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~ill you plea•• look lnto 

thio and let me lcno.., confidtntiolly whet 

ahould be ao1d 1n replyf 

L D. R. 
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. (' H, .IACK80N 
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Tk.• Pnal·l•n~ 
'In• llhlt• llou•o 
rt•ehlnJCton , ll. c. 

·~ d• r ~ . Pr •ld•nt: 

I. r- : '!• .,.,. 2' r,,.., r..-1 O ' P'" 4-n (Oil t' !11) 

Thla 11 a 1"1 "1! , u ll1 oee , t.tat. the cT1':.ill&l. C&il 1 be 
t.M-s!nst.ect a:d ~"1vil eases a .. !n ' e 84~ dr ,..-eoda tll 11NUt1t. •e4 . 

~f't.hc.r I wo~d rPCO'I.'Ir:r:i lndl n :-~f'•c..ad or c.iv!l au!.• 

it t tM •tr new e•soe ls n>t l ;>OT' t. fl"o ;>oll~C """ tl.nd at 
t.ht~ tlce ..,,. t!to iDd..ict.oent . I lfOJld oot t ir't ;.t wbe t.o now re­
verau tb• u• oialon t'ltn l!lllde l<y th• A+•.•m••. !lt'"o-•1 and Jo!ul 
Dlekl.neon to prcc••d cri!Unul:r . 

T' 17 e 'tuslder~ a civi: prort fodtn •. T' ~;; asked eeeeee 1.o l1e 
otl CO"'pDDh-1 1 tvldf'!liC~ and it Ul D•lt r D ~ . ':'Xrr le DO~ 
that 'l:fl can CV'2J"'' 1 ,rOC:uction o" tT1dc C't so ~f' ... t- na oo eCMr e 
loft but to lnvoatl. ..... t• t!u':>U"' a cnnd JU.7 . /;. t< tor .... t,.,.n 
wu o:x e cev•lopod ll!>d t.!le indictment: aul~ . T~ oil e ·"' 1 1 
havo DO OM ~t t.b£~ lveo to laO< ( r lnoi tin;; upon , t1 :1 to 
• grand J"" . 

Gr• ot ~rd v<rsls~nt :-o11Ueal :.1 un bas ~<D br>UJ t. el.noo 
l:ld.lct.etnt. t.o have t'ul &O'Vf':"!l'M'nt r v rat ita COI.D"Br BnJ n?W looi"OC~f'd 
e1v.l11y . I Mve unt!"ormly r f11:5ed to r.oneid"'r tbcir propol!llll on t.ha 
ground t>At !tone too late to Nconel.der th• policy . 

'l"2st- let.ter ot General O' Ryw.n 1nd1,.stea., ae wt:t 4Dt1t1p1.tt>, that 
the deftndonto ..ul att<:~pt to uer l.h• li . R. A. and t ' aou or !l<er t.ar;­
Ielc<a tl: r und•r "' • •~•ld -..-..t t Ue aatlt.rw.t l<.we . -=~ trW o• 
thlo l.nd~ewnt , I u aeomrod, ..Ul l.nYolYo c< er1'1•1 1-:- t!da D<>­

pll'~t or All;' order• ~·· od !.,- • ere tar; I. ·' . .,.. Ill eoo;ru~l. • 
n..,t. bf'yond &.'U" autbori$6Uo.,!l ap;u-oYtod "':" hlJI aJV'., r v-e l.ntor=M~ . 

&et.W.lJ' C:OOCealed $0'1to O! t.htir proet•Jinp frca 1 • !J'•ftrUJ,.nlf"CD1 

the oll e>~loa rill clala t!:at 1.11<,.., b a covn < ~ two n l.ho two 
dt!>"'l.looate and that tb , ar~ being proore 1t.td !-;,· Ju::tl.eo tor ol • llli 
lnU.rlor . Tt.N•tt are no dcnbt an-uc t~Ul)C)r<:lin Ua in th, Int•r~Qr 
DeJ"l'tmrnt who mn 'ncour"iod U1at dot•neo . I '"' 1nr >r •d that a1x 



-~-

pcra!lnl eo (: W r ... * the .,:, 
am ect..f'rc-d • e ln""' o" • 

:oat1.on ve lo't t. rn::r.;~.!. 
U., eo:x «in• .rr.:cma IUit 

u 1a t.td a1. • de.~~ ;)~tt c~ 
Iel:tt ""J U.!nl: t~o..-e Ia no d 

r "' con .. and •:.lb r~erd.ary 

and •Me Doport nt at t)u, trlol , 
forc:rr eul rd1:1£.:tf'l . 

1'\r e.laah ,. tWMn U.CI ,.._ent.a..r:" 
• t 'f'r r •:" "".e.pptn &II to IQa<'l r hi8 

It. eboulo t .. no" d, in J'tst1or to all _rt~.rtiu , t.h t, ).t tt t~ 
'~ . R.A . '"ol'"IIM'r\7 follond aod the antit.ru.DL lawe tbue te: .tt. tar:!c 
•onthet o' pl-.lloao;>!>r . >1 •• ~ . """ a rJolloaoplv or <OO!""r&'lon and 
CO • ..,t1""18 1.t"' o • ti!'M ,'1.1 !"allow tnt ph!lo&C;-'7' o• I'"M.JUbOJ')" 
coo:eUt!.o.. . ' It- ~ l' eald ror" poll~"!'" o! '"'tl1-r"!"t'>l,, • ce»rr ra-
u~ and COOlHl"'\"' !.0:2, •rt.lc-..1larly l.a & - Tl\l ...- &0\.I!"t!e 1 " • :r ,.. eoul4 ado, • • ·~ to a eo tNll • I L .1"' r wuV, In 
explo1t.1n&: t~ n- · u-al r• o.u-"'•• · auc &!' : , t , .~~'".....ra.mall,r, ~d be 
£lad. to 11'0 \lp pl"Q'Sof'C Jtio~S . 'T'hat 1e 6 · ::- _,r )r ! lat. Y poll -' 
f(lr :' Jt •t c ui :ration . • &:nrhll , t do n-.1 ~ t. &J:V 
be -.de "' r an ~~~ coODplrc.cj' to llx prl,... a t" de tr-,';:.' e 
pcUtltJD ror :tr17:te 't.encflt. rut.bf'1" t 1Al1 "ur ~llle ad~ t e . 

or en U"SO I can tin· no aattW"flnco thn.t U• crir.U1v.l can ettn 
won tut t l.w ll Vf Ll!lt. t .t:re wll be n<t J..u~.ti!'lc:l" lon r~r ' 
1 t. and t.hat t..~ an.wu· to C <1 n.l I') 1!'; n a auld Le 1 .:. 1 , 
• ..., ~ olne t~J' ,. t<r ~o In eou.·t Ct.l at1 lndlo ~.:lent r t - ,-d ly cr -l!d 

JU17 att..e r rtrar:.a t.o o1 t&ln tv-ldf' e": r a c~v!.l ..=-xr dln -.cS 
:alled t.::~• ea • ~:W.t ":.&ke !.t.a cour• • 



JOHN I[OGAfllt HOOVIl .. 

O IMOTOII 

lJrbrral.urrau of fnu .. atlgatlan P::>f: 
•nlt•b •tattPallrpartmtPnt of Juett~ ....... 

• a •lrlngtan,ll. Cl. 

rnrorl.lation hu~ barn received to the .. rtee~ tbut ~here 

hiU! \"'"" i"on l'ld in llew York City M ort.nlr.ation known t.s Lh" 

C'.o·a inuu i gn c ) , tt,.::P< or thl .T~.e Unl n Conl•rtnce Abainet.. Un­

ecployo;'!ll,. rhla Cooul.t~f'~ \a spoasoril• , a " ~-ch1 on f::J:i ! .roet, 
to ~ c_ffect.lv ebrv.::try 19, 1938, 1.0 uecu:ttH• f"'X!lfuJslon ot u,,. 
"orkt Progree• l:wu.iils EraEton ..na ni~h~r relief al.•tidard"s . ;his 

..nnouneement 1 reported w b&ve beo11 10..de by the oto.l" Com..,ittoe 

on .. h~ ni.;n or J ~·An' JL 1 1938. .11e Cou.;.itteo 1r eneoura, 1-ng 
u;;_. DOlicit.t.~ ..he COOf•tr• i n o~ ,4ew;- lor.c. unio1.e . 

lhR • •1- Coct ,t.ee announce.\ U"'t it b. t isoUed 0,. 

teleh,T~s on Posto.l Tetcrrfs1t blo.nk§ nd<.ressl'<l t9 ~rr>ideQt 

hoooevel t , u~jfnp, bim to " t Ar:terieu Bo.ek To l•ork," by support­
in t.n~ SchY.e cn§4ca- .4Jcn resolution , re@ or #h!! \~oodrum 
·- n.-.... ,. -lt1ell u .. J:;.c r lief '"i'fi"', rlation~. SQ lhat '""" Preei 
wo lu be free to approyrilo\.8 .. brl\ .. enwf!h 1\m<l to exp:.n.i u .e 

,,oriH Prot rf'CA ui&.iniatrttion una relief t.o cover all wbo are in 

n(tou . 

• 

rhue dat<l ore eubal.tted to yo. ro- • ~ch atten~ion ... you 

doem ap~prla~e . 

. L... .~ 

ohn •~uar Hoover, 
lli~eetor . 
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JOHN COQA,_ HOOVER 
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Jrbnal ••trrau of lnuratigation 

•nltrb ltatrallrpa rtmrnt of Juatlcr 

••IJhtgt on , ll. ti. 

ll&rch 1, 19.38 

liEIIORAIIDUll FOR TilE ATTORNEY GE!!ERAL. 

Pl eaae have r eference to llr. Hoover ' s oeMoro.ndUIII t o you dnt.ed 
Janwu-y 12, 19.38, i n which you were advised t lwt the National CoUDcU 
of the American Youth Congress is sponsoring a march on Washington 
for llarch 10 1 11 and 12, 19.38. 

I 
Add1ti01141 Woraation has now been obta.ined to the aftect 

that the aarch is not only to be a •PUgrilllege for Paaca r.nd Security• 
but a •You~•s PUgrl.aa4:e t or Jobs and Education.• Thera ia to be a 
thre~ prGBra~t wbich provides for maas aeetings , conferences with 
KembersorGoneress Md a pe.rf.de. The purpose of t he march i a to 
demonstrate the need for extension of the National Youth Adainiatra­
t ion; passage of t he Schwallenbech-Allen Resolution; the Harrieon­
Fletcher~Black Bill Md the lfYe-Kvnle Bill, an opposition t o adli­
to.rization i n schools and to t ho neglect of youth' s need for work and 

· education. 

Thirty-one organizations , cooper ating through the American 
Youth Congress, have joined in call.ine t he Pilgril>ege e.nd in sponsoring 
tho above mentioned proposed legislation . 

Included a.ooa t he cooperat ing organizati ons sponsoring t he 
PUgr1.aa(.e are nine Internati onal Unions of the Colllllitteo for InOustrial 
Organization, the YOUJliar Deaocrats of the United States, aa wall as 
othor organizations , such aa the Epororth League, the Mational Industrial 
Council of the Youn& Wc.en ' a Christ ian Association , and the Motional 
CoWJcil of •thodist Youth. 

Coinc ident with the preparations for the Pilgrillage, orsani­
zations are planning a curpaisn of letters t o Cont;reee111an and Santl.tora 
supporting the objectives of the PUgriaage. Carl Ross, National Secre­
tary of the Young COIBWli at League , has pledged that •&~~~bars of his 
organization will write t en thousand letters before the Pilgrilllase . 

I shall keep you advised of anr further informat ion received 
by the Bureau pertaining to this uttar . 

Raopactfully, 
ror the Director, 

~ 1- ;J. . 
Aaaiatant Director, 
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JOHH CDGArt HOOV.Pit 

O IMIC'TO'I 

ilrllrral •urrau af lnuratlgatlon 
•nlbll.tatn lbpartmrnt of iJu.tlrr ....-!~~:=:~~ 

•••lJington, D. Cl. 

IIDil!U.NDUII FOR THE A T'l'ORNEY OE!ll.IW.. 

RE: PEARSOll B. BROiill, national 
CoiiiiiiiUider - PlmESTANT WAR 
VllTERAIIS 01' Til! u. s . , 
.tLI'RED A. !W.BIRIIE - Adjuto.nt; 
REVEREND CARL C. tTNDERIIILL -
Natiooal Chaplain; !DIIARD JAIIES 
SIQTBE - c:l>au.n, !Ia t ioDill 
Executive Coamittee 

Reference is .ada to the .....,randua to the Attorney O-ral, dat ed April 16, 19.)8, by Rudolph Forster, Executive Clerk of the llhite House, to which wo.s attecbed a telegro.oo directed to the Honorable Frnnkl!n Delano Roosevelt, signed by the abo•e entitled persona. 

A review of t he files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S . Dep&rtlllent of Ju.stice , baa diaclosed the foll011'1nf1 inloration n th reference to the f ollowin& persona: 

SIIQ'tbe is reported to be a notcrioua Anti-Seal. te . He bAs proaiaed pogroms arawt the Jews that will -.ke • ••• the blooc!Jo purge of Hitler look like a picnic. • In 19)4, s.;,the operated an oreanha­tion e-n as tbe •Protestant Cirtc Welfare Federation• of which he was Executi•e Seoratery. Ilia office ie located a t 516 Fifth Avenue, New York Cit)-. On !lo•aber 9, 19)4, be wrote a letter tc General S..U.y o. butler declaring that • • •• the present ayatea of Govert111111nt waa or&an­ized •• by Bernard 11. Baruch, Felix ~'riU>kturter, a HW>gartaD-.rew-COJmaUiiat, U. S . S~ Court Juatice Louis D. Braadeie, Profeesor Rex. Tugwell, another Jew, a nd Ben17 llorgenthau, Sr. (ell five Jell'l) nine 110nthe before even Roosevelt waa nocinatecl . • 

'!'he letter 1a reported t o han contitiWid aa follo.,.s: "'!'he International Jewish Clique rewrote the conat1tut 1on of the Republic 



lole80r•ndu.a for the 
Attorney Generel. - 2- .lpl"ll 18. 19)8. 

of GeZ"Illlley, and J~ it dolill aixty-ei&ht aillion Gera&D Chriatiall8, &Ild ellS laved them, ecoDQaicall,y, socJ..a.lly , und polltie&l.lJ'. • 

"They are trying to do the aue here, but they will find us a 
11110h harder Job, beca.uae when the one hundred and hent;y million Chris­ti.u.ns awaken, the blooccy purge of Hitler will look liu a picnic.• 

Intonaation 1a cutatandiag to the effect that S~e 1a a radical of the worst type and is endeaYoring to organize a group for the purpose of enGaging in strong-&rm and terroristic tactics in this coun­try , 

Sll,}'the 1a Cbairtan of the National. Coaaittae aga.inet Ca-miaa, which bas its aatioD&l headquarters in Ylaahington , D. C. , and also hsad­
qua.rters at 67 West Forty-fourth Street , New York Oit;y , Suite 506. Tho 
letterhead of the National. COllllaittee ago.inet CoCliiUII.lsa states its prin­ciples as follo-.s• • ()rsanized to inculcate tba pl"inciples of Aaericanism 
in Industrial, Reli.g1ou.a, Fratarnel and Educational Circles.• 'l'be let­
terba..d also carries the slogan• •Keep America Sate for A~~~~tricana . • The 
l etterhew:l also carries tba statement• "If ;your i'REEJJOII and DE!lOCRACY 
means an;ytb1ng no• is the time to detend it. • Tbe National Co•ittee against C~sa claJ.as to be •the oldest Anti-C-ru.st group in the 
country, CCIIj>OSed of both Catholics '""' Protestants.• 

Infor11111tion bus been obtained to the effect that SJa.Ythe is closely associated with the notoriously Pro-ll&ai organization of Kurt 
llertig, known as the Ci tizena Protection League . .l cod>ined aeetiag ot the Citizens Protection League ud the Glll"IWlll-'-ric&n Republican '-gus, both of which organize tioll8 are beaded b;y Kurt llertig, was held on the 
night of llarcb 15, 19)7 a t tbe New York Turn Hall for the purpose of protestil11 .lnti-llaai utterances in th1.s country. The oaeeting was called 
b;y Kurt llartig. Tbis aeeting na addressed b;y Eci111Ll'd J.._a Sll,}'the , and 
it is reported that •mat the -t.iag laclted in siq, bo..-ever, it lade up in vehaaence . • S~e waa contln,~lly interrupted b;y applause as he 
predicted •a reYolution-not a Ca.unist, ob, no-but an honest American 
r..,olution-we are j!Oing to t&ke th1.s country back t'r0111 the Jews . • It 
is reported that Sqtha atated that pead.in,( tbe revolution he nominated for •political destruction• Prea1dent. RooGevelt and Jeremiah Uaboney. 
Yrith reterence to lla;yor La GWLrdia, Slll)'the etated at that meeting that 
he would •drop him back in the aewer where he b elonga. • 



/ 
lle110ru.a!ua for the 
Attorney Gilnera~. - J- April 18, 19)8. 

On llarch JO, 19)7, the GerMn-Jia.rican Buno:t held a propaganda 

ueting at the New York Turn !!all.. Aaong the speakers were auoh out-

a tanding persona in the Nazi IIIDV&"""'t aa Jall8s 'llheeler-llill, leader of 

the New York lo~ of the Geran-AJ:oeriean Bund; Fritz luhn, nationAl 

bader ot the Ge~rie&n Bund; !4-.rcl J,...a Sqt.ha, Cba1rman of the 

NationAl Comaittae aga.iD.at Co~sm, arxl several othera. The Meting 

ns attended by about eight bundred people. ill of the opeakera made 

moat vehement attacks upon President Roosevelt and the Administration. 

Intor~~&tion i s outatandilli! to the effect thet the NationAl 

Coaittae a,;ainat Co.mniaa ia affiliated witb the Ge~rican Bund. 

Tbia affiliation, how ... er, baa never been datinita:J.T eatab~bed. 

During February and March, 19)5, the Protestant Civic Welfare 

Federation, of whicb Sm,ytbe us Executive Secretary, distributed litera­

ture of the lndepeD<ient Re. ubliean NationAl Chriati&n~entile CO.Uttee, 

which bM.d its headquarters in the Maytlo.er Hotel, Washington, D. C. 

Tbis organization sponsored for President in 1936 Louis T. McFadden . 

Ono of the slo&ans of this organization ll'llS I •Keep the Jew out of control 

of the Republican Party 19)6.• 

Tbe Prota1ttant Civic Welfare t' ederation •a tbe subject of an 

inquiry by the leta Honor1tbb Louis llcllenry Howe, Conaer Secretary to 

the President, in a memorandum directed to the Bureau on FebrWll')' 21, 

19)5. . 

Copies of bulletina distributed by tbe Independent Hej)Ublican 

~tion&l Chriatian~entile Cosaittee aponaored by the Protestant Civic 

1\eltare Federation were obtained, atd on ll&rch 16, 1935 copies thereof 

were directed to the Honorable Louis lleBenry Howe. A penJSal of these 

bulletins d isoloaea that tbe said organization sponsored Louis T. 

McFadden for President in 19)6. It ill reported that llcFedden 1a tbe 

forMr mellber of Ccmgreas wbo att&llpted to iapeach President Herbert 

Haooter. A eire~ ot tbe Protestant CiYic l'ieltare l"edention etated: 

"Enty true A.orican should join at once the LEGIO:I AQ.UNST COIIIUNISII.• 

Tbe literature distributed by the Proteotant Civic f>elta.re Federation 

aoade a vigorous o.tteck upon Jews, COIIIIIW\111111 and the llational Adminietra­

tioc. 



Memorandum for the 
Attorney General. - 4- April 18, 1938. 

S~e was the subject of an inquiry by the 0 . s. Postal Ser­
vice regarding a possible fraud in the solicitation of funds in con­
nection with the National Federation of Independent Republicans, In­
corporated. 

The records of the New York Police Department disclose a 
record for one Edward James S~e, who ..as charged with grand larceny 
in 1914. lie was discharged. Another record of the New York Police De­
partment discloses that another Edward J ames S~e was arrested on 
the charge of grand larceny in 1917, but was acquitted. This same in­
dividual was charged with felonious assault in 1920, but was d ischarged, 
and was charged with grand larceny in 1928, but was discharged. In­
formation noted below would see~ to indicate that this second Edward 
James Slllj"tbe is identical with the Smytbe concerning who111 this memoran­
dWII is written. 

In January , 1928, the Smytbe who is the principal subject of 
this me.orsndua was charged with grand larceny in the Yorkville Court. 
Be was released on a $1,000 bail . This record appears to be identical 
with that of the Ed"'&rd Ja.es Smythe menti oned above, who •"'s tried for 
grand larceny in 1928 and was discharged. At the time of this arrest 
the Assistant Di strict Attorney, T. F . Kane , sellrched the offices of 
the National Democratic ~eview and the National Democratic Publicity 
Bureau, both located at 331 lladison ilvenue, New York City, and both of 
which ..-e headed by S~e. The search disclosed confidential records , 
among which was an extensive Democratic mailing list. 

At thet time Slll;Ythe was in charge of the following journals: 

The Democratic Review 
The Political Digest 
The Democrs tic Biography. 

In 1927 S~e was the promoter of a Democratic pageant, which 
was allegedl,y organized to promote the presidential candic!acy of Governor 
Smith. Prior to this time he promoted a drive for .250, 000 for tuber­
culosis sufferers . He discontinued this pro.otionsl scheme when the 
Diatriot Attorney c01111111nced an investigation. 

At the tiae of hie arrest in JanWI.I')', 1928 on the cho.rge of 



Uemorandum for the 
At torney General . - 5 - April 18, 1938. 

grand larceny, f rom which matter he was d i scharged, he alleged that hie 
journal, The l111.tional Democratic Review, was the official organ of the 
National Democratic Club. He also declared that hie arrest was made 
for the purpose of discrediting him before be could begin his campaign 
on bebalf' of the presidential can:li.dacy of Senator Reed of flissouri. 

S~e was associlited with the National Hoover- For-President 
League during August, 1928. This League had no official connection 
w1 th the R,pul>lican Party and was repudiated by thet Party when it was 
learned SJ11Ythe maintained o.n association Yli tb the League. During 
August, 1928 , the Federal Grand Jury in New York City instituted an in­
vestigation of tbe llational llocver-For- Presi.dent League upon the r equest 
of the Republican National Committee. 

During August , 1928 an individUAl , giving his name as Jo.mes 
Flannigan, was arrested at Hacksnsaclc, New Jersey, and later admitted 
his identity ae Edward Jlll!les SJ~~Ytbe . This arrest np.,ears to heve been 
in connection with the Grand Jury investl.jj;ation of the llat ional Ho<n'er­
For-Presi.dent League . At the time of his arrest on this occasion, 
SJIIYtbe was posing as an agent not only for the llational Democratic 
Publicity Bure .. u , but also as 11 representative f or the National Hoover­
For- President League . It appears, ho•ever, thet be was assuming this 
dual character for the purpose of selling advertising space in the 
journals in 'IIllich he was then interested. 

Information bas also been obtained to the effect that during 
Jul,y, 1928 S~e •as ramoved from tbe Tombs to the psychopathic li'Srd 
of the Bellevue Hospita l, New York City for observation. 

The records of the Idantification Division of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation fail to discl ose any criminal record for Edward 
Jnmes S~e. 

PEAl!SQN B, BROV!N 

There is no information available with reference to this in­
dividual , and inquiries concerning his possible association with tho 



Wemorandum for the 
Attorney General , - 6 - April 18, 1938. 

Protestant foar Veterana ot the United States, or the Proteet&nt Chic 
lleltare Federation were without reeults. There is no criainal record 
for this &a&n in the files of the Iclentificetion Division of the Federal 
Eureau of Investigation. 

ALF!'!FD A, BAU!lJ!NE 

There ,is likel'liae no information available With reference to 
this individual, nor is there any outat<uld.ing criadnal record wbich 
can be icicntified aoo associated with hiD. 

CAJ<L C. WD£RHILL 

!bue is no record of b.l\1 infor..ation concernJ.n,. this in­
dividual in the files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or in ita 
Identification Division. 

PROTESTAllT liAR Vl.TiRAtiS OF TllE 
lJNIT];.J) STATES 

There is no available informlltion with reference to the nature 
and character of this organi~a tion . 

The infor.tion set forth herein has been obteined fro:~ re­
liable sources but it has not been verified b,y investigation. 

I wo returning to you herewith the Cl8morandum directed to you 
by Rudolph ~·crater , am the telegram directed to the l'l•eaident dated 
April 15, 1938, 

Kea pecttully, . :;a; ..... 
John Hoover , 

Dire r . 

... .. 

Enclosure 



/ Orncc of DoAtcToA 
ftDtAAL 8UAU.U OF INVUTIOATtOf'l 

UHfTiiD $1'AT£8 DEPAATMENf 0, JUSTtCE 

April 16, 1938· 

llr. Bouatoo or the Attorney Genere1 ' 1 of fice brougbt tha attached wi re and aeke4 t i t be gotten tO llr. BOOYer 
~diate1y. 

.. ,. l'ta. 

M T,.,.,.. 
'a...;.a.,.;, ... 

\ft, n .. " 
ta,., c· '"(' 
1111 , t ., 

J h,1 < w-c.rlb 

~r •·•• •• 
"'· rl •u 

t H Ht!l 

"'r ' t ., 

'4· ~~· ·· 
.. h "-·· . ... 

"' ... "'' 
'lr. I ,;~, 
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u 
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HONORABLE FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT• 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITEDSTATES IHITEHOUS£ 1-ASHDC• 

IIY DEAR COMMANDER IN CHIEF, I ADDRESS YOU AS SUCH BECAUSE I 

HAVE ALlAYS LOOKED UPON YOU AS A VETERAN OF THE IORLDS 1 S IAR. 

I IILL SPEAK TO YOU IN THE LANGUAGE OF ONE VETERAN TO THE 

OTHER. YOUR PROGRAM IHICH YOU HAVE PRESENTED TO CONGRESS, 

HAS 80 ~ARMED THIS NATION, THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE 

APPEALING TO THE I~R VETERANS TO TAKE ACTION. I DARESAY 

THAT IF YOU DO NOT RESCIND THIS DRASTIC COMMUNISTIC PROGRAM 

OF SPENDING NEEDLESSLY THERE IS ONLY ONE THING FOR THE 

PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY TO DO. IHICH IS TO ASK FOR YOUR 

IMPEACHMENT. AND DISHONOR THE NAME OF ROOSEVELT FOREVER IN 

HISTORY, LIEUTENANT FOR THAT IS IHAT YOU IERE KNOll IHEN 

YOU IERE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY DURING THE IORLD 

IAR. IE APPEAL TO YOU TO DISCARD THE ALIEN PARASITE AND 

ECONOMIC INFLUENCES AROUND YOU BEFORE• 
• 

/ 

-
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NAt 98 2/124• 

IT 18 TOO LATE, FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE RALLY LOVE YOU AS 
AN INDIV IDUAL . CAN IE HAllE FIVE MEN OF GREAT CONSEQUENCE IN 
SOC IAL BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL LIFE TO CONFER liTH YOU 

IMMED IATELY FOR AMERICA THE COUNTRY WHICH YOU LOVE IS ON 

THE BRINK OF DISASTER. NO PUBL ICITY IS SOUGHTlN THIS liRE 

AT THE PRESENT TillE BUT IILL BE GIVEN TO THE PRESS WITH I N 
FORlY E I OHT HOURS IF IE DO NOT RECEIVE A REPLY FROM YOU. 
THE ONLY THING IE ARE INTERSTED IN IS SAVING AMERICA AND IE 
ARE NOT INTERESTED I ~ UY POLITICAL DOCJIA EXCEPT RETURN I NG 
THIS REPUBLIC BACK TO THE AUERICAN PEOPLE AS DED ICATED BY 
THE FOUNDING FATHERS IF YOU DO NOT ACT TO THE POPULAR APPEAL 

OF THE AMER ICAN PEOPLE• 



YOU I ILL GO DOIN IN HISTORY AS THE UOST DISP ISED 
POLIT ICIAN THAT EVER SOUGHT OFF ICE. BUT I WANT TO ADD AS 
A UA TTER OF HISTOR Y THAT THIS IS NOT SO, FOR DOIN 
DEEP IN YOUR HEART YOU HAVE THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE 
DOWN-TRODDEN IIAN OF THIS NATION. IIR PRES IDENT THIS liRE TO 

YOU IS AS VITAL AS A MESSAGE THAT lAS SENT BY THE UINUTE 
IIU Of LEX INGTON CONCORD AND SOUTHBOSTON TO THE TYRAHS WHO 
TR IED TO IIIPOS£ THE IR UNNECESSARY TAXES UPON THE YOUNG 
REPUBLIC OF WHICH YOU ALlAYS TALKED TO liE AS A HISTORI A ~. 
VERY TRULY YOURS• 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL PE ARSON 8 BROWN NATIONAL 
COIIIIANDER PROTESTANT IAR VETERAN$ Of THE UN ITEDSTA TES 
ADJUTAN T ALFRED A BALB IRNE I REV CARL C UNDERH ILL 
NATIONAL CHAPLAIN EDWARD JAMES SMYTHE CHA IRMAN 
NAT IONAL EXECUTIVE COIIIIInEE. 



THE WH ITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

IOEUOhAliOOU FOR TH.r.; ATTORIIU GFliERAL: 

Pleove lot me cell your nttonti on to 

the Presideot•s notation on the accompanying 

tel!lgrlllll , and to request you to return it to 

him with the check-up requested. 

~.~ 
RIJLOLPH FORSTER 
Executive Clerk 
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'HE WHITE: IIOUS( J 
THE ATTORNEY OI!:NEAAL /i.sy 26 8 C•· 'H 'Ja \ L .. ~ WA8HINOTON .. " 

N' (?' I.!Aiy 25, 1938· RECEIVE D 
n,P 

IC;r de&r llr . Pre aid«> t z 

Sometime ago you requea ted that I 

turniah you • lth ln!'o...,.t1on ooncerning an 

organhatlon known ae """• Silver Shlrto• . 

Attached bereto yaa • ill find a ..,...,randua 

wh1eb I received f rom the Federal Bureau 

O f lnY88tigat1on dealing With thiS subject. 

Sincerely yours , 

Tbe Pr esident , 

The lntite House. 



11&7 17, 1938 
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Re1 SILVER SHIRTS 

The "SU<rer Shirts ot Allerica, • also caJ.led the "Silvf'r Legion• end the "Chri&ti•n lliliti&, 0 is an oreanization founded by Willi•& [)udl.8)' Pellq in Asheville, llorth Carolina, in 1932, and baa tor its objective the establirh&ent or 'lfilliaa D.ldley Pelley ao dictator of tbe United States. There are indications or obteining this objecti ve by means ot a revolution . 
The organir.ation is dedicated to •sterling Constitutionalism and Chri&titn petriotiaa. • It ia apparant11 an o.nti-Sellitic, enti-<:o111111mi s tic and anti­Rocasvel t organization. 1bile .... ot the phases or the prOjp"Aa or the SU<rer Sbirte will appear ranteatic , i ts aoriousnesa is renected 1n the forceful 01ean1 by which the organization apparet~t11 intends to achieve ita objective. Thera are allegations and 1ndioetions or usassinating Prellid«nt Roosevelt in the atte&pt of thio oreanization to obtein its end . 

Tbe "'lfbo' a tho in Aaarie. ,• 1936-1937 series, states 81 rollowel 

"Pelley, William Dudley, euthor, editor; b. ~n, Naaa. , 1890; 
s . 'lfllllu c . .1. . ~nd Crace (Goodale) P. ; ed. 1n pub . eehocls. 
Editor and pub. Philosopher l(agu1ne, l"ulton , 11. T., 1909; 
trees., ~<gr. Pelley Tiaaue Cor pn. , Springfield, Maaa. 1909- 12; 
editor hOd pub. Chicopee (!.!ass. ) Journal , 1913, Wilmington (Vt.) Tiaee, 1914, St. Johnsbury Caledoni,n, 1917-20. With Internat . 
Y.M.C.I. 1n Siberia, 1917-18. £d1tor Liberation i:age:ine (nak­ly); chml . The Foundation tor Christian l!conoa1ca, Aebsville, 
Borth Caroline ; founder or the SilYer Legion or ~mor1ca , 1933, The Christian Party, 1935. Republican , Protestant . Author: Tba 
Cret~tor Cloey, 1919; Tbe Fog, 19211 llrag, 19U.; Colden Rubbi sh , 1929; (brochures) SeYen IU.nutea in Eternity, 1929; ':be Trend ia 
Opward, 1930; The Blue Le&p, 19311 Bo More Bunaer, 19331 Bationa-
1n-Law, 1935. Address; Box 1776, Asheville, B. c .• 

Tbe article entitled •seven r.!inutoa in Eternity, • by Willbm Dudley Pelley, was published 1n the A&erican r.~a&asine 1n 1929, 1n which he described hie experiet~ce wben his soul left !>is body, and according to hie o"" worda, he has returned to lite to gha tha practical thinkl.nc IIIUI the benefits or hift instructions from the spirituel world • 

.Uong this line or thought, information waa obtained to the affect lhat about July, 1932, at Ashsv11le, Korth Carolina , INch began to be heard or the spiritual re<relations wltich Pelley received. It was allaged that Robart SWrmerville and Pelle;y were the reincarnations of soule who had lived thou­eends , if not millione, or yea:ra aso upon the earth end much or their know­ledge ca&o from India. Tbe;y were allegedl)" able to apeak 1n an unl<hown toaaue, to han their aeaoey lifted and recall the things that had happened 



the last t.ae they lived upon the eerth. It. seems thllt they l ived on ell 
plll'te ot the elll'th , incl1.1111nt tho Juneles or Africa, the great ancient 
civilitat1one or the East, Mexico , South America , and deo with the /u!lerican 
Indi&ns. They l ind on the urth rore than once prior to t hi a lnce.rnation, 
•nd ..Ueaedly My han bad liiJl)' di!ferent reincarnations at different til:lea 
in the put. 

It appeera that WilliaJt Dudley Pelley estebllllbed ha,alf in Asheville, 
llorth Caroliruo, in 1932, where he orcanited the SUnr Sbirte ot Aaeriea and 
founded t he Cel&had College for the r OUDdation of Christian Economics . Tbia 
school waa open to students for one seeaion in the aummer ot 1932, and since 
that tae Pelley baa carried on the school courses thro\llth correspondence and 
by publishing a magazine celled "Liber~tion ,• wbich Pelley ul.leced is "A 
publication of instruction nnd i nspir ation from sourcee beyond or above 
~~:ortalit,., expounding rq belief about Covern11ent propacllllde against the Jews 
and psychic r eacorcb.• 

In Septe&ber , 1933, Pelley astablithed an office of the Silver Shirts 
a t OklahOII& City, Olclabo..a, which ottice waa later •oved to Loe Angeles, 
California, and thence to Seattle, 'tf&ehitl£ton. the Silur Shirts issued a 
booklet at Asheville, Korth Carolins, purporting to set forth the constitution 
ot a new govM'!IIIent which Yould be called a "Christ Covel'DJIIcnt . • The intro­
duction ot the constitution of t he "Christ Government• reads 1n part ae 
follower 

•ror nixty generations it bae boen rW!lored tb•t the great 
Galilean was comill£ bnck uoag mEn to institute n new eocial 
order and aet up a thoua&nd year r eign of r 1ghteourneu and 
peace. ror t.hirt)'-aix sonthe the chief of the ever increu ing 
Cbrietian IIU1t1a , 'The SU•er Sbirte, ' bas been in poeaeeel on 
of the basic outllnos or the new Christ state but with hie lips 
eealed b1 a hiaher order. • 

It appMre t hnt the i dea outlined in the conetitution of t he perfect 
govertu~ent 18 to incorporate the whole or the United Stf\tee. The sovereign 
people will do all the foreign trading, make ell purchaeoe ebrocd snd carry 
on all Mnu!acturing, buyinc and eollin& and workl.ne up into goode. A sbsre 
of $1, 000 each will be givsn to every man, 1JOIII!Jl1 and child born 1n the Ulli ted 
States, which will be good tor that uount of clothing t.n.S toodatutt armuall7 
in llll1 ot the &reat Federal nporiu., to be eatabUehed. The "Chr1et aen• 
who will bead the llational Corporation will handle all the food produced b7 
the t araere and cUetr1bute it utODC et the people. 
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"The SUnr Legion R4nger" is an official organ of the Silver 
Shirts publiabed by Pelley. A copy ot the November 81 193)1 heue or 
this publication atated TIUUu Dudley Pelley ns fortDerly a nne-
Jl"per publisher froe Ver.ont, who durin& the wo.r was a "Red Triangle" 
111m with the United States and J apaneae torcea in Siberia an.S had been 
an eye-witneae to Ruaaian Boleheviu; that be ""' foraerl7 e fiction 
atory writer in a nw:ber or popular ator,. aagazinea and ude • llving 
writing novels while engaged 1D eight yeera or UDdarcoyar iDveatJ.&ation 
througbo~&t lYe%')' aingle atata in the Ollion; that 1D 1929 Pelley eeat 
aside bia toner oce~&pation and started "Tb• Le8£Ue for Uberetion, • its 
surface purpose being metapb)'aical r esearch; however , llndar cover that it 
perfected e nr eat ~tional orgenitation drawing people or importance from 
the higheet walks of life, people whos e names never have bean pllbli ahed 
and 11&7 nner become known. Tbe article further r enecta th&t during 
19)0, 1931, end 1932 Pelley appointed key aen in all atetee of the Onion 
and ~~&de erteotiva contacts with innllenti.al partisan Cbrlotiana in 11ash-
1Dgton, D. O. 

Tbe article further etated1 "On J&n\II.J'Y 31, 193) 1 the date 
that Bitler caae into power in Genoan.r, Pelley c:a&e out fro• under coyer 
with his SUnr Shirts llatioll41 Orgalliution. Having planted depots ot 
bis facta thro~&ghout the entire United Stetaa, enlightened police and 
vigilante groups , secured the cooper ation of outraged Chrietian citizans to 
carry on regardless of what happens to him personally. Ria organization 
of SilYor Shirts 1a now snowballing exActly a s Hitler' • Nazis anowba.Ued in 
German.r wban at laat t be German people were persuaded to tbe truth . Reads 
or certain J'edah organization• in Allarica aaaquereding as h igh-principled 
beneYolent institutions have alrM41 threatened Pelley with death, thus prov­
ing the AJoerican tie-~&p between Judaiaa and ~atio Setaniu.• Tbe 
article conolU.Sed with the atat .... nt• •rr you are ei£htMI1 yeera or age, 
or reesonabl7 aoun4 health, and not afraid to risk your life and liab for 
yOur country , 7011 are asked to t..ka tha Oath or Conoecration upon you end 
ste9 out aa a true Christian sold ier, garbed 1D a shirt of ellYcr with the 
great· scarlet ' L' .. blasoned on your banner and over your heart , atanding 
tor love, loyalty and liber ation.• 

llembera and officers of t he Sllnr Shi.rts or A.aerica , located at 
Oklahou Ci t;y, Olclahou, advised that the Silver Sbirta barred no one from 
beca.ing a aeabar and that a Catholic, Jew, or negro Jral peraitted to join 
u lon& u be paid the initiation tee or tlO. Howeyar , if IIIJ'One desired to 
join ba .... paraitted to do 80 without p&7&ent or the initiation tea if be 
belieTed in the principleS Of the orcanhation; that the orct.niaation W&l 

11&1D17 orpniaed for the purpose or nrolliDg "lr1 honeat, upri&ht A.aerican 
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Who believed in the Constitution of America, opposed Communicm and wanted 
tho law. enforoed1 that the or ganization had the eupport of m&Df police 
officials all over the United States t.nd wu desirous o!' ha\'ing every po­
lice officit.l c!' the United Statea a mmnber , and that When police deport­
menta or any official law enforcement agency was handicapped by polities 
it would then be tho duty o!' tho Silver Shirta of America to enforce the 
laws violated, 

A Congressional report, in 193~, reflects that Polley founded tho 
Silver Shirts of America with headqut.rtere at Aeheville early in 1933, the 
or ganization being patented after the Storm Troops of Geno~1 that Pelley, 
who t or yearo had been writing on metaphysical aubjecta , at this tiae changed 
bia prophetic writings into violent and •ourril ouo attaoke against certain 
religious groupe , and evidence taken by a sub-c~ittee at Lo• Angeles proved 
many Silver Shirt• at San Diego had been armed, and that Government arms fran 
North Island had come into their banda through nefarious methods and a tar­
get range nearby was being used for praotiee and mane~vers . In 1954 these 
varioue vonturee , both military and publiehine, ~~re placed into bOJU<ruptcy. 
It appears that William Dudley Pelley was investigated under the !:ational Bank­
ruptcy Act , but upon completion of the investigation tho United States Attorney 
t.t Asheville, North Carolina , from which point Pelley oper ated his or gani­
zo.tion, declined to authorize prosecution against Polley or his partner, 
Robert C, Summerville. On February 18, 1935, William Dudley Polley nnd hia 
assistant, Robert C. Summerville , were both convicted in tho State Court at 
Asheville, North Carolina, for violation of tho Blue Sky Law of that Stt.te for 
selling stock without authori•ation and r egistration. Pelley ~'• sentenced 
to serve not leas th~ one year and not mor• thkn two year s in the State Prison 
at hard labor. The sentence wao auopendod on the followin& terms t.nd conditions• 

l , That ho pay a fine of $1,000 and cost of pro•ecution. 
2, Tht.t ho continue on good boho.vior for a period of five years . 
3. That he neither publieh nor distribute in the State of l~rth 

Carolina t.Dfthing havi~ to do with atook saloe t r anaactiona • 

The sentence of Polley ' • aa•ociate, Robert C. Summerville, waa 
substantially the aame , 

It 1e intereet ing to note that a copy of Pelley'• Weekly, publiahed 
during Jo.nua.ry, 1936, at Aeheville , North Carolina, i ndicated that o.t that 
time Will iam Dudley Pelley wae forming the Christian Party with hiaself aa 
ct.ndidate tor President of tho United Sto.tea and Willard \1, Kamp of Calitornit. 
ae ot.ndidt.te for Vice Preeident . A leaflet distributed by the orgt.nization, 
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Bull1tin 1-~. ~pp&r•ntly publiahod ~t Detroit, wao hc&ded "Cbriot or Ch~oal -
The F&to of Our Nation Dopenda upon the Chrioti&n ~rty•. In the learlot it 
io •t&ted that out of aovonty-five k1ymon ourrounding tho Pretident , fifty-two 
&re J.w1 who &t aom• time or other h&vo gone on record aa favoring a Soviet 
alteration in the Government of tho United Statoa . The eircular cloud with the 
etatocont, "Chriotiana Unita l You h&vo nothing to loee but your Jewith 
ahaokloe . • Tho publication, Polley'• Weekly, oont&ina moat rabid at&temonta 
r•sarding the political aituation and the alleged Jewiah influence on the 
Govarnment and buoineoa of tho Unitad Statoa, &nd ia described &I tb• official 
organ of tho Chriatian Puty of the eouncih or aatoty throu&)>out the United 
Statea, a.d .. oeat~ at nlin;: oon.otitution&lig and Chriatian patriotillll. Aa 
l&t• aa July, 1936, Prtd hof•r , agent for and diatributor ot, P1lloy'a Weekly 
&t Colorado Spr~•• Colorado, told tho Chief of Pollee there that th• SilTOr 
Shirta planned to take o-.er the Gov•rnEent on Sopta:ber 16, 1936, and ho had 
already recoi ... d hia ord1r1 aa to nat pa.rt ho W'B.a aupposed to t&kl on that 
d&t•. (In tho election of 1936 P•ll•y ran tor Proa idont or tho Unitld Statoa 
on tho "Chr1ati&n Pkrty" tiok1t , &nd rtoeived a tot&l of lou than 1000 votoa, 
&ooording to a n•wwpap•r diapatoh) . 

Spo~king through th• column in Pelley's Weekly, Polley htm.olr 
indio&ted th&t hia Legion would be in a position to take over tho Oovernnont 
in tho event of ~ Cammuniotio outbreak. It haa been allo&Od that tho avowed 
purpoae of tho organi•~tion wat to kill or oppress a l l Jews in tho United 
Statea, and to acoomplioh thio end the org&n!Eation threatened to brins about 
a ro'Volutio:o. . 

~ allegation rol~tive to the aooaosin&tion of Preaident RooteYelt 
11 noted in t.\at a ropr•••ntat1Yo of tho Silver Shirt• wao reported to hav• 
otated on ~y 21 , 1936, that on Juno 6, 1936, or thereabouto, a Co.munittic 
ro .. olution would occur in thil country , which revolution would break out in 
th• principal easter10 o1t1u of th• United St&tea . 11ho10 tho Cooauniat db­
order• occurred, Tho Sil .. or Shirt Or£&nization was to stop in and reotoro 
order. During the revolution or the Comauniato , President Root o .. •lt .at to 
doolar• ll&rti&l l&w, ll!lioh -· &ntioipated to be in effect for a period or ten 
da~• · Same time durinc tho period martial law was to bo in forot , Prooident 
Rootovolt, aooordi~ to the intor=ant, would be aoaasainatod or forced to leave 
the country, and either tho Honorabl• Rexford Tugwell or ~yor fiorollo LaGuardia 
or !leW York would &Siu:Do tho executive power. lolo81rs. Tugwell and I.A()uardia, 
tho Silver Shirto claim, are of Jowioh extraction, and aro roady to act whon 
tho oocaaion ~ri••• • Tho Silver Shirt representative indicated that tho di• ­
ordoro would occur by ro~oon of tho bani< holiday Which ·•auld havl to be de ­
clared in Juno beoauoo or tho itauanoo of tho toldioro' bonus bondt, ... the 
banks alllr;edly wot~ld not b• in a pooltion to t&ko tho banda . It ""' claimed 
by the Sibor S!!irta that tho bonuo bondo would be in tho mail on Juno 15, 1936. 



111th reference to the allececl upri&in& in America by tbe su .. er 
Sbirte, Pelle;y'• Weel<lJ' for lkty 20, 1936, in an article entitled "S11Yer-
8birta Instructed to Prepare for Nation'• Upaet,• atateaa "But the Silver 
Legion and the Siherohirt e tbfllleelvee are not expected to come into their 
own till Reel Jewish aot1Yit1ee 1D this country bsve openly declared the­
selves. • Tba article goee on to indieste that there will be no opm re­
bellion on tbe part of tbe SUYer Sbirte untU a crucial 1110eent MB arieen. 
Tbh 1e borne out by the following lAJ18W1ie appearing in tbe l aet eentioned 
articlaa "Rooa8Yelt t.nd bia Jewish a ciYiaora hBVe cleverly oontrbed to 
epend the nation bankrupt, ala bond ieauaa w draina on bank uaat...,.... 
Th11 bAa produced a situation where a aeeond bank holiday 11\lot unerrin«ly 
eoaue. ADd Jut aa the prerloua bank bolicla7 eallecl tor a llan ot Action, 
the abdication of C~eae of ita conetitutional o!ticea and the turning 
ot thn ovtll" to a pseudo-dictator, Juet eo the aeeond bank holiday rill r&­
peat the outrage end aka a real Man ot Action more requisite than ner. 
Thie lle8.IIS a I>ictator-openly I" 

FUrther, the May 20, 1936, ieeue of Pell971 a WeetJ7 carried a newa 
ito which ellegecl that on .,.&reb 15, l9JS, the Detroit Jewieb Chronicle carried 
a n item indieatln« tbat llr. Roosevelt was part Jewish. Tbo aaid paper later 
carried a letter written by llr. Rooa8Yolt, in which ho atateda "In the distant 
past tb97 (my aneeetore) may bsve been Jawe. All I know about the origin of 
the RooeeYel t famUy i e that tbe7 are apparently deacended fr0111 Olaee Martone sen 
nn Roosevelt, who came from Holland . " Pelley's Weekly went on to et#te that 
tho fully tree hAd been traced and waa or earetul record. It further alleged 
tbat Roosevelt'• 88le anceetr)" through Claea Martensaen Yan Rooee.8lt traced 
directly to the Jewieh Roaaocupo fuil;r, whiCh was expelled froa Spain and 
eettled in Holland. It wae daeeed appropriate to set out the above 11entionecl 
nn11 item in rln of the aYowed purpoee of the SU nr Sbirt11 to ldll or 
euppraea all Jews in the United Stltea, the allegation beq Mda that 
Preeident Roos8Yelt 1a part Jewieb. 

Tbe aeriousneae rltb whiCh the Sn......r Shirts Yin tbe•eelyea 1a indJ.­
eatecl by two circulars which were diatributed aaooog •nbera of the SUnr 
Sbirta orsanl.zation who were to attend the Amrual EnCI!JI):IIlent, 11111ch was held 
in the rlcinity of Redllond , Waahin&ton, durin& tbe aUIOIDer or 19)6. Tbe tiret 
circular advised eaCh indhidual who expected to attend t ba En0411peont to br!n« 
certain standard equipoo@llt, such ae two SUnr SbJ.rtaJ one p&1r or dark gra:r 
breeohae , one pair of brosnn boote; one c1u11paign bet, and eo forth. Thia cir­
cular alao stated, •Do not leaTe behind anything in wny of cotton cloth, old 
sheets, etc . Which can be sterilised and uaed for bandages. • 
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The .. cood queltionnaire called upon the ..ariouo person• ox;:•oti~ 
to att eod the Enou:pcent to indicate thereon the quantity of certain 1taple 
food 1t'""a whioh eaoh iodividual could furnish. 

With roferonoo to the mean• by whioh tho Sil~or Shirts intended to 
accomplioh their objective, it wao related on Sopt~ber 17, 19Z6, by ono 
~illi~ Lehrer, 4316 University Way, Seattle, ~ashin;ton, that he was at 
that tl.&e a dealer in sun~ and ._unition, and a lhort tU.e prior to Septea ­
ber 17, 1936, an alle&ed or&&ni•er tor the Silver Shirto naaed Roy Zachary, 
of 308 Vir&inia Street, Seattle, Waohin£ton, celled upon Lehrer and offered 
to buy l&r&o quantitieo of ammunition, 30.06, 30. 40, . 38 ouper-autocatio, 
, 45 automatic and~ other kindo . It wao alleged that ~•ohary wanted 15,000 
round• of automatic ammunition. He aloo desired to buy hi&h caliber r ifles 
in largo quantitioo , claiminG that he had a permit f rom the local police de­
partment for al l the aide arma which he could purchase. 

Lohror further alle&od that Zachary wanted hi.a to go to :'aca::>a , 'llaoh­
in~on, and apprai1e and inventory the otock of the Kimble Company, a bankrupt 
dealer >lho had a oupply of ..-... and t.lllliWiition. Zachary otatod he h&d tho 
ca1h to purch&oe all tho arM and u:nuni tion he oO\ll d obtain. At that ti.ae , 
September, 1936, Zachary claimed that he w&a an organi•er fran tho Eaot1 
that there wao (,Oinc to be no olootion in "ovembor1 tht.t tho Silver Shirte 
were !;Oing to put in their ~an Pelley o.o President . He etat od there wao &aing 
to bo a.n uprioing before the election. Zachary advieed Lohror that the 
Silver Shirto had the l~tional Guard and ~all "fixed", and they were pre­
pared to take over the Gonrnment, indict.t1ng there wore 17,000 ""'n or&aniud 
and in readineoo at Y~, Waohington. 

In oonneotion with the oeouring of a.,. by the Sil~or Sh1rto, it 
io to be noted that on September 24, 1937, a no~•paper diopateh stated that the 
Silver Shirt s wero arming for a po~rom of the J.ws 1D Seattle, naahiD5ton. 1~o 
artiolo further ot atod that it had beon revealed that attompta had boon made 
to purchase 100 rifloe , 300 piotola, and oevoral thouoand roundl of a=munition 
by a reproaontativo ot ~illiaa Dudloy Pelley's Silvor Shirto. Tho art icle 
otated that !loy Zachary, Chriotian farty State Organi•er, tried to puroh&•o 
anu tram WUliaa Lobrer's Sport Shop, 4:U6 Univerlity .ay, Seattle. The 
article aloo alleged that Zachary had a penait to obtain theoe guno , Which 
ponoit boro the oipture of Chiot' ot Police ltillio.a H. Searo , Seattle, 'll't.oh-
1n~on, Po11co Department, and that he had admitted thou gun• wro to be 
uood by Polloy'o pri,....to fasoiot party U'111¥ in an imoenoe pogrt111 boint; planned 
by tho combined foroeo of the ~laok Legion, tho J~o True Aooooiatoo and tho 
Silver Shirto, 



The articl e turther stated that Chief ot Police Sears denied be 
bad iuued a penait, and branded it a for gery, Sears stated, •rt Zachary 
baa n permit bearing my name, it' e a forgery. I have iesued no pietol permit 
since I 1va been in office. I intend to innatJ.aate thisaftair thoroughl1, 
and it be baa a perm! t , I wUl prosecute h1a to the tull extent of the law, • 
Ko turther ac tion was talcen by Chief of Police Sears 1n connection with thia 
matter. 

As an indication of the affiliations of the Silver Shirts , inform&­
t i on was received under date of August 1 , 1937, to the effect it was alleged 
thet t he Ohio Valley was eeetbing with the spirit of Yiallant ei u . The 
Fuehrer ot this moyeaent wee eaid to be llise Sua&n Starling, wboee real nua 
1a lliss Elsie 'l'borurer. The orgsni&ation - • elleaed to be known aa the 
Aaaociatlon of Leagues . •rt baa a t least a cooperating workina r elationship 
with Will~ ~dley Pelley's SilYer Legion; with RepUblic Steel Corporation; 
with t he Patriot Cuarde, the National Ropublic and the Student Americaneers, 
Americ~n Fascist group& J the Germnn-American Volksbuod, succeaeora of tho 
Friends of the New CorMll,Y. • 

ln this connection, it ia to be noted that llayor Herold B. Burton of 
Cln elan4, Ohio , wrote to the Dapartllent of Justice to the effect that there 
bad been concern felt by nllllhera of people about the act1v1 t i es of the 
Associated Leagues under the leader ship of Mise SUsan Sterl1ng, Which was 
a movement sometimes referred to ss the Silver Shirt mov ement. A r esolution 
waa adopted by the Cleveland City Council on Aueust 2.5 , 1937, and approved 
by the ~r, aaldng tbet the ChU Liberties Co•ittee of the United Statoa 
Senate include this Miter 1n their pending inYeetJ.aation • 

.Uona this II&JI& line Of t hought , intol"l:lat.ion wa s obttiinad on April 1.4, 
l9JB, t o the effect that ag3in last August Pelley ' 1 Silver Shirts had worked 
with the Nazis against the Little Stool Strike. Silver Shirts and l!azi 
Cerman-A.IIerican Volkebundere and the "Secret Seven• of the Cleveland CbiUIIber 
of Couerce were alleced to have been aerged together in the "Aeeocieted 
Leagues ot Cle .. elend. • 

It ,.... further stated that Pelley feared hie t ie-up to the !lui and 
Bia Business organitcat.ione would be r e...Wed by the innstJ.aations of the La­
Follette Senate Co•iitee. The coaoittee subpoenaed the recorda or the 
SilYer Shirt "Jian&er" for Ohio , one Spencer J . Warwick . Pelley appealed to 
the United States Supreae Court tor an injunction r .. tr&ining the cc.aittee, 
but ,.... turned down . Pelley stated 1n the "Liberation• that be would jail 
14Folletta, ae well a a John L. Lewia , tor lite it be aehed power. 

The Brooklyn Da1l1 Eagle or April .5, l9JB, in an article by William 
Weer , atatod as follow81 
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"Aiming for tho post of Adol f Bitler of Acorioa io Will iam Dudley 
Pelley, currentl y of Asheville , North Carolina. He ia not tho 
only one. ~oro are scores of potential litt le dictators, play­
ing with l ittle ' patriotic ' or ganizations , each of them dreaming 
ot the day 'Nhon he will h lco ovor .oo.shint:ton as tlitler took over 
Germo.n,y or "'ueaolini ll3& rohod on Rome. They know one another , thoy 
oooporat o with ono another, and among them the search io becoming 
daily keener for that one of their number Vlhom t ho lit;htning is 
to otriko in a big way. Perhaps tho r oadioat or all to roooivo 
tho li&htning stroke and most inspired of all tho oandidatea ie 
Polley. He has his uniformed Legion, his underground press and 
his mustic metaphysical-astrol ogical 'prophecy ' foreshadowing 
tho victory to camo . He can't lose ." 

In this article, William Woor described Pelley as tho "moat raucous 
of tho whisperint campai gn propagandists who disseminate raeo venom with 
an eye to establishing a dictatorship in tho United States". He stated 
hia proclaimed ambition is to make Pel ley tho dictator - chief. Thic writer 
further atatos Polley 's Sil ver Legion is the chief of the secret shirt 
societies which have been laboring, under more or less coverJ to in.~erit 
the hooded pomp and power that w11s once tho reborn IW Klux Klan. 

With regar d to the strength of tho movement tho Brooklyn Daily &o.glo 
of April 5, 1938, stated that tho actual member shi p of the Sil ver Shir ts 
rol:lt\inod a aoorot . At one time t here wore so:oo 75, 000 of them, and unofficial 
claims went as high as 2, 000,000. But that •~• before , in 1934, tho Congres­
sional i nvestigation into lle.zi and related activities threatonod to look into 
the Silver Shirts too, and before Pol ley himself was indicted for f raud . Thoro 
wao a col lapse t hen of Pol ley ' s various activities , and he transferred his 
headquarters to Califor nia and thence to Seattle, Washington. With the finances 
appa rent l y rehabil itated, he bee~• activo again a fuw months ago. Hio "Lib­
er ation" , whioh had gone into the hands of a recei ver and suspended publ ication, 
was published as a >~eokly instead or as a monthl y . The Silver Lerjon became 
again, o.t lout in the "Liberation", a s reat patriotic movement to save J.merica. 

In this connection, it is i nteresting to note that a noWBpaper dispatch 
under date of April 14, 1938, indicated ae fol lowss 

" ' Silver Shirt ' Pelley, America ' s blatant Fascist , is trying a 
comeback t oday. His mngatino, ' Liberation• , announces a cam­
paign for one mil lion Sil ver Shirts. Recruiting opens today . 
Pel ley's organization flopped during tbo t r eat progress ive wave 
of tho last coupl e of years . Ke wanto to come back with the 
hel p of the forces of Big Business t hat defo&tod Pres ident 
Roosevelt ' s reorganization bi l l ." 
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Dt..aCTOit 

••brralllurrau of lnur•tigatton 
•nttrb •tatn Drparhnrnt of Ju•tltr 

• a•lflngton, D. Qi. 

June 

Pl· aae have ret' renee to uy eemrlllld.um to you dn ted 
June 11, 1938 Yrith regard to the j)Toposed "March" on Y'aehington 
to be initiated by the Trade Union Com~ittee on Unemployment 
and the Works Progress Administration. 

I have now received in!or tion to tL~ effec~ that tr.e 
"March~ is to take pl~ce on Jun~ Z7, 1938 &nU is to i nclude more 
than six hundred arts and profess ional t 'orks Progress J.dministr a­
tion workers arw trade unionists . These "Marchers" "ill prot est 
a.,ainst the " 1, 000 a year t~W" scheduled to go into efl'ect on 
July 1 , 1938, which allegedly •ill result in dr astic w~&.;e cuts 
and lead to thf' eventual llquidatiO"n o~e projec ts. 

( 
I UCI informed that t he demonstrators will asuemb1e in 

?ashl~ton from Vll.rious sections of' the country. They will rep­
r esent the Fork~rs AllJbnce, Unttea &merithn Artists Union and 
ot.ner organi:cations hAving orks Progress .nd11inistration workers 
in their ranks . 

!he New York "r.larchers" will leave Ne•· York City by 
train on Sund~t.y , June :..6, 1938, arriving in hsbint;ton the fol­
lowing oorning . The1 will spend the entire day of June 27, 1J38 
in r.ashington ana will return to ~~er York tbat evening . The 
regi stration of the ""archers" is being hAndled at 781 FroadV!ay, 
rlew York City, vthich is the address of the V.orkers Alliance of' 
Greater New York. 

RespectfUlly, 

, ~ .~ 

ohn Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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DIRECTOR \ ')>/~ 

1 ~thtral ktiU a( JnotJitlgatton 
\ lntttil &tatt11 lrputllttnt ot Jllllttn 

~~ •u!Jtn;ton, I. Ql. 

Honorable Marvin H. Mcintyre 
Secretary to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Yr . Mcintyre: 

November 2 , 1938 

I have just r ecei ved the attached 
leaflet entitled, 11 Invisibl e Po?rers, 11 which I 
thought might be of interest to the President and 
you. 

Advice bas reached me that this 
leafl et is being gi ven wide distribution in 
Hammond, Indiana. 

With assurances of ~highest re-
gards, I am 

Sincerely yours , 

.24 •• ~ 

Enclosure 
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••brral ~rau IJf Jnnut(IJa!IDn 
l nltrll &tatu l rparllllrnl or J u.lllltr 

Jlu(Jtq11111. II. Cll. 

Hovollbor 5, 1938 

Booorablo ll&rrln B • llcln tY" 
Secretary to the Proaldmt 
!'bo 'llh1 to B CIU.50 
1faobiJ1lt.oD, D. c. 

Dear Mr. llclnt1"• 

I .., tranuJ. t titlg the at tached 
Ma orondwo with r e!eronco to tho f'uaion of tho 
Coaamiat Party and tho Soci&Uat Party of tho 
Pbillppino Ialanda and the localloation of the 
C.,....Ua t PartT, in tho thOU&h t tba t it aay pron 
ot aoae interest. 

resarda, I u 

Sincerely youra , 

!llclo811H 



Nove<llbar S, 1938 

The Co~illt P&rt1 of the Philippine I slands was legal­
ised during the latte.r part of October, 19;38. In pursuance thereof 
the Co.muniat Part1 held ita Third National Convention in Kanila, 
which conaiated of a three-d&l session terminating on November 1, 
19;38. Tbia Convention was illportant in so far as it marlred the 
merger of the Socialist Party ani the COIIIIIWlist Party of the 
Philippine Islands into a sol1d. bloc , which now calls 1 tself the 
ColiiiiWlist Party of the Philippine Islands. 

The Third National Convention was represented by ;380 dele­
gates tram twelve provinces and included 57 Soc1allst delegates. 
The Convention adopted resolutions, 

• • • • • •• giving the CollllliWlist Part¥'• support to ex­
tenoion of deo:ocracy, to the fight against fascls• w1 thin 
and w1 thout, with the Japanese fascist-1mper1al1ats 
representing the lll&in danger.• 

The Convention, 

• •• • •• • • supported the progreaaive measures of Philippine 
President Manuel Queson and advanced a progru of the Min 
c1-nds of the workers a.nd peasants ••• • • • 

The Derger of the Coaaunist and Socialist Parties was approved 
unan1wnualy. 

The ot.f'icers of the new CoiiiiiOllliat Party of the Philippine 
Islands elected at the Th1rcl National Convention are the follOWing! 

Cri.Mnto EYangellsta - National. Chairllan 
Peciro !bad Santos - National Vice-

Cbairloan 
Cluill8l'll0 Capadocla - General Secretal')'. 

It 1a reported tbat 51000 persona attended a rally as an 
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outgro'tl'th of the Third National Convention at the llan11.a Opera 

llouae ll'here the C-1• t Party of tbe United Sta tee was repre­

aentad b7 J&Ma Allen, a .. aber of the lletional CO.Uttee of the 
C...mist Party of the United States. Allin waa one of tbe prin­

cipal apeakere. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAaHINOTON 

r. D. a. 
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/ JO>IN 'OGAll WOOV&R 

OIR&CTOR 

.J" rllrral Wurrw of .Jnuridtpt!Dn 
Wnttrll &tatrs lrpa:rtmrnt of Jllllttrr 

•ulftttgtPn. 11. en. 
March 10, 19.39 

Honorable Marvin H. Ycint;yTe 
Assistant Secretary to tbe President 
The llbi. te House 
Washington, D. C. 

l4y dear !lr. llfcint;yre: 

The following information bas cOUJe to me frOUJ 
a source which has beretofore been found comparatively 
reliable, and I thought that you might desire to pass 
this information on to the President. 

Doctor Paul Schwarz, former Ge:man Consul in 
New York City, attended the dinner of the Association of 
Foreign Press Correspondents in New York City on February 
24, 19.39. Doctor Schwarz was reported to be residing nth 
former German Chancellor Wirth at the Hotel Saint Moritz 
in New York City. Wirth incidentally is reported to have 
been responsible for Schwarz' rapid rise as a German 
official, Schwarz having acted 1n charge of the secret 
political police at the time Wirth was Chancellor. The 
activities and the presence of Wirth in the United States 
have been clothed w1 th considerable mystery and a con­
certed effort bas been made to keep stories concerning 
Wirth out of the newspapers . The real purpose of Wirth's 
presence in the United States however is stated to be for 
the purpose of establishing secretly a provisional German 
government which '1"1.11 be established if and when the 
R.1 tlar government is overthrown in Gern111I17. Former German 
Chancellor Heinrich Bruening and former President Benes 
of Czecho-Slovakia are reported to be parties to the plana 
being formulated for the establishment of the provisional 
government . Doctor Paul Schwarz is stated as having 
confidentially informed a confidant that no hasty con­
clusions should be drawn from the information furnished 
concerning the provisional government since the plans for 
the overthrow of the Hitler government would probably not 
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immediately .t\motion and the establishment of the provisional 
government might not occur for years but that the present 
plans contemplated the establishment of the organization 
for the provisional government in order t hat it might begin 
to function immediately upon the overthrow of the Hitler 
regime. 

Doctor Schwarz confided that he and hie friends 
were preparing a tho.roughly bourgeois government and that 
the hopes of the radicals to share in an overthrow of the 
present German regime or to share in the government after 
the overthrow was • just dreaming" on their part. 

Doctor Scbwara claims that important American 
circles, where it bed been possible to a pproach Americans 
with great discretion in view of the very secret nature of 
the undertaking, were not only in full accord with the 
project but would render active financial and political 
help. Doctor Schwerr. stated that representative Americans 
who were contacted were sympathetic to his movement because 
of their belief that an overthrow of the Hitler regime m.ight 
not only avoid a world war but that the makeup of the group 
working for the establishment of the provisional gove.rnment 
will guarantee against a universally feared Bolshevik Germany 
•after Hitler. • Doctor Schwarz claims that support of a 
simllar nature 1s being received froa England, France and 
several saaller countries. 

Doctor Schara bas also JDB.de the state:!lent that 
several officials in the State Department are fully 
cognizant of the plans and activities of this group and 
are secretly supporting these plans. 

Doctor Scbw.rz also aade the statement that 
President Roosevelt knew of this movement and was extending 
every possible help to it other than to openly support the 
movement. 
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Doctor Schwarz stated in concluding these 
confidential etatemente that nothing of a startling nature 
should be expected in the near future from the group fon:rlng 
the pronsional govenllllent of Oe~.'!:~A:Q. 

If any further information upon this subject 
reaches me, I will tnnsmi t it to you promptly. 

With assurances of ~ highest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 



JOWII ~AA I<OOVU 

/oiUCTOA 

_. rll.nal 5urrau 11! l mrrlltlglltllln 
•nttrll .&t11tr1 l rpartmrnt o! JUJI!ttr 

•ulflngton. II. Ql. 
December 1, 1939 

Brigadier General Edwi n M. Watso n 
Secretar~ to the President 
The White House 
Washi ngton, D. c. 

Dear General Watson : 

Personal and 
g ayCj d pp f ,'q J 

Recently ~JJel J:r.e.d._llf_. Jfl lsQJJ. called at the 
FBI headquarters and furnished some informat ion concern­
ing conditions in C..ent ral America which I thought would 
be of interest to both you and the President . Wilson 
was an offic er in Uilitary I ntellig ence during the lVorld 
War and has been r esiding in Guatemala f or some years . 
He stated that the present efforts on the part of the 
Un i ted States t o build good will in Central and South 
A.merican countri es ar& being subtlely but completely 
negatived by the representatives of Ame rican firms 
operating in those countries . Colonel Wilson stated 
that he had observed this subtle type of propaganda 
over a period of many years and was convinced that it 
will completely offset del iberate efforts to create good 
will . 

Accord ing to Colonel Wi lson, conditions in 
Guatemala are similar to those in other Central and 
South American countries where, it is reported, American 
firms employ persons of European national i.ties as local 
heads of their various Amer ican enterprises. As an 
example, Colonel Wilson pointed out that th e head of 
the Guatemala Ra llroad is an Engl1.sh.man; that many 
employees of the United Fruit Company are British.; and 
that many off icials in other industries in Guatemala 
ar e German or Ital ian, despit e the fact that most of 
the industries represent Amer ican capital and are 
American controlled. According to colonel Wilso n 
the representatives of these American firms subtlely 
undermine American good will efforts by belittHng 

• 
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Amertcan acttvi ttos and making apol ogies for American 
business methods and procedure . Colonel Wil son states 
that thts type of propaganda ts ertremely effecti ve tn 
tearing down and dest roying good wi ll efforts . 

Know ing of the President 's i ntense i nterest tn 
proourtng good will in the Latin American countries, I 
thought he would be in terested in knowing of Colo nel 
Wilson's statement . 

With assurances of my highest regards, 

S incerely yours 



\ 

JOWN iOGAR WOOVIiA 

ou:t;croR 

J!tbtral 5 1tttlll1 of l 1111tllllgldlon 
Knl!tb &tldtl l tpulattnl of JWII\rr 

Wulftngllln. I. <li. 

Decel!lber 5, 1939 

Brigadier General Edwin M, Watson 
Secretary to the President 
The Wbite House 
Washi.ngton, D. c. 

Dear General Watson : 

Reference i s rnade to previous eommunicat ,ions 
furnis hed you concerning conditions in l!exico, 

I am transmitting herewith as of possible 
interest to you and the President addit ional i nforma­
tion obtained in the above regard from confidential 
s ources . 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 

• 
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••h•ral 8ur•IW of lnunfl.pffon 

llnluh ~tna ll•vartnunt of JIDffu 

llu!Jington,II. C. 

lMcamber S, 1939 

CONpiTIO!IS IN V!WOO 

Veld. can .lct.i vi ties 1n Qua temal.a and 
Brltitll Hopdwu 

With reteNDCe to previous infonution obte.ioec:l !roll 
contidential sources concerning the alleged. plans ot President 
C&rdenaa of llexico 1n collll8ction with Guatemala and British 
Honduras, additional inforution baa been obte.ioed !%'0111 the sa.me 
contidential sources indicating that C&rdenae was delaY*i 1n 
taking hi a propoaed trip to Quintana Roo, Yucatan, C&mpeche, 
Tabaeec and Chiapaa. It is reported, howner 1 that C&rdenae 
plans tc take the above jo1.11'118y within the ~diat. tuture . An 
attcrner, Ignacio Garcia Tille• (ranld.ng ~er of the llexiean 
Cabinet) baa allegedly been eent ahead to caaplete certain 
&rrang11118Dta rl thin the terri tortes 1rbicb Cardenas plans to viei t. 
It is reported that the llexioan garrison at Tapacbula1 State of 
Cbiapas (on the Gua~laJ!-ollexican border) bee been 1ncreaeec:l 
during the put ten days to approximately 21000 men, the present 
amament at thi" garri30n including five pieces of artillery 1 
sixty fllllch1 ne guns 1 three fighting aircr&ft and approxiaatel;r 
twenty ~ trucks. 

In connection nth the alleged. llexican plan3 relating 
to the possible annexation of the Bri tillh Honduras, and a part, 
if not all, of Ouatemal.a, a news i tam appeared 1n the n8'0'8p&per 1 

•Excelsior• of llex:l.co Cit;r, on HoYember ? , 1939, Wider the data 
line of Santiago de Chile, 'O'bicb 1nd1aat.e ag1 tation 1n J.rgentina 
rlth regard to the annexation of the llal.vinas or !"al kland Islands, 
formerly poeseaeec:l b;r .Lrsantina, bllt preaentl;r 1n the pcaaesaicn 
of Great Britain. 'lbe news ita 1n question 1a quoted aa !oll.mrst 

".l c-ttt.e tor the Dlltenae of Captured Territories. 

• Santiago, Chile, !IO"flllllber 7.- 'lbe present El>.ropean War, 1n which 
are inYolYec:l ao -.ey dinrae 1ntereata, baa a.ggeated a aubject tbat 
1nt.reato the Aaerican continent and in part.ioular the .Lrsentine 
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Republic . It treats ot t"- latent problal ot the 
Ualyiny gr ftl!cJeDd fia:landet;'ituated in the southern 
bemephere and which epu bly are an Argentine 
possession, which is found in the banda ot a European 
nation. 

~ llalrillaa IslaM• pre taken b,y Great Brite.in 
ugh tlie lfiiiiU ot s ' etroke of the band 1 in an 

epoch in which the natione ot America nre in a c-. 
plete period ot organisation and 'becauee ot which they 
oould not defend their patrimoJV fiooal the conquest ot 
other greater and 1DOr8 powerf\11 nations, who extended 
tl'.eir glances to other l&ti tudea in search ot lands tor 
their illperi.alietic enda . 

·~lieh agente have divulaed that in the event that 
Gennany defeated England, it intended to eeteblieh 
colonies in these American countries. Ionediately, 
th1a has produced a reaction and has bro\18ht forth anew 
the reality of the subject ot the llal'rillu 111lands, 
eince Great Britain has no right to pcesees these terri­
tories 'llhere it has installed gigantic naTal 'baeea. 

"Ch the occasion of the recent Conference of Chancellors 
held in ~. the president of the Argentina delegation, 
Doctor llelo, in a brilll.ant diecourae, made known the 
Argentina tbeaia cone~ the llal'rillu Iel&nda. 

•1. Cooaittee Formed tor F1ghting for the Return ot the 
Iel&nda. 

•x-c!iately following, headed b,y llr. Alfredo Palacios, 
there 1IU fon.d '.l c:oa.ittee tor Return ot the llalrillaa 
I •l•rvl• to Argentina', wbich baa cCIIICiellced actin effort. 
and hu initiated a etronc propaganda progr• in the 
preee and radio in detenee of thoae territories 'captured 
trcm the Arsentina Republic ' • 

•rue c..Uttee - accord.inC to oorreepondence that baa 
ra•cbed ua troa au..- &irea - oaw hu a sreat quant.it,' 
ot tollowi.nc of all cl&a••• and conditione. 

•In this oonneotion tbere can be shown other oaaea of 
foreign colonisation that in truth cannot be juatitied 
now that this continent has arrind at ite tull maturit,' 
and progreee and baa the capacity to take adYantage of ita 
rishta . 
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"For ~le, Bnsland possesses British Honduras, as 
also «Xllt the tamou.o Guinas , which as much for Ens land 
as for Franca and Holland, serve as pen&l colonies, 
for sendina the cr11111nal. elements of these ElU'opean 
nationa that they cennot regenerate and which are a 
weighty burden for their states . 

"On the other hand, in these last colonies there has 
been given the case of certein insurrectiona thet have 
been r epresaed in blood and fire, considerina t his 
case as a demonstration that t he neutrals do not desire 
the yoke that the foreign countries have placed upon 
t hem, The workers are exploited be.rbarioualy and have 
to work for starvation ~ea for the European proprietors 
of the plantations. ill this is an unpleasant a.ftel'­
t&ate of the epoch in which the South American continent 
did not exist with ita !11'!11 aentinent of nationalit, and 
which 1a now truly absurd, • 

Gtrmap Activities in ~exico 

It 1a reported that t he Gennan colorzy in L!ex::l.oo City has 
dove loped a conmi ttoe for tho purpose of purchaaire supplies to be 
delivered by personal messengers to the sailors aboard the interned 
ships at T~ioo, Vera Cruz and Puerto !texico, This committee has 
allegedly expended some ;J,OOO pesos in the above regard, and avail­
able information indicates that a portion of these supplies may be 
destined for submarines allegedly operating in t be Gulf of llex::l.oo , 
I t is reported that t he supplies in question are being purchased 
fl'<D a Gei'Cial'l mercantile organization known as "Bavaria• 

1 
located 

on llotolinia Street, llex::l.co City, a t a price ten per cent lese than 
the orig:inal coat, it being reported that the Genw~ ~~~ercantile 
organization in question sella to the cccd.ttee below coat u a 
ManS of contributing to the Fatherland, lnto~tion has been 
obtained indicating that supplies such as aau.oages, coffee, tobacco, 
and German and llex::l.can n~era are del.ivered to German ew-rine 
c"""' by -u boats operating out of Vera Cruz, llex::l.co , I t 1a 
reported that some twenty-four fo!'lllllr members of the crow of the 
German Steazuhip Columbua, now anchored off the coast of Vera Cruz, 
are missing and a statement appearing in the l!ox::l.can newspaper 
El Univeroal Oratioo under date of llovember 8, 19:39, indicates that 
the llox::l.can authorities oonte..,late making an inspection of this 
vessel in order to nrif:y whether arzy crew membero are mining from 
the Columbus. Tho abo¥e mentioned news i tam ie quoted ae followa , 
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•E"" RecOWlt o! the Crew of the Boat 1 Columbu.e ' • 

"The German ehip, 1 Columbua 1 , searched in Anton Liz&rdo, 
Vera Cruz, wae the object of a new inspection on the 
part of Immigration Authorities of the port, who on 
this occasion were maJd.ns a recount of the crew. 

•As 1a known, tour ot the crew of the aupe.r-tranaatlantio 
German ateamer periehed reeen~ on being aurprieed by 
a tempest betwee.n Vera Cruz and Anton Lizardo; thie will 
be taken into eoneideration in t.he count to eee if the 
rest of the crew hascbeyed the inatructiona receiTed not 
to intel"l'l!. theuelvea in the country. 

0 There will be rendered to the Oovernoent a detailed 
report concerning the reii'Ul. t of this new inapection, • 

Infonoation obtained fra:t the above centioned confidential 
sources indicates that among the miosing crew members from the 
German ship 'Columbua 1 are the following• 

Horta l!einriehsmeyer 
Friedrich Neuman 
Arnold Lindmeier 
H.erman Taehestner 
Joha.nn Copansld. 

The above named t1'f8 individuals are reported to be 
presen~ in the sel'\'iee of the Genun legation, llax:l.eo City, having 
been all.egec!4 selected to work under the ordere of four Geatepo 
A&ents of the German OOYen~~:~~~nt nmr in llexieo, because of their 
exeella'lt lc:Doorledge o! the English language. It ia reported that 
t.o of the above Nl>ed .r1 ... individuals {identities not ~ at 
this tilM) apeak axcellant Engliah without accent, and are being 
cona1.dered for possible confidential missions into the Ui\1 ted states 
of America . 

It ia reported thet German ltinister Von Kollenbers haa 
recent~ made atat-nte to the effect that Genoan eullaarinee are 
under inatructione to aToid acta o! provocat ion along the American 
Coaat, in order to ..,.oid antagoniaing the ao..emment of the united 
Statas. I t 1a alae alleged that Von Kollenbers baa To iced opiniona 
that abould Ruaaia join up with Gerun,y and proceed to attack C\Y 
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of the Seandinarlan coWltrics the United States might en tor the 
war on tho aide of tho llliee, and in this connection, Von 
Kollenberg has alleg~ stated tbat in the nent tho llnited 
States attelllpta to active}¥ aasiat tho llliea in the conduct of 
the war, an intendtied sabotage cat!p&ign will be conducted in 
this coWltry in accordance wit h prearranged German plane. Von 
Kollenberg, as well as members of the above mentioned German 
committee in Vex:l.co C1 ty 1 has alleeedl .y stated that Geman sabotage 
agents present}¥ in tlle llnited States, Jlexico and l'ana:l& are al.ready 
organised and prepared for a moat effective campaign ot sabotage 
in the event such aotirlties are deemed neceaaery for the best 
inter ests of Gennan;y • 

A recent story which appeared in tlle ~co City Post 
under data of November ll, 19)9, COJ1cerning tho Geman Staacsbip 

"Colu:nbua" is quoted o.a follows 1 

"The Oerma.n steamahip •columbua ' 1 which tied up in Vera 
Crus at outbreak of tho war to escape capture by British 
warships and which changed anchorage to a rew miles dawn 
the coaat a short tiJ:le ago tor reasons more clear to the 
captain than to the author! ties, has halt her liteboata 
marked 1 Bremen• 1 while the other boats are stenciled 
•Columbus•. Officers of the ' Columbus' s~ the ·~~~n• 
boats are so labeled because the steacer comes from Bremen, 
not because the boats b el.onged to the luxury-liner 1 Breaen 1 1 aa1d now to be interned in tho Ru:ssian artie port of 
~k. 

·~story surrounds not onl,y the strange}¥ labeled life­
boats of the 'Columbus ', but various other 1tec.s perta1n1ng 
to the steamer. 11bJ did she shift to a leas frequented 
part of the coaat than Vera Cruz? 11bJ do halt her boats 
bear the name of the ship, aa is customary the worlcl 
around; and wey does the steward bu;r such large quantities ot food and supplies? .lnd t he 1 Col umbus 1 captain had to 
be warned by the llexican authorities to atop using the 
abip ' a short wave IWiio. 

"Both the Ge.-na and the l!uadana, their allies, s~ the 
1 Bremen' 1a in llurmsnsk . It also ia said that the crew of 
the •City of Flint ' say they saw the b1.& llnar in llllrmanak 
h.:'bor. It tboo Americana r~ eaw the 1Breaen 1

1 then 
all ia aa r epresented, but ono assumes the captive crew 
were allOII'IIcl little opportunity to see aeyt.hing- unleaa 
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care~ arranced. Any large ship, aeen at duak 
and ll'ith a MM showing up 1n fresh paint might easily 
be Oll.etaken for the ship whose ticket abe bore . And 
it llligbt be possible, as was feued, that the •Bremen•, 
ia NOT in Wurmanak, but somewhere saf'ely out of steamer 
lanes in the Carriboan, where she 1a actin& ae mother 
ship for Oeman submarines off Panams, 

•It ll'ill be r«o~eCibered that both the 'Columbus' and 
'llreoAn' were near N..., York about August JO, U the 
'Columbus' could make Vera Crus and intern for eatety, 
and U the 1llremen' ll'ished to make a eeeure berth as 
it is elelmed abe did, ~ not eoae to Vera Crus &leo 
instead of rwming aerioua risk of capture by croeDizlg 
the Atl&nt.ie-ll'ith the entire British fleet on tha look­
out? It ia possible the whole t.h:iJ1g has been a well 
executed bit of ~tification, and that the huge liner 
reall¥ 1a rocking to her anchor cables in the Carribean?" 

I t ia reported that Oel"'ll8ey" recently ost.abllshed 
a legation 1n Nicaragua for the first time 1n history, one Herman 
Eekner being 1n charge ll'ith the designation of lliniater, Eekner 
allegedly arrived at llanaeua, capital of !licar-aua on or about 
November 101 1939. 

JApiD!se Aoti viUea 1n Mexico 

Infozwation obtained J:rOIII the above mentioned confidential 
eoureea indicates that one -ro.onor1 Nalc&DO, President of t11'ty 
Japanese illduatrial coapaniea, ia possibly malc1ng a tour of llexico 
by chartered airplane, it bei.ng reported that Nakano plana to viei t 
the Paoifio Coast ot llexico, particularly lanr California, A 
news itea which appeared 1n the Vaxi.co City Weekly 1/ewa on the date 
October 21, 1939, relates to the above -tter, and eue is quoted 
u followaa 

0 JAP.UO::SE CAPITAL TO BE IIIVESTED IN IIEXICO 

"'lr, T0110nori Nakano, president of fifty Japanese industrial 
cOIJII)&Iliee, and llr , Tajw, president of CJcura and Co , , of 
Tokio and one ot Japan's moat INCceea.f'ul ~en, arrived 
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in Mexico Ci ty by plano last SUnday, ~ pereonalitiea 
of the buaineae 'IIOrld, aa well ao eeveral members of 
Japan 1 a diplOIIIAtic representatives in lloJd.co awaited 
their arrival to give them friendly welcome, 

"It ia knawn that lolr, Nakano ia extrome)J- intereeted in 
the establishment of several induatrlee in t!axico, and 
that he eoon will make a trip to Lower Calilornia 
accompanied by high official& of the llexican a:overnment 
in ordor to study several projects offered him for 
industrialization, 

•It wu learned alao that lolr, t:akano intends to bu;y large 
quantities or oil from ~co. He ia president of maqy 
Japanese refineries and a ceJ:Ibcr of Japan 1 e ra1lroada • 
board of directors. 

"J.!r , liakano also ia interested in lluatlan and llarulanillo 
and haa chartered planes to visit tbeae porta durin& hie 
stay in llexico." 

Labor CondJ. tio!!8 in Ml!pgo 

Information obtained from the above mentioned confidential 
sourcoa indicates that on October 29, 1939, the adherents of Avila 
Camacho, candidate for president, held a gigantic parede through 
the streota of llexico City, Participat~ in this parade nre three 
regilllente or unUOZ'l:led and ~ laborers ailegedl¥ belonging to 
the Confederation of liexican Workers (C ,T, II, ), labor Wlion, which 
baa been referred to aa the •c.r.o. or llexico• . Ttl1a Wlion is 
headed by Vicente Loabardo Toledano. 

It 11 reported t hat conaerratbe llexican.a have voiced 
aJ.ana upon occasions during the put !1 ve year a due to l"IIIIOra that 
Tol.edano ia prepared to 1.1"111 and 111111tarise hie l&bor unions and 
eventually SovittiM llaxico, Toledano baa vigorously denied aey 
euch intentione, as has the Cardenas Govena.nt, It ie reported, 
however, that the above mentioned parade containina throe regiments 
of l&borera, unifcl"'lled and al"'lled, caused fresh alarm tmollg ccm­
aervative llexicana , It 11 rumored that Tcledano intends to complete 
the training and &1'lll1ng of approximately 200,000 laborers w1 thin 
the near fllture , 
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It b roport.cl that the oo-eilled "Radicals• in L!eJd.co, enthusiastically supported by a number of Au.nieta refugees from tho Span18h revolt in Spain, are very aoti ve in di.stri buting propaganda advocating expropriation and confiscation of all foreign 0\'ITied propert y within u.oxico valued in excess of 5,000 pesos. It 1a reported that these oo-ca11 ed •Radicals• refer to Leon Trotelcy as a hopeless conservative. According to avai lable information, the above group includes e l even li'O!IIen ( ai&ht beiiC A:taniota refugees fl'OIII Spain and throe l!cxicana) who are particularlJ' active in advocati .ng the above prograiJI by meana of lectures and speeches delivered in public schools, colleges and univeraities, u well u a number of wa:1en 1 a clubs. 

Ih the above connection, it 1a reported that approxi.lr.ate]J' 2, 800 labor strikes in lloxico at the present time are causing con­siderable concern, inasm.uch u tho street railways of loloxico City have allegedlJ' been paralyzed by a strike for more than ruteen days, and six inq>ortant Mexican cities have allegedly boon without light and power for a number of weeks due to industrial strife. I t ia reported that the e"'')l~ee of the Qlglleh owned street railway c~ in uaxico City, who are now on strike, have off i cially uked President Cardenas to expropriate the property of thle COJJpai'IY. Similar demands have allegedlJ' been =de by the er.~ployeoe of the English owned railway from t.!axico City to Vera Cl-u.r., as well u the t.... principal telephone c~es cnmed b,y SWedish and American interests , respecti vely. It is reported that the above empl oyees are backed in their demands by lle:d.can labor leaders, u well as a considerable number of Nexl.can legialatore. It is reported that the cost of living in !l.exico has steadily inoreased particularly during the past two weeka u 1a illustrated by the fol.lowi.ng: 
It is alleged t hat during the period from 1930 to 1934, potatoes in !lexico 'ft1'8 retailed at approximately six centavos per kilo . During the past four years , the price rose to twelve centavos, and during recent weeka the price of potatoes in Nexl.co has inoreued to approxi<late]J' sixty centavos per kilo. Cheap bricks for home construction were sold for twenty pesos per t houoand during the period from 1930 to 1934. During the last f our years thia price has risen to thirty peace, and recently the price has increased to approximately forty-five pesos per thouoand. It ia reported that the J.:exi.can Government has officially recognized the fact that necessities purchased by the average family in uaxioo have increased in price approximately t'ftnty per cent during tha put two weeks, with the exception of olot bing , which has increased only about fi.f'teon per cent . 
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For the Pr esident : 

E.M.W. 
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~~~OHN '0CAA HOOV'R 

OIR'-CTOR 

.J!tlltral 11unau of Jmmrttgai!Dn 
~nittll &tatrs lltpar1uttnl of JIIJI1lrt 

mu~tngton. II. m. 
April ll, 1940 

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson 
Secretary to the Presiderrt. 
The 'llhite Hause 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear General Watson: 

As of possible inte::-est to the President and you, please be 
advised I am in r eceipt of infonnation obtained .f'rom a confidential. 
source in reference to the note tranmni:tted by the Secr etary of State 
to the Mexican Government, concerning arbitration of the expropriated 
oil industries in Mexico, to the effect that Vicente LCI!lbardo Toledano, 
who is the bead of the Confederation of J.!exican Workers, called a 
joint meeting of the Confederation of lo!exic:an Workers and the Party of 
the Mexican Revolution, for the purpose of organizing the entire Republic 
to stand behind President Lazaro Cardenas. 

It is reported that vicious proclamations have been issued and 
published by both of the above named organizations, and orders issued 
that all business be suspended throughout the Republic of lo!exico on 
Thursday, April 111 1940, and protestation held againet the "Yankee 
Imperial Government . • 

It is reported that member!! of Congress have advised they have 
been assured by President Cardenas that he will not deliver a speech 
during the demonstration. It is further reported that if President 
Cardenas does not deliver a speech disorder may be avoided. 

The above date have also been furnished to Honorable Adolf A. 
Berle, Jr., Assistant Secretary of State, Department of State, Washington, 
D. C, 

With assurances of 11\Y highest regards, 

Sincerely yollrll, 

~· ~~oeM 
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lft)~N tll¢AA HOOVU I OIAGCTOA 

~rbrral krau Df lnursttgllllDII 
WatUrb &tatrJ Brpartmrnt pf !wdltr 

Wu~ttqJ1P11. II. al. 
December 141 1940 

\ 

{.S 
L ·" 

Th e Pres tdent 
The if'hite House 
:rash t ng ton, D. c. 

l'll dear JJr . President : 

Wtth ref erence to your Menorandu• 

of December 31 19401 sugg esting the assign­

ment of a man at Palm Beach tilts winter, I 

an pleased to inf orm you that I am takt ng 

appropriate steps to tnsure a complete 

coverage of "frhnds and enentes 11 at Palm 

Beach durtng the wi nter season . 

Respectfullv1 



IIOJ. J. Ul'll IIOOtD 

I thhk l t WCN14 be a pt.,_ 

f.4ea to P"' OM of 70f!U' MD at Palll 
Beaah ~le ftnWI' to OOYII' 1h'll~ 
... 177 •••• , 

r. D. ll. 

1\y 'II. • • ' 0 

h~ u. s. 



lle•llr, Sehenrin who 11 Se o to Mr . Walter ! • Stern llld who wrote to Jliu Le Bllld on.JI&¥.-Il.-1940 bdieatint; that lfT, Stern had infor­mation that mi~t intere•t the Feder al GOT. FBI asent called on llr. Stern who •aid he did not think !hOD&I Dewey wa1 qualified to be Prelident ot u.s •• Re -de atat-nt. which Mr. Bdt;ar !loOTer .. nt in letter to llr. Jlolntyre ot 
~ 5r l.KQ, 

v 
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FORWARD BY SPECIAL 



T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Kay 30._ lMO. -
llbORUDUM J'OR 

RO•. J. IDOAR ROOVIR 

8\atlOD lOll at 8aA Prancleoo 

on Kay fourteenth anno'llllce4 tbat 

nere h u.Un UDreat lJ1 the 

•ethlrluda Eut IDdlea. !hie 

bNadcaat wae ploJte4 Up there. 

!'he oft1o1ale 1n Bata.rla are 

peaUy upeet beoau•e they ueen 

th1e •tol"J 11 ent1:rely untouaded. 

'J'bq eay that, u a aaUer of tact, 

the uune a:re uU-Ger n aD4 

aaU!Japauee. 

Plea•e ha•e a careful oheot 

aade on ne OWD.e:rlhlp and MD'Ie­

.. Dt of thle 8\atlon. 

r. D. a. 



7 tlllfd llurtu .r ltt~rO!t(lldlllo 
lnHrll 11•tra lrpartmttll of J li.J1ltt 

·~""".. I. Ill. 
)!;q 22, 19<0 

lr1:Jt41e.r OCIU&l !drift • · •uon Seu-eurr to the President 
The White HOWJe 
Dlh1tt;tcn, D. c . 

J>Nr OMtral lCat.aon r 

t • U rKt:lP" or t.ht PNeid•t.•a ~nndwa or .....,. 201 19.1.0, adri.tin& ~t. St.at.1on .:Gil •t San Yrt.noUco, Calitomla, on '1/Jq 1.4, 1940, a.nnout~c., t.be.ro 1a Mtho unrest in t.h.e Uet.~trla.ncl• FA.n lnllU•. 
In k"pin& Yl~ U.. d tairea ot t.ht ~a1dent., 1 111.­aecU.&t.el.:r &uthorirM an 1nvoati~t1on eonoornil'lg the O'tmer­ahtp ancl mtn&gme.nt. or St.aU.on KG.&l ltd I .. at.t.a.chi.nc be,.to • ..-ora..")da d&t.ed Mq 22, 19'0, a~d.ftc u.. Nid imeatJ,r:ac.icm. 

I t.Nito that tho enclo .. cl into,.tion will aerv-t t.he purposes ot tho Preeiden1. . U I Clll be of M::f fUrther 
uaiat.t.:~tt \.0 J'OU. in Uda Mt.t4r, I hope .JOO wUl not. retre.in n-o. Wlinl upon ... 

11th UIW"Me .. ot ., hlgheat. "IJ&l'da, 

Sincer.}J youre, 

REG2..- ) :-
l'JED 

c ....... 



1iA1Y 22, 1940 

Radio Station I'JJRI 1a owned by the General Elect ric Company, Schenectady, New York. It was first licensed by the Federal CO!IIIIIlnicetions C<lllrniuion &a Station W6XBE in !.larch, 1939 . This license was renewed in !lovember, 1939, the Station tald.ng the new designation ot KGEI . This Station operates at frequencies ot 6190, 9530, 1 5330 with power or 20, 000 watt s and ie hearo etfectivel,y in ll.uka, Western Canada, the Philippines, Dutch East Indies , China, Japan, South Al'rice, Nn Zealand, East Australia and surrounding count ries . The broadcesting station of KOEI 1a loceted on Treasure Island, 
San Francisco, California, having studios at Treasure Island and a t lll Sutter Street, SaJ\ Francisco, California. '!be said Station 1a a member of the National Broadcasting COI:lpany chain. 

Dlployeea ot Station KGEI are lilcewise .,ployees ot the National Broadeaating Company, with t he exception of ita l!anager, Mr , Buck Harris, who i s employed by the General Eleotric Ccmpany, In addition to the regular NBC network programs, S tation I'JJRI usee International liewe SeMice , which SeMice is the basis t or Hs neors broadcas ts . Inquiries conducted through the Inter­national Nne Service and the records of Station KORI renect that the following International N ... SeMiee aul.etins, which cay be ot considerable pertinence, nre broadcast: 

(1) •London, w.y 14 (INS) Japanese returning from 
Batart.a reported that natin:o there bad 
launcr.ed .-ncipation cov•ent against Dutch 
rule, according to an exchange telegraph 
dispatch !Yom Tolc;yo. Netherlands authorities were said to be taking precautions apinet 
poaeible uprising, • 
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(2) •Tokyo, Mf.Y l4 (INS) a strong proteet at in­
eraaaing anti-Japanese agitation in Duteb 
East Indies was lodged on l!ay l2th according 
to a Dao.ei News Agency report today, Otojo 
Sa1 to, Consul General at Batavia lodged the 
protest with Dutch Consul General, Doaei u.l.d . 
I t elaiJilecl feeling against tbe Japaneee lwl 
been running hi&)l among the Dutch residents 
in BataTia in recent da,rs. • 

'l'be foregoing Bull.etinll or International !len SerTice 
e:nanated !roc ita New York o!tice and were broedeaat over Station 
KGEI on !lay l4, 1940, 

D.lring the inqui.ry in thia matt er i t was ascertained 
that the following International N""" Service Bulletin, which 
was the subject or inquiry by a member of the Department ot State 
in San Francisco, California, was broadcast over Station KOEI 
on ~ay ll, l940t 

•J&a;y l2 (Siltldq) (INS) French marines were 
Nlported early toda,y to have landed. at certain 
islands of the Dutch Eut Indies to 1 assure 
protection ~ local Nasi elementa 1 • Seven 
hundred German8 were stated in tbia unofficial 
report to ban been arrested 1n the East IncU.ea 
Islands .• 

It 1a bellned by ottieiale of the llational Broedouting 
~ that the abon Bulletin was in error and should ban read 
•west Indies• rather than •East IncU.es . • 

A subsequent Mletin was received .rrc.. the International 
News Service as follows• 
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•London, 1lay l2 (INS) authoritativ~ British 
Government circles tonight stated that Great 
Britain bas no intention of interfering with 
the statu.. quo of the Dutch East Indies . further 
it was of1'icial4' announced that the dispatch 
of Anglo-J'Nnch forces to the Islands of CUracao 
and Aruba in the Dutch West Indies had been 
decided upon with the .t\lll agreer.tent of the 
Netherlands Government . Possibility of dis­
ruption of the status of the Netherlands East 
Indies bad caused some perturbation in the 
Japanese press todey and it was predicted by 
Tol<;yo newspapere that expressions of official 
Japanese Government concern 1might be expected• . 
French marines have a:lready been landed at 
Curacao and Aruba to aid the local Netherlands 
forces in protecting valuable oil refineries 
and other important plants from possible 
sabotage. Landing of Allied forces in the 
Weatsrn Hemisphere and close to tba Atlantic 
end of the Panama Canal was not objected to 
as a breach of the Monroe Doctrine by Washington. 
The American Government, through Presidential 
S eeretary Stephen Earl¥, accepted the move aa 
an Allied action wb:l.ch is not an infringement 
of the Monroe Doctrine.• 
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Re sllemorandum on Walter P. Reuther whom the Seo or 
Labor oo.template• appointing as head of Satety 
Device Bd or Dept ot Labor---attached 18 letter 
to K.A.L. tram Bob Jackson and the President~ 
memo to Atty Gen or May 29, 1940. 

SeeaRobert Jackson folder-Drawer 1-1940 



MemorandUm for Paula Larrabee : 
\ 

For your confidential files . 

J .H.R • 

• 

• 



TH& WHIT& HOUSK 

WA.I"Iff0'1'0tf 

JUno 18, 1940. 

!.IEUO!Vlll)Uit FOR 

.1111110111 

1 f tbe MIIOrand.um "Co the 

Pree1dent rro& the Senatore baa 

not been $Qknowledge4 perbapa it 

abould be &n4 then kotp tt in 

your own !Uti. 

0. G. T. 

.. , ~ "· ~-------
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THC WHIT& ttOUSI 

WASHIHQTON 

June lc, 1840. 

UDO!U::Dt.~ I'OR 

,JI:! ROTt: 

FOR TOUR llll'Oru!ATICR 

r . D. n. 
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~M 'OOAR WOOYU 

OIR,CTOR 

~rbrral krau or )nttull!)ll!h!n 
•nurb hlr• llrvulmrnl of J.Wlrr 

WuJitngton. II. C!l. 

J une 71 1940 

Honorable Stephen Farly 
Secreta.-.r to the President 
'!'he Wh1 te House 
Washington, D. C. 

lOy de:1r Mr. Ear ly: 

With r eference to the President ' s r equest 
r:ado to t.he AttorMy General on !.lay 29, 1940, for an 
i nvestigation concerning !.!r . Samuel 11. Kaplan, 7 Ve3try 
Str eet, New York , NB'.v York, I am very pleased to 
furnish her ewith a statement dated J une 7, 1940, con­
cer ning the r csul ts obtained i.n connection Yd. th this 
inquiry. 

'!'he original enclosure .furnished the Attorney 
General with tho President ' s communication o.f Day 29, 
1940, is being r eturned horewith. 

11itb assurances of ncy- highest estoam, I am 

Sincerel y yours, 

Enclos\n"c 



.!lleberal 1iureau of lnueattga~lon 
Bnlteb ltatH lleparhnen~ of J&Uttce 

~gton.ll. Cl. 

June 7, 1940 

Sanuol :11, Kaplan, President and Treasurer of B. D. 
Kaplan and Company, Ina ., 7 Vestry Street, New York, New York, 
resides at 1175 Park Avenue, at Which address he has maintained 
a very expensive apartment for the past fourtoon years . Kaplan 
1a tl.tty-tive years ot age, wealtJv, married, with one carried 
da~hter. Kaplan hi. a no sons. lla 1a reported to be an Orthodox 
Jew, Kaplan Iss ser-~ed as President and 'i'reasurer of B. D. Kaplan 
and Company, Inc ., 7 Vestry Street, New York, New York, since 1905. 
This is a wholesale morcantile tim r eported to possess in oxcess 
of one million dollo.rs in assets. B. D. Kaplan and Coopeny, Inc. 1 1ms 
founded by the .tathor of Samuel 11. ltaplan in 1875 and is at tho pres­
ent t1<1e one of the :Largest wholesalers of woolen waste and reclaiJr.ed 
wool in the llnited States. Kapl.an possesses an excellent busineu 
r ecord, as nll as h1&hl;r favorable bank references . llis credit 
rating is repor t.ed te be very good. 

The firm of B. D. KaplAn and Company, Inc . , purchases 
woolen wute locally and abr oad, selling this product to oanut».c­
turers ot woolen goods throughout tho United States and C&nada. 
Kaplan is al.so President of the Saxony Corporation, woolen goods 
manut».cturers, Norwich, Connecticut. Available information 1a to 
the effect that KaplAn amassed a considerabl e fortune during tho 
World War period in connection w1 t h U. s. Government contracts for 
Arrriif uniforms . His business experience is reported to be limited 
to waste and shodey goods . It is reported tint Kaplan is not con­
sidered by business acquaintances as being the JOOSt capable ran 
available for a position requirin& a general knowled&e of men's 
clothing and accessories. 

Kaplan is .str ongly hostile to GenMny and has evinced great 
sympathy for England and Fnl.nce during the curre.nt conruct. He 
is reported t o be a close friend of l;erstor carter Glass of Vir­
ginia . Kaplan lrls a brother, one El:enuel Kaplan, who i s interested 



in D. D. Ia plan and ec.;.a1U', Inc. , aad. coatrol8 the ~rook Soolan 
ltl.ll.s, lno., t&nuc, Coao.c.Ucvt. Blw.mlel lapl&.n, &eeordin& to 
nmon CI.U",..n\. ln J\ .. loft b.:l.siftess eS.~t, pos .. •'" 1ntlue~• 
in ... u.t,.ton 1n oonnecd.on w1 tb <1b\A.1.nl.nt: hcoNt:ruct1on 11nlno. 
Cors:-"01"&t.1on lo&na em • t.e22 per cent. oo.1111c.n baalt . In t.b:U 
conn.cU.on, 1n.tomat.1on hu been rece1:.,.4 U.t. c.h.t till'broot lllool.en 
~U.., Ino., ~vtd a $1.20, 000 Roconat.ruct1on ft rance CorpoNtion 
l.oafl d:w'i.nc 193S . Tho lU.llbrook Woolen I.UU., lno. , 11 a.t1'1Uat.td 
'lli t.h B. D. !Caplan and Comprot..ny, Inc. 

Prolll1Mntl 1.nd.irlduala in tioe 111001 1ndu.atry in NP lode C!ey­
a.nd othert hav• inclicned that. S&sl.ael JJ. ll.pl.an po .. uus the replilt&­
Ucn or betn.c an ent.i.rel,y les;lU..~ and honen, &lt.houth •ahup", 
b~Jsl.Mu m.n, not. b«l.ni' u eo.pet.ent, •• n&Dil'Oua ot.ber 1nctlY1<t-.-l.l 
except. in 00t1n1t0Uon wl th woolt.n -.w ...S .modd¥ •te1"1&la. Wo~­
t1cn obt.&inNi tr-. hic-hl.f ooo.1'1dent1al •OW""«• U c.o U. ..rrect U.t. 
the appo1tl-.nt. ot lapl.a.o w a poelt.icn 1n t.ht PNcureMnt. Dhiaion. 
or u.. ..,. ""-' ....ws not bo ~~ app,...od ~· w -1 4lM olot!IL,. 1nluatr7. 
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!'ollOTiing a tftlephone cill received b,y us in Los Ar,celea !rom the o>olici tor llen"ral in ~. aneton, we proceeded to ;,an !'ranc:isco on !'ricla.Y, June 28, 1940. 'nle .)elicitor General state<i on the telephone that a roport had been roeeived rroo the r'ederal Bureau or Ittveatieation Office in San t'ranc:ioco concel'llin6 th .. cr.,... or the S ,S, Columbus, presontl,y situated on Angel Island under the jurisdiction of tllo I:Aireau or Imnisration nm llaturnlization, 

.. e arrived in San l'rlUICisco Saturda,y 110rnine, June ~' end C4lled upon 1.1' , P'-Lper, Special Al;ent 1l1 charge of the Federal Bureau o! I!tveat1eat1on Office. He cu:.ndec:l us two r.mor3llda, esch dAted June 28, 1940, and labelled "LIOO!'andu:l for the f'Ua• , 'lhe orieim.la are .. tu.cbed IIJlc:l numb.,ro<l I and II, 

1:omorondwa J. cont.ains in! =tion ntlative .o .be cr., of the S .S. Colw:bus, which wa' rsceived ~t the Federal Bureau of ln­voatigation Office in SWl !'ro.ncisco from source' rccite<l in the IIW.IIlOl'andu:n but whose rellabUity 1o not knonn . 

Shirley l.clUllen (no local aad.roae) 11rotc a lot tor to 1;1le San !'r:u~cisco attica ot the Federal Bureau of I!tvest1£1iot1on •a.:rini: that ~ra of the •Colux:.bua cr.,.. visited t.be aalooos al«141 the water front an<l fraternized with the labor element . Unc1oubtodl.y thia 1a true , The tavcr:u re!erre<l to in the r":x>rt are locat.e<l naar the pier use<l oy the hoeta &Oina to end ec:Eiing r..._ J.ngel Ielal¥1. '!'he International Longshoremen•• Association H&ll is about two bloeka aw~ and longshoremen ar<:l othor laborers frequent tho aace bars , 

Certain othor reports "oro not rul..ls invostirat ed because tiJDo did not permit , 
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We did not consider it r~orti!Yrhile to interview R. L.cClellan , 
Bri&adie%) Territorial Prison Chaplain of the Salvation Arley, San 
Francisco, for the reason that the c.uestion of shore lee.vo abo..t which 
bo wrote \.he State Attorney Gener al is a matter which nu received the 
consideration of the Bureau of Imoigraticn end Naturalization, the 
Stat e Department and the German Consul, 

~:Award H, Hlll'ris, of 1711 l'iashi~on str eet, was not located, 
He reported a conversation with one "HeiiU'ioh" in \lard 4, Bed l4 of 
the l<arine Hospital , where HeiiU'iob talked of the "revolution" that 
this country would hsve shortly. It is not at all unlikely that the 
stateo:ont r~as made by HeiiU'ich, but Tte did not t.e.ke it of sufficient 
importanco to warrant an indepondent investigation because our time 
was limited. 

The report f r om a lliss F1sk that a dance ..,. held .. t Cali­
f ornia Hall for the oenafit of the Columbus crew is probably true , 
llw:~aroua o.ances of a similar kind ore held at that hall , which is 
located in a section adjoining the water f ront , 

E. C, Holber, 1719 Scott Street, So.n Francisco, '"as not lO­
cated, Here ngain, partly because of lack of time and part ly because 
of its indefiniteness, the r eport that Helber met a German rul!lled 
Ehni, 9fhO it is r eported was told by a seOJ!I8.D (llBI!le not givon) t ha t 
he disliked the Island and that be hacl some for ged seaman' s papers and 
was using them to sail away to San Francisco, was not investi gated , 
It was established, however, that all members or the crew were accounted 
f or July 3, 1940. 

ilnory E. Smith, 651 HO'RlU'Ci Street, was not located, but the 
report that he made t o the Federal Bureau of Investigation Office is 
probably true, \1e made some discr eet inquiries generally among bar­
tenders and fou:M that chore has been sar.te loose talk coming f rom 
men:.ber s of the crew. 

At the Stag Ta.vem, 3 Keo.rney Street, i n particular some of 
the crew members "popped off" so the bartender expressed it . Possibly 
Emory Smith's report that he overheard an argument among members of 
the crew of the s. S . Columbus in a saloon at Third and IJ&rket Str eets , 
in Trhl.ch i t was contended that ''the Unit ed States waa not juatified in 
its stand against Hitler" r el ates to t.he Stag Tavern, as it is a 
saloon "near Third ..ad l.larket Streets" , 
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Lias NOl'Cil llood, 157 El.lla Street, ,.... interviewed. It 
i s tN" t • .'lat abe 1a &equainted with 801!!0 o! the a ..... .b<sra or the crew 
and bou&ht thea a radio. She stilted ttlat she mot sco:.e or the ot­
ficera and men o! the Columbue at Karl ~iogel~ place on Stevenson 
Str oot , Sbo stated that tho Oennnns made quit& clear ~bat tho.r were proud of the t&et the)' t.er o Oorm&n!l . i.iu .,ood wa.s a ll ttle 
reluctant to tall< because aha had prcaiaed Special Agent Louis J • .oine that abe ..-ould re)Arl to no one but hlJ>. or course, Agent .l'ine 
did not anticipate that &nother repreaentative or the Oepart!llont 
would be mald.ng an inquir:r . ,/e talked to Agent tline 0:1 ~he dey we l eft San I'rllllcisco and he offered evecy &Ssistance . Ronever, wo did not a '&in interview Usa olood, 

.. e found no buie tor the report that thirt:r meAII>ers of 
tho cr01r nero absont Ttithout leave !rom Ar,gel Ialarrl at any time • . c did determine that thirt)' m"JJ!lber s or the crow are ashore ovecy 
da)' on leave-ten !r011 the Imigration Station wl!<-ro one IJJ.ndrod 
titty c.en :u-e ,uartered and twent:r !rca the .,uarant.ine St&tion 
where throe hundred cen are qU&rtered. Ina.smucb as our under stand­
ing waa that the leave arrangement wae the subj04t of corroapoodenco between the Oornan J:4bass)' and tho .:.tato Dop~~rtmont, we tlid not con­sider it wi~hin our province to cake an:r sugeestions concerning it • 

.. e ware "dvised that officora or the Colwr.llua ere• r.ore escorted through liaro Island uvy Yard, but we did not eet particular ini'ormation about 1t, becaoi.Se 1! it wore a fo.ct, then the Qut .critic s at the !:avy Yard wore ~ or it, and we did not wnnt to be p1t in the ):O#ition of questioning their diacretion . U 1t was not ~ !act, then the matter wu of no i.alportanee whatever . 

lie wero advised that Karl Ruppe.rt, the nrst officer, u 
granted l..c.vo, but wo received no ini'ormation thet he abused •be 
privilege , It ie our recollection that he acl=ittecl £Oin;; ~o Los Angeles . 

It i e o tact tint lolr . Strand, Immierat1on Inspector in 
Charge, fraternizes to sor.1e extent with ~he r.ecbera of tho crew. 
In tho nature ot things as tbe7 ar., he could !larc1l1 refrain !roc1 it. He admitt ed that he took a ~rip to Palo Alto and Big Trees 
sometio.o 880 w1 t h Captain uaehno or •he Colwobus and a crew I'C: bor . 
As to the wh elan of this, L!r, Kat!, lliotrict Director, bad the fol­
lowing to say: 

" Inspector in Charge $trand 1a partial to 
t hia particular trip, on which he be& t&ken can)' 
visitors to S&n Francisco. Ke works directl)' 
with the Captain on crew mattera , 
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"I have a f aint rocol oction ~hat ..r . "trand 
did meat.ion t.hat he wu considering I04ld.n6 such 11 
trip Tlith CAptain uaehne u a courtesy act to ccr.c.~nt 
cor.lial relations in lw\rUinp crow probletl:! . I clid 
not recal1 that th~ trip rra.e aetua.Uy made end ''J'Cn 
ueationing ~trand ~~ he said that •~ did not 

Worm me or it. 'l'he trip was m!lde loOB atter he 
first spoke wit h no an<! I do not recall ~hat I then 
ortered any obJection . HoMvor, consi<!erable time 
elapse<! end conditions had so chanced when ~he trip 
wu made that I feel I would have advised against 
euch a step even though the -urpose wu a wortey 
one . 

"I havo had no reason to doubt J..r . s t ,.an<!' o 
loyalty. His juclgMnt 11 not always the best, but 
I have found. it to be hon~t . • 

It tM:I be t.hat •here has been sane traN~terring of shore 
paeses as thllt raferred to netween lleckor blld Ahl . .. e nero u'lllble 
t o confirm it , hov:ever , 

'l'ho ~e Ulrich Holtz <!oea not appear on the orticial list 
ot JOMbers ot tho crew, ao ne did not inquire po.rtieularly a' t.o the 
report concerning that individual . Tho 1temorancluro recites t int two 
m11r.1bers of the crew att er heariOB tho Pre•ident' a Charlottesville 
speech remorke<!, "The President will pAY dear ly tor his utter ances" . 
Thie was not inquired into f or the reason ~hat the ruu:te of one ot 
tho al1eged crew aecbora (Holtz) does not appear on tho official l b t 
and it. was ua~d t hat tho other crew med>er (A.'Il) would dan,r it, 
it ,uostiauod, The source of the informAtion waa not given. 

lfo lfore unable to confirm tho report that meoobers of the 
crew remarked t hat in the event of a strict inte=nt of t ho crew, 
thst tho crelf men would llllke a seriOWI break for freedom. 

;, e wore unable to check m the accuracy ot the report by 
a "confidential infonnant" that the crelf men had any advance in!oma­
tion as to the etorpinll or the U,::I , S. 11ash1n.orton by a O..m.a.n eub­
oarine because we clid not talk to tho in!ornant . The reports that 
the cr"" ia in radio cOftiiiiiOicatioo witlt Germany ~ora without foundat ion. 

'l'he report that. crew mod>ore loaf around the water trent 
and are able to learn sailing time of vessel s is prob!lbly truo . '!here 
is notlling to prevent it, but lfe do not celieve it very import&nt, 
h""ever, because the sMe inl'onaat ion is, no doubt, available l ran 
other sources . 
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l.lomoro.ndum n contains information relative to the crow of 
t~e S .S, Columbus repor t ed to tho Federal Bureau of Investigation 
office in San Frllllcisco and com.L"l! frOt.• sources which that office 
believes to be reliable, 

Obviously, we were handicapped in our i .nquiry 1.'1 not havinc 
available to us sources of information. Even 1f t hey hnd been, we 
would not have had sufficient tiJ:Io to check t he nbsoluto accuracy of 
llll the reports , Honever, such infom.!ltion as we were able to obtain 
i s set out bolor< in numbered p:ll'agraphs-aach number cor r esponding 
with tho paragraph number in l..omore.ndW!l II , 

l. The crew of the S,S . Columbus r emai ning at Aneel 
Island, counting one i n jail, comprises exactly 451 men , 
.7e were advised tr.at n general search he.s been maae of 
their effects , 

2, In a sense, members of the crew are permitted t o 
go and come from h:lgel Island 111thout any strict record 
or chock made by ilmrlgration offici als on t he I sland. At 
first the cr ew ll)omber s wer e checked in and out by t heir 
ovm officer s , working in conjunction t'lith iarnigration 
m~thoritiea , After awhil e immigration authoritias discon­
t inued checking and relied on dnily reports made to them 
by the ship' s oflicers. \/hen we called this practice to 
Ur . Haff ' s attention, he stated be did not know his men 
he.d discontinued checking the crevr oember s at the pier and 
indicated he would reinstate the practice , However, in 
our surprise check ot t he crew member s , we rna do an air­
tight count and all members were present or properly ac­
counted for . Ccmnent as to the r~isdom of the i.!wJ.grati on 
authorities primarily relying on a check by the officers 
of t he crew will ~ppcar lat er on in this m«norandum . 

3. ':le ar e advised that on occasion members or the 
c r ew r eturned to 1.he Island intoxicated, The night we 
checked those on shore leave when they board.ed the launch 
"Jubilee", which leaves the mainland at ll:OO p. m., several 
he.d been dri.nldn&, but we do not believe any one of thsn 
was drunk . 

4 , The crew mer.Jbers fomerly bad e.ccess to Fort 
LcDOI'Iall , which is on Angel I sland and adjoins the l~Mli­
gbation Station. rre found no instance of any members or 
the crew going there in disobedience of order s . rlhen 
the German crew fir s t hrrived at Angel Island, the 
Cor.unnnding Officer at Fort LcDowell gave them the f r eedom 
of the I sland. At ~ho present time they are r est ricted 
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and tr.a.'/ only attend the lliOvi~s tl'dco a lfoek . lo are 
told that the ship' s officers have stationed their 
01\l't guards to see tlut the orders are obo)'od . It is 
oboerved that the ll'.il.itar)' authorities at Fort IJcllorlell 
do not think it importsnt enou@l to establish n RU&rd 
line. 

5. It is true that t!!e scan:en are not searched 
upon their return to the Ioland fr<lm ohore leave. '!'he 
imnlgration authoritico advance a variet1 of reasons wh)' 
the)' do not do it. 1'he nicht we checked t he seamen on 
shore leavG as the)' boarded the "Jubilee" we oxamined 
the packages they brought rtith them. Th.ey contained 
nothing but tobacco, cand)' and notions . 

6 . It is true, ao we wer e advised, that the fa.tillue 
colors of the seamen ar e khnk!. . 

7 . 'lie were unable to confirm the stor1 that a crer1 
oember shouted "Roll Hitler" at the canteen at Fort 
l.<cDcwell and that a fight enoued between a non-eomJ.seioned 
officer of the Unit ed States Army and tbe crew me,-J:>er. 
Toe ~ration authorities were without information on 
the subject, and llajor Arnold, Adjutant of the post, has 
never heard of anJ' trouble between the crew members ond 
the soldier• . 

8 , The s t atements that a barbecue pit has been 
built are probably true. Tlo did not think it of suffi ­
cient impor~ance to ascertain the fact . The flag 
fl.ring at t he "Recreation Center" is an ordinar)' white 
flag with the picture of a fish on it . ho one attaches 
aey significance to it. 

9. It is true th.>t crew members are permit ted to 
leave the Island on a pass issued by t heir 0\/Jl officer 
and some are permitted to stay over night. The r ecord 
of their return is made b)' their own officor an~ a clail)' 
report furnished lo.r . Strand, who is the In.nigration In­
spector in Charge . 

10, lie did not check the reports set out in t his 
par asraph . The oources of the ir.fomAtion were not 
known and we thought it was unlikely t hat either 1/o-..port 
or t!arrison would admit aey le.xness on their part . 
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11. The recitals in per~graph 11 are substantially 
correct to the effect that the Geman crttrt do the.ir own 
polici.n& and that the officers of the crew wer e to be 
notified of any catters requiring disciplinary attention. 
As far as "" could leo.rn, the ship' 3 officers cooperated 
in every way. 

l2 . It is t rue that some of the members of the crow 
are visited oy feminine persons but "" do not find it to 
be c<mton kna~•led&e among the (ll>ard.s that the crttrt member $ 
and t.'>eir visitors engaged in immor al practices i n the 
foliage adjol.ning tho building. Amoll8 others , Chief Guard 
Har rison stated that i t is possible that there has been 
same occurrences of this ld.n<i, but he knows nothing about 
them. 

13. It is not at <111 unlikely t hat many persons in 
San Francisco are dissatisfied with the way the crew 
n:ember s =• a11med to circul~te . In fact we [l&ined t hat 
general impression during tho course of our i nvestigetion. 
It b r easonable to celieve t hat if in the course of 
their kavels they make a111 worthwhile "findings" that, as 
is indicated, t hey would r eport them to the Gennan Consul. 

14. The report made in this par agraph concerning 
t he radio is misleading . Ther e is a short-wave rodio in 
the (!\'arters, but no serxiing apparatus . About this J.:r. 
Hatf, t he District Director, said: 

"Columbus crew members, through Inspector in 
Charge St>and, requested permission to install a 
short wave r adio a et , stating the regular radio was 
oparated to suit the desiriJS of Chinese and other 
nationalities and they were interested in getting 
•om• European news which could be made into a news 
ehcet such as i s posted on steamers . 'l~e r equest 
was discussed with l.Jr . :;trnnd . It was our obser­
vation that tho broadcasts could be overhaard by 
the su.ards, and, furthemor e , any one of the crew­
~en on shore leave could list en in on such broad­
casts and on return bring the nows in Tll"itten form. 

"Quo Chi of c.ngineer, livi"8 on the Island, 
has such a set and chock could be made of such 
broadcasts, and also by the radio operator a t 
Fort l.!cDowell, Angol Island. 
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"Permission wu eranted, 

"The matter or ordering its rel!DVal was dis­
cuued with l:ajor ~rnold or Fort LcOoweU, who, for 
the p-e5ent at leut, could see no reuon tor euch 
action . He wu !urniehed with the ranse c~uure 
of the set tor possible checld..ng pu-posea, llo 
mdence ot irrecularity hu been .;.i5COVered," 

15. It ie true that no written check 1a made .. t night 
ot the quarters where tho radio is J<Aintained, 

16, The report is correct that none ot the suards at 
the Inrnigrntion Station cont!lct tho meober a of the crew a t 
tho <uo.riJ.llt ino Station. The roaaons for not doing this u.re 
set out in another place, 

17. •'he report about "selling z;azi propa.ean4&" ia 
greatly exaggerated, but there is orobabl.,y soee vaaia !or 
it . 

18. The report that eru.11 aliens &re pendtted to 
acco111paey the imoigration service boat to the IIW.nland. and 
return with alien J'lr15onera ia .,rob:tbly exaggerated. O.r 
in-<uir:r cliscl osed that one craw met::ber accomp;utied the 
operator ot the boat on certain occMions. About this the 
Uiatrict Dir ector said: 

"'i'his r epor t evidently relates to several 
tripe made by a :'ounc cre'Omal'l with ~ocr Loonq, 
who "'et :.eattle deport&tion ; . .arties at C&lcl.D.nd 
p!.er . ';'his YDW18 liWl, 'llhose acl>ition is to pt 
back to hl!lerica to live, has been used as a secret 
in!orroaz:t on conuitiona obtaining in c,...... 'lll&rlera . 
His """"' is Walter ..oore , He was 11ot all.Ot'ed to 
oper!lte the boat, nor waa he tauct>t about navip­
tion . He was favored tor a purrose thought to be 
of value to our or,on ...,orvicc . 11 

19. !'he report relating to the uae of thn lc'taierotion 
Sorvice Switchboard bD.s been developed by an ifldependent 
invastil;ation on the p.art of the Astrict .Arector, a copy 
ot the proceedings or 'IIIIich "ere sent to t.!to .Apo.l't.t!lont. 
In c~entin.:; upon it, tbe Jiatrict ll'..rector stJ.<I: 

•upon lenrninc or this alleged compl.aint 
tttroucb , • 1! . I. aourcao on Juno 19th, e_n i r diate 
investl.Eation t.as directed •.nd ropart eado to 
Ccmtliaaioner Houshtelillcl ao or Juno 26, 1940. The 
results did not disclooe any !IUch practice ob­
tained or ovur 1 .. d been permitted. " 
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20. The "Jubilee" io a launch chartered by tho Go= 
Consul for the use or the soarnon on shore lcavo to .. llko them 
back to AngsJ. Island ~t 11:00 p.m. It is probebl.Y true that 
crow OOI"bora have bollrded it un<ier tho inf'luenee or liquor. 
le did. not 0o into the JU..Stion or rlhether tho owner had a 
llceNie to sell liquor. 

21. "':'o could. not verity the accuracy or the report 
that .-hers or tho crew rre1Uentl.Y exch&nBe<l passes . 

22 . r.o iJl'iuired particularl.Y but wore unable to eon­
firm the report that ten cases or beer wer e brought on the 
Island. ond taken to the saorsn' s quarters . 

23. .lc did not try to cOI'!irm the report Mdo in this 
par&sraph that one or the ore .. member s J:lentioned to the au31'<1, 
rerorring to his tati£uo clothes , thet all he would naed wa.s 
a snstilca and. a cap, etc. It waa not thoueht imrortant 
moush to devote any ti..,e to investioating it beeau.so or tho 
l1J:J. ted tima at our disposal . 

2.4 . It is true that tho crmr is permitt ed to receive 
visitors on passes isoued b:t tho Goncan Consul a t San 
Fra.nci.eeo. 

Insofar a.s the reports contained. in parll81'0pha 25, 26 and 
27 ral&tins to •h~ traffic in ooer, we were unable to ret definite 
i:lfcm:oation or confirmation. 

Tho incident concernin8 the dit!iculty between Karl Ruppert, 
Chiet Otticer or the S.S . Columbua, and one of tho il:lmieration tuarci.s 
over the disposition of a bottle o! Trbat appeared to be intoxicants 
was probably t he result of a conflict in instructions, or at 
least a miounders tandin£. Perhaps the Chief Officer' a actions were 
a bit extraordinary, but he wa.s following the instructions or tho 
Captain, who was un<ier the inlprouion (which was cornet) that the 
1mo!igrat1on authorities had entruated to h1nl the dut:t or proventin£ 
the land.in£ ot intoxicants. In our opinion the incid~nt could. have 
been &voided, it m tten i.Ntructions instead of verbal OMS had 
been iasued to the Sdj>!lo!ticers and. ~ation auiU"d.a alike. 
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·•• 11ere told JJ'I a telephonic conversation with tho Solicitor 
General or~. Schofield, or both, th~t it was roported that f ive mem­
bers or tho crew had deserted rr~ Anael Island. Upon our arrival nt 
the lrmligration Station we checked the crew members a.nd all were 
pTf'D«nt or proper l,y accounted t or . At teched is a certificat e by ~he 
District uirector made the cl.a.Y after our count . 

The tn!o:v.ation contained in the reports nceived by the Fed­
eral >Ur<!&U ot Investi,;ation an:! furnished us in .l.cnoranda I and U 
llll6t have resented a ruplllld.ns probl.., to the Special Agent in Chargo 
o! tho P'edoral Bureau of Invostiption. StandiJle alone 1 they indicat ed 
tho existence of a very unusual situation at Angel Island insofar as 
tho administration of tho affairs ot the Bureau or Immigration and 
llaturillzation is concerned . Partic111ar inquiry and actual contact, 
however, dovolop thnt in realit y the situation :Is not what 110 ourselves 
first believed. 

Tho seamen are not J>rlsonors or >~ar and they are not alien 
enec:J.u . Their upkeep, inclu<l.ine i'ood, clot hing ond spondinc coney, 
b p&id by the German Consul Gel'.cral in San Franciaco. Some of them 
have deported on foreign sl:ipo since t.he contingent arrived in Cali!or­
nia, .e round no evidence that any ot thea had deserted or tried to 
desert . '!he cooperation or the ship' s officers and tho G<>rman Consul 
General is essentioJ. 1! tho :roblem 1e to be handled uoothly. It is a 
difficult and delicate one and, &enerdl,y speakins, we a r e or tha opinion 
that i t has been handled ne well as could reasonabl,y be expected by 
those in aut hority at Angel Island. Granting it to be a !act thnt the 
status or t hese seamen is that or excluded aliena, it ia rossiblo that 
1! habeas corpus procee<ling3 were instituted, they m18ht be enlarged and 
cive rieo to an even greater problllll. 

It was established beyond 8nlf doubt t hat aocae or tho ern J:leo­
bers have JUdo statements in borroaas which would not rind favor with 
porsOM who ..re not sy.:pat.hotie tOII&I'<I Germany. Particular inquiry was 
not pressed in t.his direction because ... believe tho best was to reach 
it is tor the Attorney Gener al or acmcono in ;outhority in the Dapartoent 
to lld.viao l.lr. lilll'f, the Dist rict "iroctor, as to our fincli"81' in that 
particular, and for Ia. Ha!C to take i t up with Captain llnohna of t.he 
Columbus . l"le wor e bot h improaeocl wit h the Captain's a1nccr1ty and 
! r iMdly o.ttitude, nnd wi.lJ.insnoae to cooper ate i n every way possible . 

&-<;1 f-?or~ 
Daniel "'· l.cllrath 

Speci al Assistant to the Attomey Croneral 

Jan:es E. Ruffin 
ial usistant to the At t orn 



• 
J 

12016/ 8888 Jul;y 3. 1940 

lm!OIW11Xrn FOR SP!CIAL ASSIS':'All rs TO 'l'l!E ATTOR!I!T G!:IIEIW. 
IWIIEL llcGR.Ul! .tJill JAKES R1JFJ'I l'l1 

I hereb;y certif;y that on thio date Inopect or in Charco 
Strand and Chief Enrtneer l!oone;y ,...de a check of the cre...,.n 
of the s. s. "Columbuo• at ~an tine Station and that Guard 
in Chorce Alex Harriton and Guard Peter GallaGher mAde a 
check of the cromoen nt the Ansel Ielend I~igration Station. 
'l'hh oheck wae by cenno or tho photograph 1dant1f1cnt1on and 
b;y name , and the !our hundred and fifty- one (4~1) cr~wmen 
were fullr accounted for. Thia include• the crewman in hoe­
pi tal and the one (1) in Jail 

/ 



.Jrllrrnl llnr~ou of fnuntlgation 

Jlnlhll ftrrtr1 llrpartmrnt of Ju.tlu 
San l"rlllW001 Cali tol'Dia 

JWie 28, 1940 

The !ollowlzl& intoma~ion rebtin ~ the ca- o! tlw u-s.s. oounmus 
bu been received at tbie office ! roe the following ao"ttl'• Jboee reli-

_abUitr 1e not ~· 

(.) \ 

SIIDU.:.""Y ILaWILLAII, (110 l.Dcal addle .. ) San Pranwoo, wrote a letter 

to tho San 1'\'ancieco ot1'1co on """' 1.6, 1940, reading in iiJ't u 

!ollonr "R• rou:r innaticaUoa ot •Fitth ColUIIIl' activitiea • 

..,.. A ....De- ot ali.,. interDeCI on Ancel IelaDd vieit theae aaloon.o 

~ and drink and :!'raternb• with tlw Union •d el-t on 

the waterfront. * * * Qldh a :!'nr ot., th• co to 

at aP9 gp t.bt ~cad.-o 111d - tb-"'"Ioo"":::~IS~~~~~ 
•- block.• -

R. lolcCI.EU.AND, Brigadier, Territorial Pl'iaon Cbapl&in, the Salvation 

J.rrq, San Fzw>ciaoo, wrote a lethr ~ tho State At~mey General 

ot Calitol'Dia, r .. d1,. in part u tolloorer •r have felt t or aneral 

dqe that I ahoulcJ write to 1111 on the aatter or 1ebore leave• being 

given thoae Oeraan eellore, * * * When ao a;ch havoc bu been 

wroqht in JiwoopeiD COW>triea tbrol.lgb 1 l'11'th Co~' tectica, and. 

in our .,.., land here 1 .. have evidoncea ot ita aubtle worlcin8, 
mj_ght it no~ be .. 11 ~ bava ~be ahore leave of these men stopped. , " 

~ARD H. IU!lRIS, 1711 'liaab~n Street, San Franciaco, called a~ 

~bo Sen 1'\'onciaco 0!'!1" and reported. that be beca:oe acquainted. with 

a aellor ott the S, S, OOWIIllUS, v.ho na alao confined with him at 

the IL&rine Hoepital, San Franwoo, and t bie aellor wu pro4lu1. 

He bad a •etom trooper••• unit.,... ed often dllr1nc the conversaUon 

talked. ot the • revoluUoo• that tbie OOW>ti'T will have ahortlT, 

He ie lc:nGIID u I!E.INRICH, which 11 hie tirat nau, and be ... in 

WU'<I 41 Bed 14. 

On J1111o 1.4, 1940, a ILiee llUTH KEATING FISK, (no addroee) telephcni­

c:allT advieed tbia o£!101 that the aellora f rom the s.s. ooun.mus 
_.. bein& accorded. a beoltU dance at Calirornia Hall on tb13 dq, 

s. c. HOLBtR, 719 Soot~ Street, San 1'\'anwoo, repOrted he beo.,.e 

acquaint.ecl with WALT.oR EIIII, a Oc'a&D, that a ••- free Ancel 

bland 1a reported ~ have ~1<1 &ltll that. ho diel1ked the IeUDd, 



that he had 110111e !orpd .. .....,..,s papere, that he wu u1nc the papers 

to sail awq r ...... San l'rancuoo. 

BUllY E. SIII'IH, 651 Howarcl Street, San f'l'oncioclo , called at tho 

San l'rancioco Oftice and reported that he oblorYed an &r&'IA"'\t be­

twaen -bora of the .,,... or the s. s. (X)LIJlii!US in a aaloon near 

Third and llarket Streotl . Th.,. contended that •the United States 

waa not Juetitied in itl otand IIITLfiR" , The etat-nto 

made b7 tho cr ew were loud hearcl ""'"J.J"T. 

l I U'IIT and nav:y clur1n& tbe 
and ecund buaine •• llllll. 

I 
A. confidential l.nfoi"'ID..It reported to an ac-t ot thio ottice th&t 

one or the c~en had called on a Jnl.lh pro!e1aor at Stanford 

Un1vere1t7 and talked "10114 .,d loud• in oupport ot the Nali covem~­

Mnt ond 1ought to bo~ ao11.Uteraturo t .- b1a. ln!or'OiaDt 

otatod that it iJo hio oboervatioo tha t all of tho Naaia have the 

.... approach, and have boon Wldoubtedly inetructod bJ their covern.. 

ment . Intonaant ia a Profeaaor at Stanford Uninr11t7 and en 

outotandinc author1t7 on the international situation. 

lliu NOJUU. ,;ooo 157 El.lla Str eet , San l'rancuco, called at the 

San FJ>anciaco Ottice ond reported that oho bad been f r iendl7 with 

ILALTE J.IILOA.HN, one of theao """"*'• had visited h1a on the bland, 

and broucht h1m a radio. She l.alkod with a n\lllber or the er-n 

and one ot th• told her that tbero will be a revolution in t hie 

countr:r, and atterwarcl tho Nazi ConrtOUDt would atop in and t.&e 

control. One of tham told her that one of the crewmen intended to 

co to 'ilu~on, D. C. , and work tor tho Ge.-.an .&lobuoador. She 

oaid aha had viai ted tho Ger'IUII Coneulato and had aeon one of tbe 

o!licora of the s.s. COWllllJS, l!i:2ffiY UIO't:, working there . The 

clark in charge denied that be waa t bora 'llbao abe 11&11• inquirJ' 

tor bia. She oaid aha bad aeon .... ot tbe10 orticora and c..-­

MD in tho placa of KARl· SIIDiL. Genoan photographer on Stovenaon 

Street, San Prancioco, 

DlVID ...-, 704 J.ari:ot Street, called at thio office and atatod 

tbat bo wu 1n tho SU. TaYOirn, 3 Kearne7 Street, when be heard 

f1YO c..- .rro.. the Genoan ahip OOWIIBUS malco tho raqrk in 

eubatanco •u the United Statio aent an &r1Q' to Europ., the7 would 

need onl7 a oo---.r ticket•, and other a1allar remarko. 



lift 1adh14Ual wb:tM i.S..U\7 b bowl Lo \b.. • ott1c• m4 <ao 
Mk:M tbu hia ~ btl bdd COD.t14•\.1&l. 1\.&1.«1 &haL ~ 
.-hera of ~ c:r• wert aweo1. W'l.U..t. laan ed ao ad.lliiO 
-.. t.-.a b7 the a:.st.hOri\1 .. at. AA&e1 Ul.Md I.Dil1Qat1= St.at.J.cc 
1ft'lera t..heJ' t.d been ~ Ind. \Mt. \.h otticcn ot UM 
3 . s. ..OwtaJCi:S .. re r.pc-r\.ed t.o ban bHn .. U>rwd ~ t.M 
Un1t-.d St.at .. h'f7 hrd. at. W..... lt~. 

A.not.har intomant. at&t.ed U14t. XURT Rt.IPPlA11 'iN" Officer ot t.ha 
s.s. COUD£EIJS, at.qt: awa;r d.qa &\. a i.!JM .,W 1a ,..portAd t.o ~ve 
,Otlt em ont ooc.u1on \.o LOt ~··· 

A (loe;p)..a.1nt ~'ltd Ne ne-a!Yed at. t.hh ott1n t.hat. J, 1.. S'l'RA!lDJ 
Iaa.1Vat.ion tna~ctor in Chari•• 11 t"tpOr~ t.o hne tratombod 
wlt.h .oo~ ot the otriurt ot t.ht u...S.S. 001JJII(8JS, and b said 
t..o have taken a eoci&l tr-ip with one or .or• ot t.h .. a MO to 
t.hl vicinity ot s.nt..a Crva, Cali.tOtni&, ov.:r t.ht waaleend. 

1M Sat~ F'rMeiaco Ot'tict bad racdvecl I'IWMf'OUI OQIIPl&int.. !'t"'XL 
Yaried .oureu or the acUYiU.tt or tbttt Mtl while ub:>r!l. o! 
t.M1J' c!rltllc.i.na t.o ext;taa, and. ot \hair &rCUMnt.• wit~ c1YU.UJU, 

P'l'OC a:Ktther eoa!idlmt.i.J.. ~rot~, H •u weart.a!nK Ult.t. F3U-1 
ac:s:ut, o.ek St..ward, ooa ot LIM a• .-bert, ia a&14 to un 
u-~e"'*" U. NON pa.u t.o OUJTlGil &RL, anotbu' a. -..bw, 
• occ ... ~. 

UUliQI tlll.tt, aac\.be:r c:r-.- ....,.,., 11 u.U Lo """ boqhL t-.o 
til-oN .,....,,. troa a .oW.e:r a\. hft. ~:lr:llw.U tor SO ccrt.a . IIJl..""Z 
b e.aid t.o b&ve rtddc oa ~be -"'¥ boat h-oa the bland 'tlblch b 
toTld.ddc to~ ern~Ma1 po•ln.f u a • liter tr. \he all~' 
c:l1.n1At roa. a.t. t.he Iaai&ratioa St.aUon, and 1ftMa challcrd bJ 
an a.nQ'" ctticer be c••• t.be ,_. or "'''TO ll.rZ1JJ2•. 

Upon lwU"i.nQ t.be JTeaident.'e 0\arlo'-l.e••iUe, Y1raif\1a, radio 
addreaa aw.t.ionin& Italy, UUUCN ti)Lft Uld OUN'l'HER AJO., two OC"U£1 
cr .. ..-,..ra are report.tldi t.o have r-...rlced Ulat •t.he Prnident. 
~ pq deul7 tor hh utt•rt.nc.ee•. 

ThiN crw llllflbera aro report.d t.o have r...rktd that in t.h• event 
or atrict int.Cl'n~Mnt of the 0..-o.an crw, that. t.he e:r.a.ea •ould 
-.ke a ... ion a br..k tor rr ...... 
It h lcnown, aec:Ol"d!n1 to a eont1ct.n\1al 1nfoi'1Uitlt.1 Uu.t. the Get~a.an 
~ ftA an:-• that a Geru.n wbu..a1.Aa had h&ltild the u. s.s. 
'luh1Ac\o00 ott the cout. ot portqal l.Mcled td.t.b -.n.c• pa .. •n­
,.., n..t.na trca u.. .,. ... , .l!!.t2r!. thh ,... eppeered in the 
~n or ... be.al'd oc t.lle r.a!O-:-- ,._.. ba.,. bMo nuMni'IU 
~ \.bat. W. C:NIIf b in rt41o c~caUota wi\b OcrutU'· 
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.lblltrlll •uuau of lnur•tlptlon 

B nlbll ~tu llrparfml'nt of Ju.tlu 
s.n Fl'anciaoo, California 

June 28, 1940 

lll)lg4N!y!! ron THE FilE 

The followin& infor~~&tion relative to the Crew of the S, s , CXlWWliJS at 
.Angel Island wu reported to thil office from eources which are believed 
to be reliable z - --
I 

( l) The craw or the ex..S. S. COOUIBUS comprlee approximately 499 
lllen, Since their arrival at the Island it io reported that their 
effects have not been eearebed for armo or contraband, 

,I (2) Tba;r are pel"'llit tecl to came and A to and fr<D the Ioland, 
freely withOilt ~ ot rict record or check aad• b:r i.ami&ratioo 
ofticiale of the Island, I 
(3) ()) oceaeione, they return to the ielend in a grossly intox­
icated condition 1'incl1ng it oecea•&I7 to have ..._ oi their fel­
low m""'bera auist tb8lll to their quarters, 

(4) They formerly had free accese to the Government reservation • I aciJoinin& Angel Island known u Fort llcllowell, and now are said 
~.,..v' to go there !rom tillle to ti&e in cl1rect cl1oobedience of orders, 

(5) That the:r are reported not searched upon their return to the 
"(JV"'-'Ial.and, and their packOBes are not now UMiioecl f or contraband. 

~~ 
(6) That they have been !uroiohed fatigue clothes, eonecl.sting of 
khU1 elacluo and kbald shirt, wtdeb ao.,..bat raa8lllblo tha fatigue 
clotbel worn b:r the United Statea ~. 

(7) That on one occuion one of the Gonaan crew waa at the canteen 
at Fort llcllowell, railed his band in the Nazi oalute and shouted 
"Hell 111tler", reoultin& in a •trouncing" b:r one ot tho United 
Stat .. Azw,:r non-c:OIIIIieaionecl officers. ):1 (8) That they have buUt a barbecue pit, and "recreation center", 

'X on the beach and have erected a flOB pol e about 25 feet high on 
the U. s. l.:rtq reeervatioo, but have not displa:red any flll8 on 
thie pole aa yet, 



} 
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(9) That they ara permitted to leave the IslAnd on a paaa aaid to h'"' ba issllltd by their om ofticera 1 that th.,. are pend t tad to atay away 1.1 • ~d no record 11 made or their return by the imuigration authorities. 

I 
(10) That a ahorta&e wu reported on a count in the barraclca, that this shortage wu reported to llr. NEII'PORT, and that NE1'1l'OtT, in col!llland1 aaid that be would abow tha nwober l!lp!?Oaed to ba preaent u l!r. HA;UUSQI, Tba Cilia! Guard, would put dDim the full count in any event. 
(ll) That OUarda received verbal inatructions oot to att-.pt to aaisa I &1\J contraband an.d that the o.r.... crew ware to do their own policing, 1, and that the ofticera of thia cr .. ware to be notil'ied of any mattera raqu.i.rins diaciplinary attention a&ainat lilY or thea• crew ...wera1 and that the ah1p 1s orticera de not cooperate, 

(12) That it is glrleral knowledge oo Ancel Ial&nd that - or tha ~ .-bara or thia allen Genurl -are visited by !eain.ine persona, and ..,. \ it. 1a COliiiiOD knowledge among the Guarda that tb .. e men and their f.,._ ~'\ 'V r i nine viaitora eogaae in U.Oral practices in the !olia&e adJoL'liog II.• the bulld1ngs. 

(lJ) That there i a canaiderable diaeatiafactioo .-ong the peopl e or San Fl'anciaco in having these allena circulate treelJ' among the popu­latio~t u well aa &JilOng the anaed forces or the United Statee Govern- 11, ment, aa they doubtleaa report their findiD&• to the German Consul General. 

{( (14) That they have in their qiiAJ'tera a abort "" radio and are known to have Gcrsan crew operatora oc cllty there 24 hOIII's a day. \_,;;... , 

'(_ II (15) That no check tdlatever 1a JMda at D11ht of the quartua of the , ..,,. crew or the rooa where the radio 1a aaint&ined. \' 

II 

~ ( 

/I 

(16) That nona or the C~ at qal Island Mke an:r iovaetigation L , , J wtl&tev_. 1 or have ~ contact with tha quarantine Station where 1""' approxiaatel;y 325 ••bera o! thia cr .. are quutered. 
(17) That theaa crew -bare are reported never to overlook an oppor­tunity to sell their Nui pbiloeophy to anyone who will llaten, 1ncluc!­it141 tha ~&!'ation Ouarda. 

(lB) That thaae Oal'IIIAil &liena are ~tted to acCOIIp&I\T the Iaiara­tioo S&rvica IIOtor boat to tha ul nl .,d, and retllm to the leland w1 t'!, J' allan priaonara witbQut an:r ~ation Guard other than the boat "(' operator beins on board. 

(19) That -• ot theae orw •JIIbar• are inatruGted in tha uae of t he II' ,,,.. Ianigrati011 S&I'Vice ewitchbovd, and haft actually operated thia board, and tb~&a have had accaaa to incotdnc and outgoina official Oo•-t calla. 



J 
(20) That the crew members are reported to have char .. r ed the lo!otor 
lhip JIJBILEE, arrive at Angel !Gland late at night on thie boat at '1 
times in an intoxicated condition, that liquor 1e reported sold on 
this boat althou&h' it 1e not known whether there 1a an,y liquor 
Uaenee issued for the sale of such intoxicant., 

(21) That the paaaea issued by these s.s. OOLUUBUS officers to the 
crew llleiDbera are not carefully ellllltll1ned and men frequently exchange 
puaea. 

(22) That on one occasion the crew brought on the Island openly ten 
cases o! beer which were taken to their quarters. 

J 
(23) That one of the ern members .,.ntioned to a Guard, referring to 
the fatigue clothea, that all he 110uld need would be a Slruti.lla and 
cap, that it would be an easy matter to get anu !rom r'ort llcDowell, 
that they, the German ern, ~ be wiped out 1! they started anythifi8, 
but "it would be for t he Fatherland" aa one of them 1e alleged to 
have remarked ostensibly in humorous vein to one of the Gover1111ent 
employees on the Island, 

I (24) That the crew is permitted to receive frequent viaitora who AI'- ~ 
rive on pasaea iasued by the German Con.sul in San Francisco, 

\ 

(25) That on one occasion an I.nlligration Guard obeerved the crew 
mambera bringing intoxicant. on the Ialand, that he called upon several 
other Immigration Guard& for assistance, that they declined to assis t 
the Guard turni"8 their backs on hia, and one or the Imnigration Guards 
made the remark "Nothing doing", and ae a reeult of their actions 
four IDembera of the crew got away and one case and one paper package 
of beer disappeared on the bland, 

(26) That on April 15, 1940, a boat landed at the bland, four cues 
ot beer wu put on the dock and placed on a truck !or the Quarantine 
Station in the presence of the Immigration Guard on the gangplank and 
in the presence of the Second Officer of the Colllllbua Crew, 

(27) That on JWl& 13, 1940, -e or the crew nre ret.arnin& to the 
bland about midniebt., one of the Ouarda etarted to r.ove fro• one 
of the German ~ a quart bottle of what appeared to be int.oxicante , 
t~t. KURT BIIPPJiiT, QUe! otticer o! the s.s. muw!~ forcibl,y took 
tbe fiOtt.le Ollt o! the'~ '• hiiidi, tiiilt the Clu&ri tried to get 
pou .. eion o! the bottle, and RI1PI"ERT tbrew tlw bottle overboard, 
that RUPPI!:RT was reported !or int«<'Cerring with an x.igrat.ion Officer 
in the per!o~c:• o! bia duty, and no action wu eaid to bave been 
ll&de, and tbe attention of the ofticer reported wu not called to thia 
1ncl1dent, nor any action whatever taken on thie co.plaint aw:le by the 
I.Ja1crat.ion Guard. 

- ) -
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T HO: WHITt: HOUII[ 

WASHINGTON 

h17 115, 1NO. 

IIDORUDUII FOR 

ROlf , J, IDOAR HOOYD 

Pleue take tbh up 

persoaally rttb rruols 1144le. 

I hope the whole 11 tuat1011 OaD 

be 1 .. ed1atelr tightened up, 

aD4 I hope furt her t hat we ou 

set rid ot the.. people rta 

Japan and Rualia as tut u 

po .. ible. 

r. D. R. 

A!tid&Yit ot James H. Bewpor~ , 
r oreaan ot the Ou&rd, U, 8 . Immigra~ion 
and latural1sa~1on 8erY1oe, relat1Te 
to Orew, Oel'lll&ll 88. 00LUII8U8, in~erned 
at Angel Island, 8an rranoisoo, Oal , 



emu of t1Jt 6olidtor Chntral 
II.U!Jingllm, •• ~. 

luq )l, 1940 

IIJIIlll.UDUII !0 Till PIIISIDift 

PIOM mE SOLICITOR CIIIO:IW. 

Ilea COidJ!!II!S 

Oa ~- 28, 1940, 7011 MDt .. a -.randua calliq 

attaat.l.oa to cartaia ooll41t.l.ou aU-ced to niat ..0111 tha 

4Sl. •-D &Dd otticara ot tha Gerua st .. nblp •eoluallwa•, 

acuttled on Dac•ber 19, 1939, &Dd clatained at ADell bland, 

cau.tornla, alaca lluoa 1, 1940, aDd raqueat.l.ft& t.aediata 

ot the r. 8 . I., elated lua 28tb (atteelled), 111dcb auaaatad 

that !ll ot tha cnor lla4 cliaappe&Md witbooat Uir aoUoa ot 

tha '--leratloa ailaoritiae to loeata theaJ that tree ac .. aa 

to the •'•'eed ae aocor4ecl til• 111\11 .., r-.1 at their 

.,._te or ot tM peraou 'IUJ.UIII ~J that iDtoziaute 

wwa broucht treal,T to tha Ialaed1 that parde 011 tha Ialaed 

ba4 bean iutruotacl ... t to aearab tha _, that thq wwa 

"pro'babl7" eac-ced 1A •~MI•• ucl ba4 a abort-an Ndio 

Mi.Dteh'•• a - Hni• with Gao av, &Dd lllCbt be aaedlq 

... ..,.. tra .... 1 Ialaedl report• ot ~ coeduDtJ aed, 
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d.aDcer to tllo hiWd stat .. •. 

I 1 'late]T toler" ... to Duiel I. lleGNtll u4 

J ... a 1. Wf1A, llpeoi&l. beiltutl to tile .lttoru,' Gea•al, 

1lbo nra at Loe Ancelll oozt.AludiJIC u 1Aipaotlon ot t.b.e 

Border Patrol ...Ser IV' d.ireotlon, ud tole! t11ea to -.b a 

tlloi'OUih 1Jiftltication ot tile eitoation. ,.,. arrincl 1A 

Sail Pruciaoo tAe uxt dq, ud kept 1A touch witll L. I. 

Scbot1al4, 8poc1al. .lubt&llt 1A char~• ot tAe ller'rtce, tlir 

tolopbou. '!!lair report, claW JlllT 9, 1940, 11 attach .... 

'11111 rwport tbcle DO b&eb to wpport tile eeriDue all.,atloDS 

contaiAW 1A tile -ru4a raterr ... to . It -:r be .-:-11 ... 

aa tollowu 

'Ill.,. tOUIIcl all 451 persoDI preaant ancl DO .1111>­
port 1A tact tor t.b.e atat-nt t.b.et 5 b.acl clieappear­
... 1 tA.,. tOUIIcl that -bar• ot tba cr ... were perllit­
tW to 10 u4 - rr- .llllal Ialu4 UDcler the MaJIOI"­
neiozt. ot their on ott1cere who ado cla1lT report• 
witb rupaot t.b.&ratoJ th.,. tCIWIIi t.b.et on ozt.a occuion 
-ben ot the onw U4 ratunecl to the bleJ>cl ill u 
1Atold.caWd collcliti•J th.-tOUIIcl that tile crow •• 
DOt accordW tree aooo11 to J'crrt llcllowll, thoQib 
that b.acl tiret liMa tile cae• b)' tile apr••• penlie-
eioa ot the c ellnc otticer. !llq were later 
pendtt ... OII]T to attaacl t.l!.e DOY1QC piotvoe twice 
a-"· ~.,. tound t.b.at tile crow .-bora rataniae troa 
Sail l'raaoiloo ware DOt aoarcb.,. . 'IIIia repreentW 
a reluatioa ot pron0111 proceclura attar -plaiat 
b)' tAa ott1oora ot tbe ore• who Wlclertook to u­
roapozt.lilllli v. l01er1. loGrath ud llllttill cl1cl 
oondllct a aearob on one occuioD ud tollllcl aot.b.inC 
bailll llrou&llt oa tAo ialazt.cl 'but tollacoo, ~. ud 
aotioDS. !b.,. tOUIIcl t.b.at the report oozt.OerniJIC the 
r..U.O wu llilleacliDc· 'nlere 11 a abort ••• re41o 

Jl 
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in tbe qu.a.rtera but 110 ••lldlD& apparatua. Before 
permiaoion was P'ant.d f or tbe inat&llation of a 
reoeiYinc eat, tbe ~ authoritiea ~t Fort 
l cDonU ware couulted ud ae.w 110 o'o~ection. 

!beT folllld 110 endence of t-:.ral conduct w1 tb 
na1tora, tMu&b wo- nre perwitte4 on occaaion 
to ..,hit the c!etention quarter&. 

Attar n rece1Ye4 tbb report TOU sent ae , tbrou&b 

lr. Boo...-, a cow of an attldtnt !'roe Juea H. lewport, an 

i.mlldgration inspector otltioned at AJ1&el lelAnd, and euag .. ted 

tbat ... •cat rid or tbeoa people 1l'1a Japan aDd Ruaaia aa r .. t 

aa poaai'ole•. t!Ua atfidtnt conta1ned aUqatioDI aia1.1Ar to 

those t'OUI'ld 1n tbe MIIOrenda. lr. Scbotbld aoeordillgl.)' aasigned 

1. D. CoUu.ar, Iupeotor 1n a.arce at ll. Puo, 'l'exaa , one of tbe 

best .., 1n tbe aarnce, to proceocl e.t once to San Francisco , 

take coaplete charco, make a thorough investication, •Jld take 

such diaeiplinary JDU1111rea a s he found neceaaaey , w1 tb a ne• 

to strict control ot tbe 110...-nta and conduct of tbe ~~en 1n 

question. Inspector Colleaer bas reported tbat be found tbo 

aituation well 1n lwld; and tbat tbt ebar&•• which J:..ad arq 

basis 1n fact ware dtb«r P"eatlT exaggerated or referred to 

colldi tiona which had long since beon corrected. Colles ar 

is ktepine lr. Schofield 1n conatant touch ntb tbe eituation. 

Arre.neeaento han been lll&de , satisfactory to tbe 

German con.ul.a te, "'1 th tbo President Lines 1 to transport tbese 

MD on tba •s.s. Coolldca•, San P'rancieco, to toll:o"--1 .AuGust 9J 



on t.be •a.a. 1'-.t't•, Aucu.tt 16s and oo the •Clneland•, 

.lq\llt .)0. ~t the lrlUU G:nazueat h .. 11&41 Yi.&Orou• 

obJeoUona, ~ that tba ho&t. ~ be •tt.cked, that 

lllq .....u ... ,._, ill• - to , •• - tato -

•.mot, ud i.edJ.eaU.C that the ~at.loa ...U be ra.lted 

1a I'VU......t • 

.t.ooor-4~, arrancuent.a ha"9 M•• w•J*ld-ed unUl 

this uclt GaD be t\Q"ther •Xplore4. 



::ian l'rancbco, Caillornia 

Juq 9, 1940 

I , JAMES H. NEWPORT, being first duq nom, depoae and ea:v 
that: 

I u •plored ao a foreman of tha BU&r<11 r-igrat1on and Naturali­
sat1on Service, AJI&el leland, Calltornia, and ha,.. been •plored in tbie Mrvice 
at Angel leland for the J:&&t five 7eare. For the past !our 7e&r8, I have been 
in charge of the night watch on thia leland, working ! r om 4:00 P .1.1. to llidnigbt 
and from llidnight to 8:00 A.l.l, , alternetel7 cb&nging every JO dar•· Jq dutiee 
are to lll&ke 1napeot1on toure and to auperv1ae the BUford& and to poet guards 
wbere they lll&Y be needed and to see that everything at tbia ~ation Station 
ia operated in an orderl7 1118111ler, and detect any fires or disturbances which llJII:f 

occur during lltJ' tour or duty. I have Wider lltJ' direct auperviaion three BU&r<ia 
and a matron, llhoee n.ea are: RAY H. JANES, JAliES E. BERRIGAN and EIII.IONS, 
and the ~~&tron, -JILSS ID.l SKITB. 

It is lltJ' practice to return to lltJ' home, 777 Haight Street, San 
Francisco, Telephone ll&rket 8090, upon the completion of lltJ' tour of duty. 

Since the arriv•~ of the German allen crew of the ex-Genoan ateam­
abip COUJIIBI.IS at this l eland or on about January 18, 1940, 1 have had occasion 
to !requentl7 observe theee Den and o!ticere, I work under the direct euper­
Yision of J . X. STRA!m, who i e Inapector in Charge of Deportation and Detention. 

I have ca~ today at the San Francisco Office o! the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation upon lltJ' own volition and !or the purpose or informing 
the Government of the true !acta in connection with the activities on Angel leland 
inYolving the crew of tbie German veeael, It 1e lltJ' purpoee to furnish tbia 
information to the Gover.-nt in order that the Govel'llllleDt ay he ve a tMIII pic­
t\lre ot tbie aituat1on , 

It 1e lltJ' undentanding that the Department ot J111t1ce baa 
recentl7 conducted an inveetipt1on of cond1t1cna a!; Angel leland and that in 
connection with tbia 1nnet1gaUon 1 wae not intoniewed by any ot!icW ot the 
De partment of Justice, and ao tar aa I know no a tt•pt waa aade to interview 
u or tal.k with ID8 . 



I ban c- to t.be i)ep&rt•nt ot .Juatice and aa reporting thU 
to the Fedleral Bureau ot Innat.ip.Uon tor the eel• purpoae of henn, 
tbia pen.ent &pn"7 illtoiWcl ot tile eerioua aUuaUon on thU Ial.ancl. 
Tbi.a om, which oaopriaea about 4!10 O.raan aliena, are at tba Jl' Nent 
U.. nry am.acocu.auc to the guarcla 011 t.hU Ialallcl and are M1at&1aillg 
a ratlwr be~rent att.itu«M ~ the prcla. SiD: • ~ onr 8/T dlltiu ill co~~~~ecUon with thU O.r.n ern, I ban 110t r.ceiYecl aq 
written illatruct.iona u to rq clutiaa ancl an:r 1natructiona given .. b7 
J . X. STR111D, t he Inapect or ill Cbarp, ban been entirelT ver bal ancl ban 
been oontllcting. MR. STIWID WorMcl .. tbat tba 18igl-at1on guarcla 
on thU Ielancl .. re not to interfere in an:r ~ wit.b tile operat1ou of theae ern ..t..re; tbat tbq .. re to follow tba illetructiollll of their 
auperior otticera, who .. re t.be O.r-.n ottieere ill c ·rut, ancl tbat the7 
were to e._ and 110 troa tba IaUnd. on J>U••• iaeuecl b)' thea• ortieere. Tba ~grati.on suarcla ban heel 110 auperviaion ot the .. puaea, Th•T 
"re trequantlT a1auaecl b7 the ern ancl are atill beillg aiauaecl up to the preaent t ,iM, One of tbe crew Mllbera, aGe~~ Vogel, 11 ona ot 
tbe pettT otticara, ancl I ban nan .-bera ot tbia ern l.eaviJic A.lgel 
Ialancl on the Oon,.,_nt boat ancl attar tbeir puaea hen bee U. peetecl 
b7 a guarcl, thaT would bancl their puna to "-ttT Ottieer Vogel, a ll&llber ot tba O.lll&ll ern, who woulcl run back ancl band 1 t to another Ge~, 
wbo would leaYe the Ialancl on t.be •- paaa, 

About a wek aao, I learoecl tbet certaill aonn.ent otticera 
troa tba Depart..nt ot JuaUce, wboaa -• were \llllcnalrn to u , bacl been 
~~&kin& an 1meat.1p.Uon of concl1t io1111 on Angel Ial.ancl imolving t bia 
O.rw&~~ ern, aDd that on Jul,r 5 a -.bar ot tben .... were returtled to 
tbe Ialancl and that J . X. ST!Wil, Inapector ill Cbarp, ie aaid to ban 
ude AD official collllt. of the crew .-bera; that 011 tbil occuion I aur 
a lot of at.ranp ta.cea .-nc t.be crew .-~>era whoa I bad nner ... n before 
eel on that nening I •«M a paraonal cbeclr. ot tba count ill the quarter• 
oooupieci b7 the O.N&ll crew mel 20 of tbam were a1ee1~~&• There were a 
group ot tbue crew -.bare uDder 8/T direct eupervilion ill tba iMigra­
tion barraca, ~ •• the alwcl, Tlwre are auppoaecl to be 1!!0 ern ..-.ra ill UU. abeci, three ot t hea• are otticera and lin ouhidlo ot 
tba police quartera ill the boepital bu.llcling, the actual m.ber ot tbia 
O.rw&~~ crew 1n tba abacl 1a 147 according to tile otticial recorcla ancl 
t bere are .wnr .ora tban two or three ot tlw ern .-hera who are ill tbe local boapital. On Jul,r 6, 7, and 8, I condllotecl a pb.J'aioal. count 
ot theae ern Mllbera ancl touncl on the .. occuiolW t.ba tollt.1nr 

- 2 -



I 

1111.-ben: 130, 129, and 128. During tbaae laat tbr•• Dicht.a, there were 
bet.....,n 12 and lB WloiCCOWlhd tor. OUt ot thie I'J'OUp, the ehip'a otti­
care persit not .ore than 10 to ata,r awa,r trcoa the Iel&Dd all Dight, 
and taking thia number into cooaidaration, there etill are a number 
who are abeant !rom their quartan without authoritT. The mlllber per­
llitted to go ubore at one time troa thie group, according to nrbal 
ioatruct1o01 iuued to me by J. X. STRAND, ia not to be IDOr& than 10. 
They arrive and depart at and !rom thie immigration etation without ~ 
record beinB aade by a"7 of the immirration authoritiee. 

On the other eida of the Ialand, about one-halt lll.la awa,r, ie 
tba quarantine ot.ation of the Iaaigration Service, whore approxiaately 
:300 ot thaee craw aembere are quartered. At thio qurantina ttation 
there are no ~gration ot!icara to check thia craw in 8"7 wa,r. 

S... o! theoe craw -bero ba-re a nry intricate and COIIplex 
radio reennn, eat not of the typo ueuallT eold cor.erciallT !or recaiY­
i.Dg ebort wue radio M81 &fl8. It 1e quite probable , and it 1a C1f opinion, 
that theae MD actuallT aend MU&fl& through thie radio eat, u wll u 
recein aucb .... ...,.. Heretofore I baTe UetanecS to tblea a.~ 
race! Yillg -.olllfe• in coda, which wae very loud and die tinct, about 
2: 00 A. K. and at tbe preaant time the power ia ehDt ott at 10:30 P.~. 
until the early mom.inr. The O.!WAD craw have oxpreued their diepleaeure 
at this practice of thuttin& their radio at 10:30 P.ll. Thie wae dona 
without the autboritT of J . X. STRAND. Ha wae falll.liar witll tllie practice 
whiell .11.et with hie approval. The crew membere etated to me tllat they were 
goi.Dg to complain to Mr. Strand in order that their radio would be permitted 
to operate during the nirht houre. 

One o! the leader• ot thio lhip' e ern 1o a O.I'II&J\ b7 tbl naae 
ot Lotbar Allwioa, who wae formerly ebip' • clerk and 1a Yer'f brilliant. 
He baa bad DUMroue talapbone eonvereationa with a wOIII&n, known onl7 u 
Katie, troa San Franeieeo, Telapbone Tuxedo 0551. 

On the Dicht ot July 8, 1940, at 6:00 P.M., Lothar Allweiu 
received a .... .,. !roe thie IIU8bar. Be talked with thia part7 abcut 
10 or 15 ainu.t .. 1n O.rwan. He than ... nt to the quartan ot the ahi.p1 a 
orticere, who u .... in the hoapital building, returned upetaire to the 
adm.Diatration building, where the ehip1 1 crew have an ottiee. He wu 
there about 10 ainut .. and wnt back to the hoepital. He then went to 
the crew quartaro , wu quite excited and wu running around double tia:e. 
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I ea.ll.ed one ot tho guarde, R. H. JiNES, t.o watcb hSJa.. All or t.he cr• 
wont int.o their own quarters a.nd apparent.l.¥ d.i.scu.s:sed oocu mat.te.r ot 
rre.at iJQport.&nce, t.ho nat ure or wh!c:h waa unknown to ae u nono o! the 
£U&rel• pre:se:nt. wen tud.liar with the Oon:r.an l.&o.pago. R. l:t. JAHES, 
a auard, t hen -went to tho radio t'OOCII where ~bore we.ro gathered 1bout 
10 pot.t.y o!fi.cere or this crw a nd about l.2 rtembert ot the crew. 
R. H. Ji!f!'S, the gu,.'l"d, NJ)Ort.od to CLo t.bat. ho Nlhod 1nt.o tbe radio %'OOGI 
hu,tTiedl,y t.nd obeorvod t..he rad.lo operator appareot.l.7 engase4 1n t.he 
operation or the radio . JAHES reported to ae turther th.a.t he lett this 
ndlo roolll and ho.d U.te.r ob .. rved that the O•man• h&.d p:>ttod a guard out­
aide or t.he raclio room and aa aoon ae JAMES went tJ,., t.hb suard. imao­
diAtel.y stepped into the radio roo:D tor the appar mt. purpose or warning 
ot the awroach or t.b!a rua-rd. 

It. is the practice or the meabers of tbis Goman crew too 'lllear 
:short.a ond exercise every even1J\c' at'ter auppe.r and it wa.e pe.rtieularl,y 
signilic:.ant that. on lut ovOI\i.na, July 8, they clid. not e.xere:ite: but re­
mained in ~heir quartera. 

Gl.la.Td Jill~ repor tod to u t.ht.t. every night about b etween 
one ... d two A..J.t. he h&a obnrvod a boat wit.hoout ll£}'1ta clGSe to this 
l•l.&nd t.nd that it would be. quite possible fo r thia boat. too load or Wlloacl 
member3 of tbio Ge~n crew or &nJ' WlJ.Uthorized individual.a antt t.ake them 
trom or t.o the I•l.aod. wit.hou~ beitls dot.eot.od by an,y of the pt;rda, as t.hia 
bOat. could land around the point on tho aandJt boac.b, Which itl no~ un4or 
obn:rvation. 

1'be German crw a·t.at.ionod at the t.ieration ttat.ion u..oo tho 
same s&nit.ary t acilitie• •ith ap~t.ely )0 alien ex- convicts fraa 
federal and state inotitutlorw 'ldl6 aro t.hero awaitii\B' deport.;a.t.ion . They 
aro portd.tt.ed t.o mingle freely with the.se convict.a, oOille or whOIIL •n 
murderen .nd &l"e pountbll.,y dangerou.! charaete.ra . 

Sinee the Gornan <..'rew baa arriv~, t.heir o!fect.s h&.ve not been 
narchtd. I vu told by C.r. J . A. STRAHD, In.spoctor in C'harse, that 
thue cr• All!iabon wero \.1) bo t.rNtl:td wlt.h the area teat c:ourt.uy, that 
they were not. priaone.re or Gna~Q'" aliena or 4et.&inocl af.&in•t t.helr will, 
that thor were to be conaidered in the l!l&me eat.egory aa pe..uon.ger • 
in a ve.uel withOut a pe,uport.. ~. S'rx,u;..> told ae thl.t. it was quite 
po•aible tor t he ~.reman consul general in ... an trancbco to have all or th••• men rtl ... ed to the United St&toa on a writ in t bo ovont ~hat their 
t reat..en't. • •• not. conddered ent.irely aanal'act.ory. 

tb .. e men so back and forth freely bot.weon Mgol ltlf.nd Gnd 
the uinl.and and &lto go baek •nd forth between their t.wo ql.aa.rtero and. 
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I hne aeen a nwaber ot at.rance !I.e•• a.aona \.he crew. It. 1a 1q>ottL'olt 
W keep &n7 accw-ar..t count. or thue r.en , '!be ortie•n ot the Cl"P are 
tuppo"ct t.o t-Oe cb&rte but. \ho7 are n ry lu. ln hsulnc .net t.akt--llC up 
t.he pa .. u an4 lupU'Yi&l.oc Ute condnc:t. or t.helt ere• ueer.. $1tu:e t.he 
i.ftyu1J&aUon O(.nchoWd b7 the ~\ or J\lUJ.U \hue -.en c:onUnve 
\0 ¢1>1111: baei:: \0 tbt Ialand at U us 1tl 10 lnt.ox:lcaud cond1t1oa1 at. .tl.lcb 
tJ..• \bey are b.ll.ar1ous aNt belllee:ent.. Uwall7 one ot ~e Gera&n 
o!fie-ers of this croup h pru.,t bt.J.t. he do .. not. do ~~ ~ut. it 
at. all. 

The khaki W}1fota 1uued to t.bia cr .. 11 t\rlklnW d.ldlar to 
that. worn b7 the tJ, S. A1'lr/ ~~r~d t.b~ onlr addit.lon req\lited to uke it 
ooaplo\.cl _.uld be llft ove.rteat cap. The atllilarlt.7 it 10 tt.rlldng that 
the llll1Wry authori t.iea at F1.. liclbwell ad'fiucl the 1aa1£r•tlon authori­
t.iu thai iheu Oert~~r~ crew ll!ellbert 110\tld not. be pennit.ted on the 1111ll· 
t.U-1 reur-nt.ion .. mna 1\ICh • unito na and would be t"~ulrtd. t.o w .. r 
chill.a.n clot.hu . they are, OO'wever 1 puai t.t.ed t.o .nt.e.r t.h.e ml1 t.ary 
post of Ft. Mceo .. u , .tdch 1t adjo~ J.n.cel hland, on t.o occasion• 
duriac the day tor the purpou or att.endinc .,Tine picture exhibi Uotu 
U:ve. tbt7 u e no\. JUppO .. d ~be on \bit G.Ut.&t7 nternt.ion at. &a1 
other Use, bot. 1 ha,... bMG in.tora.d b7 .:tl4h..rt t'roa \he U. S • .1.rw.:t 
that. t.hea.e cte• ...-hera co on the .,..,. pot1. Iii tbov\. a Ytbori t.y recect171 
and conUnue t.o trat.ernha with the 111l1t.ar7 $*".OMel. 

Ancel laland h an old go•crnaen1. reac:TT~Uon. There tre 
u.ny old WI)Oden b\lJ.lc:Ut\81' l.Dcat.ed thereon, lncludin,c a m:aber or old 
b~ldins• tn Which 124 Ohlneae and ~aLr t&:lliet, lnoludina a number 
or ..U children , ut (lu.ttt.erod . There 11 t oontidera'oh !ire hnan1 
or1 t.h.14 tdand due t.o t.he inadeq\ltt.o wat.er tupply, 11 -.ll. wate r "'"d on 
We ltl8J'id it brout:l\1. over tn boat.. ft"'m the uJ.nlaM and PUIIIPod int.o 
t.IIQ la.rse nte.r t.a.nka on U'io hill .ctjoinina U\.lt Illand . The .. Gen.an 
e-rn ~~ are ptrlll t.t.ed to have tree accut t.o t.heu tanks and 1 
have trequent.l7 t ttn t.he• ai ttin,e on t.op ot \.hue -ooden t.anlct. 1'he.se 
t.aclca tre on Wl .. w tower-s w1 \.h a pla\.ton1 on t.M top wt\l.ch pe.r.i t..l 
an excellct. yt.., ot \he bay. !hue o..n.o ore• .....,, are pond.Ue4 
to han tree aceeu to the c.op or &haM t.ao"kl an4 lt \hey wre to d.J.apoa.cl 
are ia a poat.Uoo ~ oo-lt aabot..qe or pob t.e c.he wa\.U" 1\lpplJ ot til• 
:d.an4. tn t.he .-YID\. or • tln 00 the Ial&Dd, the tire ficht.1.tlc ra.c1ll­
t.iea and tl'ain.ed pt'l'tonnd tmlld be MUrtl.7 l .nad-equat.e a."'d uy ruul t. 
1.n • nrioua lo., ot lite . 

One ot rq t'W"d•, R. H. JA!if..S, ropor~ t.o M that. ht b.a4 a 
convuaaUon rit.h one or t.bt Ge..run crP ••b.rt, .no boaat.ed t.o hia that. 
•to~tot dly t.ht United St.at.et 1a going t.o be one or 0.,rtr.ltJly1 s D:lat proaperou.t 
colonie• , • 0\i.ard JJJIES alao report.ed to M that. he ovuheard one ot the 
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crww aemben atated that •u tha AMricana atartad puabing the O.naana around, we have accaaa to pl..entT of suna and we could teach the A!Mricana a leaaon.• 

Tha Genua crww ..-,.ra clo not call theualna •crww• but apellk conUaual.lT of th-elY .. u a "battalion• in referring to their own organisation, Laat n1Bbt 1 JuJ.r a, one of the ,..arde, MR. !IIIIDNS, reported to • that a crww Malbar bad objected to b1a li.Ying on tha Ial&nd, ataUng that tha O.raan goveniiUnt wu pq1ng $1,50 a c1&,r tor the roca and board of th111 •n &Del tb&t thaT could lin on thia nrT nicel,r in San Fr&noiaco, 

I aa reporting tbia -.tter on behalf of "V'aalt and the -bera of tha Ouarc1 of tba nisbt cnw u I teal that than ia a aeriolll ait.uation in wbich the Una of ou.r aan an in eraat Jaopar<l,y, eince thaea Ganun cnw -ban are II&Ditaating a 110at bellipnnt attitudoo and ~ at CJ¥ tia cauae a 11rioua c11aturbance. Wr would be out­nlllllbared 100 to l , Thera &),. no tin arae on tbia Ialand, we are not penaittad to O&rr7 &DT ... poaa ot &DT lcinc1 or clubs to defend ouraelna and •• would be at tha Mrciaa of an::r ot thaee cnw .-~lara or &DT aliena who U¥ auddanl.T decide on Yiol..enca due to their pbTaical and -­tal condition. 

Another aerioua condition &xiating on the leland ia the uae of i .nto:d.canta and the bringior of int.o:d.canta on the leland b7 tbia Ganoan crww and tbat we were inatrw:tad not to interfere in &liT • aJ' with an::r ot the Qenun crww bringinr liquor on to tbia raaarvation, but to report an.y c11aturbancaa or &DT Yiol..etione o! anr rulla to the o!!icera o! the Ganoan CNW. Tbaae o!!ican haYe repeahcll,y !ail..ed to cooperate and the Firat Otticar, IIR. RUPPIRT, who baa been perticul&rl,r untriendl,r and bel­liprent in bia attUuda, 1a not d1apo11d to cooper ate in enforcing dia­cipline aaong the crww .-hera who ban tree run o! the Island and treel,y COM and go to &Del troa tbia OonrnMnt reservation. 

The 0.~ crew haYe aaint.aino~d the at.titude that they will clo u thaT plAue and t.heT look upon the .&Mrican ,..arda with cont.a.pt, re&liainr t.b&t we b&YI no jurildiction or autboritT t.o auperviae &DT of their operat.ioM on t.ba Ialand. 

Sc.e of the Ooni'DMnt • pl.oree• at tbia lJIIIicr&tion atat.ion are "- to !real,r tretemile with .-blra of tbia crew and on nuMroua oocuiona I han obeerved acae o! the11 crew aembera Yiaiting one o! the 
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guard ' s cottages when the guard was on duty and his wife was alone in the 
residence. This occurs so frequently that it was general knowledge among 
the guards that the wife of one of these guards was entertaining these 
German seamen from time to time. 

These men are accorded every courtesy and are not mistreated 
in any way but they have oaintained a very superior, dominating, typically 
?russian attitude. They not only visit ~an Francisco and the Bay district 
but i t has been reported to me that they have visited Seattle, Los Angeles, 
Salt Lake City and Reno. One of the crew members was making inquiry of 
R. H. JAIIES, one of the guarde, as to the bus f.1re to New York City. 

I •rant to add to this statement that the opportunity that these 
Getman crew u:ernbers have of fraternizing with the aliens awaiting depol'­
tation on the Island, many of whom are well known in San Francisco, affords 
them ample opportunity to become acquainted with women of the undentorld 
in San Francisco and to obtain col'\fidential information from various eources. 
It was also reported to me that members of t his crew had visited l.!are 
Island Navy Yard, whore a number of important operations relating to our 
National defense are now in progress. 

I am acquainted with a number of other quards who f eel exactly 
the same as I do about this situation and who are anxious to f'ull:r cooper­
ate with the Department or Justice and f'urnish whatever information they 
may have in their possession. These guards are JOH!l J. TRarrER and I'IDJ­
LIAM FIELDS, who are on different shifts and who both live on the Island 
and may be in possession of additional information. 

I have learned while at Angel Island that an investigation was 
conducted by some representative of the Department of Justice relative to 
the crew of the S. S. COLUMBUS. In connection with this investigation I 
was not interviewed by any representat i ve <>f the Department of Justice . 
I was r-eadily available a t all times and as far as I knOI': no attempt was 
made to interview me relative to this situation. I have talked with a 
number of the guards at Angel I sland and none of the guards as far as I 
know have been interviewed by any representative of the Depa~~ent of 
Justice and conditions at tho present time are exactl y the same as they were 
heretofore. It is my opinion that this investigation was nothine more than 
a "whitewash" and I am earnestl y furnishing this in!orn~ation to the Govern­
ment for the purpose of having the Federal Bureau of Investigation informed 
f'ully or the !acts in my possession, 

5/d James H, N!!W]?Ort 
JAA!ES H. trn'IPORT 

Subscribed and Sworn to Before !Jo This Ninth Day of July, 1940, at San 
Francisco, California 

S/d Louie D. Wine 
LOUIS D. ?IIIIB, Special Agent 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Suite 1729, lll Sutter 
San Francisco, California 
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