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Pebrua!Z 21 1944 

Dear Ilia a Tull;r a 

~ Senator Gvt!e7 w1 t.h axt.r.. eare. 

I te con tente ancl tone .... eueb til at it o.._ht 

to be treated ~17 cont1clellt1all7. 

I """· U.re!ore, .. DO copd. .. or tile 

Preeiclent ' • _,r8Dclla •cl the senator•• 

letter !or retention i n our fil .. , whl.eh 

orcl1nar1l;r we woulcl clo . 

Siocat:ur~~ 

Preneie Biclclle 
Attoma7 General 



OO.fftu .oH~}J.ttrrnev Oitntr!d 
~.J.Q!. 

February 2, 19.44 

mtmW!Dll!! FOR TilE PJ!ESIDUfT 

We have looked into the questions about the Reader '• Digest 
raiaed by your M110rand1111 dated January 21., 1944. The best information 
we oan get i s that Reader ' s Digest is not being assisted in the publi­
cat ion ot ita foreign editions by any preferential treatment as to 
transportation. The ~ baa assisted the publication of certain 
newspapers and magazines in some theatrea of operation, but apparently 
Reader's Digest baa not been given assistance of this kind . 

The War Production Board, whi ch allocates the aupply of 
newsprint , baa given Reader 's Digest newsprint for use in its 
foreign edit ions over and above its normal allocation for domestic 
use. lie are informed that this •ax-quota• paper o.mounted to approxi­
mately 1200 tons in l94J. The liar Production Board made this arrange­
unt with Reader's Digest two or three years ago before the paper 
shortage becaAe acute. Some of tho competitors of Reader's Digest 
be.ve complained, and I understand that the question of whether the 
arrangement will be continued is now being considered by the War 
Production Board. You may wiab to speak to someone in the W.P. B. 
a bout this. 

Before I got your aemorandum, we had received a nuaber of 
complaints charging that Ren.der 1a Di gest is violating the antitrust 
laws . The co91Pl.aina.nts allege that Reader'• Digest baa mnde contracts 
with substant ially all of the important weekly and IR<>nthly magazines 
that gin it the axclusin right to publish in digest form any 
article that appears in these •gazines. Even if Render's Digest 
does not reprint an article , the contracte prevent the aagazines fro~:~ 
perait.ting 8.1\TOne else to reprint. it. The charge is that ae a reaul.t 
of these aontraote 1 Reader 1s Digest is building up a 110nopoly of 
the bullineea of reprinting article& in digest form. We have been 



inYaetigatinc these complllint a. It it tw-na out thnt the ohnrgoe 
are well to1111decl, IUid 1t ;you appron , • • ahould llko to tlandlo 
tbia aituation aa we did tbe Aaaooia tecl .Preas ca&oJ tho.t 18, we would 
tell ~dar'• Digeet tbo.t ita ILZ"I'MC••nta ara illecal, aJid 1t it 
did not tben IIOd1.ty ita contracts, •• would bring a auit 1n equit,;r 
to cancel the contracts and enjoin their perto...ance. 

A ttachecl 1e a eug~:eetecl repl7 to Senator Cut!e;r' s let ter . 
1le lbould pret:er not to ban tho repl7 mtmtion our anti trus t 
1nYeet1ga tion. I u roturninc Senator Gurto:r•s l etter. 

Reapocttul.ly ;rouro , 
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lm'OPANllllll PO~ 'I'RE ATTOPII!Y OI'Nl':JOAL: 

~lll you pleeee r .. d tb11 letter 
t7oe loe Ourtey? At the preeen~ t1~1 
the Peedere ' Dl~eat le betnc •rta~ed 'n 
Celro , tn Bre:U e.n4 ita aneral o"Cbe~ 
~laces . I do not tbluk th~t !t eerrl~e 
out the tre~~ or the pre•• ldea tor 
our Amy fi.Dd rluy ahlpa to carey t be 
paper on which the e~t~iona •~• pr inted 
to Colro , to Brazil and other pl aces . 
because ft O?eetes a ~onopoly ror thle 
one nert.louler raga.zine . 

':be Chleago ';r1bW11 &D4 ••••ral 
other pa'ers b&Ye wanted to lasue speolal 
edit\ona lta London and otber plaoee an4 
have wante4 tbe Gove~ant to oerrv the 
newa pr \nt over there tor these spoolal 
ed1t1ona on~ I have tant~ttvely ea!d it 
cannot be dono . 

Let ce b.e.Ye a.ElT other aw;-estlona 
tor pre~rlng a reply t o Sen. Cu~ey. 
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'nla PraeideDt 

Tba llh1 te JloWia 

._,. d .. r llr. Preelcleftt1 

J&nUUJ 20, 1944 

1b&Dk ;you tor ;your letter or Januaey 14th, conoaming w:r 1peaob 
about Senator Butler. I would bava obtained better publici t;y except tor 
Barey Jl7rd'• bitter peraonal attack oc •• on the B&lle da7 because or w:r 
1taad on the eol41ar ' 1 vote legielation. Butler is reported to be prepar­
in& a further •Reader' 1 .Digeat• article, and as soon ae 1 t ooaea out I will 
alap it down. 

Jlowever, til& t doea not touch tha real issue or dealing with tha 
llaacMr'a Dl.&••t doubla-<lealing polic;y or ueing the good otticae ot tbia 
.Adainiatration in order t.o attack tha foreign polloiu of tba United State ... -_ 
I auggaet tb&t DeWitt Wallace, St&nla;y Higb and tb&t whole bunch of unre­
oonatruoted inooM-tax p&;yera be bar aseed along the following .Lines: 

P1r1t of all, .[ would issue orders tbat no aora prioritiea for 
na .. prlnt, etc., be ghan to Reader' 1 Dicaat. 11bJ abould •• abip paper to 
Cairo and UBI up •aluabla eh1pping-1paca to belp U... utack our foreign 
polio;y. Let U... taka thei r chance on tb&ae Ull.np along witb tbe Police 
Gaaatte and lequire . 

Second, 1111!1 no prior1t1el for plane tran1portation, passports, 
ateeaablp pa18a&a, credentials, ate., for an.y repraeantetlYI of Reader ' • 
Dicaat or of an;y publication witb • biob 1t baa contract relatione for rlgbto 
to reprint articlaa. (1 aa catting a llot of tboaa aagaainae and will oaod 
it to ;you u 10011 u it reaobae • ). GiYI tbea no aora and no l eae in tba 
1&7 of epaoial taoillt1aa t.ban are graoted to tbe .ltl.aatio loDtbl;y, llarpar ' a 
llaplina or 1rua So..- IIOMDoaa. 

t'bird, UT&II&I with, aa;y, the Braallian GoYarnaent eo that not 
one OOPJ ot m:t 1a~n~e ot the Por tuguaea l.anguege (Braailian) ad1 tion ot 
Reader' • D1ca1t aball ba adll1 t.ted. to tha ..Ua in Braail UDtU a copy or 
tbe 181111 baa balft aut.itted to tba Braailian llabaea;y at Waabington t or 
trauaittal to tba Br&&iliAD Foreign 11.1.n.l.atey at Rio da Juairo to be -•'....0 in order to alta aura tb&t it oootaina notbing datn-tal to tba 



#2-Tbe Preeideot 

oauae of b..Uephere aol1dnit)< . Bold up allocations for eh1pp1ng epece for Reeder'• Digeet Sp&Aiah edition CODoitp~ed to Buenos Aires and the Argentine. Get Sathta to arrans• • lpontaneoua boyoott of Rea.der I" Di&aat 1n Cuba. 
Fourth, aalc the .tttoro17 General to 1nYeetigata the operation• of Reader•• Digeet ae a 110nopoly under the anti- trust lawe. 

Fifth, let it ba known generally tbrou&hout the Adainistration, 1n­olud1ng the J.rrq, llavy, State Olp&rtaent, the Office of the Coordinator for Inter-A8ericu Affaire, the Office of Ceneorehip and the O. i .I. that epeci&l attention shall be paid to every lalllla of RAieder•a Digest with a view to poeeible effect oo the 110r&le of our aerYice men and our poll tical relatiooa with f r iendl.7 powers. Perhlpe an offioi&l eXpraeaion of regret at eOlia of the rtewa eXpreaaed 1n the D1&88t would be u .. ly, coupled, of course, with the atate.eot that our Cooatitution suarant.es freedo• of the prase and that thia OonrDIIIDt canoot cootrol eucb puhlicatiooe. Tbe Poet Office and the Olpartaeot of Juetice ai&ht &leo ba aeked to watoh ita iasuoa under the eedition and eepiollllaga etatutaa. 

In other words, I would turn on the beat in every conceivable t~ay, atop their prirlleges and ecrutinize their actioos, w1 thout ta.ldng any actioo which could ba coaatrued aa a discr1a1nation against th•. DeWitt ilall aee ia reported to be quite aaneit1Ya on thee• points, preferring naturnlly to re­ceive the cooperation of those who• be is attaolcing, and 1 think that he would ba owitt to apprecia ta the change of ta.pera ture 1n ilaah1ngton. 

Faithfully youra, 
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1llo -.r PI t Uoa lo...nl1 e.ieb .U.O..- \be~ et ~'• llu 11- Jlo .der' • Dl c .. , .... lll'la\ t or uo 1n 1\e t~ od1U- - ADd aboft 1u ~ ..u.-uce r _. -.uo - · 1o ... ~at...- u. ~• \hie ._..... ... po.por -w "' r.pprou­•Ul.T 1.200 ..,.. 111 194.), 'ltlo ...,. l'roc!IMIU• loud a..Ao "'1• ...... ...,. .. _, wltlo a...d• ' • za.on- or- TIMI'• •co Woro l.ho p...por -..... boo • ........ 11o11e or u.. -po\1\on or J<o. * '• Di~~Ut haft w • plo i aed, r.tld I • 11 .... \aad \ha\ U.. q....Uoa or -t.Mr tho ..,... .,.._, wiU 1M -"- 1a - Mlac -1clorod liiJ \be 1II!U' Proaue\1ca Jlouodo !ou M:¥ •111> \o epe..lr "' a • 1a \llo I , P, a. ""'-' "'11. 

Won I .. , 'fOIIJir _...._, " IL II .-...1- a _.,_ et - l r.lau 011: Iliac \lla \ llo ·"•'• DlC"O\ la wlola\llti tile .u~Uvuat 1u... fto OOIII}l.ainniAU .Uoco \ba\ llo d•'• Ill ... \ t ... e a clo -\r o\a wl\11 .,..._.,.u.u, .U et tloo lapoM.u\ ~ ed -tloi.J' ... , •1Do• \11•\ lift H tloo exolua1ft 1'1;;11\ "' puWah 1a dl t; .. \ ron UO' &1'\iole t..&\ _,. 1a \h- -a.alDoo. ..., 1f llo «~•'• ctc•n c!oee aot ropriat. aa r.r\hla, \be -vaou ~\ \be •f'•al•• troa _,al\ \lJia ....,_11M "'.,.-lD\ u . ........ 1• t.lla \ .... .--1\ et u...o -v • .u, lleo.AI•'• m. .. , 11 linlll.l.ci1Bc liP a .._,.l.J or tho -..a .... or J"Oprin\lac arUoloe 1a clil"' r- 1o """ ..._ 



~\lJII u.- thbu. u u. "'""''"""that. u. .... ,.... 
..... ..u t......t.~, ud 1t 70'1 ... ...... 8boW.4 Ult• w buill• 
\!WI 81\ua\lca aa " dl.cl U.e u-iaUd rr .. a o.• M I thd 181 '" ,..u14 
U1l. lador1a D1&o8\ t.bat. 1\e ~DW are 1.11epl, ud 1t 1t. 
cl1d no\ th• -~ 1u oontra.u, .. WOI&ld 11r1J1<1 o ... u 1n eqlll\1 
w -.1 U.• -t.raeu alld .,Jola \llolr pwt-•• 

At.taabed 18 • ""'••Ud repJ.T w Senator QW'Cq' • lo~t.er • 
.. oholll4 prot_. not. to h~" U.. repl,y ••\1011 our eiJ.t.ruat. 
~uoo. 1 aa 1'9WI'ftlllc &.nator GatC~~t' • l ot.t.er. 

~70f'Z/f·· 



O.....Joe1 

I read witll lat..r.n ,_. let.\er of l•uary 20, 

194L, a-.t. ......,_., . lliawt.. I • ">ld 1.h&t tM ..... 1a DOt. 

Ci'lill& loadtr' • Jlipa\ uq &Nlet.aaoo 1a puhl l obl.q it.& 

fwoip ediU... ....S UIU Ule MC&aiae U DOt &ettJ.DC US 

pretormU&l. -'"'-\ .. tu • • u-.at;porl..;.\1on 1a OOJJaorMII. 

It. haa boeo cat~ & ovt.&1Jo _, ot .... apriat OYN' ....S 

....... ita ....-1 .-eotJ.c all.oeatJ.oa for uo 1o Ua ro .. e i p 

.uu-a. 'lbia &1'1'&11&-t ... M<lo ... tile ..... ProcJuotJ.oa 

Boarcl. 'Dio ....-1\el'a of tile liic••t. ha" -l&iaoc1 about. 

till arrac-t. - I ............. tile 11.1'.1. h ..- - • 1cS.--

1q tobe\11 .. t.h• IUT&lll-t aball be OODtJ.aliod. 

'DI&M 7W r ... ,_. aoouaau. ... &llout. Uda •ltuau... 
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THE WH I T& HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

, .:1 .. . 

JmJOPAIID1Jil l"'~ Till! A'M'ORIII!Y OllmlAL: 

Wlll you pl ease read tbia letter 
fr014 1oe Cu.ttey? A~ the pr·nent t.i~e 
the Reodere' D1gea t t e betng pr1nte4 \D 
Celr-o , tn BrazU ond i.n aeveral o·ther 
plAcoo. I 40 not tblnk thnt lt oarrlea 
out the freedom ot the press 1dt& ror 
o ur Army and ~tayY ahlp8 to cu~rry the 
pe9er on wbtcb tbe e~\ tione ore printed 
to Cairo, to Brazil and other pl eoea , 
beceuee 1t oreotoa a oonopoly for tbla 
one particular ~ng~ziae . 

The Obi oago Tribune and • •••ral 
other paper• ha ve wanted to l aaue epeolal 
e41tlona ln London and other pl a cea and 
h$Yt ~~nted t he Co•eraaent to carry the 
news p rlJ1t OYer there tor these a pee tal 
o41tlono one t hoYt tentatively fto id it 
cannot be dono . 

Lot me ha•~ any other ftu~eetlona 
ror preper1na a reply to Sen. ourr•Y· 

lt.D.~. 

Ltr • . l -20-.l.J., r,.o~ Sen . 1otJoDh curr,.y , 
- • hta ? • ov . lt~ • • 1-lL-~L conoerntng hte 
ene~~~~ut Sen. Bu~ler; ~l~o re Peade~a · 
Oir.e~ ~d1~ton8 in roreiPn countrtas . 

( ,..._, M /lA'...,. J 
(c..~ .. , jk~ti -A:t_,.,.~ ~r~ .. 11 "'"' J 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

l!WOriAJ. Alit liYiflii!!;.UTIAL 

February 15, 1944 • 

.tEiiOIU!NWii FOR 

Tlii:: ATl'ORNLY OENER.U.1 

A personAl friend has aU&sested 

tl.a t if t oe new Circuit Court or 

Appeals bill goes t h rough to create 

ao addit i onal Judgeship i n ~ew Jersey 

and Pennsylvania the t we appoint 

Curt is boK. He i s now a local Judge 

bod I think hns an excellent record . 

Keep this i n mi nd. 

F . D. H. 



Ir Curtl• 9ck 1 8 kf!~1r -~ b18 1• '1rt r~r ·he Court 

of A p fl'nle (Clr1.1U1t) Rppa lntrti~~'Ut .. .. COI!UtA t O Ill hr">td whUP 

you "re ouCOo , woult\ 1t bf! poen1bly to t·lnlf u . :.o f'J";\'1 

•tten' 1on b.-tor~ you go . or courae t .• e: bU \. crttl'ltlnr 

thr• n~w Judte" \.p hMI not yPt p(uuu•J out I t:nt,.,,.r 1t 1.1 

•x fiCtft r.o ~0 th:"OU h ~ht-n tney are r,tt\1)' to l~ve tt fO · 

I do not feel rtr._., h1"11t'l::1oor. 1n PT"'fU1rot:: Curtta' ll1rf' 

b•c•~~a 1n per•cr.~l (w lt!~e t1on ~nj I th1nk 1n all va7a , 

nt IPf'DI to b~~" t'J"Ilj an eb.ouldttrl &b~•• t .. f! '" ... 1 t7 ,. of 

cand:. t,.. to:- •t.1a Julvt!ah1 • It Cur~1• 41:5 nat tf't l.t 

1t voul~ b• r"cttu r Gu!fe:y townO 1! :cr• pol1t!c•ll7 

conv~n1ent to ~oornl.:e ao~~ on• •liP ' s clt '"· 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February lb , 1944 · 

The Attorney General just tele­
phoned to say th~t Jim McGran ery has been 
I'IOrt<ing very haro t o get rio of 0c.rey . 
His wor k has been very effec tive . 

The Attorney General tells me 
that what is happeni ng i s this . ~hey are 
going t o announce today that all hearings 
on the 11..it.J1 r adio case will be postponed 
until the Court decides it in New Yort< . 

Gar ey, according to the scheoule 
planneo -- ano tney thiru< i t will go 
t hrough -- wi ll r esign e i ther toduy or 
tomorrow . 

Probably the two Republican 
~embers who aio not turn up yes t e rday 
will r es ign . Joe tAa rtin will probably 
not appoint anybody i n their places . 

boy, is tnis good news to us t 

llliT 



J 

V!"'J*!T!!!f lQR Ill "J'IIIQ 

Oeural lfahon telephoned H &'bOll\ tbe cue of :Pa4ro .U'bhu Ca!po• / 
tollovt.ac Concrao...., ll&rC&D.toD.io '• call at tbe Vht\a IlOilo&. 

ru. baa 'b&&D. • ftr'J trov.'blaaoea ca... C&llpOO' •• TOll -.;r raoa'ber' 

wao oant ancad to oerra oiz 1earo tor eonl p i r &CT t o OY&rthrov tba GoYern­

_, of tbe OD.ited Stat•• · lie 'bapn hi• .. D.teD.Ca 011 June 4 , 193? , &D.4 

.. rrad tbe fUll liz Ta&r&: be 414 not o'btaiD. aarl7 rala ... 011 cood Uaa 

alloW&D.C&o 'be-• ot hi• ratll1al to accept the hraa of eo..UUocal ra­

l ... a tor vhicb tile lt&tuh pro•id .. iD. ncb caan. 

lfio COD.YiCtion Cr&V OUt Of & COD.Ipir&OJ &11t &red into 'b7 officer& &D.d 

act lYe Habere of tbe laUoD.&lllt :Part1 ot Puano llloo to proe11ra, 1D.4D.ca, 

111eih, and &D.OOilr&p -'bare ot that :Part1 and otllare t o Join 1D. a ao•e­

.. D.t to 'brine AliOilt tbe political 1114apeD4ence of l'uano lllco 'b7 tore. 

&114 rtolenca. fila iD.UctMD.t ell&rpd tile dataD4&D.h vt.tll tba dla tri'buUon 

ot iatU..ator'J 11 hratura, tba pro curine of tire a.r1111 &lid allli&r7 e quip.. 

aent , &D.d tbe raoruUiD.c ot allitar1 'bod1aa . 8paacbu vera aada 'b7 Campo• 

wlliell w ra nid&D.tlT iD.tend&cl to lD.clta r &Yol utio11 8plnat the a•tablllbed 

Gonra ... t . h llovt.D.c hie ap"obe" &114 tbe attono of hie eo-<l.&tand&D.to, 

lav aD.torca .. l1\ otticero and clYUi .. a wra &hoi. I ncluded -D.C tha waa 
tba Olliat ot Pollee ot S.. JU&D., Coloul Ricco, vbo •• obot \o d&ath. 

While theoa thine• were co inc on, tbera w e -.ell 'IUlJ'&et thr.,...Oilt l'uar\o 

Rico , and tbe llYn ot pu'bllc official a ,.ra aD4&ac&racl. •tteoaph vera 

aa4a "QPOD. tbe lite of Dhtrict Judp Goopar who .. capacl bllllah vhicb w ro 

tlracl into hie •toao'blla. 

C&li)>Oe h nov on pro'b&Uon,ao hie oricinal oaa,.,.oa p r oY14ao1 tbet 

tha coaplat1on of hie oiz T&&r o&D.i&D.c& on the tire\ ot iba three cov.nte 

of tlla lD.Uot-t eboul4 'b& tol lovecl 'b7 a tov.r 1aar pro'baUOUJ')' pariocl. 

liD.ca he lett ilia p&Dlt&D.U&r'J, be h&e bean oontlne4 111 tba Ool.a'bu 

lloepital iD. Wav f ork C1t7, Ia h&e not elpa4 tile ov.ot-.,. probation 

coa41Uou; hu Md& 110 report e t o tha pro'b&Uon ottiear; 111 ahon, be 

11 ia one w:t or u otllar YiolatlD.C hie pro'b&Uoa &Y&r'J claT. !hie 1e 

'b-ue• ot hie inehtaaca tllat be h 11ot n'bJeot to tbe eOY&raip powr 

ot tba UD.ihcl State&, &D.4 &D.1 eoapliaD.oa vt.th tbe pro'b&U on raquiraenh 

'IIIIUlcl 'be 111eo11ohia11t vt.tll \bat atUtuda . fila Dhtriot Jd.p 1a l'uano 
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Rico bu ud.a repuh4 1Aquir1 .. ellout tlw •Uar; •• 7011 lalow, U 11 1A hie 
powar to rnolto probaUoa bacaoo of c..poo1 YiolaUon of 1h con41Uoao , 
!lie probaUon officer 1A law Yorlt halo that u 11 not perfora1Jle hie dat7 
ldlan lw taih to e:mrc1oe onr C111p0o tu wperrlo1on whlcll 11 raqa1ro4 b7 
law. lo lollC ao thio o1tuaUoa contuueo, tt..re 11 al~o tlw 4&J1Cer tut 
the J•4p MT r&Yoka tu pro'baUon, or41r Caapoo c...tUe4 to tu puihnUarr, 
u4 briJlC about a raaew4 obarp of pol1Ucal poro-Uon. 11p \o the praoent, 
the utter haa 'be&D. allo•4 to 4rac alone with a Yiew to aYoi~llC pol1Ucal 
uphaan!a which w ara aaaure4 wcu14 r .. uu froa ahrn \reataent of Oupoa. 

Altb.ouch tt.. ae41cal repone ob.ow tut t.. 1a outtarinc froa a ha&n 
allaent &114 anerioocleroaio, oonf14antlal aourcea wtthU tha b.oapital haYe 
abhe4 tha lii that e:aalclnc pi>Jaicillla •t.. ... beec ~U~&ble to flc4 &ll1 

o1p1f1C&Il\ 41aell111\71 , &llcl tb.a\ there h raall7 no ""' tor hie 'balJlC 
b.oopl\alhacl. !he ca .. preoanh a picture of ..rt,.r4oa; hie tr1&D.41 uda\ 
tut hi a pi>Jdcal con41t1oa 11 daa to torturaa appliacl h 11.111 1c \lloa 
panUU\1&17. 

lec&D.tlJ \u auccaoUon bu be&D. u4a tb.at u be paral\hcl h leaYO the 
couctrr &llcl co to Ou.ba or ICenco. X,. tint t.preao1on woa tut thio woul4 
be a practical aoluUon of the uttar. In a 41ocoua1on of the nepaUon 
with aeellera of 11 atatf, I ,., per~cl that fro• a political &114 aocurU7 
atacclpoillt thia woulcl be u.nwtoe, ao h1a p reoecce ill Ou.ba or ICuico -
parUcul&rlJ tlw fonar - woulcl cauoe trouble. J.ccorcl1D.c to Dlrec\or Boonr 
of tlw lii, rnolutionarr •o•uento which are Uecl 1n with tlwt of O&~Q?oa 
are C(llite aetiYa &D.cl potantia!l7 dacseroua. In hia Judpent, the prooence 
of 0&1Q?OI u Latin .Aaeriea would be b.arat\11. 

!b.a onl7 concluolYe action wbiGh aQCCeoto itoalf to ••• la the r .. oY&l 
of tlw probation raqaira .. nto b7 a Preai4ant1al coamntation of bio oentence. 
'fh1o caW.cl, of courae, be uaocl b7 O&IQ?o o ao a Yill41cat1oa of hi e poo1Uon, 
ancl it woulcl h&Ye the practical effect of MkillC h1a free \o en ldlara u 
plMaeo ucl 4o wha\ he wiwo oo lone u he ck>ea not acatn •1olah the law. 

Uac!.er all the olrcnaatucaa, l reco•_,_ that aoth1J1C 'ba ck>no at proa&D.t. 
lb.oul4 UJthillC aria a, nch u a rnocaUon of probaUon '117 the Jacl.p , 
requiriD.C poolUYe aoUon, ... 0&11 then rocO!lo14ar tu aci.Y1aa'b111t7 of co-­
tation, departure froa tb.a COillltrJ, or other pooalbllltiao. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Maroh e, lSU<&. 

OONPIDEN'l'IAL 

MEMORANDUM fOR 

II>N. riWIOIB BIDDU: 

Unle u we ret •o••thlng JBOH 

1pec1t1c 'ban th1e new1paper aocoun,, 

I think nothing 1hould be doni abou' 

lt. 

r.D.R. 

LPt.t,..,.. to thP o ... Pf'"1rent. , ,-1-1.1. , ::'...-ol"' 
the ~tto-ney Gen e ,..nl , ~o ~,..ot~sts he ias 
,..ecAived re au~ointMcnt of r~ichHel Francts 
'>ovle as e. membe-r of t he ,,.,'rl'Janent Con,..t of 
TntP"ne.ttonal .- b1t- ut ion a t The H~p,ue -
thf." p,..otost p·ade on t•round 'I th•1t the Cou.,.t 
in ,hila . 1.1 l O'V'l , SliEI1CUded Doyle -- ,..ol"' 
nrac t t ce on ·:rounr'l he "11:10 1mft t . Fnclo9U ... 13f1 , 
1nc1ud tn~~: eli •)i.n•s ~~om the Phi l adel)h t a 
?n .,~.,.s d esc.,-1 b1 D"' 1'o"lP ' s SllW1enston f,..0r 
:)"tiC t 1. CO . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN G TON 

• .... b ••• 1 .... A 
• s.:r .a. 

'h e!llek •P oa aacl JlftPAN 

al .. 1lt,1e 1•''•r. 

r.D.a. 

[,Pt, t .. r rrom .!OJ • • J 111'1"" \ , • Gqrl n' . U) VI• , 
r.,'l~ 1 ., , .... ..., 11 1 1 to fil~ p.., .. tt, . •Pn" . 4')nclo~ .; n• 
CO"\ u" · e t ~ • r •· · en 'Jr . (,,., . r ""n• 1 :> 
' ' 'lr' . "'\l'l"l a DE:t ... ' GO•I•·r·nor o" t,p Yo:;c ' 
"O'P~ clt ' " o" '> / .1. '11 , lr r" + f> Con, r+ 
.d H iru • re r"' ht o~' " +ocl JOl·H'I' ~ t rJ «ne 
d ir,.ct or., f'or " rn•ra , "!i~rn1 r1"r t ~.nr! 
n~>;l i t m:c~ . 

tot t . ' 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WASHIN G TON 

April 26, 1944. 

SAJ.! ROSENMAN. 

FOH PREPARATION OF KEPLY. 

F. D. R. 



• • • • . . . 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.April H, 1H4. 

r. D. a. 

Let ter from James .1. Gerard, 51 East 57th St . • 
New York, 4- 25- 44, - pol1t1aal i deas and 
r eactions for the coming oampaign. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mae LlTU. 

PL&~SX SEND A COPY OF ~:11 

lETTER ":'0 BOB IWIBEG.Ue 

FeDeR. 

... - ... . - .... 

/?.< F 
.;k{,J r-~ 

~!/ddiv 

F. D. R.' s lett or to James W. Gerard, Esq. 



--
llaJ' ll , 1944 

IQ}!OlW!ll!!M FOR VB pm;SipJm 

In ro: Pedro .Ubhu Cupoe 

In lilY :::emor&ndWII of February 18, 1944, point i n& out the c11fficul t aepech 

of thie o.eo, I recommended that the oattar ba permit t ed to raat until eome-

thin& ahould ari ea neeeoaitat1nc pooi tiva act1~n . Jor your convenience I 

oncloeo a copy o! that memorandua. 

J.a you !:now, we han aoucht to avoid any action >obich would bring about 

C~oe 1 reco=itqnt to tho oenitant1ary and tllua civa rile to tha charge of 

political pereecution of Caopoa. I n recent days Dietr1ct Judge Cooper of Puerto 

llico haa aant oov~ral tolocraaa to the Probati on O~!icor in ~ev York, deman41~ 

t hat ha aend the uaual probation reporta , includin& thou docu..enh which 

Oampoe ia r oo.utred t o eign in acceptance ot the terma o! probation. In view 

of Camroe 1 firm attitude that he will not aubait to tho authority of the 

United Stateo, and Judea Cooper'• ineietance that he .uet, a revocation of 

probation and a recommitment to tho penitentiary i a not unlikely. Under tho 

cirCUDatancaa, only a Praaidonti&l co~~ntion of tha probation eantenca vould 

prevent thie, and I underotand that Cu:poa 1 friend• are ur~g it. 

I nov have before me a report !rom Aee1etnnt Attorney General Tom Clerk 

ot the Criminal Div1e1on, t bat an 1nTeat1,at1on diacloaea t hat leaders of the 

lat1onaliat Party have advocated non-cocpliance with tho Salect1va T~•SnSng 



1 

2. 

and Se~1ce Act , and that fifty-three Uat1onal1et Party membere hav. already 
b .. n oeotenced to prloon for ouch Y1olae!.oce. I ncluded U>ODC t bl)ee conv1cted 
are eeveral of Campoe 1 i mmediate aoe1etant a. On the bae1e of our preetnt 

1nto~t1on, Mr. Olark axoecta thnt further 1nYeat1cat1on v1ll eatabliah 
C~oa 1 co~l1c1ty 1n tha conep1racy. 

Onder the circucatancu, a coliiiiUtation of aentence voul.d be out of tlla 

~eat1on for the preaent. I nd6ed, I feel th&t the pending 1avoet1got1on ahould 
be pursued to detenrine vhet ner Campoa 1a i nvolved. 

a~apecttully youre , 

4t torney General 
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Februaey 16, 1944 

IIEIIOIWIOOJI FOR THE PRESIJEHT 

OeMral Wateon tele!)honed ae about Ule cue of Pedro .UMau c ... pos 
followin& Concre .. :un llareantonio'a call ot Ule 11\ite House. 

Tbio hu been a Yeey troubleaoM caee. Cupoa, u TOU ~ re-ber, 
wu eent.eneed to .. rn rix "'" for eonapirae, to overtllrow Ule Oonm­
lleDt. of the United States. He ba&an hi a sentence on June 4, 19.37, and 
aened the tul.l eix yeare J he did not. obtain early release on &ood time 
allowancee becauae ot hie retueal to accept. the terma of eondi t.ional re­
leue for which the atetute providea in auch caeee. 

Hia conrtction crew out. ot a conepirac, entered into by ofticera and 
active -bare of the lfationaliat. Part7 o! Puerto Rico t o procure, induce, 
incite, and encourate ••bera of that Party and others to join i .n a aove­
aent to brine about. the political independence of Puerto Rico b7 force 
and violence. The 1ndict!omt charced the defendante with the distribution 
of inn...,...t.oey literature, the procurine of fire &1"118 and militaey equip­
aent, and Ule recrui tine of military bodies. Speeches were aade by Caapoe 
which were evidently intended to inctt.e revolution against the eetablished 
Oovernment. Following hie epeochee and the e.rtorte of hie eo-dotendante, 
law enforc•ent officere and vi viliane were ehot.. Includod amon& them was 
the Chief of Police of San J~~&~~, Colonel Rigp, ltlo wu ahot. to death. 
WhUe these thin&• wre goinc on, there wao wch unrest Ulroughout. Puerto 
Rico, and the l1Y1s of public officials wer e endan&ered. Attempts were 
made upon the lite of District Judge Cooper who escaped bullet.e which ""re 
fired into his aut..-.bile . 

Caapoe ia now on probation, as hi3 oricinal sentence provided that 
the col'!pletion of his ai.x year sentence on the firet of the Ulree counts 
of the indictment. should be f ollowed by a four year probationary period, 
Sine e he l ett. the penitentiary, he has been confined 1n the Columbue 
Hospital in New York City. He has not signed the auat00111r1 probation 
conditiona; hu aade no reports to the pro.bation ot!icer1 1n abort, he 
is 1n one way or another violetinc hill probation eveey day. Tbia 11 
because of hia insiat.ence that he ia not aubjact to the sovereign power 
of the United St.et.aa, and LV c011pl1ance with t he probation requiri!Uilta 
wc:uld be inconaiatent wit.b that attitude. The Oiatrict Judja ill Puerto 
Rico has •dl repeated inquiri .. abo<lt Ula aatt.ar1 u .YOU know, it ie ill his 
power to rnoke probation becauae of Cupoe 1 rlolation ot ita conditione, 
!bit probation oftieer ill New York teela that hs ia not. perfoming hia cbt7 
when be f aila to exercise over Caapoe the euperrtaion which is required b7 
law. So lone ae thia a1 tuat.ion continuu, t h8re ia alwa,yw the danger that 
the Judge ma,y revoke the probation, order Campos oO!IIIIitted to the penitentiary, 
and brill& about a renewed charge of political persecution. Up to the present, 
the mat tar hu baen allowed to drag alone with a view to avoidin& poll tical 
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upheavale 'IIIlich we are usu.-ed would result. rrooo stem treat.llent of CAmpos . 

Although the Hdical report.s .tlow that he is su!'!artn& n-.. a heart 
&ilJient and arterioaclerc~ia, ccn!ident.ial sources w1 thin the hospi tal have 
adviaed the FBI that alWlin111& ~icianiJ "have ~en unable to find IJ1J' 
ai(lniticant disability•, and that there ie really no need !or his Min& 
hoep1tal1&ed. Tba cue presents a picture or martyrdooJ his !rienda ins i st 
that hla ph;rsical condition is clue to tortures applied to him i n the 
penti tentia.ry. 

Recently the IJU&geetion hu been made that he be perlllitted t o leave the 
country and go to Cuba or llexico. l(y riret 1mpre•s1on was that thi e 10\lld 
be a practical solution of tha matter . In a discussion or the eucgeation 
with me:obere o! rt:f etatt , I waa perauaded that !rom a political and ~ecurity 
standpoint this would be unwise, as hia presence in Cuba or Mexico -
particularly the toraer - would ca\Uie trouble. According to Director Hoover 
or the FBI, revolution...,. •ov•enta which are tied in with that or Caapoe 
are quite active and potenti.all)' dangno\18 . In hia judpant, the presence 
ot Cupoa in Latin Aaerica would M ~. 

The only conclWiin action 'll!lieb suggeat.s itaelt to ,.., 1a the reiiOVal 
or th,. !Jl'Obation requiraunte by a PNoeident1al cmo::ut&tion ot l>ia aMtence. 
Th1e could, or eourn, M uaed by Cupoa as a rtndication of his poait! on, 
and 1 t would have the Jll'Cticsl ettect ot uking hirl free to go wher,. be 
pleaeaa and do 'llllat he whiles ao long aa he does not again violate the law. 

Under all the circiUIII tancae, I recollllllend that nothing be done a t. preeent . 
Should anything ariee, auoh u a revocation ot probation by the Judge, 
requiring po51tive action , we can then reconsider the advisabl.lity of eo'1111lU­
tation, departure rrCD the country, or other possibilities. 

Roapectrully, 

FIUl'iCIS 8IOIU 
At tomey General 
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-~·7 .ua -u ..,, ............. , ••• ,Ullo. 

1M I'M1l7 o-.J ... "-'le UU te 1101. ala ftt'lllrea a..nt7 tu ••••• 

laol.v.l.lllc ott.nq1a tooa, wllere tile llol4er llu leu tllu Ill' of tile •tohnAI•c 

allerea ot atooli:, wa1 ... tile ..-.. law • ..rbt 't'1tlae ta ._. at teo,ooo. 

fUoUtedlT \la1e ..Ul dlll..U .a117 atoeldlol'-e to11o -• otfel'l to •'tala wlat 

~pronto k ftl7 apoaelft 0111 .,., ..... ,tal •-'-'T• !la!a 0eluo lo&loletloa• 

wall opoa tile -.w to on.o ottuk wre lt •• tor - onolluotla. 

!luo hRrl Uoa .t.ot ot ;!,01 -.1 tll.o !ft.n laba ..... An et l,Ul onatata 

• ..,.., olallar pr..Ulou wblula ettoot ..UOriH tile Hllrt to ....,Ure _,_, 

la •'•u ... alta ..a.r tile a-rtuoa Aft u4 1a Rita 'raacb' )7 lloU.ra ot 

aoariUoa aptaat ,.,.., ... 'Uior t11.o frut labatu .. .&n. Ia 'botll ahwtaa, 

llownr, tll.o Oovt aa: ro.,.tre -..i\7 u1 1a .. ,, •• la tile • .., t om lllo•••• 

o11l1.41Ptol h lo ao. 

!la!a 1e, ot -· • nlla .... ttal Utt....oo, '""' aoftrtlleleaa tu llloto 

low looo toUow tile paero1 panora at tile rotorol alot"G\oa (Mtll -•oa la :rar 

.&4al.al.atrotloa)a oat ap1.a I lo 110\ Wino \bat \be &itt-, illportoat u U 

~ M la paoUoo, ..U M polatol -.p llllup17 ....,. •• .-. uti ... ,_, '7 

7R ntfto1at17 toUla&o 

I .alooo 7R ooploa ot tile ro1oro1 llttl.oo of llrll heoo ..... •I tile tw 

hMnl ftata\oo to *iM I reterro&. 
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'n'J: i:'HlTE HWSA 
I,J.SHnCTt,l: 

p 
r April 1, 1944 

Pe raonal 

Dear J~: 

Thank you Cor sending me the copy of t hat lotter which 
you sent to Covornor Dewey. 

I assume that you have been aware of tho tact that Cor 
tho lut. aevor&l years there hoe been pressure troa certaitl quarters 
in New Yorl< for leaiel.a tion which would lwoper and reet rict &1norit7 
otockboldera ' actions ao as to ll&l<e the11 ll.loo3t illpoeoible to insti­
tute. Apparentl,y the,. havo at leot been successful - that is , it 
the Governor •i&na the l>ille . 

You are perfectly right in saying tha t this legislation sots 
up a preferred olass ot individuals, making them practicall,y imoune 
from suit. I! this le£islat1on had betlll in et!oct during the last 
decade, practic&ll,y no .• e ot the llinorit7 stockholdore' suits, which 
heve resulted in large verdl.cte against directora and ottieers or in 
eubstanti&l caoh uttlecents, ooul d have been caint&ined. J:aey corpo­
rate director• and otticers, guilt 7 of mal.lea8&0Ce or non-feasance, 
would have escaped largo llabilit7. 

While minority stockholders ' suits have been the subject 
ot acme abuse in some.inatancu, ohie!l,y 1n respect to aettl-• 
out of court, these abuses could be corrected. rithout resort to this 
most drastic r-d7 which 1n ertect abolishes stoekholdere 1 actions 
altogether. 

Although ot course I CMnOt 111ke &07 public upression ot 
rq vi-. or take t.nT public st"""- on those bills , I hope t hat the 
Covemor will veto th•. 

\Vith kindest regards 1 

J-• If, C.rard, Eeq., 
40 r..u Street 
New Yori<, New Iorlc 

Cordiall,y youre, 

(S) PRAN!'J.IN D. ROOSEVXLT 



c 
0 

p 
r 

J AllES 1f. G!RARD 
Att.orne)" and Gounaellor at Law 

IJ) \\'all Street 
Now York C1t7 

The Presida'lt 1 
The White House, 
Waabington, D. C. 

Dear Pranlclln' 

Jlarch 27, 1944 

I enclo .. cow ot letter sent b)' me 

to Govemor Dcwe7 which Jll&1 intereat 70"• 

Yo~.~ra very sincerely, 

(S} Jamoa w. Gera rd 
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ll&rch 21, 1944 

To His Excellenc;r, 
The Governor of the State of Now York, 

Sir: 

I do not know whether or not the Coudert billa 
limiting the right of stockholders to sue directors for 
fraud, mismanagement and negligence, have been passed b;r 
tbe Legislature. 

If not, r sad no further, 

It the billa await acti on b7 you, I respectfullT 
submit the following: 

The bills introduce a n"" olanent into our 
jurisprudence. A particular class, rwnel;r, directors, are 
given certain advant-sea and immun1 ties not enjoyed b7 
their fellow cithens - and why? If directors are innocent 
of wrong doing or negligence wb,y should t he:r tsar acti on b7 
a s tockholder, and why should the Legislature and Governor 
of our State aid t hem to avoid the consequence of their acts, 

First . Note that bill No. 1505 Senate provides 
that no stockholder can sue for inj ury to the rorporation for 
a wrong committed befor e he became an owner of atock. But 1 

a stockholder i s an owner of part of the corporation, be 
sues for tho benefit of the corporati on and aa part ollner or 
tho corporation is entitled t o a s hare in all rights that the 
corporat ion possesses. 

Second. As t o tho provision of bill 1506 Senate 
that a stockholder s uing, unless he possesses five per cent of 
the stock ot an)' class or tho corporation (or stock ulued 
at $50,000), must tile a bond in the aum of $50,000 es securit:r 
tO the defendantS * * * I DOte that five per Cent Of the 
capital stock of man:r corporations ia an enormous sum -
~35,162 shares of ' the Unitod states Steel Company, 553,288 
shares ot E. I. Dupont de llemours and Co., 433,716 shares ot 
Anaconda Coppor lolining Company, llO, 704 shares or Allied 
Chemical and pya Corporation, 262,517 shares of Elect ric Bond 
and Share C0111pacy and 3,100 ahares or tho National Cit:r Bank, 
{all common stock and liatod in llood)' 0a Service tor 1941) 

'~----------~----------~---~~ 



To Hie Excellency, 
The Governor of the State of New York, 

ll&rch 21, 1944, 
Page 2. 

\Thy thie cless legiolation? 1'/hy should directors 
be given advantages in defending actiona at law not given to 
other classes - automobile owners, tor example, or even 
butchers or soda fountain owners? 

Then in thU bi ll, l5o6 Senate, there is thie 
provision that the plaintiff pay attorney fees. If this 
means anything, it means fees paid by directors to those 
attorneys for def ending actions -- an imitation of Old England 
where plaintiffs who fall because or some technicality can be 
ruined if they lose -- and cless legislation again for the 
benefit of the rich. 

Note, that director• of the National City Bank 
paid in to the Treasury of that Bank at a stockholder'• suit, 
a settlement of $1 ,800,000, the directors of another great 
bank, $2,000,000, the directors of Electric Bond and Share 
Compan,y, a lerge sum, the directors of the New Haven Railroad, 
&2,000,000, the directors of General llotors, $4, 500,000. 
These are only a few examples. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jl~:IIT 

II 
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J&Ma II. Oerard 
.u t.omey and Counsellor at La>r 

40 II all Street 
N"" York Ci t.y 

The Prea1dent, 
The Wh1 te House, 
llaehincton, D. c. 

Dear Franklin: 

Jt&rch &0, 1944 

!leforr1ns to my r ecent le tter re; 
billa to end, praetioally, s tockholdero actions and 
the copy or my let ter to ()ewey en cloud therewith, 
these bills were pt.Ued and aru now before Dewey . 
I! he allows t.hoa to beeoo:e l aw , I th1.nk tna t 
learned Justices Frankfurter ond !lesencan wi ll a,gr ee 
that ho will be • cooked• thereby. 

Yours •incerely, 

Juoa 11. Qerard 
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STATE OF NEW YORK 

Mo. 1508 Int. 1315 

IN SENATE 
Flllrual'y 28, 1944 

lntroc!ueed by Mr. COUDBRT-....S 11ri«~ and ordl!ftd printed, and when prhol<d to be oommittrd to the Commltlfe on the Judiei&ry 

AN ACT 
To amend the general corporation law, In relation to security 

101" ooata and expe-ln aotlolla against olfioera or dlrectOtS 
of corporation• 

Tit< PtopU of lh Sial• o{ N..., l'or!, rtprtuAitd io Seoalt ood 
, t.,emblr, do ""'" as f<Hiote~: 

1 Seetioo 1. Chapter tw•nty.l of the laft of nineteen hundred 
2 aiDe, ontllled "All act relating to oorporatlona geuerally, oonat!tut. 

a i.oc chapter twe•Q'·three of the toDJOiidaud laW1," ., amended 

f roneral.ly by chapter m huudred 6fty of the lawa of ninet<eo hnn· 

a dnd lftoly·nint, io bonby ......Sad by adding thOftto • new --
8 tioa, to be oeetion mty-on•b, to read M foiiQft: 

'I &1-b. Saot~ritr tor _.,_ 1• ""' ..no.. '"''"•loci or .....,._ 
8 ,.._, ill 1/tt ,;gAl of - f~~r.;p or ..,..lie _,...no. br lito 
8 Aoldfr or Ml4fr• o/lu• 1/tao ~~ por ..,.1 ... o/ 1/tt OtiiiiOfldiop 

10 ........ , - .... , .... _,. ......... """ .. ,.,..., ,,.,.., ...... 
J:Jrli'I.AJI'AnOII-KaUer Ia ....... S. ... , ...U• Ia ......... ( J II ... law;lt .. -

• 



•• !. 

2 
1 H~u, .,., IM ,..,.., or •~litlf 1nu1 urli~u l¥<1 ., ..a . 
I ~ or ~' ""'' o MOrhl •..Zv• i• ,_ of ~fill ,._lid 
I ...,..., 1M _,.,, .,,_ '" .._, rigA I ..a ooHooo u brov11U ~~ 

' h eoolillod el - ...,. of IM twO<•fll'"v• b•for• ~- jlldp*"l 
6 lo • ..,..w. IM p14i•fil or ~li!• lo vi•• 11ovntll for ,., • ...,..... . 
8 ob14 _..,, tooaoo<li"ll ollorM~~'• fu., ,.,...,. - b1 iOICVrrfd 
7 611 il '" _..,. VilA tv<A «tWot olld &, IM otAu pan;, 
8 <Iff•""-•" '"-•tcllolo llertvil4 for '""WI il 111011 bee.,.... tvbj~rl 
I ,..,._,., lo teclioo ~~~- of IAu cAopl<r, lo tcAieA lAo cor· 

10 ,_..,.. ~ Mu ~~~ i• ncA """"'"' "' lA• covrl Aovi"ll 
ll jwril<licllolo I~ ~roootou topooo IAI le,.,.iooiWot of IVCA octWot. 
12 r .. -•1 of ..a -rtlll ...,, liltr«~{ltr from ti,.o to tim• be 

13 '""""''" or "-"'f!d i• 14• diocrlliofo of IAt eotorl Aod"ll jv,.,. 
14 diolioa of IVM oclio• vpoa •Ao'"'"a IAol lite •ecoril~ prooidld w 
15 or - •- '""""""'' or if •uurioo. ~ 

16 I 2. Thla oet ob•'"·•• eii'Mt i.monocliately. 



,,..r, , r -.~~- ..,_,~fJ~ ~..._ 

YORK 

Int. 1314 

EN ATE 
February 28, 1944 

COUDERT-ftod twiee and ordered priniA!d, to be committod to tl•e Committ<t' on the 

AN ACT 
tile general corporation law, In relation to the right to 
ao~ agalrm ollioerl or directors of corporations 

o/1.\o Stat• o/ N1w Yor~ rOJirlltalod ;, 8•""'• .,.d All(liiWr, do """'' ..., fol'-" 
1 Sedion 1. &Won oixty-one of ebapttr ~oty~ht of the laW'S 
2 of nineteen hundred nino, entitlrd "An art relatink to corpora· 
8 tiou generally, eoutituting rhopter twenty·lhl'ee of tho CODJOii• 
' daiA!d Ia...," u amended by ehapter oix hundrrd flhy of the ).,... 

5 of Dineteen hundred twenty-nine, ia btl'tby amended to reod u 
8 followa: 

7 I 61. Who IIIII¥ brinr wcll Ot'tion. An ution may be brolll!ht 
8 for tho nllef prNOribed in the la.t -tion, by the atto.,.Y·Ifftlral • 
9 iD behalf of dlo people of die otate, or ox<ept for tho l't'lief 1peoi8ed 

10 iD the lhlrd ud fo11rth IUbdhiol-, by the corporation or a credi· 
u tor, .-~ ... , or tnaatee In b&DIIrll~ tb._f, or by a direotar or 

12 o6ler of die corporatlaa. 

........ ~_ ... ,_ ....... at ... ; -n- ......... c J .......... --



1 Upoa tJ. appllratioa of 

1 o...S.. dlreatblt lhe trial by 

I 
6 u p.-rllNcl Ill eeolioD fov 

• pnedoe aet. 

• 
7 t1r......,... ooo poo wliow U -' h _.,. lo 

1 - o •~IIOUoldfr Ill 114 "- of 114 IN.,..o,_ 

t ploi111 <W t.bt -'" 11«4 llHto/ltr <Ut>Oiv.d 

10 of"""· 

11 I t . Thio act oball tab olrect lmmedlat.1y • 

• 

... 
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The !lhite Houee 

lmll!WIDUII FOR Till! PR!Sllll'llT . 

I know about t.heoe billo about which 
Jimy Qorard writes. They are very bad, and 
hove been enacted aa a reeul t ot pruoure 
brought by ooce Wall Street lawyers and largu 
corporaUone who reall;r want to abolish llillorl.ty 
etockholuers • suits. The billa will have the 
practical ettect ot abol1oh1ns u-. 

I han marked the attached dratt of letter 
•personal• so thot :your letter will not be pub­
liehed. 

IIII,Ybe the dra!t 1o t.oo tough anyway . Jimaly 
Oerard might show 1 t around. 

S. I. R. 



.. 

Securit.1e1 and Truot. Indenturee Titl..t lS, 1 7Tk (e) 

... ... In any suit under tbia or any other aactton o! t.bie aubchapter 

tbe court ~~ in ita cliaeretton, require an undertaking tor the paJllll!lllt 

o! the coata o! such suit, includin& reaaonabla attorney's lees, and 1l jud;p:ent 

sball be rendered qainat a party l1t1&ant, upon the motion ol tbe other 

party l1 t1gant, such costa may be aaeeaced in lavor o! euch party l1 ti1ant 

(whether or not. auoh undertaking haa been req.~1re<l) 1l the court believes 

tbo suit or the defense to have been without ""rl t, in an aount aulficient 

to reimburee b1a !or the reaaonabl..t e>;)enaea incurred by biaa, in connection 

with aucb suit, eucb cO<Jta to be taxed in tbe liWll'lBr usually proYide<l 

!or taxing or coats in the court in 'IIIlich the suit """ beard, 

----~------------==~~~-.-------· · 
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!!>. Poural lbUoo of ChU Proco<luro, !itle 28 , 3(1>) pro'rioao• 

locondar7 Action 1>7 lb&robo14ero. In an action 'brau4ht t o 
enforce a oeconUr)' richt on tho pert of one or •ore obaroboldoro 
in an aeaoo1at1on , 1ncorporatt4 or unincorporated, bec.uet the 
aoooc1at1on retune to enforce ricl>to >dlic:ll ""7 proporl,y bo 
eooorte4 1>7 it, tho oo.plaint tball bo oorifio4 br oath and thall 
aYtr ( l) that tho plain ti ft .. , o obaroholdor at tho tao ot tha 
tranoaction of ..tlich bo COIIPlllino or tbat hlo oharo thoroaftor 
UYOlYod on ~ ~7 operation of lav and (2) that the action io 
not a colluoiYI one to confer on a court ot tho United &tatoo 
Jur1o41ction ot anr action of vbicb it voul4 not othorvioo baYo 
Jur1o4ict1on. !be COIIJ)lai.nt oball aloe ut forth rlth 
particnlaritr tho otfortl of tho plaintU'f to oecuro tree tha 
aaoacinc 41rootoro or truotooo and, if nocoooarr. froa tho oharo­
l:ol4ero onch action .. ba udroo, and tho roaoono tor hlo failure 
to obtain ouch action or tho roaoono for not mkinc nc:ll ortort. 

• 
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'lbe Trut Int~eDtv• Mit of 19)9 (1$ U .s.c. - · 77ooo (e) 

prorldel l 

( • > UDdolrtlldJII r .... -w. 
'lbe 1DIIoatwe to be qu11.tUd -., coatain pro-.1-

ei.,... to tilt .Ueot tllat all pert1e• tbareto, i.Dchac11nc 
tlla 11.dowto&N e-nv holdolre, ...... tllat tilt cout 
-., in ite .u.-t1co ""'ire• 1a aq llllit r .... tbe .... 
tore-at ot aq rllbt or ~ UDder mch ~ 
tun, or 1a aq mit apinat tbe tnaatee r .... aq aotion 
talceo or c.itted bT it •• tnaetea, the tilinJ bT aq 
pvli)' lltipnt 1a auoh auit, ot &II undertall:iJII to pq 
the ooata ot mch lldt, and tllat auch ooart fM:T 1a ita 
dieONtiOD u•••• l"'IICCIIahll coeta • i.DcludiAC J'MIOD­

ahll attci'M78' t••• ap1JI8t aq pvt7 llt.ipat 1a 
IIIOh mit, bn1ag ~~ reprd to the Mrlta and p>od 
taith ot tbe ol.l.al or det-•• ...S. bT ....,h pvt7 
lltipata Prowi.s.d, that tbe prorla10AI ot thie aut>­
-u., ebell DOt aJ>PlT to aq llllit iDititaW 111 aoh 
tnaat., to aq ait 1Dort.itatl<t bT 111r ,,. twe IICil­

rll;)' holder, or IIJ'OQP ot iadentare -nv boldere, 
holdiDg 1D tbe aggrepte 110re tllaD 10 per ceutaa 1D 
prlDo1pal aaount or the iDdeDtare eiCIU'itiee out­
at&Ddinl, or to IZtf ell1t inltitated bT aq 1Ddentw'l 
MOUrl t7 holder tor tbe entorc-t ot the pa)'IOiat 
of tbe prlncipal of ell' iAteftet OD aq 1-dentw'l eecu­
ril;)', OD OJ' attar tbe 1'Npl0ti ... ~~ datu upriiiN 

in aueh Sndeatw • eiCNl'ili)'. 

• 
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THII W.HI T E HOU8C: 

WAeHINGTON 

PQIQIAL 

IIEMOJ\A.OUW POll 

Til& lo'l'TOIUIEY OltN!!RAl. 

In cast the Governor or H1w 

tor~ a!tna tt.cso b111a, pleaae make 

•• out a cal.-, oool a.nd toolp.root 

1cre~d rt.ovtnc hit hair co~plttolyl 

It. • auld b• a aooct docwtent. to uae 

for our trienda. 

P. D. R. 



--· 

GRACE: 

TO TAKE UP WITH THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL. 

F.D.R. 
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1 ··- ... , ,.. u ...... ..... or - , .. , _, tor - 1&&' Mftftl , ..... t buo JLu ., ... PI'••••• tro~~ eer&aJa _.,\ora 1a Jlw Tork tor 1-.bl&Uoa wllln ....U _,_, oaJ r .. &rtoL ..SaorUJ oton• -..u .... • uu ... • u too .U• \&• U.at S..,..ulbb LO LuLl\ULe. ...,...,..u, UoaJ Mft •' 1..t '- _. ... ,t'\11 - ttlat Ia, u Llao ao .... .,r a1<1u uoa "uo • 
""'01'0 pufo&LlJ r1~L la MJ110a u..• \Ala lectala\loa • •'-• ·~ • Fil1"aTTeoj • 1• .. or 1adhl4-.lo1 .. u.,. \b4M prao\1• oaUt 1-... ti'Oa eun.. lf tilt• le«lala\1• bad: MM la a tf'•t durt~~r~ Ula lan. t......Se preatloallt .... o~ tao a\~rlt1 a~okbot!ar• • ..S.t.a, wb1o0 a. .. ra8Ul.1Ad. 1 11 1eraa ftl'\11ota -.l.Mt ..... ._.. &114 otflo.ra or la aut.--..u&l ..- .. :.."1...., ... . oou.l4 ~ ......... •'rtdeef. _, enr;.ora\e di.reot.ora ..s otf1aora, CQll\J at ..tt~o• or eou­teea.anoo, watal4 ha•a acMl*d .b ..ra• l1ab1l t t r. 
Dila at.rt c, atoell:bD14rc ra• nl t.a 

..._ - ~· -Joo\ of - .- lo -lMkaoH, Nl.tt, l a roapea~ t.o ••U·l-n ... oet or ..,...,..., u.. .. ....._ .. .a M .. ..,....,.. 

~~~~~~----~~----------------, 



... 

wltllcN' re110rt to tbi• ~•t drutle r..e47 
atell 1a erreot allolleb•• atooldlolder s • 
Mtlou elto&ethu • 

.Al~\1811 or eouree I e&llDOt aalce 
aQT publio expressi on or ., v1ewe or t ake 
anr ~bl1o o~ on theae billa , I hope t hat 
tbe OonrDOr wi ll ye t o thu. 

Wi tb ldlldae t. r egards , 

Cordittlly yours , 

l ... • 1'1. Gerard , I:aq • 
..0 Wall str eet 
R .. York , Hew York 



• •••••l• . ... (O.,•Il\.W• "'' ...... 
•o ......... •••u• .... . .,... ..... 

'l'h t Pl'esident , 
The White Hou.so 
Wosh1ng ton, D. 6. 
De.tt.r Frankl.i.o : 

IV1 18 II 'l All ·~~ 
E ' 

llaroh 27, l9.U . 

I enclose copy ot letter :sent by •• 

to Governor Dewey which aay interest you . ~ 
Your• very ainoorely,~_,J'· 

~~"' 
• 



Karch 21, 1944. 

to au Bzoelllllll7, 
The Governor ot the State ot New Yor k , 

8171 

I do not lalow whether or not ttle Cow!ert bills 
11altiJII the riCbt ot ltOOkboldeJ'a to Re director. tor 
fraud, •• "·•-t and necuc-. baft been paued by the Lechlatve. 

It not, r ead no turther. 

It the blUe aalt aOUOll by }'Oil, I r ee peott'ully 
sut.l t the tollowUIC 1 

'fbe bill• llltJ'od\aoe a ne• el-t 1nto OUJ' 
ta'18J11"111lece. A pal'tloular •!,::!J -17 , d1J'eotore, aJ'e dvlll ou\aln ad-tace• and 1 tiel not. enjoyed by 
tbelr tellGW o1t1Mill - and wilt' IC direoton are innocent ot --. dolne or aecllc~nce 'llby 1hould t hey t ear action by 
a eeookholder, and wb7 1bould the Lech latu.re and Goftm or 
ot OlD' State aid tlwe to aY01d the con .. quence ot their acta . 

~. Mote tbat bill No. 1~' Senat e provide• 
that ao 1toolili0Uer oen 1ue tor injury to the corporation t or 
a ft'Oill ~ tted before he beoue an owner ot 1 took. 'But , a ltoolrbe'"U 11 aa _.,. of part of the corporation, ho - ..._ .-. -..ru . .., u.. oorpora\laa aad u ~art O'llller o r 
the -popaUon 11 •Utl ecl to a ahare 1n all richtl that the 
OOI'pCII'aU- poneiMio 

JEf:ftt1• Aa to the prortlion or bill U06 Senate tbat a 1~ er IU!net unle11 he po1ee• • • • f i ve per cent ot 
tbe 1toalt pf lilT cla11 or the corporation (or atock valued at • 5010001 1 ~t tile a bond 1n the .ua o t t,o,~ a• 1ocurlty to tbe deteDdantl e e • 1 note that f1Ye per cent o t t he 
Mt1t&l 1took ot _,. corporation• 11 an enormou• .,. -
4»1 162 abare1 ot tlle UDUad 8tate1 Steel COIIJ>&II71 , ) ,218 
1bal'el ot B. Io n.,oat de 1_,.. and Co., 4))1 716 1hare1 ot 
An111rda Co,,.r Mtnt111 Coapany1 110{704 lll&J'el of Allied 
~cal Uld Dye CorporeUOD, <~61,5 7 ebare1 ot 1Ueoh'1c Bond ¥14 lbare CoapuQ" and ) 1 100 lbaree of tbe l at1onal CltJ' s.u. lall common stock and listed in Koody 1s Service for 1941) 



• 

To Ria l soel l.aoy, 
The GoYernor or the S tat e of llew York, 

.llarob 21, 1944, 
, .. e 2. 

Why tbia clase l eg i slati on? ~Y should dir ector• 
be c i•en a4Yant., .. i n def endJ.n& action• at law not civen to 
o ther cla11ea -- cutODGbile ownera, tor example, or e Yen 
blltobere OJ' aoda tountain om en? 

!b4n in this bill, 1506 Senate, t here i s thiG 
prorteion that the plallit.itt pay attort11ty r ,... It this 
-• anything, i t means t e &a paid by direc ton to thoae 
a ttorney• tor detencUng action& -- 1111 11111 tation o r Old England 
where plailltifte who tail beO&llte or ao111e techn1ea11 ty can be 
1'111Ded U' th.y lo•e - 11nd cla" leCi,lation again for tha 
benefit or the riob. 

llote, that dir e oton ot t he !lati onal City Bank 
paid i n to t he T~ea:mry or thmt eaD!< a t a stockt!older 1 R 1ui t , 
a ••t t lament or ~1 , 800,0001 the di rectors ot another creat 
bank, ~2 , 0001000 , tho dirootors ot ~lectrie Bond and Share 
C-panyL a large lUll, the d!J'eotore ot the liuw !!a Yen Natlroad, 
G~,ooo ,uoo, the dir ector• or Gen.ral Motors , ~4,50o ,ooo . 
Tbeae are only a tew es&8plel. 

Res~~cttQ!ly subnitted, 



J AH ES w. OERA .. O 
Ano•"" A..."iD C:ou••e:u.o• ~• L•w 

.. o w .. u. IT• e.• r 
"ifW 1'011 .. 1;1T'I' 

., ........ .. .. , ...... ~ ·-

The Pres ident, 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Franklin : 

1L H\h ·•" <II • 

loU' 31 8 26 M~ ·~~ 
E 't ' 0 

Mar ch JO , 1944. 

Referring to my recent letter re : 
bills to end, practically, stockhol ders actions and 
the copy or my latter to Dewey enclosed therewith, 
these bills were passed and ar e now before Dewey. 
Ir he allows them to becorr.e law, I think that 
l earned Justices Frankfurter and Rosenman will ag~ee 
t hat he will be "cooked" thereby. 

Yours sincerely, W .2vv , 

ov 



TH& WHIT& HOUII 

WAIHIHGTON 

I kDc'w abcut t.b••• b1lls abou~ 
-~1o~ J1==t aerard •r1t••· ~aar are 
~•rt ~ed , an4 t.STO boeD anoe~o4 •• 
a result ot rraa•ura brought bt 
eoa. a!l wtreat lnwtera n4 lar 1 
oorporatic r.a Yfho really -.ant ;.o 
abol1eh ~nor1ty atookhol4era ' au1tl . 
The billa will have the ~raot.lcd 
etruot. or n.Jol11.h1ne them. 

l have QOrl!ed tt.a st tache~ 
~~aft or letter "personnl" 10 that 
J'O'Ir htt..er v111 not be pu')llehed . 

yba t.t.e 4r~ctft !e too t.ou ·h 
an.rw•:r . Ji%1 tr rd. t ht CN u. 
ar &illl!S . 

. .. 



Dear Bob: 

The"o are tho oop1oa ot tho letter• 

I apoke to you about on the phone today. 

Pleaaa note tluot they are personal 

lett er• ILnd, tlloretore, cannot be quoted 1n 

any vay. 

W1th klndoe t roaarde, 

Very elnoerely, 

BAMUIZL I • ROBSIIXAB 

Honorable Robert lt. llanneg~tn, 
Ch~tlrean, De•oore tlo National Coaa1ttee, 
Hotel ICay t lower, 
>aah1ngton, D. 0. 

Qloloaurea e1r/tmb 
~c!.&;:nt_;l!! o~ lot~~r• bet-.,een tJ',e ?:--e~tic.ent • nc.; Ho~ . .JII ,.,. \. . 

Gererd, !Jl ::s;,.t t>•'th a:rcf"t, ::et.' Ylrk 4,, Uew llrlt J/'e-7/ .. ~; 
-./l/4.:.; ,,'~5/·•·i; 11/J/•.t re le£18lat1on pPo~ed aht. "~Ened 
by Gov . Devey role t1n, : o tl.e l!::11ta t1 ~n ~! the r lf:h t o :' 
e'tocl<l--oldrrfl to fii'Jt• C 1rt•c torfl for tr~ td, m1 11 .. nae:e;nen t. 
one npclt,Rnce- Couc~rt bl lle . 



J••• w. llerar4 40 WoU ., 
a.., York, ... ton. 

!be ,.,...,4.' 
"'- Vhl ,. Ko\111 
Yaahtnc~n. D. o. 

Dear J'Nftkl.lDI 

I enolo•• oopr or 1•'''" , ... , lJt 

•• ~ Go•ernor o ... ,, Olob .. , '"''""'' J'O'l• 
toure .,,..,. 11noerely, 



llarob 21, 1844 

l'e lb l:xMll-:r, 
lhe GoYei'IIOP of Ute I'•'• ot lew Yorlt, 

llrl 

I 4o no ' know whe \her or no' Ute Couder' bllle llaUtnc 
rlpt of a&ookhol 4ere \o lUI 41reo tora tor freud , a1nenacn••' 
... u.c anoe, ban b .. a ,. ... 4 by the Leg1ela, uN . 

It no t, Ne4 no turthar. 

It the b1lle awaU aouon bT :rou, I Nepeott'llll:r eubal t Che 
following I 

!he bl lle l ntroduoe a new eleant 111\o our Jlll'lepll"'l4noe. 
A partloular olaee, aaael:r, dlreo\ore, are ct• e n oertaiD edY&D\a&ee 
aad 18DunlU11 no' enJo:red by their fel low olUaae - - aJI4 whJ't It 
41Notore are lnnOo•t ot wroaa do l nc or D .. llcnoe wb:r lhoul d U.:r 
tear e otlon by • e &o okbolder, an4 'llh7 ahould \be Leclelature u4 
GoYernor ot our I'-'- &14 tb• \o aYOld Ute ooneeqv-e ot their ana. 

nra'· llote the' bU l llo . UOII a-'- proY14u that DO 
atookhol der oaa eue t or lnJ~ to the oorporatloD t or a wronc oo..ttted 
betoN he beo- u owner ot etoolr. . lut, a e\oollho14er le an -r 
ot part of t he oorporaUon, he euee tor U.. beDetlt ot \be oorporaUon 
aa4 •• part oWDer of lhe oorporeuon h enUUed to a lbare 1n al l 
rtcht• thet the aorperauon poeae .. u . 

I!!OD4• Ae ' o lhe proYhlon ot blll 1 1108 leaate thet a 
etoolr.holder iiU1114r, anl11e he po••••••• t1Ye per oeD' of the e \oolt or 
all7 ole11 ot U.. oorporaUon ( or etoolr. ftl~~e4 at 1110,000), a uet tile 
a tlon4 ln the ..... ot 1110,000 • • eeourU:r &o the 4 eteD4eDU .... 1111'­
thet the par oen' of U1e oapUal etoolt ot ... , aorporaUoDe h a11 
eacn .. oue - - tall,182 ahaNe ot the VDUed lktll ltul Ooa paJl7, 
&N,I!88 ~baNe ot 1 . I . hpoD' 4e •-111'1 aD4 Co., ta3,'118 ebaru ot 
Auooada Copper lllnl, CloapeJl7, ll0 , '10o& lharea of Allled ~oal 
all4 D:r• OorporeUoD, 82,111, llbaNe o f lleotrle 1oM. and. lh.n Cloape117 
ellll 3,100 ebarea or the laUonal Ol'J lank. (ell oo- e\oolt aa4 
lhtec! la Jloo4:r'• hrr1oe tor lHl) 



t'o B1a llloallano7, 
tbo GoTernor ot Uta llu'• ot lev York, 

llaJ'Ib l!1 • 19«. 
Pace e. 

lft\1 '111• ola81 leslolettont llhJ llboul4 4lreetoro 'Ill elY• &4Yan'-aoa ln 4oton41nc aotlono at law not slwen to olber olaoooa -­autbiiO'bllo ownoro, tor exuple, or eYe 'butohera or ao4a touakln o•eret 

!hen 1n thle 'b11l, li!Oe leaato, thoro 11 VIU prorte1o n Cbat lbo pla1nUtt P01 aUorno7 tooo . lt th1o DOdO M7VI1ftl, U aoana t eoo pa14 'by 4lrootoro to Vloae attorne1• tor 4eton4lnc eoUono -- an 1a1\&Uon ot 014 l:lllrlan4 llllere ple1ntltto wbo tall beoau .. ot ooao toolln1oal1 t7 oan be ru1Da4 1t Ulo7 lo .. -- an4 olaoa lac1olat1on aca1D tor 1bo benotU ot 1be rl .... 

Iota, that 41rootoro ot tho laUonal OU7 lank pal4 1n to Uw froaoury o f thot lank a t a otookhol4er 1 e ou1,, a ••••l .. ont ot 11,800,0(1(), Cbo 41rootoro ot another ern• '-nit, 12,000,000, tho Ureotoro ot llootrlo llcnl4 an4 lbaro 0oapaJlT, a lara• .,.., Ute 4lraotoro ot tho lew Raw• la1lroa4, 12,000,000, VIa 41rootoro ot General Motoro, 14,500,000. tboao oro onl7 a taw oxupleo. 

Raepaottull7 all'bltl tto4, 

• 



Dear .r,_..,: 

fhaU )'OU for eea4111jE H the 
OOPJ ot ~' le"er wh1oh J OU ... , to 
IJoYU'IIOI' DeweJ. 

I u-e the& )'Ou ban beea 
aware ot &he tao& Chat t or the lut aeYeral 
7eara lhere baa been ,...eave troe oar&aia 
quap&eN la • .., York for ledalaUon '11111oh 
wou14 baaper u4 renrlot alnorl'J a&ook­
bol4eN' a oU ona ao aa to uka lh• alaoat 
1apoaa1ble to 1naU&uta. Apparutl)' the7 
hkYa at laac bean auooawatul -- Cba' la, 
it Cha OoYarnor a1sna the billa. 

You are pertaoC17 rlpt l n aaJ1"1 
&bat IIlla laclalatlon aata up a pratarra4 
alua ot lii41Y14uala, aaklnc th• prao\1-
oall)' ~ troe auU. It thia ladalatlon 
ba4 bean 111 etteo& 4urlns the lan 4eoa4e, 
praoUoall)' none ot the alnorl&J atookhol4ere' 
aulta, wh1oh baYe raaal te4 l n larp nrillo&• 
ap1nat 41reo&ora an4 ottloere or l n aub­
atantlal oaah aettleaenta, ooul4 baYe been 
ulntalne4. llan7 oorporate 41reotor• an4 
ottloara, sull'J ot aalt .. lanoe or non­
t aalanoe, would haYa ••oape4 larse 11abll1t)'. 

'lhile a 1nor1 C)' noakhol4arl' ai&Ua 
haYa betn Cba ~~abJao' ot eoae abuaa ln aoaa 
lna&aaoe1, ohiefi)' 111 Nlpeo' eo 1atU•a11&a ou' ot oour,, theaa abua .. ooul4 be oorreo'e4 

I 



w1 ~u~ r .. on '<> ~hie 110a ~ draa tlo reaa4y 
whloh 1n atteot abol1ebea a~ookholdara' 
aoUona al '<>gaUter. 

Al "'oUCh ot oouraa I oannot aue 
an7 publ1o axproaa1on ot •1 Y1eva or take 
any publ1o atand on ~h••• billa, I bope that 
the Oournor will Yeto Ulea. 

11U h 11:1ndeat recarda, 

Cord1all7 youra, 

c a1gne4l I'!Win.n o. ROOBII:HL! 

Jaaea 11. Ger a rd , Eaq., 
40 Vall Street, 
New York, lev Yorlt. 

' 



.. 

Juea •• Gerard 
11 laa\ 117Cb n. •ew Yor'll 01 t7 22 

the Pree14ent, 
!be Vh1 te Houee 
Vathln&ton , 1>. C. 

D .. r l'ran'lll1n: 

AprU 211, 11144 

Congra"&la\tone on your nra aotton n : 
lion 'SO•ei"T VereS. 

Oonrnor Dever dgn..S 'he Republ1oan bUll praot1oa11y endlag ao\lone by etookhOldere aga\net atebehnlng dlreo\ore. the Republtoane torcat \ha\ thte tlecUon V\11 ~ dtol ded bv wo•en and \lu t voaen tor. the aaJor1t}' ot etookholdere t n thla count..,.. 

Wall Street control ot goYaM'IIIent ou be u4t a great hwe 1n the oupa1gn - upeol allT 1n the ll1441t Weet. 

I .. a delegate-at-lara• - unpledged - and et the dlnner to the unterrltled D .. oorate &1Yen by Colonel Pattereon I 41d not, ae tnoorreo\17 ata\ed b7 \he •n•ea•, endoree a tour\h 'Cera, bu\ lt ,., not wr\h vhlle to deDJ thlll. Dloloud h a OOPJ or •1 epeeoh vhloh 1tle 
"boT• • ee•ed to lUte. 

I apo'lle eleo at a dinner to the voaen 4tltgaha troa \he A.erloae. !hue le4111 told • • that 1t1e7 regarded non-raoognltlon or the lega117 orea\ed so•ernaent ot • t\a\e •• an ln\erterenoe Vlth lte af'f'a1re . 

I ban ••n:r l<leu tor the -toe oupelp. 

VUh \he hope l:hat rour YOJa&e to the .,. bu put you 1n :rov uaul. npunc hr., 

Your• ner, 

(llped) JAIIU V. CJIIWID 



!hanke tor JOUr l e~1ier ot 
Aprll t wenty- t1t(h. 

I 

I\ •••me 1trenge ~t 10 11\tle 
publio reacti on haa been eeen with re1peo' 
t o the enao~ent or t hoee billa 'llh loh prao­
t ioallJ proh1b1t 1tookhold1r•' ault1 aaalaet 
dlreotorl and ott1oer• ot oorpora t lona. 
Al though it i e true , ae you Vl"lte, tlu t 
there are a fru~ many a tootholclere 1n 1ih11 
ooun1ir7, (he r apa t hJ w1 1ih r 81pect to thil 
kind or l egi l l atlon ..... reaarkabl a . I 
hopa JOu will keep on "'1rlng ' thle . 

I enJoJ ed reading 1h11 ""-n•­
orlrt ot JOUr ,...ark1 at the dlMer. 

I aa r eeling auoh better ae 
" reeul\ ot fl:1 holldeJ. 

V1th k1ndeet regard1, 

Yar, 11noerel J JOurl, 

(11&ned ) rRANILl• D. ROOIIYILf 

.raa11 V. Gerard, EA<t· 
&l Eut 87th Str ee t 
•n r ortt 22, •n Yortt. 

8lR1G 

I 

• 



THC WHITII HOUall 

WASHINGTON 

& . UnL 

I~ l!liD J. 0 fl C1 T..ll 

LITTII TO !Kll )W[DlJ.J. 

r. ~. rt. 



••!OMl ~-'•1 3 , 1944 

tb&aka ror your l•~tor of •prll , .. oty•flftb. 

It. 10~ lt.T&nee tb4t 10 little p~bl1 a r .. atlon h&a bten ... a •1\b napeoot to the uaetaM\. of tboae uuo ""-loll :1J"OOUM11y poo•nh owot­boldel'e' a.t t.e as:aioat 41..1"Htora and ott1aere ol oor poratloae. AltboU&b 1\ la t.:r1M, u J'CO wr1t.e, Ua.at. &.llere v• o _, ~ otDat.boUoro lD UJo • MGa'\J'f, t..b.•l.r epat,kJ •1 ~ reapc:ot \0 
\Uo ~r loclo~atlr:.;.••~ ruu~·rtv:,. , (wt_ ano. "~ ~ ..... ~ C . , V" -.•IJi!. I aoloJe4 r...U .. U>a t uo- , . \1 ertp\ ot J'OUJ' rMArke e t &.t,e tU.tt!lar. ""--« 

I .. roollD!' ...... 'otter u a r •aa.lt. of' ., liriiDU4., . 

• 1u. Jdftdtlt rocttrcla , 

1'ery e1a.e nl7 J'O'U'•, 

,_. • • Oeruot, ~eq,. 
•1 Kaot twtao 11\ro .. 
- Tori< u, - l'orlt 



,J A.M tl W Gt:ft AIIO 
MtO• II f'r AltO (OI.I• aU.lO• •f L~• 

t• t • st nrn .,,,,,. lt•t~• 
lo'lW •O•• c;1no II 

The Pr esident , 
The Whi te House, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Franklin : 

, 

Cong ratula tions on your firm actl on re : lion tgomery \"lard . 

Governor Dewey signed the Republican bills practically ending actions by stockholders against misbebavlng dir ec tor s . The Republica ns forget that this elect ion will be decided by women and that women form the majority of stockholder s in this country . 

Wall Stree t control of government can be mad~ a great issue i n the campai11n - E'Specially in the '"iddle \Jest. 

I am a delegate-at-large - unpledged - and a t the dinner to the unterrified Democrats given by Colonel Patterson I did not , as incorrectly stated bt the "Times•, endorse a f ourt h ter m, but i t was not wor th while to deny this . Enclosed i s a copy of mv speech which the "boys" seemed to like . 

I spoke also at a dinner to the women nelegates from the Amerlcas . These ladies told ru1 that they regarde<l non- recognition of the legally created government or a state as an inter ference with its affairs . 

I have many ideas for the coming campa1~n . 

With t he hope 
has put you i n your usual 

that your voyage to the sun 
fighting form, _...---

""" }-~!?--· 

' 



In the t1rat place, I u WJ>a that I apeak tor 

all ot ua hera toDicht 1n thanking Colonel Patteraoo tor 

bri ngin« us tocather . He 1a a c r eat exaout i·n, a akilled 

ad•Snhtrator and hie connection w1 th any mo.,•ent oeana 

wooeaa. 

The CI'Mt adftlltaca ot ll'filll on borrowed tiM, 

•• I do, 1a tlat ace br1n&a a oena1n 1ndependenoea - .U 

a Ellrop~ atate- ooce eaid, •He bad reached an ace When 

he did not ba.,. either to tear the nQCeanoe or 18elc the ta'lor 

ot IUl7 aa..• 

J'ortanat ely, - liYe i .n a country Where democracy 

etill uiate and it i .e our tallk to ne that the lamp or liberty 

aDd d .. ooraoy aball De'ler tail, 

We her e tonilht repreaent the De.oor ati c party 1n 

the c:reateat city ot the world. J'or uny yeare I ba'le had a 

bod 1n the &ttaira ot that )I&J'tT. 

In the daya ot that apleadid leader, Cbarl .. J' , 

MurptJT, I waa obaii'MD ot the looal o&IIJI&lan o~ttea, and , 

a• I recall, ClllOa oba11'11&1l ot the Ca~mty o~ ttae. I look 

back with 1'81Ht OD thol8 daye and aa one ot hie pall bearera , 

I etood at t.he ,.,..,. of Char lea J'. llllrpb7 and trom the cemetery 

hUl. looked o.,.r at the ln&t c ity which he had ruled t or ao 

__,. yean. I fel t that not Olll.y the party , but the co.NI11ty 



had .uttered a great loaa. 

In 1920, I waa chairman or the Finance Committee 

or the Rational Democratic Party; 1n 1924, I was the Treasurer; 

in 19211 both:-beginning as Treasurer and when Lehl11an left to 

run tor lot.euten.ant Govemor, t aking over the task or raJ.sing 

money as well as the complicated duties or Treasurer. In 19321 

I waa in a hospital during the campai£n but wu a ~...,. COD­

tributor and had -trlbu.ted to the ttoo .. nlt before COilY811lt10D 

oamp&i&D - tak1ns oYer Lou.la .!lowe '• pa:rroll whenever he needed 

the money, and in 1936 I was again called 1n to be chaJ.rman or 

the J'inance Oa.aittee and keep the party going , In 1936 and 

1940, I waa honorary chairman, in 136 giY!n& my efforts to the 

ao-called Oood leishbor League which had a great part in 

nitchiiiS the colored vote. Even in 1941, I waa chai:rman or the 

J'i.DaDce Collllllittee or that good candidate 0 'Dwyer~"i ~r;z;; 
~c.r.._.u. 

I g1Ye you that personal history to show you that 

I have had aome experience on the practical side or politics , 

and, auoh aa it ia, it ia at your aervice. 

Tbere have been great changes since t he old days when 

I and fellow workera ate atealut in the s t reet in fron t or the 

AD&W&Dd& Club at dawn on Election Day. The radJ.o, for example, 

haa r .. tored the power or 1ndh1.dual oratory. A nenpaper or 

1arce otrcu.l&t1on reachea, perhapa, lix hundred thouaand, bl,lt _ . 
QC ~ > t /y""" • ........,.,..._ 1T- t:-< 

011 tlla air , apealr1nl into the llike alone in a little room,A. I can 

raach the mill1011a troa coaat to coaat, 
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In polit i oa aa 1n eYery relation of life, there 
are -tu&l oblJ.&at1ona, .utu&l bul'dena. We are 1n a country 
where party IOYern.ent eziata. It ia the duty of the leaser 
parte or a areat polit10&l oraantaation to preaerTe unity, an4, 
abo?e all, to aee to it that fit pereona are 11&1114 aa local 
c&Ddida tea an4 that no t.proper tnrluencea haYe a hand in their 
ncwtNt10D. And on the part or tba bead of a party, it he 
takea otrioe, ther e ia an obl11at1on to see that those who 
aan their bea t ettorta to the pert:r are reoocniaed. 

In a CouDa-y Where acwetiaea al.Jioat balt thoae en­
titled to Yote do not anil tbemaelna or their right , party 
oraaDiaation an4 pert:r cantenb141nt mean lllUCh and are necessary 
element• or .uooeas. 

I aa glad to eee two old rrienda, personal an4 
political, here ton.i3bt - Senator Waaner and James A. ll'arley. 

I bope that B~~~ator Waaner will not rau to continue 
b1s apleDdJ.d patriotic eareer ll:r •eeld.lls election next Autumn. 
Be OIIDDOt laan ua now. We need him now aa neTer berore. 

And to .JiJI Farley I pay a tribute to one Who 1a 
patriotic 1n the bilheat acae of the word, who 1a known and 
adaired trom on. 1114 ot the oOUDti"Y to the other, who neYer 
brolte a vo-tae or deaerted a tri&Dd. Lon, lite to hill. 



~. 

And to the new leader on thia aida ot the riYar, 

Edward v . Loughlin, we Wish all success. He carries a heayY 

raaponaibillt)-. It il up to him to see that no reproach can 

attack our party. The lines are being drawn. The Coi'JIIIIUJI.1at1 

have won oontrol ot the Labor Party. 

Thera muat be no appea1ement on our part, no traffic 

with Co-mha, no adoption ot co!IIIDI.Ulistic doctrine, and our 

party here must stand, as it has eYer stood, tor religion, 

Christian or JeWi1h, tor the right of private property, for the 

protection of the Bill ot Rij!hts and for the Constitution ot 

tbeae United States. 

Never before, in &11 history, haTe the flames of war 

reached at once every quarter of tba globe . Never before has 

t he threat of cruel conqueat lo01aed ao d.arkly on the horiaon. 

That we and the c1v1111ed world 4i4 not auccumb, that we and t he 

world at laat aee the light of tbe dawn ot Victory, is due in 

no all&l.l part to the one man who has led ua out ot the vall ey 

ot ahadowa, our Preaident, Franklin D. RooaeYalt. 



Dear rraru:ba 

Rulllor bath 1t that J OU probably 

wi ll be &oin& up on t~ H1.ll thh week. Don't 

let the bo7• &et JOU down/ Good luck to J OU • 
.12 ';.#-_ I 
'~ .-..c. · .A a ever, 

Honor a ble Fr~1s Bi ddl e , 
The .tt torney Gener al, 
Waah1n l'ton, D. c. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I tblnlt U Wft14 'Do a po4 

14M tor 10• to ooo llMJ ~ 
at 70ur ooaYonlonoo. It 1011 

p:retor, 10• ooa14 Uk fthJ or 
-~ oloo, la,... eontl40Mo, 

01'0'', 

r. D. a. 
,JUth, 

~r- lall!tn t , 
rr= l!r . 
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MP!l!W!Jl!!! P'OR THE PJ!I!2!IDR!I 

In na P!dro llbbu Cupo! 

Lut February 18th and II&)' 11th tbe J.ttomq General aent to you auol'I&Dda about llr. Cupoa, copies o! which an attaobad. !ban h a ourrwnt n.or that Jqe Cooper, the llnit.ecl statea Judge 1n Puerto Rio<>, 1a about to ba"' 11r. Cupoa ntumad to P\llarto Rico !roa 11 .. York beoauaa o! hia DOD<'a.plhnce aritb applicable probation ftCUlatioaa. Tbe .tttornq General 1a bein& UJ'Iad to request the Preaident, by the eurohe o! cl...,cy, to prevent auch retum. lone o! tiM federal o!!ici.U 1n 1 .. York, ...,....,r, baa raceiftd &AT word !roa Judge Cooper, nor bas tbe Dapart­Hnt <>f J'uetioe 1n W&ahington. It .:t be that t be naor 1a not ...U-!oundad. 

llr. Cupoe has consiatently rel'uaed either to apJ>17 tor el-y e>r to Cla.ply arith tba WJI.II.l probation recuJ.atioaa, such as tbe ll&1c1ng ot reports . He ar1ll not even cooperate to recuJ.ariea hia ree1dance 1n Be• tori< by sJ.cn1nc tha raqu1a1te papera !~ tranater ot jurUdictlon owr hia probation to tha proper o!fiaiala 1n 11 .. York. He take& the position that &AT aoUon by b1a 1n CC>ntOI"MJJCe aritb tba laws o! tha Onitad state! or the order• ot a lln1 t.ecl state• court would be inconshtant aritb hia datal'IIJ.Mtion in no rta:J to racocru.ae the authority o! the 1lnitad Stet ee onr h1e..V or onr Puerto B1oo. 

11r. Oaapoa bee a heart ailHnt and relidea 1n the baepital 1n 1 .. Yor k Cit}'. Be h not bedriddaa. It appeara that he ia not Mriov.aq- 111 but that be ebOuld net o"'raxart bia .. lt. 

I talked arith tha Attorney G~ c,.r tbe telephone 7!!te~ and he daeires that I eend word to you urainc that there h no oacuioa !or 1nterftnt1on. Jlr. Cupoe 1• 1n l.oac-
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continued defiance of court authority; and if it be true tb&t 
the Judge is no• moved to take action the c1rc11111etances do not 
seem to oal1 for Presidential action by commutation. 

Respectfully, 

Act~G:!V 

Enclosures 



., 

COPY 

February 18, 1944 

!!OO!WUX!I~ FQR TilE PRESIDRiT 

a.neral Watson telephoned me about the case of Pedro Albizu CB.Ilpoe 
following Congresuan llaruntonio' s call at the llhite House. 

This bas been a very troubleeome oase . CIUIIpOs, aa ;you -y remember, 
was sentenced to serve six years for conspiracy to overthrow the Govern-
11181lt of the United States. He began hie eentence on June 4, 1937, one! 
eernod the fUll s ix yeareJ he did not obte.in early release on good time 
allowances because of hie .-.fueal to accept the terms of conditional re­
lease for which the statute proYides in· such cases . 

His conviction grew out of a eonspiro.cy entered into by officers and 
active members of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico to procure, induce 1 
incite , and encourage members of tba t Party and others to join in a move­
ment to bring about the poll ti<:l!J, independence of Puerto Rico by force 
and violence. The indictment charged the Defendants with the distribution 
of infJ..al:lmatory literature, the procuring of fire aru and milltary equip­
IIBilt , and the recruiting of milltary bodies . Speeches were made by CB.Ilpos 
which were evidently intended to incita revolution against the estebllshed 
Government. Following his speeches and the effort• of his co-defendo.nt s , 
law enforcement officers and ei villane were shot. Included among them was 
the Chief of Pollee of San Jusn, Colonel Ri ggs, wbo was shot to death. 
llhile these things were going on, there was much unrest t hrougbout Puerto 
Rico, and the lives of public officiala were endangered. Attempts ""re 
made upon the life of District J udge Gooper wbo escaped bullets which were 
fired into his autolllobUe. 

Campos i s new 011 probation, as his original sentence provided tbat 
tba completion of his six year sentence on the first of the three coun te 
of the indictment ebould be followed by a four year probationary period. 
Since be left tbe penitentiary, be baa been confined in the Columbus 
Hospital 1n lin York City. He bas not signed the customary probation 
conditions! bas mede no reports to the probation officerJ in abort, be 
is in one ft7 or another violating his probation enry day. Thie is 
beoauee of his insi stence that be i s not subject to the sovereign power 
of the United States, and any compliance with the probation requirements 
would be inconsistent with that attitude. Tba District Judge 1n Puerto 
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Rico baa Mde repeated inquiriee about the •tter; as you know, it 1a in hie 
power to rnoke probation because of Cupo•' violation of ita conditione. 
Tba probation officer in Nn York t .. la thet ba is not perforwing hie duty 
wban ba falla to exercise o"er Caapoa the euperrldon which 1a required by 
law. So long as thb situation continues , there 1e always the "-agar thut 
the Judge may reYOI<e the probation , order Campos colllllitted to the penitentiary, 
and bring about a renewed charge of political persecut ion. Up to the present, 
the matter hes been allowed to drag along with a view to avoidin8 political 
upheavals which we are assured would result !':ro111 stern treatment of Cupoa . 

Although the ....Ucal reporta abow that be 1e suffering from a heart 
ail..lllent and arterioscleroda, cont1dent1al sources within the hospital have 
advised the P'BI that f'"""fntng ~doiana "han been unable to find an;r 
dpiticant dia&b1lltr", and that there 1e l"'lllll7 no need for hie beiDa 
boapi talized. The cue present. a picture of aartyrdo;o; hie friend a inaia t 
that hia pluraical condition 1a due to tortures applied to h1a in the 
pen1 tantiary. 

Recently the suggestion bas been llllde that be be pendtted to leno the 
country and go to Cube or llexico. Jly first impression waa that thia would 
be a practical solution of the •tter. In a discussion of the suggestion 
with ••bars of rq eWf, I was perauaded that from a political and security 
standpoint this would be unwise, aa Ilia pre~ence 1n Cuba or l.lexico -
particularly the former - would cause trcuble. According to Director Hoover 
of the FBI, revolutionary movements which are tied 1n with that of C&lllpoa 
o.re quite active and potentially dangerous . In his judgment, the preoonce 
of Cupoa 1n Latin America would be baratul . 

The onl;r conclusive action whicb suggests itself to me, 1a the removal 
of the probation requireaenta by a Presidential coDIUtation of hie sentence. 
This could, of course, be used b7 Caapos •• a vindica tion of hie podtion, 
t.nd 1 t would han tba practical e!tect of Mlc1ng h1a free to go where be 
pllaaes and do what ba wishes eo long aa be does not &gain wiolate the law. 

Under all tba cirCI\Illstancea , I reco=-md tbat nothin& be dona at present. 
Should an;rtb1ng arise, sucb ae a r&"Oocation of probation b7 the Ju<Sae , 
requiring podtin action , we can then reconsider the advisability of comu­
tetion, departure fro& the country, or other pou1b1lltiea. 

Raspect.rully, 

/s/ Frana1• Biddle 

Attorney General 
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~>100~ !'OR T!jl! P!!ESIDfl!T 

In re1 Ped.ro Alblt.\1 CU;pOs 

In -:T .-ori~Mu8 or February 18, 1944, pointitll out t.bo d.iff·to\llt. •apecb 

or W• aaM, I 1"8~ded that tbo cette:r -o. po:nd:t.t.od to r .. t untll ~ 

tbba aboul.d a.r1.H n•ceultrttlng poa1t1ve eot!on. For your COftvenience I 

encl ose a copy of t.blt ...aonndu:a. 

A.e you knqw1 •• have toU£ht to avoid an)' act1on •b1cb would bring about 

Cupoa 1 roco.J.tGiont. to the pt~D11.tnt..I.Ary Mel tbu.a £ive rise to the c.h!lrge ot 

polltleal perseC\Ition or Cupoa. In recent days Diatrlot Judce Coopor of Puorto 

Ri eo baa ~Se!lt 11everal. tele£t'fUie to the Probatio~:t ON'ioe.r 1n New Iork, domo.ndi.ng 

U.t. be send tho u&NIJl. probAUon roporla, including those docu:Jents which 

Cu poa ia required to sign 1n • eeept&nce of tho terma of probation . 1n viow 

of Cupoa1 tina attitude t.Mt he ..W not. wt.it. "\o the aut.bority or tbe 

United St.o.tu, and Judge Cooper• a insistence that he must, a revoeat.io:' or 

pr-obatiol'l and a. Neom.itmont to the 9f01t«<.ttazy i.e not. unl.:t.k~. Under tbe 

ol.rcua.o:te.nc .. , onl:f • Pt-.aidwti.al cOIIIliU.tat1on or t.be probation sentence would 

pl"ttnnt t.hia, and I underat&nd that CaapoJ1 frle:tdl are ursine it. 

I DC* ~n b.toro. 1110 a report frOG baiet.Mt Attom.,. General. TOll ClArk 

or tbe Crill:1nal DivbJ.on , that an innstigat1011 diccloeea tba.t leaders of t.he 

Na.tic;mallot P&rV han advocat.d non-oot~Pl.ianot 'With the Selective ~ 
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aDd S.rrlce Act., and that t1tt7-t.hrM h1.1onal1at Pa.rt7 ~n baft a.l..N&d7 

b.. .-t.-doed \.0 ..-bon tor ncb Tiola\.lofta. X..oluded uanc t.bo.H oonY'loted 

an l!eftl'U. of Cupoa1 ~toe u:.at..""'U. oa \.be ba.-t• or OCC' preaeot. 

latorw.t;1oo, Kr. Clark UJ~"'-• that turu.r lnftat.lp.Uoa w1ll et1.ahl..1ah 

O..poa' co~oitT 1.n tbe ooup:Lraq. 

Onder tM oirw.•t.n••• a ~t&t.ion ot ttnt«<oe would be out ot the 

ClUet~Uon tor U.. p:rtten\. lndeed, I r .. l t.h.at ttl. pendJ.na J.n•nUCatlon thould 

be pa:rau.t to d•t.tndne C.tl'le.r Campo a b innl 'f'td. 

blpHt.t\all7 }'OliN, 



AarcU•t 24 , 1 ... 

•. •. • ,~}.J 
7o rea4 and r•tum tor •7 

fllee. 

r. D. a. 
rnclo •are 

• ,.. t,:. • ~f() 
• . . 

r 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-•p!J..,fUI riUI• '-'"'L .... ~ 

November 2, 1944. 

KEKOIWIDUM FOR 

THE ATTORN!:! GENERAL 

Please look into this 

bank advertisement. I think 

it is wholly i llegal. We abould, 

of course, take no action until 

after Election. 

F. D. R. 

Campaign folder against 
the Administr a tion gotten out 
by The University Bank of Kansas 
City , !Ussout1. 
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NoYGmber ~ 1 , 1944 

:tear :t. PN•14Rt.: 

tb&N: 7CN fn ·~ to • a. CQ-;T f.l! )'~ ....-.. acu;a ot 
};0Yc..ab6r I \9 '-'~ -'t.ll.l!l'1:K.7 G....:.:r-.. 

tafT PQ-81Uo:n 1.n the con'trOTUIQ' with 1~L...o-rnq C•t.. ru. B;.dl::i.le 
111 ao very ,a,.le \.lAt. I join .. it.h 7c:u n-rt,U,y .L.D r.,.r•ttl..t\;: w .... t. 
\,~ uxt.r...ntK.\&1 ~t.111ro •eo to n...n eoa:M i.nt.o U . 

I C:unC\11" whol.l¥ wlt.h tho r.ica"~" you tunt. \CJ a. \.hr~h 
J..ruw. on t.bu .. 4t.h t.il&t., l..l ~ fearut r)' .. 1 .. a tra.VJ w -r...; 1..ua 
l.u1. nr 1 you •oulcl hi.•• r•DiJned inat6nt]¥ 1t -rr:t ulfflcu.&.u... u.! 

ot--1ru,.on lA ).ollq ·- &..;. ... u. .. -.;..~1 J c.u &.~ ;, ;.r C..U.e!, J..., ~o4lll.:.6 
twn-h . I .;J.ro "i."~ •• \lw. t. "yw:-GGD.-1 .~o.ao~.; .......... u.o.l. 1:1 u ---.;; • \4 

~c in u ... w ow 1'.,.\UZ'" t..:oe j~ ~.. - _....~.!..~ \.o.~ • ~n. 

~fg o.re both eloac.oC....7 rw..o ...... ~ Uc.a 1a .. 4 .a.ftt.e -.t 

.. ell .., 1D uWc o.:--...a.;.a.'-i..:m:., wt u i -- .-•• a :.A1a Ci..U. 

~.;.o1l.,;; 1 % 4o a, ... t b.l-\1" - u ...... :" • ._ ..... C. •\:.L..:..C 

awva.nt .U.X. ~· "%'7 cl...r ux1 a. .. ...,q 1• 1 •ct-.. frJ.NII!, ~···.uu.l 
t..niol.a; io.nr.i t..J u u n ... t. i.nYOlveo. oo.;r• 111110r-• "i"'r .. nal. inc;.,...""'tib......,_. 
1ty11 - un.;, ae ~n• u o.o1.t..nt. t.;~; ~etc=-_be tU... "'t..l'.,icii L,y t..:..:t persu:-.1. 
onr...n.;.,...nt .. b.1ch re&.w.t.a a-han Wa.e J ..tU."l ,J..U n..,.t,. c"'QI.:"n"' or cO­
opar .. to wii.h o n(.Uct rlolJ..t.in o£ bt.eic ~ rino.l.,ho <4 1.nt.~rit7 ...nd 
aocd 4ovornment. 1'be t&~.ct. that ~ At.t.o.~ol'\0)' Vtw...r..J., 1n .. "-...J..Al tor 
a;y raeS.ru.Uon, N.id. t.ha1. he nl.fi.clced per aon.l c:: ... nriu.trocen in 1110, 
b aila.l7 ...n tflll~ti''-V.\ion ..ad t:Wlo L e&Ut.•, '·' t..re nu\ tor one a:~cont 
Geali.DI rit.b .. o..ae or "but"V to~a. '.)" ... .t•N' 1.0 t.4 .t.1.wrney 
~al wbm tw . ...l.d be .u .\Ire I~ c ... t ~o!.l.ll i.O .~in ria 
ot h1l l.aclt of e.QCU .... c.Dee, aoes to the b.c.&r1. o.t t.he •t\oe..l . I •~ 
•If TW e.u.u.e • !q';.ot.b•Uet.l uae in n.ich I ~ DO\ b.i.:n c~d"Aouee 
in the At.~ Q4 . .n.l, I a4Qt. .,.u c .. n.~J.C.er 1\. rr:t ._u.~ C..\.o.""t;f 

too~· -at l ... t, w:UJ. oiJ::an.i.ae r.-.;.,...._, 

(Jt CQ\U"te1 lolA Cbi.t' l)ceCU"Qn b...a '-M &bcolU\.41 •U\.b4r1t;;J to 
rttDOn m !'rOll oH1c•, u tt.e Att.or:"..,. Qt~LI•r-.1 P !l.ll-c.1bl7 i'~ 
rae em V.edc.ell(la,y 1 NO't'ub.r .. :.., when he a...iu t. •w.l.d. a.n \..4o l'l"lil'­
id.ent "fire" • 1! I 414 not. resign in 1.wo hu~·• . 1\. 1a e...Uiill,y 
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·~ent W M tJu..t 1rit.h the fP"4i.V& wnc:t t.orlc- lride res.,..onaibiiltba 
v.hich roDt em YO\I .. ProA.dtnt ot the Fto .. ubllc in time of 't..>U' , 

you ct.n.oot pouibl,y •o JAto tb• dotAJ.l.t t~f t.he ~~&ttur to aee "ttw..t 

individut.l j uatice ia done_, or t.o ••• wbtt.ber or no·t ~W 
principles o£ good govE:.l'Moent w-o r~ involvoa, ~on thollab in 
norm..J. t.baa , Wlder ordiruu'7 Cldministrootive pncrUce, 1n oit.ho.r 
pr1v~ot.o or fAl'blio org&:n,iut.lorus , poreonnel i e5Ueo ao aouti.moa 'boU 
UJ) t.o • po1.nt ._ittr'O CW principle 'I take they II!Wlt intrude o.:&W\j 
mjor u t.t.oro and. req,u.iro o.on.14o:rat1on. 

nh6t. bl.~pem to me as an imivichwl. b ot no ponibl.o 
COfl:IIIM{UOnco_, nor h&.ve I tho ~hteat. int.&rest. in •ot.bor Gov~ 
~~ent. ~-ork" •hon Ulvro 1e a.n 114v&il.able op~tWlity• . I came t o 
l'IUhi.rlJton upon pcrc;uuion (a.ttor tirot harl.nl a.ooUnad 1.0 .coapt 
this position) 60-lvl,y t.o f.(lrvo you booauce I btllevod in you &.nd 
11'1 whitt. t.IU.t ;.cll:dniatration hAoa ct.ood for in t.ho l.itu of t.bo count1-y. 
:tn ~ ey proce.nt pOSition, I Ul 6c:rYi.Jli precbely thoao GUO 
objoct1vea . 

I t 11 true that I ~vo Mt bard atie.iMt th.oee t..hi.r\te which 
.-ere Wl"OJl6 , but in each 4i.nci ovary ~· I '·•• JlTOVod l"~ht 1n 
prinelple ..nd in recrultt! obtrlned. uo one who k:nOYOa IOie woll touJ.d. 
tb1nt lor one 111a.ont. th.t.t I " &6 t.hen or u r;.a. in suuch vf • 
11ca.ut>e cel ebre" . 

lO' aaot.1vu are ver;y ailii:,J.e. Yen u • 'iv~ t.boir Uv~• to 
f.IL'wuorv• D~ao<:-rat.1o Govcn~nt.. our MD are not ~ to s-rc..a. .... ·o 
poor iOVOl'nMnt. but t.O protlerv .. 0000. t:oY~;"l'l\Wctlt - faithi\JJ. to the 
public i.Dt•uot., co~u.otod fo1· tho benot'it 0!. t.ll "the J-"'ofl.e . l'Y 
..,ot humble u!'ferinb , ae on• too ol4 t.o bu "'t. tn• tront, 1.1 to 
f'idht ror &ood aovonment. •t. ha1110 in t.lJ.gn . t.l.ura 11hich cro .. o lt'fT 
t!o!k. I '-O\ll.d ht..: p!.zy ri.f.k r.v lii'e in cioin& eo. Tu .r\l.fo•·o, you 
CW\ l'l!h...t1.1l.,y l.C& h~ t:llt.ir~ t.r!VUJ. i & th& riDk Of boll\; t!f.irod.t! 1 

•boo I know t.:~t. ;you whO tw.ve LV WU! .. erver1n., <odYu~cn t~ould. b...vl.l 
IIIJI tollow tho NU coure• 1t in 1--IODI.,Cltion 'PI ..U tJ1• f ... cte . 

Le.rt J'OU •cco_.t the ofilcio.l et.tuiOoOnt. th.l.t V .. !Al·..nc""'­
b6tort c(j~~~ lo~~l Col--ol.l.t~.:t.# i*,V(l l.l4o.U nvtlu.t\; t.o u.o •. 1'\.h tho 
.-t.t.l.;l"1 I oolor;• • c:o;:y ot a ; · .1.01'6.Nillli o~ .A\15Ul't. ;.l, 1944, t.o 
Aetind .ltt.orney Qcnor~ F..Jr;Y' •ho .ao tht:n in t..uc.h b7 ~en.,. <o..u.t.JKio 
1.cl.c.~one , -1tb t.hc Att.orncy Gunur&l, '4'10.ton ~~ -.f1.t<r q 
'kttiJigfV bafo.re the 11£:-.d COIIllllittee r~al"di.nJ pol1eics in. thd ciie­
.o."\&1. cu IJ\C. lu .. redty . A t\tnW..bJ.1vt..d ieGU• 01 oov~11t ia i n­

volvGd . 'l'bia ia , howovor, tWt :.;r Ot'lly" iaaue ldth tAo .l,t"torney 
Gener al . 
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Natur-.l..l.¥ ' I hope you l,ilJ. not 5U< n t 't.u loNoke tlO' " PiJOint­

... nt purau..nt to the .tttornt17 Gene• o.l •s reeocoencu•tion, bce..w;e s 

the matter stends , the senators, COIIIP"ess..., &lld interested public 

do not hold you 1n the s~htest clo.~ree responsible for wb&tevur 

Francis BiddJ.e 1n his lridel,y recoenizod incompetence hue done , &lld 

IQ' lo;ralv to you is such thr.t I bope you rill not take sides 1n 

the mutter to a point where ,you will share this responsibility. 

Ill deo~ the atter, I bope you rill conaider the faot 

tbat I b.&.ve served under three preceding Attol'tlqe General whose con­

fidence 01nd respect I hlld and stilJ. hove, that I hllve 110r~<ed hllvpil,y 

end etfeotivel,y with q st.etf in the l&:rgeet D!.vision or the I»J o.rt-

118Dt of JUstice &lld witb IV' co~a 1n the Des;a.rt-t , that I 

have enj oyed the fil'll confidence or the Bureau of the l!Udiet, of 

otbar personnel 1n laDd aequiei tion work throughout the Government, 

wx1 of botb Rouaea or eoasreaa, es;>eciu.lJ;{ the AP,rop-i&tions COm­

.aittees which bne coneiotantl,y er.,reased ap,liZ"eciation 1n the 

etrieieno,y or ~ work and voted their confidence b;y approving ~ 

lolmnal bu<J&ete. Even the present Attorney Genora.l, 1n requost1ng 

!IV ras~tion, Mid t.b&t I bad done • 100st cOICtlndable j ob . 

)\esp<~ottull,y 1 

~ . .,~. -£.. 
NOR.IWI II . LITTELL 

Asoistant Attorney General 

The President or thg tJn1tecl St«tes ' 
Tho llhite Bouse , 

wallh1ll(rton, D. c. 



I haw ei•• conaidwable \bouiht t.o T<NI" ...,.... ropr111aod ot M .. --uc, t.bo 11\A, Sa ......,S t.o liP t.H\1171nc betor'O t.ba ,._ a-it.- ( llpooial c-lt.- t.o 1119ut.1pt.o t.ha llatl on&l c.r. ... .......,.) cn t.be l?t.h, -1111 t.be cliai'OMl ot nrplu real JW'OPOf'1r. It. - t.o • ... oll7 DJut.1t1ecl, and I wtoh to _, 11111· 

1'bo ....,... t.ba t I "ccocoiwd • 7011 11 liiiONgpcll'tablo .,d 1101t cbJ..UCINIIlo t.o • · I had no ccnt.oo\ what• ;w wit.b tho "-n a-1\\M "'I t.o t.la U.. ...., 1t.a co-l t~ and .. ked • t.o ~ t.o diocUN dhpooal cl Ollrpl110 .. I bad clone be!OI'O U• ...,._ c-it.'" em l'llblic !lgll41np and ~ Ma, tho rMord ot whicb 11&1 111n.. "- w ll c1roul.ot.od. I Mltiood \bat. t ho •t t.or .n be tolre "'I wit.ll TW •• AdiJic At'-7 o-.1. Th-rter, I t.ol op.- call h<a )'011 IIIIYiood t.lat )'011 bad &pprOYOd 'q appoartnc before t.he c-1t.-. 

auo I hill! ..,_, t.o ,..,.. 1 ---""'- ro..,..sinl tho r•P"rchl1a r1ti'W ot prier -., lnellllll tcr tbo lloMaco c-it.t.M em !z­ped1Wna Sa liiiMut.ift Deperiolont.o 'llb1GII ... \be ccmnderl.nl 1.1. 5125, _.tor dell-r t.o tile ...... l U I-,. .t.ttalre a-it.­Uie taadd-- a. ao65, u. - tor - - ..-rNd to -t.~~e• 7'011 upt. .,. _,....., .. t.o t.11a cu.rr-t. r.au .... ot t.boao ...St.t.oaa .... t.ba "T; Oaiiild.t.-· . 1'h1a lat.t.or c-itt ... 1a eo\ & lac1alat.1W .-it.t.oo ~All l.nwat.iptiiill&l ..-itt.. It. _. -~· t.e -, ODd 1 diAl -, t.bat. 7'* DO\ onl,J ua1or­at.ood UWi be\ 111111 -'ainad rr- c-1 tw tho c-it.'" t.ho IIUbjH\ •t.t.er ot tho laciu1JT. 
!• poSnt.od cut. \hot \II 1t 1t t.ho "t.hird U • " t.luit. a o.l.llil&r i ncidet had ..-rNd "*- t.ho At.t.omq o.nonl ... oa\ ot tom -
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tirot, 111 th8 Clk 111ll!Miawal l'wl.rol.M. loou N •tt.orJ Moond , 111 

t.M lftalaon llo\el -. 011111 - 111 \lie d~ ot owplu, -
that. thio "cll.dn' t jw\ ~Moppc•. 00111 Ulot 1t. bu ,_ ................. 

too orten• u tar u ,..,. - _.,.., 00111 tllat f0'1 "dUn'\ ...,.. 

\o ooooidor the .. rite•. 

I bow no "INW 00111 no •po'oct .. what.o- tor eaq o r t.beoe 

1nc1d...W. fbe J*bl,1e 111W.o\ _. • .,..... IJI ..-rJ caoe. 'llhilo I 

,......., -:r ,. o•rl ....,..._, that. JOAJ IIIIJ Ia no ou ttorocl •• 

.l.ct.intc Att.clo'IIIIJ' Clolloral, I - no real .,..,....rto for f0'1r ha•ine eut/ol'od 

eaq. fbe I'HIIlt.o ~d baft boen \be - .....u..r tho #.t.\omq o.o­
eral Mel ._ 111 - or nat.. IJI 1111J opl.n1oll, tot 7f1'1 -w.l.nlT -t 

I'Hli M \hat I ~ be ooab,loCI\ 1.0 a ....,pcMM \o \oo\1(7 before t.be 

c-1\\ee.,. ~ be 111 """'-Pt. ebGI&lAI I ~ \o ....,..., reprcl-

1- ot .,_ I.DnncU .... I lllcla' be t ellooll,_ IJI t.bat. rehal. H. 

.. ...,., nat.ural \bat '"" eancre•n-1 ..-lt.t.ooe or i.Jrnotip t.ioa 

IJI the t.hree •t.t.orw to which 7t:N. J"etor ehoW.d Nquoa\ t.be pr cM nce 

ot - -.be> -u baft \ba ..t. t.on•-••1 lln0ll1ed&e of t.he oubject. 

_,\er, lla"finl li.,......,. c:loao \o len4 ~Ucn .....,.lr tar -
tift ,_..., with the ._do D1 Yioioo doine the c:oc:de=eUcn and t.1t 1o 

-'< tor all qeneieo (with tooo acepti ono) , i t wu qu1t.o nat.w"al 

Ulot. t.ho ........... c-1\\ee f1rat., - t.bo 'J.'~ c-s.t t.oo """• 

m.l4 .... eallod - \o t.otr\if7. 

The Preeidoat'• l ot.t.or ODd order ot ~ 1~, 194;1, t.o 'Ohicb 7rN. 

retOI"l"ed 111 - CCift_.eot.ian, \o the ftl'1,... .,.a. ot cS.port.. n1.8 

or O..UJ \ 111...,...... \ o cot a1r1.Dc \hair dirt....,.,.. ot opi.Dicm 

-11 t.hiiiiJ ba:d .......,.,., to reCICIIICile t-, talpi'WU}T axcopt.ocl tur­

lli*int IJit-UGD to canr Nooional -s.ttoeo. 't'ho Preoit!.nV • 

~- cooald, ..Ser no o~t.onceo, •1'!117 in t.ha l..nllt.ont cue. 

Ill cS.aliJofl with a - el the hial>-l'- "ect cberact.er ol Jlr, Cl&J­

t.an 1n • •tt.or oo prot~ af!eo\lnc tho poablic • llare ~'*" 

\be Uld.W 11\at.oe, I OODIIi.derocl it oooat. !Cil"t.lllaat.e t.bo t. t.bo ,......., 

c:o-1\ ......... I ...S \o ..-..1- N-.\ ..... 1 ....... \o 1.n the cU.opoeal of 

~- J>i opw\JI. llr. CliiiiJt.<ln ba:d o-....led nat. cml,y hie oom t.dn..., 

t-s.tt.oe, ""' a leo t.he S..o\111')' or t l• Int.er1or, ODd t.ho Secnt.a17 

ot ~"'"-- Nle}T cut. orr 19' fr . Clqt.an w1U. t h8 ot.ote­

-" that. \be.., ..... - clOMIIIUid Ule lODdo had bee .. ~. 

Qollt.e .,.n r... t.hia, ,..,. ...t. arelJ' r .All .. Ulo\ t.he Callp'GNi aoal 

c:o-1\.tee ho:d \he ,_ t.o 1nfto\1pt.e \boN •tt.ero at. an)' ote&e. 
~ r,.. ,..,.....u IUid t11a ut.omq Oeneral, u. r .. u nc 1o qll1t.o 

••·•- • t.hr......,..\ the a.... " ~.Nat. u.. 1J:1ciuU7 ... - ts-1.7 
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and tOt· u ...S U.t. t.t• JNbllo ~n. ..,.. .. u - .... loth tbe ~ ot lp'ico.lt.ve ...s t.he Acr\inc ~ ol u. Ia\eriar law called • \o aUDd c~u- ....s t.lwlka tor t.he publlo -nee N,.....,. in l.lrinc u. raet.a • r- UMt TJ -c-t.t.tee. 

AU ot \hia ~- Ulat. i t. i a quite t..poRI,bla t.o no1d ccnaidarinl t.l• •r1t.a. 

I • -t.ra1ned t.o aum&' that. t.be objM\1- Mde in t.be pan 111 r a d t.o u.. abGn t.I1I'M Mt.\oara ..... liND e111 a t.oo bi~ pal'aCIIIall...S bui a. It. 1a quit. anoup \o • 1 ' all ot ona'a -.:1• 1D \he pabU c aan1•111t.bollt. be1QC bait.d -.¥1 hanla...S 111 111r _, Depart..nt. or Ootw '", QpCIII • tciob u.. bandl1rll ot eadl or Ula abow •t.t.ra haa rana.t.od cndlt.. 
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Novsber 30, 1944 

lly dear llr , President, 

l 41:1 enclosing you a report on the 

Littell situation, and a alPT of the Preas Release 

llbich I iuued today after I got your telegra:o 

and wbl.ch I cleared 1'1rst with Ji.=y Byrnes and 

Tom Blake (in Steve Earl:f•a abeence) . 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Francis Biddle 

The Pre IIi dent 

Tbe \1h1 te House 



The Pr.aident 
'!'be lbi to Rowse 

Mr dear llr. Preaidentr 

OO.fftcuf .t!Jt}.t.l:n:tnrv <lnun:l 
~'l.<ll. 25 

llovember )0, 1944 

Before the election I told you that I thought I ehould get !loman L1 ttoll 

~ resicn on account ot IUs disloyalty to ce; and on IIOWI!lber 15 and 21, sent 

you n:emoranda, in tho latter eugaeating that he wes going to p~ up a case of 

•suppression" 1n the papers and on the H:l.ll1 and sent you a removal order which 

I could use 1n caae be did not resign . 

Littell at once went to the l!ead Ooanittoe and told Kilgoro and Ferguson 

that I had asked him to resign because he had testified before the CCIIZ1ittee 

against IIQ' wishes . 'lhis charge was g1 ven to the newspapers 1f1 th the statement 

that the J.lead Oocmittoo \'!Oul d consider investigating tho situation. 

On lloveonber 26 you sent 111e a ae::orandwR {and a copy to Littell) incll.ca tina 

that he waa hurt because l had said I had •lost con.ficlence 1n his i ntegrl ty•; and 

e:xpr ossinll the hopo that he w~ld leavo t he office without anr fuss . Dar before 

yesterday there appeared this paragraph 1n the Washington Post, evidently inspi red 

b)' Littellr "'Presiclent Roosevelt cd.ght at to• to solve the issue by g1 v1na b1JII 

a big job in another deparbnent". 

llben I asked Norman to resign I put it solely on the gTOWld that he was 

disloyal to ce and the t I had lost confidence in hi.lll. I said nothing about hie 

integrity, and tol d h1.lll that I thought he had run hie o!fi.ca wi tlt cornpete.nce but 

that our personal relationship cade it such that I did ot t hink be would 111ah 

to continue . 

= 
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'lb!.s wa. not all a matter ot •1ncompat 1b1lity<t. For a long time ho baa 

been making amear a tatemente about n behind my back. Thia 1e confirmed on all 

a1dea. He hao been saying that I 1111 et1-5ellit1c and that, therefore, the 
Dopartment would never •protect• JewsJ that I had helped the oi l intereote during 

tha 1nveatigat1on of the oil contractJ that I did mt dare to fire hilllJ t.ha t be 

expected to be lllade At.torney Oentral.; and t hat I was running the Dopartment 
aan nat the public 1ntereate . Theee atatelll8nto were oade tD United States 

Att.orne;ys, to aeo.bero of ay atatf, and to u.ny other persona 'Co have reported 

them to me . 

Jim Rowe, over a year aao, wanted me to have IJ.ttell removed, and the 

Solicitor General and other oenboro of oy staff have been urging me for eome 

time to talk to ~ about 1 t , 

IJ.ttell " as been continually causing rows with other Dopartr:tents . I llit 
brien y four ot these situations. 

1. 'lhen the !1avy signed the ca~tract with Standard Oil Oocpany of Cali­

fornia, .Abe Fortaa eent you a note to the effect that it was probably illegal 

and al!ll1nst tha public i nterest, end you referred 1he contract to me tor exam:l..na­

t.ion. After Uttell hlld ude a stucy of the contn.ct, he persuaded the L!lld.o 

COCIIIittee ot t he House to give him a hearing . I waa away at the time . IJ.ttell 

testified that the contract looked like another Teapot o..e case, The inference, 

of course , ,.. obvious, and you proq~tJ.y canceled the contract. This cauaed 

viol.alt cr1 ticin of the aclninietration in the newspapers . Ji~ Byrne a t.old ... 

then that be thought IJ.ttell abould be tired. The contract waa redrawn after 

extended conferencee and approftd, I eaw to it that Littell .. t in on all ot 
the oonterencea and that he finally appeared with the rest ot ue before the 

Nual Affaire COCIII1 t tee. 



) , 

2. Lut epring Littell objected to the ~ abandoniJl& the ar..;cera llotll 
in Pallll Beeob u a hoapital , and uked tha Sollottor O-ral if as Acting 
Attorney OeDBral he would be willing to eend to the seorater)- ot war a ~rand11111 
aatttng out the Yl.ewe that he had alreadT expressed to Oeneral SCDervell . No 
objeet!.on wu raised and the Soliei tor OeiiBral wrote the Seeratuy anclosin& 
thie eon1idential -orandua. IJ.ttell took a copy or the aoemorandUIII to the 
'l'rullan eoam. ttea before the S&cHtary had e'ftll ...., it, and the Tl'lllam Cooaittaa 
&rubpoanMd it. I told the Comttee that they ought to gat i t ! rom the secretary, 
that it ,.... a oontidential atatament to hiJil and acoordingl,y General Soclenell. 

eent it dawn to the Comttee. 

) , I have a rule in the Department, eo:moon in all Department&, that nobo~ 
lhall taati!y be tore a Congraeaional Colllllli ttea without 11\Y prior appronl. . lllan 
I wu away IJ.ttall aekad the Solici tor General, wbo wu Aetlng Attorney Oe118ral, 
whether he could testify betore the Colllllll. ttee considering the Surplus Property 
Bi ll, and the Solie!. tor General apprond.. Be had cleare4 with the Solicitor 
Oeneral oertain propoeed amen:lzaenta but dl.d not taati.('y about theliiJ on the contrary 
he went before the TN~D&n Coa:d.ttee and teeti!ied that 'lll.ll Cl.&yton 1a arrangeaent 
for K. F .c. to 8&11 land& wae against the public interaet. Tbie amounted to a 
perfectly umrarr.,ted attack on Cl.a;yton. 

4• The J.rrJq haw recently condemned large t r aote of lend in Cali fornia 
tor the DlpOnt Cloq>all)' to de'Valop a aeerat prooaaa with which ,ou are fllliliar, 
The Olllllera ot aome af the t r act& obtained substantial verdict& againat the 
Oowmant, L1ttall' a dh1e101l rapreaentiJit: the Oown.ent in the euaa. Li.ttall 
1n open court lll8de a long atata•nt to the effect that the Araly apprai .. ra had 
t~ppraiaad the landa too low, the inference being that they ... ra not COIIIP&tent 

to. apprld ee thllllJ md atated that he 110uld bnw reappraiaale •Ide before tryina 
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any more cuea. Bob Patterson wrote me a vigorous latter of protest , a copy 
of which I aent you , 

I wrote to Senator Ileac! on !lcmmber :n, that I had asked Littell to 

resign becauae for eometia>e our relationship hacl been such that I no longer 

repoeed 1n b1a tha ldJxl of confidence that wu essential for the best interests 

of the Depar"tment of Juatioe and I thought, under the oil·cum:rt.anoes, he wuld 
prefer to reaign. I added that I had never objectecl to Uttell•a testifying 

before bis CoJ:r.littee or any other Coaaittee of the Congreaa1 but the action 

I had taken was 1n no way connected with any testimony that he had given, 

On IIQncie.y night Littell fllsd a brenty-eix page state11111nt w1 th the r--. 
1111 ttee. The Washington Post, Bal tiJ!Ior e Sun, N"" York Tia:es anc1 Tr1 bune cD.rried 

eXI:erpte from the statement yesterclq oom1ng. llrs. Littell gne the statement 

to the Associated Preas night before last bef ore members of the C()CIII:l!.ttee had 

seen it. In subetenoe the statement is to tha effect that I have net been 

running the office !or the public interest! ancl charges t.hat I have kept. b1a 

from testl.fying before various oolllr.littces. This i s untrue. lluch of tho state­

ment tall<s about TOIIEIY Coreoran '• •ehoddng 1nflllBnce" i n the Depaz-ttoent of 

Justice, It says, "I have been aakedlll.llly tl.tnes 1n recent l•ara ''llhat baa Tcxnmy 
Corcoran got on Bidcile' , , • Was it disloyal to answer such a 4,.,stl.on by 

saying I did not know when aucb .,. answer was the plain truth?" The stateloent 

1a grossly inaccurate and untruthfUl . 

The chief ooq>laint 1n the atataaent deals w1 th the Savannah Sb1pyarc1e con­

cleolnation suit, and th.t. I t.ried to cat it .. ttled because of -:~ relation to T011, 

who represented the company. In easence, on Littell•• own statetllent, Tom offered 

to sot.tle for IJ. ,OOO,OOO, I urg&d oonaid.eratl.on of the offer. Littell believed 
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it should be tried, and I dei'erred to his judgment1 the cue wa.e tried ~W>d 

the nrdl.ct waa $1,285,000 - that is the Oovera.nt lost $285,000 by Li ttell's 

i nlliatin g c:n the trl. al. 

Yeaterds.y the lleaa COIIIIII.ttee met all the a!ternoon ar.d ~W>nounced that 

the cue was not cloeed. llead i s giving Lit tell's statement to the press . 

Theretofore, on NoVI!IIIlber 2.5, a week a!ter I aaked Littell to resign, be 

wrote .. that be 110uld not mal<6 up his mind until the llead Committee bad 

acted. 

Littell last week attempted to have the Cox Colllllittea (now chairmaned by 

Lea of California} subpoena him in order that he cc.~ld attack me and the 

.Administration and stir up trouble generally. Bd Hart blocked this off. 

Under the circumstances, it seems to me that i t would be against the 

public i nteres t for the Government to employ Littell in any capacity. 

I enclose oopiea of my memoranda to )'OUJ and a copy of Li t tell• a statement . 

Respectfully yours, 

Bncl . 

• 
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Jonaber 3.1 , 1U4 

117 dear Mr. PruldenU 

You will rouaber that t.thr Oablnet l.ut 1ftlek I \old 7010 

1t ...., neoeee&rJ to pt rid oflo....., Littell , tha head of tb.e Le.nde 

D1rtdon. .. hu been a conotant trouble ..tar, parUcnolarl.J wt\ll 

other Departaenta and 1o tllorcacbl7 diolOJ*l to ... I oracpehd \o 

bill oil SaturdaJ that he would haft h roelp. Ha 1o to ..a up llle a1JI4 

and let M I<Dov em WedlloedaT. 

I tbink he 11 &Oi"C to plq up a cue of •oqprou1on1 on 

tha l!Ul and 1n 10111 of tba papere. lie bao , lloWOTer, no polittoal 

backint; or ot""C\hl and be will collapoo wlwl he lal.owo 7f11l aro 

backi"C ae. 

1 obauld approoiate , tb.erofore, if 7010 would bo cood 

~ t o olen tho enclooed r_,Yal, wicll 1 eball uoe onl.J 1n oaoo 

!bo Pro ddent 

!Ill Wbih llo'llll 

Jrancle •1d4le 
.t.Uornq O...Oral 

DICLASSI1nD ~ 
By Authority or e 

~ f,Jtid, r~·tt6 ·tlt 
By ? Dat~ · P.5 1;). 



DBPARTl'II!N'J' OF JUS'l'ICE 

llo...,ber 30, 191.4 

Attorney OeneNl Franoia Biddle today ucla tile follcwing atat-tr 

I haw ...S •- Littell'• atatect tiled"with the Head Caaittee 

before the Ccmldttee bad detemined whether or not it ahould hold any 

investiptiClll . 

I do not propoae to diacuaa Hr. Littell •s reckless and unfounded otat.. 

111enta, or to enter into any controversy with hilll in the public press. As the 

bead or the O.p&rtaent ot Juatice I auat talce reepansibillty tor ita operation, 
and will not tolerate such serioua disloyal t:y or inaubordination !l'CIII any 

IIISiber of the !lep&rtaent even 1t he th1nJcs that it is his public duty to r.-!n 

in ottice a.tter be baa been aoked to resign. 

Aa I wrote to Senator Mead on No.,.ber 2?, I aaked Hr. IJ.ttell to res1sn 

becauae tor arae tiM our relationaMp had been auch that I no longer repoeed 

in him the ld.Dd of confidence that waa easen tial tor the best interests or the 
O.parblent of Juatice, and I thought under the circautances be would prefer 

to reeign. I added that I had never objected to Hr. Littell •s testii';ying 

before the !IMd c-ittee or any other c-ittee of tha Congreaa1 and that the 

aoticm I ban taQn waa in no~ ccmnacted with any teatillloey thet be had 

civen. 

'!be P:Neident. baa toc1q MAle the 1'1Ur1'11 llt&t..ent.r 

"When llt&t•eotll lllllde by llozu.n L1 ttell ftret appeared in the papers I 

wrote to Ida Ulat. 1t -. ~ All -tin MtterJ and that I hoped for 

b1e Cllll OCMr he IIOIIld reetp. Sinoe tbeo he baa 'i'Q].'q!ltaered a lq atat.aent, 
tbua auhet.antiatiDc llll&t t.be l.t.t.onley ~ had ll&id &boat h1a iuubord111&­

tian. Tb1a 1a 1Jiuei Mbl.eJ and. 1D1R tile ~- rq cnl;r al.temati'ft h 
to rwtcm~ Ida tJoca o.tnoe. wlliob I ban 4- todq. • 



lfOVIIIIIbor 15, 1944 

MJMORA!!!Xl!! JOB fill l'DSmllf 

.A. tov voelco botoro tba oleoUon I tol4 :rou tbat I tbou&bt 
I could not co on ver;r mch lone-r vith lo.,.... Lithll, tba 
.A.ooiatan\ .A.Uorno:r Oenol'll in obarce ot the lAndo Dhillon ot 
thlo Depart:Mnt , ao ho hu craahd trouble vith other Depart .. nto 
conotanU:r - vith the I~ b;r ouueo\1114 thet the propooo4 oU 
louoo voro lib tba foapot Dou ooaJidal; vi th the j:rrq on tvo 
or three ocouiono, and 1101\ rocantl;r vlth Job Pattoro011 u 
ohovn b;r hio attached letter. Be 1o diolo;ral to .. poroonall;r 
and hao boon noslocHn& hio vorlt. You -creed that ba ohould 
co but aako4 •• to vait u.otil athr election. 

J'rooontl;r I ohall aak hla to roo1so , llv.\ botoro dolac 
oo ·I ohould llko to have :rour backlnt - that 1o that ;rw n ll 
tiro hla (ho 1a a PreddaUal appoint•nt) 1l he von1t rodp. 
Ro hu no political backiDc. 

lllull. 

~oopoot~llr ;rauro, 

J'ranolo J144lo 
.A.Uorno:r Oenol'll 
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II , 

November :t7, 1944 

IIS.:ORA.'IWV FOR TI!JI SBIU.'l"E WAR INVESHGA:I'ING CC&!IIIT11B 

Ill• 
Ie~ruee between Attorney General Ft-ancia Biddle and uei et.ant. Attorney General Norman 11 . Littell leadin& tc tlle Attorney General'• req1111at tor 1be latter's resignat ion. 

Contente 

CXJ.!IIE1i 'IS OF '1m Ar 'lORNEY Gl!NE!W. UPON liBQ1ESTI NG RJ!:SI G!!A TION 

PRINCIPAL It:CIDE:lTS LEAJIII;Q JO ~ST fOR Rl!SIO !U.TI ON 

l . Urgina settlement of case against the ssvannah Shipyarcla Co. , aubaicliary of Elapire Ordnance, represented by To~ Corooran 

2. Refunl of ini'oraation from SEC because of 
T~ Coroonn 1 a 1n1'l.llen0e in Justice Depar~ ment 1 Savannah Shi pyarcla case , 

) . Attcpted retaliation for m;y refusal to aettJ.e Savannah Shipyarcla conclamnatl.DII caaa; Rowe• a 
~UE~Drandua. 

4o ElJc Rilla Naval Petroleum Reserve ca1troveray; Publl c Lama Collllli t tee hear!.,.,, 

5o The Breakere Hotel case, PalJII Beam, Florida; TriDan Collllli t tee hearin&e. 

6. Surplua Proper~ Diepoaal; llead Coomd. ttae ooarinae. 

1. 

2. 

2. 

? . 

9. 

u . 

1?. 

22. 
m . <XJIQ.USION 26. 

• 

Suboll t ted ey 

WRII.t.N II. LITmLL 
uaietant Attorney Oeneral 



I . CX>IIIIENTS OF 1MB .«1'\0 R!.rt GE1lEIUL UPal REQWSl'ltll RESIG:IUIOII 

On Saturda,y, lfonober 18, tJie Attorney Oe:111ral called me to 
his office and requested ay resignation u Assistant Attorney General 
on the grounds of •pereonal <ll.tterencea• betWMn ua. He slid that 
I was -not loyal• to h1Jil ard that I had not gotten on with hie etatt 
ainoe the ~ wben Jim Ron na the Assistant to the Attorney General . 
He said that be lacked •pereonal contidence• 1n me but declined to 
a tete facta or reuona therefor. On the CX>ntrary, in the same oon­
veraat.ion, he said thllt I had done a •very CODmllndable job• in runnl.ng 
the' Landa Ill.via1on. 

The ..Ottorney General. eaid that be aasUID8d tbat I would not 
care to remain in the Department 1n view of bis la ck of confidence in 
me, to which I replied thllt tJU.e was not by aey me.na certain. I told 
him to •us.- a bypothetical cue 1n which I do oot have conti dence 
in the Attorney General . I ~ well consider it met public duty to 
reca!.n• . I advised that 1 wished t:iae to tJU.nk the matter over. He 
asked for r:q relignetion by Wednes~, November 22, and that I be out 
<1 the Deparlz:lent by Jmuaey l, 1945, 

On Wednu day, Noftllber 22, at ) aOO p. 111. , the Attorney Oeneral 
sent for lt8 again to de:lllllllll" answer .nd When I said that I preferred 
to state ~ cue in wri t.ing, and that I would be able t.o give him my 
ecnelusions and my etet-nt When completed 1n another day or two, be 
advised that I oon!ronted •the di!ference betoreen resigninl! 111d being 
1'ired. • When I said, be that as it ""'Y• I would still IUlce lilY anewer 
in wri. ting and hand it t.o hilll When it was completed, he enid that I 
must make my anner in two hours or he would have the President • fire" 
me . 

lihile I expressed aatcnisbment that the Attorney General should 
IUJaume to coatnand the President's ac~eacence 1n such arbitrary end 
unjust procedure alter al.llloat aix yenra of effective public service en 
met part, which be had perscxoally commended, I said aglin that he would 
have to fo'J.ow -.ohatswr course he saw tit - that my 111a11'8r would be 
placed 1n his banda aa soon as I had reached a conclusion and reduced it 
to writing. 

ea:>e ~, Now:llber 22, requeat the Preaidalt to revoke ay tppcintment 

\ 

It subsequently ~Pp8ored that the Attorney Oenoral did , on the 

aa .laaistant Attorney General, but the President did not do ao . There­
after, this Collllittea took jurisdiction of the matter and after requoat­
ing a statement from tha Attomoy General as to his reucns !or asking 
for my resignation, requested that I aul:ml. t thia statement of tho issueoi 
bet11een the Attorney Oenaral and m;yael! , For tbat reason, I advised the 
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Attorney General by letter on Saturday 1 Novecber 25 that ey an""er would be deferred pendi~ consideration ot the matter by this Com­lid. ttee . 

Let 1110 recogpize at once what every executive in private or public organizatione knows , that oonfliota of pers onalities can in theCIIIslvos be so ereat as to require the W1 thclra•al. of one of the t110 perscnalit es wholly Without reference to the issues between them. I alao recognize that tho jua!.or in rank is usually the one togo , re~::ardless of thoir respective capacities. However, I sul:cit to the Com:l.ttee that 1his is oore than a problaa of •pers<l'lal inooapatibillty. • I have served llnder throe prcced ng Attorneys General whose confidence and respect I had and still have. Attorney General Biddle had m;y f ulJ. and co:opla te l oyalty and t1.rm support in the efficient atbinl.stration of the Landa Division at tha outset of his administr a11on na Attorney General and I t hen had his full cooperation -for sx.at.iple , in t:~coomplish­inll the reorKan1zat1on of the lla•l)' Real Estate Sec tion pursuant to m;y reco >mn.Utions to Secretary J(nox il:z:>edi~.tely after PeMl lla•'l>or, just as 1 had effected c. reorganization or tile Amy Real Estate Section in February, 194].. 

·I It wna only when sharp di!!erences on =xtters of principle in tho conduct o! Oowrrant @!iiMSS Within til& DOPaFUHUht U Veloped betiiiien us UUit our relliions <Litcrlor!lted . I do not consider thct such differences can be classified as npers:nal incoapatibill ty• when tbe estrqec:ent resulted !roc a:r re.f'uaal to cooperate With conduct of the .lttornsy Oaneralwhich was contrary to basic principles ot good goYOrnment . Such ~~~attera canno t be classified aa mere diffsronces of opinion on oatters of policy. 

Hereinafter are roviO'IIQd the principal incidents ..mich gave riee to conflicts between m,yaelt and the Attomey General , stated as briefl:r as possibla in respect to hia participation in t hec1 each matter or case bei ng i'or too complex 1n substance to review completely here . 

II . !?RINCJ:PAL lllCIDEYI'S LEAiliNO ro ru;Q\BST FO•t RllSIO Ill' IO!I . 

If 
1 . UNipg utt)mppnt in l/n1.ted StatOI v, Savi!Jnah Shipvar<!4, aubaidiaa of Empire Ordpance . repreM\ttd by 'l'gpy corcoran• .lt the req..est oi' the llaritime Oo:aisaion, conclanation proceeclin6a wre 1'1led through rq otl1 oa to ac~ the properties of the San.'Uiah Ship:rarde ~any, eubaicliary of the l!mpire Ordnance, beoause of the flll. l ures and r»toriOWI incompet.enoe o! the defendant CCI!IIplley in eetabliabl.ng a &Qing concem. The pl.lil\K fell OYer into the .ater, the mold loft emk out of 
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llu t o &II Wllloable decree, \lie oruee wolll.4 not ohar betwen oolaane 
&114 a Ye1'7 larp portion of tM aaoh1u thop unnc 4efeou,.. p1lln« 
&114 tllpport, eeUle4 &114 broke eo .Ut a t11bot&11Ual area of it baA 
to be 41-Uet. .Ul of \Mee faoh wbioh I wUuu e4 111 pereonal 
lllepeoUon of tM prellioeo wolll.4 creat17 upr .. , tM Yalue to be plli4 
b7 tile o.,,.._ .. t, 

~ Corcoran repruentM tM ~ ... Or4Aanoe eo.~ &114 
1to t11bol41aJ':r, tM SaY&IIIIah SUp7aJ'4e 0~ . .le the ~re Or4Dance 
CCIIIP&Jl7 of 1'1:'&111< OoMn wao \!len llDAer liiY .. UpUon f or f.....a 111 \M 
......,facture of 8Wl1t1ono after olQTockeUnc troa a w .. trlnc 111Y .. taent 
of Jtr, hank CoMn of $5,000 (&M ""-n eo-u.tee lepolr'\, Part 10, 
Dec. 18, 111'1., p. !e?l) to a n e t utwol'll: of nbd41arhe 1nolv.41n« tM 
9aY&IIIIah Sh1P7ar4t Co11P&D7, n e17 effort was be inc II&Ae b7 'l'o- Co roo ran 
oa b.ulf of bi 1 ollent t o keep thh parUoaJ.ar oaoe fro a bel DC e:a;pooe4 
at tnal. !be oooparaUon of tile AUor11e7 o.,.eral &D4 Ju lowe, \lie 
.lu11\ant to the .lUol"'le7 O.neral, are tl1ff1c1enU;y reflecte4 111 the 
f ollowtnc plr'1110lpal 1nc14enha 

(a ) Oa llaT 13, 194.2, Ju low hhpbone4 t o .. at the .lttontq 
O.neral 1 1 1utruoUou, bec&Doe ~eq u4 IOplon h , OOIIJ'Otln« !I:IIIIQ' 
Corcoran'• 1fro nt 1 law f1n, baA taltaa up with \lie .lUorne;y General tM 
aaiter of etfeounc a oettl•ent . lhen I &&14 tut u a atter of prtn­
o1ple we oabolll.4 110 t oettle Ue oa oe Wlleoo the 4efen4ant o were w1l lin« 
to aooept tile OoYernaent1 1 eeUaate of the Yalue of tM propert)' when 
apprahalo were OOIIJ)hte4, MO&Dit of tM croell;y 4efecUn oonetrucUon 
worlt, be aoltet if I would plea " tell \M .lttorno:r O.neral tut per­
eonall;y. !be .l\torae;y O.neral tel epbcae4 t o .. at 11100 p.a . on !CaT l ol 
t o alit about ••~nc tbio oaee ant I talA tut 1 t wao a.niUII&l t o un 
"'U-nt MCOtiaUono 1111 Uate4 troa the top clown - \Mt t hq a.tl1all;y 
- troa tile bot'- up 1n the fora o f re-•uono f or MUl-nt 
frc. M to tile .lttor11e7 O.naral. (In ~. out of Uouoaa4e of oon'-n&Uon 
oa .. , tbie •• ibe oalr .. tu-nt about wbioh tM .lttor11e7 O.Mral 
enr oalle4 ae. ) !bat •• falrl;y ob'aipt betwea tile qee &Ill!. troa 
tile 1rrtwte4 toM of bit YOloe , 1M 414 DOt lllte u . Oar r elaUoa-
oablp ea.ffered a ,....,. ebar7 4eter1oraUon at .Ut polnt. 

(b) Oa 9aturdq, llaT :112, 1~. tile .lUor-:r O.Mral pn a 
oooll:tail par\7 at bit lacuae for Ju lowe a t wh1'* Ju toolt .. a a14e la 
bit etuq to aolt 1'111at are w col nc to to abollt Mttl-at ~ tile ..,......,.., 
auwarte oa .. • . to whioll I nplle4 .Ut the - •• • a !act poteto• &Ill!. 
a coot tiline f or b1a to l e t aloM. .lner raternnc to \be faot .Ut 
'-"11 Corcoran J"eelft-Mt tile AefeDdaat OOIIJNIIIiJ' Uarolltll llllop"7 &Ill!. 
IOplonte, 1M r-.,Ue4 tMt 1M laa4 to c1o -thin~. \!let ' Uat•e fellow• 
are 011&1' trl&lll!.e1 - that 1 \lle .lttor.;r Oeaerll bat toJ4 ae to budl• ibe 
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ot tbo Ootw mi'• elllift..,a).!l Tbe-,... an tor V1a1 aa 
~ 6. I-' to a -- Doe wit.A tile At.toraq a...-1 aD4 Jill a- ill t.be .it;~ a-.1'• ottioe det.endaed to ara tile Att.Gn1817 OWa•el ot tbo dallpr of t.l7iAC to aetUo tile - aD4 tile oo•wl 'lb1oll wwld IDftO booeuH of bh iat.a.~ coomoot.ion w.l.\h T.-q Cor­OonD. FollCIIIiD& eo •- Oil tile aottlaoat ot tile StorliDc Product.& ooti-t.ruat. O&H (- ot t.-q Cor-'• llrot.b- 18 V~Pr .. id4Dt ot 8tarliDc Prodllot.o r.pnu•Dtill& ~ 1a kioo aD4 Soutb .a.n.oa) iJl 'lb1oh Cor'OOI'OD WU OOIDMl for tho dofiJidant Oc:.p&II,J 1 & ec&Ddal could DOt pooai~ be &Ya1doclo U tbo At.t.oftlq OOIIoftJ. a.i:1l. porobted 1a VJ1II& to roacb a .nu-t, I no clotoni1Dod to ooad tile tu.a wp to IWI, u tile t.DU D1Y1aioo hod bewa u olMD u a bCNIId '• tooth aD4 I ... ~ that it llllould rmaiA tb.at ~· I would b.aft aotbiA& to do with 0D7 aotU..t. ot.bw' thaD at. tile loftl ot t.bo ~t•o - oot111etN of Y&lae, with ciao doclucu- tor dotectift cco.t.ruct.i""' wcrk. I mow tllet t.bio .. IIWih too l01r a f11V• - t985, 165. 

ClD tho-. to the At.t.oi'Dq ~·• ottioe, - ot bh priaoipel odYioora .....,... .. 1a the corridor to ulr •• to "bold ., 
-· ap1Mt. 1a1a 1a t11e Mtu-t. ot w. cue- tllet. -r~ cor­lad bewa iA aD4 CNt or tile At.~ o.oorel'• otfioa iA tile Depor~t. ot Jutioe 0YW7 dq for dapl that t.bo aot.tlaDat ot tbo - "wwld be a aOODdal for tho D.partaoot IDd tor t.bo At\Gn181J OIDonl", Uld that tor •t.u proteot.10D ot tho Att«-Dq a.-a1• I bad to oted taot on it. I did. 

~~~~~;f~r:.O~u~t'appear• IV it.o ~eel aD4 nbetituted-ii at it.& -.1, tho omer o~ t2,lB?,OOO. Dwli 117 IDd loplmt.a t.alkocl of 11,900,000. lt tbo tr1.ol, the export wit­... _ ot!vocl 117 the __., Slloludiq latral Bakon)ma
1 ti .S.II. (Bot.) oantozldod tor tJ,,7Sl,06?1 wberwoa tho OotOJ-•t.'• n.lution ozport.o ooo­t..-s t.Ut; tho -.rkot Yalu aftor dodiiOtiJic for tho dofootiYO OODO\rw)ti.OD benia rof.-red to aD4 111r:ft1M dHcr1bod iJl dR&1l ill tbo1r t.oetilloD,y -. t9851169. tbo omoro ~ udo Ul otter o! oott.l-Dt aa tho .,. ot t.r1al of ll,oes,ooo 11b1oll .. retuod. tbo jliJ7 nrdict .. 11,285,000 1Jb1m I'WJlftMDted & ~bat. U &~ witliD $5060 6£ 2W L$ ...U.W coat. •t.MJJ•ed IV oortUlod plbllo •-t.oot.o mpl.apd 117 .. , 'lb1oh -'-it ~ did not. t.akD illto aoooallt tile dotootiYO ooaotnotion. I .. r.Uabl;r' Wonted thot. the •JoriV of tho j-• fa'fotred a Yordiot. at apprallillat.o:q 11,000,000 aD4 after ~ boura ot dal1borat.101l ' ..,. -. to tho tw or tbNo jwroro ao wr. 1uiot1oe -.pOD a -" biper t1pN 1a tho DO~ood ot tho pwo aDClit ooot apprcmdat.Szlc $1,6001000. ClD ., til \o tho Cil'cW.t. ~ ~~neral. orror. wro fCNDcl 1a tho ..atacca ot ou 1'- of ooot aoocuUna aoh u il&ercorpwato cbar&O•, ~OD oil• po, lop.l !Ha IIDd t.raYOl alqiOD••• Wt the Cil'cW.t ~ bold that tbaM wro Dot. projwlio1el orrora jllotil'TiA& rOYOI'Hl. Potitiaa tor oort-iorari to the Bup..- Court. ... r.o ._. 117 .. Wt. ... DOt apprOYOd 

iA tho Do~t. 
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I told \Ito .l'\Gno~T ¥•al "'W7 ~ tbat ~o ot bu iA'Sute o-'1-an w1tl1 T~ Corooru, • .. 't.l-' bT b1a at~ &boft the Qa.a mt•e ti&VOI ~ t .915,66S -.J.d brMit wide opeo iato o pabllc eo&ad.al . .lftor - t.b.,..t md ~ d:1o­aue1c. ill whiob I ude it qa1 to cle&r tb&t I WOIIld DOt 10 alon& with Httl•et, tba .lttCll'DOT Qoaeral tumo4 to .Jia RGiro &Ad. e&id that ~ I - r1&ht1 •u;ud bo another !'lilll Prodlaote -·· 
Tho -u.ac broke wp, TIM .it\Gno~T Qoaeral et lut re&liaod that he, Corooru &Ad. Ron -.ld &ot oo plaoe, ror the tirlt tiM, 

l 

I waa to baft ~ ob&rp of tba -· Up to tbat po1Dt, tba .lttoroq a-ral'• ~ion to .Uoot. Httl-t b&d boeD repoatodl,T oap­italiaod bT trial oo-al 1n S&.......U t• the oppooi t.ioo 1lbo ~"riHd tho MaritiM ec-illion tbat eltt.loaent ~W&otiatic.e bid boOD l1ttod traa ., b&Dde b7 tba .lt\Gno~T Qaleral IDd tbo .llldetut to tbe .lttoroq a..ra1- .Jia .._e, ed *o 1&14 to "'T reprNetotiw both publlaq md priwtoq tbat tba u t ter b&d 'boa taan Oftl' b7 the .l\t<rD-.y Qeo­lll'al, tbat I b&d 'Me ·-Oiled• to a CODt&'eae iJI the ottioe ot t.ba .lttoi'J»T Oaleral, &Ad. t.bat 11Q' repre-t.etift iJ1 S&'ni!DAb would •re .,. bU u.'ruot.icDr' pornamo to tbat coot-. c-1 for the n.r-

\ 

would llaft bee l'eoi<aiO !M...S to ~ With ~ CCGt'WIIlt UMD'.,ce 
&I to 11bat. the .lt\Gno~T Olalral wae doiDC lllllHo there .... reuoar1.D& CCI'It.lct.e Mtw.l the .lttofteT a.-raJ. 1114 the 'llllobiDCtGD reprellllt&t.ine ot the S.'IUIIM 8bip,rlll'U - !~ eoroor-. I*.PHT a Koplcm.ts. -----

bewll1nl 
ot t.bu litipt.ic. tor tba O..tit ot tbe Oot••-t. lritb t.bie re­
lat.iCDObip O'f'OI'biDcial 'be -· tbero OOIIld bo ..- ot tbe anal 111101\f tor Dep\iltic. &Ad. Htu.oot ot t.bu- it tho ~t7 ot the -p.w · rl ot .Jvti oo wu to be proteot.ld. 

(o) fblre WN oao cooollldiJI& incidet in tba Sa..........._ atp­T&rdo •tter N u 1nc'deot ot pertect.i.ac tAo Qoow t'• appeal, OM ot the Qooa-.t'• camMl eppoared •r- Jlldco ~ •o bod trW t.ba - It Sa~ md IIPOII beinc adriHd that u -weal wu to M taUD, t.be hdl• apr...., o~denblo •1111rpr1 ... , aqtq tbat t.be .l"'-7 a.-ol bed 'Me 1D ~ r~ md bod ~ b1a 

\ 
aa tba -lloDoe ot Ilia cbarp to tho .1111"7 1D tiM lla...-.b alJ'T&l'do - &Ad. llad 1Dtonld Ida thet "'lo appeal -u be tQ.,•, 

Tile Jwlp aleo l&1d tbat be ao oarpr1.Ht at tbo f•"'arUi)• ot tbo .lttonlaT a--al w1tll tho clna1.lo ot a - pllld1nc 1a t.be diot.riot owrt, .lppealo, l1IDa propo...s Htt~D''• tollc. a t1a4 J"'Oltino 1D tba -~ of "-'leo, a. o s..uc.e tor or egainet appeal are 
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-
~'liJ!~f'fll fiiif~fti ~i(J;I ·fz· 1lr( Cf '~ifi'!tr ~ ., ~~li .ri~w ilr:~~:·JEr (~lfr 

• §r J~ r~i~li'r~~-~ [~~4i~fi· . ~:!ifl~. i'~; (f(lEI,fi frJ1~­
Ii I~ l i ~ '41 f. : ,, l ~ r. ~ i i.! I r~i ii;Jl:i! r[r~!I•if' •1J,J'ft ~ ... fP .. 8 ~ 0 It- .. ~ .. • .. f F • I I
• •I l~f ~ J o o ~B l~ .. i! t·l· tt!f··~~ ~ ... 
I!Fillt!li[ frr~f('{;: =r!i~~; r~o~ .. -~ta!ln ll·!i ~~ Jorf'~ ;fl~lfi§l~!; (J~i!lltt ~l:4 ij ll £ ~ I ,;. f & ~ ~ li. II ~ IiI i ~~~~ill!~,~~ fli!~!l ~-~!i Ji'i'lli~ ~~ fii~ff~ll :~r~( if a:! • ·~~~ :t 1 
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• U\ • • ., 1 baYillc a .. Olltlino\1 Sa o~ t.11a we •111.4 -*"' \MM laftftlp\1 .. , bat apoa •• s lle1Jtc OI'Urecl '- .-. • -'in 1.an~a11U. I abe,_ed .... pl8u bNaa• 111 ....a utair 11o barua \1111 ..,..._, 5 •T 117 .... a dll&l. S.e.UC.U.. ..S al.8o Moaae 111 1 1 a Derllwe dllplioaU.aa of w.k. 



lnv\llel. ... , t.llere WN repeateol llel.aTio 'lhl lllldeol iatar.t.ioa 

' 

•• lllftr t•l't.lllloCJI&, til'lt tar - ~IOD IIIII tlln ter aaotller llllW 
1a ea~p~raU~ I took t.lla att.er •• apiD 'litll t.lll !latta llftla, IIIIi 
aaa1a witll Mr. au- Jlluoc.U. ~ 1a t111 l.aft t• _,.. betere tl'1al. 
WN ........ If IV lt.&tt plnd.tt.lo& W - a llaitld IIIII eel.llteol 
p~rt.ioa at t.lle I'MII'Ill 1a l'llpllt il tiM a.......a. llllW&I'Ill aua. 
'Ill• iaftltiptioa at t.lla latter •-. •v ~ SE a. .to ..-.llteol 117 
tM u.. taa .... -t to tl'1al. • hJ:I' 11111 .a1.7- u . ot atilltr 
a. l'llai...S - tala 111"1t-p at a kill ~ t......re~ rr- -
RlllidiaJT w t.lla a......u. ~ o ,.. vat. ea iaoreua at tu,ooo 
II' tl$,000, • Mnl' kMw IMiw .oil~.._ baeD l'lnll.M loir a 
oa.plat.eol iDnltipt.ioa, 

it 
wllld •pa•• rilllt. t.u-,11 to ~ 

( 

c .......... • AI t.111 w-t.aD-. 11U1teol tor tM lllb~~qMDt. S.U.otaet. 
at P'ruk Cab• •• at.llen, SIC w1aMcl il pi'Wt.alt 1\. ~ taot. na 
aait.t.M 1D \111 pi'IIOilOI If \1111 At.t.ll'M7 QeaNJ. liT OanloD l'lll'oall a 
rear later 1D t.lll At.ilnaq Qearal. 1 a ott1oe 1D OIDDaltila witll aaot.ller 
Mt.tlr -\10Did llol'liD&tt.ll'o Tllo Attlmq GillaN]. Mdl DO 0-\ OD 
tlail adllilliOD aDd be ade DO ottll't. \a dUpe! \1111 apiDioD b7 \Ill 
Cbai,... ot \111 SIC. Ill oould DOt. , 

I w ll 1 hr llanq - ·~ 1D llr. 8ldoll111 ottiaa 
jlllt botal'l M b- At.t..-aq O..ral., •IIIIa a ~· ..U - t.e 
Ilia f..- T .... Col'MI'IILo I 11114 ~M t.w II' t.llroe .,.. t.o 101 llr, 
Bicldla 'IIIIo ,.. t.IIOil Solioitlr O..Nl Oil a at.t.er ot ara•t. Oon..-. 

1
-t. buiDI•• bat. 1t. .. .,.....t. r .... til• ·--'* t.llat. ,...... 
aatlll t.e 101 Ilia ea4l'fli:_&ne~ll'llkm "" ablat. l ib t.lli11 _ 

•a.uo ,......, - •• -,... doa't DOid to •- onr bll'l, I'll 
- \bare it ,... 111111. IM eea •- baN, or I'll -• il 'lfiV apart.-
-'• wlliolllftr ait.l TMr ~-41•" 

It. •• el.ear tlwt. 111 protarred \o llaTI \Ill Ut.II'DIT QeeNJ. 
p t.lllre, ICr appoiataat. •• oat •rt. IIIII llr. 81cldl1 d~p~l't.ld 1a 
alan\ tift .sa.t.oo. AI I 11114 ea4ei'IM B~dl• ' • p.-t.1• f­
SoU.iter O..ral. t.e Att..M7 O..ral bllaole I bel.ii...S in dapa~ 

~ 
-'&1. p-t.ioa1 .... ,. .. ,..1u.l1, I felt. are•• aiapriJI&a. !Mea 
wre oooti.-d aot. 1aa att.•-l'lll wll• 1M iDYUed • t.o l • ob Ulll 
ea4aaftl'ld to ooaYi•• • t.llat. ~ Corool"'ll aqlat. t.o 1M appoiatld 
Solloit.ll' Glalral ot t.bl llll1toeol aat. .. , till ,..t. noat.M b7 Biddle. '11111 
-. blfal'l llr. r.q•a appo1Dta.t.. The At.t.II'DI7 GlaiNl v11d rq aupport. . iD 



\ 

t.lut.t •ttn. I aclYiaed Ilia t.llat I •• qllit.e 8IU'e llo woulct aot. be 
ocmti~. 

!be A\tomt7 O..ral •• al., qllit.e iat.oreat.ed 1a t.llo 
peaail>UU7 of pro.ot.1J11 - ot 'l'o.~T Corooi'Oil1 a brotbora who waa 
an at.tOI'IlOT ill t.llo ottioo ot tiM United 8t.atao Diat.riot. At.t.oma7, 
lfat Correa, 1a ._ fork Ci\7. 11aan I rat.lli'Mcl r.._ a t.rlp t.o 
.Uaaka ill OGIIIl&Ot.ioa wit.ll lancl aoqlliaitioD work t.baro ill Sept.IM&r, 
1942, aclYiaiq t.bo .t.tt.omo7 Claaoral t.bat. t.ba ooaiaaionar •TOt.aa 
\bare aaeded o.-plat.a anrbalaliq aact report.illg aoanclal.oua onr­
•1'011d1D& anct laok or a&Dit.at.ioa 1n t.bo 11,...1111 or pn.-ro 117 tho 
Dapart.aan\ ot Jut.ioe at. 1Cod1ak anc1 Dllt.ob RaJ'bor, I -red t.lla 
Att.omtT Oanerel1a iat.areat. ill t.boaa -t.t.era IUid bo t1Dall7 ctocidH 
t.o -ct ••-• \bare t.o ao illt.o t.boaa at.t.era •ra t.lloroa&bl7 t.b&D 
I had tt. to llo loaoaaao of aloaorpt.iaD 1D rq CIWD work ill .Uaaka. 
lb&D ba f1aall7 ad lfat Correa, t.bo ••1'7 dlo Uait.ed stat.ea At.torm7 

1 

trGa In fork C1t7, t.bo Attome7 General aa1d t.lut.t Correa'• aloo&Doa 
would ain "'--T Corooran'a brot.bor a ollaDOa t.o ctiraot. t.bo ottioa aa 
tba J'IINdaa ~r 1a it ao tllat. ha ooulct aoo wbet.bar ba bact aapeoit.7 
t.o b- Uaited statoa Diatriot At.t.omo:r tbare 'llllaa llat Correa lett. 
for .Uit&l'T aamoa. 'l'ba •N peaa1bU1t7 at brlqillg ...tar '1'~ 

~ 
Corooi'Oil1a WlDeoa t.ba araataat law efo~ ottioa outailla at 
••biaat.on, D. c., 1a tba Dapart.Dt or waa abookillg 1aclooct. 
I ban boon aakacl II&IIJ' tt.a 1a rao&Dt TOara -

• Biddle?• 'l'ba Goaaral 

Aa to rq CIWD Nlatilao wit.b '1'~ CorOOI'Oil, I •• perllapa 
t.ba tiJ'IIt of tiM arcnap of .,_pr - 1a t.lla acllliD1atret1oa to 
apreaa laak or .-!1~ 1a Ilia, ~ ... aa tar loaok .. 19)9-140 
before ba bact lett. t.ba Gon-t. ...,a7. I kMw tllat. ba tried lator 
t.o peJ'IIIl&tlo llr. lut.ioa lfaJ11b,;r, llllaD t.lla lat.tor waa At.t.or-.7 Clcaral, 
ta .u.ioa •• 1111\ t.ll- atfart.a nN t.ll• 1a ftia. A ... effort. •• 
t.o be -eta &lid t.bat. lorlap - t.o tba •xt. poillt.. 

), A»wr\ed nt.e]1t!.iaD tor v Nl»aaJ....li ~-ll!b "1!:Hf!: =j•pUe OW! "'fit'~-~ filG nnl:!fao 
a _, t.a aait. ull alMat t. to relata. Qa .1_,. 25, 
1943, Jia .... _, a -1'111111• t.a \Ito 1\t.arao:r aa.ra1 aq1q tllat. 
aaa- ,_.all, Cbail'Ma ot tba sa:, hacl talaparaa4 h1a, to tlla attaot. 
tllat. llark aauu llall tala,._.. a ~r, Wallo, ill t.lla SIC -.tDDt.iq 

ianatiaaliaD af t.ba a.piro Orclnuoo ~ &lid bact atat.ed aa 
•aed ..-rk ot 111M at. a cliaur part.7 t.o t11a atraot tlla t. "*• t.bo 
Npert. •• t.vaed "'r t.o t.bo Dapart.aoat. of J1111t.1oo tar oria1aal 

•raaaouUOil, it -u a.. appraaac, • !be at.t.or waa lo~ to tba 
at.t.eatila of t.ba 1\t.omo:r OIDar&l •tor 'lll&t.anr aniOil 7011 87 wiab t.o 
tan,• llr. a- &lQIH•ill& claap -- •tar t.bo NpQ\at.iOil ot t11a 

\ 
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O.part.nt and youraalJ' a. Att..-ne;r Oenanl". 

A .,...,.,clwa raoaiYad !rca tt. Att<r~»;r Ooneral while 1 
aa in Loe .Antal•• enc:loain& Rowe ' a -orandua Mid to •• hill on 
~ l'«llrll - that a;r ~rk• ranactad on tba o.putaant, There wu 
no i.nctu1r;r about. tba t.ru.tb or taleity of tba atata•ant. The Attorney 
uanaral and Jill ROlle Wldartook a Yirtual trial or ..,...u - ril!ht in tt. aid<lle of their wan.u. clutiaa, with praaaing uttere unconoludad, 
aucb aa tba y:li,ally a4niticant canllict bet-n ciYU and .Uitary 
go,.r.-.t in Hawaii, with ocaplainta un•u•a....,.ad l'rom Unitad Statea 
ttol'Dtl;ra aa to adai.niatutbt taUurea ot tha DepartmCit in the 

dlin& or tt. day-to-day tranaactiona in tbair work, with c0111plainta 
0111 moat oi' ua in tt. o.partment regardin& the incompatenaa of Jim 
a, >bca tba Attoma;r General ted alcyrocklotad to incraued p011era ot •onrall auperrlaia~ and acioiniatratba aanageant of tba O.part­

_,t ot Juatice• ( ... pC~Wara daacribed in Conaraaaional Directory ot 
lola;r 1943, in c•rut to prnioua Juriadictiona ot tbe Aaaiatanta to the Attomay General in earlier Directoriaa), in apito ot the ~ct 
that a.-a had never been in a law !11'111 or practioad law in bia lite 
and waa by uperiaro:e unqllalitiad to uaiat in diractins management ot t lw lar g .. t law tir a in t be world, 

Vlblla I and othara in tba Dap.u't<lent cau.l.d not r each Jim 
Row tor -k• at a ti.JIII on tha talephcaa (I could gat appoint•nta 
with Cabinet 1118DLbera aaaiar than 1 cau.l.d talk to Rowe , and othara 
aaid the -), tha Att CZ'I'II.Y General and Jim Rowe found t:lne tor 
conterenca attar cantarenca on what 1 had said or not said the 
preceding Dac•ber at a dinner party! 

Inataad of diapoaing of tba OIAtter aa a piace of idle 
goaaip, particularly attar Uarquie Childa repeatedly Aid that 
Jim 1 a atata•nt of Purcall 1a atatemant ot 1/ella' atate•nt nt 
Cbllda 1 atateatnt or rq atatament at a dinner part7 the preceding 
Oacember, •• •perfect}¥ cocke;rad•, tha .. ttamey Gareral •nt right along with Jill 1a nidCit. daaire to ccaYict, Enn Child& aaid there 
waa avide.S.ly real •anillua• in tbe ait.ation. 

At tba final conflab in tbe Attorney Clenaral'a otlica, 
!lark Cbllda, Jill ROIN, Ganaon Purcell, Chairlll&ll ot SEC, and I _.. 
all preaa.S., and wbon I interrogated tbe witnuau and dalllandad tbe 
•-.. dua ot tbe S!C la-.,.r to Purcell, I diacoyerad that it •• not onl¥ dated a acatb after II¥ alleged oon'Nt'aaticn with !lark Cbllda 
but wu, in Child&' opinion aa well aa mine , a ccaplata}¥ Wltrue repreaan­
tation ot a;r r-rka and bia . 

The whole ineidri bln up in tba Attornar General'• lace a. he wu than c0111pellad to adait. In tact, it backfired en hia, tor 
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I llzooaF\ at tr. quutlOIWI& PuNeU, u 101141 u llo ... 1a Uao 
4\t..MT Oeaer&11o pre-, a tut. -a.-. ntal to t.llo pDllo 
~. ~ .-wreh..t .. ot lib otatt re&Vd1DI \be iatl­ot ,--., Conoi"M - Uao Attonq o....l. of \be .S.toll lktoo. 
PvMll odld.ttoll tll&t. .b1.o - .~~ .. onMt cl'flll& - 1114 ., ot&tt w-u= reprcU..ac t.11o l&nMA~~IIIippJQ, nb&Ul&rT ot t.11o 
lilrpln Ozodlluoo C-..,, bottnoo ot. fai-r CorooND1o iaU.OT wit..b 
t..bo Att.on.T Oo•Nl 1114 Uao toar t.b&t Uao •w-tt. wlll4 paao 
~· UaftaP" - .. related --· 

uwJ rt:•Prttrt:i:liEt..~r:h;":olf' o II tolt'MT Ia OOIItllaiOII of aiDd lD &f>PJ'O&II.b1ac 0 •OIIIPl• probloa, kt &lao && U...o ol approoi&tlw ot t.11o Cclutit.a­iioMl ~t of Oollp'- to ll&ft tllll -000 to toot& DOO~ to tondac a olOU' •« ota•"DC ot attC"a nt.al to proper 1opolatloa. 

TWO wolal Wore I ben' I to Uao At~ OoDenl a oep.r ot ., otMT ot •• -anon- awkut ot ....... ,.au, 1942, bo ... 
at.-....s ou c .,..., ~ Oal.UOI'IIl& ..., u. Ia,- ._en t, I ~ 

'

' to edriao la1a ot Ulo Mlq 1a 011111'10\iaa li - to Uao ~ nar1 n ' o.bareo- ot Uao oatlre s.anz.-t. Bo tiiiD e&S.Iu •tuo aU ol t..bo 
tlal 7K -•· ._ 111• are taroap I will write a WlltOriac r....,... 

I 111114 ... tM "-' ClaDonl t.11o t1rot IINR or ., m II1Uo l'Opor\ • ~- U, 1943, Boauuor, attor ~ ReMIT ot Ulo 
~.HION rifT -NDII!a OMl4 poa&lbl.T bo ...,..totoa, I tali 
avo Uaat tllo -trut ao 1AftlJ.4 &D4 Ulopl u a ••- ot 1• &all 

\~ 
otrwiJT oppoo .. to tho )llllaUo atoren u a -- ot pollq, 'lllt.ll Ulo opp oual ot llro hal.r1 .UU.. MtorDI!J Q al, I bed a-o te Ill', Jutloo .,_ • .,U l4 aaot ua. ~ to llaw lael'OtvT IBR WiUl­
.,... Ulo =-ti"Mt tr. Ulo ,Q;ro;daU.. o-ltMo oo u..,. ._. • 
.._ ot lto boia& owru-1 lD beN•, JM'"'Saa turt~aor iawni­aau.. 

.... u.. ----- ,.u. - ~KaNq, ~- u, .... I .. 1a ~ • ..,.. CuollDa, - • ntao~r .. - • u.. ..vut aaot • Ulo PJ'Oe'P t lD Ulo ..._., I ~ to Ill'. 
Jutloo J~rrMa, H1ac ..all1o to l'OMII Ulo ... ,....., OoMral, - ~ 
poto4 a ·-~'-' &.a u. alto 11ouo to u.. onoot Uaat. tllo tMtrMt w al.roooiV ~~o.a w:1 tartps rr. tM w •1au .. o­.tt\00 _, .,....,. tr. t..bo alto ....... 



-12-

Qa llcDdq tho 14th, I M\ with the At.\OrMT O..ral. -
repre-t.at.lfta of tho J1n7 - lllt.arior ~· ill h1AI oftioo 
at. 2t30 p.a., t.a ooaddR ., report. wb1ah ha bad 11M liDo• the 
llt.la. 'Die At.t.on1117 lleDI1'al edMTorocl t.o leld the llieou.u10D bllt 
hac obn0118J..T DOt. .u.atorocl it., It _. -'a t.ao OGIIIIlioat.ecl a 
t.NDAOt.ioll t.o pUt ap qalokl,y alliS he .. ill a h111'1'7 beoaae 1M 

1 
wu l.NY1IIc that. llillat. for a noat.i.oa. Oroa Mf .. t.a ill t.M - ~ 
t.rut """ .alt.t.ecl b,r tho 1'0pl'Mat.atifta ot the lln7 eDd tiM 
Iat.arior 1lbea I po1aW thM oat, m4 oopiea of ., report. """ 
be 11,... to til• ~at.ol.T tor et.IIIII,T. 

oe t.ha RUl alliS piiiiU.o 111\eoet. wu pt.Uq hot.t.er ..,_., c~q, !be 
a~ of the l'llbllo IADd8 o-lttoo • • _ ..... - there 011 J-

17 t.o bl'illl all papeMI - --=-·· 
· 1M Pabllo IADd8 a-itt.eo ill t.M H- ha1'1.q jlll'ildiototoe 

of the Mtt.er ll.r ..- at a JII"DPHOCI bill tnutvl'ills OCI41t.lcaal 
lea4e t.o t.M jiii'Ucliot.lOD of t.M S.Oret&r7 at tho la'f7 ill tho IDk 
RUla laftJ. r.trol- lleMI'ft, wu utl1ftll.T M&Ot' t.o so illt.o t.ho 
m:~tire •ttv eDd to han oopi .. or., report., !be AetSac At.\OrMT 
OounJ. 1ut1'110t.od • to 'ld.Uibold Ulo report &ca tho a-ittoo, 
'tlbioh I ull:ld t.M a-it.t.eo•a pn'lliuioe t.o c1o ~'ns t'clt'thv 
et.llq or Ulo report b,r t.M J.t.-T OeDet'&l eDd po .. 1blo ooDa:ldont.ioe 
of it. !IT tho Preaidlat., I et.at.ocl -....1T _, pvooe&l 00110luaioa 
t.hat. Ulo ocat.r..t. ... illopl. !bat aipt -&lat.ioe of t.h• ooa­
tl'M\ wu -OCI b,r tho Prodcloat. ot t.ho ~ Oll ~AliT eDd 
tho SooNt&r7 at the la'f)'. 

~ Nt.IIJ'IWI.s t.o 1fuh1.astoe nom h1a noat.ica Ulo Att.oi'DIIT 
Ooeonl rorinod th1e Mttor with • &1111 _. o1rnoulT aaaperat.OCI 
at. t.M pablloit.T wb1oh 11M oooiii'I'OCI. J.lth.,. he hid a.nt1c1pat.ecl 
'ld.tll ploUIIN t11111s a •bliat.ori.D& n__. h1uolt, - &ltlloasjl 
he had 'beoe qll10k t.o ola1a to tbe preu ca lla\ta'clq, Jae 12, aft.OI' 
tbe att.Mk oe tbe ooet.raot. ill tho Soeato that ho 11M •por­
S.ONt&r7 at tile lln7r Prank IDciato to wl.th4t'a a tl, ?ltii,UUU OP­
pnpr1.ot.ica ~t.• illt.allllecl t.o tsa.Mo t.h1a ooat.ract. 1A tho J1n7 
(t.llaft• ~ t.o M-=lr aot.1ca wb1.ollllr'. Jut1oo JI,Jt'nu 
11M ~ t.aDa oe April l4, two ..uaa batore, allll ~ b,r 
lloftc-t ., ~.W... that t.he coetreot. .. Wopl), the J.tt.on1117 
0 Vll'• at.t1WIIO wu quito d1trvoet. ut.v I, ll!1 toroo of oil'o­
n..u, raMI' t11u Ulo At.~ lleDI1'al, 11M boooM iaat1t11d u 
tbe alltllor ot tile repar1t. wb1ah wu tho ooetor ot pobllo illt.von. 

j 
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The Attome.r General'• chenga o! attitude toward the whole subject 
was shown in the t ollowing inoidon to 1 

a. At our firot can.farem:a t'ollowin& the r etum ot the 
Attorua;y General tr011 vacation, he waa extralllll;y irritated about 
141 having testified before the Public Landa CC8111dttee and said, 
•I doubt whether the contr act 1a illegal. It migbt be a bad con­
tract, but I cloubt whether it 1a illegal". Thereupon I aand him 
ather he had read the caaes, aa;ying, "There are anl.Y two ot 
them - the Ell< ll1lla caaa and the Teapot ~ caae• (hol ding illegal 
the leaaas of Sacrateey Fall in the HardiDg acladnistration). He 
a<illittad that be had not read the11. Hcor could he po .. ibl.r have bad 
aey op1nicn oo tba legality of tbia cont.ract without reading thaoe 
two Supra. Court caaea? 

~.~ I waa rl ~ till8 ral, to the prajuclice pt the public intera • 

In the end, the Attorna;r General wrote a letter to t be 
Secretaey ot the Hav;r ooncurring with 111 opinion. No able thorough 
la.,...- could aacape from the concluaiona stated. 

b. en lloncla.r eftlling, June 21, the Atto r ne:y General 
telephoned to 118 >!ben I waa out ot' Washington 1n Panna;ylvania in 
regard to the next Ccaaittea bearing to be held en June 22 saying 
that the Hav.r Departllart. bad requuted thet wa not go into detail& 

t 
in regard to the contract until the Hav;r had a more thcrougb chance 
to a tud,Y 111 report . I did not kncor then that the Attorna.r General 
bad alraa<l.Y authorized giving copies ot' 117 report to Standard Oil 
COIIIpall7 la.,...-a, or 1111 answer would have bean IIU)b stronger, but I 
did •a:t that it would be extra ... l,Y clitt'icult in viaw ot tbe .fact 
thet •the Ccaaittae waa conaidarabl;y dieturbed 1n not getting 111 
report the laat u..• md that there waa •a paint be,YOnd which t he 
Dapart.•nt should not treopaaa" 1n dealing witb a COIIIIaittee ot 
Ccngraaa. Tbe At tamey General replied 1n ra gard to the Caaaittoe, 
"I t hink t hey were juat dioappointed bacauoa they aJq>ectad to find 
.... thing and cli4D•t• . The Att<&'fta ra1 also dl.d not wiab .,. 
to a ~ criti v.r De 
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I _. iu\noW in ..tiM ib1 di.e•m• nri.o\l;f to 
illll -... "lepliY" ot illll ..ann, J..e..UC ..,, tM ..J.Upl.o .-•u- ot peUq otteotiJII ibl pUUo 1Dt.eroot. 

o. Oil,._ 22 ibl PUU.o Luldo a-lt'" rehoe4 ibl 
Attor.7 ~·• re.-o\ \o ,..,.,_ tiM IMU'illp ... ooet.lal&o4 
\boa • tiM 14th. I\ _. otter tiM boarS.,. • tho 24th llot_.. 
that a-1\'" U..t. I tint. le-4 thai 011 Sat.lll'4q, hDo 19, 
illo .bt..-., GIMnl 11M utbor1.oocl oop1N ot t.bo I'OpW\ in lie 
0"Phl te \M hullaN 0U ODIFUQ" ~zoe and I t.edi.et.nl;f 
eal ' " a-. Pllilr'• u....un. -a UaU ot * At.~ Guenl in 
\be t 5 cpat.n, nt hnlnll1.nc ......... QU C I .. BQ 'Ill\.\ onp1no 
ot \be n,.n 'llldln M - ~ onp1no t.n na Snpnrt.Mt. C.. 
., ... nt 0 • -· !M toU-',. w ... \be "*-7 Cllunl 
,...,..U, ... -.son in \lin ,.nt nt t.lln a-lt.t.nn aM 
~_. t.11n IW1nMn ot t.M ....,..n at. \be ~ nt "- 24, 

onp1no WJ'O d1et.riM&Mcl te o-1\t.nn .... ro. 

•• !M At.'-7 loMI'7l ..... 'lllt.ll - \M ., .. 1' ot 
.. ..,..rilw llot- t.lln o-1\ten - .-. 24. .. - llllrioulT 
qdM 1rl'lt.UH 'Ill\.\ t.lln 'lllleln .-t.ter •• lM\nnted • t.I&U 
t1aaro _. Dn -• tnr • "t.o 4n ~ 'IIIIi •'lllllt. a nw• ot 
• rnpnrt.. I ulllcl 'IIIIU I _. w •• 1t \M o-l\* dcnon+r4 
••••Una, 111111111 ~ M qdt.n MWn1 'lllt.llna\ ~ 
1ll.ut.rat.l- IIIII '11'' .,.u_ nt tiM llicll1.f a .,.:lox 8Qjnn 
.-t.Mr - illll lt.'-7 Guenl n,.Und .,U 0ju\ road ,_ 
ropert.•. 

'lll1ln t.llin nat.lft M&inr _. n-.lntel;f and 'tiiMl.l;f wlWa 
\be Jolr1,n41nt.lna nt illll PUl.in I.alllln c-1.\t.nn, - a 8Qjen 
._, 'llldu t.llnre .. an PMP1h1n llll1t.G7 _..,, ... -­
llbhb nt.all;f '" •• , t.M ,au. wu- ... llnepl7 ott..w 
illll tlatva n,.reU.O nt illn linT 1a tiM P..ute, nUll t.lln 
.A\~7 OIIDiral'• aU1W41 • elnarl;f a z .... - - nt 
u.npal'a\la- 1rl'lt.nt.l• ............ Ulll\ ... .u--·1'1~-

·~· 
le .... let.n - .. netuJ.na • in 11ft I ..U .._.:a;, 

'lllt.ll t.lln iu\nnUau nt \be Mt.nrM7 loMral Mil nUll \MUt7 
hllllkl,r _. ~ llot- \M a-1\t.nn \11-' I tfoh ... nl4 te 
Ida t.lln '-' llot_.. re.,.U'lltf Mt- \be o-1\ ... , ... lint,. 
.. ,,. \o roaoll Ilia, _.. a r 1 t \o U. ntfnn Ula\ I 
- • alt.n.-uw ..,., te tenUf7 ~ Ull tnM:a;, lint-
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\1M c-it.tM. Ot.IMII'WUe I ...U pnter-' to 8P.P"ol'• a.t .. t.M = at _, ., t.o u. At.t.orMT O..Nl, 1M t.oap· • st. 6a4S , ... , sad 1a -1' t.o ., Nq1178\ for ol.ar1f71ac IIU 
1ant.na~S.., 1M -lT _..... fvt.Mr -1'\a11lt.1n 1!7 npl,Jisca "foil 1llU Ia- to ... -,.v ._ di .. Nt.iM, INt. 1ft Jan ... , I 
.at. 7W t.s .... I - ...... l.l.n4 \a N~1 ... , I .... t., llr. At.t..wT O..Nl.•, Sllll no I Mat. t.M ~ t.s t.M .lt'-J' 

I ClaMNl.. 

!las .._ ~ • ..,_ n•bi.lljf 110 tllrt.bsr ..t't'ios 1a 
np~, I-· t.Ut. _, .... - -pt.sbls t.o t.M 
AU~ OnMN1 _. I \MWW oa t.IM lluia la1d -.. 1a it.. 

•· Ind ... sm-d nso1as1GG at t.lM ••van oa , ... 171 tM a..-.... Oil 0 .. .., md \M ln'I'J' DspsriMat. WI'S •st. •nz1•• t.o IMft t.M IINI'1ap w .. tM PUlls J:.uU c-it.\M ••n••· &nnv, t.» c-it.'--_... iat.snnad 1a ,.~ 
\M ~ \llnoap - 1 'If'•• lt.op stt.or uot.lalr nfsrnd t.o 1a ., npsrt. 71 "!!as atts.t.o of \1M Aln-' ~·, •* u t.lll projsst.od le .. at alll1M1 of~ 1171i..U. 1lf' ...... uu" bl.Yh1 t• t.a. lla'I'J''• t~~e1 .u •d••• 1lldln 
........... fvad ..... u. MSW o1l a\ it.n - ...... Jll'i••· 

~~'W~ ... ~~ .... 
~ , ........ -\no\~wbi- ... I&'I'J' ......... _ 

1a .... IMps e.t\1lw - 161nll ..u ............. lapl • 
t.M .. psrtMa\ at Jut.l.ln. For - -\11 Sllll a lanlt sft.or I 
t.snWW • .Ju1 17\111 I - ullad to st.t.oM - at t.Mno -tan-• - S"NA \ll8qll 1t. - fair~ wll .._...raW liT t.M _. st \11M \1111 t.lls\ ., ...,.... - -t.w 1a .., tnsda-\sl 
n.,..t. 'r t.lll e.......... OU C1 '•• of CslUUIIla Ill \II n11 at it.n ~ ......... ,sal t.slu\. 

r 
lll'ntt.o at M1f Jll'lfUid -Uu\11 ..Wt.t.od t.s \Ill At.t.oi'MJ' 

GnMNl. Sllll Clluolas 'sliT - 1a null ........ t~ ....._, .... t.o M Sllll I n..._. _, ui.Ussl I & 1a f-. ts.a.. \110 \Ill M1f J1C If nl I ............ at tM - Mf..W UMNII\ 1a t.M m_,.,, ..u.n. 
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In one con!eret~co with 11r. P'ahr alone, when I eta ted II¥ honest. opinion aa a Qttor or l aw t hat tho Secrotar.r of tbe Navy 
had no powwr to de.elop Elk Hille unlooa Congress amended tho Act 
of June )0, 1938, ltr. Pal\)' irritabl.r ducribed that concl 11sion u •perfectlJ' r idicll10111" and made other ruarka elearl.r reflect.inr hh oxaaper~>tion at fJ1¥ opposition. Aa I lfaa onl.r s tating II¥ 
opinion aa a lawyer and had no intention of changing it, I left that truitlaoa diacuaoion . 

Bonnr, at tho end or JlllJ' when in & printo conference 
with llr. Pah.r onr one or the propo11d dratta of & nllf contract oubaitted bT the Navy, attar I had corrected a miaapprehanaion tor 
lack or in! ormation on llr. Pahy '• part in regard to the aubject aatter with which be collld not poeeiblJ' be a• !aailiar aa I •u in rl•• o! hh other dlltiu, he &MOWICed that henceforth he ••• not going to haw ll'J.Y conference• •ithollt .. prooont. He waa quHo right in adopting that polic.r, bllt a little latel 

lihUe I reaornd fJ1¥ baaic opinion that there collld be no 
dewlo~t of Elk Bille without authoritr traoo eonvu• b.r .-nc1.1.ni tho Act of June )01 1938, I cooperated flll.lT, nonrtheleaa, endeavor­in& to work out tho le&al provisions of a contract !or development 
o! tho Ruorn. 

In conoidering ouccuaiw draft• of a proposed aue-..t ouboitted b.r tho Navy Departm.nt laW7ers, I was undoubtedly conoidered 
an obstructionist in II¥ views, but aa aucceuive legu end technical probl ... arc•• in adoquat&l.r protecting the Governaent 1 a interest in ouch a contract, II¥ position beca.e IIOt"e understandable. When I 
finally re!uMd to appron peraonallr "''T fono of permanent contract, on the grounds that our efforts had campletol.r demonetrated tho tutU1t.r of endeavoring to do eo without 110ro exhauatin study than 
waa poaaible in a abort time, then tho propoaal for a permanent contrut dropped, Attention wae then !ocueed on drattin8 a tflalj)orary operatin8 acr-nt pending aubaieaion or the entire aatter to Congrou in t ho following Pall. 

(f) There wae one crowning and concluding incident llluatr .. 
tho o! tho Attorney General' a de eire to U.ait tutiaooey be! oro ec-ittooo of Congrooo, no utter at what coat to the public interest. There waa to be a joint oporatinr .,..._nt, and not condeau>ation of Standard'• aectiono, The NaV&l Affaire Committee• in both the Houoo and tho Senate wore holding their final hearing& on the pro­poMCI now contract which wolllcl cOIIait tbo !lk Hilla Roeorn to thie 
Joint operation of tho propertiu. I waa en route traoo Loa Ansel•• to Waehington. The dq before I arrived in Wuhington on June 2, 19441 tho NaV&l A!f&ira eo.dtt11 in the Houee had roquoatod "'¥ appearance but tho Attorney General had sent a aubetit~to, one o! tho l .. yere 
in II¥ Dh1eion, The Attome1 General firet called hia up to hie ottico and liaitod tho scope ot hie tut.i8onJ' 1 after tollinr hia at lonJth 
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~of ~ t .. tiaoq IIDd of hi& cli.aappronl of it before tiM Pllbllo 
LaDda c-s.t.tee, IIDd eleo IPOk• critic~ of ~ report u t.o t.be 
Brealctn Hotel, hareiD&fter referred to. 

When I arrl.....t t.he nut dq, I wu ut at tha train by 
rq Oenaral .a .. bt.&Dt wit.h .peollio u..t.ruotione clinctl¥ fr<a 
t.ha .lttomq OeDeral not. to o-UDioata wit.h UT COIICZ'••-n or 
Sautora and to .aka DO atat-t what-ftr in l'el&rd to t.ha !lit 
llilla &attar. 

I had natarcJJT ao-ut.acl aoneidarabla W-.tion 
on tiM .abjaot of tiM !lit llilla •an1 Patrola. Raaar..., - of 
it. traa oonfidatial aoarcaa wb1ch had be-. c~ oftr a o­
eidaraba period of tiaa, ahowiJII that tben ware ot.her anihble re­
aoarcea of oU - priacipal.q t.hoaa of tha St.lll>dard OU C..pt'OIT of 
Cal1forn1a. llit.h all of t.ha CrT about war DMdl, a queation llict>t 
fairq haft been r aiaad - wu t.hl nation to klap intact ita lut 
r-•1n1DI oU reNr... or wu t.hl St.lll>dard Oil ec.pan;r ot Califomil 
to pr&Mrft ita prlnta reaar...T I wu na...r uked bT t.ha .lttorMT 
Oenaral Nlat.har I had utarial W-.tion for a1t.har o-ittaa. 
fba .lttorMT Ganaral naftr offered rq earrloaa to aithar c-s.u ... 
em tha oODtr&rT, t.he haar1zlla were closed end the Worution which I 
bed wu aaaled off by tha .lt\01"1181' Oenaral'e par•ptDrT u..t.ruot101111 
to c~oata with no ona about t.he !lit Billa llaYal PatrOU. 
Reeerw. 

At. DO tiaa duri.Dc tbia lang fipt to prot.aot \ba • aYal 
Pet.rola. RIMrft traa &lqUoi\at.ion to which it. would aoat cart~ 
haft been eubjaoted Vill4ar tba oric1Dal 0011\raot of ~r 221 
19421 cl1d t.hl .ltf.orMT Oel>aral aftr obCII the alichtelt Mal in 
fi&bt1DI for t.IM ~ rniaion which rq nuq of t.ha contract 
had acca.plllbed, nor did ba IOIJII'ell at. &liT t.iaa t.hl al1£t>taat appra­
ciat.ion for t.be «Daatilll work I had dona in rq a:poeure of 
-uaotul proYiai- h 1•1oa1 to t.ha pu.blio 1Dtereat. On tha 
c~, h1l att.itude t.hJoouclloat. wu ..,. of re~&~~\ai&Dt. and pat.u­
lart. ralbtcoa. 

nor14a, wu aoquirad liT tba .arrq trao Dao­
•ber 11, 1942 to lana )0, 1944, IIDd it waa oonftrtad into t.ha Ra• 
OeDaral Bollpi\al, but. \ha War Dapa& W had triad in YaiD to 
ant.le the ftlRa of t.hl laaaabold 1Dt.ereat. !ba •1ot.iat101111 ware 
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tunM<I onr to t.ha LaDd8 Dhiaioo 1n YebruU7, 1944, to a!tact. 
..t.t~t witb tba OWDera or prepare !or trial. 

The propoHd olo111ng o! t.ba well-eatabllahed O.naral Hoe­
pit al co tba an o! the HOond !roat raiHd net. ODl,y a queatico 
o! pollq !or the War Dep&rtlunt, but a queatico o! Yaluation 
!or t.h1e Departaent UICI tha War Departaent. With a great inveataent 
alrea4;r 1n t.he property, 1n ad.d.1t1on to rental to be paid, would 
it be better to buT t.ba property outright anc1 use it until after 
the war, reoapturin& aoat o! the 1nftlltMnt on later aale? 
General Soournll ulted u to uke a special report on that matter 
1n March o! 1944 .m.n I wu 1n Florida co thia anc1 other mattera 
o! buaineea. 

I aubl1ttec1 a report to Geueral Soournll "" March 1.4, 
1944, racm-·...t1ng outright aoquiaitiCD o! t he hotel !or ecCD<aic 
rauCDa, 1n 'liew o! the gnat inftotaent alread,r aac1a 1n the 
propert:r. 

The TnoMII C.-ittee had 1nftat1gated the Florida hotel 

( 

aoqu1eit1one 1noluc11n& the !ll'aaltera Hotel, repreoentatifta o! the 
ec-ittae ha'ling pereonall.J' 'lieited the oraaltera Hotel . Ha'ling 
the Brealtera Hotel case activeJ;y under cona1c1aration, the 1'nluD 
Ccaaittea requaatad a cop:r of a:r report which I gaYe t o tb• aa a 
matter o! couraa, 1nvolvi.ng aa it did a 111am817 or the appraieal I Mm, "• """"' ot "'• --'"~ .., M M-0 ot ' " econcaica o! outright acqu1tit1on. This was oo !larch 30, 1944, but 
auddenl:r realising that becauae of h1a great Hna1t1'1it:r 1n theae 
~:~&ttera, thie aigbt conceiTabl:r be construed aa -teatif71ng" 1n 
violation of the Attome:r Oeneral'• rule requ1r1ne adYanca consulta­
tion, I went to Aot1nt Attorney O.neral Fab;r (the Attorne;r wu 1n 
Florida on Y~Catico) reporting what I bed dane and atating 1! 11r. 
Fab;r cCDaic1ared eo a1nor liD ac~oc1at1on to the Caaaittea u an 
1n!ract1CD ot tbe Attorne:r Oelleral' a rule, I ooulc1 get the report 
beck t.o.c11atel:r. He did ao COI\ad.der it. I there! ore want to 
Ruc1olpllll&llq, tha General CounHl ot tbia c-l.ttM, and recoftred 
the report, altboucb thia wu t.he a.reet tonoallt:r beoauee, o! 
courH, the C.-ittM bad tha power ot subpoena, - and the kn""ledge 
ot a:r 'liait to t.ha !ll'aaltera witb expert appra1Hra, and the aa1t1ng 
o! a report to Sc.ernll wu ... u m....n. 

llr. Halla:r praaptJ;y wrote a !Ol'IUl requaat to the Attorna:r 
Geueral on Tburadq, llarob 30, tor the report, aqing that the dan&•r 
of cloaing the hotel on April 30 naceaaitated setting the report 
~ataJ;y tor such help aa it attorc1ac1 the o.-tttH. 

The Attorne:r Oeneral returned !rca out o! the City the nut 
clq, Priclq, llarob 31, Uld Fab;r turned the aotira utter owr to 
hia. ~ Saturdq1 1Jgo Carui telapbODed the .t.tt.ome:r Oeneral'a 
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inatn&ctione to rq ottiee that I should "teke no further action 
wha~oenr in the Breakera cue•, that •the J.ttomey General hu taken 
the •tter entirely in hie own b&ncle• and that I •ahoulcl write no 
acre lettera or do anything else about it.• 

There wa.o no inqui1'7 u to tho atatue of the case itself. 
If' the 4t torney General had inquired, he eoulcl han cliecoverecl 
tllat Gonl'tiiMnt appr&iaera uployed by IDIIIIbers ot rq atatf were 
in the lllidcll.e of resolving the dif.rerencea ot opinion betwean 
property ownera and the war Department ae to reconstruction coata -
work wllich had to be clone in an:r evant, and could have gone right 
on1 but the whole transaction was stopped in i~ tracks subeorvient 
to llie order. He clid notlling about 1110ving on with the cue. 

Tllia ia the only cue wllich .a ever taken out of rq banda 
and I lean it to the aubeequent record whether the Attorney General •a 
handling o! the attar was designed to aerva the public intareat or 
to aerva hia peraonal vanity. Let ,.. atWMl'ize Ilia conduct as 
!ollowes 

a. He did not comply with t be request of t.hia Colllllittee 
and send a copy oi' 11\Y report. 48 the existence ot t11;f report ~s 
a attar ot ca.oon knowledge, and the auoject o! the Breaker. 
Hctel wae a Jl&t.ter or public cont.rcverey, the Attorney General'• 
failure to turniah the report. only focused attention on it ancl 
inviteCl crlticiallo On 4prll lO, tbe 4ttorney General was at~cke<l 
in the pre a a .ror reruaing to 111bmit the report to the Comad. t.tee. 

The J.ttorney General l'aUecl to recognize a great public 
iaaue on the •ritaJ be eought •rely t.o auppreaa rq report 
(thereby •roly uagprat.ing the iap)rtance o! it - t.be tact.a 
would ban bean dnelopeCl anyw-.y oy tllis Colllll1ttae). Baoarraaaaa 
by tbe at.tacl< in the praeo on b1.e cavalier t.roat..-nt of a Senate 
Ca.lttee, the l.ttorney General IOU&ht a Clevious w-.y or answering 
t.he proaa cr it.icin. He had Cbarleo Paby call t.he CoWlllel ror tbis 
e....tttee aoking bia to withdraw the Colllllittee 1s request tor rq 
report at that tiao. Then tbe Attorney General could and clicl 
blancll7 ioue a atate•nt on Tueaclay, April ll, that the raaoon 
be bed not tu.rniabed the Truman e....tttee a copy o! the roport 
wao bacauae tba "Truan Colllllittee bed nenr requested a copy of 
the roport.• 

b. Senator rra-n, richtly 1nclignant over ouch a lll.astat&Mnt 
by the Attorney General, pro~~ptly aubpeonaod the report from hia on 
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retvrecl \e ., report aa ., •per&OIIal NJIOrt• &Del uaecl tut u a 
rea.on !or h.atioe Depart..llt DOt MllcliA& a repraM!Itathe to tbe 
-tiq. Oil the other lwld be bee! daolAcl tba report to s ... t.., 
TN1w1 ao tbe ll'Omda tllat it wu •eonticlential•. 

Ia re!Uaia« to ae.o.cl to tbe War Depart;Mnt tba •Dl.T .our• 
or ia!eratioa ouhicle tbe War Departuct barlag a clbintareatecl 
'fi~int 1 bia ani•• here were cle!iai tel.T •ntr&rT to the Jlllblla 
iatereat. JaturaJ.lT a boq or etti .. ra _.,.,.d to OCIIl8icler t.ba 
Mt.t.ar, .. Mt\er loow atroq tba iJidi'ficlllal. oGG'fiatiou at •-
of t.b• ~ be iA fa'fOr or rataiaiq tba baapital, -u be ia­
elillecl to feU.. Oellaral s-nell•• p:oo..,aaecl wl.alaaa to alan tu 
baapit..l &lid raatore tba propert.7 t.a ita foraar owner• u a bot.el. 
'l'bere ware ucloubtecllT fair-.illdecl - 1a that group or etfioera 
who ......U ban bad opec lliacle te fellow a cliailltareatecl n~illt.. 

Tba Tl'\llwl c-itt.aa !OWlcl aa a faot that •the Surpoa General 
- lliaiaforwecl * * * wll., be waa told that 011 a Jlllrcban bawl.• 
t;ba propartT woulcl ooat. onr 1',460 per bee!• (or a total coat or 
$4,737 1432) - wlloreea t.ba eo at woulAl ban ltaaa appru:iutel.T 
13,490. !M war ~t. wu \harerore tl-1247,432 \eo hiP u 
t.be Addao17 BMrcl ahould Jtan bae.o. &Del ooul.ll ban baall 1a!eraa4o 

At We Matiq1 t.ha War· Da~t. aubowl.ttacl !ipraa tlaat 
ware aara aatiut .. , wllareaa the tipr .. wbiu woul.ll hne been 
a•a.Uelol• t1'ell \lao IAncle DiY1wl.oa nre baaacl upoa actual illdepencl ... t 
QP1'a1aala liT uperta ..Uo,.ct liT tbia Depart.Mnt wlliob allow 
(~ c-ittM llaport, P• ,, Part 191 JIO, 10) that fer tw 
,aara• Meup&IICT et the betel 1aol11Aia& t.lae .. at et --rtia« te a 
atatiM beapit..l llld tbe coat ef -nrtia« hea a laoapit.al \e a~ 
batal \et.alecl tJ.,.ue,aoo tor two ,.ara, or a aollt. ef ~hl.J' 
1700,000 per Te&r ror the \ft ,aara. 

It aoul4l un b- .s-ut.ratacl that llpoll taldac the prepert7 
1a fee u4 rataiaiJIC 1\ fer tift ,.ara, \ha t.ot.al •lit. buecl •paD 
JleJI&I"-t at .~Utica tipraa nuld ll.an b- alaout. 1703,800 er 
appre:daatel.T 1140,000 per ,.ar iallt.ead et 17001000 per TMl'• All 
at t.llua fae\era ealAl laan '11.- poilr\ecl Mt t.a tit& Addao17 c­
llit.t.M had ..,.._ ~~e ... proeeut who wu able Dd ~ \e peiat. 
thea ..t. - ad a1M t.M taat, allbnquaatl.J' llt.a'-1 liT tb1a ..S.t.t.M, 
that prieri\iaa far hlapiloMa, lin_., w1.r1Da uut at.ber •t•riala 
Wlllll4l ban h ba a:ruW w t..bia llur:larT propart7 to raatore it u 
a raaort llot.al fer llllT tlarM -ill• af tile ,.ar ..au. cit.iMGe aaecl 
tba •- u\eriala \he ,.ar -"-

Jot \e Jtan Mcle tlaia ia!_..t.. anUabla t.a tlaa War Dapu't­
-t; Acl'f1•17 c-ittM wu clat1a1\el.J' •atr&rT t.o the ,.w. iat.arellt. 
aa t.be At.tono•T General•• part 1 aa4 he t.llereliT p&rt18ipate4l 1a iaclu­
iq a ornaaou 4lH1a18D \e el .. e \laat paeral lloapital, abllttiq 4-. 
a ria• .. a. -o•no wl.\11 a apleaclifll¥ erpaiaecl a\a.tf af pllpieiua, 
eut.iq a tlloullld -dad - &114 clepri'l'iai tllouaucla of wllllclecl 
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•etert.A o now otr.uiac baelc !l-oa luropto of tlw oplendid OllYirouont 

&ll4 r&babilitatta« featuree of tble cr.at boopital . 

8. SyplV ltoP'Etr Ditpotal; Mtf4 CoMl\tu httrlDct! 

Ia accordaace with the lx.outi•• Order eet abliahlac a SUrplua Proptort7 

Dlapooal PollCT :Boar4, V1ll B. ClAT\oa waa ~poiahd MaWotrator 

of Surplua Propert7 in Pobl"\lal'7 , 1944. Vlwa l retur110d fro• a trip 

to the Paclt1c Coaot oa .Tuae 2, 1944, I foud t lwt boo bad eet up aa 

.A4YlooJ'7 C...UUM coae11Uac of tlw hN4ll of laad acquiria« acanc1oo 

throuchout the OoYornaent - all except the Lando 01 neloll of tlw 

Departaellt of .Tuotlce , the one ace•cr which hao an oYer~l Ylew 

of all otlwr laa4 acquirtac aconcieo l>•-•• 1t collduoto oonu.na.­

U on proceediaco acd wrlteo opillio101 appronac the Yalldi\7 of 

title. It hao lntlaate tnowled«e of Yaluatlon problem• l lttcated 

ln bna4redo of caaeo la all the otateo and terrltorleo, 

I, thare!ore, called Mr. Cl&Tton'e attontloa to the fact 

the\ t ha LMdo Dlnoioa mtcht b e belptv.l to h1a and learaed that 

he 1d1d aot tnow \hare wu a Lando D1Y1o1oa oYor t here in tlw De­

partaen\ of .TaoUce•. Vhile tha Cbeir:wl of ClAT\on' o AdYl.IOJ'T Coa­

alttee , Col • .T • .T. O':Brlen , thereafter inYi t ed me to oond a 

repreoentat1Ye of the Laade Dlne1oa to ott on the C~ttee, I 

foand 1a the .. ..,uao that b7 the middle of .Tllllll, bade pollcleo 

bad alread, been oeUled ao to tho creat bod, of l&lld not uo1cned 

to ezq acen.cr of GoYOrn.aent for diopoeal purpo"' 1>7 Mr. Cl.,ton1 o 

pre<riou o ordero - aaael.7 acrtcultural , foreot, crasta«, miaoral aa4 

ahcollaneoua lMdo. 

I feud thet Ol.,ton had icnored tlw a4Y1ce of hie own 

J.4YiOOJ'7 Co .. 1\\eo to Uoip qricultural aDd fOJ'O it laDdl to 

the Dopartaent of Acrlculturo aDd ainoral &ll4 cra•iac lande to tlw 

Depart aent of the Interior , and on t bo haoio of hlo .uboequent 

iatorpretatioa of the report of t be Coaatttee , aeolcned thea to B,F .C. 

IYOJ'TOilO with eaperience 1a t he Go.,.raaent1 o baoiaeoe ln laa4o lcnew 

\hat B,r.c. bad no qualifi cation• wbato•er !or the dlapooal of 

acricultural or alneral lacde - ill !act, lto 22 field o!fiOII wore 

ia lnduatrlal and fiaanclal o .. tero. 

I deollaed to oerYo OD the AdYlOOJ'7 co .. itt .. 011 \he crOUAAo 

that thio dechloa repreoen\ed not onl.7 bad co.,.rnaant 'but bad 'buoiauo 

..aapMnt. !he exchance of corr eopon4011Co botwHn Mr. 0~ aa4 

111oelf wao aoe\ r neallac u to Cl.,ton'o prodotoralnatloa to aeoip 

lacdo to R. J . C. lrroopeotiYo of hie Co .. lttoo1 o ad'rlce. 

!heM tach wro cacor all7 tnown arou4 the nriou qanclee 

of «<Y•......,t aDd 1t waa not ....-priolac that the ,_ Ooaatttee 

aaltod for th.a. .Ueo the !act t hat cffioial hieraroh7 or the lfaUonal 

A.,.ociatloa of llaal lot&\e :Boordo had acquired croat iatl-• aa4 

doa1nacoe or at lout two k07 pooltione la Cl&7\oa 1 o o!tl ce needed to 

be polated out lD \he lntere•t• of t ho publ1o veltare. K7 \oot1aoDT 
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on thla acora nipped l n the bu4 a eraat potential acaa4al vh1ch could haYe ratlected c r a• •lr upon thia J4aiaiat ration. 

I vaa caetlcated b7 Actiac Attora•r O.neral 7ah7 the next 110ra1nc vho vaa 1a touch v1 th t he Attorner General b7 lo~~& diataace telephone from the Paoiflc Coaot . Re poiated out quite fr&llkl7 thAt thla V&l •the th1N u- thll heo happened" ( l.e . teat1f71~~& before a Co .. ltt .. ),- oace in the Ilk Billa Patroleu. Beoer.e mat t er, next 1a t he llreatare Hotel caaa , aad nov in SUrplua Propertr, - that aa tar aa he vaa concerne4, it haa "happened 01101 too oftn1 and that he 1 dida1 t care to conalder tho oerlte• . The Attorner General'• Yiew. aa expr eaaed to Actinc Attornor Gonoral 7ah7 o•er long diatance tolepbono u4 t o Will H. Ctarton, VOrt uda srfoct* clear. In rlov of the ote.teaent 1oaued at tlii direcUon CF t&etorner Geural that rq teatifriac before Coacreoaioaal co..ttteea had nothing to do vlth the iuuea betveen ua , I attach a cow of a ma110rand118 of AQCUit 3ht to llr. re.ey, Act1nc Attornq General, ooncerninc thh interrln. 

Hero asain vao t he Attornor Goneral 1 o f~iliar r eaction to &DT teatimonr in Coacreaaloaal heariac•· No queation ao to tha publi c lateroot or the urih troubled hio c l nd, or •r the ri&ht of a Concrt~ooioaal c-tttee to rltal tach at a tiDe Vhen t he Senate wae 1n tbe proc111 of 4rattillg a aurplua propartr diopoaal bill . ?.'he follov1QG eYenta reflect thia attitude! 

(a) I vao ,.....,ned to Hr. 7&!0''• of f ice on AtJ«Uot 23 to reYiev a let ter to be aent to Kr. Clarton 1a re oponoe t o one troD h1a obJectla« t o rq teatlDonr, and eak1ac if it expreaoed rq peraon&l rleva ot the Yi.,. of the Department . ?.'he Attorner General ha4 inotructed AotlQC Attorner Gener al Jeh7 aa to tba contedo of the rtplr to llr. Clarton inelwliQC a line t hat the rleva expreo .. d vera rq •peroon&l1 
rlove oulr" . 

Ra4 hio inatrQCtiona been l iterellr carried out , the Dopart­-t of .Juat1ce vOIIJ.d b&Ye 1n affect dioovned a bod7 of Yal'llllble fact o accumolated b7 ono of ita Aooiotant Attorner General• in the performance of hio publi c dutiea - facta vhich oucht to baoe been aubnitted to the l.achlatln !ranch of the GoYernaent for i te aaoiatazu:e in the 4ratt1~~S ot the Surplua Propertr Diapoaal Law - tach vhich did 1n tact 1ntlu.aee the courae of that lechlat1on and vhieh v1ll n.boequentlr help place 

~
aar a4aiaiatratiYe otatf on the Surplua Propertr D1 Board oa 1\a pard. the 
render 

It vu of courae t.-terial to ... vhetlwr he atated that the rlevo vera rq 1 perooaal Y1ftl onlT" . Mere voN a could not dhaaoociate the rleva of an Aaohtant Attorner General !roe hio acCWDula ted experionoa in land acquiaition. 
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In conwl.t.atlop over the clrattin1 o! the letter written pur­euant to the Attorney General' a inatructiono, a member ot the ot&tt in the Dep&rt.llent inoilt.ed llpon"atrildng 011t the line tl\at rq teot.i-100<\Y represented •porecn&l Yh•a onl.T" - with which I of co..ru con­cllrrecl, not rlehinJ to oee the great Deput.Mnt ot Jllltice pl&eed in auch a weak poo1t1on. 

'llh.n I called tor a carbon copy o! the letter the next dA,T tor rq tlleo, I learned thore 1\ad been a fllrthor dea.Y aa l.!r, F&hy 1\ad written th£t line back into the letter and 1\ad to be ago.in per.....Sed to take it 011t. This was 11101t fortlln&te for the Attorney General, tor the letter waa weak enollJh ao it wae,and wu otronJly atta.cked b)' -be ... o! the Caaittee. 

llr, CJA.yton awot nave been qllite disappointed when the Attorney General's letter tailed to inclllde theoe et.rick.n wordo tor Clatton' o dehnee wae ba.eld largely on thM. He even ao~t to wpply the a118in& line hiuelt by saying that rq hetiaolly repre11nted only rq "poroonal n ... , 

There •• only one real iselle tor both the Attorney General and Clayton• Were the tacte true? 

The ditferences between the Attorney General and rqaelt are no­where better illllet.ratecl than in thia allrJ)lllo proporty ieaue,tor while the S.cret&J'T of .&&r1clllt..re, the ActlnJ S.Cret&J'T of the Interior and other h11fl- l'&llldng o!ficiala of the Ooverflllllllt called to congrat­ulate .. upon the public eerrtce rendered in g1Ying that t.eetl.moQy 1 and the pre81 c<liiiDent waa moot favorable ahorlng a healthy pllblio r.­action, the Attorney General and the Solicitor General, F&hT, were teatllred only in the lobby aheete o! the llational Association ot Real Ket.ate Board• where the At torne,y General ' a letter to Clatton waa dilly appreciated. I am ellrl Clatton felt tl\at the Attorney General 1\ad let hia down a little in not inclllding tho line regarding rq tut.imony beinl lllf"poraonal Yiewa• only hilt. ho ande&Yorecl to allppl.y tbil in hb own teat~. The Senator s t.b.n ll&do it qllite clear that I waa o11111110necl before th ... in rq o!fici&l oapocity ae 4se1at.ant Attorney General who 1\ad been in charge o! the Landa Divieion tor a nlaber ot yean, 
(b) lihUe the Attorne,y General waa mtJc1ng an inapection tOilr on t.be W.st Coaat , a aajor retora 1\ad been acc ... pliehed b)' rq recCXIIMOda­tion to the Senate llllitary Atteire c-u.ttea which 1\ad alked rq vine u to certain te&tllru at t.be allrpllla proporty bill, and the bill tor t.be t1rat tiM in AMrioan hiet.ory proYidecl tor the ball&noe ot arr anty deeclo, thereby uld.nf po11ible a saYing ot a1lliona ot dollar a of the ~ere ' U~My in the ditferenoe between the eale ot warrantee! proporty 
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with warrantee of title and the ule of quitclu-c! propertJ. Bu,rera of r eelt1 tr<a the GoYernaent would eleo eave oenrel 111lllone ot dollar• u eurplua realtT 1e dispoMd of aa the purcha .. or title erldence would in the i aeuanee or warrantieo be unnecesaarJ. 

Upon learning of this provieion in the tiret stat! meeting following the Attome1 General's return, without reading t he Aet, without lmowinc the reaaone or inquirinc into the reaaona tor it -in tact, he did not eftn know that thie proYieion wu the la:w untU etatt meeting, he inatantly conde~~ned it and eo did his uahtant, Jia lloGranerJ, both •curbatoninc" 1 the Attome1 General reproached M tar not eoneulting h1a before propoeing it. llr. l"al\r, as Acting Attorney General, bad cone into the matter and Aeeie tnnt Solicitor Oenerel Cox "-<~ oleo, and rq ..,. in the Lande l>irlaion - t he 1101t taod.Uar with the 111bject aatter ot any Mn in the I>epartMnt ot Justice, had eone into it carefull y, and still he ventured to •curl>­atone• on the aubject and au.mar1ly eondemned the warrant1 deed provbion without knowing an,yt.bing about the aubject. 
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ni. OO!IQ.USIOII 

The forOiO 111: review of principal issues between Attorney OeneraJ. 
Biddle and myself are submitted to est.tJlish that our differences do 
not arise merely !'rom toperacnal incompatib111 tyt• but from dif!erences 
of viewpoint as to baaic principles of inte&rlt:r in tbo conduct a! 
iOYOrment W..iness, and differences a! opinion 111 to makini aTaileble 
to Congressional cocn:. ttees a>a to rial !acta h&'Ving a vi tal bear1 ag upon 
legislative proble::IS and the public .... uare. 

The Cotttm~. t tee abould not assume tbat all of our differences are 
revined i n tbie memorandum. ~ro are innumerable other instances of 
petty, personal anilllosity on the part of tho Attorney Oeneral , which at0111 
froCI his fruetratl.on in the foregoing oaJor issues. 'lbeee are nat related 
here. 

Of course I have been tempted to resi.gn and leave an atoosphere 
deliberately ude unpleasant at every possible opportunity. Certainly 
fflll own economic Jnterests liOuld have boon bettor served by cbini so , 
but where did m.y public duty lie? '!he answor eeemed ?ery clear. I 
bad to reaai.n - at least until I bad ccmpleted m.y job in n1lll\1ni the 
lar&ost Division in the Department a! Justice throu8h tho wu- period, 
eonductiag over ? , 000 condellll&tion casee in acquiring aitoe for war 
purpose• and a bout 2, 000 other cues, and dispensing Cleny llillions of 
dollars to property OWllBra throughout-the country nod the territories. 
l<oroover, ~ estransement !'rom tho Attorney ooneral , wbilo unpleasant, 
waa ac-tual b&lWUctn td tn1}\f;i1!c ~n~~~1Y !Of fii8bh! 
diBtOH&L•' tfll lu bhD-""nemorandum1 tzP:t, because aa a resUlt o! tlic--issues 
llltween 1111A till ltwri!_u_:J1!neral. mt""me alene !,e basic Mtters ~ad­
itiiiitra£" n in., lltiision ifllc'h"'t.6"tl!c!elf'"reoognr.:&d as one or the •at illidfiiiC i.n Ole ~parblent of ~ustioe . - . 

Uy lll)tivee throughout have been and are very siq:>le. We are at 
war to preserw democratic government. Our men are not d;ying to preserve 
poor gOYOmment but to preeerve 1:2..2!! gonrn.aoent - fa1 thlul to the public 
interest, conducted for the benefit of all a! the people. Aa one too old 
to be at the tront, m.y bumble offering in tbie tiao of -r ia to fight 
for good governMOt at ho:ae in all those 1aattere which oroas a:r desk. I 
would happily riek m.y life in doing so a.d, therefore, it CIUSt be 
apparent bow entirely tr1 vial 11 the risk of being •f!.rad" ae threatened 
by the Attorney oeneral . is 
oaai"ble 

Reapeotrully, 

( 1 ) II)RIWI II. LIT'lm.L 

N:lfe~A:I 11. LI'l'l'ELL 
.Ueilltlllt Attome7 General 



)o®.;OfW,IJUll FOR IIR. CllARLES F4h"Y 
.ten liG .l TTatiEY Ol'lfE!l.lL 

I bnve given considerable thought to ·•our severe repri:land of Fria.y mornilJ&, the 18th, in reg&rd to rt;y tastit')1ng before the '1'rw:wl Coa:mittee (Special Co1!111d.ttee to Investigate the National Defense Program} on the 17th, concern in& the disposal of eurplWI real property. It a eflllla to ce ""oily unjustified, and I wish to e-,y why. 

The charge that I "deceived" you is unsupportable and most objectionable to me. I had no cootact whatsoever with the Trwr..an Committee up to tha time when ite eouneel telephoned and asked me to appear to diaCWIO diepoaal of aurplua as I had done before the ~aco Coc=ittee on PUblic Buildings and Grounds, the record of which has since been well circulated. 1 advised that the u t tar IIUat be takmt up with you as Acting Attorney General. The:reatter, a t elephone cal.l from you a dvised that you had a pproved rt;y appearing bafore the Coaoitt.ee. 

While I had ahmm to you a -orandwo re&&rdin& the repurdlase rigllts of prior owner s, int.ended t or the llanaseo Co:l:llll.ttee on Ex­penditures in Executive Departments which was then consider in& H. R. 512$, and for deliver.r to the Senate IU.lltary Affairs Coa:mittee then considering s. 206$, it never for ons moment occurred to me that you llight be confUaed as to the different tunctiona of these committees and tho •truman Committee•. This latter Co=mittee ia not a legislative cOI:IIIIittae but an 1nvaatig4tional co=ittee. It was reasonable to assume, and I did assume, that you not only under­stood this but bad ascertained from counsel for the COIIIIIIittee the subject matter or the inquiry. 

You po1nte4 out thst thia 1a tba •third tt.e• that a s1JI1lar incident had occurred when the Attorney Oeneru was out of to,., -
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first, in the Elk Hllla-t;aval Petroleum Reeerve matter; second, in 
the Breakers Hotel case, and now in the disposal of surplus , -
that this "didn•t just happen•, and that it has now "happened once 
too often• as far ao you are concerned, and that you "di<tl' t care to consider the merite•. 

I have no regrets and no apologioa ~ataoover for any o! these incidents . The public interest was served in every case. llhile I 
regret any personal embarrasaaent that you 11111,y have suffered as 
Acting Attorney General, ! see no real grounds !or your ba'firlg suffered any . The results would have be4!n the su:e whether the Attorney Gen­
eral had been in town omot, 1J1 m;y opinion, for you certainly must realbe that I would be subject to a subpoena to testify before the 
Colllli ttee and ..,uld be in conteapt should I refuse to answer, regard­
leu of .noaa instructiollll I ad.ght be follOlling in that refusal. It was very natural that the congressional eo=mtttees of investigation 
in the three matters to 'llttich you refer should roqueat the presence of one >lho liOuld have the most testimonial knowled$e of the subject 
utter. Having lived very cloae to land acquisition worlc for over 
t1 ve years, with the Lands D1 vision doing the conde:na t.ion and t.i tle work for all agencies (with two exceptions),it was quite natural 
that the llanasco Committee first, and the Truman Coll!mittee now, should have called me to tea tify. 

The Presiaent 1 a letter and order or July lS, 1943, to which you 
referred 111 our conversation, to the various agencies of deperUr.ents of Government in regard to not airing their aifferences o! op1111on 
until they had endeavored to reconcile them, expreaaly excepted fur­
nishing 1:-U'ono&t.ion to c ngreas1onal coliiOittees. Tha President's instructions could, under no circumsW\cea, apply in tne illlltant case. 

In dealiog w1 th a man of the high-ha.nded character of l4r . Clay­ton in a matter eo profoundly affecti.ng the public welfare througnout 
the United States, I considered it c:ost f ortunate that the Tnutan Cccrd.ttee happened to explore recent development. 111 the disposal of 
surplus property. llr. Clayton had overruled not only his om Advisory COICDittee , but also the Secretary of tho Inter ior, Md the Secretary of Agiculture who waa rudely cut off by llr. C}trton with the atete­
..,nt that the utter was closed and the lands had been aasigned. Quite apart from this, ou wat surely reali~e that the Cont.r .. sional 
Coad.ttee had the power to inveat.igate these mattue at any stage. Except for yours elf and the At torney General, tho .reeling ia quite 
unaninous throughout the Government that the inquiry was 01oat tilllely 
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and fortunate and that the rublie interests were ~ell served. Both the Secretary of Agricu1ture and the Acting Secretary of the Inter ior have called me to oxt.lnd congratulations and t hanks for the public service rendered in laving the facta before the Truman Coc:!lli t toe . 

All or this detiO!\Strates that it is quite impossible to avoi d conaidering the merits. 

I am constr ained to submit that the objections Cl8de in the ~t in reg&rd to the above three llllltters have been on too highly personalized basis. It is qui te enough to expend all of one• a energi es i n the public service w1 thout bein& baited Md harassed in "3 own Dep&rta:ent of Govern:en t, upon 'llhicb the handling ot each or the above matters has reflect ed credit . 

NORI.All ~. LITTELL 
AUis tant 1ttomoy Q.,eral 
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Deo.,_. t, l.M6 • ... ,, 
Bl AIIORIU ltaDAL1 
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~ WAR DEPARTMENT 

J OFFICE OF TH£ UNDER SECRETARY 
W.UHIHO"TOK. D C 

9 Deceaber 1941.. 

IIDIORANDII'~ FOR TilE Pi!ESIDEIIT . 

The attached copy of letter wbicb I sent 

t.o the Attorney General on Nove01'ber 7, 1941., Ilea t.o do 

w1 t.h tlts Lit tall • tter. 

RPP1er 

£)>closure 

~p(J;;_tt --
Robert P. Patterson 
Under Secretary of War . 

Trnnkl l n D. Roooovolt Library 

OEGLAs<3!FIED 
OJO I.Hfi. ~2oo.9 <9/27/58) 

Date- :1 -I I - S f 

Stsnature- {?alf ;{ ~~ 

S£CBEl 



SEGREr 
Tho llonorabb 

Tho At torno:r OeneraJ., 
llaehinat.on, D. c. 

Dear llr. Attorney Cmer&l.a 

tor .,. l!if4 

Olio o! tho aoat laport&At l.lldunrl.&.l act1T1t1oo oan.tllcted 
by tho hr Do,.art<:m t 1a tho B&n!or.! £nc1noar Works, located 1n 
... tern 11uhin&ton. Tho proJ ect 18 or a b4hl¥ aocrot nature, 
W>dortakon by tho War O.parta&nt at tho d1ruct1on of tho Presi dent . 
IM.b tho nature of tho work cannot be revn.l.ed, ito iJIIportenoo 
1a 1nd1oatad by tho tact that it hao been accorded top priori~ 
for labor, aateri&J.a , and all noodod tacillt1oa, outra.nkl.ng all 
other procr .... 

One o! tho - probl•• prooonted by tbia d1tt1Cillt j.lt'O­
Joct lo tho aoquioltion or tho ro&.l .. tate required . The .... 
Departout, tor reuons coanocted with allitary oocurlt,t, baa 
boon aoot anx1ouo that tho eondollllation j)J'OCOadlngo be ox.,..Uted 
and tho t\an4o d.1etributed to tho to • ..,or ownara , and &lao that 
thoro be no llllnocouauy publici t:r. Tho Do,.ut..ont ot J111t1co 
haa boon adYieod o! this urgon t nocoui t;y • 

.t.ltheu&h tho doclara~iona of taking on tho •ajcr1t:r o! 
tboeo parcols wero filed during tho allll!llor of 1943, r upOrta UJ.I 
to a abort tao aao show that onl,t 514 final and 335 part1&.l d1s­
tribllt1one havo been lll&do on tho 1394 tracta taken. It 11 ort­
dont t.bat thuo hos beon & aroa t dol&¥ 1n canyina tho .,.rocoodinil 
forward and coneequent co.plainta by thoao ontitleu to clie tri­
llutlon, tbl1l en...angoring t1w ooc w·lt,y ot tho ,.rojoct . 

llr. Lit tell, on aaYlU'&.l provio111 occa£1ona, otet...a tha t 
tho lack or ..,rop-... IIWit b.t nt.ributod to folllt:r liar Dopartaont. 
av,.ra1oall. Our evaluation pOllcioe b&d recoivad th • 1•r1or "J>­
pro ' al or llr. Bornord •• lla.u-r, )'Our l;>eci&.l 4l&Sbt&llt 1n charlie 
of tho oaou. Tho sue group of &,.)lrlliaJra uppraio• d aovor&l. 
other rural. oaricu.l.tural acqlll.aition• 1n Oregon •nicb ~rovud 
hiahll" auaaJeiJM. Since ..,._third ot the ownerebipa acquired 
1n too aDd De~>rl,r 9\lll ot tho l •Mocl aroao wore acquired on tho 
bub ot tho orl.iinal appralo&le , it dooa not aoea r ouonablo to 
a ttribute tho pruent. aituat.ion to tho •p, r&.l54le . 

Franklin D. P.oooevelt Library 

DECLASSIFIED 
DOD DIR. 6aoo.s <9/27/liB> 

oate- ~ - 1 e - .!:.- 1 

81paature- ('ell(;/~ 



SECREf 
Booon:-, to ... t tho doairOB ot tho ilel"'l'tiHDt or JuaUco, the •PF&ill&ll wllJ'O t-ovbed " wan! . !ber<tal ~:-, wbiD tho 11tua.­t1oa no >urtholooo apl ouou to b&ve ruched an .~.a,.... •• , Oenoral lloMrnll arr&Jii"CC a ... Uq bet ... an III.Jor Gonoral J. , R, Grovoo o.nd Colonel J obn J. 0 ' 8r1on o.nd llr. Littell at !OI.lcao. laat .l.,ril. At thia •••t1116 the pri or a,..,raill&lo ••ro oonaidored a.nd we au-ed to and adopted all ot llr . Lit.t.e.U.' o rocaa;:,.nJa.iooa &a to "oviAd ap,n.J.II&lo and ••tboda ot proco.,.uro. To oliain&t.e dola;ra, our roprountat1Yoa aoqul.oaood 1n llr. l.itt&ll ' • w,;.. .. at.ion thet tJw top 1ia1t. of aot.t.l.-..nt.a be inerMI d &Ad tho~ tho ropnaon~tiv~a on tho grOillld be ai'I'ID nooeaaarr autlloriv. A .-oro.Mwa ot ~ a ta"'"oa, 1n ita tinai fora dratt..od b,y llr. 1.1ttoll1 wu exctw>rd aa a r aul t. ot the Aprll uot.ina to aono u a ,.,oral cuJ.de or atat.aunt ot pollciea. !be ..anu>elua aolalowlodged thAt thoro~ woul4 be IP"i&l. problaaa for 'tlbJ.ch tho cuJ.cio wo.W! ba ina..'"luat.a o.n4 it wa1 at&t.ed thAt " ollch opooial probloaa ohoul4 be tho U\lbJoct. of f\lrt.bor cOAtoreccoo and opocial cocaidoratioo.• 

l'le lloped thet the llllderaw.u.n., r ... ched n thiG •••tinl wO\lld rea\llt. 1n ace lera\od pro~ruol 1n oet.tlinl tho •~••• and that anr additiODal prob-...- o.ria1n., wow b• ruolved tbroucb Joint cona\llt&t.ioo. Our bopo, bowev >r, w .. a oot realized . 
On October l3, aix aont.lw att.tr th& J.prU •• .. tin;~ , llr. l.itt.al.. , withoUt yr•lla!na'7 ccnault..Uon witb \l81 .. p)At•..r•d 1n tho Un1 t.ld St&t.eo Diat.dct Court. at !aldaa an.! .uaaJ.tt.td a at&-t. 1n which be rl"t'inod t.bo bUtol')' or tbo acqul.oit.ion , crit1ohed th~ War Dopart.Jant•o bandlins th&root, ...... at&~ thet our a..,....,UII&lo wore oo tar below tho aet.w.J. va.l\loa that ho could not contio\lo to t.ry the ca .. • llllt.ll bAt ba.1 r-xaa.ino<l tbe appraill&la otl oach o! tho 721 e&Aao r~. In tho atataaont ho aloo •ttacked t.bo Jurioa i'or p& .. ioc tlolld ... oj\ldica 11oM partban po •• -t.ical biao . !bia r.ct.1oc waa obYiou.e.cy 1neooapet.iblo with euanUal a1U tary oacl11'1 V, t.ba need tor which hall bHn oar .tla.l.l.1 ox.;.lldlled to bia. Ilia atawa""t to t.ba cJIIrt. twa r.ellit.ad in a cuno.l. •. ar•bla -t. ot lllldoair .. blo p~&bllciey oooc~rninc " ,.reject n.ich the p, ... 1c)ont; bu 1•uaoaa.Uy diructed ltilolll4 bot ll.l..onbt.ad wit.b tbAt \ltaoat aocrecy, In ad.Ut.1oc, the at.t.aa,>t to ..J.ac...clit the War ~par'-loot' • appraioal poUc1oa and acqul.a.l.t.ioc Mt.boda b.u t­oroued t.ba p11blio iaprt111ioo thAI. tho t.ooo ~pa. -Ui ar· •t. odda OC land )oW'CMSOD • 

llhUo llr. l.itt• U ' a AOt.ioc ao:J DOW l.l&d to aotU.Cta at incr ... ed pric .. , there ~~- no roa.oc -, th1• r a\llt oollld not b&'t'l ba., aooot~plhbacl ""l•~it.iwol,y tlolld orit.bollt p~&bllciey clurin• tbo lA t ail< -t.ba 1n "-4! •riDe• w1t.b q , Lt.at April 

• 
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we had "4!ree.1 to al.l. the points uubmJ.ttod by the Depurtmont of 
J ustice and wo would hnvo boen more than wLllin~ to roviow the 
a ppra.io&la again at any time. 

I 1111 constrD.inod to proteat the cathode and publicity 
r oaortad to by llr. LittaU as I bo.U.ovu the "bjectivG we bad in 
mind of a pr0111pt I Bttle"ont of th~ c&IIUo coul.d havu been obtained 
thro\l&ll cooj)Orut ion, in11 tow! of by a , ubllc Hiring of al.l.egod 
difforoncea botwoe~ the Dopartmont a in contravention of oxprooaod 
axeouti'te pol1c:r . In li.)lt of our agrou~unt of laot April., this 
wo _ld hava heon uncal.le~ tor in ~ cuae, but bocauco ol aocw:!t¥ 
con3idornt1ons in the pro;ent ins tance is particu:lu.rl./ untortwuu.e , 

Inola 
llemo of Agrooment 4/?.4/44 

:Coura aincorely, 

Rowrt P. P&t t.orson 
Und.or Soerot&ry of War 
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' THE v. ;of iTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

December 17, 1~• . 

G!: l:M.L •1A ~SO:I: 

Will you arrange an apoo1nt-
mont tor 

nnd Bill 

T HE WHITE HOU S E 
WASHI NGTON 

Do you wish to hllve the appo1ntn:ent tor the Attornty ~eneral and ~eneral O'Dwyer? You "ant ed to Me them r e Duo1neky and LloerPl Party, Bnd general situat ion in New York • . 
You sent up wora you wished t o see the Attor-ney General and General O'Dwyer, re N. Y. eltuet1on. \loulo. you oare to see t hem t hi s week? 12.- 2,o _Iff 



... 

lJ:!ot f'e @ C I :J :!;­

Dececber ll, 1944 

I ha'>e your aemorandll.'ll about Da\id ll\j)l.rosky'a latter, whl.ch I 

return . Sa:r.uel :loore And .!.lex Rose, both la•rs of Dubinsky •a Liberu 
?arty, c.,., to ae<> ce tc •"6aeet AJ.t~e the other ~. 

M!o2. 

I don ' t tl:dnk Al..fange would co . I .t'eel vary str<ll'lgly, however, 
that the Liberu Party should have representation i n tho office. We muat 
bo care.t'ul tc avaid a tl.ght Tlith Sidney H1llman1 a group and I think illlange 

wD:l).d be a red rag tc the L:lbor Party, 

. I d:l.acussed the matter at lo..,gth the other ~with Bill 0 ' Jll1)0r. 
He thi!U-.a t.rut 1'a:::"Jany i s ;'r ot.ty well washed up, wit.1 nothirGla!t but a 

shell) that you, or solllOOne ropresentl.na you, ohould send for all the groups 
and tell the: they O\liht tc got tcgethor on patron&&• - tbat the only 
question 11ns the question of tho liberal. approach in t:cm Yorl< for t ho next. few 
,,-cars. 

Bob loagner and Jim lolcad arc both prosa.i!lil me tc appoint lolcOohoy, 

who was Ji:II_C:;ally•s u eistant, md who is r ow Acting Uni ted St.; es Attcr:-.oy. 
lolcOohoy 1o a 0;ood can without much ios,;ination, and wouli.l be accept.lblo but 

not outstanclino; • 

..c1 Ennis , 1-bo used to be in the office and who is now liith ICO, 

would be acco, tDHe tc both el<> vmts, .1. tllin)( , 

We m:41ht Bl.so tbink ot Epstein fOttlCr}Jr ~~licitor Oeneral of !low 

York St.at.o 'lho is to.ll:od About for -83 •r or .Jovomor • 



/ 
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:.!eoortmdum tor tllo J>residont J:ecmbar ll, 1944 

Wilen Woolsey rosignod !roo tho District. Cnurt in l4w Yolic tho 

place could not bo tilled Wldor the toms oi' the Statute. Bob riO,'! nor Tdll 

introduce " bill creating a new Ju<%:a in tho next session . Tbl.s court i s 

weak and I think we should put 1n a really tirst r nto mn. 

I should like to d1eoU3s this with you on your rowrn; and 

perhaps bring Bill 0'll''l'"r along, 11" you ~rould like thio. 

Respectfully yours, 

Francie Biddle 
Attorney General 



T• '•phon• 
CoLuw.•u• ~-7000 tllf w1 h 

eab •AM,..•• 
ILGWU • NEWYORX 

.. ~ Twc• \ , .. [rllll):. nrc I 2 
~~ uwu.i INTERNATIONAL 1\tC 

~ .. 0 • ;/ LADIES' GARMENT 

DAVID DUBI MSKY. ............. 

The PreSident , 
Franklin D, Roosevelt , 
The V•hite Bouse, 
b.shington, D. C, 

Dear llr , PreSident 1 

WQRKERS' llJNJI0N 
· · ILGWU BUILDING · · 
1710 BROADWAY. :NEWYORJI.l&. N.Y 

November 25, 1944, 

I am addressing this letter to you from 
New Orleans, where I am attending the annual conven­
tion ot the American Federation or 1abor, at the request 
ot the l eadere ot the Liberal Party ot New York, 

The history of our young party, ita contri­
bution to the recent campaign, and its plana and hopes 
for the future are , doubtless , we l l-known to you, llr. 
President , We want to consolidate the political means 
by which those great benefits with which you h&ve endowed 
t he plain people of America will be protected and enhanced, 

This representati ve group or organized liberals 
and laboritee, we believe, are entitled to consideration 
and encouragement that would enhance their standing and 
prestige . V.ith this though t 1n mind , t he leaders or our 
party have requested me to submit to you the name of 
llr . Dean Alfange aa their suggestion tor the office or 
United States Attorney for tba Southern District ot New 
York, an assigtment which I gladly and cbeertUlly pe r f orm. 

llr. Altange is known to you, Mr. Pres ident, He 
waa a Democratic can:l1date tor Congress, wi tb your support , 
in 1941 , and our candidate for Governor in New York in 
1942, Hie book on the Supreme Court of the United States 
received the Theodore Roosevelt Award. He is an out­
standing l i beral and an eminent jurist, 

I s incerely hope, Mr. Pfeai dent, that you will 
consider thie suggestion. I may add that I already spoke 
to Senator ~agner concerning it and I am confident of his 
support . 

Very respectfully yours, . 

~b~ 



OOffiu Di.tftt~hmtti <&nura:1 
'IIU!yinghm,'J.Ql. 2S 

DKaber 22, l~ 

Ott Aqun :n.at, you wrote,.. tbat Bel Lon&)!Hn bad re-nded Bdorard J . 
llania tor Koll&ll¥'• placa u Ulli.t.ed St.tea .lttomay for X... Iol1c, end on Ootober 
24t.h cl4 2St.h, 1011 asaln qpat.ed Jmrl.a, •¢DC 1011 bad beard ... u at bU. 
I • ...tum1n1 ,our .-orand.e. 

Bnnb ia r.8lq tl.rat re.te. Be i a YOWl&, act1 w , and waa trainad uncial' 
Jcbn Clahill ill the oftica. Sinca then he baa worlcad for • • lou will note 
Harold Idcea• encloeed .-orandua to you in wh!.ctt be atatea "be 1a an eli!Nl.lalt 
~r end a - of fine oba.raotar. Be 1& an intellillnt liberal. • 

I called Leamad BaDcl )'&&~ and be told ae that be oonllicler.d Bania 
bad UDWJUal ab!.l1 v .,d oo~lete 1nte¢tr. I bel1ft11 that tbe Liberal 11'011P 
'M)uld be pl .... d with hia appoint.nt. I know that t.he .&LP bad «)•tbin& to do 
with Lou&blln ' a andora~t. I tbilic be would be aecaptable tx> L&Ouarcti.a. 14 
Pl,ynn ralaed an objeot1oo wbat be heard that llmia -• be1Q11 eonaiclered on tbe 
grCNDd that loaia liwd in But Orw~~• · Tb1a ia not the fact. ll1a fud.l7 UMd. 
to lift there, but for -.D7 ,..era be bu bMo 11~ an~ Tot.I.QII in llanbattan. 

Bob lfapr bu fomall;r eocloraad Jcbn F . ll~:y, the ~t Firat 
Aaaiatant. In q opinion lloOoboe7 do .. not oo~ to Bnlli.a. Moreover, I aa i.A­
fo:.ad that he lifta in Loag Ialand, tJ1ou1b be u.y baw eou techll1e8l reaidlr>oe 
i n..., Torte . 



_. of t 101 OFr A":._ 
~ ..., .. ..,.tO __ 

TH& WHIT E HbUU SEP l-~ 
WASHIHGTO~ 

A•Jt:"tlt ~1, 1 .... 

111;: A7TORllL1 Gr::::l'\AL 

He 111 not llf\ Ortlln1%.ttt1on PtiOOo r~t, 

but tl1~/ tt'l ne he 1& yount,~ f\nd 

Pct.!..v., nnd hAo worked for you 

UIW~J" John C,.hlll. :lou m1r.ttt t e.lk 

to •• abou~ 1 t a::n:.e dAy . 

F. D. n. 



T HII WHITC HOU8C 

WA8 H I NOTON 

f 

1l ,Ull,rktom at>:>ut 
t Js? 

J . .. . .. . 
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OOPY 

.luguat 30, 1944 

IIBIDRAHIXII IO!i THB PRBSI IEHT 

Bon, bu anlpPOint..nt t.o aee ,ou t.o.,now and that M will 
talk t.o ,ou about tM ca.inc T&C&DC7 in tM oft1ca or u. Onit.d 
Stetee .lttarne;r in !lew Yorlc, 

JimllcNall;r, tM preeent Onit.d Stetea .ltt.orMT-
an ameu.nt .., - 11 t o M naoinated tor o,. ot the State Supr­
Court ftoanciae, 'l'bia is the reeult of pre18ure rraa the .llllerican 
Labor Part;r. lAughlin rlll probabl;r waeat •• llcNall;r•• IIICce .. or, 
Jobn r . L llaOobey, llclfal~'• nr.t .l .. iltant.. lioweftr, thia bu DOt 
'beeo aleared nth &<! fi,Dn 'llbo ia at preMDt in California or with 
tM .a..r1can Labor Part;r 'llbo u;r ldok U the;r are not oonaultecl. 

I ngpat tharerora, that ,ou liatan to Lou&blin but. do not 
agree to hie oaDdidate UDt.U I han bad ., opportwd. ty ot dia ouasiJI& 
the appoin~t with ,ou. It ia, ot couraa, a ftr7 t.portant 
appointant and .loL.P. bold the balance of powr iA N .. York state. 



'~,,o,.. l?l; 'rc 
THC WHITE HOUSE 

WA8HINGTON Cl 2ti I~ 

Y r 4 I-.0Plc3 have 5\ll .. UtCli \11 

e tut muU~ or Edwu.rd Ennis ror tJit 

U. 8 . IIC.torncy vacomcy lrl lh • Y~r • 

t.u r be b a. v, ry booo .:.an. .111 

. . ... . ft . 



THE SECRETARY O F THE INTmiOR 
WASHINGTON 

S£P 

1 • teu ._, t1w ._Ten ..... D--u• •.-s•u• 11u -..... llr. a.u& a.u. ,_ .... b ... , .. ~"' .............. ,_ ... ...... lllevte• If ._ Tift. lire a..le llu watrM ~~~~ 1tnola11 el tlll1 lllpu'tr ' ea a ...._. et- ,..~. '"' .. 'ac tM .n1a1 w etwatt• 1a ..ut ..a -.. '• ua --•ta• .,....._ 1e 1a u -u•• ~ 1111& a - at tiM h ..... le ta • latellltlla' U'-"'1. 

~~-~L.""' 
.._.'-7 fr • t.an ... 

• 
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Edw&rd J. Innis, born December 4, 1907, age ,36. 

femllyz llother and Father, !.lr. & lira. Patrick J • .Ehnis and brother, 

ll'illiol!l 11. l!bnie , now residing et 122 Holland Road, South Orange , N. J ., Iriah, 

Roman Catholic. 

I!!Oidscez 28 West lith street, llanhettan, lOth Aee«<lbly Diatrict, 

Registered Democrat , now li'lin& temporarily at 2121 Virginia Avenue, H.W., 

Washington, D.C. while in Washington with the Govemment . 

!ducatioo• Columbia University Law School, LL.B. 1932; Seton Hall 

College, B.s. , 1929. 

Proreaaiona1 Experience• 

1934-19)7 - Asaistant United Statu Attorne:y, Southern Diatrict or 

New York, appointed b:y United states Attorne:y llartin Conbo:y. 

1937-1939 - AttomeT in Orrico or Solicitors General Stanley Reed 

and Robert H. Jackson (notr Aeeoeiate Justices of the United Statea Supr­

Court) sgaged in arguing eeeea in the United Statea Supr ... Court. 

1939-Jul:r 1941 - Aaaiatant United States Attome;r for the Southern 

District of New lork in eherge or the Civil Divis ion and Adminietrative 

Aeaiatant under United States Attorney John T. C&b1ll . 

Jul:y 1941 - DecOIIIber 1941 - General Counaal, Ianigration & Natural­

ization Service of the Depart.o.nt or Justice in Washington, D.c. , appointed 

b:y Attome;r Oeeral Francie Biddle. 

Decellber 1941 to preoent tiM - Director or Allen l!h..;r Control and 

Aclzlin1strator of Foreign Truel Control in the War D1v1eion of the Depa.rt..lt 

or Justice in eherge or 1ntemMnt, parole, repatriation and other control 

or alien s..tea and other 1nt emal aeourit:y proeedurea. 



-2-

1942-1944 - Special Aeeietant to the Attorney Generel repreeenting 

the War ~t 1111d the C'omrrullng Generele in the conduct of litigation 

in Hawaii and on the Weet Coallt involving the conatitutionality of martial 

law in Hawaii and the evacuation of the Japmue troc the Weet Coallt . 

11&7 1944-JulT 1944 - Acting Head ot liar Divieion, Dep&rt&ent of 

Juetice, iaahington, D.C. 

Qther activitie• and aeeoc1at1onel 

1941-1943 - Proteeeor of Conatitutional Law, Catholic University, 

Waehington, D.C. 

llllllber of American Society ot International Law; American Academy 

or Political and Sociel Sciance; American Council tor Democracy. 



THE WHITE" HOUSE 

WA.$MINGTON 

IIUOIWIDU.ol FOR 

T-.. ll,'O;tit..'l' O.DE.B.A.La 

SO'fir<i!l reorll a.a.Ye •UC,68\t0 to 

:1e tt1• T...i~O e f £dtr&.rd Jo!t • .ola tor ltlt' 

U . .. . •· tf.o'!'f.t:i' ''uermc., ir11 tu.;~ ~('r • 

I l .C.l!' h'J i s • vnry aooo ma n . ,.,ill 

)•.)1.1 lot oe Y.now w~t. you t."Uru.? 

P.L.H. 



• 
-- 11 Ootober 1944 

Dear llr. Pr .. iclat., 

U 1 11M DOt. Hrnd 1q "tiM" 1Uida' 70U toa~,1 -ld beciA • 
liT ...,utc t.bat. 1 bated t.o bo\M7 1W aloaa\ aaell a at.ter 1A •UaN 11M 
\lleH0 oooiiDd t.baD 10 J'i&bt. ... Jbt. 1 kDR paopa will -'Jlalaaa bCit.bar 

,_ aloaa\ t.ba WI'GIIIIdlld ~ a~w,ao 1 will Juat. 10 allae4,aa,1A& 

1 =]J! clo ba\a t.o clo it.,bo&t. .. ·' 

111 pollt.ioa u ~ al.- t.ba iAondible o-.i.alJ¥ baw--. 
It 1q "bot. elope" 1a J'i&bt.,t.ba iaoradillle bu baJII*MCI wi\11 nte .... oe 
t.o \be u .a. A\t.orDa7 -., 1A ._ Yon(MoJ!ellT h I01AI CD \be baDcb), bo&t. 
t.ba "'&a&l• h &IMaat. t.o taul up \be 1Acradible. 111 brief,_, baa 
eacloi'Md a o&Ddicla\a t.ba\ 1a .)lat. J'1abt. d~ TOUI' alla7• I cloll 1t. pnt.aa4 

\o IIDow _, T-., did •• it. at.1ll bu 1q -til opao,,,but. be 1a a "aatuftl.• 
tor t.ba Job. He ai>CDld pl- t.ba JUdpa,Uia ._ Daal8n,oert&1Al.T t.ba 

4t."-T Gacanl,-..4 alooft all t.ba la.,..n. SentnalT be pl-- t.ba 

poUt.ioiau. He 1a - hip wi\11 aiMIItr Blll•n llbo ..oa &DdorMd Ilia tor 
•ac• lfou.r A«htntat.rat.or. I abould JmR •• I oiMakad Ilia tor TOU but be didA't. 
ban AliT iat.er .. t. 1D t.ba Job. 

Tbia p&I'ICOII,t.hi.a Daniel - t.o .)aci&Mct.(ba raa1lT ia,u a Mt.ter 
~ taat. ) 1a ldard llaraia,- 1A \boo O.~t. ~ oluat.ioa. He ia a ,radut.a 

~ C&\bolic Seboola ADd ot JWI' old:.- Sabool,Cot.bia. He aa pod 

•CIIIIl t.o be aalHt.ad u Wdp llatwa'e MOI'&\u7,Md 11M oUiaft ot Mant..'e 
-~aa,piakad up-. ot bie boH1 e t oiblea. He \bao -t. iat.o t.ba 

U .a. 1t.t.ome7' • ottioa ADd apant. MDT TMI'• tllera ,&DdiAI up u AaiDbt.rat.i n 
4aaiat.IIDt.. Hi a appo1A~ -lei be a "'lloakout. • 1A t.aru ~ t.ba ..,rale 
~ t.ba ottioe. Be apaa - tiM ill t.boo Sollci\or Ocaftl'• ~tioa,&l"pi.D& 
a..,_ Caart. - ... OcaNl Co•n•l o1 t.ba ~u .. Mil lat.unliaat.ion 
otti•• S1noa t.ba ..,. 111a bU beaD Diract.or ot 4llaa IDnT Coort.rol,cloiDI 
\be Job CD ol•,l'ar na,.W. 

Be 1a a C&\bollc ADd an Iri.-.a,bo&t. abon aU,ba 1a a t op Dnt.ob 

~.• aat. aboft t.ba pa\~ wbo ban lllald d- t.ba ottioe t.11oo piA 

tn ,_,..,&ad t.bat. 1a Dot. idle pi'&1M boo-aaa t.ba7 ban baM &oodo lloat. 
lilt anaat. ot all,U -.14 n.op a ti&ll\ bat no~~ t.ba De; rt \ ~ Juat.ioe 
ADd Ule poUUol.au(I u- t.boH at.1ll co .. , ..... t.a-p I ban latt.Jbopa 
.. ...,..,.,) . I ,._,\laiR llllat. t.ba A.O.•e ~ ot 'IUw 1&. I aa- boo 

bu.,_ lrnookS•a .s- t.ba ._. t.o OcaNl •t-•• ~- \171111 t.o •t. 
1W t.o 10 al.oaa wi\11 T&IIMftT. U boo baa1 \,ba1 a .)lat. ao uMd t.o ti&II\1Aa 
f-.,,llM •• &ood libaftl.a clo,t.lloot. be bun1 t. &topped t.o •• al>at. boo 
1a ti&ll\ina alMa&(, 

'IIIia ia t.ba tirat. u.a 1a a 7001' Mil a balt I ban t.riad t.o •..u 
,_. a 11111 o~ poc~a. It. u ....u, -"~> u. n 1a ...,....17 a nolat.icll ot 
t.ba -"S.t.at.ioe tor l.owl, Lt.. (Jih t.o wi\a \llo C dr iA-Ql.of Qoo&t. 
pollt.iollal a~t.a bo&t. I • 11 ban t.o t.alte t.lloot. Clbanoo. 



The war 8i1ll goea nll aDd ebcalld go better ebortl.J' out bare. Tbie 
is tile inaid.a word in c&H 7011 're DOt getting it !rca Jia ForHet&l.. 

Gooc1 lll.ck in 7C1Ur cca!Jig date with tile llaD in tile lllaa Serge Suit. 
I .. eo !er an7 I e&~~'t gat a &<>Od picture ot 'llbat 1e aoing aa. Tile •F&J.a• 
da!aaM pl .. uda a great hit 011t bare. I rather wieb Tbcau I.Dnar wre 
a -re colortv.l cbar&cter eo be WCIUld get tile people all excited bac.lH 
1! tba7 get. axcitad t.lla7 Tote aDd 1! t.lle7 Tote tba7 YOte !or 7CIU. 

I daYCIUtlJ' bopa tbat J'OU. are tile 1111n to ll&ke tile puce, This et.u 
u 111cb !rca rq diat.l'llat. in tba Prosae~~tor ae it do .. in tq deYotion to TOll• 
I abCIUld t.ll1nk st&l1n aDd tba PriM lll$niater ~ gobble Ilia in two bitea. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.,. ...... 18, 11&&. 

tA AI!Oiilf I 

roa mva • 

r.u.a • 

• 
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IIIIY14 llft47 •• bon ta Dutlu, llol'th Oal"ollna, oa h17 18, l8f'P. In ep lte of hh IJohh DaM be le a lew. 
le .. oe1Yed h1e A.l. &eeree tro• trtn1t7 Oolle,. (now Date OB1Yere1t7) 1n JUDI, 181?. 

II •• rradllated troa Ool-bla OB1Yirelt7 Law lehool 1n llaae of ue1 an4 41D'lllc tile peP1o4 ueo-21 be eened oa thl Board o f 1:4Uon of tile Oo1aabla Law Rn1ew. 
le •• ella1tte4 to tile Bar of till ltate of lew 'fort aDd tiM l'edenl Ooarte 1n lloYnber of 1111!1 and 11 now a ••ber ln cood etandlng of tbe Aaerlean Bar Aeeoelat1on , ••• York l ta\e Bar Aeeoelat1on1 .. , 'fort Ooant7 La¥71re Aeeoo1at1o n and tbe Bar Aeeoolat\on or the 01t7 of .. , York. 
Darllle tbe period of 1111!1-:12 8n47 Mned flret ae a law alert 1a till offloe of La..r ....., , \hn ae an a11oelak to llarUn w. Littleton aD4 t.aaar llard7 and f1nal17 ae a •11blr of till f 1ra of llal'47 A llar47. 
Durlng the per1od 1932-38 8rad7 praot1oed alone vnder h1e own naM. 

lD 19:58 Ill be- till aoU•• Iliad of tile fl.N o f lt..p110n, 8ra47, lloonan and l:autaan, of whloh flra be 11 eUll a ••ber. 

lD 1941! be wae oo-1111oned a llaJor, ADS , Ohlef ot the Oooupatlonal D1Y\e1on 1a till .., 'fort C1t7 Bladquartera of 8eleot1Ye Senlce. In thle oapaoltJ be eened as the rlcht band .. n of Colonel Artlaar 'f. llcDea.ott, the head ot tiM 8eleot1•e Sen1oe Orsan1zat1on 1n lew York Olt7, and 1n lloY•ber , 1943 Ill we adYanoed to the rank of Llnhnant Colonel and aade the ezeout1•e off1cer of tile lev Yort C1t7 offloe of S.leot1Ye lerYtoe. 

8ra47 bu an unutnaal per110nal1 t7, -b1n1Dg t ile chal'll aoqall'ld troa bh -them MCII:«road wUb a 4Jaaalo 41'1•e f or pttla« thlll«• clone. ao~ la t&e praot1oe of law an4 1n the aa.lahti'IUon of h1• pr11ent cblUee be M.e llll'lled a reputation for oatetand1~ fa!rne•e ln h1a deallnga wlth people and he 11 •a1•11'M117 Ubd b7 -ber• of b Bar •• well a• b7 ••bere of tile Jwcllolai'J. 

I 
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~~ ~~ ~biO-~· ~~ 
~ (,..aw J...tU .LwiJ~ ~ ~ 1_ ~ JI:'U 

c:;wJ. ~~· David Bra<\y was born in Durham, North Carolina, on 
J uly 16, 1897. In spite of hio ;rt-iah nao:e he is a J8'11', ~ 

He reeei ved his A. B, degree from Trinit y Collep 
(now Duke University} in June, 1917. 

In World War I he served as Seaman 2/c in the United 
States Naval Reserve , 

He waa graduated from Columbia Uni veroity Law School 
in June of 1921 and during the period 1920-21 he served on the 
Board of Editors of the Columbia Law Review, 

He was admitted to the Bar of the State of Hew York 
and the Federal Courts in November of 1921 an:! is now a member 
in good standing of the American Bar Association , New York State 
Bar Association, 11811' York County Lawyers Association and the 
Bar Association ot the City of New York, 

During the period of 1921-32 Bred;{ served first as 
a law clerk in the office of Lamar Hardy, than as an associate 
to IIArtin W. Littleton and Lalnar Hardy and finally as a member 
of the firm of Hardy & Hardy. 

During the period 1932- 38 Brady practiced alone under 
hia own name. 

In 1938 he became the active head of the finn of 
Simpson, Bred;{, Noonan and Kaufman, of which firm he is still 
a D!llmber. 

In 1942 he was commiasioned a llajor, AUS, Chief of 
the Occupational DiYision in the New York City Headquarters 
of Selective Service. In this capacity he served as the 
right hand man of Colonel Arthur V, llcDermott, the head of 
the Selective Service Organization in New York City, and in 
November, 1943 he was advanced to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel 
an:! made the executive officer of the New York City office or 
Selective Service, 

Brady has an unusual personality, combining the charm 
acquired from his southern background with a dynamic drive for 
getting things done. Both in the practice of law an:! in the 
administration of bio present duties be baa earned a reputation 
for outstanding fairness in hie dealinge with people and he i~ 
uninrsally liked by 1D81Dbero ot t he Bar as well as by members 
of t he judiciary. 

J "'-/ IS/'t 
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, . THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

'( 
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j'~ 
January 1, 1945. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

I think thil il O.K. 

Will you clear him 1n the usual 

way and send the nomination to 

me? 

F. D. R. 

'l'r'lllsmitt inl!. memorandum which th~> President 
rec~ived f r om the Attorney General on 12/26/44, 
the carb6n of which has been retained for our 
files . 



'1111 ller ... 1944 

OlD ~'-r 61 I ~t. 701& a _,...._ ~ t.bn JOU 

appala w.;a. wr •-Val&, ot M 1hh, a t-r PzemcMIIt. ot \lla .a.r1cu 

Jar uuaau.on, w ten -..an 14Uall•• ~. aa4 )'Oil rn..med it. 

W - 111 \b UMI •..,..UOD tllat. I iiPNk W ol"-7 B) .... Md tb-' ~u Ulk 

allout. 1t. ... '" ....... 

1 ... ,. t.allred • .n..r a,.,.. ancl be Uli... Ala.UOQI WI:MlA! 

be tint. NWe 

I \blDk U. e.ld be a IIINltril,r t.ldQI t.o -.M1 up t.be - u 

- u C •c u • m•• Ot oou..a, ArMtzooDc aq ll)t be w:t.ll' D& 



-·P~~ 
• THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 4, 194& . 

MEMORANDIJM FOR Tit:: PRE I DE"T : 

Littell 1s ~emand1ng ot 

the Attorney Gen ral the for~al 

removal ot office order ~1gned 

by you . It 1s attached with th1e 

tHe . Do you wlen to s1g~ lt tor 

hi m? 



f 

y 

• ~.. •• lolttell 
u.ln.\ uw_, I al • ., a••· •· a. 
~ir : 

Yotir •r her b TP aov< d from the ofr ice of AMi•'-' .,..,....., 
al at tile llllW Ita._. 

!<KANKL l N D. ROOSEVEL~ 



I 1!05 IIOJ!IWI M ;.1 M'll.l. 
DIPA.~:l!!JIT OJ' J11ST1 C:O: 
l.lS!!1 NGTO!I !) C 

lloY.29 , 1944. 

1 UGBI'I' TO DAJI T!U.'I' YOU UYJ D!CllJIID TO II::S1GN .lS ~D!S!Kil JY YCO! SOPDIOB 0711CIII, T!ll .l'r.ORIIU OJII'IIW. OJ T!ll Ulll!:ID S'U!U. unJit T!ll C1BCUKSWCIS 1 Jolt CCICPJW.ID 1"0 IUMOU YOU .lS .lSSIS!AJI! .t.'n'ORJIIT OIH!W.. PIIISOJW.I.T, 1 .t.M 50.!1!\T TO UYJ TO DC THIS l1l Vll'l OJ YOUR LOIIG SIRYl~ TO 'ID GO T"J!!IIOOII'I'. 

JIWlD.ll D IOOSI'BI.T. 

' 
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IID01UGUil roa 
TBI Anouu ClllllAL 

I .. 418\n .. ed that U111 •Uor ot loi'UD LUMU 
1- to baYO lOt J.ato Ul !QaiiOo Jlua1 oboll;( UVUOOII.I 
M&t.r• .... to bawo - J.a\o 1t. 

1 do oot J.aMDd to ·~ U\o \baa Ul4 I .. \oW tbd LUt.U wwlll baYO liMe obo~ •Willi L, NI11D 1t p.-
a lUUo UM. Alao, l Ul1U ba 11 bllr' lleMue )'ft M14 •-WAI to h1ll abcNt 110t JlaYial uq oGDt14-• 1a b11 iahl1'1tr. 

r.~, I UI1Ail &be ... -.,. ll •• of J.a...,_UII111tr lie'- 1• ... b1a. U OCNU llo a J1\7 \o Jlaft OoDpeeel.-1 
t.a•u•~.pu •• , ,..,.,. .. , oto., •• thl• 1• ,,.~ .. u, aa ..... u ........ . 

I u nn *' ••- llaoWI *' ,.._ Jlal4 ot a Do, .. , _ _ , bae 11-.,.e llo• llll&aiaed II)' obooYor oae PN11d•'• uad 
1t 1• OU eMo lonaa .... ll'l&aild *' )'CMl 11'0 de1a& IIOUWll w ._.., ~· naa... IMt ..._, yw, •• ., ..... ., a-ro1, -. .. 
I~~~· l'lP' \o .U. I'IU- "U_. ill I'OpN \o U.. u•1•'-' .... ...., a-.ra1 .... ,. .. , u •m ....u .. t~U• 
o._t ill II I IrA -· be .... 1 oaue o61iiii'O II)' a¥ o-1\\oo J.a U.. a.tn••· AI ClaJ.ot lunU•• I baft, ot ...... , M alleolla .. 1'1P' w aot II ..-. 

l ..... fll' ··-··- ........... b11 .......... a.. ow loa•• ,._ ott1M •U~•• .., naae. t• - ..u 
1a1a that 1 ow1• .... w w C' 1a1a ..... 1a ·- ...... OoYO-\ YOI'Ic II - II t ft 11 1D IYI1lalllo OJJOI'twli&)' , 

I aw • uaa • oew ot We \o ••-· 

r. II. L 



1M • vsN• ra Ill a.cr.o. !be._-... a Q1 
~. u. c • .......... ,......,.....,, 
Dll ... .. 1 .. 2 I J.l, ..... JW I Q u.W ., 

r 1 y 'l• IILI2 ..._. t• • I 11* '"' "''• I .aiM rw t-. I -w ,.,. \e \&11121 Usa -- - ... -w :..,.. .... ___ , ............... ~.a .... -
..u n s ts,•s a a, .. :..,.. .... ,_,..,.._ 
- W - st '• ., tA.- U Usa' - I I 1o lEd •"-'•rw •' "·te-, U.alW.U.w ...... ,.. -w ..u tbe .. $2 'IILI2 ,._- •nr.r. 

I ._. .. ., .. rw Usa\ .au. rw -w .... w 
,.._ rtM sa - rw - fl,, I -w yiw ,_., 
-~--~--' , ... , ........ ... . Wl.... .... ' ., .. ,. ~ Ucla Usa ~~~. .... baa 
rt •• •a•rtn. 

I ILaw ,._ aft'' "'e'q ....,.... tsr Usa ... .._. ... 
wta~e.a.ftYLI6,.aUw,....._.w,. ...... ,...._ .... at,_ II I I tfW I $ J .. 1 ny .. I By U• .. 11 • u. ...., ,..., ,._ ,._ 1 a uW w m?uL' a "'"-' 
.. .....,.w\bes.-lwt =•· 

Ja .._ d& s t.& - ' s •rth w ...._ .... a A 'rt• 18 I 5 tt te r-- II 5 & ,_ ....... 
...... "' UllUI "-· 

.. eJ.- ..... 

- .. Llftll.l, '"rc'IIM .. , ..... IE I a1 



®lfltt tt!tftr~mev <itttt:rd 
~.J.Gl. 

Nonaber 21, 1944 

lt7 dear ltr o Preel.dentt 

You wUl .--:>her that after C&binet lut ""ek I told you 
it was oece••&rT to cet rid of Norun Littell, tlle bead of t.be Lands 
Dl.vieion. lie has- a conat&nt troubll aaklr, part1cularl7 wit.b 
other Depart<Mntl and. 1e tborol.lll)ll,y dieloyal to •. I eu.gguted to 
111m on Saturday that he would have to relign. He 11 to ll&ke up bie 
a1.nd and let • know on Wedneadl;r. 

I think be 1a sPing to p~ up a caee ot •euppreee1Cil0 

on t.ba Hill md in 10e111 of the papers. lie baa, halre-.ar, no 
political backine or etrencth; and be will collapse when be knowe 
you ere h&cld.ng me, 

I ehould apprech te, t.beretore, if ;rou wou.ld be good onough 
to lign the enclosed .-o...U, 'llbl.ch I shall uee onl :r 1n case ot 
....... eity. 

Reepeotfull:r youro, 

The White Ho....., 



J 

{f).f.ftu D£ .tJrt~lhJ:t'IUi ~.tn:nd 
... lying.tmt.ll.Qt 25 

Nonuiber 15, 

miO!tAND\N FOR THE PRESI!E1'1' 

A !tnr neke before the e lection I told you that I 

thought I could mt go on very much lcnger with Norman Littell, 

the Assistant Attome:r General 1n charge of the Lands Ill.v1s1on 

o! this Department, aa he hu created trouble wit h other Depart-­

menta conatantJ.:r -with the Navy by suggesting t hat the proposed 

oil leases were like the Teapot Do11111 scandal; .,.i.t h the Amy on 

two or three occaaione, and moat recently with Bob Patters on ae 

shown by Ilia attached letter. He ill d!.aloyal to me personally 

and baa been neglecting hia work . You agreed that he ahould go 

but aaked .., to wa1 t 111t.il attar election. 

PreaentJ.y I all aalc h1lll to resign, but before 

doing so I should 1.1.ke to have your bac:!d nc - that 1a that you 

will tire h1lll (he 1a a Preaident.ial appointllent) it he won't 

resign. He baa no political backing. 

Incl. 

Raape cttull:r your a, 

~~ 
hancl.a Biddle 

Atwmey Oeneral 



lU.II DIPAII'JIIIIIT 

OPPICI 01' '!Ill UNDIII SICUTABI 

'!be IIDDorab1e 
1M lUomq o-ral, 

... 111D&ton, D. C. 

DMr llr. lttomq Ocerala 

lo•..tler ?, 1944 

ODe or tiM -t i.Jipn1.&nt 1Ddu1trial acU n t.111 aca4ut.ecl bT the War Departllct u the JIMtonl ~~RcSAMr Worb, located 1D 
IUtlm ... 111D&toD. '!be prcjeot 11 ot a hi&hl¥ secret nature, 
'lllldertakc b7 the •r D~t at the 4U.Ct1oo ot the Prlli411lt. 
'IIIU. the natue ot the .,rk oanDOt be milled., 1tl Uiport.uoe 
11 illd1oated b7 the tact. t.het it baa bee acco.rde4 t.op priority 
lor labor, •teriale, and Ill oll4ed tao1l1t1ee, outNDld.D1 all 
other prcll'IIIUo 

ODe ol tbe un;r prcb1- preected bT t.hU cl1lt1ault pro­ject U thl 1oqa1 tt1 tioo Ot Ute real Ntltl requ1Ndo '!be •r 
Departeent, lor 1"1110111 ooaneot.ecl with 11111\arJ security, baa 
be.\ 1101t an:d.OUI Ulat the oca4-.t1oo prccH41nC1 be upeclited MMl Ula 1\uiiU 4Ut.riblted to the torACr o.ere, 8Dd elao Ulat 
t.bere be 110 --llrl' ~o1t~o 11M Departact ot Juat1ca baa bee ed•Ued ot t.hU Ur&lllt -•1t.7o 

11 t.boua:ll the 4aol&ret1ona ot tlltiDI 011 tbe aajorl ty ol 
tb ... paroela ""' t1lacl dllriJll tbe -r ol 1943, report. up to a abort u.. qo lboW t.het Gal¥ su tiDal IDCl ))~ p&rt.11l d..U­
t.riblt1ona ba.,. bee ..cle 011 the 1394 treotl tlltc. It ie ~ 
411lt t.het tber1 hu b- a 1r11t ~ 1D oarry1D1 the prcceed.inga lorwanl and OOIIMqUct cc.plaiDte by tbo1a entitled to 411trl.o 
batioo, tblaa MMlallpr1D1 tiM -rlt7 ot tiM prcjaot. 

llro J.ittell, • .......nl prnioul oocuiooe, etlted thet 
tbe lack ot ~· •1t be attributed to twlt7 •r DepartMnt appNialll. Oo&r l'flllutioo poUo111 be4 reoe1n4 tba prior apo 
pi'Oftl ot 11r. a-man~ •• --..,., JOO!r ..-ow ueutct a cbarp 
ot t.ha -· 11M - pwp ot 8f!Pftillrl qprei...S ...,.ral oUter "'ral acrloalt.ral &OCIIU1t1ona ill OftC'GC 1lb1ch prcnol 
h1a:lllT -~. Silloe oa .. tb1nl ot the o.erlh1pe 10Cf11Nd a r .. and Dear}T 9011 ot tbl lMHCi u.. wre aoqa1Nd 011 the 
bule ot tbe oriCiftll a~, it ~ DOt 1- ~·ble to 
attribute Ute Pr-ct eit.atioo to tbl qpreiMla. 

•• r , ~'ooevolt Ltbrarr 
OJ l '1 

0.9 ,9f27/f>i!~ 

rotc- <X ;),~·?a­

t.l tp>&tUZ~ • • 
J 



However , to eeet the des1rea of t t e Deosrteent of Juetie@, the aoor~ia~la vere rev1aed uov~. ~ereefter, when the situ~tion nevertheless ~opeared to have reached en impesae, General Somervell errenged • meeting between l~Jor Gener~l L. R, Grovea •nd Colonel Jobn J. O'Brien and V.r. Littell at Y~~ lest ~ril, At thia meetinc tbe 9rior aooreisele vere eonaidered end we agreed to ~nd &dooted all of ~r. Littell'• reeo~endet ione ~~ to reviaed eooreisels and eethoda of oroeedure. ~o eli~n~te del~•· our reoreeentativea eequiaae~d in V~. Littell's aurrestion that the too li~t of eettle­
~enta be inere~aed ~nd thPt tbe repreaentativee on tbe ~ound be etven neoeee•ry ~uthority, A me~r~dum of understanding, in its final form drafted by Ur. Littell, vas exchanged u e reeult of the Aor11 eeeting to eerve as e ceneral guide or atateoent of ooliciea. 'l'he :leCIOrandum acknowl edged that there would be aoeeiel nroblems for which the «Utde would be inadequate and it wee stated tbat •aueh soeoiel nroblems should be t be aubjeet of further conferences and soeciel consideration.• 

We hoped t~t the understanding re~ehed et thie meeting would result in accelerated orogree1 in settling the eases end that any additional problems erieing would be reeolved t hrough joint eonaulte­tion. Our booe, however, vee not realized, 

On October 13, aix month a after the Allril meeting, Jotr. Littell, without oreliminary consultation with us, eo~e~red in t he United Stete1 District Court et Y&ki~ and submitted e atete~ent in wbicb be reviewed the hiatory of tbe @equieition, criticized tbe Wer Deoartoent 1 e handling the reof, end ateted thpt our apl)reisala were eo far below the ectual values thtt he could no t continue to try the ee1ea until he bed re-exaoined tbe aooreieela on each of t he 721 ceeea reoa!n1Df. In the atete~ent be ~leo ettpcked the Juriea tor peasion and prejudice and partieen ~oli ticel bi~s . Thia ection wee obvioualy incomoetible with eeaential military aecuritv, the ne~d tor which bed been carefully exoleined to hio. His etete~nt to the court baa reeulted in a conaiderable amount of undeair~ble ~blieity concerning p nrojeet vhieh the President hea o~raonally di rec ted ahould be blanketed with t he utcoat aecrecy. In addition, the ette~t to diaeredi t the War Deoertment 1 s eyoreia&l ooliciea end aequ1ait1on eethoda bee increaaed the public i mpreaaion tbst the two de~rt.nta are et odds on land ~rcheaea. 

While Mr. Littell'• @Ction ~ nov lead to 11ttle=enta et inereeaed oricea, there 1e1o1 no reeaon why tbia result could not have been eceoonli1hed exoeditioualy end vitbout ~blieity during the laet six months in conference vi t b ue. t.aat Anril 

- 2 -

~ . Roooevelt Librar,r 
":;:i!:D 

.1. 5200.i (9/C?/68) 

D'\to- ;1. _ ;)s. 7;)-­
stsnatur..,.~ 



-
- b&4 acned to all \be polah tu'b•ltted b)- t.U ~'•at of 
JueUc• u4 we would baTe Mea .ore tbaa wllli.Dc to rntev the 
•-pp.rahale *Calll at all¥ tl ... 

I .. coattr•iud to ~roteet tbe .. tbo4e ao4 publlolt7 
r .. orted to 'bT Mr. Littell u I bellne the objeotin ..,. bad 1.D 
alo4 of a pro~t. .. tth•Dt of Ule UHI could ba:Ye beea obtained 
tb.roucb coo,>eratloa, 1:Dtt41a4 ot 'b7 a 9'Cbllc a1r1DC or aUep4 
dlttereaoee b4t ... a the ~rt .. at• 1a ooatr~eatloa of eroreeted 
•ncutbe poliq. ID licbt ot O'llr ~·••t of laet Apr1l , tb.h 
would baTe 'DeeD u.ao.alld. tor 1D All7 ca.ee, but becau .. or eecu.r1t7 
ooatldnaUoae 1a \be prtelllt latt&AO. h l>&rUcularl.T untortuute. 

belt 

S/ lobllrt P. Pt.t.tlrtOD 
UDder S.cret&J'7 of Var 

"-110 of ~ne•at "-*"'" 

-



THE WHI TI! HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DXOR.UDOII fOR ?!IE Aft'OIIIft ..... AL l 

I baYe reoe1Ye4 ~~ tollov1ag 
rroa a .-od tr1end ot m1ne : 

"A aan 7ou ooul4 ..te17 p1ok 
to&· Federal D1otr1ot At t orney ln 
lrooltl:rn 111 Frank Parker, who bae 'been 
lil t hAt ott1oe tor at leaat ten Jl&rl . 

• h a soo4, olean, allle 70'111111 aan 
aa4 could do that Job Yef"J well . 
AUbouch be M1 aot lie tbe Jteu,-• • 
tb'e t or Moon4 aho1oe, b8 wou14 aot 
la AA7 aeaae lie peraoaa aon ...-ta to 
1te117. • 

r.D.a. 



• 

K!..QlW!p!:ll FOR 'fJ!Z l'!IESID!M 

~!a !o £!!! information --

A mon you could eofely pick tor federal Diotrict 

Attorney in B~ooklyn ie Tr~ Parker, wbo hao boon in that 

office for at leAit ten ftATe . Be la a sood, clean, able 

yo~ can and could do th~t Job very well . AtthoU&b ho 

•Bl not be the great Kelly 1 s flret or 1econd choice , he 

would not in aft¥ oer.ee bo prreonn AQQ ~ to Kelly --~ 

a1nce Kelly vouldn 1 t knov what thl\t a1eent an,)"'tay1 



I 



THill: WHITI HOUSI! 

WASHINGTON 

n.eo tler 4.0, 1~4. 

tfE'Y.ORAfiDtJM POR '1'~ J'J\1o.8Iot;, 1': 

'rblt 1& a ro::~1n4•r ;o t))f!lti: to 
t~ Att,rr.ey Oen•ral w o 1n tern. wU e;Ml'&L. 
t' Mlkr P4~a a~ut ,ot t~ldtr~ ~•rtrtt 
on t~~ Cr.~t;al ~r~ntlt C~-~7 . 

Dave Nt\111 trot." to you abOut thle 
yettftl'Ctl.Y but Da.•• 11111 the Auarnty ~ner11l 
tMUlt\ not m~l\tlan lt co i-tllr.e Ro•, that 
yau have t&Jen 1t up vttn h1o. In ocn~r 
word•, t~~ A.o. aocor 1~~ to ~·•· tnoul4 
Jutt ttll hl- he t~tn~• 1: !• t«tt not 
to bol4 ar.'! l:k-arln£1! I'I.OW a...,.!! n,.t to put 
lt on ,.,u. 

G.' · . 



\ 

l 

THC WHITC HOUSC 

W,._SHINGTON 

I t.<•P• tl.al •t oah\n 1. et.ln, 
you Ul t.alk &t•l'l t'"e .nttt~nuty r. .. r.eral 
abou~ tbe • polot e,t ot -~ch~y •A 
~nlta~ ~~t•• Attor ~ rer the -our •rn 
::tatr' r c.: Y .. _.. . _ sa t$ t.o t.aa 
"1 ~ you before a Hn;t 't. • :- on the 
;t..~s·ton c.r rtrrea&ntt.tlc.n cr ·ie ~..::. r1can 
:..abor . ar'J n3 •t.e Llb 1 ?a.::-'7 !a 
V-.: 'AJto-' ••tiS o.·~t.orCieT'fl !'flat , 

'>art nt •• .. : e1 co ~o .. o •1, 
•n' I t!:!n): tt CH d~ bo L~icecn c•r C~f 
by : .. e ,t• ra "O.n ral fltatl~,. :..c ~c t.oy 
tt•t boeR will t~••o to be Jeaerve4 
~~"or tl:e t-v.o l•l1cr .. r~·Ufll • 

•. ten X-.1 flynn oelle:S De la .. 
•Lvllt t.tla, t,e aa!~ tl":t~t. t.t-.e leh'f 1a 
c•~st~ • ~••t 'e'l ot pr•••~re tro~ 
otber oaa4!l•'•• · 

3 . 



THE WHI TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jsnu6ry 19, 1945. 

MJ...1l0;WIDU1l FOH THE PJU:SIUE!IT : 

T. G. O. aays that a Juage 1n 

Utan l e about to d1e . It hns been rucored 

tbac Sonator Abo Murdock 1e R01ng to aek 

ror that Judgeah1p. It 11 augreoted that 

the At torney General Qa~e a traae wlth tha 

Senator , 1! h~ 1ft to get the Judgea~p. tha~ 

be 1 Murdoor., tell the Governor that you 

want t o appolnt aay Bob Hlno~~ey to that 

vaoanoy ln the Senate . Otherw1ee , T.o . o . 

th1nka that one or our Senatore should not 

l~&ve the Senate untll you are aure who 1a 

to replace hlm. 

G.G.T. 



.r. /1-.'d.#i.u -!.-., t." 
II' :l·'-IJ.. 

THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.Ta••'"7 12, lMI. 

~2x.. 

IIDORAIDUII roR 

fBI ATtORn! BIDAL: 

It 7011 !lan aDJ urgent • ••ace • 
wbloh 7011 wllh to pt to M, I eugpet 

JOU 11ad thla thzocJqh thl 1lh1 te lous e 

.. P loo.. lo•••••, oalJ' tb!Olublz !IJ'I!Dt 

Mll&pl 1hould be ••at Yla thl .. , Rooa • 

.., I aek that JO. .ate t~ •• brlef •• 

po .. lble 1a ol'der aot to tle ap ooaun1-

oat1oae. It 7011 lilaYe Ye'"7 leact-

MII ... I the .. , looa oftlHr wlll baYe 

to earo111 b11 UloNUoa •• to vbetber 

lt 11 Pbr•leallJ po11lble to •~ t~ 
'bJ N41o or tdalthlr thiJ will ban to 

be ... , ..., po\lola. 

r.D.a. 
(Jt7U~ ~~ ;tQ ...a &.t,;....c?..t.t-1~ 

¢ '?1\.hrt.~, '~ '!..;~-: " ',_ (;lflM... 1&-t-..- /'U "'~,;.... 
~~·a£. 4~ ... ;,~~~t .2 · .;$-) 
, . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON f~ 
Jluteh 10, llotl. 

IIIICORUDUII lOll ft! PBDIJIDt 1 

!bie 1a a rem1n~er to see 

the Attorney Gsneral •• eoon ae 

posetble to d1eoaes the larry Bl'ldgee 

oaee with h111. 



Pfti!AD 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
Psr:­
~ 

llal"ch 20, 194'· \:' 'f IWIORANDUX POR 

THE ATTORDY QEIJBAL 

I under•taad tbat there are 
ooly a tew weeks lett tor ar,uaen~• 
before this tel"'l o! tiAe Suprelle 
Court and t tut the briet•, etc., 
and arguaents ba·re aU been parceled 
out to ... bers ot the 8ol1c1tor 
General' 8 8 tatt. 

I hear a ~r ~' Dean 
Aohe•oo. t eels be~-~ 10 back 
•oaetille 10011 to h1• t1n, •• 
l ed Burl1n& and O.o••• bblee are 
pa•t •eventy-tlve , .. r• ol4. 

,_, wouU 1011 t!t1•k o1 Dim 
tor lol1c1tor Oeae.alt .. war'' 
ba't'e the det1n1 te 1Ur1•1 t4 U. 
Court. 

"· J) ••• 



allcnlt llcbol&o 11. Schrck'o leUer to ;rov. of April oeoond, oo~~een~1nc ldo 

'brotbar Joe, IOhich I • rehrninc. 

Jooepl:i Solleack •• convicted in tl:ie 11. 8. Di otnct Court for tl:ie 

Southora D1otr1ct of lev Toltt tor vlolatloa. of U.. l ncoM taz lan aa.4 wao 

oentroe4 to 1.-prio-t fer tl:iree Je&n and to P&7 a fine of $30,000. 

Dllr1nc tba inooae tu prooee41"«8 l:ie .. a. taloe anowro uder oath to 111-

l[llirloo about tl:le notoricnu~ V1111o Jlotf and O.orp 1 . Jroco, part ot the 

rtn,; vhlcl:i •• enppd in tl:ie ... ,tortlon ot lart;e IV.Ill of aone7 trca ldch 

After ldo coa.viction, S0 hcclt told tba 11a.ited 5\a\oe .Uton~q' • Ottico 

tl:ie lhrJ about tl:ie extortion rac*et . Jro,... and Jioff were 1n41ctM. u4 

tl:ie .. ,. , ..tlooe ,..... Scl:ienclt l:ia4 ctna, wre uoed ao vu ... eeee ..U.Ut tbea. 

•ia•enoe4, Oil ICq 2, 1942, h ,_..n._,t for a 7-.z and a de7· I:DCIIltlon 

of the ••tra. oa iba in- tu fra4 -. ..,opended and ~~ - pl.aoed 

oa pro'baUOil for tllfto 7Mno whicl:i vUl expire Oil ICq lot ot thlo 7MZ'• le 

wao n l-e4 froa iba reural CornoU.-1 I llltltv.tina at DM'bou7 a Sept-

'ber 7, 1M2, and 41echarp4 fro• parole oa ICq S, u.a. 



, 
.april 10, l94S 

I c:lo not. think tbat tl» o1r~tanot1 warrant an 1xception to tbe 

rule Which pro"lidole that an ~plication tor pudon tor the pll.rj)OIIe of 

restorina ohil rishte will not be cxmeidered UDtil the ~plioant hal 

been dilcherS*i boa parole or probation DOt lees th.m t our ~·an. Schenck 

wu cl11chargecl troa parole about t., y&anllo but hu DOt ~t been cll.e­

dlar&ecl troa probat1on. 

'nlere ftS DO qulltiOD of Sdltndc ' I (111lto 

Aeeistant United Statal Attomey loetalaneta, co bad obarae ot tbe 

pro"cut1cm, etetecl that Sabmdc '• diecloeure of the n- of proap&otift 

witneuee bed 'oMn reeporwible tor tbe euooHe of tbe proMoutione. A.tter 

Biott md BrmrDI bed been convicted U..,. tal'titl.e d tor the Goft.,.nt 

•a11'18t a sroup of Cbi~o r&ckltatre, 1Uheequmtl7 oomictadJ and, as a 

result of thei r tutityin&, Jad&e lDox of tbe u. s .Diatrict Court of 

Nn York •oditied their 1entanoa (be had klpt the tam ope~~ preauaably tor 

tb1e pll.rj)OIIe) Mid tbey wre reoent17 rele ... do 

I reco-.nd •einlt a117 pardon at tbie u ... 

11Npect1'1ll.ly JOaft' 



• J<pril 
2na 
1 9 4 ' · 

Deer l'resident lloosevelt : 

At your very kind sug­
gestion , may I presume to reruind you of 
o metter ot vital interest to oe , con­
cerning my brother , Joe . 

I have been most reluct­
ant to write you of this, through a long 
period of time, when I hove been so aware 
of the burden o f stress 11 nd pressure of 
affairs to which you hove given so much 
of yourself . 

I need no t t ell you how 
11'lportant to I'IY happiness is this matter, 
Hnd I know you will bear with me , as I 
express the hope the t you will t a ke ce re 
of it reel soon . 

My deepest thanks ond 
every good wish . 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The White uouse 
Vleshington , D. C. 
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