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Major General Edwin M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear General Watson:
I am transmitting herewith a memorandum
dated October 9, 1940, pertaining to the improve-
ment of Mexican weat coast ports and the construc-
tion of the Mexican oil pipeline. This informa-
tion was obtained from a confidential source.
Sincerely yours,
St
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October 9, 1940

RE: IMPROVEMENTS OF MEXICAN
WEST COAST PORTS AND
CONSTRUCTION OF PIPELINE

A confidential informant who is in a position to

obtain information concerning negotiations such as are
described below, and who actually had an opportunity to see
a tentative agreement whish was drawn up, reports the fol-
lowing information:

1

3.

A contraect is now under study by the Department

of Haclenda and Secretary Suaresz appears to favor
the agreement. It appears likely it will be signed
in some form or the other. Licenciado Carlos Hovoa
of Haclenda has been given the commission of studying
the contract,

The Construction Aggregates Company of Chieago, Illinois,
is reported to be a holding company of & number of con-
struction subsidiaries. One Sancibar (phonstic) is said
to be direc head. In Mexico the representative is
Kenneth Edlin (phonetic). This individual does not

have & very good record either in the United States

or Mexico.

An engineer named Carlos Franco commenced the nego-
tiations some ninety days ago. The total contracts
call for a total sum of approximately 60,000,000
pesos, not ineluding the plpe line. The contracts
cover the following:

a,. Bﬂninnhrl.nddrodgin;o.!‘thnportofl?rnntan,
Tabasco, (Puerto Alvaro Obregon). This work to
cost approximately 20,000,000 pesos.

b. A dry dock in Tampleco, costing from 10,000,000 to
12,000,000 pesos.

¢. Dredging of Maztalan - three million cubic meters -
coet not yet specified.



d. Wharf and dock in Menzanillo, costing
approximately 2,000,000 pesos.

e. In the port of Topolobampo, dredging, wharf,
breakwaters, costing from 10,000,000 to 12,000,000
pesos,

f. It is possible that other harbor improvements
will be projected and considered in the nego-
tiations.

Lic. Suares asked the Comstruction Aggregates Company
tuinclud-inthnirpmpﬂulmhil&ingurmuﬂpip-lm
from the pert of Coatzaccalcos to Salina Cruz, a distance of 160
kilometers. It is indicated that the company is presently
studying this project and will send engineers to go over the
rights—of-way,

It is related that Licenciado Suarez is ineisting that
the harbor improvements be combined with the pipeline construction
or otherwise the negotiations will be diseontinued, It is under-
stood that with the signing of the contrsect the contractors will
receive 10,000,000 pesos of bonds. With the completion of a
given job or unit of the contract they will receive 25 percent
nnuhandt.habﬂmuinbmuuhu'ingﬂthintmmﬂ. A1l
bonds issued will be amortized annmually over a period of ten
years, The bonds are guaranteed by the Haclends agreeing to
recelve them in lien of cash in payment of taxes, with the
exception of the gasoline tax and probably one or two other direct
taxes of a similer nature.

In connection with the contract, it is proposed that
lhﬁkuﬂﬂﬁaﬂﬂgmd&hﬁriﬂhuiﬁﬂlhﬂhﬂiﬂhﬂh
discount the bends which the Comstruction Company receives and
to finance other public works in Mexico.

Kenneth Edlin is giving the impression that the
Construction Aggregates Company has powerful political influence
in the United States, He states that Representative Sabath of
Chieago, t}uimnnfthnlmmdllm;mtmﬂﬂmﬂm,
is one of its bmckers. The Kelly-Nash group of Chieago politicians
is also alleged to be backing it. Edlin has likewise given the
i-prnnimt.hntlmmtohubhimdthrmth-hpon—
Export Bank to finance the work. Thus, he relates that his
company will receive indirectly finaneial help from the United
States Covernment.



The Mexican Government officials state that the
American Embassy has very highly recommended the Construction
Aggregates Company.

Though Edlin appears confident of obtaining the above
contraet, with probably some changes in its terms and conditions,
the Government officials with whom the informant has talked
doubt if the deal will go through even though signed by Hacienda,
Government engineers point out that the dredges which the con-
tractors propose to use have been proven by experience to be
unsuitable. Likewise, the contract must be ratified by
Congress in order that the bonds mey be issued, and this may
take some time,

The Government unquestionably desires to use the
contracts as indicating the willingness of the American firms
to finance publiec works in Mexico, an indieation of growing
confidence in the stability of the present Mexican Government.,
The agreement likewise will be worked up to show that the
United States Government is encouraging American firms to
accept the bonds of the Mexicen Covernment.

Mr. Eenneth Edlin, mentioned above as the individual who
started the primary negotiations outlined, was formerly associated
with General Mujica in a large road contract in the State of Michoacan,
However, due to his inability to produce the finances he had agreed to,
end his faillure to donate a large sum of money to the presidential
campaign of General Mujice, he became involved with Mujica with the
result that he was arrested. Edlin was able to straighten this matter
out and he now seems to be in the good graces of certain high offiecials
of the Mexican Government. Edlin is residing at the Reforma Hotel in
Mexico City and it is reported that Mr. Sancibar (phonetie) and also
& representative of a New York law firm will be in Mexico City within
the near future to carry on further negotiations as to the matter
outlined above.
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Major General Edwin M. Watson
;I;:raury to the President ppoLASSIFIED
White House ty of
Washington, D. C. By Authority }ﬁﬂ‘gﬂ"
FEB 29 1972
EY g oo H_.___-—n——-'
Dear General Watson:

Transmitted herewith is & memorandum dated
October 14, 1940, inasmuch as I thought the President
and you would be interested in instructions issued
from Germany, referred to therein, to lmown German
esplonage agents in the United States.

With assurances of my highest regards,
Sincerely yours,

Enclosure




October 14, 1940
MESORANDUM

Through a strictly confidential source, it has been learned
that the following instructions from Germany have been issued to lkmown
German esplonage agents in the United States:

"Tell all friends that in future technical questions do not
interest as much as military questions. They are as follows
and I wish everyone would work very hard to get continually
information.

A. Exact strength of air force giving figures of flying crew
and ground crew separately.

B. Details regarding flying schools, locations, amount of
pupils, what special training, length of training, kind
of plane used for training.

€. Of special interest are all kinds of instruetion books,
especially such as are not available in open trade.

D. Of paramount importance, if pillots are specially trained
for fighting in Bagland, where are they trained, how many,
how and when they are expected to leave.

E. Are they sent vie ship or via air and what route do they
taks.

G. BIII of d'plrhn‘l.

"These questions pertain to USA as well as Cenada. It mey be
necessary to find friends in the air force itself who may be

able to give you such information. I am sending for this pur-
pose another five hundred bucks."

It is to be noted that no item designated "F" was included
in these instructions.
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Major General Edwin V. Watson DECLASSIFIED

Secretary to the FPresident B ;

The White House i ”"9‘@'—(4‘——
Washington, D. C. é.g !’i- f!fiE! 2-47- E /
Dear General Watson: Ey. Ek[ patEEB 20 EE?

I have been advised by Solicitor CGeneral
Biddle that some concern is felt over the fact that
the Bureau has been engaged in conducting an investi-
gation of Edith B. FHelm. I wanted therefore to
cdvise you fully of the JSacts in +this matter in order
that you might understand the background and reason
Jor the Bureau's investigation.

Under date of October 28, 1940, Mr. Sidney
Sherwood, Assistant Secretary of the Advisory
Commigsion to the Council of National Defense, by
letter reguested the Hurecu to conduct investigations
of a number o/ persons whose names were set Sorth in
his letter and whom he described as "per annum
employees oS the Advisory Commission to the Council
of Naotional Defense." Included in this list of names
was the name of Edith B. Helm. As a result of this
request, the Dureau initiated en investigation of the
background, qualifications, ezperience and reputation
of Edith B. Helm. The investigative reporis prepared
were itrensmitted %o Mr. Sherwood.

lir. Sherwood has requested invesitigations
over a period of time of several hundred employees of
the Advisory Commission to the Council o/ National
Defense and his request oS October 25, 1940 was
congidered ag a routine inquiry. There was nothing

in Mr. Sherwood's request which would identify Edith B.

Helm as Mrs. Roosevelt's secretary. The investigation
wes immediately discontinued upon the indication of
Mre. Biddle that Sfurther inguiry was not desired.
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Major General Edwin M. Watson -2 =

Having been informed that some guesiion
has been raised as to the propriety of the Burecu's
investigation in this case, I thought possibly the
Preaident and you would be interested in knowing why
this investigation was initiacted and conducted.

Fith kind regards,

Sincerely pours,

. ihqmnnﬂ#ﬁ#h
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Federal Burean of Fmestigation
Hnited Stutes Brpartment of Justice
Washington, B. €.

May 12, 1541

Major Feneral FEdwin M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, De. C.

Dear GFeneral Watson:

I thought you might be interested in a poll which will
be published in Look Magazine which will be on the newstands
on Moy ©0. This poll was conducted by the Columbia Survey
and the results of the poll were confidentially furnished the
Bureau.

"The following are the results of the poll of Congress
made by the Columbia Survey Inc. of Washingion for a national
magazine;

l. QUESTION: Do you approve American convoys ito England
i believed necessary to prevent British defeat by

Hitler?

Yes Eop

No 807
QUESTION: Do you faver change of the selective service
draft ages?

Yes 693

No 27%

Not at present time 4%

If so, to what ages and for what lengths of service?

S'.‘;ar‘.'.: at 17 la Stafp at ég o
18 41%
" ® 1R 4% : : 21 25%
ﬁ : 20 4% & £ 22 &%
21 4% . o k3 6
over 21 1% 24 1%

n n 35 35%'
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“pgt 3 28
over 31 6%

(Thus, in comparison with the present draft ages of 21

to 36, it is seen that the Congressional trend is toward

a shorter and earlier span of draf't ages. For example,
the suggested span of years drawing the highest support

- 17% - was from 18 to 21; second highest support went

to the span of 18 to 30, with 6% backing that.)

(Lengths) Overwhelming support went to the present service
length of one year. Only 10% want less than one year,
while only 3% want from 1# to 2 years and only 3% waent
three years.

3. QUESTION: Do you believe the U. S. will go to war
against Germany?

Tes 30% Don't know 1%
No 58% Hope not 1%
Probably 6% No answer 19

In war now

If so, when? ]
By July first 8%

By October
This year 1%
1942 1%

QUESTION: Do you believe the U. 8. will go to war
against Japan?

Yes 15%
No 75%
Probably 6%
No answer 6%

If so, when?
By July first 10%
By October 6%

4. QUESTION: Do you think any part of the defense program
is being handled poorly?

Yes 854
Neo 18
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If so, which part?
(Parts reported by the Congressmen as being handled
poorly fall into 13 categories, as follows.)

All parts 7%
Labor strikes and troubles 427
Taz program 15%
Ezcessive profits 13%
Wasteful spending 8%
Production 7%
Favoritism to big firms 3%
Location of plants 1%
Administration 6%
Authority too divided 3%
Airplane production 3%
Cantonment construction 3%
Sabotage and subversive acts 3%

QUESTION: What is your general impression of progress
of the defense program to dater?

Favorable 499 Unfavorable 429
Favorable, with No answer 4%
erceptions 5%

QUESTION: What do those sections of American people
you observe think of the progress of the defense program
io dater? .

Favorable 447

Mainly favorable 6%

Unfavorable 45%

No answer 52

QUESTION: Do you favor the Government's present methods
of handling defense labor controversies?

Yes 24%

Partly 3%

No

s
No answer féu

¥ith assurances of my highest regarda,
Sincerely yours,

Yot
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DIRECTOR

Federal Bureau of Fmuestipation
Wnited Stutes Bepartment of Justice
Washington, B. €.

September 17, 1941

PERSONAL
Miss Grace Tully

The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Miss Tully:

The President referred to me on September

6, 1941, a letter from Mr. Shaemas 0'Sheel, 335 West
~—IXTh Strset, New York City, in which Hr. D'Sheel

asked the President to have his personal representative
canvass the possible usefulness of arranging for Mr.
0 'Sheel to talk to Fritz Duquesne, who is the subject
of gn espionage case now on trial in Brooklyn, New
York.

In compliance with the President's instruct-
ions I arranged for one of my personal representatives
to contact Mr. 0'Sheel in New York. Mr. 0'Sheel was
advised that this Bureau had no objection whatsoever
if he desired to interview iritz Duquesne and would be
very glad to receive any information he might develop
as a result of such interview. It was pointed out to
Ur. 0'Sheel that since Dugquesne is presently on trial
it would be improper for a representative of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation to arrange the inter-
view. At his request the United States Attorney was
contacted and he also advised that he did not consider
it advisable for him to arrange such an interview at
this time. JFor this reason Mr. 0'Sheel indicated he
would withhold conducting an interview with Duguesne
until completion of the present trial.

Sincerely,

H—quﬂcﬁmna



11}, Urn41ﬁ{
341

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Beptember 6, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. J. EDGAR HOOVER

Will you do this? Bee
last paragraph -- and you oan tell
your men that I have known 0'Sheel
for many years and think he 1i»s
all right.

Enoclosure

Letter from Shaemas 0'Sheel, 335 West 1lith St.,
NYC, 9/4/41 to the President. In re Col.

Fritz Duquesne, who has been accused of espionage
or sabotage or both, in the interests of the
Nazi Govt. Mr. 0'Sheel states that Col,

Duquesne is a friend of his and he would like to
have an opportunity to talk with him in the hope
that Col. Duguesne could be induced to talk,
wither by arousing his suspicion that he was
betrayed and duped by the Nazis, or by touching

his conscience and awakeni f
enormity of his course gﬁ gﬁr%iggnﬁitier?ha
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 28, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
EDCAR HOOVER:

I epoke to the Attorney General
about the Hohenlohe case and he assures
me that he has broken up the romance.
Also, he thinke it best not to change
the present domieile as the person in
question is much easier to wateh at that
place, élllll do a confidential recheck

for me,

F.D.R,
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WASHINGTON

January 21, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, J. EDGAR HOOVER

¥hat is be done about
William Dudley Pe 7?7 I am
told that he has started a new
publication called "The Galilean®
and that some of the stuff appear-
ing therein comes pretty close
to being seditiousa.

Now that we are in the war
it looks like a good chance to
clean lnmbtr of these vile
publica

F. D. R.
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Board CAREER OF BORIS HRASOL
Eﬁ;;nz.xahn In New York City at 230 Riverside Drive there lives a man
B Ot whose writings are used as source material by the Propaganda Ministry

of the Third Relch and whose brutal bonst is that certain of his books
"have done more harm to the Jows than ten pogroms." His neme is Boris
Brasol.

Prof. F. L. Schuman
Jehannes Steel
Leland Stowe
Wythe Williams

For years Brusol has been collaborating with pro=Noei White
Russiens, Jepanese agents mnd native Fifth Columnistas, Himself o key
man in the Russiun fascist movement, ho has served us a fooal point in
the United Btates for international Axis intrigues His speciality is
fomenting ruce hatred, and his accomplishments in this field have won
him world-wide notoriety,

Boris Brascl was born in Poltava, Russia, in 1885, He studisd
lew at the University of St. Petersburg and in 1910 beecams Prosecuting
Attorney for the St. Petersburg Supreme Court. An ardent supporter of
the Czar's feudalistic regime, he cooperated closely with the Imperinl
goeret poliee in epposing democratic trends among the Russian people,
In 1916 he came to the United Stntes us the Russian representative to
the Inter=pllied Conference in New York Citye When the Russian Revolu-
ticn cecurred in 1917, Brasol decided his safest ecourss would bes to ro=-
main in the United Btatcs. Labeling himself an "expert on Russian law,”
he began practising in New York. Offieially, this continues to be his
prefosaion,

It is Brasol's unofficial luboers, howsver, that are of inter-
este One of the earlivst of these was distributing in the United Stotes
translations of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. This infamous for-
gory, purporting to rovenl o ves 1 conspiracy to create a world-
wide diotatorship, had besn used by the Czar's government to provoke
anti-Semitic agitation and pogroms. By spremding the wretched conard of
the Protocols in Amerion, Brascl sought to rally support for the White
Russlans and to convince public opinion that the "Red Revolution" wns
part of the "international Jewish conspirney." Through Brasol's efforts
the Protoocols reached Henry Ford, who roprinted them in his Dearborn In-
dependents Brasol even managed to have a copy of the Protocols pluced
in the files of the U. 8. Becret Service as an expluna®lon of The Rus-
sinn Revolution, }

A prolifie wuthor himself, Brasol began writing books filled
with anti-Semitic propagenda, Tho World at the (Crosas Roods, published
in Boston in 18921, typifies the Jew= ng arature ch flowed so
easlly from his pens The book contends thet the Russian Rovolution was

"The contents of The Hewr are not copyrighted and may be freely reprinted -

-.-.III
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instigated, financed and led by Jews; and desoribes the overthrow of
the Czar and consequent lnternational developments as a "sinister
movement in which the Jews of the world and Mr. Wilson have become
partners,"

Feeling an intense nostalgia for the days of the Crzarist
sutoeracy, Brasol plotted tirelessly with other White Russian emigres
against the Soviets. Jew-baiting pleyed & major role in their propa=-
gande work. One of Brasol's fellow conspirators was the notorious po-
gromict Major-General Count V. Cherep-Spirodovitoh, to whom Brascl
wrote in a letter on July 1, 1621,

"Within the last year I have written three books
which have done more harm to the Jews than ten pogroms
would have done them,"

Brasol's Current Activitias

When Adolf Hitler came to power in Germany, the Russian
faseists throughout the world saw new hope for the overthrow of the
Soviets. Der Fushror promised to smash the Bolsheviks, and the Rus=-
sien White Guards took him at his word. Their colonies in Germany and
Japan became centers of pro-Naxl intrigue. In Harbin, Japan, the Rus-
sian fascists organized an army to be placed at Hitler's disposal.

In the United 8totes Brascl created the Russian-American Na-
tional Committee, a coalition of anti-Semitic, pro=Nazi and Pro=Jopan-
ese White Guard groups, The Committee concentrates on tuilding proe
Aris end anti-Soviet sentiment. It has brought into the United Staotes
Propaganda materisl issued by Russian fascists in the employ of Japan.
One of tho most recent of these was s leaflet distributed by Brascl in
the tens of thousands, entitled ®Declaration of the Russian Emigrant
Colony in Shanghai.® The Declaration, n vitriolic attamock on the Soviet
Union, speaks hopefully of "the inevitable collapse™ of Russia in the
present war and of the "New Order" to follow -- presumably that which
Adelf Hitler will establish. MAmong the groups listed ms signers of
the Decloration is the Russian Fascist Union.

A typicel exeerpt from the Shanghai Declaration statesy "We
evaluate the present German-Soviet war as a means for the liberntion
of our Motherland from the communist yoke.,"

{An interssting sidelight is that Brasol erranged for gopies
of this Declaration to be distributed by the America First Committee,
an organization which he held in high regord. He had his own Russian
faseist representatives, such as Baron Carl R. Wrangell, in high places
in the Committee.) .

Brasol's Russian=pmerican Nationel Cormittes has consistently
attacked President Roosevelt for sending aid to Russiam. No opportunity
hus been overlooked by Erasol for ereating a bremch in the anti-Axis
front.

The contents of The Hour are notf copyrighted and may be freely reprinted
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Brasol's Connection With Res siyn

Brasocl has ccoperated closely with the New York pro=fascist Rus-
sian newspaper Rossiya. This publication has meintained intimate contacts
with Japanese agents, as well as with the Nazis. .The most important of
the Japanese agents are two Russian fasolsts, Constantine Radzaeveky and
G« M. Semenoff. Radcaevsky has supplied the paper with regular material
from the Far East, where he operates under the direction of Tokyo. Bemen-
off, snother Rossiya correspondent, is regarded es one of Jopan's key ecs-
pionoge and propagonda sgents in the Far Bast, from where he sends fre-
quent dispatches to Ruusi;.:n.

Brascl Interviswed by Tha Hour

On January 15 Boris Brasol was interviewed by The Hour ot his
office in Room 1409, 2 West 46th Strest, New York City. ~Brasol denied he
is pro-Nazi but stated that a Russian victory over Hitler's ermy on the
sastern front would be a ealemity for the United Stetes. He declared he
is not anti=Semitic but added that the Jews are responsible for communlsme
He sald he carried on no dealings with Amorican Fifth Columnists, but was
foroed by us to ndmit he hed been meeting with George Paganelll, notorious
Us 5. fosoist agent (for Paganelli's rcoord see The Hour for August 2,1941)

A portion of our conversation with Boris Brasol follows;

Q: Isn't it true, Mr, Brasol, that your commlttee has cooperated
with Russian fascists opersting under Japanese supervision?

At Thet's an absclute falsshood,

Q: Do you consider the Russian Faselst Union a fasclst organiza-
tion?

Ar Of course,

Qs Well, here's o document (showing it to him) which you have
been distributing under your organizetion's neme, Thils document is signed
by the Russian Fascist Union and originated from Jopanese-controlled terri-
tory.

As (after pause) Well, that's an exceptional cuse.

The intorview encded with Brasol's compleining bitterly of having
been attecked by the "gutter press" in the United Btates. He declared
thet in Czarist Russia people were never perseouted in such a manner,

Need for Investigatlion

Boris Brasol moves in high cireles in this country. His con-
taots ineclude prominemt businesamen, peliticians, professors in leading
universitics, He boests of his "friends in Washington®™ and is said to
have powerful connections in the State Department. At a time when Hitler
and his nllies are so desperately striving to disrupt the democracics,the
perverted tolents of such o man are in particular demand by the Axis pow=
ers, Today Brosol constitutes more of a menace thoun ever before to the
unity of the American pooples The Hour therefore urges that the Depart-
ment of Justice sonduct an immediste investigation of the current notivi-

ties of Borls Brasol.
L - . - -

The comtents of The Hour are not copyrighted and may be freely reprinted
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PELLEY BOOSTS JAPAN'S CAUSE

Bilver Shirter William Dudley Pelley, whose connections with
the Tokyo Propsganda Ministry were revealed in The Hour on December 7,
1840, is currently publishing a new magazine whIoh ridicules the war
effort of the United States and Great Britain, and prooclaims the in=-
evitability of a Jupanese victory. The name of the publication is
The Galilean. It 1s issued weekly by the Fellowship Press, Ino.,
Tox 1477, Indianapolis, Indiana,

The December 29, 1941, issue of The Galilean gloats over the
initial reverses that have been suffered by U. 5. armed forces in the
Pacifie. In an article entitled "Nippon Orabs the Lead," Pelley ob-
86rVesy

¥ ess Tie onvision the Mikodo remarking to the White
House Spokesmany 'So Honorabls Hyde-Parker wishes honor-
able boom=boom eh? Very pleased to accommodate.' And
before his onvoys had finished their bowing, twelve to
fifteen -of America's finest ships of the lino were kicking
their propellers shomefully in the air, the Pearl Harbor
flying field looked like an abandoned WFA project in
Keokuk, and Genernl MacArthur found himself isoclated on
an acreage of Philippine shore, wondering how he wns going
to stave off two million Oriemtal China=War vetorans with
forty squirrel rifles and a trumk of White House manu=
soripts.”

Another article "British Lion Gored,"™ contains this typiocal
plece of Axis propagandag

Mhether the average Americen cares to accredit it or

not, the losses which Britain hns teken in the Far East

in the past two woeks, may mean the end of the war. With
Bingapore gone, India must go, too == for the people of
India will not be slow in seizing their opportunities to
throw off British rule with the English chased out of the
Orient and no British warships to enfores London's decrees.”

The attacks on the Roosevelt Administration are partiocularly
venomous. MAn article, hended "Ingloricus Wash-Up of New Dealiam," blames
the President for having "driven the sons of Ameriea's plain people®
into this war through "intentionally-bed diplomecy." The war, according
to Pelley, will not terminnte as the Administration hopes it will --
that is, in a defeat of the Axis powers =-- but will achieve the “end
of the vexotious Jewish Question." Hitler and his allies will not be
held to blame for the suffering caused by the war, says the 8ilver
ghirter, but the Roosevelt Administration and the Jewish people willy

"Somobody should, in all kindness, ndvise Mr. White House
S8pokoamon exactly how hard=headed Midwesterners regard

The contents of The Hour are mol capyrighted and may be frecly reprinted
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the catastrophe that terminates the New Deal dynasty.

sss The Jupanese, Germans and Itallans will be too far
awny and inoccessible [fo be held responsible for the
war] s But the Israslites will not be too far awny and
inncoessibles They will have representatives no ferther
owoy than tho nearest eorners e« The plain people of
America 'who know nll about the Jews' by reason of having
suffered their cocentricities during nine years of New-
Denlism, may well act upon their own instinets in those
moments ™

As & loyal servant of the Axis and a traiter to the United
States, William Dudley Pelley has redoubled his efforts to stir up ani-
mosity ogninst the leadership of thls country and to promote dissension
omong the American pecplas

The Hour askss how much longer will this Nazi hireling be per-
mitted to olroulnte his tremsonanble propsgaganda?

. ® ¥ ¥ @

HUDSON PRECAUTION

The December 22, 1941, issue of America In Dangerid, the gub=
versive bulletin published by Charles B. Hudson In Umaha, Nebraska, in-
oludes this significant communts "NOTICEs If any soldier receives A,I1.DI

bulletin, I did not send it, If any subsoriber joins jrmod Forces, advise
me so I oan remove such name from A.I.DJ mailing list,"

Apparently Hudson is well aware of the seditious character of
his publication.

® B » ® W

DESTINY PARTY DISCONTINUES SECRET MEETINGS

The Hour learns that the American Destiny Party, the stormtroop
band headed by Fifth Columnist Joseph E, McWilliams, is temporarily dis-
continuing the seoret meetings its membership has been holding since
America emtered the ware A confidential memorandum issued by the Destiny
Party leadership exploins that these meetings are being discontimied
"beoause of a progressive falling off in sttendance, indicating a lack
of interest,” We are relisbly informed, however, that the leaders of
the pro=Nazi group have deocided it is too risky to continue holding mem=
bership meetings, even in secrets Their future policy will be to carry
on their subversive sotivities as a locsely-imit, underground organiza=-
tion of individusnls who perliodically receive directives from the inner
cirele,

The contents of The Nowr are mat copyrighted and may be freely reprinted
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THE WHITE HOUSE
| WASHINGTON
February 11, 194Z2.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

In regard to the Trinidad
matter about which Jack Carter
spoke to you yesterday, ur.

J. Edgar Hoover is all set to

I——

go ahead with it but the latter

would personally feel happier
about it if he or Carter were
allowed to advise Berle. They
fear that if the State Depart-
ment hears about it they might

get very angry.

G. G. T.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 3, 1942.

MESORANDUM FOR
EDGAR HOOVER:

Have you pretty well cleaned
out the alien waiters in the principal
Washington hotels. Altogether too mueh
conversation in the dining roomsl

F.D.R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE ¥

WASHINGTON

April 17, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Will you please speak %o
me about this?

F.D,.R,

Confidential memo from J. Edgar Hoover
April 15 re alien walters in Wash, Hotels

DECLASSIFIFD
55 - the U.R8,
_ FEB 2 1972



Respectfully forwarded to the President.

- - -

Hoover's answer to query of the President on
April second, concerning situation of alien

mmm being employed in principal Washingtam
hotels.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 17, 1942.

F. D. R.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivigpt of the U.S8.

By W. J. Stewari Iulr.:FEB 29 ?9?2
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June 19, 1942
OOy DECLASSIFIED ;
; By Authority uf,gu‘ﬂ&‘y_{-.
\ & J L N 1 N / ,."(
MENORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT By %5 ratd EB 29 1972

On Jume 13, 1942, at 1130 A.M. an ynasmed Coast Guard Patrolmen
near Aragansett, hﬁmmmmt--m
mn-mmmm:—tmuuhmh
Patrolman with a gun, gave him $260 and told him to lmep his mouth shut.

Subsequently members of the Coast Guard returned to the spot, one
of them thought be saw the silhoustte of o submarine off shore; upon
m-m“nrmmmm—-m
available for bembing wessels or fastories. There was algo digcovered
mmum-ﬂwﬂm—m-muuuun
in Oerman,

; 1mn-hnmnh-uunn--nmm-¢
used on each &ift of twslve hours, Every effort has been made to
avolid publicity.

The Eastern and Qulf Coastal Commands have beer cawtioned by the
nmmdhmdmmw_mu
the nmber and strength of the Coast Guard patrole bas been substantially
increased,

So far as 1 imow, this is the firet discovery of definite evidence
of sabotage by German Agents. I shall, of course, keep you informed.

Respectfully suimdtted, :

Frencis b
Mtomay Gemral



m—
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER F""IIF g
DIRECTOR

Frderal Bureau of Fiwestipation
Hntted States Department of Justicr

Washington, B. €.

I'.
Honorakle Marvin H. MeIntyrs DECLASSIFIED 1 5 !
Secretary to the President By Authority ofig = ¥
The White Houes TS, G TR AL A
Washington, D, C. Rept Ll 12 19°¢ 1'

197
Dear Marving sy W AR

In accordance with our recent telephone conversationm,
I am tranemitting herewlth for the information of the President
a memorandum outlining the developments in comnection with the
apprehension of two groups of German saboteurs who landed in
the United States.

With assurances of my highest regards, '
Sincerely,

a.‘&.%wi

Inclosure




- uuw
H

i
hm_m
wmm m
L ,m
nMMMwwm

]
ummmmﬂ

HTHE

M??;I'MZ

4 mmmh

mn

Mtd 1 52
i bl il
I3t it
mm # m g wmmmm
HIA R
: hwwm : Mmmmh mhw
. mwm%mmmm m“mwmmmmmw
| [ ity
: mmwmm Py

mumMmMmm mmwm. |
m mmm W&hmwm

Mm



)

with four waterproof cases contsining high explosives, disguised bombs, tim-
ing machanisms, detonators and incendlary material. This equipment is of the
most modern type and the mechanical devices are of exceptional quality,

On June 20, 1942, Hobert Quirin, Helnrich Helnck, and Ernest Peter
Burger were apprehended in New York City by Special Agents of the Federal
Burean of Investigation. The leader of the group, George John Dasch, was
apprehended by Special Agenta of the FBI on June 22, 1942, at New York City.

O Juno 23, 1942, Edward Jobn Kerling, leader of Group No. 2,
and Wernar Thiel were ap rehended in New York City by Agents of the FEI.
Herbert Houpt and Hermann Neubauer were apprehended on Juns 27, 1942, in
Chieago, Illinois. The cache of explosives, bowbs and other ssbotage devices
of Oroup No. 2 have been located in Florida.

At the time the sembers of Oroup No, 1 were taken into custody,
they had in their possession American money amounting to 250,806.15. The
mesbers of Group No. 2 had $58,942.61 in American monsy in their possession,
or a total of §149,748.76 having been cbtained from both groups. This money
had been furnished to these men for the purpose of carrying out their
sabotage mctivities in the United States.

Interrogation of these men has revealed that they recelved approx-
imately four weeks' traiming at & sabotage school operated by the High Cosmand
of the German Army. This treining consisted of theoretical and practical
training with explosives, timing devices, incendlary materlials, as well as
secrot writing and simllar subjects. This school is located near Berlin, and
part of the training consisted of taking the men throupgh industrial plants,
rallroad shopa, and other facilities in Germmy for the purpose of explaining
the most efficient places and the manner in which to commit sabotage.

Spocific instructions in Germany to destroy the plants of the
Auminum Corporation of America at Alcoa, Tennessee, Massena, New York, and
East 5t. Louls, Tllincdsy the Cryolite Flant in Philadelphia; and to attack
the Chesapeake and Chio Railroad and the Fennsylvania Reilroad and bridges
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON / b

July 11, 1942,
NEMORANDUM FOR THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL!

Unless the tion Berviee cleans
up onse and for all faveritism shown
that Hohenlohe woman, I will have %o
m-tmthntxgnmg.{;u&
ve U}
“‘: ﬂfﬁ:wh.:ﬂwuuhl

that to be receiving
h'ﬂlm:!.- sane Shing is said %o be

in the case of her son who is held at
Ellis Island,

Hone this is getting $o be the
tud-l'. 21 that s for very drastie



’

Presant status of Princess Stefanie von
Hohenlohe Waldenburg and her son Frans Hohenlohe,
as requested by the President.

The Princess is interned at the Immigratlon
and Naturalization Service Station at Gloucester,
N.Y¥., apparently for the duration, where she
appears to be receiving special privileges. The
son is still held at Ellis Island, pending hearing
by Alien Enemy Hearing Board which will determine
whether he will be detained for the duration.



FOGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

Federal Bureay of Imestigation
Hnited States Department of Justice
Washington, B. @.

JUN 19 1847

PERSONAL AMND
BY SPEC

Major General Edwin M., Watson DECLASSIFIED
Secretary to the President By Authority o
The White House

Washington, D. C. &Lﬂj_“ Bm [2-15-b]
By J{\p{ pate FEB 29 1972
f

Dear General Watsont

This will acknowledge the President's memorandum dated
June 17, 1942, in which he made inguiry concerning the present
status of Princess Stefanie von Hohenlohe \'aldenburg and her son,
Franz Hohenlohe,

Princess Hohenlohe is Presently interned at the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service Station at Gloucester, New Jersey,
and from all appearances will remain there for the duration, She
apparently has not been in contact with Major Lemuel B. Schofield
of the Immigration and Naturalization Service but it has been
reported by a confidentinl source that she hag been allowed certain
privileges of the grounds there which are not accorded the other
internees. In this regard, it is reported that her mother ig
allowed to visit with her at any time and during such visits is
permitted to converse with the Princess alone, Such activity ig
said to be contrary to the existing rules of the Service Station
where definite visiting hourg are in effect and no internees are
allowed to converse with outsiders except in the bresence of a
censor. It was further reported that the Service Station officers
of the Immigration and Naturalization Service are noticeably
friendly toward the Princess. In this regard, it was stated that
on one occasion an Ingpector was seen to be walking about the
grounds with his arm around the Princess conversing with her,
Princess Hohenlohe is said:-to be im good physical condition
although in the paet she has loudly complained of her health,
saying that her internment ig further abusing it,
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Major General Edwin M, Watson - 8-

Franz Hohenlohe, the Princess' son, is still being held
at Ellis Island pending & hearing by the Alien Enemy Hearing
Board which will determine whether he will be detained for the
duration of the war. However, on May 1, 1942, he wrote a letter
to his mother, the Princess, from which the following quotation
is taken:

"Lemmy found me looking so well when he was here
for the week end that he couldn't get over it., We
get out into the yard twice a day now. Inecidentally,
I thought it extremely nice of him to visit me. Of
course I had asked him to come; not that I had anything
in particular to tell him, but I thought it would be
nice to see him again, He told me he was terribly sorry
I was in here and how he hoped that I would soon be out.
Aleo that the F.B.I. had not been able to find anything
againat me, mich =& they had tried. Then he asgked
whether I needed anything and whether he could send me
something; but Mrs, Park keeps me so well supplied with
everything under the sun, from fruit and flowers to
stamps and toiletries that there was nothing at the
moment I needed.™

You may be assured that any further information received
concerning this matter which would be of interest to the President
and you will be transmitted to you immediately.

With assurances of my highest regards,

Sincerely yours,



(DFfice of the Attorney General
Washington,B.C. /

A,
July 3, 19%2 zr: ,ri{/,,ku

My dear Mr. President:

Immediately following receipt of andm of July 11,
concerning the Princess von Hohenlohs her son, T sent my Executive
Assistant, Mr. Carusi, to Gloucester City, New Jersey, and Ellis Island,
to make a tharough inquiry into the situation.

Following an examination of the regulatioms and records, and after
talicing at great length with mamy of the alien detainees as well as the
officers and employees of both stations, he reported to me that he found
no substantiation of the charge that faworitism was being shown these two
persons, and, indeed, that all evidence he could obtain disproved it.

In checking with Director Hoover of the FBI, I learned that the

information which he had received from confidential scurces indicating
favoritism was accepted by him as gossip and rumor not worthy of inves—
tigation. He bad no corroboration of the statements, nor did he sesk
any.

Nevertheless, in order that ground for suspicion might be removed,
the Princess von Hohenlohe was transferred last week to the intermment
center at Seagoville, Texas, Xarl Harrison, the new Commissiomer of Immi-
gration and Naturalization is, of course, aware of the reasons for the
transfer, and I have every confidence that he will keep a watchful eye
on the situatiom.



Msm,mm,m:mmm-mmm;
the review of his case was expedited, and he has now been interned.
From now on he will be in the custody of the War Department.

In my judgment, this is a satisfactory disposition of the
mattar.

Respectfully yours,

WM

Attomey General

The Presidant
The White House






THE WHITE HOUSE
AUG. Bth

GIVE T0 THE PHESIUENT WHEN
ME RETUSNS FROM SHANGRI-La.
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Current reports on Mrs. Eleanor Hartshorne
Richards, the Princess Stefanie von Hohenlohe
Waldenburg, and her son, Prince Franz Joseph
Rodolf Hans von Hohenlohe Waldenburg - in
raulc)::lme to the President's query of July twenty-
sec
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Major Gemeral Edwis M, Watson =

to the President Yadicos
The White Eouss ¥
Waahingten, D, G, DECLASBIFIED

By Authority o -

l | - B lal
Dear Gensral Watsons 3 U p“fEB
Refersnce is made te the memorandum of the
Fresident dated July 22, 1942, recent informa-
tica concerzing the sctivities of Mra. Hartshorne

* Rishards and alsc any further infermation conceroing
Frincess w-mmmmmmm son,
Frang,

Thars are transsitted herewith memerands netting
forth sdditionsl information ressived in this regerd,

With sssurances of =y highesst regarda,
Sincerely yours,

T
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MEMORANDUNM

RE: MRS, ELEANOR HARTSEHORNE RICHARDS

This memorandum reflects information obtained concerning Mre,.
Eleanor Hartshorne Richerds subsequent to that previcusly furnished on
May 8, 1542,

The chauffeur of Mrs, Richards, Frans Adolph Ludwig Schefe, was
taken into oustody om March 5, 1§42, as a dangercus alien enemy, At that
time it was found he had access to a short-wave radio, a 22 caliber Colt
Woodsman pistol, a 16 m.m., Eastman movie camera, and e Leica camera, these
artioles being the property of Mrs, Richards, with whom Schefe lived, Om
May 28, 1942, Schefe was afforded a hearing before Alien Enemy Heering Board
No, 4, Bouthern Distriot of New York, which Mrs. Richards attended as Schefe's
friend,

Mres, Richards was emthusiastic im her sfforts to have Schefe re-
leased, unconditionally or on parole, and stated she was willing to furnish
any bond necessary and would do amything she could to obtain the release of
this person, The Hearing Board was definitely of the opinion that Mrs, Richards
would not be a proper person to sponsor Schefe should he be released on parcle.
During the hearing afforded Schefe, Mrs, Richards' conduct was such that the
Board threatened to remove her from the hearing, B8he insisted upon answering
questions msked Bohefs by the United States Attorney and members of the Board
before Schefe had ancppertunity to snswer, imsisting that Schefe did not under-
stand the gquestions, An example of her coaduct at this time was indicated by
the fact that Schefe himself refuted certain statements made by Mrs. Richards,
although the sanswer given by him was to his detriment,

Information has now been received that Schefe, on July 1, 1942, was
ordered paroled by the Attorney Gemeral for the duration of the war,
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MEMORANDUNM

RE: PRINCESS STEFANIE VON HOHENLOHE WALDENBURG

Information contained in this memorandum pertains only to the
relationship between Princess Stefanie won Hohenlohe Waldeaburg and Major
Lemuel B, Schofield, Head of the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
since her intermment,

On December 8, 1941, Princess Hohenlohe was taken into ocustody
by the Immigration and Naturalization Service as an alien snemy at the
Hotel Philadelphian, Philadelphim, Pennsylvania, where she was reglstered
&3 Mary Reihert, She was given a hearing before ths Alien Enemy Control
Board, Philadelphia, on December 19, 1941, and om February 13, 1942, the
Attorney General ordered her interned for the duration of the war, B8inoe
that time she has been detained at the Immigration and Naturalizationm
Btation at Gloucester, New Jersey,

Reports have been received from time to time oconcerning certain
privileges which have been granted to the Princess, allegedly in view of her
association with Major Lemuel B. Schofield, Head of the Immigration and
Haturalisation Bervice,

Shortly before her arrival at the Immigration Station at Gloucester,
the Prinoess complained of illness and was confined to the female dormi tory
under a dootor's oare, Examination indicated she had a tumor. A dostoer of
the United States Public Health Service, after examination of the Prinocess,
recommended that she receive outside hospitalimtion, This ocondition was
called to the attention of the office of the United States Attorney at
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and subsequent word was received that the
ment had ordered Princess Hohenlohe removed to the place of her cholse for
hospitalization and appropriate safeguard. Princess Hohenlohe requested
that she be removed to the Jefferson Hospital im FPhiladelphia,

In this regard it is interesting to note that on February 2, 1942,
the Prinoess wrote her mother, Baroness Maria Bzepessy, a letter in whish
she issued the followlng instructionms:

"Tell Lempy the mame of the hospital is the Jefferson, To speak
to the reporters so that they may not molest you mo longer, Tell Lempy
they came from the paper oalled the Record, Ask Lempy to communicate with
Fransie and Collins and read everything over before it is published., Don't
tr:_r%. Bhould you want anything get first the permission. Ask Tor

ow, F.8. Tell Lempy I have been told the reason I am hers is
because I am an alien enemy, By now Hungarians are no longer enemy alisns
8o why am I here any longer,"



The individual referred to as Leapy is believed to be idemtioal
with Major Behofield,

On February E0, 1842, the Princess was transferred from the
Immigration and Faturalization Station st Clasester, New Jersey, to the
Bt. Agmes Hospital, Fhiladelphia, Pemnsylvacias, for medioal attention, BShe
was subseguently returmed to the Staticm.

Information, whioh has not besn confirmed, was received from a
confidentinl soures, indicating that Pat MeQuen, an investigator in the
Bpecial Inspeoticn Unit, Immigration and Naturalization Serviecs, Fhiladelphia,
has on coomniom woted as a ohauffeur for Baroness Ssepessy, mother of tha
Princess. It was determined that the Barcness visited Major Schofield's
private office in the Morse Bullding, Philadelphism, several times sach week,

Information was recelved on June 26, 1942, from m confidential
source that the Friocess is permitted spesial privileges through her oone
nection with Major Schofield., In thim regard, it was stated, she is allowed
to leave the interoment cmmp under guard to go to the halrdresser and gen-
srally "do the town.” The relisbility of thls scurce is not kmown,

Information was aleo recelved from m confldemtial source oloss
%o the officisls at the Tmmigratiom and Naturalirstiom Statlon at Glaxoestsr
that Major Bchofleld visited the Prizcess at the Issigration Statiom on
Thursday, July 8, snd Sunday, July 12, 1942, Om sach cooasion, it waa said,
be arrived at the Issigration Station at 9100 p.m, and stayed untll midnight,
This same source continued that the Princess doss receivs more attantisn and
mare privileges thas the other allens who are detaloed at the Immigration
Gtatlion. For sxample, it wes said that she is allowsd more recreation
privileges and is generally allowsd to do as she wishes.

With regard to Baroness Ssepessy, it is reported that cm July 17,
1942, she went to the Immigratiom Station wt 1,10 p.w., and remained thers
until 4130 p.m, Onm Bunday, July 19, 1942, she arrived at the Station at
1100 p.m, snd remsised thers uatil &30 p.m. She allegedly was reported to
be walking on the grounds in company with her daughter. Om July 20, 194z,
shs arrived st the Issigration Statlem st 1,00 Pems and did not return to
har residense, the Whittier Hotel, 140 North 15th Street, Fhiladelphie, umtil
8100 pum, Om July 22, 1942, she made snother visit to the Station, arriving
there at 1o00 pumy and leaving st approximately 6400 p.m. In commsstion with
these vislts, 1%t has been determined that the visiting hours at the Station
are from £400 mum. to 4130 p.m, on week dayn, during which time sach interues
ir allowsd twenty-minute visits dally, ¥No interness are allowed to have
visitors on Sunday,



Information has also been recelved that Heary Mulle, Immigratiocn
Inspector stationed at the Glapester Statiom, is in constant contast with
the Frincess and her mother, Baroness Ssepessy, On July 18, 1942, he tele-
phoned the Baroness' hotel, leaving a message that he would intervlew her on
Sunday afternmcon, July l&th, At 6:350 p.ms on July 23rd, it is reported that
Mulle telephonically advised Mr, R. T. Kelly, clerk at the Hotel Whittier,
that the Baroness was at the Immigration Station and would remain there over-
night, He asked whether there were any messages for her, Kelly advised that
there was one telegram and Mulle imstructed him to open it md read it. KHelly
did so snd read as follows: "Applying for passport, Fran:zi,”

On July 24, 1942, at 10:20 a,m,, it was sald the Baroness left the
Wihittier Hotel with a suitoase or overnight bag, advising hotel clerk F. J,
Kuhn that she was going to the Immigration snd Naturalizatiom Btation at
Glapester to visit her daughter md would remain there over the weekend, in
view of the faot that her daughter was ill,

It was the opinion of a confidential informant, who is close to the
asuthorities at the Immigration Station at Glousester and who is in a position
to lmow, that the Princess is presently in good physioal condition, This in-
formant stated, however, that the Princess continually pretends to be ill and
to have fainting spells, These spells ocour only when the Frimcess is taken
out of the barrier %o the visitor's room or when any persons, preferably men,
are present to offer her sympathy, It was said that inasmuch as the matrons
in charge of the women's sectiom of the Station do not cater to the Princeas,
she does not indulge in thess fainting spells in her quarters,

This same souroe oontinued that when Dr, Harold 8, Rambo, United
States Publio Health Bervice, with offices at 6518 Wayne Avenus, Germantown,
Philadelphia, comes to visit the Princess, she pretends illness snd goes to
bed, Immediately upon his departure, she arises and resumes her usual habits,

This source stated that on July 22, 1942, when the Baroness came to
visit the Princess, the latter had a fainting spell and her mother was ocalled
in to sit with her for a few minutes, Later the Princess was taken back to
the women's detentiom floor and placed in bed, During that afterncon she was
discovered taking sleeping pills whioh she had obtained from her héndbag, The
informant sald that under mo cirocumstances was the Princess allowed to have
sleesping pills, and svidently they had been smuggled in %o her, The informant
added that thie information should not be construed to indisate that the
Princess was taking an overdose of these pilla or any other sedative, but that
it showed she was receiving articles prohibited to the other intermees.

Information has been recelved that Princess Hohenlohe was transferred
from the Immigration and Naturalization Station at Gloucester, New Jersey, to
an internment camp located at Sabo, Texas, on Saturday, July 25, 1942,
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MEMORANDUM

EE: FRINCE FRANZ JOSEFH PODOLF HANS
VoI HOHEWLOHE WALDENEURG

Prince Hohsnlche was taken into custody on February 16, 1042,
Ee was held at Ellis Island, Kew York, wuntil July 10, 1942, when he was
given a hearing before the Alisn Smemy Control Board, New York City,
That Board recomsended to the Attorney Gemsral that the Prinde be in-
terned for the duration of the war, A declslon has not been recelved
frem the Attornsy Oemeral's Office as yet confirming the desislon of the
Allen Ensmy Control Board in this repgard,

It ia interssting to note that om Way 1, 1942, he wrots &
letter to his mother, Frincess Stefanis von Hohanlohe Waldenburg, who has
been ordered intarned for the duration and is presemtly belng detained at
the Immigration and Naturalisation Service Station, Jlousestsr, New Jersey,
from which the followlng quotation is taken:

"lLesey found me locking so well when he was hers for the
weak end that he souldn't get over it, We get out into the yard
twice & day now., Inoidentally, I thought 4t extresmely nlee of
him to visit me, OF course, I have malsd him ta coms; mot that
I had smything in particular to tellhim, but I thought it would
o8 him again, Fe told me ho wan terribly sorry I was
in hers mad how he hoped I would scon be out, Alsa that the FBI
had not been able to find wnything against me wuch s they had
triod, Then enything and whether he could
send me something) but Mrs, Park keeps ms no well supplied with
everything under the sun, frumtmnm-hmm
tolletriss, that thers wns nothing st the moment I "

The individual referred to as "Lemmy™ in the letter in bellsved
to be identical with Major Lemuel B. Schofisld, head of the Immigration

:
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——dOH GDGAR HOOVER FSF— 2 42,
DIRECTOR =L T ol v

Federal Bureau of Fuvestigation
Hnited Stutes Bepartment of Justice

Washington, B. Q.
October £8, 1942

PERSONAL ATTENTION
BY SPECIAL VMESSENGER.

Major General Edwin I, Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear General:

Last Friday when the President sent Sor me, he re-
quested me to make an investigation of a report which he had
received concerning an incident which occurred in the vicinity
0/ Perona Lake in Susser County, New Jersey. I immediately
had one of my principal assistants at Washington proceed to
Vew Jersey and make a thorough investigation of the area in
which the incident occurred.

The result of the investigation is as SJollows:

It seems that a Urs. Finthrop Rutherford, who re=-
sides near Allamuchy, New Jersey, while driving with her
chauffeur, was stopped on the private road leading to the
John Perona home. Urs. Rutherford is a relative of Mr, Allen
Stuyvesant of New York City, withuhom I believe the President
is acquainted, and to whom Lrs. Rutherford related the incident.

The original report was to the effect that an unnamed
individual had been driving along a highway leading from
Andover, New Jersey, to Sparta, New Jersey, and had turned to
the left of this highway on a dirt road immediately east of
Perona Lake, had driven along this dirt road Sfor a short dis-
tance, and had then turned again to the left on another dirt
road. It was reported that after making the last turn and
driving a short distance, the driver was stopped by some
Soreign appearing individuals and told that he could proceed
no further on this road. When he endeavored to turn his
automobile around, he was then told by the foreign appearing
individuals that he should not endeavor to turn his automobdile,



Ma jor General Edwin M. Watson Page £

but should back it down the road to the intersection with the
road from which he had last turned. This individual also re-
ported that he observed what appeared to be construction work
going on at the point where he was stopped.

On the basis of the information furnished, the con-
SJidential survey which I had made in the vicinity in question
disclosed that there was a dirt road leading from the main
highway at a point just east of Perona Lake. This dirt road
leads from the highway to Clearwater Lake, at which point the
German-American Bund Camp Nordlund was formerly located. This
camp has been closed and is not being used at the present time.
There was also located a second dirt road leading from the one
Just mentioned, to a residence on the shore of Lake Perona.
There were indications that some repair work had been done on
the last mentioned road and it appeared that a culvert had
been placed under the read. In this connection it was noted
that immediately to the left of the road was a plet of ground
which had recently been seeded with rye. This ground was er=-
tremely wet and the indications were that the culvert had been
placed under the road to drain this area. A stone foundation
was also observed in the same vicinity. An eramination of this
SJoundation disclosed that it had been constructed sometime
previously and was not used, and was grown over with vegetation.

Contact was had by my representative with Mr. Joseph
Ayres, a member of the State Game and Fish Board, who resides
at Andover, New Jersey. Mr. Ayres upon being interviewed,
stated that he believed he knew the nature of the inquiry and
the basis for it, which we were making. FHe stated that during
the latter part of September or the first week of Octoder, a
Mrs. Winthrop Rutherford, who resides on her estate near
Allamuchy, New Jersey, had been driving with her chauffeur in the
vicinity and had turned into the private road above referred
to., He stated that Mrs. Rutherford and her chauffeur were
stopped and requested to go no further on this road, but to
return to the road from which they had entered the private road.
Mr. Ayres stated he had received this information from Ur.
Arthur Danks, who is superintendent of lLrs. Rutherford's es-
tate, and who contacted Ayres on the morning after this incident
had occurred, informing him that l¥rs. Rutherford had been
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stopped by "en Italian fellow" who refused to permit her to
continue on the road, and had been most discourteous. Danks
erpressed the opinion to Ayres that there was possibly some
suspicious activity in the vicinity as there appeared to be
some constiruction going on and the person who had stopped
Krs. Rutherford was possibly apprehensive that she would ob-
serve the nature of this construction.

Ayres, who is in the building supplies business,
advised that he had sold twenty-three feet of ten-inch gal-
vanized pipe such as is used to construct culverts to ¥r. John
Perona on September 23, 1942, and produced a copy of his bill
to Kr. Perona confirming this sale. He said that Vr. Perona
had advised him that this pipe was to be used in installing a
drain across his private road on his estate. Mr. Ayres ez-
pressed the opinion that this was possibly the type of con-
struction referred to, and elso advised that the Peronas had
Iived in the vicinity for over twenty-five years, and to his
knowledge were loyal Americans. Mr. Ayres further stated that
the help employed by Mr. Perona was of Italian descent, and
that this probably accounted for ¥rs. Rutherford having been
stopped by "an Italian fellow."

After receiving the above information from Mr.

Ayres, my representative made a further visit to the vicinity
in which the incident occurred, and found that there had been
no construction work such as the building of any foundation
Sor a house, but that the only work which had been performed
was the construction of the culvert across the private road.
Inquiry further disclosed that the ground near this private
road had been very wet and swampy for sometime and that the
culvert had been installed to drain this ground.

In conversation with Alberto Ariotti, who is the
caretaker [for the Perona estate, and under whose supervision
the construction work was performed, it was learned that for a
period of two or three days the road was impassable inasmuch
as the ditch had been dug across it for the installation of
the culvert and that it had been necessary to use a different
road in driving to and frem the Perona residence. Jt was
Surther learned that the stone foundation which I referred to
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earlier in this letter had been constructed many years ago

by Perona's father, who had originally intended building a
house on the foundation, but had never consummated his plans.
This foundation has been unused for many years and is overgrown,
as indicated, with vegetation. Ariotti further advised that he
recalled that they had stopped one automobile driven by a
chauffeur at the point where the culvert was being constructed
and had requested the driver to return to the road adjeining
the driveway. Ariotti can understand little English, and it

is extremely difficult to converse with him in the English
language so that one would very definitely gain the impression
that he was a foreigner.

I an transmitting with this letter a diagram showing
the location of the Perona home and the various fectures of
the terrain mentioned in this memorandum. I am transmitting
herewith also the copy of the map which the President handed
t0 me.

No contact was made with Urs. Rutherford because her
name was not given to me by the President and I gathered that
it was not desired that it become known who may possibly have
been the original informant in this motter. It is entirely
possible that the President may wish to advise his original
source of information of the facts as set forth in this letter.

I would appreciate your bringing the contents of
this communication to the President's attention so that he
will know of the final disposition which I have made of this
investigation.

Sincerely yours,

M.Qcav%u-wud

Inclosures
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 11, 1942

CONPRPPRTTAT
MEMORANDUM FOR :
HON. J. FDGAR HOOVER

The President directs me
to send you the enclosed. He

forgot to give it to you yester-~.
day.

GRACE G. TULLY
Private Secretary

Enclosure
Let to Mrs. Roosevelt from
Josephine Truslow &§§m341cfo Brenner
2090 Morris Avenue, NYC 12/4/42
re the "letter I am sending you con-
cerning Peglers dealing with the Nazis
was sent me by Robert Helnemann, one
of my Swarthmore Students".

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S8.

By ¥. J. Stewarti TDute EEB 20 1972
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wOGAR HOCVER : i >
DIRECTOR /#LJ,
Feberal Burean of Fmestigation ¥ Py
Hutted States Bepartment of Justicr P...c N
Wasljington, 8. ¢. PERSONAL ATTENTION
DEC 28 1942 HY SPECTAL MESSENGER

Major General Edwin M. Watson
Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C,

Dear General Watson:

On October 28, 1942, you will recall that I advised you by let-
ter of the results of an investigation of an incident which cecurred in the
vicinity of Perona Lake in Sussex County, New Jersey, which investigation
was made at the request of the President.

At that time, the investigation revealed that the original in-
formant in the matter was a Mrs. Winthrop Rutherford, who had been stopped
from proceeding on a private road on the grounds of John Perona's home and
because of the actions of the Perona employees, Mrs. Rutherford apparently
made a report to the effect that she believed there were un-American acti-
vities in the vicinity of the Perona estate.

On December 10, 1942, the President called me to the White House
and advised me that he had learned that Mra, Winthrop Rutherford had ad-
vised that the information which I furnished by my letter was inaccurate,
He, accordingly, requested that Mrs. Rutherford be interviewed at her home
in Aiken, South Carclina, and further requested that additional investiga-
tion be made in the vicinity of the Perona home in New Jersey. In accord-
ance with the President's instructions I sent an official of this Burean
to Alken, South Carolina, to interview Mrs., Rutherford and secure her views
about this matter.

Mrs, Rutherford stated that some time before the last of Septem-
ber, this year, she was driving on the road from Andover to Sparta and had
in the ear with her, her invalid husband, her son, her daughter, and her
husband's nurse. They noticed Perona Lake and for the purpose of getting
& better view of it, turned left on & dirt road near a large eating estab-
lishment known as Perona Farms. After proceeding up this dirt road for a
short distance, she again turned left on a dirt road which later turned out
to be a private road to the Perona estate, but which was not marked as such.
She proceeded up this road to a large paved parking ares which is around the
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Perona home and as she neared the home, an Italian-appearing indi-
vidual rather rudely stopped her and tried to make her back out of
the road. She stated that at the time this individual approached,
she was already attempting to turn around inasmich as & large pile
of sand on the road in front of the Perona home would have prevented
travel on the road beyond the house, Mrs. Butherford then turned
around and left by the way she had entered.

She stated that while she was stopping and turning, she
noticed a man standing in front of an sutomobile near where her car
passed, and stated he was very German locking and eyed her in a very
suspieious manner.

Mrs. Butherford felt that because the actions of these two
individuals were so suspicious there was something illegal or un-American
going on at the Perona home, or else these men would not have been so
suspicious of her presence there. Mrs, Rutherford felt that this was
a particularly sericus metter because of the proximity of Perona's
home to the former site of Camp Nordland, a German-American Bund Camp,

Mrs, Rutherford also stated that the original report she
had msde of this matter had apparently become garbled when it was
transmitted by her caretaker, Arthur Danks, to Joseph Ayres, who is
the mayor of Andover, New Jersey, and a contractor who has done
considerable business with Perona.

In accordance with the President's instructions, the Newark
Office of this Bureau has been instructed to cause a therough under-
cover investigation to be made in the vieinity of the Perona home. The
results of this investigation will be made imown to you for transmission
to the President as soon as it is possible to get & clear pleture of
the situation thers.

I would appreciste your bringing this matter to the Presidentis
attentlon so that he may kmow the developments in this investigation to
date.

Sinceraly yours,

o e



DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Major General Edwin M. Watson

Secretary to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

PERSONAL ATTENTION
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 18, 1943,
MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, J, EDGAR HOOVER

Will you speak to me about

this?
F.D.R,

ko

Letter from "Neil", Major, A U S, Walter Reed
General Hospital, Army Medical Center, Washington,
D.C., 3/14/43, to Mrs. Roosevelt, in re Gullion plot,
and asks if he is to be Court-martialed.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S,

By ¥. J. Stewart Datel EB 29 1977
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WASHINGTON

September 7, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON., J. EDGAR HOOVER

Will you be good enough to
look into this?

F. D. R,

Memorandum on which is penciled notation "To Grace
Tully from Winchell", calling attention to a meeting
held in the Engineer bldg., at which Dr. Hagge,
former president of the Executives Club and the
former secretary of the Furniture Manufacturers
Assn., was the chief speaker. The meeting was
attended by 300 persons. Dr. Hagge seid that
nationalism must win over internationalism. He
attacked Great Britain, China and the Free French.
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= ‘pimscTon
Honorable Marvin H, HolIntyre
Secretary to the President

The White House
Washington, D. 0.

Dear Marving

There is being transmitted herewith a memorandus
prepared relating to the activities of the United Anerlcans of
Italian Origin for Undted Hationa Vietory, which I balisve
will be of interest to the Fresident and you, in view of the
information that this organization fponsored a rally held at
liow York City on the evening of Septesber 9, 1043, which was
said to be entirely sponsored and arranged for by the Communist
Party, U.85.4.

Frderal Buremu of FIvweatigation
Hntted Stuten Department of Fusticr
!u;hml.t

3EF 17 1943

PERSOHAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Should additional information concerning this mattar
be received by thie Bureay it will, of course, be mads available
to you,

With assurances of my highest regards,
Sincerely yours,

Attachment



THE UNITED AMERICANS OF ITALIAN ORIGIN
FOR UNITED NATIONS VICTORY

On the evening, September 9, 1943, a rally was sponsored at Madison
Square Garden, New York City, by the above-captioned organization. This rally,
together with Italy's unconditional surrender and capltulation, has caused
considerable comment among functionaries of the Communist Party, U.8.4., in
the New York area. A report on the rally and background of the sponsoring
organization, topether with the comments made, are furnished herewith.

The United Americans of Italian Origin for United Nations Victory
originated on the night of August L, 1943, at a conference held at the Hotel
Hoosevelt, New York, New York. The sponsors of this movement were said to be
Assemblymen John J. lamula, Hamlet 0. Catenaccio, Frank Rossetti; State Senator
of New York Fichard A. DiConstansze, and Councilman Peter V. Cacchione of New
York City.

On August 9, 1943, an article appeared on Page 3 of the Daily Worker
entitled "Italo-Americans Push Garden Hally." The article reflected that
Congressman Vito Marcantonio had been elected temporary chairman of the United

Americans of Italian Origin for United Hations Victory and that on the Committee's

initial meeting which was held August L, 1943, the organization adopted a five-
point program and perfected plans for a United rally at Madison Square Garden
on the evening of September 9, 1943.

The article reported the five-point program adopted by the organization
as follows:

"l. Unconditional surrender to the United Mations to free Ttaly
from Nazi domination.

"2. Fll punishment for Mussolini and his Fascist gang.
3. Complete abolition of all traces of Fascism.

", Free choice by the Italian people themselves of a government
based on the democratic principles of liberty and equality.

"5. A comprehensive program for the release and rehabilitation
of the liberated areas of Italy."
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On September 8, 1943, an editorial appeared on Page 1 of the Daily
Worker which is quoted as follows:

"The Madison Square Garden rally tomorrow will serve to unite Italian-
Americans. It will express full support to the nation's Commander in
Chief and his war program. It should also give whole-hearted backing
to the anti-Fascist front of the Italian people fighting for the same
goal and against the same foe.

"Since that foe is Nazi Cermany, the Garden rally should urge the im-
mediate invasion of the Buropean continent from the west as the best
guarantee for a swift and decisive victory over the Nazis,

"lore than any other factor, it is the Soviet people who, by their
magnificient victories against the Nazi armies, made possible the
ousting of Mussolini, the emergency into the opening of the Italian
anti-Fascist front, and the success of the Allied invasion,

"ihile the meeting is sponsored by a group of patriotic Ttalian-
Americans from various walks of life, it is clearly an event that will
express the aspirations of all Italian-American patriots, irrespective
of whether they are in any way represented on the Organizing Committee.
It should receive the support of all such Italian-Americans.

"Make tomorrow's Carden meeting a ringing demonstration of the soli-
darity of the people of America with the oppressed people of Italy."

On September 8, 1943, another article appeared on Page 1 of the Daily
Worker entitled "Toscanini, Ida Lupino Back Italian Meeting." The article re-
flected that Ida Lupino, the movie actress, had written to Congressman Vito
Marcantonio stating she wanted to join the United Americans of Italian Origin,
as did Arturo Toscanini, conductor of the NBC Symphony Orchestra. This article
further reflected that the speakers at the rally would be Hepresentative Vito
Karcantonio; Joseph Salerno, President of the Massachusetts C.I,0,; Magistrate
lidcholas H. Pinto; Assemblyman Hamlet 0. Catenaccioj Arduilio Susi, President of
Local 98, Cooks' Local, A.F.L.; Assemblyman John J. Lamula; Assemblyman Frank
Rossetti; State Senmator Hichard DiConstanso; Justice Rocco A. Parella; City
Councilman Peter V. Cacchione; Assemblyman 5. Fobert Molinari; and Hoceco
Franceschini, Secretary-Treasurer of the Show Workers' Counecil, C.I.O0.

After the announcement af'IW'u capitulation and unconditional surrender,
the Daily Worker amnounced on September 9, 1943, that Mayor LaGuardia of New York
City would also address the rally.

The followlng comments obtained through highly confidential and reliable

sources were made previous to the holding of the rally by functionaries of the
Communist Party in the New York area relative to the surrender of Italy and as
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to plans concerning the rally held in Madison Square Garden on SBaptember 7,
1903,

fiose Wortls, a member of the Mational Comnittes and alsc of the Indus-
trial Section of ths State of New York Commumnist Party, U.S.A., advised 0fl
reen, member of the Fational and Folitical Comwitter and also Secretary of the
Wew York State Commnist Party, that Yshe had met with all Section arganizers
and they are already having separate meetdngs. All leaflets are to be changed,?
(This conversation took place on the evening of September 8, 15U3, when Ttaly's
eurrender had been announced. )

Rose Wortis advised 011 Green that "They (Ttaly) surrendered just to
help fill the Madison Square Garden for the rally."” 0il Oreen was reported as
stating "The meeting must be turned into a victory demonstration.® 011 freen
advised Joseph Hoberts, a member of the lew York State Committee of the Communist
Party, "to get the union leaders to talk up tonight's meeting.® Foze Wortis
advised one Martin Young "to send a wire to President foosevelt and to General
Elsenhower congratulating them on the Italian victory." Hose Wortds advised
Shirley Happapert of the Furriers Unlon "that the rally takes on a new aspect and
Shirley should tell her bosses to go to town today to get out a leaflet; that all
of the unions are getting out leaflets. They should cover all of the shops and
do everything that they humanly can." i1 Green advised Wichasl Oarramona,
Executive Secretary of the United Americans of Ttalian origin for United Hations
Vietory, "that this will be a break for a tremendous wictory rally." 2411 Lawrence
was reported to have talked to Jarramone relative to the text of the leaflet to be
published. It was reported this leaflet was entitled "Ttaly's Surrender Assures
Flace for Italian People. The Italian People Want A Free Democratic Oovernment
Of Thelr Own Choosing." The comversation between Oreen and Garramene also made
known that 6,000 tickets to the rally this evening had been paid for, and it was
expected 50,000 would be ultimately in at .

Since the rally, information has been received reflecting that the
mummmmmu.mlwmuwwmm,
Joseph Salernc, President of the Massachusetts C.I.0.; Magistrate Micholas H.,
Pinto; Hew York State Assesblymen Hamlet 0. Catenacclo, John J. lamula, S. Robert
Molinariy Wew York State Senator Richard DiConstansoj Arduilio Susi, President
of Local B9, Hotel and Restaurant Bmployees A.F.L, and Balla Dodd of the New York
Teachers Union. Messages of greeting were also read at the rally which were
received from Arthur Ossan, President of Local 65, United Retail, Wholesale and
w Store m' C-I.ﬂ.] Esther Adler of the United Office and
Professional Workers of Amerioa, C,I.0.; Peter V. Cacchione and the Italian
newspaper "L'Unita del Popolo.® The rally was said to be presided over by Dr.
Leonard Covello, the Frincipal of the Penjamin Franklin High School in New York
City.
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Mayor Fiorello laCuardia, in his speech, stressed chiefly the purchase
of War Bonds and the unity of the Italian people.

Councilman Peter V. Cacchione, who is a member of the New York State
Committee of the Communist Party, U.S.A. and Councilman at Brocklyn, lNew York,
in his message, asked for the immediate opening of a second front in Europe.

In speeches delivered by Bella Dodd, who is a member of the Executive
committee of the National Federation for Constitutional Iiberties, a reported
Communist front organization; Joseph Salerno, President of the State of Massachusetis,
C.I.0. and Congressman Vito Marcantonio, they demanded a second front be immediately
established, The confidential source also reported that in addition to the theme
of Salerno's speech, he also made the statement that "The King and presant govern—
ment of Italy should be ousted and the Italian people allowed to chocse their own
government."

It was reported that a resclution was unanimously passed at the rally
which was directed to President Roosevelt pledging support of the Italian people
in the war effort, and further stressing that "now is the time to open 2 second
front in Western Europe."

As reported, contribtutions were received by Bella Dodd, which were to
be used for the publication and distribution of leaflets among the six million
Ttalian pecple in the Tinited States to educate them against Fascism. It was re-
ported that the Furriers Joint Council made a contribution in the sum of $200.00.

The confidential source reported that during the rally when flags of
China, England, the Soviet Union and the United States were presented, the
applause for the flag of the Soviet Union was the greatest. The source likewlse
advised that great applause was given to the Caribaldi hymn and at every mention
of the Soviet Union.

In addition other confidential sources have advised that the rally in
its entirety was sponsored and arranged by the Communist Party, U.S.A.
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GENERAL WATSON:

In March, at request of the President, the
¥BI sent thru Secy McIntyre a report on the
activities of Gerald L. K. Smith 6t Detroit.
Attached is latest information on the subject:

1. Smith says Sen. Robt. Reynolds/invited

him to Washington shortly after race riot in
Detroit and that they conferred on various
national matters, including the race riot.

2 Smith also arranging for Sen. Gerald Nye
to speak before several "natipnalist" groups in
the mid-West. Sen. Nye is said to have accepted.
Smith has also conferred with Mr. Ford and Mr.
Bennett who handle campaign donations at Ford
Motor Co., and that they will support Sen. Nye.

2 Walter ﬁinghell/huring recent broadcast
said Smith defiled the American Flag while making
speech in Buffalo. Smith told Sen. Reynolds he
wes going to sue radio station.

71 Smith says real name of David K. Nilas/
ig David Neyhus and that some years ago Mr. Niles
served time in prison for a "low-down sex crime".

The Criminal Division, Justice Dept., says
Smith's activities do not yet warrant his arrest.

1d
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hespectfully forwarded to the President:



JOHN ,EuGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR s

Federal Bureau of Fmestigation
Ynited States Bepartment of Justice
Washington, B. C.

veplunber 26 194c

PEASCUAL AD

BY SPuCIAL !T0S5Lil

l'ajor General Edwin [l. latson
Secrctary to the bresident
The white licuse

Vashingtor, Dl C.

Dear Ceneral Watsons:

On tarch 31, 1943, in answer to a request received fran
the President, I furnished a memorandum to ir. larvin . ieIntyre
setting forth in swamary fowmm inforn:-tien concerning this Burcau's
investiration of Gerald L. Il. Smith of Detroit, I'ichigan.

rthis investiyation is continuing and in recent weeks
certain data emanating from coanfidential sources of information has
been received pertaining to Smith!'s contacts with various persons
at Washington, Do €. I thoucht the Presideat would Le interested
in the subslance of this information and, accordingly, I am
transmitting with tais letter a memorandun ewbodyin: tue pertinent
dala,

l'or yvour further information, the facts developed in
comection with this case are being referred to the Criminal Division
ot the Lepartment of Justice, but to date the Criminal Division has
not indicated that Smith's activities are sufricient to warrant any
prosecutive action.
With assurances of my hirhest regards,
Sinceresly yours,

nclosure



September 18, 1943

GERAID L. K. SMITH

The following information concerning Gerald L. K. Smith's reported
contacts with certain perties at Washington, D. C., has recently been received:

Several wecks ago, Smith allegedly wrote Senator Robert Reynolds,
and in referring to the Detroit race riot, stated that a Reverend Claude
Williams, said by Smith to have the backing of the Communist Party, hed en-
deavored to lay the bleme for the riot on Smith. In his letter, Smith re-
portedly requested Senator Reynolds to secure a Dies Committes report con-
cerning the alleged Communist activities of Williams, and according to oue
source of information, some time lester Senator Reynolds, in reply, furnished
Smith a copy of a memorandum which purported to be a Dies Committee report
prepared concerning Williams.

In this connection, it is further said that Smith asserts that his
trip to Washington shortly after the race riot-was the result of a telegram
he received from Senator Reynolds inviting him to coms to Washington. Tt is
known that Smith did meke a trip to Washington at about that time, and
according to report, Smith states that while in Washington he conferred at
length with Semator Reynolds concerning various national matters, including
the race riot, its causes, etc. ’

Tt is reported that Smith is quite incensed with the book "Under
Cover" written by one John Roy Carlson and currently rated as a best seller
in some American cities. It is reported that Smith, in communicating with
Senator Wheeler, has referred to the book as evidence of & "conspiracy" between
the Communist Party, Anti-Defamation League, the newspaper P, and Mr. Walter
Winchell, and has specifically recommended that Congress teke steps to curb
the publication. In this same connection, Smith has allegedly communicated
with Congressmen Martin Dies and Senator Reynolds,making similar allegations
and recommendations. According to one source of information, Senator Reynolds,
in answering Smith's request, indicated he intends to investigate the book and
its sponsorship.

During recent weeks, Smith has also allegedly been in rather close
contact with Senator Gerald Nye in comnection with attempting to arrange for
Nye's appearance as a speaker before several "nationalist" groups in the Mid-
west. It is said that Nye accepted several of these invitations and, on onse
occasion, in instructing Smith as to how to contact him, requested Smith to
use the name "Walker." On another occasion, Smith allegedly reported to
Senator lye thet he had had a recent conference with Mr. Ford and lir. Bennett,
who handle campaipgn donations at the Ford iotor Company, end that these two
individuals had evidenced a desire to support Senator Nye.
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On several occasions lately, Smith has expressed 'an intention of
suing lir. Walter Winchell for slander in connection with Winchell's assertion
during a recent radio broadcast that Smith, while meking a public address at
Buffalo, lew York, some time &go, defiled the American flag. Mr. Winchell
reportedly remarked that on this occasion the flap defiled by Smith was a
replica of the flag of Saint George once used by George Weshington at the
time of the Revolution. Smith, however, claims that the flag was not the
flag of Saint George but wes a proposed flag which has been advocated by
certain persons sponsoring the idea of "union now! or "world government."

In this regard, Smith has allegedly advised Senetor keynolds he intends to
institute suit against a local Detroit radio station carrying Winchell's
eddress for demages in the amount of §$100,000.

Information has also been received that Smith has made several re-
marks derogatory of lir. David K. Niles and recently informed Senator keynolds
that there is positive evidence that Mr. Niles' name is David Neyhus, and that

some years ago lir. Niles was arrested and served time in prison for a "low-
down sex crime."
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Mareh 25, 1943,

ATORANDUN FOR
J. EDGAR Hoovmn‘ﬂla,~ﬁg

Is anything belng done
about this? Please return for my

files,
F. R,

Copy of "The Hougﬁ, Number 151-7, dated Marcn 19,
1943, tae editor of which is plbert E. Kahn,

£]1 East 47°nd St., NYC, in re "The Uase of X
Gerald T.. K. =amith", a notorious anti-uenocratic

4#1 rabble-rouser 10 TE City of Detroit, who is

naiing a major contribution to the casue of the
axis, Mr., Smith is the editor and the ymblisher
of a magazine called "The Cross and the Flag".

f—

ey

X

Note: Keport from J. Edgar Hoover on above mentioncd
Mr. Smith, dated 3/31/43, is filed in safe. '

Xie)-A (F.BLINE 2323,
ey
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" JOHN 'EDGAR HOOVER - , w2
DIRECTOR

Federal Burean of Fwuestipation l
Nnited States Department of Iustice
Washtugton, B. C.
LA 810

Honorable Marvin H. McIntyre EYW
Secretary to the President C ER

The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Marvin: e P
Recently the President refbrredﬁio me a copy of the March

19, 1943, issue of "The Hour" which is devoted primarily to a dis-

cussion of the activities of Gerald L. K. Smith, of Detroit, Michigan.

In reply to the President's inquiry as to what action is
being taken in regard to Smith's activities, I wish to advise that
this individual has been under careful investigation by this Bureau
for more than a year. All of his pertinent activities, including
his public speeches and publications, have been closely followed and
all information developed has been referred to The Assistant to the
Attorney General. He has stated that Smith's activities to date do
not appear to warrant prosecution, but has requested that the in-
vestigation be continued under the theory of the Sedition Statutes.
The Assistant to the Attorney General has also requested that in-
quiries be made to determine whether Smith violated any of the provi-
sions of the Federal Corrupt Practices Act in connection with his
candidacy for the United States Senate last year. The additional
investigation requested is presently under way and the information
developed will be appropriately referred to The Assistant to the
Attorney General.

For your more ccmplete information there is attached a
memorandum setting forth a summary of detailed information as to
Smith's background and activities and as to the results of the in-
vestigation conducted to date.

Pursuant to the President's request the issue of "The Hour"
referred to me is returned herewith.

With assurances of my highest regards,

Sincerely yours,

. t-Gl]zij:u\) Moorev
Attachment Q&
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTCHN

March 25, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR

J. EDGAR HOGVER

Is anything being done
about this? Please return for my
Tiles.

F.D IR.

Copy of "The Hour", Number 151-2, dated March 19,
1943, the editor of which is Albert E. Kahn,

51 East 42nd St., NYC, in re "The Case of

Gerald L. K. Smith'", a notorious anti-democratic
rabble-rouser in .the City of Detroit, who is
making a major contribution to the cause of the
Axis. Mr. Smith is the editor and the publisher
of a magazine called "The Cross and the Flag".
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GERALD L. K. SMITH

PERSON AL, HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith, better known as Gerald L. K. Smith,
was born during February, 1898, at Pardeeville, Wisconsin. He attended
Butler Seminary at Indianapolis, Indiana, and later was graduated from
Valparaiso University (Indiana) where he pursued a course in theology.
Smith's antecedents and early life were in no way unusual and are of no
particular interest.

After leaving college, Smith took up active duty as a minister
and successively held pastorates at Footville, Wisconsin, at the Seventh
Street Christian Church of Indianapolis and at the King's Highway Church of
Shreveport, Louisiana.

Prior to assuming his ministerial duties at Shreveport, Smith's
activities were rather conservative and of a type characteristically befitting
one in the ministerial profession. However, while in Louisiana, he became
interested in the late Huey Long's "Share the Wealth" movement and eventually
extended this interest to the point of actively and openly participating in
politics as an adherent of Long. Attendant publicity evoked the displeasure
of the Elders of his church, eventually resulting in Smith's dismissal during
1934, Following Long's death, Smith attempted to identify himself with the
remnants of the Long machine but being unsuccessful in this left Loulsiana
in 1937 and came to New York where he attempted to organize an association
called "The Committee of One Million." This effort was unfruitful. During
the following year he moved to Detroit where he has since been located,

At Detroit, Smith reorganized "The Committee of One Million" as an
organization "founded for the purpose of combatting the menace of Communism."
During 1939, Smith shifted his policy, advocating the isolationist viewpoint,
and since the involvement of the United States in war he has busied himself
principally in directing criticism to the Government's war effort and what
he is pleased to characterize as the Government's efforts to enslave the
United States as an entity in an International State dominated by Creat Britain.

More detailed comments are set forth subsequently as to Smith's
connection with Huey Long and his activities as the organizer of "The Committee
of One Million," but it is of significance to observe that it appears that the
turning point of Smith's life dates from his association with Huey Long. Prior
to that time he was the usual type of minister concerned with problems incidental
to his calling. However, it seems that his participation in the "Share the Wealth"
movement fired his ambition to the extent of self visualization of himself as a
dominant political figure. Being unsuccessful in associating himself with Long's



successors, he has apparently continued his dream of political prominence

through his efforts in comnection with his so-called "Committee of One Million,"
The fact that he still evaluates himself as an individual of at least potential
political significance, is attested to by the fact that he has sometimes described
himself in confidential conversations as being likely "Presidential timber." 1In
an effort to further augment his political background and potentislities, Smith
sought nomination as Republican candidate for United States Senator from the

State of Michigan during the summer of 1942, This campaign was unsuccessful,

Smith's personal life appears to be normal. He is married, lives with
his wife, and has one son, ahout twenty years of age, His wife is said to be a
distant relative of a Mr, Sorensen, described as an official of the Ford Motor
Company, From time to time stories have been circulated attributing improprieties
to Smith in connection with his associations with women other than his wife, How-
ever, nothing factual is known to substantiate these stories,

ACTIVITIES PRIOR TO 1938

While serving as pastor at the King's Highway Church, Shreveport,
Louisiana, Smith became interested in Huey Long's "Share the Wealth" plan, He
eventually met Long and shortly thereafter there developed, according to Smith's
description, "a close and fast friendship" between the two, It is definitely
known that shortly thereafter, and lasting for a period of several years, Smith
gssumed the position of one of Long's chief lieutenants, Although Smith is
prone to describe this relationship as a personal one, several persons who were
close to Long at the time, state that Long had little personal regard for Smith
and apparently evaluated him as being untrustworthy and dishonest, These persons
state that Long was merely utilizing Smith's services, and in this connection
it is known that Long, as well as others associated with him, regarded Smith as
a very dynamic and powerful public speaker, It appears that Smith was widely
used by the Long organization in the role of a public speaker for the "Share
the Wealth" movement, It is said that Smith, at one time, received as much as
$650 per week from the Long organization as reimbursement for expenses and as
salary,

Information has been received that while associated with the Long
movement, Smith joined William Dudley Pelley's Silver Shirt organization, Nothing
in the way of documentary evidence is available to prove this membership, but in
recent years, Smith has, on several occasions, admitted membership in the Pelley
movement, He states, however, that he joined Pelley's organization merely for
the purpose of securing information in connection with his work in behalf of
Huey Long.

Although during Huey Long's lifetime Smith was an outstanding personage
in the Long machine, he rapidly lost his position after the death of Long, It
appears that his services were continued for a short period of time by Long's



successors, but that he eventually was displaced due, allegedly, to his
untoward efforts to attain personal power, By 1937, any influence which he
previously had was completely dissipated and it was during that year that
he left Louisiana for New York,

On arriving at New York Smith attempted to organize a group known
as "The Committee of One Million," According to the self announced purposes of
this organization its primary concern was that of combating the forces of
Communism, However, Smith's efforts in New York met with little success, and
reportedly he was disheartened to the extent of ceasing his activities and
removing to Detroit, Michigen, early in 1938,

Toward the end of his stay in Louisiana, Smith's personal reputation
apparently suffered to some extent, On November 3, 1936, he was arrested by the
New Orleans Police Departmenmton a charge of having disturbed the peace in the
using of obscene language in a public place, Reportedly, this arrest resulted
in his receiving & suspended sentence of $10,00 and ten days,

During 1936 and 1937, Smith was also involved as a plaintiff in
several libel and slander cases, These cases were apparently of minor
importance, but the consensus of opinion appears to be that Smith's reputation
suffered more than did the reputation of those whom he sought to sue,

CURRENT ACTIVITIES

On arriving in Detroit in 1938, Smith almost immediately set out
to reorganize the defunct "Committee of One Million," 1In this connection he
distributed a considerable amount of literature designating the purposes of
"The Committee of One Million" as follows:

1, To rebuild the spirit of America,

2, To wipe out the last vestiges of Communism, Nazism
and Fascism in all forms,

3. The redefinition of the American National character,

L, The installation of a new spirit in American youth,
dedicated to the maintenance of American institutions,

5, To issue a call to farmers and laborers to resist what
is now known as an international plot to involve them in
a world revolution,

6. To rededicate the citizenry of America to the family
altar and to the spirit of the church,

7. To secure the maintenance of a well defined standard
of American living,



Other literature of "Tﬂe Committee of One Million," sought particularly
to stress the activities of this organization in combating Communist influences.

With the coming of the European war in 1939, Smith shifted the policy
of "The Committee of One Million" to that of promoting the cause of isolationism.
In various pieces of literature distributed during 1939, 1940 and 1941, he was
especially critical of the Government's policy of rendering assistance to the
allied Covernments,

Since the involvement of the United States in the war, Smith has
again shifted his policy as well as that of "The Committee of One Million" to
the direction of criticism against the Government's efforts in prosecuting
the war. He has not questioned the necessity of winning the war, but on the
other hand, in various of his publications, as well as his public utterances,
has been careful to lay stress on the necessity of the people's aiding and
assisting in every way in defeating America's foes,

However, he has advanced contentions that the Government is using
the war as an excuse for depriving the public of its just liberties, He has
also freely voiced criticism against what he has been disposed to characterize
as the Government's efforts to reduce the United States to a mere entity in a
great international state dominated by Great Britain,

Smith carries on the work of "The Committee of One Million" through
radio broadcasts over Station WJR at Detroit, the distribution of literature,
and through the publication of a monthly magazine known as "The Cross and the
Flag," Although Smith claims that "The Committee of One Million" has a following
of three million persons, it appears that "The Committee of One Million" is really
not an organization as such, and is merely a name used by Smith., Smith, of course,
does have a rather large mailing list, and it seems.that the persons who receive
his literature and make occasional financial donations to him are considered by
Smith as being members of the Committee., Available information indicates that
Smith's claim of three million followers is grossly exaggerated.

Early in 1942, Smith sought to establish another organization known
as "The Inner Circle." As suggested by its name, this group was described by
Smith as consisting of the more prominent and trustworthy members of "The
Committee of One Million." He anncunced the foundation of this group through
the distribution of literature calling for the donation of additional funds,
and it appears that its purposes were the same as those of "The Committee of
One Million." According to information received, "The Inner Circle" is no more
a real organization than "The Committee of One Million" and was conceived
and used by Smith merely for the purpose of collecting additional money from
persons on his mailing list, ’

During the summer of 1942, Smith sought the Republican nomination for
the position of United States Senator from the State of Michigan, He made a
number of speeches and conducted quite an active campaign and in the primary.



election received approximately120,000 votes, Although this was not sufficient
for nomination, political observers were of the opinion that Smith had made an
unusually good showing, Even after this defeat, Smith continued his candidacy

in the general election in November, 19,2, when he projected himself as a write-
in candidate, He was badly defeated in the general election, his following being
less than that in the primary campaign. ’

Late in 1942, Smith publicly anncunced the intention of forming a
third political party on a national scale, The proposed platform for this
Party, as announced, was similar to that advanced by Smith in connection with
his work as leader of "The Committee of One Million" and it is understood that
Smith hopes to gain support from members of the now defunct "America First
Committee." In recent months, Smith has toured the Middle West and has made
a number of speeches in various cities, outlining his plan for a third political
party. Recently, he has indicated that it may not be necessary to form this
party if the Republican and Democratic Parties "present a real issue" for the
19L) Presidential Election,

- At various times within recent years it has been reported that certain
officials at the Ford Motor Company are interested in Smith and have collaborated
with him to the extent of furnishing him information used in some of his speeches
and his publication "The Cross and the Flag,"

In connection with his various appearances as a public speaker Smith
has attained the reputation of being a very effective and forceful speaker,
Although he is somewhat bombastic, and at times given too freely to overepphasis,
it does appear that he is an unusually good speaker and that he is effective in
influencing audiences., Some persons have described him as among the foremost
public speakers of the day.

It is of interest to note that Smith's publication "The Cross and the
Flag" was named, along with a number of other publications, in indictments re-
turned in the District of Columbia on July 21, 1942, and January L, 1943,
charging twenty-eight and thirty-four defendants respectively with having en-
gaged in a conspiracy to violate the Sedition Statutes. These indictments have
pertinence to the case popularly referred to as United States ve. Gerald B.
Winrod, et al. Although Smith's publication was mentioned in the indictment,
as being one of a number of publications throughcut the country which hes con-
tributed to undermining the loyalty and morale of the Armed Forces, neither
Smith nor the publication was named as a defendant,
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THE CASE OF GERALD L. K. SMITH

In the city of Detroit, where tens of thousands of war workers
are making a major contribution to the cause of the United Nations, a
notorious anti-democratic rabble-rowser is making a major contribution
to the cause of the Axis. His name is Gerald L.K. Smith, His speclal-
ity is distributing defeatist and disruptive propaganda, His Detroit
headquarters have become & netional center of fifth column intrigue,
menacing the war effort of the United States.

Gerald L. K. Smith is the editor and the publisher of a magazine
called The Cross and the Flag. Eight months ago & Federal indiotment
listed This magezine as en agency which had been used in a conspiracy
to sabotage the morale of Americen soldiers and sailors. The Cross
and the Flag is still being published in Detroit, Each mpnfﬁ a new

Ssue carries Smith's virulent propaganda to Americans in every part
of the country.

; Gerald L. K. Smith is head of an organization lmown as the
Committee of Ope Million. This orgenization has all the characteristie
earmarks of a fascist party. It is now being used for the purpose of
reyiving the America First movement, with the object of launching a
new netion-wide appeasement campaign, '

Gersld L. K. Smith is the man who once proudly reported to
America's would-be Hitler, William Dudley Pelley:

",.. by the tim® you receive this letter, I shall be on the
road to St. Louis and parts north with a uniformed squad
of young men composiug what I believe will be the first
Silver Shirt stormtroop in America."

William Dudley Pelley, who was then Fuehrer of the pro-Hazi
terrorist Silyer Shirts, is now in jail, where he belongs. Gerald
L. K. Smith, who was then Silver Shirter No. 3223 and Pelley's most
trusted ajde, is now very much at large, carrying on his old work in
a new and far more deadly way.

(MORE)

The contents of The Hour are not copyrighted and may be freely reprinted
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Past Record

The burly, smooth-shaven, rabble-rousing Smith, who was once a
small-town preacher in Indiena, has come a long wey since the days when
he was a mere organizer of Silver Shirt stormtroop squads. After he
and Pelley separated in the early 1930's, Smith moved steadily upward
in reactionary end fascist circles. He served for a while as a lieuten-
ant to the late Huey Long, and shortly after the death of the Dictator
of Louisiana, he joined forces with Father Charles E. Coughlin. To-
gether Smith end Coughlin orgenized support for the presidential can-
didacy of Representative William Lemke in 1936; and it was then that
the intimate personel end political relationship, which has lasted un-
til this day, first developed between Smith and the pro-Axis priest of

Royal Osk.

FBarly in 1937 Smith founded the Committee of One Million (which
at first had the somewhat less imposing title of Committee of Ten
Thousand ). From the beginning the organization had an obviously fascist
character. Membership was secret. Cells were organized on a nation-
wide scale, the smallest having ten members and a "Leader," OSmith's
title was National Leader. For many months he stumped the countryside,
endeavoring to build a mass following emong the discontented and the
insecure. His speeches were rabidly anti-Administration and anti-labor.
Tirelessly stressing the favorite Axis theme of the "Bolshevik menece,"
he piotured the United States Government as overrun by Communists, the
labor unions as Moscow-controlled, and himself as the great potential
savior of private enterprise and the American way of life.

During the early deys of the Committee of One Million, Smith was
less cautious in his public utterances than he is today. After one of
his speeches, the Cleveland News remarked that "Smith smells of Fascist!
KuKluxers a block away." Another newspaper had this to report about
Smith's ectivities in the summer of 1938:

"In his recent speedy tour of Ohio, Rev. Smith has spoken

in both urben and rural communities. In the urban commu=
nities he has made no reference to racial groups, but in
the rural communiiies he has decried the sinister influence
of Jews and Catholics."

Work in Detroit

In January, 1939, Smith set up headquarters for the Committee of
one Million in Detroit. His talents as a reactionary rabble~rouser
were put to quiok end profitable use in the city where the murderous
Black Legion had been spawned. He was soon giving a series of anti-
Administration, labor-baiting broadcests from WJR, Detroit's largest

The contents of The Hour are not copyrighted and may be freely reprinted
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and most expensive radio station. The name of his sponsor was never
made public, but it was fairly common knowledge that a close working
relationship had been established between Smith and a prominent auto-
mobile manufacturer, well-known for his extremely anti-democratic vlews.

When the America First Committee was formed late in 1940, and
fifth columnists flocked into this organization, it was inevitable
that Gerald L. K. Smith should attach himself to the Wheeler-Lindbergh
movement., Although he was never an official member of the Committee,
he became one of its leading organizers and spokesmen. He helped
arrange the largest America First rallies in Detroit, and energetically
distributed vast quentities of the Committee's propaganda, He could
justly have claimed the title of Americe First Gauleiter of Michigen.

In the spring of 1941, when America Firsters were making a furious
effort to obstruct defemse legislation, Smith went to Washington to
testify against the Lend-Lease Bill at a hearing held by the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. Subsequently his arguments against send-
ing aid to Great Britain and the Soviet Union were widely publicized in
fifth column ciroles.

The Inner Circle and Congressional Friends

Immediately after the United States entered the war, Smith formed
a seoret society called The Inner Circle. Its headquarters were in
Detroit. We exposed the existence of this cabal in the February 21,1942
issue of The Hour, reporting that its purpose was to serve as a brain
trust for Teactionary, appeasement forces in the United States. One of
the first projects of The Inner Circle was The Cross and the Flag, &
monthly megazine filled with propagande assailing the United States war
effort and harshly eriticizing America's ellies, The first issue of the
publication appeered, by what seemed scarcely coincidence, in the very
same month that Fether Coughlin's Social Justice was banned from the
U.S. mails because of its seditious content.

Before the second issue of The Cross and the Flag had been pub-
lished, The Hour revealed that gertain die-nard isolationist Congressmen
whp had previously worked with the America First Committee were helping
promote the circulation of Smith's defeatist magazine (see The Hour for
April 19, 1942). We named Senator Robert R. Reynolds, Senator Gerald
P. Nye and Representative Roy Woodruff as Smith's most enthusiastic
Congressional supporters.

On July 23, 1942, e Federal Grand Jury in Washington, D.C., handed
down an indictment naming The Cross and the Flag as one of several
agencies which had been used in a conspiracy to sabotage the morale of
the United States armed forces., Nevertheless, Smith has continued to
publish the magazine, featuring flagrantly disruptive and defeatist
diropaganda in every issue, Here are the titles of typical grticles

eppearing in The Cross and the Flag: "Union With Britein -- Inter-
ational conspirators seek to destroy Amerioca's sovereignty in the name
of wartime emergency and peacetime chaos"j; "Will Refugees Take the Jobs
Left Vacant by Soldiersi"; "Is President Roosevelt Being Used by the

P 181 The contents of The Hour are not copyrighted and may be freely reprinted
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Red Smear Artists?"; "Sir Stafford Cripps -- Whose Man is he?
Churchill's or Stalin's?"  Commenting on the war, the magazine rumors
that "much bad news is being kept from us because it is feared it would
break the morale of the people." The United States is described as
being "overrun with brain trusters, intellectuals, ... war mongers,
politicians, international financiers, pressure groups, special inter-
ests." We do not know what sort of victory we are fighting for, writes
Smith, although "we are to exhaust our finaencial and physical resources
ve. to fill rivers with blood and oceans with ships, and battlefields
with the dead end dying."

Need for Government Action Ageinst Smith

Smith's latest undertaking is the reorganization of the America
First movement, which Dr. Joseph Paul Goebbels once praised as "truly
Amsrican and truly patriotict" In January of this year Smith formed
the Americe First Party, with himself as National Chairman. He claims
that his Party hes no connection with the former America First Committee.
It is clear, however, that the fundamental purpose of the new organiza-~
tion is to resurrect the old Committee and renew its pro-Axis, appease-
ment operations. ’

) The time has obviously come for the Federal authorities to
put an end to the disruptive activities of Gerald L. K. Smith. The
United States is fighting its sixteenth month of war against the Axis.
Defeatist propagandistsand anti-democratic plotters, who menace the war
effort of this country, have no place in America today. Gerald L. K.
Smith falls within this category. The Hour therefore urges that the
Department of Justice take prompt pction against him.

* * * * * * * * * *
POEMS FOR HITLER

Tens of thousands of copies of scurrilous anti-Semitic poems are
being distributed around the country, particularly in wer plants, in a
special Nazi propaganda campaign to incite animosity against American
Jews and thus disrupt our war effort. Some of these virulent Jew-bait-
ing rhymes are in the form of printed pamphlets end leaflets; others are
on mimeographed sheets and a number are simply typed, with multiple
carbon copies. All spread the familier Hitlerite canard that the
present war was brought about by "forld Jewry," and that the Jewish
people are now reaping immense profits from it and are shirking every
patriotic duty.

A typical poem is entitled "The Official Song of the Kosher Air
Wardens." Another, called "The Marine Hymn," which pro-Axis elements
are circulating emong defense workers in navy yards, concludes with the
comment that, after this war is over, “You will find the Jews are ruling
you, In Washington's old White House." "Ameriocat's Fighting Jew "
pictures the Jewish people as "setting up black markets in steel and
hoarded food" as "the Gentile soldiers go marching proudly by." A poenm
called "Rejected" is followed by this note: "Copyrighted by Satan &
Saten, Inc., Jew York, Jew York." Another, headed "Three Wise Men", ends
with this line: "Damned if I don't think Hitler's right."

The Hour recommends that the Federal Bureau of Investigation imme-
diately investigate the printers, publishers and distributors of this

new form of pro-Axis propaganda.
L4
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

October 9, 1943

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT:
Attached, a copy of a letter from J. Edgar Hoover
relating to the Communist "Second Front" campalgn.

It will be of interest.

G AL

A. A. Berle, Jr.

Enclosure.



COPY

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

October B, 1943

PERSONAL AND -GoMFEpTTas
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER

Honorable Adolf A. Yerle, Jr.
Asslstant Secretary of State
Department of State
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Berle:

In connection with the current campaign by the
Communist Party for the establishment of a "Second
Front" in Europe, Communist Farty members in labor
unions in one section of the country have been in-
structed to write letters to parents of boys in the
armed forces urging the establishment of a "Second
Front" with the argument that delay in opening one
now will only serve to keep their boys away from home
for a longer time and that the longer the war lasts
the greater will be the possibility that the war will
end in defeat. In these letters the parents of the
boys in the armed forces are urged to write letters
to the White House demanding a "Second Front",

4 member of the National Committee of the Com-
munist Party in issuing the foregoing instructions to
Communist members of labor unions has stated that the
parents had to be "sold" on the "Second Front® with
those arguments because if they, the parents, have any
intelligence at all they will realize that tremendous
casualties will result as soon as the "Second Front"
1s opened.

Sincerely yours,

J. EDGAR HOOVER
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Miss Tully:
Mr. Hopkins asked that I send you
the attached copy for you to show to the

President.

d e krauss
encl.
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PERSONAL AL

SFPECIAL ENGER

Honorable Harry L. Hopkins, DECLASBIFIED !c ;
The White Hotse By Authority o #“d;""ﬁ-

Washingten, D.C. E ! E I t 52“5'3'& /
Deur Ha 24 it
£y 'ﬂnt'ﬂ.’i—-—l—

[ bave just received Info on that British
authoritles have become grently concerned about Communist
wotivities in Englond. The source of this inforamtion has
etated that within the past month Britlsh urmy suthorities
have found that o British srmy offleer who mug sseigned to
the Seoret Operntions Sectlon is m Communist.

It Lo reported that this afficer was in the
Secret Dparntions Section for ebout alx monthe snd that he
wie obtainieg all informstion posslble concerning the
cperationg of guerrills warfure and saboteurs in Earope
end furgishing thin informatipn to Fussis, English
officinle desired to execute thls British officer as &
8py but did not do so in view of Russis's position s an
Allled lietion. He ls reported to have been Court-Murtinled
and semienced to a penitentiary tern.

I thought these deta would be of interest to

the Fresident and to you. Mo further dotalls concernlng
thie mutter are avollsble ot this time.

With expressions of my highest esteem.
Sineerely yours,
(s] Edger
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JOHN ECGAR HOOVER —

DIRECTOR

Federal Burean of Fmmestigation
Hntted Btates Brpartment of Justice

Wushington, B. €. By SPECIAL MESSENGER
Ootober 1 8 1943

Miss Grace G. Tully

Private Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Migs Tully:

Thank you very much for forwarding to me on
October 13, 1943, the item which Mr. Walter Winchell sent
to you together with a newspaper article appearing in the
New York Sunday News for October 3, 1943,

I certainly appreciate receiving thie information
and thought you would be interested to know that I am calling
this matter to the attention of the Criminal Divieion of the
Department of Justice. This Bureau, of course, will continue
to promptly meke available to the Secret Service any infor-
mation indicating a threat or an alleged threat against the
person of the President.

Sincerely yours,

e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Ootober 13, 1843,

Personal and Confidential
wmm
J. EDOAR HOOVER

Tha President directs me
to send you the enolosed for your
information,

Orace O, Tully
Frivate Beorstary

Enolosurse

A gopy of the article which nppaared
in the New York Zeltung, taken from the
Bunday News, Ogt. 3, 1947 lssue, entitled,
"Justics and the 'Great Weason'”, which
stresses asssaslnation for anvone seeking
more than two termms in Preaidential office -
this was sent to Grace Tully by Weltar

Winchell.
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DIRECTOR J

Federal Buremu of Fmestipation
Antted Stutes Depurtment of Justice

Waushington, B. €.
VA / October 19, 1943
/ er_ai it PERSONAL AND Gaessemersy,

( SPECTAL MESSENGER

Honorable Harry L. Hopkins
The White House

Washington, D. C.
1s
Dear Harry:

As of possible interest to the President and you,
information has been received from a confidential and reliable
source in Rio de Janeiro indicating that within the past two
weeks certain rumors have been spread in the cities of
paranagua, Curitiba, Joinville, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul,
Brazil, by the Germans, and particularly German waiters in
various bars and restaurants in the aforementioned cities.

The informant stated that all of the rumors are
patterned along these lines; There is at present a conflict
between the United States and Russia; the United States has
learned that the Russians have been supplying Japan with war
material; and United States troops in the South Pacific area
have captured from the Japanese war material which was previously
sent to Russia under the Lend-Lease Act. The same source added
that rumors are especially being spread to the effect that the
Commmists in the United States are going to make an attempt on
the life of President Roosevelt in the immediate future.

The informant concluded by adding that he has re-
ceived the same reports through so many various sources that

it appears to him that these rumors are being cireulated through
organized German propaganda channels.

With expressions of my highest esteem,

Sincerely yours,

L
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
Qotober 26, 1943.

YEMORANDUM FOR
H, L. H.

I think Edgar Hoover should
follow this up. If there is any-
thing in it it should be nipped
in the bud.

F‘ D. R.



! !
Oct, 15 i
Jfaleonmned anCl, acco by
iiss Tully: #//// g

Mr., fjﬁg}né tusked me to send you the
enclosed”copy of a letter he had from J. Edger

hoover which he woula like to have you show to

the rresident.

ench. d e krauss



LTl BORTLU OF TAVTESTTICATION

October 15, 16L73

Nouorable Horry L. Hookins
The "hite House
Viashington, D.C. PTPOQMAL AND

Mv dear Harry:

Tnformabion hus come to me from an outside source relative
bto o matter which T thousht might be of some interest to the
President and to vou, althourh T have been czutioned that the
natter is a verv confidential one. Tt is renorted th-t the
former Turkish Consul General in dew York, those name is
Shefli Pasha (ohonetie), and who wus but recently a»nointed
Turkish Minister to Canada, is a member ol a ~roup of Turks
snd Persiuns who h=ve Tormed a svndicate which is s5elline: or
is to sell »ost-war conccessions in Turliey to various high
bidders in the United Stutes. The =sroun is reaorted te be
ver secretive ubout its onerations but wllepedly recently
avranred to sell to the Sun 01l Connanv "and the Pev interents!
311 rights at a fisure reporbed to exceed *100,000,000,00,

The syndicute is allezed to be very fenrful th.t the Government
of the United Stutes or the Gov rnment of Gre:t o-ituin will
learn of ibs activities and force the rroup to discontinue its
operations.

T um, of course, nob in nossessioun of any first-hand fachs
concerning this natter und no an“‘t1f;tin1 has ueen ceonducted
concerning it. One of the oarticioants
addition to Puasha, is Morin Hare, who wesides on upnar i dison
Lveme, Hew York City, and who, some vears ufo, was assoclated
with the #dev York Timcs.

in this procram, in

2

Pi.sha is reported to be a olthy Turk vho hios tated that
he was nobt in svroathy <with the »nresent Turkish Government
bubk thet he vwas maintained in the Unitaed Stotes by the Turkish
Government oecouse of his independent vealth and the ﬂiffimﬂt}f
vhieh the Turkish Govoernment —ould cxperience in waintaining
anvone else hero.

1f anv Turther informestion reaches wme oo ucefr‘ni.'w‘ this nat-
ter, T shall immedizatelv orine it to vour atténtion.

Lineemely,

- 1
s/ Tdrar (Eoover)

3v special wessencer
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 20, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. HARRY L. HOPKINS

It.hinkinmnylmt

this should be paraphrased and
gattom&cﬂmrmm

Secretary of State -- especially
about American clannishness.

F. D. Re

Letter from Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, BT,
11/17/43, to Hon. Harry L. Hopkins,

marked "Pergonal and Confidential",
in re information received that President
MMME will resign in the rather
near future. He is taking this action
because of rising criticism in Colombia, of
the extraordinary success in private business
of Lopez' several sons and the general
public belief that their prosperity is due
to some irragularitiaa through Lopez!
position as resident.

fover)
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%ﬁ? Ghrva Hotod

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA

Dec.24th.1943
My dear President:
Welcome home and thank goodness, I just do
not sleep well when you go traipsing around taking MY life
in your hande like that. I am omitting the soandso's name in
this letter for fear it might go astray.

Please have someone call m@aﬂrsn ah.ugu)
where 1 may phone Mrs.Roosevelt so I may relay the name to
her for only your ears.

He i1s invariably stewed.He 18 a high rank-
ing man who feeds much of the stuff to newspapermen against
you. His most recent utterance is that you have arranged to
cancel drafting of all men "just before the elections" to win
the support of them and their families,etc. My source is a
good loyal friend of YOURS,who cannot tell it to you--for a
reason I'11 explain to Mrs.Roosevelt.

My daughter Walda (you met her in a hurry

in your office a few years ago)and she left a pair of minia-
ture doll booties on your desk,which she was wearing on her
suit lapel.You admired them.Walda is desperately 11l with
pnfidnonia at St.Francis Hospital here.My wife is just getting

over virus pneumonia.So I am not merry this holiday.

I truet you and yours are.
Faithfully

Ly e



LA ) F sSF: EE ————— oA ety pidn
T g i -y

j '~ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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&Eii 4 February 22, 1944.

~ GENERAL MARBHALL:

L

} T

I think you ought to see

T ol W

this. Please return for my files.
l-j% F.D.H.
¢ FBI report Feb. 19 re German plans in

Italian campaign; manufacture of German
Secret Weapon - jet propelled rocket gun;

and effect of bombing German cities
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I think you ought to see
this. Plesse return for my files.

F. D.B -

S
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RESPECTFULLY FORWARDED TO THE PRESIDENT:

aun’

(re German plans in Italian campaign; manufacture of

German Secret Weapon - jet propelled rocket gun; and
effect of bombing German cities)



AN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

Frderal Burrmu of Jmvestigation
Anited Btaten Depurtment of Justice

Washington, B. C.

February 1 9 1944
s —
BY SPEC

Major General Edwin M, Watson DECLASSIFIED

Secretary to the President By Authority nf‘;"ﬁ‘m.ﬁ.'c.l’—-
The White House A :

W&ﬂhiﬂgt'ﬂﬂp n- c-l ]‘.f I’Fn I'| ': |. ?-

Il""ll i
Dear General Watsont Ey ‘Té Date —

I am submitting the attached memorandum
covering the following matters which I feel will be
of interest to the President and youi

The Italian Campaign

German Secret Weapon (Rocket Gun)

Effect of Bombings on Germany

The information set forth in the mamorandum
has bean obtained from a known German agent in Lisbon,
Portugal.

With assurances of my highest regards,

Sincerely yours,

Q{l - 1L**ﬁ:jgﬂa~' JVQ*&1:«&¢AAJ
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LEMOEANDUX

On February 7, 1944, information was received from a highly confidential
source concerning matters of general interest pertaining to the war effort,
The information as supplied by the informant is set forth without comment in
this memorandum,

THE ITALTAN CAMPAIGN

Within the past week in a small gathering of German officials, one
made the comment that some steps must be taken to prevent Franklin Roosevelt
from being elected President of the United States again, This invoked numerous
comments, and various measures were suggested including a radio campaign. A
prominent CGerman officlal then entered the conversation and stated that something
was being done in Italy to prevent the election of Roosevelt. He added that an
offensive would start in Italy in approximately three to four weeks of "blitg®
proportions. This campaign by the Germans would only last about a fortnight,
but every American and British soldier would be thrown out of Italy. He
continued by stating that the casualties would be extremely heavy, and no
President of the United States could retain his popularity during an election
year with this occurring. This same prominent German official was of the belief
that if the Americans and the British were thrown out of Italy that it would
have such a tremendous influence on the strategy of the Allies, the Second Frent
would be delayed and possibly prevented. He went on to state that it was a
trifling thing for the German Army to remove fifteen divisions from the Russian
Front for their lines are now shorter, and transfer them to Italy. The informant
received the impression that this is what Germany is doing.

It was also stated by this same prominent German official that if the
Americans get too close to Rome from their beachhead at Anzio, the Germans will
evacuate without firing a shot or making any destruction of the city. With
thelr planned offensive in the near future, they will then retake Home, which will
be defended by the Allies and then point to the destruction made by the barbaric
Alldes in defending a city of culture which the Germans had graciously evacuated
for humanitarian and cultural reasons. The German officlal also commented that
Hitler's recent order to the troops in Italy that the Custave Line must be held
at any cost was a ruse, This ruse was for the purpose of making the Allies
believe the Germans were on their last legs in Italy.

The informant states that although the prominent German officiasl has

not been in Oermany since before ggﬂul 1943, it is believed that he is well
informed since he is in constant contac the German Ambassadors in ILisben

and Madrid.

GERMAN SECRET WEAPON (Rocket Oun)

Informant has learned from industrialist friends in Germany infermation

concerning a German secret weapon, the rocket gun. Informant's industrialist
friends are presently concerned in the active manufacture of this weapon. The



informant states that the projectile itself is made up almost entirely of high
explosives., It weighs twenty-two tons, and is ten meters in length., Cermany
at the present time is manufacturing these projectiles at a rate of three
thousand per month in underground factories in mountainous areas, exact places
unknown, since this is the most guarded secret in Germany. The principle of
Jet-propulsion is used as a driving force for the projectile, and it is con-
trolled by radio. Its range was not stated specifically, but was stated
sufficient to reach all southern England, ineluding London from some distance
back from the French shore., The racks or cannon used as the starting
mechanism of the projectile are approximately forty meters in length and quite
simple in construction. The (Germans expect to be fully prepared to use this
new weapon about the end of April, 1944. Informant's contacts made the comment
that all of the city of London would be wiped out within a matter of a few hours.

With reference to the above matter, the informant states that officials
of the German CGestapo have attempted to determine the effect of bombs dropped
by a raid of only two planes over london, England, on January 28 or 29, 19i4.
Gestape officials indicate that the bombs drepped by these two planes were
considered one of the new weapons of Germany. This was the first time this
particular bomb had been used in any combat operatlions, and the raid of the two

planes was primarily experimental,
EEFECTS OF BOWBTNG ON GERMANY

The informant referred to the bombings on Cermany by stating they are
doing enormous material damage. However, the same thing is happening in Germany
that happened in England, i.e., the population is getting hardened and can think
of nothing but revenge. The informant has heard this comment from many Germans
that have come out of Germany recently, a number of whom are not particularly
favorable to the Nazi regime.

The following is related concerning the bombing of Innsbruck, capital
of Tyrol, This provinece is almost all Catholic and there has always been a
strong feeling for the Allies among the people. Innsbruck was ostensibly bombed
because it is a rail junction through which supplies pass to the Erenner Pass
and Italy. Some of the bombs did hit the tracks, but the ma jority hit dwellings.
Informant pointed out to prevent supplies from going to the Brenner Pass, it
would have been more logical to bomb the railroad bridges between Innsbruck and
Brenner where each mile of track has some two to three bridges. He advised that
this is very hard for the people of Tyrol to understand, and a serlous injury
has been done in that area to the cause of the Allies from a morale standpeint.
Informant stated that the bridges over the Rhine River are still standing, and
that many factories are still working, and that a number of industrial plants are
still in production, but the Allies continue to bomb cities indiscriminately.

It is informant's belief this practice only assists the Russians. In
advancing this theory he commented that the Russians had not bombed German cities

-2 -



apparently leaving this distasteful job to the Allies for political reasons.
He thinks when the Russians are a little nearer to Germany they will make
capital of the fact their bombers have not devastated Cerman cities and killed
women and children in making a bid for the support of 'the German worker who is
the one that is suffering primardily.

According to the informant, the view 18 often expressed that the
Russians fight ruthlessly on the ground and in the air on the battle frent,
but do not kill German women and children., It is the opinion of the informant
that the Allied bombings would be one hundred per cent more effective if the
Allies would concentrate on military objectives, such as factories, bridges,
communications and military installations, and cease bombings of cities
indiscriminately. He states the present practice means only to build up hate
and desire for revenge which will make the post war period a nightmare for the
Allies, Further, the present practice is hardening the morale of the German
people, and they will fight harder than ever.

Production in Cermany is going ahead with not nearly the interference
the weight of the bombings would indicate, The informant states there are
interruptions in production, but the industries are being dispersed and repairs
made unbelievably fast.
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DIRECTOR

Federal Bureau of Juvestigation
Hnited Btatrs Department of Jusitee

Washington, . €.
Taly 3 1 1944
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Mss Grace 0. Tully
The White House

n.-himm’ D. C.

Dear Miss Tully:

Flease refer to my letter dated July 19, 15Ll,
forwarding a memorandum relative to the personal history
and background of Reuben Hollis Fleet.

You will recall that this information was being
forwarded to the Criminal Division of the Department of
Justice for its consideration. In this regard I thought
you would be interested in kmowing that the Criminal
Division has now informed that the institution of criminal
proceedings is not warranted upon the basis of the informa-
tion presently available.

Sincerely yours,



Vo

M EDGAR WOOWER
DIRECTOR

Federul Burenn of Fmestigation
Hutted Btates Depurtment of Justicr

Washington, B. C.
PERSOMAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
Sy 19 1044  SPECIAL MESSENGER

Miss Grace G. Tully
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Miss Tully:

Pleass refer to the memorandum dated July 11, 1944,
forwarded by the President end containing a report concerning a
Mr. Fleet of the Consolidated Aircraft Company.

Since the individual appears to be Heuben Hollis Fleet
of San Dlego, Californis, mppropriate inquiries were made regarding
his personal history and background, snd & summary of the available
dats concerning him is attached.

In view of the nature of some of the information re-
flected, it was deemed advisable to transmit the complete data
to the Criminal Yivision of the Department of Justice for its
consideration. Upon recelpt of a reply therefrom, it will be
immedistely forwarded.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure



July 18, 1944

REUBFN HOLLIS FLEET

Reuben Hollis Fleet was born March 6, 1887, at Montesano, Washingten,
the son of David Walker Fleet and Lillian Waite Fleet, who were piloneers in Grays
Harbor County, Washington. He received nis elementary and high school education in
Montesano and then attended Culver Military Academy, Culver, Ipdiana, from 1902 un-
til 1906. He wae reported as being "a little wild" in his younger days but taught
school in Brady, Washington, for one year. On April 29, 1908, Fleet married Elisabeth
Griton of Aberdeen, Washington, and two children, Phyllis Fleet, who is presently Mrs.
Alvin S. Nelson, and David Griton Fleet, who is presently employed by Consolidated
Mreraft Company, San Diego, were born of this marrisge.

Fleet and his first wife lived together approximately ten years and were
subsequently divorced, his wife presently residing in San Mego and reportedly being
on excellent terms with him. Fleet was reported to have resided in Montesano,
Washington, from 1507 until 1917, where he was City Clerk in 1907 and the youngest
member of the Washington State Legislature in 1913, serving as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs. He was also president of the Montesano Chamber of Commerce
and entered the army with the Washington State Militia at the outbresk of the first
world war. He later transferred to the air corps, where he attained the rank of
major and supervised the first army air mail service between Washington, D. C. and
New York City. Fleet left the ammy in 1922 and became vice president and general
manager of the Gallaudet Airplane Corporation of East Greenwich, Rhode Island. In
1923 he raised approximately $40,000 around Montesanoc and organized the Consolidated
Aireraft Corporation on May 29, 1923, which corporatiocn purchased the government owned
aireraft plant at Buffalo, New York. In Buffalo Fleet was Director of the Manufactur—
ers Trust Company and president of the National Flying Schools, Incorporated. He
married Dorothy Mitchell, who was reported to have been his secretary, on July 7,
1931, end three children, Preston Mitchell, Dorothy Lillian and Nancy Fleet were born
of this union. 1In 1935 the Consolidated Aireraft Corporation moved to San Diego,
where it continued operations. He separated from his second wife in November, 1940,
and she subsequently brought suit for divorce in Los Angeles, California, naming
Fleet, his financial secretary and seven California firms as defendante. This suit
alleged bodily injury and requested all commnity property estimated at ten million
dollars, as well as the custody of the three children.

Fleet was president and general manager of the Consolidated Aircraft
Corporation fram 1923 until 1941, when the company was merged with the Vultee
AMireraft Corporation. This merger culminated in the sale of his holdings to the
Vultee Aireraft Corporation, allegedly because the government insisted that control
&nd management be changed due to a poor production record. Fleet presently has an
office in the corporation's San Diego plant and receives §60,000 per year under &
five year contract, but officials do not consult him and salary is allowed because
it is considered as part of the purchase price of his stock.

In 1942, Fleet was given the Award of Merit by the American Academy of
Public Affairs and in 1943 was the president of the Institute of Aeronautical
Sciences. He has been reported as having been anti-Wileon during the first world
war and as anti-Roosevelt during the present war. He has been described by some



sources &s being considered a drinker who is rough and tough, swell headed, ego-
tistical and who 1s promiscuous with women in the upper sociel strata. One source
stated that the wife of a prominent Puffalo physician followed Fleet to California
in 1935 and remained there for two or three months. Another individual who has been
closely associated with Fleet for a number of years stated that Fleet possesses a
dual personality in that he "will take the gold right out of your teeth and will then
make up with you the next day." This source also remarked that Fleet would rather
make a hundred thousand dollars through a slightly shady deal than a half million
honestly, because of his eagerness to outwilt other people and have them under obli-
gation to him.

Records of the Buffalo Police Department reflect that Fleet was arrested
July 14, 1930, and charged with driving while drunk and failure to give the proper
signal. He was fined fifty dollars and nis license revoked, but the case was reversed
upen appeal to the county court. He was also arrested July 8, 1935, and paid a five
dollar fine for speeding. On December 24, 1941, Fleet was reported to have delivered
& speech &t a luncheon where he assumed & decidedly defeatist attitude regarding the
war, and this same source stated that upon other occasions in 1942 Fleet was heard
to state that the Government would repudiate the war bonds as they were a poor invest-
ment. In various speeches Fleet has allegedly indicated his disapproval of any
government control of industry and has strongly criticized the Wagner Laber Relations
Act. In March, 1943, Fleet addressed the San Diego Chamber of Commerce Committee,
at which time he strongly critielzed the Administration for involving the United
States in a global war widch was heading the country toward Communiem. However, in
San Diego, our source reported him to be highly regarded both personally and in a
business way. He has also been described there as the bambastic, loudmouthed and
promoter type that is believed to be nolsier than brainy. These sources have also
stated that Fleet rode to wealth and prominence on the wave of the miraculous growth
of the aircraft industry. He is reported to be a Republican and a member of the
Masons, Knights of Pythas, and Elks at San Diego.
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Mies Grace Tully

THE WHITE HOUSE
“k‘ Washington, D. C.
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