


P MO%?«

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 13, 1542.

MIWVORANDUK FOR
HAROLD ICKXS:

Thanks for your suggestlon sbout
using the religlous natter froo Germany.

I am pasalng it on to Bill Donovan.

FuaDaRe

Copy to Bill Donoven.
Also ocopy of Ickes" letter to the Pres.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR i o

WASHINGTON '} #‘%‘r"
'
January 6, 1942. %ﬂ & 4'&‘;..-
% 2'4;. %
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My dear Mr. President:

I suppose that Hitler will support the plan for a religion for
Germany that has been announced by Rosenberg. Thus, Catholie Italy will
be fighting side by side with a pagan Germany and & heathen Japan. The
Catholiecs of this country and many even of the Protestants found it difficult
to accept the involuntary support of Russia because that country is non-religious.

It is significant that Russia should sign an engagement to fight, among
other things, for religious freedom, on the same day that Rosenberg should
announce in effect that Mein Kampf was to be the future Bible of Germany,
which of course means Hitler-worship.

It seems to me that much can be made of this situation. Formerly there
were more wars for religion than for anything else and the religious con-
viction is a deep mu;homer much pecople may have fallen away from its open
expression. My thought is that there ought to be a carefully planned campaign
of nation-wide radio speeches to explain the religious implications in this
war, Without mentioning them, it ought especially to be brought home to
various Catholics and the German Lutherans that one of the prime objectives
of Hitler is to uproot those two religions completely, while confiscating all

church properties in Germany.
Sincerely yours,

B

The President,
The White House.
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L 4T ' THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

J January 22, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE S8ECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

The trouble with the writer of
that letter to you 1ist

) that he fails to disclose

t what Kelly said. His
statement in second sentence
that "he left the inference
that he, Kelly, might have the
presidential blessing®, is
purely an inference on the part
of the writer and is not back-
;:d up by '%nt Kelly actually

say. Fﬂm‘-ﬂ:r""m

like to imow what Ke
actually did say.

(b) From this board of
inference he inveighs against
Kelly being a candidate him-
self. The joke on your
correspondent is that when
Kelly was here his eandidacy
was not discussed between us
either directly or "by infer-
ence®. The e discussion
lay in the fact that we both
agreed that the Democrats



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-~

should put up the mam who
could get the most votes
in the whole of the Btate
of Illinois against Curley
Brooks. That is a

which I, of course, cannot
concern myself ﬂtﬂ, first,
because it is none of my
business and, second
because I don't knowl

Don't you agree with me?

F. D. R.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE rM'rg;zRgﬁﬁl,u ’!,.'?

WASHINGTON "~ Fjn .r-

Jamuary 21, 1942,

My dear Mr. President:

I will tell you the name of the writer of the latter,
of which the enclosed is a copy, the next time that I see
you., For his sake, I simply cannot rum the risk of his name
appearing in the records but I kmow him well and will vouch
for hies capability aes a political observer and his character
as a citizen.

Sincarely yours,

“'-—-—......_——-‘
Becretary of the Interior.

The Prasident,
The White House.




Jun.lo,ledl .

Deer “r.Secretarys

deyor Kelly returned from Veehington the
other day ond geve cut cne of the most es:inine interviewe
thet I heve ever kno'm him to atke, He disclosed thet he
hed spent considerchle tize with the President discuseing
poseible Desoctatle cendidetes for the Fenmte, end he left
the inference thet he,Kelly,micht heve the presidential
blesgring, I do not think thet the eversge perron in
Illinois,heeding the presidentirl eppeels Tor unity and oll
of that, delights in the knowledge thst in the midst of
wor the Pregldent snd the chiel representetive of the Kelly-
Kesh sechine gpent valieble time discussing partlisen menoeuv-
ere. Of course I reelize thet the President must give time
to such discussions; I know thet Lt i1 essentlel thet Brooks
be fesoved,snd I know that Kelly is & pewerful fector in
the aventusl removal of BFrooks. I ra in no rey censoring the
Prosident Tor dipcussing the =motter dth Kelly. "het I can
not upderstend i thet Kelly should expose the Presldent,
in tizes such rs there, to eny possibllity of btelng cherged
vith enpeging in petty party politles In wor tize.




Eelly is wrepping the Azerican flep ersund the
Kelly-teeh archine, end thinks thet under it: cloek he, the
chlef engineer of en odorour aechine, aight poreibly get to
the fenate, and die & gentleszan. He repsrdr himself ar the
chief presidential rpokesien in Illinols == probably one of
the reasonz why the President's 18240 sajority in I1linois
wes cut 600,000 under thet of 1826,

If Xelly hes convinced any cne in Weshington
that he usight be elected Eenstor from Illinois it is time,
I telieve, that whoever has listened to hiz ides be uncon-
vinced. At the present writing, Procke will defeat Wright
fur the Republican nonineticn. Hoalnate Kelly on the
Denocratic ticket, and Prooke will return to the Senate. As
mch as I would hate to, I would vote for Frooke, en isolat-
ionist, before I will vote for Felly, & corruptionist. Eelly,
no doubt, will be nonineted, 1f he runs. The mechine cen
obtaln the victory for his in e prisary. But Kelly can not
be elected, cven 1f the Prezident were to msk for it. For
airht or ten yesrs the pecple of Illinolr heve been told that
Helly 1s & buss, & curruptlonist, end 211 of thet. They belleve
it, end have grounds fur their bl‘il*- In the neantine, he
har gpone on to victorler in the city of Chicego but it should
2.t be ower'cuked thet he her been defeeted evarytine he hes
hed & I.'Budi‘ilt.e for cteta-wide uffice. Hir candidate lost
in the Desccratle priuscy for Covernor in 1876; hie candidate
laet for the Desceratie noalnetion for Genstor in 1878; his
noalnee for Governor lort to the Republicsne in 1040; end ir




}* e

¥elly i& nouainated for Fenator in 1';*“._. the Prercilent ~&en be

acsured thet he wi'! have Procks to ald other isoletionists
in frustreting lesting pesce plens when the war 1 uver,

If the President wants Kelly, end Kelly 1s sssiducusly
spreld{ng that idee, he better appoint hiz tu sone position, es
I aa certein he will never be elected fenetor frou Illincie.

The quib that is now golng the roumds is that the President
iz wsixed-up on his Kellys -- that he, the Presiknt, apperently
has confused Ed Kelly with Colin P. Kelly.

Courtney is missing the boat. If he is golng to run, he
should becone & 1ittle aore ective. As yet, people are un-
convinced that he is , other than as a war development ala
Bruoks, a whole-hearted supporter of the President, or that he,
&= &8 Senator after the war, would be wholehearted in his
support of soclal progranms.

I find this to be true. Thinking people want a fenator
vho 1s not unly right on forelgn policy but right on donestle
policy es well. I 4o not belleve Illinois 1s golng to be rushed
into electing & Senator uerely because he spcuts petriotlsm in
wer tises. They don't think we will be &t wer for the entlire
eix years of & Senetor's term, end they went to be certeln of
the type of representetion they have in the fenate on metters
nther then wer. Thet's one reason why they wont take Kelly; aend,
unless Courtaey buties hiusself in that direction ere long, they

nirht not teke hin.



fireen, 8f CNoverncr, 1s ineffectuerl. He 18 repidly
loging cart. Weight will aake & 1ot of nolse on HL1l Fleckett's|
aoney, but it s doubtful if he can defert Frooks. Too many
peaple know Wright's backeround; too asany people know of the
rubber check eplsudes, etc., In which he var enghped b ut &
fer years tgo. He 1s, in essence, but a peuedo Huey Lonr, &
poor imitation, et that. He iz considered an opportuniszt who
foresaw & swing in Illinols eway Tros iscletionisa, end juzped
on the bandwsgon in the eerly steagee. The Jun will usge hin 8=
an instrusent to bring about Brooke' defeat, if passible, but
it w11 not edopt hiz Bz its own.

I an concerned cver the Jdanepe thet Kelly's
interview ey heve done the President in I1linois, end I ax
alro concerned aver the poselbllity that Kelly, even if he
Aoesn't run for Senator hiaeelf, say have put higself in the
position thet, 1T Courtney dues runm, the public wil! think
it ceze about ax the result of a deal in which Kelly fipured
too largely. I thought conferences with the President were
mnore or less secred; nut to te used es & spring bocard for the
spking of political capital, as Kelly 4id in his interview.

If the President has any sore conferences with the fsyor the
savor should be instructed thet, vhen ha returns home, he is
to keep still.

I hope I heve not oweply taxed your time with
thir lone letter, but I wented you £5 Jmow whet {s in the wind

gt here, Flnrarply
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\f THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
LY
ﬁb WASHINGTON

January 27, 1942,

My dear Mr, President:

Apparently I made a mistake in sending you a copy of the letter
about the Illinois sematorial situation, or at least in sending 1t
wlithout some explanation.

I am wondering from your memorandum to me of January 22 whether
you were under the impression that this letter was written to me with
the idea that it would be transmitted to you. This was not the case.
The writer was writing a personal letter to me, without any idea that
you would ever see it. He and I have talked mbout the general Illinois
situation a good many times and he lmew that it was not necessary for
nim to etch in in detall, many matters the lack of which seemed to
justify the whipping that you gave the letter.

The writer of this letter is a sincere New Dealer who 1s as
fine as they are made. Moreover, he lmows Illinois politice intimately.
He didn't give me the impression that he was "invelghing" against Kelly
being a candidate himself. He was merely pointing out that, in hise
opinion, Kelly, could not be elected although he undoubtedly could win
the momination. In that view I venture to concur. As I say, my
correspondent, im writing to me, agsumed that it would nct be neceesary
to write in the detail with which he would have to write to another who
was not so familiar with the Illinois background.

1 have no perscnal knowledge that Kelly has ever wanted to be a
candidate. He spent an hour with me when he was in Washington recently,
and we had a very frank and friendly talk. We discussed the merits and
the handicaps of various candidates but he gave me no intimation that
he had ambitions of his own, and I did not attempt to find out whether
he did have. The next day, he went to keep an appointment with Frank
Knox that I had made for him and Frank called me later to say that it
wag clear to him that Kelly did have senntorial ambitions. Apparently
others have the same view.

Frank Enox told me at Cabinet last Friday that Courtney had
announced for the Semate. I had not seen the announcement., I told
Kelly that I believed that Courtney was not nearly as strong a
candidate as he would have been 1f he had followed the plan that was
suggested to him in Washington and declaredat an early date that he
was wholeheartedly behind your forelgn policies. For him to have kept
gilent until after Pearl Harbor will make people wonder as to just how



far he really goes inempport of your foreign policy. Even Curly
Brooks, since Pearl Harbor, is prominently ensconced on the bandwagon.

I remember when Roger Sullivan, the democratic boss, ran for
eenator. That was in 1914 and the oppesition was split between the
republican candidate and the progressive candidate., BSullivan lost.

I also remember when George E. Erennan, who succeeded Roger
Sullivan ss boss, ran for senator. Frank E. Smith was the republican
candidate that time and I managed the campaign of an independent
republican candidate, Hugh 5. Magill. Another split opposition, yet
Brennan lost.

I am sorry that I sent you the letter because you seem to mistrust
the motives of my correspondent which I can assure you do not merit
distruat,

Sincerely yours,

ol L. 5

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House,



s 3
) (" THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR < '5'?
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February 2, 1942, iy
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My dear Mr. President!:

I know that you do not need to be told that, if we should lose
on the political front next November, the golng thereafter on the war
front would be very difficult indeed. For my part I think that it ie
the part of prudence to anticipate that a real fight will be made by
the opposition to capture the House of Representatives this year,
Undoubtedly you have this in mind and are preparing to meet the enemy
at the polls. If we should have some more disasters such as that of
Pearl Harbor, or even if our production program should fall to keep
the United Nations supplied so that the people are satisfied that
everything has been done that could be done, thers may be an unfortunate
reversal in public opinion that would mean an anti-administration House
of Representatives for two years. I don't have to point out to as able
& political leader as you are what this would mean,

Sincerely yours,

Aomer O 5o Aom s

-—

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

January 19, 1942.

DONALD HELSON:

F.D.R.
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UNITED STATES l@f 'ﬁ';}:!
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 2 5‘_&
OFFICE OF PETROLEUM COORDINATOR e qu %,
FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE “‘/g? %,
WASHINGTON R

Jamuary 17, 1942,

My dear Mr, President:

You asked at Cabinet meeting on Friday how fast our new tankers
were coming off the ways, The enclosed tabulation will tall you the
story, If we are going to have additional sinkings along the Atlantie
and Pacific Coasts, and 1f we have a late, cold Spring, we will be
running into trouble with respect to petroleum, especially in the
North Atlantic Coast Btates, In view of the hell that I g0t last Fall
for foreseeing the Poseibility of such a situation and trylng to prevent
it, I do not intend to say anything about this rublicly until it becomes
& certainty, If a shortage actually occurs, I may be able to make the
front page with lyrieal stories of what I am going to do by way of
rationing to take care of that shortage, The shortage itself can be
attributed to God while I Teap a harvest of praise for my lack of fore-
sight,

8incerely yours,

MZ,@ £l sy

‘\-——.—ﬁ
Petroleum Coordinator
for National Defense,

The President,
The White House,
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1941
{(Nov-Dec) 4th Quarter

1942

1st Quarter
2nd Quarter
3rd Quarter
4th Juarter

1942

lst Quarter
<2nd Quarter
3rd Quarter
Ath Quarter

By Frivate Companies

No,

AERICAN-FLAC TANKER BUILIING PROZRAM

D.W.T.

102,100

146,780
122,240
128,040
183,540

580,600

Hovember 1, 1941

By Maritime Commission

HD. D .1:1-.T M
1 16,460

1 16,460

7 115,220
i:u. 181,060
820

"E% 592,560
21 345,660
20 329,200
25 411,500
28 460,880
94 1,547,240
131 2,156,260

Page B

Potal

I‘:ﬂ. D.III .T.
a 118,560
11 163,240
15 237,460
19 309,100
29 60
7%, 1,173,160
24 396,100
24, 400,900
_;j 475,180
0 280
. A
189 3,056,780

Since completion of the above tabulation, information has been received that the following
additional tankers have been contracted for:

1044
(Jan=Feb) 1st Quarter

p
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My dear Mr, President:

I have a letter from a friend who knows what he talks about
in which he says:

"Fred Searls Jr, fifty thousand dollars a year mining englneer
and expert for William Boyce Thompson and now mining engineer and
director for the Newmont Mining Corporation which was his (Thompson's)
family mining investment corporation, He has been a bitter opponent
ef the President's policles, threatened to move his family and
citizenship to Canada because of 'Eoosevelfs rotten policies', special
enemy of FOR's Labor Policles and WFA. In the March 2nd issus of
'TIME' page 11 you will find picture and statement on Searls as one
of 'Helson's Brain Boys',

"Searls is able and honest, a convinced conservative ecomomic
imperialist, anti-labor, mnti-semite-anti-democrat and anti-FDR at
all points. He was a close friend of the man whe headed up your
Mining Pureau and who you were led to diemies from that position.

"He may be where he can do no harm and much good, for he knows
his speclalty from the ground up. All I am concerned about is that
he does the good and not the HARM M

Sincerely yours,

Ao sl A e

Eocruu-r_r of the Interibr.

The President,
The White Housa.
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MENORANLUM FOR THE
| SFCHFTARY OF THE INTERIOR:

Thank you for your axcellent
summary of the Puerto Ricap situatiom.
I think we can let Rex rocik along for
s while. You and I still have high
| hopes.

FaDuRe




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

March 9, 1942,

My dear Mr, President:

1 have read the "Report on Puerto Rico" that came with your
memorandum of March 7 and I have been careful not to let it get
into anyone's else hands. I am returning it herewith.

I have wondered in my own mind how Rex has been getting along
in Puerto Bico. I expected that his course would be a difficult
one, however fortunate he might be. [ have not permitted myself to
become unduly worried because of the necessary reliance by Togwall
upon Munos Marin for political support. Without that support,
Tugwell would have nothing to stand on unless he chose to rely upon
the following of the late Martinez Nadal, which now conmstitutes a
minority, although it is a mimority by the slendereat of margine.
Pagan, who represents Puerto Rico here, is a thoroughly diecreditable
person. He comes pretty clese to speaking for the party that is in
opposition to Tugwell.

From the very first you and I have not thought much of Munos
Marin. He was too sleek, too plausible. But Gruening fell for him
hard, which did not do the Gruening administration any good, and it
may very well be that Hex iz leaning too heavily upen him. When
Tugwell brought Munos Marin into my office a few months age, I was
shocked at his appearance. I don't know whether you saw him on that
oceasion or mot. You will remember what a handsome man he was of hia
type and how well set up. My last look at him revealed a fat, olly
and altogether unpleasant looking figure,

It looks to me as though Rex might be dammed if he went along
with Munoe Marin and damned if he didn't. I can't see that Rex could
ever have anything in common with the rag-tag and bob-tall politicos
who constitute the present opposition. Yet it cannot be gainsald that
Munoe Marin barely wen control of the leglislature by an eyelash. One
vote in the lower house, which was one outside of his own party, gave
him the slender margin that he has. TYet, on the other hand, admitting
that Tugwell might have to play with Muncs Marin, there is a point
bteyond which he should never go. Whether he hae gone beyond that
point, I do not know of my own kmowledge.

It i true that Tugwell does not speak Spanish, but neither did
Admiral Leahy, who was the best Governor of Puerto Rice in our time,



Tugwell's handling of the chancellorship of the university was
bad. When he asked that a mass meeting of the students be called to
vote upon whether he should be their Chaneellor or not, he took a
falee step, in my opinion. I wrote and told him so at the time, I
8ti1l]l think that he might be in a stronger poeition if he had gone
through with his eriginal plan of accepting the ehancellorship and
then taldng a leave of absence during his incumbency as Governor.

He would then have had an ace in the hole and he would have been more
greatly respected for not having retreated.

I am not happy about the situation in Puerto Bico and yet I do
not fully agree with the writer of the memorandum. I don't believe
that all ideas of soclal and ecomomic reform ought to be abandoned.

If this should beceme the policy in Puerto Rico, or here for that
matter, and the people should come to fear that, after the war, the
pitileses hand of unlimited financial power will be lald even more
heavily upon them they would have little incentive to give that support
to the war effort that is essential if we are to win., I admit that we
must trim our sails and wailt for a better day before going forward
vigorously with the new deal program both in Puerts REico and here, but
it seems to me to be vitally essential that hope is kept alive in the
breasts of the people that, while we have limited our program, we have
not abandoned it.

Of course, Hex was never much of a mixer but if he is seelng an
undue amount of Munos Marin, the fact that he holds himself aloof --
if that is what he is doing — from other people, mekes him all the
more subject to eriticism. I believe that he should have made his
address to the leglslature even if he epoke to an empty hall., The
people will not long follow a leader if they doubt either his physical
or his moral courage.

I am puzzled and disturbed and at a loss to know what to advise.
It might be well to send someone to the Island to investigate on some
plausible pretext -- someone who kmows Spanish, has an objective sort
of mind, and a discreet tomgue. But it is difficult to find juet the
right sort of person. Moreover, Rex has been such a good frienmd of
both of us that I feel a distaste for the very thought of sending an
undercover man. In ordinmary eircumstances, I would not do so but we
can't allow political conditions to get out of control in an Island
that is one of our principle outpeste in the Atlantie. If you have
any suggestions to make, I will be very happy indeed to carry them
out.

Sincerely yours,

Aracsl & L,

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House.

Ene,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 7, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

Read this but do not let
anyone else see it and please send
it back to me for my files. It
shounds a 1ittle to me as if the
writer of the report had been
misled against Rex.

F. D. R.

Memorandum from John Franklin
Carter, dated March 6, 1942, on
Puerto Rico under Governor Tugwell.

clu.hm{r Ludin Hdh f‘“”"’“"‘?] Jhasch
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . . ‘=
OFFICE OF PETROLEUM COORDINATOR ;"9 fg,, ¢ T
FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE f:.
WASHINGTON March 23, 1942,

My dear Mr. Presideat:
I am sure that you will be interested in the enclosed memorandum

on the tanker situation.

Sincerely youre,

M -
Petroleum Coordinater
for National Defeanse.

The President,
The White House.




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF PETROLEUM COORDINATOR
FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

LEFLUT Y COm A T

March 21, 1942

NEMORANDUM for Seoretary Ickes:
I attach for your information thres statemsnts:

Statement 1. U. 5. owned or controlled tankers
sunk or damaged by enemy sction
since December 7, 1941.

Stutement 2. Hritish, adllied and Neutral tankers
sunk by eneay action since Decewber
T, 1941, with offsetting British
tanker construction.

Statement 3. U. 5. tanker construction program
aince Decempor 7, 194l and for the
remainder of 1942,

You will ses that & total of 37 Us 5. vesaels have
been sunk or damsged since December 7; that 41 British,
allied and Neutral vessels nuve been lost, and us agalnst
this, the combined U. 5. and Hritish tanker construction
amounts to 23 vessels for tne pericd since Decemsber 7.
Trils leaves & net reduction in the U. 5., British, illied
and Neubral tanker flests of 57 vessels, over the period
from Uecesber 7 to this dete — slightly more than three
montns,

Clearly, tnis rate of Loss, if continued, would befors
4 great length of time paralyze our tunker transport system.

RALFH K. DaVIES




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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WASHINGTOMN

March 24, 1942,

My dear Mr. President:

Here I go again, but this time I am not protesting another raid on
the Department of the Interior or suggesting that anything be transferred
to it. This letter is about you and the war. I have debated for several
weeks whether I should write it at all and just how I should phrase it.

The defeat of the dictator countries — at least within a reasonable
time — depends on the United States and the United States depends upeon
you. This makes you the most important factor in this eritical world
situation. This, in turn, means that if the Congressional elections next
Fall should result in reducing your strength in the Senate and of putting
a man like Congressman Martin in the Speaker's chalir in the House of
Representatives, you would be greatly hampered in your war effort and your
position of world leadership would be greatly weakened.

I know that your one preoccupation these days is the prosecution of
the war. You want to win it. I can understand your disinelination to pay
any attention to the political field. You might even say to yourself that
it is up to the people themselves to decide whether they want to win this
war or not. And yet it seems to me that it is your duty and the expected
fulfillment of the obligation that you have emtered into with the others
of the United Nations to keep your politieal health in this emergency,
just as it is your duty to keep your bodily health.

T am not of course suggesting a revival of narrow partisanship. The
issue is not one of party labels; it transcends party lines and affects
vitally the outcome of the war. A world-wide struggle to destroy fasclism

cannot be won by this nation under your leadership if political power passes

mtnthahmdsarmmmmmtﬂlrnppolummludm!ﬁpmdmm
basic democratic principles for which we are fighting.

You should not, you must not, let history record that, for want of
attention to the political situation, your powers as the outstanding world
leader were so impaired that the war was lost. Not that what history may
say is the most important consideration. We are fighting to pass on to
our children the America that we have inherited from our fathers.

Churchill has had to fight constantly on the political fromt. That
the dictators are not so fighting is simply because they have no politiecal
opposition.

rumumpthudnainth-ﬂ:itdmwmuhnkrmpwmnm
November. mmrmmmmm,mmmmw
-Mhdnfmmhtmuﬂumduﬁuthtthqmmmm



. you than win the war. And if they should carry the House of Representatives,
to say nothing of making inroads in the Senate, why would not they have the
right to insist that they have a clear mandate from the people? The Axis
powers would make full and deadly use of your political defeat and even the
nations that are now fighting side by side with us would be disconcerted

and afraid. The blow at the morale of the peoples of the world who are
fighting for freedom would be terrific.

We can't win unity in this country by any pollecy of appeasement.
We have never had complete unity in any war in which we have been engaged.
I don't suppose that any country has ever had such unity. What I would
prefer to a fictitlous unity would be a close unity in support of the war
of all of those who believe in it, with the copper-heads separated out so
that we could see them and know them for what they are. I would rather
have my enemies in froent of me than behind me. It seems to me that too
many people are devoting too much effert to trying to build up an appearance
of unity as if appearance rather than reality mattered.

You have not yet been attacked direoctly but your enemies are constantly
seeking for every possible wealmess in your armor. Your leaders in Congress
git tongue-tied, while vicious attacks are made upon various of your policles
which, if successful, will weaken you and expose you to more direct attack
as the enemy grows more bolder with success. The commentators, many of the
columists, and probably & majority of the press, support these efforts.
They would tear down the labor leglslation that you have been responsible
for, regardless of its effect upon labor and the war effort in order to get
at you. Mayris Chaney, Melvyn Douglas and Lowell Mellett have been eagerly
seized upon as choloe weapons to destroy your strength in the country.

We are fighting an external war against the dictator coumtries and an
internal war against those who have been your enemles from the beginning and
who have not ceased to be such, although we are fighting for our lives. The
groups that we have known variously as "big business," or "concentrated
wealth,” or "economle royalists,” might now be called American Fasecists and
that is how I classify them. There are not a few American Fascists and they
are a dangerous lot because they have the power that goes with position and

prestige and money.

I believe that there are many Fascists in the Army and the Navy. HNor
is the elvil side of the national Administration free from them. Most of
these people are still working underground, although some of the more daring
and more powerful are beginning to show their heads. This group doesn't
care anything about the country. Its members believe that they can buy what-
ever freedom they may want for themselves. Before we got into the war, they
openly sald that we could do business with Hitler. They believe so today,
and they are willing to do business with Hitler. They are looking forward
to an opportunity to establish their own type of American Fascism in this
country. They are totalitarian at heart. They believe that, once securely
in control of the govermment, they, too, can impose their will upon the
farmer, the laborer, the professionel people and the small business man.

And doubtless they could until the inevitable social revolution would over-
throw them in its twm and make a shambles of our country.

In order to have their way they must destroy you, and the way to

dest is to drive a wedge betweem you and the rank and file of the
mﬁmunmﬂMﬂmbmmmtmm.
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Ths only way ln which you can defeat this effert is to hold ocnmte
the popular strength that you have and add to 1t. Tour streagth, as was
Linceln's, lies in the common poople, the man on the farm, im the facteries,
in the little shops, asd behind the counters. If the people can be coavipced
that you and your Admimistration mre making a fallure of this war, or if
they can be persunded that you have loat interest in them and have turned
to the Fasclstes == scomnomic roymlints would be m better term hare -- as your
maln reliance in this orisis, the result will be tragle. The Fasclists are
fighting on beth of thess froate imeidicusly, but persistently and sdroltly.
And %o date we have been taking it lying dewn, mot caly im Congress but
catslde of Comgress.

I wondar if I hawve been mistaken in thinkimg that, during recemt
Cabinet meetings, I have detacted an incressing mote of concern on the
part of thoss who, by no stretch of the imagimation, could be called Hew
Denlars., It seams clear that meabers of the Cabinst thisk that somsthing
sught to be done to educate the people and to stir up sentiment im suppert
of the war. Last Friday you sald thet there were probably from 125 to 130
subvarsive newtpapers in the country. Francle Blddle spoke of represslve
sengures but wanted to give a little mere repes with which Father Coughlia
and others might further entangle thamselves. Frank Enox wished that
something might ba done about the columnists. On two or thres ccossicns,
Den Felson and Frank Walker have advocated military parades.

During the several mestings when lt appearsd to me that therse was a
mounting but unforsulated bellef that all was not well in the country and
that something ought to be deme about it, I have kept quiet. Hut last
Friday I did express myeslf., I sald that wvhat was golang on in the countiry
was ar effort to destroy you and that we had been talkdng L1t lylag down.

The papers on Saturday indicated that you might go cut to the country
to sample the views of the people. I hope that this im trus. You can do
such & job an a hupdred other men could met do, tmit your efforts ought io
be supplemented. I believe that a persistent and carefully worked oumt
campalgn should be undertakssn st once. Whepaver m vipsr's head appesars,
s club should be takem to it. If the HERALD-TEIBUNE can come out lo an
sditorial eritical of MoCormick and Patterson, surely others whose hearts
are in this war can do the same thing. After all, how many pecpls read an
editorial im the HERALD-TRIFUNE or im any cther paper?

Tha truth should be widely told about the effect of the 40-hour wesk
law on war producties. This s the only way to shut up the mewspapers
that are either misinformed or are belng disingenucus iz talking about
laber's sbetrustive tactics. The fact that thers is such a widespread
balief im the lies that have been brosdcast on this imsus in becauss many
of those iz m position to speak with authority have been silemt. Even an
wise and well-ipformed a man as Willias Aller White, in a letter that I
nave ‘ust recelved, mald %o me: "This belng a farm state, the most unacimeus
kick is againat the 40-hour weskc * * *. The people out hers -- and I
suppone this goss down for Oklabosa, Nebrasks and the Dakotas, don't feal
that unier laber should be coddled when our beys are volunteering by the
thousards to got the Jump on the draft.® Now Lf a wies and humane social



man like Mr, White can be so far off the track, what is to be expected
of the ordinary newspaper reader who keeps up with the current news by
loocking at the headlines of metropolitan papers that they think this is
& good opportunity to join with the Byrds, the Smiths and the Dies "to
put labor in its place”.

If we do not atart something immediately, we will be too late. Not
only will there be more sentiment to overcome, but if we should start out
on an active campaign of education -- strictly confined to war issues —-
later we will be mccused of campalgning for the November elections.
Republicans, as well as democrate, honest conservatives, as well as New
Dealers, should be enlisted in this effort. But it must be a comprehensive,
a well-planned and a carefully executed effort. A desultory speech here
and there by this or that individual, however influential he may be --
excepting only yourself of course —- will £et us nowhere. I believe that
if you should take such a trip as has been suggested, 1t should be followed
by speeches in other parts of the country and on the air in order to get
the maximum results,

Another reason for starting now is that 1t may reasonably be expected
that there will be a good deal of bad feeling in the country when people
really realize what we are up againet with respect to rubber. I can under-
stand your being very tired of the subject of rubber but I doubt if any of
us has "heard anything yet" on the subject. We optimistic Americans refuse
to believe that we are going to be denied anything until the actual denial
occurs, and then we can be as angry as if we had never been forewarned.

So when the farmer, the workman, the truckman and all of the thousands of
people in this country whe rely upen rubber as an esgential to business,

te sey nothing of recreation or social activities, find that they cannot
use their tractors, their trucks or their cars because they can't buy tires,
I am afraid that public sentiment will be very bad indeed. And this resent-
ment over what will be charged by your enemies as a failure of the
Administration will express itself at the polls.

My own feeling is that there are too many Fascists operating today in
Washington. I believe that Jou ought to eweep aside, not only every policy
but every individual who elther hampers the war effort at any time or has
not been able to deliver the goods., I am sure that any of us ought to be
willing to step aside, if that is the best contribution that he can make
to the common welfaras.

In England, Churchill has had to get rid of more and more of those in
the Government who were in diefaver because they supported the appeasement
policies of Chamberlain. I think that here we also owe it to the people to
g2t rid of all persons who have been appeasers or defeatists or disloyalists.
A man who is disloyal i nome the less so if he is put into a position where
he can make better use of his disloyalty.

This letter is much too long. However, it expresses not only my own
feeling, but that of many others devoted and loyal to you, with whom I have
talked and from whom I have heard. I would have taken my perturbations te
someone else 1f I had kmown to whom to go. If we have some more disasters
between now and November, ms is not at all improbable, and if the people
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are not prepared for them, and have not been educated to see that it is
the last battle that counts and not intermediate skirmishes, we may well
lose the war locally. And if we lose it locally, it will be an overall
loss.

We must drive the disloyalists into the open. We must thwart the
attempt to destroy you. The way to do this is to go to the people and
tell them that if we permit our chosen leader now to be destroyed, we also
will be destroyed. We can't win except under your leadership, but the
valldity of that leadership is being impaired, hour by hour, day by day,
by our conscious and unconscious Fapoists.

Sincerely yours,

Aol l Tt o

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House,

P.5. It is also my conviction that if the democratic hosts are led by Ed
Flynn, their chances of victory will be greatly lessened. Flynn was a
flop two years ago. You won, net because of, but in spite of him. His job
is altogether too big for him. We can't win a national battle under the
leadership of a Bronx politician, however clever he may be in the loeal
field.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 20, 1942

PERSONAL MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. HAROLD ICKES

As you know, Osocar Chapaan
is very seriously considering making
the race for the Senate out in his
home state.

Oscar is not asking for my
“blessing" and understands perfectly
that under present oconditions I am
not endorsing any candidates. He
merely want#cto know if I had any
objections and, of course, I am en-
tirely willing for him to do so if
he so elects.

He talked with Mac about this
and saild he would like to take a
11ttle time off without pay and
look the situation over before making
a decision. I see no objeotion to
this and have told Mac to advise him
to take the matter up with you
direotly.

F. D. R,
mhm/ tmb
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

April 21, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. DANALD NELSON:

To speak to me about on Friday.

F.l.H.

Letter from Hon. Herold L. Tckew, Patroleun
Coordinstor for National Defense, 4/71/42, to the
President. Tn re petrolem situation, and urging
construction of oll pips line to the East Coant.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 18, 1942.

PERSONAL AND Osetesiifiine
MEMORANDUM FOR THE
BECRETARY OF STATE:

What do you think?

F.D.R.

Personal letter from Sayre regarding his
resignation as High Commissioner to the P.I
together with memo re Sayre from W

5/11/42

DECLARCIFIED
By Deputy Archivict of 'h'Fé]BEEJ 1972

By W. J. Etewart Date



A— May 27, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOH
HAROLD ICKES:

As you know, Francis S8ayre wants to be
relleved as High Commissioner to the Philippines in &
few weeks. Frankly, I have no place to put him into
at the present time.

I think the place should be kept filled -—-
especially by somebody who knows the Far East and would
understand the problems of the future in that area -- also
somebody who would be persona grata to you and Quezon.

Do you know Hornbeck of the State Department?
He has been thelr prinecipal Far Eastern so-called expert
and knows the whole subject pretty thoroughly. Probably
the future jJob as High Commissioner will entail less routine
work in the Islands and more connection with the Chinese,
the Javans, the dalays, ete. than heretofore. In other
words, it is ay private ht that when this war 1is won,
we shall probably have to help clean up the mess for about
a year and then turn the whole works over to the Philippine
Government under some form of neutralization and some form
of mutual tariff agreements, retaining possibly only an
Anerican adviser to the Ph.ii.lpp!nu President.

I can think of no one who would fit into a
situation of that kind better than Hornbeck.

No papere sccompanied the pririnal of this memorandum to the Secretary
of the Tnterior.

DECLASSIFIED
By Depu'y Archivist of the U.8.
g FEB 94 1972
By W. J. &Stewart Date
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By Deputy ATrchivist of the Uu.s

By w. J. Stewart Date EEE 24 1972
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. By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.
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FEB 24 1972

By W. J., Btewart Date
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
PRIVATE AND

Jm?,l‘iﬂ-
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Ihﬂeﬂlhdﬂthluhluﬂnﬂ
to the High Commissiomership to the
Philippines. The situation seems to be
this: That Sayre should probably resign
ﬂmwth—wthtmdufﬂnmul

. His successor will have very

ttle to do as 2 matter of actual nnti
yet I hesitate to leave the place vacan
in view of the fact that the new High

should get to know Quezon
and y in touch with him and Osmena.
He have few executive duties, and
I

wonder a little if he should recelive

until the comes for return
Philippines.

See if you can devise some way by
which he get only a portion of
the salary.

Imlhunnthla! inst Hormbeck
and my tion l.gnt
is too in the State t
to give him a nominal job at time.

What is your present though about
all this?

F. D. R.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIQR '?r:ﬁ
WASHINGTON o 2 ¢,
4 o .
June 8, 1942, ﬁb P
%ﬁ

My dear Mr., President:

I have been doing a good deal of pondering about the High
Commissionership to the Philippine Islands, and I hope that you
will think as well as I do of the ldea that Ben Cohen would be an
admirable selection.

As I indicated to you in an earlier letter on the gubject, I
am willing to take this whole matter up with President Quezon if
you instruct me so to do. I suggest that it would Dbe better to
gettle it when it can be done maturally and normally.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interlor.

The Presldent,
The White House.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

May 25, 1942,

My dear Mr. President:

The whole question of gasoline rationing, pipeline,
barges, tanks and tankers, etc,, is loaded with dynami te,
and for your own sake I hope that you will be sure of your
grounds and the public reaction thereto before you make any
statements,

Sincerely yours,

harotnl S22

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House,
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THE WHITE HOUSE 1}
WASHINGTON

June 9, 1942.

Will you try to find a place
for Governor Harwood of the Virgin
Islands — preferably some kind of
a Judgeship? He was Judge in the
Canal Zone and, as far as I mow,
did a good Job, but he is not a
success in the Virgin Islands. Will
you take it up with Bilddle?

F. D. R.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

June 1, 1942,

My dear Mr. President:

How much longer Governor Harwood of the Virgin Islands?
Above all imagining he is something God-awful. If you think that
this is merely prejudice on my part, I beg you to take & secret
poll of those who have to do business with him (1f and when he
happens to be anywhere where one can do business with him) or whe
have personal contacts with him. I would have shown signs of impatience
long before this except that I have a martyr complex, besides which I
haven't so low an opinion of anycne in the Administration that, without
consclentious reverberations,I would want to wish Harwood onte him.

Has enough been said?

Sincerely yours,

WM

Becretary of the Interlor.

The Fresident,
The White House.
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THE BECRETARY OF FTATE
AR T, [,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 17, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Referring to your priv and confidentlal memo-

randum of June 9 in re to the High Commlissionership

to the Fhilippines, gee no objection to acceptance of

Sayre's resignation on June 30. There would probably

be some advantage in making the new eppeintment promptly,
although 1f thie should not prove feasible the sltuatlon
would probably be taken care of satiefactorlly by your
letting it be known that you intended to fill the
poslition.

With regard to the question of devising some way by
which a new High Commissioner would get only a portion
of the salery, I am enclosing a memorandum prepared by
our legal people which may be useful to you and others
gonecerned with thie problem.

The situation is not clear-cut, but seems to be

BUY about as followa!

No
DECLASSTFTED
Btate Dept. Latter, 1-11-78

By J. Schauble Date FEB 21 1972
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No one (with perhaps the exception of the persons
mentioned in the laet parsgraph) could be appointed to
the poeition of High Commissioner without his being
legally entitled to full salary. Any appointee could,
of course, agree to walve any portion of his salary.
Retired Army and Navy officers could be appointed to the
posltion while retaining their status on the retired
118t; such an officer might more readily agree to walve
the High Commissioner's salary or a portion thereof.

A member of the staff of the High Commissioner or
an offlecer of the Army or Navy could be appointed Acting
High Commissioner and need not receive any salary other
than hle sslary ss a member of the staff or as an Army
or Navy officer.

There 1s a possibllity that certaln Ambassadors
and Ministers who are unable to function at thelr posts
because of the existing emergency and whose compensation would
be limited by law to $9,000 per annum might be appointed
elther as High Commissioner or as Acting High Commissioner.

=

Enclosure:
Memorandum,



Of course, the President has legal authority to
appoint any person to the office and with the title of
the United States High Commissioner to the Philippines
with the advice and consent of the Senate and subject
to the law prohibiting appointment to an office to
which compensation 1g attached Af the appointee already
holde an office with compensation of $2,500 per annum.
Under this lew appolntments would be limited to
(1) persons holding no office under the Government,

(2) persons whose office carries compensation of less
than $2,500, and (3) Army and Navy officers on the
retired list.

Any person appointed to the office and with the
title of the United States High Commissioner would be
legally entitled to demand the full salary of the
office, but if the person selected agreed to accept a
smaller salary there would appear to be no legal
objection to such procedure.

Some of the difficulties incident to an appolntment
to the office and title of High Commiseioner at a salary
less than the full salary of the office might not arilse
if someone were designated to act ae United S8tates High
Commissioner. Specific authority for such deslgnatlion

is
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is contained in Title 48, Section 1237(b), United States
Code, under which the President 1s authorized to "desig-
nate a member of the staff of the United States High
Commissioner to the Philippine Islands or an officer of
the Army or Navy of the United States to act as the .
High Commissioner in the event of a vacancy in said
office”,

Pursuant to this authorization the President could
direct that the person designated as Acting High Commis-
sloner receive only the salary of his office as a member
of the High Commissioner's ataff or as an Army or Navy
officer.

With a view to examining all possibilities, refer-
ence 18 aleo made to the first deficlency appropriation
act approved April 1, 1941 (Title 22, Section 41, United
States Code), which provides that any one of certain Am-
bassadors or Ministers who are unable, because of the
existing emergency, to function at their posts "may be
appointed or assigned to serve in any capacity in which
a Forelgn Service officer 1s authorized by law to serve'.
Salary under such authorization is expressly limited to
§9,000 per annum. While it 1e not entirely clear whether
the authorlization of this act would Justify the appoint-
ment of one of these Ambassadors or Ministers as United

Btates
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States High Commissioner to the Philippines, it cannot

be sald that such an appointment would conflict with the
authorization, since the High Commissioner to the Philip-
pinee might be regarded as performing a function compara-
ble to that of a diplomatic representative (also because
there 1s already legal authority for the assignment of
Forelgn Service officers to the Philippine Islande to
perform the functions customarily performed by Foreign
Service officers and to advise and assist the High Com-
missioner (Title 48, Section 1238(a), United States
Code)).

Should 1t be considered advisable to appoint someone
a8 Acting High Commissioner, one of these Ambassadors or
Ministers might be so appointed -- especlally if he were
firet made a member of the staff of the High Commissioner.



HTHE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

f'r WASHINGTON
X July 31, 1942,
RECEIveD

My dear Mr, President:
Count Sforza sent this to me and, with the thought
that you might be interested, too, I am sending it
on.,
Sincerely yours,

ool 772l o

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House,



MESSAGE TO SFORZA FROM ROME RECEIVED JUNE 1942.

The Italian situation presents itself in the following gemeral terms:

a) m_w: Twenty yesrs of gradual “gomstitutional abdications® in domestic as

well as international affairs have prostrated the monarchy which finds itself today

strl of all its attributes and prerogatives and is utterly incapable of regaining
or taking the initiative for future sotion.

b) mﬁnl Tt is & known fact that the Army has never been in favor of the present
war, bumilistion of military setbacks, the genersl state of unpreparadness ex-
isting et the time it was suddenly into the conflict, and the complete lack
of confidence in its leaders, whose political tie-ups with the Regime were only too
well known in Army circles, have transformed this general attitude into one of deep
resentment. The Army asoribes its present unhappy conditlon not only to the dis-

honesty and incompetence of the Fasolst Reglme, but also to the passive role of the

Monarchy.

o) The Bureauoragy: Signs of disintegration and distrust in the Government, rendered
more moute at the sight of corruption in high places, are olearly visible in all the
organs of the State, and even in its remotest ramifications,

d) { Uneasiness and panic are beginning to affect this group
too. over-confident attitude of former days, when the pecple of this group bhad
volced their full rt of the Axls embitions, has died down by now, and in its

:1.!« ons finds & cold awarensess of the fact that they are bound to fall with the
gime as they grew with it in wealth and influence. They know that their existence
cannot be separated from the tremds followed by the Fascist Reglmej they kmow per-
footly well that they are a genuine product of these trends. This holds true both
for the rich industrialists of pre-fescist times, who found in the economy of para-
sitary privilege known to the world as the economy of self sufficlency, thelr un-
expected boom, and for the fascist-oreated plutocrats, who come for the most part
from the ranks of the Party.

o) The intellsotusl bourgeoisie: Except for an {mportant nuclecus, which opposed the
; from the very beginning end is still opposing it at the pnwunt, a
considerable section of Italy's intellectual bourgeoisie had been er to the
side of fasclsm by means of resistance-breaking policy of jobs, privileges and other
allurements. This group is now confronted with & serious moral orisis. One may
howsver add that all the senseless myths, all the historical comstructioms, all the
abstruse philosophiss whiok had at one time been created and divulged % out

the world with the help of this group, or had been acoepted by the people of this
group s a comfortable alidi and & Justification for the senseleseness of fasclem,
have now been rejected im full by these same people.

£) t This ‘section of the pupuh.ﬂ.ﬁn kad been
won over, with the usual promises of a better social order and with the skill-
*rul displey of patriotic verbiage and slogans, especially created for the oocasion.

This group later endorsed for the same reasons the imperislistic mirage of Ethiopla,
mum-u&mmh.lrhrdtu.empqiu*nHurﬂ. physical and sconomic
expenses of the peace and wartime policles of the present Regime. The awakening of
this group from the fasoist illusion is also an asccomplished fact.

nnwmnﬂuunmhﬁ:-dmnhﬂu‘m-rmuuﬁrmfn-
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meaningliness by nowj labor is hard-pressed by the increasing difficulties
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of sveryday 1ife; the lower and less priviledged strata of labor look at Bolsclvies
for s solution and hops in a widespread social uphsavel.

h) { The best elements of this group whioh had formerly
fallen the spell o olst rbetoric, have a very clear vision of Italy's
needs and ems. They are very outspoken in asking for a complete removation of

Italy's political set-up, and in expressing their will to revolt. Ample proof of
their feelings may be found in the all-too frequent news of repressions on the part
of the fasoist police of antifascist movements headed by youngsters from the middle
classes, These brave youngsters do their best ln trying to flank the polltical ac-
tivities of other and more serious underground movements, which are even more cruelly
"m"“t

This being the situation, and considering all of its possible developments,
one may infer that Fascism has no chances of survival after this war, and that ite
present st sonsists solely im its police force. This is, in fact, the only
surviving sotivity of the entire Fascist Regime in Italy.

Rumors to the effect of possible separate e offers to Italy are the object
of widespread speculation abroad. This possibility however seems to be out of the
question as long as Nesism can still count on ite military machine whieh exerts dir-
sot control over Italy's 1ife through s powerful army of occupation. A second and
less direct form of comtrol is provided by the news of Nazi successes and Nasl power,
which still exert intimideting influence on certein sections of the population.
However, even if a separste peace were possible today some sort of a putsch is to be
expscted as soon as the end of Fascslm is near encugh to appear, inevitable.

This putsch may consist in an attempt on the plrt of the Monarchy to offer lt-
gelf as the bearer of a solution of compromise, which the international organization
at the disposal of the Vatican would try to guarantes and support.

The new ruling group would inelude in this case : elements from the Army, all
of the oligque of industrial profiteers who found their greatest opportunity in the
111-femed ‘sconomy of self-sufficlency, the reagtlonary elements of the Church, and
the so-called lukewarm Fasoists. In other words all those faked liberals who had
already adhered to the Fascist Regime under the cloak of the corporative organiga-
tion, including certain Catholic and Soclalist elements, would be represented in the
new sest-up.

That such & group may ever represent a solution of Italy's internal ills is to
be excluded - as is to be exoluded also that such & solution may best mest the re-
quirements of & future international order. We may safely sey that guch an attempt,
while resulting in the temporary individual rescus of the accomplices of Fasolst
despotism, would only exasperate the passions stewing in Italy's political waters,
and gause them to sesk an outlet elsewhsre.

The monarchic-reactionary compromise must be avoided at all costs, if we wish to
ent Italy from once more becoming the ceuse of new political disorders in Europe,
‘E: it under the of bolshevism or of a new incarnation of Nationalism - such as

the compromise in plon would offer us.

The real sentiment of the country, in other words the feeling of the people,
after the collapse of the fascist experiment, must be clearly understood and brought
to the light.
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This sentiment reveals itsel? already and unmistakably in the new orlentation of
the intellectual bourgeoisie, It also manifests itself concretely in the opposition of
the Italian youth to the Government, in the bebaviour of the younger generatiom which
is fighting tyranay in all parts of the oountry. It bas also become the sentiment of
& growing section of the middle olasses, both bourgeols and laborers, who have redis-
in demooraoy only the ideal which prompted the Italian wars of Indepen-
Risorgimento ), but also the only safeguard of their spiritual evolution and
of their future economio progress.

These forces are now gathering around that nucleus of Italians who from the very
beginning, and with daily sacrifices, fought for the ideals of liberty and democracy,
as opposed to dictatorshbip in all of its nationalistic marks. The pecple of this
group are fully aware of the responsibilitiss of statesmanship, They alsoc know who
I.Hl{ be held responsible in Italy for the present disaster.

!

The new forces of Italy ask for a complete removatlon, both in the institutions
of the country as in the people manning themj this removation will be made possibla,
in a real democratis epirit and with new demooratic institutions, only if all the
foroes responsible for the rise and success of the fascist experiment are wiped off
at the first chance and without merey.

Postsoriptum. May 1948,

The above note was drafted by a group of friends, this winter. We know now that
it has reached the person to whom it had been addressed, If it contributed at all to
the shaping of his official declaratiom of policles of January 81, 1042, this is to
us a causs of deep satisfaction,

The situation has evolved im the course of the last months, and 1s evolving now
in the sense forecast inm said deolaration.

The disillusionment of the fasolsts, who are by now convinced of the impossibi-
1ity of an Axls victory, and the fears of the fasoist Plutoorate, work in faver of a
solution of compromise which would be obtained by gathering arcund the remnants of
the Monarchy, all the so-called moderate fascist elements, namely the Nationalists,
the newly rich, the recently emblasoned Aristocracy of fasoist oreation, and in gen-
eral all those who took part im the comedy of non-belligerency. To these should be
added the plutocracy, likewlse of fascist origin, and the reactionary catholies, all
under the belled disguise of an oldfashioned liberalism, revarnished for the cocasion,
and represented by some decrepit surviving member of the old parliamsntary olass.

This political putech, for which manceuvers and conversations are in progress,
and which counts on the belp and support of certain Anglo-Amerioan oircles, using
the treditional scarecrow of & communist revolution for the purpose, will fatally
confuse and render more difficult the solution of the Italian orisis which bast
fits the Italian needs and best interprets the historical problems of the moment,

Byen if this premeditated putsoh should reach its aim of taking by surprise the
Italian public and the misinformed portionm of internatiomal public opiniom, 1t still
would have & scant chance of stablility in the future, while it would only succeed inm
stift the resistence of the true anti-fasoist foroes - by which word trus we
mean the foroes that for twenty years have fought the fasclst-monarshic dictatorship,
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" I. As soon as freed from the Nasi-Fascist oppression the Itallan people will
choose thelir political imstitutioms.

# II. A1l Italisns will bow to the results of a free plebiscite. And if - as is
probable - a demcoratic republic will bave been the choioce of the nation, all I hear
from Italy gives me the absolute certainty that there will be no oppositicn and no

from any side - quite the contrary. Did not one of the highest and oldest
pre-Fascist Italian dignitaries write a fev weeks ago "How can we support suioidel”

f III, But institutions matter 11ttle without men, And & free Italy will need
mén who know that the safest way to defend democracy and to promote the advent of
a higher soolal Justice is to impose the sternest respect for the law. These men
exist even in the barren islands to which fascism has deported them. After years
of demagogio charlatans Italy will know how to chooae.

" IV. The old humanistic civilisation of Italy will find the necessary equilibrium
between freedom of the spirit and economic organisation. A decentralisation based on
our best intellectusl traditions will help to oreate the new atmosphers of complete
freedom of thought, of press and of course of ocult.

T, A | Judicial system completely independent will initiste the new era with the
most severe sanctlons on those who in the highest ranks betrayed their sclemn cath.
Buch pevere Justice will make it possible to parden those who sinned maimly through
fear or incomprehension, thus creating an Italy of peace, not of revenges.

g VI. The new Italian Government, juet because composed of men who halled the
Atlentlo Declaration of 1941 s & genercus messsge of human Jjustice, will have the
authority to insist for an equitable distribution of raw materials the Itallan people
need to maintain their admirable traditions of intelligent work.

T VII. We Italians know that these and other social and economic problems may be
solved only in a world baséd on internatiomal solidarity, where there will be no more
place for the anarchical independence of the natlonalistic 8tates. That is why free
Italy will glve the most ardent support to the advent of such an organized world.

Is not the proof of the anti-Italian character of fasclem given by the fact that our
noblest intellectual traditions, from Dante to Maszeini, are more internationally
minded than elsewhere!

T YIII. The Italians will cooperate with courage and serenity to the solution of
any international problem comeerning themj with only a comdition: that there will be
no discussion of Itallan problems as such, but of Italian sides of Buropsan problems.

ot sourse, in the Europe of tomorrow the mationalities must remain living flames
of thought and art) but no more must they become pretexts for aggressions, As an
Italian, I never forget that our immortal Massini wrotet "I love my country because
I love all the countries."
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KOV - 2 1942,

My dear Mr. President:

Hie

A recent latts

me that the entire
War
bad no
pects of the Nation's

the present time.

g m
adequate

The Department of the Interior, through the Fish and wild-
and development

Although its regulatory functions are

limited to the fisheries of Alasia, the Department is responsible for biological
and technological ressarch, economle development, and the formuilation of over-all

policies and programs for the fisheries.

produce ennually

products, the bulk of which is
Moreover, the States rely on the Depart-

protein food ranks second in volume,

This isportant sourca of
following pork and teef, amng the various sources of animl protedin.

The commercisl fisheriss of the United States and Alaska

about five billien pounds of fish and fishery
mnt to provide the sclsntific and sconomlc foundation for their regulatory and

other essentisl by-products that cannot be derived from other sources in
life Service, is responsible for the maintenance, conservatiom,

of the fishery resources of tha Matdon.

aded ndstrative functions.

used for food.
quantitiss if at all,




ol

siderable confusion and duplication of effort in the handling of fishery and
' other food matters of direct concern to the Department.

In addition to the Office of the Coordinator of Fisheries and the Fish and
Wildlife Service, functions and responsibilities directly concerned with problems
of food production and allocation are exercised by the Office of Indian Affairs,
the Grasing Service, the Purean of Reclamation, and the Division of Territories
and Island Possessions, all of the Department of the Interior.

In order that the Department of the Interior may carry out its duties in
producing and maintaining food supplies essential for the war program, I respect-
fully request an opportunity to present the claims of the Department for direct
participation in planning before final action is taken on the eppointment of a
food administrator, or the establishment of any new or revised food-
organizsation. This request is prompted by my earnest desire to insure that the
Department functions efficiemtly and that its responsibilities and interests in
the Nation's food program are coordimated effectively with those of other Depart-
ments and agencies of the Federal Government.

Slncerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,

The White House.
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My dear Mr. President:
When I had the pleasure of lunching with you last Monday
you suggested that I call together some of the liberals for a
political powwow. Upon careful consideration, I have come to
the conclusion that I am not the man to do this. My motives
might be misunderstood and I doubt whether I could accomplish
the results that are so necessary if we are to be in any posi-
tion in 1944 to put up a real fight on the political fronmt.
Sincerely yours,

sl 550

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE | |\
WASHINGTON

December 4, 1942. '

MEMORANDUM FOR
HAROLD ICKES

If you bring food, especially
disguised or alibied food, to the
White House you will be in the
clutches of the Becret Service
about thirty seconds after you come
into the gate. What is a better
idea is that I should go out to
dine with my old farmer's wife,
named Jane. The Secret Service
would, I think, trust her where
you would not have a chancel

r- D"‘ RI



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

December 2, 1942,

My dear Mr. President:

I am inviting myself to lunch with you at your pleasure, if any, and con-
venience. I will bring the food, or the principal items thereof, and I will
also produce the cook if you will provide a range for him., Fish and Wildlife
has been experimenting with new foods, or with old foods prepared in a new
fashion. We want to interest the public. And what better stagze setting than
the Presidential desk? I have only one condition, and that is that you do not
ask what the food is until you have "et" it.

Sincerely yours,
,?f?ézgg¢r{i&f jEf'Ggghxiﬁar

The President, Seeretnry_;:.f t-ha Interior,
The White House.

iy

;
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 7, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND
PLEASE RETURN FOR MY FILES.

F. D. R.

Letter from John Brophy, Director of
\, Industriel Union Coucnils, Congress of Tndustrial
anizationa, 718, Jackson Place, N.W., Washingtonm,

TE

D.C., 11/30/42, to the President, enclosing marked
copy of the 11/15 issue of the Uni e Workers./
Journal. States that it is full of veiled or direct
thrusts at the Administration and the war effort.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 14, 1952

MTHORANCUM FOR
HOW. LEON HEWDERSON

Dear Leon:
Harold is right. Please
return this for ay files.

Y. B R
Enclosures

Letter from Hon. Harold L. Ickes, Petroleum
Administrator for war, 12/10/42, to the President,
anclosing clipping which appeared in the
washington Star, Tuesday, 12/8/42, entitled
"Consumers Offered Method of Checking Fuel

01l Allotment", Mr. Tckes sends this to the
President's in connection with the President's .
statement at the last Cabinet meeting that he
didn't know how to fill out the fuel oil blank

that had come to him at Hyde Park.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 18, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY

Will you take this up with
the Joint Board in connection
with the Churchill telegram?

F. D. R.

Memorendum for the President from

Hon. L. W. Douglas, Deputy Administrator,
War chipping Administration, 12/15/42,
returning letter which the President
recelved from the Secretary of the Tnterior
under date of 12/10/42, attached to which
is photostatic copy of letter which

Mr. Tckes received from H. Wilkinson,
British petroleum representative in the
n.8., dated 12/5/42, urging that every
effort be made to allocete mdditional
tankers to the British fleet for carrying
oil.
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THE SBECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

Decesber 10, 1942,

My dsar Mr, President:

The snclossd lhﬂﬂngﬂllmmt.l.ﬂmhiﬁﬁ
petroleus represen u;ummmunnmmmnmm.

Bincaraly yours,

Hocotl ZFodi %

Becretary of the Iateriar.




Box 880
THLErwosE MATIGHAL 2828 Bpnamis FRARSL BTATION
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Petroleum Administrater, | a
Petroleum Administration for War, | T
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, Searataryy

over
wmlmmmmmwn-mmmmm
1ittle more than 5,200,000 tons, Unle=s, therefors is a
sharp changs in the immediate future, it is faared that operati
plans next ysar are bound to be affected,

]
:

mmﬁi--mhﬂoﬁmm,udlh:whptm

Miﬂﬂl,dmmmﬂuﬂnmmwmm
rmt,ﬁummnmmumpmmmnmrm
us with mbout 20,000 tons a day of oil in New York as of

ﬂim:mlwmmrwm

The meat of the measage therefore im to convey their great
on for all that is being done, and at the same time to urge
made to allocate any additicnal tankers to our
flest that can possibly be dons, Here again they are highly
all in being done, but time im of the
new construction will prove of

—— 1.
gl A

5
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December 23, 1942

i

My dear Harold:

I have received your letter of December 11 regard-
ing the shipment of gasoline and fuel oil to Sweden,

Following consideration of the matter by the Board
of Economic Werfare and upon the specific recommendstion
of Admirsl Leahy, and of the British Government, I di-
rected the release of various petroleum productas for
immediete shipment to Sweden in two Swedish tenkers at
thet time in this hemisphere. The shipment to whieh
you refer comprises a part of the cargo of one of these
tankers.

These shipments are for the exclusive use of
Swedlsh Armed Forces end were relessed cnly after re-
celving satisfactory safeguards against thelr diversion
to the enemy.

Very sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELY

The Honoreble
Harold L. Ickes,
Petroleum Administrator for Wer,
Secretary of the Interior.



PETROLEUM ADMINISTRATION FOR WAR e Tel
"I.x frﬂHle
WY oA December 11, 1942,
Y
My dear Mr. President: ¥ o\ -

L S

I have been greatly disturbed to learn that a Swedlsh tanker at Port
Arthur, Texas, 1a taking on a load of 4800 tons of B0 octane gasoline, in
addition to an undieclosed amount of fuel oil. I may be unduly suspicious,
but on the basle of past experience I would expect at least mome of this
gasocline, which is of a sufficiently high test to be available for air work,
will get into the hands of Hitler. I would far rather see it go to Rusais or

to some other destination where it could be used againat Hitler. I hope that
you will stop this.

Sincerely yours,
- —
Patroleum Administrator for War,

The President,
The White Heouse.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 1Y. lY4

My dear Mr, President:

In compliance with your memorandum of Deocember 15,
I submit herewith a draft of a reply for your signature
to the letter dated December 11 addressed to you by the
Petroleum Adminimtrator for War,

i ully yours, f,\
Draft letter addressed

to the Petroleum Administrator
for War,

Enoclosuret

The President,

The White Houase.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 15, 1942

HEMOTANDUM FOR
THE STATE DEPARTMENT

For praparatiaﬁ of reply

for my signature.

r- D' ni

Enclosure

Letter from Hon. Harold L. Tckes, Petroleum
Administrator for War, 12/11/42, to the
President, stating that he is greatly disturbed
to learn that a Swedish tanker at Port Arthur,
Texas, is taking on a load of AR00 tons of 20
octene gasoline, in addition to an undisclosed
amount of fuel oil. Mr. Ickes states he may

be unduly suspicious, but on the basis of past
experience, he would expect at least some of
this gasoline, which is of a sufficiently high
test to be available for air wark, will get
into the hands of Hitler. He would far rather
see it go to Russia or to some other destination
where it could be used against Hitler. Expresses
hope that the President will stop this.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR -,

WASHINGTON :.{;? ¥,
%
January 2, 1943, o %
e o e‘x I":_F'I.
My dear Mr. President: </ %’,
i

/ v
To my way of thinking, J-e-f-f-g-r-s spells trouble, At least each of;
them contains seven letters.

I have naver seen a more extramordinary letter than the one that Jeffers
wrote to Leon Henderson under date of December 31 (a similar ukase went to
Director Eastman). In case you haven't seen it, I will quote a sentence or
two !

"& * * I am convinced that we must simplify forms and procedures and
make sure that each farmer's real needs are understood by those who determine
his gasoline allowance,"

"1 shall appreciate it, therefore, if you will immediately make whatever
amendiments are needed to insure, between now and March 3lst, that no farmer
or stock raiser lacke gasoline to carry on operations essential to his
maximum production.”

"1 shall appreciate it if you will let me know what steps you take to
comply with this raquest."

I have been here for almest ten years but I have never received from you
such a letter as this. And you are my commanding officer, Jeffers has no
shadow of right to order Leon about. And if he takes thies attitude toward
Henderson we may expect him scon to glve the rest of us orders.

I haven't liked Jeffers' interviews and speeches in the Middle West.
1t does not make for good spirit among the pecple for him to go about criticizing
Henderscn's and Eastman's rationing procedures and assuring them that he was
going back to Washington to simplify those procedures. This ie dangerous
demagoglc stuff that muet have some purpose back of 1t, unless Jeffers suffers
from an ego as big ae that of Hitler.

Jeffers was on the same program with me recently at the Economic Club
of Hew York. The evening newspapers had just carried the news of Henderson's
resignation, notwithetanding which Jeffers devoted a large part of his extempo-
ranecus remarks to a criticism of the questionnaires set up in Washington. He
didn't mention Leon by name but he didn't have to, In that same speech he was
at pains to make it clear that he was still President of the Union Pacific and
neither part nor parcel of the Administration. I didn't like that either,

Jeffers assumes that he has a "mandate from the people". You didn't
appoint him to his present job. The people elected him without a diessenting
vote. Anyone with whom he hae dealings in Washington can tell you that he goes
about pounding desks and loudly asserting that he is going to have what he
demands or else he will take the case to the pecple. I don't like the "or else --"
line. His tour of the Middle West was nothing lese than a campalgn to bring
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pressure to bear upon Nelson, et al, here. There are rumors that he has made
a deal of some sort with the farm leaders.

There is also an impression that he is "running for something." His
deputy, Dr. Dewey, is a good man technically, my own technicians tell me, but
it appears that he also has become & loud volced desk pounder. Of course 1
know that the rubber program is in bad shape. I kmew that a year ago. But
this makes it all the more important that Jeffers ghouldn't be allowed to run
away with the ball, The situation can become too explosive for that. All that
we have to do in order to appreclate its potentialities is to think back to the
situation prior to the appointment of the Haruch Commi ttee.

In railway circles, Jeffers has been known for some time as "Mussolini"
Jeffers, 1 have had one fifteen minute interview with him eince he azsumed
the purple. On that occaslon, im my office, he thumped his chest twice and
told me what a "tough" man he was. UNow he has to play up to his own conception
of himself.

1 am saying to you, Mr. President, in all seriousness that you are likely
to have & real problem child on your hands if a check is not put on Jeffers
promptly and effectively. He is in a position to raise hell and the longer he
is footloose the greater will be his power to ralse hell., He regards himself
as being entirely independent of the Administration, There is enough brass in
his composition to mssure us all that there will be no lack of that metal what-
ever tne war demands may become. He is bluffing some people in the Administration
by his sheer impudence. If there is to be a row with nim it will be lese serious
now than any day later. Harriman might be able to clip his wing now but let him
get the notion that he is speaking for the people and that they are behind him
and no one will be able to do anything with him,

Sincerely yours,
.

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.



'.-..-?I"_ﬁ.'-f v /-r oy L

TR W
Fagh il _

vy
£ .
<

. .
EU/ THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR o

§ “o B

| .- 8,

WASHINGTOMN »,
&

Jamuary 2, 1943,

Uy dear Mr, President:

The alr seems to be full of rumors of committees to investigate this
and committees to investigate that, It would seem to me that the field is al-
ready well occupled, mt the opposition will find more than one crack into
which to insart a wedge, I would euggest that the Democratic leadership
anticipate, 1f possille, where the opposition will try to pry in and get in
first with resolutione to appoint investigating committees, thus avoiding
the prospect of unfriendly chalrmen, Otherwise we are likely to be fizhting
a defensive battle throushout the session,

Sincerely yours,
ol X et

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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|~ THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
[v WASHINGTON

Jamuary 5, 1943.

My dear Mr. Fresident:

I am writing you this because I am aware that the suggestion has been made,
not only to you, but to others on other occasions, that Drew Fearson finde me
a source of information that should be regarded ae highly confidential.

In his column in the WASHINGION POST this morning he refers to a colloquy be-
tween you and Henry Stimson, with reference to the Army echool at Charlottesville,
Virginia, in which connection I am guoted as saying!

"And what about one spot of completely American territery -- Hawaill?l Let's
begin by establishing civil government at home."

This is not exactly what I esaid bat I did eay something to this effect. How-
ever, I want to assure you that I did not relate this episode to Drew Pearsocn or,
go far as I can remember, to anyone. Onething that I have been scrupulous about,
and that has been not to talk about what occure at Cabinet meetinges. The Wash-
ington correspondents gave up & long time ago any questioning even of me snlong
theee lines.

One day last week, Drew Pearson called me up on the telephone. He eaid that
he had this item of news., He proceeded to relate to me substantially what he
wrote in his column, I made no comment, I did not ask him to refrain from
printing this item. After all, he is a newspaper man whose value to his readers
is greatly enhanced when he can pick up gossip of this sort. I can assure you
that i1f I had related this story to Pearson, I would have asked him either not
to print 1t or to print it in such famehion ms would protect me. That I think
may be taken for granted.

Twe or three weeks ago, Pearson related with substantial accuracy another
Cabinet episode and I realized then that he muet have some source of information
from within the Csbinet group, incredible as that might seem. As to who this
might be, I heven't the slightest notion. I haven't asked Pearson because he would,
very properly, say that he had to protect his source.

It can be taken ae axiomatic that the purveyor of information that is supposed
to be confidential is protected by the columnist because otherwise information from
that source would soon dry up. To one who lmows thie trulem, as undoubtedly you
do, it must be clear that neither you nor Henry Stimson nor I told of the colloguy
between the three of us on the occasion in question because all of ue were quoted.
Notwithstanding thie, some of my many admirers and well wishers undoubtedly will
try to make me appear to be the putative father of thls childs

Sincerely youre,

The President, .7f?%l,",q:;fﬂﬂffT523E¢ES-.*

The Wnite House, Secretary of the Interior.
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4 PETROLEUM ADMINISTRATION FOR WAR

WASHINGTON February 16, 1943

My dear Mr, Presldent!

On two occaslons during the last year I have urged at Cablnet meetings
that we undertake, in cooperation with the Mexican Government, the building
of a 100-octene gasoline plant in Mexico. No opposition was expressed on elther
sccaslon to this proposal. On the comtrary, 1t geemad to meet with genmeral ap-
proval, and when I brought it up you indicated to Under Secretary Welles, who
was attending the Cabinet meeting in the absence of Secretary Hull, that you would
1ike the matter looked into. Under Secretary Welles expressed assent but, I would
say, not necessarily approvale

At intervals I have communicated with you in writing on the subject because
nothing seemed ever to happen. Since Secretary Jones had indicated when the
guestion was first raised that he would be willing to finance such a project,

I didn't feel that the block was there. It began to dawn on me that the State
Department was responsible, Subsegquent developments have satisfled me that I
was Tights

I know that you have issued categorical imetructiomsz %o the State Depart-
ment to proceed with this project. A short time ago, when I was having a com-
ference with certaln gentlemen from the State Department on an unrelated matter
1 incidentally learned that there was grave doubt in the State Department as
to the wisdom of going shead with a 100-octane gasoline plant at this time. It
was Mr. Duggan who referred to the matter and I told him and his mssoclates
that I was always willing to reopen any questlon that had not been finally
worked out and examine it as clearly and as cbjectively as poseibles

Subsequently, certain gentlemen, including Mr, Duggan, and headed by
Ambassador Messersmith, came to my office, This was one day last week, They
went rather extensively into oll matters as related to Mexico. They were all
clearly of the opinion that, until our general o1l policies as related to Mexlco
had been worked out, 1t would be a mlstake %o go ahead with the 100-octane gas-
oline projects I mgree in principle with this position, but I also think that
we ought to lose mo further time im working sut general oil policles with Mexicos

This places us back where we were a year or moTe Ag0. The general gquestion
of our future relations with Mexico on oil was under consideration in the State
Department them, and apparently ie mow. At the present rate of progress, no
100-pctans plant will be built im Mexico fer this war which I think is a great
misfortune from a defense standpoint particularlys

The Mexicans, dependent as they are upon ua for materials, techniclans,
and money, are naturally going to be cautious in putting forward policy pro=
posals as to future American participations in oil development in Maxicos
Ambassador Messersmith stated as much in his recent meeting in my office and,
beyond that, he indicated that the Mexicans would like some indications from
our side ae to the course that we would 1ike to see them pursue. He sald, in



fact, that if he were in a position to let the Mexicans know what we wanted,
he felt reascnably certain that the Mexican CGovernment would come forward with
proposals pretty much in keeping with such indications from us.

From a Petroleum Administration standpoint the position briefly is this;

(1) This Office sent an oil mission to Mexico in August of last year.
From the report rendered, we lmow what is required there.

() It is clear that if these things are to be done, assistance must
comeé from this country. This means American participation upon some
basis in Mexican petroleum operations.

(5) The Mexican Covernment rather naturally wants an indication from

the United States Covermment as to the kind of participation and reletion-
ship we would like to see developed. For this it is looking to the State
Department .

(4) Until the State Department clarifies the position and makes known
whether it objects to American participation, we are effectively blocked

from making any progress with the 100 cctane plant or anything else.

I think with you that the 100 cctane project might easily be accomplished
through negotiation with the Mexican Government. The plant must be built by a
competent American group and, if it is to be efficiently operated and the
investment returned, it must likewise be at least supervised by capable American
technicians familiar with a complex refinery operation of this kdnd. We have
had before our Office for some time one proposal from a group of independent
oil men looking to the negotiation of such an arrangement with the Mexican
Government but, in the absence of State Department clearance, we have been
unable to give these people an answer or to make progrese in any way.

Thus, until matters within the jurisdiction of the State Department are
disposed of, your Petroleum Administration for War unfortunately continues to
be prevented from being effective in this matter of the 100 octane plant for
Mexdco.

Sincerely yours,
el T G tias

Peatroleum Administrator for War.

The President,
The White House.



)

L’H d<en L« Tstidin —

uﬂu \\an \ﬁmd Too much ‘b Lﬁw‘iﬁi 0oty 19
MNd & unTb‘h %u?bnungﬂ La o td H

dahl.i { T‘Y)n“‘q ol % \ﬂ'ﬁ ewetllem P'\O_loqm ph.
T am perally moud o Th 081 pYions T Makts Thi—
photecraph Maly Wini~ —a Pusonal  pigem s anes b{nu_




wheh Win & Chsyi shecl Wiy e b PSopli .

Wit v qow g, T SnsTen @@ o Slom My

' R
SWaswdia Sehsdalg \g a bLi o9, '?Cn}hap; RS ——

\r’f‘pm Cbl'ngabll %L'quu_ Lul-ﬂn y W?a-]Ith 506‘!!\.. e OV 1,

_IH, I exs) Lbuii. k:u laclingd Towdsd s Ractic  Ihis wins !,

Do fnaks TV This Lpioy The!, IT weuld K a Qnsay dm"ga“

bu‘ |

Tan. Tekes
.F‘“’i-um.l 16,19M3,



.;;}ﬂ F
—— Fa-

A

/ f

£ ;
PETROLEUM ADMINISTRATION FOR WAR - ﬁl E :

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1943,

ESPECI ALY -CoRFIDENTIAL
My dear Mr, Presldent:

I have reviewed our file with respect to the proposed 100-aviation gasollne
project in Mexico, especially having in mind the attitude and acts of the State
Department,

The file discloses that the State Department stresses the great dangers
connected with any attempted return of the expropriated companies to Mexico.
At the same time it suggeste in correspondence with cur Mexican Ambaeesador and
in policy memoranda that thie is in fact something to be sought provided it can
be accomplished with the operating companies "ostensibly Mexican" and "not in
popularly recognizable form",

In any consideration of the problem of the rehabllitation of the Mexican oil
industry, or the 100-octane project, our Office has taken the position that if
the Mexican Government desires to encourage American capital to vest in Mexleo,
there should be no favorites played and no "preferential rights" to any one. I
fall to see how we can subscribe to the primeciple of preference to any group.
Further, I think that we must disassoclate ourselves emphatically from the
suggeetion that the expropriated companies return to the Mexican scene under any
disguiece or by any corporate manipulation. Any such move would be altogether
indefeneible, it seeme to me, and a disservice to the expropriated companles
themselves; in fact, I doubt whether the companies themselves would comsent to
participate in a plan so dangerous.

In recent conferencee in Washington with representatives of the Mexican
Government the State Department has developed with the Mexicene and, officially
approved, a plan calling for the employment of the Universal 011 Products Company
of Chicago as the American firm to be asescciated with the Mexican Government in
the 100-octane development. This arrangement was reached without conmsultation
with our Office and, incidentally, violates the organizational procedure sugges-
ted by you in your Executive Order of December 2, 1942, establishing the Fetroleum
Administration for War.

The Universal 0il Producte Company ie a procese engineering firm -- and a
competent one -- owned by a group of major companies largely dominated by the
companies whose Mexican properties were expropriated. I am advised also that
it is a patent pool for the blg companies that, in effect, comstitute it. In
proposing or approving the selection of thie firm ae the American participant in
the 100-octane develdpment in Mexlco, the State Department laye itself open to

11524
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the charge that here is precisely the "not popularly recognizable" means by
which the initial step is to be taken to return the expropriated companies to
the Mexican oil field with "preference”.

Here again I think thet we must dieaescciate ourselves from such plans.
They spell nothing but trouble aheamd, I question that the interests of the
participating companies themselves are well served by an arrangement so
vulnerable, That the Petroleum Administration for War canmot afford to be
involved, I am guite positive,

Over a year and a half ago a group of independent oll men came to this
office with a plan looking to the development of a 100-cctane plant and related
facilities in Mexico. This plan they have, over the months, perfected with
technical detail through field work in Mexico and otherwise. Thelr proposal
was reviewed here by the appropriate members of our staff and approved as to
its technical sufficiency. However, no further progress was made for the
reason that we were never able to obtain from the State Department an answer
to our gquestion as to whether or not i1t had objection to the completion of
negotiatione with the Mexicans by thie oil group. Without State Department
clearance the Mexicans advised that they did not consider themselves free to
proceed though otherwise ready to do so.

The Office of Petroleum Adminietration has always the responsibility of
seeing that major and minor companiee alike receive falr treatment. The
equities in some cases are not easlly determined but by and large we have
been able to date to deal successfully with the problem. In no other case,
bowever, in our relations with independent oil groupe have we been required
so to evade and delay in our deamlings. For the reasons here given the record
is not good and if now, etill without an anewer to thie group, we asscclate
ourselves with the plans described herein, I think that we subject ourselves
to attack, These independents could well charge that after having spent
1iverally of their time and money they were denied a hearing and forthright
anewer in order that others might be assured of a "preference".

Sincerely yours,

M/E%

Petroleum Administrator for War,

The Prealdent,
The White House.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR : o
WASHINGTON I W

May 7, 1943,

Dear Grace!

I am glad you told me in your letter of May 5 that Missy would like
to have a copy of my beok. I have some more under order and I will send
her one Jjust as soon as they come from the publisher,

Jane is feeling all right but the trouble is that she works too hard.
We still haven't given up hope of your coming out one of these nights.

Sincerely yours,

Miss Grace Tully, MZM

The White House. e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 13, 1043,

errvar: N

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
SECRETARY OF STATE:

Will you spealk to me about

this?
F.D.R.,

Especlally confidential let to the Pres,
from Ickes April 20th re proposed 100-
aviation gasoline project in Mexieco and
his views on same,

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.s.

B 241972

By W. J. Stewart Date________
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 11, 1943.

MEMOKANDUM FOX
HON. JONATHAN DANIELS:

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND
PLEASE RETURN FOR MY FPILsC.

F.D.R.

Letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 7/1/43,
to the President, with attached memorandum of
6/20/L3, which the Secretery received from
2,K. Padov bmitting a list of nemes for the
Prealdent to delect from for nis proposed National
Committee on face Helations, end memorandum whic
€ Jecre om 5. K. Padover under
dated of 7/1/43 - "Our National Minorities".
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

August 30. 1943

My dear Mr. President:

I am returning herewith Mr. Iokes' sonfidential
letter of April 20, 1943, addressed to you en the subject
of the 100-cotane aviation gasoline plant for Mexioco.

In conneotion with this high cotane plant for Mexioco,
it is my understanding that the Petroleun Administration
for War has recently expressed approval to the representa-
tive of Petroleos Mexicanos of a United Btates engineering
firm, Arthur G. MoKee and Company, Cleveland, Ohio, to act
as general oonsultants for Petroleos Mexioanos. It is
also my understanding that the Petroleum Administration
for War has approved in prineiple the design of a Plant
which will be finally eleared by the Petroleum Administra-
ti:-n f:r War when the detalled design for this plant is
submlitted.

Apart from the foregoing this Department, through
the United States Ambassador in Mexico, is ocarrying on
informal oconversations for the purpose of ascertaining
under what eonditions the Government of Mexice would be
prepared to permit the United States oil oompanies to
renew and to ocarry on operations in Mexico. The Department,
of oourse, has no partioular interest in any oOmpany or
companies, whether they be large or small, or whether or
not they had been engaged in the petroleus business in
Mexioo at any previous time. These conversations are
progressing satisfaoterily and it is hoped that before
very some arrangement may be worked out with the
Mexisan ernment reby any legitimate United Btates
patroleun interest may be permitted to enter the Mexiocan
field under conditions satisfactory to the Government of
Mexice and those United States interests ooncerned.

Faithfully yours,
Enolosurs!
From Mr. Iokes,
April 20, 1943.

The President,
The White House.
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J//THE SECRETARY OF THE INTER.
v
WASHINGTON

T

November 1, 1943,

My dear Mr. President:

1 agree with what you said in your memorandum of October
18 about Chief Forester Watts, I have not met him, but 1 have
a high estimate of him based upon what I have been told by people
in a position to know what they were talking about.

I believe that he did send word to his people in the Jackson
Hole area mot to take any part on the Monmument controversy. But
you and I have known instances in the past when orders from Wash-
{ngton, even although you, yourself, had sent those orders, were
disregarded. The reason I am sure that the foreestry people are
continuing their opposition to the Monument is because I now have
on my staff the forestry man who used to be Regional Director in
that area and he has told me the attitude of the forestry people
out there and how they put over their stuff. I believe that the
forestry men in the field, with few exceptions, do about as they
damn please. Bach region is governed by a Teutonic knight ae
though in his own right.

Sincerely youres,

Aol G

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.

13



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 18, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SBECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

In re to yours of Beptember
I n-ﬁ" good talk with ‘tttl
other day and I think he is
honest io saying that he sent
t the be of the Jackson
business t people were
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F. D. R.

No papers aceompanied t original of
this memorandum to the Secretary of the

Intarior.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 15, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Dr. Watt, the Chief Forester,
"phoned me as follows:

"When I talked to the Presi-
dent this morning about the
Jackson Hole controversy, he
stated that in some informa-
tion which had come te him
there was mentioned the name
'"Robert Miller', as being
very active in the controversy.
I told the President I thought
this man had retired, but upon
checking our files, find he has
been dead four or five years,"

« MW,






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 22, 1043

Please speak to me about
this, I think 4t 1s time to do
some thing effeotive,

F.D.R.

Letter from the Secretary of the Interior,
9/17/43, to the President, in re establish-
ment of Jackson Hole Monument. GQuotes
portion of letter received from Horace

M. AMlbright, pointing out that the Forest
Service bas been very active in this

fight against the estublishment of this
Imumt--



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

September 17, 1943,

My dear Mr. President!:

1 suppose that you know that we have been having a fight over the Jackson
Hole Monument which you established some time ago to tamke care of the Rocke-
feller and other lands lying to the south of Jackson Lake, The oppoeition
started off in full ery but we didn't do any -- or at least fast -- running,
with the result that I think that we are going to lick a bill introduced in
the House by Congressman Barrett of Wyoming to abolish the monument. We have
also had to take on Joe O'Mahoney in the Senate, but I think that he will pull
in his horns too.

Among other things, there was a hearing in the Jackson Hole country on the
subject matter of this National Monument. Horace M. Albright went ocut to do
what he could to help and I have had a letter from him recently which contained
a paragraph that I think will interest you!

"It seeme quite certain that the Forest Service has been
very active again as you and I suspected, I am informed by one
letter from the Jackson Hole: 'Fifty per cent of the dirty fight-
ing in here has been done by the Forest Service, retired or active.
Seventy five per cent of all the trouble has been due to the Forest
Service. This has been golng on, ae everyone kmows, since the time
of Hobert Miller. Furthermore, it is a running sore which will con-
tinue and spread because the moment a young and innocent Forester
comes in here, he ie at once indoctrinated by the recalcitrants.
The Forest Service in here has been plavipg favorites and using
the whip of granting or withholding ueee of all kinds, even graszing
rights. I don't suppose that any Government bureau wants that to
come out does it1'"

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior,

The Presldent,
The White House.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

November 11, 1943,

My dear Mr. President:

For your information I am sending you an opinion from Fowler Harper,
Bolicitor for the Department of the Interior.

Sincerely yours,

Szl L, Lo tems

Secretary of the Interior, oz

The President,
The White House.

Ene.
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ASST. SECY S OPFICE Qe OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR o o 1000
WASHINGTON 2B

MENMORANDIM for the Secretary,

About two weeks ago the Attorney General submitted a title opinicn and & deed
from the President covering his property at Hyde Park, which did not meet with my ap-
proval because its provisions contravened the New York statutes. The Department of
Justice concurred with my views,

I have been advised today by Asslstant Attorney General Littell that three alter-
nate proposals have been submitted to the President for his consideration:

1. A Deed Providing for a Joint Life Estate in Mrs. Rocsevelt
and the Five Children.

2+ A Deed Creating Two Life Estates Only.
3+ A Lease for a Term of Years.

The first proposal is not recommended by the Assistant Attorney General because
there is no New York authority to uphold the recommendation, although in Michigan,
which has the same statute, the courts have upheld the proposal. Since the New York
courts have not passed upon the question, the principle of law involved is not entirely
free from doubt, but I think if the President wants to take the chance, in view of the
remoteness and improbability of an adverse ruling, the recommendation should be con-
sidered by the President. If the courts should hold that the second joint estate is
void, the first joint estate for the life of the President and his wife would be upheld,
This proposal has the advantages of the second, which provides for two life estates
only and has the added advantage that the courts might uphold the entire reserved
estate.

With respect to the third recommendation, the Assistant Attorney General seems to
think an amendment to the existing legislation would be advisable. I do not concur
with that conclusion because the language of the act of July 18, 1939 (53 Stat. 1062,
1065), is broad enough to authorize the acquisition of valid title subject to a lease-
hold, if that is administratively satisfactory to this Department.

In ecnclusion, the acceptance of either the first er third proposal would more
closely meet the President's original objectives than the second, which I think would
be the least desirable as it fails to provide for the use of his property by his
children.

I have related the above facts for your information. Conceivably the President may
want to discuss the matter with you.

\ Solicitor.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN
December 14, 1943.

Dear Grace:

Last Saturday afternoon Ezra Van Horn came through on my house
telephone, which has a blind number, although it is listed with the
White House switchboard. I asked him whether he had come through the
Interior switchboard and his answer was "no, I got you direct." Upon
inquiry I found that he asked for my house telephone of my switchboard
but he was refused. I know that my operators are very strict about
this. They alwaye ask me first before glving my number or even before
putting anyone through. It aleo develops that during this conversation
with my switchboard, Van Horn said something about the White House.
This leads me to wonder whether he got my number from the White House
switchboard, I am not making a point of it because it might have been
done by mistake, but if this did happen I eimply want to caution against
its happening again because it is troublesome to keep changing my house
telephone number.

It did Jane a lot of good to see you the other evening and I en-
Joyed it too.

Sincerely yours,

Aone gl L. Ptias

Secretary of the Interior,

Miss Grace Tully,

The White House,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON |

MEMORAWDUM FOR |
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

”-_Pr"& .' ___.--4

January 20, 1944. '

What do you think we
should do next?
Please return enclosure

with your reply.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.B.

By W. J. Stowart Date LD 24 ]ﬂ?')i' %

Memorandum for tae President from Hon.

Sanson Purcell, Chairman, SFC, 11/13/47,
anclosing memorandum from Sumner T. Pike

tn the Cheirmen of the SFC, 10/26/43, in re
ermie oil nrice incresse, “tatas this
informetion 1= in complisnce with the Proai-
dept's remuest { on the oceasion of Mr. Purcellts
visit to the President with Ed Burke) for
astimate of the problem invelved in breeking

down the costs and profits of the b
fintegrated"” oil cuﬂmnia:.u ol
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THE WHITE HOUsS
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

January 20, 1944.

What do you think we
should do next?
Please return enclosure

with your reply.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of ths U.S5.

By W. J. Stewart !:Iatf.E__B_ﬂ‘f_j_‘\???



) '\}J' PETROLEUM ADMINISTRATION FOR WAR

!
M\\ WASHINGTON

MAR -9 1944

My dear Mr, President:

I bave given considerable thought to your memorandum of January 20
enclosing Chairman Purcell's communication of November 13 relating to
the problem of breaking down the cost and profits of integrated oil
companies, I agree that the present statutory powers of the Securities
and Exchange Commission do not seem sufficiently broad to cover such

an ingquiry,

I am doubtful whether an inquiry of this character would serve
any very useful purpose, Cost accounting in any multi-product industry
like oil is at best a series of wholly arbitrary assumptions - useful
8s a matter of internal control within any single company, but almost
valueless for comparative purposes between companies, Not only are
there no two oil companies which agree as to a "proper® basis for
allocating cost between production, refining, transportation, and mar-
keting, but even within the same company the accountants invariably
disagree as to what operations should be classified as part of each
of these branches, The permitations and combinations are almost
infinite, These companies engage in thousands of different opera=
tions, manufacturing hundreds of products from a great variety of
crude oils, condensates, and natural gases, which in their turn are
produced, bought, sold, transported, refined, distributed, and mar-
keted in so many different ways and in ever changing amounts and
proportions, No accepted uniform cost accounting system exists for
integrated operations of such complexity, Of course, a single arbitrary
system could be promulgated and each company required to answer a
questionnaire based on such & system, but each would have to recast
its accounts, in whole or in part, and after the results were tabu-
lated, whatever classifications were adopted. would still be open to
endless attack and justifiable argument,

It seems unlikely that any complicated uniform "cost® survey
could contribute any substantial refinement in the general conclusions
which experts in the petroleum industry can now readily reach, Fortue
nately there are enough companies operating in only a single so=called
branch of the business to give a reasonably good index of conditions
in that branch. If the profits and losses of a properly selected
cross section of companies operating in the various branches of the




industry be surveyed and averaged, I am certain that such averages
would constitute a good index of monsys ocurrently made or lost by
integrated companies in the various branches of their operations. This
type of & "breakdown" could be made from existing financial statements
and reports to the SEC and Treasury Department.

I shall be glad to collaborate in such a study if you desire. As

you requested, I am returning the enclosure which accompanied your
memorandum.,

Sincerely yours,

Wféfﬁ—z{q.

Petroleum Administrator for War.

The President,
The White House,




UMNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
10TH AND LOCUST STREETS

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

November 13, 1943

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT:

On the occaslon of my visit to you with Ed Burke, you
asked me to obtain for you an estimate of the problem in-
volved in breaking down the costs and profits of the big
"integrated™ oll companies. I am sorry that I have not been
able to reply sooner but the delsy has been due to the
absence on account of illness of one or two key men on the
staff whose views I felt 1t necessary to obtain.

As I told you at the time, we dc not under our regular
securities filings obtain this segregated information. How-
ever, 1t 1s my opinion that a quautgﬂnnnire could be devised
which the oll companies could reply to wlthout too much
difficulty which would reflect the costs and income items in
the various divisions of their operations -- production,
refining, transportation and marketing. I doubt if this Com-
mission has any authority presently to make such an inquiry.
If you would like us to make such a study I will be glad to
dlscuss the appropriate means of obtalning authority with the
Attorney General and members of his staff.







Detober 26, 1543
MEMORANDUM

TOs The Chairman
Securities & Exchange Commission

FROM: Summer T, Plke
SUBJECT: OCrude 0il Price Increase

In the recent discussion on the price of oil, two points
have generally been stressed in favor of a price increase;

(1) That the independent "wildcatter® and producer is
being forced, by increasing costs and frozen prices, to sell his
properties to the larger integrated companies; and

(2) That the big companies make their money in other
than their producing operations while the straight producer is
operating at a loas,

nthbuthnftheumtamuIﬂwwghlydhmu.

(1) The 1ittle man is being forced out of business,
We have taken a record of all the straignt preoducing companies
available to the SEC and find that they did better in 1941 than
in 1940, showed a further inerease in 1942, and for the first
six months of 1943 made still higher earnings. (A similar tabulation
by OPA showed the same trend),

These earnings are after income taxes and are given in
detail on Table ITI attached,

Any Increases in costs have been more than absorbed by
better efficiency and increased volume, We are still told that
the little man is lesing money, Strangely enough, however, in
all the hearings on the price of oil held by seven different
Committees of the House and the Senate not one income statement
or balance sheet has been offered in support of this contention,

There is, howsver, a wave of selling by individusl rroducers,
This is not distress selling, It is due to the high prices for oil
properties offercd by integrated concerns which must protect their
investments in other branches of the industry,




In & recent letter to an independent producer who is an
old friend and former partner, I stated the case as follows,

"I have a strong feeling that these purchases by integrated
companies mean that they are more scared than you. They have plpe-
lines, refineries and market facllities, and are worried sbout not
having enough oil to put through them for the next 25 years, Wi.thout
oil these facilities aren't worth much, and it begins to look
probably that we can't continue to find in these United States enough
to supply our growing requirements,

"1 am sure that the Government would prefer the small
producers to keep their properties; but when the major companies are
willing to pay the high prices that are being offered now, nobody
can be blamed for selling out."

This still represents my opiniog,

(2) The big companies are willing to lcse on production
because they make it up in other operstions,

From 1939 through the third quarter of 1941, the big companies
made consistent profits out of production, These profits by the large
companies increased from 22-8/10 cents a barrel in 1939 to 27-3/10 cents
in 1940 and approximately 35 cents in the first three quarters of 1941,
While these figures stop at the end of the third quarter of 1941, there
is no reason to believe that later statistics would show any deviation
from the upward earnings trend shown by the straight producing comparies
in the figures mentioned under point (1),

We have in the office & masas of further detail on these and
kindred arguments. My net conclusion is that the arguments have little,
if any, merit,



s
TABIE I
CRUDE PETROLEUM: PRODUCTION
FOR ALL REPORTING mmircsas, TWENTY
'R PRODUCERS, 19 940, AND FIRS
Interest
Production
_Per Bbls,
1939
All Producers 748,135,296
Twenty Large Companies 540,202, 546
All Other Producers 207,932,750
1940
m Producers 307,'?5‘9,1-5'?
Twenty Large Companies 567,850,914
All Other Producers 239,918,233
1st Quarter 1941
All Producers %ﬂg,gﬂg,gig
Twenty Large Companies 54
All Other Producers 33:??5:290
2nd Quarter 1941
All Producers igg,ggg,ggs
Twenty Large Companies 0
All Other Producers 4,670,115
J2rd Quarter 1941
All Producers 200,884,202
Twenty Large Companies 155,751,345
All Other Producers 45,132,857

#Tariff Commission Study,

1,018
1.066
«934

1.027
1.019
1.053

1,119
1.115
1.141

1,171
1.174
1.166

, COST AND MARGIN,

«759
«783
«702

#7154
«Th2
797

751
W 742
+783

o 764
.758
« 787

$0.237
228
254

+259
«273
«232

+273
«256

«373
.358

416
« 379






TABLE III

L g e . 20,677,800
19T senssnnnrnsnss 23,830,458
1938 covesnsencrass 16,969,462
1939 seisnsssssanns 15,568,463

1940 wrewsisssasass 10,970,373
I sssnensnsnsses 21,823,069
TRRE o ovosinsivbsin. 25,005,006
First six months of 1942 ... 10,440,763
First six months of 1943 ... 12,440,763

# Amerada Petroleum Corp., Barnsdall 0il Company, Bishop 01l
Co. (Calif,), Darby Petroleum Corp., Houston 0il Co. of Texas,
louisiana Land and Exploration Co, (Md.), North Central

Texas 011 Co., Inc. (T1l.), Pacific Western 0il Corp. (Del.),
Penn. Valley crude 0il Corp. (Del.), Plymouth 0il Co.,
Republic Petroleum Co, (Calif.), Seaboard 0il Co. of Delaware,
South Penn (il Co, (Pa.), Sunray 0il Corporation of Del.,
Superior Oil Company (Calif.), Superior 0il Corporation, Texas
FPacific Coal & 0il Co., and Universal Consolidated 0l Co.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

i

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

March 1, 1944.

Please read and return for my
files. He and you and I all have
green in our eyes which has come
to us from long experience!

F. D. R.

letter from Josephus Daniels, Raleigh, N.C.
to the Pres. Feb. 22, re Elk Hills Naval
Reserve in California. Says he is Ereatly
disturbed because Iekes put an officer of
the Standard 041 Co. of Calif. in as 01l
Administrator and urged an increase in the
price of gascline.

DECLASSIFIED
fiy Deputy Archivist of rﬁgid 1972

By W. J. Stewart Date________



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

VEMDRANDUM FOR:  Miss Grace Tully  _g™)
FHOM: Jonatban Daniels _°

My father asked me to pass this letter
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Mar 9 12 ug PH "y

RECEIVED

PE WHITE HOuS

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

B s
N
RN

March 8, 1944.

My dear Mr. President!
&

I enclose a memorandum from Secretary Chapman, together with a news-
paper clipping. What a Senator, and, more particularly, what a democratl

Sincerely yours,
S == g

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House.

Enclosures,



> : IS
OFFICE OF
o ASSISTANT SECRETARY UNITED STATES %
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR .
WASHINGTON ¢:3‘ﬁ35;¢qn4.
March B8, 1944

MEMORANDUM for the Secretary.

A special Congressional election held in Denver yesterday went to the
Republican candidate by 2800 votes. One of the reasons given over the
phone to me this morning was Senator Johnson's speech which was published
in full in the Denver Post by the Hepublicans.

1£:::? t |Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

h’ 3, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR:
SECRETARY ICKES3,
DEAR EAROLDa
THANK YOU FOR THRE CHART
IN REGARDS TC T7IE GAIN IN TANKER TONNAGE,
THAT I8 GREAT WORE,

F. De Re

No papers accompanied the original of
this memorandum to Secretary Ickes.

'L‘:’liﬂfé.{..u Cdenr

<Yy
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t1r AHE BEERETARY OF THE INTERIOR

HM 22 B & r‘IH"nﬁl":i&(?HIMl‘.'.‘il'l"C})'l'wl

May 19, 1944,
RECEIVED

My dear Mr. Preeident:

I have told you heretofore how Governor Harwood of the Virgin Islands managee to
have himgelf summoned as a witness before our subcommittee on Appropriations, at which
he sabotages our Interior program in that administrative area. Recently I have dis-
covered that he takes advantage of such occasione to build up sentiment against Governor
Tugwell and the thinge for which the majority in Puerto Rico stand.

This man is not only mischievous, he is dangerous, and I beg of you to send him
eleewhere if he must be kept in the Federal employment.

Sincerely yours,

’h’d L %
__M
The President, Secretary of the Interior,

The White House.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR '-._‘4,{\
- . wi

WASHINGTON e EITER
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June 30, 1944,

My dear Mr. President:

When I sew you a fortnight ago, I expressed the hope that upon your return
to Washington -- you were leaving that day -- you might give me an appointment at
which I might discuss with you the question of my resigning from the Cabinet. I
am feeling more and more strongly about thie. I would prefer to talk the matter
over with you but, of course, if you prefer, I will set down my reasons in writing,

My plans are to go to California in a week or ten days on a trip that will
net get me back until after the Chicage convention.

Sincerely yours,

A aesll & SBeae

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House.
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TELEGRAM |
OFFICIAL BUSINESS —GOVERNMENT 1\

\
The Presldent, July 15, 1944,
(te be ment through the White House).

Report has reached me that Farley will issue a release tomorrow in Chicago

B S ELSmEe W e w—iTE

to following n_niul effect: quote We must protect ourselves against threat of
dictatorship im thie ecountry. It is too late to prevent remomination of Presi-
dent Hoosevelt but we can prevent his dictating the nomination of Vice President.
unquote. The result would be that if Wallace should mot be renominated,
sspecially after you had indicated that he was your first choice, Farley would
get wide scclaim as the man who stopped him, desplte your endorsement., And if
¥allace should be remomimated the charge would be made that you had dictated

the momination, especially im vlew of fact that few, if any, conceds any

chance to Wallace except as @ result of your suppert. If this is Farley's
intention, he will be capitalizing at your cost, whether Wallace is or is not

renominated.

Harold L, Ickes,
Becretary of the Interior,

KL
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| /0;‘ P Fotles /' cM 2-Yy
- Signal Corps, Enited States Army g:ﬁfi
Recpived at

*vwWU52 539 URGENT JuLy 20, 1944,

CHICAGO ILL JuLY 19 1944 LOIO
THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITE HOUSE WASHDC

| WANT YOU TO BELIEVE THAT | WOULD NOT SEND YOU THIS TELEGRAM

UNLESS | SAW AN ISSUE IMPENDING THAT WILL BE MADE TO ORDER FOR
DEWEY, FOR TRUMAN | HAVE HAD BOTH GENUINE LIKING AND RESPECT.

NEXT ONLY TO DOUGLAS HE HAS BEEN MY CHOICE FOR VICE PRESIDENT

IT IS NOT THAT | OBJECT TO HIS NOMINATION PER SE BUT THE METHOD

OF IT, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN AMER|I CAN HISTORY WE SEE THE BOSSES

OF CORRUPT POLITICAL MACHINES TAKING CONTROL OF A NATIONAL CONVENTION
AND OF THE ORGAN IZATION OF A MAJOR Panfv. NO ONE HERE 18 DECEIVED
A§ TO THE IMPETUS BEHIND THE TRUMAN CANDIDACY, IT I8 HANNEGAN,
KELLY, HAGUE AND FLYNN WITH THE GHOST OF PENDERGAST PRESIDING AT THE
TABEL, HERE 18 AN ISSUE MADE TO ORDER FOR DEWEY WHOSE WHOLE
REPUTATION AND WHOSE NOMINATION TODAY |8 BASED UPON HIS APPARENTLY

FEARLESS ONSLAUGHT ON THE KIND OF MACHINE AMND CORRUPT POLITICS




Signal turpﬂ, TUnited States Army
Rervived at

(2]
REPREZENTED BY THE WEM IM QUESTION, THERE ARE OTHER MAMES THAT ARE
BEING USED WHICH IF THEIR AUTHENTICITY CAN BE VERIFIED AND BROUGHT INT O
THE OPENM wWiLL BODE MO GOOD FOR NOVEMBER. IN WY OFINION & GRAVE
POLIT)CAL ERROR 18 ABOUT TO BE COMMITTED. | wWas IM CHIGAGD FOUR YEARS
AGO AND WITHNESSED THE NOMINAT ION OF A CAMNDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT
WHO WAS WOT ACCEPTABLE TO DELEGATES. I FELT THAT THAT MOMIMATION
WASE A MIBTAKE, THE FACT THAT THE RENOMIMNATION OF THAT MAN HAE BEEN
DEC IDED AGAINST ON THE SCORE OF HIS POLITICAL UNAYAILABILITY FROVES
THAT HIS ORIGINAL WOMINATION FOUR YEARS AGO WAS A MISTAKE. YOU EKNOW
HOW | FEEL ABOUT WALLACE NOT A8 AN INDIVIDUAL BUT AS A& POLITICAL
PERESONAL ITY, BUT IN MY JUDGEMENT WALLACE BY NOVEMBER wWOULD PROVE TO
BE WMUugH LESS OF A LIABILITY THAN TRUMAN DESPFITE HMIS FINE PERSONALITY
AMD OUTETAMDING PUBLIC RECORD WILL PROVE TO BE. I EBAY THIS WITH
EWPHAS 15, TRUMAM'S DEFENSE OF PENDERGAST ON THE FLOOR OF THE SEMATE
WILL DECOME A BOUNDING BOARD FOR EVERY REPUBL ICAN CAUPAIGHNING FOR

DEWEY, THE BOSSES REFERRED TO ARE MAKING NO EFFORT EYEW TO DJEGUIEE




%
Signal Corps, United States Armyp

Bereived at

(3]

THE PLAY, THEY ARE BEING BRAZEN ABOUT THE WHOLE MATTER. THEY HAVE
MADE UP THEIR MINDS THAT TRUMAN |8 THE WAN AND THEY ARE BROADCASTING
IT ALL OYER THE PLACE THAT HE HAS YOUR APPROVAL., WHETHER HE HAS OR
HOT | DO NOT KMOW BUT 1 DO KMOW THAT YOU GOULD NOT HAVE APPROVED IN
ABVANCE BUCH PROCEEDINGS AS ARE 1M PROGRESS HERE. | DOUBT WHETHER
You COULD EVEN HAVE ANTICIPATED THE CRUDEMESS AMD THE ROUGHNESS OF
WHAT |5 GOING ONs | GERTAINLY DID NOT DO 0 DR | WOULD MOT HAVE COME
T0 CHICAGO, THE LIBERALS ARE NOT ONLY DISHEARTEMED THEY ARE AMORY.
| BELIEVE THAT | HAVE MEVER BEEN B0 IMPERSONAL IN ALL WY LIFE WITH
RESPECT TO A POLITICAL HOMINAT | ON . | WANT ¥OU REELECTED ABOYE
ANYTHING ELSE BUT | DON'T BELIEVE THAT ¥ouU ARE GOING TO BE ELECTED
WITHOUT & CLOSE HARD FIGHT. THAT BEING 80 | HAVE HOPED THAT WOT ONLY
THE PEREBONALITY OF THE CANDIDATE FOR ¥ICE PRESIDENT BUT THE MANMNER
oF His EELECTION wWOULD BE BUCH AB HOT TO COMATITUTE ANY HARKD I CAP,

WHAT | AM WITNESSING HERE 18 IN YIOLATION OF MY POLITICAL JUDGEMENT







2-yy

At

i am,_._

«u..

_.L._



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON
July 24, 1944,

My dear Mr. President:

Thie is not so much a post mortem as an attempt at an appralsal of what happened in
Chicago.

1 did not intend to go to Chicago for the Convention. In the end I went, hoping that
I might be able to be of some help, if there were any chance to nominate Bill Douglas
¥hom, as you know, I regarded as the strongest possibdle candidate for Vice President.
As I explained at a caucus of the I1limnis delegates, I had only one interest and that
was in your reelection. Having this concern, it necesearily follewed that secondarily,
I was interested also that we should nominate a man for Vice Presldent, who, if he could
not be of any partieular help, at least would not be a bhandicap. As you know, I was con-
vinced that Heary Wallace would be a handicap and that he should not be mominated.

I am bound to say that the situation ia Chicago, after I got into 1t, surprised me
very much indeed. There is no doubt in my mind, or in the minds of some of your other
friends with whom I have talked, that Henry Wallace was the strong men of the convention.
If it had not been for astute political management Henry would have been remominated.
The sentiment for Truman was built up. Whereas I had gone with Douglas as my first
choice and Truman se my second, I found that, in good consclence, I could mot support
Truman on the basie upon which his candidacy was being promoted. As I told the Illinois
delegation, the method of the selection of the candidate was no less important than his
personality, I felt that we could not afford to go out of Chicago with a candidate, who,
obviously, was nominated because of the insistence of the political bosses of corrupt
clty machines. Truman could have been nominated, if that were the desirable objective,
with some sublety. But the bosses were brarzen, They were in the saddle and they evi-
dently proposed that it be known that they were running the convention.

There were also some double-crossing and some misrepresentations. Frankly, I do
not believe that if you had been in Chicago to appraise for yourself the atmosphere of
the convention you would have permitted the methods to be pursued that were recklessly
indulged in. I need not remind you that I was opposed to Wallace four years mgo., I
told you so the first opportunity that I had upon my return to Washington in 1940, I
not only objected to Wallace, I was more opposed to the method of his nomination. But
this year we have seen the city bosses, in your name, demand the nomination of a man
whom the convention did not want. S0 I found myself im the extraordinary position of
voting on the last ballot for Wallace, the man whom I had gone to Chicago to oppose.

After all, I have fought this kind of politics all of my life. If I represent
anything at all im politics in my city and state, it is oppoeition to corrupt politiecal
machines, whether they are democratic or republican, that sustain themselves on patrom-
age, contractors' graft and the levying of tribute upon gambling, vice and prostitution.
I eouldn't have come home to face my family if I had allowed such a man to deliver
me to whatever candidate. It would have been all right if these bosses



bad gone along as part of a general movement. But i1t has dome no good for nawspapar
headlines, day after day, to refer to the "Big Four" meaning Hannegan, Kelly, Flynn

and Hagne. They might have added Ed Pauley, although he is not a city boss., If my

information is correct, he put gquestionable presgure upon the Californis delegates,

in your name, to force them to vote for Truman when they wanted somebody else,

1 have seen a good deal of Truman during the last two years., Most of all about
him,I admire his modesty. He does not have an exaggerated opinion of himself, He
has done an outstanding job fearlessly and ably. No one needs to apologize for
supporting him for vice president even if thers might be resservations as to whether
he is really blg enough for the job. But, Mr, President, I wouldn't have been for
the Angel Gabriel himeelf as the "take it or leave i1t" candidate of Hannegan, Kelly,
Flynn and Hague. For the first time im American history the machinery of a major
pelitical party has been taken over by the bosses of the big city machines., Thie is
such an issue as Dewey himself could not have made or even hoped for. In the caucus
of the Illinois delegates I warned of the danger of this issue.

It is all over now and I am willing to do whatever I can to help reelect you,
I will have no reservations in supporting Truman. I was not responsible for the
manner of his nomination and I believe him to be an homorable and upright citizen.
I was urged to take the floor myself and denocunce this combination of bosees and only
one consideration restrained me. I could not allew myself to do anything that could
be used as ammunition by Dewey in the pending campalgn. I am more intensely inter-
ested in your reelection than I was even im 1936 or in 1940, I regard Dewey am &
dangerous and unscrupulous men whose slecticn might be fraught with the gravest con-
sequences to the country. Because I felt his danger so keenly is why I felt that it
wee important to nominate for the vice president the strongest possible candidate in
the beet possible manner,

Some of your closest friends were worried at the end of the first ballet en
Friday. They felt that great damage was being done to your cause. The hope of
some of ue was that we could adjourn Friday night, after the second ballot, and then
it was my purpose to make a serious attempt to try to bring about an agreement on
Bill Douglas. But the bosses were in the saddle, They Imew how to handle the con-
ventlon and from their point of view they did a good Jjob.

I am not writing this in a bad humor, Never befors have I been so indifferent
as t0 who might be selected as a candidate. My only interest was that we choose a
man who would help you and not handicap you. I say in all earnestness that at Chicago
Henry Wallace was by far the stronger man of the two. Ee has come out of this con-
vention with added prestige and that, too, you ought to know, The Henry Wallace as
of today is a much bigger man than the Henry Wallace of a week ago and certainly of
a year ago. I was greatly surprised to find that he had the strength that he had and
that delegates were as devoted to him as they were. Let me say for him, too, that he
was careful every minute of the time to avold saying or doing anything that might
hurt you, A different man, who was thinking only of himself, could have rent that
convention in two.

And so I, the man who went to Chicago to try to help select some one slse than
Wallace, left Chicago with a heightened affection for him and a deeper respect than
I have ever had. Others may depreciate Wallace's strength and question his attitude;



some may rejolce merely in the fact that Truman was nominated -- it ie so human

to want to be with the winner -- but I lmow that you will be too wise, after you
have beer informed by persone of differing points of view, not to realize that one
of the outstanding National figuree of this day is Hemry Wallace. UNext only to
yourself, and of course even at that, to a much lesser degree than you, I believe
that he has the greatest and moet devoted personal following of any man in the
democratic party.

I hope that those who were instrumental in pulling him to earth as he was
gallantly fighting a hopeless fight will not be permitted to tear him to pieces.

Sincerely yours,

Fr e ol (L AT

e —————

The President,
The Wnite House.



COPY, 4-19-L9, Kr, /z_?; =
TELEGRAM

GV NEWYORK NY AUG 16 1920
HON FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT R
CARE J BRUCE DREMER BUTTE MONT
REPUBLICAN PLATFORM IGNORED ALSSKA ON WHICH TERRITORY SEATTLE IS
VERY DEPENDENT ADVISED REPUBLICAN COMMITTEEMEN FOR WASHINGTON AND
ALASXA WROTE HARDING THIS WOULD COST HIM FORTY THOUSAND VOTES IN
WASHINGTON HENCE HARDING MENTIONED ALASKA IN ACCEPTANCE AND FOR NO
ATHER REASON PERIOD OUR UNDERSTANDING MENTION IN PLATFORM IGNORED
ACCOUNT OF SATISFYING CONSERVATION ELEMENT TO WHICH WEST IS
HOSTTLE PERIOD BRING OUT IN SFATTLE SPEECH THAT CONSERVATIONISTS STILL
WANT TO BOTTLE UP ALASKA AND YOU WILL INFLUENCE ALASKANS NOW RE-
SIDING IN WASHINGTON OUR SIDE ALL WEST RABID AGAINST PINCHOTISM
RIGGS
GOVERNOR OF ALASKA

AUG 17 1.30 AM



August 24, 1944 j L.Lr J

Prials." | ¢

Dear Harold:

That artiocle the other day in the Times was a
real boner. The faot 1s that a month and a half ago
I Selegraphed to see whether Marshal Btalin would meet
with me and Churchill in the near future. Stalin
replied in a very nice tone that he oould mot poselbly
leave his army, which is now on the offensive, at this
time Dut that he d1d want to meet with Charahill asd
me ap soon as he pould,

In view of this, I gave up all thought of a trip
overseas %o meet Mr. Churchill alone. There are several
they relate o Anglemserotsoik,over ¥ith hin because

 d a oan o ons in the
future that do ::ilu-m hnn,. o

- %rgulr. '“L n.:{.u-udlr. I expeot that
urahi eome hemisphere somewhers within
the next two or three weeks -- not Washington, D. 0.

I have no the t of %o London, Pari
to any point in mﬂam u:..' "o o

I expect to be here the after Labor D
will see you then. gl .

Il.nlrlnnhimlulhn that
Eetting a real holiday, e .

Alvays sincerely,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes,
ﬂ Aoadla Hational Park Offices,

Maine.

tar/
tmb



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON
August 21, 1944,
My dear Mr, President: DN

I am up here in Acadia National Park with Jane and the children so
that I am not any too sure from the newspapers as to what is happening.
But an article by Turner Catledge of the NEW YORK TIMES the other day has
given me such concern that I am again venturing to intrude upon you and I
apologize for doing so.

I hope that it is not true that you are proposing to go to London, and
perhaps to Paris, before the electicn. With Wilson's trips to Eurcpe after
the last war so easy to recall, I believe that the cpposition would have

little difficulty in arousing apprehensions that would have disturbing results.

1 wonder if, politically speaking, it is not one thing tc meet Churchill on
neutral ground, such as was the case in North Africa or Teheran, and another
to go to the capital of the British Empire. It would be all right for Chur-
chill to come to Washington again. The people are used to that and rather
like the idea. But, deep down, I doubt if they would take to the notion of
our President going to London, or even to Paris,

There is another possible point that might be emphasized. Dewey cannot
go abroad and your ability to do so, thus availing yourself of an opportunity
that is not his,might be charged as taking an unsportsmanlike advantage.
Moreover, I wonder if there is anything to the thought that the pecple might
not like it if you should be out of reach for either spoken or unspoken
questions. If you should fail of reelection, to which absence from the
country might be thought to have contributed, it would be a terrific cost for

the country to pay.

The day that Dewey made his speech in Chicago I predicted to Jane that
that would be the day of his greatest strength. As I look back I have reason
to believe that, so far, my prediction has been true. I do not believe that
he has gained anything since his nomination., I further think that your cause
fell off scmewhat following the Democratic Convention but that you have been
gaining lately and, considering that November 7 is still relatively far ahead,

the situation is satisfactory —— too much so, from my point of view, to venture

too many risks., It seems to me that the most important thing in the world
right now is your reelection,

I had a chance yesterday to hear people express themselves upon this
matter — not the stuffed-shirt "hate-Roosevelt" crowd that cne associates
with Bar Harbor but intelligent people, some of whom were for you and scme

of whom were in doubt. Every one of them felt that, with the precedent created

by President Wilson, it might be nothing short of disastrous for you to carry
cut such plans as were indicated in the Turner Catledge article. For my part,
I cannot belleve that Catledge was accurate but you know and will pardon, I



N

hope, my disposition to be concernmed about a situation cut of which either
you or the incredible Dewey will be elected President next November,

I have heard from Abe Fortas about Alaska and the Potomac Bridge and
martial law in Hawaii. As always, I am keeping in daily touch with my office
and Fortas at all times will be in a position to represent my views, I have
written to "Pa" Watson expressing the hope that I may be able to see you
shortly after my return to Washington on September 3, Of course, you under-
stand that I will cut my stay here short if you should need me but I would
like to stay here for the appointed time if it can be done without damage to
my officlal dutlies or to your political interests.

Sincerely yours,

%{.Md.%

Secretary of the Interior,

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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Affectionatsly,

FRARKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

ckes,
‘w.

L
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Nonorable Barold L. 1

Becretary
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My dear Mr. President:

I enclose resignations of Under Secretary Fortas and of Assistant Secretaries
Straus and Chapman. These three men constitute an efficient team in Interior and

unless you have some reason that I am not aware of for accepting any of the resig-
nations I suggest that they be declined, I am enclosing letters for this purpose
if you care to make use of them.

Sincerely yours,

The President, _— —

The White House, Secretary of the Interior.
Encs.




December 16, 1044.

Dear Harold:-

Thank you for your mighty mioe letter
of Deosaber thirteenth. I #1111 bs baok on Tuesday
next and will see you then.

Don't forget that your leadership ia
the Interior Department 1s goilng %o be more
wuh‘m‘tmnllmtﬂ-“
hhﬂ-munxmuuthuuu
Peace we are goilmg to get.

;
|



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

December 13, 1944,

My dear Mr, President!

Your letter of December 9 makes ms feel all fluttery. To have you write about
me as you 4id is like an accolade to my spirlt, No one can be a0 gensrous as you
and from no one slse would what you wrote mean so much.

I wish that I could ecome to you not as my President but as my understanding
friend who might bs aware of the very real quandary im which I find myself, My
impulse, of course, is to respond gquickly and loyally to your suggestlon and yet
for your sake and my own, my decision must be right from every point of view. Tou
could readily find another Secretary of the Interior and I am not asking to be
gcourted. I will, if I may, hold the matter cpen for a few days and prayerfully
welgh your generous words agalnst what has become a firm conviction that if you do
not realize that I have outgrown my usefullness to you i1t 1 therefore not the
least part of my duty to our greatest President that I fully comprehend my duty
by you and act mccordingly.

¥hen I spoke to you about retiring from the cabinet I really meant 1t. That
was no sudden dscision. I had been talking the matter over with Jans and had reached
the conclusion that I expressed although it was againet her judgment which I walue
highly.

I was one of the first to eee this war coming. When Jans and I came back from
London and Paris im 1938, we both had the conviction that war was impending over
Europe and we did not see how 1t could be averted from the United States. I had
hoped that if war came I would be cast for a different role in your administratien.
However, I was grateful for the opportunity that you gave me im Petroleum and Hard
Fuels, although I would have been much happler inm a more active war job. But neither
directly nor indirectly did I present myself %o you as a suppliant. I went ahsad
as best I conld with the duties that I already had and the new onea that came to ma.

As I see it, I have dons mll that I can do as Secretary of the Imterior. I
found a dispirited Department when I took over and it is now ome of the going com-
cerns of your administration., I might stay on for one year or two years or even for
four more and not have any greater fesling of accomplishment, so far as Interior 1s
concerned, than I now have, It needs guidance and direction, a lmowledge of its
duties and an appreciation of its destiny but it does not need me for thess things.
I like to do things; to build; %o develop new ways. These are the reasons that I
have liked Interior and revelled im im Public Works. I suppose that, deep down, I
am really prouder of what I was able to accomplish, with your guidance and help,
in Public Works than as Becrstary of the Interior.



As I was interested in the war, so am I interested in the peace —— rather
fearfully interested at times, We are on the verge of a great spiritusl adventure --
the greatest in hietory and you have been chosen by the people to be the leader of
the world in the direction of peace, The Secretary of Interior, although he holds
an honorable and eye-filling Job, would not be any cloeer to the peace and 1ts
evolvement than if he were a surf-fisherman casting for blue fish off of the coast
of Cape Cod, And so it has been running iz my mind that if I could get myself a
Job as a writer I might have more to say about and do with the peace than as a
frustrated Secretary of the Interloer.

I am spealdng frankly to you, not only becaunse that is my nature but because
the cccasion calles for i1t. I don't kmow the answer -- at least not today. Per-
hape I will never know. It may be that in the end I will be able to do no better
then te take a long breath and decide upon the chance casting of the die that in
the end may prove to be neither well nor badly cast. If I might, I would like %o
talk the matter over with you. In any event, I hope that you will be patient with
me for a short spell realizing, as 1 hope that you do, that I am not trying to be
Coys

But whatever I may decide in the end, I hope will have your approval. No
ultimate declelon can affect the feeling of warm pride and gratification that
your letter has glven me,

With affectiocnate regarde,

S8incerely youra,

7. e
st & aen

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White Houge.
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(/ .} THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 22, 19485,

BIGH Z QoNPIIERS AL
MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR:

If you have any urgent messages which
you wish to get to me, I suggest you send
them through the White House Map Room. How-
ever, only absolutely urgent messages should
be sent via the Map Room. May I ask that you
make them as brief as possible in order not
to tie up communications. If you have very
lengthy messages the Map Room officer will
have to exercise hie disoretion as to whether
it is physieally poarible to send them by
radio or whether they will have to be sent

by pouoh,
P.D.R,

2nLme, r/rt/-fb: e (Ldom. &Mﬂ"""c‘{"" Sl

f.xuc - Kelwm. /M/fcm 2 -4s)



:"::1' Mhmh -.t“.' -ur
a2 sulte. This 5 a groat moral vietery
for me, nhammmhﬂhhh.

Unfortune '
fourteenth, llmmr_ﬁ_-h
m-ﬂ.lnﬁmumﬂh“ﬁr.

As ever yours,

]

« Ds R,

Homorable Nareld L. Tskes,
w’f-ﬂ. .



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

March 26, 1945.

My dear Mr. President:

I have an invitation to the Gridiron Club dinner on April 14. I
do not yearn to attend this dinner. As a matter of fact, before the club
was discontinued on account of the war I had declined some invitations
despite the fact that on one occesion the president of the club, whom I
happened to like, came to see me to try to persuade me to go.

The way I feel about this coming dinner is that if you are going
and want the support of your friende, I will be willing to make a sacri-
fice hit. But if you are not going, I would enjoy sending my regrets.

Sincerely yours,

Aprool L Tt

AR,
The President, Secretary of the Interior.
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

;L MENORANDUM POR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

April 7, 1948.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F. D. R

Memo of 4/5/45 for the President from
the Sec of the Interiar (TOP SECRET);
is greatly disturbed as result of re-
ports as to the attitude of the Army
ard Navy with respect to the interna-
tional trusteeship problem; recommends
that the mandated territories and any
territories which may be separated from
the enemy should be placed under the
trusteeship system.
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