


| | o
THE WHITE HOUSE | o ‘1
HINGTON Y o







mm. 15, lﬂmn

MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT

FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
—_————

Will you talk over with me the U, 8.
Attorneyship in New York? Flease give con-
sideration to George Trosk and Carl Austrian
in eddition to the names you already have,
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Hovezber 6, 1933, |
L

By dear Mr. Prealdent:

United Ststes Attorney Medalie, of Mew York,
desires to retire on his fiftieth birthdsy, which
hsppens to fall on the twenty-Tirst day of this month.
I imagine that in a very fewdays you will receive
hip reaignation takinpg effect Novesbar 21. This
makeg acute the question of his successor. Headless
to say that position is of the higheat importance.

I wonder if you will consider the advisa—
bility of going outeide of the ususl chummels and
drafting somecone of consequence for the position,
like Martin Conboy, George W. Whiteside, or man
of that type.

There ars any number of candidates and I
shall be glad to talk the matier over with you
rhesover you are ready.

Reapectfully yours,
A
Attorney Cenaral |

The President
The White House.
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At “Wl Georgia,

Hovember 27, 1037,
MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT
FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

——

On all sides I hear that Mr. Van Dern
would be the best men we sowld seleot
for Distriet Attorney in the Distriet of
Columbia, Will you speak to me about
1%t when I get baek?

b
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v \J 'ﬁ (Dffice of the Attorney General | v 3
| Washington, B.@. J

October 8, 1934.

‘he President,
The "hite House.

My dear Mr. President:

I am taking a great deal of satisfaction today in the
fact that the Supreme Court denied the writ of certiorari in the
tax case instituted by the William Waldorf Astor Estate to obtain
a refund of the Tax paid in August 1922, amownting to more than
ten million dollars. Judgment was entered against the United
States Government in the District Court on July 8, 1931. In view
of the importance of the matter and the delay incident to getting
the record in shape, I asked Mr . William Stanley, the 4ssistant
to the Attorney General, to look into the matter amd take cherge
of it. He did so in gloricus fashion.

He finally got the case before the Circuit Court of
Appeals in the Second District and argued the matter to that court
in such persuasive fashion that the judgment was reversed. His
argunent was one that reflected great credit on himself as well
as upon the Department of Justice.  John W. Vavis represented the
Estate and it is no exaggeration to say that Stanley did a better
job than did the famous "John W." Since then strenuocus efforts
have been made by the attorneys for the Estate to secure s writ
of certiorari. As above stated, this application was denied today
and that ends the matter.

The origimal judgment with interest thereon amounted to
about nineteen million dollars. It was a difficult and complicated
matter and naturally I am greatly pleased with the result. Inci-
dentally the attorneys for the Estate will have to do without their
twenty-five per cent contingency - a matter of & bit more than four
million dollars - quite a sum in these days. Moreover, it may cut
down Jobn W.'s contributicn to the Liberty League.

Respectfully yours,

r" ;
%ﬂmarﬂ. ; '



THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTON
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MEMO FOR THE PHEESIDERT:

¥You may want to glance
at this before it is filed.
It seems that the ineldent is

now closed.



(DEFice of the Attorney General
Washington .. LQ,L

Detabar 29, 19

The Preaident,
The White House.

My dear Mr., President:

On Septesber 13, I believe, you telephoned to Mr.
J. Edgar Hoower in connection with & complaint made ty Upton
Sinclair relative to & certain fund of $15,000 which had bean
recelyved at Hew York from Los Angeles in order to send gangsters
to California to break up the Sinclair movemsnt. Later, I
believe, Mr. Sinclair wrote to Mre. Hoosevelt about the mame
eubject and that letter cams over to thirs office.

Attached hereto is & memormmdum showing the result
of the inguiries made. The information has been communicated
to Mr. Binclair in & personal inmterview and it is my under-
standing that he is satisfied with the situation and has ex-
proased appreclation for the msmmer in which the inguiry hus
bean conducted and considers the incident closed.

Respeetfully yours,

b/

Attorney General.




October 26, 1934

MEMORANDUM

Mr. Upton Sinclair was interviewed at Los Angeles,
California on September 13, 1934 and advised that when he went East
he took with him Richard Crane Gartz who is about thirty or thirty-
five years of age, the son of a wealthy woman in Los Angeles, and
a member of the Crane famlly in Chiecago, Illinocls. Mr, Gartz had
been 1living in California and had been indulging in intoxicants
for a long period of time, but hod attempted to abstain from drink-
ing. TWhen Mr. Sinclair left New York for Loas Angeles, Mr. Gartz
gstated that he intended to remain in New York for a time and that
he had recelved Information from the former secretary of Armold
Rothetein that some person or persons in Los Angeles had eent
$15,000 to New York City for the purpose of importing hoodluma inte
Los Angeles to interfere with Mr. Sinclair's activities there.

Mr. Gartz was located and interviewed at Chicago, Illinois.
He advised that while in New York he met one Sidney Steger, who was
formerly a secretary or assoclate of Arnold Rothsteln, and stated he
was the man who had informed him that $15,000 had been sent to New York
to be used in hiring thirty gangsters to go to California for the pur-
pose of organizing the underworld there in opposition to Mr. Sinclair.
Mr. Gartsz stated that Stager further advised him that thls money did
not go to the right party and that the man who had received the money
would probably keep i1t and would not use 1t for the purpose for which
it was sent.

Mr. Garts stated that when he first met Stager, Stager
stated that he did not understand Mr. Sinclair's policies and that
he was not in sympathy with him. Mr. Gartz stated that after talk-
ing with Stager for a considerable period of time and explaining
to him all the principles for which Mr. Sinclair stood, he succeeded
in converting Stager who Indicated that he was now in sympathy with
Mr, Sinclair. Stager then informed Mr. Gartz that in return for
some asslstance at election time he and other members of the wnder-
world in New York wanted the Commlssary Department and the Prison
Department in California. Mr. Gartz stated that by this was meant
that Stager and his assoclates wanted the patronage from these two
departments. Stager also wanted Mr. Sinclair to refrain from Inter-
fering with eny of Stager's gambling activities in California in the
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event Mr. Sincleir were elected Governor. Mr. Gartz stated that he
informed Stager that Mr. Sinclair would not promise anything, btut
that in his opinion Mr. Sinclair would not interfere with the gamblers
if they did not commit any overt act or do anything to arouse public
opinion which would force Mr. Sinclair to take action.

Mr. Garts further stated that one Morris Traickiner is the
so—called boss of the underworld in New York and that another person
assoclated with Traickiner is an individusl nemed Moe Sedway, some-
times being called "Little Moe". He indiceted that these individusls
were assoclated with Stager in connection with the underworld activities
in New York.

Investigation by the New York Clty Office dieclosed that
Sidney Stager is a Broadway character and is usually found in the
viecinity of Broadway and 50th Street. There is no information or
evidence indlcating that he was assoclated with Rothstein in a
secretarial or any other capacity, although it may very well be that
he was somewhat scquainted with RHothstedn. Steger i1s not considered
importent in New York City. Morris Treickiner, mentioned by Mr. Garts,
is evidently an individual who resides at #4 Kate Street, Albany, New
York, but there is no information available concerning his underworld
contacts. Moe Sedwsy ie an importent, although little kmown mobster
in New York City. During the prohibition era he was associated with
Waxey Gordon and other liguor rings. A few months ego he was con-
templating fineneing a night club in New York City with Harry Richman
ags the chief entertainer, but this deal fell through.

On October 12, 1934 Mr. Bartz was again interviewed at Los
Angeles, Californla in an attempt to obtain more detalls from him con-
cerning this matter. At thie time he repeated in substance the informa-
tion he had given in the intervliew at Chlcago, and in addition stated
that Stager had initiated the meeting between himself and EStager by
telephoning to Mr. Gartz at the Algonquin Hotel where the Sinclair
party resided during its stay in New York City. According to Mr.
Gartz, in his wvarious conversations with Stager the subject of race-
track and other forms of gambling was dlscussed. They speculated
concerning the matter of protection for gambling and it was rather
apparent that the interest of Stager was to find out whether Mr.
Sinclair would be liberal in those matters and also whether he would
be liberal only to the favored organizetion. Mr. Stager and possibly
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some of his associates made very elaborate explanations to Mr. Gartsz
as to the workings of various so-called rackete in New Iork City,
such as the milk racket, the liquor racket, the saow removal racket
and others. Mr. Gartz stated that he had informed Stager and his
assoclates that in his judgment, Mr. Sinclair would have no objection
to the bullding of any number of race-tracks in California, provided
they were bullt along the lines of real commmnity service, and he
described an enterprise which would combine temnis courts, children's
playgrounds, swimming pools, and parks with race-tracks., He said he
was gure that so long as it was not State momey, but private capital
to be invested in such enterprises, Mr. Sinclair would encourage thelr
development.

At this interview Mr. Gartz steted that Sidney Stager
was then at Los Angeles, having arrived om about October 10, 1934,
in accordance with an agreement previously made between Mr. Gartsz
and Stager. He also stated that Stager had informed him that eight
New York gangsters hed also come to Los Angeles.

From the information supplied by Mr. Gartz and the manner
in which he supplied this information, as well as his general atti-
tude, 1t was concluded that there was a possibility that Stager was
merely working on his credulity im an effort to obtain some personal
adventage for himeelf, It was decided, therefore, to interview
Stager while he was in Los Angeles.

Stager, upon being interviewed, stated that he had had
certaln conversations with Mr. Gertz wherein he had discussed general-
1y the matter of racketeering in connection with elections and stated
that he had described the operation of gang politics in New York,
end had also discussed the benefits which accrued to those who suc—
cessfully exercised pressure of this nature in political campeigns.
He also frankly admitted that the purpose of his contact with Mr.
Gartz at New York and his subsequent conversations with him there,
and his trip to Los Angeles were for the purpose of "chiseling"
into the plcture. He stated that having known Mr. Garts for a
number of years as the son of an extremely wealthy family, and
having observed his close and intimate association with Mr. Sinclair,
he thought that he recognized an opportunity to galn distinct
personal advantage.
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any idea of ever having personally considered any such
scheme, further gtating that he believed no other persons repre-
senting any interest for or ageinst any candidate in the California
elections, contemplated such tactics,

could make to the election of ¥r. Sinelair, Steger countered with
the inquiry, "What about the support of Willism Randolph Hearstyn
Questlioned as to whether he could deliver the Hearst support to

» Sineleir, Stl.gerrepl:l.ad, 'Imnldtrytnduitnndetrﬁng
to do 1it.n

He indicated that the purpose of his trip to Los Angeleas
was to contact a representative of Mr. Hearst in order to arrange
for the Hearst support. He stated, however, that he had been unable
to contact this party and he had decided to return to New York,

Stager stated that he had a strong personal liking for Mr.
Gartz, and that Mr. Garts had many fine qualities, but that he was a
very impressicnable individual, Stager stated that during the various
conversations with My, Gartz, both in New York and in Los Angeles, he
had been filling the mind of Mr. Gartz with many ideas or suggestions
which obviously impressed Mr. Garts bighly. Stager stated that the
reason for doing this was for the purpose of laying a foundation for
some future personal benefits to himgelf,

The information obtained as a result of the interviews with
Mr. Gartz and Stager was commmicated to Mr. Sinclair in an interview,
and Mr. Sinclair expressed his appreclation of the manner in which
thls inquiry had been conducted, and was very well pleased with the
action taken in this matter. He indicated that he wes now consider—
ing the entire matter closed,
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THE WHITE HOUSE,, S, ‘Lﬁ
WASHINGTON o —\l -
PRIVATE AND 5\ (> s

December 19, 1934.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GENFRAL

‘iﬂ.ﬁ you gpeak to me
about Husdon and Mlller of the
Solicitor Ceneral's office -- also
about percentage of cercerari ap-
plications by the Government belng
denied by the Supreme Court”

?I‘ D-Rl
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7 @ffice of the Attorney General l 20
‘- Washington B.C.

February 4, 1935.

The President,
The White House.
My dear Mr. President:
The attached you mey have seen.

No importance should be atteched to the conclusion
thet Justice Van Devanter is writing an opinion in the gold
clauge cases because of his failure to submit any opinion
today. He has not submitted any opinions thus far this term
of Court, so Judge Biggs informs me.

The fact, however, that the Chief Justice did not
render an opinion may have some significance ag he has ren-
dered an opinion on every opinion day this termyuntil today.
Scmetimeshe has rendered two opinions. There is some basis,
therefore, for concluding that he may be engaged in writing
an opinion in the gold clause cazes, though I think it is fair
to say that it has generally been anticipated that he would
do 80, in view of their outstending lmportance.

Respectfully yours,

% oy
Encl. Attorney General. /









THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

EERSONAL
February 6, 1935.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR

In that Grand cage in
the District of Columbim, I find
that Interior took it up
ﬂ:‘h ir. Gu‘:;;t:h:.nﬂ that th: latter

not notl Depertment of
Justice. I am inelined to think
that in rnt::- ':u" of Hht;'kind,
especlally ehington
Department involved and the
Dletriot Attorney should at least
notify the Department of Justice.
Will you please tell your people?

F. D. R.



(Dffice of the Attorney BGeneral W F
Washington B.C. &

February 4, 1955, J}yj*

The Preesident,
The White House.

My dear Mr. President:

A few days ago you asked me whether the
Department of Justice had been informed of the calling
of the Grand Jury in the District of Columbia, I
stated, at that time, that I had not heard that a special
Grand Jury was to be called. Since then I have checked
up and find that the Department of the Interlor took up
the matter directly with Mr. Garnett, and that the latter
did not notify this office, presumably as a result of an
over-sight.

The original letter of explanation from Mr.
Garnett iz attached hereto.

Very singerely yours,

t

Encl. Attorney General. /
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// OFFICE OF THE
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, DISTRIET OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON, D, C.

TUE [ Jumuagy, 29,

J wil g
The Attorney Oenersl, FEd & !
Department of Justice, v,
Washington, 0. C. e S R

8irs

This =atter 1s to supplement the inforoation given yesterday |
by telephona to Assictant Attorney Gensrnl Stanley, relative to
an alleged consvirmcy to defraud the United States in connection !
with a Public Worke Adainistration project in the State of Texas, )

This matter was M'Wu_nzm_u_tgn_{grum
of Interior, it being stated that the case wam of tne utmost

ritance to that Depariment, and decanded fmwediate and soecinl

attentlon in view of the fact that severnl of their engineers wers

cpoarsntly involved, and if the apparsnt consniracy wes not broien

up at once, the Jovern=ent would moon have to begin letting con-

trnots nad melcing payments on a P.W.A, sllotment of severnl milliom

dellars for this nroject, on plans and specificntions which, as |
a result of the comspirscy, were ocbviously framdulsnt and inimioal

to the interestes of the United Stntes,

The evidence pressnted to this office by the Secratary of the
Interior disclosss briefly these facts. Thot some months ago
approximately four million dollars was allotted by the Public Woris
ddrinistration for an irrigation nroject in the State of Texas,

Tas plan to carry out the worl enlled specificslly for a ennal
fystem, The project itsslf wae and 1s fundementnlly sound, Prior 1
to the nllotment of the money by the Public Worke Adminietration
and prior to the beginning of the coneplracy, the troject nnd
plans were noproved by one of the mlleged corspirators who was in
charge of nll irrigation metters in the Wachington office of the
Publie Toriks Admipistration. He, accordingly, had approved of the
canal system previously referred to. After the nllotuent had been
made, ns nforssaid, further detalls of the cannl syatem wers nre-
gonted to another allsged member of the consnirscy who wen one of
the local P,W.A. engineers in Texas, He disapproved the canal
vlan and recommended in 1ien thereof n pipe pressure nlsn, In this
connection it can be demonstrated that the cennl smyatem was a far

-
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= superior and more economicsl one. The engineer in question, oven bafore
he had disapproved the cansl oystem, got in tousch with certaln officials
of the red wood industry in California, mme of whom he wes ncquainted
with, end got them interssted in fumishing red wood pipe for the pro-
Jeet. This enterprise wans to be a solf-liquidntire one and the Londs
to be lssusd and taken aver by the Govern-ont vere to mature in thirty
years. dccordingly, arantire that the pipe pressure systes wans &
bettor one, which seems impossible to prove, the material to be used
in the plpe pressure system should have been of the type and durability
to Bt least lsat the 1ife of the bonds, It esn be demonstrated beyond
any doubt thet red wood would not last but in the nelghborbood of fif-
teen yeara, under the conditiome 1t wuld hove to fage and be used in
on tils projeet. Other materials suech ap conerete, pipe end even fir
would lest at least thirty years.

Tho allsged consplirators, including the twe P. W. 4. officlals re-
ferred to, ono officer of the State Water District in Texas, o Texas
contractor and et lesst three officlals of the red wood industry, met
in Texas and conferrod in the interests of the red wood companies and
in furtherance generslly of tha econspiraey, Flans were made to stifle
competition md mssure the fact that red wood and only red wood was to
be used on the project. The P. W, 4. enginesr who was stationed in
Texas, and who had turned down the canal gystem and approved of the
Plpe pressure plen, was offered snd accepted a position os engineer
®ith the State Water Distriet, having made sire, however, that there
wes 8 fellow worker In the State F. W. A, office who would assist him
in earrying out the plans and details of the conspireey in eomnnection
with tiat office whenever nECEBBATY,

It wae also part of the eonspiresy to offer the engineer in charge
of the irrigation work for the Fublie Works ddministration in Weshing-
ton, n position as eonsulting mpgineer for the projeet in Texas, if and
®lhon he spproved the pipe Promsurs symtem and the form of the plans
nnd specifications insuring the stiflyinz of sompetition and the cartain
use of red wood for plpes on the project. 4 resslution appointing him

((nn passed bty the State Water Distriet Board but for obvisus reasons it
¥as kept from the minute records. The enginear in question made several
trips to Texss while still in the Goverment employent and took part in
several mnfersnces of the congpirators, In some of which plans were
consuemated to stifle competition, %o mssurs sucoess for the red wood
interests and for the conspiracy.

Enil and wires essential to the furthersnce of the conspirsocy wers
recelved by the Tashingtan engineer ewployed by tle P. W. i., not at the




Govarnment offices aof the P, W, A, tut nt n club to which the enginser
belonged in thig City. Several such latters ani wires of an inericinnt-
ing nnture are availalls, Tt Was part of the scheme not only to cnis
cortain of the use of red waod tut to sell it mt ag exorbitant nrice,
all of the red wood comanies belng a party to the plans, o foir coe—
metiticn thus having heen rondered immossible,

The Governuent wae to ba defreuded in thres mmin resnects; 1, Of
the honsst npd faithfal services of nt lenat thres of its eamloyross;
Pa Of its right to oontract fresly snd fully: 5. OF its scnays through
the excesaive profits 8o be naid and mossibly to incur further firancinl
lose through the insscurity of the bonde, bsomuse the conepirngy, if
errried out, would undoubtedly have wade the project & non=liquidating
one anl & finsncinl failure,

The conspimey mms obvicusly a detniled and intricate one involving
2ot only a mase of documents, letters and wires, but mamy involved ar-
Elneering nod sclentific fncta,

It wan esticeted that 1t would toke nt least two o thres weais to

fpruunt the case to a grand Jury. It was, from its vary natures, o cags

Mng the full and undivided nttention af the investignting body,

LETTTE
c It was, nccordingly, desmmd odvisable to asls for a spacinl grond Jury,

{

under the provisions of the District of Coluszbia Code, Thig was nocord-
ingly done on Snturdsy last and the Qhief Justice granted the refusst
and ordered the Jury Comsimsion to tale the proner and necensary stepg
to have a specinl grand Jury saleated on Pebrunry &th next,

Ly assistant, ir, Pihelly, to whoz I hove asalgned this case, mnd
who hes been giving it his entirs attentlon, will present this matter
to the speeinl grand Jury when it ig convensd.,

I will see that the Department is kopt mdvised of mubseguant
dovalop=ents,




Dffice of the Attorney General > < |
Washington B0, TS

Merch 6, 1935,

The President,
The White House.

Ky dear Mr. President:

On Monday, February the twenty-fifth, I spent practically
the entire dey in New York, going over the situation in the Customs
Court. The court, as you know, is located at 201 Varick Street,
and, on the same floor of the building, there are located the offices
of Assistant Attorney General Jackson, I conferred with all of the
Judges, except one or two who were out of town. I also inspected
the Clerk's office, the file rooms, and the hearing roome, and met
all of the attendantas. I also got in touch personally with the
varicus members of Mr. Jackson's staff and the clerical help as well,

I hed a long conference with the Judges, and I think I have
a little clearer idea of their problems than I had before. I think
also the viait was extremely stimulating and helpful to the Court. I
may say, inclidentally, that there is no record that any previous Attorney
General had ever visited the Court in its entire history.

To put it mildly, the Judges were delighted and they are
prepared to cooperate to the fullest extent of their ability in clear-
ing up end speeding up the work of the Court. Already distinct
improvement has been made and the Presiding Judge, in behalf of his
assoclates, asked me to extend their compliments to you and to assure
you that with & little patience they are confident that you will be

plezsed with the results.
Respectfully ours, .
— /7 I rﬁi;:j;,.ﬁir P

Attorney General.



e October S1, 1936,

MEMORANDUL FOR TUE ATTORNZY GENERAL

What would you think of a Cuban
lawyer representing the Cuban Government
or Cuban planters filing a Drlef Amlcus
Curiae with the Supreme Court in the triple
A case? Unusual=--but possilly good.

The same thing might be done on be-
half of Puerto Rico, Virgian Islends and
Hawall---each by a separate brief.

F. D. R
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
: : WASHINGTON, D. C.

Decenbar 11. 1988,

Despite the strong objections of "the Hepubliesn boss
in Few York" President Roosevelt mominated Judge Hough and
he was confirmed by the Senate.

Y L

P ™M} Fa Do 5

CAEL MoFARLAND
Special Asgistant to the Attorney Ceneral.



Goey)
UNITED STATES SENATE,

WASHIRGTON.

it 49 Broedwsy,
Hew York, June 15th, 1906.

My dear Mr. President:

dnswerlng your letter of June 1%, in which you ask me to state
my cbjections to Hough, it cught to suffice forme to simply Bay

thet I prefer Young to Hough, both men being adaitt qualified
for the position. Un a slmple statesent this » it oceurs to
®e you should herdly hesiteie to sppolnt Mr, Young. The requirements
of the Southern District of New Yark are for &n administretion of the
Judlelel office havirg particulsr reference to the adjudicstion of
eriminel cases. The experlience of Mr. Hough apperteins largely to
cases in admiralty. You heve two judges here now who were appointed
more particulsrly on sccount of thelr familiarity with admirelty
practice. It would be & misteke, in my Judgment, to appoint another
Judge whose chief claim to appointment is his experience in admiralty
practice. Mr. Young, on the other hand, heving been for & considershle
time the District sttorney of Westchester County, has hed lirge ex-
perience in criminal cases, and his appointeent as & District Judpe
would be eminemtly fitting, heving in view the requiresents of the
Distriet. I have no aspersions to cast upon Mr. he I simply feel
that he 18 not the proper man to e&ppoint under the circumstences.
Beyond this, political considerstieons o my mind,
Here is & sectlon of the [istrict with a populeticn of seven hundr
thoussnd having just claims to judieinl recognitiocn. Wy lgnore geo-
grephical considerstions? Agedn, Mr, Hough's affiliations are dis-
esuble to me. His appointment would be, &5 1 huve aa 3 most dis-
It would Be recognized at once es an affront to the
senlor Senatcr of theState of Kew lork. If ¥r. Young were not guaii-
s Ty ocbjections to Mr. be inherently weak, but he is
qualified and his sppointment would be plessing to me. 5till further,
his appointment would infuse into the administraticn of the District
Court & quality of aggressiveness which certsinly would mot cbtein in
the selectlon of Mr. Hough. You end I disagreed some years ago upen
& previcus judicisl appointment in this District. #ny felr-=inded
lewyer, or cbaerver, if he were honest, would tell you today that the
appointment which was made was & mlsteke from the gtendpolint of superior
adminietration. I hope you will not appoint Mr. Hough, because the
efficiency of the Court would suffer thereby. doreover, you would
_l_.-po.ul_;gou me _an affront which, under ell the circumstences, I LThink
no

you ought mot to do,

1 ghall be in Wushiogton on <ondsy and will probebly teke occasion
to communicate with you farther after =y arrival.

Faithfully yours,
(s1gned) T. C. PFlatt

The President,
White Hmn,
Washington, D. C.




Cory)
THE WHITE HOUSE

June 17, 1308,

My dear Senntor Platts

1 have your lstter of the 15th instant., I es not yot prepered to
anngunce my decleion about dr. Hough, but 1 must emphatically dissent from
your statements that "it ought to suffice for me to 8imply suy that I
prefer Young to Hough"; and firthermors that the appointment would "be
recognized as &n affront to the senior Senator from the State of Hew York";
and furthermore from your statesent running es follows: ™You and I

disagreed some yesrs ago upon & previous judicisl appointment in this
Distriet. Any fedr-sinded lawyer, or cbserver, if he were honest,
would tell you to-day thet the appolntment which was made wes & mistake
from the stendpoint of superior administration.” As to that last state-
ment, I presuse you refer to Judge Holt; end I take issue abeolutaly
with you. I have taken particular peins to inguire from all the mesbers
of the bar whose opinion I regard as most worthy of attention, and 1t is
proctically unanimous that Holt is an excoeptionelly fine Judge end hesd
and shoulders shove every other men whom et that time it wes possible
to cbtain for the position.

In the next place, as to the "sffront™ to you; I do mot understend
how you can make such & statement. 1t 18 oy business to nominate or

refuse to nominate and yours our goll 'y to confirm

or mfuse to confirm. Of course the common sense way is to confer to-

pether and try to come to an agressent. It is just exactly what I have
been doing in this matter. If we both do our duty then each will en-
deavor to obtein & man for the poeition who is the best san under the
ciroumstances that can be cbtained, and nelther of us will insist upon
any man for merely personsl reascns if there is good ground egainst

him, nor upon any man who is bot the best man for the positicn. This

iz procisely the course I heve followed in referance to Holt, in raference
to Stimson, and thet 1 am now following in reference to the Judge sbout




to be eppolnted. 1 never sew Hough until the other dgy. I have not
the slightest interest in hie eppointment, save from the standpoint of
the bench and of the publie. 48 you do notindieste any possible ob-
Jection to him, save that you insist upen huving some one else, I must
decline to consider that there will be eny affront to you involved in
eppointing him.

Finelly, I sum sorry to say ! must emphatically disegree with you and
disagree with your ststesentthet it ought to suffice me to have you eimply
ey that you prefer Young to Hough. lou add thst "both men ere sdmittedly
quelified for the position." Here you ssy that Hough is qualified for the
position, but insiet thet your preference for Yourg should be enough to
settle the matter. 1 cennot consider such & proposition. I have not con-
sidered my own individusl preference and 1 cannot consider yours. HNelther
of us is entitled o have his personal preference considersd, and 1t is
the duty of both of us to disregurd our individusl prefererces and take
the =&n who will be most acceptsble to the public and the bar, who will
be most likely to do his work well and faithfully, showing exsct justice
to corporetion end labor union, rich man and poor man, and to the man who
ie neither & member or a corporation or & lsbor union, and is neither righ
nor poor. There is & very strong mtimnt among the memberg of the bar
thet Manhattsn ami not festchester should recelve the appointment, almost
ell the court business being from Manhstten, 1 shell lock carefully
through the qualificetions of Young, of Hough end of any other man who
suggests himself to me, but I cannot afford to let it be supposed thet an
eppolntment to the bench 1= to depend upon the mere personal preference
of a Senstor any more than of the President. Indeed the Initiative in
such ceses ss this must properly lie with the President, not the Senstor.

Sincerely yours,
THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

Hon. T. C. Flatt,
United States Senate.

1J



Coey)

UNITED ETATES SENATE
WASHINGTON

June 13, 1806.

My desr Mp. President:

1 have just recelved your lengthy letter of June 17
in further reference to the district judgeship. In view
of the wide divergence of opinion betwean us on this
subject, it 18 herdly necessary for me to make eny
further ergument. 1 understand, of course, that your
attitude is predicated on & desire to please Mr. Parsons
and to save him from humiliation; in furtherance of
this wish you are proposing to humiliate me.

I am eware that severel of My, Young's friends have
recently recelved letters from Mr. Loeb in which the
etatement is made that "we must do something to save Mr.
Parsons' fuce.®

Frithfully yours,
T. 0. Flatt.
The President,

White House,
Washington, D. C.



(Copy)

THE WHITE HOUSE
Rashington

Jung 18, 1806.
iy dear Senator Flatt:

Your letter of the 18th renders it necessary for me to add one more
word to the matter. Ur. Loeb assures me that there 15 no truth in the
stetement thet he has been writing to Mr. Young'e friends that "we must do
something to save Mr. Parsons' face," &nd if he had so written it would
have been without any authority from me. & a matter of fact, personally
Mr. Loeb has strongly favored the sppointment of the two men you have re-
commended to me, first Chatfield and then Ioung. Of course I have been
desiroue in all theae matters to please Parsons, but 1 have been much more
desirous to please you. If the facts permitied me to think that Young was
the better man to appoint, I should have been even more plessed than if
they forced to me to feal that Hough was the better man to appoint, Lecsuse
I would rether for many resasons have the man whom I thought to be the best
men one whom you recommended than one whom mny Congressman recommended, I
am perfectly well awars that your judgment in this matter will carry more
waight than that of any other “enstor; but I wish it to be understood
emphatically and categorically that I have not considered My, Parsons, and
cannot coneider him, or yourself, or eny one alee, to the extent of
putting his or their or your feelings above the matter of getting the bast
and most competent men as Jjudge for this position.

Lot me repeet that it is sbesurd to suppose that I am trying to humili-
ate you, and that it would not only be ebeurd but wicked to make the citizens
of New York and the bar of New York feel that no men had eny chence for an
appointment to a judgeship unless he should be selected as & matter of
favoritisa and personsl pride, whether by you or by me. 1 am not considering
your preference or my owmn, and still less Parscns'. I am coneldering end
/intend to consider primerily the question as to who would make the best judge.
Sincerely yours,

THEODOHE ROOSEVELT ,

Hon. T. G. Platt,
United “tetes Censte.
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May 18, 1936,

Memo to President

From

At t‘J « Gen.

Encloses-- 1. Three opinions in the Guffey Coal Act case

2. A release which I gave out today on the
sub ject.

3. A summary of the declsions.

SEE-==Platform File-~(S) Drawer 2-=-1936



Memo to Fres.
From
Attorney Gen,

Decislons handed down by Supreme Court.

Three favorable snd two unfavorable.

Favorable=U.3.-=-v.-=Knott, State Treasurer
UeSes==v==Atlantic Mutual Ins. Co,
Warner Bros. Pletures--v==1, S.

Unfavorable--U.8.-=v-=Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Ry. Co.
Morgan=-v--U,S., and the Sec. of Agriculture

SEE==Platform File---(S) Drawer 2--1936



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 8, 1836.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Iopplummapolhur
unﬂdmao:l’rrnkmn-nl

Waterbury than anybody else.

r- D'I ni



{/41/*.«" :
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ;

W WASHINGTON ’ n"
-- July 6, 1936. \“’
T ’

Dear Missy:

I enclose herewith a photostat copy
of & letter recently received from Mr. Justice
Stone. As the letter was marked "Private",
I would not want anyone to see it except the Pres-
ident. I am sure he will be especlally
interested in the second paragraph, which I have

marked.
Ae always,
iana, % -

Miss Marguerite LeHand, _,j,-»] / s
The White House. 174 XYl

»y

h:‘ f )rllrJ/f
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Supreme Conrt of the Ynited States
Washington. 0. €.

July 2, 1936,

Priviie,

Dear Nr, Attorrney Generals:

I had hoped tu ge : and Eee you for
& moment before leaving, but many thinge precced
on e ot tae lect thot I did Lave the oyppor-

turrity.

In view of our conversetion last yecur
it ic » plearure to be sble to tell you that I
think the pretentedicon of caser by the Deyportment
‘wrirg the pret tern bFas been excel’ent., A fire
greup of yeung men hoo becn brought into the De-

pertment end the reszult is shoen both in the
nrieln end ir the crpumente.  With recpect to the
importarnt cavec in which the Government hat been
eorccially irterected, you reed have rno regrets
#¢ to the zanner of precertuticon.

I hone weu pet o foed surmer. I am off
‘or Isle au Haut, Vaine, vhere I am going to vege-
ate rfor + while after &1l the ctrenucous dolrgr.

Vith bert repgormis to you and Mrs.
Curnirpr, I am,

Your: sineerely,

}%L L"“‘-*"u%\"-"-/ J

Hopor: i e Homer | . Cummings,
270 Tilden firect, NV,

1

Furhington, (e C.
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October 15, 1936.

My dear Mr. President:

Inclosed herewith you will find a
letter from Lamar Hardy indicating the result
of his conference with Henry Epstein. You
will recall that I was to ask Mr. Hardy to get
in touch with Mr. Epstein and discuss the
Compos matter with him, Evidently the ar-
rangement worked out very well indeed.

Sincerely yours, —_

The President,
The White Hpuse.



( 0CT 14193
UNITED STATES ATTO ME Y
47 N
&ENgy gele

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YO

NEW YORK

October 13, 1936,

LaMaR HARDY

My dear General:-

I saw Mr. Henry Epstein on last
Saturday pursuant to the request contalned
in your note recelved some days ago. I
told him that the Presldent had received his
letter and I had been asked to glve him some
facts concerning the activities of his college
friend, Pedro Alblzu Compos, now residing in
Puerto Rico. I related as tactfully as I
could the facts contained in the proposed
letter prepared by Dr. Greuning, Director of
the Department of Interior.

Mr. Epstein referred to his boyhood
friend as being a young man at college of the
highest 1deals, but after hearing the story
of what he had been doing in stirring up
trouble which resulted in his trial and con-
viection, Mr. Epstein then sald that he rea-
lized that Compoe had undoubtedly developed
an obscesslon of persecution on the part of
the American government. He seemed entirely
satisfied by what was told him, and thanked
me for disclosing the facts to him., He also
gald he would write a note of appreclation to
the Presldent, thanking him for going to the
trouble of giving him the true plcture of

Compos's activities.
Sincerely yours,
. A
Honorable Homer S. : .
The Attorney General, .
Washington, D.C. )
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“I SHOT AN ARROW INTO THE
IT FELL TO EARTH I KNEW NOT

AIR
WHERE”




January 15, 1937 ﬂﬂ

To Pres.

Memo from Cummings

Enc. clipping of text of
Radlo address of Ray Moley

SEE=-=Ray Moley Folder(S) Drawer 2--1937



/0 2 W /"\I g

THE WHITE HOUSE || !
WASHINGTON i

January 28, 1937.

MEMORANDUM FOR _
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

FOR YOUR CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION.

Fl‘ Dl Ri

Letter from Mrs., Honeyman in re
candidates for the Federal Bench 1n
Oregon - algo letter from Governor
Martin to Mrs. Honeyman.

Note from Miss Dewson enclosing
excerpt from letter of Mrs. James H.
Wolfe in re appointment of Cirocult

Judge.



Pebruary 3, 1337.

From Justice
Memor andum
In re=

Summary of a Bill "To Prevent Unfair Methods
0f Competition In Commerce, To Amend The
Federal Trade Commission Act, And For Other

Purposes."

SEE-=Fair Trade Practices Folder=(S) Drawer 2--1937



1T
H /

February 3, 1937.

From Justice
Memorandum
In re=

Summary of A '" Bill to Prohibit and Prevent
Unfalr Competition and to Amend the Antitrust
Acts" Suggested by the Couneil for Industrial
Relations,

SEE--Fair Trade Practices Folder-(S) Drawer 2--1937
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) DECLASSIFTED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S,

By V. J. Stewart datbEB 29 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Pebruary 9, 1937,

In the matter of the Chemical
Foundation, please investigate:

has beocome the owner of any patents
by 88 or as trustee or dis-
tributor since 1919.

(e) What is the ocapitalisation of
mwmtzmmmm
was aotually t into it by the
:HIIII.II'H" inal owners of its

I have a plan in mind.

F. D. R.

Letter from the Attorney General encloeing
memorandum dealing with the Chemical
Foundation Inec.



THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
WASHINGTON

February 6, 1937.

My dear Mr. President: | %
Enclosed herewith you will find & ¢
memorandum deeling with the Chemical Fnunda.tionf
Ino. You will recall that this is & subjeet
which was mentioned at one of the recent Cabinet
meetings and you expressed a desire to have a

report with reference to 1it.

Sincerely, yours, : .“ p
R

The President,

The White House.






- AXC
\ _S / {LV’JJ"/"//
9, 6 /2, ffﬂr.

/P.fr"" ' r e
ik, Bomas, DR S

B iy U o, D At
aw 9""’ i -
4 j R 4 A ..’)mnc?,o-u



AT
" e e ¢ I

,@af s o/ M/‘:""' Prices Lb’7
i a r(—-u-;féu/

St

24 ,









V2

THE WHITE HOUSE _{.ﬁ;‘hﬁ ces

{ a5 {J
WASHINGTON 7

March 1, 1837.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Will you speak to me
about the enclosed?

r. D- ni

Longhand memorandums,

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8,

By ¥. J. Stewart Dnt-.f_E.-_q_‘.?-_“_ fFF?Z



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

E—axx)
March 2, 1937,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Senator Barkley says he
thinks MeSwinford, thirty-eight
years old, is the best man for

District Judge in Kentucky. Will
you speak to me about this?

r. Dl a-
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. THE WHITE HOUSE A
g WASHINGTON

May 15, 1987.

MEMORANDUM FOH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:
#ilil you speak to me about this.

F.D.R.

Re: File regarding the appointing of a Federal
Judge to take the place of Judge John E.
Martineau, deceased. Are interested in seeing
that they get a judge in sympathy with the
policies of the Roosevelt Administration.
Mayor R. E. Overman of Little Rock, Ark. has
written to Jim Farley regarding same.

May 17: The A.G. is bringing file with him
when he meets the Pres. at 1:50 P.M.



May 24, 1937.

Dear Cecilia:=

Ever so many thanks for the
notes and the gtamps. I am glad the knees
held out and the feathers did not fall off!

We mise you a lot.

Always sincerely,

Mte. Homer

c/o American llhn:r,
Paris,

France.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON A y )

June 4, 1937,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Will you speak to me
about this?

rl' DI R'

Longhand memorandum

Congressman Kloeb - Celina, Ohio,
for Distriot Judge. BSald something
against Court Plan but not violent.
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