


Octobder 6, 19%

Telegram to the President fixom Cordell Hull

Explaining a memo from ’nnpont Moffat--Quotes messsge of
explanation from him in reference of error about trensmitting
London's telegram to the Navy and the Maritime Commission.

See:Pierrepont Yoffat-Sumer Welles folder-Drawer 1-1939



/ ‘ 'LV’J' ‘_p) 7146 a. m., Oct. 6, 1939 F-ﬂ“ﬂ/

MEMO: \ b"‘""1 ,

The following \i nformation was recelved by the Commander of the
J strict Headquarters from th: Collrctor of Customs at
ar 3 a. m,, October 6 and telephoned to the White House
by the Naval Communications Cfficer, Washington, D, C.

"At 3 a. m., October 8, at Arecibo, there was reported unknown
submarine seen by three fishermen off Rrecibo at 0430, October 4,
Nevy informed rumor investigated in conjunction with this office by
Customs, Fishermen interviewed declared unknown submarine, without
IIE‘EI, Wac geen one mile north of Arecibo Lifht and that submarine
submerged in four mimutes., A full report will be forwarded from
thie office by alr mail,*

H, TEL. & TEL.

dr. Forster: /




Hold

Weit for full report on unknown submarine (Sean Tuan)

off Arecibo--seen by 3 fishermen. File with other

correspondence regarding it in Navy folder-Drawer 1-1939

Capt Callaghan made verbal report to the President on
the above this morning--Nov. 8, 1839,

—— T



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF
\1 INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS
W ;{ix
1 October 8, 1939

i

The White House:

Two messages telephoned from Coast Guard Communica-

tions Bervice, October 6.

From Coast Guard, 7:40 a.m.:
"From District Commander, S8San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Deputy Collector of Customs at Areclbo, Puerto
Rico, at 3 a.m., October 6, reported that an
unknown submarine was seen by three fishermen
off Areolbo at 4:30 a.m. on October 4. Navy
informed and rumor investigated in conjunction
with thie office. Fishermen interviewed and
declared that unknown submarine without lights
was seen one mile north of Areclbo light and
that submarine submergeéd in four minutes. Full
report follows by alrmail."®

For Miami Alr S8tation, 1:10 p.m.:!
"Unidentified submarine sighted by seaplane

V-112 fifteen miles east Cape Florida. BSub-
marine immediately submerged.

IN:JESaugetad:FMD



! 7 DEPARTMENT OF STATE
\ A

LA/ (M DIVISION OF
U un¥ INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS

- ul
\ October 6, 1939

The White Houge:

Telephone call from QEEEEEEEE—EltlﬂhIIELE of the

Coaet Guard:

"One of the Coast Guard stations has inter-
cepted & message from a redio station in a
French colony to the effect that the German
vessel Columbus salled from Veracruz on October 3
for an unknown destination."

IN:JEBaugstad:FMD



October 9, 1939.

Memo for Acting Sec of the Navy from the President
Subject: The slowness of getting the East Coast Caribbean

and Gulf Patrol under way--outlines whet should be
done. Tells Edison he is disturbed by this etec.

See:Edison folder-=Drawer 1=1939
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October 10, 1939

Memorandum for the President

From Ceptain Calleghan

At 11:00 today, Tuesday, Navy patrol planes joined Iroquois
and escort ships some 600 miles from New York.

For original memo in longhsnd--See:D.J.Callaghan folder-Drawer 2-1939
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i THE WHITE HOUSE
ha, | WASHINGTON
\; Octoheer 10, 1939

The followling communication was telephoned
at 6:30 a, Me DY Commander Stone, Navy De-

Eartmﬁnt:

From the Coast Guard, Coos Bay, Oregone
The Precident.

The Captain of STEAUSHIP LUMBERIAN reported

gighting a aubnarine of uninown national-

1ty at 8 o'clock, Mondav morning, five

miles west of Rogue River Reef, Oregon.
i 22

H, TEL&TEL.
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Daily Conf News Sheets from Navy Dept
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< REPORT T0 THE SECRETARY (Oectober 11, 1939) J
cenfidentisal 3 R
Officers returnsd to duty as of 11 Ootober: 1) o .
x I .“-.-'l«]'
I-I'iu‘ oﬂiﬂﬂ. .IIII'I'!.!il‘l 9 I 'i
Staff OfTi06T8 cessscnnnas 5 =, %
Warrant Officers I'Iilf‘*‘_&l e
TotAl: sessessscssssssss BEL - ‘.1
Fleet Rgservists (enlisted) on active Auty.......865
Al]l otharSssssssssssssssassnsnssassnssnsnssansnne 4 bt
Voluntesr Vfficers ly C uota; deficiencies to be filled by in-

struction at business and finance institutions according to plan being considered
by Bullay and S & A.

Naval Aiir Station, Corpus Christi, Texas, Chief of Aeronsutics has recom-
mended to CNO that steps be taken to sestablish this base.

Trial of PT-9(Scott-Paine) witnessed by SOSED representative.

Proposed construction of man-of-war for the USSR in the U.S.-SOSED received

copys State Department reply to Gibbe and Cox.

It appears that funds now evailable to Buresu of Aercnsutics for neutrality

patrol inereases will be exhausted by 1 March 1940,

Establishment gasoline and oil supply at Ielands of lidway, Centon and Wake

are as follows!
75,000 gallons at Camton
50,000 gallons at Weke
85,000 gallons at Midway (30,000 gallons already delivered)
Aviation lubrieating oil will be ceched at these points.
70,000 gallons will be laid in et Key iest.
Pan-imerican Adrways will rotate supply, Midway end Wake, insuring full

supply in emargency.
USS PIGEON, on rocks in Chinese waters is afloat mecording to news received.
Tests to establish upper and lower limits of temperature and humidity in
wiich navel personnel can work without loss of mental and physical effMciency are
being conducted by the American Society of Heating and Ventileting Engineers at

Pittsburgh.

Elevation of turret guns,ARKANSAS, NEW YORK end TEXAS, - %o be inereased

if possible according to conferemce at liorfolk held 5 October.



_ -’cé:ﬁmm REPORT TO THE SECRETARY (October 11, 1939) i
Satisfactory coating for submarine ballast tanks being investigated, Phila-
delphia Yerd. Findings willbe submitted to 5 & A to be included with similar in-
vestigations, Mare Islend.

Mepdicine and Surgery cooperating with medicsl departments Army and Fublie
Health Service that civilian medieal metivities be not denuded in event of emer-
gency. dmerican Medical Association and American College of Surgeons cooperating.
91 medicel snd surgical reserve units organized. Navel Hospital, Washington,
foundations completed, stesl work to begin first of year.

Bids opened on Yards and Docks contracts on Uetober 4th and Septamber 27th
included:

Parsonnel structures, Coco S50lo, Cule sssssssssssssscnns ¥1,011,700
Two seaplans heangers, Naval Air Statiom, Alameda.ssseses 848,155
Mﬂ-ﬂ Test B'l.li].ﬂ.ing, NHaval Air E‘tﬂ.tiﬂn, Alemada sessses lﬁ’m
Itnprqmnt Piﬂr -G" lew York Hﬂw Ym-l IR R ERR R LY ﬂ&,mﬂ'
Improvement Shipways #2, New York Navy Yardessesssssssss 407,884
Sub-assanbly Shop, Norfolk Hﬂ"ﬂ? Tard sesssssssscssssnsns 337,167
Three lmdplana hﬂ.n.ﬁlrﬂ, Poansacola cessssssnssssssssnsns 35?|D°ﬂ
Floating erane, Mare Island sesssssssssscrsssssssnscsssse 133,345
Gmﬂﬂ' various Yﬂz‘ﬁﬂ Gsdsasadads Be A SR s UB SA B IR B REBERE Eﬁ:i.aaa

Scheduled openings, bids for large Yards and Docks contracts follow:

Replacement of tuildings, Quantico, Va. - October 1l.
Extension, Assembly Building, Nevel Torpedo Station,Newport,October 20.
Superstructure, Administration Bldg.,Navy Yard, Washington - October 25.
Superstructure, Asronautical Engine Laboratory & Material

Bldsﬂ.., Phﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂlphiﬂ stsiﬂwmbﬂr L
Caisson for locks, Panama Canal - liovember l.

o
Uul Uil s200.9 8/2%/68)

Bate- 2-78-~57
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&K / THE WHITE HOUSE ot Co
P WASHINGTOM
k\xuﬂtgl

October 12, 1939. |

MEMO FOR
THE PRESIDENT:

%ﬂlled the White House
at 11:30 toni and left the following

message:

"We expect a destroyer in the
area in question at day-light.
She 1s working with patrol
planes, endeavoring to establish
contact with suspiclous vessel
by day-light. Situation well
handled by all hands. Full
detaile will be glven to
Captain Callaghan Friday morning."

Tel. & Tel. Office,
Cook.



THE WHITE HOUSE | VL ‘
WASHINGTON ¥ g e~

v
October 1&, 1939

MENO:
FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Admiral Stark called and left the
following meseage:

"The German Ship Fredreka 1s 1in
Tempico, Mexlco, loaded with
Delsel o0il and provlisicns,
Deieel o0il procured in Port
Arthur, Texas and has been 1in
Tampico since August 30th.
Indications point toward her
early esailing. Am putting her
in seme status as Columbus”.

Admiral Stark 1s available by
telephone if you care to call
him.

Tel, and Tel.
ab.

pp—

Ya L 3 Odptro L



TELEGRAM

The White Hous: 9.
Waslyington « 0

The White House _y/-,'-"‘
Washington Oect 20, 1939, \ \ﬁ.ﬁ' W"’J\
For the President

From The Secretary of Stateg

Suggested summary of telegram from American Censul,
Tampliece, Mexlco to be telegraphed te Hyde Parks

"October 20, 4:00 pm. Emmy Friedrich just applied
to authorities for clearance for Malme Sweden indicating
probable departure tonight".

Navy informed.

7pm/d.
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7 __
TELEGRAM ‘

%}W The MWhite House
thﬂgﬁﬂﬂ&hn White House
Washington Oect 20, 1939

For the President o ——
From Secretary of State

The Coast Guard telephoned the following message:

"A submarine was sighted off the shore of Daytona Beach
at 10:30 todey. The Jacksonville district ordered the Miami
and Charleston, 3.C., alr stations to investigate ard notify

navy patrols.”

830pm/d



- g8 AN
" TELEGRAM | )"
7 The White House
1H . The White H

For the President Washington Oet 20, 1929,
From Secretary of State

"French consulate states message heard October
15 at 10:00 a.m on 21,50 meters and again on
October 17 at 8 p.m. on 20,75 meters information
communicated to us October 18 at 4 Dams
Collins
Tampieco

830am/d
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/ \
TELEGRAM N e

The Hljte House [+
Hlashington

The White House
Washington Oct 20, 1929

For #me The President
From Secretary of State

Summery of telegrams received at State Department
9130 p.m. from Consul Tampico.

"Emmy Friedrich pessed out of river mouth 7110 p.m.
taking northward course often taken by vesasels bound
in other directions to avoid shoals. When last seen
by daylight appearance not altered, hull black, super-
-structure white, name in white bloeck letters near
bow, F on smokestack,

"I belleve that the vessel with low speed of not more
than eight knots does not expect to get very far and
1t may sccomplish its mission near Tampice, Following
this speculatien ship may possibly remain in or near
three mile limit,

(signed) Collins, American Consul

Tampico,"

830am/d



TELEGRAM /(0 9

Vo The White House
.l‘i'\w Washington Tﬁiaﬁiﬁcf"ﬁii 21, 1959

FOR THE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION OF THE PRESIDENT

Sentiago, October 21, received 2122 p.m,
190, October 21, 1:00 p.m.

Of German ships at Talcehuano only the Osorno which

fuelled at Valparaiso August 31, appears in condition

to continue voyage. Others still laden with cargo. Frankfurt
and Tacoma having difficulties with Chinese members of crew
and are sald to be contemplating their repatriation, there-
after employing Chileans for maintenance labor in port. Coal
18 only fuel obtainable at Tatcahuano and this only on minlmum
notice of a week. Frankfurt only coal burning.

H M S Achilles called at Punta Arenas (Magallenes) yesterday
morning then proceeded to Atlantie.
BOWERS

?Eﬂpm/h
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“'" DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

October 23, 19392

My dear Mr. President:
You may be interested in the enclosed copy of the
translation of a note dated October 19, 1939 from the
e ————

e gt . il e

German uha.rsi d'Affalres ad interlm concerning neutral

merchant shipe traveling in the escort of English or

French convoys.

Failthfully yours,

SRV

Translation of note
from German Embassy,
October 19, 1939.

Enclosure:

The Presldent,
The White House.
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[Translation]
GERMAN EMBASSY, Washington, D. C., October 189, 1838,
« 'l =

Mr. Becretary of State:

By direction of my Government, I have the honor to
advise Your Excellency of the following, referring to my
note of September 30th:

The English Government is disseminating the asser-
tlon that for neutral merchant ships traveling in the
escort of English naval vessels means inoreased safety and
does not represent any violation of neutrality.

With regard to this I have been directed by my Govern-
ment to notify the Government of the United States of
America of the following:

English or French comvoys will be attacked by German
combat foroes with armed force. The German action will be
directed not only against escorting warships, but also,
without distinotion, against all escorted ships. Thie
corresponds to the generally recognized rules of naval
warfare. At the same time attention 1s once more called
to the fact that all neutral merchant ships, including

passenger
His Excellency

Cordell Hull,

Secretary of State of the United States,
Washington, D. C.



-2-

passenger steamers, which run at night without lights
showing expose themselves to confusion with the enemy's
warships or auxiliary vessels, and consequently to danger

of destruetion.
Accept, Mr., Secretary of State, the renewed assurasnce

of my most dletinguished consideration.

TR:JWP:IML



/ DEPARTMENT OF STATE \l,,mu-—"'\
THE SECRETARY \

October 23, 1939,

—

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I believe this will be of

interest,

.
T R



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
October 25. 1939,
10:36 a.m,
MEMORANDUM ,

Commlssioner Trultt of the Maritime Commission Just

telephoned from New York to say that sources in which
he had confidence had reported to him that the Maritime
Commission tanker *City of Flint", which brought more
than 200 survivors of the Athenia dlsaster, is reported
to have turned up at Troms#, Norway, on Saturday, flying
the German flag and in posgsession of a German prize
erew., I asked Mr, Trultt whether he had reason to be-
lieve it was the Commission's ship, He sald the "City
of Flint" had salled on October 3rd and had not reported
in the meantime, I asked if he had told the White
House or the Commission, He sald he was informing the
Commlssion.

1 checked with Mr, Hembold, Director of the Divi-
glon of Operations of the Maritime Commission, who stated
that the "City of Flint" left New York Oectober 5rd for
Manchester, England; that she was due at this port
October 16th or 17th; on October 20th the United King-
dom agent for the U, 85, Lines called the vessel for a
period of 24 hours, recelving no answer; on October 2lst

the



the Margitime Commission, Mr. Hembold stated, sent a
message to thelr agent at London, Mr, Spencer, inquiring
after the ship's position, Late Sunday, information was
received, apparently from the Naval Attaché at London,
that the vessel had been taken by a German prize corew
and by that orew to a neutral port in Norway. The
United States Lines office, apparently New York, received
a cable from their London representative, Jackson,

that the City of Flint left Tromsd at 6:30 p.m. Saturday,.
Mr, Hembold sald he had discussed this with the HNavy

and that the Navy was in possesslon of no other infor-

mation than that whiech he gave me,

66 a.m

Hr, Hembold again telephoned to say that a Naval
message had Just been received, stating: that the Hritish
vessel "Stonegate® was sunk October 5th in latitude 31,
longitude 46, by a large (German man-of-war similar to
the one which sunk the Sritish "Clement" on October lat.
Survivors af were transferred to the "City of Flint" on
October 15th, which entered Troms#, Norway, Saturday,
October 21st, flying the German flag and in command of a
German prize orew, The *City of Flint" salled to the

southward at 6:30 p.m, on the same date, presumably
for



for Germany,
Mr, Hembold stated that the "City of Flint" had

loaded at Baltimore, Hampton Hoads, Philadelphia, and
New York, with lard, lubricating oll, copper, sugar,

flour, cereals, and other items which he 1s now sum-

marizing for a supplementary statement,

IN:BSaugstad:HHR



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN CALLAGHAN

Will you speak to me
about this today?

F. D. R.

Confidential message to the
President from Ambassador Caffery
at Rio de Janelro in re shlp
DELNORTE observing submarine at
entrance to Santos harbor.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

! THE SECRETARY

Cotober 24, 1939,
7:30 p.m.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Message telephoned to the Secretary's Office by

Lieutenant Commander Hirschfield, Duty Offlcer, Coast

“Guard Headauarters, at 7:15 to 7:25 p.m. This message
had Just been recelved at Coaet Guard Headquarters.

From Comast Guard Alr Station, St. Petersburg:

The plane which sighted the ggng;ggé reported that
when that vessel wae seen she had on deck planke or

oll hose,

L

-

William D, Moreland, Jr.



DEFARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

Ootober 24, 1939,
7:30 p.m,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Message telephoned to the Secretary's Office by
Lieutenant Commander Hirschfield, Duty Officer, Coast
Guard Headquartera, at 7:16 to %:EB p.m., Thie message
had just been recelved at Coast Guard Headquarters.

From Coast Guard New Orleans District Headquarters:
It was reported by shrimp fishermen that they had
elghted an unidentified gubmarine cloee in off Pass
Cavallo, 45 mlles northward from Corpus Christi, on
October 20.

COMMENT: Commander Hirschfield felt that there might
poseibly be some connectlion between thie
report and the report from the Coast Guard
Alr Station, S8t. Petersburg, accompanying.

i al

Y

William D, Moreland, Jr.



.
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHIMNGTON
oA
¥y | October 27, 1339.
MEMOHANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

I believe Admiral Stark spoke to the President
ssveral days ago, over the phone, about the attached
letter, sspeclally the emclosura to the letter
referring to the distribution of Army planes.

It will be noted that the instructions to the
Waval District Commandants refer to preliminary
organization for a projected inner coastal patral
which has not as yet been established. The District
Commandants, of course, are at the present time
carrying out their neutrality duties with forces
available within thelr diatricts and in close
cooperation with Comatroa, who is administering
the off-shore patrol.

Respectfully,

« J. CALLAG



JAVY DEVLRTHEST
Offices of the Chief of Ilaval Cperationa

CTASHIIOTON
Op-308-BD
[3C)ALE-1 D-1BE4S
Serinl o758
[ — i ! 18 September 1339
From: The Chief of !Taval Operations,
To: © The Commandant, Firat laval District,

The Commandent, Third Naval Distriest,

The Commandant, Fourth Neval Distrlet,
The Commandant, Fifth lewval Distriet,

The Commandant, Sixth Naval Distriet,

The Commandant, Seventh Naval District,
The Cormandant, Eighth !lnval Distrlot,
The Commandant, Eleventh Neval Distriet,
The Commandant, Tvelfth Navel District,
The Commandant, Thirteenth Naval District.

Sub ject: Foroas for Naval District leutrality duties.

Refarence: (a) ‘far Dept. (Chief of Staff) ltr. of 9@ Sept.
1939 re-cooperation with the Navy in Alr
Coastel Patrol Operations.

Enolosure: (A] Copy of reference (am).

1, In order that the Navsel Districts may carry out
investigsations along the coast in conneetion with neutrality
gnd have the nucleu f an orcanization for cosstwise chger-
vation und security in time of war, the Department plans
eventually to manke available additional aireraft unlta for
Atlantle Coast MNaval Diastricts for inclusion in an lnner coastal
patrol, when and 1f such may be requlred.

e — ==

2. 4 the decommissioned destroyers are placed in
gervice 1t i3 unticlpated that destroyers will be avoilable
for detaill for neutrallty duty in Naevel Disfricts, approx-
imately ez follows:-

£ esach to the lst, 4th, 5th, 1llth, 12th and 13th Haval
Diastriots;

4 to the 3rd Y¥aval Distrieot;

4 to the 6th Navael District for use in the 6th, "th and

Bth Naeval Distriects.

4

..1\-.*‘7' wkg,w‘"‘"* o=




2. By refaronce (a), copy enclosed, the Army haa
made available cervain airoraft unite to masiat the Havy.
The Department desires for the present to limit the opera-
tion of Army eircraft under provisions of ¥TP 155 to inves-
tigation and identiflecation of forelmn public vessels which
moy bhe reported along the coamat.

4. On the Atlantic Coast an off-shore patrol is
operating under the Commander of the Atlantie Squadron to
investigate and report the identity of foreign public ves-
gels sighted or reported within the patrolled areas, laval
Districts should cooperate with the Commander of the Atlantic
Squadron for this purpose.

§., District Commandants will earry out their neu-
trality duties with the forces now avallable, and will plan
facilities to operate sdditional aircraft, probably medlum range
cbservation or scouting planes,ss tl.ene becope availeble in
the followlng numbers:-

lat Naval District
ard Naval District 6 planes plus 4 blimps based at Lakehurat;
4th Naval Distriet 8 planes plus 2 blimpn based at Lakehurst;
S5th Haval Distrlet - 8 planas;

éth and 7th Havol Pistriecta - 18 planes.

6. To cower the current limlted umnrﬁﬂnnf present
plans contemplate inereasing air forees in Hava iatriota
to approximately the following strangths, and District Com-

mandants will plan sccordingly. (Delivery of these planes
iz expected within nlne months);-

12 planes;

[ I |

15t Noval District - 48 0S80 saaplaneu !.11& .JEELE l:umart.iblas.
3rd ¥aval District - 16 "
4th Naval Distriet - 16 "
Sth Naval Distriet - 14 *
7th Maval District (Mlam! and Key "Jest) 32 ms above

L " H "
" Ll ] L]

O ST NS I — f8/_H.R, 3TARE _ _ _ _
Cony to: CIUCUS
LA
gﬁjfn“ yar [ooievelt Library
Budmet Officer OEGLASCIFIED
4ll Ou.fioes, Neval Operations. Py
Budooks Uud Uik 5200.9 (9/27/88)
BuCon
e 4 /g5
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TRRE PEPIRYIENT
OFFTCE OF THE OWISF 0P STAVP
Washington, M. C,

& Saptambar 1930
fubject: Conparation with the Kavy in Alr Coantal Patrol Operations.
To: The Chief of Kawal OCparations.

1. Tn compliance with instructions from the President relative to
ccoperation between the Army and the ¥avy in svch air constal patrol opar=
ations s =ay be undertaken, you are ndvissd that instructions have besn
1zsusd making available Army airoraft to mssint the ¥avy in the continental
Mnited Stntes where ¥awal aircralt are lacking or are insufficient for the
FUPDOBE .

2+ Feconnaisgsance and bombardment aircraft will participate and will
poarate, for the present, from the beses listed in the following paragrach.
Tnitial requests for Army cooperation should be rade to the moproprints
Ying commarders and thereafter as may be arrangsd locally between Wing and
Vawval Matrist cormanders, or their representatives.

3:  The disposition of awailable units of the 0OBY Air Force, by wings,
together with the lecation of wing commanders is ms follews:

1) Atlantic Const
2d Ting, THQ Alr Force

Cemsanding Mansral, Langley Fiald, ¥a,
24 Bombardeant froup Langlay Field, Va,
#th Bombardment Group ¥itchal Field, L.T., ¥: Y.

*2lst Reconnalissance Squadron  Muniatival Airnart, Wami, Fla,

*This souadron w111 move at onoo from Langley Field, Va.,
te Yaml, Flerida, and will be crepared for coorations
bepinning in the lnte afternoon, Baptember 9, 1533,

{2) fulf Coast
34 Wing, GHQ Air Force

Commanding General, Barksdale Field, Shreveoort, Ia,
34 Attack Group Barkadale Field, Shreveoort, Ia,

(3) Imeiffo Coast

lst Wing GBQ Air Foroe

Commanding Genaral Harch Field, Riveraids, Calif,
18th Bombardmant Oroup ¥arch Field
38th Recommnissamce Squiren March Field
Tth Bombardment fGroup Hamilton Field, San Rafasl,Califs

88th Reconnaissance Squadron Pamilton Fleld.

/8/ 0. ¢, VARSFALL
FNCLOSURE (A). Thiaf af Stafe
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THE WHITE HOUSE o \

WASHINGTON

October 31, 1939,  /

- 14

[T

MEMORANDUM ¥OR V
THE PRESIDENT v

I am forwarding a copy of Admiral Stark's

radio talk made on Navy Dey, thinking 1t might be
of possible interest to the President.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT ' r

RELEASE FOR PUBLICATION 11:30 p.m, EST OCTOBER 27, 1959,

NAVY DAY ADDRESS
ADMTIRAL Enmmﬁg. STARK, U.S5+ NAVY
CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIOIE
11:15-11:30 pm.
MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM
WOL = WASHINGTON,DWC.

I should like, on this 18th Navy Day sponsored by the Navy League
of the United States, and the commemoration of the Blst anniversary of
Theodore Roosevelt's birthday, to give you a brief account of our stewert-
ghip -- & report on how we stand in the matter of sea powar.

it this time we are making material increases to our naval strength.
Wie now have 276 combatant ships in commission in the Flest and an additional
98 of various types laid up, or a total of 374 combatant vessels built.
Thers are alse 77 building - giving us a grond total of 45l.

These last few years mark an orderly progran towards a homogeneous,
woll belanced flost. Notwithstanding the extomsive building program since
1933, it is interosting to note that we arc still below our strongth of 1922,
when we had a umhn‘aanéau:: &4-'5.'5 ships built and building, tho strongest fleet
in Sheo world.

A8 n rosult of the 1922 Washington Limitation of Arms Conforcneo
this country mads the grostest gesturo to tho cause of poaco and limitation
of arms over mado by any nation. We sersppod throo querters of a million
tons of ships at a valuo of noerly throo hundred millions of dollars.

From this vory costly expsrisnce wo loarned that disarmoment by oxamplo did

not pays



-

That conforsnce plus the ensuing holiday in shipbuilding landod us
in a holo from which wo have boon graduslly digging out sines 1933,

This eleven years holidey in buidding, beginning in 1922, had tho effect
of ecausing shipyards to go out of business, navol architoets to sesk cther ficlds,
and expert ship worksrs to entor other lines of industry. This heavy handiecap
has been groetly reduced by ond with tha cooperntion of shipbuildors ond allied
industrioa,.

It must alvways be romambored that for the most part Naval wors are largoly
Tought, ond won or lost, with tho Floet os it existad at the commencemant of
hostilitinsg,

Ships cannot bo improvised. It takes sbout four yosrs to build a
battloship; throe yesrs for an eirplans ecrrisr or cruiser, and two yexrs for
destroyers or submsrinos. And tho sbove timos do not include that considarable
additionnl time nocossary to mokc them effective fighting units aftor their
officers and erow ropert aboard.

Tho Navy must at all times be ready. In this world of today wo novar
can afford a lapaas.

Ships must have basos, just as automobiles require overhaul gormgos and
filling stations,

The program of construction of tho air and submarino basos, as re=
cenmondsd by the Hepburn Board and authorized by Congross, is progrossing
satisfactorily.

Tho outhorized program of ship and airplanc production and supporting
shore facilities is being pushod to complotion at the oarliost practicnble dotes.
I boliove that the great majority of my fellow countrymon will agroo

that in view of the existing chaotic world conditions, 2 detormination to keap

this country strong, will provide the grentest safoguard for the maintenance of



poaco.

I should like to toko the opportunity afforded on this Navy Day to
poy a woll dosorved tribute to the mon who mon your Navy ond whon I spoak of
the Navy, I, of courss, include tho Mcring Corps, which 1s an integral port
of tho Navy ond a soureo of pride and strongth to it. Tho morale of our men
is vory high, whilo the efficiency in tho various rctings ond the comprohensive-
ness of training is unsurpassed,by—my TATY L CHD WOTide=

You may ploce evory confidenco in the cherneter, the ability, and the
efficioney of tho officers and enlistod personncl of tho Wovy. Thoy arc on tho
high soas working for you ovory dany of tho year. Rondiness is their wotehword.

It should not be for@tten thnt these men roturning to civil pursuits
aftor four yoors or longer in tho Naval Service constituto a parfectly splendid
influcnce in our national life; thoy aro woll setup; thoy rospoct the flag;
¢noy have in many ecases learned o trede; thoy kmow obodionce ond rospect
for outhority ond thoy can be counted on in time of nood. Tholr actusl and
potontial valuo can not be measurod.

As an itom of intcrost I might add that the Mavy runs forty-eight Trade
Sehools for the oducation of its men, this boing neccssary in tho man-of-wnr
of todeoy whers almost ovcrything is mechanieal, but whers, novorthelass,
the MAN now, as in the dcys of John Paul Jones, is the CREAT and IMPORTANT
thing.

The Nevy is working in eloso cooperction with our sistor gorvico, tho
Ammy. Relations havo nover beon on o sounder footing. Wo exorcise at joint
problems, and by regularly constituted cnd contimuing coordinnting ngoncies
and liaison groups solve thoso probloms to our common understanding ond our
mutunl satisfaction. No one nppresciates more thon tho Navy the important aphere

that the Army holds in all phoses of the notional defonsc.
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In tho prosont doy problams tho Coast Guard and tho Navy work
clmost o8 a singlo unit whoro joint probloms exist such ae tho current one
of prosorving noutrality. Tho moeting and T:tmnpmw}ng.ur tho IROQOIS into
How York is a typlenl oxompls of this, W Mﬁhc Coast Guard o auw
its nlvpys splondid performance of duty.

Somo will say thet tho Nrvy is oxponsives. Yos, on ndoquate Newy,
proporly manned, proporly oguipped, ond properly mainteined is gaponsive.

But so iz any form of insurnneo on vclunblo pocsessiong. 4 Hovy not quite
adequato would bo the most oxpomsive luwmury this eountry could poseibly
gupport, for in the event of o national emorgeney on infeorior flsot would
probably fril to fulfill tho vitaol role for which it was grogtod = that of
giving positivo protosticn to our soa frontiore.

AdmiralRodmnn mode this very ploin whon he stotod that o sceond best
novy wos cnalogous to o sccond bost pokor hand.

L study of the soureos of raw mateoriols, ond their fabrieation into
ships' hulls and oquipmont elocrly shows that ovory Statc in the Union bonofits
by Nov-l construction. About olghty-five poreent of theo monoy 80 spant for
ship building goos into tho pockets of labor. It roochos directly or in-
dircetly in the form of wagos - = = thoe man in tho nine, tho mill, thao fectory,
the forost, tho field, tho store, cnd tho home.

Privato shipbuilding is stinulatod as ruech os possible not only for
irmodiato bonofits, but in ordor to insure, that in an auergoney, priveto
shipyards will boeguipped with tho nocessary ways, nachinc shops, and troinod
workmon to e-rry out urgont amorgoney construction. Tho Navy Yards and Govorne
nont Arsanols supplaont tho privato plants.

Agnin tho major part of tho mnnual cost of upkoop and oporntion

of tho cetive floot gooe into the pay cnvolopo of ite porsonnols
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The Navy cooporctos with tho Moriting Cammission both in planning
and in oxchangs of informction. Our liaison is vory elose. Tho Cormission
iz to be commendod for tho groat hoodway e it hos made in putting Aoriean
merchont ships back on the sonse In tho ovent of on energency those well
constructod and new ships will be of inestinable vaolue to theo Novye

Tho Novy bolongs to tho poopley and the poople aftor nll constitute
our real first line of dofenses This is vy on ¥avy Day, sponsorvd by the
Navy Lerguo of the Unitod Staros, it is a pleasure to have a day when the
Navy is "at_homo" to our citizons, Wo regrot very much that tho situation
thie yoer compelled us to foroge genercl visiting aboard ships ond in Novy
Yards. Nevertheloss, our reports indieate that in intensity of intercst
and widespreoad celebration, this Nevy Doy excoods that of any other in the
1B years of its cbservonco. Why is this?

I believe it to be beccuse of the pride of the 4psrican peooplo
in their Floot -=-= o Floet thot thoy wont and danand be strong and officicnt.

Aftor all while in a military sonse wo spoak of the Navy aos
the first line of defonse and the guprdian of the Hation's sca frontiors,
nevortholess I hope you will all individuslly realizoe that tho Navy is only
what tho ivorsgzo Citizon mnkos it.

It is tho man in the stroot who in the lost analysis deotermines tho
Country's policies, whother it be Mavy or anything else. Our real first lino
of dofonso which goos back to bedrock is Mr. Averape Citizen, sud tho
intorost which he trkos in his Notion's affairs, ond his ability to nako his
viows heer? through his chosen alactod roprosentntivo.

Tho constitution of tho Floot is lergely your responsibility; that
of oporoting i1t in your defenso is that of tho officers cnd mon who givo it

lifa.
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So long as Mr. Aversge Citizen is both essentially moral and
essentially manly,

So long as he is willing and gled to render service and make sacrifices
for his Country without thinking over much of the sacrifices,

S50 long as he detests unjust war but at the same time insiste his
own Country be made ready in time of need to hold its own egainst all who
would harm it from within er without,

So long as he reslizes thet peace like freedom is safe only e g~
long ms ho is willing to exert eternal vigilance, and to fight for it if
nocessary,

So long as theso things constitute his ingrained conviction as they
did that of Theodore Roosovelt whose birthday this Navy Dey honors,

Just sc long and no longer will imerice be safee

I should 1liks to leave with you, and I hope it will ramain with
you, a thought ho so aptly exprossed in the following:

I quoto

"This primo and all importent lesson to leoarn is that while
proparedness will not quarantee a nation against war, unpreparedncss oventully
insures not meroly war, but utter disastoer."

I belicve tho evants of tho past fow yoars have brought home tho
convietion to every thinking man and woman in our Country tho full realization
that our voice, our influonco omong the Natiens of tho Earth, will havo weight,
and thet our goneral intercst will be safoguarded largoly in proportion to
our strength on tho son.

Finally I should like to quoto the Prineco of Poaco who over

ninetoon conturios ago statod:
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"Whon a strong man ammed, guardeth woll his palaco,
ho sleepsth in Peaco - -

"But when a stronger then he sholl como upon him, and
overcomo him, he takoth from him all his armor whoroin he trustod 2
and dividoth his spoils."

-



ARMY AND NAVY VWUNITIONS BOARD

Memorandum for the Asst Seoretary of Wer-Louis Johmson
From Col. Charles Fines=U.8. Army

Subject--FOREIGN INQUIRIES FOR PRODUCTION OF MUNITIONS
FROM THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES:

Pinlend

Cenada
Belghun
Mexico

France

\ tu-ﬁur File-(War Dept folder) Drawer 41939

T



November 24, 1930,

Report--Fo 6

——

MENORANDUM FOR THE ASST SECRETARY OF WAR-Louis Johnsom
From Col Charles Hines=U.5. Army

Subject: FOREION INQUIRIES FOR RODUCTION OF WUNITIONS
FROM THE FOLLOWINC COUNTRIES
Oreat Britain
Canads
Frunce
Latvin
Union of Scuth Afriea
Bumania
Tabulation on Searchlight Crders

See1Raw Fi)lg.(War Dept folder) Drewer 4-1039
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Report-=Ho 8

Memorandum for The Asst Secretary of War--Louis Johnsom
From Col Charles HinesU.S. Army

Subject: FOREION INQUIRIES FOR PRODUCTION OF MUNITIONS
FRO¥ THE POLLOWING COUNTRIES
Pinland
Lockheed Alreraft Corp
Remington Arms Co
Dupont Company
Exports of Steel

Report--No T  POREIGN INQUIRTES FROV THE FOLLOWING:
Great Britain
France
Canada

Mexioco

FNetherlands

Finland

Brazil

Uniom of South Afrieca

Serap Irom
mmwm«mmrm
Export Licemses
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December 5, 1939,

Report--Jo 10..

Memorandum for the Asst Seeretary of War--Louls Johnsonm
From Col. Charles Hines—eU, 5, Army

Subjects FOREIGN INQUIRIES FOR PRODUCTION OF MUNITIONS
FROM THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES

Irish Free State
France

Yugoslavia

Embergs on Airclanes
Conf with Pratt & Whitney Representatives

BeeyRaw FileSWar Dept folder) Drawer 4=1939



ARMY AND NAVY LUNITIONS BCARD

Report--tio 12

December 9 , 1939,
Nesorandun for the Asst Secretary of Warelouls Jo'nson
From Col. Charles Hires-U.8, Army

Subject POREIGN INQUIRIES FOR FROTUCTION OF NUNITIONS
FROM THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES:

Belgimm

Canada

Finland

Great Britain
Netherlands

Turkey

Uniom of South Africa

Yugoslavia

Seet Raw File(War Dept folder)Drawer 4-1989



ARNY AND NAVY MUNITIONS ROARD
December 15, 1939

Report--No 13

Meuorandum for the Asst Secretary of WareLouis Johnson
From Col. Charles Hines-U.8, Army

lub,jm-—?nr-ip inquiries for production of munitions
from the following countries
Finland
Belgium
Sweden
Argentina
Braszil

Korway

Seet Raw File(War Dept folder) Drawer 4-1939



ARMY AND NAVY MUNITIONS BOARD

December 18, 1989,
Report 14

*

Memorandum for the Asst Secretary of War--Louis Johnson
From nﬂli ﬂhlrlll Hines=U.8. "w

Subject: FOREIGN INQUIRIES FOR PRODUCTION OF MUNITIONS
FROM THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES:

Belgium
Bragil

Export of Airplanes
Export of In_ﬂulh-itl Furnaces
SeeiRaw File(War Dept folder) Drawer 4-1939
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Nﬂ '( THE WHITE HOUSE \‘;\y e u/

WASHINGTOMN ‘Vﬂ I.:,.l"l
Yo

November 3, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE PRESIDENT

Admiral Stark asked me to present this revised
draft of & bill providing for a 25§ increase in
naval construction, to the President.

It will be noted that Section 6 of the original
draft is still retained, Both Admiral Stark and
Admiral Woodson feel that the retention of this
section will "clear the decks" and simplify the
matter of allocation of mot only vessels as a
whole tut parts thereof which also fall within
the purview of the allocetion section of the
Vinson-Trammel Act. Also, this proposed Act
provides for replacements and the matter of
allocation of vessels in that category is not
covered in the Vinson-Trammel Act allocation
section.
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A BILL

To establish the composition of the United States Navy,
to authorize the construction of certain navel ves-
sels, and for other purposes.

Sec.| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress sssem-

bled, That the authorized composition of the United States
Navy in underage vessels as established by the Act of
May 17, 1938 (52 Stat. 401) is hereby further increased
by four hundred thousand tons: Provided, That this in-
¢rease shall apply only to the aggregate of the tonnages
of aireraft carriers, eruisers, destroyers, and submarines:
Provided further, That this increase may be so distributed
among the four types of wessels as to bring the total
tonnage in each type to the amount determined by the
FPresident to be in the best interests of the national
defense.

SEC. 2. The President of the United States is
hercby authorized to undertake such construction includ-
ing replacements as is necessary to provide and mainteip
the total underage composition authorized in section 1
of the Act: Provided, That the vessels herein author-
ized shall be of such size, armement, and design as the
President may consider best suited for the purposes of

natiocnal defense.



SEC. 3. The President of the United States 1s
hereby authorized to ameguire or construct naval eir-
planes, end lighter-than-aircraft, and spare parts eand
eguipment, as may be necessary to provide and maintain
the number of useful neaval airplanes at a total of
nod more than six thousand; and the number of useful
lighter-than-aircraft at a total of not more than thirty-
gix.

SEC. 4. The Predident of the United States is
hereby further authorized to acquire and convert or to
undertake the construction of two hundred thousand tons
of auxiliary vessels of such size, type, &and design as he
may congider best suited for the purposes of national
defense. Section 4 of the Act of May 17, 1938 (52
Stat. 401) in so far as applicable to auxiliary ves-
sels not yet acquired or whose construction has not
yet been undertaken, is hereby repealed.

SEC. 5. There is he'eby authorized to be appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, such sums as may be neceasary to effectuate
the purposes of this Act, which purposes shall inelude
easential equipment and facilities at shore establish-
ments for building and outfitting any vessel or vessels

herein authorized.



SEC, 6. All laws and parts of laws requiring
allocation of contracts, construetion or manufacture
of navel vessels or aireraft or parts o equipment
thereof, to elther Government or privately owned build-
ing or manufacturing asctivities are hereby repealed.
SEC, 7. Vessels of the following categories
shall hereafter be deemed underage until the number of

years indicated have elapsed since completion:

Battleships 26 years
Aircraft carriers and cruisers 20 years
Other combatant surface craft 1lé years
Submarines 1% years.

SEC. 8. Except as otherwise provided in this Act,
the contracts for the construction of the complete ves-
sels and aircraft, or any portion thereof imcluding
spare parts and equipment, herein authorized shall be
in accordance with the terms and conditions provided
by the Act of March 27, 1934 (48 Stat. 503) as amended:
Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy is authorized
to advance, from appropriations aveilable therefor,
payments to contractors in emountes not exceeding thirty

per centum of the contract price, upon such terms as he
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shall prescribe and upon condition thet adequate
security for the protection of theGovernment for the

paymenf so made shell be required: Frovided further,

<

That nothing herein shall be construed to repeal the
Act of August 22, 1911 (37 Stat. 32, U.S.C., title

34 sec. 582) entitled "An Act authorizing the. Secretary
of the Navy to make partial payments for work already
done under publiec contracts.,"

SEC. 9. That whenever deemed by him to be in the
interests of the national defense, the Secretary of the
Navy is hereby authorized to negotiate contracts for
the acquisition or construction of complete naval ves-
gels or aireraft or any portion thereof and spare parts
and equipment that hawe .becn or may be authorized, with-
out competition, provided that he shall determine the

priece to be fair and reasonable.
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Adm, Starks | 1%

"ne Coulmore is oufe. We
hsd & vessell which contected her
by radlo. Gne 1s wll right wod
on her way wnd we have culisd off




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOM
| GO Lokt
ﬂ Dacambaer 5p 1939*
\ U S e
IHE PRESIDENT

This appears to ba the finul information on

the COULMORE incident.

Respectfully
. EA LLAGHAN .

Franklin 0. Rocsevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
00D DIR. 5200, (9/27/68)

Date- 17‘. 2~70

Signature- W"Q'/



ta regly rese i Enlilals NAVY DEPARTMENT

Lt GFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OFERATIONS
Op=-156-5-5 WHG*MLLHMGD

Bl - SRS Ty
HERATUN

Frooi Domestle Intelligencs Branch.
To 3 Director, Naval Intelligence.

SUBTECT: Sighting of submarine by British 5. 5. COULMORE.
The following information was roceived from the Coast Guard:

"This office has boen further advised with respect to the re-
poarted sighting of a submarine by the British 5. 5. COULMORE, which
wes enrouts from Philedalphis to the British Islss in Latitude
407 201 M., Longitude 627 21' W,, on 3l October 1939, 11:50 P.M.

"The circumstances wers thesa: A small ssarchlight wea ob-
sarved on the port quarter by the master. Hs seoumed it to be &
submarine, changzed courge radically and zig-zagged, and at 3:i6 a.m.
Hovembar let sent radic mensage reporting s submarine sighted.

"The master reports that on Hovembor 2nd at l:i0 a.m.; Groen-
wich time; he sent an "out of danger" message by radio. The radical
changes of course are balleved to be the resason searching vessels
ware unabls teo locats the COULMORE. British Naval suthorities in-
dicate the master is now none too sure he had sighted a submarine
and probably actad hastily."

E. B. NTIOH,
Captuin, U. 5. Havy.
ect Op-10
w Franklin 0. Roowevelt Library
= DECLASSIFIED
01680 900 IR, s200.5 (s/27/68)

Oate- &7 —7. =7

2ignature~ W}Q =
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 3, 1939.

o ——————

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

George Durno of the
International News gave me this,
and I have turned it over to
Admiral Anderson for astudy.

Dan Callaghan also has a copy.

E.M. Htﬂm_'_’ -




WESTERN UNION _——

WAJ15 B DPR PAID
HN NEW YORK NY 200P Nov. 3, 1939.

W K HUTCHINSON
INTERNATIONAL NEWS SERVICE, WASH DC

Mexleo City correspondent advises QUOTE Strictly confidential,
not for publication by request American Embassy suggest
transmission Navy Department. German Submarine U-£9 crulsed
off Tampico Oct 17 according messages found on two carrier
plgeons which dropped exhausted at Texcoco ten miles from
Mexico City yesterday forenoon. Plgeons carried three
messages including one by second in command U-boat giving
latitude longitude his craft. American Embassy British
Consulate Mexican Government investigating. Messages stated
be first definite conclusive proof presence German submarines
in Gulf waters."
J. C. OESTREICHER
225P



DEPARTMENT OF STATE I

DIVISION OF
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS

MEMORANDUM

Hovember 7, 1939

The White House
The Becretary

The Coast Guard advised this office that their
Porto Rican station states that yesterday the French
naval vessel Jeanne d'Arc wae eighted about 20 miles

off Vieques Island, a small island off Porto Rico.

IN:JES:DKL



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 15, 1939,

Zersonnl and Sonfidentist~—

Memorandum for the
Aoting Secretary of the Navy:

I note by the "Daily Flash" of
November 1l4th that a contract has been
awarded to Robert and Company, of
Atlanta, for t1on of
plane and :pu!.:l’{ut.tnns for work on
naval air station at San Juan, Puerto
Rico, Was this contract let after
competition? If not why not?

What other contracts have been
let to Hobert and C , Atlanta,
with or without competition, and how
ie that C connected with any
other Navy work?

Franklin 0. Roort

BECLASSIFIED

\0h n‘q 5200.9 (9/27/68)

Date-~ 4-— 7- ?f‘
signatores SV;‘ a‘:).__-r-"j



IN REPLY ADDRESS
THE BUREALU OF YARDS AND DOCHS

sttt NAVY DEPARTMENT

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

BUREAL OF YARDS AND DOCKS
DEGLASSIFIED
M WASHINGTON, D.C.
DOD DIR. sz00.9 (s/27/58)

[ November 1939

s . 5. ey
Yo Signature- riiaf-?fqéﬁkzﬁ_
To: The Acting Secretary of the Navy.

SUBJECT: Contracts with Robert & Company for Engineering and
Architectural Services.

1. In compliance with your directions, the following
information relative to contracts with Robert & Company of
Atlanta, Georgia, is submitted.

2. Contracts for the preparation of engineering and
architectural plans and specifications have been negotiated

with Robert & Compamny, as follow:

Date Location Structure Cost Fee Fee Status
1939 of Project Amount
7/29 Pensacola Air 3 Buildings - $1,165,199 $50,000 4% Plans and
Station Aircraft Store- specifi-
house - Ground cations
School - Wel- finished.
fare Building.
9/25 Pensacola Power Plant and 217,000 9,500 4% 50%
Distributing Complete.
Systems,
11/15 Jacksonville 3 Storehouses 745,000 20,000 2.8 Work un-
der way .
- Patrol Base, Temporary Bar- 245,000 11,000 4% Contract
Puerto HRico. racks & Qtrs. - negotiated,
Distributing not yet
Systems. signed.

Note: Attention is invited to the fact that the fees
listed above do not represent "profit". Robert
& Company maintain a staff of about 150 engi-
neers and architects. In addition, overhead
and material costs are paid from their fee.
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3. None of these comtracts was let under competitive
bidding. By the Act of #pril 25, 1939 (the so-called Hepburn Alr
Base Act) the Congress authorized the Secretary of the Navy to
negotiate contracts for the engineering and architectural ser-
vices required for the preparation of plans and specifications
for Naval Public Works. In the hearings on the Bill it was
explained to the Committees that, in the interest of speed and
economy, it was desirable that the Navy avail itself of the
services of the country's outstanding engineers and architects
and their organizations. It was stated that if the Navy was to
adhere to the construction schedule for the new Air Bases it
would be necessary that this procedure be followed. It was
pointed out that the only practicable alternative to this pro-
cedure would be to recruit large governmental organizations of
engineers, architects, and draftsmen, and that the recruiting
and training period would be costly and time-consuming, while
the demobilization would be politically difficult. This latter
procedure would have deprived the Navy of the services of the
country'!s outstanding engineering and architectural experts.

4. The question was raised by the Committees as to why
such contracts should not be let by competitive bldding. In
reply it was stated that competitive bidding for professional
services is considered unethical by all recognized engineering
and architectural Societies; that the foremost men in the pro-
fession will not bid competitively; that it was as illoglecal to
ask for bids for the services of an engineering or architectural
specialist as it would be to ask for blds for the services of a
medical specialist; that the negotiation by the Government of con-
tracts for professional services was not new since the practice
was followed during the war by the Navy, and other Departments
of the Government still follow it; and that the practice was
universal among other public bodies, industry, and private
individuals.

5, The first contract was negotiated with Robert & Company,
for the design of certain buildings at Pensacola, after a careful
comparison of the qualifications of Robert & Company with other
architects in that section of the country and after a personal
investigation of the firm's capabilities by the Public Works
Officer of the Pensacola Naval Air Station. You will recall that
Commander Moeller was sent by me to Atlanta, Georgia, for this
purpose, and he submitted a very comprehensive and very favorable
report on this firm.

6. The work already performed by them for the Navy has
been outstanding and the one contract which was let for a

-
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building designed by them indicates a very substantial saving
(several times the size of their fee) over the estimated cost.
From the data obtained on the work of this firm, I am convinced
that they are the most outstanding engineering and architectural
firm in the South, and they compare favorably with any in the
gcountry in certain lines of work.

7. Other than the contracts listed in paragraph 2, above,
this firm has no connection with ary other Navy work.

8., The utilization by the Navy of the country's private
engineering and architectural productive capacity by negotiating
contracts with leading engineers and architects has been com-
mented on very favorably by technical and professional Societies.
It has permitted us to contraet for large quantities of work with
a minimum of delay. For example, it is partially responsible for
the fact that during the first LW of the current fiscal
year we have awarded 170 construction contracts with a face value
of $54,145,521. The previous high record since the World War
(not including the past year) was 344 contracts at a face value
of $16,694,515 for the entire year of 1934. At our present rate, it
is estimated that we will be able to make 510 awards at a face
value of $90,000,000 during the current year, or approximately
five times the previous high record since the war.

9., As an example of the caliber of service we can obtain
under negotiated contracts, I cite Mr. Paul Cret, who I consider
is the foremost architect of America and with whom we recently
negotiated a comtract to prepare the plans and specifications for
certain of the buildings at the new Naval Medical Center. In
order to meet the President's desire for the utmost speed on this
project, I divided the work, the Bureau doing the main structure,
subsistence building, power house, laundry, roads, grounds, and
distributing systems, while Mr. Cret is doing the wards, nurses'
quarters, corpsmen's quarters, and officers' quarters. Mr. Cret
is also acting as Consultant on the entire project, ineluding
. landscaping.

10. In my opinion, it would have been as improper, ethically,
to ask Mr. Cret to bid on this work as it would be to ask the
President of the American Medical Assoclation to bild on an operation
or the President of the American Bar Assoclation to bid on a law case.
I am certain that neither of the three would submit a competitive
bid, if invited to do so. The type of engineer or architect who
would submit such a bid is the type who would be inefficlent and
hence too costly for the Navy. The fees of engineers and archi-
tects are such a small percentage of the total cost of the work

=S
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that a small difference in efficlency may result in a difference
in the cost of the structure which is many times greater than
the fee. The National Defense warrants the best talent avail-
able. It is pertinent to note that while the Congress fixed &%
as the maximum permissible fee, the maximum paid by the Navy so
far has been 5.1%, and the minimum 2.8%. The desire of the
country's leading engineers and architects to be assoclated with
the Navy's work facilitates the negotiation of contracts at fees
appreciably lower than the usual amounts.

1l. To date, the Navy has negotlated engineering and
architectural contracts with 20 different concerns. Among these
are included many of the country's leading men in their fields.
These men will not submit competitive bids for their professional
services. It is my opinion that the Navy would suffer materially
if it should deprive itself of their services.

Bhnectl.
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For list--See:Germany folder-Drawer 1-39



Copy

November 16, 1939,

My dear Mr, President:

I enclose as of possible interest a list of German
merchant vessels in ports in the Americas, reported at
sea, or reported to have been captured, sunk, or scuttled

since thelir departure from ports in the American republies.

Paithfully yours,

sipnedececcaae Sumner Welles

Enclosure:

Memorandum of
November 14, 1839,
"German Merchant
Vessels in the
Americas",

The Pre sident »

The White House.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
OF MEMBERS

Naval Historical Foundation, November 17, 1939

ashington, D. C., and was called to order by the
President at 2:30 p.a,
The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-

T\I{E meeting was held at the Navy Department,
W

proved.

The reports of the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the
Curator were read and app

It was voted that within his discretion during the
fortheoming year, the President is authorized to trans-
fer funds from the checking account to the Trust Fund.

On motion duly seconded approval in principle was
voted for the project to place a bust of the late Admiral
W. S. Sims at the Naval Academy, as sponsored by
Captain W. H, Stayton and Commander W. H. Me-
Grann and as approved by the Naval Academy authori-
ties, It was further voted to contribute $25 to the proj-
ect which is being financed by private subscription.

On motion duly seconded honorariums were voted as
follows in grateful recognition of their voluntary and
very helpful services connected with the Administration
of Foundation affairs: to Miss Florence E. Sharswood
§35, to Mrs. Rachel M. Dominick $30, and to C. L
Gardiner and L. E. Bailey §5 each.

The following trustees were unanimously re-elected
for a term of 3 years to fill existing vacancies: Dr.
Charles 0. Paullin and General David D). Porter.

It was unanimously RESOLVED:

“That the Naval Historical Foundation at its annual
meeting on November 17, 1939, heartily endorses the
project to construct & Naval Museum in Washington
and to moor such historic ships as the Constellation,
Hariford, Olympia, and a World War destroyer in a wet-
basin adjacent to the Museum, as reported out of
Committee to the House of Representatives, The
Foundation further trusts that its highly honored mem-
ber, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, will look with
favor upon this project, of such valuable educational
utility to the American public."

It was decided that copies of this resclution should be
furnished to President Roosevelt and to the Chairmen
of the Naval Committees of the House and Senate,
calling attention to the fact that the United States is
the only great naval power that has no national naval
museum.

Admiral Strauss addressed the meeting concerning
an inspection of the U.5.5. Harfford recently made by
Admiral Rodgers and himself at the Washington Navy
Vard. They reached the conclusion that it is impractica-
ble to utilize the Hariford to any considerable extent
as & naval museum, beyond the great value as an ex-
hihit of the ship herself when the work of restoration is

completed.
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.a.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY

The past year has marked gratifying progress in the
affairs and utility of the Foundation. Among a number
of interesting acquisitions of special note is the hand-
some model of the schooner Skark, donated by Miss
Jane Perry Tiffany and now exhibited outside the office
of the Secretary of the Navy. We purchased a valuable
collection of the papers of Commodore John Shaw, who
became especially distinguished in the Quasi-War with
France. We also bought a very stirring painting, now
hanging in the main lobby of the Navy Department,
ghowing Stephen Decatur boarding a Tripolitan gun-
boat in 1804,

These purchases were made possible by the generous
response of our members to a circular offering an oppor-
tunity to contribute to our general fund. The circular
emphasized the fact that there are no financial oblige-
tions connected with membership. To date a total of
§512 has been subscribed.

Naval historical material is constantly offered for
sale and with reasonable discrimination the Foundation
should be frequently able to obtain rare items of con-
siderable interest at a moderate cost. It is believed,
however, that a pelicy should be followed of restricting
such expenditures to what might be termed “salvage”
work. For example we had an opportunity some years
ago to purchase the LaValette Collection of manuscript,
For a long time we had it in our custody on loan, and it
contained many documents of unusual naval interest.
We did not have sufficient funds to pay the asking price
and this historically valusble lot of papers was after-
wards sold piecemeal and is now scattered to the four
winds among collectors, Much of its data is conse-
quently lost for historical use. The case with respect to
rare pictures, models, relics, etc., is similar, Unless they
are acquired when there is opportunity they disappear.
1 think we should use our funds in this kind of salvage
work rather than to buy merely for the sake of building
up a collection of material easily duplicated.

The Treasurer’s report will show that most of the
John Paul Jones fund has been invested in government
bonds, nwaiting final decision on this project. The sum
of $600 was transferred from our checking account to
the regular Trust Fund in accordance with authority
voted at the last annual meeting.

It is in order at this meeting to fll the vacancies on
the Board of Trustees created by expiration of the terms
of Dr. C. . Paullin and General D. D. Porter.

Since the last mecting, the following members have
joined the Foundation:

The Honorable Thomas R. Ball, Mrs. Edward S,
Camphell, The Honorable Patrick H. Drewry, Captain
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Sydney K. Evans (Ch.C.), Dr. Loyal D. Farragut,
R. E. Gillmor, Mrs. Gilbert Green, Mrs. M, L, Hull,
Mrs. Hilary P, Jones, Rear Admiral H. F. Leary, Cap-
tain R, P. Molten, Mrs. Virginia Lynch Millard, Colonel
George Paull (descendant of Paul Jones' brother),
Captain Sherwood Picking, William A. Robinson, Mrs,
William A. Robinson, Robert G. Skerrett, James W,
Snyder, Jr., Rear Admiral M. H. Simons, Commander
Robert H. Simons, Miss Jane Perry Tiffany, Rear
Admiral 0. H. Van Keuren (C.C.), Charles A, Weil.

ABSTRACT OF TREASURER'S REPORT
Balance in checking nccount November

T L TR, $5137.64
Deposits during past year. . ........... 1,034.66
$6,172.30

Withdruwn by check, including $600
transferred to Trust Fund and
$4,135.25 invested in U, 5. Treasury

bends for the Paul Jones Fund. . .. .. 5,502.50
Balance in checking account ., . . .. § 669,80

The pecuniary resources of the Foundation on No-
vember 17, 1939, were as follows:

Main Trust Fund, . § 9,033.31
Memorial Trust Fund.... .. .. ... .. 1,306.78
Paul Jones Memorial Fund......... 4,334.00
Checking balance, less $203.75 he-
longing to the Paul Jones Fund, | 466,05
Tothl Fesources. ... ..cvvvvevinns $15,140.14

Minules of the Annual Meeling

135

Besides numerous smaller gifts, contributions ranging
between §20 and $50 were md:hy U. 8. Naval In-
stitute, Society of Sponsors, Charl an:h Adams,
Junius 8. Morgan, John R. Edie, W. R. Kilpatrick,
Cyrus R. Miller, Wm. L. Rodgers, and Harold R.
Stark.

ABSTRACT OF CURATOR'S REPORT

Since the last annual meeting 36 additions have been
made to our collection: 1 loan, 7 purchases, and 28
donations, bringing the grand total up to 416 accesslons.

Amang the more interesting new acquisitions are (1)
the papers of the late Rear Admiral E. R. Colhoun
1837-74, comprising nearly 700 documents, § letter-
books, 3 journals and 2 files, presented by Miss Almira
R. Harrls; (2) the handsome madel of the U. 8. Schooner
Shark, the first command of Commodore Matthew C.
Perry, presented by his granddaughter, Miss Jane
Perry Tiffany; (3) the papers of Commodore John
Shaw, 1798-1823, comprising nearly 450 documents,
several letter-books and journals and a manuscript
biography of Shaw, acquired by purchase; (4) a hand-
some and stirring oil painting depicting Lieutenant
Stephen Decatur with his crew boarding and capturing
a Tripolitan gunboat in hand-to-hand fighting during
the attack against Tripoli by the squadron under Com-
maodore Preble on August 3, 1804. The painting was done
by D. M. Carter in 1858 from an original in the Louvre

by Chappel. It was acquired by purchase,



Copy
THE WHITE HOUSE
= CONPIDERTIAL WASHINGTON
THE PRESIDENT November 18,.1939.

The attached is a short resume of the political situation in
the Far Bast, compiled by ONI from sources of which the President is

AWAr® .
Itllr-qulhdthtthttttuh-dumtn&-hrmte_

when the President has finished with it,
luput;hll;.

Deda Gllll.;hll

Franklin p, Roowevalt Library

DECLASSIFIED
ED BIH 0200.9 (8/27/58)

Date- ‘f’“ ?.-7&‘

Signature- %ﬁ
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- Copy

&
NAVY DEPARTMENT
0ffice of the Chief of Nawval Operatiochs
OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE
In reply refer to No. WASHINGTON
Op=16-B-11

November 17, 1939.
Memorandum for the Chief of Nawval Operations

Japanese Policy Toward American Nationals and Interests in China.

The Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet has forwarded the information

that he has strong reasons to believe that the Japanese militery

forces in China are cooperating with the Japanese Foreign Office in a

Q policy calculated to mollify Americen opiniom toward Japanese

P activities in China by taking steps to prevemt occurremce of incidents
2 s adversely affeoting U,8. Natiomals, and by effecting settlements of ineci-

: dents regarding which American protests are still outstanding. The

; Commander in Chief is of the opimiom, however, that despite the
present comoiliatory attitude of the Japanese toward Americens, there

¢ will be no modification of the Japanese plam to aequire progressively

- m monopoly of the principal business ventures in China, and to bring
about the abolition or the striet regulation under Japanese auspices of
all nom=-Japanese instruments .of any political influence, including
foreign garrisons and educational imstitutions.
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Other information considered highly reliable indicates that various
of the prinocipal Japanese diplomatic and military authorities in
Chira are wnanimously advising their Government khat the institutiom
of the so-called "New Order" in China will require a marked reductionm
af ‘he rights and privileges of the United States in China, notably:

(a) The garrisonimg of troops in China ineluding the right to have
Legation Guards must be abolished,

(b) Churches, schools, hospitals and other oultural establishments to
be strietly regulated, partioularly with a view toward controlling
the political import of their teamchings and attitude.

(o) Business imterests to be left unhampered provided they have not
assumed or do not assume any political significence. The monopolistie
tendencies of the following U.8. interests are considered to smack of
political significance. Therefore the operatiomns of the following

interests muet, in the view of the Japanese muthorities, undergo a
marked revisiom¥



1, Universal Tobaceo Co.

2, British-American

3. U.8, Financial and economic interests in
railroads and their equipment

4, Standard 011 Company

6. Texas 0il Company

6. China National Aviation Corporatiom

7. Importation of radioc sets-particularly
high frequency receiving sets--must be
prohibited. This is considered of the
utmost importance

The Japanese mili and diplomatic authorities in China are
insistent that the "New Order®™ in China be established regardless
of the necessity for policing or seriously reducing U.S. rights and
interests in China.

It would appear therefore that while personal relationships may be
somehwat d by tha Japanese policy of preventing disagreeable
incidents of a purely personal nature, this coneiliatory attitude
will not be extended toward Ameriean political and economiec
interests, which latter the !o* Govermment 1s being urged to

suppress.

Signed-== W.S5, Andersom

Copy By Hamd to Mr. Hamiltom, State Department

IRTeTT

Franklin D. ‘Ruuuw".-t 1.1}

DECLASSITIE
Dﬂﬁ hi};{ §200.9 (9/27/88)
liata- /
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Memorandum to capt Callaghan from the President
dated--December 5, 1939

Re-original forty destroyers on patrol or on way
to patrol

See:Dan Callaghan folder-Drawer 2-19389
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON = A
Vs L
December &, 1939, )
MENQRANDUS FOR

There is forwarded herewith for the informa-
tion of the President, a tabulation of British
naval losses to November 29, 1939,

Respectfully,
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Dauumb_n- 8, 1939.

HERARTUY FOR,

THE PRESTDENT

The two letters attached contaln information
which may prove to be of interest to the President
should & fow laisure moments ever prepant themselves
for the reading of the lettara.

Respectfully,
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“CONFIDEN®IAL . .. ., AMERICAN EMBASSY AGK/Ye A
WAt J@ffice of the Naval Attache
300 DIR. s200.9 (9/27/de§ndon E-17

3 November, 1939

Dear Admiral, ... /)

The MANHATTAN is due in tomorrow and takes our pouch. Pre-
sumebly it will be difficult to put pouches on ships flying the
American flag from now on, as we understand the Neutrality Act will
stop all ships, Of course it locked possible to leave Ireland out
of the "combat zone", but by the time you get this I suppose that
will be decided.

You will find several official letters regarding exXchange of
information. While they speak for themselves, I should like to draw
your attention especially to the faot that as the British Navy gains
in war experience they will gradually out distance us in many technical
subjects, It has seemed to me to our bemefit, on the whole, to seize
any opportunity for making exchanges. While scraps of information
picked up casually give the leads, yet definite technical details are
80 frequently lacking to make the story complete, that it would ap-
pear you might get drawn on a false scent. While realizing the
technical experts at home analyze all such matters very carefully, it
looks as though our best interests would generally be served by
liberalizing our policies of exchange. The way the opposing forces
line up ought to make it pretty safe for us to swap wfth the British.
However, I can only present the plcture as it appears from this side,
and appreciate that of course the Department's decisions are made on
a broader base.

»~~ A ocase in point will be my serial 1061. This item fell in
my lap and possibly I was not expected to have gotten it. I should
Judge not over ten minutes was available and hofa the report does
not lead us astray. You can see, however, the information is meager
and many technical points remain to be covered.

This Navy over here is beginning to get some real experience
in shooting at aireraft. While the gun fire from ships and shore
batteries has not been credited with shooting down many planes, yet
I think we should not lose sight of the fact that several planes
have been forced down on the home flight to Germany. There are indi-
cations these forced landings were due to damage by gun fire - damage
which, while insufficient to bring the plane down at the time, was
sufficiently cumulative to drop the plane somewhere on the route home.,
Of course the defending fighters may be Jjust as responsible as the
gun fire from the ships.

One phase of this aerial gunnery problem should be noted,
namely, the very low altitude at which the planes have attacked on
several occasions. The Germans do not dive bomb as we understand it, -
they glide. There are indications the German aircraft cannot stand
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the strains imposed in what we call a dive, The tactics of the
Germans and also the British R.A.¥. have surprised us all, particu-
larly in the low numbers of planes employed. The inaccuracy of

their bombing may be partly caused by poor bomb sights and partly

by their poor flying technique at the moment of release - they turn
away at that instant and give their bombs a skid,

All German types from the Dornier flying boat to the
Heinkel have endeavored to get fery close down on either the water
or the land when escaping. This has presented a very difficult
problem in gunnery. Similar tactics apparently were employed by
the German planes in Poland and also in a few isolated cases on the
Western front. By getting low down I mean literally within 20 or
30 feet of the water, or in the case of the land, skim the house tops
hedges, trees, ete. A plane employing such tnutiou on land presents
an almost impossible problem to fixed guns. Perhaps we need some
mortars loaded with bird-shot. At sea these tastics would also make
a difficult gunnery problem for ships' batteries and horizontal fire
of this nature would be a serious menace to screening vessels., I
offer the thought that Fairfax should take cognizance of these
tactics in his gunnery exercises, especially for fighters.

Torpedo planes have not been used - as far as I know. This
sesms odd as the British place great value on them and certel nly the
Germans could have employed torpedoes to great advantage on the
several occasions on which they have found big ships.

has been surprisingly little. In the case of the two bombs dropped
under the stern of the SOUTHAMPTON it would certainly seem as though
the hull should have been damaged, particularly as Hitcheoook reports
the ship was lifted violently out of the water. On the other hand,
we have a very strong suspicion, which is confirmed to some degree,
that the IRON DUKE was pretty badly holed by the bomb dropped near
her on October 17th. The use of torpedoes against the IRON DUKE
has been denied - I am not so sure, but feel this a delicate subject
on which the British are very loath to have the slightest publieity.

| As regards the ROYAL OAK, Godfrey told me he did not yet

|| know the result of the official inquiry. I have intimated our inc
terest was accentuated by our recent acquisition of thelr boom de-
fense system = it seems to be somewhat challenged by this episode
(my persenal letter to you on the safety of Seapa may have sounded
a little optimistic). However, Godfrey defends their nets and booms
vigorously, saying that the real trouble lies in thelr ability to
complete all the other measures necessary to back up the boom., By
this he means outlying mine fields, deep mine fields close under the
nets, heavy patrols of surface craft, closer supervision of the
other entrances, and the efficacy of the bloock ships in such strong
gurrent. Filscher will probably have told you a good deal about this.
In fact Rosyth is considered much better prepared against submarines
than Scapa - but the air defenses of Rosyth are not yet adequate,

\l The mine effect or underwater effect of the German bombs

|
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This brings me to the R.A.F. The Sseparate air force certainly
is less efficient than our system, When I get more conorete in-
Stances, an offieial opinion of this subjeet will be presented,
Godfrey bewailed to me the faet that they turned over 2,000 planes
and 5,000 pilets to the R.A.F. at the end of the last war and now
have barely a fifth that number with their Fleet, In war my judgment
the difficulty 1s not entirely shortage of material, but is chiefly
in the command relations, If Admiral Forbes with the Home Fleet had

| a naval air force comparable to our own he would never be at sea

without adequate protection, especially when his eperations are so

\ | close, relatively, to his bases, S8imilarly, Resyth, H.M.S. Southampton,

|| and H.M,S, Edinburgh, were defended in the air only by a squadron of

. Territorial fighters - who did very well but were insufficient in

|| strength, slow in taking the air and generally 1naxfuriunued. As re-

ported offiecially, the defenses of this area are being inereased,

but as reported the gun defenses belo to the Coastal Command, I
did not fail to notice that, when call ng on Alr Marshall Bowhill.

He took oecasion to remark the Fleet rarely let him know what they
were doing and that it was difficult for him to cover them, Vice-
Admiral Ramsay at Dover spoke strongly on this subject and warned me
that the start of a separate air service in thelir Service commenced
with the formation of a G.H.Q. air foree. It Seems to me we will
have to be very definitely on our guard, to make sure this war is not

| |used as a lever to pry the air forces away from the Army and Navy.

S0 far, air operations have been conducted against unmistakably
military objectives. The Germans were most scrupulous in their at-
tacks on Rosyth and press comment about their attacks on the bridge
are erronecus, In fact I was told by a eivilian that one of the
German pilots in conversation with the man's son (who spoke German),
explained they had very definite orders to confine their bombs to the
ships. Although in the dockyard at Rosyth were the REPULSE and four
or five destroyers, no bombs whatever were dropped in that area -
those near the CALEDONIA are explained im Hitoheoek's report.

The CITY OF FLINT, I believe, will get safely in to Germany,
She is following the Norwegian coast line inside the three mile limit,
escorted by a Norwegian man-of-war to prevent the British from
violating territorial waters. The ethics of this case seem to me very
questionable, having in mind our own precedent as regards the AFPPAM,

We are sending along a lot of miscellaneous material in this
case. I hope our dispatches reporting her capture were of interest,
Some of her later movements, supplied me by the Admiralty, have been
sent direct to the State Department.,

Apparently two Pocket Battleships are out. Why they have
vfnct done more damage is hard to explain, They are giving the British
some head-aches, however, and have caused some redistribution of ships,
as you 'b:td naturally imagine. I think my friend Cunningham is being
shorn a bit,

The situation in the Western Atlantic is rather hazy. It is
”difriuult to figure whether German Subs are really over there,

3=



Bushrod Howard and his friend have not yet turned up.
I will look out for them and have arranged with Seidel for a

meeting.
With best regards to all,
Sincerely yours,
/8/ Allan Kirk

OQur C.G. had a talk with a former British Consul from Hamburg
who says his ex-friends there have called this war "Der Kalte
Kreig" - the cold warl

Rear Admiral W.S.Anderson, U.S.Navy,
Director of Naval Intelligence,
Havy Dugurtmant,
Washington, D.C.



IN mErLY UNITED STATES FLEET
RE
<l ATLANTIC SQUADRON
U. 8, 8. TEXAS (Flagship)

Naval Operating Base
Norfolk, Virginia
5 December 1939

Dear Betty:

Everything for the third quarter is shaping up
nicely, thanks to your splendid support and coopera-
tion and that of all your people there.

You mention the desirability of letting WYOMING
know, for the benefit of the families in San Juan, the
gist of her future movements. I assure you this was
done immediately after I talked to you in Washington
and received approval in broad ocutline of our plans for
the winter. She is caming north to dock immediately
after the St.Eustatius trip, and, together with CAFELLA,
takes down first marine echelon on 2 January and thence-
forward works with marines and ourselves on Flex Six.
She knows all this!

Next, for RANGER's future plans. After talking
to you and Ghormley, we at once sensed the necessity for
training WASP Squadrons as well as her own during the
third quarter, so we plan to leave her at Hampton Roads
for the third quarter for this purpose. And this fits
into the broad pieture I next set forth.

When Pick and I go south, I'll bring OMAHA nerth,
and with ST.LOUIS and RANGER, and perhaps later HELENA,
we'll have a strong erulser group in the Middle Atlentic.
I'11 leave enough of Greenman's destroyvers (Desron 10)
to provide services in Hempton Roads, and plan to cover
with these CL's and RANGER, the big triangle; Norfolk-
Bermuda-Culebra. This area, in a strategic sense, covers
the south Atlantic coast as it tumbles to the southwest-
ward, and also Florida Straits, Mona and Windward Passagzes.
If we consider this trienguler area, rather than the fixed
line Bermuda-Culebra, Hampton Roads appears as a suitable
base, as the area is being suitably explored and dominated
by each ship moving out of Norfolk for the Bermuda-Culebra
patrol frontier. With ST.LOUIS, OMAHA and RANGER taking
about a two weeks tour in rotation on area station, I can
maintein this task nicely, end by giving RANGER plane

guerds during her tours will permit her to proceed
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vigorously with flight training for her own and WASP
Group, and perhaps work in the Marine Air Group later
on, The weather in this area should prove excellent
this time of year for the work we have in mind.

I think your decision to shift the cruiser

patrol south is sound as a rivet in every way and stra-
tegically sound. The Grand Banks and New England Fatrols
lie right on the flanks of the great cirecle courses from
Europe to our coast as far south as Philadelphia, where
our people can nip south on anything working this area.
So the eruiser up where we had it was not strategically
economical or profitable.

On the other hand, working the strategic triangle
ensures a far flung eruiser or carrier covering operation
for South Atlantic, Gulf and Caribbean, on a front facing
northeast.

Also Betty, this set-up will permit Crudiv-7, Bat-
div-5 and First Marine Brigade to concentrate on training
in the Caribbean and still be available to move on interior
lines to meet any eventuality this area.

And finally, this set-up shifts bases reasonably,
s0 that ships get some time basing in the States after a
long tour in the Caribbean. We are giving considerable
thought to this administrative feature in the interests
of morale and operating efficiency.

We are getting men, ammunition, and services for
the winter's work, thanks to your splendid pecple. We've
bitten off a big chunk, but we can and will hendle it.

My people are cheering the prospect of full complements,
full shootings, and are going ahead tooth and nail,

We are submitting our employment schedule this
week. After three months on this job, we are more con-
vinced than ever that we are "in the field"™ and that any
schedule thet does cther than set forth in bold outline
what the task is and what exercises, etc. shall be done
as the conditions relative task accomplishment permit,
is a delusion and a snare that only serves to tie us up
in knota. I hope you agree with me and support me in this.

Now my best to you, and best wishes to all your

fine supporters, I am,
Sincerely ?Egzg.

o T
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The atteched is o sumsary of the lateat informa-
tion on German magnetic mines. I thought the President
would be interested in this data.




& Decembor, 1939.

NI TYPE OF GERMAN NAVAL vk

1. Informntion up to date concerning the new type of Gorman naval
wine, several of whilch have boen recovered by the British, s as followe;

(a) The correct weight af explosive is A20 sounds,
(b) The correct walght of the total mine is 1100 pounds .

(e} The explosive 1s belleved to be more powerful then T.X.T., al-
though its composition has not yet been ascertained.

(d) When dropped from a plane, the nine can be waed as o bosb and
suploys an lmpact fuse,

{e} Dip needle 1s housed in glubels,

(f) The alne cuse probubly jholds & steel bar wrapped with coils aof
¥ery fine wire conteining & rolay mechanism operated by n very amall sur-
rent. When & snlo pesses over or near the mlne, the lnduced current in
this fine wire clrcuit causes the reley to function and to close thn ari-
sery or flring cireult, wnose source of unergy is orobably & dry cell. Tt
is believed that some delay is introduced betwosn the telay and the actual
Tiring of the primer In order ta permit the target shlp to come over the
alne before dotonstion.

(E) It ia believed that there ls gome gnfety foature, of the paluble
plug type, to keep the mines safe for en appropcicte interval of time af'ter
baing dropped. Steotesents 1uve been obtained from captured submarine crows
tont the alnes becows Inoperative after 2 = 3 mantha,

(b) The electro-mssnetia aechaniss, by shielding, causes the target
to be almont direetly over the alne, thereby zaking it diffiecult to locate
&nd meeep wine fields.

{1} The mectanism Indicatss that the mine say be set off elther by
lapact, time, magnetically, or scoustically.

2. Witn regard to sineswoopling by the British, the only metual coun
ter-aeasure so far have been the use of electric sweep wires by which three
iines fhuve alruady been detonated, The problem of preventing the gweep wires
from dostroetion by the exaloslon is under gtudy and experisentation.

3. Trawlers are belng fltted with Diesel generators as = source of

power for the aweep wires, Very shortly a specilal 8iip will be equipped with
A "sagnetie gun" in the how by which it is hoped to Bveep a path one hundred

Jardg wide on each run. Proceeding at o glow opeed, this "gun® { pected to
detonate o aine hp[mxmﬁgrmmmr it. /'

3 GLASSIFIED (14

SUU UK. sa00.0 (B/27/68)

Tute- S- 3 = "£

Corfivterrra e @as & "ﬁ;ﬂ Conficdameiy
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December 11, 1539,

Memorandum for the President from Capt. Callaghan

Attaches sheets containing compilations in tabular
form of the graphic date presented in the attached books of

graphs from Ambassador Kennedy.
Re<Merchant Marine Losses
BRITISH-=ALLIED-=NEUTRAL

These are compiled from offiecial British Graphs
and prepared by the ONI

See:Joe Kemnedy folder~Drawer 1-19539
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Cat i WASHINGTON

Decembor 12, 1939,

BEMORANIUE FOR
FORSTER

For the information of the President there
is attached hereto a report showing progross on

vessels under construction for the Havy, as of

.

Decomber 1; 1939.

CALLAGHAN ,
s U B. Nawy,
Ha e to the Preaident.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU CF CCNSTRUCTICON AND REPAIR - BUREAU OF ENGINEERING
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 10, 1539
VESSELS UNDER CONSTRUCTICN, UNITED STATES NAVY - JOINT REPERT oF PRCGRESS AS CF DECEMEER 1, 1939

¢ Percentage uf Cempletion: i t . Date of Completion
HULL : MACHINERY ¥ £ i 1hg
- : :Gain : tGain : : : g :.ﬁ.n per :reported
Type, Number and Name ! Contractor iDec.1: for :Dec.l: for ¢ :Date of :Mcs.:contract:by
- 11939 :month:1939 :month : Feel :Contract:te : or tbuilding
: tTCTAL: TCTAL:TOTAL:TCTAL : laid :launched:cr crderiBld.: crder :yard
+BATTIESHIFS - - - g : : 3 - - 1
EE55 :NORTH CAROLINA :New York : 61.3: 3.0 ¢ 37.0: E.a :10/27/37: - : 8/ 1/37: 43 : 9/ 1/u1: 10/15/11
EE56 :WASHINGTON :Philadelphia : 52.0: 2.7 : 27.8: 4.6 6/14/38: - + 8/ 1/37: 52 :12/ 1f41: 1/15/L2
EB57 :SOUTH DAKCTA :N.Y.S.B.Corp. : 9.2: 2.4 : 1.,6: 0.6 : 7/5/39: =~ :12/15/38: 52 : Lf15/u3: L[/15/u3
FBH8 :INDIAHA :NNSB & DD Co. : 6.1: 1.1 : 1.5: 0.2 :11/20/39: - 112/15/38: f2 : 4/15/43: L4/15/u3
BESG :MASSACHUSETTS :B,8.Ce. (Quiney): 9.0: 2.1 : - : = : 7/20/29: - :12/15/38: 55 : 7/15/43: -
BE6O :aLaBaiid :Norfulk ;o 1.2 05 ¢ Sagr e v - : - : bf 1/39: 52 : 8/ 1/u3: 8/ 1/43
EBA1 :INWA :New York S 1 - - : 7/ 1/39: 49 : 8/ 1/u3: 8/ 1/U3(e
BB62 :IEW JERSEY :Fhiladelphia : =-: = : = : = : - - : 7/ 1/39: 52 11/ 1/43: 11/ 1/43(e
tAIRCRAFT CARRIERS @ . : - - - -
CV7 :WASP :B.5. ce.{quincy} g2.4: 1.9 : 95.6: 1.6 lu' 1;36~ L/ h.’}ﬂ qf*leﬁS: Los: 1/25/39: U4/ -/u0
CVE :HCRKET :INSBERDD Co. + 11.3: 1.7 & 16.1: 9.2 25/39 L/10/39: 34 : 2/10/42: 2/10/u2
:LIGHT CRUISERS i : i : - : : :
C150 :HEIENA * :New Yerk : g9.L4: 0.5 : 99.7: 0.5 1zf 9{35 s,r’a?ﬂs* 2,!16;36: Lls+: Tfls,fag: 12/14 /39
CIF1 :ATLANTA :Fed.SB&DD Co. : 1.0: 0.4 : 1.1: 0.9 L/25/36: 36 + Wjesfue: Lfe5/u2
CIA2 :JUNEAU :Fed . SBADD Cco : 1.0: O4 : 0.8: 0.6 &, 3 o« h125;’39= 38 : 6/25/u2: 6/25 /42
CI53 :SAN DIZGO 1B.8.0c.(Quincy): 0.9: 0.3 ¢ = 3 = ¢ = ¢ = 3hfsfrg aa ' TiESfer -
CLEL :SAN JUAN :B.5.Cc. {cmncy} 0.9: 0.3 : - : = i s gL : Lfes/3 1:9/25/u2: -
C155 :CLEVELAND - ; - - i

C156 :CCLUMRBIA : : 3 : . " ) _Franklw:;ﬁacswelt Librnrjr

* Ccmmissicned 9/18/39 00U Din. 5200.9 (9/27/58)
(a) & delay in completion will be incurred, extent not now determinable.
e 9./9- 57




BESTRIGTED December 10, 1939 Sheet 2. Bg
£ : Percentage of Completionm: :Date of Completion
: HULL MACHINERY 5 tAs
. i :Gain : :Gain : : :Ae mer ireported
Type,Mumber and Name : Contractor tDec.lifer :Dec.l:for : :Date of :Mos.:contract:by
3 11939 :month:1939 :month KEeel : :contract: to @ or thuilding
sPOTAL: T[‘ThL TOTaL: T{‘Txl Iaid Immcl*ad ur order: Blrl.: wrder

: SUBMARINES : :
55195 :SEALION :Elec.Boat Co. :Dalivared ani Gnmisaiened 27 Nuvem‘har 1919 -
§5196: § SEARAVEN * :Portemouth :98.1 : 3.6 :99.0 : 3.4 : 8/ 9/38: 6/21/39: 8/ 1}3? 30 :
SS197:SEAWCLF ** :Pertamcuth :93.5 : 5,3 :94.0 : 2.5 : 9/27/38: 8/15/39: 8/ 1/37: 32 :
55198 : TAMECR :Elec.Boat Ce. :79.4 : 7.1 :68.3 : 10.2 : 1/16/39: =~ .: &/ 2/38:
55199 : TAUTOG :Elec.Boat Co. :71.1 : 7.1 :58.1 : 8.0 :3/1/39: = : 8f 2/38: 31
$5200: THRESHER :Elec.Boat Co. :60.8 : 5.9 :53.2 : 6.0 : bf27/39: -~ : 8f 2/38: 33
§5201: TRITCH :Portemouth 133.8 :t 5,1 : 98¢ 2,1 :7/5/39: - : g/ 1/38: 30
§5202:TROUT :Portsmouth :30.8 : 5.1 : 9.4 : 2.1 : 8/28/39: ~ : 9/ 1/38: 32
58203 : TUlA :Mare Island 126.6 ¢ 3.8 135.4 : 2.4 7/19/39: - 11,J’ 1/28: 0
§5204 : hCIERZL :Zlec.Bcat Co. :20.8 : 5.9 :17.8 : 2.5 1o} 6!39: - : 6/15/39: 23 :
88205 : MARLIN :Portemouth t 1.6 : 0.2t = 1 = g = : ?.f 1.-"39 27
§5206:GAR :Blec.Boat Cc. :1M4.7 : M2 : L.7: 1.4 - - : 6/15/39: 25 :
$5207 : GRAPUS :Elec.Boat Co. :14.7 : 4.2 : 4,7 : 1.4 - : 6/15/39: 27 :
$5208 : GRAYBACK :Blec.Bcat Co. 14,7 : 4.2 & 4.7 ¢ 1.4 - - : B/15/39: 29
58209 :GRAYLING :Pcrismouth F 102 LS 1= & = I = O : 7/ 1-’39 EF
§5210:GRE TADIER :Portemouth $ 6.5 £t dB = & = 3 : : 7/ 1/39:
§5211: GUDGECON tMare Igland  :9.9 : 3.1 :0M: 0,1 :11/22/89: -

* Commissioned 10/2/39

LE

Commissicned 12/1/39

29

H yard.

2/ 1/%0: 12!15;‘39
4/ 1/u0: 2/15/u0
1/ 2/u1: 8/ 5/u0
+ 3/ 2/L41:10/ 7/40
: 5/ 2ful:12/ 2/u0
: 3/ 1/b1:12/ 1/40
: 5/ 1/L1: 2/ /W
: B/ 1/41: 5/ 1/11

5/15/41: 5/15/L1
:10/ 1/b1:10/ 1/41

7/15/41: 7/15/41

9/15/41: 9/15/k1
:11/15/41:11/15 /41
: 8f 1/u1: 8/ 1/
9 112/ 1fu1:12/ 1/41

: 1/ 1/39: 1 :10/ 1/41:10/ 1/41



= Docamber 10, 1939 Shoet 3. Bg
! tPorcontage cf Cempletion : : : : Pute of Cemploticn
H 1 HULL 5 T £ P 3 £ 3 AB
3 ] tGaln : Gain t $ t ths per ireported
Type, Rumbor and Namo 1 Contractor iDec.l:ifor :Dec.l:for f E :tDate of thom.iocontract:by
% 11939 tmonth:1939 imenth @ Kool tContrack: te 1 or ttuilding
& $POTAL: TOTAL: TOTAL:TOTAL : ILaid Emm g{ grdgr,m , erdar E!.'lﬂ
:DHE T=RS ' H H i H H
m:nm: * tBenton £99.5 + 0.5 199.5 © 0. : h.flsﬂ'.r 51k eflhf}ﬁ ub :m,.fm.f grz.zhufzg
IERIND tPhiladelphia  $09.5 : 0.4 :96.1 ¢ 2. 1 afze i1 7/e8 2/1/36: L2 1 gfikfig: 1/15/
DDLOG;ETACE *** iHorfolk 99,4 ¢ 0.8 198.5 + 1.2 1 6fe5/37: 5/ 5.!’}-.’.: 2/14/36: W :10/14/39:12/ n
DDL1S s ¢ ERTEN tHenton $85.0 @ 3.0 :88.5 ¢ .0 @ 5f31/38:10/20/%9: 1/12/37: 13 :10f12/109: 3 ]
DD416 WALER 1Beaten 28l 0 ¢ Em 1375 & b0 : aﬁuja 10/20/39: 1112&?: 15 12 12/39: 5/ lﬂm
DOULT+IDREIS tNorfolk 90,4 : LB 90,2 + 3.5 &) 1/38: &/ 1f 9 1f12/37: 33 :10/12/39: 3/30/b0
ITL1E:ROR tCharlenten $al.0 ¢ 3.6 $38.9 : 2.0 @ Wfesfigr 6/p1f19: 1f12/17: }!3. ~mf1e.hgr 15/un
DO419  WATIWRIGET Morfalk t89.5 t 5.1 :88.6 : 2.5 1 6/ 7/38: B/ lﬂat 2/12f31: 3 :iz/12/79: ]Jnfhn
DOU20:BICE iPhlladelphin  $B3.9 : 2.9 :83.9 : 2.6 @ 4 638 5f22/319: 2/13f 'I' 33. :11/12/39; 4f12fuo
ppli2l s EEREON 1B.8.00. (Quiney):72.b ¢ 8.7 8.7 & 3.1 1 5/16 38! 11;’15}‘3% af10/37: 32 : 5/30flo: 7/ - Mo
DOLiZE 1Yo tB.8.0¢. (Guiney)c62.0 ¢ 6.3 :47.9 : 3.2 ! Ef16/38: - a.l' u.ﬁ'.rl o 7/30/Lo: of ﬁm
mﬁg;cmm tBath Irom Wes. :60.5 @ 6.5 161.6 : 6.4 @ 5/16/34: - 1 Lo g/ gfun: &f 2/u0
polelmELacy :Bath Iren Wes. 163.2 t 6.2 :59.6 ¢+ 7.6 1 &/ E,I'js: - 1 9..’3:),61: 36 10/ Iﬂm 10/ 3fuo
i H H e H : i H ]

* Cocmissloned Novamber 1, 1939
** QOomisgionad Wovembar 10, 1339
s8s Cormissicnod Fovembor 20, 1539



et Docember 10, 1339 Bhaot M. g
1 1Fa of lotion : ] i t iPats of Gomplotiorn
t 1__ HULL F] ¢ RN 1 t i 1 1hn
$ 2 iGadn @ WGain ¢ i 1 ths por roportod
Typo, Wusber and Yamo t Contrecteor iDae.lifor tDoe.lifor 1 1 *:I:Ino of :Mos.icontractiby
t 11539 imonthil939 month Konl feontract: to ¢ or il ing

1'\‘.'}1'..L'T '.E-*"I!J'LJ.- !‘l’."l‘-_- 1 laid Iﬂggﬁﬁ gz opdar: '"!.g.t prdor Eﬂ

TDESTanTEes (contimucd)

DOk2S 1 1D 1Bogton ;55.5 : h 5 39.5 : 6.5 :12;191 L5 mfznﬂmu}g.uﬂn W 110, ""FJ-I]: gf30fuo
Dob26 s LAJEDATS tBoatan 155.5 @ 1313.5 1 6.5 112,.'19 81 mfzma 12; 6/37:36  112/%0/L0:10/50/L0
DIu2T:HILARY P, JOMES 1Charloston o2 ¢ ﬁ li z'r. i 0.9 :11! {(‘1 - 123037 3 +mnn,‘hn: 10/30/Ln
DC42E tCHas. F HUGHSS sPagit Sound 56,0 : .1 3.2 1 1B 1 1/ 3f3m - l?a’jr' ?* 3!4 :mho,ﬁst::m,.f}r,i'hc
DI425: LIVELDHE 1Bath Iron Wes. :U7.2 @ 6.3 tl6.7 1 6.5 @ 11..,.! B3a: = @ &15/36: 23 :12/15/Ln:12/15/k0
Dph30  IEERIE /Bath Iron Wem. :95.8 ¢ 6.1 42.7 £ 8.1 1 Lfiafag: - 1 3/15/38: }n 1 pf15/L1: 2f15/u1
DIM31:FLNEETT 1Tod ,BPADD Co. :56.6 ¢ 6.3 155.4 : 6.6 ¢ 3/ 1/35: -~  : Bf17f38: 30 : ah?fhnw 1fun
D42 KB +¥od .SBADD Co. 155.2 ¢ Eg 150.5 113.2 ¢ 3/ 1/39: = F dflTPEt 32 : bfapfursief 1fun
Frr g pid ;Eoston 32,5 ¢ 0.5 1165 + 3.0 1 B/ 1f33: - ol 1f38: 29 @ 3/ 1/l 31 1-FL|1
b3k i EREDITH tBogton 31,5 1 M5 116.5 ¢ 3.0 1 B 1f30: - 117 1f36: 31 1 &5/ 141 E
DOUIS  GRATSON 10harlaston 1228 1 EE t 9.2 1 3.0 T TG - a1 r.. v [ 1';; 1fu1: LY mu
DOL36 1 CHEEER tPugot Bound seu.5 1 MB a9 s 3.0 : 7233 - nanf 1f38: 29 ¢ 30 1fl1: 3/ 1
DTU T WOOLSSY fBath Iron Wks. : 7.2 1 2.0 1 6.3 1t 2.9 110/ 3,@3: - .t E;J.mg.: aﬂ ahﬁfnx B/15/41
DDL3E s ITDLOW :Bath Iron Wee. ¢ 7.l ¢ L7 1 6.8 1 2.9 1 = t = ot 6f15/30: 26 1 af15/u1: 815/W1
Lok3y i (Fod.SBADD Co. ¢ M.7: 15 :7.5:33 & = 1 = & B/15/30t 24 1 6725/11: 6f15/M1
rERICESH {Pod . BDADD Oo. ¢ M7 : 1.5+ 7.3 :¢3.1 & = : = ¢ Bf15/35: 26 : 315/u1: 2f15/1
Dol sWIEES ‘Bagten t B0 1 5.0 55 08 1113 - T,r 1; 9: 2h ¢ 7/ 1fu1: 7/ 181
Dol 1 T CHOLeC 1Zooton s 8.0 Bao e 3.5 1 08 ) 15 - 1 186 19/ J.flm 5/ 1/
DD4l3 s SHTSON :Charloston 1 5.5 3 1.3 ¢ 2.3 R0 1155 = 1 1 - ..’ 1fu1: 9/ 141
nwitmn.u.u :Charlaston t 5.2 t 1.5 3 2.0 fisfEinn - + 28 11 I uhnuf 1fu1
H 1 H H Fy H B 1

i




== — Docoambor 10, 1933 ghoot § e
1 i ant of tiopn : i 1 1 iData of lotion
1 t__ HULL t b EAT 1 1 1 t | AR e
k t thain @ tadinm @ k i 1 ths por iroported @
Typa,Humber and Hamo Contrmctor Deg.lifor :Doe.l:ifar : 3 iDate of (Mom.icontrnetiby 3
t 11935 1oeathil93y imenth : Esal i tenmtract: to 1 or tullding ¢
£ ETOTAL TOTAL: TOTALITOTAL ¢+ ladd :laanchod tor opdar:Bld.: opder timrd H
H k H H H H i i H B I 1 H
&AD1Y :DIXIE tH.Y.8.B.0orp. 1813 : 6.3 £78.5 ¢ 5.5 @ 317/35: 5/a7/30:12/27/37: 3 anfe7fun: 5/ Lo .
AD1S :FRAIRIE tH.Y.8.3.00rp.  $5T.5 ¢ Bu§ 195.0 1 7.0 112/ 7/38: = 11nfalf3g: pu anfalfin:anfiifun ¢
1MINE BEEEPIRS H t : H '} i 1 ¥ 3 ] £ i
AMES (RAVER tNarfolk 123.7 ¢ W3 12009 1 5.0 ¢ Bf2f35r = rof 1f38: o4 @ gf 1fun gf Lup ¢
AMRS 1CSPERY t¥erfoll: @37 ¢ B3 20,9 : 5.0 1 B/28f30: - & 3/ 1f38: 26 21 1uca2lf 10
tHEFAIR BHIP H 3 1 % : ] H i L & 4 t
ARG VULCAK iH.Y.8.B.0orp. 123100105 0,0 ¢ = ¢ = 3 1f30: 32 ¢ 4 1fue: 4 L2
SUBMARINE TEDER ¢ ¥ 1 3 t 1 i z 1 i 1 i
AS11 ;FULTCN tiare Ipland 114,814 e2M.1 : 3.5 : Tfigfn: - e of 1f38: 36 : of 1fuas of 1/4Lia):
:FIEIT H H H H 1 ; 5 ? k 3 1 t
ATEY (HAVATO 1B.8,00, (8.1.) 1043 ¢ 7.7 :03.1 :28.3 121233+ 5f17/39: o/15/38:18 @ 2fisfuo: 1fezfun
ATES :EEMINCIE 1B.B.00. (5. 1.; 83,8 : 6.5 :éﬂ.ﬁ 126.0  113/16/38: 5115{%5; lhﬁfﬁs: 20 : Lf15/u0: /150 ():
ATEE 1 CHERCKEE 1B.8.00.(8.1.) 175.7 ¢ 2.9 :79.4 :36.6  112/23/38:11/10/39: 8/15/38: 22 : 6/15/u0: 6/15/u0ft):
£ LalflE S i £ : H i H 1 E 3 % E:
AV4 1 OURTISS N T.8.B.Corpe  152.1 & Wa2 tMboD : 2.7 ¢ bfe5f38: = sl2fe7f3T: 38 @ gfe7fu: zhi,ﬂu :
AVS  :ALEEHLRIE M Y.8.B.Corp.  :34.1 ¢ 2.9 $28.6 @ 2.4 @ 612351 - 1101438 32 ¢ pf2bfl1: Bfakfu1
| i i 3 : H 1 0 1 & | H :
AVP10:EARNECAT 1Puget Sound t 5.3 1 0.5 125.2 ¢ 1.6 :mfﬂ’;g: - : 9f 1/38: 27 a2/ 1fuor 1) 1
AVP11:BIECLTIE tPuget Sound t 5.3 1 0.5 :25.2 1 1.6 :10/27/39: = +9f 1/38: 30 & 3/ 1/ 3f 11
AVP12:0AS00 iPuget Sound 1l2 0 - 3 = f = 3 = t 7/ 139 24 ¢ 7f 1l 7 1M
AVP13 1MACE INAD tPuget Sound 1,212 = ¢ = 3§ = = ¢ T 1/39: 27 sof 1110/ 1ML
:MINE LAYER ' 1 1 1 1 1 ' 1 1 1 ]
M5 :TERR(R tPhiladelphia - § = § = 31 = t = 1 = 19f139: % : 9f 1u2: 9/ LUz
H H | | H H r i E H H H

(a} Reporta from warious scurces indicate a delay may be involved. A=munt of dolay not determined
(b) Dalivery date may be anticipated.



Decembar 10, 1933

Shaot B

g

of lation :

H
i l. HULL ¢ MaCHIWSRY 1 :
i i 1Gain 2 tGain i i
Type, Busbor and Name i Comtrmgtor :Dec.lifor Dec.l:for
H 11939 :month:19%9 :month : Keel :
1 :rg,L m:;mrm,.r. : ladd  :Taumeh
(SUBLGTIE (LSS : £ :
pollios sIndors Mar.0.Coi70.0 : 15, oﬁn 0 :35.0 ¢ ?}1&139; -
Pols5 s tam.Car & F,Co. 159.0 1 15.0:70.0 5.0 : &f g9f30: =
PCOLG1: tDafos BAM Wis. :51.0 : 11.0:15.0 : 8.0 : 5}25 3: -
t .Dufourﬂth-.:'j.ﬂ: - e g e 3 -
tMOTOR TCATEDO EBOATH: i i i i
PTLl : Hlmi.ﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂnrp.:ﬁ. ¢ 5.0:%2.0 £ 8.0 1
PTZ2 1 tMiamd §.B.Corp.:85.0 :10.0 $82.0 : 8.0 : E/19/35¢
m £ tFigher Boat Wis:85.0 :10.0 9%.0 ¢ 7.0 1 &/ 1/39: =
iFishor Boat Wim:80.0 :10.0 :54.0 : 7.0 : B/ 5§ g: -
M5 iHiggine Ind.Ine:85.0 (10,0 195.0 1 6.0 ¢ &/ lﬁ -
PTE : ¢ Higgine Ind.Inc:B80.0 t20.0 :53.0 : 6.0 : 8f23 -
PIT & iPhilndolohin :B1.5 ¢ J.1 & 2.4 1 2.4 ¢ sfeggg: -
PIE i sFhiladelphis = 2.1 :1.1:3 = & = 1 -

9/3n/35: &/ Bf39: 155120

: B/10

tData of I:
:Enut ract :0al. :

v

39: 27
5!153’ g: 3I60: ;1

tDato of Completiom @

tho

1A per :raported

toont

ract iby ¥

or :.mild!.n;

orda
'H' 1/ B'v 300 “f?ﬁ.lﬂ'ﬂ Lfz6 Ln

! gfln; g”s.ﬂm

¥

ofuo: 610/ :

116/19/38: jsmlr\m.mn:mflaﬂm $
Hleﬁgz sfxs.fjgr &/ 3139* 1::5:111@%911112!‘1 9(n)e

+ Bf 8/35: 155112 20/

‘;?in?ﬁg' St 2o 2/ 2ot f

1 qla
€nofa: 25 2/atfins 1

i

a1 11,|faﬂ gmn
0 :
Bf’af'l 1/ 9

=?fl.l"4’-‘

(n) Those vesacle delayed dus to lato englno daliverios, oxtest not deotormined.
(b) Roports indicate there will be some delay dus to delay in ongine deliveries.



| o THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 14, 1939.

| S

MIMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Admirel Sterk has just asked
‘q—.—_—q.-.-.._. ——
me to inform you that he is in touch
with the Germen Liner "Columbus", steaming
20 }mots per hour. And elso in touch
with the Germen S5.5. nprauce” -- he added,

"Thank the Lordl"

-

E'“ .“'



Decamber 16, 1939.

MRLOIUIOUE FOR
IHE PRESIDENT

hccording to OMI the cttached tabulatlion
gata forth British Nevy losses to December 15th.

Raspactiully,




office of Maval Intellirence
a9

ERIT BN NAVY LOSSES pac. 15, 1
] : Tom '_smt 'w [ -
o | Rech rke
(pattloships ) !m'"'m; ; -
ROYAL ORE 20,180 '10/14/3% 4 Terps. |788 . |
i :
[hirara £t gl.rrl. Ta |
l ApTOX.
COTHAGEDE g2,500| 9/17/ 3¢ £ Torps. (578 ;
[Cruisers (o ;
EXETER 8,390 12/13/3% |Ounfire i
[FRAF STEE) '
(Gruisers jbtl
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The White House

\{:f The White House ‘
Washington Washington Dec 16, 1939.

The Presldent
Attention Mr, Hassett:
Following 18 s summary of news reportas

Berlin, Germany sources sald today that time allowed the
pocket battleship Admirsl Graf Spee tu ramain in Montevideo
to effect repairs "must be amssumed sz fair".

Montevideo reports asaying nine hundred officers and men
aboard the Graf Spee faced today the alternative of a sulelde
dash to sea or interment for duration of war. Sunday night six
PeM,, E.5.T,, was sald to be the deadline,

Count Cieno, sddressing the Chamber of Fasclat corporations
in Rome today, included the following points 1n a lengthy address

(1) Italy foresaw the war and tried to stop it but falled
because other nations did not understand.

(2) Collective security 1s a delusion.
Guerentces by big states to small ones are dangerous both to the
smell netlons end to peace.

(3) The policy of the Rome-Berlin axis was founded on the
battleflelds of 8pain, not against bolshevlism but as a safeguard
to Buropean peace and security.

(4) Democracles love war though pretend to represent a pesce
front.

So-called authorized quarters in Berllin interpreted Clsnc's
speech "as a clear affirmation of the solidity of the Rome-Berlin

axis,

Clano deeclared Italy 1s staying out of European war by
agreement with her ally, Germany and reaffirmed Hxaaal:l.n}'s readiness
to help restore peace,

He disclosed he ha¢ informed the Germans that Italy considered
three years necessary to "bring preparation of its war means to the
desired level, namely the naximun, because of the heavy draln of
the Ethioplan and Spanish wars",



Che Hlhite House
Bslington

Some officlals expressed surprise and dissprointment that
Clano did not go more thoroughly into Italy's position toward
Russia.

Secretary Hull todey indicated concern over prospacts of g
second naval battle between Sritish and German warships off-}
South America, If and when the German bettleship Graf wvon Spee
makes a dash from Montevideo. Hull indicated that American nations
would view such a battle as another serious breach of the safety
zone Bet up by the Panama conference. He sald consultations were
in progress among most of Amerlcen republics and exchanges are
being carried on through regular diplomatic channels to consider
what steps the American nations might take to enforce respect for
the safety zone,

London dispatches report three small Norwegian stesmers struek
mines and sank in the North sea yesterday, Exchange Telsgraph
reports loud and apparently serlous firing at sea along Belgian
coast today.

Heywood Broun was reported today to have had s restless night
with condition unchanged. Previously reported serlously 111,

President /nosemena died of heart attack in B,lboa, Panama
today.

It was reported but not confirmed that the French battleahip
Dunkerque arrived at Montevideo and standing by with British ships,
hisiicsietolh o B
The British battleship Barham also was reported to have arrived
in that viecinity.

Battle Crulser Henown and Alrcraft carrier Ark Royal were sald

to be steaming towards Montevideo at foreced dra

Stephen Larly.

2100 pm/d
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W December 20, 1939.
MEMORANDUM FOR '
T DENT

—

With respect to the ARAUCA I have obtained the following
information: E—.

C TERTSTICS

430 feet long

5;@ tons

Turbo-Flectric Drive

Speed - 15-16 kmots

45 in crew plus 7 additional Germans picked
up at Vera Cruz from other German ships

Cargo — phosphates and hides.

Wo cargo oil but has 800 tons of bunker oil
gufficient for a voyage to Germany with
safe margin

Hew ship on her first voyage, having left
Hamburg in August.

Officers all speak English very well. Crew all young
boys, most of them under 20, some even as young as 13-14.
Customs search indicates no arms or armament of any kind
on board.

Coast Guard believes the vessel to be purely engnged
on merchant ship voyage. HNo indications whatevar of un-
neutral service contemplated, however, further check 1s being
mede as to whether crew are naval reservists, though this
secms doubtful in view of youthful age.

Respectfully
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TELEGRAM U W
The White House wX
Mashyington

Commander Hinckley telephoned the following in connection

Dr.dcIntyre:

with the Arauco:
"11:20 P.M,, the Destroyer Phillips arrived off Ft.Lauderdale
and 1s standing by."

1125PM-mo
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My dear Mr. President:

The following is furnished in reply to your memorandum of
13 December requesting information on World Wer stock of shoes, elothing
and gimilar articles still on hand in the Navy, or other supplies and equip-
ment which may have deteriorated to the point where they should not be
retained.

There are no old or obsoclete items of shoes or elothing in the
Navy. There are on hand, however, approximately 90,000 olive drab blankets,
the balance of a stock of 130,000 that were transferred from the Army Llmmedi-
ately after the World War. These blankets were retained es & reserve stock
by the Navy, and upon declaration of the limited emergency, their issue was
authorized as part of the recruits' outfits. This stock of blankets is being
reduced &t the rate of about 8,500 -monthly.

Of "similar articles", there is no World War stock now on hand,
There was on hand at the beginning of the limited emergency & remnant stock of
non-gtanderd special winter elothing procured after the World War. This,
however, ie being utilized by issue to vessels on neutrality patrol.

Other supplies or equipment which have been on hand since the
World War will consist almost entirely of equipment held for recommissioning
vessels placed out of commission; or of original spareg for vessels of World
War age which have remained in commission; or of equipment removed from
vessels and found by test or inspection to be serviceable for use on other
vegpels.

In response to a letter from the Paymaster General, on 4 August
1939 I directed the Bureaus to take action to ensure a re—examination and
review of all obsclete material in storage and take prompt action in the
disposal of material for which there is no reasonable expectancy of utilising
to edvantage. While the Bureaus are not required to make complete reporta
before 1 March 1940, prompt action was teken and progress has been made.

The following mction has been taken with respect to anchor chaing

Subsequent to the Yarnall incident, the Forces Afloat were
directed to inspect the wrought iron close link cheins on recommissioned
destroyers and in the absence of records request heat treatment.

The Navy Yard, Philadelphia, and the Destroyer Base, San Diego,
have been directed to inspect and heat treat ell wrought iron chain on
Priority II destroyers shortly to be commissioned.



Similarly the same activities have been directed to inspect and
heat trest all chein on all destroyers being raised to Priority I.

Also, it has been directed that the 1" wrought iron chain cables
now aboard vessele in commission be removed and replaced with inspected
and heat treated chain from stock. Where sufficient heat treated chain
is not in stock, the chains will be removed, inspected, heat treated and
returned to the vessels as time and aveilability permit. In order to

e replacement chein in proper condition, all Mavy Yards have been
directed to inspect and heat treat all wrought iron close link chain now
in stock.

The Department is proceeding with the procurement of sufficient
die lock chain to replace all wrought iron chain on destroyers.

As die lock chain and operating destroyers become aveilable re-
placement will be made.

8incerely yours,

6 >
'
The President roting tary of
v » & ing Sscretary the Nevy
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In regly refer o Lulilsls NAVY DEPARTMENT
and N,
OFFIOE OF THE COHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON

29 December 1939

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The following I belleve will answer your questions brought
up in Cabinet a week ago and which I had expected tc have given
you before this. The medical gang have asserted their authority
and I have temporarily transferred the scene of my activities to
the house, otherwise carrying on about as usual:

7,000 gross ton freighter will carry about
20,000 pales of high density cotton

7,000 net ton freighter will carry about
25,000 bales of high density cotton

The above depends upon structural conditions, i.e.
a vesael with numerous stanchions, ete. will not be
able to stow cotton as well as one with free spaces.

The British Harrison Line Ships of about 7,000
gross tons carry 20,000 bales.

The average American Hog Island ships of 8,000
deadweight tons (4,000 net tons) carry a maximum of
16,000 bales,

The displacement of a 7,000 gross ton ship i1s about
16,000 tons.

The displacement of a 7,000 net ton ship is about
23,000 tons.

May the best year ever for your family and yourself and for
our "Uncle Sam" be just ahead.
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ESTIMATE OF NAVAL REQUIREMENTS AND FUNDS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF

IN PLACING THE U.S. FLEET IN A STATE OF READINESS 7 L J 7
Immediately ; '
required eferred
A - NAVAL PERSONNEL S
yhplmant on active duty of 1,000 retired naval officers 3,883,000 )
!/Pn.y subsistence and trm-gnrtatinn for raising naval ¥ ot . {
enlisted strength from 116,000 to 155,000 men in the _ ;
current year 31,250,000
y~Active duty pay for 150 retired warrant officers @ 4,000 600,000
OQutfits for new recruits (C&R) 280,000 -
V:uti're duty pay for 3,000sixteen and twenty year men of f:

- e
the Fleet Reserve for general service afloat and ashore 3,091,000 —
Training Station inoreased maintenance for new men 1,000,000
Active duty pay for 1,458 Reserve Offhcers for US Fiut
offiocer complement 5,160,000
Establishment of 1 new ROTe unit (Authorized by law) 20,000
Maintenance S&A to support above personnel 3,637,000
Medical Department 70,450

B- ﬁm
* Active duty pay for officers and 6448 men 5,700,000

* This sum has been met by the addition of regulars in Item A to man
36 destroyers ﬁ,_ninalqara. 2 destroyer tenders and 8 oilers no
out of comission.



g

Repairs and commissioning equipment for the vessels
listed in "B"
Bur:uu of C&R

"

" " nrd
Fuel and transportation
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery

TOTAL
D

Repairs and equipment for placing all other out-of-
commission Destroyers in Priority ONE readiness:
C&R
Eng
Ord

E
Naval Aviation Cadets and active duty pay for Resefvists
who volunteer for duty in Nawval Distriocts for the Patrol
organization necessary to patrol coastal sea lanes during

enforcement of neutrality
ra’lﬁﬂﬂ Cadets at Pensacola at reduced short course

** Reserve personnel, 1277 officers and 6652 men, for Naval
Distriots and section bases

Officers Men

** (a) Loeal Defense Force 555 5,25

{hl Naval Communioation Service §3 575

o) Naval Igtalliglnou & &ia
exoclueive of censorship g

Immediately
Regquired Deferred

5,514,000

5,000,000 10,600,000

The tliégnu,uuo for Reserve Personnel, includes 1279 officers at $4,184,000. 6652 men,

$7,117,

0 and $4,191,000 for plane crews for aireraft in F,-

192 intermediate range

E;:rnl planes, 24 outer patrol planes, 300 Training planes for Pensacola and Corpus

isti.



I's

IMEDTATELY REJIRED DEFERRED

kioterial requirements for District petmol orgerlzetions of "E":

Burea: of GkR £,663,000
Buresu of Eng “,175,000
Buresu of Ord 246,200

¥ Bureau of Aero (procurement of 192 intermediete ren ge mat ol pleanes
and 24 petrol plenes for the Outer Patml) 200

training plenes) 35,564,000 *
Dureau of Ord. Ordnence and ammunition for above afreraft 2,437,700
Communic ations - Saleries for Telegrephers 61,920
Mine loading and Net Assermbly 1,306,000

' Reestablish the 7th Neval District end adminis tration fecilities at Key
. West and 1iemi

Bureau of C&R 250,000 Tentative

Eng. 100,000
Comvert 4 amall vessels as petrol plans tenders

C&R 1,350,000 Psasibly

Eng 100,000 Dastroyers
Convert 4 smell tankers to #end patrol plened

CxR (procure 3,000,000

(Conv ersion 1,200,000
Eng (Comversion 100, 000

* 2J,000,000 of thie to be teken as con tract athorization,



F {ﬂant]

Immediately
Required
Shore facilities for sfa plane operations Atlantic Seaboard
and at Puerto Rico and 2 other places in West Indies for
advance base operations 500,000

g

Aotive duty pay for employment of 100 Volunteers (Officers) of
the reserve in the Department and in the Fileld for nuecleus

for cemsorship 400,000

Deferred

4,000,000

will use ten-
ders and tanke

6,000,000
Gty

Naval Intelligence Activities — gfummaatims

Neces funds for teletype, cable, telephone and telegraph
sary

to support the foregoing requirements 200,000
i
Program of procurement of new patrol craft for District
organizations for war. 25 8sc
m 2|E75lum
Eng 750,000
I
New training center for aircraft Pilots at Corpus Christi
Y&D
Eng
Aerdanutiocs

Naval Reserve, Cadets instruotors, plane crews

14,7 YP,32 SC

6,400,000
6,500,000

16,000,000
800,000
19,050,000
53255 ,400



/ K - Public Works

Authorized public works DMAEDIATELY REJUIRED _DEFERRED _
Trade school building Destroyer Base, San Diego 3,850,000
Supply pier, San Diego 1,600,000
Parris Islend items 2,000,000
Quantico items 7,850,000

L - Marine Carps Ttems

For increesing Marine Corps enlisted strength by 9,000 men and 248
off ioere, and celling to active duty 266 retired of figers.

Pay 5
General expenses 4
1

Training facilities 560,000
II,ua,r}iE

Ordnencs and ordnance stores- Artillery and emmunit ion for Fleat Mn;rim

Force end defense battalions 10,000,000 20,000,000
Msoell areous
ﬂwing floating drydock from New Orleans end const ruetion ope Tloating
drydock 2,000,000
Convert 900 3 inch mounts to A/A mounts for merchent awd 1iery 10,260,000
Fro jectiles for same 2,600,000
Powder for seme 3,000,000
Eng! reering 1,425,000
Naval Communications 22,733

Civi lian Selaries
Department and Field 414,000

167,757, 350 125,975,093
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ESTIMATE OF NAVAL REQUIREMENTS AND FUNDS ¥OR ENFORCEMENT OF NEUTRALITY (W

IN PLACING THE U.S. FLEET IN A STATE OF READINESS .

Immediately required

A = NAVAL PERSONNEL

- Rl e S

Employment on active duty of 100 retired naval officers $353,000
Pay subsistence and transportation for raising naval

enlisted strength from 116,000 to 145,000 men in the

current year 25,000,000
Outfits for new recruits (C&R) (30,000) 210,000
Active duty pay for 3,000 sixteen and twenty year men of

the Tleet Reserve for general service afloat and ashore 3,091,000

Active duty pay for 1,458 Reserve Officers for US Fleet
officer compliment

Establishment of 1 new ROTC unit (Authorized by law) 20,000

Expenses for Malntenance S&A to support above personnel 2,387,000

Expenses for Bumeau of Medicine and Surgery-{Medical Dept)

to support inoreases in active an;ngurnnnnul above. 57,450
B- RESER

e —————
» potive duty pay for 208 officers and 6448 men, Volunteers
of Reserve Force, for service on 36 destroyers and i, fast
mine layers, 2 destroyers tenders, and & ollers now out of
commission il reserve division each except destroyer tenders
2 divisions each - divisions 4 officers and 124 men each. 5,700,000

e

* Volunteers, otherwise Regulars.

Iefergld

5,160,000
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IMMEDIATELY REQUIRED DEFERRED
Repairs and commissioning equipment for the vessels listed
n "B"
Bureau of C&R 3,317,000
. " Eng. 5,545,000
" " Ord. 1,650,000
Fuel and transportation 3,272,600
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 133,300
TOTAL
D
Repairs and equipment for placing all other out-of-commiss-
ion Destroyers in Priority ONE readiness:
C.& R. 2,210,000
Eng. 6,550,000
Ord. 1,700,000
"
Aotive duty pay for Reservists who volunteer for duty in
Naval Distriots for the Patrol organization necessary to
patrol coastal sea lanes during enforcement of neutrality.
1500 Cadets at Pensacola at reduced short course 5,514,000
** Reserve persomnnel for Naval districts and section bases 1,000,000 14,600,000

**tThotli 600,000 for Reserve Personnel, inoludes 1279 Officers
at¥,,184,000, 6652 men,$7,117,000 and $4,191 000 for plane
crews for aireraft in F,-

192 intermediate range patrol planes

24, outer patrol planes

300 Training planes for Pensacola and Corpus Christi.



PITLE
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F IMMEDIATELY REQUIRED DEFERRED

Material requirements for Distrlet patrol organ-
izations of "E":

Bureau of C & R

Bureau of Eng.

Bureau of Ord.

Bureau of Aero. (procurement of 192 intermediate
range patrol planes and 24 patrol
planes for the Outer Patrol 300
training planes

Bureau of Ordnance, ordnance and ammunition for

above airoraft
@ommunications - Salaries for Telegraphers

Facilities for ocean patrol in West Indies and on the
ftlantic Coast for long range patrolling with
exisiting aircraft

Mine loading and Net assembly

Reestablish the 7th Naval district and administration
facilities at Key West and Miami

&R
Eng.

Convert 4 small vessels as patrol plane tenders

C&R
Eng
Convert 4 small tankers to tend patrol planes
C&R rogure
onversion

Eng Conversion

2,663,000
3,175,000
246,300
33,564,000
2,437,700
61,920
Existing facil=-
ities and tenders
will be used.

1,306,000

250,000...Tentative
100,000

1,250,000...Possibly Dest-
100,000 royers.

3,000
1,200
100

888
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F {contl

IMMEDI ATELY REQUIRED DEFERRED

Shore facilities for sea Plane operations at Puerto Rigco
and 2 other places in West Indies for advance
base operations.

G

Active duty fay for employment of 100 Volunteers (Officers) or
he reserve in the Department and in the Field for nucleus
for censorship. 400,000

Naval Intelligence Activities

H - Gnmunicatiuna
-—-_'_-—-—-_**I

Necessary funds for teletype, cable » telephone and

telegraph to Support the foregoing requirements 200,000
L
Program of Procurement of hew patrol eraft 25 SC
for Distriet organizations for war,
C&R 2,875,000
EnS'l‘ ?50- Um
i

New training center for aireraft pilots at
Corpus Christi

hae.”
Lnrﬁnnutiu:
Naval Reserve, Cadets instruntnru,plunq crews

4,000,000

will use ten-
ders and tankers,

6,000, 000

147 ¥P,32 s¢

6,400,000
6,500,000

16,000,000

» 000
19,050,000
5,855,400



K - Publie Works
IMMEDIATELY REQUIRED DEFERRED

Authorized public works .

Trade school biilding Destroyer base SanBiego 3,850,000
Supply Pier, San Diego 1,600,000
Farris Island items 2,000,000
Quantico items 7,250,000
L~ Marine corps items
For inecreasing Marine Corp enlisted strength bz 9,000 men
and 245 Officers, and calling to active duty 266 retired
Officers,
Pay 5,266,000
Gneral expenses 4,617,000
Training Facilities 1,560,000
Ordnance and ordnance stores - Artillery and ammunition
for Fleet marine force and defense battalions 10,000,000 20,000,000
Miscellaneous
Moving floating drydock from New Orleans and construction
one floating drydock 2,000,000
Convert 900 3 inch mounts to A/A mounts for merchant
auxillarfes - 10,260,000
Projectiles for same 2,600,000
Powder for same 3,000,000
Engineering 1,425,000
Naval Communications ' 22:?33
Civ aries
Department and Field 414,000

I 66,834,450 119,975,053
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My dear Mr. Secretary:

The enforcement of the laws of the United States pertaining
to the neutrslity and forelgn relations of this country requireg
an immediate expansion of the active naval personnel. In the
eircumstances, I have accordingly decided and hereby declare that
a national emergency exists within the mesning of exieting statutes
which provide for temporarily incressing the enlisted strength
of the Nevy and Marine Corps and the employment of retired officers
of the NHavy and Marine Corps, and of members of the Haval and Harine
Corps Reserves.

Pleaps take the necessary action.

Respectiully,

The Acting Secretary of the NHavy
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T, HAVAL AND ATH FORCES IN THE FAR EAST.

Chins - Japen - Philippine - Singapors - ;';l.mt.s:uluslnn Arens.
Type United States Great Britien .ig;]&:r- Total
Heavy Crulsers 1 3 0 2 CA
Light Crulsars 1 7 3 11 cL
Armed Merchant Crulsers 0 2 0 2 BCL
Destroyers 13 5 g8 26 ID
Escort Vessels o 2 (5] 2
flunboats 7 9 0 16 Fo
Submarines 17 0 16 33 as
Aixiliaries 11 0 0 11
Planes 85 (ot 1o, 2 156 438
Patrol Craft X 0 . 7
Mine Sweapers 2 23 4} 25
AVD 2

Franklin 0. Roowovelt L

DEGLALS
BGD Ui se00.0 (9/27/58)

Dats= ?/.-;,"- -

A

Slpnatures f,ﬁzﬁ?g - A prm—
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WORLD WAR OF 1914 PREDICTED BY GERMAN ADMIRAL IN 1888.
(From the World Book, Volume 8, page 6153)

In the archives of the United States Navy Department,
Record 38, Volume 52, page 558, is a report by Commodore
(1ater Admiral) Dewey soon after the Battle of Manila (1898).
He reported & conversation with the German Admiral Von
Goetzen, after a German attempt to profit from Dewey's
exploit, in which the admiral said:

*About fifteen years from now my country will start a

gr!nt war. She will be in Parie in about two months after

he commencement of hostilities. Her move on Paris will be
but a step to her real objeot — the crushing of England,***
Some monthe after we finish our work in Europe we will take
New York and probably Washington and hold them for some
time, We ItIY put your country in its place with reference
to Germany.

"§e do mot propose to take any of your territory, but
we i{ntend to take a billion or so of your dollars from
New York and other places. The Monroe Doctrine will be
taken charge of by us, as we will then have to put you in
your place, and we will take charge of South America as we
wish to. * * * Don't forget this — about fifteen yeare
from now remember it, and it will interest you."

This suthentic record commands admiration for the
exactness of ite prophecy; it is startling, aleo, in the
light of later events. The impression persists that the
intended victims of this threat either believed it to be
the bombastic utterance of a disappointed officer or they
thought it would be possible to avert a world calamity.
Certain it is that the United States and Ergland were not
seriously stirred, and Framece made mo defensive move until
in 1913 increased military asoctivity in the open in
Germany forced it to provide for additions to 1ts army.
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Re~Reports from Army and Navy Munitions Board
(which forms part of General Board)
Subject:Foreign Inquiries for Production cf Munitions
outlined by Col Cheas Hines, Chairman, Clearance Comm.

Seeilouis Johnson folder=Drawer 1=-1939
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Memo to the President
From Louls Jolmson-=Asat Sec of Var

Encloses chart showing immedlate measures planned
to be initiated by the War Dept in the event of War
in Europe.

See War folder-Raw flle
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Strategie Chart (Map) of the Atlantic Ocean

Sent from Navy Dept and merked (No.5050,5trategic Flotting
Chart No. 26)

See: Drawer 4--1939 for chart
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