinged with the Wilsonian principles and the contact served to give him a national as well
as international viewpoint,

; e
SPresident Wilson =~ < |
appointed him

i)

i
.-»—J-J:f

Mr. Jones was made Director General of the Department of Military Relief of the
American Red Cross during the World War, in July 1917, and President Wilson ap-
pointed him a member of the Red Cross War Council. The mighty task that faced Mr.
Jones was an almost world-wide challenge to his organizing genius. He met the challenge
standing up and won world-wide accliim for his laber,

The Department of Military Relief was one of the major divisions of the American
Red Cross. It was made up of bureaus of GIMp service, canteen service, sanitary service,
maotar service, medical service and construction.

Director General Jones organized 50 hase hospitals. He recruited 145 ambulance
units of 124 men each, He improved sanitary conditions around camps and maintained
canteens and rest stations at several hundred railroad stations and embarkation points,

Army offiicials unhesitatingly give his work credit for a great deal of the good
health and morale that was noticeable in the American doughboy and the will to win
that was generated back in the camps that Mr. Jones looked out for.

Then, when the war was over and the Allied troops came sailing home victorious, My,
Jones was called upon to help consalidate the Red Cross work that had been done. He wis
an American delegate to the Red Cross Conference at Cannes, France, and Geneva, Switz-
erland, in 1919, and aided in organiging the League of Red Cross Societies,

The years of contact and friendship between President Wilson and Jesse H. Jones
were intellectually congenial as well as politically. Mr. Jones had no such background as
a scholar as did his great and good friend, A few terms in a rural Tennessee school and a
course in a Texas commercial college comprise his institutional schooling, but in the coupee
of his remarkably active life he has acquired enviable scholarly attanments, while at the
same time developing a talent for statecraft. These talents are so well recognized that in
1926 the degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred upon him by Southwestern University,
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Georgetown, and in 1927, he was given the same degree by the Southern Methodise Uni-
versity at Dallas, A few years ago he delivered the address o the graduating class of
Southwestern, clothed in such simple language and = impressive in thought that &«
brought to him laudatory comment from many eminent and learned men.

“eyou laid down
a doctrine of life"

“You laid down a doctrine of life that will do these youngsters good,” wrote Chief
Justice William Howard Taft of the Supreme Court of the United Seates,

"I had great pleasure in reading it and subscribe to every word you said therein,” was
the comment of Charles M. Schwab.

“I have just been reading with much interest the address you made at Southwestern
University and this is simply a note to congratulate you on it,” was the comment of Dr.
Livingstone Farrand, president of Cornell University,

“It was a wise and thoughtful discourse and deserves to be taken to heart by all who
heard it or read it,”" came from Judge Robert 5. Lovett,

Of late years Mr. Jones has developed his talent for expression until he is now an
accomplished public speaker. His speeches read smoothly: his words flow easily; thoughts
are expressed in their logical sequence. He knows how to fit his utterances to the occasion,
Thus, in a speech at a cattlemen’s convention when he was excoriating the thievery of pub-
lic officials who have been exposed from time since the return of the republican party to
power in 1921, he declared: “We are going to drive the thieves out of office just as you
cattlemen drove the cattle thieves out of Texas.” His audience understood that: they
had a mind picture of the thieves in public office stealing from honest citizens just as the
cattle thieves had stolen cattle from the honest Texas cattle raisers: they realized the des-
picable nature of the crime, and they visualized themselves driving out the political
thieves as the cattlemen had driven out the cattle thieves, The cheers were loud and long,
with an occasional yell reminiscent of the old days when the cattle thieves were in full
flight and the cattlemen in hot pursuit.

Mot only has Mr. Jones overcome his early reluctance to public speaking, but he has
given to his speeches that exactness of thought that makes them so effective. In committing
his thoughts to paper, whether it be a speech, or a business or palitical communication, he
is never satisfied until he has revised and changed and corrected words and sentences
to give them the exact form that suits him, He weighs the value of a word as carefully
as an assayer weighs gold dust, and shapes and reshapes his sentences until they convey
the exact shade of meaning he wishes them to convey. This habit of writing is perhaps an
index to his habit of thought in business affairs. That is to say, to reduce his problems to a
state of accuracy, clarity and terseness before acting upon them,
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Altogether, here is a man of many attainments and of qualities of greatness often de-
seribed as genius. He is a dreamer of dreams and quickly sees the dreams materialize; he is
4 builder under whose magic touch sky-scrapers seem to rear upward over night; he is a
Banker with a knowledge of money conditions that amazes other bankers; he is a publisher
with the heart of a true newspaperman, a deep sense of fairness in all things and publica-
tion of all topics conservatively and truthfully; and last, he is known by his closest friends
as a great philanthropist. Stories of his acts of philanthropy leak out now and then to be
told with shining eyes and a lump in the throat.

What is the secret of the uniform, marvelous success of Jesse H. Jones in all his
uhdertakings, huge and comparatively small? He himself perhaps could not answer to his
otwn complete satisfaction. Great men are usually modest concerning their own abilities,
of genius or the particular quality that makes them great, and Mr. Jones is no exception,
Sbme of them may be the least conscious of all, that they possess powers other than what
they consider ordinary processes of their minds and: natural instincts and impulses,
Whatever that transcendant quality may be, it is certain that it is the product of years
of development and that one must go far back in the life of every man or woman who
has it in order to understand it and give it even the semblance of a definition.

“his father had
a tobacco farm

Thus in the boyhood of Jesse H. Jones, it is found that while always an intense
worker he was not overly fond of work merely for work’s sake but wanted always to
get the job done and done well, whatever it was, and as quickly as possible. His father |
had a tobacco farm with many croppers, and employing a large number of farm hands, |
mostly colored, and Jesse himself had a small acreage of his own, which he cultivated—
the proceeds from which belonged to him. One of Horatio Alger’s boys would have
worked days—and nights, when necessary—to keep that tobacco free from worms and
weeds, But young Jesse Jones was not a type of the Alger boy except in the matters of
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honesty and faimess and good nature and manly qualities; but he was not enamored
alone with lonely manual labor, Thinking and fellowship were more in his line, and he
could think ahead as well as for the present. A little clear thinking got his tobacco patch
worked and “wormed.” In the odd hours and spare time of the cropper and farm hands
they worked the boy's tobacen patch while the boy planter bossed the job, took a hand’s
part and saw that it was well done, and all hands, he included, had a good time—a sort
of picnic in the doing.

At the age of twelve he had discovered one of the great secrets of success: To do noth
ing yourself that you can get others to do for you—on a fair basis, of course—and then to
see that they do it right, A great army of men and women now do the work in the enter-
prises of which Jesse H. Jones is the head and with the details of which he is in intimate
touch; he sees that they do it right, with the same equanimity he exhibited as a youth.

Jesse H. Jones explodes all theories of the modern stories wherein the capitalist ex-
ecutive is painted as working like a human dynamo or s much chain lightning. Mr,
Jones spoils that fiction characterization completely, His calmness, simplicity and the com-
plete case of manner with which he approaches the problem of directing and creating his
enterprises; his adroit handling of political problems, these and other talents have given
him a dominant place as an outstanding leader in the democratic party and indicate clear-
ly that he has traveled many roads often. Those who have worked close to him for any
length of time know there is a sure caution linked with this ease of accomplishment which
makes false steps a complete stranger to this man,

His powers of concentrated thought are concealed behind a slow and engaging
smile—a smile with a meditative element which has both warmth and humaneness, Through
a natural slowness of speech he has developed a verbal restraint which has made him
a wizard of words in their choice and application. He is a genius in the conservation of
mental motion. His thoughts when expressed seem to be born with legs on which they
stand straight and upright.

It is difficult to place a finger on his greatest talent, so varied are his abilities, From
his boyhood associates at old Hopewell School in Robertson County, Tennessee, where
he was born, come many stories which pointed clearly towards the genius for organization
which he afterward developed.

“at the lumber yard
of his uncle

The accompanying information from the time he worked with the other hired hands
as a country boy on his fathers’ tobacco plantation in Robertson County, Tennessee,
where he was borm April 5, 1874, through his early business training with his uncle in
Dallas, Texas, and later to his rise to a high place in finance and now a leader in nation-
al politics, has been compiled from many sources,
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Jesse H. Jones at the age of 17

when he worked a small farm in

Robertson County, Tennessee

Jesse H. Jones at the age of five



When the writer set about to secure family photographs and data of Jesse Jones as
a boy and the environment in which he grew up, he learned at the outset that sources of
nformation on his early life were limited to a discouragingly small number. This made
getting the facts the more interesting. The object was to get a true composite picture of
the boy and man,

The first thing to consider was that little or nothing had been written about the for-
mative period of this very extraordinary man’s life. For the most part newspaper and
magazine writers had concerned themselves with the man as 2 builder and financier,

Secking a term to sum up his genius for building and his contribution of more than
a score of buildings to a Texas city skyline, one writer gave him the title of “Master Build-
er,” trite but nevertheless true, but limited to the man well rounded out by years of ac-
tivity and accomplishment, Always the bay seemed to be overlooked; his boyhood seemed
to be vague and far away.

No one had gone back of his arrival as a young man in Dallas to take up his duties
as a clerk at the lumber yard of his uncle, M, T, Jones.

By reason af the fact that he was removed g0 completely from the scenes of his boy:
hood in Robertson County and later at Adairsville, Kentucky, his second home, there
were barely half a dozen people in Texas familiar with the early chapters of his life.

From ]. B. Farthing, his earliest school teacher at old Hopewell School, Robertson
County, Tennessee, we learn that “Jesse Jones in school as a youngster was not particu-
larly bright nor did he differ greatly from the other boys of the countryside who attended
old Hopewell. If I was impressed by any different trait of Jesse Jones as a youngster it
was his genius for getting into scraps which his brother, John, always scemed to pull
him safely out of. He never seemed to study wery hard nor did he seem to need to. His
lessons were always fair and his grades averaged hjgh enough not to cause him any
worry from me. It can be said with truth and without discredit to the man that Jesse
H. Jones was a typical example of the rural boy of his time who was not without a
goodly amount of devilment in him,

“the old blueback
spelling book and
Appleton reader

"He used the old Blueback Spelling Book and the Appleton Reader, geography, and
a limited amount of arithmetic. So far as [ have been able to learn Jesse Jones missed
grammar and its use completely. Although a victim of the rural school system, which pre-
vailed at that time in so far as grammar was concerned, he was to later develop the art
of self expression to a fine degree. This was done before he had reached the mark of
two score years. That which he lacked as a young man he seemed to master before he
reached forty, As a young man he liked hunting and fishing but was always a clean
sportsman and observed the ethics thereof.”

Fage Teconty-eeven

S e e T T S



Where he went to school




“family turkey flock

His carly teacher recalled that he was a great favorite with the negroes who worked
with him and his brother, John, on his father’s farm. About the time when he and John
were big enough to take care of a plot of three acres of tobacco, Jesse bought an old
fashioned horse pistol, Firearms among the negroes at this time were almost unheard of
and Jesse often on Saturday afternoon, when the hands were having their half holiday,
would get his three acres of whacco “wormed™ and “suckered” for a shot around among
the negro boys. Another of his ingenious labor saving devices was to get his tobacco plot
as close to the house as possible so that the chickens and the family turkey flock would
keep it free of worms.

Through the years of his prosperity and success he has not forgotten the negroes
who worked on his father's farm. Many of them have received a much needed piece of
money from him without the asking at Christmas time.

His father, W. H. Jones, was known throughout his part of Tennessee and Kentucky
as a good neighbor and staunch citizen. To most of his wide circle of clients and friends,
from whom he bought and “prized” tobacco he wis known as “Billy™ Jones. Through
his fair dealings with tobacco planters his business grew and with it grew his friends,
and at the age of 14 Jesse was manager in complete charge of one of his tobacco face
torics, While Jesse was yet a youngster the family moved to Adairsville, Kentucky, into
a fine old brick mansion, only a short way from the Tennessee line. This plantation was
much larger than the Robertson County place and included some 80 acres in Tennessee
and 600 acres in Kentucky.

On the death of his mother while he was yet a baby, “Aunt Nancy,” who was to
have a great influence over him and the person on whom he leaned until her death a few
years ago, came to mother the two boys and three girls. OF all members of the family, it
wis “Aunt Nancy™ for whom he manifested the greatest affection, Her hushband, a mem-
ber of a Tennessee volunteer regiment, was killed during the first months of the Civil war
“Aunt Nancy,” as she was known to all of cthe family, mothered the flock of five as well
as her own children and came to Dallas and established the home for their father in 1884,
The family spent only two years m Dallas. While here the children attended grammar
school, Mizs Blanch Aldehoff was their teacher during these two seasons, At a recent teati-
monial dinner given him by the representative citizens of Dallas, Mr. Jones paid this
tribute to his teacher:

“My teacher was Miss Blanch Aldehoff, and she was about the prettiest woman that
1 ever saw and the most patient. | shall never forget her gentleness and her kindness to
one timid country boy who had great difficulty in keeping up with his classes ™

During their stay in Dallas, when he was in his teens, through the first years of his
big success in Houston and later in New York, “Aunt Nancy™ remained the same guiding
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star for him as when she came to “mother™ the youngsters at the death of his mother,
when he was just beginning to woddle.  From what the writer can gather from members
of the family no ane was ever as close to *Jesse™ as “Aunt Naney.”

In 1915, Mr. Jones provided a comfortable home for “Aunt Nancy™ in the Rice Ho-
tel, and every momning on his way to business stopped by her rooms to visit with her. She
was shrewd, kind and wholly devoted to him, She was of the old schoal and from her
Jesse learned many of life’s best lessons.

Mr. Jones made his home for many years with Mrs. M. T. Jones, widow of his uncle,
of whose estate he was one of the administrators, in 4 fine old mansion on Main street, un-
til his marriage to Mrs. Mary Gibbs Jones in 1920,

To this old house came friends of former years from Tennessee and members of
the family still living back in Kentucky and the native state. He watched over his two
aunts with a possessive air. They were never let to want for anything that money or
his attentions could secure,

“Joe” Didiot met Jesse H. Jones when he came back to Texas after his father re-
turned with his family to Tennessee,

“Hillshoro 1892

Seated in his office on McKinney Street, which sits back on a litele terrace like a
cottage from the big gates of the Jones Lumber Company, a few days ago, he talked of
his friend and employer whose respect and admiration he has enjoyed for more than three
decades, "Joe's” French eyes twinkled in retrospect as he recounted the arfival of che
young Tennesseean at the lumber yard of his uncle, M. T, Jones, in Hillshoro, in 1892,
This was his first step on the road to success over which he moved with such rapidity,

“Those comn-fed

prairie givls

“He was then of the commanding appearance, tall, but somewhat thinner than we
know him today; he was only lﬂuﬂnmyugrm.ﬂnhisuﬁuﬂamungmhembc-
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came a part of the business and social cosmos of the town. He was considered a good
“mixer” of more than ordinary talent and ability and also had some predilections for the
pentler sex. Those corn-fed prairie girls began to “cast an eye to windward” to the new-
comer as an escort to church, prayer meeting and choir practice. The last was consid-
ered the big social event of the week. Prayer meeting and “sparking” were synonymous
with us all. | remember that Sunday garb of his distinctly; a black Prince Albert with
cream colored “pants™ of fgurative design, a long pointed turn down collar, the small
and short black bow-tie of that era suspended by a small rubber loop; and he looked the
part of the well dressed man of that day and was popular alike with young and old men
and women

“His love of his fellows and employees cannot be excelled, backed up and supported
by a purse that has no puckering string to retard its lavish flow, Generosity is good in
every man; but when generosity has the material things of life to spend or dispense with
lavish store, it is like that old Shakesperian mercy that comforts him that gives and re
ceives

“And looking through and acquainted with the past twenty-five years when we have
known him the best, no deaf ear has he ever tumed and no reluctant attitude has he
ever shown to any man whose cause was worthy of any import or consideration. That
good right hand does not know what the genial left puts out. He s one of America’s first
citizens and she would do well to call and honor him; no East or West or North or South
has produced his greater and those who know him well and best, know him to be worthy

of any honor old America can bestow,

“During these early years he must have had a dream between the adolescent and

young manhood's hour and of the years yet afront. He dreamed of the material things of

Library m the Jones apartment

R——



life and honor that fall to men of position and the influence and set himself to acquire that
end. Shortly after his departure from Hillsboro we changed his title from that of “Jess”
to Jesse Jones and he is Jesse Jones to all. Just a few years at Dallas, and he came to
Houston headquarters for the Jones' interests, and was soon in charge of his Uncle's entire
business, The successful management of that end of all his other allied interests is now a
part of the business life of his beloved and adopted city and patent to all.

"Those who know him longer love him best,

I'W ask if this is not the truest test,

For what is life worth then to me and you,

If we can't love and honor those who have proved true.

“One day after he had been in Hillshoro about two years, he came to me in the lum-
ber yard where | was at work. He stood around for a few minutes and speaking as
though he might be going to town he sid, *I'm leaving for Dallas tomorrow, Joe, Come
along with me. I'm going on up. The next day I told him goodbye.”

In connection with Mr. Didiot’s church-going stories about Mr. Jones, it should be
stated that today he is a consistent member of the Methodist church, regular in his Sunday
attendance; a steward in St. Paul's Methodist church, Houston, and among all his other
activities finds time now to help plan and finance a great new church edifice. Twenty
vears ago he was chairman of the building finance commiteee that built the beautiful St.
Paul's Church. Now he is on the same committee helping to build a new and bigger St.
Fauls. Only a few weeks ago, he gave $50,000 to the new building fund, but did nat
mention it to anyone, even his secretary. He does not like to talk about his achievements
or his benefactions,

The following illustrates the estimate in which he is held by the citizens of Texas
as expressed on one of the occasions named:

“Jesse Jones i= one of the greatest assets of the State of Texas. Jesse Jones is Texas’
most distinguished and useful citizen. Texas was brought out of a wilderness by men with
vision and courage; Texas is being builded into a great commonwealth by men with vision
and courage; Jesse Jones personifies that type.”

From Jed C. Adams, democratic national committeeman for Texas, comes this trib
ute: “The time has come for Jesse Jones to grace the White House, No man stands above
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him in patriotic purpose. No man stands above him in power to do good for the people.™
This sentiment is indorsed by Mre, |. T, Bloodworth, the national committeewoman from
Texas

In addition to receiving the indorsement of his own state for the democratic presi-
dential nomination Mr. Jones has been widely discussed as one of the foremost among the
available nominees for vice-president if the presidential nomination shall go to another,

and if the strategy of controlling forces in the Houston convention should decide upon

a Southern man.

The following from the pen of Dr, Stockton Axson, member of the faculty of Rice
Institute and brother of the First Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, narrates and analyzes the close
personal relations, ripening into deep mutual affection, between Mr. Jones and Mr.
Wilson, It is the first detailed account of that relationship ever given the public:

“Dear Mr, Wakefield: I have read with keen interest the article by you and Mr
Linthicum on Jesse H, Jones, It is a good idea to picture the backgrounds of Mr. Jones’
life and achievements, to reveal the foundations of his character and career.

“You have done well to accentuate the formative influence upon Mr. Jones of Wood-
row Wilson, and [ can confirm what you have said because | hive been intimately ac-
quainted with both men and have personal knowledge of the reciprocal esteem and affec-
tion which existed between them. Before I knew Mr. Jones he had met President Wilson

shortly after the inauguration in 1913.

“From 1913 to Mr, Wilson's death in 1924

tionship of the two men, from admiration to friendship and from friendship to deep per-

there was a steady growth in the rela-

sonal affection.
“l met Mr. Jones in 1914 and gradually became aware that Woodrow Wilson's

s¢ H. Jones, covering

A view of the garden apartment of Mr. and Mrs. |
the roof of the new Lamar Hotel
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personality, ideals and accomplishments were progressively captivating the mind and fas-
cinating the imagnation of Jesse Jones.

At first | was a little surprised that an eminent young business man, builder and pro-
moter had such a sympathetic understanding of and allegiance to a president who was
looked upon with suspicion, sometimes actual hostility, by many interesting American
men of affairs,

"President Wilson was supposed to be antagonistic to what is known as “Big Busi-
ness” 14 years ago. Those who penetrated surface appearances realized that Woodrow
Wilson was averse to big business only when it actempted by indirect and covert methods
to control government or create monopolies. Those who knew him intimately knew that
he was by nature conservative, but by conviction “progressive” because of what he had
learned in New Jersey, because he saw that in the carly years of this century corporate
interests were virtually dictating legislation in New Jersey. As governor of that state,
Woodrow Wilson smashed the alliances between machine palitics and privileged busi-
ness and restored the government of New Jersey to the people of New Jersey,

“He had no quarrel with big business so long as it artended to its own affairs, but
when it came in conflict with the constitutional rights of a supposedly free people.
Woodrow Wilson was on the side of the people. As their champion he was elected gov:
ernor of New Jersey: as their chief representative he was elected president of the United
States.

“In the contest between what were known as “progressive” and “reactionaries” 18
years ago (and later) Woodrow Wilson was such an outspoken and two-fisted “progres-
sive” that he became unpopular with many leaders of commerce,

“Therefore his personal and palitical friends got rather in the habit of expecting to
find an opponent to Woodrow Wilton under the hat of an outstanding man of business,

“That is why I did not anticipate the ardent Wilsonian in Jesse Jones, whom 1 first
knew as the chief builder and developer of Houston 14 years ago.

“But as [ came to know him better | discovered a convinced democrat inside this
busy financier, and I realized that Woodrow Wilson was for him the incarnation of
pure and just democracy.

“This quiet man (he was very quict in those days) was doing a'lot of thorough think-
ing (he has always been thorough) and was weighing the extravagant arguments be-
tween the extreme “radicals” on the one hand and the extreme “conservatives” on the
other,

I fancy that Jesse Jones had no expectation at that time of engaging personally in
practical politics, but he had am earnest patriotic interest in public affairs. Thinking
through the heated discussions of that era he came to believe that the Wilson doctrines
were sound, that no prosperity can last which is not grounded in justice, that wharever
violates the fundamental principles of representative government imperils the republic.

“He saw in President Wilson that restorer and interpreter of stable popular govern-
ment. 3

“Though allied in his interests with what was then known as the “capitalist class,”
he came to subscribe in mind and spirit to the Wilsonian conceptions of enduring democ-
racy, of untrammeled representative government, of lawfully selected leadership, of
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“pitiless publicity”” for those whose self-interest prompted them to thwart the open
processes of legislation, the end and object of which should be justice for all and private
favors for none. All of Jesse Jones' early training and all his abiding sympathies drew
him to this man Wilson who was seeking to equalize opportunities among all groups of
our people; whose interest in those who labor with their hands was not lip service for
political advantage but was genuine, deep and abiding; whose active concern in the wel-
fare of the American farmer led to more practical and beneficial legislation in behalf of
the farmer than has the administration of any other president in the history of our coun-

try.

“Through the years from 1913 to 1917 the Woodrow Wilson ideas permeated the
thinking of Jesse Jones on public matters, widened his political horizon and strengthened
his faith in American institutions. I believe it is no exaggeration to say that Woodrow
Wilson was the chief factor in the political education of Jesse H. Jones.

*After the declaration of war in 1917, Mr. Jones was one of a number of eminent
Americans who were summoned by Woodrow Wilson to meet in conference at
Wichita, Kansas, to devise ways and means of raising a one hundred million dollar Red
Crows war fund which had been recommended by Henry P. Davidson, whom President
Wilsan had appointed as chairman of the newly founded emergency American Red Cross
War Council.

“Mr. Jones responded with alacrity. He had been searching his heart and seeking
means of being useful to his country in the great crisis.

“Here was one step, the first step, toward war service. Mr, Jones attended the meet-
ing at Wichita, lent his financial wisdom to the discussions, then returned to Houston
to head the first big drive in this section for Red Cross funds and carried his section over
the top.

“Immediately after, he was invited to Washington to become director general of
military relief, one of the most important offices in the Red Cross organization,

*As is well known, President Wilson “adjourned politics™ during the war by appoint-
ing many conspicuous and able republicans, heads and members of the most important
wartime boards and committees.

“Thus it came about that most of the leading officers of the American Red Cross were
republicans. It is no reflection on these devout and public spirited men to say that while
they sedulously avoided injecting politics into the Red Cross, they naturally did not feel
as close to the president as they would have felt toward a republican president.

“Mr. Jones and 1 were practically the only avowed democrats holding high office in
the arganization. Instinctively President Wilson looked to us as linison officers between
himself and the Red Gross,

“Through these contacts the president and Mr. Jones became intimately acquainted
with each other.

“Jesse Jones' admiration for the president had been long standing, and as the president
came to know Mr. Jones the admiration became mutual,

“They frequently conferred on Red Cross matters and the president’s interest in
the Red Cross was strengthened by his increasing confidence in Mr. Jones,

“They discussed not only Red Cross and other war problems but public matters in
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general, politics, national and international, men and measures, and the things which lay
nearest the president’s heart, the speedy ending of the war and plans for rehabilitating the
world and drawing the nations into a better understanding for the prevention of a reper
tition of world war,

“Mr. Jones persuaded the president to go to New York and head the immense Red

Cross parade which opened the campaign for a second Red Cross war fund. And it was I
Mr. Jones who suggested to the president that his speech on this occasion be not merely
a Red Cross speech, but an address of hope and comfort to a war stricken world, a ringing
summons to the allies and associates for a renewed faith and confidence in their cause, o

reunited push against the common enemy, a final check of the armies of the central pow:
ers and a preparation of the world for permanent paths of peace. This was one of
President Wilson's famous war speeches, reported and read all over the world.

“In the summer of 1918 President Wilson gave striking evidence of his faith in Jesse
Jones as a man and his confidence in the man's judgment, ability and unselfish devotion
the cause of the war,

“The president confided to a few friends a project for sending to Russia a special
commission with the object of bringing that country back into the war on the side of the
allies and associates, and he stated that it was his purpose to put Jesse Jones at the head
of that commission,

“Mr. Jones heard of this with solemn satisfaction. Though he was beyond the age of
military service, he had been growing increasingly restless in a “safe” job, and talked fre-
quently with his friends about resigning from the Red Cross and enlisting for field
SETVICE,

*“Once he was on the verge of accepting a call to head aireraft production, but was
dissuaded by President Wilson, who told him that he needed him in the Bed Cross.

*MNow (in the summer of 1918) it seemed as if Mr. Jones was about to receive orders
from the president himself to lead a perilous adventure into Russia, and quietly Mr.
Jones began to set his private affairs in order, saying that he thought it altogether un-

— ———— e,
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likely that he would return alive from Russia, He was more than reconciled—he was happy
in the prospect,

“As the Russian revolutions became more entangled it seemed hopeless to make any
attempt to lead Russia back into the fold, and therefore President Wilson did not es
tablish the commission. However, he appointed Mr. Jones a member of the Red Cross
war council,

“Mr. Jones sailed for Europe immediately after President Wilson's departure to par-
ticipate in the peace treatics and Mr. Jones had several visits with the president in Lon-
don and Paris, and it was chiefly on the advice of Mr. Jones that President Wilson ap
pointed Dr. Livingston Farrand chairman of the American Red Cross, when a few
months after the conclusion of hostilities, Mr. Davidson and the other members of the
war council laid down the offices which they had so ably, honorably and patriotically
filled.

“While in Europe Mr., Jones, with Mr. Davidson, was a representative to the coun-
cils in Paris, Cannes and Geneva, which led to the organization of the League of Red Cross
Societies.

“Mr. Jones remained in Europe several months, attended open meetings of the peace
conference and was an outstanding figure among the smunchest advocates of Woodrow
Wilson and his plan for insuring the world against a repetition of the dire disaster of
1914-1915.

“Upan his return to America, Mr. Jones brought to completion his public work in
Washington and came back to Houston.

“Between him and Mr, Wilson there had been established a bond of sympathetic un-
derstanding which was destined to strengthen with the years,

“After President Wilson had partly recovered from his physical collapse, Mr. Jones
visited him in the White House and was greeted by the maimed president with the words:
“Well, Jones, they got me,” pointing to his half-paralyzed side, and meaning that the
long strain of struggling with adversaries abroad and at home had been too much for
mortal flesh—though the immortal spirit was untamed.

“friendship between
the two men ripened

“Friendship between the two men ripened into an affection which is attested by many
letters—among the tenderest from Mr. Wilson being that which says 'your generous
letter of a few days ago came to me as a benediction. 1 thank God that 1 have such a
friend as you.’

“During Mr. Wilson's prolonged illness Mr. Jones was among his most considerate
friends, doing everything in his power to alleviate the distress of the stricken man, Mr.
Jones was one of the honorary pallbearers at the funeral when the body of Woodrow
Wilson was laid to rest in the cathedral at Washington.
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“After Woodrow Wilson's death Mr. Jones did as much as any living man to keep
before the people of America the image and ideals of the great leader, At his own ex-
pense he has circulated throughout Texas and in various other parts of the country the
impressive film in which Woodrow Wilson lives again in many of the most dramatic epi-
sodes of his official life,

“Mr. Jones has patterned his political life on the Wilson model. He has taken into
the fibre of his being the Wilsonian philosophy of government, the strict accountability of
leaders to the people at large, the conception of this great nation, not as groups of sep-
arated classes, but as a society of all the people united in the great adventure of self-
government,

“Mr. Jones has some of Mr. Wilson's mental habits; the capacity for complete con-
centration on the tasks before him, the tireless endeavor to leave no job uneil he has fin-
ished it, the power to think through a problem to its limits, the courage to put into ac-
tion that which his mind and conscience tells him is right, the sympathy with his fellow
beings, the determination to expose fraud and to rectify error.

“No really great man is a replica of another great man. Mr. Jones is a disciple of Mr.
Wilson, not a copyist. But his political thinking has been vitalized by the precepts and ex-
ample of Woodrow Wilson.

“Should Mr. Jones be nominated and elected president of the United States, he
would make his own decisions, act on his own judgment in council with his official ad-
visers and with all the facts before him; but it is safe to say thar Woodrow Wilson's career
and influence would be a sort of mariner's chart to which Mr. Jones would often refer.,
New Times bring new problems. What the disciple learns from the master must be
fitted and applied to new conditions unencountered by the master,

“Scarcely is there a man in the country so well qualified to conduct a Wilsonian type
of administration, so well equipped to apply undying principles tn new problems, fresh
exigencies,

“If Woodrow Wilson were alive [ feel certain he would give hearty indorsement
to the nomination of Jesse H. Jones for the presidency of the United States.”

Sincerely yours,
STOCKTON AXSON
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