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. ~);,a THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

(/J WASHINGTON 

Januar.v 6, 1937. 

11.7 dear Mr. Pruident: 

I have alreed.v told .vou how won4erful I thought 70ur 

mesaa&e to COD61"8U waa thia eftarnoon, but I am oo enthuei-

aaUo over it that I want to tell .vou 86a1n. Once more .YOU 

have tllade hietor.v, and en4ur1ng h1etor.v a t that. Jhat :rou 

oa1d needed creatl:r to be aa1d, but no one could have done 

the job u u pertly aa .YOU did 1\. You are ald.llful wUh t he 

rapier and can deal more deedl;r blowe w1 th 1t than othere oan 

with a bl ud&eon. 

It waa a treat epeech and an ouhtanding event in our 

conat1tut1onal h1etor.v. Tour perfect del ivor.v added to ite 

e!fecUveneu and the r,..pon11 \hat 10U evoked allowed that 

you were diaouaaing a IUbJact that loomed larce 1n the ll1n4a 

ot thoaa who beard ;rou. 

!be Prea1dent , 
!he 1hUe Hou ... 

Sincerely 7our1, 

~2:~ 
Secretar.Y of the Interior. 
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\j _~I THE SECRETAIJY OF THE INTERIOR 

'<P" W"SHINOTON 

Jo.n\IJiry 20, 1937, 

l(r deu IC' , Pl"eaident: 

Thie 11 _, resign&tion a• Secretary of the Interior, 

!or acceptance at your convenience, 

The Pl"eddent, 
The lbite Bouae, 

SincerelT youre , 

Secret~ of the Interior, 
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u"':OL I ~CirT-J 
By Dl•'" 1 7 ltl'()bi\""ict C' ~-tl U.C. 

87 r . J . Stewart .Unto fE B 2 4 1972 

1 ba•o read wUh lat;eroal Colonel Baolle"'• leUft' k 1011 wtdft' d&t;o ot liar anon-.t:b 'tNt;, f1oaftkl7, 1 u DOt; at; all aUatlecl wUb tile ~ be baa b&Ddlell UlaN -las,p.l applloaUona. 

lot; a dar pea 1t7 1;bat; 110• leMt;or, Ooacreu­
-· 8oYOI'DOI' or 11a1or dooo not; oo• 1n ud uU • 111&1 all ~ laot; I or aJI4 laot; '""'-• ud nen ao lah •• t:bla wia'"' and lpr1JIC, Oolonol llaoko" baa llYOil tbea t:bo lllproaalon -- t:bo Y"'l otro"f lllprooaloD -- tbal lt 'her wo11ld bold a lNie4 ol110Uon t; wollld .. tlnl Wr belp 
Ul• k .... - paal. 

All -. •• peoplo ~ ._. ... ._ - lnlt; tho taol ..._lno tbal t:bo,J oll lnolot; Ulot; Uter baYO been en­o..,...a - Ool-1 RaokoU k 10 abea4 w1 Ul oloeUona . 

r. D. ll. 
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THE S ECRETARY OF" TME INTERIOR 

193?. 

ICT c!ear llT. Prn14ent: 

!hie will aelcnowl eclce t"eceipt of ,our eo.nm1ea t1on of 
VaT 20 , to which wee attached a doeu.ent aarked •oeeret.• 
I wHl be goyerned b)' 7011r inatrueUono 1D thio Mthr. 

'l'he Pt"edc!ent, 
The White Rouoe, 

Sincere},- 7011ra, 

S.ct"etar,. of the Interior, 



Tho Preoident, 

The lhite Houoe. 

J.IY dear llr. Preeident: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

June 10, 1937. 

Tour letter of June 9 , with reference to the proposed Puerto 
Rico investi£&t1on, has been handed to me by Under Secretary West. 

I ahell , of course, implicitly follow your instructions, but I 
regret a e1 tuation that 10igbt have been prevented if we had mved eo 
quickly ae ;rou and I ha.d. wonted. I hop e that we do not find ourselves 
in that rlcioua circle where the J'ederal author! ty tramples upon or 
!enoree constitutional rigbh, the people danied those rigbts resort 
to violence and then the Federal nuthorit;r, in order to aaaort itself , 
fUrther donioa civil rights . You will recall that when I aueeested 
an investigation of Puerto Rico I oxpreaaed the fear that W\less it 
was undarta.k:en quicltly we would find ouraelvee in tho ei tuation 1fhore, 
regardless of civil rit;hts and conot1 hltional guarantees, we would 
lun·e to uphold the hand of the Governor. 

I do not believe that if an announcement had been made that the 
Administration proposed to conduct a fair and impartial investigation 
the incident of two dqo ago, when Judge Cooper was shot a t, would have 
occurred. Thet t hia annoW\ce1:1e11t was not made was entirely the fault 
of Governor Winship. You sue.geated three weeks ago tomorrow that I ask 
hi10 to request an investigation. I did eo immediately by a code ra.dio­
gr&~:~. !lot having heard froiD him, I got him on the telephone the tol­
lo11'1ng llonday, 1/aJ' 24. The excuae he ~ve "" for not answering 11\1 
radiogram wae that he was in a different part of the Island, although 
just 1fh;y it should be i mpossible to reach the Governor of Puerto Rico, 
for two or three de.;yo, w1 th an l..mportant official ra.dioeram froiD laah­
tncton, I do not understand. 

In our telephone conversation on llonda;y, lla;y 24, Governor linehip 
had a good deal to eq about 1 riff-ratf• and •the best people•. He waa 
etrongl;y opposed to an inveetigation of any eort. I inahted that aa 
the head of the Department, responsible in oome degree at leaat tor 
Puerto Rico, I ha.d. a ricJlt to make an adminhtrathe inveatio.tton for 
rJt:1 own information. I pointed out that I did not know the tact& and 
that I wae entitled to know them. I aaid that an inveatigation, at hie 
requeet, would be in h1a own interaot. He a&id he wae oo..tng to Wnah­
i neton the end of that week with Dr. oruenine and e.aked me to defer ac­
tion until hie arrival. 
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On Jrida,r 1:10rning, ~ 28 , after I bad become 111 , I bad Ur. 
Burlew brina Governor Jinehip Md Dr. Gruening to m:t home. I aaid 
that the iawuea aeemed clear. It wae ai.mply a queation whether ae 
secretary of the Int•rior I bad the rieht to cake an inveatiption 
to Worm ~aelt. I dieclaimed 11JV intention of dol114 ~thina that 
would interfere with the prou .. ea of justice on the Ialand. Both 
Gonrnor linahip nnd Dr. Grueninc acreod and they left with the under­
s tancUna that Gonmor 'flnehip waa to write to ae •ut:«eati"6 an 1nveo­
t1g~Lt1on, Which Dr. Gruenlna waa to apProve . 

The following week matteu aeemed to drag. I unt a peremptory 
memorandUJD from the Naval l!oapital that the matter be brout;ht to a 
concluaion. I am informed that aeveral conference• were held , pre­
tided oorer by under Secretary 'feat, at which time the whole 11111Her wae 
tborouchlJ' eanvaeeed wi tb the r .. ul t that Gonrnor 'finehip once mre 
agreed to aak for an investigation. 

~n anaued two or three da1a of atalllng and evaaion on the part 
ot both Goorernor 'finehlp and Dr. Grwmlng. I wac preu1Dt; llr. Burlew 
to get reaulto and he couldn't get in touch with either one. J'inally 
Governor 'finehip declined to carry out hi& a&reement to co.ak for- an 1n­
Yeatipt1on, Whereupon I proceeded to aet up a Comm1aelon tor an 1nvea­
tigat1on. The Cocmieaion wan already aelectod, the travel authoritien 
eigned and everything was in ehape t o go forward When tho unfortunate 
incident occurred in San JUan two dnya "&"· Then came your letter of 
the 9th. 

A• a .,.tter of fact, on the daT on which under Secretary 'feat and 
llr. Burlew were trying to t;et in touch with Govemor 'finehip and Dr. 
Gruaning, they were at tbe capitol reporting to Senator 1',-dince without 
the prior &pPro.,.l of either the Secretary or the Act1nc Secretary of 
the Interior. I anticipate a Co1141:reuional inveot1gat1on of thie whole 
Puerto !Uco aituation. and unleu the Department 1o timely in informing 
lt .. lf, we me,y be in aerioue difficulty, eepecially contidorina the at­
titude of Senator ~inga townrd the A~1n1atrat1on. iurthermore, I 
do not know what to aa,y to the proteo tnnta Who delli!Uld an 1nveotiGRt1on 
and who hnvo criticized Governor W1nehip nnd Dr. Grueninc to tho point 
of demandlnt; thelr removal. 

You lcnow better than I what -:r be the repercuaaion in Cllltral and 
South Aaeriea if we haYe f\lrther aerioua dhturhancea in Puerto Rico. 
But quite aaide froe thio, it •-• t o ce that aince Puerto Rico 1a in 
Ill)' Departaent I ahould be ln a poai tion to adoriae Qf&elf aa to the tach 



-3-

in auch a a1tuat ion "" btu arisen. I don 1 t pretend to know what tho 
facta aro and I havo no diopocition to pre-Ju4co, but, I an frnnk to 
oq, thAt on the haole of such fneh aa have cooe to ce there 1a ouch 
to be explained on t he part of Co•ernor Vlnehlp and hla adzoin1atra.tlon, 
ao far ae the Ponce dhturbanco h concerned. I ha•e honoatl.J' tried 
to dlgeat auch facto ae have como to me, but here ia a aituatlon whore, 
necesearlly, both portiee are caklnc eelf - eervine atate~nte. 

'!!he al tuatlon ceta down to thh: Co•ernor 'finehip by h.la ·-­tiona and delaye prnanted the azmouncecont of tho appolntoent of a 
Co=lulon to innotltl&te at a u ... wllen thla llieht have done IIIUch to 
allay feollne;. In the meentlmo an •incident• occure and now he plcooda 
that incident 411 a turther reason aeainet an inveatlgatlon. I know 
thAt If I wore in hh plD.ce I would have aalced for an ln•eat1eat1on 
YOluntarily aoJOe tiDe .,;o. It he Ia not afraid of tho facta, why Ia 
he so anrloua not to haYe the" brouejlt to the aurface by the Aclninia­
tratlon ltaolf which, natura.llJ', ~ be auppoaod not to want to do 
&nythlng that would hurt Ita preetlge elthor in Puerto Rico, the con­
tinental UDI ted Statea or Latin America. 

Aa a mtter of couree, I will carry out your inetructlona, but I 
hope you will pe.rdon 11e If I oq that tha a:>ra incidenta of the aort 
that have bean occurring for eooe time in Puerto Rico, tho more elenrl.J' Ia a fair and impartial 1nveet1satlon by your own ~m1n1atratlon lndl­
ented. 

'fhen everyth.lng 11 gnlng on happily, there Ia no roaaon for an 
Investigation, and It •••~• to be Governor 'flnehlp's theory that when there are dlaturbanceo thot Ia no tioe fo r an lnvoetigation. I ao not 
portlculnrl y lnteroated in what may happen to Governor Wlnahlp, but I 
1110 very web lnt ereoted in the rocord thAt your Adlllinletration will 
leave for Juatieo and fair play in our Poaooaaiona, eupecially where 
tha iBOUO Of Civil liberties it involYed, 

Sincerely youra, 

~~?L/.-
secretar,r ot tho Interior. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINCTON 

'!'HE PRZSIDDT TOOJ: ftlll 

UP PIRSOULLT WITH TRI SIOUT ART 

or '!HI IITIRICR. 
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liT dear ltr , Pruldent 1 

• 
/'. 
~" ~J ~~ c-q "/'. THE SECRETARY o.- THE INT ERIOR <'~ 

WASHINGTON 1'(<'~ ~ <:>,_, 

JaA\11U7 26 0 1939 , 

<'/k "'A '.r<" 
<"o ;y .(p 

I feel deepl7 the d .. perate a1tuat1on 1n whl.ch the Spa.Dhh 

Lo7!'l1ata t1Dd the11Ml<ru tocla7 with their backa "C"1Det the wall 

t1gbt1n& hero1e&ll7 a battle whl.ch 1 protoundl7 bellne h 1D no all&ll 

degree oura. I do not want to a4d to 7our Ilea.,. burden o! raapona1-

b111t7 at a cr1t1cal ti.Jie 1D tbe wor ld'• hl.ato1'7, but I would not be 

true to ..,eelt 1t I tailed to .alee a laat appeal tbet the ••barco be 

llthd 1f it cu po .. 1bl7 be dona, It •7 now be too late, but per­

bapa the 111e<r1 table uplift 1n •orale t hat would coae to tba Lo;palhta 

when the7 lean~ed tbat tbe7 did not ataD4 alone 1D the worl4 al&ht 

tbe7 al-"t atlll beat 'back franco and bia lloora , bia Italian hachta 

'rb .. e three encloaurea baY8 Juat co .. to • and 1 ea torwardloc 

tba• to 70U. You lalow lla1'7 Dreier ADd tba Paul Iellom•. aeDclara ot 

t he tel• en-•. Dr, On.buo h the chl.e! aUJ"f!eOD on the a tart ot tba 

ho ap1 tal on wtwlae letter baad be write a . 

'!he Prealdent , 
The l blte Boue, 

.., .. 

Slnoerel7 70ura , 

~~;:-:~ 
Seoreta1'7 of tba Interior. 
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THE 8ECJitETARY 01" THE INTERIOR 



TH C WHITE HOUS!: 

W.ASHINGTO,.. 

JUly Zl, 1937. 

Let tor &a Iokee to h-ea . enclodne apeeoh 

f'IA4e hy 01/tord. Pinchot at llat!onal Convant1on 

or tho Ian.CLk tl4lton Loo.guG 1n Ch.!.oaeo, 
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IC:Y d.....r llr. l'ruident: 

THE $ECRIITARY O f' THE INTERIOR 

WA SHINGTON 

November 20 , 1937 , 

l ulcfl the tollorln& chargee a&fll nat Olld~r-Seer..UU7 Yeat: 

On Novoeber l, llr, Yeot came to 1117 o!f'ice at rtf! inetMCe beeauae 

1 wanted to antiaty rtff&alf with respect to h1s rolntioneh1p with Ur , 

Louie R. OlaYle auheequent to the latter' a reait:Mt1on a a Director o~ 

tho Dirlalon o! l nYeatigatione, Dur1nr, th1a cottoeraat1on w-. Yeet re-

peated a charr,e that ha had Wide to ..., eoDe a1x 100ntba prerloual,- to 

tho ef!oct thAt h11 telephone wire had been tapped, He ~leo &lleeed 

that b e Md been followed, the inference be1ne; by eo"e one under rtf! 

direction nnd control , A th1rd nlliiiJtltion waa that h1a telephone wae 

erose-connected durin& conversations , t hus enablin§ someone elae to 

11eten t n, 

l dented apeci ticall7 and c~ tegor1call,- the allefl"t1on of eapio1>-

"'€" and in a thre&-cornered telephone connreat1on w1 tb ltr, S"ith, D1-

rector of t he Diw1a1on of lll"l'e etit;r.t1ona of the Departeent ot tho l1>-

terior, llr, Sm1th llll1de clear t hat at no time bad he c1maed llr. Yeet to 

be followed; tbn.t uDder the rulee ot the Dep,.rtment he could not do tb1a 

aort o! th1"6 rl thout prior written authority !roD ""' am that he bad 

neYer had en;y wob author1t7 fro• .. . llr, feat p rofeaaed h111~el! to 

be aat1af1M with llro S..t tb1a etlltement &lid wq own i n th1a reprd. 



11th reference to crooe-connect1ng on Mr , Weet 'o tolenhone , I 
cAlled in the chief operator, the aoo1a tant chief operator and the 
t wo " ome n who hr>ndle Mr. Weat1 e cello, Theae !our wo..an were quee­
t ioned in Yr, Weot' o p resence nnd he profeooed to be antiefied 
"1 th their etatamento th<>t while it would be poae1bl e to croo11-coeect, 
it h•d never been done. They ell l)varred tmt on no one 1a ordPre eJt­
cept oq owu would they croo&-connect on aey telephone Md thllt I blld 
ntrrer £1•en a111 ouch ordere , 

I n the ""tter ot the alle68<1 t elephone tspping, in llr, l aat 1a 
preoence 1 celled up the Pua1dent of the Cheaapeoke a nd Potomae Tel­
ephone GoapaJ11, 1 told hia that llr, Weet thoU{';ht that hh llelephono 
h!ld been tapped IUld ~toked h1m to send o.n eXJ)&rt to teat llr. Weot 1 1 Una, 
both for a preoent tap a o well ae !or evidence of a prior one , 1! MrY 
""ch eYidence arlated. 

The Clenorel ~er of the Coapany, llr. C, A., Robinoon, aceoapanied 
b)' & techn1citi.D and Mr . Gnacoir,ne , who 1a in cM.ri!O of the Government 
telephone aemce, called that - d~ on llr. Weat , Pluaa no lie th&t 
111f order to the telep hone compaJlT, which Wl\1 gi•ven i n llr, Weot 1o pre .. 
~nee , w"' that Mr. Weat 1a telephone wire be teated ! or a po11i ble t11p . 

llr. Weet, without prior &uthority or 111~equent rat1!1caUon ~· 
me, in fact without 111 knowlede;e , ordered thAt lilY talepho»e line , Md 
thoae of Pirat Aaail t ant Saeratary Wal.tera and Auiot•~t Secratl\1'7 
Ch&~ be &lao teotad. The da;r followtnc ltr, Weot R««''•ted to ee that 
t he Wal teu am the Ch&pmM 11111!1 be teet ed &lid I sa•• ordera to th&t 
effect , On thh occ11o1on, llr, l eet flliled. to mention to • that he Mel. 
al.readJr ld. wn ouch ordere nor did be eq AJ17th1QS about the 111St.roctlona 
that he hlld. e iYen w1 th reepect to wq owu 11na, 

a 



I 
!be iwoeottsati on developed t hAt t here Wftl no preeent tsp on SnT 

of the four 11neo imeet1gste4 or ezq ovtdenee of an esr11er tap. It 
414 develop in the 1nveati gation that ~ telephone line Into a7 private 
office h&d a dictaphone co111loct1on. the telephone people , without con­
eult1n& .,. ftlld appsrentl)' act111g under ordere h'oa llr, f eat , or at leaet 
In underetsndlllg coopers tion with him, wrote a report which contained 
the above tecto . 

llr. l oot !mew all ~bout thh report and the time when ita de1iveey 
waa to be e:q>ecte4 in rtr::1 office, When the report reach~d rtr::f deok I 
eeeertained ror tbe ftrat t tao that -.;r on w1 re h&d been inveatiga.te4, 
the report referred t o sn °obotruc:tion• on lilY wire. 'l'he telephone 
people diocuoaed thia "obetruction• with Mr. f eat , who quaottoned 
whether it r~tn>t be a dlc t a:phono t ap . He waa anawered In the af!tr• 
atlve . 

On the theor,. that 1 t -a DO coDCen of eubordinat .. in thia 
Depnrtment whet -.;r own line micht or might DOt ahow, I called the 
Pr .. ident of the 'relephone Collp&IQ' when hia report reached m,. doole 
ftlld told hia that 1 wanted the l~ with refereDCe to -.;r lhe 
deleted. 'rh1e be di d after wltbdrawln& hie oristnal letter . The 
tollowl~~g aornl~~~t he aent ae s IIUbetttute report in like !ora bllt r&­

terrl~~g onl)' t o the condi tion of the linea Of the throe aoolotant 00~ 
reterieo. A cop)' of t hlo 1 oont to Wr. l oot and the other cop)' I ouP­
pl ied to the other two aaoi at&nt oecretftrieo for their in!oraation. 

Subeoquontl)', 1011e t wo or three dayo ..,;o, llr. l ut wrote t o the 
t elephone co~ saldn« !or a cop)' of ito oricJ.nal report conteJ.ntac 
a reference to the "obotruction• on 8)' line. 



On loYeaber 18 a eeneattonal """"J)!lper eto"7 broke to tho e!!ect 

thl\t !Icy' peroonal line hlld been tapped , dth tho roaul t tbat one ot ~ 

coll1'ident1al aldea (apparently .ean1Jit llr. !url...,) could hear .,..e,.,.­

thiDt thllt -• aaid 1D :r office, 'Pbl a , o! courae, wae not true. It 

repreae.n ted merely another e!!ort to fra me Mr. llurl"" , with me ao a 

fellow rtctu. 

I cbar,.e , &114 1 aa prep•red to proYa , thllt llr. 'feat turntahed the 

bae1c !acto upon which thie newspaper ator;r , which wao orlginall:y 

wr1tten by D&Tid Priondly ot the 'laahin&ton Dally llewa, waa 'bu.ilt up . 

1 aa prepared to pro'\08 thllt llr. 'feat wrote to the 'laahin&ton Telephone 

Conpany for a copy ot ita original report referrina to the 'obe tructi on' 

on 1fT line, 1 aa p repared to pro..e that llr. 'feat ahowed a copy of thia 

letter to llr. 1riendl:y. 

llr. 'feet baa ehown h1moelf b;y thia act to be dialoyal not onl:y to 

hie itlllediate chief bllt to the Preeident of the United Statee. Nothing 

bllt diecredit can follow froa the publication or ouch a eto"7. In 1fT 

Judement thie incident will eeriouoly hamper ;you in your ertort to chanee 

the Mme or thla Department to that ot Department or Coneenat1o11. I 

lw!. Md occaeioll prior to tbh to llll.etruat llr. 'feet and to doubt hie 

lo78lty. 1n ~ opinion, bo 1a not a !it poreon to be 'employed ill this 

Department , or, ill tact , in &Q7 poeit1on or reeponeib111ty aDd truot . 

You know tho d1frtcult1ea that we ha'\08 had here aa a reault or 

llr, Olarta ' nctirttioo, lor llr. Glo:vh 1 can blaae no one bllt -reel!, 

All that 1 can ·~ 1n condoMtion or 1fT j11dg,oent w1 th roepeet to hi a 1a 

that when 1 re,.l1aed the daM,!;e that llr. Ola't'ia w&a doi11g aDd the real 



threat to the ~ntotratton that he constituted, I lost no tlee 

flret in curbing hie &nd then tn MilD& him out of this Depart~~&nt . 

I tho~t that I had ))1\I d d•n.rl7 enough for ell!J)lo71ng Ur, Gln'rle Md 

in allowing him a freer hand than he proceeded to deoonstrate ho could 

not lle truated wi tb, We b&ft done our lleat in the Interior DepArtaent 

to u ... down llr. Gli''Oh but Jlr. lleat , 'll7 bla dhlo:yal act , not oDl7 

baa revi'rOd the scl\ndala of the OlaTit era, be bll.e inaugurated one of 

hie own, OnfortUMtel,-, thie DepArt~~ent is not the one in the Gonm ... nt 

in which ece.ndala can lleat lle nautralhed, 

I baTe laid theee facts llefore you in the llelief that it wao ~ 

duty to do eo . I ..., prepl\red either to proft C'OOr.f allegation aade or 

to withdraw it , 

The Preoident, 
The White !louse. 

Stncerel7 7oura , 

. --Secrst8r7 of the Interior, 
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Confidential Telegram trom Wilson--German~ 

To Cordell Hull 

In r e- Bel1U11 

Attached letter trom Cordell Hull to President 
and copy of hia letter to Sec. of the Interior, 
copy of Sec . Swanson ' s letter to Sec . of Inter i or, 
and cop~ of Sec. Woodring's letter to Sec. of I nter ior. 
All pertaining to the exportation of helium. 

SEE-- Hugh Wilson--foreign file--Drawer 2--l938 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Bow abn' a Ckn'emuat 8Mfttu7 

tor tM T1-.la Ia' tnlel !be ••• 

.... to be Yaoaat. 

r. D. L 



\ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jent161'7 :n, 1938. 

ICr dear llr. Pru1c1entl 

i'he.nk you tor eenc11ne .,., en "utogrBJ)hec1 copy ot • tog 

of the Cruise of President J'ranklin D. Rl>oe..,.elt to Dry 

Tortuee.o , l'lor1do. • !'hie trip wae lota of tun end I am 

cl&d to han a pef'llel\ent record of 1t, althout;h I .uapect 

that •Pa• Wateon reaortec1 to nefarious pract1cea in euppree-

dng the true account of the J:!i!C~itlcent efforts he aade to 

eea to it that e proper m111tar,r ealute wae accorded you 

upon arrhal . How..,.er, aoral turpitude 1e to be expected 

of a men who, aclcnowledglne that he owes .,. a nickel on a 

"debt of honor•, ateadtaatly refueea or neglects to pq it, 

The Preeident , 
The White Houoe, 

Sincerely youra, 

~T~ 
Secreta.ry of the Interior, 



THE SECRE'TAR'f OP THE INT£RIQR 
THE WHITf I'OUSE 

WASH INGTON 

FEB l II 40 AH '38 

FEB -2 193lfCWEO 

l1001orandum ~ !!!!_ Preaident 1 

Oonrnor II. W. IIArland of Oklahoma, in hh teleg1'8lll to 
70U of Dec.ober 29, 1937, augceat od that repreoentetiveo of 
the Department• of Na>y, Commerce and Int erior be designated 
to attend the conference of Qoyernora of o11-produc1nc atatea 
at Hot Sprlnca, 4rltanaeo, on Jam>aey 24, 1938. In 70ur repl)" 
of J&l!Ua%7 19, 1938, you lnfol'lled Oonrnor llerllUld thAt II. :a. 
Swaneon, J.aoc1ate Director, Petroleum ConeerTation D1Tieion, 
Department of the Interior, would attend the meeting end pre­
pare a report thereon for trlUlemioaion u,r you to the Soere­
tarleo of lla>y and Commerce. 

The original and two copieo of oald report are encloaed 
herewith, tocether with memoranda for your olcnature, trans­
mi tt i ng the duplicate caplet to the Secreterleo of Navy and 
COlliDe roe. 

Secretary of the Interior. 

lnc1ooureo 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFVICE OF THE SECRETARY 

rETIIOL£UM CONSERVATION DIVISION 

WASH INGTON 

1!IPOI!'1' OJ 0 IL COJISIRV 1.1' I Oil CO!InDNCJI 
<ai.I.1ID BY 00¥:&11110& I, 11, V&JIU!ID rm OU.AIJ!WA 

BO! SPlUIOI, tpKAJIB&II 

JJ111].1Ja 24-211, 1938, 

~ha oil coneeroa tion confer ence called b7 Governor 1 . 11. Karl&Dd 

of Olclahoaa met at tha llaa t man Hotel , Bot Spri.~~&o, .lrkanaaa, J&lllllllT 24 

and 215, 1938, Gonrnor OlJ'de ~i~~&le7 of lew llerlco and Gonrnor CA!'l 1 , 

Bail.,. of ArkaDaaa wer e preaent ao were &lao the repreoentativea deol!­

Dahd b7 the Gonrnoro ot Utah. lllinot. , lleot Virgini a and LouieiaDa. 

AI a reault, oeven oil-produci ng Stateo rere repreoent ed, l nvit ationo 

to the conference wore r eported to have been accepted b7 the Governora 

of Califomia, Penn17lTania and lanoaa, but their deoignahd repr a .. n-

t a tiveo did not appear , ~he Governor of ~ex..a wao aai d to ha• e declined 

t he i nvitation .. nt to him, ~o:o .Anglin of OklahOllla Cit7 waa proaent 

ao an obaaroer on behalf ot t he Int eratate Oil Coapact Co~ioaion and 

I. B, hanaon, Aaoocl.ah Director, Petroleua Conoeroat1on D1Yia1on, 

Depart ment of the I nterior, wao pr eeent aa an obaerver on behalf of the 

federal GoYernment, 

!M oonferiUUia waa called, Gonrnor Karl&Dd atatad. in hia openi~~& 

ruarka, in order t o atudy the :!'lltura d......,d for pe t rolewo in the 

Uftited ltatea and our ahilit7 to produce a .upply eutficient to ,..., 



that ~ u ... u aa to dhc:u.aa the reaponaibiliUaa ot the 

conrnOl"l of the Oil-produoi~~& ltat ea iJI COllJIIOtiOil with the problaa, 

""'- ltataa han the aola rlcht to control tho production ot 

oil within their own bordora but ri th that richt there 1a the ace.,._ 

PIU!TiD« dll\7 to ao uoroiaa that rl.&ht u to inaure the rraatui 

banatU tor the JraUoft1 , GoYorBor llarlaftd aaid, • I """ ••• no other 

11Uthor1t7 which Oaft control the production ot oil uoapt tho authorl\7 

Ylated in the oil-product~~& Btataa. It 1a our dut7 to keap a lllPPlT 

ot oil aY&ilabla in the U.ited ltatoa adequate to moat the daaand 1ft 

tho U.itod ltataa. le and we alone can aake 8114 entoroe coftaaJ"Tation 

aea..uraa . 1'a Oaft pr.,.ant wuta 1n oonnaotton wt th the p roduction ot 
oil. 1'a C&ll pronftt that greater waata that occurs un4ergrou.n4 attar 

the diocoYor,r ot aYery new oil ttald. 1'e can ancouraca or dtaoouraga 

the drilling ot new walla. 1'a .uat do more than preYint waato, 1'o 

.uat encoura«e !Uid protect the men who dtaconr new oil tlelda or 

endeaTOr to dtaooTar thea.• 

OoTornor Karl&ftd 1tatod that tho ootiaatoo preoonted to the con­

tareDCa would ahow that u llllCh oil would han to be dtacoTOred 1n 

the U.itad Stataa during the nut twent7 TO&ro, 1t conto~~plated dllll&lld 

ia to be aet, u waa dtoooTOred in the paat otcht7 TO&ra. !o the ~ 

Mil, he oaid, the dt rlaton ot our pro11nt prond reaorTaa b7 our 

pro~la UlZIII3l d•t"" would 1ndtcate that •• had arpproz111at.l7 a ha 

71ara' INPPlT on haftd but thh, he oaid, h not true baoau11 our 

reaoi'TOe ....,., be pi'O<tlaoed in that Uae. 
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1 If we produae our knowa oil fielde at their aaxt.ua abilit7, 

we could take care of tho ~ f or not quite four 7eare, 1 tho 

OoYornor eaid. 1 Benee, new diecoTeriee .uet be S84e aDd enoour.,.a. 

If we e&DDot aake theee diaooTeriea at the preeent coat of production, 

we IIWit aaaure at leaet tho coa t ot production neceeoiLl')' to lllcouroace 

the i~tey to f1.D4 new tielde. becau11 nothinc could be 80re d11-

aatrowo to the oOWltirT and induatey than to h&YI a ta.pOr&lrT ehortoace 

et oil. lA the put hiato17 ot tho produoiJis branah ot the petrolwa 

indu.at17, wheuTer nww flalda were naedecl., the purch&ainc coarpaniee 

potted a prill t o encour.ce f11141Jis th•. .And thq found th-, but 

our probl•• 11 lll1l.lh larpr now than in the old dqa. 1 

OoYernor Marland atated that it would be n•••••&rT to diecoYer 

one blllioa barrel• of oil an""allT for aach of the next fiT• 71U1 

aDd an iDcreaeinc IIIDOUDt thereafter to a ponible UIOWit ot two 

billion barrele anauN.lT, twent7 Tl&lrl henee. 

11han there ia a thorouch undaret&D41QC of the patrolewa n .. da 

Of tho OOWltlrT, ..... D it la 1Uldoretood that WI IIWit IODt1liWI and ITID 

aooelerate tho dilcow1'7 of new oU fialde. I 11111 eure that the patro­

l.,. lllduat1r7. with tha encourac-at of the oll-produoiDC Btatee, 

will aMt the llt11attoa1 , OoYarnor Marland ea14. 1 1han we underet&Dd 

that we haw not ten 7U ... 1 1\liPPlT of oil 1D al.cht but onl7 four Tl&ra ' 

auppl7 troa exietlDC tialda and that Dl'll' dieooYoriea auet be aade eoon 

ia order to .,.arantee the ttnh T~&~r'• nppl7, and that we IIWit diacoyer 

at the rate of a billioa barrela a 711r or more tor the aert fiTe 7l&ro, 
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aad a cr.at d..,l zora than a bU11oa barrels a T&&r after the oext 

f'ln Tear• 1a order to ... t tu daeend; wua the llaUoa aad the oU­

p roduaLD& lt~tae aDd the petrol.w. 1nduetr.r aDd the publ i c realize 

theoa t ach aDd act oa thie knowla~, 1 aatertaia no !ear tor the 

lhonace of oil . It 11 oDJ.r ~r&Dea o! the tN41 eituaUoa we need 

t o fi&J'. 1 

.u tu olooa ot tha oontel'UIOa, tha conrnnl'l aDd conrnoro ' 

repr.eaata t1Tee lD atteDd&Aea acraed that a eeooDd aeattcc would be 

hald I OIMUaa durinc the ooa1q ! all, !or the purpooa o! fUrther 

re~iow1nc the dat a aDd Ci•1nc detailod conai deration t o the mot hod1 

wherebT aD ..,.1e ~PlT o f oU could be llo8de aTailabla t o meet the 

future dlllalld tor on lD t.he lm1ted ltatH. 

71•• obarte aDd a detailed r eport , 1Sotimata ot Petroleum Re••~••, 

Uoited ltatao1 , eubmttted to Oo~ernor Marland on Januar,r 6 , 1938 bT 

JJ.u W. llolelo7, a p oloctot o! Poaoa CU7, Clkl.aboaa, ,.. ... etucUod 1D 

10110 4ata1l <tur1JIC t u eontereaee . 

Chan A portr~ the t obl do• .. U• oonaWIJ>Uon o! petroleWD 1D 

t he ODtted ltatee troa 1918 throu,b 1937 and the aetiaated future rate 

o! tha .s-eua dMonA tor petrol..., ia the ODtted ltat .. troa 1938 

t o 1967, iD01uaha, file oetiaah of tll.tura doloeoUa daa•"" for petro­

leua wae baaed upoa a 4.1 par .. at r ata of i aortau i!w'lq aaoh of 

t.he eext \ an )'earl aDd a 2 ,4 per oaat rata of lncreaea dDrlQC aaeb o! 

the toU owtac ua T&ara. Oonraor llarl&Dd etate4 thet ha b.4 atlced 

Mr. llolelo7 t o U•tt h to o\ud,r t o t ho doloaeUa d&ai&Dd. leanne ollt 



conoidaration of l8porto &D4 exporto, &O he otatod it waa hlo belief 

that tho llll])orto 1111d ll'iporh of petrolewa would, within a few ;rearo, 

b&laue 0111 &DOther, 

In tho dioou.oion which tollowinc tho preoentation o! theoe 

charto, eoeo doubt waa u:pre11od, partloularl7 b7 Dr. 11. 11. Lelchton, 

Illtnoio State O.Olociot, &e t o the probability of encounterinc a 

uniform incroaoe in d8mand aa indicated on thto chart, it beinc 

t houcht that ooae reoeooiono in dea8ad would be encountered duriac 

~he 2().oyear period. Oonmor llarl1111d otated. howOYer, that non 1t 

t here were no incroaao in d~ oub11quct to 1e42, the potrolwa 

dtuatlon oub11quant to that date would be o! t~ppro:d.~~ahl7 tho ""'"' 

lnhne 1t7 ao that ahown 1n the table on Chart D &D4 i h cnphio pno­

oentation on Chart 1. 

Chart ! obowa the aoaumulated diocoYeriea of petroleua in the 

United Stat .. troa 1900 to J&mJArT 1, 1938, the acwwl.ated production 

of patrolWII in the United Stateo duriDC tho oama period; elld the 

aoouaulatod drilled petroleum reoerYoo ln tho United Stateo troa 1928 

to JIJZfJJAr7 1 , 11138. !hit chart indioatll that, &I of JtJJ%UZ7 1, 1900, 

tho aoauaulatod production of petroloua in the United Statoo totaled 

~prozlllatol7 one billion b&rrolo, with &O~atod diocoYoriea ao 

of that date equol to t~pproxlllatolT al bUlloa barrola, or aowzulatod 

diooonr1oo equal to t~pproxlllatelT ~ tl•• the aowaulahd pro4wtt1on. 

In ceneral, a oorroepeiiiUJIC rolaUonahip 1a ahown up to 1920 when 

ao....W..tod produotion W&O oli.PtlT ln ono11 of 5 billion barrola 



and aocuoulated diocoYerieo ~proxia&tel¥ l2t billion barrelo. The 

line portrartnc Uoited Stateo accuaulated d1acoYerieo becan to rioe 

oharpl¥ 1n 1925 and conthmed at that lncreaoed rt\te throuch 1930, 

thh period including euoh ma,jor dioconrill '" Seminole, Oklaholll& 

City, :laat fexao, and lettleman Kille. .l.t the clou of 1930 acCUOIU­

lated production in the Uoited ltateo totaled 13 billion barrelo with 

ac~~ted d1ocoYarieo in the U.ited State• equal approxia&tely to 

28 billion barrelo, leaYing the oil reoerYeo of the United Statea 

aa of the cloae of 1930 equal approximately to 15 billion barrela , 

J'ro:a 1930 to the olou of 1937 the accumulated produc tlon of petroleu:a 

1n the United Stat•• 1ncreaeed by nearly 7 billion barrel•, whereaa 

ac8Umnlated diocoYeriea of petroleum 1n the Ubited Stateo increaeed 

by eli&htl¥ leaa t ban 5 billion barrel• , i ndicating that the oil 

r .. erYea of the United 8tat11, aa of the cloae of 1930, had been drawn 

on to the extent of approxiantely 2 bllllon barrela boy the cloae of 

1937. The chart alao ahcwa that, of the approxt.tely 15 billion 

barrela of ell in reaenea nt the oloae of 1930, approx11Datel7 3 billion 

barrel• of enid reeenee exiated in than known and drilled acreace an4 

approxia&tely 1.2 billion barrela exiated 1n then known bolt WldrUled 

acraace. The proportion of r .. enea extattnc 1n drilled acraace tn­

oraaaed &DDU&ll7 until, at the oloae of 1937, the total eatt.ated reaenea 

of 12, 9 billion barrel• wera ealoulated to oonaiat of 9. 5 bi llion barrela 

exioUnc 111 drilled aoreap an4 3. 3 billion barrela in und.rilled 

aoreace. It wu pointed out that tile 1Dcreaeinc proportion of re .. nea 
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exlotlnc in drilled acreage l o 1nd1oat1ve of the fact that a aub­

otant lal portion of the oil we1lo whieh have been completed ainoe 

1930 were drilled to develop reoerveo in known pro4uct1ve acreac• 

and that 1t t hio trend t o continued without new dlocoverleo, the preoent 

undr111ed oil r eaerv81 would be claooed ao drilled reoerveo within two 

r•ar•. 
Chart C, !hie chart ohowo in monthlT detail fro11 J~ l, 1931 

to October 1, 1937 tho Ublted Btateo aacumulated reoervoo, the United 

Stateo accumulated drilled reaerveo, the United Stateo monthly drilled 

r eoervaa , and the UD!ted Statea monthl7 reoerveo produced. Th.io chart 

ie of part icular 1ntereot in that it ohowe, tor what 1a believed to be 

the :tint time, a figure of 15 billion barrela aa the ~grecate petro­

leum reoerveo in the UDited Stateo ae of JaDUar7 1, 1931, 

Chart D, 'l'hl a chart portra;ro the eetillated produclnc ability o:t 

the known drilled raoerveo wbieh, ao of JaDUar7 l , 1938, were eotl.aated 

to total 9, 6 billio11 barrelo, The chart aloo ohowe that , of thie 

reoerve, 1,5 billion barrelo are ill fielde capable of extr ... :tluah 

produotio"!, 1,3 billion barrelo in tleldo of :tlueh production, 2.5 

billion barrelo in :tielde o:t ••1-:tluah produotioa, and 4,3 bilUOA 

barrelo 1n tieldo o:t oettled production, B7 applTin& proc!w:tion 

deolino .urweo to the four olao••• of reoerveo .. ntioaed, it lo cal­

eulated that the welle ill the lalon drilled reoerveo would be capable 

of a dailf averace produotlon of 6,660,000 barrel• Curine li3S but 

that thio pro4uotnc ablli t:r would decline 1'1111141T and durl111 1939 
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1r0uld Mount t o 3, 588, 000 barrele dail7, M emount wbiGh would be 

equal approxi&atelJ to the d&ilJ •••race d.-and dl:lriDC 1939. 17 t.he 

clo•• of 1940 t he .. walla would h&n declined t o & poi nt where theJ 

would be cepable of procluc1DC onlJ 2 , 4?0, 000 barrel• datlT, aDd b7 
Bo••ber, 1941 would be eepable of produeiDC at & de117 r ate of 

1 , ??0 , 000 barrel e. I f theee welle were allowed to produce without 

reatraint , the7 would be capable ot produc1QC, 1n exceaa ot demand, 

1 , 218, 000, 000 barrela of petroleum until the time would be reached 

when their producin& abil lt7 would be equal to the current rate of 

deS&Dd.. ~baequBDt thereto t bair proclucinc abil i t7 would be leae 

tbM t he demand and the exceea produetion preYi ouelJ pl aced in etorace 

tbM would h&YI tc be dra"" upon. ~eh dr&tta tro• • to race, tn ooD­

j uaction with tbe deolininc produotnc abil i ty of our kno11D drilled 

r .. er•••• would be eepable of .. et1QC the eetiaated dellaJ!d unUl 

llo• •ber, 1941, which date, on the chart, h labeled the criUe&l 

point . It ie thie eituatton which OoYernor Karl&Ad had 1n a1D4 when 

he atat-.i in hie openiDC r-.rb that we have not ten 7eare 1 wpplJ 

ot oil 1n •icht but onl7 tour 7e&rt 1 eupplJ from ex1eUnc fielde, 

Chart D &leo contain• & tl.\llle ehowiDC t he d1ecOYeriee of petro­

lW8 whteh would be neceeeaJ7 oY~r a 6-)-ear period, UIN.IIIiDC a "--d 

increaee of 100 mi lli on barrele 7e&rl7 and a conetant dieoo•err rate 

of one bUllon barrele annallT thro\ICII 1941, !hie table h u 

fcllowat 
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Per Cent D.UII 1938 1939 1 1940 1 1941 1 1942 ; 1943 1 19~ ; 19'5 ;Depleted 
I 411 l1cureo in Williono ot !&rrolo I I I I I : .U ouaed DeaaD4 1 1,2001 1, 3001 1, 4001 1,5001 1, 6001 1, 7001 1,8001 l , 9001 
I I 

lotim&tod £vorace Bate ot Production 
Undor Prooont Proration Bm11nce Production tro.: I I I : I : Drilled Beoorvot I I I I I : I (9, 600) 1, 100 1 ,0001 9001 850: 8001 7501 7001 4201 67f, 

I I I : I Pro&iOtton ~~ I Preoent hon I 
but Olldrllled I I I I I I I I Rooorvo (3, 300)t 100: 200! 300! ~I ~I 2001 150! l OOt 47f, 

I 
Production treat I 
1938 Diocover- 1 I 
teo (1, 000) lOOt 1001 200! 1501 1001 501 30! .,~ 

I 
Production trOat 
1939 Diocovor- 1 I : ioo (1, 000) 1001 1001 2001 1501 lOOt 50! 70/. I 
Production trOat 
1940 Di.ocover- 1 I 
leo (1,000) 1001 1001 200! 1501 lOOt 6~ 
ProdUction traa: 

I 1941 Dioccvor- 1 I I I I i oo (1, 000) lOOt 1001 2001 1501 ~~~ 
Noooooar,r Pro- 1 
duoUon trom 

' 1942 43 .. (Sooooaar,r Dtocovor,r I D1ooover1oo 1942-2,000,000,000 bblo. ) 200! 450! 1, 01501 
I 

I I I fotal ho4lae- I I I I I I I I UOD I 1, 2001 1,3001 1,4001 1, 5001 1,8001 1, 7001 l , 8001 1, 9001 
I I I I I I I I I 

!otal Dtocovor,r .. ooooar,r in ••zt 15 To.ro 6, 000, 000, 000 Jarre1o. 
fetal a.oorvo ot 411 Dtooovortoo Proviouo to 1942 - £t Clooo ot 19~ 6, 200, 000,000 b ... rolo . 
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!he aalaulatione upon whloh \hie table ie bated iDdieate that 

b7 the cloee of 1946 our pre11nt drilled rellrTee of 9, 6 bU11oD 

barrels will ha•e been depleted to an extent of 6? per cent: our known 

but U.DdrUled reeerne of 3,3 b1111on barreh will han been depleted 

to &a extent of 4? per cent; the diecoYeriee of one billion barrelo 

contemplated tor 1938 will haYe been depleted to an extent of ?3 per 

oeat; the dieooYerieo of one billion barrelo eonte~latec! for 1939 

will haYI been depleted to an extent of ?0 per cent; the diocoYerieo 

of one billion barrel• contemplated for 1940 will haYe been depleted 

to an extent of 65 per cent; and that the dieco•eriee of one billion 

barrel• contemplated for 1941 will haYe been depleted to an extent of 

55 per eent. !he ~~ppl1caHon of theoe depleHon peroentaceo, ao ohown 

in the table, inc!ioatee that at the eloee of 1945 there would remain 

6,28?, 000,000 barrel• of oil troa our preeent drilled and UDdrilled 

reeerTee and the 41oooYertee whieh are eonte.plated tor 1938, 1939, 

1940 and 1941, 'l'ba ohart inc!ioat .. fUrther that a diaconry of two 

billion barreh dltt1DC 1942 w1ll be ueeoeary, 

Ohart I, !hie ohart portrqe craphtoallT the data ohown in the 

table contained in Chari D • 

.t. eet of the oharte referred to wao obta1Ded and aq be colliUl tee! 

in the office of the A11ootate DirHtor tor Prod.ucUon, PetrolWII 

Conoer.ttoa Dtrtoion, .... 731&, lDterior 1111141ac. 

!here 1e attaahed a oop7 of the report at pr epare4 and eubaltted 

to Oo'NrDOr llar1an4 b7 .t.lu w. lleCo7. rue report contain• \he lett ... 
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of tr&Da,.Utal, table ot contente, & 8U1a1U'7 of the more U!porbnt 

pointe , the total crude oil reoerna from known tieldo in the 

Un ited Stateo aa of January 1, 1938, a d1acuaa1on of oome of the aajor 

H•a traated in tho report, the eattsated coot of tlndiDC, drlllinc 

aDd prodw:inc the 18 billion barrelo dioconred betwean 192!1 aDd 1937, 

1noluoin, and tho .. tl.lllatod ooat of f1nd1DC, dr1ll1DC and produci"C 

the 28 billion barrelo neceoanr.r to be found from 1938 to 1967, iD­

cludn, a record of drill inc in the U.Ued Ita tea troa 1926 to 1937, 

a record of aver ace crude oil pri oea in Qklahoaa &Dd lanaao troD 1911 

to 1937, otocka of crude oil held in the United Stateo fro• 1920 to 

1937, a detailed record of production an4 reaarna b7 poole 1n the 

maJor otl-produci"C Statea, 

A. IWIIIO&l')' ot m&,Jor potnta 11 ae follower 

•1, 'l'ha total known or proTed reoerve ot crude oil 1n the United 

&tatoo aa of Jaaaar,r 1 , 1938, ie aotlaatad at epproxlsat•lT 12, 900, 000, 000 

barrelo, 

2 . Of th1a reoarve, 9, 600, 000,000 barrela are drilled at the 

preoent tiae; 3, 300, 000, 000 barrelo of t hia reaern are known but 

w>drillod. 

3 , fha t otal da.and tor oruda oil 111 the Ublted S tateo for the 

next tnnt7 71ar1 11 eotiaated at epproxiaatelT 34, 000, 000,000 barre1a , 

~he total .-ouAt of oil dioooTered to date 111 the Ubited ltatea 11 

~proxiaatelT 33, 000, 000, 000 barrela , !he total -t produced to 

data 11 IPI'roziaatl17 20, 000, 000, 000 barre1a , 
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' · In order to meet expected demand durin$ the next twen\7 

yearo, it i o neaeoenry, in Addition to the production from the known 

reoerve, t o d1ocover 28,000, 000, 000 barrelo of new oil , !hio rete 

of d1oconey 1o equal to t he rata of dhcoYeey in the United Stat .. 

aince 192,, D1ocovecy rateo haTe dtol1ned over ~ duriac the lut 

tnan 71aro u coll!parad with d1aconey ratea fro:a 19a. - 1930, 

incluoiTe. 

5 , The averace total coot to the ind!lltcy for delinrinc one 

barrel of oU to the pipe line, conaidarill& all investaent with illtereat , 

it eatiaated as followo l 

(a) lor oil d iacovered between 1924 and 1938 ••••• • $1. 11 

(b) lor oil neoeoaacy to be d1aconrld durlnc 
the next twen\r-7ear period... .. ........... 1, 89 

6. Conaiderinc no additional development , preaent drilled reeervoa 

are oatiaatld to be ~ble of auppl71nc demand until Wov .. bar , 1961, 

7 . Dilcoveriet neceuacy duri nc the next ti va 78&rl in order to 

balance INpplT wit h d_.,d in 19411 - 6, 000, 000, 000 barrelt . 1 

Aoaociata Director. 
At hchwnt 

Jari».arT 29. 1938. 
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Memo to SteTe Earl7 
PRom the President 

Peb. 14, 1938. 

Asks b~ to remind b1a to apeak to Sec . Iokea about 
attached tentatiYe atate~nt 

In re-Governmental reorganization bill 

See StaTe Earl7 !older-Drawer 2--19S8 



THE SECRETARY 01' THE INTERIOR I.JY 0 
WA.SH INGTON \ ,.? . ,/) 

lluch U, 1938, \ 

I(F cl.ear ltr. Pruiunt 1 

I o~~elu• a ro'Uf:h cl.ran of a ~oecb that I ban 

•rl tte11 to be 4elherocl. 1a Chic -co oa .April 3, I aa ••""'­

lilt; tbh 10 that 7011 -:r ban it la oa11 azt:1 quoUon with 

roferoDCe t o 1t 11 ra!oecl, It - 'be aleo that 7"" wiU 

•ant to 4o a little oci.1UJ!C on 7our own 104C01lllt, .La ulllal, 

a draft bao 111111• to St .,.. lar17'• offioe 111 the Wh1 to ..,.., 

the Pr11Ue11t, 
!be IFb1 to lou••· 

JDC, 

Slncerel7 70uro, 

~;;:-.~ 
S.crt~\&1"7 of the Interior, 

I· 
( 
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( OGJIJ iDS 

l>ralt ot a44Joeu bJ &c.c. l&.n:~ld. 1.. tek ... kertt&rf or tbe 
Inurlor, oo tbe 50tb Aul,..rt.:7 cr ~~ Cbl~o .J .. tfh 
Courtu, Bout 51-A~. Cb1e-co, llltnott, .Aprll 3, 1938. 

PI 

1 A cold.e:t Jublltt h al~ u oeeaat.oc for rtJotctac. ft!b 7Mrt 

2 h a pod ro\m4 ptrlo4 ta. tht Utt of N7 tod.trt~\1&1 or lfl,tUt~\ton. 

3 ¥e&a\IJ't4 acat ntt tN one bw".4u4 year t u.t our olty boaeu , the halt ce.n-

4 tu.t7 4UJ'tac; which the J ewhh Da.11.7 Courter bat adYW.C:ed the catat of ltt 

5 01lft S'e¢plt aM bat M4t U.t ..,,,. rt&l coAtrtW.Uoc w tbt cr•ua .. or 

6 Chtcaco ttandt out tn bol4 rtlltf . 

1 It 1• a mAtter ot particular coaeratulAtloa thAt M, Ph. Otas~c. the 

8 ptlblhl:.er ct the J ..-hh :Da117 Cou.rhr , hu l>MD ~~panel for 110 a;a.tq' .rru.Utul 

9 Jt&rt to ~dt the 4eettu1et ot blt paper. ~trt ~· bttft not~~CC tMlDtl• 
10 torr nor epb.e:ural a 'bout tho 3"Uh D!Uly Oou.rur. I t.. c,haneter hat bteo 

U at ov.U\.&114..1nc: u that of tu publhber, tu ac.bln•et:.u •• a.a tneUtu-

12 ttco ban beea a #.M.nr e of Uw abtlitJ of Wr. Otnaburc AM the able tWf 

13 Wltb which bo ha• a.lwa.y• aurro\l.Ddtd Mm11lf. It h 41at. tr\oUy a pleaaure 

l4 t o .. to pq tribuu to u al:lle .Utor who ba.t d....otecl hie Uto '0 the 

15 lot.rpreu\lon ot hh people to Aaertca aD4 of .Lzte.rtea \0 hh people; a 

16 can •bo•o 14 .. 1• or ot t i zentblp have boen AO 1a tp1rat1on to the r eat of u., 
l? .tlether our ~ .. \0,. Mpponed. to cou u r lhr or latu to tb.h land wboro, 

lt ba..S.DC coc., alt or u. ~·• la"oortd t.ot.•tl'Ar \o b\1ll4 ~ a ct'I'1U.-Uotl 

1g tt~l7 croUA4Ad ~n 4cmoer•t1o lnttl tuttont. t.dtot an4 contl~on I bavo 

20 the boDOr to ctve ,-ou tbe Jnhh tlai }Jr Courier u4 M. Pb. Gt ubu.r,, tM ~ 

21 ~. 1t1.th tt.-.47 b&o:S .=. clM-1' eye, baa pHt4 1t. tor ftft7 7ea.r• UDt11 

2a it bat ooce to occ~r the potl tton of power and lnf 1u•nc• that it now 
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2 America wao f ounded on thn t heory of l iberty; pol i tical liberty, 

3 Uberty for "ory un to live hio on life i n hio OWII way, subJect only to 

4 tho risht of othoro to live thoir own livoo in their own W&Tl liberty of 

5 rolision: liberty of eoneeionco, It wao natural that tho opproaoed of other 

6 countries, thoeo raaehi ng out f er that liberty which h&e been the aepira-

? tion of II&ZIIrln4 oinco lll&ll firat bopn to project hio thoushto beyond tho 

8 1mcodiate and proooins ~uooticno of food and aholter, ohould have coco to 

9 thie land of f r eedom by the milliono: come from every nation in lurope and 

10 even from Asia, como to fuse together into a new race, to mould a highor 

11 and better eiviliaation than the world bad ever oeen. 

12 It is only necoeoary to recall tho naces of 00110 of the outatandins 

13 horooa of tho Revolutionary Yar to realise what a molting pot this America 

14 of ours baa been from t he beginning - Yaehington, tho man of English 

15 doeeent1 L&Jayetto, the Jrenchman; Kooc iuoko, tho Pole: Kossuth, the 

16 !Jun&&rian; Von Steuben, the German: 1!a.Jam Solocon, the Jew, and many othor o 

17 of leaner note , f r oa the Scandinavian countriee, froa Rueoia, froa Bolland, 

18 from Spain, from I r eland and Scotland, from the Iberian peninsula, from 

19 Italy, from tho Jalkan States. Our gat u were • ide open to all and through 

20 th011 flo•ed a conetant otr ...., of huaan1ty sneldJ>6 ourceaoo from intolerable 

21 in~uitiea 1nfllote4 by despots and tyranto, oeoldng a l&Dd where tho:r 

22 could br eathe the air of freedom &nd 111\4 oecuri ty and peace for th...,oolvoo 

23 and their children. 

24 Yi th fn ozeapt1o11o, thooo imaigranto ••re poroono of aubatance, 
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l parao11.1 of character -car t o lcpro ... tbelr lot wbllo, a t tho ...,.. tlne, 

2 rllllnc t o help other e to ob taln th&t a&ae ce&llure of !roodoc t h&t they eo 

3 dooperatol)' wanted !or tboc1ol,..l , 'l'be7 brou&bt rl t h than tho ~o of 

4 thoir boaaland. Tho:r broU«bt with then th1 culture th&t they hod inhori tod 

5 from th1lr ence1tore. All of theae eacar coaor 1 from !or11cn lande, ln the 

6 white f l&De of ltbert:r to whlch the:r wore etibjected, becema !uaed into tbi1 

? creat n&tioo that ill cooaeera tad to the maintenance of tbo1o prinelploa of 

8 !roedoa which wa1 t ho load1tone which attracted to our 1bora1 lovora of 

9 libert:r froa all parte of tho wor ld. 

10 .4 far beck a1 l ?93 there 1e a record of a J ewtoh cit hen who ae ttlod 

U in tho Stato of Ill1noh and not looc thoroattor ono of thil faith cemo to 

l2 Ohlcago to be ~ulckl:r followed b:r othoro. Be it noted in paeeing that &Dong 

13 thole e&rl:r eettlero waa one Henry l!orner, the ~ather of the creat 

14 Governor of thh State, Tho Jerleh connuni ty in Chicago crow ~ulckl:r and 

15 lOon becaae a valued eognoot of our o1tropolitan population. Here Jewe who 

16 hod baen poraeeutod in otbor laoda aoon learned th&t the:r could liTe in 

l? poace and aoity wi th other iamicranta !roo Zuropo with when in Europe they 

18 hod not aln.,:re boon able to liTe in poaeo and &:>J.t:r. Her o, doopito hie 

19 origin, •a I:IAll wae a Mil for all of tbet . • 

20 l'roa tho lone J aw •ho c .. o here i o t he early 80'• the number of hie 

21 co-reltcloniate increaaed 10 rapidl:r tbet at about the becinni na of tho 

ZZ twentieth century there were eoae eight:r tbouaand Jews i n Chicago , t ho 

23 llllllber of which, I belln o, ha1 linea l ncraued !lYO fold. It ie oot to be 

Z4 woadered at th&t the Jewe thlnll: of Aller i ca ae a 0 bleaaed l&ad" becauae. t he:r 

25 hove !ouad it roopon1 ivo to tholr oacor do11ro for freed~ and liberty, 
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1 'bee&~• 1t bao offered opportWll.t1 .. on equal tenao, DOt only with cithe~~a 

2 of loD,fer .Aaerioan lineet;e, but with other newly arri'red latsraate from 

3 Polan4 1 Lithuania , Gera&ft7 and R~tia aDd all tho kalaidoooopio nations of 

4 llurope. 

5 Tha .Aaerica that we baTe la>own 11 the .Aaerica that wa .....,t to continue 

6 far into tha indofW to future. But if thio 11 to 'ba wa 1111at taka maaouret 

7 to maintain our institution• ao they were handed down t o ue. We must be 

8 prepared to suard them not only from aeaaulta from without, but from 

9 inoidioua oappinso from within. If it waa worth-while for our forefather• 

10 to t1sht t o acquire freedom ~ t 11 no leu worth-while for ut to fisht, it 

11 need 'be, to maintain freedom. 

12 Well mlcht eTery one of ua declare wi tb 'l'houo Jefteraon, that greet 

13 democrat whote 'birthday we alae celebrate today, "I ban aworn upon t he 

14 altar of God eter nal hostility asainet every form of t yranny over the mind 

15 of maa. • 

16 There would be no euggettlon of mock heroics if there were aucb an 

17 affirmation today in rtnsins tone•, for our ti&eo are frqht with a 

18 aer1oua threat to deo10crac;r aa we have known 1 ~· When wo look in ono di-

19 r ection wo aoo tho l eerins viaace of coCIIIIUilih; i n another t ho throateni~~& 

20 countenance of faaciam, Countries that yeaterday enJoyed tho bloaaings of 

21 liberty under democratic forma of government today find thomoelvoa forcibly 

22 abaor bad into a deepotlam aa ruthlau and cruel ao any that hao nor e:rloted 

23 Pursee , concentration ea.po, liquidatlona haTe beco•• co.-on expreaalona on 

24 the to~• of wppooedl;r ~1tarlana and Hbert;r loTiiiC peopl.. . lien 



1 and women whooe unfortunate lot it io to live yndor a aodorn deapotiac are 

2 not permitted to aoek happineaa aa individuala , They are pawna ot a 

3 totalitarian atato, cannon fodder, political r oboto, atoriliaed intelli-

4 gencea, who II&J' not live their own 11voo in their own W&7, who ~ not 

5 expreu their thouchts frool7, who 1017 not worohip Ood aeeordinc to t.hoir 

6 own conochncoo, who u.:r not vote W1le11 they oro prepared to vote 1yaa•, 

7 who 10&7 not oven determine tho oile ot their o'II'D f-1lieo . 

8 In countriea that, onl7 a tow yoare -so, wore notable t or their en-

9 lightenment, outetanding tor their culture, and apparont17 impregnable 

10 &a to their democracy, o generation ot pollttcol alovoa has suddenly coma 

11 into bein& - slana whoee lot 1a aore desperate ovo11 than those p~aical 

l2 slovoa who uaed to be offered tor aala on the auction block, It ie not to 

13 be wondered nt that men of culture and senoitiveneaa and fino spirit prefer 

14 to inflict death upon their doar onoa ae well aa upon themselves, when 

15 onl7 death can offer an oecopa from tho terrible fato of threatening 

16 N:uUam, 

17 lla¥ I """ in pasaing that if co•uniam conotituted tho thraat to this 

18 country today that fascism doeo I would be "" unoparing in 111 denunciation 

19 of thil equally obnoxious and un...Amaricon ayatem. :But it we oro reallata, 

20 1! we are taking note of what ia happening today in other p&rte of the 

21 world, we cannot escape the conviction that, so for at laaat ae the present 

22 1e concerned, toeclao 1a tho deadly and 1na1d1ous f oe that we must prepare 

23 to coallat n\bout azr:1 dot..,. lor thh raason I euopect either tho ;:ot1vea 

24 or tho intelligence of thoaa who would have us marahal our forcaa against 



1 a little ~ore than im&&inary co~om while fascism thundere at the very 

2 cates of the citadel of our. liberty, 

3 Let uo make no mistake. Fa&ciam 1e a real threat to our institutions. 

4 We can make no more fatal mistake than to aettle back w1 th a comfortable 

5 self-&ssurance that while fascism might be the active concern of other 

6 parte of tho wor ld , there io nothing in the ai tuotion to causa us alarm. 

7 Wore and more people are coming to recogni&e the danger even to America of 

a this wild political beast that hunte by day and prowls by night. ~her a re 

9 coming to realize that unless we are luclder than we are likely to be, our 

10 concern for the safety of our democratic institutions will increase rather 

11 than diminish, For fascism -- ruthlese, arrogant, devoid of conscience 

l2 and knowint; no ~ercy for man, woman or child - 1o on the march. And 1 t 

13 will move from victim to victim tho more rapidly in proportion to the in-

14 ortness and the pusillanimity of thoso democratic countrioo to nhich for 

15 so long the world hao lookod to bear tho torch of ci vili zntion and liberty. 

16 Wake no mistake, fasc1em is insidiously boring today from within the 

1? temple of our liberties. Never hae any foe of civilization moved so 

18 mysteriously, so unerringly, with such deadly swiftneu, or over so wide 

19 a terri tory. ~. urgent and the unpootponable duty of every American who 

20 loves liberty 1e not only to let the light of reason guard him from nithin 

21 e.gainet thie treacherous foe , but to Join with others in resisting it from 

22 without , And those who have bravely carried on a continuing tradition of 

23 ci vilhed 11 ving through l:l8ll1 dark periods are now in a posl t1on to help 

24 democrac7 maintain euoh a trndition at a critical period of social and 

25 economic change. 
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1 I t h n.ot eaor to cuide b7 the Ucht of reaaon throuch the clark nicht. 

2 SUbtle preoourea are conat&ntly exerted upon minority gr oupe by those whooo 

3 apeoial economic intereata appear at the time to bo oimilar to arr17 thom-

4 tolna not with but againat thooo who are otruuUng to pre11rre cleo:ocracy. 

5 It should be remembered that the toea of domoorac7 in other lando 

6 were financed by economic croups that profeooedly were onl7 atte:pting to 

7 protect their propert7 from poll tical incompetence. 'fa have onl7 to lock 

8 abroad to diaco•er that while, in theorr, faoci em ia •controlled eapitaliam•, 

9 before long thero is alwa)'t oo~eone read)' and ablo to aeise control of 

10 •controlled cepitaliem, 1 

11 It should bo remembered thet meat of those now suffering in other 

12 lands !roo the oppreeaiona of dictatora foolishly believed that they could 

13 protect themaeheo by eupporting the toea of de:ocrac7. They persuaded 

14 themoelvea to the aelC-deception that t ho intol erance of tyrannical pow~r 

15 waa really n.ot aimed, an4 certainly would not be directed, against them, 

16 but only acainat eo-called cnenieo of law an4 order . 

17 It ahould be r emembered that the only toloranco that ia not illuaory 

18 it toierunco not of ouraol•ea, but o! other s . Tho only freedom of thought 

19 th:lt 1a worth while 1a freedom t or tho thoughts of othoro, a.on for tho 

20 eJpreaston o! opinions which we loathe, even for the opinion• of people 

21 whoo we deapho. 

22 The Jews of America ohould be port1cularl7 &lert to the danger i:plloit 

23 in faeciem, It oeema that fosciem ie an engine of two cylindoro. Oao 

24 cylinder i s powered b7 tho 1lluoion, that will pro•• to bo tronoitor,., of 
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1 ~reater economic oecurity, of a hither deCree of aoc1al juotice, of core 

2 wide~ree.d personal happineu. The other cyli!lder runs on hate - racial 

3 hate, relieiOUa hate, hate Of a Di.nority &roup. 

4 It happeno that in thooe nation• in lurope that have cone fe.ociot the 

e Jews conotitute. the racial minority acainat which bitter hate is fanned into 
6 a aearinc fiame, It ae ... a that tho fal10 SOd Of faacip INat have ita, dovil 
? upon which it can pour out ita objurationa, wreak ito bloody vencee.nce, :But 

8 do not forcet that in America tha Jewa aro not the only Dinority crouP• One 

9 haa only to tu.rn hio mind froa the International ICu nwciam of f e.aciam to the 

10 Xu nux1om that 1a natiYely .l.llerican in order to diacover hare a rich field 
11 for opprouiono and torroriaco. llor doeo the mlnd have to co back ~:~&ey yeara 

12 bef~re 1t comes upon that diacracotul period in our own hia~ory when cowardly 

13 ••n. boaatlnc their lone line of dlacraced .t.marican line~e , rode f o!'th 1n 

14 \be anonymity cf night ahirto and pillow-cases to harass , to torture, to 

15 terrorize and even t o al~ helplaaa victima whoae only crime was that they 
16 had beon born in another land, had inherited dlfforent cuatoma from their 

l ? forefathers, had boon nurtured in e. different relicion. 

18 Against thia backcround lt ls not difficult to foreaea that f asciam, 

19 it it ever b~ce.me aatabliahed i n thls count!'Y• would have not o~ ita 

20 Jawiah devil, it would have ita llegro devil , ita Catholic devil, to aay 

21 nothlnc of an e.oaorted Y&riety of deYila, faehlonad out of different 

22 nationalitiea that had como to our ahoroo t o eook peace and froodom. 

23 Ir you do not now know how cloeply prejudice -.ay run epiDat tho J(flla , 

24 not only on tho continent of lurope, wharo a daril i t neodod to satiety 
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1 faecht luot, 'but eTen bere in America, I wiab you ai«}>t read some of the 

2 letter• thnt come to my deale attor I haYe e&de, ae I haYI on oeveral occa-

3 lions, addreaaeo directed ocainet faocioa or addre•••• to Jewioh audiences . 

4 I IO&f not non repeat before thio audience oome of the op1theto tbet have 

5 been applied to me. 7ortunately, epithet• which are born of a baae union 

6 botweon iC~>Cranee and hato do not dhturb me. llo one t ollChaned b)' the 

7 editorial abuao that 1 havo undergone bore in Chicago worrioe much about 

8 being called namea or haTing hie 100tine i"PUCIIOd. 

9 It happen• that I ..., what 1B called a llordic . I am aloe a Proteetant . 

10 Throu«}> no Yoli tion en my own part 1t alec happene that in e<reey line m;y 

ll anceotry in th1o country t;oeo back to pre-R~Yo1utional')' dqa. In 101 longeet 

12 line I am a tenth generation American. Yet if I were a Jew I would not be 

13 aehamed of it, But if I were a Jew, remeaberi ng the harrowing pereecutione, 

14 the vallo)'o of the ahadow of death through which m;y people had paased for 

15 ll'ell-ni«}> two thoueand yean, I would looe no time in making 101 pod t1on 

16 clear on tho iaaue of dCIO>Ocracy ••· abaolutiaa. I would do r:t utcoot to 

17 purify and lceop clear tho 1ourcee of democratic power in this country ao 

18 that no one beeauae of corr"\ll)tlon and fraud in our cirtl pr oceeaea could 

19 find an)' j~tification f or chooaing another political ayotem aa o~erior 

20 to our own, 

21 If I were a Jew I would. not add to tbe power or the wealth of &n1 lll&n 

22 or an)' inotitut1on that in hil heart nurtured faochm. Amd ri&:ht here in 

23 Chi~ there are &ell ao wall &I 1net1tut1on1 that are doiag their dertlioh 

24 beat to tear down doaocracr, to lllllll:o a aockery ot our inoti tutione W\dor 

9 



1 the pretenae of protoot1Dt; &lid detendiDt; tboae ,..~ l1bert1o• whlcb the)' 
2 aro ineid1ouel,y undero1n1Dt;, AJid what I would do it I wore a Jew 1 would 
3 do if I ,ere a meeber of anr other racial, nationaliotic or rellcioue 
4 ~>inorit;y, And what I would do it I were a Jew I would ,propoee to continuo 
5 to do ae an ""eriean who belo~~&• to the ,..Jori t1 croup. 
6 Af ter all, reprdleu of the place whence we caae or the tiDe of our 
7 co min&, regard.lell of our n.ee, relicion or creed, we are ""erican c1 then a 
8 and as ~~~<:h we are all entitled t9 the rights, privilege• and iMunitiea 
9 that go w1. tb Aeeriean c1 thenabip. 'l'o the degree that we recogoize these 

10 principles, to the decree that we are williD& to 1tand toc-ther as American 
11 citi2ena in defonee of our 1not1tutione will we be aaeure froa either 
12 coaouniam or tasc1em. 

13 '!'he cltia .. ehip that I an talkinc about la the citisenahlp of cocplote 
14 lo;ya1t;y to our inotitutione, An Aaerican citizenehlp recogniaea no hyphen . 
15 Such a citisenehlp si"'' the lie to tbooe who traitoroual,y entertain tho 
16 bolief that the f orowear1Dt; of alleciance to a foreigo ruler eUll laavoa 
17 thom subject to tho t;yrannloal d.......,d• of an alien goYernaent , An hlorican 
18 11 oitbcr an American or be h eoaethlng elee. Be cannot be ono thlng and 
19 another, An klerican cannot conehtent11 parade in the unltom of an aUen 
20 power. Be cannot coneietentl,y adhere to a eecret nat1onaliet1c organ1~ 
21 t1on whose e;yea are conatantl,y turned baek to an alien land, llfpbenated 
22 k:lor1eano are not Americana. And thou who encourege a d1Y1ded allegiance 
23 o.re 1n1a1eal to the welfare of Aaerloa. 

24 On :Pebruaey 28, tbare •• publlabed in Al:>erlc&n newepapere an 
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Aaaoelated Preaa d1apatch froa a forelcn country - a faaclat country. The 
deapotle ruler of tbla country cracloualy oada l t lmo"" that forcer cltlzena 
from hie country now lhln& ln the United Stat iO muat not 'belon& ~o certain 
organl&&tlona: that l f they did belonc they nuat f orthwith realgn. 

Quite apart fron the 1opertlnence of the ruler of a forelcn country 
laauln& order s to cl thelia of A.oerlea , what a cocnentary 1 t 11 upon the 
loyal ty to their adopted country of aan whoae aubveralva actlvltlea have 
become ao notorious the t i t "''pear ad 1\ecaeoary to the ruler of the country 
fron wblch theae eithena bad voluntarily upatrlated theoeelvoe to renon­
at rate with thea. Aaorica doaa not w&nt thia kind of eltl•ana. It wanto 
men wbo, wbon they take tho oath of allegiance to tho ~riean flag really 
oeo.n what they aay; oen who will not fortwao.r theatelvea: aen who will not 
conspi r e or combine to 'betray the hoapi tallty of t he country that they 
have chosen for their new homo: men who would teorn to undermine the in-
atitutiona of thelr adopted land. , 

Allerlea wanta no liiAn who 11 half Aaerlean and b&lf ao""'thln& else. 
Amorlea cannot apare even a aquare foot of ita precious aoll tor t he mi l l-
tary training of aliena who have not yet out the umbilical cord thnt uni tes 
thea to the land of their 'blrth. America cannot spore avon n aqunre foot 
of i tt pr ecioua toll for the rogi~ent&tlon of byphonat ed f eet. Tolerant 
t hou&h we be, we will not brook practleea that are & threat to our llbertieo. 
Jlor 11 liberty merely a thin& of todq; 1 t 11 n boon ae well for t omorrow 
&nd the daY after. 

All -r Ute I have f ought for the civil llbertlea that are «UAT&nteed 

ll 



l t o us in the Bill of Rights ot our Constitution, but I believe in the 

2 substance of liberty and not merely in t he ehadow. What every Ame rican 

3 whe levee Uberty lheuld e trive for 11 a cont1nu1D& lU!d endur1D& Uberty, 

4 Civil rlghte o.re not only of yuterd.Ay or . of t oda1 , they a r e ot to100rrow. 

6 The civil ri&htl thl\t we enjoy t\re intended to buttreae and support our 

6 liberty and it woul d be a perveroion of the principl es undorlytng our 

? cherished c ivtl righte if we were t o interpret the" in such a Tta:/ ne to 

8 por:Ut a proeont d.oy Hconu that would hnvo the ultilillte effect of dO:. 

9 stroy1ng our l iberties, 

10 There 1o another do.ngor acai nat which I would warn you. I n t he c lash 

11 and clamor of political at r1vinsa we often indulge in e%0ggerated stat~ 

l2 manto, In ordinor y t i .. ea thil doee not catter. But aince I am epealdng to 

13 on audience ratherod to celebrate the golden anniver aary of a newepaper I 

14 may bo permitted t o sound a word of warning, At o time whon new dictators 

16 aro apponrinc in dif ferent part e o! the world, ot o timo when oxiating 

16 dictator• are extending their power, tboae who cry out in tone • of eUN-

1? lated anguhh that at thh moment in the 11n1 ted States there h either an 

18 existinc or an atte~ted di ctatorship , are do1ns a disti nct diaoervice to 

19 their country, 

20 If there were any throat ot di ctatorship here I would be one of the 

21 tlr st to raioe my voice apinot it, no ~~atter who mi&ht be i nvolved, but 

-~ ao long oe our inetitutiono are p reserved, ao they hove b ean prooervod, eo 

23 long os mon ond women ma y frool7 voto and oxp r oea thoi r op1n1one &a they 

:!4 now do : eo lone aa pooplo rot>¥ liTo toselber in pence and freedom: ao l one 

l2 



l At all ClAY worahip aceordillf: t<> the dictAtet of their eonacienee, there 

2 need be no fear of dictAtorahip. But it io worae thAn follJ, it is in 

3 fe.et dialo;yalt:y and treacher;y to our inetitutiona, merel:y for a ceo.n 

• political advantAGe, to tr;y to instill in the minds of tho unthinking the 

5 thoU&ht that a dictatorship oxiat. or 1a pretently threatened in tbeae 

6 United Stateo, 

7 It 1& obvious thnt people who are ClAde to believe tb.e.t they are living 

B under A dietatorehip might be willing to exchange one dictAtor for ancther. 

9 It 1a unthinkable that people HYing under a dococrntlc form of gover!lllent 

10 would willingly ahift to a dictatorship if the:y knew what they wore doing. 

ll We do noed to guard nge.inot fascism, na dooa evor;y democratic country thot 

12 1a left in tho world. :But to about dietntorahip when none extata is only 

13 t o cause confuaion. It plAJs into the b&nda of the en~, It detr~ta 

14 attention from the danger that threatens. It weakens our reaiatance, 

15 There never waa a ti.me when it WAO ao neceoaary for Americana to atand 

16 t.ocether ngainot a danger that threatens all of uo: tb.e.t threat ens the 

17 ver;y core and oubatance of our America . Let ua criti ci<e our public of-

18 fioinlo vigoroualy, trenchantl:y, when criticiam is due. :But let us guard 

19 ace.tnot the 4an&er that 11 inherent in grotl eZ&ggeration in miochar«in& 

20 a dictatorship when none exiata. It ia e. poor way to pr epare the oinda 

21 of people to reaiat a dictatorahip b:y cultiVAting in their minds the belief 

22 that a dictetorahip controls ua. Ragardleoa of factional atrife, of 

23 political IIIDnou-<eringa, of porao~~al aabltiona, let ua aerve notice on all 

24 the world that when our democrac:r it threatened, the onl:y vying between 

13 
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1 Atoericana 'rill be to d eteroine who aball Urat spring to the d&tenae of 

2 d emocracy, 

3 On t hia occasion t hnt t o eo aignificant of what tho Jews of America 

4 hove contributed to the eh1lhation of America, I want to urge your co-

5 operation in a decocratic aol ution of tho grave p robl eca confronting 

6 democracy in the modern worl d, Men may differ aa t o how these grave pro-

7 ble::>a rJJ:1 be aolvod, You 11111 d1tfer 8110"6 ;youraohoa, not as J817a, but 

8 as Aoorieans, But what I am aaki ng you to ogroo upon, and to ell Atooricano 

9 to a&ree upon, ia that these problema should be solved in a decocratic way: 

10 aolved not by pb¥aicel or e eonontc for cea, but by reaaon and fai""Plaf• 

11 The wo:-ld oay not li a ten to our p r eacboonta , but the world cannot 

12 ignore our eX&J:~ple. Ther e 1a nothtn& so ouch t hat we in the United States 

13 can do to pronote pG&ce, good--will and tolerance throughout the wor ld as 

14 t o show to tho world an exaoplo of t he kind of government that peace-loving, 

15 liberty-loving pooplo can havo, if they will: a govo"""ont w1 thout dicta-

16 t o r s , a governoent which can enable ito citizens who want to work to find 

17 work a nd to oatntain ~ otandard of living liDited only by their oapac1t7 to 

18 produce, a governoent which r ecognizes the dignity and worth of t ho hunbleo t 

19 of human1 ty and which values freedoc of thought and speech of ell con re-

20 gardl ooo of their race or r eligion. 

21 The flaoe of liberty cuat be kept burning even aa the everlaeting fi re 

22 lighta up the Ark of the ~w in the t ecple. 

• In conclus i on ma,y I par aphrase J eremi ah xzU, '11 

24 •seek ye the welfare of the land whither I bave aent 70u, and pr&¥ unto the 

25 Lord f or i t , for 1n the welf&re thereof ahall ye fare wel l , " 

14 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

APR 1 3 1938 

IIEIIOrlAl!DUII for the Preoiden t: 

Upon ~Y return to faah l ngton , I reoei ved your 

confidential , ... orandUJl> of llo.rch 21 and the accompan:,-

ing papers which I return herewith aa you requeated. 

Secretary of the Inter io r. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ' os AH '38 
WASHINGTON RECfJVEO 

llaroh 1 7. 19:58. 

Oil J'ebl"IIU7 I I aeut 7011 a pre11m1D&l')' r .. ponae t o 7011r aote ot rauarr 17 o-ernille tile prioea at w!Uoh tt.ber hae been sold to the Brooka-8o.,1oa l:.oa~Wr COI'1P&Jif trCD tile Duolluha •ational J'or .. t, aa4 prCIIII1ee4 to aell4 :rou a 110re detailed report later. 

Toar note ..ntloned a aale llftde at tl.eo per lot teet , '1'111• aale waa •«• 1a oWUI, lV~II. The aale ar .. waa onr 1111 miles trca had, Oreeoa, 1a tile m..- aoatba .. t portion ot tile D .. elllltaa Katlonal J'orut. The &rea bordered Oil dry aeaebnuoh-coYered laD4a t o tile aouth eD4 aut and tile t!.Uer waa re1at1 Yel.7 abort &D4 l1llby d,.. to tile poor alit on the eqe ot tlleee open landa , Surface -tar te lacltiJI&. As reported to 7011, thb tl.llber lied wrtered enerel.7 trc. iuect attack ad eapeoiell.7 trca tile 01DIIIletin etfecta ot a aeries ot 7 .. ra ot abnol'Dlll7 lCIII l'llinte.U, ~er IS per cant or the Y01-ot tile or1g1aal ataa4 bed beeu 1oet dl1r1llg tile tin-year per1o4 1130-uu, iac1ua1n. '!'be adrtoe ot en expert ot thol Bureau or EntCDOlOQ aa4 Plaat Qllarentiaa oont11'1Ded the opinion or the off1oora of thol J'or­ut Serrtoe 1a the tollowlDc teDOal -rile poor oond1Uoa of alCb ot tile 1bi.JI& tt.ber 1ndioatea that the 1oaa will probabJ.7 oCDtiliU tor a tt... 111 spite of ~ poae1b1e 1.mprOY1111811t in moisture ooadi tiou, Tile a1 tuatloa eeeu to jut1ty 1l!lllCid1ate and lle&YJ ouHI.JI&. • 

A caretu.l eDlll1J>at1on and appralaal of tbe tt.ber was ada, 1JI tba 0011rae ot Which a<XM ot the poorest eD4 least acce11a1bJ.e tt.ber wu aecrepted md not eonaidered 1JI eatim&ting 10681118 costa eD4 poeatble returu, 'rbis aq?praiaal indicated tbet it the ouatd8&r)' llftrsia tor profit aDd rlalc to tile purobaaer were al1oored, tba tt.ber, noluain ot that ao sesrephd, ~4 not be worth tl,eo per nowon" t .. t . Attar MgoUatloa w1 th the Brooka-Soanloa 001;1&117 U the oaly probable pa.rohaaer 1JI Yiew of the looatloa ot the tl.llber, an adnrtlM­M Dt -• publllhed offer1Jl8 tba tl.llber at tl.SO par 11, with a requ.lre­MDt for a depoelt ot IUl a44J.t1onal t.IO per ll to coYer the coat ot alaah dlapoeal and the telling or wortble .. aaap in order to reduce 
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Ue fire buard. 'l'b.1a •de tu cc.t ot tile atllllll'ftp to tile par­
cbeeer pracUca~ ta.oo per )I tra Ilia rlnpoillt 0 a iDee the Mete 
law Ud aot Hoeaeitah ao great a eluh d1epoea1 expe"" Oil prlYde 
lall4e . '!'be otferiD& al.ao 1Dcluded the option to talte tWber traa 
tbe areaa ot ezcept1ollall7 poor ~alitr &ll4 acceee1bilit7 aa .. n­
tioud abon, at t.eo per )I plu deposita ot t .eo por II for elub 
Uepoeal ..,d SDA& felliD&• '!'be Brooa-Scanl011 001Ql<Ul7 bid tbe 
&41'ertieed pr1ou and 1ossed tile tl.Jiber in tba uounta of 31 01123 II 
a t tbe tl.80 price and lJ 0t6' )I at tile t .eo price, w1 tb t be •441-
UOll&l l eiO per II depoai ta in MOb ca ... 

'1'be eale wae tbe ealnp ot dA""'S"d u4 dehrioretiD& OoYarn­
_, propertJ at price• which .. re certa11Ll:r ell tbe properif wa 
110rtho It tile Broolul 8oanlca Oaoapa117 had aot bad ita lo881114 J"&il­
road ill the rtcWtr 0 tile tl.Jiber could not baYe been aold at 8117 
prioe, 

YOIU' note MnUou another .. le -4• at tl, 25 per II. Tbie 
sale inYolYid 110 !100 II board fed ot etiiJIIPOI.P Oil scattered a.reu of 
0oYel'JlMnt-CMD8d laD4 0 ..,et:q on tile desert aide of adjacent ti.Uer­
laD4 boldill&a ot tbe Brooks~on 0~. !'blee areu &lao .. re 
at an anrap U.tanoe ot about !Ill 1111 .. tra Bend OYer tbe appll­
oant ' • lOWII& Kilroa4, •o Oll8 alae ahowed t be allgbteet intereet 
in it 1111en0 athr appraieal , tbe t WI>er 1l1l8 a4Yertiee4. The tWber 
1o of dietiMt:q poorer qualitr than tbe uarase fol' the regioa oil 
thia, tosetber wit~ the distance fraa QJ eetabliebed 11111 or Ca.aoll­
oarrter railroad, •de l1o2!1 per ll0 at wbicll tbe tl.Jiber wae dnr­
UM4 alld b id far, • fair and reaaODallle price. 

You.r note •ntlou a third Ml• ot s,ooc ,000 board f"t at 
p,te per II. I bell.,.. that thia wet rehr to a eale of thie 
&IIOWlt a lid at thia rete tor at~&•, plua t .eo per II required llepoe­
ita tor daah diapoeal and stand iiiQ)rOY-nt, aw.rlled to the Shnlill-
111xon Lullber C""'1>&117, which al.ao ope rat .. a 11111 at Bend. '1'bere baa 
been llO eale at thie rate to tbe Brool<a-8canl01l o~. 'l'b.1e eale 
wae on the portion ot tile DeacbQha J'orest wbicb hu bHn aet uid.e 
u the Pr1111&le J'alla :lxperiMntal J'oreat ..,d -. euent1al:q a hat 
ot ' different w.ra ot ~rking tl.Jiber in a tair:q un1tora etand, ec 
u to 1ene reaerft etanda ftl'Jill& traa 20 per oent to eo per cant 
of tbe original YOl-. Aa objeot ill thia oue waa to obtaill in­
t...,..tiOil ca 10C8111C ooeh aD4 1,..r reconrr Yal11 .. tor Utferent 
trpea of nUI.a& and to .. tablhll peraa.n .-ple ploh wilere tile 
etteo•e ot tile ll.tfeNDt treataenta could be atad1ed f or -· f"&re• 

'fhe nerase ql&&l1 tr or t be timber 1D thie eale ,.... bethr tllaD 
in tbe eal.ee prerlOQq dlaou .. .a. '1'be tiaer we caretu~ 
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appraised and waa adYertlaed a~ ta. 90 per M atumpaso plue t . lO per M 
dapodt tor elaeh 4 leposal ~>D4 t . 10 per M depoal t tor ~reat•nt to 
ioq>ron tuture coD41tloua or growth. The t~al caeh deposited wae 
~lleretore ~. 10 per W. 

'l'he loge tram thla ea.le were trucked about 6 milee to a O<IIIIIIOD­
o~>rrltr railroad, loaded on cue aD4 baule4 abOilt SO miles to Bell4. 

The Broolr:a-&:anlOD al.ee ftN about 11.5 aile• eoutheaat or l!en4. 
Nortlnot~t ot BellA, eCIII 10 to :511 111111, two ~1111ber ccmpaniu b&Ye quite 
larae holdillp in tile rlclnitJ ot ~~~~ ton ot Slltere. SCIII or tllia 
pr1nte1J owned t111ber baa been eo1d to small porttlble mille tor about 
~.110 per M i n 1937, but now acme or 1 t la be1D8 ottered at t:~.oo per 
W. Tbe ..U mille baTe bNn aet Q OD road& or whara '"'tor •• ob­
~allll!lble , w1 th an anraae truck baul tor the loge troll tile wooda to 
al.ll Of be-D :1 U4 lO ..U.eo The 1-ar, after belne &1r-4.rled 0 Ilea been trucked t'roll ~be 111lla ~o ~he cO!!II!on-c~>rrler railroad a~ R.cl­
IIIODcl , a cl1 nance aTer&a1116 perhaps 2:1 mila a. 

Neu1J all or these eme.ll aalll>lill operatioua in priftte tilllber 
baTe bun unauoceaetul. ~ hne been cl1econtinuacl. This 8llJ nn 
ban b.., clne ent1re1J ~o ~nt or too hlf!}l prlcaa tor etUIIQ)ap , but 
1t la dbtl.nct1J poaelble that the prices peld tor tllia printe tlaer 
.. ra taotore ln the seaerel loot ot euoceea. 

Southwest or Bend the Deaohutea Lumber OolllPMJ Ilea e mill on 
tile Southern Paoltlo Railroad. It bee bousM prl nte t illlber or 
better qu.J.i q thaD tb.at in aD7 or tbe operatione prerlouelJ cUacueaed, 
P"71ne tf,.oo per M tor u . The u •raa• los truck haul to tba 11111 
aD4 l....,er allipplDfil point 1a onlJ 12 mllea. In the ju481111A~ ot the 
ottloare ot tile Yoreet Seryice, ~be price paid tor this etumpase in 
c0811)e.rhon with that pelf\ tor the National Yorest stUII!p88e or tor the 
priYate etwapeae nortbeaat of Bend ie warranted b7 ditterenoea 1D 
accesaibllitJ ~d qualltJ• 

In rlaw of ~beae tacta and those turulelled JOU 1D rq reapouae 
or J'ebl'IIUT I , I bellne that the J'oren 8erytoe bee been obtalDlDS 
reaeouablJ llish prices tor the t1111ber Which 1 t hae ben aalllna on the 
Deaohutea National J'orest . 

Q.:;;;LL\U -
Beoretur. 
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ICT dear llr. Pr .. 1dellt 1 

THE SECRETARY 01' THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

hJ.T 4, 1931, 

""" of \llbc, 'llllt " to-' \lllo pria\ IJI Lolldoa, ..a, ~ 

llisi.Jic t t for a elllp, ,. tll<nlcbt \bat li a1p\ lat.,...\ ,.. 

, 

at 1eaot -taru,. l\ will oern at...,. rate to •boot \bat 

.. "re th1alrlac of ,.. ortU. attec\loa ea4 pU\>IU for Mlp-

otroaclT ""'rT &q, 

the Preeta.at, 
file Wlltte a.. ... 

-.c. 
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117 dear llr. President: 

THE SECRETARY Of" THE INTI!:RIOR 

WASHINGTON 

J"uly 7. 1938. 

It 18 my duty to Mlce grave charges against one Edwin '1/ataon, Colonel , 

r.A. , IUUtaey Aide to the President, who , I belJ.ne, ia not lllll<Down to you. 

Yeeterde,y, un.de:r the aldlltul c:roaa-eXfllllination ot one ot the II'.Ost 

worthy, it submerged, members ot the A4m1n1etration, Colonel 'llataon admitted 

that, in preparation tor a t1eh1ng trip that be was about to tue with the 

President of the unit ed Stat es, he had purchased , or was about to purcbeae, 

six bottles ot Becord1 rum. Even the moat elo~uent argument to the ettect 

t bet th1a interior rU!!I would conatitute aJ1 obnoxious ottenae to tba Presi­

dential palate , tailed to move him. It was only wben hie interlocutor, out 

of a sense or loyalt y to our institutions , volunteered to SUpply t hat best 

ot all bnerages, naaely , Go'f8rnment Bouee lha, t hat t he Colonel yielded. 

Even eo , there still lingers in my mind a grave suspicion that he may sur­

reptitiously subst i tute a base tor= ot rum tor that whioh is trod out by 

t he Under feet ot beautiful virgins in t hat g.,.. in t be Caribbean where the 

glorious Stars and Stripes salute eeoh rising sun. 

I teel that one ougbt to have the ri&bt to count upon the patriotism 

ot .ldwin Wat aon, Colonel , F.A., K111taey Aide to the President, evan it hie 

taste ia r~. Apparently be did not know when be placed hie treasonable 

order tor Baoerdi r.a that in the Virgin IalaJlds, UDder t he Alcertoan flag, 

the but r1111 in the world ia ude. But tbia ai&bt be expected r.- a 11&11 

who, alt bougb ~Colonel in more or leas good standi ng in the United Statea 

l 
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~. ordered the ge.rrieon at Ft. 1ertereon to be ate.nding at attention 

ready to tire the PHeidential a!tl uta .man you llpproftcbed Dry Tort ugas not 

many months since. 

Since t her e abould be a punishment to fit eTery crime, I sugges t that 

it Colonel Watson, in .pita ot the effort that baa been made to preTent 

ouch nefarious conduot, baa ll!luggled aboard the •boat• on which be is to 

ban the bonor or ea~l1ng certa in "l:tsdical euppl1es•; if it ie tound 

that "downetaire• under hie "bed• he bee hidden six bottles or Bacardi rllll , 

more or lese, he be required to drink it all himaelt while the rest or the 

party enjoye the bouquet, to ally nothing or ths kick, or the glorious, 

del1ciou.e and unexcelled goldan r11111 or the Virgin Ialande. 

Selah. 

~.~r.~ 
Secretary or the I nterior. 

P.S. Incidentally, tbe Virgin leland rum aboTe referred to is our new 

"Wh1 te Label• brand which I believe you hen not yet 8811lpled. 

P.P.S. Colonel llateon , in hie cuatcaary urbane and gracious aanner may 

•allow it to be known• that be is the hoot eo rar u thia rum 1e concerned , 

but belioTe him not. He will be acti ng only ae bartender tor the Virgin 

Ielande Company. I don' t know who paid tor t be rest of hie "medicine•. 

p,p,p,s, '!'be Colonel told ae yesterday in hie modest IIIIUIDer tbat it he 

-2-



hooked a )00-pound fish , the flab would either c~e into t be boat or he 

(the COl.) would go out. On the rare ohanoe that t1001e igDOble f1eh larger 

than a minnow might by miatllll:e grab the COlonol ' a hook , I bade b1m an 
everlaating farewell. It t he Colonel ' • slender and graceful posterior 

should disappear ovor the side ot the boat , I hope that someone on my be­

baH will ba iapartial enough to exolaia •ao it Pa, go it flab• . 

P.P. P.P.S . You will rind aboard your ehip container• auppl1ed with 100,000 

teet or helium gee . This is tor the purpose or reinflating t ha piaoatorioua 

Colonel alter be attompts to explain the rum episode and on other occaaiona 

when a cuato:ary oozing or gee at eury se8lll leaves him tn a apaechlesa 

condition. I can aeaure you that in such a case hel11.11 gee will not be used 

tor a military purpose. 



THE SECRETARY Of' THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

Ko•omber 22 , 1938, 

14' dear ltr, Prea141111t: 

I """ bad an lntereoUuc letter troa .bbaooador 

D&n1eh wb1oh ;you my ll.Q to roo.d , therefore I ,.. 

encloo1uc & cop7, 

S 1Dcerel7 ;roura, 

-

~2';-Y'e.~ ·-

'!'he Preoldeot , 
The r bito Bouoo, 

lboloouro , 

Soc:-ot&r;y of t be Ioter1or, 



P· r :! .. 
0 0 p y 

Mexico , llovecber 15, 1938, 

I heard you over the r &di o l110t nigl>t in the Round Table t alk 
ebout strengthening the t ies, particularly between the eountrieo o! 
tb i e hemisphere, &nd it reminded me to do what I have been i ntending 
to do for eeYert~l daye , Md t hat 1e to WTite and congratulate you upon 
your oiU t Ant Md vigorous addreoa in Pennaylvania during t he c8111P&11:1\ . 
The tide wae running eo atrong against uo t here, for reaeone you under­
stand better than I do ADd par ticularly for the reaeon that congenitally 
for hal! a century tbe majority o! the people o! Pennsylvani a are 
RepublicMo, that nothi ng could have changed i t, What I wiehed to OnT 
to you wao t hi o - that I wno dio turbed during t he campai gn because o! 
tho lt~ck o! militAncy~ our peopl e, Some who ought to have been on 
the tiring line "ere sa.ving nothing And some otbeu who held higjl pod­
t iona eeened to be apologi•ing for the Now Deal and ite po l icies ~ 
their atti tude r a ther than t heir worde, I saw t he Deoocr atic party 
under Clevel and go out of po,.er because it was pr eaching militant 
Democracy end many of ito members wer e hand in glove wi th Wall Street. 
I saw t he Democrat ic party go out of power under Wilson because tho 
Lanoi ngo and t ho Lanoe and other s imperialistically incl i ned hnd no 
sympathy wha tever with Wilson'• idealism. I ! t he De~oeratic party 
ceaeee to be militantly liberal and progressive it ~111 have no 
excuse for continued &Xiatence, l!:ven i ! it Wtlllted to be conservative 
end renct lonnr,y , t he Republ icans have appropr iated th~t fi eld and t he 
reactionary or conaervat1ve who votee n Deoocrat1c ticket 1a Yoting 
ageinot what he really wishes , If the country wi shes to be conserva­
tive and reactionary it io clear thet they wil l elect a Lan~on or a 
Roover, Tbey oUBht to do i t . If we do not nol:linate a militant pro­
greoeive for 1940 our candidate will be aa badly defeated eo .U Smith 
or .Tohn Davia, It chee.ro and heertene me , f ar e•al' aa I ""' from the 
ecene, to fi nd you and other• keeping the f aith and. do i ng eo mil itantly. 

I am hoping to be home at Chriotmae time and wish to talk with you 
about these and other matters, 

With ~ hi gh regards and admi ration, at alwayo, 

Sincerely youro, 

{oigned) Joeepbue Daniele 

The Honorable 
Rarold L. !ckeo, 

Secretary o! the Interior, 
Washington, D.C. 

P.S. Benj1111i n D1oreel1 once o&id: "·' conaervet1ve government 
t e an organized hypocrisy. • 
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/ 
F'EDERAL. EMI!:RGI!:NCY ADMINISTRATOR 

OF' PUIIUC WORKS 

W-'SHINGTON 

~ dea r Wr. Prea1dentt 

I found that, purauant to rour 1natructione, Jirat Aaeiat~t Secretarr 

Burlew bad telephoned to Gonrnor Orafta , of Alabaa, gi'riDC hill tbe 

prirtlege of re1notat1Dg tbe llo'bert nra ao couul t1ng eDCineero and 

archHecta in connect1oa with the Willedprtlle ProJect, 

.l.!ter arre ral daJ'•' careful thought I -•t oonfe11 that I have 

accepted your llech1on. I ilo not eee bow we caa perait participation 

of eeabere of the lat1on&l Coaaittee 1A public bullneu in aome it>-

etnncea and lie~ it 1a ot here, It does not eeea to .., that 1t .akea 

any diffentace ln thia reprd t hat Wr. llobert 11 Secretarr of tbe 

Co-lt tee and not a ..,a'ber thereof, It baa been ar experience t hat a 

elenr aecretary, and no one can doubt Wr, Bobert1 a ability, 1• of aore 

I ..., e&Y that I II&.,. been infonoed th&t C&cp, who" we aupported 

f or Sen~tor in Georgia, feels aa I do about Robert'• conooc tlon wlth 

thh proJect , 

Quite reCf\rdleu of other eonalderat1ona, Wr, llobert h now 1A a 

pod U on to ad,.. r u .. h11 ability to get ruulta, Be 11 the f1rat 11&11 

on record who h.tla auccHded 1n haT1Dg the .Adaln11trator of Public Worlce 

OYerruled by hh wperlor offla. r ia a ....,..r that 11 eo clear sa to be 



1111l111etlll<able. l'W.A. in t he put h&o broacll¥ t eken polit!oa into con-

aideration in cer t ~in inatencea. !bio wao natural and doaa not require 

.q>Olog. It oeao to ae to be a dif!ertlftt .,.tter when pereonal politico 

outo1de ot the Adainiotration itoelt can be permitted to intortore in 

llll rulmi niatr&ti?e m&tter. 

Ou reaaon t h&t I objected to llr. Robert'• ~uoclation with thb 

project wae beo&Uoe I thought that bio cbar~•• were exceao1Ye. We h&Ye 

elwf\11 r eae rYed the righ t to object to exceoo1Ye cbarceo end require 

tb .. to be bro~t wi thi n rououble lt.ito. 

W1 th peroonal ret;ardo, 

!be Preotdtlftt, 
!be Wb1te Ro11oe. 

Slnc•relT ycuro, 

~r.~ 
AdJDiniotrator. 

2 
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Wao ington, D. 0 . 

December 2, 1938 

With regud to t he proport1ee or t h e sev••l'fll all 0011• 

panloo or tho United Stat.. wbtah were expropriated by tbe 
lloxloan Gour!llllant, my aon and •:raelt ben been in Woabington tor 
eenrel woolca, Wo baYO oxploined the etatua ot the problGIII e.e we 

108 a to your Speaial Alaiotut , IIJ', Ill•-·· 
l'o hue bad intiMt o contact with the AWnlotMtion in 

lloxioo and allloat daily contaat w1 th Pre eident Cordonu throup 
hie Soorohry ot tbe TrMaury, 14uardo Sue.-..:. 

During tho laat two weeki wo have had a D\llbor or inter­
view• with tbo StandeN Oil Coapany, throup iu Wuh1Dgton ro­
prooontat1••• llr. Bohannon , who called upon us at the roqueet or 
llr. Walter Teagle. Tbe prohl• C811 be aolved a t t h il time, but 1t 
aoeme highly 4eo1rabl8 th~t to this end en Interview along eor.e­
wbat lntonnol l inea may be arranged botwoon President Cardonu o,nd 

President Rooae•el t. 

h •• ...,. to ua t ..,at ., adj~~.tt.aent or t 1 1a probl• OJl4 
ito oottl- nt ae between tho oil c011poniea and lloxico to oxt..-ely 
I.Jiportont ror .,.ry 1118.11Y reaeono. We tool that rurth~r action along 
tbooo general linea Ia wholly dependent upon your conaidorotlon or 
tbe •tter and your advice and , it poeelhlo, your lntornotloa. 
l'o tully realize tho .any grevo dutloe and burdena under ~ 'lob you 
l&bor, but you are tbe onl:r 1IIOD that at thle time can ect. 

We propooed a eotU ... nt 011 tbo buie of tho ploalng or tbe 
proportloo 1D a trll8t , ~der a joint booN o~ control , tho oll ooc­
ponloa to a4aiaia1or \bo proportloo UDJor tbo general dlrootloD and 
aontrol or \be joint booN aad tho not procoede to be applied to tbo 
poy:aont ot tho IJIIOUDtO to~md to be owing to tho Oll c .. panioo, We hove 



arplained thil tO Jlr, llaOMMI 80MWhat 111 detail, llr, Car<!enaa fUOred 

thia general theorr and wna prope.red to work Ja&ttera out on theae llnoa. 

• • diaoua...S tile plan la dat&ll wltll llr. Bob&nnoa and han been intormec! 

t hat tha plNI wu the e!.aplaet and 1101t fauibla t hat had boon pro­

aanted. llr. Car<lonoa heel ann authorized u.s to atato t hat lloxloo would 

1nolu4e ln the truat all tha oil property mmed and operated by Mexico , 

kaowa to~rly •• Petro llox, wbioll i ncl udee oll wolle and refilleriaa, 

4htr1butlcn ata tlona , etc. 

llr. Teagle atatoe, llowonr, tb.~t llo daelres t o "cure ro­

cona1deret1on of t he oll cocpe.nlea' ra~uaat that tho proportioe be re­

t urned to tbe -pent... We are trellltl.y told that tha rooeon t or this 

polloy 1a prilMrily due to the rapid apriNld of t ho erpropriaUon t hought 

or~dloaaao• among tba other Latin Amer ican Republica, notably Col~'bla 

and Venezuela. It hu IY811 eprend to t he Pereian and other foreign 

fialde , eo t hat the preoedeot l.a llax1co, whatner it 1141 tinuly prove 

t o be, actuall J aff ect• .aDJ •1ll iona or dollar• of u. 8 . 1nveetmenta 

abroad , outelde of MeXico. 'l'haretore, t hey now etate that the oil 

oompeniee wlll go to vary considerable lengths, f ar beyond what hal 

praviouely been mentioned, ill or<ler to ,.et Mr. Car<lenne' vine and 

bri114 about an tmloable and higblJ eatiafaotory aettl-nt to all oon­

oerned. 

That t hey would enter into oontreote covering all Dat tere 

ill dlaputa , providi ng for a aatietaotory aettl ... nt or the was• 
probl•, a4alnlatret1on and control, tex .. and !.apoet1, denlopqnt 

of the fiel dl, laprovement or the planta , 1noreaeed production, ill­

tonaive erploretion, agreement• aa to marketins or products , etc. 

They arguoo t bet t be:r are able to d.-onetrate that the net result to 

tbe llexico&A Oonl'Dillnt would be ~tate and continued, reault ill 

1ncreea1QS reoeipte , and the ~ediate adjust .. nt of t he aooial and 

pol1Uoal probl•u, etc. Kr , Teagle haa indioa~ed that be 1B pre­

pared to oome to Waabington at any 110111ent to oontar w1 tb you on these 

.. ttera either f orsallJ or intoraall:r. 

Preeideot Carc!enaa ia a gre&t adalrer of Pra1ident Rooaevel t 

and be hal oontidonoe in you, llr. Sacretll1'1• Preeid aot Car<lone1 1a 

reedy to ooaa to Waahl.agtoo or elanhere to meet President Rooeevelt 

aDd you, it e -t1118 co&A be arzw.oaM. '1'lle aQ~aeaUoa hu been t bet 

i f auall • -tine ftre arranced,lt aigllt appe.rently be f or purpoe .. 

ot oontereaoe on g~nera1 .. tterl of l ntereat to the two Ooveraaenta 

ua4er President ROOMYett• • pollc:r ot t ile ~Good lleighbo~. llr. 'l'Mgle 

ltstea that he teYora t bu courM, It it ...., be arranged. 



Tille D*"r baa occurred 1a the hietorr ot t he United 
MetN aJI4 llexioo, t.11d at thie tille 1a t he 11gb\ ot t he Lllle CoD­
ferenoe , it would ... to be or g...at nlua, DOt onl7 on pre .. nt 
problema but QpoD tho future at Let1D Aaeria&D relatione. 

Aa to the Ro;ral Dutoll Shall OU Collpen,-, we ba-.e reaeo11 
to bel1ne tbat U would aet to be 1aolu4ed 111 t.117 aettt .... nt 
arr1Yed at , but w ba•• Dot concerned oureel'l'aa ae to t ba Shall 
011 Ooapa!'l.y , beoauea lt 1a Britteh owned. '!'bare il no doubt thRt a would follow au11o . 

All or the etat-nte ..,de abon ere faalll&r to and ere 
tull7 lllld.eretoocl b)' PraeideDt Carclanaa. Our iato.-1. coorarenoae witb 
StaDda.rcl OU Co•Jl*ll7 "re at Ilia euggaation aJI4 w ban reported the 
.....,. 1n dahll to PreaideDt Oarclelllle through Secretary of tbe 'l'reeaury, 
lcluarclo Suares. 

lJa truat "'"t we •7 be" a brief 1ntert'1ew wUb you, 
llr. S.cretarr, tor 1n a f ... a1nutN w oan axplntn -. feature• of 
thia Mtter that cannot well be expla1De4 on paper. ubeoeador llajere 
two n ote ago wna called t o Mexico 01 ty by President Co.rclellllo to oooror 
oD tbeae mo.ttera. He went by plane, apant t birty-aix boura there, 
returned by plana , .. w ua 1-ediately upoD arr1Yal, IUid lett two bo\ll'a 
later tor Lllle. lJe ban DOt ealled upon tba Mate DepartmeDt in 
lJaablngton, DOr ia the Mate 0.partlleDt of ll.axioo lDYol'nd 1n the dla­
cuaaiona. At the proper tllle , uDdoubtedl,-, the two St&te Depert'lente 
would be called upon to aot. 

Aa •tt•r• atand there 1a CD8 M.n, .......,ly, Pr.sidant Roceenlt , 
wllo 1a 1n poeitloll to bria& tlll.e to a eatiataotorr oonolwsion. Tbere 1e only one other an, na.aly, S.oretarr Ici:aa, wbo can auggeet and bring 
a bout tba daa1re4 act1oD. Ullleas thh 1e eohed and llaxi081l lllllttere 
plaoed OJI a 110ra stable beet a , cll•oter and obnoa will reaul t . 

The preaant aJI4 future of LaUD A.erioan relatione IUid the 
apread or :r .. oi• aJ¥1 C:O.W.ia hiD&• upoD this a4juat:>:eDt . Suoh u 
a4Juanan1 will br1a& about tbe po .. lb1lit7 ot tba lhlited Stat .. o'btnin­
lllc &D I.Jiportut 111nl baH at 'fen Cru.r.. Thia 'baH would be nearl7 
800 .tlea Dearer the PaDaaa Canal thiUI their present Caribbee.D baae, 
wbioh 18 at Ouan-. The City ot Vera Cruz would a:uan.ntae tba dia­
poaitioD ot a portioD or ita ou.toa rnenuea t or tha daepelling ot the 



olw1Ad to tortT-ti.,. teet, eo t hat it could be u.sad bT tlw lars•urt 
oapital ahipo ot the American NaYJ. I t ia pooa1bla that t he datleo­
tion ot oustou re1'8nueo would be autt1o1ent ann to brill8 about the 
f ortitioati.on of tbe Ve ra 0ru.z harbor. Thio 1a the oal)' available 
nanl beae 1a t bol Gulf ot llnioo between the United Statea-llarioan 
border and t ha J>e.na.a Canal. I Jwn dJaouued t his laportant point 
with Aclairal Leab7, Cbiat ot llaru Ol)erationa, who unreaervedl)' approna 
the i dee. There ia a correlation between thia proposal and one wb1oh 
would aatahliah a permanent tual oil auppl7 tor the A:erican NaYJ on 
the Pacific aida ot llaxioo at Acapulco . Tba adjustment would entail 
t l:te l&)'iog of a pipe line f ro• tba llaltloan oil tielda wes t ward to 
Aoapuloo ao that tba Aaerioan llaYJ, in addition to hut ng an al.Jioet 
la~ble naTal be .. a t Vara Cruz , would ~w ... a Yltal tuel .uppl)' 
on tha Paoltio aida •• wll . You will UDdar atand, ot cou.rao, that all 
t be capital ab1pa ot the llaYJ ot the draednaugbt and aupardreadnaugbt 
t TP• era oU burliJ.Il8. 

The 1epaneee GoTerMlent baa m.ade a toX'Oal written onrtura 
to the lleltlcan Go't'8rnment that the)", (the .TapaJiaaa) cooatruot thia 
pipe line ao t hat it will auppl7 tba .Tapaneaa NaYJ with tual oil. 
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'" t) u.f! Gn~•y , 
.lan"t"-h. ~u 
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For correapondence with Secretary Ickes and others 

in the Interior Dept about the Jred Vanderbilt estate 

whi ch Yra. James Laurene Van Alen 1a willing to give to 

the u.s. GOTOranent aa a Historic Site, 

SeeaMrs. James Laurene Van Alen folder-Drawer 3-19S9 





1'1» Pre oidon~ , 

{J)ft~v~j~ 
I'WEAAL EMERGENCY ADNIN ISTRATOR 

01' PUIIUC WORKS 

WASHINGTON 

'!be lh1 te Hou ... 

M7 dear Kr, Preoidentl 

Dowt l!o , ll, Y, 190~1 compr1Mo three acbooh, llll!lot P&rle, 
fairTiew, and ~e Park, Total eetimate coet or the three buildiD&•• 
$1 , 3JO, OOO, Ont.Dt , $5815,000. '!'he general cont racte hue been a.arded 
and contractora atartod work: 

&e.et Parle, Karo.b 27 
l aiM'iew, Karo.b 27 
~e Park , .lpril 10 

.l ~1 otart on all three of tbeoe pro,jecta -• m4e b7 the applicant 
on December 19, 

fe bn,.. paid the first 25 per cent ad'I'N>ce grant: appro,..d archi­
tectural feet f or tho three buildiDCI Of $68 , ?02; apprOYOd legal feet 
of $6,000 , On the certi ficate of purpotoe for tho roqu1 oit1on, tho 
arcbltocte were to be paid $11 , 877; l egal tees wore to be $4,000 . 

I'13Y ? 

Lel!l"l feoo originally claimed were $18,000 , Tho Borrower wae advieed 
that no ouch Bmount would be allowed; tho Legal Diviaion &ppro,..d $6 ,000. 
I ..., adYhod by tho Legal Di..-1o1on in Nn York tb&t tho lawyer originally 
retained b&a reaigned, and tb&t tho Borrower now baa no legal adrtce lln.d 

doe s not tbllllc tb&t it •111 emplo7 ~one until tho need arhee. We ba" 

rocoi,..d no oubet&nti&tion of the Sl8 ,000 claim for lepl feu , The 
llorl'Ower bee been adrtaod thro"&h our lew York Legal Dirteion tb&t ~ 
auo.b fi gure would """ to haTO good aubetanti&tlon. '!'he low Tarle Legal 
Division h of the opinion tbot tho lawyer, when be found there .aa no 
more money coming to blm, reei~ed, 

Sincerely youre, 

A4atnie tra tor. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

1anue.ry l 3, l 939 

Memorandum For The President . 

Harold Ickes, t he Secretary ot 

the Interior , suggests T. V. Smith t o be 

a member or t he Dies Committee. 

Alec Dempsey suggested t o Ickes 

that t be l eadership or the bouse designate 

somebody as attorney t or t he Committee . 

M. A. LeRand 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR "J..~ ;N • 
I) .(p WASHINGTON 

JSJJ'IJ3r7 31, 1939. 

llT dear llr. Prelidenil 

llen17 l &llaee ~ated " con!erenee to eonelder 

••rely the utter of natlo~~&l J)8rlce, lly propo..U. ""' alide 

fro• th1a queatlon, there are eeYeral pointe of acute irri-

tation between lnterlor Md Aqiculture that ought to haft 

thll attention of tha Ch1er Sure-on, l .ay be eeel~~& cboah, 

but Ill' thought 1a that 1 ou,bt to .. t up a Board of lrooion 

Control to prennt all of the cooct, rleh aoil of th1a Depart-

.. nt !rom being washed l nto the hollowe ADd ererleea of 

J.gx'iculture, 

fbe President , 
fhe lh1te Bouee, 

Sincerely youre, 

Seoretary of the Interior, 



' 

\. / 

Wy dear Ur . Preoidento 

1 aoa oorry to oeo by tho poporo that you oro 111 1n 
bod with a tezperaturo , and 1 hope that you will a&Ke 
your uauol quic~ rec~vory. 

Laet nigbt, at the dinner of tho Lawyoro Guild of 
America, Ja.ne oat next to Jud~o Devaney, of Minneooto. . 
He told her that he had recently had two houre with Jim 
Farley. Jim told him that ho wanto to be on tho tic~t 
next yoar ae tho candidate tor Vice Proeident, with either 
Hull or Garner . Bo aolaod Devaney who thor he could count 
on tho lllnneeota deloj;ation, and Oovanoy told hl.c that be 
:oight got tho dolo-.ation out he wouldn1 t -.ot tho ~tate. 

Dovanoy thinl<s that llinnuota 1o in ouch bad ohape 
that it 1a lo&t to tho Daocratic Party next year unlooo 
you aro the candidate. He 1an1 t ovon euro that you could 
carry Minnooota , but he ie euro that either of the tickoto 
mentioned by Jim would certainly loeo the State. He eaid 
tllllt Jim Farley was a nice poroon but. that ho didn 1 t lulvo 
an,y ability and no r&n,je or knododo,e. 

Acco roling to Dovanoy, tho farmers 1n Winzlooota are in 
very bad ohape, and Jim hao done noth1no, to or._&nae tho 
State. 

My opeoch on tho fro odo= of tho preea laot nit.ht went 
over very well indeed. 

Early thia evening Jane and I otort for San Franciaco, 
whore l hope we 1 11 find better woathor than thio typically 
boaetly Ohicar;o oprinj; weather. 

Tho Prooident 
White Houoe 
Waohi~ton, D. o. 

Sincerely youro, 

~7.~ 



lly 4eAr llr. Pretident: 

' -<~ 

THE SECRETARY 01" T H E INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, 1939. 

Two or three daya ~o I received frGID you a memorandum inatruct-

log •• to notify you what 8U&gllt1ona for cban&e• I cared to :ake in 

connection with the power• c1ven to you under t he Reorganization ACt , 

I at once called a conference and net members of II.Y et&ff to work. 

However, on fUrther c onsi derat ion, I hAve come to the c oncluai on not 

to make any 8U&C••tiona, 

I hAve boon working now tor aeveral yo&ra for the tranafer ot 

roreetry to Interior but th11 pl&n doet not see~ to have comcended 

iteelf to you. I wrote you a long letter to Warm Springa on the .ub-

Ject, and I have tried on two or three occaaiona r ecently to diacuea 

1t wit h :vou. So far, I haven't hAd D:UC:h luck. Th11 bein& eo, I see 

no good object t o be aer ved in again offering a au&&e• t i on t hat eeema 

to be roredoo~ed. 

Accordin&l.Y, I shall lllollce no 1Urther ~U&~:eotione &bout reo r gan­

ization, Altho\l&h you haven ' t tol d me eo in ao JD&l\Y ""rde , I h&YI 

learned rroa other eourcea that you clo not propooe to tra:ufer the 

ll&tional foreatl, Md 1 f th1• 11 the fac t , I ban no 1nter eet ln any 

t ranahra either !rom or to thh Depar tment, 

The Prill dent , 
!he White Bouee. 

Sincerely youre, 
.a_ - . $4, L.,. (T .... ,,., .. . 

Secretary of the I nteri or . 
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THE SECRETARY 0,. TH E INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

.lpr il 22, 1939 , 

liT dear llr. PreddiOJl t1 

I bear nothiDC but dhtur'biDC reporto fro .. :Bonn ... 

•Uh· ll&tteu there grow woree en17 dq. I thinl< it 

ot i.,perati •e i.,portance that a new A4a1niotrator 'be 

appointed, and, naturallr, I do not care to appoint one 

without your concurr ence. I had hoped that the appointaent 

of 11r. lrac, who i a a t preoent attached to the !ann••••• 

V&lley Authority, might ba..e 'been announced before thie. 

I aa writ IDC thh note in 'QJ'goney because I do not 

"""t to 'be hald reepondble for tho cbaoa which exiata 

at ! onnertlleo 

!he Preddent, 
!he lbite Hcu••• 

Sincerely youre, 

~?;~6' .. 

Secret&l')' of the Inter ior, 



II}' dear llr. PresidmtJ 

THE SECRETARY Of' THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

April 29, 19&9. 

Have TOAJ ever written letters and U.on bad large doubta whether 

;yOAJ. should aend thea? Some euch lett ers I have written and destroyed; 

oU.ers I han a .. t. 

This ia a letter which I have twice told yOAJ I would not ev., write 

let alone send; a letter on the eubject of reorganiutioo a.s it affects 

this Departaent in relation to Public ll'orlce and Poreatr;y. 

JUt I u sendina it to you - in the hope that it aoea to you aa 

-.;y friend es well es -.;y Presidont - and tbat even 1t it is lona YOAJ will 

s a •T friend yourself read it t hrOAJ.gh tor ••· 

As yOAJ know, ay aost cherished hopo baa been that under your J.dain-

1atratioo and while I eOAJ.ld help yOAJ do it, you would lnlld up a Depart;­

ment of Conservation. I have not been interested, ae I soaetimes fear the 
newepapers have aade yOAJ reel, aerely in tb<l size or -ethiJ>& under ay 

jurisdiction. I ban honestly felt that the creation or such a Depart­

... t with ita reeojp:dtioo of the conservation principle as a prU!ary pur­

pose or the Federal Oovenua.,t would be a IJ'G&t th1n1 tor the direction or 

the thought or the oountr;y and one of the pe..anant and hiator1cally !a­

portent attainaente ot YOAJr .ldai.niatretion. 



You now ban tlw power to clo t.bia. &.lt. a 1'a1l.urt to ue:rcUe that 

power ftOW rill •eau t~t ao Prtd.<l•t 1liU be ablt to crMU a Dopa.rt.#l_,t 

ot Cor'llth"at1oa .for .llollll;y 1tan to c.cae. Vecy aeldoa can t.bie luge l.evi.­

ath&n ot a go•em:aent be coad*'- into altorln& it• bab1tl; it baa tu.on 

all ot your own titanic enerCY and counce to c.reet.e thia opportu.nity. 

P'urt.heNOre enry aove you ulte t.bie year w1ll be uHd •• a r .. tOn 

.tv no turther aove need be aadt in tutu.re yeare: it tbt 1nU.tbaD h 

aad.e to aon ow-er ill t.t. bed, neo 1.t ew-er eo allgbtly, i t a dhpoait.lOil 

will be to Httle down ew-m .ore coafortabJ.r, in the aesuranc.e that noth­

ing aore w1ll. be apected ot it. What aov .. you do not aalte now you tore­

clot• aot. oal7 tor youratlt b.l.t ror other Prel1doote for yO&l"e to coao. 

I orguittd Publlc lfork:• Md ... it thl-ou,&h it• -.est trying years. 

aJ.t I have been. willing at aU ti.&ot to give up Pub.Uo Works it inat.el4 

I ftre to han a Depa.rtaent ot CODMrvation, or .tdch Forestry, neeeaauUy 

a.od naturally, .,uld be tbe ke.yatoae. 

My converaatioft w:i tb J"CCU oa Tue8da.y indicated tbat you mean both to 

take Publie W'orta !'rca •• aDd to retuae to £1-•• Forestry to ••· 

To deprin •• ot P\abl.io Works, to which I per~ u ao daepl.y 

att.e.obed, while at the aaae tiae denying .. Foreatry (and with it the 

poaaibilit:y ol' • bema tide Depart;.ent. or Conaenatioo) cu.ta •• 60 deepl.¥ 

that 1 graftl¥ cioubt whether 1 b.avt tbe •pirit aod COI.lft£1 to go oo and 

do _,. work •• it oa.ght to b. d.an•. 

Pl•n 4o not lli.mndereta.n.d •. OD.lib acae ot ay oontnl"u • t t.ho 

Cald.rlet ta~ t ban DOt loot -:1 o~d.CIIl that. YQU are Preaidct 

2 



troa wbolo the powera ot all the reat or ue derive, and I b&ve not loet 

a:t .., •• or lauoor to lt.7 doc preiiWiptuoue condi tiona oo which I 'IIDUl.d 

atay within or depart tro. the circle ot the bonor ot your coatidence. 

Oil the otber balld I know IQ'Mlt pretty well. I know that a:t ...,rk 

1e 87 llte1 I know thet al.tbouflb I will never conoeioualy aulk 1n die­

loyalty, t .he tine edge or entluliea whl.oh hae ~~&de .. eo JIUOh want to 
ecbieve tor 7"U1 C&llllot bal.p but be dulled it 7"'l pluck out tor othere 

all the plwoa ot the pudding ot lilY dreue and lea-... 118 ODly tbe 111eee ot 
Ullintereetin&; dough. 

I do not 1fK1 thb to bi~ee~~Un 7"'l to do 801Mtb1ng wbiob ;you 

tbink for tbe like ot tbe country ought not be done. I do not -.nt you 

to reorplliae IQ' Deputaeot or any other depertaent in • aanner which 

you do not tull:r approve s!.ply to keep •• troa making a ecene. My pride 

ie etill above tb&t 1<1nd or eaotioaal p-att. 

!Ut I ~ not be !air to ;you. md certa1nly not to a;reelt if, reel­

ing as I do , I abould not appriee you or that reeling - tor it ia not 

beyond the poea1b1lltiea that •• &D anentbuaiaatic dieappointee ;you. aigbt 

not tbinlc ae or IN!'tioient uee!\ll.Deu to ;you as S.oretery or the Interior. 

11&7 I at aoae len,tb -.rise the probl•e or the reorpniution •• 

they arrect a:t ...,rlt. 

1. .Ill! E«ect ~ llllnln 2!:£!!: ~ Reorgan1yt10!! ,ga Interior. 

Tlut tiret order or rearpllieation bit .. b&rder tball &117 otber ••bar 

ot ;your .ldaillietration. Tbia order takea troa •• adainietration o-...r tbe 

Office ot EdueatiO!!, tbe United States llou.aiag .ldailliatration, tbe Public 

Work• .ldailliltrt.tiOCI, tba llatiODal Re~•• Board, &lid control over Gonn>-

I 



act bulldinge in the Dietrict or Coluabl.a. Nothing is liven l!y this order 

to coepenaate for thil denudation. 

I hope that you will not aii!Widaratand ay reterencu to the Office ot 

Education and the National. Reaourcae Board. I have always add that the 

Ottict ot Education does not b8long losic&lly in thie Department, I have 

alwaye aaid that the llatiODal Reeourcee Board ought to be directly under 

t .t. Pr .. idmt hiaMlt. Tbe only point that 1 aa trying to aalce is that 

to deprin ae of thlae and other iaportant agenciee without sirlng me in 

return anything that, by the widoat etretch or the imagination, could be 

bald to coapenaate tor this loll, aieht be interpreted u a leek of cont.L­

dcca, the reiU.lt of wbicb •• a detendnation on .J'I>Ul' part to make ot thia 

a purely ainor and uniaportant Departaent. 

Ot course , it uy b8 your deterainstion to send to th1• Department 

additional functions which will Jllll<a it poaaible for it to bold the modest 

place tbat it baa bald aaong its ahter dapert.ents. BoW'f'ar, ay tall< 

with you lest '1\Jesday, lett •e in cooaidarable doubt u to 'llhat you aigbt 

do. You indicated that you aight eend F'iaheriee and Biological Survey 

bore but these are the only two agencies that you definitely aentioned. 

On an earUer occasion you bad augguted coab:Lning the Coeat and Geodetic 

~•Y with t he ....-.ayin& and aapping aethities that already exist in 

thi• llepartaent. I aa 1111re that I need not II&J' to you that IYen it theae 

three additional tunctione of government abould be tranaferred to Interior, 

thil Departaent would &till be tboo nat loser to a conaldarable degree. 

lloreonr, I ban bad no intiaatioo u to wbat actirltiaa, it any, now in 

Interior 7011 propoaa to traneter to otboor dapartaente. 

' 



nat I 4o bo,., ot cour,., abo•• all ti-M 11 t.h&~ rou w1l.l be d.ll-

1ns to tran•ter Po~1t.r7 to Interior. Ir 701J. will bM.r tr1t.h •• I will 

araue that c.,• 1D 1\\1.1 a UtUe later 1n thil letter, b.it tor the aaaent. 

let u di.Ka•• a dht.lllct MCODd eboic• - tblt. 1t )'OU do think t.bat 1 

OM be Ulpt'l&l to 7fN.r Adld.a11\.rat.ic:a u Sec:ret&r)' ot U. Int.arlor. J'CN 

will bo .UU01 \o •ppo!a~ M o4411J.aaollT u Adal.ahUe...,. at tho c" 

Peel eft! Wo-rb ...,.t7, 

2. l!!!!Y2 J12W. 

Ae 1 han uJ.d1 70U not cmly have perton.c:l a .. Jor opo.re.Uot\ oo 

thia Depe.r'bumt, or at 1••-t upon a:r llda1n!W!Ilt.ht rtaponatbllit1 .. , 'b7 

~ Exeeut.i•• Order al.r-.d7 i•wed, t:ut 100 ban 1n41oawd tt.t it i.a not 

rour purpo• to t.rulter ror .. t.ry to Int.uio:r. Tbla tOU1d ~~MD tbat -the 

~t or the laU:rior• Wt.ead: ot ....rc;l11.c tr. \.be NOTp:'lil&tloD 

\Jatb f'reah aa:S rebYipNte4 aboald be B«lt to a DW"al.nC t..e tor a 1.oac: 

connleacence. In Upt of thue c.ireuut.ane .. , lt 70'1 will. bear with ae 

e little longer, I would lUte to 4bcuu the .rrect on tbia Dep&rtaent ot 

tJ:w stTOranee tro. it ot Plf.A. 1 would also U.ke to dJeeuaa the pouiblo 

polJ.Ucal 1..pllc.at1one in that ..... :ranee. 

Yow- peo&a orcin ditpc>ae•N•• .. of PWI., tbt OD.ited Stoat..• Bou.aiDc 

1S!A1rtrat.ioD, U. Oft1c• or Schleatica, t.he laUoa&l ReiiC.Q1'eea Bo&rd, 

&Dd U.. adatnlat.n.U• ot Ocr.,.maea:t llll..ld1.aca 1A U. Dlatrlct or Colu­

brl.a - n .. .s...ponut 1.114 ru-reac.biac aotJ.viUea. lou Mt up a new 

• ..,c:r cana1at1.Dc ot tbt P\a'Dllo Work• &41d.Diat.rat.loe, the ~rka Progreu 

l4&1n1ttrat1on, tbt IW'Nu ot PubUo Roedl, t.m Arohit.eotw-&1 Ottiee ~ 

t.be T.reaa&rr, e.a.d tbe 1111\&1.-nt. or u. public. bia.Uclln&l in t.ht D1et.rlet 

or Col.uabS.a - .,.nc1tl, &lao tin iD aual:w, &Ad J)t!'~P.I •ltct tdin& in 



iaport&nce tbe the that. yau. ban .Uded t't'OII thU ~t. 

1t thb ~t. •• no-t. to be Mde a ~t. ot ConHnaU.CG, 

t.h• I retpee:ttu.ll7 wu-•t t.bat. 7GU. alP'- ..U conndu appoln.Ua& u 

add1Uon.all.7 •• Ada1n.htr.t.or ot th11 nn acency. 

h would not add ttppreclably, lt at ell, to rD.'/ pre1ent. respooaibil-

1 U11. J DOW bave P'U and the JIUbUC b.&.1.l.d.lnp o! tM Diat.riet. ot Co_lua... 

bl.&. Md JW .., reea.u t.b&t., •• e&rlT ... u~s. J'OU aau••tAd t.o - oo one 

OCC.dOD t.baC. it -· yow pw'pOII to t..l"anltlr to tM then Pu.bl.ie tlorka 

A&tin.htration, t.he Architectural Office tbM 1D tbt 'trt&lllf'7 and tbe 

&..Ntau of Public Road1. h that U.e tueb t.Tanater. 110uld ha•• added 

tDOf"eCCII:lal7 to q dllat111 beeaoM PU •• a t.hin& ot U. t\ltu.n. tt. l-Ad to 

bt orpld.!:ed a.ad cot. cobc.. To add t.beH tunetiooa DOW to "'· cit.b PU. 

the stroon&lr co1n1 cOGeern that It. it, would ha.rdl.1 uu•• a ripple. lfor 

would that put ot WPA 'lrhloh ~· to do with eonstnaetJ.oo add to tbl bJ.r... 

d•• ot Pn. .._. a utter or taet, l t -.Lld r.on • lot. ot e<:ll1t'uaion and 

ahuadera\.&n41.J:I.a and .:Nld .Ue tor .,.N &tttciet adala1.u&t1GD. 

Ito• •• to the polh.1c&l. .s..pll"Uona. Jut. ,....,. .. 10 into a a.aUcnal 

cat~~pa101 c!u.rinc wbicb thil .tdal.niet..r•tJ.cn w.Ul tev-a t.o derf.iAd ita record . 

lod lt, •• I bope, rou. will be the n.ocretle e.ndidat.t tor PreaidiDt, 10U 

1dll u .... to 1d.:a on \be record ot 70UJ' Ada!.G1.-tn:tioa.. 

1bet.bu U. 1.1 a tao\ or aot, people ~ .... to belleYe that. 1 

ba•• aade a oredit.able record •• A4ai.D11tNt.or' of Public Wol'ke. lou, J'OW"'­

aelt, ban .Ud tblt thtn bu be .. no 1cMdal con.nect.ed wit.b PWA. P'rieod1 

oo t.ht 81U ••aa• •• Ua t. tM7 ..alcl 1.1lle t.o ... PIA 10 to~ uDd.er at 
adaiAinraUoo. Lookiac at. \be .11W.U.OD • • o'bJ.cU.nlt u I caa, it. 

• 



•••a to a;e that. a a:ood deal or sound political re.IIOt) 1a 1n .. olvod. 1n 

not t.bang1nc a.n adainistration wbich ba.e t.m pne.rally acold.llled throu~ 

out the eountJ7 ror its honuty ltld etrie.iencr a.nd tor its nry t.A!'I:r;ibl.o 

t.ecoaplia.balo:nte . On t.t. othe.r ban4, l!OUld tbOre oot. be a. reeling of aa­

tnll"11t1Ce a.nd e.atia!S-ct.ion it it. nre knom that the tull&s: •ct.1rlt1ee 

or WP.l were to be a4ainilltered in the tuture by" tte PWA orgoniu.tion whicb 

has al.ready eet.bl..bhed itael.t in public confidmce? lt seems to ate tbat. 

t.o do tbie tOuld be 1101"0 convinclnr thnn a. t.bouund Joint debates or polit­

ical apeecbea. 

Haturally, as you indicated in the bep.nnin.s, tbo Su:reau of Public 

Roads and tbe Architectural Rrancb of t.be Tl"Naury belot'l& .S.tb Public Works. 

l believe tbat as to the!!e also there wcuJ..d be 8QC.Itb1A& to be pined fro. 

the astRU"ence tJ:a t the •dainirlretiao ot these two acenoiot .. e to be 1n 

tested and expe:riancod banda. 

There ia a related quution which I abould bring to your attention. 

'fo take Publle Works •'1113 ~ ae witbCIUt tcaO r.ead,ju.tment or adadniatra.­

Uve expenae• mu.ld deprive aa of seve.n.l vital a:nd eaaentJ.U tool1. It 

has beet'!. t.be p:ractJ.c.e ot tbD Bureau of the! lb:.1get during tm l ut severtl­

yea.rs when n uked tor addJ.tJ.onal personnel .tor Interior, upooiallJr in 

tbe S.cnta.r)''e Otfiee, to lfllteeat th:t.t we draw oo PubUo Works for this 

p.areonnel rather than to aake the neoetl&l"J' a.dd1tion1 t.o tbt b.ld.get for 

Interlor. Tb11 ,. ban d.one. Jlow to cut orr tlrl.a source of auppl.y ltC1Uld 

eripple .. bt.dlt· In tact, I do not aM bow I could oan.tiDue t.o tuneti<WI 

etteot1,.ly unle11 I nrt allowed. to c&rry aeabcra or -:~ oe ata.tt wtlo ar• 

beini paid ~ P'II'A or unl••• I wre giore an increased appropriation tor 

7 



1AWr10l'. 

!. l2:!!,t Act-h1ths. 

It. 1a ay ho.,., too, tt.tl 7t1U will WMt. \.o ecneent.rat. iD tbia Dtput­

aeot ~ po~ int.ereat.a and aoUriti .. of U• 7ecleral. Ooram::cat to U. 

nt.ent U.t. thf1 eut be cone.nt.rat..ed W'li!er U. lt-.orpn.haUoa Act. TM 

attitud• of thb Dtpa.rt.r:ant ton.rd polf81' Ma been 70\U'" at.t.Uud.e . The 

rl&tt ben baa .,.._ .O.u:.at.ed. oe c.tat at.tJ.t:udt, baa c~ \o bell .... b it 

and II ..U..U.... ... t1cllt for U. Tbo lblldtr Ca!>yoa, lcm..ule and Grand 

Coultt projtc-ta ar• alrl&dy Wldtr the ju.riedioticm ot Int*J>lor . Tba 4._ 

....t~t and clht.ribltion. ot power to t.bl blat int.e:reah of the people 1a 

a .,...t ecmaenation eat.erpr1H \bat. ea. be curled ClOt .oat. .UacU~ 

W teonoaical.lr 1r it h properly eooeentral.t4. 

4. lorett.rx. 

(a) Tonttn ~ 2.\b!J: ptemt!m .J!!!t ~ .!!! Ipt..r1or. 

We alto d.11cu11•d CCII 1\l.al4t.7 at eona1derable lenctb the cruest.ion ot 
YoHtt.r)'. I lett. U. lhita Soul• with no bope that 7011 had &D¥ int.,Uon 

at Ude ti:e to \.n.Aat u rorett.rT to Int.«rlor. '!hb 4 .. pu.e the tact \bat. 

I bad bNc elMrl7 under tba J,Jrpreuica oorer a courae or ttar• t.h.-t. ,you 

oot only be.Utftd that l'or .. t.rr •• it relat.t1 to land 1tl pabllc ownerlbip, 

oot. OGl7 ebcul.d be t.rana:terrtd to Int.erlor b.at. that. 1t JO'l eft%" wr. clft!D 
t.be powr to aaka alCb • t.ranerer TOiil 11011114 do w... I Mpbaa:be at t 
undtnt.ood to bt )'our own 'b.Uat btcauee 1 would oot CCII ptr~ P"''U"dl 

pre•• tar MT t.tu1ter to 'lblU I lalft 7W wr. iD pr1Ac1pl.e oppoeed. &t. 

I t.a" al...,.• 1mdvatoocJ, at l•at. up unt.ll laat. Ttl.eldq, U..t. JGU •VM4 
that. Poreetry <~'~tht. to be t.be k171toDe ot • Dlpa.rt.Mnt ot Can .. M'at.ion. lfe 

al10 d11C\l1Md t.lll po..S.ld.llt.7 or •ni.bbliac:• at ?ore•tr)' b7 t.rm.•f•rr1DI 

• 



to this ~t crazing in the ,.tional forests, the recreational 

actiYities now carried on in the national forests , and the setting aside 

of certdn areas 111 national IIOOWDents, tut I did not gsther that this 

indicated that you had any obJection in principle to the tranater or 

Forestl")' to Interior. On the contrar:r I thoueht that it indicated that 

you believed th&L .Forest ry should ultimately come to Interior. 

Ot course , if Fisheries and Biological Survey are not to be trans­

ferred to Interior there would be no particular point in transferring 

Forestry. Because ••an with Foreatry, Fisberioa and Biological SUrvey, 

this Department as reconstructed, -.bile it wt>uld be a cohesive and compact 

Departaent, would not be a large one, in Yin or the inroads on the Depart­

cent that have already been ll&de. It would s- to ae that the grazing 

and recreational activities now carried on in national forests should also 

c011e to Interior. The Taylor Grazing Act, paeaed in 19M~, gave you the 

riSht to tranaf'er Foreetry GrarJ..ng to tbe Greaing D1 Yieioo. Bare was a 

elaar intention of the desire ot Congress, which expression, however, baa 

never been carried aut. 

So thoroughly u I conruced that a bona tide Depart.::.,t of Conserva­

tion would have gr .. ter potent1alltiea tor the ecooc.nc wel.tare and the 

social well-being or the people in the long run than some or the t0111poraey 

expedients that, by force ot circuaatancee, we b&ve been c.-pelled to re­

sort to, that I u wUling to aake ~ pereoaal Meritice in tbe interest 

ot aacb a Departaant. It your hesitation to iO ahMd with a Department of 

Coneel'1'ation is duo to any queation in your aind ae to whether I would have 

the neceaaaey qualiricatione to hM.d aacb a Departaent, then, in all sin-

II 



cer1t.y, I say to roo that I u 111llln& to reai£11 ae a • ...,ber of roor 

Cabinet . It this doobt exists in -roor aind , plsaea eonaider tbia letter 

as DIY resignation, to take effect at yoor ploaSUTO. I do not want 11\Y 

personality, and I should like to t.b1nk tbat any other member of your 

Cabinet would not want bia personality to stand in the -.y of a COIIPre­

henaha reorganization. At no tiao have I bad any duire except to sup­

port your Administration to the u tmost and to add, if I could, to ita 

prestice on the baaia of a Job 11811 done . I have had no personal ul:d.­

tione that could poeaib17 have raised an issue between rq loyalty to DIY 

Co,..,ander-in-Cbief and my desi re to realize on tboae llllll:d.tions . I bave 

wanted to serve you because I have a deep per sonal affection for rou and 

because 1 believs in 'J®r &e=ral accial objectives. &t I know that I 

cannot serve you effectively except on the basis of mutual confidence and 

mutual eetee111. 

(b) The Congreaaional Situ,.tion Regarding Tor estn. 

You told ae that eoce of roor advisers bad indicated that to att""'Pt 

to transfer oven Fiabor1ea and the Biological SUrvey here might cause your 

order to be rejected bf tho Congress. Franklr, I think that whoever gave 

you that advice e1 thar did not know what he - • tallc1ng about or had so&e 

ulterior purpose in aind. I have canvassed tbia aituation , I th1lllc, .cor,e 

thoroughly than moa t others because I have been per sonally in tareeted , and 

11\Y infon:~ation is all to tbe contrary. 

Naitber am I persuaded that Forestry itself would not be able to run 

tbe eauntl et of the Congress if you cboee to include it in your order . On 

tbe Senate aide , Senator llcNary baa auured ae that Forestry li'OIIl.d at.and the 

test. He told - alae that, in bia opinion, Forestry , Biologiettl ~"7 and 

Fieberiee should be in this Departaent, and he gan •• liberty to quote Ida 
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to you to this affect. Undoubtedly you not iced a newspapor statement by 

Senator llcNa.ry coc:menting on your tirat order, in 'IIIIich be aaid that be 

would not be a partisan in considering t hat order. 

Senator Byrne• also told me that, except for aucb oppositioo aa Sen­

ator Pittman aigbt offer, be believed tho. t there would be no question of 

your order going through ae to Foreetry. As be put it to 111e : "l!by, '11'8 

have won tbo.t tight. • I 111&1 say parentbeticall7 that I aa trying to find 

out j ust .mat is the real bub for Sen&tor Pittman ' s opposition to tho 

transfer of Foreatry and hie contidenea t l:a t it cannot be transferred. 

On the House aide, I aa enn aora confident . CoogreaiiE&Jl Cochran, 

of r.;ieeouri , bas said that Forestry could be transferred. Congroelll!lan 

Woodrwa tol d me the same thing in ay o., office about tt'Jl daya ago. Con­

greuman Warren Lindsay, I u told, 1e equally conf ident. He said to Con­

groe8111411 Dempsey aubstantially wha t Senator Byrnes aaid to me , nuely, 

"1Tny, we have won that fi&bt . • 

IN.t rey chiot reliance is based upon what CongresSilW'I Dempsey bse told 

me oYer and OYer aaain. I have great confidence in eooveuc:an Dellpaey'e 

jud~ent and in hi a a hili t y to uke good on What be aaya. I still believe 

that if' hie advice bad been followed &t the l aat aeaeion you would have bad 

your reorpniution hill at that ... aaion in aucb better shape t han you baYe 

1 t now. Congreuman DeOipsey tells me that there ia no doubt that a trans­

fer of Forestry could be made to atiok. 

(e) .!12! the Congreesional Situati011, j,! ll re•J J y stand a !!!. 

the nv !li. illl tran•Car £,( For81to, £!!!. .!l! tested. 

I had hoped , of course, that Forestry would be included in your general 

interdepartment.l order. You have eaid that you did not want to defeat that 

u 



onSU' b7 illelwlina rw.•'U7· n.r.ron. 1 -a )'OU Uda ........ u.oa., 
'IUl 1ot2 bt .ullne, u the lut.. or rwr ord•ra, to amd up one dealln& 
witth for .. trr alone, tranat•t"rl.n& u., ., ra.r •• u. nla~• t.o the public 
luda, rn. the ~t. o! 'crlcalWN to tb.h Dep&r1aenU 1t Cone"•• 
reall7 whbea this tHnlfer to be -.de, denry Wallace osnnot.. eoapl.Un if 

it 1e p ..._ an OppoMWIJ t.:1 to to 1a41eat..e. And, aru.- all, tbe CllllJ aT 

r"Mll.7 to t1Dd oot. 11bat. Concn.n w:Ul or .uJ. DOt. do h \o p.at.. the baa• 
up t.o Cooveu . 

s. Fsult&hltt Piatd.Wuon Rot Jarl ~er ru.rt~@ftt.•. 
Jou t.ol.d .. oo Tu.•lda7 \.bat. em• purpoa.e 10'1 bald a aiad •• t.o ...,.. 

up the Departa*tt.a so tar •• pouiblt . Wq .t rtlptottull)' euuut thAt , 10 

tu •• &.p-icultu:re it cc:acemed, t.Mre ....., t.o be rao le.,.llnr: doe. I baft 

not. t..M exaet. ticu;re• t.f'ore u tut. I mow Wt ctt.J.rinc the Lut bo thc:&l 

y•r• the •ppropriatJ.on tor Agriculture hu be• approxi.ut.l7 • bUllon 
doll.u• •ch ,..ar. I'M approprialloa tor lhh Dtpa.rtaeftt. tor the cext. th­

eal 'f8U' h $1T~, en, ?e&.U. !our f'irat reorpn1aatioo ordor Wea t'roa 

J.Crieultur• tbl lkLreau or PubUo Rol.da, blt it. adda to .i(.r'ioultu.re t.h.rtle 

lead.1Ac ..-,e1 .. to U. \ t ~t. U.t. U. aet. remU. .tll oot. be • -~ 

et.anUal eu.rw.u.a.nt. or *'cr1eulture rr.: t.he poict. or rl.n or &MU&1 a· 
ptn<U.Wrea rath_,. tb&n a ourt.a..U.ent ot A¢cultl.art. t~ it A,...ic:W.tw'• 

loMa B:l.oloc1cal Sb.rft7 Mill 7orut.rr 1D add.iUoa, I dcu..tt. •\her U:da 'rV7 
bt~th ot a Drepart.;::•t.. will tiftd it.aelt .aeb11t anr1reductd 1A abe att.t.r 
lbe wbole reorp.nbat.ion plan bu been p veo e!tect.. l n t.rior with 7o.rett.l')' 
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THE WHmt HOUSE 

WMHINOTOH 

Xq 10, 1Nt. 
l(Q(IId'DQI( rat 

'I'D U:OUT ART OJ 'I'U Il"ll::tiOil 

Ill rer&M to lllDIIblp IIDd Pllerto 
Rlooa 

1. I wlll tell tbe Pnee oa 
Frlda)" that I upeot to HD4 
..-ua1 Leala)" to Pllerto Rloo 
till• e.-.r .. OcrnriiOII. 

a. Ill recUil to tha au- ot 
temtorl• u11 Ie1811da~ I 
tb1At '" lla'N & 11004 0 ...... 
to .a a obu£• \ben lA new 
of ., N'd"'S tbe PblllpplAM 
to ltl 

r. D. R. 



liT d.ear llr, Preaiclentl 

THE SECRETARY OF" THE IN T ERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

•.• 9 

l can eee your point o! Yiew about retraining !roe preaein& 

Governor linohip for hie ree1gnat1on at thio ti• but l M nevertb&-

lees very IIUCh dhturbed about the Puerto lUcan e1tuat1on, 

Congreaa..n llarcantonto called on you a weelc or two &&Q and after 

he came out of your office he told tbe newapape!'llen that he ha4 ,.._ 

quested :rou t o dem&nd Governor l inahlp'• reetgnation. filii """ -• 

publiehed ~btequantly in Puerto Rico , ao well aa here, fhl a wao a 

!oolioh thing for llarcantonio to do , in view o! the fact that be lcnew, 

both f rom you and from me, that we were trrin« to worlc out the eltuation. 

Laet lriclaT l tallced with llarcantonio over the telephone. I told 

him that he bad ~d up the carde pretty thoroughly and that 1f lin-

ohip continued as GoYernor he eollld have hi10aelf to thanlc for it, liar-

eantonio i a threatenln& to offer a reaolution calling for a Congreoa­

ioeal innat1pt1on of affaire in Puerto lUeo, l aa teyin& to perauade 

hb• to bold hh hor•• in conform! ty with your IU&«'•tion over the 

telephone on fhu.radaT, l told hi• that 1f he wolll.d «0 along for a !ew 

weelca and lceep hh aouth ohut, thin&• wollld worlc out all ri&ht . 

lhether ho can be per.uaded to 4o tbh, l 4o not lcnow, Be 1a both 

volatile and irrepreeeible, However , l will 4o a7 beat. 

011e thine that bae M4e llarcantonio an active enemy of l inohip 1 a 



h the fact thet 'lloth 1flnoh1p &114 Dr. OnlaniDC aethel7 1Dtl""ne4 1D 

llai'COUiton1o'• dhtrlot 1D wpport of llarcanton1o ' o opponent at tb41 laot 

election, llarOIUltoDlo lnohh tbat he h a lin Dealer and thAt if he • a• 

not entitled to Ad.iaiotra t1oD oupport , he •a• at leAot eatitlod t o an 

ab-oe of .Adalnlltrat1oa oppot1 U on , I d14 not lmow at tho U&e of Oruen.-

1ac' e aoth'l. t1u 1n llarcaatoni o • • dlltriot &n7 acre than I 1m .. ot hh 

aothlt1u in bebalt ot Deleptl liDC 1n lla• a11, If I bad mown, I • ollld 

MYe C*lle4 hi• llbarpl7 t o account, It wae llarco.ntoDlo hi&Hlf who told ae 

ot o ..... Dl"C'e aethe ln\erYeDtlOD, but I '-"" nritled. thio ta.ct ~Hlf, al­

thouch lla1'08Dtoaio 4oee not lmow tbJe, 

.le to Puerto llloo, I th1Ait thAt we are t1 tti!lf; on a powder Ieee, OoY­

ernor 1fi111h1p bee been a coo4 pol1eeMD but be7ond that I ea1111ot Mn4 hi• 

"'rT 1111ch, In our conrnanee of Puerto l1eo under 1f1Doh1p we oee11 to co 

fro• one 1111toward tn'ent t o another unt oward tn'ent. I wae 011 the poi11t of 

aelc:lat; 70" t o de_,d hie redpat1on wben be waa lhot at t oM aontha ILCO• 

lD Yin of tM.t ennt, I did aot ••en aal< TQU, low be doean't want to rellcn 

beoan11 of llarO&AtoDlo' e 1D4lallfttlon, ... D if llarC'IIIItoDlo can be held 1.n 

leaoh, I auepeet tbat Winablp w1ll f ind toM otber perteotl7 coo4 r eaoon 

tor not raeicDtDC if be abould be aalced to 4o eo 1a the week• or aontbe to 

COM , 

Ot oouree, OoYernor W1.Dihlp ll eaUtlld to IYirT pr oper couldlratlon 

but U eena to • that the weltal'l of the people of Puerto 11oo ll of 

creator ooaoern than OoYernor 1flalhlp'• face, If be be.e oraated. a ll tuatlon 

which 11-1 t O COlJ.l f or b11 .._'MJ. &I Qoyemor, tbeD be OUC!It tO pe!f tbe 

a 



price &114 not the people o! Puerto llico, It he 1a not the proper .an 

for GoTernor, then , it Mollo to me, he O"U«ht to be remand, Mtor all, 

the Adm1n1otrat1on eannot be held reopono1blo !or wild otate•nto that 

llareantonio bao ID&de or •1 Mice, lle 1o not a member or the J.dJD1n11tra­

t1on and 1o not eYen a part7 democrat, 

Ao fOU lalow, 1 wanted a co~~prehenaiTe 1nYeatiption o! Puerto ll1co 

after the Ponce affai r, You wore wlllill« to oupport thio but we could 

not find &117 Waf or doing it in eon!or.it7 with the lawo, unleoo we aoked 

Congren to inTeotipte &114 that neither o! ua !aYored, lfhether Marcan­

tonio can force an 1nveot1pt1on or not, 1 do not know, !ut 1 ouapect 

that a thoroup inYoetiption would not reflect an7 great credit upon 

the adelnhtration that Puerto Bieo bao bad, 1 belieT8 that GoTernor 

1'1nohip h hand 1n ~oYe with the worat political eleMnto in the lele.n4. 

fhe one hand 1a wa ohlng the other, Un!ortunatelf, 1 cannot rel7 on Dr. 

Gruenlng wi th reepeet to Puerto ll1co becauee he reacted oo Tiolentl7 !rom 

hh earl7 b1plicit confidence in the eo-called local liberal• that he hae 

gone oftr to Governor 1'inahip &114 lladal, boree, toot and dragoon a. 

fhe taall: fOU pn me o! aaldng !or Governor 1'1nah1p 1a reaignatlon 

wao not a pleaeant one . 1 do not like to do that oort o! thing, but 

ordero were ordere. 1t 1o aurlouo that in a long intenlew with me, 

OoTernor 1'1nohip neYor eTon mentioned llareantonio. llo MYed that !or fOU 

when ho - fOU three or !our daf• la tor. All of which cauaoa 1118 to bo­

lioYe that perhapa Qo ... rnor 1'inth1p 1a not 08 alneere in the •tter 08 he 

mipt be , 
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ot t.legre.mo on Puerto Rico , deiii&Dd.lns tl».t Oonrnor 111nahlp be per-

sltted to CODtinue Ill Go ... mor, JIT IUaplcloD la th&t 1t Will the Gonroor 

hleaelt who •• to tl». looalec of thh s...Uancb.a . .t.a a M tter of tact, 

I ba•e bean a4•1ae4 t ree Puerto Ri co that an a ctl•e eaepei«n waa put on 

for tl».ae t.lll(rama at La f or tale111 IIJid 10M of thole who IIDt telepoamo, 

theeoelftl aa bein11 aexl.ouo to oee a new Oonmor. 

I did eot ... Oonrnor 111nahip a fter hi e 1nt.r.1ew wtth ;rou bnt 

prob&blr t l».t h Juat ao • •11 beeauae tbere wao eothlec, in .., eDbllrrae ... 

•nt , tl».t I could. laTe Mid to hla. f er,. lilcelr he d14 not think it 

worth while to aalt ee for another il•terrlew becsu• of wh&t .uet baYe 

been hie conTlction tb&t I wsa not in a pooltion to tpeak to hi• with 

autboritr. 

!be Preaid.ent , 
!be l hi t. Bouoe, 

81neerelr rouro , 

~?~.Jt-
Seereta17 ot the Interior. 
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THE SECRETARY Or THE INTER IOR 

WASHINGTON 

JUN -2 1939 

!he Pruident, 

The 1lh1 te Bou.e. 

rq dea:r llr. Preoident: 

It CiYU ,.. cre&t pleuure to pruent to 70UJ on 

beh&lr of the American Kation&l Ooamittee of the fbird 

World Power Conrerence of which I w&a cb&irmanJoeto of 

the t r&no&et1ono of the Third World Power Oonrerence 

and of the Second Ooogrue on Larce Due, which were 

held concurrently 1n W&oh1Dgton i n September, 1936. 

8incerel7 1oure, 

~~ 
leeretar.r of the Interior • 

.... 

< 



.. -----........ 
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14' d.ar llr. Pru1dntl 

THE SECRETARY Of' THE INTERIOR 

WASH INGTON 

Jwoe 23, 1939. 

\ 

1 baYe Juot road a reltaoe g1YeD out to tht pr••• cono1ot1ng ot 

TODr letter to SeD&tor J .... r. BTrD•• with re!treDc e to B. Reo. lo . 

326, aa4 s .... tor J17naet1 letter to )'Oil, to wblch TOVO wat a rtylT• 

We diocutoed br1efl7 lednea4ar \he rellet prosr .. tor the 

f1ocal 7 .. r 1940, eopec1all7 with refereDc t to a pooolblo Public 

l'ora PI'OCT•· l1p to tJ.t tlae 1 ha4 mon DOth111c of the alter-

ut1n plu which ;rou D.ow propolt e=ept fi'Oa what 1 •• able to 

gather t roa the Dtwlpopero, Ao 1 oee it, the o1tuat1oD Dext 7tar 

will bo oo oorl ouo lllllett then h u Ul)tura ill butl,.u, wblch 

C&IUIOt aow be predicted, tbat, deep1te 70ur letter to Seutor Bpau, 

ud dup l tt '"" TOUr dulre to ntp don Oonru .. t tJq>tll.d1 taru. 

1 tetl that it 1o ~ dut7 to .. pbao11t What I oaid 111. a nr7 hatt7 

ud okotchT lllloiiAtr oa ltdaea4ar. 

1D 70ar letter 7CJI1 lht 1tnral tTPU of ezpead1\Vu which 70U 

eotiaato •111 call for loaD diobaro .. tftt t daring the !local 7.ar of 

1940 111. tht .. ouat ot $870,000,000. 1 rupecttullT btc ltaYe to 

tJq>rtll tha following dCJQbto wlth nepect to thett u .. u 

'l'ho tlnt lt .. aatlclpoht u ezpeDdltare ot •11!0,000,000 t or 

aoD-Jederal Public Worll:o •to be tlullced b7 loADo at outtloltDtlT low 



rateo of iateraot to ott.ulate borrowiD& tor thio pmrpooe.• ITea 

it Stateo aD4 political aUbdiYloioae were dlopoeed to participate la 

a procrea of thio klad, it would aeceoaarlly ••aa that eyery applica­

Hoa alraa4)' tiled w1 th PIA would han to be throwa lato the waote­

paper baeut u4 •Urel7 an appllcatlono ~t. Ot lheU, thh 

WODld • ...,. weell:o, 1t aot aoatho, o! delq. Ia 11&117 b.etaacu 1t 

would • ...,. aew bolld elecUou. o-r ~ ot the bond electlono held 

wlth reepect to ao .... J ederal proJecte duriD& the paet year or 1t0re 

ha..e been apprond b)' the wtere, but 1t ehould be r-bered that 

the1 e bolld alectlono cont•pleted aa n:p•di tnre by the appllc1at of 

only 66~ ot the total coot ct the proJect . MaaT co..uait1eo that 

are able to raloe &6~ caaaot rahe 100~, e•en at a low rate ot 

inhreet. lfaay other c-ltiu, enn 1t they could rai11 the 

100~, •culd be reluctant t o 4o oo, eapeclallT lt that 1~ e .. e 

clooe to the llalt of peralooible bollded iadabtedaeoe. I caanot 

predi ct how auch aooey might be wt up tor thh type of proJect, but 

I cranl7 dollbt Whether any tueh .,. •• hso,ooo,ooo cou.ld be apet, 

lad I .. pauWatlc •DOU«h to bellne that the uouat WODld be nry 

-u Weed. 

Tou •ue«e•t th.e u pellditure ot aa e.,al DltOUilt C$150,000,000) 

•tor ezpreoo poet roa4o.• I take it that thea• expr••• poet roado 

would DOt c011prehaad uiltlJII roa4o bat it they 41d t haD uiotlD& 

rcad.o would han to be ealarp4, re-cn4ed, rebuilt, etc . It theoe 

prcpooed roa4t are aew roa4o, 117 cueu would be that Utle to lando 

a 



required !or the roada, lt coDde.nstlon proeeedlD«t bad to be re­

torted to , would bol d up the pro~ aoDtbt aDd perhapa eyen two or 

tbr" 7eara. Ill thh cOIIDectloD lt ehould be Doted that " baTt Dot 

7et boueht the laDe!. requlrtd tor the JettnaoD llnorlal. at St. I.ouh, 

a1thouch the project ~•• approTed December 21, 1935. KoreoTer, baaed 

co 87 experleDce ae Publlc Worka AdalDle trator , I .. prepared to 

taT that then h DO acenc7 iD the OoTorMODt where the pp between 

per toraance and promlee le eo great at lt la ln the Bureau ot PUbllc 

l!oada. lJa 1933 Smator ilatdeD and othere urced that the qulck"t 

~ to apODd Public lrorka tuDda "'' b7 bulldlD« road• and that lt 

ae&Dt •ore actual emp1078eDto Tou allocated aoDe7 seDeroua17 to the 

BuHau ot Public loadt oa q reeo-Ddatloa and later I wat aetounded 

to (1ad that aontbt, and eYeD lD 0011e lDet&Dcea one or two 7eare, 

patted before toae ot thlt aoae7 wae pUt to ~rt. Another polnt1 

II TOU expect the Stat ee or countlet to ciTe rlghta-ot-~ tor tbeae 

poat roade, thne would be no telllq wbc 70u would. hATe title. 

fbe rallroac!. equl pceat lt .. look• ae lf lt cigbt be all rlJht, and 

the piU'eha" ot railroad equl~nt h one ot tha boat thlD«• that could. 

be c!.ou becu.1 e ot the etlalatiq ettect that lt would. haTe oD the 

htayY 1Dduotrlea • 

..,.,. 11 $20,000,000 addltloDIIl could be opent OD !oral lb.ectrltlca­

tloD, and J'01l t ol4 .. Wt<!Mec!.a7 that llr. Caraoc!.7 had • e:a!eptlooa117 

t l ae record la llTlDS up tc hl• eetlaetee, i t would. onlT be a drop lD 

tbe bucket , 

• 



At to the tara tecut propu, which would call tor u ezpenditure 

ot $~0,000,000, tbh would aeu YW'/ UUlt ill the wt:t ot eaployaellt. 

Alto, thh looltt Uke a further dhcr1a11l&tloll ap1ut the un•plo;rt4 

ill the cititt for the beaefit of the f&raero . Pl&ett uadorttud thet 

1 aa 1ll full t111P&t!IT with tho pllcht of the !al"'ltrt, bllt after all a 

11&11 eu ezht 1ll the eouat17 where he would tr•••• or t tar•• in the 

en,. 

1 .. 1ll ta .... r ot • prograa of torelp lout, 1t bJ that 11 ..... , 

loant to Celltral ud South Allerieu ecuntrie o. PtrtolltllJ 1 ha•• no 

tzperitllce upon which to ezpreoo a Judsa .. t ao to bow ~ickl;r $200,000,000 

eoul4 bt ~tilt or what the 11l41reet btllefie1tl ethete Oil nplo;ratllt ud 

ill41lo t.,. 1ll thh COWit!7 would bt. Bowe ...... , batl4 upoll ~ central es­

ptritnce, 1 u .,...,. olteptical at to how faot ow:h a prorru would ao.,.. 

and ollce tbe aODIJ it loeaod tho u tt of it and tht ctleritJ with which 

it would bt uotd woul4 haYe to be dtterailltd b;r othero. 

l.ll :rcur rel .. u JCU ~eak ot tht tzpaaeloll of tht public houtill& 

prorru ot tht tJn1tt4 Stat .. BoutiliC .qtborit:r b:r eztlllcliJic ita bor­

rowiac power bJ •eoo,ooo,ooo •• toaathiDC that cu bt looktd to to r 

an lllcr•••• i D npl01JICt lltzt Jl&r• 1 ou~ect that t htre hat b .. ll 

aoae ahapprehtlloioll ao to what hat actutll;r be., a eeoapllahed bJ 

o. s. B. A. lo boutinc pr oJect ba t :ret b- built bJ that orPD­

haUoll, al tbouch 1 Ull4eretud that two or thr .. are llaariac eoaple­

Uoll. 'l'o &DDOUilce the earu.rldnc of !Uildo tor boueiac it not to 

llulld holloilljl, altboGcb th• etttet of thh oe•• to haft bec to 

• 



••.ur• the public that sreat ttrideo were balmg aada in bouotnc. !he 

Houal"l: Adlolnittration hat been ill axittence for ab•••t two 7u.ro. 'Ibn 

it took over the P~ pr o«ra. practicall7 all of tha opada work had been 

done. With taw axoaptiono all of the Stateo had adoptad houoinc lawo 

that we had drafted tor thea, and in eoaa Statao and citiaa houoinc 

authoritieo had baen oat up and were at work . Ye evan pooeeeoad and 

turned o•er to o. s. !! • .t.. a1tet 1n two citiat and the Concraaa ap... 

propriated ~nerouo 111ao of .ona7. To'll II8J' recall that a 7u.r &CO 

the thaor7 wao advanced b7 oo.e that a ~ prosru waa not nectto&rT 

for the fhcal 7aar of 193!1 baeauaa Houal"l: would fill the PP• It 

we had depended upon Bouotnc then we would be 1n bad abapa toda,7 • 

Jud«inc the future by tha paot, if we are to depend upon !!ouainc for 

tba !heal 7ear of 1940, we will be .ald.nc a •iotalta. 1 have tuC­

gaatad to you in the paet that a thorough 1nveat1gation of !!outing 

ohould be &ada and now that the control of thio &«oney 11 patainc 

froa &7 own Juriodlctlon, 1 raopectfull7 renew thio ~eotloa . 

At I told 7011 7ett erda7, there will be praetieallT no P~ ecpl07-

•ant b7 Jul7 l, 1940. I e... aee nothl"l: in the propooed prosrea that 

holda out hopu tor enn the IIDOUDt of eaploT&eat ....,. that PU baa 

been able to affect dll.r i n& the patt 7•&r•• I t tho aaw procru oac­

caeda in dolag what the propooal of the proeru of itoalf ada1to 

the need of dolat;, all wall and good. :llu.t unlau a Publlo Worka pro­

crea io otarted tbio lall, it will be too lata next Su.aer. »Yen if 

the Concreoo obould appropriate $2,000,000,000 at the next oaooion for 



/ 
• Public lforll:l progrq, pooplo out or work wlll be wallriAt; the etr .. te 

until tb e linter or l94o-4l. We mi~t haYe o111ttod the PUblic Work• 

prot;rao in which we ue at pre .. nt o~at:ed, the ~ o! which wUl be 

reaobed next •onth, without the di•aetroue re.ulte that 1 !oroooo 1! 

we o11lt 1t now and rd:r upon • progru which, •1th all due reopaet, 

1D e:r Judglllent, rill not do !Ohat it h abooluttl:r neceaoaey to do, 

and the failure to 4o which a&T reeult in .. riOQI ooc l.al dhloeaUoae. 

'!he Pruid011t , 
!he White Houee . 

Sincerely :roure, 

~~ 
Secrotar;r o! the I nterior• 

• 



O..r luol41• 

lefoft JOV 1llll'tl our tbo h~lo WCII'kl 44alnlltraUon 
to tbo MW .... 07, I •n11 7011 to ~ bow YOP1 40oplJ I tool 
llla11 '" baYo .... llllllll a woll4ertul nooo .. of tbo ftA. Ill ao ftopeo11 bao tbo NA fallo4 to lln 1IP to ., .. pootaUou. 

I .. 11114 baYo be• llbollJ uUat1o4 llotb w1tb tbo 
l ... lb 1 0 of all tbo PftJH111 4W'lJII all tbolo JO&ro , 11114 al10 
wltb tale well ftooplao4 bono•tr of tho wbolo 11ronuouon. 

You 11ft rtp11 1iba11 NA bae bHft 4of1nUol7 n ooOII­
tul lA brlllcllw ouc pr1nto fWI4o. Aft4, 01 7ou ,., !. U bao 
JN11 - eo wort w1tb prlYato f-.4• lone blr- Ulo TftllnJ7 
ba1 be• oalll4 011 tl ~ "' 10"-nc _, tor tho 
lftli 11 lbaN ot .. work, 

111 4aaP llaN14, I wllla 7ov .. u14 no11 -.ko &81-.pUonl 
wllllb lllaYo alleolvtelJ M llade ln fao11, It, •• '" ..,, 7ov lllaYo M.s OOIIH1ftl Ula11 nA ba1 11011 boon a faYorUo a11 Cho 
WllUo lovee, '" Oft Ju11 •UorlJ 11114 loo,l """-• It '" ban bo.s pualo4 an4 41111ftiiN U 11 JOV OWII foul 11 for ~lnlftc 
tbU.1 1iba11 to no11 .. 1111. You aa4 tbo fllll 111aff of PIA ban 
11111 Mea ""1111AI", '-' J•IC a1 -~~ lnll4o 01 llft1 other branoh 
of .. GDY-11. 

AI a •Ctlr of PN011loal fao11, I llaYO IPOII11 lOll UM 
oa NA 'n•aeo, __. 10• ..uanoo, U bae no11 Non a •probl .. 
lbl.l&.• tlio ........ , 011 wblab I lllan tl ..-4 ao M111 111M 
11ft ... -~ ... Ill .. " .. -~· .... uon•::::£:1"0 an4 •• Ml11 Pft114011Ual e11ftlP111alJII n11. I lla4 bo Ula11 Jft bad 
loaftll ate 1U11lo taot wore. n 11 a '-' to '"" 
aW•h11ft11loe llla11 1lbl NA llal •1•• • eo r .. lln4alboo 111 aU ..... ,_ •• 

!IIIPe 11, ot .._..o, • ~•Uon a11ov11 a. PMNl 
.,1111oe ....... 811 tba oo•1117 111 Nlnl f.,_blo tl NA, 
lila .... l111o1f ..... Ill apppa1oal MoaVIO pftl1o eplftlon 
hal alroa47 &PPNlll4 Chi aaoolllnoo of .. work • 

., &laP luol4, •W 1ft.,.,. poe..,, Don'11 70• 
roalllo .. , I .. alllllU. ln toNI of ... GDYera••• fill ... 



-. 
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V.Uecl nat111 ·aet en11 ~ tbll A•e••11tNUon, lin ..,.1.._ 
..., ~··••11tNU0111 to ._, 

41 ... eur 1t.-..te1 I !left .-Glib& Ia .. nlftc at 
..... e JIU'tlal •l'*ll>•latl• _... ta~r•; Ill l&ft'JIIII o•t 
lllat plan 1-.. tlti ....... " .... ., h11M11 Jefp!'at 1a 
... li ............ , ., .. 1 ......... ., ... u .. Ia .. 
..nt. IY117 1.,.._, ot lN11al11 or oorponuon __...., 
Uowl Ulat oal Ml tl MYI IIPtalJl tONI Ot 11ellal' work ..S.r 
OPI ..... .., 1114 .. , U 11 a elltob to baYI Onl -.er lD 
obup o1 wun:r utteJ'Int t~ ot .. n. 

La1t 7111' I PJ'OPOiecl a Oab1net podUon tor Pll'blll 
WOI'k1, anoa.. Oaltlnlt pollUon tor WlltaJ'I, aD4 poool~ 
aeo-.r O.llialt po1Uloa to CIOOJI41Mtl tbl ~11•J11&loll1 
"-l111ou. !bat plan n1 llall4 on a IIIIIPtloa ot ... om­
MDt twloUoe1 lato uftnl IJ'OIPio aD4 U no planao4 aot 
tiP .Uo ••'nlltfttloe al- 'lid tor nooll4- A••tnt. ... 
~·~I .. ..u. 

Ht'litftltlll IU Mt eater lnto U beoauoe I n1 
lNll.UJis tor 61" _..,., Yoit, toe 1~11, bappoa to 1tl tbo 
llt.D4 ot a piPooa wbo oo1114 portooU:r .. u 1'11111 the Iatw1or 
Depai1Milt, wbloh h lllow17 boooelftc tbe Ooa .. "auon Jllpa!'t­
eoat 1114 tbo Pll'bl1o work1 DIJiaJ"'Mnt •• .. u. lhlt tbeJ'I IJ'I 1111b- tn IIOJ'Itarleo ot tbe IatiPlOI' wbo oo1114 l'llll botb ot 
tbo11 YII'J' 41tt1J'IIlt taoll1. Yoa wlll be tbe tt.Joot to adeU 
that, aJI4 to aiiiiU tbe tvthlr taot tbat Pllbl1o wort1, a1 
J'IPI'IHntl4 '117 taw OJ'Pill&aUoel lD tbe new aceaq , ll a ••17 
4lttiJ'Iat klD4 ot a Job ti'H l'llftlllDC a Oono-aUoa DlpartMnt. 

Ia tblnk- ot tbl OoY_..nt ot tho UnUid ltat11 
lD tall hftlol, I U tJ'flq to llaYI blllla4 an 01'412'17 aa4 
losloal ••'-•· 'llllab •111 _.. eue ot a11 tbl nn 'lll'k .. 
baYI 1tartec1 ln taw pa1t 1lll , .... , aact ..U U ealliP tor 
., ..... IOJ' to e&I'I'J' .... 

llaiJ'IfOI'I tbiJ'I bao Dl'f'IP 'ltl• 1117 tbo.Pt hoe tb1 
Mellin- lD ., ;bl OP 1n aatbo47 eloo1 1 tbat tbo bea4 ot one 
~· llbcnlltl 1t1 tbo bla4 ot anothiJ' Departelat 11 .. u. 
AI I baYI Al4 MtoJ'I, , .. baYI lhon tbat :rn J011Hilt oo1114 
tlll betb Jlllo ..u at •• - tiM. lid tbiJ'I baYI 'ltola no 
PJ'ft'Uu ..... tarl11 fit tbl lllMI'lOP, aD4 prellalal7 wlll 1t1 
tew la tile r.twe, wbo oo1114 •••••loll eat. 

IJl ....... to •• 1taft fit PG, I ba•• al~ 
....., to CJa ala" aM11t 11:.1- tbn la';:i aa4 I wllll 1ft wo111c ........ fltt.enG7 ..n irle 1a1e aa4 1a1e 1n ... u 
aMIIt t1a1 owt. 
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Work wUil •• pl .... , w lNU4 liP Uae Inter1or DepartMDt lAM a real Ooa""aUon ~~epar-.nt, •• •• 'boUl 1ooke4 tonar4 w. Iao14en'-1~1 I aa enUrwl7 oont14ant 1a .., own a1a4 Uaat oU an4 ooal wul 'boUa be taken 110re an& _,.. -ur Gcrte,._t ..,._111oa 1ft the n .. r hftl'e, an& Ua&t, of oowr••• la a 4et1a1te t.aotlon tor 70. w a44 w Iawr1or. AD4 tor the bun4re4Ua UM , I u n21 to:rcettlq roruVJ', 

AtfMUOM te17, 



• 
FfDfRAL I!Mt:RGfNCY ADMIN ISTRATOR 

OF PUIILIC WORKS 
WASHINGTON 

June 36, 193$1, 

Wy dear Wr, Preei deDtt 

DD lledDeeda:r, • beD 1 ba4 the pleawre ot lunchiDC with you, :rou 

ea14 eoaetbinc to the effect that ot all the opeDd1D.& ageDcleo, Rural 

ln.ectrl t1oat1oD UDder Wr , Car.od:r , a ccordiDC to reporto froa the 'lrea111r7, 

....,. the Daareot t o atta1n1DC the &Cal tbet 1t had oet tor 1toelt, 1 do 

not wut 1D the leaet to detreet troa 1U17 credit that ~be due Wr, 

Cfi.I'IIOd:r, but Dl\turall:r I ba.,. beeD WoDde rlDC 111 whet reopect 1!11.A. bao 

f'ldled to 11Ye up either to ;rour expectat1o110 or to lh on, 

1t Mnte to ae that 1t all depeDdo upon what aeawr1114: rod 1e ueed. 

If that agenc:r which opeDdo 1 to appropr1at10D the tao teet h the one 

th!Lt 1o CODoldored the 1101t 1\lCCIOitul, tileD I adJtlt that Pf/1 1e DOt ill 

the rw>nlllc w1 tb aoiM othere, llut ctulclt opeDdlDC of 1e4eral t'uDde heo 

Dever beeD cur coaJ., 0\lr obJect bao heeD to set 1D ae aucb outo14e capt-

tal ae poeelble and to put ae _..,. aen to worlc ao eo o11 ao • • could, 

Certah>ly, ewpec1elly oo tar • • our preaeDt proO'U' h concerned, not 

oDl:r are we k:eeplnc up with our eehedllle , but, 111 -.;r opWon, • • boa.,. 

re&l.bad •ver:r reeoo~~able e.;pectetloD, 

llbt11 the PI#. appropriation wae announced laet SU...r, tactor1ee at 

once went to work to till ordera .. ,.t 1D 1D expactatlo11 or aeteriale 

ractulred to be u.e4 011 PW.A. proJecte, CoDtr&ctore repaired or boll«bt "" 



!here waa a attrr1n& ill bua1a.u ~ 1n4uatry in all parte of tiM coW>tr7, 

Itt not ope ceat ••• paid out of th! Tr!a!'Ull for .ontha \berea tt.er tor 

!ftl of th1a • o[k . 1gclu41PC •IR!n41tur!l tor !Ill•• Then contract• were 

let an4 contracton nplo71A .. n ~ put tb8rl to work, lot ret •tr• IQl 

dptta r1t •pl.gat thl tlnltt4 .... , •• '"'Glt· 
Contracton a t tiM out11t .. t their e:r;pe11111 out of tbe1r own banJc 

balance• or tbe7 borrowed froa t he 'blulk, It eboul4 be borne 1n a1114, too , 

ae an boportant factor, thet aa to no,..foderal proj@cte, ~ waa nqu1re4 

to be put lD '117 tbe applicant, !hia ~~ wae pa14 out firat to a "'1"7 con­

a141rable extent, dth the rnult that contracton an4 cHln •ere ROUF1P& 

!Oil•r into wbl1e wo£kt lone bttore tb! Trea!\11'7 ot \ht Ynltd Statet wAt 

called. upop t o paz out yrthlpc. 

PWJ. baa been far 111 the lea4 of all t he relief act1'fit1n of tiM 

Covern..nt lD 'brin&in& out prl'fatA fun4e, J.notber of 1te 'firt'UI 11 tbat 

prhat.e .. 017 &Oil into the pe....anent 1n'fettaentt 8&4e poui'ble 'b7 PWA. a 

cona14erable u .. before &117 'fOUChen ere preaente4 t o tbe !rea1U1"7 for 

pa)'Mnt, It 11 80re thaD a little 1roll1cal that th11 outttan41nc Yirtue 

of PU aboul4 be c1te4 to tbe 4hcre41t of PWJ. aerel7 becauee t he ou~1nca 

fro• the !rea1U1"7 he'fe been unthillldil&l.r taken t o be t he _..,.., of the rela.­

the w.ece u of the ftrloua 8pln41n& aceaeleo, .,, ha'fl ba4 -IIJ' i nttanc•• 

where proJe cte he'fe been praoUcall7 oo8J)lete4 on prht\te an4 loot<l cap1 tal 

before the tlnite4 St.at u !reanl"7 bat been drawn upon , 

!bla boportant 41fference 'betw11n our procram an4 tbat of other apn­

o1ee bee been al1101t un1Yertall7, aliA 1a .... 1aatanou perahtentl7, 

2 



OYerloolce4, It 1e pNt\7 ~~ if 0 ... .&lillletratloa 1e bale!. to be leu 
wcoeutlll than &Do~her MNl7 beoaUM ~he tlrat 1e not apeD4tnc r.c!.er&l 
func!.o al taot al the other. Pl.l cauao1 the IJ3)eD41ture of larp &IIOUIIh 
ot 1101107, reeulU114t l a" •rlcec!. receneratloa In but1no01 , but 1t c!.oea not 
happen that, at the beclDillJ14t, thh 110ne7, be7onc!. a relathel7 -11 aaoUAt, 
COIIOI OUt Of the J'ec!.eral Trta11Ul'7 • 

.la an ex1uopll of bow Pl.l worlc1, the &IIOUDt of prhato aone7 expon4e4 
on 11o~J'ec!.eral projech UDc!.er our preeent pro,vaa h ,tu.at About equal to 
the $?00,000,000 approprtata4 b7 the Goftrnaent tor PIA, In other worc!.a , 
when Gollf>NOI appropriAte• $?00 ,000,000 tor a no~~o-J'e4orel PIA procrae, 1t 
ae&lle the actual ~J3>1nc!.lture of about $1, 500,000,000. lloreonr, 1! the 
approprtatlon h c!.raWII aplllat later, rather thaD earller, 1t MaDI a a&YIIIC 
ot lntereat to the Qoyornaent . Yet In the opinion of aome , lncladlD& people 
Ia the TreaWJ'T 1 hol t who oueht to lalow better, PIA 1a not the wcceo1 
that othe r &&'"Delee are becaute tho Tre&tiUJ'T doe1 not bl\ve to put out Ita 
•oae7 e3rlier and therefore P"7 •ore lntereat oa lt , 

Pl.l bet c!.oae Ita Job, which •a• to pnt Dill to worlc AD4 brtnc in •tob­
In& capi tal, It hat put prlYAte dollar• to work a l no otber a&fiiC7 baa, 
lt o1J4ht to be t o our are41t, tnatea4 ot balD& hold -.tnat ue , that , 1.111c!.or 
our pro,vaa, 1t h po01lble to pnt buadre4a of .tllloaa ot prhate tuada to 
work bef ore haYing rocoureo t o the freaWJ'T. 

Fro• an oaJ'l7 date , I haft been coaact oua that Pl.l baa 110 t been a 
t&Yortte at the l hl te llouee, !hie baa both pll&aloc!. and d1etroaoe4 .. , not 
oal;r oa WIT OWII account , but becau11 of the thoua&~~da of alacere, deYOte4 
and harc!.-worldac ... bera of tbt Pl.l at Aff who baYe been aa coa1cloua &I I 



have been t hat , while not l1terall:r in t ha do,;bou.e , PIA wae juet out­

aide . 

!hie failure of Pl.l to be rated at 1ta true worth , hila undou'btedlT 

'been 111 pe,..onal failure . 'beoauee I ,..,.. been t he contact 'between Pf.l and. 

the White Bouoe • .lpperentl:r I lack the a'b1llt7 to •een • .,eelf. I""' 

'brou,;ht up to 'believe th&t if e job we re well done it epoke aore eloquentlT 

for th& doer th&n ...,, telf-prahe in which h8 al.t;ht indult;e. Pe rb&pt thi t 

ian 1 t often true in public life. In &ftT event, epP8l"entlT. I have relied 

too etront;lT upon the eloquence of a job well done, Or . it ~T be that I 

h&ve been 4ece1Tint; IITMlf "" t o t b& quelitT of Pl.l, Yet, on t hi a poiDt, I 

would have leee doubt than I frankl:r adait that I do h&ve, if, cenerall:y , 

t here bad not 'been a noteble a'baenee of eritlehm of Pl.l except onlT for the 

e&tilT explained elowneea in t;etting under we7 in an entirelT new enterprtee 

in the earl;r daye. At " metter of feet , there hllve been, prettT t;enerallT, 

wara praiee of PI.L, fo tb& clet;ree that 4111"•rlll opinion thro"4hout the 

countrr hae ..,....,d to be fevorable towud the PIA adainiotl"lltion, I hlln 

felt that 1 haYe been 18417 deficient in being able to 1mpreaa ita wor t h­

whileneae upon the one quarter where I wanted it to 'be apprecieted. 

Since 1934, I hl\ve never been eoneulte4 with reapect t o e aint;le 

ependln& pr ocrea. On .. ,.. than one oeoaeion, I hAve 'been conaei oua of a.c 

a t t itude of doubt of, if not of a c tuel oppoeltl on to, Pl.l, r or thie a1tua­

Uon, aa I hATI nt;t;eated, I - .. .,.. tlat I have onlT 111ael1 t o 'blue, 

ht 1t !at hurt Ja•t the -· 

I would appreeiete i t treaendonalT lf TOU would a aoit;n eoae eoape tent 
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toAd dhinternted per11411 to apprahe tot> 70U 110t olll.T the ..alue of the PW.I. 

procraa 'but the ...,.,r ill which H hao bee11 a.t.111.htorwd, 

wao laid Oil ., doorotep toAd I ha'"' tak111 care of and lned thAt chUd ao 1t 

1t wore wq oWD, I bsd hoped t hAt I would he peralttod to continue a rol,.. 

t1onohip that we e p r hod l>T •, at leaet UDtU thero ohould be 111trueted to 

., caro other llltorute tbllt would .UC. up the lo11, 

orjii!UU&ation ordet>e, 70U bad cut aoro deeplT bto ., Jurhdict1on t han thAt 

ot &AT other •••bor of TOur official t .. ilT. I bel1eYe that • bat I oaid ie 

euetaiJI8d l>T tba tach, 7roa Interior 70U el14e4 tbe Ot!leo of :lducatlo11, 

liiUldinc• ill l aeh1D«toll , 111 addition, TOU took !t>oa .. the Public I arke 

.l.dmilliett'&tion, which wae 0111 of the aoet 1aportant adainietrati.a ~note• 

in the Oonnme11t, and the Jatioll&l Boeourcu Co-Htoo. 

the llureau of J'ioheriu, both or which I wanted, and that chief baadacbe 

of TOUr .l.da1ni otration, the ! 1 tua1nouo Coal Co.m1ee1on , which I wao • 1ll1nc 

to tlllal but which I certailllT would llner I Ten ban tboucbt of aaki~~& tor. 

You &leo .. llt a...%' tlw llureau of IAeula%' .Uta1re, which aloo I cUd 110t aek 

for and which ceae to .. •• a coeplote IU%'pr1M, 'llle .. t'epl&e-llh cUd not 

.W up for what TOU took out of Interior alo11e , to -., 110thins of PIJ. and 

the •uoll&l Beeourcu o-tt tee, whi ch wore ouhido of the Depart•11t proper, 

You d1cl DOt aend to .. Po%'1at17, the &&eliOT that I part1cularlT wanted , al-

tho\ICil I 1na1atod, and I tbillk that tlw rocol"d. will a.plT bear • out, 



tb&t there would ban ben Do dittlcultr in tranoterri"C roreotl'J, 

Xelther cUd rou o&nd to ae , &o I hac\ •U&t"'•ted, aDd ao I boped that ;you 

would , the ftl'iouo &pncieo ha<r1Dg to do wlth publlc power whlcb are not 

now in ~ Departaon t . 

Ao I told rou on l edneodaJ, I hA<re not been bAppJ oinco rour reor~­

is&tlon ordero were houed, I aa tar troe happJ ao I write thlo, &nd a::t 

otate of aind h not entirelr due to eelt 1oh aDd pereonal reaoono. l ord 

co..,o to .. tb&t tha aeabera of a::t l'l1 ota!f are badl7 brol<en up. lot 

onlr do tbar not Jc:now whAt 1o to be thelr tat e , but , otranp ao it ae:t 

•••• - with excaptiono, of oouree , - tha7 do not .....,t to 1..... ... 1 

ha<ro bullled thew aDd driwn thaa to a degree that, a t u ... e. I ha<ro been 

aehatled or, Yet, I do not doubt that U' I could take all of thea wlth • · 

prftcticallJ e<rer,rono would <rolunteer to follow. 

You llllve t he right to iuue ordera, and , duri"C ouch fUrther tiM 

ao I •1 be a aeaber or rour Adain1otrat1on. I will continue lorellr to 

ober. But, bowe<rer .uch bettor a.n Adainiotr&tor rou .. , conoider Wr. 

C..rao4J to be , I boneotlr do not thlnk that 1ft praferi"C hill to ae tor tho 

t.denal l orke Apncr, rou hau acted with rour ueual wiodoa, 1t 1, ae well 

ae ltr, Cenlod7 ne doing a Job thAt n o -u"C wUh pneral publlc ta<ror, 

b7 the ohltto tllllt rou baw aa4o with reepect to both ot ue, rou are un­

doubtedlr running the riok ot leoo oatletactol'J rewulto, either 1D llural 

neotr itication or in Public l or l<o or in both. J.:rJr re&djuot Mnt noceo""r-

117 aea.no • .,.. lag, eo• aala4Juotaent , aDd t ho criUoo of rour Ada1n1 ot.,._ 

Uon will onrlool< no apportUDi\J to ~1!7 o<ren a little elip. 

II 



You told •e tbo\t I could not do two Jobo, Jut I mn done toro tull­

tl~~e Job a durins tho pAot o1x yeara, and at tiM o I haTe done 110re than 

t - o Jobo, 0! the asenoieo that hAve cone to BAke up the ne- Joderal forko 

.lcency, ollly three, fPA, the Bureau o! Public Road a and tm Architectural 

D1•1a1on o! Proeureaent, are not at th1o ••tT •1Duto 'Onder 81 Jurhd1et1on. 

In ot.her wordo, if you Md chooen to """"' ae so Public forko l.dlllllhtrator, 

enn with the addi t1onal burden o! thue three aet1rtt1eo the adaini otra.­

tln load that I would ba'O& carried would han been no hearter thaD the 

retpona1b1l1tleo that I had when, concurrently, I - a• Secrettlt7 o! tha 

Interior, l.dllilllttrator o! Public f or lu and Oil .t.dainiotrator. I belitn 

thle to be a !air ot&te•nt beea.u .. PIIJ. now 1a one o! the •oot efficient 

And clo .. l7 knit orjll&lllUUono 1ft the 0oTernaeftt , f hen 1 took onr Public 

forkt and the Oil Ad•iniotretion, both were new and both - •re untried 

experlMnto, 'l'hey required a tr-ndouo lot o! tiM Md eneru. I do 

not bellen thtlt the Mw Federal 11orlco Af:eney, ao now eet up , 1a &ftT"I:ere 

near the load thtlt PW.t. slone w&t 1D 1933 to 19~. 

Nor it th1& the whole atory, J or a contlder8ble period -hen I """" 

Secretat7 o! the Interior, Ad81nhtrator o! Public 11orko and Oil 1.4111J>1 .. 

trator, I """" &lao rupono1ble !or SUbotatenee HoMoteado Md !or Soil 

Oonoe....atlon, Both o! theoo were tat up at now aseneioo by •• and 

&daiftlttered directly by ... The Subehtenoe Ho .. etead Adainhtretlon 

1o the only act1•Hy where I !eel thet I did not really alee cood, 1 

thlllll: tllat you lalow at laoot eo• o! the raoaono wbT thlo A481n1atrat1on 

• •• not a ouecett, Ao to Soil Conoer'O&tion, it tlouriohed oo wall in 

? 



Interior that when it wao moved to Agriculture Dr. Bennett, the Director, 
W8a on the point o! reti£nins becauee o! his dia&ppoint~ent. It W8t ao 
cucceaetlll tMt Conp-aoa wae on the point o! p&atlnt; a law ~~ald"f: i t " 
porMnont &seney 1ft Interior. 

But, 1not08d of complftinins, I ought to be t haDktA« 70u !or allo._ 
in& me to be Public f orka Mminlttl'tltor during the po,..t olx 7e&ra, non 
if, ae I ha•e &1 .. 7• auapocted, rou haYOn 1 t thought a groa t do&l o! PIA, 
I ba.e loved thla job and 1 han bel!ll dnoted to the at&!! that I built 
up with rq own banda, A better one doea not exiat 1n &111 Depert .. nt of 
t he Oovornaent M1Whero , 1 ..., reall7 oorrier !or thea tb&n I 8ll !or rq-
11!11! be,.uae not a aln&le -•ber of thftt eta!! knowe when the ax will fall 
on hlo own de•oted be8d, exoeptl"f: only the three or four whom I baye 
adYloed that I oball telca with ae into Interior, And I do thanlc 70u, llr. 
Prnldent, wlth all rq M&rt , for the opportun1t7 that 70u t;a•e .. to 
por!orra a unique, and wb&t 1 final7 believe will be ret;arded ill the 
future •• an outat&ndin&, publi c Job, 

Sincerelr roura, 

~?:~ 

fhe Pru1den t, 
n.t fbi to . .... , 

B 



~o~o to Preoldent 
Proa at.orgo.nthau 
,July 19, 1939 

' 

Ehcloeea ~otto tram Dan B•llin rogar4 to letter 

trom ~. S.H.Whito or London ~10 wrote to Ickes 

J' •kina a augzeatlon on Brl U•h \'tar d.ebt . 



- P--r,.~ 

\ 

B. L. J:, 

Yn .,. •iF' ••' t••'• 
the "-"' klftd ot publlo oplnJ.on 

1n tbia --· Aa a •'tar 
ot ..... Uoal poUUaa I tbll* 

U 1a ••• tor u to w1tbbo14 

ur IIPU ' u, llllllb u talka to 

Polea, ete. , tflr Juat a Y"'7 

....... •t..e, 1 ••• ' .,u .... , 
the ~ repeal \bzooup. In 

ou.. -.18, •Nll' •• , ... ., 

'la11W· 
r. 11. L 



W, a.... llr, Pruid..,t: 

P .> r . ...c. ,., _ ;Cp_, 

THE SI:CRCTARY OF' THE INTERIOR 

WAS H INGTON 

September 11, 1939, 

lnternational oltuatlon, that l eaa1 t alora,o pt to you WMII l would 

1iko to, &Dd eo , it you do 11ot a1nd, l .. 7 oceao1on&ll7 • rite )'ou 1ettero 

which l wi11 &1wayo aake &o briet &o poooible. 

l belleft that .... bere or )'Our &4alniot .... tlon, ... • •11 ... prhate 

Jeet1•••· oU«))t to be «et tlng out be tore tb& coWl try oD the goDOral tbeee 

eoUDteract AnT do•eotie crooo-currento that a1ght ha•e the ettoct o! 

'""lclng it oooro difficult tor )'OU to han41e tb& aituation tb&t eoD!ronto 

uo and to .. 1DteiD a true neutrality, 

lie oU«))t to talk about peace ln tb& lnternational tlol4, " " • ell a o 

cooperatlOD &Dd UDderotandln/: at baM, l beline that INCh C&D be dono 

to otrengthen tbo teo1lng of the pooplo tor d .. ocracy and to tort1!7 thea 

ac&inot ~ oxtornal or 1ntoraal effort to undera1ne our 1notitutiono, 

lJnfortiiA&tely, l bel1e.e thet th1o 1o neooooary , but the p&ople • 111 

follow the light it it 1o ginn to tbn, lD ll&lc1114 out a oaM tor d-.oc-

""" dopen4 upon the lri ts Eululo &Dd pertiApo neD Dpoll Ooobeh an4 Ill tler 

h1gae1! t o breel< out at lntenalo aD4 t llllo ot"'ngtbon our ottorto. 



The people need to be educated ln the tundmtu!oteJ. heuea th&t are 

inTOlved ln thio world el tUiltlon. Sueb oducatlon will preptt.re them tor 

any eYOnt uall t ;r, bnwner unple&..,nt or ugl;r it •:r be . Ot couree, we wet 

stre ngthen our Ar.;r and llav;r but it 1e juot &I important to odue&te t he 

underetl\ndlng &nd otrengtben the purpo oe ot the people , !rom whom , ln the 

tiMl &Ml;rah , the A.r1o/{ and the Na'I'Y and the J.dmlnlttratlon ltoelt wet 

draw t heir strengt h . 

l hen 1 t old ;you at the Cabinet meeting on September 1 o! t he invitation 

thAt 1 had lad to epeak at a big Polleb meeting in Chicago yooto~ after­

noon. ;rou ouggeoted that 1 diocuaa 1t wltb Cordell Hull. 1 did e&ll blm 

up and t here oeemed to me to be ouch a lack o! enthuaiaom on hie part thAt 

1 oent a t elegram to the ChiCAgo peopl e declining their invitation. 

le heve within the 11n1 ted Stateo a great nw:1ber ot tirat and oecond 

generat ion Poleo . 1 believe that oo~e word to them at tblo time would 

have been heartening and t h&t the right word migbt hAve eerved to fllla;r 

incipient hetreda between the Polee and the Gel'lll!\llo . l e want to avoid 

antagonioma b etween nationali stic groupo in thia country i! we can. W;r 

mind gon beck to the last World far when there wa a a strong pro-German 

eentiment t1.1110ng that pl\rticular nation&llatic group in thie eountr;r. OUt 

of tbla oenti .... nt a cheap and reeklese d.olllllgogue, 11111...., li\le 'l'bompoon , 

Wayor ot Chicago , made all the polltie&l capital t l'at he could. 

l wae in char ge ot patriotic propaganda i n 11linoia tor a period juot 

after we went into that war and 1 know that the State Council or Detenoe, 

of wbleb Samuel I noull wao Chairman, and Oonrnor Lowden blaoel!, felt belp­

leoa when i t came to lill l aa Hale 'l'bompoon. Jortunatel:r , at t hi o t i me , 
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except for a COQp&ratlvely $0811 number o! newly arrived Germano who are 

l ikely to follow Jritz Kuhn and other precinct fuehrers who msy or may 

not have been planted here bw Hitler, Goebela, ot el, the overwhel•in! 

""'u or our citizona of Germn descent, ln m:r opinion, ere entl-Bltler end 

pro-.Amer1ea, But we oU!ht to make theee Gel"lllt\no !eel comfortably aaaured 

that we understand and apprecio.te their loyal t y to their adopted land. So 

far o.a Chicago 1e concerned, there io, therefore, a double taak: that of 

reaa eur1ng the Go~• end o! preventing the Polea !roa getting out or hand 

through a perfectly underotand.&ble roeentment againe t whRt C:..rm~ under 

Bitler 1e doing to Poland, 1'bere are &leo large numbere o! Poles &nd Gel'-

mana in other parte of the country. 

11th all due respect, I do not believe that t hie io a matter th&t can 

o r should be hRndled by the State Depart,..nt. It h purely a do.,eetlo 

question , Attar nll, eltlzeno here havo the right that you eo clearly 

pointed out, or drnwing eonelue1one , even if they are noutralo. I believe 

that they have the further right to expreee their v1ewo and thio right ought 

to be encouraged and given loaderoblp if we ere to direct the force of public 

opinion instead of being directed by it . 1 go eo far as to think that, 

unoffici ally, Md, perhape, e•en eon.!identl&lly, a o.are!ully plMned epealc-

ine; caoopeisn should be worked out. 

The Preeident. 
The lhite Bou•, 
Waehington, D.o. 

Sincerely youre, 

~?-~ 
Secretary of the Interior. 



~ dear Wr. Presi dent: 

You will ooo trom tho encloood that All18t&nt Secretary 

Johooon of tho Wer Department hat now takeD tho coal 1n4uatry 

under hi! capacious wlng. 

Tho Preeidont , 
The White House. 

Eue. 

.Sincerely youre, 

Secretory of tho Interior. 



--

111' dear llr. Pruident: 

!) f r. v 
J/)~'~ Jb 

THE: SECRETARY Of" THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

Sept.,.bor 18, 1939. 

At three dif!orent po1Dta leet week, I dltoonred that ll'al ter 

White, Secretary ot the Butintoomen'o AdYioor,r Co.aittoo ot tho 

Depart.a•t ot Co•erce , without the lcnowle<~&e of Act1D& Secrotar:r 

loblo, had been try ing to cot D&al l tor poooiblt incluoion ao 

••b•ro of ftl'iouo cooooitto11 relating to the coal inclu.otr,r and 

certain other of tho min1DC induatriet. It appeare that Wr. lhlte 

waa doinc thla tor the Stettinius cooooittee. lhat ueo it to be 

aade or these IIAIIet, I do not know, but I han put a atop to ~ 

more information ......._tin« ! rca rq depa.rt.,ent until I recehe 

ordero troa 7"U. 

And now once acre I am goin& ott a dee p tnd . But if I am 

act1D4 in 11111 oxcut of zeal, I hope that 70u will excuoo it, b&­

ca'll.lo I u zealouo tor the continued oueceu and preoUge of 10TJr 

adminiotration. I am afraid that I wat neTor born to be an angel. 

You are !ull7 aware of the do~ that hat been golne on, 

much of it !rom anti-adainittrat1on eources, tor a •coalition• 

gonrnaent . Such a goTernm.at would be contrar1 to A.erican 

procedenh. At a utter of tact, aucll a &OTtrn=ent would not !it 

into our ochome of thingt . lhat I hope to ooe, and ~t 1 beliOTO 

70u haTe in aind, io the cont1aned !ira control and direction of 

our IO'Urnaent on 1our Oft part. 1'ht people elected 10U to run 



their affair• bec$uoe they thought that you were bott able to run 

th .. &Dd you are ttill operatiD4 under a clear aandata fron the 

people. 

Bowner. I do bali..,e that you would be ..ecy wha 1D cono1deriD4 

the additi on to your Cabinet of two republican• of the t ype that 

we hATe diocuoud. Perhapo it would ••et the oituation ••rely to 

briD4 1D two r epv.blicant to aoae, 1f not to all, o~ the •••tiDgo 

of the CabiDet , ao you ha..e brought 1D the three now a4a1nhtratoro, 

but I doubt thlo, oopeeiallT oince tho ronublieano would haTe no 

ad.inhtratiTe dutiu aDd therefore no power. ~ own Tiew 1e that 

it would be none the laoo your ad.iniotration, under your own fi~ 

and wioe guld&neo, if you obould ~~ two republieaot into the 

Ca'bi.net itself. 

I indicated to you on Friday that, if you were going to do 

thit, 1 hoped that you would do it before you aoeaed to bt yield­

in& to clamor. 1 contiame to hope thit. You can do thit without 

aak1ng the ad.illittratiou &DT lett your t than it now it or ought 

to be. 

~ belief that J ranlc lnox would bt an adair& ble Secretary of 

the laY,Y continutt t o crow. Bo it a etronger aDd abler .an than 

Landon and 1 ou.pact that, when hh loyalty bat oace beell ·~. 

it it 110ra eareuiYO than that Of Landon, 1 ban !mown box for 

a sood ~ yeare. Be Hiott t o follow etroDC, atti .... the leader­

thip. It -• the" 'lualiti .. that attracted hill to !haodore 

loot..,elt. lloreoftr, he eao briDC 701L a pllblic eupport that Landon 

cu not briDCo lext to the Cbicaco !ri'but, the Cbicaco DallJ' 



!ewe ia the moat intluontlal newspaper in the Chicago area, 1n 

addition to which Xnox owne and publieboe a paper in W&neheater, 

Bow Bampehlre. Bot only wat he a candidate tor Vice Preeidont on 

the republican ticket in 1936, be i • one of tho republican leadore 

moat frequently eoneulted In Illlnole and hio advice ia gl•en great 

weight thoro. I am not overlooking the !act, &nT more than I 

imagine 7ou are, that he hao been antagonistic to Yayor ~olly. It 

ie only fair to take thie into account , but t hen 1 euepoct that &nT 

republi can would have certain do•ocratie oppooition. 

Landon 1o a buoinoallll&n, and for that reaoon 1 t •••• t o •• 

that be would moat naturally fit into Commerce, which you indicated 

waa the other poet that you bad in mind. 1 have reflected whether 

tho tact that he 1o in tho oil buaineu might diaqu.alU'7 hill but 

I do not thick eo . Oommorco hae nothing to do with tho control 

of otl . To whatever extent tho Govern~~ont hae adllinhtration of 

oil, it ie throush the Department of tho Interior. Koroovor, 

Landon 18 an honeot-to-God eCiall independent. Of couroe, no part7 

republican in Oommorco should bo poTIIitted to have control of the 

Cenouo Bureau machinery . But , aoide from that, there 1o little 

political 1 :CUdoe• in Oo""'ereo or BaTT• 

Oontidentially, Jrank llurpbT 1a beeo.ing roetleea. Be 1fanta 

liar but ho doee not ...,.t t o wait unt il all contracto are oigned and 

polieiel are fixed that either will be hold to be binding upon hill 

or wbioh be will have to rev!•• or revor1 o at the ooot of elowing 

up operation• or of giving unaocoooar,r off•n••• Be reall7 ha• hi• 

heart 11t on tho Soeretarytbip o! War , and I need not tell 70u that 
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llob Jacbon keelll:r wante the poet of Jut Uco. llurpi~T w.nte Jaclcoon 

to h&Ye thio too. You kno•, of eouroo, that certain things are not 

in ver7 good shape in the War Department , and l do not believe that 

public confidence in t ho adDlniotrati on s enerall7 io enhanced b7 

tho bantu eoeid'igbt thot 1o goinc on 1n tho Yar Department norr 

daf· 

llllrpey in ~'=, J~>ekoon in Juotlco, and In ox and J.Mdon 1n other 

c,.blnot pooto, in D7 oplnicn, '"'u.ld aal<e a great t..preooion on the 

countrr. lloroover, in bringing llob Jackaon into tho Cabinet , 7ou 

would be adding not only one of the ablest and 1101t reeoureetu.l 11011 

1n tho eountrr, but one of de YO ted lo7alt7 to :roureeU • 

I underotand that 7011 plsn to deliver a aeeeaco to Congrooe 

when it aoete on Tbur•da¥· lt, on lrida¥, nomination• ohould go up 

along the llnee that l haYo euggeeted, l belioYO that your hande 

wou.ld be etrengtbenod t r emendoual7 e.ad thot :rour act would be 

generall7 aeelaiaod. 

I know you will undero t o.nd that l am not for a oeeond urging 

or oYen auggeoting that an:rtblns be dono to the detriaent ot 

Barrr Bopklno. I aa too tond ot hia to ....,.t to ••• bill hurt in 

&117 ·~· .l.nThow, l know and roopoct :rour own deep tooling about 

h1J .. 

Tho Prooldent , 
'l'ho Yb He llov.••, 

Secretary of tho Interior. 
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TH E SECRETARY Or TH E INT ERIOR 

~ dear Mr. Preo1dt~to 

WASHINGTON 

Tt' ~ v If lTC ~~~r 15, 1939. 

0:~ 5 3 3o PH '39 
\.L t .. 

.A. aere Cbtcaco la"7tr fbdo h1ault Jut a bH 411sr 

trylDC t o UD<lerotud t han laot t..., co-=lcationo fr• 

Mr. Gordo~ Stroac. u4 to I aa oeui"« th .. to a lew York 

la.,..r , tocetber wHh a cow of ff1 letter to llr. St roll« 

Wl\leb I wrote after our talk abollt tbie aoWitaln. I sather 

tbat 11r. Stroac h~'t oo oure tbat be ........ to P" tbio 

properv , u4 t bet i~ uq neat ba ...Ud .... t ,._thiDC 

aore lapotlac 'bllilt tbu I """"'ted wao in 'four aiM• 

.t.ppar•tl'f a Pr&lideat 11D1 t to be perattta4 to relu 

aa4 throw off the clreaaotueeo ot b1t oftlee if ht lt 

co 1 "« to do 1 t on Sucar Loat llou tab. 

It it a .. tt with rour wioll&l, I will otu ••oou 

!roa the latlonal Park SeTTiot to talk to the Stroll«• 

aa4 the ... will at ltatt l<Dow Jllot wlult tllt7 ba ... a 
a iu and are prepared to do. 

Slae•r•l'f .,....ro, 

( 

#~?'~ 

!ba Preoide~t, 
!ba 1hHe loaoe, 

...... 

Secretar; o! the Iattrl or. 



II:' dear llr. Stronar 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON 

September 27 , 1939. 

0 0 PI 

!he Prooldont 1\lld I boYft boon dlocuooln~ a~ln tho pooolblllt)l of 

oot»blhhins 11 ou::aoer White llouoo on 9uDlr LOAf llountoln ln accordAnce 
•lth t ho 'Yftr"J pnorouo .,_ootlon of Mro. Strong and 70UU~lf. nn4 ho 

hat fteked ne to •rite to you. 

It mleht be pooolblo, lf ngroo~blo , to hi\'YO 8~ Lon! lloun taln de­
clared a ll&tional llontment under the law, It th1~ • oro dono , the &Q'YOn>-

mout couln then lo~lly tllko poeooulon of and O])<!rato lt lf you 1\Dd Mro. 
Stronc •ere ttlll o! a alnd t o de'YOte lt to the purpooeo tlv\t ~.ave boon 
under dlocuoolon fro" tllllo to tllltl, You could either ruor•o a life 
eo tate ln )fOur ho• and rara, or :rou could de84 tbft 11\lld w1 t h a roao,.,.o.­
t lon ln foe or ouch portlono ao )IOU algbt wloh to roteln. 

'!'be Preo14ont boo neYftr changed hh mlnd tlbout Sug>U' Lotl! MountAin. 
llo lo'"'o that oocUon of MaryliUid and tba flne outlook !roll tbe llountAln. 
llntortUIIlltol)l , he bl\o not been &blo to lfl'YO thh 111!\tter tho ~>ttont lon 

thtlt it morlto and that be would llko to 8i'YO lt. 

Ao tiM bet son~ on ln Wftlhington, he ho.o found hlotolt more o.nd 

110ro woeeptl blo to nooal and olnuo troubloo tbftt ara oo p,..,w.l•nt ln 
th1• cl t)l, llo belleveo that tho Pruldont ousht to ho.vo , tor uoo ln tho 
I\IIX:OT 11011tho, " place rMoonably &ccooolblo t o tho Capl\al, whero he 

ooulc! flnd bet tor clllMto 1\Dd porhl\po a ourc"""" fro" ouch pb)lolOI\1 



troubles ao I hAvo referred to, T~A opinion of the Preoldent io that 

no pl&co ottero the - ""'"""~" and oonYOnloneeo tor a .,.,..,. 

cepHal "" doeo ,..,_r Lol\! llountnln, 

It the Fodoml t:<>Yerruoont ahould ever hAve title to thh property, 

it would be the Prooidont 1 o Idea to build n~r tho top ot tho Wountain, 

oo"" VflrJ al.o)llft otructureo. Probo<bl;y, to & l&rp oneM, he would uoe 

CCC l&bor. lie woulc! ltko to h&ve & ohrplo c!welliJll: for bit OWD uee , 

Within eaoy &cceoo, be would wMt a central bu1ldift4! to be occupied by 

the reprooontativo of tho ~tional Pl\rk Service, who would be In chor«a 

of t~A l!ationl\l lloniii'Mint, it one were lltl\blhhed, Md on the other olde 

ot thh bullcUne, he woul4 like perhApo thrftft ol.aple Cl\blno for t he uee 

ot •abera of t .be Cftbtcet who l'light care to ocm..-py thea tor wee~ .... ende or 

for lonpr per!odo, The occupanta of theoo C>!lblno would tl\ko t heir .,.,.lo 
in tho cantral ~>1ldlng, I bollove thAt the Proalc!ont would aloo want to 

build & ro&d oopemto from tho ro&d th&t eer .. o your houoo, and t h1o roN! 

would be oxtolldad up the Wount&1n oo ao to ~ ... tr.e publtc acceu to it 

IU\4 Nl opportunity to enjoy tho !!n.o •Iowa troa Vl\rlouo placeo of 1\dvanl.e.ilft 

for thet purpoae , Only " omnll ooctlon would not be open to tho public. 

You will ••• that the Prooldont bllo boon th1nkln6 about thh ougg<~o­

t!on ot youro and that he approcll\too the lnteroat that you hAYO h!\d 1n 

bft.•1"1: a -r 'fhlte llouoo oot.ablhhed at th!o point, 'rh&t the ,...tter 

bu not boon broup,M to a concluolon earlier h&a oiiiiJ>lY boon on account 

ot the creat proooure ho hu belen undftr, I ouopect thl\t t ho lnternatlonsl 

2 



el ~\llillUon, r•qvJr1c,c, a• U. d.o.e, U•A pr .. tn<t* ot lb4t Prel1de.nl lA or 

a.Mr f .. hinctoc, hA• rati'.er ~ tu.mM hlt ft\ter.Uu \o t.h:h project 

Prulc\tnt'• vltit to 5\laftr Lot.! lloUA\11.\n And thh letter, • Mob be ln-

Wr, Oo~on Strone, 
StronehoU, 
Dlckeraon, W&rylan4. 

11noer-1r '":n• 

1<;,61 H.,ol. I lcl<t• 
S.cN\A'7 ot tbt lr.tertor. 
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a T IItO NOHOL.O 

NAIItY Ult.HO 

October ~. 19~9 

M7 4ear Secretary Iokaa, 

The aubjaot ot thia letter ia tha aussaation ot another •iait to the aountai.n by the Praa14ent an4 youraalt. •• ha•a recently tiniahe4 work on aoaa 4e•alopaanta here . AD4 WI han tor aoae Wleka thouebt at aussaat1Dc tllat you aight tin4 it intaraatiD& to ooaa out hera to enjoy thea. Ot aouraa, w lied auuae4 that e.ny action by the Oonl'liJaent in oo1111aation w1 th the aountain waa in abeyance. 
Aaaor41n&ly, thia latter haa lin our intent) no relation whateoe•er witll tile l atter in anawer to your• ot September 27th. 
Wa ha•e not only aaoa4amiaa4 our aountain roa4 an4 aa4a otller 
4a•al~nta about our roa4-an4 , but we ha•• aleo tinialla4 than a look-out, a aort ot aquat aaaonry tower, parohe4 on a apur or rook. Tllia &i••• alaoat •• .ucll ot a •1aw aa the top or the mountain - to wllioll m&Q7 tllouaan4a aliab aaoll .. aeon. It &1••• ri•• to tan tiaae the .tew aa 4oea that •iata throu&ll tile woo4a where tha Preai4ent he4 hie .upper on the two •iaita llera­totore aa4e . Tile look-out h not a llundre4 teat trca tbe road­way. Tha ehort tligllt ot broad atepa wa tael sure that tba aeeiatanta ot tile Praaidant aoul4 readily aaaas•· 
It ia our turther auggeation that, tor the purpose ot an out-ot-4oor wppar, w llboul4 tranater to this look- out plattor111 a lOD&, rather aanin tiaba r table (which now atanda on the ground not tar away) . A German triend ot ours (betore tile pres­ent war, ot aouraaJ remarka4 that it was tit tor "Wotan und eaina sanae Geaellaollatt~ . So w teel that it aight aoco-o-4ate the President, youraalt and a 4oaen or aore ot your 1'rianda. 
Now, a aupper about that table, on top ot that look-out, with a •1aw o•er lo•aly Frederick •alley, with tbe eun dropping ballind the Blue Ridge, we teal wra that tha Praaident, with ~s appre­ciation ot out- or-4oor beauty, an4 you and the nat ot the party, woul4 greatly enjoy and len& ra-bar. 

Muab would 4apancl on tlla r1811t day ( u to waatllar) and tbe r1811t tiaa <•• to eunaat). Aa to the otllar 4etaila the Pree14ant, it intaraata4, would 4oabtlaaa HD4 oat tile unal patrol a tew 4aya in a4nnoa. Wa aoul4 allow an4 explain to til• in 4atail wbat I he•a llara but rou&~~ly outlined. 



We do not ausgeet any oulinar,r oontributiao upon our 
~rt, aiDoa tile Preaident Ilea .Ilia oc.ateear,r oar. How­
eYer, we l.llould be 8lad to render any eort ot aaeiatenoe 
deaired, in tllia or iD any otller oonneotion. 

linally, eiDoe it would be deairable to llaYe our grounde 
olear ot otller Yiaitora OD tllat day , .. Y we urge tllat DO 
adYanoe publicity be allowed to ooae out? The aYoidanoe 
ot auoll would .. ke our ettorta toward exolulion woll easier 
and more etteotin. 

Trusting t.llat you will .. e your waJ to aot upon tile aboYe 
ausgeetiona, I aa •.. , ..... , ... ,~ .;.~~ 
Seoret&r,r Harold L. Iolr::ea 
Depart.ent ot tile Interior 
Wal.llington, D. c. 



aT .. ONOHOLO 
OICMC .. a O N aTAT I O N 

WA!itYLAN D 

Ootober 3, 1939 

117 dear llr. Saoretary, 

We ba•• your latter or Sapteaber 27th on the aubJeot or susar Loot Mountain. We quite undaratand that thie matter, whiob you initiated in May, 1935, bae been in abeyanoa einoe, by reaaon or otller and auoh aora iaportant IIAttara . 

Reoord to Data: While our aountain or oouree rata• ••ry iiill i n the affaire ot the Adainistration, it ne .. rthalaaa bullr.l ••ry larp with wt . It rapreaate the batter part or a lite tiaa or worlr. aD4 or •••inca. In any dealtnsa in regard to the aountain, w want to kHp thl reoord partioularlJ olear. 
In your tir.t latter, or MAT 5, 1937, you wrote: 

"ltllowinc that it 11 your d .. ire to ulr.e it anilable in eoma maunar to the publio, ba (tile Preeidentl 
wanted SaoretUJ Wellaoa and .. to otter the cood ottioae or the Federal Go••rument it tbere wae ODJ­thina that ... oould do to llalp you realize JOUr ••ry 
tin• aabitloo." 

In JOUr inter•iew with our attorney, llr. R. E. L. Salth, on JulJ 26, 1937, Mr. Saith reported: 

"Be opened the oon .. rHtion by ••71nc that the Preaident 
bad b•n creatly inter .. tad 1D the Susar Loaf Mountain beoauaa or ite natural beeutJ and, to quote the Saoretary, 'I aigbt u well so ltraigbt at the uttar and •aJ, that be want• to IIAir.e it a National Monuaant• • • • The 
Praeident wanted to co •• tar •• aatabliabina a au.aer White Bouae within the l1a1te or the llonu.ent." 

But in your letter or Sapteaber 27, 1939, you rater to 
" • • • the poaaibility or eatabliahina a eu.mer White Houaa on Supr Loat Mountain 1D aooordanoa with tile ••rr pnaroua BU~C••tion or lira. Strooc and Jouraelt.• • • • 

" • • • tbil •UIC••tion or youra, and that be appraoiatee the intereat that you ban llad 1D banns a ._ar White 
Houaa a.tabliabad at tbia point." 

Tile point thet I aa pttina at 11 tbia: We do not want to be oooaldarad ill the poaitloo ot tryinc to pareuada the Prelldant to build either a "~r White House", or a eort ot a oaap, hera . we are aarelJ' raoaptin to•r4 •ua .. tlona ot an,-tllina tnat will be ot benefit to tba de•elo~nt ot thia aountai11 traot noor, or a llundred yaara troa now. 



Ro. 2. 

"SU..or White Bou .. " : In 1937 we were UDder tbo iaproo­alon that Pi' .. idont Roooonlt bll4 1D a1D4, by tJUo u­proaaion, eo .. tainc ot tao obaraotor 1n41oato4 in tbo Yalo4iotory .. aaa .. to Conareao ot Preo14ont Coo114sa. Row, troa the Tory oloar otate .. nt ot your reoont letter, w .. e tbat Proai4ut aoo .. ftlt ll&a in a1ll4 -tbill« ot tile abaraoter ot tao Rapidan{?) tiaiUD& oaap ot Preal4ent BOOftr (aa WO suoao IJUOb to baTe been • W baTO DOTer aeon it ). 

B-ftr, w lball be pad t-o Sift tao aattor onry poaaiblo oonaideration. To tbia ond 1 tbaro obould be aoro dotinito diaouaaion ot tao aany dot&lla - area, looation, aoooae, wter, -rqo. Kore tllu o1taor tllo Preaidont or you would teal taat you 11114 tiaa t or. Aooor41ncl7, f'urtller purauanoe ot taia adter would .... to illdioate tllat you allolll.d deatsnate 80MOU to o oae 011t bore onoo or twioo. To bno tile tiae aD4 tho d1apoa1tion tor ua to allow Ilia tbe terrain and d1aou .. tile dete1la. So tbat you and we oould aore det1D1teq mow 111lat would 'be required an4 what would 'boat ••t tlloae requirea onto. (Aa t o tile qualit1oat1ona ot taia repro .. atatift ot ,ouro, I aalto aoae •ussoatlona below) . 

Bational IIOnuaent: Rext, ae to our oonnyiDC atill aore or all of our bo14lnsa bare to tho GoTornaont ae a Rational Monument. .t.t t he tiao ot our 1ntorY1ow two yearo aso, Wilen you .. do tao - aucsoat101l, I tried to 1Dd1oate tllat tbia wa a ript aerioua propoaal to ooao to people Wllo 11&4 doTote4 taouolfto toward tao areation ot a 4otinito, and to our a1n4o ~rtant, proJoat. I otate4 tllat w auot eoaobow moor Ta&tly aoro Wllat ~ul4 be dona witb tbio property ao a National llonu .. Mat, and bow aura w aipt 'be ot tbe elaine. We aoked dot1n1te, and to uo Tital, queotiona . BoweTor, duriD& tho two yearo tbat oD .. od, we reoopize tbore wro other and aoro illportant aat­tera ooaiJIS 'be t ore tile P:reo14ent and ,our .. lt. 
In your reoo11t letter you repeat tao oussootion ot a Ratioaal IIOnu.ent. But we r..Un in the ... pooit1oa ao ot two yoaro qo . 011& ot iporanoo aD4 ot qu .. tion. 
OoYorn..nt R!fre .. atatift : Aooor41DCJ.7, turtller purauanoo ot thu .. nerao wou14 .... t o illdioate taat you allould d .. is­•te a- one to ocao out bare . To look OYer n :aotly Wllat w baTe dono ben in the paat alld 11Dat w ban dotillitely planned to do tor tae tuture. ADd to 'lie able to tell ua, in tUJ'D, to Jut Wllat extent, aDd witll 111lat oortainty, all)' or all ot our plana would be oarried out. In otller word a, 111lat oonaidoration tao Goftrnaent would otter {not to u but to tile Yia1tora ot tao tuture) ia return tor Clllr oonftyinc to tile OoftrnMDt tile work ot a Uto-tiae, alaoot all tllot we 11oft. 



Aa to tba qualifications ot your repreeentatiTa, tbe tirst 
abould ot course be that be knows about National Monuments 
in senaral, and ot tbe President's plana in particular. Tba 
second to tenth inclusiTe , tbat he be trustworthy, discreet 
and reliable to ccnTay nothing ot our discussions to anybody 
but your salt. A:JJ.y appointment tbat he may make with us should 
be by letter. Our telephone land talegraae relayed by tele­
phone) are as public as a town ball debate. 

!t you do appoint euch a repreaantatiTe, and it we cooter with 
him; or it w merely corr88pond; I Should like to be able to 
apeak trankly about our mountain, our plana, our diapoeition 
ae to tbie oouraa and tbat. And not to 11mit aTary stat•ent 
to aToid commitment. Aooordinsly, I ask that you do not taka 
any statement ot mine, either written or oral, to oolmit ~ 
wite and ~salt in any way. Otherwise we ehould ban to eot 
through an attorney. 

Truetins tbat you will understand our attitude, and tind that 
it 1e reasonable, I am 

Vary respecttuUma, 

j:!.:.Q:"-l 
Secretary Harold L. Iokaa 
Departaent or tbe !ntarior 
waeninston, o. c . 



> _)jY ~ cs. 1. . • )> {' / .._ 'r THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIO~ / / ~. 
WASHINGTON ~ ~ ••• ~ 0 

/ .....0. ,' .. 
Octobe r 10, 1939. + "'.., • • 

'd> 

~ dear Ur. Preo!dent: 

Yeaterd&T I had an !nterT1ew ~th one or the Director• 

o! the Aaooc1etad Preoo who bad juot come to l aah!nston 

alter attending a aeet!ng of the A. P. Board In iew York 

at t he end of laat week. He told me, eon!1dent!al1y, that 

an lnform&l poll bad been taken of tho Director• on tho 

nentral!ty bill. !here were 17 or 19 d!reetoro present 

I forget t ho exact number -- but all but t wo expreaaed 

themaelno •• be!na In oupport of your poa1t!on on neu-

tral!ty. You ~on 1 t need ~ore than two gutaoeo ea to Who 

theee twain were . You are r1t bt -- one W&l t he "Mourning" 

Colonel of Chicago, end the other "•• the lacr~oa ale=-

!at from Syraeuoe , Now York, Frank E. Gannett. 

Sincerel y youra, 

( 

~?:'~ 

The Preoldtnt , 
The lhlto Houae. 

Secret~ry of tho Interior. 



Letter dated--November 28, 19S9 to tho Presi dent 

trom tho Secretary of the Inter ior 

Re- suggostion tor some reference to be made in tho President's 
coming message to Congrose about tho oil situation. lttaohod 
ie out l ine of euggostion. 

SoerMoeeage to Congress folder- Drawer 4- 19S9 
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THE SECRETARY Or T HE INTERIOR 

WASH INGTON 

Deoe•'ber aa, 19311, 

Tl' i .,.H h HO' SF 

DEc 23 I 25 PM '39 
;{h (IVE!l 

!be eaetlo- -ruul• fro• \M lollaUor of tblo 

to INCCM4 •r. IUaox, • • • place f'roa n117 pa1at of ~ 
n .. wUl 1AIIH4 bo a Uttlc111U uolr \a tlll . 

" llaT I •ntvo \M -•Uoa \bat 1\ .t&}lt 'be 

a4rt.Ul e a\ tblo u .. to eppai.Jl\ •nl)' aa Acti.JIC Cblef, 

Lackinc aoiW'Uioe of a ,.....,eat appoi.Jlt-.at, aa Aoti.Jlc 

Cblof woul4 aot lie ~\a 10 llial7 \o oppoM U)' pollq 

tbat ,.... ..,. aan to lMIICW'&to l a tbo aoar f'atun wlth 

re-a t to tblo hnlce. 

lliiCINl)' )'OW'I, 

loetnt&r7 of tba laterlor, 

.... 

.. 



riLl COP! 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

O,.,.CE OP' THE SOLICITOR 
WUH.INOTOM 

DlC ... 

Suruue: 

'Dda b 1n "~" to JOur oral inqu1%T with r .. paot. to ..................... . 
tbe Mtbod ot ~Fpoint.Mnt. ot tbe auet ot tb• Fonat S.rYioe 1n 

IN"IG'~'il\.i5,.,. the Depart.ent ot _..ncul.ture. 

DEC 2 11939 A oanhl Mardi renala 110 etetute e.llpfteal,)- proTidlJir tor 
•UJ.wn~·~ tbe •thod ot bia appoint.nt. It. - that tbe po.S.tion bu 

been created and filled bT the S.Cnt&JT ot .Airicul.tve Wldlar bia 
pnaral power• Uld that tbe po.S.tion ia 1n a cl.u.s.!ied CCI!p8tit1:n 
etetua. 

1'be pnaral autboritT ot tbe Secnt&JT ot Acrtcul.ture to ore­
ate po.S.tiou ud t1ll t.bea 1• tOIID4 1n tbe act ot llarch 4, 19fn 
(34 Stat. 1.280). '!here an Mftl'al etetutea 1ddch ,rant aDthoritT 
to tba S.Cnt&JT owr po.S.tiona ud 1FJ101nt.mlta 1n tba ronat S.r­
Tice. Act ot "- 4, 189'7 (30 Stet. 35); Act ot Jlll..T 1, 1898 {)() 
Stat. 597); Act ot ~&&rob 31 1899 {)() Stat. 1095). '!ben b 110 
atat.ute 11hich &.llpNaal,T oreatea tba poait.ion ot Chiet ot tba Foreet. 
S.rYica but IFJII"'Pr1at.1on acta tor tba Dapart.-nt. ot _..ncul.ture 
ha'ft npaatedl7 ntarred to Uld tppropriated tlmda tor tba •al.UT 
ot a Chiat ot tba Ponat Sanioa. Act ot lrarch 3, 1905 (33 Stat.. 
872); Act ot lla.T 31, 1920 (41 Stat.. 705); Act ot "- 16, 1938 (~ 
Stat. 726). 

I ha'ft uoert.aiDed that tbe po.S.tioo hu 110t been Ullllpted 
UDdlar tbe cirtl Mrrtoa 1- aa4 nl'llationa. Ill the abee110e ot 
-h a~on aa4 fiZlT 8ploit1C etetut.o17 proTi.ton pl'OTi~ otbar­
wiM1 tbe po.S.tiOD ia 1n tbe cl.uG.t'bd oe~~p~titin atatua. 

COPY roR M SICR&"rARY 'S omCI 



I 

.... a....ltt-

t w -.,.gc, ,.,, 
wu1 n..1 au ,._ ... 
Ill • w.., ,_ , .. .. 
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~ ~ llr, Pr .. l4.eat: 

Wbea I 11M tM pleawre of luaohbc wlth 70u laat 

be<tq, I thaaka4 71111 for tM aah tl'aJ t'-t, 011 

Chrlat .. a, 71111 ,. .... for l lf• or ablllt7 to hold oato 

H, with reMla4.er to 70uac Bll.rol4, I.e I waraa4 )'au, I 

aa taliACloua of wl».t 11 lll~~e, aa4 alaca thla partloul&r 

uh tl'aJ h lall<lrl'bacl fro• J11U to M, 1 ahall DOt peralt 

lftll .:, 0t111 1011 to b&ft aDTthlac to 4o nth 1 t while I 

aa able to 4.efell4 -:r title, Ba•ner, lh ft.lue la -:r 

e7eo h ealluce4 b7 tb& fact that, 1a u .. , llaral4 •111 

paaaeaa a taacible lillk •1tb a YIJ'7 cr-at Preal4eat &D4 

a ob&rhb&4 lMder &D4 frlelld.. 

With beat whh .. for tb& ... tear, 

the Prea14.eat, 
the Wh1 \a ...... 
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