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THE SOLICITOR GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 

August 29 , 1941. 

PERSONAL 

Uy dear Ur . Pres ident , 

I am, of course , very much pleased and pr oud 
that you should have wanted me for your Attorney Gen­
eral; yet s obered , too . Working close t o Bob for a 
year a nd a half has taught me wha t the difficulties 
a nd problems are , shot across with so many i mponder­
abl es . That is , of course , what makes public work 
so much more stimulating than the s impler regularity 
of pr ivate practise , t hat , and the sense of satis­
faction , particularly a s one grows older, which comes 
from impers onal striving t o a common end. 

It will be hard t o t ake Bob ' s place . His 
honest y and devotion were complete . But you must 
know, and I l ike to record it now, t hat you will have 
my a bsolute loyalty and all of my ener gy to carry out 
your wishes promptly and with intell igence . I hope 
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too , t hat I may be able to keep off your 
shoulders some of the unnecessary worries and 
burdens which should not be allowed to intrude 
on your time . 

With a ffection , 

Sincerely yours , 



Personal 
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Jvs~ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WMHINGTON 

Septeaber 26, 1941 

114»!0RA1HJUV. FOR THE 

ATTORt./EY GENER.I\L : 

1 want to talk to you about 

t h is . 

F . D. R. 

Re : T om Corcorun - Memo to l<'DR f r om J . Rowe 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

Ootober ~, 1941. 

IIDIORAIIDtll lOR ftE A!'IOJUIU GI*DAI· t 

!M ••lo••4 b• ......... 

AaftoaM O.Mral ot a. la'97 »qur; rat 

ntere to oenatn etatlltee wbt.ah an not 

depealrat on a 8\ate of natloaal ear~ .. D07 

11at 1111n114 ... to 4epencl on •lroua8\&Mr • 

enn aon poan. AotuallJ', the elt.Uon 

Hea e to atborlae oe,.._la 'Jpe• of aetlon 

1D u .. of •t~~Natene4 war-. 

You wtpt abtak ..... wlth pNYloa8 

brief• and let • bow 1t 10'1 beUen tbat 

aa41Uonal pown are oontuact thlu &" 

U. aotaal. tllr1at of war. 

r.D.R. 
Ret 
Oontlct.nUal anP"an! r: a• IIMI" .aadl'a1 

11 . B. Voobon, .J'1a4ce A4'fooate General of the 

11&'97, 10/"l4/41 tor a. Pne14ent, enolo•l• 

••••~rancbm ot S\atutee Vbloh 0.. Into 

ruz.oe ln 'flM of Var, WMn Var 18 I tMnt, 

And So Porth•, laM4 10/14/41 

~.tJ). J 1 ;L _:1='~ --J-t(. ~.ld. 
;rr<.cL~ t 'l. G,.-~Y. T......:rt\A 
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~v ~ ~EATTORNEYGENERAL 
v~ ~I w WASHINGTON 

-\'o . f ~ ~ J't-t I 'J. February .L. JJ~,f)J 'VI 
-20, 1942~ 

!.ly dear Mr . President: 

I sm senci!.ng you mounted photostat copies 

of tr.o r::~ps whic!l were recCIII'ered fro;n the 50-foot 

Japanese submarine wnich was salvaged off the Island 

of Vfaimanalo subsequent to the attacl: on ?earl Harbor. 

l!ap Two is the interesting one and the enclosed 

JT.emorandum will show translations of the J apanese 

characters, written appar ently by the Co~ndor of 

the submarine on the map after entering the har bor . 

This cap was secured by the Federal Bureau 

of Invest igat: on in Honolulu. I understand that 

co_,>ies have been sent to the ~ilitary Intelligence 

Division of the War Departlr.ent and the Office of 

llaval Intelligence of the Jla vy Department . 

Sincerely yours, 

The Pres ident 

The i¥hi te House 
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THE WHITE H O USE ~ 
WASHINGTON 

Karch 9 1 1942, 

liE 110 RJ,NDUW FOR TlfE 

ATTORNEY OD/ERA1.1 

POR YOUR IKl'ORIU.TIOll , 

r. o.R. 

Copy of Welles memo to the Pres . of Karch 6th 
and copy of the Pres . memo of March 6th to 
Sumner Will lies . 

RE : Nagao ~ita, Japanese Consul i n Honolulu 
who was obarged with transmitting i nformation 
to Japan regardi ng t ho Teasels at Pearl Harbor 
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ll&rcb 6, 1942. 

KDIOIW'DUK POR 

fHE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE: 

What do rou th1nkt I am 1nol1nod 
to think that ~ta, on arr1Y~ i n the continental 
Un1ted Statoo, ohould be kopt 1nocmmun1oado and 
not placed w1th the other D1ploaato. Plentr ot 
food but no Com3un1oat1one ln or out . 

r.D.R. 



THE: UNDER SECRETARY Of' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 6 , 1942 . 

My dear Mr . President: 

I am returning to you herewith t he memorandum 

addressed to you by t he Attorney General under date of 

March 4 which you sent me with your memorandum of 

March 6 , - -
I think the steps which you yourse lf suggest are 

wisest under the c ircumstances . I am efraid that if 

we undertake crimin&l p roceedings against Kit&. , the 

Japanese will immediately r e taliate against a number 

of our own consul s now within their jurisdiction. 

Believe me 

lly your 

Enclosure : 
To the President f rom t he 
Attorney General, March 4, 1942, 
re Nagao Ki ta, Japanese Consul 
i n Honolulu . 

The Preddent, 

The Ylhi te House. 

' 



OO.f.fict u1.tfrtN1o't1tf\? <itntral 
lfu'frtnghm,'D.Cil. 

Bernard Julius otto Kuahn was respmsible .fur tile preparation 

of the 111gnalil1g system used in oonnection w1 th moesaaee dispatched 

by Na(!ao Kita, the Japanese Consul in Honolulu, Hawaii, to tJle 

Foreign W.nl.eter in Tolcyo, setting forth a system of signals to be 

e::1ployed in getting intelligence i n1'o11:1ation to the Japanese fleet . 

Kit& waa court.-mart.ialed, charged with transmitting 

information to Japan regerdl.ng our veseels at Pearl Harber, and on 

February 21., 19421 was found guilty and 9entenced to be shot . 

I am advised that tho JapGMse Consul, who of oourse was a 

pert of the conapiracy, is being sent to this country and wl.ll be 

preeurably exchanged in due course. 

'Jhe sentence of Kuehn pemape raises a question of policy 

about 1thi.ch you may wish to consult tha Secretary of State. I am 

today eending him a oopy of this memor4Idlm. 

~. 
Francia Bl.ddle 

.lttomey General 



April 23 , 1942 
• 

Joe Kenned.Y ' s oldest daughter 1e private secretar7 

to Frnnk \'Taldrop ..no wr1 tes the column in the '1'1ces Herald 

Inga Arvad wr1 tea protl.les 1n the 'l'iooa P.eral.d and 

is intimate with Cissy Patterson. It is alleged that 
she is also intir.ato with Joo Kennod •s eldest son. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 2, 1942. 

IIBIIQRAIOOJI roa 
mE ATTORIEI QEIEBAL 

Will you let • baYe tbe 

lateat illtoraUOD? 

F. D. R. 

Two letters from Morris Ernst, 
with enclosures, re Senator Walsh. 



OOffiu uf tJrt,_1.tnrnti <itretra1 
llu~hm.l!l .al. 

June 19, 1942 

L:aiOIWIDIJI.I RlR THE PRESIDENT 

~ J une 13, 1942, at la);) A.!.! . an unarmed Coast Guard PatrolmAn 

near ~anaett, Uont&uk Pot.nt, Lo~ Island, discovered t1IO men placing 

uterial in a hol e which they had j ust dug; one of them covered the 

PatrolmAn w1 th a gun, gave hlm $260 and told hlm to keep his oouth shut . 

Subsequent.l.)' -bers ot the Coast Guard ret urned to tho spot, one 

ot them thought be saw the silhouette of n submarino off sboro; upon 

digging a large at::Ount of el<plosives and i.neendiaty devi.ces wore dieconred 

available for bcmb~ 'n!ssele or factories . There wns also dieoover ed 

clothes simila r to those worn by Ge:man submarino personnel with Clatl<inge 

1 n Ool'l!latl. 

A plant has boon e stabliehed on the spot and !11'toen men are bei ng 

uaed on each lttlitt ot twelve hours. Eveey etfort has boon ll&do to 

ava!.d pubU.oity. 

Tha Eastern and Gulf Coutal Comands have been cautioned by the 

J..r.xy and Navy of the danger ot additia\al l andinp by Geman Agents; and 

the number and strength ot the Coast Guard pat rols has been substantially 

increased. 

So far as I know, this 1a the first diseoveey of definite evidence 

sabotage by Geman Agents . I ahall, of course, keep you informed. 

Reepocttull.y eubrdttod, 

~~~ 
Francie Biddle 

Attomey C.ner&l 



~.)._ T~C WHITe HOUU y WAIIHIHOTOH 

Jojl7 '~ J. .... . 

n 11~• C. C 1 . R?y.>l knd ltlr . Do.-. n ":. tloot 
tl.IJo he sent. tl .. lll over , htr d 14 not f!.).VO 

\M tnronsatlor• 'bat u ... ~e~ cow-.a•l ,.rot.abl7 
WU.l t.aKD ilol W!' l t. Q( bti.beAI COr~UJ bUt 

1M •~ntc4 7'¥ ... ~ baYe :bh lnr ruUon. 

o. 



P r : d:.:t~, rt,~JJ f.1JJ~ 
1 1 t--<fl- . 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

July .)0, 1942. 

KEMORANDUW FOR THE ATTO~EY OENERAL: 

I think 1 t would be good 

politic• 1t you could call on Joe Outtey 
Juat to paas the time ot day and aweeten 
bia up. 

l.D.R. 



I haTe rooe1Tod your m..arandua of Ootober 

li42, IU&&eatin& tho 1Qd1otaent for tr .. oon of thO 

'--rloan olti&ona bro&da.at1n' from Gorm&n radio at&t1ona. 

thoae 1D41T1dualo UDder &otiTe oonoideratlon and io 

pr .. ontl7 reTi.win& tho tr&naoripta ot their broadouta( 

IDdiotlllenta will bo aousnt a&ainot them tor treuon and 

aodition 1D tho Tory noar tuturo. 

R .. pecttull7, 

Attornay General. 

Tho Pr oddent, 

Tho a1 te Bouae. 
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