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January 4, 1941,

As ever yours,

fonorable Harold L. Ickes,

Florida.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR q“_p o
WASHINGTON =

Brooksville, Flordia,

December 31, 1940.

My dear Mr, President:

Jane and I brought a portable radio set with us so that we
gould hear your speech last Sundey night. We were glad that we did,

The country was ready for this particular speech and only you could
have given i1t, I was particularly pleased with what you said about
"pusiness as usupal®™ and our own appeasers without mentioning names.
Now that you have laid the foundation, more specific statements can
follow and others can share that burden with you.

Now that the call to arms has been sounded it seems to me more
than ever necessary to set up quickly an orgamizetion that can follow
through in engaging the fifth columnists and the appeasers, I have also
been much taken with the suggestion of a conventlon or congress or
parliament of democracies to be held in Washington., In this instance
might it not be a good plan to give it the name “parliament™ because England
is fighting for its parliamentary system and the British parliament has
been the mother of similar groups whatever their names might h.z If you
decide to do this there is one preeaution that has perhape oeceurred to you.
It would not be well to have as representatives of either Spain or France
or Belgium or any other country that has been overrun by Hitler, persons
who might make a plea for sending food into the territories that have been
coouples by the Nazls or Fasclsts,

May I thank you again for the most attractive despatch case that



cams from you for Christmas, I liked it particularly that this year you
went to England to buy this gift. That Jane shares my pleasure is
evidenced by the faoct that when I opened my brief cese upon arrival at
Bimini's Isle I found within it the despatch case losded with her personal
stationery, However, she has not yet dared to subatitute her initials

for mine,

The weather is lovely here now, but the flsh are as lllusive ms
they generally are when I am in & boat with a rod in my hand, Poker ia
my real metier; no one runs from me in that great indeor sport,

Jane and I send affectionate greetings and best wishes to Mra.
Foosevelt ahd yourself for the Naw York.

Sincerely yours,
Aot oA s
———————
Secretary of the Interior

The President,
The White House,

Weshington, D.C.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR . % °
= -
WASHINGTON .
Brooksville, Florida, =

Januery 8, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

Yours of January 4 inapires the hope that Fnox may parti-
cipate in some game in which I sit, Until then I can hardly believe
that he is any worse than I am, But with two of us to pluek, the
rest of you ought to have a pleasant and profitable evening,

You are right about waiting to talk to Lord Halifax about
the more general meeiing, I hope h; will agree that it is a good
idea, It would give a wonderful '.l;ttiug for reaffimming the prineiples
and ideals of democracy. And 1t would have a tonle effect in all parts
of the world where the dictators are feared or hated,

I refuse to commit myself on the question of what we may or
may not have caught in the way of fish. Even to raise such a matter
is an unwarranted intrusion into cne's privaey. I might be willing to
discuss it with you in striet priveey, but I am in no mood to say any-
thing that would give "Pa™ a chence to shake the bullding with his
gargantiun laughter. Without making any plscatorial admission and with
a full reservation of all legml rights, I do venture to express the hope
that I am going to be luckier in the matter of Forestry than I have
been at the "anclent game." After all, one is entitled to a break in
luock somewhere along the line and I am looking forward to January 21
ae I imagine that a man sentenced to the guillotine must have looked
forward to the time when the tumbrel backed up for ites vietims. You
will, of course, be aware that, under this bandinage with respect to

)



Forestry, there is real sericusness and deep feeling,
We have decided to shorten our stay here so that we will be
back in lnah-ingtun next Monday, Tanuary the 13th,
Sincerely yours,

Aoz ot TG Ams
'h—-_ﬂ

Secretary of the Interior

P.5. The more I think of it the more impressed I am with your
fireside chat on December 29 and your subsequent message to Congress,
They were impressive in their stateamanship and eloquent in their
expression, This is & pair that only you could hope to draw to.

Tt President,

The White House,
Washington, D.C,
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January 18, 1941,

My dear Mr., President:

You may be interested im the enclosed copy of a letter
from Cyrus 5, Eaton in re Wendell Willkie, with attach-
ment,

Sincerely yours,

ool oA s

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,

Enca,




CYMUE §. CATON

© -s

January 16, 1941

Dear Yr. Secretary:

Fandell Willkie wasn't long in golng back to his
old =als. Land « Thorne, whom the barefoot boy [rom Wall
Strest hae chopen as one of his compenions for his trip to
frpland, 1= snother ome of his "boyhood heroes®, although
not one of those he mentlonsd durlnp the recent politieal
campaign.

Thorne, who 18 & director of J. P. Horgan's First

Hetional Bank, was the organlzer of the Amarican Superpower
Corp., the utility holdlng company which Is the grandfather
of most of the Yorgan holding cospanies, Iincluoding United
Corp. snd Commonweslth & Southern. The chief contenta of
Amerlcan Superpower's portfollo are 3,500,000 shares of
C. & 5. common, 21,447 €. & 8, warrants and 1,000,000
shares of United Corp. mmon,. Thess carafully selected
holdings undoubtedly hely sccount for the fact that the
decline In the market wnlue of American Superpower stook is
right in 1line with that of its grandchildren.® From the

kot high the velue of Amerlean Superpower common has
shrunk 99.8%, from £590,000,000 to £1,036,625.

Therne sharsd with the Morgans in the crganization
of United Corp. and with the Morgans and Tillkle in the
foraation of Commonwealth & Southern. He wery wisely
pazsed on o great deel of his perscnal willity holdinpe to
the 1is nt the top of thoir market valua,

Birds of n fentherl

Sincerely yours,

bl

on for s'wrink in United Corp. ond
menlos In the Norgan proup.




Market valuations pleced om equity of United
corporation, and the 10 Ttility Companies
assoeliated with United Corporation im the

Morgan Eroup.

Computations based om stooks and warrants out-
standing Desember 31, 1939, using all time high
and 1940 olesing prices.

Hams of GE.EEI
Colwsbia Gus & Elesetrie

Nisgara Fudson Power Com. & ks .
Publie Servies Co. of W. J.

Taited Gas Imp.

imericsn Taber Torks

Commorwealth & Southern Com. & Wes.
Cemselidated Edison of H. Y.
Comsolidated Gus Balto.

Zleetrie Bond & Share

Lehigh Coal & Nav,

United Corporation Com. & Wts

All time high
1,332,515,226

1,158, 308,322
758,064,835
1,386,14,01,096
466,277,895
1,290,802 ,887
2,103,073,573
186,783,520
2,966,472, %9
111,808,986
1,212,203,892

Total shrinkage $12,085,729,199 - = 93K

1900 olose
$ 57,633,589
28,925 il
161,656,249,
229,613,599
15,815,958
27,909,209
258,221,857
80,112,619
21,068,588
L,581,676
20, i, 557
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

January 18, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

I am dictating this additional note which I will not have an op=
portunity to elgn but which will be enclosed with the accompanying letter
sent to you,

Burlew has just called me at the farm to say that McOarran on be-
half of a subcommittee that was appointed at the last session to
investigate matters in connection with the public lands, was demanding
all intra-departmental letters and memoranda in connection with the
proposed tranefer of Forestry to Interior. We do not beliewe that he
has & right to these files under the resolution setting up his committee
and we are going to refuse to produce on this ground, I understand that
the same demand has been or will be made on the Department of Agri-
culture, and Burlew is advising Appleby by telephone of our position in
the hope that Agriculture will do the same, If we make this objection,
the matter will be thrown back to the full Committee on Public lands in
the Senate, of which Senator Adams is chalrman, and we think that the
full committee will uphold our stand,

I need not tell you that it might be very embarrassing if we had
to produce these files, Probably Agriculture would be more embarrassed

than we,
Sincerely yours,

The President, Secretary of the Interioer,
The White House,

(Dictated but not read)



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

January 17, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

Pursuant to your suggestion, I went down late this morning to Jimmy
Byrnes' office and we thoroughly considered from all possible angles the
question of esending an order to Congress not later than Jamary 21,
next, transferring Forestry to Interior, He told me of the commitmenta
that had been made both by you and by him on your behalf in order to
hold together the votes necessary to defeat the Wheeler amendment, If
you ehould eend up the order, he would feel that he would have to opposa
it, and T do not ses how he could do otherwise,

I am persuaded, and I believe that Byrnes likewise is convinced,
that 1f you should send up the order the House would defeat any motion
to disapprove it, Even so, however, the stage would be set for your
enemies to make the charge that you had broken faith, not only with
your letter to Senator Pittman, in which, at the time that the act was
passed, you said that you had no intention of transferring Forestry, but
with other senators as well to whom verbal statements had been made by you
and by Senator Byrnes, So far as Jimmy is concerned, he has no feeling
one way or the other about the locus in quo of Forestry, But he does feel
strongly that you should net be put in such a position mas I have described,

Senator Byrnes was persuasive with me, Much ms I want Forestry and
bitterly disappointed as I am that once amgain I am to be denied the objective

toward which I have persistently worked for almost eight years, I am un-



willing to be a party to your being placed in a poeition where you can be
attacked, At the last session I made one sacrifice hit when I urged you

not to send up the order on which your mind was set because at that time I
was doubtful whether you would be sustained in the House, and for the further
reason that it might have unfortunate repercussions during the campalgn.

Now, slthough I believe that the House would sustain the order, I am making
another sacrifice hit in asking you not to eemd it up in view of the com-
mitments that were made at the time the reorganiszation act passed the

Benate,

Senator Byrmes also comvinced me that your message, with the accompany-
ing joint resolution glving you further time within which to send up reorgan~
{ization orders, should not be introduced until the important "Lend-Lease
Bill," which is now pemding, shall have been disposed of, If you are
given thie further grant of power, I hope that you will be disposed at
once to send up an order transferring Forestry. Jimmy is of the opliniom
that an extension of your powers will abeolve you from the commitments
that were made at the time the reorganization act passed the Senate. In
other words, there could be mo just criticism of the order on the ground of
any commitment made, Jimmy would them feel free personally %o consider
the order strictly on its merits.

If you cannot get this further grant of power, the easlest way of
traneferring Forestry ﬂllfnf course be lost. In that event, I hope
that you will give me permission to imtroduce a Bbill transferring
Forestry and that you will support that bill. The sentiment not only
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in Congress but mmong conservationiste and stockmen who formerly
bitterly fought any suggestion of transfer hae so changed that I believe
that we could put such & bill through both branches of the Congress,

I know that I am giving up a certainty for an uncertainty, but I
would not be happy if you should send up the order now and thus draw down
eriticiem upon yourself,

Sincerely yours,
s otk TS Aara
e ———,
Secretary of the Interior,

Thae President,
The White House,
Washington, D, C.
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February 6, 1941.

Dear Claude:-

There has come to my attention a uoy; of a letter
signed by Barl H. Ehp“u Acting Chief of the Fo
nﬁ letter was dated Washington, March 30, 1940, and was
addressed to "Reglonal Foresters and Directors".

The second sentence of this letter refers to
"the threat of reorganization". Under the law -- & special
law current at that time but now expired by limitstion --
the tﬁ:-tdmt t:r-n ::i Onited States mmrtm u:g -ﬂ:-t
cer depar or agency reor tions, subjec
to d of both Houses of the Congress within a
given time. I am, of course, aware t there was much
talk in regard to a dozen d:f‘runt affecting
different agencies or bureaus of the Government at that
time. These were plans, many of thea imaginary, none of
which were acted on by the President under the ioor:m—
zation Act.

The Forest Bervice, like any other bureau of
any other rtmt,tehmrmmuirrturm
executive a rity which, under the Comstitut on, 1is
vested in the President.

The words "threat of reorganization" on the
part of the Acting Chief Forester obviously imply:

:;} That his executive superior, the
Pres t of the United States, proposes
under the law some rm.u.hltion of the
Forest Bervice.

(b) That the Forest Service is o
to any reorganization under the author ty
zll:tﬂ by the President. Furthermore, the

1:}:1.& 13- tr r ﬁ :ﬂ subordinate
branch one many depar organize
the Govermnment e8s to oppose an Executive
Eingrhnlud by esident, in accordance

.

1 think that this requires tion on the
part of the Ac Chief Porester, Mr. 3 in fact,
the whole letter .

Very sincerely yours,
m .u.!'.u. {Aj’-—-"—ﬁ' /I .?.-r"f‘!l' #y f{'f.’l.; J) I-FI“I';";"" k‘f_.-y
The Becretary of Agriculture

j'-g‘ :f.'....“_h & A

rest Service.

T



THE BECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON
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My dear Mr, President:

The document I enclose is a long one but I think that
you will find it interesting as a frank disclosure of the
way the Forest lobby works, You will note that it ig over the
signature of Acting Chief Forester Clapp. I call your partice
ular atteation to the expression "the threat of recrganization"
in the second paragraph., The document that I am semding with
Mr. Clapp's form letter ie a copy of editorial comments upon
that letter in the magazine maintained by the lumber interests.

Sincerely yours,

Aot TR Ao

Secretary of the Interior,

The President ,
The White House,

——




Pertinent Comments on Letter of larch 30, 1940, directed
to Hegional Foresters and Directors of the United States
Forest Service by Earl H. Clapp, Acting Chief

The Forest Service has issued the attached instructioms to all of
its fleld offices to conduct an intensive "educational campaign" relating
to a lational Forest Policy. ke part of an orderly balanced program, thare
would seem to be no objestion to a discussion of facts when the object is:
to develop thought which will make its own determinations,

When such campalgn goes beyond limits somewhat of that character,
and whan ite theme is a system of new federal and state laws of rather defin-
its character lnvolving large appropriations, it cannot properly be called
an "educational® program, but it is in fact a drive for specific types of
legislation and for larce approprimticms of public money.

In the current instance, the program of regulstion, as recommended
by the U. §. Forest Service representatives at the Joint Congresslomal Com-
mittes's hearing, including proposals for federal policing and state policing
of private lsnds, and including proposal for large expenditures for the pur-
chase of forest jands, is the definite objective of the campaign.

To bring about this legislaticn, the executive officers of the
Forest Service are instructed to forget their provineclalism, to glve up their
own views regarding the meaning of basic facts and conditions to them, and to
accept the legislative program of the Forest Service as their law and gospel.
it im made clear that the Forest Service Ls laylng down the law, ard ghat all
members of that organization are now to sdjust their thinking to that pattern.

To put the legislative program into effect, the exccutlve officers
of the Forast Service are definitely instructed to conduct an intensive campaign
for this legislation using as much of their perscnnel as possible. The U, 8.
Forest Service has thousands of esployees and annual appropriations running
into the millions. That instruction can be implesented by directing many
people to do less of their regular work, and more of this speclal campalgning
all to be paid for out of Hureas funds, primarily appropriated for other definite
purposes.

As a feature, reglonal officers are instructed to compils lists show-
ing those who are not sympathetic to this legislative plan, and © ses that
such 1ists are filed with headquarters in Washington. Similar action is to
be taken with those who are faverable to the plan, and it is directed that
this "sducational" work shall be intensified at those spote where it will do
the most good.




I It ia ordersd that this intensive drive shall be so made that those
who thus becoms interested shall direct their attentien on this matter, not
so much to the committees which are studylng these problems in Congress, but L
to the Msmbers of Congress themselves, so that it will be easier to put this
lsgislative progran througn that body. ¥

Finally, it is pointed cut to the Eagloml executive officers that
representatives of the hashington office will visit thes from time to time to
find out to what extent these inatructlone are being followed up. They are
ingtructed to make reports of rrogrese and the Washington headjuarters states
that there will be a special set up in Mamiington to glve intensive considara-
tion to the entire campaign.

Here is an intensive specially organiszed campaign directing that
all of the ressurces of a very large Uovernment Bureau be without argument
or protest directad into a aampaign o influence Members of Congress to the
end, that specific forms of legislation be promptly enacted, much lsglsla-
tien involving new to the police powers of the states, and |
involving tremendous appropria . Assuming that sll of the objectives
are good, that the progran for attaining the objectlves ls not coptroversial
in the states or in Congress, nevertheless, it is highly improper, if not
illegal, for & Uoversment Dureas having at its command millions of dellars,
snd thousands of employees to organize an intenslve jTopaganda eanpalgn
directed at the Federal Congress alming to force the raseage of the logis-
lstion, which the Duresu recommends, and ta make the appropristlona %o
cover it., The procedurs is dangerous, costly, tends to put Congress ander
the {nflnance of sdministrative depapbments, and if 1t is not 1llegal,
should be made so promphly.

The forest problems of the Unlted States are necsssarily provin-
cial in many aspects, There are proper differences of opinion regarding
their solution and the measures which may best be taken in esch state, The
attached lstter outlines what appears to be an isproper activity by a Federsl
Pureau, The merits of the lsgislation are not here discussed, Attention is
callad to a method of dealing with Congress wmhieh ocugnt not to be followed
by any Dursau of the Administrative Lepartments.

It is believed tnat an imvestigation will show that the Exscutive
Wqunmviﬂﬂmumutuuﬂhuuhq-
p-q:uumurwnnqimummwm channels, such as
the Secretary's office, or as called upon in the course of Congressional




Committes hearings., It is not balieved that members of the Exsoutive De-
partments are permitted to lobby with Nembors of Congress, or to ask pesople
o write to Members of Congress in behalf of such legislation, or to conduct
a drive with the intent of influsncing Congress on such leglelation.

Presumably Departmants or Burasus can conduct edugational canpal gna
where they rresent facts, Frovably they can handle such efforts so that
they are in behnlf of a broad, generalized progras and it 1s dirfficult to
exaet dividing line betwean the slements of a proper educational
and propaganda for appropristions and rather spacific types of
But, in this instence, it is slearly shown that the intent
Mumwmrm“mntcmnwrﬂmw—
ard individunls, to ses that efforta are directed towarda such
committes members, to see that lists are kept of per-
ona not I the program, and to use all possible
results. Frobably, these lists of opponsnts are to
Washington so that thelr arguments can be nullified
under "self intersst", Complling complats lists in
sens who do not agres with the Bureau rrogram is s startling,
under our demccracy.
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te all these considerstions, it is not believed that the lumber
try : hhﬁlhﬂlhdilnllimﬂﬂ.lprunuhruﬂntlhﬂ.ﬂ-
immorality. It will sinply be claimed that the selfish interests are
trying to undermine a worthy project. In due course, if the Buresu campalgn
is conducted as intensively as indicated, Uembers of Congress will sense that
An Buress sffort is being made to influence them, and =ay lavesti-
gate that sitsation from that viewpalnt, which is momething which concerns
them s considered separately from the merits of the leglelation iteelfl,
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UNITED STA1ES DEFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST

SERVICH
Address Heply to Vashington, D. C.
Chief, Forest Service March 3Uth, 1940
Ezﬂ Refer to
Supervision

Regional Foreaters and Directors 2

Dear Sirt

While in the Weat last summer and I'all I discussed with a num-
ber of Regional Forssters and Directors two groups of problems,
end a plan which might help in their sclutlon.

Cne of problems included the existing morale in the
Farest Eurviuu, i'ﬁﬁ balTisd feeling cof nany men bacause they do
not know what Forest Service objectives are, the fasling of uneasi-
ness or oven hopelsssness because of inndecunte leglslatlon and
funds for badly needed work, the bellief that the Service ls con-
tinuelly on the defensive, the damper on enthusissm and creative
affort caused by t of reo nat the tendency
throughout the Service toward provincle’lsm and a narrow concép-
tion of individusl Jobs and of Servlce responsibilities, etc.

1he “ﬁﬁ ﬁ%ﬂ of Emlﬂm inclutes the brosd forest prob-
lem ates e inadequacy of what ls being done
about it. It includes the numerous and freguently cpposing forcee,
which have widely different conceptions of the forest problem, and
which advoecating different programs, and opposing all programs
but their own, tend to nullify each other end prevent real progress.
The immediote focal point of s group of problems ineludes the
work of the Joint Congressional Commlttoue on Foreatry, the recom-
mendaticn it may make, the hurdles which its leglslative program
will have to overcome, the opportunity vhich the crestlon of the
Committee sffords to obtain the federsl action nesded to put
Amaricen forestry on a satiafactory foundation.

I mesked whether a decidedly worth-vhile contribution to the
solutlion of M problema could not be made Ly a natlicm-
wide sducatl cam in which tha ¢ntire Forest Sarvice would
participats, desijmed to cbtain a resl jublic understanding of the

forest problem of the United States, anc to stimulete nggresaive
public actlon to safeguard its own interest.

Whether, so far mas the oup of problems 1s concerned,
such o campalgn would not he o the Forest Service, re-
store its morale and ﬂmt:.ng epirit, broaden its conceptlon of
[ 138 Job and help to redeem 1ts responsitility.

el
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And whether, as far as the second group of problems is con-
cerned, such a campaign, under ynified, sustained and nationwide
Forest Service leadership could not offuet the nullifying effect
of the opposing forces which no prevent progress. And finally,
whether such a campaign would mot help to supply the impetus
needed to insure enlightened public support to the Joint Committee
and assistance in obtalning satisfactory federal mction,

In practically every instance the answer was yes. But it was
pointed out that the Forest Service would first have to have a
clear-cut statement of the forest problem, eand of the program
which we advocate.

The purgnuu of this letter 1s, firnt, to outline a plan for
8 Service-wlde educational campalgn, and second, to issue instruc-
tiona for getting it under way. %ﬂ preparation for it I have al-
ready had sent to you coples oft

(1) A report entitled "A National Forest Economy" drafted for
possible submission to the Joint Congressional Committee.
This report, which contains considerable background material,
was sent to all Hegions, Stations, and National Foreats last
summer,

(2) The statement of the Secretary of Agriculture before the
J. C. C. which emong other thinge includes a positive recom-
mendation for publiec regulation.

(3) The full statement on public regulation made by the Forest
Service to the Joint Committes,

(4) And finally, a summary of the entire program presented by
the Forest Service to the Committee, and of the justification
for it.

Statements 2, 3 and 4 may be distributed wherever desirable
to further the campaign. This material will be supplemented from
time to time as required. :

Coples of the volume of the general Washington hearings, con-
taining the full Forest Service analysis of the forest problem of
the United States as well as the full statement on the program
recommended, will be sent to all Regionrs, Stations and Hatignal
Forests aa soon as it is recelved from ihe printer. The linited
number available will not permit general distribution. |

|

On August 18, 1939, a short-term program was sent to ygqu
which was designed primarily to have sonething which could he
glven to people and organizations who wented to teke an actlive pert
in furthering forest conservation. This short-term progrem 'ls now
superseded by the program recommended tc the J. C. C. !
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(ne viewpoint in our presentation to the Committee and two
recommendations call for special mention.

The viewpoint is the social importance of forestry and the
social objectives of the forest program recommended. This was
glven or emphasis by the Forest Service in our analysls of the
nationwide forest problem at the general Washington hearings.

This emphasis constituted a sharp contrast to the evidence of some
other witnesses who said that scolal problems, such as unemployment
and low income and rural problem areas in forest reglons, were not
& part of the forest problem and necessarily had to be approached
and handled by themselves. This point Ls stressed so that the
social aspects and objectives of foreatry will be kept fully in

the plcture in the educational campaign called for in this letter.

Public regulation is one of the recommendations referred to.
It is certain to meet a lerge amount of opposition from the forest
industries at least. We have tried to :ake the edge off such op-
position by making regulation a part of & two-way cooperation--
enlarged public ald on the one hand and assurance of satisfactory
private practice through public controls on the other. Legislative
sauthorization for public regulaiion is a major atep in the consum-
mation of a real forest program in the Unlted States. As you al-
reacy know, regulation was recommended %o the Secretary of Agricul~-
ture by the Forest Service and approved personally by him. The
Secretary went so far as peraonally to recommend regulation to the
Joint Committee. This part of the program, accordingly, has De-
partmental as well as Forest Service status., This is the status
which requires the full and whole-hearted support of the entire
Forest Service orgenization.

I know, of course, that some Forest Service men have never
glven the question of regulation very much conaideration. I know
that some have been opposed to it. I kaow that others have ‘held
back because of the fear that active support would threaten coopera-
tive relations with various groups of forest land owners. I am
convinced, however, that in the long run the Forest Service has
little to fear and much to gain from a strong position on this ques-
tion. Ve are employed by the general public and we should work in
its interests. We should not allow ourselves to be deterred by
fear of critlicism by timberland owners or reactlonaries whose point
of view is frequently selfish and contrary to the public interest.

I want to put especial emphasis on the importance of reten-
tion in any regulatory leglslation of one part of the plan recom-
mended. This 1s the part under which the Federal Government
would be authorized to take over the rejpulation Job in cases where
the States are unwilling to do it or unable to do a satisfactory

ob. It 1s my Judgment--and the Weshington staff Joins me in this--
at the succese of the regulation effort is going to depend to &
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very large extent upon this provision. The reasons for this belief
are outl in some detall in the supplemental statement forwarded
to you with my letter of March 1.

I shall appreciate it if on the regulation phase of the pro-
gram in particular you keep me currently informed of the support
which is developed, as well as of the opposition. I mean this in
the aense of 1nd1vidunln organizations, newspaperas, etc, I am
particularly anxious to ienrn of people and organizations who will
support the plan recommended by the Department and the Forest Ser-
vice. Without any doubt there are many publie-spirited people and
organizations in the United States who will be glad of the oppor-
:un:ty to support public regulation if %t is brought to their at-

entlon.

The second recommendation to which I would like to call atten-
tion 1s the extersion of public ownership; community, State and
Federal. We all know that there are millions of amecres of foreat
land in the U. S. which for one reason or another should be in pub-
lic ownership. The sconer this cen be brought about the better.

It 18 another major step towards & resl forest program in the
United States. We should not be deterrecd from seeking support on
this iwportant and fundamentally scund part of our program becauss
of unsourd or selfish opposition. Such opposition merely emphasizes
the need for an educational campaign. Furthermore, a part of the
program recommended ls designed to make more eguitable contribu-
tions 1n 1ieu of taxation to local units of government. The pre-
sent system 1s one of the main points of critlcism of publlic ac-
quisition.

In the printed record of the general Washington hearings you
will find a supplemental statement on public uequisition which may
be helpful in your educational effort.

inhese two parts of the program, public repgulation and public
ecquisition, are mentioned because of their outstanding importance;
not to detract in any way from the importance of other recommends-
tions such as public cooperation, natioral forest administration,
and research. It is worthwhile remembering that both regulation
and acquisition, along with various forms of publiec cooperation,
are merely different forms of atteck on the privete forest land
problem.

You have already been notified that a concurrent resolution
has been introduced in both the Senate and the House which will
extend to April 1, 1941, the time before which the Committee must
subtmit 1ts recommendations. The Forest Service has not been con-
sulted in regard to thls proposed extension of time. Apparently,
however, one reason is the realization Ly the Committee that 1t
hees a much larger problem on its hands than it antlicipated, and
that more tlme will be required to do e satisfactory job.
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fegardless of the reasons, and despite obviously unfortunate
aspects of the decision, it doas have, tie sdvantage of affording
more time for public education and cofs’deration.

In closing minutes of the New nnd hearing in Washington,
Chalrman Bankhesd commended the Forast Service for the help given
to the Committee and for our ral attituds, He sald smong
ather that we had tried in ew way possible to help tha
Committea t not to dominate it. # commendation emphasizes
the nsed for directing our sducational offorta toward the develop-
ment of widespread ¢ understanding and interest in what the
public itself nesds, and for avolding the appesrance of & concerted
drive & bureau mersly to aggrandize itself or to force the hand
af the Committes, :

The specifie s of this letter is to ask you to Legin--
or to continue--efforts toward a netiomide educatipnal effort.
It muet, of course, be carefully plamec and carrled out systemati-
cally and ably with sll of the resource: st your disposal. ‘ The
detalled ways und means must be worked cut looally. And they must
bs worked out in cooparatisn by the Reglonal Offices and the Fopest
Experiment Stations.

The general direction and cocrdinetion of the campaipga will
have to come Irom Washington.

The cbjectives of the campaign shorld beg

1. To acquaint the gonerel public with the forest sltuation,
the remsdial program called for and the reascns for it =0
that the publie can and will met urderstandingly and ag-
gresslvely in its own intereast.

2. To make sure the J, C. C. im aided as fully aa posnible by
& full public apprecistion of the froblem, ard of the nesd for
8 sound program and by widespread publie aupport for it.

5. 1o aid the rank amd file of the membership of both Houses
of Congress in keeping abremst of en informal public nginun.

Obviously, our efforta with the general public, whether with
individuala or with organizations, must to m reassnable axtent be
selective. We would defeat our uﬂ,‘lnthu if we tried to mequaint
every person And svery organizatlon with every part of the sntire
progra=. It is egual ous that different peopls and different
organizations will be particularly intorssted snd anvricus to do
something worthwhile on different parts of the program., Uhls should
not be construed to mean that we should not fmce the muslc on con-
troveraial guestions like regulation with s meny groups which
are not Ipdifferent or opposed, such as ‘he forest industrige. We
L i
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ahall have to do this ﬂn get any mupport on controversisl ques-

tions. Altogether this doss mean the uas ol good judgment and
geood strategy in saccomplishing a major purpose.,

1t would be most helpful to the J. C. C. if the opinion of

interested ple ia reflected in the legislature consideration
which undoubtedly will be given the C ttee's recomendations,
rather than to have such interest conveyed to the Committes direct.

of t

Local members of Congress will be the first to appreciate an
mligl.:tln-d public sentiment and will na doubt express the opinion
ir constituency to othears from otisr districts or States

ineluding the membera of the Committee Lteelrl,

Gontroversial questlons 11ke regulation, and particularly

the Federal part in regulation, 1s probably an exception to tha

E,mnru. rule outlined in the two ﬂimti paragraphsa. Hers the
cumlittee will probably nesd sll dire0f encouragement and
help and support it ecan got,

Some such procedure as the following should be helpful inm at-

teining objectives 1, 2, 4:

A. Determine what phase of the forea’ problem and of the progras
m key people and organizaticns, or eny others, might be in-
sted in or be active « This should include wide
representation o Eano public, conservationists, agri-
culture, owners of forest land, conmumers of forest products

and other beneficlaries of the forest, the distributors of
foreat products, labor, etc., etc.

B. For each of these make a limson forsst officer responaible
for:

1. Acquainting the key peopls, orgenizations, ste., with in-
formation on the forest sltuation, wnd with all or sppropriats
parts of the Pl"ﬂglﬂ to the point ¢f active interost and the
deairs to take effective sotion.

2. Help him--or them--effectively to present the quastions
involved in the manner heretofors indicated s am to roapder
the maximum service te the J. C. C.

3. Beelng that the most effootive educational devices and
forme of action are ampliyed,

4. Heaping you informed.
The educational service called far in thia letter should be
lat

tes of the Foreat Sarvice
B to N
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It should be an effort in which, a2 already indicated, just
as large a part as possible of our entire personnel should be
asked to participate. 8o far as the Washington office is con-
cerned this means the active participation not only of the Divi-
slons of I, and E. but aelso of all other branches and divisions,

It means a special set-up in VWashington, if one can be arranged,

to insure action and correlatlon. As long as I have direct respon-
sibility I want to devote as much perscnal time and attention to
this effort as the pressure of other work permits.

i think that there is a growing tendency among men in charge
of important units of the Forest Service to decide for themselves
whether or not they and their assistants will take an sctive part
in carrying out instructions from the Chief's office such aas these.
Thie is one example of what I had in mind in the first paragraph
of this letter as a tendency towards provincialism, If the Foreat
Service 1s to occupy the place that it nhould in the conservation
field, and if 1t 1s to exercise outstanding leadershlp in forent
conservation, there are occasionz such rs this campaign when the
entire orgenization will have to act topether as a unit to accom-
plish a single purpose,

Men from this offlce on.fleld trips will confer with you to
learn what progress 1s belng made, to keep you posted, and to help
coordinate efforts. Conferences in Weshington and in the fleld
will be erranred as necessary.

Various questions in regard to the program recommended will
be taken up in separate lstters in the rear future.

In elssing I want to restate for enmphasis my strong convic-
tion that thie educationsl program is Justified, primarily becsuse
both the Department and the Forest Service are falling far short
of doing a satiefactory job. This is true in spite of all the
ood work which has been dons on nationsl forests and on privately
owned lands. %We ought to bring about the practice of forestry on
privately owned lands much more rapldly. Ve ought to ralse the
standards of national forest administration. Ve ought to make
forestry contribute much more largely to the solution of our cri-
tical soclal problems.

As a means to thease ends we muat clarify Forest Service ob-
Jectives. Ve must broaden the outloock of our own personnel. We
muet unify the organization. By unified nationwide sustained
action, we muat overcome the conflicting forces which are now
nullify each other and preaventing necessary action. In brief,
the Forest Service must exercise the putlic leadership neceasary
for fully meeting its responsibllities.
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The doliberations of the J. C. C., its recommendations, and
the actlon teken on these secomeendations by Congress afford one
opportunity that we and tho American Fublic may not have again

Drop me a line about your plans and as developmants warrant.
2 Very sinceraly yours,
Signed: karl H. Ulapp
Acting Chief, Forest Service
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February 7, 1941.

Dear hn:-

Harold and I have talked over the matter of Forestry
again. If anything is to be done, it is necessary to get
mmumummmtm,-ndlhnnmmmtu

to find for me two @ who will not only represent "new

blood™ but be, if pos ble, popular with the ress. One
nfth-unhwidhannunnl‘thhuu » Charles
Merriman t expert in Government management set-up.

man
field survey and show where and how nat forests, publiec
lands, national monumen rks all overlap
and need consolidated mensgement for practical reasons.

It all goes back to my general reading of American
history -- that the interior Department was originally set
uptulwknfttrnnundlofﬂuur_ntomlm and
that ten years later the Department of Agriculture trl.ut
as a Burea mutuumlumflr-n-hnm-ﬂor

;
B
E

In the last analysis, that old distinction 1s
the simplest one that we can make now.

Always sincerely,

Honorable Rexford G. Tugwell,
Municipal Building,

New York City,

New York.

e — e e —
- i i p— s ——
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THE WHITE HousE
WASHINGTON

Jenuary 31, 1941
SerrrETiaL

MIMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY TCKES:

To read and speak to me sbout.

FeD.R.

iy,
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Municipal
New York City

January 27, 1941

My dear Mr. President

While 1 have been weiting to hear from you further about
the Forest Service, I have had time to give it & good deal of
thought. It seems to me you have only three effective alternatives:
one, determine to let the situation rest as it is with some attempt
to compose differences between the two Departments involved; two,
determine to come out in the open in faver of moving it to the
Department of the Interior; and, three, set up & commission with a
year or two in which to study, have hearings, try to conciliate
differences, and report to you.

I have come to feel that this is a situation in which
the commission technique can very properly be used and might
result in something useful. Before you make up your mind finally
I should 1ike you to consider it. In the first place, it would
put off deciding and I believe the current of opinion will rum in
the directien in which you want it to run; whereas if you decide
now to leave Forest Service im Agriculture and merely try to compose
differences between the Departments I think you will make it more
difficult to do anything of another sort in the future. In the
second place, I think that by having hearings such a commission
muldbﬂngﬂlthuirﬂtaﬂmmdnhgmimmmmm
and expose their real pettinesa.

Such a commission might be composed of three members of
the Senate, three of the House, three from the colleges of forestry,
and six members of the public from all sections of the country,
making fifteen in all. You would have to ask Congress, 1 suppose,
for a joint resolution and for expense money, although everyonse
might be expected to serve without compensation. Such & commission
ought to have at least a year and perhaps two years in which to
reporte I should be glad to undertake its organisetion and manage-—
ment, if you should desire it. Of course, I should have to have

's approval.

In case you decide on the first alternative, you need only
have a meeting of those concerneds In case you decide on the second,
Im-:mmmmummmrnmm
to Congresss If you decide on the third, I enclose another draft
which could be used as & message to Congress.

You realisze, I hope, that I am only doing this to save you

time and, if possible, to help clarify your mind; not in any attempt
to influence your decision in the matter.

Respectfully




In 1905, for reasons which have now lost all reality and
are of interest only to antiquarians, the Forest Service was moved
from the Department of the Interior to the Department of Agricul ture.
The suspieions and antagonisms from that past time have survived in
the minds of conservationists to a certain extent but, among members
of the two Departments involved, in a bitter form which appears on
every possible occasion. More than a generation has passed; yet
fears and recriminations still seem to be passed on in virulent ferm
to new members of all the agencies involved. This is a sad matter
for the cause of conservation in this country and I have had an
ambition to bring it to an end.

In disucssions leading to the various agency changes I
have recommended during the past few years in the interest of
grester efficiency in the executive departments, the Forest Sarvice,
the Park Service, the Crasing Service, and the Fish and Wild Iife
Service have been much in controversy. Much of this controversy
comes from old jealousies and very little of it has had to do with
genuine interest in improvemsnt. The old Fisheries Bureau was moved
to the Department of the Interior and there combined with the
EBidoglcal Survey, which had been transferred from the Department
of Agriculture, under the name of Fish md‘ﬂ.ldhfia:nm. But
there is evidently more that needs to be done. In both Forests and
Parks there is provision for recreation. On the Forests there is
extensive graging under other management than that of the Grasing
Service. Other illustrations could be used to show why there has
been so much discussion during all this time of the best organization
for these various services - of ways to eliminate duplications, to




mark out spheres of interest and get on with the business of conser-
vation.

Alternative principles have been sucgested to guide reor-
gardzation, none of them ascceptable to everyone because they were so
cbyiously invented to support a previously held position. Without
lingering lenger over the history of dissention which has been so
unfortunately characteristic of the uses of our publie lands, I have
come to the conclusion that clarification may best be approached by
the sppointment of & Commission to study the whole matter, to reconcile
conflieting opinions, and finally to report its findings. I believe
we may in this way find a basis for settlement of old controversies
and for & new approach to conservation.

Such & Commission should be piven broad terms of reference
to study and to recommend the best methods of mamaging the lands
gvmed by the government of the United States. No reservation should
be imposed in the interest of any govemment agency, and none should
be considered with the intention of protecting ome private interest
more than another. This is & matter in which the whole people are
concerned and it should be the general interest primarily which should
be sought.

I therefors ask that by joint resoclution the Congress may
W-mmamnmumu-torﬁmmum
Senate, three of the House of Representatives, three from the Colleges
of Forestry, and six from the general public, all to serve without
compensation; and that § be provided to meet travel and
office expenses for such time as may be necessary.




For reasons which by now have lost all reality,
and are of interest only to historians, the Forest Service
in 1806 waes transferred from the Department of Interlior to
the Department of Agriculture. However necessary 1t may
have been to protect forest lands in the past by their con-
eplcuous ieclation, there was another result which has be-
come more apparent as the yeare have passed. There was
adminietrative confusion, For the government's other land
holdings —- the Public Domain and the Parke -- remained in
the Department of Interior. What began as an interdepartmental
quarrel over policy became a persistent mutual antagoniem
which at best wae merely annoylng but which at worst was
dangerous to the morale of all the affected services,

For forest lande are not notably different in char-
acter from other public holdings: there i1g much grazing on
them, they are largely devoted to recreation, they are a
habitat for wildlife., The timber, it 1s true, 1a cultivated
as & crop., But growlng trees are aleo the most dlstinctive
feature of our Parke, And moet of the Parke are surrounded
by Forests. What is obviouely called for 1 common management
of these great national assets and adjournment of departmental

Jealoueies over their control.




There will be lobbyists who will tell you that
coneervation will be Jeopardized by any change. I do not
believe 1t. Whether sinleter influences may have operated in
the Department of the Interior in the past I do not know. It
is of no intereet to this generation. For I do know that
they are not there now. I know also that grazing 1s under
several confueing Jurisdictions now, that the Forest and
Parke Services dlepute over boundaries, over functions, and
over fancled grievances, and that all thie ought to come to
an end,

In seeking a solution I have waited literally for
years hopling for clear guidance and have sought the advice of
countless conservationiets. I believe the solution now accepted
by most of those who have put aside prejudice, unseemly emotion,
and vested interest is to be found in creating a Public Lands
Adminletration to be set up in the Department of the Interior.
The other land services could not be moved to Agriculture.
There ie not needed an independent Department. There remains
only the alternative I suggest,

I propose that the Public Lands Administration should
include in one unit the Park, Forest, Grazing and Wildlife,
and Fisheries Services. In thie way economies of administra-
tion may be gained by the elimination of duplication. It 1s

aleo necessary, however, that certaln measures should be at




once considered for extending and strengthening the consoli-
dated services. These would include the purchase of certain
valuable stands of timber which might otherwise be lost through
clear cutting, the extension of cooperative fire protections
and the further development of recreational areas of the gort
most appreclated by average folk who love their national monu-
mente and value their contact with nature and the wide outdoors.

It will be a relief to all involved, I am sure, if
thie perplexing problem can be settled now and a new future

entered upon by the custodiane of these wvast national resources,
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W THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
\ WASHINGTON

February 8, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

I agree that you should take no personal part in the
campaign in Spokane, Washington, for muniecipal power, I have
discussed this with Senators Bone and Wallgren and they both
agree, They think, however, that a statement by someone that
the National Administration would be interested in continuing
a transmission line to Spokane to supply power in the event of
a favorable vote, would be desirable, Accordingly, a planted
question will be asked of me at my next prese conference,

Sincerely yours,
< e

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,



HE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

L
Jaouery 31, 1941

EEIVATL ool GRecTosomew

MEMOR.LUS ¥OR SECRET.RY ICKES:

Whet do you think? T hesitute
to g0 a3 far an Johe Boettiger suggests
in mizing up in & munlelpal power slection.

Faliala

Memorandum from JB (John Bosttiger), to Misa
LeHand, with anclosed drafts of lstter to 0,0,

and Homar n reply to latter from
e, M11¥e Prasident, 1/20/41, in re
Preaicdent's mupport to win fight in connectlion
with sunicipal ocwnership of 'a powar
distrimtion systes, which an
March 11, = Niss Lelland, by ssmorsndnm of 1/74/41
had asiked Nr. Boettiger for preparstion of answsr
for the President'n signature.



T THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

February 12, 1541,

My dear Mr, President:

I don't like to write this letter to you because I love Ben Cohen,

But word has come from Lyndon Johneon that full and most unfair
use will be made on the Hill of the fact that Ben is a Jew, Already
they are talking it up there, especially republicans, and of course it
is succulent stew to the isolationists, whether republican or democratiec,
I had learned from an outside newspaper source yesterday that similar
murmurs were being heard in various quartere, The reasoning of these
morons is that the Jews want to get ue into war and that dear Christ-
like Ben Cohen is going to London for the devilish purpose of bringing
this about,

The whole thing emells to high heaven, but there you are, I had
applaunded your decision that Ben should go to London but Idon't want to
see him hurt nor your fine policy with respect to England injured,

8incerely yours,

o P ha,
Howrcl 720

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

February 13, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

I am more than a 1ittle disturbed as the result of a recent tele-
phone conversation during which Frank Knox informed me that he had gone
direct to you and secured your permission for the parking of 5,000 cars
on the Polo Fleld for an indefinite peried, I am disturbed for two
reasons., The firet 1s that Frank should not have given me an opportunity
to go to you with him, The second i that an important decislon should
have been made within my jurisdiction without my being given an op-
portunity to present my views,

It is always easy, particularly for the military mind, to pick a
public park or playground for a use which is in direct contraventlon of
the purposes for which the area has been set aside by the people., As
you, yourself, remarked the other day, everything now is justified or
pleaded in the name of "natlonal dafenae”, We have too few parks now
in Washington for the present population and this disparity will in-
crease as more people come here, This belng so, they should not be
encroached upon unless it is absolutely necessary.

I realize as well as anyone the great need for additional office
space in Washington, sspecially for the Army and the ¥avy, I recog-
nized this several years ago when I pleaded for an Army building and
urged an enlarged building program for the City of Washington, I have

never been able to see the economy in paylng from two and a half to



three million dollars a year for remt for private properties when the
building of additional facilities would give employment and serve as
a stimulus to business,

But that is neither here nor there now, What I am concerned about
is the lack of foresight in sacrificing our public parks instead of pull-
ing together and saving our parks while providing whatever space may be
necessary for sdditional buildinge and fer parking areas in connection
with them, I refuse to believe that the Navy's requiremente are
insoluble except on the basis of ruilning an attractive section of our
parks and taking it out of public use, A little patience and a willing-
ness to cooperate would have solved a problem even more serious than
this, This demand of the Navy will doubtless be followed by others,

Frenk's first proposal was that I permit him to use the triangle
south of the Interior Building for parking purposes, Perhaps that will
be his next grab, It is fortunate that the parks are nearer to the Navy
building than the White House or he might choose to use the grounds there,

Since the decision in this matter has been taken out of my hands
after I thought that Frank and I had reached an agreement only an hour
earlier, there is nothing left for me except %o protest, And that I do,

Sincerely yours,

——

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,

CC to Secretary Knox,
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

N

\ WASHINGTON :
< 5

r February 17:194L

[ R
&

My dear Mr, President:

I think I have already left in your hands a memorandum

along the same ;l“nnrll lines as the enclosed, which comes

from Ber, tut this is more complete and certalinly very

interesting.

The President,
The White House,

Sincerely yours,

Ao L oA ra

Secretary of the Iaterior.




3 els.
Feb, 5, 1941.

WHERE DOES THE AMERICAN TYPEWRITER INDUSTHEY STAND
IN THE PRESENT DEFEN3E PROG b1

It 18 of Intersst to note that the important American type-
writer companies: Ths Remington, the Underweed, and the Royal,
gll own factories in Cermeny, and thelr respective heads, or sub-
heads, are Americans of German parentege who have long teken an
interest in thelr great German developments and the Nazl methods.
Thelr German facteries, even long before the War, were manu-
facturing munitions for the Germen Army. The Hemlngton Company
owns and controls the large Torpedo dorks of Franlkfurt which 1s
producing not only typewrliters and bleycles but machine pguns snd
fuses, etc. for the Jerman Army, The chief stociholder of the
Remington iz Mr, James Rand, Jr., well-known anti-Labor Indus-
trialist in this country snd for years one of the strongest
opponents of The Fresident in his pollcy to help the worlera
in Amerieca, and now opposed to helping England. Whyt

He 18 known to amploy thugs in keeping the workers down,
and his peputation as an opponent of all free institutions 1s
well-known end a record in the courts of this country. It was
this gentleman who threatened to move hle factorles out of
Americs to Europe, if necessary, some time before the War. He,
no doubt, meant to Germany. The Gorman business of this Com-
pany, like the German business of the other Companies, now
sontrols all of thelr former very valuable export trade to all
parts of Europe, snd long before the War begen these Indus-
trislists neglected thelr American business end sold as much

as poesible from Cermany, sending to Oermany their best mechenies,
. ala
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all their American patents, and thereby buillt up thelr German
business so far with cheap Labor that the Amerlcan Labor man could
not compete, robbing worlk from Amerisan Labor,

At the same time, they insisted on malntaining open shops
in the American factorles to keep the Laborers down in this
Country.

There has been a recent sit-down strike at the Royal Fac-
tory whlch has necessitated the Royal's paying the worlmen about
+04¢ per hour more. This Company s paying dividends of about
w7450 on 1ts Common Stock, while their workmen have been worlk-
ing at a wage which necessitated the whole Factory's going on
a sit-down strike,

The Underwood Company, whose President is Fhilllip D.
Wagoner, who has made many trips to Europe and Cermany end
who recently appeared in print as a friend of Westrich, the
famous Gorman Agent in this country, owns and controls by 907
ma Jority the Mercedes, largest office-machine equipment Company
in the World and its Factory in Germany, This Company has about
6000 workers, and even many years ago &n extra Factory was
built in Germany by the Mercedes Company, which is owned and
controlled by the New York firm for the purpose of bullding
munitions only for the German Army. A control of thelr books
will tell the story. This certalnly was done with their know-
ledge and consent. Since the recent exposure, Mr, Wagoner has
stepped very much into the background, turning his management
over to Mr., Treske, another gentleman very friendly with Nr,
Westrich and a visitor at his home,.

-2-
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The Underwood Typewriter Company, which had a business of
8ix to elight million dollars in Burope before the War under John
Underwood, has in recent years, through their Pro-German Hanage-
ment and their German subsidiaries where they bulld practically
all the models of the Underwood Typewrlter business, given that
business, as well as a great part of their South American busi-
ness to thelr subsldiary, the Mercedes Company.

The Royal Typewritur Company, which owns and controls the
Royal Orga Typewriter Company in Nuremberg, is headed by Mr, Ed-
ward C, Faustmann and Mr. Max Miller, which German Company has
developed 1ts business and glven its models to the Royal Orga
Company in Nuremberg, Cermany, for production. The Royal sub-
sldiary, like Remington's and Underwood's, produces munitions
for the German Army.

All these Factorles in Germany of these American Corpanies,
with Investments amounting to at least four or five million
dollars, have been bullding in Cermany munitions, fuses, ma-
chine-guns, etc. to destroy England, even before the War began,
vlle thelr factories in this country are still untouched for
the same purpose by our Government. All of their machine-
tool mechanics could immedlately go into manufacturing our
machine-tools which are necessary for airplanes, and most of
the machines could be changed over without delay to manufac-
ture fuses, machine-guns, ete. Their Covernment orders are
big but their love for Roosevelt is hate,

It 1s quite evident that these men in charge, who even at
the present time are doing all possible to develop and aid the

German manufacturers and helping to defeat England, are defeat-
uan
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ing the very purpose of the aid thet we are trying to render to
that Country to save our own. Is there a dangerous Fifth Colum
in our Industry, and what is our Government golng to do about
1t? Is German blood thicker than imerieca's life, or are we
aslesp to thelr methods at home?

The Government should take over these Factorles without
further delay in our own interest. Certalnly there are enough
typewriters in the country, used and otherwise, to supply the
{mmediste demands, while these Factories can be used for ar-
mamsnt purposes under loyal Americsns,

It 1s quite evident that the men in charge -- with thaipr
very anti-Labor paychosis and vory pro-German afflliatlions,
now owning munition works in Cermany -- are nmot fit to handle
these Jobs. ’g :

¥r, John Eullm born in Germany, has recently
been referrsd to by the Dies Inveztigation to esld the German-
fmerican Bank in this country and was listed as & strong sup-
porter, He openly commended the Hazis on his trips to Cermany.

No doubk, there ers other Industries which are under si-
milar management and which should be considered seriously from
& loyal point of wview.

Hitler scts fastl Why don't we? And then talk after-
words, Who runs our Automobile Industry?

o -« & & -
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: WASHINGTON P A
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My dear Mr. President:
You may not have time to go throughthis document, but 1
am sending 1t to you nevertheless. I understand that the report
of the Morale Committee will be ready to submit to you after the
middle of the week,
Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the InterioYt.

The President,
The White House,
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The spectacular military collapse of France and the widely-reported state
of low morale noted by competent observers in France, both during the ware
time periocd and for many years bvefore, ralses the question of the role play-
ed by morale in the whole French disaster, There is abundant evidence that
the role was a decisive one tut 1t is impossible to fully substantlate this
interpretation, The following study merely lists notorious manifestations
of bad morale definitely observed in France side by side with known factors
in FPrench life which are notoriously harmful to morale, The comparison shows
that many of the factors which unquestionably contributed in some way te the
unsatisfactory state of morale, could easily have been eliminated by a sound
morale~policy, based on a scientific understanding of morale.

B, French Morale From a Gemeral Point of View.
I, Manifestations of Bad Morale,.
1, Abnormal gravity and frequency of social and political conflicts.

as TFrom 1934 to 1939 political temsion rose to the point where large
organized bodies — Fascist leagues, Leftist militia-groups —-
armed for civil war or insurrectlon.

b. During the same period violemce in the form of disorderly street
demonstrations, riots, physical clashes between bands of partisans,
git-down strikes, etc, was frequent and sometimes tragie in cone
sequences as during the Stavisky riots of Fabruary 1934,

¢, During the same periocd and back as far as 1919 — or even bafore
the World War —- extreme political views — Royalist, Fascist and
Commnist —- flatly repudiating the existing regime and form of
gociety, were openly expressed by substantial bodies of citizens.

de A large proportion of the country's intellectual, economic and
even political leadership openly manifested lack of confidence
in the existing regime and made themselves apologists for its
avowed enemies, even if they did not actively support them, Such
institutions as the private financlal structure, revolving around
the Banque de France and the Comite des Forges, and fashionable
'society! were dominated by these partly-disaffected classes and
they were strongly represented in the conservative political parties,
the military hierarchy and s section of the press, Their defeatist
attitude toward democratic scclety was expressed by!

i, Direct oriticism of demccratic inatitutions.

11, More frequently, indirect criticism of the democratic prine
ciple by exaggerated stress on democratic abuses,

141, By expressed admiration for, and sympathy with, authoritarian
regimes in other countries,

. There was an analogous disaffected but non-subvereive fringe on the
Loft, strongly represented in the school and university system and
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b,

in politica,

As a consequence of these subversive or disaffected attitudes to-
ward the state theres was a chronic division of opinion over for-
eign poliocy which in its milder manifestations resembled the
present split between isolationist and interventionist opinion
in the United States, while in moments of acute crisis —- o.g.
Just before Munich —- it reached such a piteh of wioclence than
one or both groups seemed to ldentify themsolves unreservedly
with the policies of a foreign government, consideresd by the
other group as an enemy of France

Even graver was a duality of policy in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and to & lesser degree in the armed services, with one
group constantly trying to sabotage the policies of the other,

Bocial antipathies and prejudices — e.g. bourgeole attitudes
toward workers -- were strongly marked,

Apathy and political defeatism of majority opinion over reversals or
sabotage of majority policies.

Lack of confidence in political leadership, both national and par-
tisan,

Exaggerated individualism, egoiem, and cynicism in regard to social
and even moral valuea,

Ba

e

d,

fa

B

Evasion of taxation,

Relative lack of professional consclence on the part of workers,
many artisans and merchants, petty dishonesty in business dealinga.

Absence of philanthopic spirit among the richl absence of cone
cern for social welfare -- in any terms other than higher salaries

or shorter working hours == on the part of the poor.

Prevalence of real or affected eyniclsm and contempt for moral
values in bourgeocis youth as evidenced by published alarm of
Fronch moralists like Bernancs, Maritain, Julien Benda,

Toleration of businese and political venality and arrivisme as re-
flected in humorous anecdotes about prominent personalities and
popularity of satirical novels, plays and revues handling this
theme without indignation e. g« Marcel Pagnol's play Topage.

Widewspread belief, that politicians, regardless of party, were in
fact corrupt.

Readiness of intellectuals with heavy soclal responsibilities to

accept economiec favors from government, private interests or even

governments of potentially enemy countries e.gstho success achieved
by the German propaganda agent Otto Abetz in subsidizing prominent
French writers by arranging for sale of translation-rights of their
works in Oerman at fantastioc prices (!Inn.rr Bordeaux of the Academie
Francaise sccepted 700,000 francs for the German rights to his books).
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Popularity, and prestige in intellectual circles, of plays, books,
(to a lesser degree of paintings), of violently inconoclastic, rew=
olutionary or anti-social tondencies, like the works of L, F,
Oeline and Henri de Montherland, and the vogue of 'morbid'! liter-
ature, dealing with sexual perversions, criminality and prostitu-
tion, e.g. Andre Gide, Francis Carco, Jean Cocteau, the surrealist
pooats, Paul Morand, etc, Popularity of revolutionary moraliste
like Aragon, Malraux, etec,, in bourgeois circles probably reflects
the same 'decadent' taste in literatura, Particularly noteworthy
is the fact that the authors named above rank among the most tal-
ented and distinguished in post-war literature, It would be un-
falr, however, to conclude that French literature as a whole was
decadant,

5. Chronic anxiety and pathological quest for security,

B

b,

d,

Hypersensitivity of capital to financial stimuli as reflected in
flight of capital at times when the franc was not seriously menaced,

and in monetary hoarding,

Emphasie on defensive armaments —— the Maginot line — and develop-
ment in milltary circles of a fortress mentality,

Obeessive insistance of French diplomacy on French, as distinguished
from European, security.

Resistance to changel
is Intransigence of French econcmic management to demande of
labor resulting in near-revolutionary wave of sit-down strikes
in 1936,

ii. BReluctance to adopt new techniques in industry, armed services,
administration, education, medicine and business.

111, BReluotance to modify political and parliamentary machinery

although need for renovation was admitted by nearly all parties.

iv, BReluctance to admit revision of Treaty of Versailles, particu-
larly in terrltorial clauses,

6. General passivity, inertia, lack of iniative,

b

Emphasis in labor agitation on shorter hours rather than higher pay
er social welfare.

Unwillingness to change routine habits or put forth greater efforts
even for increased profits on the part of both workers and manage-
ment,

Criminal neglect in public services e,g. frequent fires on French
passenger liners, police inefficiency in the assassination of King
Alexander of Jugoslavia and other cases, the Nouvolles Galleries

fire in Marseilles, and other disasters avoldable by proper vigilance,
Public and official apathy in the face of these natlonal humilia-
tions and analogous indifference to public health problems such as
typhoid, tuberculosis, syphilis (despite brilliant achievements with
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limited means of individual physicians and urﬂcn:}. abortion,
and alecholism, (Some progress in all these fields was apparent
in the last few years, largely thanks tc the FPopular Front gov-
eroment), Also all the above and several previous symptoms noted
probably reflect an American blas but their objective nature can-
not be wholely dismissed).

Direct expressions of a subjective impression of French decadence
were frequently made by Frenchmen of all classes, The need for a
goeneral renovation of French political institutions and soclety was
generally admitted —— but not realized in action,

II. General Factors Harmful to Morale,

1.

s

b

Cy

d,

Folltical.

Sovernmental instability and parliamentary "Byzantinism" due to
defects in the political machinery,

Venality of a large part of the press resulting in discordant and
colored pictures of reality among wide numbers of readers and lack
of confidence in information among others,

Failure or inability of political leaders to express the majority
will in action, thus falsifying the democratic machinery by allow=
ing minorities to exert anm exaggeratod influence on the formulation
of policy, leading to repeated sense of betrayal or frustration and
finally apathy on the part of the majority -- i,es the partisans of
demoeracy. This was perhaps the most decisive single factor in the
breakdown of democratic morale in France and played an important
role in the ultimate downfall of the Third Republic., It manifested
itself as followst

i« By forsulating policies, which, instead of expressing majority
will limited or braked by minority opposition, simply gave the
majority a guaranty against adoption &f minority policies, and
vice versa, e,g. The policy of non-intervention in the Spane
ish oivil war,

ii. By allowing minority opposition to block or sabotage policles
demanded by the majority esg. sbandomnment of Popular Front pro=
gram of social reforme under pressure from Rightist oppositions

iii. 4Allowing mob violence or back-stage political maneuvers to al=
ter radically the governmental formula fixed by popular suffrage
8+« rosignation of the Daladier cabinet in February, 1934, fol-
lowing the Place de la Concorde riots and ite replacement by the
conservative Doumergue cablmet{ Hesignation of the Blum governe
ment in 1937 and its replacement by a less radical combination,

Falsification of the democratic machinery through survival of author-
itarian attitudes in certain branches of the state, notably the polite
ical police and the army, and in the charmcteristically Second Empire
approach to problems of censorship and public information, similar

to that of the totalitarian regimes, (Suppression of disagreeable
facts even in peacetime, unnecessary secrecy surrounding administra-
tion, lack of ocriticism of subordinate officlals, servile and
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unjustified press flattory of public servants and politiclans, pald
for out of government slush funds),

e; Chronlec conflict, never completely appeased, betwoen Catholle Church
and the democratic parties with whom the Third Republic was largely
identified, This was particularly grave since the education of the
young of an influential secticn of the bourgeocisie was in the hands
of tha Church,

Demoralizing political propaganda,

6s Rightist attacks on democratic principles undermined the falth of
conservative democrats,

bty Revolutionary attacks on bourgeoie soclety as a whole undermined
the faith of 1iberal democrats,

Socio-Economic conditionsd

Dissolvent character of political propaganda noted above reflected
social tensions due tot

a. Low living standards of workers compared with levels in other coun-
tries on the same cultural plane.

b, Insecurity of bourgeoisic and diminished economic influence of upper
classcs due to post-war inflation,

¢y Economic and social ideclogy of both workers and bourgecisie and
their economic behavior corresponded to a relatively primitive phase
of capitaliem which made adjustments to the industrial and financial
evolution of France after the war difficulty.

i, Archaic monetary attitudes e.g. privete hoarding instead of ip-
vestment, gold-fetichism, prejudice against use of checks, etc.

ii, BSmall-scale, hand-labor, low-salary concepts of management dure-
ing a peried of raticnalization and transition to mass~produc-
ticn in industry with steadily rising living costs,

Demographic factors,

Loeses during World War were so heavy that there was nearly a gap in
male generations, In addition to increased gravity of the youth-age
conflict due to this fact, a etill graver result was that many of the
key positions in France were held by men whe were already middle-aged

in 1914 and intellectually unable to adjust themselves to post-war
necesaities. This is probably the groatest single reason for the gen—
eral "backwardness! and defeonsive attitude toward life which were strik-
ing symptoms of inferior morale., loss of a large part of the war-genera-
tion of males in France had particularly grave results as compared with
other European countries because of the low French birth-rate and be=
cause — At least until 1936 —- it had not been offset by revelutionary
processes bringing younger men into positions of leadership,

Historical factors.
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a, Sufferings of the French people in the World War through casual-
ties, invasion and destruction of property might be reasonably
argued to conatitute a traumatic experience in national life,
corrésponding to traumatic experiences which frequently determine
grave neuroses in the individual, This cannot be directly demone
strated but it is possible to trace certain collective attitudes
born of the war which persisted inte the 1930%Vai

i. Pathological fear of invasion, mpart from, or even to detri-
ment of, higher strateglc considerations, as reflected in the
Maginot myetigue, can be directly traced to war-time suffer-

ings,.

i1, Widespread toleration or legitimation of hedonism, planless—
ness, irresponsibility and corruption in the immediate post
war period as natural reaction from war-time privations ren-
dered these vicious attitudes chrenic in the absence of a
"Back to work" movement of comparable intensity,

111, Politicel propaganda of rightist parties continually reminded
population of past sufferings deducing from them a national
right to privileged treatment in world society, at first in
the sonse of preferential security, later in the sense of
license to disregard contractual or moral obligations likely
to involve the country in war,

ive Leftist and pacifist propaganda, instead of appealing to
social and international idealism, followed the more immediate-
1y effective line of 'debunking'! patriotic idealism, using
constant reminders of war~time horrors to sustaln an avowed
or implicit right of the individual ecitiszen to repudiate the
authority of such social 'Molochs' as the state, the army,
bourgeois seciety, capitalism, 'La Patrie', national honor,
etc. (The destructive effects of both Rightist and Leftist
anti-war propaganda wore so obvious and spectacular that they
rank as prime factors in the break-down of national morasle
tut their affieacy apnears rather as indications of peychic
havoe wrought by the World War than as demonstrations of the

power of propagandal,

b. The tradition of nearly 180 years of intermittent civil war in
TI‘MM.

i« In the post-war period there were still living survivers of
the Commune, and the savage repression of the Versaillesals
foreee was etill vividly remembered and bitterly resented
by the Parisian workers, Certainly memory of the Commune
played a bigrer role in schaping the attitudos of the French
proletariat than does the Amorican Civil War in shaping
present-day political attitudes in the South.

i1, The political consciousness of most French leaders was shaped
at a time when monarchiem was atill a central issue in French
public 1life. Tho fathers of the prosent goneration of ariste-
erats and woalthy bourgeois were impenitent monarchists, Thelr
sons received in youth an anti-republican ocrientation which
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pereisted after the monarchist issue had ceased to be a 'live!
one, Furthormore the avowed or active Royaliets in postewar
France exercised an influence out of propertion te their nume
bers or economic power owing to the prestige of aristocracy,
to which the nouveau=riche sections of the bourgeoisie, de=
spised by the establishoed bourgeols, were particularly sus-
ceptitle, This historical factor goes far toward explaining
the anti-democratic bias of French upper-class soclety and
the bitternsss of social conflicts,

SUMMARY :

TEOUGH MOST OF THE PATHOLOGICAL SYMPTOMS NOTED ABOVE COULD EE MATCHED
BY EVIDENCES OF HEALTHY MORALE IN SOME FIELD THE IMPRESSION OF COMe
PETENT OBSERVERS IY FRANCE DURING THE 1930'5 WAS THAT OF A DANGEROUSLY
SICK SOCIETY, THE CAUSES OF DECAY WERE DEEP ROOTED AND DIFFICULT TO
ERADICATE, YET POWERFUL FORCES OF RESISTANCE AND RECOVERY EXISTED,
AND A SOUND MORALE POLICY BASED UPON ENOWLEDGE OF THE FACTORS WHICH
AFFECT MORALE COULD HAVE EXPOLITED THEM SPECIFICALLY, IF THE POPULAR
FROYT GOVERWMENTS HAD POSSESSED A SCIENTIFIC UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR
OWN MORALE DEFICIENCIES AS WELL AS OF THE REAL NATURE OF THE SOCIAL
RESISTANCES THEY HAD T0 COPE WITH, THE YEAR 1936 MIGHT WELL HAVE
MARKED THE BEGINNING OF A GREAT NATIONAL RENASCENCE IN FEANCE.

€, Morale in Relation to the War-Effort.
I, 5ignas of Low Morala,

The outbreak of war produced an apparent improvement in French morale
but not a revolution. All the symptoms of low morale noted in the
previous scction persisted but were less pronounced, New symptoms
appeared, particularly in the final phase of the war. The new symp—
toms and the war-time manifestations of the old ones include the

followingi

l. Avathy, lack of enthusiasm, fatalism even among the majority whe
professed to bolieve the war necessary,

2, Possimism and anxioty conterning consequences of the war,

a. Though few Frenchmen belioved that the war would be lost, the foel-
ing that wvietory would not improve matters or might even have dis-
astrous consequences was widespread.

i, Lack of confidence in the chances of creating a durable peace
by victory == the basic pre-occupation of the pecple — was
directly expressed and indirectly roeflected by soldiers in the
popular parody of a World-War slogan "La Premiere des Suivanted)
which might be renderod as "The war to begin wars.”

41, Fear that vietory would imply & new holocaust of human lives
and wide-spread destruction of French cities by enemy bombing.

S —

1141, Fear on the part of conservative elements that victory would
losd to social rovolution in Germany, and prolonged war %o
revolution in Franece,

T




iv, Tear on the part of workers that war would lead to dietator-
ship and social reaction,

3. Negative, critical, cccasionally hostile attitude toward British
allies in many quarters,

4, IExistence of a fairly strong defeatist minority both among revolu-
tionary workers and in upper classes (defeatist in the sense of
conscicusly opposed to the war),

5., Widespread unconscious defeatist attitudes determined by ideclogical
sympathy toward internal or external enemies,

a, Right or conservative elements in politice, business and the army -=
including, probably, a majority of the professional officers -- ac=
cepted official theais that Germany was the national enemy but con-
tinued to feel attractod toward tha Nazi ideology. This state of
mind was evidenced in the following waysi

i, Anti-semitism,

i1, Belief in the military superiority of the totalitarlian form
of organization,

111, Conviction that the political menace of Bolshevism wae no less
great than the military menace of Germanisn,

iv, BHoluctance to consider Germany's allies — Italy and Spain -
as France's enemiecs,

v, Opposition to employment of revolutionary propaganda to under-
mine Oermany or exploitation of democratic war-aims to uphold

French morale, or enlist American support.

bs Workers admitted necessity of maldng war on German nation to over-
throw the Nazi regime tut suspected and resented officlal efforte
to suppress Communist sabotage of the wars

6, Defonsive orientation of Fronch strategy and persistance of routine
mothods and inertism, in defonse preparations. Bellef that the war
would win itself,

7« Bonso of injustice and susplelon of faveritism in apportioning of
war-time rieks and hardships felt by large numbers of soldiers,

i,. Rosentment of Werld-War votorans at being ro-mobilized.

ii, Resentment of front-line soldiers at demobilization of farmors,
fathers of mumerous families, and skilled workers, and com-
plaints over the apparent absence of rotation in dangorous
outpost=duty,

114, Rosentment of soldiers over failure of govornment to adopt a
more enorgotic policy for safeguarding the eoconomic welfare
of thelr families,
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Mutual suspicion and friction based on class conflicts between
soldiers and officers,

9, In the blitzkrieg phase susceptibility of scldiers to German and
Communist defeatist propaganda, absence of combativity or even
courage in pany unite as reported by British and other foreign
witnesses of the retreat and some French cbeervers like Henme de
Chambrun,

10, Busceptibility to panie and despalr,

ae Wholesale flight of civilian populations from war-zone, largely
provoked by German terrorist propaganda,

be ERout of certain units at first appearance of enemy,

i, Not only the civilian population but sometimes the entire
local administration frequently falled too show courage
and responsibility in maintaining thelr posts in the face
of danger, When CGeorges Mandel took over the Ministry of
the Interior he was obliged to order wholesale dismissals
of officials who had deserted their pests at the approach
of the enemy, This tends to corrocborate much other evidence
that the whole administrative system in France had been lax,
demoralized and corrupt for years past,

¢s Collapse of morale in French general staff and upper brackets of
army hierarchy comsequent to break-through at Sedan; a determin-
ing factor in the military collapese of France, It manifested
itself by

is ZExcessively pessimistic impression of the military situation,
inecluding over-evaluation of the enermy and under-estimation
of the morale of the bulk of the French army due to defecticn
of certain inferior units,

ii, ZEvidences of panic in prematurs orders to retreat from de-
fendable positions and failure to provide for destruction
of supplies or re-orgenizaticon along new defense—=lines,

ds Belief among both political and military leaders after the break-
through on the Somme front and the evacuation of Paris in an
early German victory over England,

ey Fifth-column phobia, hysterical fear of sples and saboteurs in

both eivilian population and army, (this factor played a par—
ticularly big role in the collapse of military morale),

11, Comsequences of Low Morale,
ls In the inactive phase of the war the prevalent low morale in France
acted ae a diffuse virus reducing the total efficiency of the na=
tional war effort in every phase from planning to execution, through
the chief of government down tc the individual soldier and worker,

2s In the Battle of France morale deficiencies of individual commanders
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and particular units e.g, Gen Corap's Ninth Army, were the deter—
minant cause or at least cone of the determinant causes of some of
the tactical collapses on which the success of the German offensive

largely depended,

3. More controversially, the low morale of the French High Command
appears to have had a distorting influence on military judgement
and an inhibiting influence on command at critical moments of the
early phase of the German offensive, and in the latter phases it
can at least be argued that the Command showed an unhealthy readi-
ness to accept defeat,

4y The political collapse of France after the armistice —~ willingness
to mccept total defeat when means of resistance on another theater
of war remained and complete passivity of both leaders and masses
in face of the Petain coup d'etat disestablishing the demscratic
regime — can be attributed at least as much to morale deficiencies
as to the grim realitieas of the eituation, From the point of view
of scientific morale=work the soundness or unsoundness in terms of
cbjective reality of the decisions taken in Bordeaur and Vichy are
irrelevant; history shows that when morale is high in a belligerent
people 1t continues to repist for some time after resistance la
shown to be hopeless, Particularly the acquiescence of French demo-
crats in the overthrow of demccracy must definitely be considered a
elgn of broken political morale, due partly to the military defeat
but chiefly tc the defieiencies of democratic leadership noted in
Bection B 11,

I1I, Deficiencles in French Morale=Policy.

The low morale=tonus of France in relation to the war effort can be
traced in large part to the failure of the govermment to adept a
sound merale-pelicy taking inte account both the speclal stresses of
war and the previous deficjencies of natlional merale, ZErrors of
ozission or commission frop the point of vlew of morale can be listed
in general policy, military organization and poliey, and in the func—
tioning of the specific organizations created to deal with both
eivilian and military morple problems,

1, General policy.

as Political leadership did not emphasize sufficiently the necessity
of war,

i, 1t was assumed that the country realized the necessity for
war as well as fiid the government,

i1, The government did not wish to antagonize the defeatist ele—
ments who wanted to leave the door open for a Munich negoti-

ated under arms,

be No attempt was made to arouse enthusiasm or prcvide a deep ezotional
basis for conviction,.

i, The leaders lacked enthusissm and conviction themselves,
| i1, The theory was officially held that owing to the repeated
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debunking of World War propagandas any attempt te utilize an
emotional appeal would defeat its own purposes. There was a

pathological dread of 'propaganda',

The leaders——ie, the Daladier cabinet — did not succeed in con=
veying an impression of energy and determination in their publie
acts and speeches,

i. They amctually were not resclute men,

i1, The Daladier cabinet was not composed of men associated with
a policy of resistance and energy., At the beginning of the
war it was still the Munich cabinet, The Reynaud cabinet
attempt to apply the principle utilized by Clemenceau in the
World War, Negrin in the Spanish Civil War and Churchill in
England, but in the end allowed purely polltical criterlia to
determine ite composition to a considerable degree.

¥No effort was made to associate the whole population with the
prosecution of the war by differentiated appeals tc varlous cate-
gories of citizens dramatizing their individual roles, and 1little
or no attempt was made to organige or utilize volunteer energiee,
Particularly the role of wimen in maintaining morale was over—
locked,

No symbolic sanctions agalnst defeatists were taken and if the
police had any succese in tracking down sples and outright traitors
it was concealed from the public,

¥o general plan for prosecution of the war was presented to the
public and no definite war-poliey was clearly outlined until Faul
Reynaud took power, This left the public confused, irresclute,
unaware of the urgency or extremity of the danger that threatened
the nation's existence.

2, Deficiencies of the government propaganda service.

Ay

B

As the name — Commissariat, later Ministry, of Information —
denoted the morale service was almost exclusively oriented toward
the problem of controlling the prese and other channele of com=
munication rather than toward the problem of morale as a wholes

It was staffed on a faulty principle.
1. Average age of officiale was too high,

ii, Journalists and writers selected without regard to their
understanding of scientific morale problemes were numercuss

111, OCollege professors {constituting 65% of the main office

personnel) out of touch with political reality, unfamiliar
with practical aspects of morale work and having no common
approach to the problems of morale neutralized rather than
complemented the journmalists.

iv, MNo effort was made to train the personnel for sclentific morale
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cs The divisione of propeganda outgoing infermation and ecensorship
worked in the dark because no systematic survey of public opinion
and morale was ever undertaken,

d; Censorship was in the hands of army officere and representatives
of other government services who lacked even a lay journalistls
or academic professcr's understanding of morale,

i, Resultant drastic curtailment of information, military,
political and diplematic, deprived the public of normal
merale—etimulants, rendered adjustment to reality different
and thereby fed the prevalling state of apathy which prevented
mobllization of the nation'e energies, At the same time it
increased the underlying anxiety by glving the impression of
concealmant,

1i, The poliey of forbldding discussion of war-aims or controver—
glal political 4ssues in the prese did not eliminate previous
ideological conflicts but simply transposed them to the plane
of morale, replacing conscicus disagreement by unconscious
suspiclon and resentment. The experience of France and other
countries strongly suggests that censorship of all polemical
activities within a social group has a harmful effect on
group-morale somewhat analogous to that of suppression (in
the Freudian sense) in the formation of individual neurcses,
Whather or not this view 1s correct it is definitely advisable
from the peint of view of morale to consider social and political
cenfliete — that ie their public expression — as symptoms
rather than causes of bad morale, ard the Freach failure to take
this view seems tc have had sericus consequences,

ey The propaganda =poliey followed by the Minlstry of Information
wae unimaginative, uninepiring and ineffective — except when
it wae definitely destructive,

i. Too-rigld control wf the press on the one hand gnd a certain
cynical, unscientific belief in the influence of rheteric,
created an impression of insincerity and 1ifeless formalism,

ii, Nete of forced optimism destroyed confidenoe,

111, Absence of criticims and emphasis on governmental clalrvoyance
destroyed inlative,

ivs¢ Tallure to prepars cpinion for reverses and sacrifices paved
way for collapee of morale,

Vs Occasional attempts to overcome apathy and stimulate effort
by stressing imminence of unspecified dangers merely created

anxiety,
viy Poth entertalnment and news on radlo programe were sc badly
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presented that listensers were bored and sometimes tuned in
on foreign etations, This was particularly unfortunate
geince great efforts had been made to supply scldiers at the
front with radio sets in the hope entertainment and relaxa-
tion off duty would improve their mcrale,

f. Morale-services were crippled by division of authority which made
correction of errors and gradual development of an empirical
understanding of merale-probleme impoeeible,

i, Censorship, radio, movies, press were all under eseparate
control, hence conflicte and lack of coordination,

3. Deficiencles in Military Merale-Folicy.
(See aleo memorandum on Military Merale,)

a, Army lacked a properly organized central morale service cooperat—
ing with national merale service and morale—cfficers attached to
army unite had no training, epecial qualifications or prescribed
point=of=view for their work.

bse The following factors in morale were overlooked, misunderstood
or insufficiently stressed!

i, The necessity of special measures to counteract the depressing
consequences of strategical defensive and tactical inactivity.

i1, Combating influence of German propaganda,

1i1, The survival of civilian conflicts in the army, notably the
general class-conflict between officers and soldiers whe
were predominantly of the peasant or worker class,

iv. Avolding the appearance of favoritism eor injustice,

ve Existence of a "maginot mystiguef in both officers and men
which was bound te preduce a collapse of morale if the enemy
every penetrated the border defenses.

vi, Failure when the break-through occurred to realize the neces-
gity of orienting the army towards a last stand at some
specified point e.g. Faris.

vii, Fallure to realize that the morale of higher officers is alaso
variable and subject to dissclvent influences,

viii, Failure to realize necessity of speclal psychologleal prepars=
tion for withatanding blitskrieg methods of attack,

ix, BRepeated warnings to be on guard against fifth-columnists
spread panice
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WAR NOT ONLY MADE A DRASTIC AMELIORATICN OF FRENCE MCORALE NECESSARY
BUT ALSO OFFERED POSSIBILITIES FOR ACHIEVING IT WHICE WERE LACKING
IN FEACE-TIME, IN FINAL ANALYSIS FAILURE TC REALIZE THESE POSSI-
BILITIES BOILS DOWN TO ONE THING: IGNORANCE AS TO THE REAL STATE
OF MORALE IN THE ARMY AND COUNTRY AND THE REASCONS FOR IT, HAD ANY
CRGANIZATION EXISTED WHICE COULD HAVE PROVIDED FRENCH LEADERS WITH
AUTHORITATIVE INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT MANY OF THE WECESSARY
Bmm ;ﬂa MEASURES WOULD HAVE BEEN APPARENT AND WOULD PROBABLY HAVE
AKEN,

February 11, 1541,

Edmond Taylor
Arthur Upham Pope
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

} February 17, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

For your information, I enclose herewith a copy of a letter
from Jullo Alvarez del Vayo, former Prime Minlster of the Spanish
Republic, and the original of a statement on the present situation
in Spain that came with 1t,

Sincerely yours,
Aopel T
< e,

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,

Encs,
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Ly Yoar Mr. 8ocrobary i
I = gending you herewith the

arominsasod raport on Spain . It is bosed on roliable, first=hand
information which has recontly come to us from Madrid,

In spitn of tho ravors which have
baon vxtonded to S»hain in the form of l'ood relief from tho U,S.
and erodits from England and vhoa% = financed by American loons-
from tho Arpontine, tho Franco reogimo is quite obviously following
ths courso we all know 1% must Sake. Franco ‘s first act after
nmoking surs of the whoaut , was %o consult -rith Mussolini and
I mn ver much afraid that vm nre on %hn ovo of Spanish military
cooperation writh the Axia powors,

I romain as alvays My dear r,

Saerabary,

VYory cordially yours

~f bl At el lipr

-

iion,
wnrold Ll.lckas
vooarmont of the Interior
dnzidi ton, JUeCe
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It is difficult to give an exact figure on the number of political
prisoners in Spuin today if one includes smong them, as seems logioal, mot only
those in prisen but also those in the concemtratiom camps und the labor bavtalioms,
For some time the nusber of prisoners has been given as 1,000,000, Nevertheiess,
the betver informed people nere think that the total figure is nearer 2,0uU,uu,
There is no elty without a minisum of 2,w( prisoners wnd even the little towns
count their political priscners by the dozens, In the three oities, Madrid,
Bareelona snd Valenecia there are half a million priscners; 200,000 of them in
Madrid and more than 15,000 of thess latter are women, Old convents have been
made over into jailas, In the Smlesian Convent om the Calle del Cisne there are
more than 4,000 priscners,

The exeocutlions are contlnuing with the same ferocity as in the months
immediately after the end of the war, Momen reoceive the same sentences as the
men, Girls of 20 who were only 16 when the war broke out are being shot for
having engeged in anti-fasclst propaganda, The morgue of Sem Carlos, in the
medical school, is always full of bodles and morgues have had to be construoted
in the prisons themselves for those who die from the barbarous penal treatmemnt,
Hygenie facilities are primitive or nonsexistent. Since in each prison thers are
meny more prisoners than were originally intended by the builders, they lie piled
on each other without sufficlent space to stretoh out at night, In ome of the
Madrid prisoms 300 men sleep in a room originally intended for 50, When anyone
wishes to turn over at night he must of necessity waken the four or five people
sleeping next to him, For the 300 men there are five tollets and the prisoners
migt rise early and form a queque in order to wash, The food is insufficient
and unclean, In the morning the priscners are given a pot of water flavered with
ocooked chestnut shells, At noon they are given another dish with beans and

vermicelli, The evening meal is the same, The bread ration is 80 grams every
48 hours,




The following punishments are ueed in order to make a priscner talk, .
of to chastise him for failure to sing the felangist hymms properly, or for any
slight disrespeoct alleged to have been shown to the Framco govermment: eleotris
shooks, hanging the prisoner up by his feet or severe beatings, Women, besldes
suffering theso same punishments, have their hair shaved off and are frthumtly
‘raped, If they have small children, they are taken away and sent to special
genters to be educated in the Catholioc faith,

In Madrid there are three lorge concentration cemps: ome im the
Campo de Comillas, enother in Vallecas and the third in Chamartin, The com-
gentration cemps are considered by the Franco government as "a school of re-
goneration,” If a former loyalist is absolved by the tribumal, or his case is
dismissed for lack of proof, he is sent to a concentration camp where for terms
varying from six months to one or two years, or "for an indefinite time", he is
purged of his sympathies for the Republis, Friseoners in the camim are forced to
work without pey in the construction of roads or the building of fortifieatlons,
The food is thoroughly inadequate for that type of work for such long hours,
From the conpantretion camps in Madrid men are distributed for work througheut
Spain, many of them going to Morooco, probably in commectlon with the militery
plans of the Germsn high command,

The trials are a bloody mockery of, and a true challenge to, sny
normal system of justice, The tribunal is composed of a colonel, who presides,
and two lesser officers, An amccuser and a defender are part of the formila,
The juridieial base of the whole proceedings is that the Republicans "revolbed,”
With this theory it is easy to build up charges of "military rebollien”, or
of "aid to the m-mm". both of which earry the highest penalties, The trials
are public and thie fact has permitted us to learn how the acoused behave them-




selves, In general their condust is magnifiecient, When the women mre sentenced,
they react with indesoribable bravery, They shout defiance at the Judges or
break out in cries of "Long Live the Republic", although they imow that this

may inoremse the sentence or even call for immsdiate exeeution, The very
officers sitting on the tribunal cannot at times hide the impression produced

by the integrity and strength of the women of Madrid, Almost two years of peace
have convined the Franco leaders that terror is not emough, To conguer the
Spanish people they would have to shoot twelve millions and this they dare not
de, Therefore they increase their efforts to win the support of the masses,

It 48 m desperate and useless effort, but ome that persists ms can be sesn

in the constant attempts to combine the executions with demagogie propaganda
arcund "the new syndical state,” The instrument for all that sert of propaganda
is naturally the Spanish Fhalanx, But the Phalanx itself is anything but a
monolithio and homogensous party, In the first days of the oocupation of Madrid
by Franco's army, thousands and thoussnds of workers and people of all scoial
olasses who had sympathized with the Republic and defended it, were able to hide
their paet and enter the Phalanx, They were simply seoking a refuge against the
Franco repression, a breathing spedl in expectation of the day when they eould
again work against fasoism, The same thing ceeurred in the rest of Spain,

In spite of nll the préoautions taken by the Fhalanx leaders, it was not possible
to prevent mumerous infiltratioms, Later some of these newly converted falangists,
having lost their fear of the terror, abandoned the Phalanx, Others entersd

the Juventudes Catolicas, which have been developed as an opposition group to the

Phalenx in the samp of remstiom,
It is well known that the Monarohists and the Traditionalists ars

against the Fhalanx, But in the very ranks of the Fhalanx there is a desperate
Mhﬁ-nmmmnhm&;Whm Buner, and the




earlier, pre-war falangists, The Serranc Suner faction, dominated entirely

by Nazi influence and more enthusiastio for Berlin than Rome are today the

trus masters of Spain, MNevertheless despite their holding the principal poats
in the government, they have not succseded in giving to the projected totalitarian
state either comsistency or uniformity, There exists no centralized power,

1t is rether m constant chaotic situation in which the "gang" aroumd Serranc
Suner practices its leadership, Unbridled corruption is the order of the day,
There have besn frequent scandals in the administration of puxilis Social and
goms of its leaders have had to be imprisoned, Three times sines the end of the
war the leadership of the Madrid Fhelenx has had to be custed, Finally Miguel
Primo de Rivera, brother of Jose Antonic, founder of the Fhalarx, has been made
leadsr in Madrid in the hope that his meme can contribute to emding the ever=
ineressing dissensien,

The FPhalanx has failed utterly in its efforts to attract workers
through the oreation of the "vertical umions," Imitating Hitler in his "anti=
ocapitalist" demagogy, Serrsno Suner constantly attacks industiialists and
tusiness men whe do not show themselves ready to share the perscmel sacrifices
which the "nationsl syndicalist revolution" and "the reconstruction of the eountry"
demand, But since within the "vertical uniem", formed by workers and owners,
the workers do not feesl themselves really protesoted, while the cwners are subject
to the whims of the Fhalanx, the result is that both dislike-the present regime,
The workers have been robbed of all the social legislation introduced by the
Republic, Minimum wages and hours exist now only on paper, The worker is foroed
to labor ten to twelve hours and his day's pay is out of line with the genmeral
high oost of living, increased by the tremendous speoulation in feedstuffs and
the total lack of staple and basic foods, Not only is there a great shortage of

foodetuffs, but the dlstribution is incredibly inefficlent, EHationing of food




exists in name only, For example the Madrid retiom was offioially established
a year ago at 400 grams, In reality pecpls receive cnly 150 grams and this only
two or three times & week, BSome weeks the total is only 150 grams, Olive oil
is officially limited to 50 grams a week but the faot is that it is difficult to
gecure a fourth of a litre once a month, Meat is reserved for the officials of
the Fhalanx,

In spite of the hundreds of thousands of workers in jail, unemployment
in Madrid is higher than at any other time in the last twenty-five years, Hardly
any of the war damage has been repaired, There is a shortage of raw materials, and
large quantities have besn sent to Germany, Private capital is in hiding be-
cause it lacks confidence in the permanence of the government, The numbsr of
unemployed together with the failure of Auxilio Social to care for homaless
youth, explains the great mumber of beggars in Madrid today, In former times
children had a monopoly on begging in Madrid, Today a characteristie Madrid street
soene shows workers begging on the cormers and young girls of poor families
forosd to prostitute themselves for a slice of breed,

The problem of the beggars has reached sush proportions that on Ootober
17¢h the Cabinet had to hold a special meeting to study methods of ridding Madrid
of begzars, The official commmique issued to the press at the end of the meeting
gaid: "The Council of Ministers has today examined a plan of the Minister for
Internal Affairs for removing all the beggars from the streets of Madrid with the
sooperation of Auxilio Social," Hut three months have passed and in Madrid, as in
the rest of Spain, im every alleyway there are bands of ehildren pieking through
the garbage to find left-over food,

The government seeks to place responsibility for the disastrous food
situation on the little merchant, MWadle the big speculators in feodstuff grow

rich, the small merchant is subjeoted to constant fines, Hundrede of them have



been ruined and a decree of October 3, 1940 throatens them not only with economie
sanotions but also "physioal sanotions,” Such measures naturally inoreass the
enemies of the Fhalanx,

The spece around the prisen doors is no longer reserved for the families
of the "Heds," As fas as the Franco govermnment tries to cover up its own in-
eapaoity by extending repressionm to other sooial groups, the visliting days at
the jails find en increasingly heterogensous multitude that stands as a symbol
of the growing unpopularity of the men who today govern Spain, The incidents with
the pelice arcound the jails and in the visiting rooms are freguent and have mors
than once led to a fatal suspension of vieiting privileges, The most current
expression among the people formerly with Franoo is: "Things can't keep om this
way, there must be a change," Franco is achieving Spanish wnity, but it is unity
againet him and his government, If a plabescite wers held in Spain today Franoo
would not get 10X of the votes, "Frameo is drowning himself in blood", the
people are saying,

Almost every day the police have to tear down from the walls posters
stuck up at great risk during the night, The wording on these is usually shorts
“imnosty", "When is all this killing going to stop?”, "Down with terror", "Long
Live the Republie," The people's spirit is magnificient., A ferment of rewvolt
is growing everywhere, with suffioient sureness that it will not let itself be
trapped into s useless provocation, but will await the day of sure liberatiem,



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

February 21, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

I think that you will be interested in the enclosed
photostatic copy of :ilutnr to Congressman Compton
White from Mr, J, P, Wilson of Troy, Montana, The last
sentence of the first page contains a reference to a very

dear friend of yours,

Sincerely yours,
a2 el o
e ]
Secretary of the Interior,




TROY MONTANA

FEB: I4th, 1941
HONORABLE COMPTON WHITE
WASHINGTON D.C.

IEAR MR WHITE:-
I neglected to ackmowledge the good work y

PRU done awhile back. in heading off the deal by the J NEILS LUMBER 0O:
0f LIBBY.where they were trying to tie up & hundred million or gore of
FORST TIMBER, adjmcent to LIBBY & TROY. spread out over five areas;

Now we here in TROY must have been asleep, for they
have pulled a fast nne_lataly ontuﬂ here in TROY, by securing 50 million
of WHITE PINE near TROY, to-gether with several million mixed timber;

afte?” it had been awarded to one E.C.OLESON of FPRIEST RIVER IDAHO:
who had =all plans made to bring his MILL to TROY, and operate for ten
to twenty years. how this was accomplished we do not know, _

This is only "ONE" of several such happenings, and it
appears to us that the J. NELIS LUMBER COMPANY has a monopoly on the
lumrkher & lugg;ng buisness in LINCOLN COUNTY. whieh is contrary to the new
deal planning. or a_ GEZRMAN DYNASTY ,

It has got so the J NELIS LUMBER CO: are the "ONLY"
ones that can get SAW TIMBER advertised. from the forest service: _

Opinions of outside lumbermen whom I had contacted,
were of the opinion that this CEOICE timberc would be sold for around
+8.00 a thousand. it was bid in for $3.81 by OLESON. the NEILS thought they
could get it cheap 8o only bid 5¢ a thousand above the minimmm which was
+3.30 After OLESON had the timber. NEILS bought up gll around his nill s
site, and tried to buy him out, which took some weeks, and WALTER NEILS

made a trip to WASHINGTON, talked with SEBATOR WHEELER, and very soon

after EIL3 return, the DEAL was closed with OLESON.




The lo-ging eoet will be around J3,81 STUMPAOE, 32,00 frilll;lﬁggi.ng
$10,00 making 3I6.,8I the over run is 267% making about 2I2.00 expence
up to the mil ing cost which is about }I0.00 whigh is 322,00 lumbers

They get from §3B.00 to }36e.00 for this lumber F.0,B, CARS,

So we feel here that NEITS must have paid OTESON at least 2B,00 per
thousand to turn it over to them. so0 the COUNTY is loser by the amount
they paid OTESON, whioh the county should have from the tax momney. figuring

the countys part of this sale should have heenm 256% of the prioce paia,
BUT" in thie oase OTESON got 1it, instead of the ocounty,
A posoible remedy for suoch situatioms, would be for a law passed
to give the COUNTY CO1'ISTIONER3, the authority to pass on all apraisals;
JIN HITL mmlﬂ_nour let his SUPERINTANIENTS stay in mli.plnoa
longer than two years,so they would not get too well aoquainted, it might
be a good system to adopt in the supervisers of forests;
e ocan get 767 of the voters of LINCOTH COUNTY to eign a petition
to protest againat this R2ARTICULAR IEAL: _
We have five or six bdilliom feet of timber ndjacent to TROY, and
I?gﬁ:: to sce some" ocompetition in the fubkmese, we have "NI0 payroll, oxoept
the few LOGCERS living here in TR0Y. 80 the lose of this payroll to TROY. is
a very serdous matter, )
1 am sor:y to bother you at this oritioal time,and hope you can
pardon my intrusion, But I know you are on the FORE3STRY COITTITTIE,nnd so I
have oconfidenoce in you doing what you oan. for us out here,
Thanking you far past favors.

I remain Ygs Sﬁncﬁ‘:ﬂb‘.!‘ﬂ'
L
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WASHINGTOMN

February 25, 1941.

3
for’
My dear Mr, President!:

I am sure that the snclosed estimate of your positiom
and standing will be of interest. This translation was sent
to me by Mr. Arthur Upham Pope, Chairman of the Committee for
National Mormle. I understand that it is circulated among the
nigher agents in the CGerman propaganda service. It indicates
an entirely different oplnion of the sources of your political
strength and the reasons for your policy than appear in the
day-by-day attacks on you by agente of the Reich,

Sincerely yours,

gl 5o

-

Secratary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.

|
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR ﬁ/—_::

&y
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(Chapter VI of "Die Vereinigten Staaten von Nord-
amerika, by Prefessor Dr, Friedrich Schoenemann,
used as a text-bock at the Hochschule for Politic,
a higher educational institution maintained by the
German Ministry of Propaganda for the traiming of
its political agents.)

Y1, Tis PUBLIC OPINION

A1] phases of American diplomatic activities, all the successes of
American policy should be viewed in the light of the President's absolute
leadership. However, one restriction should be made: the President's
leadership must be strictly inm line with the public opiniom eof his country.
Ultimately, the President's success or fallure depends on his ability to syn-
chronize his acts with existing public opinien. In conjunction with the dominant
public oplnion, hie initiative is practically irresistible. In peace or war,
he can forcefully express the will of his people, and materialize ruclic demands
even over the head of Congress. Puolic opinion is much more effective than
Congress, since American sovereignity actually rests with the people.

Only when and if public opinion is net firmly behind the President and
his administration, may Congress consider itself an instrument or the people's
will, obstructing, and even defeating the presidential poliey.

Aside from the radio, the President's press-conferences are instrumental
in moulding public opinion. President Roosevelt is extremely skillful im rlay-
ing on this instrument and ueually secures for his ideas a wide echo in the

woods of the American press,
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The immense importance of American pucliec oplnion le rooted in the
American people's frame of mind and is organically connected with thelr
predilection for 111:!111:11 government. Thomas Jefferson's famous "goverament by
influence" does not necessarily mean a genuine government of and by the people,
put permits all, even evil and destructive "influences" to gain contrel of
the government. For example, the Looby is an integral part of present-day
American Democracy; it shows how popular influence may degenerate., Simllarly,
the peopls's recognized influence on Congress has been practically super-
seded by professional politicians ana thelr orgamizations and "machines"
which are abused by the "Boss" to exploit popular electlons and the ballot for
his own benefit. The confidence in the people's ultimate sovereignity is of
not much value if it is incapable of expressing 1tself in action, especlally
since the path to its free expression is blocked by an irresponsible, semsation-
alistic and miesleading press.

¥o matter how imperfectly public opinlen may correspond to the
actual interests of the nation, it provides the Fresident with ideclogy and
slogans, If today President Eoosevelt showers his democratic eplstles on the
world, then this is not the result of his persomal or his Farty's ldeclegy,
but that of the American public's general ideoclogy.

American faith in democracy has a domestic and a forelgn political
aspect. Insofar as domestic politics are concerned, 1t is overcrowded with
the pet ideas of the American public which are the spiritual and emotional
motivations of ites appraisal of Democracy. The development of this American
Democracy was rather peculiar: Jefferson's ideas were all rreserved to these

dayes to provide its ideological content; in practice, however, American
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domestic politics followed the road marked out by Hamilton, Jefferscn's fore-
most opponent. In the United States of today they preach Jefferson but
practice Hamilton: the former stands for the Bill of Rights, equality and
liverty, for confidence in the simple man; the latter stands for perpetuated
inequality and systematic government which curps the people in the interest of
State and capital. Is good old democracy only a hoary legend in this

greatest land of plutecracy on earth? Is the Bill of Rights a plous, half-
true, half-forgotten bellef! Whatever it may be, it is the ideclogy of the
American people, just as important as it ig dangerous for us.

We are more interested in the effect of this dempcratic ideclogy on
America's foreign policy. It is capable of assuming the character and
driving force of a political falth which may yet pounce upen all contrary
falth with an unbelievable fanaticism., The cult of freedom alone satlsfies
the American people. Cheek by Jjowl with the people's inborn pacifiem, it as-
sumes the attitude of messianism which keeps on penetrating into world
politice ever since the daye of President Wilson. Americans worship peace as
an idea and theory, since no progress is imaginable without it; this 1s the
baslic current of .l.noriu'n'pnnlir. 1lifa.

In practice, this faith developed into the pacifism that ies now
cultivated under Jewish-Communistic influences. But even the slightest impulse
is capable of making this peculiar pacifism extremely belligerent, especlally
with an emotionally highly excitable people like the American.

War is identical with militariem which Americans abhor, but a war
for peace, a war to end war is not only permissible but even necessary. Pres-

ident Wilson plunged his people into the last war with such a delusien,



Under President Roosevelt, this ideclogy of democracy is again an
integral part of America's forelgn policy. Again it is Democracy which ie
being menaced, which must be defended in the interest of world-peace. Thus
Boosevelt assumes the role of a second Wilson, revamping and streamlining
Wilson's slogans. He pursues the idea of Panamericanism more emergetically
than hies predecessor., He wants to organize the solidarity of the Western
Hemisphere under the slogan of "Democratic Peace." His policy is extremely
sugcessful; in the Lima Conference, he actually obtained South America's
sanction to his North-American democratic ideclogy.

Thie democratic ideology ie the core of the crusading mood which
wound up in f4merican intervention under President Wileon. Under Preeident
Hoosevelt 1t again represents a danger of the first magnitude. It threatens
cur security and our future, It darkens the horizon of peace and cur New

Order of Burope.
¥il, AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY

The centre of American forelgn policy ie the Fresident, but not as
leader of his Party, but as Chief Executive and administrator of the whole
nation., By way of hie Party, he ie in direct touch with the Senate's Forelgn
Affairs Committee; by way of his Cabinet, he works in closest cooperation
with the Department of State. Beyond that the American system of government
enabled an ambitious and energetic president to seize initiative and power in
foreign politics, provided that he is backed by the American public, eince the

people is the real soverelgn of America.
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According to the Constitution, decieion over peace and war rests with
Congreee and not with the Executive. Nevertheless this same Comstitution
leaves enough power in the President's hande to send diplomatic notes and
take measures which may force Congrees to support his war-policy even against
1ts better judgment.

This actually happensd under President Wilson; the example of
President Hoosevelt shows that it may happen again, since he came closer to
war within two menthe than Wilson did in two years.

President Hoosevelt's official policy is a dietinct menace to peace.

He is & Wilsonian, coming from the atmosphere of the Versallles Treaty whose
genselessness he is incapable of understanding and toue n;n speak of the
European status quo and the "sanctity of treaties" in one and the same breath,
He possesses an only naive idea of the forces which are at work in the
totalitarian countries, especially in Greater Germany. His moraliem is in
striking contrast to his prejudices, and thie inducee him to vlew all the
political needs and tasks of these times in a light of wrong simplification.
Personally a Germanophobe, he is prepared for anything against Germany, Italy
and Japan.

His Secretary of State, Cordell Hull is, by origin, ancestry and up-
bringing, a country-gentleman, an excellent speaker, but a bad pyscholegist.
A member of Wilson's school, he is a narrow-minded moralist even more
prejudiced than President Roosevelt. He combines moral sermons with economic
imperialism and is chiefly responsible for America's pro-British course. Hie
Department of State is more or less convinced of Eritain's greatness and

benevolence and sold on the idea of a free alliance of the Democracies, above



all, on the idea of an Anglo-Saxon Brotherhood of nations,

It 45 an open secret that there exist certain political, military and
financial alliances between President Hoosevelt's government and those of
France and Britein, even though Secretary Hull denled their existence...

The East Coast is all for Joiming the front of the democracies, for a die-
eriminating neutrality and practical allience by way of material supplies. At
this point, Jewlsh influence ie most effective.

In the way of such mctivities ie the Senate where south and west are
strongly represented. Basically it is the bulwark of foreign political tra-
dition, for isclation that is deeply rooted in the national consclence, for
neutrality in America's own interest, against participation in any European
wars, but practically, it is strongly influenced by the Democratic Party and
the ageressive war policy of President Roosevelt. Here in the Senate are
some of the sworn enemies of President Roosevelt's policies, men like Hiram
Johnson, Rovert M. La Follette (Wisconsin), Gerald P. Nye (North Dakota) ,
Arthur H, Vandenberg (Michigan), and Robert R, Reymolds (North Carclina). Of
the leading Republican Senators, only Senator Norris of Neoraska has fallen
for the Roosevelt policy, the same Norris who was cne of the six Senatore
voting against the "delusion of war' during the World War,

ine Republican Party speaks its oppositional mind through ex-Fresident
Hoover whose autherlty is again on the upgrade. On the other hand, Henry L.
Stimeson, his Secretary of State, works for Roosevelt's and Hull's foreign
policy. A really equal opponent of Roosevelt, especially as a propagandist and

politician, is still wanting.



BUT By TEE D c OLOGY OF THE AMER + This is the motive
power behind his forelgn policy as it is the declsive inducement of American
public opinion, It is the sense and meaning ot all American policles, of

all American propaganda in peace or war. Nothing can limit or coerce the
American ideology, and, therefore, the American people now bear a tremendous

responsibility.

(The book was published in 1929, put a few months
after the outbreak of the war.)
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WASHINGTON

/:'"-" THE WHITE HOUSE

March '. 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

What should I do about
this?

F. D. R.

W

Memor for the President far from

Genepkl Watson, 3/6/41 as follows: "Governor
Cox/of Florids phoned to say that, through his
Atlanta contects, he has learned that a word from
the President to the Governor would pass the

pipe line bill, if that is the President's

wish. He said he heard that Secretary Knox

wag very anxious to have this from a netional
defense standpoint, and he stands ready to

serve in any way he can.”

" ! Fi) / M‘;‘:f,
Forwa F0+ 1
w .

b wuﬂ,‘* ﬂ.t_p-b A :1 C'I L=



OFFICE OF PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT &
SOCIAL SECURITY BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 11, 1341

A ___ 3

My dear Mr, President:

I am returning your confidential memorandum

of March 3 which I have read with a great deal of

interest.
Hespectfully yours,
Donald M. Nelson
Director of Purchases
The President

The White House

Encleosures
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Maroh 3, 1941

DECLASBIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of ths U.3.

— By ¥W. J. Stewart Dntfwyz

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. DONALD NELBOHN

I think this will interest
you. Please return. This is, of

gourse, confidential.

f. Dc R. ,ftmh
Enclosures

LET TO THE President 2/21/41 from Sec.
Ickes enclosing photostatic copy of

let. to Congr. Compton White from J. P.
Wileon of Troy, Montana dated 2/14/41

re the J. Nelles Lumber Company monopoly
on lumber and logging busineese in Lincoln
Coun tllr-.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

April 2, 1941,

My dear Mr, President!:

I want to thank you again for your courtesy in asking me to be
one of your guests on the POTOMAC during recent days., I badly needed
the rest that I was able to absorb and I know that those days at sea,
éven when we were tossed about more than some of us land-lovers relished,
were good for all of us, But, most of all, I delighted in the fine
fellowship of a congenial group of men,

But I presume to express the hope that you will not go into such
waters again on the POTOMAC, TYou are too preeminently valuable at this
time of crieles to submit yourself to the least possible risk, I hope
that you will not regard this volunteered advice as an impertinence,
but will take it for what it ie intended, namely, a sincere observation
by one who is devoted to you and who realizes what an irreparable tragedy
the civilized world would suffer if anything should happen to you,

You no lenger belong to yourself but to the cause of humanity,
which no one can serve so well as you,

Sincerely yours,
ol T A oy
e —

Becretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,
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The Benjamin Franklinm
Chestout at Ninth Strest
CoOFPT Fhiladelphia
April 4, 1941,
Mora

Erivaie
Dear Becretary Ickes:

I was sorry yesterday im Washington not to be able to get im touch
with you, I wanted to submit you

a) The snclosed memo on a very dangsrous fellew [ the species
of the Comsunist agent in practical service of Nazi-Fasclsm is becoming
more fraquent); yeu'll decids mbout it,

b) an authentic account of Popa's state of mind —- and a reminder
of tha political necesslty to decide about an Italian liberal dally,

I have at last succesded (as you'll read) im having first rate men,
respected by everybedy; btut monsy and means -- it is not for me to finmd.

¥hy did I say “"respscted by everybody!™ Becauss the Italian masses
through the U, 8, are vary good; what has been rotten for years
in Italian bosses in New York. A new leadership might provoke miracles,

Since I had somsthing to subalt to the President (I'11l $ell
you) I added the meme on IL FROGRESSO mnd sald that I was getting in touch
with you.

Here I am for the procesdings of the Acadsmy of Political Sciences
and leaving next Bunday morning for my University of Virgiaia -- always
roady and pleassd to come and ses you,

S8incerely yours,
(8gd) Bforza.
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I. Neither Lyndon nor his advisers want the President to make
any public statement or do anything in the way of expressing a personal
choice of one candidate over another,

A. The President should realize that he can depend on

the diseretion of Lyndon and Wirtsz because he had an example

of it in connection with the Presidential pre=nomination

campaign in Texas in 1940,

B. The Johnson supporters have more disoretion than to
invite the oharge of "dietator."

II. The leading sandidates are sertain to be

4. Anti-administration, anti-New Deal, and particularly
anti-Roosevelt, viz,
(1) Martin Dies
(2) Governor 0'Daniel (who is worse than Dies as an
opponent to every liberal measurs)
B. Administration's friends
(1) Maury Maveriok - who oouldn't possibly get to
first base
(2) Wright Patman = who was smeared with the MoKesson-
Robbins tar
(3) Lyndon Johnson = whose batting average is 1000
C. Unbranded and unknown - a possibility but hardly a threat -
Mann, the Attorney Genmeral, is the most likely,



I1I. Johnson is the best bet
A, Neither Dies pnor 0'Daniel are invincible, az some Texas
politioians represent. These same political wlseaores were saying
Garner was invincible in Texas in 1940,
B, Johmson has record as a liberal because of
(1) His eleotion to Congress on New Deal = New Court
issue
(2) His voting record
(3) His fight on Garner and support of Third Term
(4) His prominence in Congressional Campaign of 1940.
€. Johnson is
(1) A good oampaigner
(2) A good organizer
(5) Colorful
(4) Personally popular
(6) A political "patural”
D, Johmson has offers of suppert, vie:
(1) Charles Marsh, publisher of newspapers in Austin,
Waoo, Beaumont, FPort Arthur, Texarkana, Wichita Fallas
(2) Houston Hart, publisher of newspapers in San Angelo,
Corpus Christi, Brownsville, Lubboeck, Mineral Wells, Marshall
(NOTE: Both of the above publishers have urged Johnson to
make the race and are running editorials. Their

papers cover practioally all second and third rate
oities in Texas.)
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(3) Johnson has personal friemds om staffs of papers
in Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth and El Paso, but is not yet
oounting on support there.

(4) Johnson has had telegrams from practically all
sections, among those offering active, emergetic support
being

(a) Bill MoCraw, former Attorney Gemeral and
a politioal powsr
(b) Tom Miller, Mayor of Austin
(e) A mass meeting in Corpus Christi
(d) sSid Richardson, of Fort Worth, & good New Dealer
(5) Johnson has assurances of substantial finanecing.
IV. The President should see Johnson because
A. Johnson's loyalty entitles him to this ocourtesy, even
though the President should say that he is in nowise interested
B. Johnson can make suggestioms,which the President may or
may not agree to, that would be helpful without direotly involving
the President in the campaign
C. Johmson's present inolination is not to rumn. He needs
enoouragement from his friends. Without involving himself in any
way, the President can inspire Lyndon as no one else oan. By
inepiring and encouraging,the President may save a bad situationm,
without risk to himself, and help the Liberal cause



D. The President should not be deterred by Texas politiclans
who gave him erroneocus sdvice on the Texas political situation in
1940

E. Having heard from the other side, it would make the

Liberals feel better if the President would hear from "our side."
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 18, 1941

sravass N

MEMORANDUM FOR H. L. I.

¥hat do you think of thias?
I feel very sympathetio.

F. D. R.

Enclosure

Memo for FDR 4/16/41 from Jim Rowe
re getting Job for Gardner Jackeon.

Rowe suggest Consumers' Counsel of Bit.
Coal Com.

ﬁS1L!%31FI”3I Lt o
By Depuly Archivist of a3 B.5e

FEB 24 1972

By W. Jd. Eiewart Late
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

April 24, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

Here are some quotations from prominent Fremch contempo-
raries of Petain's at the time of the last World War, which
may be interesting,.

Sincerely yours,

Wﬁﬁ.«d‘,

‘h—-——i“
Secretary of the Interior,

The Presideat,
The White House,



4w22-41

) e
# I.-

COPT
Memoire of Marghal Joffre, The Battle of Verdun

(9 and 10th, June 1§16) page 222,

"The firm countenance of Foch, who had come to headquarters,
had calmed the excessive fears: in fact, Petain had again alermed
everybody."

The Battle of Verdun (June 26, 1915) page 227.

"This conversation made me fear that Petain let himself still
be impressed by the enemy, and I had to specify again that he
must continue a strong resistance on the right bank of the Meaune
without being influenced by the risk of possibly lesing material.®

Poineare: In the Bervice of France. The Troubled Year.

Page 267, November 4th, 1917,

"fhe Tiger arrives — = = Very cordial conversatiom. He
speaks of Petain whom he judges with a sympathetic understanding.
The best of our chiefs, although with resolutions of complacency
and comradeship his ideas are sometimes a 1little wrong; sometimes
he has annoying words of pessimiem and digeouragement,”

In the Service of France = VTictory and Armistice,

1918 by R. Poinecare.

Monday, March 25th, (page 96)

"Glemenceau, whom I met when going to the polnts where the
last bombs fell, went to see Petain yesterday at Complegne.

He reproaches him with an sxsggerated pessimism, Imagine, the
President of the Council told me that if we were beatenm, it
would be dus to the English,

Tussday, March 26 (page 88)
50lemenceaun takes me to the side and says: Petain is

annoyed dus to his pessimism., Imagine that he told me something



(

which I would not confide to anyone but you, It's this sentence:
The Germans will beat the English in flat country; after which
they will beat us too, BShould a Gemeral talk er even think
like thisl"
s+ (page 89)

"Milner talks to me sbout Petain without any enthusiamsm,
He is not in the least disposed to subordinate Douglas Halg to
him. He is much more favorable towards Foch, and thinks that
it might be interesting to entrust at least him to coordinate

the anction of ths allied armies,

¥ednesday, March 27th (page 91)

"At 11 o'eleck Couneil, to which Clemenceau has called
all the Under-secretaries of State. Before the meeting,
Clementel reporte to me that Joffre has sald to him: Although
I am restrained, I see and I Imow enough to understand that
Petain has sinned by the same faults as when he wanted to
abandon Verdun, Ome can save the situation 1f ome wants it
seriously®...

(Page 93). Loucheur is very dissatisfied with Petain whom
he finds entirely defeatist and who told him a few days age!

"They should call a peace conference”, About this, Loucheur
consulted with Foch, whom he has kmown & long time and who
answered him: "This is madness, We have kmown madnesses."

Thureday, March 28, (page 94)

The Marshal Joffre,.,. He declares that he had foreseen
all that happened with Petain, He says that Petaln and Anthoine
both lack character.”

Monday, April 15,
Yoch is un:uututnur. that afterwards we can take
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some part in the offemsive. He declares that his connections
with Petain are good, that on he second plane, as sxscutor
Petain is perfect, but that he withdrawe from responsibilitien
and he cannot command as chief,

Friday, Jume 7th (page 222)

Foch came to Paris.... I have been closer to Petain im order
to make him understand my thoughte better. I am sending him
Weygand to work with him if necessary. Petain neads to be
supported and encouraged. I take all responsibilities and I am
telling him so. He would be of the opinion to shorten the
front.

"The Tiger" by Martet.

Clemenceau: "In Doullens, I found myself between two
men: One who told me that we were lost and the other who went
m::anlih:-ﬂ-nnlﬁommnﬂﬁt. I said to
myself: "Let's try Foch; at least we will die with the gun
in our hands." I let that man go who was sensible and full
of reasons whe was Petain. I adepted this madman who was Foch,
It wae the madman who pulled us out of thers.”

(Pranslation)



COPFPTY 4-21-41
FRON “BATTLE FOR THE WORLD" BY MAX WERNER
(PAGE 185-186)
¥...0n December 22, 1939, in the fourth month of the war, de
Korillie warned in L'Epoquet

'It was a matter of comvincing Marshal Petain that he

must resign himself to accept leadership of a cabinet of
national union imto which the most notorious defeatists
and Seyse-Inquarts (the Austrian Quisling) would be
introduesd, According to the plotters, the aged marshal
would have unwittingly played a role analogous to that of
Hindenburg, opening the door to a Hitler in = moment of
despondency. It will be admitted that this idea could not
have been fora in Fremch minde,!

These revelations were ignored, and half a year later they
became a reality. TYet it would be wrong to represent the defeat
of France as the result of am intrigue, a comnspirecy, It was
the result of the mation's total crisis, But the surrender
iteelf wygs the result of a comspiracy, deliberately sought,
caleulated, and prepared by the defeatiste, During the war the
leading circles among the Fremch defeatists chose and accepted
defeat in advance as a means in the domestic struggle. Hitler's
victory was to bring them to power. To them Hitler's victory
wae a solution for Framce, the mecessary condition and guarantee
for their rise to power. As early as Octeber 8, 1938, just after
Munich, de Kerillis prophetically asked this question about Flandin:

'"What does he want?! What does he hope for! Does he emvision

the moment when Germany, domimating the world, will impose upon

our country whatever regime and men it wishegl®

LE
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR \
WASHINGTON

7

May 12, 1941. ’(..z'f ~

My dear Mr, President:

There came to Jans a few days ago, from Professor Hans Eohn of
Smith College, a letter containing the following suggestions!

"It may be wise to precede any definite action not so much with the
declaration of war or peace aims, but with a summone to make peace, a peace
which would be in concordance with the sentiments of the overwhelming
majority of the American people. For political reasons this peace proposal
could use to a certain extent the words used in the Flve Points peace
program of the Pope in his Christman 1939 message. The summons should be
addressed not to Chancellor Hitler but to all the warring nations (and the
Duteh, Norwegian and similar peoples to be considered as warring nations).
The terms offered should be general, alsc to Germany, nmot terms of victor
and vanguished, but terms of a democratic world order. The British could
anewer that they accept these terms. Hitler would never accept them. But
the feeling in America would be to a greater extent unified around the war
affort, if such an attempt should precede, which would at the same time
gerve to clarify the war issuss and the peace aims.

"Such a delegation or summons should not contain an emphasis on
negative aims (destroy Hitlerism, etc.), but on positive goals which also

would direct and inspire the war effort."”
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1 have talked with Dr. Eohn myself on ome or two occasions and 1
have found him very able and very suggestive. It was he who first predicted
to Jane and me that Hitler would proceed to take Holland and Denmark before
attempting a final blow at England, His reasoning impressed me atl the time
and it has since been borme out by events. He ie a Sudeten German by
descent. He fought in the German Army some years &g0 and after the Armistice,
taught in various parte of Europe. He is now a naturalized citizen and
professor of history at Smith College.

Sincerely yours,

1Z¢Eﬂwtnhﬁhiféar55;;’$LE’

-Iii'_.——“
Becretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

May 13, 1941,

My dear "Missy":

Shortly after I returned to my office after seeing you this morning,
Mr. Clark Eichelberger, the Executive Director, I believe, of the Commlttee
to Defend America by Alding the Allies, came in to see me., He proceeded to
weap on the corner of my desk, as I had shed briny tears on yours. If any-
thing, he was more lugubricus than I had been. It is his opinion that if
Wheeler and Nye are allowed to circulate throughout the West in opposition
to the policles of the Administration, without the slightest attempt belng
made to answer them, the Administration will lose by default the debate on
the pending defense bill.

He has appealed to Senator Barkley for assistance in getting Administration
Senators to go out and meke speeches, but to no avall. He has appealed to
the White House without result. He finds that no one feels like taking the
initiative in the absence of knowledge, first, of the President's policy
and second, of the President's willingness that speeches should be made.

He felt, as I have already expressed it to you, that Lindbergh is galning
and that people are becoming confueed and anxicus in increasing numbers.

He has talked with Willklie, who belleves that it would not be proper
for him to make additional speeches because his doing so might be

migunderstood as trying to snatch leadership from the Commander-in-Chief,



to whom he has sworn fealty.
I could write you much more to the same general effect, but I have
sald enough. This is the sort of thing that I get day by day.

Sincerely yours,
et T

Secretary of the Interior.

Miss Marguerite LeHand,
The White House.



' THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

May 17, 1941,

My dear Mr, Prealdent:

It is not customary, I kmow, to make a present to
the father when a child has been born, but 1t might be
a good thing at that, And you are & breaker of prace-
dents! You have had a coveted present lying on your top-
most ghelf for so long a time that it is covered with dust
and cobwebs, How about dusting 1t off and sending it
over to the Interior Building?

1 pelieve that it was Longfellow who wrote!

WMhis is the forest primeval,

The towering pines and the hemlocks

Stand like druids of o0ld,"

Sincerely yours,

ﬁ,ﬂ%

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,
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AW THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
May 19, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND
RETURN.

P'I DI R-

Letter from the Secretary of the Interior,
5/16/4L1 to the President, with enclosed
letter and telegram he received from

Alfred Bergman, Savoy Plaza, 5/15/41 and
5/16/41, in re surrender of France, suggesting
that U.S, take over Martinique and French
Guiana, and that the official representatives
of General De Gaulle are M. Gerald

DeSaint Andre and M. Jazques Desieyes, and
that he would be glad to accompany either or
both of them to Washington.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 19, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
SECRETARY ICKES:

To read and return for my files.

F.D.RE.

Letter from Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., "Enroute",
4/29/41 to Miss LeHand, with enclosed letter
he recelved from Pat O'Brien, 4/19/41, suggesting
a heavy patrgl along the shores of Lake Mead

gt Boulder Dam.
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o THE WHITE HOUSE
WARHINGTON
July 8, 1941,
MEMORANDUM FOR

THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUDGET

I agres with the recommendation
of Jume 16th in regard to the guarding
of power and reclmmation dams, eta.
Please send up an immediate appro=
priation sstimate.

F. D R \

Memorandum Tor the President from Hon. John

B. Blandford, Jr., &/18/41, roturning letter

to the President from Secy. Iokes, dated 6/2/41,
with attached lettar from Cornalina Vanderbilt,
Te., £/73/41 in ro heavypatrol mt shorss of Lake
Uond &t Boulder Dam. Copy of memo Trom Budget
in mmr flles.
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projects, The

has made an extensive survey in this connec-
endorses the request of the Department of the Interior
and to
where necessary.
of §50
and the

Representatives of the War Department and of the Federal Power

Commission, as well as representatives of the Bureau of Reclamation,
Power

urged that protective measures be taken for these

Bil1,
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pnnd) John B. Blandford, Jr.



——

T —————

For recomsendatlon.

F. D. R.
Enolosures

Latter from the Secretary of the Interlor, 5/2/41
to the President, returning lettar from Neil
Vandarbilt, 4729/ LaHand, with attached
lstter he recel ok O'Brisn, SELssting

a heavy patrol along the banks of Lalie Mead at

Boulder Dam,
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON

JUN -2 1941

»

The White House.

The

By dear Mr, President:
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Singerely yours,

’Sgd.) HAROLD L, ICKFS
Seoretary of the Interior.

Eneclosure 2713328,



_,.-""'".-
¥,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

v

THE SECRETARY

May 23, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Many thanke for letting
me see the attached,

CH

—— e T e i




THE WHITE HOUSE \i”
WASHINGTON 5‘ |

'Ii.. pall |

May 19, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND
RETURN.

r- n- R-



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

May 16, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:
For your information, I am enclosing a telegram
Just received from Alfred Bergman,
I also enclose a letter from Bergman which has just
come in,
Sincerely yours,

ool 7S A

Secretary of the Interiar,

The President,
The White House,

Enca,

Bl PHdy

BF
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The-Savoy-Praza- 'H -

FIFTH AVENUE 58™ TO 59" STREETS

AT CENTRAL PARK 'HE =

NEW YORK

May 15, 1941

The Hon. Harold L. Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior,
Department of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Secretary:

I am afraid I am right again. The mistake
of the Democracles has been to belleve in men
who have proven rotten to others. Men don't
change. And he who plays with the Devil, who-
ever the victim may be, wlll always pay.

I hope now we wlll not delay recognizing
General de Gaulle. A great deal can still be
saved 1f we do. Martlnlque and French Gulana
could then be taken over tooc., Why do we walt
until we lose every chance? The History of our
time will show that the mistake in belleving
in the wrong men has caused most of the misery
of our time. We muat change fast where we szee
our mistake and not walt until all 1s lost.

Sincerely,




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON —

May 24, 1941.

My dear Mr, President:

My own belief is that the Germans will not create an
incident for us until Hitler is ready to strike and then he
will strike, incident or no incident. I know that we cannot
cold-bloodedly go to war with Germany, but isn't there some-
thing that we could do to clarify the issue, guch as declaring
& general emergency or announcing that all of our Pacific fleat
has been ordered to go imto the Atlantic, excepting only those
ships which represent the minimum requirement in the event that
Japan goes berserk! I have always understood that Japan cannot
strike at our Pacific coast any more than we can strike Japan.
Personally I would like to see both of these steps taken.

Sincerely youra,
Aot ZE Lo

Secretary of the Interlor.

The President,
The White House.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

May 29, 1941.

My dear Mr. President:
Ip wonder if you have remembered to give a tip to Henry

Morgenthau that you are interested in the elaction of Lyndon
Johnson in Texas.
Sincerely yours,

(Signed) HAROLD L. ICKES
Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.

Original of this letter sent to the Secretary of the Treasury
as per President's notation, 6/4/41.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 14, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

Thank you ever so much for
letting me see the enclosed.

F. D. R,

Letter to the Secretary of
the Interlor from Mr. Esteban
Santlago-Marquez, re protecting the
island of Martinique.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

June 13, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:
I am sending you the enclosed.letter from Mr,
Zateban Santiago-Marques for your information.
, Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,
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June 16, 194l.

Dear Harold:-

I 414 not have the -ltﬂhn thought of
your planting that story. It and other story by
Alsop and Kintner hed very thoroughly got -Lru.
utnﬂlhmu-hnthumg- be-
cause of the fact that no decent ecolumnist ought to
print stories which would hurt the prosecution of
our defense program.

You are right that Plerson and Allen
could have got their story from a dosen or hundreds
of souroces -- but they ought %o bave realised that
it would have been more patriotic for them not o
have broken the wing of the baby chiok before it
vas out of the nest.

In the same way, Alsop and Kintner's
story about an Amriecan destroyer dropping depth
near a Qerman submarine ought not to have

been printed whether i1t was true or not.

That, incidentally, 1s why 1% 18 a
mighty good thing that both you and I are scon-
tinuing our ridicule of the calumnist columnists!

‘ aver yours,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

AL, Fldy



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

June 12, 1941.

My dear Mr. President:

Vhen I lunched with you on Wednesday, you expressed a vigorous
opinion with respect to the Merry-go-Round column that had appeared
that morning, in which uncomplimentary things were said about Lowell
Mellett and the fallure to establish a Morals Division., As I told you,
I had not read this column but I 414 so that evening. I would say that
it clearly was the work of Bob Allen,

I wondar if I was wrong in my impression that you thought that I
had "planted" this story.

The reason for my writing thie letter is to tell you that I did
not. I have not even ssen Bob Allen since I ran across him at the time
that John and Anna Boettiger were 1n Washington last winter. I went up
to their room in the White House and Bob was there., I have had neo
commnication with him since that occasion.

I 414 have Drew Pearson in recently, Jjust after you sent up the
nomination of Jack Dempssy for Undar Becretary hara, When I was in
Florida last January, he had written a story saying that I had been
trying to ease Wirtz out as Under Becretary in order that Dempsey might
have the job. TYou know that situation and so I need not repeat it to
you. I did not want Pearson to print a twisted story after Deapeoy's

nomination had gone up and this was the subject matter of our talk.



To the best of my recollection, neither Lowell Hellett mor morale was
mentioned,

As & matter of fact, Bob Allen could have Picked thie story up
in a hundred places. There have been numerous conferences between
various individuals and groups on the question of a morale setup, many
of which I have attended, and scme of which I have not. A lot of
people have been genuinely comcerned about the lack of such an
organization and doubtless there has been much speculation and gossip
about the subject matter at cocktail parties and elsewhere,

In conclusion, may I say that the internal evidense in this
column ie conclusive that I could not possibly have "planted" the
story. My pame appears four times in the story and if I had "planted"
it, my name either would not have appeared at mll or it would have
appeared with different connotations. One does not beat himself over
his own shoulder and, as you kmow, it is the imvariable policy of
columnists who write on tips to protect the tipsters. Certainly I was
not protected in this instance, Moreover, I could have given a more
accurate statement of facts than the article contains.

What really bothers me about the whole thing is that you did net
glve me a chance to defend myself. While I am persuaded that you
suspscted me of doing something surreptitious to embarrass you = a thing
that I have not dome during all of the years that I have had the privilege

of serving under you —— it was not until I reviewed our talk in perepective



J il

that I really felt that in your kindly way you were accusing me on
Vedneesday. TYou should not forget, Mr. President, that I have enemies
in Washington, some of whom have ready access to you.

Bincerely yours,

S L oa
’%ﬂrﬁ-’—_ﬁ
Secretary of the Interior.

The Preslident,
The White House,
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

Juna 2, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

For several monthe now reports have come to me from varlous sources
about the plan of the Department of State to create a Caribbean Division
which will probably include Puertc Rico and the Virgin Islands. I have
had no commnication from the Department of State with reference to this
matter, The evidence is clear, not only that the State Department has
been considering some plan, but that 1t very definitely has done all that
it could to prevent any information of its doings from reaching me. Now
the newspapers are beginning to print stories, yet I have no offieial
information of whatever designs may be in the process of formulation with
respect to matters within the Jurisdiction of this Department.

In objecting, as I do to the possibility of this jurisdictionm of
Puerto Fleco and the Virgin Islands being transferred to the Department of
State, I may be objecting to something that is not contemplated, since I
have been studicusly kept inm the dark. However, the mere fact that the
State Department has not frankly approached me is some warrant to believe
that 1t is planning a surprise raid.

In the first place, the State Department le not an adminlstrative
agency. Its function is to look out for our foreign relations and in doing
this i1t represents Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands no less than 1t does

the reat of the Natiom.



Territorial administration and foreign relations are two entirely
separate and unrelated functions, The State Department has no experlence
or qualifications, as far as I kmow, in territorial administration. The
foreign office of Great Britain does not administer any colonies or
dominions, There is a separate office for that and I do not deny that there
would be a good mrgument for a separate Department for the same work here
if our territorial possessions were sufficient in size and represented
snough work to warrant it.

Loglcally, Puerto Eico and the Virgin Islands belong in the same
administrative agency that is charged with responsibility for Hawall, the
Philippines, Alaska, stc. On your own motion, early in 1933, you trans-
ferred jurisdiction of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands to the Department
of the Interier, which already had jurisdiction over Hawall and Alaska.
Tou did this because you saw the absurdity of dividing our Territories and
Islande among different agencies, At that same time you told me that you
would transfer the Philippines if the independence of those Islands were
not in the offing. Later you made this transfer anyhow and in doing that
you were following your own conslstent polley.

Puerto Hice and the Virgln Islands belong with their sister
Territories and Islands administratively. I do not see how any successful
administration could be set up that would imclude American, British and
possibly Dutch and French units. I am sure that there would be violent
opposition by the citizens of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands to what
would amount to m negation of their American citizenship and of the status

of their Islands as integral parts of the American Nation. More than this,



there are raclal and linguistic questions involved which would make such
a setup a veritable Tower of Babel.

If 1t be mlleged that under Interior the people of Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islande have not made the economic and soclal progress that they should
have made, my counter would be that we have done as well as a bunch of career
men, each of whom seems to have not only the facility, but the liking for
pulling against every other one, would have done, Necessarily, the success
of any Department with respect to Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands depends
upon leglslation and financial ability te do anything. These two Islands
have been consistently discriminated against in acts of Congress, just as
they were discriminated against, particularly Pusrto Rice, in the distribution
of relief funds.

I confess that we have not been able to furnish either Puerto Rico
or the Virgln Islande with a market for its sugar, but that has been no
fault of ours. I admit also that we could not do anything to prevent the
hurricane some five or eix years ago that lald the coffee bushes low. The
recovery from that severe blow has been a long, hard pull. However, I am
ready to maintain the proposition that, considering all of the circumstances,
including particularly lack of funds to ameliorate econmomic conditions, we
have done as good a Job as was possible. Of course, you and I kmow that,
fundamentally, the trouble in Puerto Rico is the birth rate. The cold and
austere gentlemen in the State Department might be able to do something
ebout that.

My own belief ie that the Department of State would be the last
Department in the Government with which to entrust this or any other

administrative function. It has had no experience and it is not equipped



for such duties as would devolve upon it., It could mot do the job as
economically as Interior has been doing it, and 1f our Islands and
Territories are to be divided between two Departments, that would mean
gtill more costly administration, as well as overlapping and jealousies.
Moreover, this scheme smacks somewhat of the setting up of & colonial
empire and I doubt very much whether that notion would set well with the
American pecple, especlally at a time when we are trying so hard to
persuade our South American neighbors and democracies everywhere that our
main interest in world affairs at this time is not based upon greed for
more tarritery.

You remarked at a Cabinet meeting recently, in explaining why you
wanted leaseholds to verious possessions rather than complete Jurisdiction
over the people, that the guestion of jurisdiction over the peoples would
raise difficult and trying questions.

Sincerely yours,

7;2’#,1:/2'3‘%

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.
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‘Q})‘ June 17, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR

I wish you would take this
up with Edgar Hoover. I think 1t
hae reaché@ his provinoe by now.
Frankly, I 4o not know Just what to
do about Pope. I saw him and he was
all milk and honey, but we all have
serious doubts about his connection
with the Fascists.

F. D. R.

Photostate of memoranda from
Count Sforza to Secretary Ickes
in re Generosso Pope and his tie-up
with the Fasclists.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

June 14, 1941,

Hy dear Mr, Fresident:
1 enclose herewlth coples of memoranda that came
attached to a letter from Count Sforsza.
Bincerely yours,

MJH%

Becretary of the Interiar,

The Presideat,
The White Housme,

sl
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June B3, 1941.

Dear Harold:-

I have yours of June 23rd recommending
the immedlate stopping of shipments of oll to Japan.
Please let me know Af this would continue So be your
Judgment if thias were to tip the delicate scales
and cause Japan to decide elther to attack Russia
or to attack the Dutoch East Indles.

Always sinocerely,

The Honorable
The Seorstary of the Interior,

Washington, D. C.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

June 23, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

There will never be so good a time to stop the shipment of
oil to Japan as we now have, Japan is 8o precccupied with what is
happening in Russia and what may happen in Siberia that she won't
venture a hostile move againet the Dutch Emst Ind.iu._

To embargo oil to Japan would be as popular a move in all parts
of the country as you could make, Recent expressions of sentiment
have demonstrated how the people feel on this subject, There might
develop from the embargoing of oil to Japan such a situation as would
make it, not only possible but easy, to get into this war in an ef-
fective way, And if we should thus indirectly be brought in, we
would avoid the criticlsm that we had gone in as an ally of commu-
nistic Bussia,

Sincerely yours,

Aferr et A0

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

Russia, England and then the United States of Americal Hitler
continues to fall upon his victims at his own time, He has taken on
one nation after another while the otherse have held back, believing
that somehow they would escape the fate that he has told them he has
in store for them, It may be difficult to get into this war the right
way, but if we do not do it now, we will be, when our turn comes, with-
out an ally anywhere in the world.

Psychologically, the war situation is now a difficult one, I
hope that we won't permit the isclationlste to get the jump on us and
undertake to prove that aid to England is aid to Stalin and communisem,
Lindbergh and Wheeler will lose no time in renewing their campalgn for
isolation, And they will have a new and formidable weapon, As a matter
of fact, Wheeler started in last night.

It seems to me that we have been caught unprepared in the domestic
field while the international situation is far from clear, Public sen-
timent is terribly confused, OCur enemies at home will busy themselves
in an intensive effort to resmlve thie confusion in favor of inevitably
destructive lsclation,

Sincerely yours,

The President, Secretary of the Interior,
The White House,



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1941,

My dear Mr., President:

At our last interview you challenged me to suggest a better man
than Enudsen to head up the defense program, with increased powers.
I nominats Bill Douglas, even although he would be a tremendous loss
to the Supreme Court. He has youth, energy, imagination and declsive-
ness., Moreover, you would mever have any doubt as to whom he was
working for, He is used to glving orders and not recelving them, a
quality that is now both needed and lacking. He is a liberal whe
knows why he is a liberal, and he has been a loyal and intelligent
supporter of your administration.

Within his limitations, Mr, Knudeen has done & good job but his
1imitations mre obvious to everyoms. [ do not belleve that he can
overcome them at his age, with his background. Of his loyalty, ne
one can doubt. But loyalty alone will not defeat Hitler. I belleve
that Bi1l Douglas has all of Knudsen's qualities, and more.

Sincerely yours,

il Vo o

—

Secretary of the Interior,

Tha President,
The White House.

~
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June 25, 1941,

My desar Mr, President!

I am replying to the question you asked me in youre of June 23
whether it would still be my judgment that we ought to stop the ship-
ment of oll to Japan "if this weres to tip the delicate scales and cause
Japan to decide either to attack Bussia or to attack the Dutch East
Indiea”,

As I see the situation, Japar will make no decision to attack
¢ither Buseia or the Dutch East Indies until it is pretty clear what
the outcome in Bussia will be, If Hitler, as I anticipate, smashass
Buseia, as he has other countries, it ie my guess that Japan will inwvade
Siberia, just mas Mussolinl went over the French border when he saw that
France was thoroughly licked, Japan will want to be in a poeition of
exacting from a victorious Hitler at least part of the loot., If Japan
goes into Biberia, I would not expect ber to attempt anything at the
Dutch East Indies, at least until she had consclidated her gains in
Siberia and found herself more comfortable in China,

In other words, I do not believe that Japan will attack the Dutch
East Indies in any event until the die 1is cast with respect to Russia,
Then she will attempt the Dutch East Indies if she chooses, whather or
not we are supplying her with oil, But it appears that the Dutch are
all ready to render these oil fields of no wvalus to Japan for approximately



s yoar and a half,

It is presumptucus of me to offer you advice in an international
matter and I may be wrong, However, I have followed the diplomatic
game with intense interest from the time that Italy invaded Abyssinia,
and I think that our State Department has made mistake after mistake,
I believe that it has done so particularly with respect to Japan, and
I don't think that contimuing m mistake will get us anywhere except
into trouble,

My dear Mr, President, we are not going to call the tune by which
Hitler will dance, And Japan is more tightly drawn into Hitler's web
by the German invasion of Bussia, Foreign wars cannot be fought with-
out o1l and gasoline, and we are furnishing Japan with this sine qua
non in order to fight against what we are fighting for,

And so, with diffidence, I continus to belleve that this is the
best time that we will ever have to stop sending oil to Japan,

Sincerely youre,

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House,
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

June 28, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

The other day I suggested Bill Douglas to head up your
defense organiszation, I did that because I believed that Barmey
Baruch could not be persuaded to take over, I still think that
Bill Douglas would be an excellent man, much better than Enud sen,
but I do not believe that he would do as well as Baruch, I under-
stand why Baruch, on account of his age, might hesitate to take on
such an onerous job, but since I wrote you about Douglas I have been
wondering whether he could not be persuaded to do so, His experi-
ence and disposition are such that he could carry this tremendous
load better than anyone slse and the people would have confidence
in him because he did the same kind of a job, and did it eo
admirably, twenty yeare ago.

Sircerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House,
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and wish this flu would olear up.

As ever yours,
The Nonorable

The Seorstary of the Interior
Washington, D. 0. i



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOM

June 30, 194l.

-

My dear Mr. President:

1 utterly fall to understand your letter toc me of June 25. TYou
say!

"The difference of opinion arose not over limitation of exports
from the Eastern Coast but over your commnications to General Maxwell
on the general subject of petroleum exports to Japan."

S¢ far as my files dieclose, I have commnicated only once, except
in a routine way, with General Mamwell, and that was under date of June
11, That letter led up to the followlng request:

"As Petroleum Coordinator for National Defense, I would like to
recelve from your office complete information as i all export licenses
which bave been approved covering petroleum shipments to Japan, the
quantities and grades of petroleum and petroleum products which have
been shipped thereunder; the guantities and grades remaining unshipped
under each such license; and the remaining effective #me under which
shipments may be made under approved licemse,."

A copy of this letter was sent to the Secretary of Btate.

It will be noted that I was merely ssking for information im this
letter. I was not undertaking to formulate or direct internatiomal
policies. I felt justified in asking General Maxwell for any information
in his possession with respect to oil, because there had been sent to him a



copy of your order making me 011 Coordimator, I believe that I had

the right to assume that you sent him this copy because you expected
him to cooperate with me, and at least one way to cooperats, perhaps the
only way, would be to furnish me with such information as I requested
in my letter., I do not see how a man can function effectively as
Petroleum Coordinator unless he is in full possession of all the facts
relating to the production and dietributiom of oil. And to ask for
information does mot even presuppose action based upon that information,

You say further:

"For this remson I insisted to you in my letter .of June 18 that
your writ did not run in the field of export comtrol policy.”

I did not suppose that it did, and I suggest that I have done no
act indicating a disposition to take over any of the functions of the
Secretary of Btate, The most that can be charged against me 1s that I
askced the Treasury to suggest to those who proposed to ship a consign-
ment of oll from South Philadelphia to Japan mot te load the boat until
I had had an opportunity to guggeat that you do what you did later,
pamely, bring such shipments as these within your policy of export
contrel. That you did this within a few days is some indication that
my suggestion was not an inappropriate one, Certainly what I did calmed
the storm of public opinion that was beginning %o rage along the Atlantie
Const, As a matter of fact, your modified policy, as later annocunced,
went further than my original suggestiom,

Ever since I began to serve as Petroleum Coordinator, I have made



it clear that shipments of oll to Japan was a matter for the Depart-

ment of Btate. EHundreds of letters of protest have been coming in to

me against that poliey and I have referred them to the Secretary of State,
advising the writers of the reference, without comment by me. I have
refused to make any public comment om this policy further than to say
that 1t was a matter within the socle jurisdiction of the State Depart=
ment.

It should further be added that, after my request to the Treasury
to suggest that the loading of the oil intended for Japan be held up
temporarily, I did direct Assistant Coordinator Davies to get in touch
with General Maxwell by telephome to gonvey %o him gur hope that he would
prepare and send to the State Department for presentation to you, if
approved by that Depariment, an order slong the line that you subsequently
signed, Mr. Davlies assures me that his conversation with General Max-
well related only to shipments from the Atlantic Coast. Subsequently
he wrote General Mazwell a letter, a copy of which I did not see until
the other day. Mr. Davies made 1 ¢ clear in thie letter that he was
interested only in shipments from the Atlantic Coast, not confined to
shipmen ts to Japan,

Perhaps I may relterate again that our concern related merely to
shipments from the Atlantic Comst; it was not dirscted toward shipments
to Japan alone, In the criticiems that have been directed toward me for
suggesting a policy, which within a few days came to be accepted as
sound, the fact that we also held up temporarily a shipment to Australia

seems to have been overlooked.



I have not attempted to imterfere with the policy of the State
Department but I did not know that I am not supposed to have an opinion
with respect to 1t and some of its policies. I do nmot recall that I
have ever taken upon my shoulders duties or responeibilities with respect
to the conduct of our foreign affairs, although there have been times when
I have expressed my opinien, particularly to you. As a matter of fact,
since the helium incident, I have been reluctant to communicate in any
way with the Department of State on account of the hostility that 1a
all too apparent in that Department toward me, because in all good con-
science, I could not abdicate the statutory responslbllity that was
mine, in spite of the pressure, both proper and improper, that was
brought to bear upon me by the Department of State, Frequently I have
sent to you communications that, in ordinary couree, I would have sent
directly to the Department of State, These communications have
generally related to some refugee matter in which my interest was
sought and some have consisted in making accessible to you communica-
tions from Count Sforza and others,

It 1 not my fault that the State Department is so regarded by many
people that they will not even attempt to communicate with 1t directly,
For my part, I have kept aloof because I feel that thers would be an
initial prejudice against any suggestion that I might make to 1t, elither
on my own behalf or enm the behalf of someons elsme,

I have not been able to overlook the lack of a friendly tonme in

letters that have come from you recently, Most of these have related to



something in connection with my duties as Petroleum Coordinator,
Perhaps you are no longer satisfied with me in general, but certainly
it ie clear that my services as FPetroleum Coordimator do not mest with
your approval,

Accordingly, I am offering my resignation as Petroleum Coordimator
for National Defense, and I urge that 1t be glven effect at the close
of business today,

A change can be made now without teo much disturbance, since the
organization 1s in its early stages, You can appreciate that it ie
impossible for me to continue if a mere request for informatlon is to
be regarded ms a violation of the proprieties that calls for such a
letter to me as I would not have supposed that you would ever sigm,
And as to the State Department, you may be assured rtht in the future,
a8 in the past, I will not attempt to exercise ite functions, however
mich I may disapprove of the manner in which they are being exercised,

Sincerely yours,

Har ol e L ay

Secretary of the Interier,

The President,
The White House,



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR <
WASHINGTON

July 3, 1941,

My dear Mr., President:

Your letter of July 1, with reference to the proposal te
call together here in Washington a congress or parliament of
democratic countries, is before me. Obviously, now that l.u.ul-
1§ with us, even if not of us, this could not be done without
great embarrassment and, therefore, it should not be done at all.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Ianterlor,

The President,
The White House.
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MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

Will you be good enough to
prepare a very nice personal letter
for me to send to Bayre?

F. D. Re
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July 21, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

Under date of July 1 you said in a letter to me: "Tou are doing a grand
Job as Petroleum Coordimator —— so much so that it occurs to me as if you
will have to take under your manly bosom the coordination of the whole power
sltuation if things should get any worre. That would include, of course,
coal — hard and soft — waterpower and domestic consumption of all of them,"

There has just been brought in to me a release issued as of this date by
OPN which anmounces the appointment of J. A. Krug as OPN Coordinator for
Defense Power. The releass eays: "He will have full responesibility in thie
fleld ® » * OPM is now equipped to handle all defense power problems through
a eingle cleering office. The program has been worked out in close collabora-

tlon with Chairman Leland Olds and the staff of the Federal Power Commieseion

power systems, " The underscoring in the foregoing I have supplied.
This Department is by far the blggest power agency im the government,

In sddition to this, I am Chairman of the National Power Policy Committee,
I not only was not consuled, I had no intimation that such a move as this
was in prospect,

Last week Mr, Olde amnounced a new power program. He gave a release

to the newspapers carrying this program. Although this program had beea



worked out, at least im large part, by pecple onm the staff of the Power
Policy Committes, of which I am Chairman, Mr, 0lds never conmulted me or

any other mesber of my lmsediate staff. We had po advance knowledge that

he was prepared to glve to the public such a program. In effect, he vorked
up this program as Viee Chalrsan of the Power Policy Committes without con=
gulting the Chairsan, Hor i& this the sole instance that I could glve of Mr,
oldm, in effect, attempting to usurp the power of the Chairman of the National
Pawer Committee.

1 bave not expressed to you a dissest to this power program of Mr, Olds
tut 1 do dissent as to essentlal partlculars. In addl tlon, I take strong
exception to him misusing his pover as Vice Chairman of the Power Policy
Committes, just an I take exception to the statement of OPM that the new
getup in that organizatioz "hae been worked out in closo collaboration with
Ohairman Leland Olds and the staff of the Federal Fower Commisslon and with
lsading representatives of public powver agencloes azd the private power
ayatoms. *

1 wonder if you had been told that birth was about o ba given toc &
sew coordimator? Or are Olds and Lilienthal, asd now Erug, shorteutting you,
pe they have besn shortoutilng this Departzent for mamy monthal?

Blnceraly yours,
bl ST
Ssaretary of the Interlor.

The President,
The White Houses
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
1LOS ANGELES: DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH

July 21, 1941.

The Honorable Harold Ickes
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Secretary Ickes:

Since I mailed my last letter to you I have heard
from reliable sources of the plans and activities of the
Nazis in connection with the Azore Islands. It is quite
clear that the Germans were terribly disappointed by our
oceupation of Iceland. They hope now to get even with us
by controlling, as early as possible, the Azores and the
Canary Islands, If they are not taking immediate steps,
it is because they are so busy in Hussia, but if success-
ful, they will have no scruples about occupying the islands,
no matter what means they may have to employ.

I presume that the Administration is fully informed,
but my feeling is that we have very little time to lose.
If it is not possible for us, diplomatically or militarily,
to secure a foot-hold on this most important strategic
outpost, perhaps Great Britain might take the initiative,
and then we might assume the guardianship as we are doing
in Iceland.

Pardon me for suggesting things that may be very
evident to you, but it is well sometimes to have our con-
victions or impressions confirmed by other sources.

Looking forward to the pleasure of seelng you very
soon, I am

Cordially yours,

PAUL PERIGORD.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

July 29, 1941.

My dear Mr, President:

1 think that you will want to see the
enclosed copy of a letter from my friend Professor
Perigord, of whom I have already spoken to you.

Sincerely yours,

e rtnt T2l

The President,
The White House.






July 30, 1941.

MEQIANDUY FOR THE

CHLEF OF OPERATIONS: |

For your information.

FalaHa
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

July 21, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

Senator MclWary called me on the telephone last Friday to say that
he was leaving for Oregon Sunday evening and would probably return within
about ten days, depending upon the legislative situation on the Eill,

When he comes back he is going to ask for an appointment with you,
He believes that if you will see Bone and him alone and repeat firmly to
Bone what you have already told him both verbally and in writing, namely,
that you will not be satisfied with anything except a one-man administra-
tor for Bonneville to work under Interior, Bome will yleld, According
to McNary, Bone persists in the idea that you really do not care whether
1t should be a one-man administrator or a three-men independent board,
but if you drive the point home, MclNary belleves that Bone will go
along,

Sincerely yours,

Hrcordul 52 2

Secretary of the Interidr.,

The President,
The White House,
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

Angust 5, 1941,

1".I )&‘J\ My dear Nr., President:

Again I am writing to you when I would much prefer to tell you
vhat I have im mind, I do hope that this communication will be held
within the confines of your own office. It is as nearly as possible
for your own eyes alons,

1 have heretofore expressed my concern about the mamner im which
some contracts for war industries are being handled. I was greatly
chesred by the copy of the memorandum that you sent me recently, the
originale of which had gone to Jesse Jones and to Enudesen and Hillman,
advieing them that the policy of the govermment was against claumees in
managemant contracts glving an option to purchase.

As I understand the situation, your policy ie very properly the
sound one that when plants are built with Federal funds toc be managed
under comtract, the contract shall safeguard the government's investment
so that, at the end of the emergency, the government may sell, or lease,
or iteelf operate, or scrap, as its own best judgment may dictate.

This seems to me, as evidently it does to you, to be the only sound and
rational policy if we are to aveid a social and sconomic situation at
the end of the emergency that may well be as disastrous for our country
as would be a defeat at the hands of Hitler.

To come to concrete casee: For some time Jesse Jones had been
negotiating a contract for a magnesium plant near Laes Vegas, Nevada.
This plant would be dependent upon power from Boulder Dam and it would
have to have publie land upon which to be bullt. More recently Jesse
has been negotliating with Alecoa for at least one plant to be Puilt in
the Bomneville area, which plant would be operated under a management
contract.

I have repeatedly said to Jesse that I want to be in on these
contracte. He keeps telling me that the contracts have not yet been
agreed to and that "in a fev days® he will be ready to talk to me.
Every time that I talke the matter up he tells me that he will talk with
me "in a few days.” I insist to him that I want to be in on the
negotiatione from the beglinning, but, so far, all of my protestations
have come to maught. I keep telling him that I don't want to have



presented to me a contract that has been agreed to. Fut, in hies
immoveable way, he refuses to let me Imow what these contracts contain
or to discuse any of their terms with me, All that I have gotten so
far ie a remark from him over the telephone that Davis, the president
of Alcoa, is a "tough customer”,

For some time I have suspected that I am to be made the victim of
a squeeze-play by OPM and Jesse, They are likely to come into my
office with a completed contract containing one or mere termes that I
may regard as being against the public interest. Then they will try to
glve me the "bum's rush®. They will say, as they sald when Emudsen and
others came to my office to imeiet that I glve to Alcos the power at
Benneville that subsequently went to the Eeynolds Metals Company, that
there is mo consideration except that of defemse; that we haven't an
hour to lose and that it would be futile to start to negetiate all over
again & contract that is agreeable, say, to Alcoa and Jesse Jomes and
OFM. They will deliberately put me in the position of delaying defense
by haggling over terms that "are of no comsequence because the only
thing that matters is speed to prepare our defense,”

Two or three days ago I learned that the contract for the magnesium
plant at Las Vegas, Nevada, was in final form at OFN. I asked Jesse
Jones at Cabinet meeting on Friday whether he knew this fact. He
cheerfully admitted it, tut apparently, it lsn't ready to be submitted
to my profane eye. I asked Jesse when I was to have a look at it and
he seemed delightfully vagus about it all. I teld him again quite
definitely that I did not relish the idea of having contracts negotiated
and then submitted to me with a gun at my head. I told him that I had
the right to be in on these contracts from the beginning. I got exactly
nowhere with him.

Frankly, I do not like the looks of some things Jjust now, anymore
than I liks the emell of some othere, And I don't want to see a scandal
at the end of this Administration, I wish that you had or could find a
man whom you could turm loose with the power to come to any of us and
make us disclose anything and everything that he wanted to kmow about,
Tou can't do this Jjob yourself any more than you can expect people on
your staff who may be interested in putting something over, to glve you
advance notice of their imtentions. Jesese complained to me recently
because I had appealed to you from a decision of his not to let
Bonneville have momey to buy out the Puget Sound Light & Power Company.
He 1s still going through the form of "studying" that prepesition, but
I am not hopeful of the reeult.

S0 the burden is thrown upon some of us of bringlng to you matters
which arouse our susplecioms., I dom't like to do this becaunse the only
result, so far as I have been concerned is to get myself in wrong.
Jesse Jomes and I have always gotten along quite well, I respect his
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undoubted sbility, but I lmow that we don't have the same political
and social outlook., I dem't want to get imto a jam with Jesse. I
have troubles enough now wlthout wanting to lock horms with the most
powerful man in the Administration barring only yourself. Jesee is &
tough man to go up agalmet, especially at a time like this, when the
big business intereste are trying to shoulder all the rest of us out
of the way.

1 suspect that it would be much better for me persomally if I had
the ability to shrug my ehoulders and say: "Well, it is no comcern of
mipe." But I am & member of your Administration and everything that
concerns that Administration matters to me. Bven if it didn'%, my
concern for you and what is golng to be said abeut your Admimistraticn
when you are no longer here, is of very real comsequence to me.

Sincersly yours,

Mjﬁ%

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE m-rsmé’.‘ﬁ 2

J W oy
WASHINGTON o 2 (5%
August 28, 1941, Cre ‘%14 i
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My dear Mr, President:

1 have been thinking that lsbor, particularly, and people
in general would like to have from you personally an explanation
of the labor policies of the Administration, in connection with the
defense effort, While of course & labor strike cannot be permitted
to tie up an essential plant indefinitely, it must come as a shock
to laber to find either the Army or the Navy taking over such plants
as was done, first, in california and more recently in New Jersey.
I believe that labor would be more understanding if you told it pub-
licly and sympathetically that your fundamental views on and sympathy
with labor have not changed, put that it is simply out of the question
for labor to walk out and stay out when airplanes and ships have to
be bullt.

The general public does not seem to realize it, but, of course,
1abor ¥nows full well that business hasn't any too glean & slate itself.
But neither the Army nor the Navy takes over & plant when labor is work-
ing willingly, while manegement 1is recaloitrant.

At the beginning of the emergency, manufscturers throughout
the country refused even to sign contracts until they got what they
wanted in the way of an excess profits law and a satisfactory amortiza-
tion plan., As I remember it, Ford refused a big contract for airplane
motoras because a specified part of the product was to go 1o England.
Alecoa hma spent more than four full months diekering and haggling over
tarms for bullding and managing much needed gluminum plants.

Examples such as these eould be cited many times. But these
git-down strikes, although they result in much greater damege to our
defense program than all of the walk-out strikes put together, do not
interaat the newspapers. The result is that millions of people who want
to be falr are ignorant of the facts and unjustly griticise labor alone
when management should eome in for its share.

It seems to -me that this whole issue could be glarified for
the benefit of the country. 1 believe that the pecple would welcomé &
gtatement from you.

Sincerely yours,

Fouroll &AL ma
Secreta wmor

The Presldent,
The White House
Washington, D.C.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

September 17, 1941.

My dear Mr, President:

1 had "highly resolved" that I would never again mention to you
the question of national morale, However, one cannot read or listen
to people who come to one's office, let alonme make any trips into the
hinterland, without becoming frightened. I am thoroughly frightened,
We are being drawn nearer and nearer to actual warfare, but the people
of the United States, generally speaking, have no conception of the
1ssues involved that are vital, not only to their security but to the
future well-being and happiness of themselves and their children, Lack-
ing this, they have no wish to fight, and lacking a wish to fight, they
have no will to viectory, without which no people, however strong and
resourceful, can hope to win,

I have said before, and I believe more strongly than ever, that
airplanes and tanks and muskets are of no use unless they are manned
by those who know what their cause is and who believe in its justice
with sufficient passion to make them willing to lay down their lives
if necessary. This 1s not true of America today. As a matter of fact,
I believe that, at best, public opinion is confused to that extent
that Wheeler and Lindbergh, who are positive and assertive as to what
the ipdividual should think and do, have been making steady inroads
into public sentiment.

I still believe that no people is more willing to sacrifice and
suffer for a just and noble cause than the American people, but they
have to know that their cause is just and noble.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interlior,

The President,
The White House,

v, rlu"
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR / AW
WASHINGTOMN x

September 20, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

I am getting ready to introduce a bill transferring Forestry to
Interior, following up your consent that I do so, However, this bill
ought not to be introduced until you have made it clear to Claude
Wickard that the bill represents the policy of the Administration and
that you desire that it become the law,

I have a feeling that you will not have much trouble with Secretary
Wickard, but that, on the contrary, he will leoyally ablde by your declsion,
I have no such feeling of confidence, however, so far as Under Secretary
Appleby ie concerned, and, as you doubtless know, he is very influential
in the Department of Agriculture, He knows how to give lip service while
eabotaging effectively, WNeither do I have any confidence in the Forest
Service, The men at the top may pretend to obey the orders of the Chief
Executive, but they will follow the customary policy of silence while the
men in the field do the dirty work, You will know how to handle this
situation better than I because you have had experience with insubordina-
tion in this quarter in the past.

I think that it will also be necessary to advise the Vice President
of your wisghes, He iz more likely to get off the reservation than 1is
Secretary Wickard, And, unfortunately, he is in the position,as presiding
officer of the Senate, to do damage which, however, can be counteracted
if the Administration leaders of that body make it clear that the Adminis-
tration is back of the bill.

There will not be the opposition to thies bill from the outside that
there has been to similar bills in the past. Practically all of the bona
fide conservation organizations will either support the bill or will keep
hande off, In the past, the Izask Walton League has been one of the chief,
a8 1t has been one of the most effective, opponants of legislation
transferring Forestry to Interior, At the very worst, the Izaak Walton
League now will take no position one way or the other, In effect, a
position of indifference, in view of past hiatory, will be a position
on the side of Interior,

Sincerely yours,
ot 75 Ane

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

October 10, 194l.

My dear Mr. Presidenti

Thank you for your note and the lovely roses that came
with 1t. I am really out of the woods, even if I can't see
the oil fields for the derricks. This afternoon the doctor
could find no trace of trouble in my chest and he has teold
me that I may be up and on my way agaim on Monday., So, 1if
you hear any stray ghooting, you may reslgn yourself to the
thought that "there goea Harold at it sgain," -- bDut I won't
be in pursuit of the doctor, who really did a fine Jjob on me.

Sincerely yours,

e s Z.FAR

-_._-______——-—__'-
Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House.
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'! }r October 18, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:
For your information I am sending you & copy of a
letter from Mr. Alfred Bergman.

Bincerely yours,

. Tl T

e —

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,

Ene.




Savoa.,

NEW ViORK

October I, 1041
A1

The Fon. Harold L. Ickes,
Sescretary of the Interlor,
Department of the Interilor,
Washington, D. C.

Daar Mr. Secretary:

I read with & great desl of Interest the lmnwestipgation of
the moving pleture Iindustry by Senator Wheeler and the Hye Com-
mittes,

Hothing could be more outragecus, but this 1s thoe way that
all of thess Fasclsts operats, They operate by taking the aggres-
alve In svery situation, and although they have been & minority
in svery country, they have been successful becmuse be otheras have
falled, for one reascn or ancther, wsuslly because they wanted to
be too conslderate or becsuss they thought it wasn't Liberal to
fight back.

I have Just returmed from the sountry dth Henrl de Ferillis,
and from hia experlence in France and mine in America, I think
the situatlon teday is very similar to the French problem.

The reason for my writing you at this time 1s to suggeat
that be Administration, which 1s under fire by the Wheeler-Hye
Investigation and by the attacks of Lindbergh, has a vary good
counter=attack 1f 1t would use 1t, and that 1s In the following:

During the time that I was with the Royal Typewriter Company,
that company, a8 wall as other companies having OGsrman subaidia-
ries, expected an Imwestlgation by the Amerlecan Government of all
Americen companies having Oerman interesta. As you know, these
interesta have amounted to some hundreds of millions of dollars,
and beliave me, they are gemuine, I all these companies, includ-
ing Oeneral Motora, were gone through and an investipgation made,
things could bs found that would make your halr atand on ends.
The Government should do this In i1ta own Intereat, as well ns In
the interest of the people.

When I was with the Royul; Ur. Paustmenn, the President, =ald
he expected such an investigation but that it would be handled by
his good friend, Wheeler, and that he hed nothing to lfear. Appar-
ently, he knew where he stood, ond no doubt all of theas hl her-ups

ars the real bosses and are In with Wheeler and Tyeo.

1=




- Saveoa - aza

LW MKk

The Hon. Narcld L. Ickes - Ootober 3, 1941 -

In =eny cases, the heads of theae companles are ferman-Ame ricana,
as in the case of E. C. Faustmann, Fresident of the Hoyal, and in the
cass of the Remington Typewriter Company, where Mr, John Zellers, Vice-
Prosident, was stronpgly identified in German matters, and eited by
the Dies Committee, FPresident Wagoner of the Underwood was in the
Westrich affair. A1l companles having German contacta should be in-
vestigated by a strong pro-Adminle tration group of Senators.

If you will lock into this matter, you will find the rattle-=
snakes in this country, but to talk and not Aot only makes them more

agrresalve.

I believe this 1s one of the best lesds that I have given he
Govarnment so far.

Time is sc lmnortant.

I should not 1lke to have 1t lknown that this ldea is coming
from me, We must act at once.

Awalting your early reply, I am

¥ost sincerely,
s )
i ,'\-I

0 '__-;.-f_l-'?"__ A ——r |
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTE ﬁ;n/ 4",5,&\
WASHINGTON e ¢
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My dear Mr. President:

I am gending you these letters from Rex Tugwell
dated October 15 and 20 respectively, with attachment,
for your confidential information. Will you please return
them to me for my fileal?

I may say that I lmow no more about the plane of the
State Department with reference to the Caribbean than Hex
seems to knmow, although, as you are aware, I have tried at
various timee to get information.

Sincersly yours,

gl A
Secretary of the Interier.

The President,
The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

RAyde Park, N, X.
November 3, 194l1.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

Of course, if Rex Tugwell bases
his thinking on what ocolumnists and
such gentry do, or even on stories
ciroulated by Benor Pagan himself,

I will not be responsible for the
consequences. I think Rex ought not
to start a fire where no fire existse
at the present time.

F. D. R.

Enclosuree addressed to the
Secretary of the Interior by Hon.
Rexford G, Tugwell returned to
the Secretary with this memorandum.
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October 30, 1941,

San Francisco, California.

My dear Mr. President

It is sad ebout Saul Haass, but it would not do to withdraw his
nomination now, When I sent you the telegram I really didn't credit the
rumor that had come to me that Hams' name had gone in, So I used the
first word that came off the top of my mind.

I don't kmow how we got mixed up on this matter. I wrote you
some time ago suggesting that Heas be not renomineted until he hed lined
up Bone on the Bonneville Bill, When I talked it over with John Boettiger,
in Seattle, he agreed with me. When you mentioned Hame after cabinet meet-
ing last Friday, October 24, I thought that it was understoocd that his
name would not go in until this other matter was settled. I told you that
Fortas was having rough sledding with him,

Now, as you suggest,we ought to go after the other members of the
Weshington delegation. I saw Fnute Hill before I left Washington and he
is all right, I believe that Wallgren is &ll right too, As soon as I get
back to Washington it is my intention to get very busy with all of the
members of the Washington delegation, I believe that we can hold them
apainst both Bone and Haae who are in a none too comfortable position just
now,

After I get back I hope, at an early date, to be able to discuss
strategy with you. Unfortunately McNary has told Bone that he will make
no move on this bill until Bone is out of the hospital and no cne knows
when that will be, My own feeling is that we ought to line up on this
bill and go to bat. Ten months of this session has already gone by and
Bone is still in the process of trying to make up S what passes for
his mind.

I had a fine meeting last night on the Hetch Hetchy matter at the
Civie Auditorium., Governor Olson and Mayor Rossi alsc spoke. The fight
is closer than any so far and there 1s an outside chance that in spite of
the newspapers, all excepting the San Francisco News, and private utility
money, we may win, but it is only an outside chance.

Tonight we are pulling out to teke a look at the two big dams
that constitute the Central Valley project. I haven't seen these dams
since they were started three years ago and great progress has been made.

Sincerely yours,

%ﬁ&{h
Secretary of the Interior

The President
The White House,
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PRIVATE AND WASHINGTON
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November 21, 194l.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F. D. R



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 21, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE FEDEFRAL LOAN AIMINISTRATOR

What ebout the finsl detemnination
of the lsgal questions raised by RFC
in respect to finencing the amsquisition
of Puget Sound Power and Light Company
properties? I think we ought to get
aotion,

F. Ds Re



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

NOV 16 1841

My dear Mr, President.

After my discussion with you, I urged Seoretary Jones
8ix weeks ago to follow your suggestion that he join me
in submitting to the Attorney Gemeral the legal guestions
that the Reconstruction Finance Corporation lawyers have
ralsed with respect %o financing the acgquisition of the
Puget Sound Power and Light Company properties by the publie
agencies in the Northwest. Jesse has not replied to this
request and the matter is still bogged down in the RFC.

I would appreciate it if you would urge Jesse to give
favorable consideration to this finanoing. If he again
suggests that there are legal objeotions, you may want to
put this problem up to the Attorney Gemeral yourself; or
you may want to ask Jesse to join with me in presenting it

to him,
Sincerely yours,

Aol 52 Ao

B |
Searstary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

November £4, 1941,

My dear Mr. President:

Upon my return from lunch a short time ago I found the following
message which had been telephoned from your office: "The President has
heard a report that something was being said in the Intericr Depariment
about oil for Japan, but that he cannot beliesve it, The Interior Depart-
ment camnot in any way interfere with this international picture. The
President hopes that you will give directions that mothing is to be said,”

I have talked with everyone who by any stretch of the imagination
might have anything to say about oil for Japan or about oil in any of its
aspects and I think that I may say with certainty that no one hers has talked
about oil for Japen. Certainly, I have not and I would be the one to whom
any inguiry would naturally be addressed. Moreover, if "0il for Japan"
means what I think it means, you undoubtedly know that my consistent atti-
tude from the day that Japan invaded China was that we should not ship a
barrel of oil to Japan. I have the same feeling now.

It seems to me in a case like this that 1t would be only fair that
T ahould have the name of your informant or the sources of your information,
I am getting pretty fed up with incorrect rumors that are baing eirculated
to the disadvantage of this Department, Of course here, as in every other
Department, there are leaks over which I have no gontrol and which I would
stop with a strong hand if I could. But I do not believe that there la
anyone in this Department who would take it upon himself officially to dis-
euss such a subject matter with anyone,.

I may say, too, that the sentence "The Interior Department eannot in
any way interfere with this international pleture”, in that it seams to

assume that this Department is interfering, is one that does not make
particularly pleasant reading.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Imterior

The President,
The White House.
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November 25, 1941. 3
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My dear Mr, President:
If you have time for it I think you will |
find the enclosed report of downstate conditions in
T1linois written by Professcr Paul H. Douglas of the
University of Chicago very interesting.
Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior

The President,
The White House.
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REPORT ON SPRAKING TOUR BY PAUL i, DOUALAS TN SUFPORT OF PRESIDENY
ROOIEVLT'S FONTION POLIOY

T have jJust completed & spesking tour of over a month in downstate
mmnh-wm-rhrmu-i'-hmﬁutm. In a1l 1 made 38
mrn&nﬂ-m“hﬂﬂhnﬂlﬂrﬂﬂthlmhﬂ.m
lq-ﬂr-u-fﬂull—humnlml distriets. The mudioncns were
hmhlﬂ;hrp.-lnmhndﬁmmfnnuhm-n
in the question period which followsd. Naws releages were srevared sagh day
and gant to Ilinols newspaners,and the Ghigngo Times and Ghicago News each
sont & reporter with me for about a weak eagh. In genersl the newsrapers of tiee
state gave the trip excollant mublisdity. I have sent on mome of the olin-inen
although 1% has not been nossible to asvenble all of the downatats elirpings.,

hnﬁﬂb.lﬂhﬂﬂtﬁﬁ-mﬂrdum and many leading
eitimen as woll as the Democratic loaders in the counties. I also talked
with a considerable muaber of loading Republ icans.

e following are the main impresstons I reesived from the trip,
1. Pudlie oninlon in the state le on the whale not lsolatloniat. In the
22 eition 1 vigited, there ware approxisately 27 different daily newEpAnery |
Hormally spesiking, nerly fourefifthe of these would b Bevudlican. And rot
only thres of this total were isolationist in thair polley, namely the napors
in Rogkford, Moline, and Danville.

Of the remainder, parhaps a third are going along with the adminise
tration's hulppdiuhnlm-rﬂﬂntwlm-ﬁuh-m
m-u-thm“u.m. Among these are the historie
Sepublicen Illimols State Journal st Springfield and the papers at Chamaisn,
Kawaneo, Oalosburg,




On the other hand, at loast half of the papers are vigogeusly

susporting the President's forelgn policy and give every cvidence of baing eommletly
singere. This maturslly includes the Demegratie papers such as the Illimols

State Hagleter but also sueh papers as (1) the Lindsay-Decatur ehain with

newspapers in Deeatur, Urbans, Enat St. Louls, and @uinoy with a total eireulation
of betwesn 90,000 and 100,000 and whigh are probably the best downstate news=

papers. (2) e Feoria Star and the rival Peoria journal-Transeript. () The

Rogk Island Amgug snd the Dyvemport Times. (4) The Fekin Iines, » strong
Bepublican paper yet also vigorously interventionist.

The oditors of thase -apers believe that mublie opinion in ganarnl
#upvorts them. They say people are swinging towards the Prosident's polley.

This was gonfirmed by indapendent observers with whom I talked.

2, 1 found po evidence however that yablie opinion im nhead of the
President om that any large section demands mors violant action. Herbert Agar
and the Fight For Fresdom grouns who at times imply that the President is
Mhpﬂ-nln—uhuhhmhﬂrmn far ne downstote
Mlinots ls coneernsd,

There is a Sremendous fesr of another A.E.F. with its heavy losses.

I think he people are in faver of (a) economie mid (b) materisl aid and
pi‘hﬁﬂllhtﬂtfudﬂ'ﬂhtﬂurmn-mﬂpﬂmihn
AET. The Ameriean Legion resolution at Milwauke has, however, mndes & greant
many willing to meeept it if compatent militery suthoritiss bellieve 1% to be
negensary o defest Hitler,

3, 1 found sarprisingly 11ttle objeetion to our alding Mugsia and neople
seam §o take a very realistic attitude on this subject. Thara was alee orronition
hnwﬁhﬂpmumhﬁ-lﬂﬁ.ﬂlﬂnﬂhwm
1 urged She final and gomplete defast of Hitler and Nasilsm ns the only basis for
a trua poaos.

e
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4. On the other hand, there was a great desl of distrust of Britain for
not opening up an offenaive in the West., 1 trisd to mest this by pelnting out
that Britain 414 not have enough tanks %o invade the sontinent But that It had
sent troons and tanks %o North Africa. The offensive in Lilyia whieh has taken
place sinee 1 closed my tour should help in this direstion,

5. Despite all thase favorable signa, there are however certain sources
of danger., Among these 1 would 1ist

(1) Many of thowe of German stock who are not nesassarily pro-iitler
but who don't want the U,5. to be hostile to Germany., These are silent Wi
strong slong the Mississippi and esmseially in sueh places ns Belleville nnd
uiney

(2) T™he mothers of boys inhe aray. A definite move to Bolater norale
in the army would hels here.

(2) T™he Swedigh=American group. About two thirds of those seem %o be
quietly opposed. The reasons are probably (n) their traditionsl Re-uhllcankim.
(b) trelr Lutheranism which gonneat. them religlously with the Germans. (o) Thelr
d1s1ike of the Norwsgians whigh gives many a bit of sndistie ploagure at what
has happened to Norway.

(4) The Roosevelt=haters, led hy the Tridune and many wealthy Industri=1b
ists. In my Mt. action should be quiekly started %o win over the first
thras groups., If we ean find abla SwedisheAmoricans who ballave in the PFrasident's
program, they should be sent $o the Swedlsh centers mot enly im Mlimois and
Wigeonain, But Mimnesota, North and South Dakato as well,

Ye should try %o do similarly with GermaneAmarigans. Possidly Frank
Bohg's group 0o.1ld be usefil hare.

6, Turning to the Sematorial situation, 1 found that Semator Broeoks wae
sot personally strenger than his cause. In my Judgewent, if we mominate a man whe
belisvos in the President's program and goes out and esspaigns vigorously for it,
then he oan win in the election. Mat a "stuffed shirt® or one who merely gives

— Er———— L
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December 3, 1941.

Dear Haroldg-

Thank you for your private mote of
December firet about ultimate oil reserves
not only in this country but im other near-
by Fepublics. I am deeply consclous of the
situstion regsrding the future and have
talked about it on meny ococonsions with the
State Department, the Army and Nevy and
even private producers. As you say, there
is no assurance that our own oil will be
sufficient twenty years from now,

Alweys sincerely,

The Honorable
The Secretery of the Interior,
“M.- n- u.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

December 1, 1941,

My dear Mr., President:

It appears that we are about to negotiate with Mexico for
compensation to be pald to the American 01l Companies whose properties
in that country were expropriated. This le all to the good, but, in
my opinion, there is more involved than merely an agreement upon price,
irrespective of whether or not Mexico shall or shall not be willing to
pay a sum of money eatisfactory to the oll companies.

As I indieated to you in a memorandum some time ago, some thought
ought to be taken concerning the future of the United States with
respect to oil. Few new reserves of any moment have been dlscovered
within the past few years. The result is that, whereas four or five
years ago we had in sight an oil supply of twenty years, we can only
count upon fifteen years now. Thie is all the more serious because
demand ie increasing as our reserves dwindle and if we are to maintain
anything in the way of an army and navy during the coming years, as now
peems probable, we will be drawing constantly ever more heavily upon
pur reserves. BEven aside from this, however, shouldn't we expect an
increase in demand as aviation develops as it seems to me bound to do,
as well as from agriculture as it 1s more greatly mechanized?

Vhat I am driving at is that there is a national interest in thls
Mexican situation quite aside from any desire that our nationals, who
now own Mexican oil, be satisfied. The time may come when our Government
will wish that it owned these properties itself in order to exploit them
in the national interest. It seemed to me that, at the very least, 1t
would do no harm if those who represent us at the council table have
this possibility in mind, although it is something that ought not to be
mentioned above e whisper Jjust now and them only to a few.

So far ams petroleum is concerned I can see even further south than
Maxico. There are rich oll fields in Columbin, Venezuela, Peru and the
Argentine and elsewhere, All of these oil reserves, added together, would
not equal the total that Germany would poesess if Germany should defeat
Russia and then proceeded to add to the oil captured from Russia, the
reserves of Arabia, Iran, Iraq and the Persian Gulf area. It seems to me
that 1t is of the utmost importance that we lock ahead in this matter of
oil from a nationalistic point of view me we have not done to date. So far
as I can see the future depends upon oll more than upon any other factor.



England, lacking any oil of her own, long ago set out to stake
out claims in other parts of the world. We have relied upon private
companies, whose interests do not always run parallel to those of the
Nation. It seems toc me that we ought at leaet begin to formulate a
National policy, our known reserves being what they are, and the
importance of oil to eivilization being what it is.

Sincerely yours,

ool T 52nr

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Deceamber 3, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

What about the pemmission
to ereot booths 1in the park opposite
the Willard Hotel for the Civilian
Defense?

F. D. Re



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 2, 124l

Memo for the President:

I have juet henrd that nothing
has been Adone by Secretary Ickes about
letting the people have permission o
erect boothe in the park opposite the
Willard. I gave you a memo on this,
and I alec spoke to Mrs. Ickes.

I8 there anyway of hurming the
Becretary to make a decislon?

E.R.
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" THE WHITE HOUSE
A WASHINGTON

December 12, 1941.

MEMORARDUM FOR
H. L. I.

It 43 almost impossible to

deal with anonymous letters.
Could you tell me who wrote thia?

F. L. R.




THE EEanTAFﬁ‘B'F,,:}HF INTERIOR
N,
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Aogmsbi i zgpoar.

My dear Mr. President!

I don't pretend to lmow anything about the subject matter
of the letter of which I enclose a photostatic copy, and I don't
vouch for any of the facts, I am merely sending it to you for
your information.

Sincersly yours,

Fn s Ol St

e —
Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White Houme.




THE SECRETARY OF THE m'rr:nr@, L
‘.
WASHINGTON &
v %

December 16, 1941, <),

My dear Mr, Presideat:
Referring to the attached, I didn't send a photostatic copy of
the letterhead on which it game for the following reasons:

The letter was loft with me by Alfred Bergman of New York, I
dida't read 1t until be had left my office, The lefter was m persomal
ene t0 him en the letterhead of Sol A, Eosenblatt and William B,

Jaffe of 630 Fifth Ave,, New Tork City, and spparently it was written
by Jaffe,

When I read the letter it seemed to me %0 contain important infor-
mation, i1f the information was socurate, Howewer, I 414 not feel at
11Nrtrrﬂthn Bergman'e consent, to use the letter with the name of
the writer. It might have been embarrassing if the phetostatic gopy with
the name of the writer had gotten into other hands than yours, but this
is only a surmise,

If I had not known the name of the writer, I would mot have sent it
to you in any ciroumstances, I simply scught to protect him = not from
you, who are always entitlsd to the fullest informatiom, but from any-
one olee into whose hands the letter might oome, and that is the reasen
that i1t went to you in the form that 1t did,

Binoerely yours,

Stk Zetire

Searetary of the Interior,

The H‘li“l‘-
The White House,




One of the most disturbing factors in the 0.P.XN.
set-up 1s the existence of bontleg markets.

They must be blasted out of existence promptly.

It i= difficult to explain transactions in a

bootleg market with respect to strategiec materials, particu-
larly when producers elaim that they haven't epough to £ill
defense needs, (It is hardly likely that the materials sold
in the bootleg market are hold-overs [rom so-called
"pre-scarclty® or "pre-strategiec" days.)

Hince the small business man feels he iz belng
buffeted about, as it 15, it is most injurious to the morale
of the swall manufactursr to find that he canmot secure
materials for the existence of his business except in a
bootleg market where prices sre well bayond the accepted
celling (if & ceiling exists) or beyond the accepted quoted
market price.

The bootleg merket can be elini-eted Lif prompt
and effective action is taken throush the means of open
hearings at which producers and users of strategle materlals
will boe asked to add their views and pive whatever informa-
tlon they have.

These open hearings should be conducted impartially
and should not be used as & politicel foothall.

These hearings should be conducted by impartlal
persons that have no interest in the particular industry
but whose duty will be to pet nt the bottom nf the facts
and find out what setusally is the truth. How ouch is
being produced, by whoe, snd how 13 the production being
onnsumed .

I am certain that a more satlsfactory form of
quasliotnalre could be worked out in each Industry than
the Lype row used,

fome of the wvalues of such Lopartisl hearipgs
be &z Follows:
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Because of more accurate informatlieon, 1t will
be possible for more reasonabls ard Fairer
alloontions with respect to strategle materials
to be made.

Clean-cut, accurate information will be secured
promptly.

Many problems that have not as yet prasented
themselves ln certain industries will be
anticipated.

Our genersl defense effort will necessarily be
strengthened and speeded.

As a result of suggestions and solutlons worked

out in open hearings, cosmlttees on which the small
business man would be represented, could e formed
to work with the deputy acting for the U.P.H.

and 0.P.A. in the given industry. (This would give
the smaller man a Ceeling of greater securlity. It
would be a morale builder to the extent that the
snall man would know thet in all important probleus
econcerning his industry, he would have some volce
and to that extent his interests would be pro-
tected and not simply brushed aslde by the big
operators.)

The danger of concentrating too much econonic
power leading to a strangle hold monopoly of an
industry by o few would be considerably lessened.

The anticipation of problems in an industry 1s
most important. (Te Lllucstrate: At the present
moment intermediate warufacturers of dye =tuffs
are not having enough troubls for too puch sguiuk
on their part. However, more and more baslc
materisls sre beln; eliminated [roe the avallahle
1ist, and snon the intormediate manulacturer
excapt to the extent that he will be Involved

in the paking of dye stulfs for cloth which will
go lnto army and navy uniforms, that manulfscturer
will be out of busipess. The probleu is not

yet eritical, but will be soon.)

It 15 the wrlter's oplnlor that knowln: the
problen and sltting down ord talking about Lt
within the Industry way find shys and wed of
easing the hardship sl ellminkbing n £ i
ol the economlie waste thst would otherwl:s
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The foregolng represents P sketchy outline of n
proposed form of procedure, which, If set up now could, in
the opinion of the writer,

Eliminante many headaches,

Anticipate problems in advance of their occurrence.

Help build morale.

Help eliminate much economle waste and hardship.

Help keep smaller business in business, amd its
employess employed.

More cooperation within the industry could be
sacured.

The threat of increased monopoly could be lessened.
AR

The defense program could be materially speeded up.

The government would likewise have a better chance
to study and understand the problems of individual industries
to a much grester extent that it now understands it, Ihis
might be & great assistance in the perled of reconstruction

after the war.
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December 23, 1941
MEMORANDUM FOR THE
SECRETARY OF WAR:

This relates to Army morale
in Alaska. This is just for your private

information. Please return for my files.

F.D.R.

) fin mad Thin St §rak Cocan
/=S
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December m, 1941,

My dsar Mr, President:

Beveral months ago I sent Dr, Buth Gruber to Alaska
to take her own time in studying the sccial and economic
situations there, BShe is the youngest person ever to have
won a Ph,D, degree and I felt that she was particularly
equipped to do a valuable plece of work in Alaska because of
the two years she had previously spent in studying conditions
in the Bussian Aretic. The book that she wrote as a result
of that trip, "I Wemt $o the Boviet Arctle®, arcused a great
deal of interest.

I have just had s letter from her, a copy of which I
encloss, I think that it will interest you,

Sincerely yours,
SBecretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House,

Ene,



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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December 30, 194l.

Dear Haroldi- -
$hat you say about u’umg/

and the potential danger of the man, I
agree with wholeheartedly.

As ever yours,
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THE SE 7 ¢
CRETARY OF THE INTERIOR o
WASHINGTON o, e
iy,
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December 30, 1941.
My dear Mr. President:

T notice that Lindbergh has just offered his services to the Army
Air Corps. I believe that, taking the long view, it is of the utmost
importance that his offer should not be accepted.

An analysis of Lindbergh's speeches and articles — and I have a
complete, indexed collection of them —— has convinced me that he is a
ruthless and conscious fascist, motivated by a hatred for you personally
and a contempt for democracy in general. His speeches show an astonish-
ing identity with those of Berlin, and the gimilarity is not accidental.
His sctions have been coldly calculated with a view to attaining ultimate
power for himself — what he calls "new leadership." Hence it is important
for him to have a military service record.

It is a striking historic fact that every single dictator and half-
dictator of post-war Europe had a military gervice record., Mussolini was
a war veteran, Mustapha Kemal Pasha was a war veteran, Pilsudski was a
war veteran, Horthy was a war veteran, Hitler was a war veteran, The same
is true of fascist leaders who never achieved power, but came elose to
doing so: Colonel de la Hocque in France and Starhemberg in Austria, for
example .,

To accept Lindbergh's offer would be to grant this loyal friend of

Hitler's a precious oppertunity on a golden platter. It would be, in my
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opinion, a tragic disservice to American democracy to give one of its
bitterest and most ruthless enemies a chance to pgain a military record.
1 ardently hope that this convinced fascist will not be given the
opportunity to wear the uniform of the United States. He should be
buried in merciful oblivion.

Sincerely yours,

Z O 5,

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

DEC 3 1 1841

My deer Mr. President:

In connection with your recent broadcast to the people of the
Philippine Islands, & radiogram has been recelved in this Depart-
ment from the United States High Commissioner reading as follows!

"President Quezon requests following extract from inaugural
speech be forwarded to President United States as his angwer to
President Hoocgevelt's message to Filipine people:

'Mr. High Commissioner, may I ask you to convey to the Presi-
dent of the United States our profound gratitude for the noble
gentiments expressed in his proclamation. The Filipino people are
particularly grateful for his abiding interest in our welfare and
for his pledge to assure and protect our freedom and independence.

'Wy answer, our answer, to his is that eVery man, woman and
c¢hild in the Philipoines will do his duty. No matter what suffer-
ings end sacrifices this war may impose upon us we ghall stand by
America with undaunted spirit, for we lmow that upon the cutcome
of thie war depend the happiness, liberty and security not enly of
this generation but of the generations yet unborn.

'In taking my cath of office, I make the Pledge for myself,
my government, and my pecple, to stand by America and fight with

her until victory is won. I am resolved, whetever the congequences
to myeelf, faithfully to fulfill this pledge.’
Sayre."

Sincerely yours,

Aoyl & A om

-——-.“
Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The 'ﬁl.‘l.‘tﬂ Ew-‘..-
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