THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

WABHIMNGTORM

Al3-1(390928-7)

'

\ 12 April 1941
g
I" F .-‘ ]
Lﬁw a d £ e esident
Subject: Submarine Destroyer Proposed By
Lt. Comdr. A, C. Dam, USNR (Ret)
Reference: (a) White House Memo to Secretary
of the Navy dated 9 April 1941
1. Early in December, 1940, I approved a re-
commendation from the 0ffice of Inventions to carry out

tests with en air propelled boat to determine its efficiency
as a submarine chaser, and referred it to the Bureau of Ships
for action. The Bureau of Ships selected a 54 ft. patrol
vessel which was under construction at the Norfolk Navy Yard,
with which to carry out these tests.

24 It is proposed to mount a 650 HP Allison
engine, direct connected to an air screw on the after deck
to accomplish the air propulsion, and to install both sonic
and supersonic listening equipment and supersonic echo-
ranging equipment in this hull. Tests will then be run to
obtain data as to the comparative usefulness of this sonic
equipment in the air and water screw propelled vessels.

3 The boat will be ready to receive the sound
equipments by the middle of May. However, the only avallable
sound equipments for this project are now installed and
undergoing tests in other patrol vessels. The avallability
of this sound equipment for the air serew propelled vessel
will depend upon the successful completion of these tests.

It is estimated that the tests with the air screw propelled
vessel can be undertaken early in June.



HEHCRANDUN FUR
THE BEORETARY OF THE NAVY

What hae been done about the
suggestion of Andrew Das for the
construction of a certain type of
ship %o operate against submarines?

F. D. R.
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THE 3ECRETARY CF STATE
THE SRECRETARY OF WAR
TRE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

concerned over poselible German
northeast Oreenland. That

to be where the Germans are headed. Please let ne

counteradt any possidle sstadlish-
or weather base at that point even

months only.

F. D, R.



pril 19, 1941

To: Miss LeHand

Prom: Nr, Bummerlin

Bubjeot: """M'ﬁﬂ-"?" 8t. Vinecent, Canary
Miss LeHand:

Supplementing the Seeretary's memorandum for the
President on the proposed visits of the U.S5.8. Milvaukes
to the Azores, S5t. Vineent and Lisbon, the Navy Depart-
ment states that the Mllwauksas has not suffiocient fuel
to make the vieit to the Canary Islands, as planned,
without refueling en route %o Lisbon or on ite return
to American waters. The vialt to the Canary Islands
is, therefore, alse nesessarily in abeyance and I under-
stand the vessel 1s now headed for home.
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THE WHITE HOUSE /
WASHINGTON -

April 21, 1041,
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
ADMIRAL BSTARK

Raferr to this memorandum
'?12: m“unm:-;-u Alr
Faol ®8 on Albermarle Island,
ﬂl:l.m I have talked with Welles

we should go ahead with
the arrangssent whioh Mr. Foster
“::'.;;d';‘““un“#:lm'
more ve oan
but this gives us a ohance, ]

s

4

F. D. R.

S~ fhogy G bvao
J o P~
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e Franklin D. Rossdfeit Library
PECLASSIFIED
06D DIR. 5200.8 (9/27/68)

L regly rofer 1o Lubtisls
wnd M,

Date- J{;".-'."? ~ 70
Serial 038312 Navy DeparTMENT

o
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONGRtUres &:‘_ 4 )
%‘ WASHINGTON

April 1, 1941,
[s] d fo dpiral Me ire:

Subject: Proposed Naval Air Facilities on Albermarle
Island, Galapagos.

1. I am informed that at your request Rear Admiral
Turner, Director of the War Plans Division, talked to you
over the 'phone concerning the proposition of setting up
naval seaplane facilities on Albermarle Island, as has been
recomrended to the President by Ur. Paul F. Foster. You
asked Rear Admiral Turner to let you have a memorandum giving
a synopsis of the views which he expressed,

2 From time to time naval seaplanes have visited
the Galapagos Islands, Last winter we sent a Speeial Aerial
Surveying Party to the Islands to locate sites for seaplane
bases. The Commandant of the Fifteenth Naval District has
rersonally inspeeted the various sites. The confidential
Naval Air Pilot Central America end Outlying Islands also
describes the Islands, The consensus of opinion of all has
been that there are two reasonably good positions in the
Islands for the location of a small seaplane base. One of these
locations is at Post Office Bay on the North Coast of Santa
Maria. The Aerial Survey Farty expressed a slight preference
for this over another site, the Seymour Island just off the
North Coast of Santa Cruz. The Commandant of the Fifieentt
Naval District stated that he considered the Seymour Island
gositian the better, and stated that no other places in the

slands were at all suitable for a shore base,

3 On the East Coast of Albermarle Island is Cartago
Bay, which 1is reasonably good for operations by tender-based
seaplanes during westerly weather; on the West Coast of Albermarle
Island is Elizabeth Bay, which is quite suitable for operations
by tender-based seaplanes most of the time and in all except
westerly weather. At neither place does it appear rracticable
to establish a shore base, because of the existence of com=
paratively new lava fields. The Commandant of the Fifteenth
Naval District specifically recommended against both of these

b&ys-



Serial 038312

hs From what information we have to donte it appears
imnractioeble to set up & base in the Galepagos now, owing to
probable objections by the Covernment of Eoumsdor. % arl inelined
to think that we sould get the necessary rights were we at war,
but that we might compromise this possibility, should we now go
through with the errongement which Mr. Foster sugpests. The Navy
is now mesembling in the “ananl Jone advence base outfits for
establishing temporary shore bases for petrol seaplanes similar
to the outfits being assembled for seaplane bases in 5t. Luecia,
Antipua, and Jamnioa.

5s I note that kr. Toster dild not find snough sulphur
on Albermarle Island to moke 1ts recovery commercially profitabhle,
gnd that he now proposes to raise cnttle there and to gell them
on the Mainlond, Whether or not such & commercial adventure
would be puccessful, I am not In a position to say.

H. R. STARK,

franklin 0. Roosevalt Librery

A-CLARSIFIED
110 DiR. ss0.9 (9/27/88)

bate- «f- 7)o

3ignature= ?‘%)-" | g



Ry dear Mr. Presldent:

His Majeaty's Governmsnt in the United Kingdom
has transmitted to the Navy Department a request that the
8.5. George Washington, recently transferred from ownership
of the Meritise Commission to owmership of the Navy Depsrtasnt,
be transferred, under the provisicas of Publie Law 11, to
ownership of His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom.

If this trensfer meets with your appreval, it is
requestad that I be suthorized to make such transfer at a
markst walus of ll.?ﬁl,'???-m-

Sincerely yours,

Copy o
hear Alus Jubkls Eeeves
0
Chief of Bureau of &hips
Chairmon, The Meritime Commiss!om
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

- April 23, 1941.

MEMORANIUM FOI
THE SECHETARY OF THE NAVI:

Please speak Lo me about the
possibility of a patrol on Hudson Bay
this summer., I suppose thls should be
taken up through the Joint Canada-

United States Commission, of walch
LaGuardia is Chairman. It occurs to

me that in view of the fact that the
Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting

Company -- lately owned by J. P. Morgan
and Company, has all kinds of shipping
and docking facilities on Hudson Bay,
these facilities might be used by Canada
and the United States to prevent some
German raider, submarine or otherwise,
from entering tuis Bay and destroying all
kinds of valuable property, both Canadian
and United States.

F. D. R.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

LOFY
April 26, 1941

KEMORANDUL FOR

THE SECRET.RY OF WaR
THE SECRETARY OF THE NaVY

It is reported to Huddleston,
our Consul in Curaceo, that he
learns fron the Netherlands
Intelligence “ervice in Curscso
thut twenty-five German offfcers
ere reported to be expected in
French West Indisn possessions,

This should be thoroughly
investigated by one of the
Intelligence Services, and should
include not only Martinique and
Gundeluugu but also the other
smaller French Islands and French
Guiensa.

This is coming pretty close
to home.

r. I, R,
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Im reply refer to Indtlals
amd Ma.

Navy DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON
29 April 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I am sending by special officer messenzer copy
of the questions you asked us to send to the British
when we were last in the White House, and also am
enclosing copy of their reply.

Please note the "secret status",



Al6-1/EF13 .

(Serial 5)
April 25, 1941.

—_———

My dear admiral Danckwerts:

1. The Chief of Naval Operations has instructed me to convey to
you his view that the provisions of paragraph & of the main report
of ABC-1 ought to apply to major chanzes in the disposition of the
forces of the United States and the United Kingdom, even in advance
of the time that the United States may enter the war. He proposes,
therefore, to keep the British Chief of the Naval Staff informed as
to all contemplated shifts of United States naval forces, and to
invite the advice of that officer concerning such movements,

2. I have already informed you orally that one aireraft ecarrier
and five destroyers are now en route from the Pacific to the atlantie,
and that the primary reason for this movement 1s because the U.S.3.
HANGER (Atlantic Fleet) is soon to undergo an extensive navy yard
overhaul.

3. However, the Chief of Naval Operations has in contemplation
other changes of a more lmportant nature. He therefore requests that
you obtain the opinion of the Chief of the Naval Staff as to the fol-
lowing:

(a) With due regard to the existing political situation
in the Far East, and to the present strength of the
United States Atlantic Fleet, would it be advisable,
at this time, for the United States to transfer from
the Pacific to the Atlantic three battleships, four
light oruisers, and two destroyer squadrons? iNnte
that this force is nearly equal to the force to be
transferred after the United States enters the war.)

(b) If Axls pressure forces the British Mediterranean
Fleet to leave the kediterranean Sea, would this
Fleet remain in the Indian Ocean or Far Eastern
waters? Would it be desirable at the time this
British fleet retires to the eastward, for the United
States simultaneously to shift strong naval forces
from the Pacific to the Atlantie?

Sincerely,

/8/ R.K.Turner,
Rear admiral, U.S.Navy.
Rear Admiral V.H.Danckwerts, C,M.G.,
British Embassy,
3100 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.

Copy to:

War Plans pyyision, U.S.Army
Rear Admira%vﬁ.L,GﬁnrzLey, U.S.N.



BRITISH EMBASSY,
Washingten, D. C.

LCSTEERN. 28th April, 1941

My dear Admiral Turner:

I have to-day recelved a telegraphiec reply from
the British Chiefs of Staff to the contents of your letter
dated April 25th, 1941 (0p-12-VED Al6-1/EF13(Serlal 5.).)

2. The Chiefs of Staff express their gratitude for the
proposals made 1n parsgraph 1. of your letter, and ask that
the Chief of Naval Operations may be informed of their full
agreement with these proposals,

Se A8 regards the provision of reciprocal information,

the Chiefs of Staff feel sure that the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions will appreciate the diffieulty of providing a day te

day report of all changes, but propose that a regular perisdical
summery of British major dispositions should be communicated by
them., They suggeat that 1t might be rendered weekly, and would
be glad to know if this suggestion would be satisfactory to the
Chief of Naval COperations,

4, The Chiefs of Staff consider that the move proposed

in paragraph 3(a) of your letter would be advantageous., It
would make more forces avallable for Western Hemisphere Defence
Plan No. 2, and in the event of the United Stetes ert ering the
war would reduce the time taken for United States' Naval forces
to relieve the British force at present besed on Gibraltar. The
Chlefs of Staff feel satisfied that the consequential reduction
in the strength of the United States! Pncific Fleet would not
unduly encourage Japan.,

5 As regards the gquestion posed in paragraph 3(b) of yeour
letter, while the Chiefs of Staff do not anticipate that any
such contingency is likely at present, they state that should
the circumstance arise, and the Suez Canal still be open, the
Kediterranean Fleet would probably be sent into the Indian
Ocean in the first place, In that event they agree that a
further trensference of Naval forces from the United Stetes!
Pacifiec Fleet to the Atlanticwould be desirable,

=l



British Embassy,
Washington, D.C.

-0

6. Ir the Mediterransan Fleet wasz not able to masa direct
into the Indian COcean owing to the blockine of the Susz Canal,
the Fleet would be brought into the Atlantie through the Western
Yediterranean; an operation which the Chiefs of Staff consider
feasible, In thls avent, and assuming that no other cepltal
ship foroce had been sent to the Far Faest or Indien Ocesn, a
further reduction in the strength of the Peeifie Fleet would be
undesirable.

T A8 regards the reference to the movement of the Medlt-
erranean Fleet belng limited to the Indien Oceman as n firat
stage, I bellieve it to be the views of the Chiafs of Staff that
if Japan was & belliperent 1t would not be advisable to sand to
the Far Easat itself, to be based on Singapore, a naval force
weaker than that put forward In ABC-1, Annex III, Papge 15.
Until, therefore, that strength wgs available 1t would be thelr
intentlon to retain the Mediterransan Fleet (three battleships,
ete.) in the Indian Ocean baged probably in Trincomales.

8. THNevertheless, I intermret their reply to mean that in thelr
view a U.3, naval strength similar to thet of the Mediterranean
Fleet ocould be transferred lnto the Atlantie, in addition to
those units proposed in paragraph 3{a) of your letter, If the
¥editerrsnean Fleet moved into the Ipdien Ocesn and Tapan still
remained a non-belligerent. It will be realised that such a
furthar transfer to the Atlantlo from the Paciffs Flaset would
fagilitate an earlier deapatch to the Far REast of additional
Eritish naval forcea which, in conjunotion with the Mediteérranean
Fleet, would provide the necessary strength for satisfactory
operation from Singapere in the event of Japan entering the war.

9. If the Chief of Feval Gfurntlunu wishes to pursue this
matter further, perhaps we might have & discussion on the sublect,
aefter whioh I could guestion the Chlefs of Staff in more detafl.

Yours sinceraly

V.H.Danokwerts

I?‘“r Aﬂmin%‘ft. X. &u'nnr,
. 5. lavy Departme
Washington, D.C. 3
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE /7/&7

WASHINGTON

May 1, 1941,

My dear Mr, President:

I am returning to you herewlth the memorandum,
with enclosures, transmitted to you under date of
4pril 28 by the Secretary of the Navy which you were
good enough to send me for my information with your
memorandum of April 30. I have given it to Murphy
to read. The latter should be in Casablanca Tuesday
or Wednesday of next week,

Admiral Pratt's memorandum in particular has been
most helpful to me.

Belleve me

1ti{ully yourg,

Enc.

The President,
The White House.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 30, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF BTATE

Please read and return.
You ocan show it to Bob Murphy.

r- n¢ n'




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 30, 1941,
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

Please read and return.
You can show 1t to Bob Murphy.

F. D. R.

Memorandum from Admiral
Pratt to the Becratary of the
Navy and another memorandum from
Joseph B. Phillips, the Foreign
Editor of Newaweek.




THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WaAaBHINBTORMN

April 28, 1941

MEMORANTUM FOE THE PRESIDENT:

I am snclosing herewlth a couple of papers
which you might find interesting reading. One is by Admiral
Pratt and the other by Joseph B. Phillipe, the Foreign Editor
of Neweweek. I know in what high esteem you hold Admiral
Pratt and I found them both very interesting.

Enclosures - 2




April--22 Yemo for Admiral Pratt

(1) ==The need to protect our flank in the South Atlantie is pressing,
fierra Leone is the best base,In addition however there are numerous
maller islands in this region,vhich are worth consideration, Two wesks
ago Newsweek hod e stowy,based on m report by & Trench geographer,say-
ing that Germany hﬂl-mbl.hhﬂl bases and stored fusl on some small
islands off Bethurst.Nothing has been heard of this so far in the war,
In addition I would like to point out thet in my opinion,the French
situation is deteriorating rapidly,The immediate German purposs may be
to secure the Fremch fleet and North Africa,but the influence will eer-
tainly extend to Dakar,and possibly to the Camsroons,snd the present
Free Trench Fquiterial Afries.Contrary to the opinion often expressed,
I em doubtful that the poliey of the Petain Gummt,ﬂl.!. ba guidad
by French publie opinion,The hold of Germany is too strong,Thare are
too many men ambitious of powsr around Petain,or such as Laval,Con-
sequently I submit that your memorandum might inelude a suggestion
that within the {(mmediats futume ,wwery possible pressure should be
brought on Franee,through such things as the food question,and pub-
l4cézing cur own armaments effort md mduﬂmim:m_ttapm-m a
British defeat,to forestall a German sueeess in Trenes.To this end
propoganda for the Fremeh publis will do some good but not encugh.

The importemnt thing is to impress a few infividuals,such as Admiral
Darlan end Qeneral Huntzinger.I have recently heard you 8xXpress an
opinion on Gensrel Weygend with whieh T conour,neverthelsss he is im-
portant in Afries,and T think 1t would be well to be sertain that
someone in our consular or diplomatie service has ascess to him with
the ability to exert the desired pressurs,To express & purely porso-
nal opinien,T believe that the next big break will come in France,
mhmlﬂu‘unhﬂmmtammnm#uh




I}*.&

tain Treuch war prisonsrs-say those needed for the Spring plant ing

and harvest-whils it would probably be fruitless,nsvertheless would
ereate a favorable impressiom,

Yhile Sierra Leons would serve us well and ocould be agquired from Brit-
ain, nevertheless T foel that the asquisition of Dakar would make a
mich greater impression upen Furope,.I do not have smough military in-
Tormetion on tys miltkmry situstion there to know whether this is pos-
sible,If it is say,by a landing of marines,I would consider 1t en
important step to convinee both Turape and South America of our de-
terminat fon,

(2)==You and I have recently heard some interesting but uninformed
diﬂugﬂm of our possible influence in the scquisition of Irish
Bases,T have no special informstion on this subject ,but would like to
make the following suggestions-First that the influence we onn exert
on this problem must be secondary to the English-Irish problem,Decond
that ome definite contribution we can make is %o onalyize Irishe-
Aimerican opinion in this country and to influence it a5 much as pos-
sible.Altheugh my contact with these political groups ia too slight

to be n:rmnhuu,lthﬂbmumu‘ln me the opinion that a
mrimamdxntmnhmmldh_tmthmuarthﬁttu
Department or of the Navy Department,The divisions in Treland are re-
flected here,and T have myself been present at meetings of persons
vho were contributing to the Irish Republicsn Army.y impression is
that most Irishmen in the United States,are mati-Tnglish,and T feel
mtwuthummwmmhqhmm“th
“ilver Shirts and Fether Cough)ins followers,This however is only a
suggestion that a more sericus study should be made of these groups,
nnmu-.mmmummmmmuhntu
final peace settlement is to be determined more by the United States



e

then by Britein,
(3)==A# regards our position in the Far Gast it definitely {s not oy
opinion thet we are doing enough if we maraly leave Japan a way out
from the Axis allisnce by such drrinu_u convoying ships defensive-

1y to the limit of ths Neutrality zome.Tapen is & nation on the prowl
without resources and anxious for whatever she ean got,The keys here
are primarily Russia,snd seeondarily s bold fromt on vur part end that
of the British.This is true bessuse for several years Japan has Tearsd
Fussia more than it has us or Britain,T am of the opinion that unless
we set lmmodiately--( Hota=Trimiorctdoroman s 1 £ faproo sk s rar ek
TR IYIRy) ~Tussie will sell out China end foree Chiang-Tai-shek
to make umﬂmnm.wnmm record points to
the probability that he will eonsent to this,You mow there is a very
serious division in the Japanese government over the Axis allisnce,and
that 1t has been secented by the new neutrality treaty with Tussia,be-
ezuse thare are a number of Japansse of influemee who still think their
mein snemy is Russia.Consequently T have two suggestions to make,

First that the State Department,and also Navy men, who often have more
offedtive contacts with the .‘.I'upl:nnle should impress upon them that we
are &8 determined to keep up our aif to China as we are to Britain, ond
socond thet we should meke a very special effort to impross Nussia,

As you kmow I am of the opiniom that this physically weak power is pur-
suing & poliey desigmed to peours o compromise peage in “urope and

in isia,or a German or Tapenese vietory after an exhasusting wer, [
Noverthelsas from first hand sxperienes T om convinged that the pri-
mrrntjn!in of the Stalin regime is to syrvive mmong a growing host
of enemiss.I have what I consider to be reliable informat ion that
a-rwh“muﬂﬂnthhm.mmurmmd
influence in the Mremlin,Tt is within the bounds of possibility that |




4.

that “ussis can force Chine %o make pesge with Jupan thereby freeing
Japan for an sttack on ourselves and Hritish interests in the Tem
nast--To offset this we can take three lines of sction-l- as said above
impress fussis thet our aid to China will contimue regardless of ovents
in Eyrope--S2--'mke it clear to imssia thet we are interested in the
war in the Balksns snd North Africa,and that we are snxious to prevent
a German domination of the Straits of the Deardanelles which is a met-
ter of old and wital interest to Pussia,in epite of all the present
talk sbout s poseible substitute outlefy through the Persisn Gulf,and--
5-—?0 make svery effort to impress Russie by our industrinl war ef-
fort.This country for a variety of ressons,is mors spt than any other
to be impresssd by the figures on the /merican wer industrial effort.
Trom two conferences which you and T have attended recently,T have the
imprsssion that the extent of this effort has not been fully publi-
eized, ioreover it is to the advantage of fussian poliey at the moment
to emcourage this effort and to lessen sabotage,This war 1s e strug-
gls for power,in which ideologies are only the instrument of power
groups,nnd I see no reason why given our true pesitiem in the world

we ghould not be eapable of playing upom the obvious waamessee of
both Pussis snd Jepan to emasculete the danger to ourselves in the
racifie.

(4)==As regards the specifie recommendstions in your memoranium,I have
only two suggestions to meke--{a)-~thst the headquarters of a joint
American~-British strategy board might better be in Canada than in Zash-
ington-=({b)=-that such = Board should heve its own press relations
buresu,quite seperste from the notoriously inadequete ‘Hnistry of In-
formation in London,and that in the selection of such an organize-
tion the British Dominions and curselves should have more weight tham
the British

R e ] .



Hote~-Ais an oddends,T submi% that all my informetion es = Toreign

| Hows Bditor,is to the offect that in tho mse of defest,the rem-
nants of the British Tlest would be quits as apt %o retrest o Sing-
& pore os to Canada,

Joseph B, Phillips



Mamo on Slerre lecme
"o should have u bass at Froetown on the south side of the Jisrre
lame river,Tt is o Oritish rospession,having ch exeellent harbor,
nﬁnm“mim long snd 1ﬂhw1h.rn-hip:
dﬂnmm.nummm—-uhmw
Ml:m;nmlh -ua,cmmm-um-uw
low rlst m.mnmmmummmm
mxwmmmmmmmm is & mniee 1
uﬂamunmmmm,mnmm in the
hilla, Tt mummmm,rwnumnm
m-mmtmmuﬂ.mmnm quarters and barracks
are in the hills,
nmm&mmmmmmm:mw-m
ummmhmu—.mmmmﬂntum.mm
nngllt nthni,ﬂmrlmmmmmhﬂwmth
m.mmmnumwn-ﬂnrhﬂummm.
mmmn.mr-td—,mnmmm 2 half
dlutmthluud“mnlluhdw“tmth
mmmumm—ummmmm:-mu
mmmuh-h.nuummmum.a.vm
mmﬂ;mnm.mumnmmﬁ-m
mnsmmmhm—mmmu.
nn-mmm-mmm«:mmunm.nm
o Iritish holding,though Dathurst 15 nemrer Duker boing 120 miles away,

IR BAS™D

ﬁ““hmﬂmh“ﬂuﬂhh.wm
© move 1s practicablo-CobheLough willy=Dershave in Bantry Bey,Boro-
“ﬁ-l--_mh- in the last war,It cowers the alr




for the discharge of eargo--Lough Swilly is en extensive bay on the
north coast of Ireland,Tt is the sea approsh to Londenderry,.. bass in
this vieinity would eover the northern and western approches to Seot-
land and the Irish sea, _

POINTS SUQGGESTED FOR CONSIDERATION,
Sinee the Lend Lsmse Bill has given the suthority,and the $7,000,000,00
the power to start the wheels of productiom rolling,the mest important
factors to consider in the A1d to Britain program,are (a)-systematic
end effieient planning between ourselves and Great Hritain,end (b)-
effieient and quick setion in the matter of getting our product ion
in the sagest way to the localities where Britain can best use it,
The need of speedy action in the emse of-(b)-is evident since the suc-
cessful solution of the Campaign of the Atlantie,is the most serious
problem facing Britain now,and during the summer months , and tnmart
agross the see is the weakest link in our ajd to Britein schome,In
tackling this problem of shipping,thers are two points to consider-
=(e)=the replacement of tomnage sunk,by the most repid methods of
construction ,regardless of the eize of the carriers-(d)-ths safs
transit of ships and their cargoes,with a minimmm of Lnn,igr-m-
tive of any partisular methed by whiech ships eross the seas,In other
wﬂuw in transit and & reasonable degres of seourity are thd
key notes.If we attempt to safeguard shipping by asgort,our own po-
1litieal position at home hns 1.“' be considered,and the risk of imvol-
vement of a war in two oceans.Yet if we are not willing to assume
some of the risks of defending the shipmenys regardless of what ships
earry them ,we might as well throw our money down the sink,snd Brit-
ain may fall,If she does the logiesl spot for the British Govermment
to move to is Canada,though the fleet might mowe to Singapore,Then we
are in the war,for it has very definitely resched the Testern Homis-

_ vhere,for w have defense cowsittménts with Cansda whish we eamaot



dodge. T would soem to bo wiser polley to attespt to comfime the
fighting to “uropo them have it gome over hore,A risk of our lLovole
veromt in wer,vhich 1s confined to sea mnd long renge air sctivity,ls
o nintmum risk,comared to what wo would probebly face If Britain fell,
If the steps wo take nre in defense of our owm rights as we view them,
ond we essort cargoes for the present no furtherthun 30 degrees west
longitude,vhich is within the limits of the western heaisphere,this
ﬂmnumnm.ummmwmh toraad
t‘h_ﬁnﬂndthrhllmﬂ'mhlndnwuiﬂhgm
dummhphwﬂﬁu.

In goneral,in the matter of our sea and air aéd to Britain,there are
threo courses wo Ay pursuc=(o)ews may turn over to Britaln all the
pon and air ereft sho needs ,anl which are at our disposal,with tho
praaise of heving them retwmed later,In the matter of alrereft,this
prosents no operational dirfficulties,snd the spoed up In ocur owm pro-
duetion should give us a good sefoty margin,in case we had to look
more olosely to our own dafenss noeds,The cuse of our war eraft lo
c'm,wm diffieultios attendent to turning over regular
men of wor,doss not epply to smaller creft,such os Cosst Gusrd ships-
yuojtsepetrol boats-tugsemino swoepers,If we turn over too =y

mwn of war at ono time,there nmm—r—m&uhrm
truinsd erews to man thomethore is a training paried for Sritish
grews to learm how to run them without breakiowms-and there is the
mtterof sdditions and chengws in mteriel to make our ships £it o
wer spocificntions,\way from guafire snd air sttask we should be able
to mske n botter and quicker Job of it=(f)-there is the course of
Mﬂmum_unhmm--ﬂmtum,w
ing to use thea later,This is & negetive effert,produstive of 2o
ald to Britain,mnd extremoly wasteful of time-(g)-there is the goa-
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E.EE@F seoms to =0 to be the onme offering thoe most
E.EEETEEEFHM:FE."E sea and

mlistely, !
SPXIFIC ROICOMMRIDATTONS,

(1)~That a Board be appointed,camposed of competent Aritish mad ‘me

oriom naval and aflitery mm,to study the war,plm & joint stratogy

EEEEEEE?&-F.S_"FEEE

the time comes ,that joint setion is recutired,The geat of this Board

would best be in Tashington-(possibly Canada)e-removed from the cemter

of strife,vhere quiet thinking is poesible,with sll infor=etion

glven it,

(2)=<That stops be taken toward losating suitable bases in Labrador

end Greenlmd,for the purpose of sstadlishing seross the narrow wuters

ssperating them,direet odr rlights for all types of planes,from the

UsZuto Bowfoundlond--llowfoundlond to Labralor--_sbrader to Groenlond-

==Creonlond to Ieelond--Teeland o the British Isles,

(3) ==That stops towerd the sequiremsnt of tomporary bases in Treland

md Sierra Toome bo started, .

(4)==That diroet sailings botween our own ports and the Res sea be

started ,Turkoy the oy spot in the “astern 'bditerrensan has not given

in yet,md if she ights,alr power -(the lagk of which was oms of the

!Iii?ﬂulﬂiaqéf!l-oﬁﬁﬁgﬂnw

conogyed on this route,by ourselves or the British,er should we en-

doavor to protect them yet an this route against reiders,The effort to

tgiﬂlhniﬂ!!ilﬂiiuﬂ!:
| o8 oloowhere now,If raiders sink or eapturo ane this is an set of age
: Frassion, 5

e — e —— . ——
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(0) ==Twrn over to the British,oxolusive of the needs of the raeifie
rlu‘l.lllmmdulrlhnthlrmuln Lawd lotely,ond which we
wmmmumm_m.nuunpmuum
nmmmmm-m-ntmmr.am-mtuum
mtﬂﬂlﬂlh.ﬂulm-m'lummmhﬂl-rm
until we get into tho wer,

(6)==0inoe British shipping is much tied up, if quiek plome deliver-
ies,nre noeded to vest Coast African parts,in omdor to be flowm to
North /frice for imwedisto use,mke the deliveries in our own fest
ehips,by direct sallings to Wost Const 'friem ports,

(7)=Fit out Lemdistely more ships of the Cetype,similar $o the ond
mhht“”hhmmnﬁmﬂmmw.
(8)==iinee the rapid tremsit of cargo is more officlent by direct
sailings thm by eomvay,the principle should be ostablishod, thnt
anch individual cargo earrier,as far as pructicable sliould be meds cs
twune to the submarine =nd atreraft a8 possible,Tn new constricticm
this would put o limit on size,ond the acoent on speed,both in con-
struction end in trensit,older ships of slow spead mst be eseorted
in eonvoy,ond all moans of defense used,oven with the mutogyre and
Blimp if 1% L8 found possible to use them
{ﬂ“mdmmummmphm
tm}-mmmummmm.mnum
(11)~Thet betwoen 10 and 15 Jmots diseretion should bo used whether
to sond ships in comvoy ar not

(12)=That convoys should be small
{ﬂl-ﬂﬁm!’-h“hﬁmmm
wost,which o within the liuits of the wostom hantsphore
{H]—M-Mhmmhlwﬁmwﬂ.
ond then turn them over to the British



{Hl-#hltuuuputm.-ﬁu-inmm,hm
ﬂﬂlﬂmrmﬂlﬂ-m-hﬂ-wwuwuwh‘,
vhieh from their Lnﬂt!.uluthn.lumumnﬁ shilpping lmpor-
tant inforwtion,
[u]mmmnmmwhmummwﬂlm-
tlonalities,and form in our ports,

(17) == That vhen 2ritish war craft onter our ports for repetir,the
Bwex wttor is juion wunder cansiderstion,esn we swap for the ‘time
hhg.nnwlmporﬂ-mtmrwthnmw.n‘m
mmmmﬁthmmnmutmmm
handle one of our owm without mich further training
{lﬂl-mllﬂwmhhmmm,thrptumm-
eifie,to reliove oo ar two of the older Lattleships,vhich mny then
bo put in the Atlmmtie sorvice ns deownd ndyisable

(19)=="hould 1t develop later that wo bDecmw mn sotive belliperent
mrmmutmmmwwmuudumn,whm
as o non belligerent,we had stripped ourselves of the means to oone
fuet a Joint wvar officlently,we have an agreewnt with the Nritish
memmnhm“nmm,hm.wtml
aow realignment of foreos,their distribution end operational tasks bo
assigned, in order to conduct efficlently the joimt war, in vhotever
world areas war operetions are condusted,

(20)=<That ns soon as we hmum.mhlm.m,l state of
Netionel “rergency be declered,

(M)=eThot vhen a “tate of Netionel “mergeney is deelered,or bofore,
mumnmmmnmmmmm.
of sabotage,or those inimiesl to our interests.
tm—uthmnmm in ‘ustralias,leeds to a dial-
mm:mummmumuu,rwmuumm
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we may have to exert mors prossure on Austyalis,to reassure them of
"mw,ummumumwum

Tapansce move,

W.V.Pratt
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Tome—mPril, <30=41

menart of a very ioteresting comversation,l had with the Japanoso
Ambassador on Anril E0--Tha interview was nrivete--held in the Hokel
olaga~-Ho ond I were the uﬂi&'bﬂ:l'pnmthﬂuthdllﬂm inter-
wiow==1t wne hold et his request,and lasted two and & half hours

In ths main the conversation was gensrael,but slways stuek to the main
theme=the wmr--However thore wers cortain definite stetemants, Homurn
made,to wit--that Japan definitely wonted o pence with China--would
ask no indsmnities--41d oot desire the =ilitery peoupation of Chinf--
that now,though st first military oncupation had bean a purpose,thls
ldon had been given up,by most of the influentisl lesters=inoluding
mopt of the higher military -en--nsarly sll of the neval men--ond &8
1 gathered by practically all of the lesding business and {inalcial
hasds--¥hat opposition existed rested entirely in the younger group--
that Tapans sim wis-n-vis Chinn was the rehabilitetion along economie
uuln.t_uhhlnﬂd‘nrpln {n order to creste n stable economic situn-
tion through which both Countries would nrofit,aleng the linss of
sooperation,

with regard to the southward expension--Tapans alms there were in
1ine with the nolicy adopted in Ohina--that = allitary move dirsotsd
at singepore and the Duteh Sast _mul wns not intended but economie
atability,and n fres flow of trade im which Japsn eould partieipete --
snd T gathersd on equal and not on preferential terms--fo distinat-
Irdldmt-ﬂtn:_'um into the Pméific--snd T gathered this
yns the general santiment in Japan--ss 1t would tand fo disturb
Jnpans noliey of economie rehebilitation nnd stebility in the Orient
In spite of the usso-Tepenese agressent,the groot fear is and will
MMM“M“—M!MWMM““I:IIHWM



but thet in a long war,with Britain and Germany exhausted-Sitalin
would be the only winnere-then Oommnist influenee would deminate
the Orient,moh to Janans undodmg--that he ,and T judged most of
Japans informed military suthority regarded “ussla &5 o wenk gouns
try,with Stalin under the thumb of Berlin.-thst Zuasis was not sin-
eare mnd could not be trudted.

FBomura stated that of all forsigners im his country the ‘mericens
ware the best liked

He stated that the capatilist groun in Tewan wers distinetly onnossd
to the ixis scomomie systom--that Jenans system was the growth of
one patternsd after oura and thet of Oritain esnd that the sunremscy
of the Mozl eystem would distinetly dismmipt thelr own,snd ms T
gathersd would interfers much with Tapens ssonomis nolicy in the
Arient,es it wes fusdmmentally different from the coe Japan vis-
unlized,

The imediste purpose of the discussion with me ,was in connedtion
with & visit he hoped 'mtsucka would be sble to make to this coun-
try in the near future--Then “Emtsuskn went to Berlin--ha Homira hed
eablad him neking that he return via the "nited Stetes--'Wtsucke
aould not do it then,ns be had to complete arrengements with Ifus-
sin-=T gathared that the feoling was,if an stmosphere wes created in
this eountry,«hich was not hostile to him,since Tepnan was an Axis
partner,that he ‘mbmuocks might be glad to come to thin country to
talk things over,

T told ¥omirs then,if the muspleion was aroused in this eountry
that *mtsucka came as an ixis apent ootz ragenk, -repeared to
eproad the Mazi doctrine of a gonguerors nemse,it would in my opine
fon be futile,and would only: remult in s greater antagonim in this
Country,for we would fsel then that Jepan had been sold lock,stosk

—_— - - — e



and barrel to tho Insis--But thet (f ‘wtduckn come withk ths nusnose
of ostablishing friendly relations with this sountry on the basis

of limiting the war to “urope--sstanblishing o gondition of pases in
the Orient,not to be broken by further militery conquests thers,

and keoning the pemce so that war could not sprend to the “rient,
there might be =g & possibility--T wes not a statesman,nor in a noe
aition to make stategents which carry uny weight,but it was =y opine
icn that the ome suseesaful approch to this sountry,cnd the only one
glving sy promise might be alomg the lines T sugcested.

Tasiked him sbout ‘Wmtmuoka,steting thet T heard he wes in sentiment
hostile to this country--The /imbassadors reply was to this affeot--
That 'mtsuoke must nét be fudged emtirvely by whet he says--that he
is a disginle of the imerisan political method of saying & great
many things to see thelr effect--but what he has in his heart =ay be
quite anothar natter.

I pathersd howsver from the whole conversatisn thet there wop o grow-
ing Tear in Japan,that ultimetely,if the Sxin were ths vikyors

Tapan might have to fear Hitler,about ms mmeh ms they do Stalin--
thet he Nomire looks forwamd to a long war,and in the end he did not
s50 how Fitler coald prevail over Aritain snd the 'nited Ztates
with their great reserve power

This represents the gist of ths gonversation.

W, Cratt
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THE WHITE HOUSE F
WASHINETON 1"

5=5-41
MEMORANTOM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Admiral Stark phoned that Admirsl
King has & report indicating the probable
presence of & submarine south of Mantucket.,

Etark says he is not convinced
of the suthenticity of this repert but
wanted you to know in case it 18 confirmed

later.
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Navy DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON

May 18, 1941,

Dr, Bowman seemed to feel that there wers
disadvantages in annownelng any line of demarcation
between the two hemispheres because 1t mipght result
in similar announcements by other nations -- by
Japan, for instance, Also the line might be taken
not oenly as a limit agalnst Curopean aggression,
but also as g renunciation of our rights and in.
terests in the area, to the eastward of the line.

Dr. Bowman emphasized, therefore, the
importance of the first paragraﬁh, and the first
sentence of the second paragraph, in his paper as
Prepared,

He has kept Tuesday, May 20, and Wednesday,
NMay 21, free of all engagements in case it should be

desired that he come to Yashington for further dig-
cusslon of the questions involved,
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT May 19, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

In the accompanying memorandum I attempt & solution based on the
meridian of 25° west lengitude. Three small deviations from this merid-
ian, all based on the same principle, are proposed at the Caps Verdes,
the Azores, and Iceland (see red line on attached map).

It is urged, however, that you weigh the alternative of 30°. I
de not recommend 30° because critical military and pelitical guestions
must be answered first. These questions are as follows:

1. Consider our total military strength. Is that strength suf-
ficlent, with the contingencies of Singapore, Hawaii, Pan-

ama, South America, Greenland, etc., in view, to permit us to dispatch
and su t whatever naval and air stre may be required to patrol or
bold the Azores? You may decide that you must patrol or hold them even
at high cost rather than suffer loss of prestige by leaving or losing them
once you have included them in Western Hemisphere plans. I do not know
if we possess that much total strength. You have the means at your com-
mand to secure an answer, or at least an opinion, based upon naval and
industrial scurces.

2. Every part of the 25° line is secure and double-riveted as
to our rights, except the Azores. The opiniocns of geographers

as recorded in existing geographical literature is clearly on the side
of 0ld World connections for the Azores. We have to face those published
opinions. The Azores are oceanic, central, and of as much strategic
interest to us as to Europe, but we cannot say that they are western, not
sastern, in geological and historical associations. Our strongest posi-
tion with respect to the Asores (if we include them) is

a) that we have no ultimate territorial designs on them, and
b) that we aim only to neutralise the evil designs of others.

But an Buropean coalition could say the same thing. It would come down
to "we" vs. "they", and force alone would decide.

3. How far would American opinion sustain boldness of action in
the Asores? How far would American support go if we suffered
heavily at the Azores and a critical public attitude came tc be fashion—
able? Could fifth—column agents use heavy U. S. commitments or losses at
the Azores as an excuse for attacking our whole position on hemisphere
limits and defense?
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If war comes, we shall be obliged to revise our present attl-
tudes end judgments. Certainly we would then be free to take the Azores,
Cape Verdes, Dakar, and anything else we could take and thought mili-
tarily desirable to take. Do we now want to take (or patrol) anything

that might diminish our ability to attain other and possibly more vital
military objectives?

I do not trust my judgment on thesa politico-military questions
for I do not have all the required facts at command.

Sineerely yours,

Lma__i}.\ r)a‘mma./\»\

Special Hote: If the 30° meridian is taken the South Atlantic
meridian should be 20° west longitude up to the parallel of 10°
south latitude, where & northwesterly rhumb line would be
followed through the Africa — South America gap to the intar-
section of 30° west and 15° north (see black line on accompany-
ing map). Thence the line should run due north along 30° west
longitude to 64% 30' north latitude. Thence it should run due
northeast to join the median line of Denmark Strait.

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.






THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE
(A Note on Atlantic Limits)

Hemisphere limits have reference to territory
and special protection: they do not restrict
our sea-borne trade.

Since the foundation of the Republic it has been cur eettled
policy to uphold the right of Americans freely to go and come upcn the
seven seas in pursuit of peaceful trade. One of the avowed purposes in
creating the Union was to assure respect for our flag and protection for
our commerce. To defend this fundamentsl right of peaceful trade we
have more than once taken up arms. At times » however, we have deliber—
ately and veluntarily restricted the sphere of our trade in the interests
of neutrality and peace. At the outbreak of the present war, in sccord-
ance with the Acts of the Congress s American shipping was barred from a
war fone as defined by the Presidemt. BSuch restriction wag not im-
posed upon us by international law; it was based upon our desire to avoid
entanglements that might lead to war. No foreign power has a right to
request that such voluntary restriction of our trade be maintained, much
less to request that we still further restrict it in the interest of

totalitarian conquest.

Territorial invielabllity is a seasoned Western
Hemlsphere policy.

Meanwhile, without surrendering our right to trade in any part
of the world, it is proper that we should define the ares within which we
continue a policy of territorial inviclability, a policy established for
& hundred years. Within the area so defined all merchant vessels must be
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free to move in safety, whatever flag they fly. Within that area all
warships, airplanes, and submarines must be under the surveillance of
our armed forces. HNotice is given that within that area all armed
intrusions are subject to enquiry and challenge. 8Self-defence is the
ultimate law. In defence of the Western Hemisphere we propose to make
specific application of & seasoned policy. We have shown by a series of
poaitive, prompt, and vigorous actions that we mean to back up the prin-
ceiple of inviolability with instant force. Attempted invasions of the
principle in the past have only given it greater strength.

The American people are firmly united in their conviction and
their resolution that they will not now improvise a craven policy of
withdrawal from hemisphere responsibilities. They do not propose to in-
vite aggression by vacillating in the face of danger. During the past
two yearg they have had ample time to observe the tragic effects of con-
quest abroad and to reflect upon the sbundsnce and freedom of their own
democratic inheritance. The time has come for me to speak on their behalf
and to exprese their deepest convietlons. The world has a right to know
the measure of our common resolution. A direct statement of purpose
becomes & solemn obligation.

I propose at this time to lay down & clear definition of hemi-
sphere responsibllity. It is based upon the realities of the modern
world. These realities have been brought home to every American by the
eruslties of successive conquests that have already spread their effects

past the imner threshold of the Western Hemisphere.
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The eastern and western island approaches
have heightened significance today from the
Arctic to the Antarctic.

Down to the time of air transport everyone thought of the Western
Hemisphere in conventional terms. The atlas makers found the boundaries
of 20° west longitude,and 160° east longitude, convenient in make-up.

The question of exact or alternative hemisphere limits has remained
largely academic. Practically all atlases — Uerman, English, Italian,
Swiss, Swedish, American — show the same conventional limits. However,
when it comes to internationsl questions in our modern age, it is not
cartographic convenience that we comsult but the facts of history and the
new meanings which modern armament and aviation give to maritime cutposts
of unquestionable concern.

No extensive historical review is required to show the increasing
importance of these outposts during the past century. For fifty years
our eastern and western approaches have gained in importence as we have
more sharply realized that island footholds of power may strongly affect
continentel destiny. In 1887 when we obtained our first navel station
in the Hawaiian Islands; in 1914 when we completed the Panams Canal and
bound cur eastern and western coaste by & more direct sea route; again in
1916 when we purchaeed the Virgin Islands; and yet again in 1920 when we
solemnly reaffirmed our underlying interest in Greenland, we were con—
eistently following the principle that vigilance with respect to our
esastern and western approaches is &s necessary as the construction of
battleships and coastal defences.

We make no claim to other pecple's territories; we seek no exten-
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sion of cur righte or titles. We seek only to provide against the spread
of a confliet. For this temporary purpose we must define the limits of
our speclal responsibllity. We are forced to state where our primary
rights begln when aggressors deprive other governmente with Western
Hemisphere possessions of their freedom of decision and action. We must
establiesh our obligation of enquiry and challenge at clearly defined

points and lines.

The twenty-fifth meridian.

We take our stand on the meridian of 25° west longitude, with
congistent and specified deviations in the latitude of the Cape Verde
Ielands, the Azores, and Iceland. The meridian of 259 west longitude
approximately divides into equal parts the ocean space between the west-—
ernmost point of Africa and the easternmost point of South America. It
lies 5 degrees of longitude west of the conventional eastern limits of
the Western Hemisphere as shown in all modern atlases. In the South
Atlantie it is much nearer South America than Africa. In the North At-
lantic it is 13 degrees of longitude west of the eastermmost point of
Greanland.

The westernmost point of the Cape Verde Islands lies at 259 23!
west longitude, and our hemisphere line deviates at this point to provide
25 miles of open water west of the Cape Verdes. The Cape Verde deviation
thus brings the line to approximately 26° west longitude at its western-
most position. At the Azores the 25° meridian practically coincides with

the eastern extremity of the easternmost Island of Santa Maria. Here
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also the hemisphere limit bends away from the line of 25° west longitude,
to provide 25 miles of open water east of Santa Maria, The western

point of Iceland is at 24° 32' west longitude. In this latitude the line
becomes a westward and northward swinging arc which excludes from the
Western Hemlsphere 25 miles of open water off Iceland's northwesternmost
coast. The arc then swings northeasterly until it merges with the median
line of Denmark Strait between Iceland and Greenland. The breadth of
Denmark Strait is approximately 190 miles. We therefore provide a 95-mile
stretch of water on either side of the median linme up to the coast of
Greenland on one side and of Iceland on the other.

It would be superfluous at this time to review the argument for
the New World character of (reenland. Nearly a thousand years of record
and all modern critical opinions support the position we have taken. Our
modern interest in Greenland was established by a series of American Arctic
expeditions which culminated in Peary's traverse and mapping of the
northern coast of Greenland in 1900 as far east as 23° 10' west longitude.
Within a year there have been published at Copenhagen surveys and his-
torical reports giving due credit to the brilliant achievements of Peary.
The authenticity of his work is thus independently affirmed on the basis of
recent extensive field work including aerial photography. Our priorities
in Greenland are thus clearly established and it is this indisputable fact
that gives the northerly position of our hemisphere line its wvalidity.

It is true that we waived American rights in Greenland n 1916, as
a part of the general agreement under which we purchased the Virgin Islands.

But we walved those rights, not in an absolute sense, but in faver of
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Denmark and Denmark alone. We did not put them aside as of no consequence
to ua or as if we had no concern about changes of sovereignty im this hem-
isphere. In May, 1920, when it was suggested by a third power that Denmark
might wish to dispose of Greenland, the United States at once informed both
of the govermments concerned that it was not disposed to recognize the
right of preemption. Our government reserved for future consideration its
position with respect to any future proposal. In August, 1921, when Den-
mark placed the whole of Greenmland under its administration, we reaffirmed
our concern over amy preemption that might occur. WNext to the rights of
the free Danish government, therefore, stand the rights of the govermment
of the United States, clearly and promptly expressed on every appropriate
occaslon., Our paramount interest in Greenland as a part of the Western
Hemisphere being clearly established, we are obliged to assume responsibility
for positive acts at this time, when the Danish government is obviously de-
prived of the power of sovereign control over its own acts and territories.

The case of Iceland is not so clear. There is a difference of opin-
ion as to its position on the rim of the Western Hemisphere. We do not pro-
pose to include doubtful territory within the limits of our present concern.
We therefore act on sound historical and geographical principles when we
set a North Atlantic limit to the hemisphere by drawing the boundary line
half-way between Greenland and lceland.

For surface vessels the effective limit of navigation in Arctic
waters 1s set by heavy sea ice. Since the position of the edge of such ice
varies ﬂit.h:hl:_uunud the year, the northern end of the line will vary so
far as surface navigation is concerned. The airplane has a wider range. We
therefore extend the line from its median poasition in Denmark Strait in a
northeasterly and northerly direction to and beyond the edge of the pack ice
at a conformable distance off Greenland's east coast.









THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 26- 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE CHIEF OF OPERATIONS

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND
PLEASE RETURN FOR MY FILES.

rq n- n!

State Department dispatch
to the President from Former Naval
Person, dated May 23, 194l.

(File "Box" when returned)

Lo



In veply reler 1o Loivials
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Navy DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON
27 May 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Admiral LeBreton has just returned from his first
trip on the patrol near the convoy routes,

He tells me that he was able to plot the positions
of the convoys and that he was about 20 miles to the
southard of the general route of the convoys, but as
these were changed from day to day and did not all take
the same route he had to vary his position. At one time
he had to change course to avoid running headon into one

of them.

I thought you would be interested to know that he was
very much nearer to the convoys than we had originally

thought.
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The following Eritish ships were sunk or damaged in recent Cperations
around Crete:

SUNK DAMAGED AND OUT DAMAOED BUT STILL DAMAOKD BUT EXTENT
OF ACTION 4
4D 20
JUNO 1660 tonsl CARLISLE 4200 tons (AA CRUN VALIANT
FASIMIR 1690 * | WATAD $500 = WAREPITE
KELLY 193 * | paamm oo »
OREYEOUND 1340
s 4
11 100 tonsl XINOSTON 1600 tone onIoN =
GLOUCESTIR 9300 * | rIFtImo 1600 * AJAX 1]
BAVOCK  1MO PIOIDE 5450

1 ESCORT TLEX % »

M
ORIVIEY m"ﬂ FORMIDABLE 23000 *

(NOTE FOR ADMIRAL TURNER)
Ueing information furnished by despatch of the 6th of May, which gave the number and
types of British shipe in the Mediterransan based at Alexandria, and subtracting from this
mumber the ships sunk or damaged as per table above, we find the following mumber of un-
damgged shipe remaining in the Mediterranean,

2 BB

1lcL

1 AA CRO

1l ORU MINE LAYER

3 ANTI SUBMARINE SLOOPS
27 o

7 MINE SWEEFINO SLOOPS
20 88

8 CORVETTES
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SUMMARY OF CRETE - MAY 27, 194

The Germans continue to report satisfactory progress in
mn:nl:l.d.ntimlwith claims that British naval interference has
been eliminated. There is mention of new landings at two
points in the southwest and in Kisamo Bay in the northwest.

There are indications of a German move from Hetimo in the
center toward the narrow neck of the island,

fome reports the ferrying of troops and materials to
Crete by water,

Bomb hits are claimed by the Asix on a British carrier
and on a remaining bHritish cruiser. The sinidng of another
pritish destroyer is also reported.

The British are dropping supplies to the ground units
fram the air. They claim as high as 14,000 German casualties,
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May 28, 1941

My dear Mr. Pecretaryt

Ilniih you would take the full responsibility
for delivering the PBEYs that are to be [lown to England
to the point of ultimate take-off. '

1 am coavinced thet we cen speed up the process
of getting these bombers to EBnglund and I &m anxious
to cut through all of the formalities that are not
legally prohibitive and help the British get this Job
done with dispatech.

I think that Lend-Lease funds cuan be used to some
extent in connection with fields in Canada and Derpudsa.

Por your confidentizl information I am suggesting
that the R.A.F, take the responsidbility for the planes
at the point of ultimate take-off but whether this
suggestion of aine is approved by the DBritish Govern-
ment or not I want the lnv{ to meke sure that these
planes are delivered speedily.

Yery sincerely yours,

The Honoruble
The Secretary of the Navy.

aLa/1s®



May 29, 1941

My dear Mr. Secretary:

I am very anxious thut the Navy Depertmemt 1ssue
letters of inteat or place under contract not later
than July 1, 1941 the material and munitions author-
ized by s approyriated to the Department. The
same should apply to funds transferred by me to the
Department under the Lend-Lease Act.

This memorandum applies to all funds availeble
to the Lepartment as of this date.

1 feel that it is a matter of the utmost urgency
thet firm commitments be masde by the Navy Departaent
to the industrial plants that are to carry out these
contracts. I oppreciate that this is going to require
s tremendous effort on the part of the Nwy Department
pbut it is urgently necessary that it be done.

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable
The becretary of the Navy.



DEPARTMENT OF THE MNAVY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTOM

June 2, 1941

Memorandum for the President:
Subject: Report on Enlisted Personnel, U. 3. Navy.

1. The number of enlisted men in active service on
Mey 31, 1941, ie as indlcated below: For basis of comparison
the April 30th figures are included also:

Net Gain
May 31, 1941 11 1 For Month
Regulars 201,583 198,426 3,157
Retired Men 688 543 145
Fleet Reserves 8,391 7,894 497
Other Reserves 24,629 19,966 __e'nﬁﬁg
235,291 226,829 8,4
Very respectfully,
#/(—Mx‘m
The President,

The White House.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE MAVY "-,I

OFFICE OF THE BECRETARY .
WABHINGTON

June 2, 1941.

Memorandum for the President:

Subject: Hecall to Active Service of Officers and Len of the Lerchant
Marins Reserve,; and Retired Enlisted Men of Regular Navy and
Marine Corps.

1. In view of the unlimited Hational Emergency which now exists it
is necessary that the restrictions, heretofore applied, in the employment
of afficers and men of the Kerchant Marine feserve and retired enlisted
men of the Kavy and Marine Corps be now removed.

2. In your Executive Order No. 8245 of September, 1939, you
suthorized the active employment of such personnel provided it was done
on a voluntary basis. All other classes of the Maval Reserve are being
called to active duty with or without their consent; as their services
Are Necessary.

3. Merchant Marine Heserve Officers serve in vessels of the
Kerchant Marine, and on Army transports. When any of these vescels are
taken over by the Navy it is desirshle that the Heserve personnel on
board be called to active service in the Mavy, and wherever practicable,
remaln in the sams vessel.

b The present demands for petty officers are so great that the
services of all retired enlisted men, who are physically fit to perform
duty ashore, are necessary. Their smployment will permit the release of
active personnel ashore for duty afloat.

5. It is urgently requested that the voluntary provision in the
case of the sbove mentloned personnel be rescinded, and that the
Seoretary of tha Navy be authorized to call such personnel to active
service os he may desm necessary.

6.  No action will be taken which may interfere in the normal op-

eration of strictly Merchant Marine vessels without prior consultation
with the Maritime Commission.

fully,

The Preaident, /—4‘-.4/&6—'&‘
Tha White House

= - il
i ‘"'”'I 1!



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 4, 1941.

M DUM

MISS ROBERTA BAAROWS

—_— e ————

With the return of the letter which
Lieutenant Commander Andrew C. Dam, U.S.N.R.,
sent to the President on 2 June, 1941, please
find copies of correspondence I have sent in
connection therewith.

J. R. BEARDALL,

Captain, U. S. Havy,
Nawval Alde to the President.



June 4, 1941.

iy dear UMr. Dami

The President has asked me to acknowledge
your letter of 2 June and to say that owing to the
press of affailrs, it is not posslble to grant you an
interview to discuss the matter of your anti-subsarioe
boat, at this time.

I am fully cognisant of the interest the
Preasident has shown in the development of your ideaa,
tharaforea I am bringing the subject matter of your
letter to the attention of the Secretary of the Havy.

Tour kind refersnce to the President's
recent speech was greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

J. R. BEARDALL

Captain, U. S, Navy,
Baval Alde to the President.

Lt. u_‘ Andrew C. h‘ m’. tk‘h]‘.
107 Crasssers Avenue,
Interlaken, New Jerpey.



Juna 4, 1941.

mmmawurmun

Raferancet mmmtmmd
12 April 1941.

Il-r-n-tmwtut-h-mmumt
Cosmander Andrew C. Dam, USNR, (Ret.), outlines what the
wudﬂh‘hm‘uﬂﬂﬂﬂHMd
his m—t-umnt,mmﬁnﬁm

for him.

J. R. BEARDALL,

mju- ﬂ.“,
NHaval Adde to the Preaident.



THE ARMY AND NAVY CLUB
WASHINGTON

2 June 1941

Honorable Franklin D Roosevalt
The White House
Washington, D.Ce

My dear Mr President:

I am advised that you are acquainted with my proposal
for a new type of Submarine Destroyer, and am deeply appreciative
of the interest you have taken in it since it was brought teo
your sttention by our mutual friend, Eckford DeKaye

I have been working with the Navy Department on the pro=
ject for over a year. It has recelved favorable comment after
intensive study, by the Naval Research Laboratory and the 0ffice
of Inventions and Research of the 0ffice of the Secretary of the
Navyse The Naval Research Laboratory has conducted tests of the
most important principle involved, that of the "eilent boat",
which tests proved successfuls

I am convinced that these departments, on the basis of
the studies they have made, would agree that the construction of
the Submarine Destroyer would be fully justifieds

I feel very kesnly that any further delay in the develop-
ment of a more afficient technique of subtmarine destruction would
be most unfortunate in the present national defense emergencye

If my proposal has merit, the need for ites adoption will
never be greater than it is at this momente

However, the Bureau of Ships of the Navy Department is
insisting upon conducting a series of tests of the separate fea-
tures of my proposal which might consume months of time. These
tests relate to matters upon which there is already available
data, and the completion of them would neither prove nor disprove
the merits of my Submarine Destroyer as & whole, which can only be
demonstrated by the construction of a vessel embodying all of the
fentures.

Being keenly aware of the many great burdens you are carry-
ing, I have hesitated a long time before writing yous I know of
no other way of overcoming the delay, and so I hope I am Justified
in appealing to you for a brief interview in order that I may present



THE ARMY AND NAVY CLUB
WASHINGTON

-2=

a plan which I believe will meet with your approvale

In closing may I tell you how deeply moved and impresa=
ed I was by your inspiring radio talk on Tuesday Evenings I
feel surs it is going to have a great and salutary influence
on the countrys

Frithfully yours,

CouAereoen

Andrew C Dam,
Lisut « Commander,
TeGeMesRey Rets
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and Ma,

Navy DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON
12 June 1941

Dear "Pa™:

Probably nothing to do with the enclosed
except transfer it to the waste basket but it is a
follow-up of the memo you showed me yesterday.

Give me a credit mark for getting in and
getting through very quickly yesterday.

Keep cheerful.

/

General E.u.Watson, U.S.Army,
The White io

ot T i
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHIMNGBTOMN

June 13, 1941

MEMOEAYDUM FOR THE PHESIDENT:

I admit that that ie one up for the little birde at
Hyde Park.

However, I was not aware that the entire Marine Corps
were iacluded in the tentative figures and, most emphatically, I
did not know of the inclusion of nearly 300,000 Selectees. The
figure I wae interssted in ie that which i1e listed in the enclosed
memorandum ae "Regulars", which you will observe ie around 400,000
ae I eald.

However, this note ie only for the purpsee of aclknow-
ledging the accuracy of your Bird Counclilore and advieing you that
I an golng after the recrulting of regulars, as you instructed, in
the regular order and without any intention whatever of using

Selectees in the Nawy.



. i
Memorandum for Surgecn General 17 May 1938. i/ ¥

- "Gl

Total Navy Enldsted « « « « o o + « « & . . 587,700 k\
P:Y ﬁb [ﬁv‘
Begin year with 338,455 (regular)
Wi "14,000 (Rtd. & F.R.) yr
Regulars 352,455
Selectees 235,245 587, '?00 -\M\
Tgm Marine Enlisted . « « « « « & » & s » 1.1.'?,5!}0
Begin year with 60,000 (regular, Rtd.
and R.’l,
Selectees 27,540 117,560
705,240
Regulars (all) 412,455
Selectees (all) 292,785
205,240
Nurses
One Nurse to each 8% patients
Sick load - 29 per 1,000
29 X 705,000 = 20,445 patient load
Nurses 2,406
Q‘:M — |Total Personnel Reserves to Regulars e
292
IR'\.N‘ Regular Nurses 1,550
Reserves (Selectees)? 850
Begin End ye
Nurses, Navy 624 1,550 1,087
Nurses, Reserve __380 615

-

5004 2,400 1,702
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Wﬂllﬂulm&'-l TO THE PRESIDENT [~

ent ] /qur
Total Enlisted Strength, 14 June sesese..s 239,387
Fleet Reservists (enlisted) on active AULY ecevvees 8,596
Other Reservists n n L ssassan 26,451
M - " » L (AR N BN N 7%

Tﬂtﬂl sessamEBRRE TS 35’813

&ggag&ta MH Emtﬂ {lﬂ.ﬂt 24 hﬂurﬂ) TIE ] 23‘
Aggregate Discharges " seere 131
Gain 103

iAdmiral Towers stated today that Air Marshall Harris,
R.A.F., has arrived in Washington for duty as direct re-
presentative of the Chlief of Air Staff. The present Air
Attachd, Air Commodore G. C. Pirie, R.A.F., will serve
under Air Marshall Harris as his Chief of Staff. Alr
Chief Marshall Bowhill, until recently in command of air-
craft of the Coastal Defense of the United Kingdom, is due
to arrive in the United States this week to take direct
charge of the problem of overseas ferrying of aircraft
ybuilt in the United States for Great Britain. It is be- .
lieved that these two details will be of great assistance
to our part of aircraft aid to Great Britain.
Admiral Kimmel today warned Naval families to be wary of
anonymous telephone calls since.they are-used to obtain

information about ship movements and to create suspicion
and discord in families.
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"Paymaster Gengral of the Navy, to leave the 23rd of June
for visit to the First and Third Mavel Mdstricts, saking
an sddress on Juns 26th at the new Mavy Supply Sechool at
Begerve Qffisern of the Supply Corps.

Bureau of Shipa. , The Carrler Ship Maintesance Doesk has
been consolidated ¥ith the Battleship Maintenance Desk.
411 mineswoepers and all Blrd Clase minesweepers convert-
od to other purposes, which had been tnder the Carrier
Desk, were transferred to the Auxilisries Ship Maintemsnce
Deslk, = 0 J

Captadn Shpidon advises contractors are expected to com-
plete work on the Bethseda Medical Conter in Octobor, It
is axpegted the Center will be ready for oecupancy arcind
January 1, 1942. Partial ccoupancy will begin as soon as
Hnwthorne, Nevads sssunition depot sxpscted to be expanded
to provide additional wtorsge space. A comtract imvelving
$1,999,500.00, s under consideration ap authorised in the
Uam, (C10), apd A.F. of L., production workers of Electric
Auto Lite Company, Port Huron, Michigan, threaten to strike
over a wage increase, This company has a Mavy contract



e

for electric .cable and magnetic wire, .
Hipper and Scheer drydocked at Kiel on June 12 according
to reliable reports.

Admiral Leahy advised on June 13 that the CAPITAINE
DAMIANI and ALBERT (French tankers) were sent to
CONSTANZA in order to test the possibility of supplying
France (by sea) with some of the oil that the Rumanians
agreed to deliver to France. ,This scheme may be given

up since the CAPITAINE DAMIANI was torpedoed and badly
damaged on June 14.

Iwenty-one Japanese warships and transports heading South
from Wenchow at midnight June 12 and 13. Effective mid-
night June 16 and 17 Japan closed waterg in Swatow area
to shipping ﬁccarding to reports. .

Dakar's inner harbor is protected by a submarine net ac-
cording to reliable reports. One of the ships recently
arrived at DAKAR from CASABLANCA brought ten light and
ten medium tenks. The rains are now getting underway and
most of the roads will be useless until October or

November.

Sun Shipbuilding Company employees, Chester, Pa., re-
ceived twelve cents an hour pay increase and have ac-
depted a pact banning strikes and lockouts for two years.



Perkins advises German naval unite, including some heavy

types, have been concentrating in and around Copenhagen
the last few days, perhaps because of desire to obtain
better facilities and greater security or for possible
naval demonstration in the Baltiec.

Germany pressing Russia to turn over warships to Japan
according to unconfirmed reports - 50 Soviet destroyers,20
submarines, 1/ minelayers, and 300 military planes reporte
involved.

Inland Steel Company, East Chicago, Ill., experiencing
continuing series of minor slow-downs and department

-8trikes. Possihility of major trouble indicated.

Italian submarine believed to be shadowing convoy NE of

Azores on June 14.

London is full of conjections on the Russian-German situ-
ation. There was a tendency to believe Russia would give
in to Hitler's demands, both economic and military, if the;
have not yielded already,
Mﬂs&__m_gugm in Algeria being
taken over by the Germans will prove worthless when it

arrives in Libya. = AL,
Port of Lagos, Hignr.u, was n-pt with nq:nntin gear on

"June 15 and it was expected to be open on June 16th.



mmﬂm T0 THE PRESIDENT

, Navy Department, 18 June 1941

Totel Enlisted Strength, 16 June seseesees 239,722
Fleet Reservists (enlisted) un active duty seseses 8,596

Other Reservists " T eessess 26,635
Hetired Men " n " " sssvans - 7%

Total cesvssessnses 35’9??

Aggregate Enlistments (last 24 hours) ..... 204
egate Discharges T ssese _65
Gain 139
Admiral Moreell reports.out of & total of 14,293 housing
units completed by all Government housing agencies, 44% has
been built by the Navy according to June 7 Weekly summary
sheet of Defense Housing Coordinator. The first funds for
the construction of low-cost defense housing became avail-
able to the Navy on August 12, 1940. The first contract
was awarded October 2, 1940, the intervening 50 days being
required to prepare plans and specifications as none were
» available. By February 7, 1941, all but 120 out of a total
of 17,110 housing umits for which funds were available were
under contract. The remaining 120 were placed under con-
tract by May 4, 1941. The first houses were occupied
March 1, 1941, and as of June 16th the total occupied is
6,325 in various localities. In addition to the 17,110
units previously mentioned, 548 more units are being built

- ‘with savings made in the construction cost under the



. !
$3500.00 limit determined by Congress.

Richard R. Adams, Ex. V-P, Grace Lines, advises confi-
dentially continually worried of sabotage by members of
crews. .Has asked Navy cooperation to prevent sabotage.
This conf{irms concern by certain officers about possible
trouble from seamen in merchant marine.

Merchant H&riné1rééerva of ficers may now be ordered to
active duty without their consent. The Secretary of the
Navy instructed in exercising this authority it is in-
tended to conflict with the functions of the Merchant
Marine to the minimum extent consistent with the urgent
needs of the Navy,

Naval censorship has been established for the Island of

Guam through a notice sent to the Governor.

A Naval Air Station has been established at Kodiak,
Alaska,

Proposed bridge across the Columbia River from Port of
Astoria Docks to Point Ellice, Washington is in most un-
desirable location since it would seriously jeopardize
Navy patrol plane operations and approaches in bad weather

when visibility is poor during routine operations from
Naval Alr Station at Tongue Point four miles away. Army

Engineer holding hearings at Portland during next 2 weeks .



General Vandergrift reports 2nd Defense Battalion USMC
ready to move to Parris Island. Move will start on

June 23rd, and will continue one train a day for approxi-
mately four days.

Royal Norwegian Navy is requesting cooperation of British

Admiralty and U.S. Navy in sending relief expedition of

2 small ships to,the East Coast of Greenland the middle
of July for party of 7 Norwegians and 22 Danes collect-
ing meteorological data. Party needs supplies; has radio
station capable of reaching Copenhagen and probably would
be in position to operate anoiher in McKenzie Bay capable
of supplying meteorological data to Iceland.

Suva (Fiji Island).--Hawaii radio link was discontinued
on June 15th in order to prevent shipping agents in Suva
announcing arrivals and departures of allied shipping to
West Coast - U.S. = Western Union has discontinued their
arrival and departures service..

Leaves have not been cancelled by general order in the
Marine Corps as rumored. Some leaves may be curtailed
from time to time due to special training operations

it is reported.

Aoting Secretary of the Navy Forrestal announced on -

June 17 establishment of the U. E.' Naval Reserve
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viation Base at New Orleans, La., effective as of July 15,
1941 thereby completing the Navy's program for establish-
ing 16 Naval Reserve bases throughout the country.

Temporary appointment of Naval Warrant Officers or en-

listed men as commissioned officers required by the Naval
expansion program is provided in the bill passed by the
House and sent to the Senate yesterday.

apanese t has allotted seven million dollars for
spreading propaganda in the U. S. during 1941, it is re-
liably reported.
Axis submarine refueling in West African waters possible
from mother .ship designed as freighter, from Canary Is-
lands, bases on uninhabited coasts, or from BISSAGOS
ISLANDS. DAKAR not being used. WASSON wants permission
from State Department to investigate.

Japanese Naval Concentration reported still steaming South,
Japanese bombing of U.S.8. TUTUILA either criminal care-

lessness or a deliberate attempt to bomb the American
Embassy and TUTUILA is indicated from military study.
Axis seamen (460) reportedly leaving Tampico on June 19

for GUADALAJARA. -
advises German military circles re-
eve Soviet army must be eliminated in
1941. reports Vatican believes Soviet will not
compromise with Nazis.” °



confidential

BULLETIN PRESIDENT
Navy Departmenty 2 July, 1941.

Rear Admiral J, H, Towers, chief of Bureau of Aeronaut-
ics stated: There are indications that the Germans
have .constructed, recently, a large number of airplanes
designed specifically for sweeping for magnetic mines.
Inasmuch as it is known that the British have sown a
large number of such mines for protection against in-
vasion, this program may have special significance.

Admiral McIntire reports hospital dispensary plans for

Bermuda, Argentia and Trinidad have been approved and
sent to Yards and Docks and that Quantico Hospital
went into Commission 1 July.

Fort Schuyler taken over by Navy last week. 150 re-

serve college men arriving there 7 July for Navy Ord-
nance indoctrination. Fort Schuyler will now become
receiving ship for all Ordnanee Ensigns. From there
they will be taken for instruction at gun factories.
While there they will be shown all major industrial
plants in New York Area.

System of Battle Signal Lightis being changed from
horizontal to vertical. Involves Epergency purchases
of certain materials through the Bureau of Supplies and
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Accounts for forwarding to Portsmouth.

Traffic between Sweden and Germany now temporarily estab-
lished through Denmark it is reported.

Iwo Portuguese trawlers SANTA PRINCESA and SANTA JOANNA, a
nunber of two and three masted schooners all equipped with
radio or radio telephone and 12 French Schooners of three
or four masts but without radio are reported fishing

on the BANK OF BANKS. Convoy data could be commmnicated
by enemy vessels to ST. PIERRE for transmission to Germany
but it is not kmown whether this is done, it is reported.
ZIurks appear utterly amazed at Vichy request for right of
transit to Syria and for war material it is reported from
a reliable source.

German Armistice Commission criticizes Weygand as impeding
and sabotaging work of Commission in North Africa it is
reliably reported.

British and Chinese military staffs will meet in Burma
during first week in July to conclude agreements on

Mutual Co-operation in case Japeanese attack British., Plans
are laid for use by British planes of Chinese airbases and
British assistance to Chinese guerillas it is reported
from a reliable source.

Russians continue to suspect and mistruct the British and



b
are tolerating the British Military Mission instead of

keeping it fully informed and making use of it accord-
ing to impressions reported by Steinhardt.

Adniral Noyes reports that consideration has been given
to a request from the Radio Club of America asking if
various Government Departments approved the use of this
Organization'sficilities and mailing lists to assist in
securing technicians for the British Civilian Technical
Corp. ©State, War and Navy saw no objection.

French and Germens appear to be attaching great import-

ance to LATAKIA, Syria it is reported.

BORDEAUX and NOZIMA MARU each with a cargo of chrome ore

(total 9,600 tons) - from Philippines to United States,
reported requisitioned by the Japanese Government. It
is pointed out this is a method of blocking movement of
the United States strategics without actual overt act.
Japanese Extremists including the Army and Navy groups
urging immediate action in support of Berlin it is re-
ported. Grew reports Prince Konoye said Japan could
reconcile U.S8.5.R. neutrality treaty and Tripartite
Pact, Germans expected to be successful and will con-

trol Western portion of U.S.S.R., but did not believe
German influence would reach the East and that the So-



b
‘viet may not collapse.

2 British Destroyers sunk 1 July, a third badly damaged
in Axis Air and Submarine Attack in East Mediterranean it
is reported.

13 German Ships in Orient ports reported loading wartime
supplies preparatory to sailing halfway around the world
in an effort to run the British blockade.

Finland now has 13 divisions fully mobilized and three
more are being mobilized it is reported.

Portuguese Trawler believed to have been taken over by
the Germans, found to have fuel oil concealed below salt
when seized by Canadians at St. Johns.

IEQE,T de FRANCE departed from Martinique for Cayenne under
escort by Naval auxiliary cruiser BARFLEUR, carrying cargo
of 1233 tons consisting mainly of flour of American origin.
KOKUYU MARU & special service vessel under charter to the
Japanese Navy, is reported to have salled from the Naval
Station at Kure to load oil and gasoline at Los Angeles,
Italian Vessels departed South American ports as follows:
from Para towards open sea the MON BALDO 27 June., From
Recipe 28 June "Twentyfour Maggio" for Hamburg it is re-

ported.



Confidential

BULLETIN TO THE PRESIDENT
Navy Department July, 1 a

Japanese general opinion is that Nazis will gain quick
?ictory;.if so Japan mey occupy maritime provinces it

is reported from a reliable source. American Officials
at Mukden and Harbin have.notad no indications that Jap-
an is preparing to attack Russia. Reports from Third
Naval District from & reliable informant close to Japan-
ese industrial interests states they expect Japan to
move against Russia about 20 July. Japanese vessels of
one Japanese steamship company have received orders to
be west of Panama by 25 July regardless of passengers or
cargo. _Tha vessels of another Japanese company are ord-
ered to discharge all cargoes on the Pacific coast for
the present, it is reported from a reliable source. 5
Japanese vessels due New York first half of July.

Axis shipping losses up to 17 June as follows: 102
freighters 469,000 tons taken or seized; 198 freight-
ers 1,060,000 tons sunk by British or scuttled by own
crews; 3%5 ships 1,725,000 tons unidentified total 645

ships 3,254,000 tons - additional 47 freighters 84,000

tons under Axis control or in their service were sunk ;

53 vessels 320,000 tons seized in South American or
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United States Harbors it is reported from & relia e source

in London,

Ships reported sunk include: MALAYA IT (British.) MAASDAM
(Dutch) 8812 tons. GRAYBURN (British) 6342 tons. AURTS
(British Tanker) 8030 tons. BARRHILL (British) 4972 tons.
MONTFERLAND (British) 6790 tons. RABOUL (British) 5618
tons. TRAFALGAR (British) 5542 tons.

Poseible torpedo attack on Panama Canal between lst and

15th of July is reported from a reliable source "in spite

of the fact it sounds fantastic.m

Rumors are current in the Iberian peninsula which alleges
that the United States is considering early action against
the CANARIES the AZORES, CAPE VERDE and ICELAND. 'On the
other hand the Italians, Germans and French in Spain are
very much afraid that the United States will move against
West Africa and Dakar while the Germans are busy with
Russla: all West Africa is considered to be vulnerable by
German High Command which considers that an American at-
tack would prove disastrous to the future plans of the
Reich according to reliable reports from Madrid,

Russien Air Forces is reported from a reliable source as
follows: 5552 first line planes in 346 squadrons divided

ag follows;



3.
Type Number of Squadrons Number of Airerafit

Army Navy Army Navy

Pursuit 100 16 2000 292
Light Bombers # 160 20 2270 292
Heavy Bombers 20 None 320 None
Patrol None g% None 378
280 4590 962

% includes reconnaissance and dive bombers. The above
are first line planes - estimated reserves are 30%.
Personnel includes 10,000 officer pilots, 10,000 non-
flying officers, 9,000 officer observers, 6,000 cadets,
75,000 enlisted men from all ranks, 100,000 parachutists
and airborne troops (reported.) Air force is poorly orgam
ized, trained, equipped and has poor morale. Planes cop-
ied from 1lst class power's models 3 or 4 years old. Rela-
tive Russian strength to German in ratio 2:3, Japan 5:3
(in Par East). 1,200 aircraft in Far Fast camnot be with-
drawn without yielding air superiority. Aircraft indue-
try will not function in war time. * inticipate large
numbers of Sdviet planes to be shot down in combet or
destroyed on ground.

Germans will reach Moscow in 5 days according to British
informant it is reported from a reliable source.

British Admiralty is printing ten thousand copies of a
booklet on the identification of German, Japanese, Ital-

ian and French merchant ships. It is designed for use by
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-8hips and planes and contains among other things scaled

derial silhouettes. Wide unrestricted distribution is in-
tended and copies will be made available to U.S.N.

General Weygand is reported to have earnestly requested
that American radio broadcasts accord less prominence to
his name because his relations with the Germans have been
made far more difficult by this practice,

Gunther reports from a reliable source, a dummy city of
Ploesti has been constructed a few miles from the real city.
It is said to have been besed on aerial photographs. It is
possible that the fires which were reported to have been
ignited, according to Russian communiques, were fires set
in the dummy city to deceive the enemy.

Barrage balloons are proving effective in England and Ger-
many for defense purposes. Army has about three thousand
on order now. U.S.M.C. planning for their use in connect-
ion with outlying poseessions it is reported., Balloon bar-
rage defense against aircraft in Moscow indicated abandoned
it is reported from a reliable source in Moscow. No co-
ordinatéd planning of air raid protection in Moscow.

Nazi troops withdraw during the past week 15th, 52nd and
86th German divisions from France and official estimates
place not over 35 divisions now in Holland, Belgium and
France it is reported from a reliable source,
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Expension of Axis commercial air activities in Natal
region has seemingly opened a relatively safe steamship
traffic between Burope and South America and possible
domination of an invasion route from Africa to Brazil,
inimical to United States interests. Italien and German
commercial planes apparently carry out air reconnais-
sance against British ships and afford protection for
sailings of own vessels it is reported from a reliable
source.

Shortages are reported by the Director of the Navy Bud-
get and Reports as follows: STEEL-The shortage of mild
and alloy steel in the defense effort ie acute and is
becoming more so every day. All bureaus using steel re-
port delays. These delays are occurring regardiess of
preference ratings and notwithstanding the fact that
steel has been placed on the critical list; ALUMINUM
and MAGNESIUM-Both Aluminum and Magnesium are now under
mandatory priority. Even 8o and with numerous substi-
tutions delays caused by lack of these materials are be-

coming worse each day. As an example, the Adapti Company
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e subcontractor for Dravo cannot get a promise of delivery

from the Aluminum Company even though this item carried a
priority of A-l1-A it is reported; MACHINE TOOLS-All Bu~-

reaus report delays due to lack of machine tools. Estimated
delays in vital machine tools vary from a few months to one
year., Of the 5,723 machine tools of various descriptions
due during the period January 1, 1941 to May 31, 1941,
35414 or about 60% are overdue; IIN-ie causing delay in
the delivery of tinned provisions ordered by the bureau of
Supplies and Accounts; OPTICAL INSTRUMENTS-Shortage of
Optical instruments in cameras, binoculars, fire control
instruments, etc. continue due to lack of optical glass and
personnel qualified to produce lenses; INSTRUMENTS-At pre-
sent the shortege in this category is being felt chiefly by
the aircraft industry and for certain anti-aircraft in-
struments. The shortage in this field will not be felt un-

til the ships now being laid down approach completion,

EACILITIES-Many projects under the cognizance of Yards and
Docks have no priority ratings, ANTI~AL

EQUIPMENT-the obtaining of these guns s, mounts, ammunition
and fire control equipment remains eriticsl. Progress is
being made but the obtaining of machine tools, cartridge
case brass, steel and powder remains very critical; OTHER
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MATFRIALS-Forged armor for Battleships is now running

8 to 15 months behind schedule.

Japenese developments reported include: abrogation of
Russian Neutrality Pact in the near future is predicted
to be followed simultaneously or soon afterwards by an
attack on Siberia; consideration of an extension of the
limits of Japan's territorial waters which would cut off
Vladivostok from normal trade and hamper any shipments of
United States materials to Russia is reported; Japanese
ships continue to expedite loading, unloading and depart-
ure direct to Japan from the East Coast ports of North
and South Amekica; concern is reported over attempts made
by the Japanese to extend their influence among various
Moslem peoples in regions as distant as Iraq; Russians
evecuating women and children from Japanese territory; 2
air craft carriers at YOKOSUKA; and the next Japanese
move is to be complete occupation of Frapch Indo-China

to begin within one week according to German sources in
Tokyo. :

Bismarck Survivors verify the British suspicion that the
vessel displaced over 45,000 tons it is rapufted from a

reliable source. Secret report on Bismarck sinking by
Navy expert to be available by end of week.
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" Mail for United States ships now routed and sorted in New

IYurk and San Francisco. A plan is being considered to sort
official mail in Navy Post Office for trans-shipment by
pouch thereby reducing the number of people knowing where
ships are located in the interest of security.

Soviet Commissariats are busy moving their offices, pre-
sumably toward the East, Steinhardt reports.

Nazis have 200 rigs ready to operate in Soviet oil fields
a reliable source reports.

Religious ferver among the masses in Russia is re-awakening
on & large scale and the Army has been permeated by this
sentiment is the interesting report of the Father General
of the Society of Jesus who suggests rejecting atheistic
Communism in Russia and emphasizing the religious and nat-
ionalistic character of the defenses of Russia to have
emerge something resembling the old "Holy Russia",
Phillips reports.

Leahy reports Mechin's Mission to Turkey to obtain transit
of troops and war material "a complete failure."

Reinforcements for Daksr are reported from 3 French ships

arriving from Morocco carrying several hundred native
troope (to be demobilized), military trucks and 690 tons

of rubber.
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Leahy reports Henry (French Ambassador to Japan) indicates
the Japanese Imperial Council probably reached a decision
in favor of action against U,S.S5.R. on the basis of the
following motives (1) Obvious military reasons (2) The
hopes of producing a collusion between Japan and United
States and (3) Nazis have plans of their own for Dutch
East Indies.

Partial mobilization of all forces has been ordered in
Japan it is reported reliably.

Chiang Kai-shek predicted (5 July) that Japan would ab-

rogate the Neutrality Pact with Russia and would attack
Siberia it is reported from a reliable source.

Assistant Secretary Bard is to inspect shore Naval activ-
ities at Boston and Newport and will open Naval Air sta-
tion at Quonset Point on Saturday. Admirals Towers, Hep-

burn and Moreell will join him at Quonset Point.

Appearance of United States Blue Jackets in United King-
dom causes many questions of number of Naval observers in
London. Winant asks if there is any objection to releas-
ing these figures.

Bureau of Ordnance expects the delivery of the first
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American made 20 mm Anti Aireraft {AEREIﬁUh) gun this week

from the British Production Line at Providence, Rhode Is-
land; future production from this plant will be furnished
the British and USN on percentage basis, This gun will be
succegsor to the 50 calibre gun for anti air craft and
probably in time will be used on Merchant ships as well as
on battle ships. Ordnance has its own exclusive production
of this gun from other sources inclucing the Hudson Motor
Car Company.

Wholesale price index for all commodities for week ending
28 June 1941: B87.7.

For the purpose of cooperating in every way possible with

the spirit of the President's executive order 8802. Asaiﬁt-
ant Eacreta;y Bard reports the formation of a committee to
investigate the extent to which the enlisted personnel of
the Navy and Marine Corps is representative of all American
citizens., In case thara_ahnuld be evidence of discriminat-
ion heaauga of race, creed, color or national origin, the
committee is to suggest corrective measures.

German instructions apparently have been given to advise
Berlin of all information concerning shipping and cargo

from the United States to the Red Sea,

If United States enters the war all northern South American
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countries will follow suit according to opinion of import =~

ant German Secret Agent "Greif" in South America.

Marked departure in the past 36 hours from usual routine

by Japanese Merchant Marine units in communications
practice has been reported.

French Government is negotiating with the Government of

Brazil for purchase of 60,000 bales of Sao Paulo cotton

it is reported. |

Cape Verde Islands now ha%e 1600 of troops on the Island
it is reliably reportéd.

Communistic strike activities in the United States Eeiﬁg
held in almost absolute abatement it is reliably reported,
"It is hoped" a new spirit will be injected into the per-

sonnel and that lack of direction, initiative, and coordi-
nation will be replaced by acceleratea action in the war
effort in the Middle East with the appointments of Gener-
als Haining and Auchinleck, itlis reported.

In YOKOHAMA BAY ships of the following classes are re-
ported: Battleships: 2 HYUGA, 1 FUSO; Cruisers: 3 KAKO, 1
CATORI, 1 JINTSU; Destroyers: 8; Submarines: KAIGUN
TYPE; Gunbﬁnta: 1 SAGA; [Tenders: 3; Iankers: 2

SHIRIYA and SARUTO.

Lg;giatura Mass X-Ray is being used by Navy Medical Corps
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to hetact early tuberculosis among recruits. This is a
Navy development which already has demonstrated its wvalue,
It is an inexpensive method.

Heavy armour piercing bombs again dropped on berths of Ger-
man warships SCHARNHORST GNEISENAV and PRINZ EUGEN at Brest,
where bomb dropped from altitude of 50 feetalso hit stern
of 10,000 ton liner. 43 Wellingtons in air attack on Brest
dropped 128,000 pounds of bombs. One stick possibly strad-
dled the SCHARNHORST it is reported.

S. 8. ANTINOUS is the first American ship that has arrived

at Suez it 1s reported.

LARAMIE expects to arrive BAHIA, Brazil 22 July for duty,
under Comtask force 3.

Underwater obstacles, probably anti submarine nets have
been placed in areas in Hiroshima Bay off Kure the Japan-
ese have notified mariners.

Commanding Genéral of Fort Richardson, Alaska, has sent a

fine letter of commendation to Com Thirteen regarding the
splendid cooperative spirit of the Army, Navy and Marine
forces and their civilian assistants in Alaska.

Italian Gun Cruiser (8 inch) thought to be the GORIZIA was

sunk on 29 June by a submarine of the Mediterranean fleet.
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Facilities of More than 20 large corporations are not

now being used in Defense Production Mr. Batt has re-
ported. Investigation in Navy shows there is consider-
able plant capacity not now being used and more is be-
coming available as priorties begin to take hold. The
difficulty today is to find work for these Companies to
do, There is a marked increase in the desire to take
part in Defense Production, probably resulting {rom
necessity because of scarcity of material, etc, Navy
is concentrating on this prnhiem and is cooperating
fully with OPM, perticularly sith the Defense Contract
Service and the Federal Reserve Board activities in
both the country-wide and local eiforts to utilize all
productive capacity as fully and as quickly as possible.
A Navy order of 14 July has been distributed to further
the expedition and prosecution of work - subcontracting.
Naval Liaison Officers will appraise the Defense Con-

tract Service of (1) "so called bottlenecks" (2) neces-

sities for "speed ups" of production (3) necessity for

more sub-contracting (4) inefficient management or opera



i;.m (5) unsuccopaful attempta to contdot sub-contractors
and (6) expansion needs. Every effort will be made to
recedy these situations locally and reports will be sent
to the Navy Department on each cage. Wr. Mehornsys De-
fense Contract Service may be being by-passed in 01?! it
is reported.

Status of Section Bases is that all but two of the thirty
are ﬂtr construction; 17 are in use although the con-
struction work has not been completed. The two bases not
started are being held up pending the sequisition of the
necepsary land, and it 4s antdeipated that they will be
started i.n the near future. It is tentatively proposed to
conotruct 16 additional Bases and add to .t.hu facilities of
at least 5 of the existing Bases, it is reported.
Entrence to Manils Bay end the pearby Suble Bay ares are
being mined for "General defense purposes," The Navy Hy-
drographic 0ffice reports that the areas "will be danger-
ous after daylight 17 July." The Hydrographle 0ffice also
WIWMMMﬂWIMIw&ﬂ-
lantic Ocean embracing the waters surrounding Greenland and

Iceland has been evolved and has appeared regularly since
June 1941.

The Sues Canal 1is closed to through truffic as & consequenc
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of recent air bosbings it is reported from o reliakle soures

Incressed afy sctivity over Malts is roported,

Invasicn of England temporarily sbasdoned by Germans bo-
ceuse of slowness of Russlen cempaign, effectiveness of HAF
rulde on Maxl war Lndustry and severe losses in Russian
Far It is reported from a relisble sgurce im Berlin.
"Plens have been made nnd are belng carried out for the e-
vacuntion of many Commissariets and instituticns froa Mos—
con® Stelnhardt reports as of 13 July 5 P.M, This, in
spite of official statesent to the contrary reportsd 13
July, Kasan (Soviet Fussin) might bo seat of Government
or at lesst for the Commissarist for Foreign Affairs,
Ehiness G-2 ia wneertaln whether Japan will move Morth or
Zouth but belisves the appolntment of Qkmsura to comsand
in Horth Chins and Itegnki in Kores is significant sincc
they are Manchurinn amd Bussisn experts. 4 Chinese member
of North China puppet regime states Japan will attack
Siberia when Moscow falls it ls reparted.

Looplete disruption of Portugal benking and comsercial sys-
tem has resulted from sudden blocking of port scccunta
cuusing hardship, fipancicl loss end crestlom of 111 will
toward the U.5. at o sost critleal tise It ir reported.

EnWmﬂnﬂﬂmﬂwﬂm;'lnhﬂl
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~occupation of Iceland may be to prepare the German Public

for a possible "call" for help from Portugal in order to
protect some of her outlying possessions from President
Roosevelt's M"aggression.”

Portuguese vessel CARVALHO ARAUJO (1,210 tons full load)
arrived 13 July noon from Terceira where it is reported
to have discharged a special cargo of military supplies
and about 1,000 troops it is reported from Ponta Delgada
(Azores on Sao Miguel Island.)

JOAQ BELO (Portuguese SS 6,365 tons) carrying large quan-
tities "of war materials" arrived from Lisbon on 13 July,
One full infantry (1,200 men) battalion (fully equipped)
was landed. The JOAO BELO wae expected to depart for
Fayal (Azores - chief town of Horta) and Terceira (Azores)
15 July with about 1,000 troops for these islands it is
reported from a reliable source.

Sprinkler systems are not relied on in London against in-
cendiary bombs.
The Secretary of the Navy has ordered that enlisted men of

Naval Reserve on active duty be not discharged or reenlist-
ed or their enlistments extended. This order is the result
of a deeision of the Comptroller General of the United

States dated 9 July, 1941.
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Bumors, at varisnce with ome another, in Jupan makes re-
porting developments diffieult; Grow reports. Many of
thess rumors have German erigin, He balieves "efforts
by Japan to gecure & privileged position in Indo-Ohina
ghould be teken with grovity;® however, he thinks "the
chief precccupation for Japan resains Chins."

Japan will take military and economic control of Indo-
China in the near future is the opinion of important Thai
Government officlels It is reported by a reliable sowrce,
Jopunese Haval Units reported mancuvering in VAN DIEEN
Etralt (Japan) south of KYUSHU (Southernmost of main is—
lands of Japan) on 16 July included: 3 carriers, 7 bat-
tleships amd between 52 and 57 destrovers and submarines
it is reported from & relisble source.

Ho decision has oo yot boen reached in connection with
the Dopartment's request to send two Ameriocnn Naval
Obeervera to Visdivostok and American Military Attsches
are not to be granted permission to visit the Russian-
German front £t is reported from a reliable source.

AQ Nasis divisions are st present concentrated on the
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