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U•Ad ~t&tee 1tt.o1'ftC!)" Ved•l.!fo,, ot h• fortr: , 
t t.r.• to J"tUH or: lde t1t'U.t..1 ~, 'llhle.b 

b.. me t, t ill 1 a tbe t.WI!Ift1V-!irat d.q of thh t.i • 
1 1ai1M that in a ve17 tn dqa 70U •W ~tht 
hi• nli&MUoq \ak.lftl orr.ct. lfOYaber a . thll 

\.. ctutA Ule queaUon of b.i.e st&Cceuor. He.Slt11 
t.o • ., ~.at raitl Oil 1s ot the nltbeat 1a:portanct. 

t wondtr 1t 1<Al will oontlder the edw1•a­
b1Ut.y Ot' &oin£ outl14t o! tho uauo1 ohrmndd 11.1.d 
dro.ttJ.ns •~n• or consequence ror the vali t.ion, 
11lce II.U'Un Oontor. Oeorce • · 11b.it.oo14e, or..,.. 
or u.at. t.,ype. 

Thtr\. art Al'IJ" mcber of UDdJda to41 and I 
lh&1l be cl.t t.o t.&ll tte •t.t.u over 11:1-tb 7fiiJ 
~Yer TOU ..,.. ~. 
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lllr ..... llr. Pri•U " 

lllllted ltatee .t.t~ hd•Ha, ot ... Y..t, 

Me1ne .. """ - IWo .f1Nnb ~. *1eb 

... ,.,... to M1 - ..... -nrn - et Ut.1a -tb. 
I '"P" _.., a a _,. .. ..,_ TOU .ul ~ ... 

1t.1a w••ru- Wdaa etten k• w 21. !b.1a 

-- -- tba .-u- ., lt.1a • .... • lleadl-
\o .., ._, pael\l.a 1a et tM Mpu\ ~. 

I 1 U J'OU .ul •=•' tv tM ....,.._ 
IIUlt;r et ..... •t.&We et .. ~ ,.,..,,.Slid 
a.t'\1ac ot ID I I i n tor tM poa1 U., 

lib UlarUa Cloalll!r, 'urp w. lll1...Us, or -
et .. , ,.,.. 

tt.... an ..., ot ... , .... Slid I 

sllall lis l1ad " \alit tbs •''- - witll 70/11. 
¢now,... .. .....,. 

! I lpMU\&UT )'0/11.1"10 
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taii)JWI)ll]l J'R Cll '1'HI PRKBmiiiT 
J'Cit 'l'BI AftCIIIm' a;::naw. 

On all ai d .. I hear tJ:•' ~~~'• Vu Dan 
wolll4 be •h• beat - we ooul.d aeleo11 
tar Dt.nn•• 4Uamer 111 'be o1nr1e11 ot 

111 whe I pt bukt 
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~\Y~~}J-. 
·' \ ~ OO.f.fitt oHqr.Altnt'IU1? <ien.eral 

·~hm,ll .CI!. 
October 8, 1934. 

'1'J.o President, 
T"na 'iohi te Bouse. 

II)< dear llr. President: 

.. 
I -

I aa tsldng a great dea1 of satisfaction tod&J in Ule fact that the Supremo Court denied the writ of certiorari in the 
tax case ineti tuted b.Y Ule WHJ iam Wa1dorr As tor Estate to obtain 
n rei'und or the Tax paid in August 1922, amounting to oore Ulan 
ten llli1J.ion do11ara. Juclpent was ontered against the United 
States Govenment in the District Court on Ju1)' 8 , 1931. In view 
of the importance or th<J matter am Ule d6lny incident to gettJng 
the record in shapo, I asked lolr . W1111aa Stanle)', the Assi stant 
to th6 Attorney Oenera1 , to look into the ~~atter am tske cb&rge or it. He did so in glorioua fashion. 

Be fina11)' got the cuse before the Circuit Court or 
Appea1s in the Second District tux! arguocl the matter to that court 
in such porsuasive Cashion that the jadpent wee r eversed . His 
arg~eent na one tha t reflected great credit on bi.aselt as will 
aa upon the Departllent of Justice . John II . Davis reproscntsd the 
Estate and it i s no exaggeration to say that Stanlo)' did u better 
j ob than did the f1111ous "John \'1 ." Since then strenuous efforts 
have been llade b.Y the attorneys for tho ! state to secure a writ or certiorari . As above stated , this application WllS denied tod!Q' and that er>ds the matter . 

Tho origi n~~J judgJDent with interest thoreon B.llounted to 
about nineteen cdlllon dollars . I t "" a difficult and ooaplioated 
-tter and natural!)' I .,. greaU)' pleased with the resu1t . Inoi-
dontail)' the attorM)'a for tho Estate will have to do without Uleir 
t wency- f ive per cent eontinganc)' - a 1natter of a bit more than four 
million dGll.a.rs - quite a SWJI in these deys . 14oroover, 1t ma)' cut 
down John Yl . 1 s contribution to the Libert., Leoguo. 
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TME WH I T[ HOU IC 

w .-.a "•NOTOfol 

KEWO YOR THE PRESIDENT: 

You ~•s want to &lance 

at tbls be!oTe l t la !lled. 

[t seeas ~at the lnct4ent l s 

now elosed . 

111111 

•''\ 



Tbe Preait'tlllt., 
'!he lh.U.e Ht.ue. 

'b' dear ilt-. Pre1tdez:tt: 

On Sept.r.:~be.r 131 1 boUeve . yvu 1Alephon~ WI Jlr . 
J. Ed,p.r Hoovtr in eo.nnoctJ.on wi t.h a co-.ua.iDt. IMdt cy Opt.oo 
S1nda1r ral&UYe t.o • certain tund of llS,OOO wb1ch :uad 'beeo 
rec.ei Yell at. ~· tort f'rocc Loa Ann lee b orcle.r to ee,Jd pnc.atara 
to C..U.COl"'l.l.a co br-.t up the 6lacl.a1r .. ,. .... ,.u.. t..t.er t I 
beli.nt, lllr. S.btol&tr WNW t.o Mrt. tcooMTelt. ......ut. to.e .._ 
-..bject. &ad \oat. let.ter CAM onr t.o t.h1.e ort!.ee. 

At.t.t.Cbed hereto b a ... ormdu sbowin& t.no reoult 
or tne i.n.qu1r.1ot uuade. The infora.atlon ha$ botn oo~!cat.ed 
to Y:. Sincl.&ir in a pu:tonal 1nt.ATV1oW and it 11 ~ undu­
•t.aad.i.ft& Ulat. he ia eatiafi.td wUb the &ituation and n .. ex­
~•a«< appre¢laUon ror tbe MDI\or l.n ~cla the 1.etJ'W.f'7 bAt 
bee eo:oduot.td and eoaaidera t.t..e lr.c.idect. cloa.ed. 



October 26, 19:34 

MOORAND(JM 

llr. Upton Sinclair was interviewed at Loa An&alea, 
California on Septeaber 1:3, 19:34 and ad'fiaed tb.at when he went East 
he took w1 tb. hill Richard Crane Gartz who 16 about thirtr or thir'tf­
five ;yeara of age, tb.e son of a wealtb.;y woman in Lea Angales, and 
a uaber of the Crane faaU;y in Chicago, Illinois. llr. Gartz had 
be1111 living in Califomia and had been indulging in intoxicants 
for a long period of time, but had a t taapted to abstain from drink­
ing. llhen llr. Sinclair left !In York for Lea Angales, llr. Gartz 
stated tb.at he intt!ll.ded to reaain in New Iork for a U.e and that 
he had received inforaation from tb.e foraer secretary c! Arnold 
Rotb.stein tb.at so11e person or persona in Lea Angeles had sent 
$15,000 to !In Iork Citr for tbe purpose of importing hoodlUIIs into 
Lea !JI&alea to interfere witb llr. Sinclair's acti'fitiea tb.ere. 

Jlr. GarU waa located and interviewed at Chicago, Illinois. 
He ad'fised that wh1le in !In Iork he aet one Sidney Ste.ger, who was 
fonaerl;y a secretary or a.aaociate of Arnold Rothstein, and stated he 
was tbe lll&n who had inforaed hill that $151000 had been sent to Hew York 
to be used in hiring th1.rt;y gangsters to go to C&llfomia for tb.e pul'­
pcae of organising tb.e underworld tb.ere in opposition to Jlr. Sinclair. 
Jlr. Garts stated that Stegs.r further ad'fiaed hill that thia money did 
not go to tb.e rigbt pa.rV and that tbe """' who had received the money 
wonld probably keep it and wonld not use it for tbe purpose for 'IIIlich 
it ns aent . 

llr. Ge.rta stated that wh.., he first met Stager, Stager 
stated that he did not understand llr. Sinelair1 s pcllciea and tb.at 
he ns not in s;yapatb.;y w1 tb. hia. Mr. llarta stated tbat after talk­
ing with Staaer for a considerable period of tills and explaining 
to hia all tbe principles for which llr. Sinelair stood, he succeeded 
in converting ~er who indicated that he na now in s;yapatb.;y with 
Jlr. Sinclair. Sta&er th.., inforaed llr. llarts that 1n retarD for 
aoM aeaiatance at election tiae he and other ... bora of tbe under­
world in In Jorlc """ted tbe Coaaiaear;y Departuot and tbe Pr111011 
Depertunt in C&llfomia. llr. 0e.rts stated tbat b;y this na oaeant 
that stager and hia aasooiatea llllDt.d tbe patrooage from theae two 
depertuDte. stager also RDted Jlr. Sinelair to refrain hom inter­
fering witll a117 of stager'• guabl.ing acti'fitiee 1n Callfomia 1n tlle 
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eTent llr. Sinclair were elected GoTernor . llr. Gertz stated that he 
intor-ed Stager thet llr. Sinclair would not promise aD;Tthillg, but 
thet in hie opinion llr. Sinclair would not interfere with the gamblers 
11' thq did not eommi t 8ZJ3 overt act or do &llJ'thing to arouse public 
opinion which would force llr. Sinclair to take action. 

llr. Gertll f'urther stated that one Morrie Traicldner 1o the 
eo-called boee of the underworld in New York and that another person 
aaeociated with Traicldner is an indhidual naaed Jloe Sedway, BOlle­

tilles being called "Little lloe•. He indicated that these individuals 
were associated with Stager in connection with the underworld actiTities 
in New York. 

Invutigation by the !lew York City Of fice disclosed that 
Sidney Stager ia a Broadway character and 1o u~ found in the 
vicinity of Broadway and 50th Street. Tbere ia no infor-ation or 
evidence indicating that he was associated with Rothstein in a 
secretarial or 8ZJ3 other capacity, although it IIIII¥ very well be that 
he was somewhat acquainted with Rothstein. Stager is not considered 
iJIIportant in New York City. Jlorris Tr&icldner, mentioned by llr. Oerts , 
is evidently an individual who resides at #4 Kate Street, Albany, New 
York, but there is no intor-ation available concerning his underworld 
contacte. !foe Sed way is an illportant, al thougll little lmom mobs tar 
in !lew York Cit,y . During the prohibition era he was associated with 
'lla.."<"-Y Gordon and other liquor rings. A few months ago he was con­
tellpl ating financing a nigllt club in New York City with Barry Richlwl 
ae the chief entertainer, but this deal fell through. 

On October 12, 19J4 Mr. Oerts was again interviewed at Loa 
Angeles, California in an atte.pt to obtain 100re details from him con­
cerning this eatter. At this tille he repeated in substance the informa­
tion he had given in the interview at Chicago, and in addition s tated 
that Stager had 1n1 tiated the aeeting between hill self and Stager by 
telephoning to llr. Qe.rts at the Algonquin Hotel where the Sinclair 
party resided during ite atay in New York Ci ty. According to llr. 
Garts , in hie 'ftrloue converaationa with Stager the subject of race­
track and other foras of gambling was discu81ed . tbey speculated 
concerning the aatter of protection for ge.abling and it was rather 
apparent that the interest ot Steger wus to find out whether 11r. 
Sinclair would be liberal in those aatters and also whether he would 
be liberal onl.T to the favored organization. llr. Steger and possibly 
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aoea of bie ueoeiatea Mde Tery elaborate explanations to Jlr. Ge.rts 
u to the worldJlga of 'l'lrloua eo-called raclteta in Hew York CitT, 
auch aa the llill< racket, the liquor r acket , tho snow r...,val racket 
and othera. Mr. Guts atated tha~ be bad in!'onaed Stager and bia 
aaaociataa that in hia judpant, !lr. S:l.ncl&ir would have no objection 
to the bull dl ng of en:y nuaber of race-tracka in California, provided 
thq nre built along the linea of real co-mmit;, aemce, and he 
deaoribad an .. terpriae wh.icb would colllbine tennis courta, ohi.l.draD'a 
playground a, swia:m.ng pools, and parka w1 th race-tracka. Be said he 
w1u aura that ao long a a it waa not State 110ney, but private capital 
to be invested in aucb onterpriaes, !lr. Sincla.l.r would encourage their 
deYelopment. 

At tbia interTiaw llr· Guts at.o<tad that Sidney Stager 
waa then at Loa .lngelaa, having arrived on about October 10, 1934 , 
in accordance w1 th an agreeaent prniouely made between llr. Ge.rts 
and Stnger. Be also etated that Stager had in.fonaed h1n that eight 
New York &&ngetera h&d also cou to Loa .logelaa. 

Fl'oa the intorsation supplied by llr. Guts and the aanner 
in 'lhicb he supplied thia inforsation, as well aa bia general atti­
tude, it waa concluded that there waa a poaaibU.it,y that St<1ger was 
Mrely working on bie cradull t,y in an effort to obtain ao111e personal 
ad'l'alltage for hi.uelf. It was decided, therefore, to internee 
Stager wh.ile he waa in Loa .logelea. 

Stager, upon baing intAr't'iewed, stated that he bad had 
certain conYaraationa with Jlr. Gartz wherein be had discussed ganerel-17 the utter of racketeering in connection with elections and stated 
that be had deacribad the operation ot png politics in Nn York, 
and had also discussed the bena!'i ta 'Obi ell accrued to thoae wbo sue­
oeaafull;y exercised preasure of tbia nature in poli tieel caapaigna. 
He also .C%1Ullcly admtted that the purpose of biD contact with Jlr. 
Garts at Hn Yorlc and hie aubsequeot eonnraatione with b1a there, 
and bis trip to Loa Ao&elea nra for the parpoae ot • chiaaling• 
into the picture. He atAtad that haTing knom Jlr. Garts tor a 
uuaber ot 7aar1 •• the eon of an taetraely weal th7 fuil7, and 
having obaer'Fid bia oloae and intiJoatA association with llr. Sinclair, 
be thought that be recopisad an opportunity to gain distinct 
peraonal adT&nta&e• 
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Stager dlllied that he had ner adnhd llr. Gerta that a sua ot IIOD87 had bee eant troll California to Nn York for the purpose or eng&litlll p~~~atere to co• to C&litomie to interfere with llr. Sinclair' a caapailll • He &leo danied that he had told llr. G&rta the.t ~~t In York p~~~etere were alread7 in Loa Angeles. Stager atated it wae hil belief that the idee. of per-11011&1 nolence and rou&h tactics to obstruct the Sinclair caa­pa.1gn or any caapa.illl', -• the rankeet foollebn .. e aDd he di~ cle.iaed azq idee. of ••er h&~ll pereonall7 considered any such ech•e, further etatins that he bella.ed no other per11011a repr~ a.,t.ina &DT interest for or againat &IIJ' candidate in the California aleotione, oonteapl4ted auch tectica • 

.,., questioned as to wh&t isportant contributions he could uke to the election o! llr. Sinclair, Staser countered with the inqui17, "llbat about the support or 'IIUllaa Randolph Hearatt• Questioned aa to llbether he could dellnr the Bee.ret 11upport to llr. Sinele.ir, Staser replied, •r could tey to do it aDd I u teying to do it. • 

He indicated that the purpose of hie trip to Loa Angeles as to oontect e. repreaantstive of llr. Hearst in order to e.rr1111ge !or the Hearst .upport. Be stated, hon•er, that he bad bean unable to cont..~ct this part.7 and he bad decided to return to Hew York. 
Stoser stated that he had a strong per11011al lllc1ng tor llr. Garts, and that llr. Ge.rt:a had 11&117 fine qualitiae, but that he was a very 1mpren1onab1e indindual. Stecer atsted that during the ~oua connraatione with llr. Gerta, both in !law York and in Loa .lngelaa, he had bean tUUna the llind or llr. Ga.rt:a with 1UJ11 idaaa or euggutions which obnoual7 l.Japreaeed llr. Ge.rta hiibl3. Stager atated that the reason for doinS thie waa for the purpose o! lqing a foundation for ao .. tuture personal bceti te to h1allelt. 

The inforution obtained u a result ot the intertian witll llr. O&rU an4 Staaer •• ~icated to lr. Sinclair in an intemew, aDd llr. Sinclair apreaaed hia appreciation ot the ...... er in which tbia inquirT had be., conducted, 1111d ft8 nry well plee.aed '!'ith the action talt., in thia •tter. Be l.Jidioated that he waa now oonaider­ing the antire •tter oloaed. 
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THE WHITE HOUS~ y ~\. l \) 
WASHI NGTON .'- ) 

't-.\.,.. <) 
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Dooecber 19 , 1934. 

umorwmtm FOR 

TilE AT'l'OR}fEY GEUERAL 

Wi~ you apeak to ce 

about Jtuadon and Jllller ot the 

Solicitor General ' s otfice - - aloo 

ab'lut poroento.co of ceroernr1 np­

pl1cntiono by the Oovorru10t:1t be1n(; 

dcn1od by the Suprone Court ':' 

F. D. R.. 
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lY (l)ffiu D'flJt:t)..ftottlt~ <.itntra1 

~11.0!. 

Febru&ry 4, 19S5 . 

Tho President, 

The 1lh1 t e llouae . 

t.zy- dear 11r. President: 

The attached 7001 may have seen. 

!lo Ulportanc. should be a t tached to the coneluaioo 
that Ju11tice Van Devanter i s writing an op1n.ion in the gold 
claU8e caaea because o! his f ailure to aub!Ol. t &n1 opinion 
t odq. He baa not eubaitted &n1 opinions thua tar this term 
of Court, eo Judge Biggs i.ntorms ce . 

The tact, however, that the Chief Juntice did not 
render an opinion ~ ho.ve some aigniticance as he baa ren­
dered an opinion on ovary opinion d~ this term, until today. 
Scmetimeehe baa rendered two opinions . There i e some baais , 
t heref or e , tor concl uding that he ~ be engaged in writing 
an opinion in tho gold clauae eases, tbougb I think it is f air 
to s~ that i t baa general..cy been anticipated that he would 
do so, in view o! their outatandlllg importance. 

Reapecttul.l,y yours, 

~«--7_/ 
At torney General . Encl . 
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f . ALMOST CERTAIN PROOF THAT THE SUPREME COURT HAS DECIDED THE 
~ '. . I 

\ 

GOLD CASES AND THAT THE OPINIONS WILL BE WRITTEN BY CHIEF JUSTICE 

HUGHES AND JUSTICE WILLIS VAN pEVANTER WAS GIVEN IN THE COURT TODAY 

AT THE READING OF OPINIONS. 
.. 

IT IS CUSTOMARY FOR EvERY MEMBER OF THE COURT TO ~ELIVER AT 

LEAST ONE OPINION. NEITHER MUGHES NOR VAN DEVANTER DELIVERED .. 
NY. THE RESULT WAS AN UNUSUALLY SHORT DECISION SESSION LASTI NG 

. 
ESS THAN TWO HOURS. 

"------· . THE DEDUCTION WAS THAT THE TWO JUSTICES WHO DID NOT . 

ACT HAVE BEEN TOO BUSY TO DO SO. THE GOLD CASE IS THE ONLY ONE 
•• OF OUTSTANDING IMPORTANCE AND ALMOST THE ONLY CASE LEFT UNDECIDED 

AFTER THE NOON SESSION • 
. . 

(COPYRIGHT BY UNITED PRESS> 

2/4·-R223P 
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THE: WHIT£ HOUSE 
WA ... INOTOH 

rebJ'\Ia1'7 •. 1~. 

IJI ~· - JfiZ7 .... 1n 
~ D1otzoiot of Col~. I t1ad 
tbat IDtorlor took lt up d1roo\ l 7 
11'1\h llr. a.meu and tbat ~ lattor 
dld aot notlf7 ~ Dopart.ent ot 
hotloo. I - lncllnod to \hl.nlt 
~t 1n tllturo caaoe or thlo lt1M., 
oopoclall7 1n Waohl.agton, ~ 
Dopar\ll.,t lmolnd aDd tba 
D1otr1ot Attome7 lllould at loaet 
notlf7 \he Departtlent or .ll.lot1oo. 
Wlll 7ou ploaee tell 7our pocplot 

r. D. R. 



OOfftc-t .oHlft}Jhr~ ®tn:nal 
~hm.J.Cil. 

February 4, 1955 . 

The President , 
The White Houae. 

rcy dear r.tr . President• 

A f ew days ago you asked me whether the 
Departcent or JUBtice had been intonned of the calling 
or t he Grand Jury in the District et ColWlbia. I 
stated, at that time , that I had not heard that a special 
Grand Jury was to be called. Si nce then I have cheeked 
up and find that the Department of the lnterior took up 
the catter directly with !lr. Garnett , and that the latter 
did not notifY this off ice, presumably as a result of an 
oVer-sight . 

The original letter et explanation from r.tr . 
Garnett ie attached hereto. 

Encl. 
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~ AU.CrTA7 O.•rrl , 
=-~~nt. o! JW1t1ce , 
-~,D, t. C, 

WAAHIHOTON, D, C. 

~-'h uer 11 " •~h~:~,.nt t~e la.for.:atha i'f .. n 7'""'~ 
by t.tlepoone \ o AUhtant J.Uorn•¥ ~n rt\l St.rnley. rell.tlve to 
an alle 1d contoi~c7 to 4e!raui ~ee United St•t.ta 1n conr.ectiott }/ 
wi th a Publtc Wor-e• J..L.:.lnit t rattot.l. :u-oJtct 1n ~he Suu of '!'OXAI . 

~~ ~\ttr •~• rt!trre4 tg ttt~ otf1 gc tlrcgs bz t~ Stcret r,r 
of t.:..e lnt1rior, U. \.!tine uat.ed ;..'lat t -""" CAit ••• of tM ut.Ait 

rtan.ce U t."'t De'Ol"r!:J~e~t . IU'Id d...o .~td 1 •4.1Mt a,; ' • .,.ciA! 
c.~te.:alotl. lr1 ~1•• ot \ ..o !act Uat te'Ytlr.l )f ;.:Air t~L-•er• •-er 
")"'J&r~tl. ..TOhed, a:a4 1! ;1a a:r.ar:tt.t con• iraq •• ~~t bro.,_o 

ln at o.a.c:e, t • Oo•n'!UIIftt •o:.l .. eo~D lAY't u 'b•clo h to;ta.& co:.· 
! :"Uts aA4 -.elf...; ~.ta oa • P . T • ..L. allo\:o~Jou or .,.,. rl\l clllb1: 
.ollara !or t h reJect , ~ -olu.t &n.l MK:ltinUQ!'.a w~c , as 

a r •ul t of :~ co-nr.'ll n.ey, e:-t obTt 0\1.11;' ff'tuhl""M aM 1n1::;1eal 
:.o t~')t ..ctu .. ua .,t t.ht UnltH s:. .. t.et . 

t!'ht tvl 1tnet l"tl ute4 t:o t:hla ot!let bl 1.)\t Storn~~.r o! t .t 
I ntntor r\taclolla brhfl7 t:r.e .. tach. ~ t to. t ~~:-.thl 11f:0 
approx1l..At e1¥ tour ullli .. n dollMI wu allotU4 b1 the Public 'for~ 
~n1ttra~1on fo r An lrrl~~tto~ ~~oJtot 1A the 8tatt of ~~ • • 
':~ 'J)la.c to Ctt¥'1"1 out ~he wor-e called •'"•cltlol'lll.t tor a ei'Jlal 
•7•te.:.. ~~ project 1t.atlt n.a ~ 1t !'unM:~nt Uy ao'Wld. Prior 
to t •• t allot 4.ot of the ~lAT b,- the P.uUc lor'"11 ..t~...idltt11t1oa 

( 

~ -rlor to t"'t h lMlQ4 ot t~ co.u')1r-.cy. t t roJeet 4Uio4 
1)}.-.na nrt ,..,ron! b-7 one ct ;h..~ all~ co.ce tra\.ora •bo .... tn 
e.&r4e o:r I'll lrrlpt.l~n utt.ers a. tbt latlllqto=. o!tlct ot ;he 
~bUc. l'or 1 .t..!1:a1 htr,..Uon. & . acc:ordb~b. i'.A4 a"I'O...S. or tl:ot 
ca:l&l ,,..,IIA pr.Tloul;- rtftrre! to. .&.n r t • allot. =ar.t l:t..4 ~ec 

l 
ca.e.. . •• atotttl'l-1 , fUrt •r tet.-"1.1!• of t~ GAK1 Q"'t~ •~!'f: :!'r 
tt;.'t.td to uot. •r all• -.4 w;.~r of t• oor.l"l,..,ey • "'• o:ae of 
tte local P.f,.l. enctr.e•r• in :.xa8. Re \1aa~rovt4 t canal 
~t.n an~ r~o •nr\tl ln lien t~•reof ~lpt prt••~• nl ~. In : !a 
cor-.rotCUon 1\ c .to bt 6•~natr,.ted that "' t ot~W-1 t;rttfi!Q ·~• " far 



- t -

• r~Mrhr at.4 P":'e ~,DGClie-.1 -ca . ~• tiH"Ulat.r 1D ~FotaUcm, ne btf.IN 

I
t ~ 41M ·~e4 t•.a ou.al a .• ,., -ot ta t.Q<.Icla t1U. urhta otnelab or '-• n4 •oo4 tnll•JtU')' tn cauror=h, .-. • Qt •!'lo=. tt ••• aoctuatut4 •Hh , am4 «<t t.hm lntereaud ta tu~hhtoa re4 •oodi pipe ror U.t rn>· J-.ct . 1"hh antetTrlu u .• to 'be • Mlt-llq·•idatlL aca _.._, U.e ~oa!Sa -.~ bl lu ad •t- ta.r• .,YIIr b. t a ~•:-p ct.-aN \J Mtu-e lc \!.irt7 

( 

¥Nra. i.cfl'1ni: 1;, ~tlr.-~· t at ~. flft p-tat\iit"t a,. .. t- .,.. a ta\tu o:.t, ,.; tell aat~.a t.tJpout'bh to Jlr<lvt, t.ha 11&\ntal LO \It uM4 tn U~ £1lrt preaa•lt"t IJite~ tbOUld tleva bttn ot tbt tn• tt.d d~nbilUy to at \eftat lett tba ltta or t a boad.. It c.n be 4amoaa~rattd ~o:4 U7 4cu.bt t 'At ra£ ~t\ woul4 ~»C. lut l1Jt ta. t A Ml ·t:.borboo4 :')r tU· 

I UtD ;.·MTt, ~ar t..wt eoc.:U.to:.a l t wuaU t *"' u teoe c4 \a \lnd tn oa ~h rrojeo t. Ct ar mtertab aue!l u coccrate , rtra ar.4 aven rtr •o~l4 laat at leeat tblrty yttrt . 

-:::t. ell• .-.4 ooa.t 1,..~••, lndadh;.,. \. • ,..., J. • • · ottlclala r•­tt~e4 \0
1 OLt otr1ct )f ~t w\t\t ~attr ~lat~lO\ ta ~X.61 a -exaa oootreot.or and tt h .. t t:.r.e ott1otat. or u.a t"ed wood h~o~ua\ry, met. In or.ua and eoD.tarrtd In t.loo lnter .. h or t.l:lt red wood e<IJriPUl .. and h!. t'..ll'tbtraz;u gU.rtlli' ot t .;.t oonaplrec7. Fla::ta ••r• ladt ,,, eUtlt oo-··ttUloc ~~;4 .,...,.. \ • tee\ tbtt r-.4 • oocl en4 oct: n4 -~ "' \0 h tlM4 • "- t ~-oJMt. ~ P. '1. 1 . tiC11!Mr •t.? waa autlo .. t4 tc ~tut , and ~o hd turned 40'1111 t'"• o-Afld ~et01; .end artl"'"t4 or the p1r• preuure plaA , ••• Q~ttrt4 and ecct1'>tt4 a poa.1 Uon .. er.,:ln .. r •itb U'- Ct•t• i.:..ttr Olatrlot, h.a:ln;: •d• a.re, ho•••r, t.olat tta:oe ••• • ran.,. •.n-lrar ta. t.l.t ::tate r . •· .l. )trtca •:-.o woa:4 uaht ... ~.a lo OUT7ln,. ...,gt t.A !'lana a.&:ld 4tl&Ut .or \ • eoc~ltt•7 ta e~acUoa. •ltb t~t otttea •ter.t¥t~ P.Ctttary. 

H ••• alto rut ot tt:. eoo.tplraet to o rrer "'' •:~&in":- in cl:.ar·t 

( 
•t t":a lrrltat:lOD .,.,. r1r t • ;utl.H: lor\;• lt:l.DiatnUoG Ia aa!.lra.o·· t•, 8 potl Ll• U 80Dtu1Un..· ettL .. r f~l \ ~ p.roJtet. (%) :0.& , ~ 

• ,_•:... tT'f'M'Ytt t•.a ptr- rrna~.~.ra ·~'• w . .s L~ t1M or t.le rle.na ~•fl&etrlutto;;s lntlif'lo" tbt aUtlytn • or ctoct;~ot1tlon and the certain 

« u•• or red wood tor rtr-.a oc Vt proJtU . "" re.o1ut.1 )ft O:J?C'1t.Un~ t.ia •·• ~~ .. •4 t tLe ~tate ·atar ~l•tr1et l,.rd ~t r~r ot.t~• re.•aa• 1L na ta-t. rr:te \~ &Jo.ta rte>rdt. ':"'• • ~io.M:- lfl quMtloD ca~• lle'l'tnl trl"'• t:. :'IJ~:'J• •Mh et.lll lD tit ~trc•nt tE~:plo"' el:'it ~4 t')Ol, r-rl. la .. ,..ral oont•nnc .. ot t~t con.-ptroton, In eomt or •blol': plant ••r. C<lnal,lll;l;,ett4 t o tUrle ct<laf'etlt.t lft, co ••• :-a ame:eatt tor t~• rt~ woo4 lattre•t• ·~4 to: t • oonart~er. 

;:aU !'Indo tr1l"ta •• art. ttl ~ u-.. ra:rt an.nct of t~ • ooo")'lnor qr• l"IOtlYad b)' tbe ..... htnct.llD enr.lntor oltrlo:~od bJ' tl.t I , W. •• , not et t.ha 

-



{ 

i W.OT r~n~ of·tiall o' tt.t P. W. J.. 'bl.lt 111t .. club to wi'lic' t ~ • \(.iMer belonc:-e.d La t. il cu,.. S..,.rd atll:l_ l•ntre a:... lMt o. l~rl~r.at• l=& A!~~ r Tail le. I t • • ,.rt of t~t •~beet not onl7 t~ n&A cor~tr. ot: ~he uee or rH woo.:!. We. o ull 1C at AA • onU!ao~:o! "U"lce . tll o! t:.e rel •lXII ~tea \t • ..,. -.r~ to t t '!'ll•n• . tdr cz..-~t.1U .. t~\U fli.Ylr-c be~ rendtrd 1 lOU lbh. 

':':~ :JoYt~~ n11 t \e •'re:uitd. ttl "·~• '-1l1D tU!>t'Cta: 1. ot t .e n'n"'u t~t;1, tah ht\al .. r'fiett o! l't ltntt t rtt of lt.t ~l~:e .. ; ... Of lts rl t U C tr ~t !"r.el,j- Ai tv.ll1: - . C":' lU E. .... M,. t.ro~ 'u• nen•h• f'O!lts : , . t "''DJ.! ·..-. JOtdltl7 to lnNr tu:r;.!Air tlr-'Jlcial lou \.1-.rou. h t 'It tn .. OW'Ht o! •~ bolide . btc'lU • tlll C:Jt.l 1-rllq", 1! cu-rltd. crt.t . W"0~4 u::d~T..l)te41.7 ~.,..Woe lt. ..,roJKt • ::o::.-11~ t1D6 :e u 11. t1Mr..Cl :..1 fttilurt , 

·-• co .•• .,l..-c; .u o'b-ri?-ual,t a 6n •Ht 4 aa: l..ntrlc u one tn~hlt'C' 11. t or.l7 A QC\11 of 4oe'Q.:JtnU, let:.e%'1 tu•.t' •Lre. , but ~· lnvolnd e.n· 11&e•r1~ -.~1 a~ltctt!1e !ac ta. 

I H • •• oat. rttd ti411ot lt •oW.4 UIC.!! rt.\ l •u tWO t ? three •••-=- to .,re t t :he c;ue to a 4,: · · JV7. U. wu. 'M!-; lt• Y r"? at.~. & elltl ~ 1AL: the t'W.l and. un41•14e~~. ttentlon .r -h• in.Y n.la::; Unc: WJ4.;· . ( t t '"'' , oceorJ1ncly, clea;..e &dYhable to u lor awcW n.c:l JUZ'7 • .1. .der :~ ron• oas o! ;..e ~1\rl.c~ "::f Cold1 C~de. e:-.lla ..a c.;:or4-lb..).J' M:.a OJ:. S \ott-~ 1, at. !Wr\ the 0.11ef J ,• t1c. .n.nted to e r ft(!u•et l ant or~er~ t1w Jur.t C~1t 1o " t .._ tY pro •r ~~o."t.S ~•••-.r tW~ ""' .'n'Ye a .,.c:hl ~ J\U"7 ••· e : • o l'tbn:.;. t'1 6t. ..ut . 
't•••ta! ,\, !r. !'11•11.;;. to • r lwrf• ••al~~ t b ca...• • ...6 .:.o taa t.IA o:;t•lL lt hla e01.Urt attentl.oo. lr111 P•••· t \J.te c:'tter t.o Lt.e apHlo.l •rand Juey ..t·en l\. h O.,it.,.c•d. 

l rill ••• btl\ ""·• Z.rart1 tlot ta bf\ •dvU•d or wb••ll'aot de.,elon::.ct.a . 



,f 

The Preai dent, 
The White House. 

ll;v dear Lfr. President: 

<t>ffirt ofl1ft;.1tomev <irnnal 
lfulyinghm.lUil. 

llarcb 6' 19l55 • 

. /tf ) 
?.,' ~ (' \ ,. 
I .:' C,.., . ( 

On Mon.Jay, February tho twenty-filth , I spent practic~ 
the entire day in New York, going onr the situation in the CuatOitS 
Court . T!te court, aa you know, ia located at 201 Varick Street, 
and, on the sace noor of tho building, there are located tho offices 
of Assistant Attorney General Jackson. I conferred with all of the 
Jud&es , except one or two who were out of town. I also inspected 
the Clerk• s office, the fllo rooms , and the hearing roo=&, and mot 
all of the atte-dants . I also got in touch person~ with the 
various cembers of~. Jackson ' s staff and tho clerical .olp as well . 

I he.d a loJ18 conforonco with tl'.o Judges , and I think I have 
a little c l earer idea of tbeir problems than I harl before. I think 
also the visit waa extremo~ stimulatiJ18 Md helpful to tho Court . I 
may sa,y , incidentally, that there i s no record th4t an.~• prev10U8 Attorney 
Ge~.oral he.d ever visited the Court i n its entire history. 

To put it lll1ldl,y , the Jud&es "Are delighted .. ~ th":. 'll'<l 
prepared to cooperate to the fullest extent of tbeir ebili~J in eloar-
1ll8 up and speeding up the work or tho CO'.lrl . Alr<lac!.r distinct 
i =prove1:ent bns been made &lld the PreBidU.: Judge , in behalf of bia 
cussoci.ates , asked zoe to extend t.'leir eo:pl.iJ:!ents to you and to assure 
you that with a little patience they ere confident that you wUl be 
pleased with the results . 

Respectful.l,y :·ours, 

~ a::;: __ 7/ 
Attorney General . 



t • ~. ----

IJ1!IIORAUOOlJ l;'QR Tliii A'l'TOR!mx' Gm!DAL 

\that would ,-ou think of a Ouba.n 

l nwror r epreaent 1ng tho Cuban OovernMeD\ 

or CubeD pluneera f111nc a Drier ADloU8 

Curiae w1 th t lle SUpl"eme Court in the tri ple 

A oaae? Onueual-bu\ pooai\Jl.7 good. 

'!'he •-e thiDg migh\ be done OD be­

halt ot Pueno R1oo, Virgi n I alanda md 

Ba-11-eaoh 'b7 a aeparate brier. 

P. Do Ro 



--



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTOH, D.C. 

lf!!?BAifWM TO M Anggtrt qmm 

lD &atblrJnC •t.ui&l.a GO the Diltpe.rt..Mnt1 1 haft COM acrooa t.bo a\tAel* apricb~ O<>I"Napcolllonca bohoae Preai­deat. !Mod.ort RooaeTtllt. &nd Senet.o:r Platt reapeot.J.nc tb8 •P­point.Dt. of Judge Rouch - Wh.icb correepondenoe &&)' be •• aaualna \c ,..,., u it 1o \c M. 

Doopiw t.bo otr- obj..,u..,. ot •t.bo l.epubllcan boeo 1n lew tort• Prea1d•nt Roosevelt noainated Judge Rough and 
he •• cOilt'irud b7 the Sen.t... 

C:::-' "'. ,... ...._!) -3> 
c.uu. lle7 AliLIJI) 

SpecW .Utiate.nt to the Att..oftl.e7 O.na.r&l. 



At 49 Brohd•&J' • 
~~·York, June 15th, 1908. 

_, d-.r lf:r. Pr••ldeat..• 

.t.n.a:•erl~ 70ur' letter or Jw. l.S, 1n Wblch 70U aak .. to ataw 
~ obJectiona to Hough , it ou.gbt \.0 eutrice tar • t.o dapls say 
t.Nlt. I prefer.~ t.o .. Hough, both men being ad&it.t.oclll quall.tied tor tho P.!!!ItlAJ>. On-.-.a.p!il!.ohcenfOt'""tldo kind, i occuro ~o 
• JrAl abculd b&rdl.t heait.ate (o appoint ~WJ:IC. !be requiru.Ou ot t.be SCiithtrn lj.tftrlet. d ••• rort are tor u icl&J.D1Arat1on ot \.be 
JudlcJd oN'ico h&Yl~ parl.lculu ,..r.,.. co to ~be odJudicou.., ot 
crlslnal co•••· Tho .._1..,.• ot Jlr. !!cliO> app.rwino l..rge)J to 
eu•• 1n ada1rUt¥ · tou he:•• \.wo Jude•• bare oow wbo were appoizrt.,ld 
_.. puUcu.lor)J on •ccollll1o at their t....u.tarlty wit~ odslTIUty 
pre ot!ce. H. w-ould 1a a. aiett.ke , in '1111 judpent, to appoint. another 
JI.Kl~e wboee chiot olail!l to &;>po.lrrt.aont 1e bia uperienco i n adlll.iralt.Y 
prae.Uce. Mr. !OW"C • on the other N.nd, hn'i.C£ bHn tor a c:onai~reble 
t.S.. the Dietricn. At.t.ornq d ttltebtstc- COUDt;r, baa Md l&.rge • x­
perbme in er1a,1Ml. caa.es, and hll a ppointccmt. •• a Di•trlel Judr• 
~be a.!A-)J fltUog, buiq 1J> d n tho roglllT-nte ot t..'>e 
Diet.rict.. I hk1't AO aapereiona \o caat. upon llr. Rouch. 1 eta~ tHl. 
that. be 11 n.ot. the proper an t.o appoint undor tM c1r·cuaetancea. 
Beyoad thie , po_~tical conaldentJona oper~nall u~ aJ.nd . 
Here ia a sectiOn or Uie District. wi\.h IL population ol' 161'80 tl\iiilred 

~bouaand lwrl"' Jwn.,~c~l.U~a~~!oiJ~wl!!ci!al~~~~~~~l!lvi~i~gno~r~e~~~-~ poapi>JeoJ. coneldar~Uo .. T 'cain, 

inl>oron•~ OMk, but be II 
and. hil appoiotlleot. would be pleesi.n& t.o ~~e. Still turtho:r, 

appoin taent. would i nfuse int o tbe adminietz.otton ot the I>iotric~ 
Cou.rt • qualit.Y ot •aueaaiYeoeea which cert.ioly would not. obtain ln 
t.he aelecUon ot Mr. Hou£h. You Nld I cUaagreecl 10ae r.ua 5.f;:O upon o prodo.,. Judicial oppolota..,~ 1J> thlo D!.otrlc~. A1J1 t.U-~od 
1.6.,-er, ar obeerTtr1 1f he WU"t bocNt, 'tiiOQl4 t4ll1'0U ~ocl~ t.bat c.he 
eppoi.Dt.~ w.h.lob ••• ude -. • ldeu.t. tra the a\6.Ddpo1nt. cL eupe.r1or 
~nlat.ratJ.ou. 1 bope you w11l not a ppolnt. Mr. Jlouih, because t.he 
ett1c1ency ot \.be Court wo.Ud Rttw \.hereb::v . ;loreo.,.r , you would 
J.apoae upon c.e 1.11 atrront which, UDd_. all t-he oJrouaat..&ncee , I thl,nlt 
you oucht not t.o do . 

1 aball " .1ft klbl.olton em ...s.;, and will probl&bl.f take oecuion t.o o~cet.e w:lt.h you. ta.rt.ber &tt.u ., arrhal. 

The Prtaldct., 
Wt.. Hwae, 

... ~, D. C. 

FeiUlt'ul.l7 7ou.r1, 

(oltnod) T. C. Plott 



~Hl) 

Jw:ae 17, 1905. 

~ dear Sono.tar PJ.&ttl 

1 t.•• your lett.er of t.J:. .Uth 1nlt.ant.. 1 .. not. 7tt. ~red t.o 
a.nnounce 117 dec1&1on &bout~. Hou&b, but I -..t. •phaUC..t.l,y dillent t·~ 
lOUI" 11.&\. .. nt.e t.h~t. •u. ou.&bt. W auttloa fClr .. t.o dapl)< 1q th•t 1 

pro!..- x....,. to llou&h"l ond llrUI.,.oro 1.1-.at tbo owointoont ~1114 "b• 
reeocnJ.&-td u u &ffroll'\. t.o t.ha 1.Ucr S.oator troa t.be St.at.e d Na. tort•• 
ud tur'\.hVIlora fro• your atat ... .ot runn.1A& aa tollowaa -You u4 I 
diaagretd acme 7.-.r• •co upon a prerloUI Judicl•l appo1nt.aeot 1n t.hi e 
01atr1ct. A1:rJ tlir-&i.ndtd lav•r., or ob .. .rnr , 1t he wua tton.at, 
would t.aU fO\l ~ th..t. 'tohe appoint.aent. ,mich •• ude •·e.a • aiet&.ke 
troa the 1t&Ddpoblt. ol IU:pC"ior e.daiaJI'\.raUoa.• Jt.e t.o t.bat latt .-tat.­
.. nt, 1 p-•~ 70u rttar to Judea ilolt.J 6ind 1 \.41lr:e hav.e abeolut.elf 
with you. I baYI tU.n pa.rticQ).a.r pa.iJ:Ia to iocl\IJ.r• r·~ all \.he aeaber• 
or the bar •hoae op1n1on 1 r eca.rd .::1 aolt. worth)' of at.t.ent.ion, And i t 18 

&Dd ebouldara above ••err other aan who• 1t that tic• it waa poaelble 
to obw.ln tar tho podUoo. 

In the next place , u to t.bt "af'l'ront• to YOUJ I do not \lnderat.t.nd 
bow you. ct.D cake IUCb a lt&t.Ma\. It 1• l!l b~Yl.Mea to aoalpet.t pr 

retuae to ooaioate t.Dd J CIUrl , toces,hcr • it.h t our collH.IUM 1
, to contirtll 

or ..tu.u t.o c:ontU.. « cow-ae t.be oo~ aea.e ...,. i a lo cont'.r to­
gether l.nd tr)' t.o co10e to an egret.»nt. It 11 Ju.~t. CIX.t'Ot.l.¥ wb•t I bavt 
bMD do1n.& in t.h.lt ... u.u. U •• bo\.b 4o o;a dl.lt7 t.b• .-cb dll en-
dhovor 1.0 obtain • ...m tt:Jr tbe poe1t.1oo who 1a the bt~t •n uodu the 

t.n7 aa.n tor ••rely pereon&l r et.10n1 it thtk'l il &ood growxl fii•.ln.et 
bia, llOZ" u.;on a.QJ •.n • bo Ja a& the ~It .an tor t.bl poalt.ion . !h.ia 
11 precbtlJ' tbe OOI.I"IO 1 NiYe t ollo• ed 1n rete.rtnce to Holt. , 1ft r&te:rtnce 
t.o StJ.Noo, am "*-t. 1 .. ao• tol.lowilll in retar~e t.o the Jud.c• abou\. 



t 

t.be • lJchW•t. tnure•t 1n bie appo.int...,t., .. .,, t'roa the standpoint. ot 

t he bench and of t.ht pl.lblio. U you do noUndic..t.. &Q1 poJiible (lb ... 

JeoUo.n to M•, .. ,, t.M.t 1ou ioliat upon t:M...vtnc IOQII8 ono elae, I •ut\o 

deel.in.e to conl1dw tt..t. t.hwe wlll be aJU' attront. to you imobtd in 

appoi.ct.in& Ida. 

I'~ , 1 .. oony •o ~q 1 ....,. oapii&Ue..U:, cliaaueo trit.b 7ou and 

dJ.N.tr .. with 70\11" 1\.At.Meat.t.t.t. it. oueht. to aut'fict ~ to b .... 10U. l iapl.J 

MY t.hot. 7011 J)ll'atar loun& t.o ~h. 1.., add t.hot. "bot.h ... "" t.dalt.\.a<lq 

qual.ithd tor the poaitJ.on.• Hera 7o.J aa:y Ulat. Ko~h ill qualJJ'ied tor t ht 

poeiUcn, but. ioeht. thlt your prele:rence t or YoWII should be eoou.&h to 

set tle the Mt\Ar. I cannot C0041de:r IUch • propoalti on . I hut not con­

aidtrtd liT own 1r..d1•1dual s::retel"eac:e and t cannot coneider youra. 8 e.J.t.her 

oC ua 11 ect.Ulect \.0 h••• b.ia peraOO&l s:retv«tct c-.Jdered, aod 1 t. 1a 

t.ba dul;( ol bot.h of ... t.o .U.rog&rcl our lrdhldual p!"'fer ..... and we 

the ae.a • ho will be aoet. acceptable to t.be public a.nd t be bar, who • W 

be eoet llktl¥ to do hil work • ell &nd tttJ thtull,y, showintl exa.ct. Ju•Uet 

t o corporat.Son and labor unio·o, ricb 11011 &net poor un , and t o the uo who 

ia c.eithu a .. .mer or e. corpora tion or a l&bor uni on, &nd ill neitber r ic:h 

a.or poor. There 1e a "VJ at.ron& eenu.._n"\. a.,r:c l~ Dtllbere ot Ute blt.r 

that ._.t.t&D &rd DOt leatchee-t.ar ebould. nc.e.he t be appoint.qnt.1 &l..oat. 

&.1.1 t.he court b\lllMII be.lnc ! rca .tie.n.bat'tAIA. 1 eMU look caretul1.7 

tbroa&b t.bo quo.l.11'1oot.1ooa of To-, at lloucb and ot a_cy other ..., who 

qge.t.e b.i..ai.U t.o • • • but. 1 carutot. &t'tord to le1. it be rruppoatd t.h.e.\ &n 

•pj)Oint.IDiot. t.o the bench b to d.dpiind upon the u re personal preferonoe 

ot a ko.at o r -.n:t 110~ than or the Preaictent. lnd .. d t.be initiat he in 

auch cu•• • • W e met properlJ 111 wit.b the Pl"eeld.ent1 not. the Senator. 

Sinc."el1' 70W'I1 

Ro~. T. 0. Platt., 
United St.WI Senate. 

L 
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(Htl) 

J'une U, li06. 

Itt de6.r .atr. Proaidllnt.l 

I h6ve Just. roothod your lenatb)' let.ur ot Juno 17 

in further ro!'ereoce to the ditt.r.Lc.t. JudjeabJ.p. ln vi• 

ot t.be w-ide d1ver£e.llct ot opit\J.oo betwee.o ua on t.h11 

lubject, it a ba.rd.l,r aee••l&.r7 tor •• t.o .u. fZff 

turther ucu-ent- 1 cmde.re\&nd, or c.oune, that. yaur 

et.Uttlde h predicated on a 4N1rl 1.0 pleaae llr. Parsons 

and t.o ...... h1a tro. lwa111at.1oa, 1A 1\zr\h«J"MC:e ot 

Ulh .. t..h 7ou are propoainc to hua1U.e t.e •. 

I u e•t.r• t.bat. HYar&l or Mr. 'XCN.ni'' rrienda Mve 

recentJ.r rocei•ed l ttt.tre rrom acr. t,oeb in whlch the 

at.t.te:aent. i.a ll&de tha:t "•• wat do loett.hilla to ltiVt J.lr. 

FtJ.t.bt'u.ll.r )'OW'It 

The PreaJ.deat, 
1h1 t• louae, 

•alb.1.rlgt.on, D. C. 

T. c. Plo<t. 
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Jfy dear Senator Platt: 

(QQll) 

TH.& t HlTE HOUSE 
l(ubJngtoo 

Xour l etter of the 18th rendera 1t neceee6r)' tor 1110 to add one aore 

word t.o the catt.er. lolr . Loeb aaaurea 1110 that. tbore 1a no t.rutb in the 

et.t.tiCIOnt. tbr>t be baa been wrlt.1-C(!: to Mr. YOWlS'& friendtt th•t •we must. do 

ao.mothine_ to a&Vt Wr. Pareona' taco, 11 Gnd it he had eo • rht-cm it • auld 

hn"Ye been without. aey a.utho:rity troa. me. •a a •t.ter of ract, J)6t'IOna...llJ' 

Mr. Loeb b&a strongly r a.vorcd tho appointeMt of the t wo an you have re­

eoiiiMndad t.o ae , tirat. Ohat.tield and then Young. Of' cou.r'* 1 have boon 

desirous in All theao mett~r• to please Paraona, but 1 have boon .ucb ~re 

desirous to pl eas• you. U the tact-a ptraitted ae to t hink that Yoi.Vlg na 

t.be better man to a ppoint , I Ghoul.a have been eYon 110re pl..eosed than 1t 

they torcod. to .u to feel tbat Rough .-aa t.'l)e bettftr ma.n to appo1ot., beea.udo 

I would rt.tbcr for lli6..n)' rN.aoniS btive the an whom I thou£bt t o be the beat 

man one ..-hGm you reco=nended than one wbo.n any Congr-essman reco~mended . I 

u perteoUy well aware that your Judpeot. in thie &.loittor ~ll CArry .ore 

weight ttum tbl.t. ot any other ~en.stor; but 1 wisb it. t.o bo undera-t.ood 

pPMtical.ly and eategorical..l3 thtlt I have not considered Mr. Pusone, and 

cannot. consideJ• him, or 7ourself • or e..v one ol.eo, to tho extent. ot 

putting hi.e or their or your t eeliass abo·n the oat.t.er ot gott.1ng the best 

and .oet. eoatpeteot. lkl..n ea Judge tor tbia pceition. 

Let 1110 repeet. t bnt it. is absurd t.o suppose that I ac t cy ing to humill-

ate you, and t hat it wwld not only be absurd but wicked to cake the c1tise.ni'J 

ot New York and ttl:.! bar ot Hew York feel thti.t no man had any chance t or an 

appointment to o J udgeship unless he should b e sel ected lUI e Ntt.Or ot 

te.vorit.ie:a. and personal p.ride, whethca- b7 10u or by ae. I u;. not coneiderlns 

tour p:ri.t'orooce Ot'., own, o.nd 6tJ.ll loea Parao.na'. I a.o eooaitier1ng ud 

/ lnten:l to conaidu priN.J"ilt tM queatJ.on a.a to who Tioul.d lillie the best Judge . 

Sino or~ yours, 

T HEOOORE liOOSilVt!U', 

Hon. f . C. Platt, 
United dutea Senaot a. 
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May 18, 1936 . 

Memo to Presi dent 
From 
Atty . Gen. 

Encloses -- l . Three opi nions in the Guff ey Coal Act case 

2 . A rel ease which I gave out today on the 
subject . 

3 . A ~ary of the decisions . 

SEE--Platfor m Fil e--{S) Drawer 2--1936 



May 25, 1936, 

Mamo to Pres . 

From 

Attorne~ Gen . 

Decisions handed down by Supreme Court . 

Three favorable and two unfavorable . 

Favor able- u . s .--v .--Knott , State Treasurer 
U. s .--v--Atlant1c Mutual Ins . Co . 
Warner Bros , P1ctures--v--u . s . 

Unfavorable- - u . s .--v--Elg1n , Joliet and Eastern Ry . Co. 
Morgan--v- - u . s . and the Sec . of Agriculture 

SEE--Platform File - - - (S) Drawer 2--1936 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.,_. e, 1111. 

1'111 Af IOJGII OIIIIUL 

loppl?FF''" aq8 lpellaaJ 

1e .on athl4 ot rna Bqe• ot 

latft'bui tbu ~ el••· 

r. D. a. 



WASHINGTON 

July 6, 1936. 

Dear W.ssy: 

I enclose herewith a photostat copy 
of a letter recently received from Mr. Justice 
Stone. As the letter was marked "Private•, 
I would not want anyone to see i t except t he Pres­
i dent. I am sure he Will be especial ly 
interested in t he second paragraph, which I have 
marked. 

As al. il&yS, 

Sin~, 

Miss Margueri te LeHand, 
The White House. 

J 





I 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 

October 15, 

ll;r dear !fr. Preddentr 

Inclosed herewith ;you 'rill find a 

letter froa Lamar Hardy indicating the result 

of his conference rlth Banry Epstein. You 

'rill recall tbe.t I waa to ask llr. Hardy to get 

in touch rlth lfr. Epstein and diecuas the 

Cowpea II& t ter rl th bill. .!vi den tJ.,- the 8%'-

rangement worked out nry well indeed. 

1'bB Preaidut, 

The White Bawl•• 



/o-:--:.· 
{ oc l 1· 1936 

UN I TED STATES ATTO ~EY w.· 
:/'(J ~v 

SOUTHCRN 01ST .. ICT 0' N o:;w YO ~1V~~t'("£i 
NEW YORK 

LAMAR HAR DY October 10 , 1936. 

My dear General : -

! saw Mr. Henry Epstein on last 
Saturday pursuant to the request contained 
in your note r eceived some days ago . I 
to~ him tnat t he President had received hie 
letter and I hao been asked t o give him some 
facts concerning t he activiti es or hie col lege 
friend , Pedro Albizu Compos, now residing in 
Puer to Rico. I related as tactfully as I 
could t he facts contained in the proposed 
letter prepared by Dr . Greuning, Director of 
t he Department of Interior. 

Ur. Epstein referred to hie boyhood 
friend as bei ng a young man at college of t he 
highest ideals , but after heari ng t he story 
of what he had been doing in stirring up 
t rouble which resulted in hie trial and con­
viction, Mr. Epstein then said that he rea­
lized that Compos had undoubtedly developed 
an obecession of persecut ion on the part of 
the American government. He seemed entirely 
satisfied by what was tol d him, and thanked 
me for disclosing the facts to him . He also 
said he I'TOUld write a note of appreciation to 
the President, thanking hi m for going to the 
trouble of giving him t he true picture of 
Compos's activities . 

Sincerely yours, 

Honorable Homer 8. ~tli!IIM.;~lt__ ---- --- -
The At torney General, 
Washington, D.C . 
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To Pres . 
Memo f r om Cununinga 
Eno . clippi ng of text or 
Radio address of Ray No1ey 

January 15, 1937 

SEE--Ray Mo1ey Fo1der( S) Drawer 2--1937 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WMHINCITON 

Janu&rf 28. 193?. 

FOR YOUR CONFIDENT~ 

INJ'ORW.!ION. 

F. D. R. 

Letter troa Mre. Hone1-.n 1n re 
candidate• tor the Federal Benoh in 
Oregon - alao letter troa GoYernor 
Kartin to Kra. HoneJaan. 

Note trom Kiee Dewaon enoloeing 
excerpt from letter ot Kre. JR ... H. 
Wolfe in re appo1ntaent ot Circuit 
Judge. 



-
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~I J.JJ-

From Justice 
Memorandum 
In re-

February 3, 1937 . 

Summary or a Dill "To Prevent Unfkir Methods 
Of Competition In Commerce , To Amend The 
Federal Trade Commission Act , And For Other 
Purposes .'' 

SEE--Fair Trade Practices Folder- (S) Drawer 2--1937 



From Justice 
Memorandum 
In re-

February 3 , 1937 . 

Summary of A " Bill t o Prohibit and Prevent 
Unfair Competition and to Amend tbe Antitrust 
Acta " Suggested by the Council for Industrial Relation11 . 

SEE--Fair Trade Practices Folder- (S) Drawer 2- - 1937 
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Letter tro• the Attorne7 General enoloa1ng ... oran4wa dealing w1th the Ohe• 1oal Foun4aUon Ino. 



• 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

WASHINOTON 

February 6, 1937. 

~ dear llr. Presidentr 

,.. , 
( 

·' 
'. Encl osed herewith you will find a 

-

, 
memorandum dealing with the Chemical foundat ion 

Inc . You mil recall that this is a subject 

which was menti oned at one o£ the recent Cabinet 

meetings and you expressed a desire to have a 

report with refer ence to i t . 

The President, 

The Wbi te House . 

' 

' 

< 

•• 

• 



Pobruar7 ll , lQ37 . 

To Prte14ent 

From Homer Cumming• 

In ro- ant1- t,nohins B1ll 

Soo-- Lrochlng B1ll Polder- (S) Drawer 2--1Q37 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIIH I N CITON 

Karch 1, 1937. 

'1111 rou epeu to • 

abCNt the enolo••U 

\ 

J' . D. R. 

Longhand aemoranclulla. 

nct.ISSUID 
By De,oty Archivlat of tb• U.i, 

B1 ~ J . s~owar~ Date F'EB 2 ° 1972 

\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE _ VV' 

.Y I' 

WASHINGTON ( ,.V .J"' 
<V~b" .. 

llaroh 2 , 1937. 

J.IEKORAHDUU FOR 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Senat or Barkley says he 

thinks uoswtntor d, thirty-eight 

years old, i s the beet man tor 

Distriot JUdge in Kentucky. Wlll 

you speak t o me about t his? 

F. D. R. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NGTON 

....., 15. 1917. 

I ill 70U •peat to • •bout t.M•. 
r.o.a. 

Rea Pile regarding the appointing ot a l'ederal 
Judge to take the place or Judge John !. 
Martineau, deceased. Are interested in seeing 
that the,y get a judge in ay•patey with the 
policies or the Roos evelt idainistration. 
Mqor R. E. Onraan or Little Rock• Ark. baa 
written to JiiD Parley regard1Dg ..... 

Ma.Y 17a The A. G. 1a bring inc rue w1 th h1a 
when he .. ets the Pres. at la50 P.M. 



Wa7 24, 1937. 

Dear Ceo1lla:-

EYer 110 llal\1 thanka tor ~e 

notea and ~e atampa . I am glad the kneee 

held out and ~~ tea tber a 414 not tall ott! 

We 8111 JOU a lot. 

S'· ba. Ho•r eu-1nge, 
o/o AMr1oan lllbaaq, 
Parle, 
J'ranoe. 

Alw&Ja e1noerel7, 



.:it' '~ ~ /') 
' \ 

THE WHITE HOUSE -~ (' "._,. / 
WAIIHINQTON '• ,~ \ ) 

( 

June '• 1937. 

F. D. R. 

Longhand lll8mor•ncb• 

Oongreaeman lloeb - Celina, Ohio, 

for D1atr1ot Judge. 8a1d eolll8tb1ag 

againet Oourt Plan but not Yiolent. 
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