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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT O F THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF PETROLEUM COORDINATOR 
FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

Oo\ oller 10, lMl 

1 wsl4 l ike :rou to laaow """' whllo \lot J r lUoh h&'IO oa14 that 

Storace 1D bclalld 11 oubo\utlall :r _, u ,... a - k aco. '!'boN lo 
otlll anflllo4 otorace whlcb, l n _,. apiDloa, obaal4 1lo tlllo4 lloton 
iaclanil roliDqlllolloo aa:r taakor; llotoro wo ohoul4 acoopt ouoh Nl1aquilb-
Ma t OTOD lf YOlDBt&rllJ' M41 , 

- MCIU'O tbt poolUoa of itaclaad la tho onat ot a ronewod aa4 oorlouo 

N4u U oa 1a \lot -llor ot taaltor oiDid.J>co, llut ao Oao caa cuaraatoo tha\ 
\hooo wl U a o\ laonaoo, Oritaar:r pr>~Ua" waa14 roqlllro that tho 
laouttlcloat J r ltloh otorace 1lo oubotaatlall:r flll o4 boto,. ourroa4or­
lac back tho uoo of aa:r of our taakoro, A 4111oron\ COV'OO waa14 laYoln 
a rlok which wo oQCbt not t o bo wtlltnc that Jnclaad ohould rua, OTOD lt 
oal:r t or ooltlah l a toNoto ot .,..... own, 



llpUiC&At that olll7 !OIU' or the ""oko -co Slr lrd.ward SaUer wroh 
a letter aok1114 for '""he a44H1oul te.Uero, !ben, wHbout &117 cbance 
1A the elt'GaHon, aD4 wUbout u i nrttaUoD \o 111 to eonllder the facto 
ln tbolr broad aopecto, tb• eucceotlon wao aa4e tbat Knclond wclll4 be 
prepared t o eurrender, at leaet te.porarllr, tbo uee of fro• twaln to 
tltteu. t&Dkero '117 the ead ot October, 

!be expl&DatloD tor tbie eu44an ob&Dce iD attitude on tho part of the 
lldUIIh 11 preuure llroqht "PP• the BrUhl!. "117 acenciu ot the OonrDMnt 
other thaD tbat ot the Office of the PUrol8118 Coor41uator, !Mae 
preu ureo ba.., heen eurciled witbout connltaUon wl\b tbie ottioe. 
Di rt4e4 coUDcilo llroucll.t to bear upon the llrUllb 1n the abeenee of a 
caretllll7 worn4 out pol1c7 of our oWD 11 110re thaD 41oturb1nc, U h 

4utrucu.... Moreo ... r, the reopou1llil1t7 will be ouro it, ao the renlt 
of preoaure on our part, the llrit1oh ehau14 aurren4er tanker1 that lt 11 
their oober J114&1Mnt, u U 11 tbat ot the Petrol.,.. Coor41nator, ohaul4 
not be IIUJ'l'en4ere4 at leaet UDtil all aY&llallle 1torace opace 1D 1DclaD4 
h •ll•tut1all7 !111&4 \a capaoi\J, 

!be baD4 of tbo Petrolraa Coor4illator baa been toroe4 1D tbie aatter 
1D a .....,.r tbat h not UDu~. ftret there h the 1D41rect preuure, 

then the caretllll7 arrancet 1 leak1 , \ben quuUou u4 cl-rl~~&• 1D \be 
Dewepepere u4 then a forced acqllloooence on our part aca1net our OWII 

eober J~t. 

On tbol eurtace wo ba.., no option ezcept to accept cracetllll7 the 

aurren4er of the• ~ • • altbo'a&b 10 tar ae the llrlthb are coDCeru4, 
1t lae "been _,, clear \a .. pereDD&ll7 that ....all actloa h api111t the ir 

a 



OWII but JwlpeDt, Ill the c1rcuaeta~~cu, I whh 1011 to know that t hh 

otter t o eurrellder t&Dtere hu 'belli llro~ht about 'b7 1a41reot preuure 

upo11 the l rithh tro• eourcu o ... r which the P.trolw. Coor41~~ator hae 

no ~n\rol. 

'fM J~Dt ezp reued. 111 tbe torecota& hae ben t orUtted. 117 tbe 

etet1et1oe 011 e111kia&• f or the week eii41DC October 0, which haTe Juet co .. 

to -r balld., !hh h tbe o!f1o1el repor t o! tbe Jr1t11h llllrchlnt Shipp1JIC 

Mhe1oa which 11 ci"" t o 111 1a H cret, l'roa th11 it appear• that t our 

l r1t1ah tellkere were nllk t or t he week 111 q..,.et1oa 1111d two ell11d. 1111d 

aeutrll t&atere, ..till& a total of liz. .t.e eca!111t thie au, 1t appure 

t hat 0111 aew Br1t1eh tallker wae put 111to co .. tee1oll, !hie 1011 repreee11t1 

fift7 perce11t of the aaaber of tellklre propoee4 t o be retarae4 t o ue \7 

tbe Br1t1ah, 1111d it h clear t hat 1t 11llk1A«• oo11U- at thil rate t he 

Br1t1ah will 110t olll7 aot be able t o rel •••• taaklre to ue , the7 will be 

req111r111C acre, Which will haTe a farther \ad effect oa pulll1e op1111oa 1a 

the .t.tla~~tlo Coaet etatu, 

!loe Pree1dlat, 
!loe lhl.tl ...... 

11acerel7 70"J'Io 

Petroleua Ooor41~~ator 
for Jatioaal Dlfeaee, 
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UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 

Tbe Honorable 
Harold L, Ickea 
Petroleua Coordta&tor tor J ati onal Deten•• 
Departaent or the Interior Waahtnaton, D, c. 
1117 dear llr, Ickeu 

October 29, 1941 

ReterrinC to the attached propoaed AdminiatratiTa Or der ot t he Petroleua Coordinator tor the eatabliahins ot and describins t he fUDCtionl ot the i'anlr:er Control Bo&rdl 
'l'he JlaritiJie Colllliuion ban •m•n1 •oual7 decided that the:r cu not conClll" in the i u-ce ot tbil Order, In Yi" ot the chanCed circuaatancea we teal that the continued . tUDctioninc ot t he i'anker Control Board il not Juatitied. All tuncti ona which the propoaed Ad•1n1atratiTe Order would confer on that Board properl:r ooae within the tUDctiona ot tbe Of fice ot th. e Petroleua Coordinator 11114 th11 C~uion ADd can be ettichntl:r performed by the exiattna orsaniaationa. 

OUr conaidered opinion, and in this the Comm1aaion are UD•n1•oua il that the llaritiae Colamiu1on ahould haTe the sue relationa~p with the Petroleua Coordta&tor tor lational Detenae w1 th respect t o tankers aa the:r han w1 th the Ottice ot Produc­tion M•nac-t with rupect to dr:r car1o sh1pa and that the control direction and b&Ddlins ot all Teaaela ahould remain within {be acope or aotiYitiea or the Kari tiJie eo.aiaaion. 
i'be cloaeat coo,eratiOD betwe.u :rour ott1ee and oura ou contin .. an4 1D accordance with the Preaident'• lettar ot J1a3 281 1941, we will be cla4 to work clo••l:r with :roll. 

/ 
J 9'6--l'h" V The 

Prl'!.>ident 
Will t~ HoUSI' 

81noerel7 :roura, 

/8/ •• s. Land 

B, 8, Land 
Cb&irMD 
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W7 .,.,. r l!r-. Pr.t14~tt 

~~ ~ft OY~Coee 0~ ~~ ~ - 1~n h•l4 tn tb• Cr'tee or 

Su •toe ~n•• · ,..rn••"t.Ot.llltt•,.• o" tate , t.""Y• •r •n4 

lnttrlor re)tu·trenu r.fl~ t"'~ o ,.,4,,. t~"' dtu .. rlon ,~ .. 

••nt~J by <>Ur ?1"t111••ctl "' bo ... ta'" t:tf .tr,t:t~H t It ,.t~aleVIII 

·~ \1"'0!1 a •!.Dt.-1: -e~·t. l\trh • ,,... ,_ tllt"!~·t• ,. ~o 

JO'I. • ct0 C\0.!" ~ .rG;JI ~· 'ht• ~ ""' · f?• •111 oo•• 

~ t •r or.e or tt~ ~·~ ~~·~ t.'v.a• ·~ · ~be~~~ tJ~o 

bt 

':'hfll p,. .. tdent , 

Tbt ~itt Houee. 

id. lJ u ... , ,, /'(,(,. d, .;, Jl.] 
•Ao ... ,, 

K-,., t ~ ~_,../ {, ,~,,, j (,. ... ,..,.a, ".;)I) ,, ... 

u, lt..t ~ 
, .. .. 
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be taken be~o~e 3uly 1. 

futt.h~'ully ?Ou•a , 

ntolo11u•" ' 
Pe ""ort . 

ac ,.n~ary or ar 

J et1n; 1~c~eterv or tb~ t ~Y 

Barol" L, Ir 'ft~ 
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UNITED STATES 

.J..._--- DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 

I 

June 291 llMS. 

'Die ..-t. rsee riot. -re naitber a ccidental. nor UDGpected, Race tenaicma 
thrcu.&hout the eOW>tl7 are .. ob tt.t it uy be add that tha ~tea dUaaee ia ecdaie. 
a..e~ra in tba field are ct.ln'ineed that 1:\lrtbar outhreaJ<a, ntb their e-quet 
deatzv.eti~ea• and luting bittameaa, u:r be expected an,..tlere, any t:lae, Por tba 

Aka of tba country• • 110rale healtb, thorough action on a national acale 11 llJ'Ient. 
It 11 a lliltalce to .. ...,. that the llegroea are the ~ netiu of ~toe prejudice. 

L1lra the Jna in Oerwany, they are ~ the firet and toraost netiu, at th1a -t 
nl>jected to n oleDca. But there are a1lliona of othar netiJia, actual and potential, 
C.l. of tb ... aa a •ttar of tact, are inaecure. 1'biJI bodaa no good for our daoczttic 
future. 

Nearly cne-tb1rd of our population aay be olaaeed u "-inority,• that 1e, autfere 
fraa ftrioue degreu and ldDde of diecrial.nat1on, ailnmderet&ndins, excluaion. 

Ne11roee - approxiutaly u,ooo,coo 
Sl.an 

Ital.iana 

, ... 
Ot.bere (l'illpinoa, 

Cbineae, 
Pllerto R1cana, 
etc.) 

e,ooo,ooo 
7,000,000 

4,000,000 

s,ooo,ooo 
400,000 

It 1a illpezttift to &iTa thaM 11roupe an UftiWioe of Mcurity and a feelinll that. 
the7 are ~~Cilinely an integztl part of tba llat1on, 

lbat ia needed 1a to reaawre our llinoritiaa md ecl18htec our • jority. 
a.Yeltl P'edeltl q~~Dciaa deal nth llinoritiaa, but ncne of th• baa a prosraa 

and uone of t!Ma baa real reapan.ibUiti... '!he Pair l!lopl~t Pztct1oee C~ttee 



1a the b .. t or all, but it 11 contined to job-detenae actirttiea . others, aueh aa 

tile Coordinator ot Inter--.t..leriCIIII &!ta1ra (interested in the llexl.CIIIIs in the South­

west), are l.illl1ted in scope and actioo. 

It 1a proposed thet the Preaident aet up an CFFICE OF RACE BEI..lTICJIS (it llight, 

pemepe, be nued OFFICE OF lli!IIOCRlTIC RlC! REUTICliS), to coordinate &ll ot the work 

and develop progru:s ot &ctioo. 'l'he OFFIC! ahould be placed unde r a Cabinet officer, 

tor pull'osee ot prestige and continuity. '!he logie&l place ia the Depertment ot tbe 

Interior, which &lread;y &dllliniatere Ind:l..lna. Interior, moreonr, bee 1. certain aoral, 

it not lepl, responeibllit;y tor the Filipinos and Puerto llieana 1n this countr;y. 

Both &re d1scriain&ted groupe, aoc:i&l orphans tor whCIIl no one aeema to be respooeible . 

Alao, the W&r J!eloeation Authorit;y opera tee oo Interior lends. Finell;y, Secreter;y Ickea 

i s 1. fighting liberal, and thia 1a 1. job that requires liberalism and great courage. 

'!he OFFICE OF RiCE BEI..lTIQIS should h&Ve the following tunctione~ 

1. In.astigat1on (b;y a~e1aliata) 

2. Intol'IIB tion (to sene as 1. cle&ring house on &ll race probleu) 

5. Lega.l &drtce (on race attere) 

4. Coordioat1oo (ot Feds:rd a.etirttiaa) 

5. Renew (or Federal &ctirtties, legialet ion, publicstiooe, etc.) 

6. C.-mit;y organb&tion and cooperation 

7. lducst ion&l progl'D8 

8 •. leaiat&nce to States 8Dd cities 1n the aolution ot their race prd!lema. 

l8 a tiret step, the Preaideot ~ht &ppoint 1. N&tion&l C.-ittee oo Democratic 

llaee llelati Cl'll, to llllke a thorou.gh exploration ot the whole aitue tioo . 

-2-



It 1a w:1 understanding that the Roaenwald Foundatico 1a willing to offer ita 

aer'f'ieea end experience. No doubt, enlisht..ed citisena eTal')"'here would cladly 18m 

in thia calM. 'nte c.FICB C1l' RACE l!!LATIQIS aiD>t aern aa tbe Natimal C~ttaa'a 

executi'I'O ara end center. 

J. democ,.tic aolution of tbe race probl• 1n tbU cOW\try will haw f&TO,.ble 

repercuaaima •cog our .llliea and friande. It will &leo depri'l'll Ax1ll propaaenda 

ot me of ita IIOilt effectin ut.4-AMri<*l ars-ta. 

15 

~u2-""'-'.R~.-·-­s. K. PadO\'er, 
J.aaiatant to tha Secretary. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT 0 .. THE INTERIOR 

W ASMINOTON 

JINM'ber 4, 1M4. 

ICr lMr llr. l'reelba\: 

ler•UII 1 •'-1\-, reelpt.\loa. wl\.,_\ r .. enaUoa, 

.u .. u .. a a\ .... oa the :10\1> tq ot Jaaaq, lNI, k 

tulll\ab a., uUoae Jll'l ~ belre aa \be - \era 

_,, ... ,.... .. a\S... "' oo•·e4 -, tal\1>, bt'oUoa ... 

!1M llillk ....... 

ltlollaol I , ltroao, 
.Uoh\u\ leoro\arJ . 



, 

--··-· llilh o4U _,..._. _ _. _, ,_ 

,.,, ..... _,..,. AaW el II t I ....... 

oltoo\ • .,. 10• tor of ~ .... .. .. 

'""'-'7 1.-. _. I ..,. •tlnll' •"eftel 
..... ,.. ............. b-t~el 

.... latert• ... 1 -..w • Mel" " , ,.. .. . ___,. _,. ...................... . 
~111 ,..,.,. l• , ..... la .,&rtt, ...... , ... ,.... ... .., ................ . 

~-. 

ioa~ k1U.tl v. ,,..., 
llret .btli\U\ ... ,.kiT 
of \ht lD\trtor, 
V"\ •hli:IC"tdn • II. C. 



N)' dear Nr , Cba~l 

I . •Pl',....l.,t• 7ov oeD4lllC • 70v 

reolcna tloa •• Aool o\aat Socre\a1'7 of 

the Ia\erlor. BoweYOr, Seoro\a1'7 lololo 

lafONI .. tha\ 7GB aJ'I COBtlDv.liiC \o do 

a tlro\-clau Jolo &114 I haft DC tlopollUoa 

t o aooept U. 

Boa. Ooaar Ch&_., 
Aoolo""'' S.Ore'-1'7 
ot tha la\erlor, 
Yaolllactaa, D, 0, 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

December S, 194L 

ltr dear Mr . President : 

(Through the Secretary of the Interior) . 

I hcrewi~!: submit C:J usignation to take effect at. 

your pleasure . I have been proud to be a ner1bl'r o!' !rour 

administration ar.d 'lssurc you that you will oontinue to 

hav~ ny devotion and loyalty. 

Sincerely yours, 

'i'he President, 

Th~ White House . 



_ ......... , ..... . 
l lt.a90 ,..,. ........ u ........ , .......... 

of low.\er 10 11M l .,]11'001.•• ,.... ud" to 

l M90 ae hM to _. a ..._ la t1aa ottloo ot 

U.Ur laoretarF ot tile la\aftor tt l .....U oo 

... ,,.. .._ .. , .... leo"tarF , ....... l -

N~ aaUotlo4 wUh tile -r la *llll rw lla'N 

portoi'M4 ,..... tattoo. l • l1al. M .... rov 

willl.,..Me to rotlH tor .. pot of tM ....too 

'bllt taaa oomoo .-lt aot 'M ~tltW ttl 

ohoal4 .-pt ,..... ,.d ... UM, l .. rotoro 

uouao wtooo. 

Hon. Abe J'orta• , 
Under Secretary of 
the 1Dter1or , 
~~•hington, D. C, 

XRAN.KLI~ D, ROOSEVELT 

I 
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THE: UNOE:R SE:CRE:TARY OF THE: INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

November 30, 1944. 

My dear Mr. President: 

You have t wice confer red upon me the great honor of 
appointing me to t he poet of Under Secretary of the Interi or. 
In t his post and in the others t hat I have occupied since 
the first year of your Administration, I have endeavored to 
the best of my ability to serve you and my immediate super­
iors. 

Asi de f rom my own desire to return to the leas arduous 
and more stable pursuits of private life, I believe that I 
should facilitate your exercise of your powers to change t he 
personnel of your Aaministration. Accordingly, I hereby 
t ender my r esignation as Under Secr etary of t he I nterior, 
t o become effective at your pleasure. 

Vfuether I am in or out of your Administration, I shall 
always be loyal and devoted to you. 

'nle President, 

The White House . 
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